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two  eouniriet  engage  ia  vm^  Can  it  be  true,  ^bat 
yefsoDs  wbo  hare  expatriated  tbemselyes  under 
ineb  circnoistaikees,  can  be  bound  to  alleig^iance 
to  their  original  country  ?  Could  such  have  been 
the  understanding  of  any  of  the  persons  concern- 
ed? It  does  seem  to  me  to  be  at  war  with  the 
plainest  principles  of  reason  and  humanity.  In 
tbuLcase,  the  population  is  thrown  off  upon  the 
principle  of  self-preservation  in  respect  to  the 
original  coontry ;  it  is  received  into  the  second, 
apoa  the  principles  of  humanity  I  and  afterwards, 
foraooth,  it  turns  out  that  they  are  bound  to  be 
the  tnemj,  or  at  best,  but  inefficient  friends  to  the 
eoutry  ID  which  tney  reside;  into  which  they 
htve  been  hospitably  received,  and  by  the  laws 
of  which  they  have  been  protected.  Doctrines 
Jbading  to  such  consequences  cannot  be  true. 
But,  si/,  it  is  the  practical  consequences  of  this 

Caended  right  of  Great  Britain^  of  which  we 
ve  the  greatest  cause  to  complain.  Under  the 
pretext  of  impressing  Elnglish  sailors,  thousands 
of  native-born  Amerieaa  seamen  have  been  forci- 
bly dragged  from  their  ships,  their  country,  and 
mends,  and  compelled  to  endure  a  state  ol  mili- 
tary imprisonment  on  board  British  ships  of  war, 
to  fight  against  those  who  were  not  their  enemies, 
and  for  tnose  who  had  despoiled  them  of  their 
liberty,  and  all  which  can  endear  life  to  man.  }t 
is  true,  the  British  Gbvernment  disavows  this 
practice,  bi|t  it  is  equally  true  that  it  is  persisted 
in ;  and  it  is  equally  true,  that  they  are  not  igno- 
lant  that  such  must  be  the  consequence  of  the 
practice  of  impressment. 

Gentlemen  here  lay  great  stress  on  what  they 
are  pleased  to  call  the  necessity  of  Great  Britain's 
exercbing  this  practice  in  order  to  secure  her 
maritime  power,  which  power,  they  say,  is  ne- 
eesaaiy  to  preserve  her  existence.  I  do  not  admit, 
sir,  that  the  overgrown  power  now  possessed  by 
Great  Britain  is  necessary  to  her  existence ;  but, 
if  it  ia^  it  is  no  argument  with  me  for  abandoning 
any  of  our  rights.  This  doctrine  of  necessity,  as 
applied  to  the  Brilish  navy,  is  extremely  vague ; 
and  if  settled  as  a  principle,  would  lead  to  coo- 
seqoences,  by  a  very  plausible  kind  of  reasoning, 
which  would  destroy  the  maritime  rights  of  every 
other  nation.  The  naval  8U{»eriorlty  of  Britain 
is  necessary  to  secure  her  existenoe ;  the  naval 
sapcariority  of  Britain  cannot  be  supported  with- 
om  inst  as  much  of  the  commerce  of  the  world 
as  jke  deems  necessary  to  effectuate  this  object  f 
theie(bre,  Britain  ought  to  have  the  monopoly  of 
ail  commerce  $  she  ousht  to  carry  for  all ;  she 
ought  to  buy  and  sell  for  all,  if  necess^ry^  to  sup- 
port her  navy.  Gentlemen,  I  hope,;l|(^iio\]Ke* 
pared  to  admit  this;  but  really,  when  4i0e;Bee' the 
various  attempts  which  the  British  Gover/un^nt 
have  made  to  change  the  old  settled  priufnlfies  of 
national  law,  or  rather  to  introduce  new  priaci- 
pies,  I  am  compelled  to  believe  she  de^re^  ^owz 
thing  like  such  monopoly.  I  am,  fpx^qi^eyi^dt 
prepared  to  yield  to  the  correctness  of  her  rea^ 
sooiog  as  to  the  necessity  of  pursuing  such  a 
course  for  the  security  of  her  national  existence. 
or  the  existence  of  her  Government ;  neither  am 
I,  admitting  its  correctness,  willing  to  surrender 
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any  of  our  rights  as  an  independent  nation,  in 
order  to  secure  that  object.  Let  us  stand  firmly 
by  our  own  rights,  and  depend  upon  our  own  ex- 
ertions for  security. 

Sir,  I  will  not  enter  into  an  examination  of  the 
question,  whether  this  war  was  declared  at  the 
precise  poipt  of  time  when  it  ought.  I  will  not 
endeavor  to  prove  that  it  ought  to  have  been  de- 
clared sooner,  or  that  the  declaration  ought  to 
have  been  postponed  awhile.  We  are  engaged 
in  war,  and  the  great  desideratum  seems  to  be,  in 
what  way  we  can  most  probably  get  out  of  it 
without  loss  or  disgrace.  Neither  will  I  under- 
take to  investigate  the  question,  whether  this  war 
has  been  skilfully  conducted  or  not.  I  feel  uaajble 
to  say  that  it  has  been  ably  managed ;  it  does , 
seem  to  me,  that  the  means  furnished  have  not 
been  well  directed  to  the  end.  But  this  does  not 
furnish  to  my  mind  a  sufficient  argument  for 
withholding  the  means.  When  we  furnish  the 
means,  we  have  done  our  duty ;  the  responsibility 
will  not  rest  on  us ;  and  1  am  entirely  averse  to 
take  on  my^ielf  the  responsibility  that  might  be 
consequent  upon  a  denial  of  the  means. 

I  will  now  come  to  the  question  presenting  it- 
self more  directly  by  the  bill  under  consideration. 
This  bill  proposes  to  authorize  a  loan,  the  object 
of  which  is  to  procure  money  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  war.  We  have  passed  sundry  bills 
with  a  view  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  whieh 
are  all  dependent,  as  to  their  efficacy,  upon  this; 
all  of  which  will  be  entirely  lifeless  without  this. 
This  is  necessary  to  add  sinews  and  give  ntotion 
to  the  whole  machinery.  Is  it  not  expedient  to 
pass  it  ?  I  hold  that  it  is.  In  reflecting  upon  this 
subject,  I  have  concluded  in  my  mind,  that  it  is 
always  expedient,  when  a  nation  is  engaged  in  a 
state  of  war  with  a  strong  Power — with  a  Power 
capable  of  takipg  advantage  of  its  errors  and  en- 
dangering its  rights — to  prepare  amply  and  prose- 
cute the  war  vigorously,  without  reference  to  the 
original  cause  of  the  war.  I  would  pursue  this 
course,  sir,  because  1  would  be  unwilling  to  put 
to  hazard  any  of  the  unquestionable  rights  of  the 
nation,  by  a  feeble  and  inefficient  course  of  war- 
fare ;  because,  sir,  I  would  rather  the  nation  to 
which  I  belong  would  have  it  in  its  power  to  dic- 
tate the  terms  of  pacification  than  to  be  dictated 
to.  I  am  not  willing  to  admit,  that  as  an  indi- 
vidual, there  are  not  many  acU  of  injustice  which 
I  would  MUher  suffer  than  do ;  in  which  I  would 
rather  be  acted  upon,  than  be  the  actor;  but, sir, 
I  will  frankly  declare,  that  I  would  rather  take 
upon  myself  the  projper  dividend  of  almost  any 
ac4  pf  inj^tuee  to  a  foreign  nation,  than  my  por- 
tipn«of  &tfe*disgraoe  that  might  be  eooseqoeat 
upo.n  a  war  feebly  and  inefficiently  proaeoated. 
The  nation  against  which  we  are  making  war,  is 
«snro9g  nation ;  of  this  we  have  ample  evidenee; 
irery«j'^(^ntly  by  her  prowess,  and  through  the 
.mean's  v^  her  financial  resources,  the  gigantic 
power  of  Bonaparte  has  been  broken  ,and  dissi- 
pated in  Spain  and  Portugal ;  she  has  been  the 
very  soul,  the  animating  principle,  and  given  sin- 
ews to  that  formidable  league  on  continental  fiiU- 
» rope,  which  has  defeated  and  driven  the  Emperor 
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of  France  witbia  the  Hmiu  of  his  own  empire. 
Hare  we  then  nothing  to  fear  from  her  enterprises 
upon  the  supposition  of  remissness  or  nei^ligence 
on  our  part?  I  apprehend  we  haye.  We  pre- 
sent to  ner  enterprises  a  frontier  of  about  four 
thousand  miles,  vulnerable  to  her  and  h^r  red  al- 
lies at  many  points ;  already  has  she  seized  and 
held  for  more  than  a  year,  one  of  our  territories ; 
it  is  still  vulnerable ;  one  of  our  States  is  feeble 
in  population,  and  in  a  manner  severed  from  the 
rest  of  the  nation.  If  we  are  remiss,  will  she  not 
have  it  in  her  power  to  seize  upon  some  weak 
point  and  hold  it,  demanding  as  the  price  of  res- 
titution some  commercial  sacrifice  not  before 
brought  into  view?  She  may  tell  you,  we  will 
not  yield  this  advantage  without  an  equivalent ; 
this  equivalent  may  be  some  restriction  on  vour 
commerce;  or  it  may  be  the  entire  use  of  the 
lakes,  with  barrier  towns  on  this  side  to  secure 
that  object,  or  both.  Have  we  any  pledge  that 
our  enemy,  will  not  have  the  disposition  to  make 
the  most  of  any  successes  consequent  upon  our 
negligence  ?  The  history  of  her  usurpations,  ex- 
actions, and  bloodshed  in  India,  will  answer  the 
question ;  and  the  affair  of  Copenhagen  will  guar- 
anty that  answer. 

Bir,  the  history  of  all  nations  and  ages  will 
admonish  us  against  remissness  or  negligence  in 
the  conduct  of  a  war.  I  will  cite  one  or  two  ex- 
amples. The  history  of  the  origin,  progress,  and 
termination  of  the  second  Punic  war,  between 
Carthage  and  Rome,  exhibits  to  us  an  awful 
warding  against  any  the  least  remissness.  The 
ostensible  origin  of  that  war  was  the  territorial 
limits  of  the  two  nations  in  Spain.  Rome  ad- 
monished the  Carthagentans  against  crossing  the 
river  Iberus.  and  against  molesting  the  people  of 
Saguntum,  her  ally ;  she  was  probably  right  in 
80  doing;  she  claimed  not  anything  of  Carthage 
in  Africa.  The  Carthagenians  regarded  not  her 
admonition ;  a  large,  well-disciplined  army  un* 
der  Hannibal,  the  General  of  Carthajge,  the  great- 
eat  warrior  of  the  age,  commenced  its  march  for 
the  invasion  and  subjugation  of  Rome ;  this  ar- 
my crossed  the  Pyrenees,  traversed  the  length  of 
Gaul,  crossed  over  the  Alps,  and  fell  down  upon 
Italy ;  several  great  battles  were  fought,  in  which 
the  arms  of  Carthage  prevailed ;  and  by  the  great 
victory  of  the  Carthagenians  at  Canne,  the  power 
of  Rome  seemed  to  be  almost  annihilated;  it 
teemed  to  be  limited  to  the  walls  of  the  city. 
Here  was  an  important  crisis  in  this  war;  imme- 
diately after  this  victorVftthe  Republic  of  Car- 
thage ought  to  have  am  ply  and  promptlv  supj^ifd, 
their  General  with  fresh  troops  andmpney.*.  €^r-' 
Ibaga  was  remiss ;  the  consequenoefY>9«'tbat  the 
power  of  Rome  revived ;  and  finally,  th^  f^te  oC 
Carthage  was  settled  on  the  plains  of  Zamc^:  S^^ 
was  compelled  to  sue  for  peace;  she  losrkiv  pas-* 
aessions  in  Spain ;  she  yielded  Rome  ^i^att,  and 
was  ignomioiously  restricted  in  her  Vav^  Add 
commerce.  Now,  sir.  although  I  do  nOt  fndulge 
a  fear  that  it  will  be  as  bad  with  us  as  with  Car- 
thage; yet  I  cannot  but  fear,  that  through  negli- 
gence, we  may  lose  much ;  that  we  may  becom- 
pcUtdtosubmittotermsdisgracefalin  themselves; 


and  as  I  would,  as  a  Carthageaian,  have  regretted 
the  lack  of  the  means  which,  in  all  probability, 
would  have  led  to  the  subjugation  of  Rome,  in 
preference  to  the  losses  and  degradation  of  my 
own  country,  without  reference  to  the  cause  of 
the  war ;  so,  as  an  American,  I  would  regret  that 
we  should  sustain  any  losses,  or  be  compelled  to 
submit  to  degrading  terms ;  and  I  would  the  more 
regret  it,  if  it  should  seem  to  be  the  consequence 
of  negligence.  I  would  prefer  that  we  could  dic- 
tate the  terms  Of  peace,  rather  than  be  dictated 
to,  without  any  reference  to  the  cause  of  the 
war. 

A  strong  example,  sir,  to  show  how  unreason- 
ably nations  at  war  will  rise  in  their  terms  with 
success,  is  exhibited  in  the  celebrated  war  in  Eu- 
rope for  the  succession  to  the  Spanish  throne.  In 
that  war.  Lewis  XIY.,  with  the  greater  part  of 
the  Spanish  nation,  was  arrayed  on  th«  one  side, 
contending  for  the  right  of  a  Bourbon  to  the 
throne;  on  the  other,  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
the  United  Provinces  of  Holland,  and  England, 
contending  in  favor  of  a  descendant  from  the 
House  of  Hapsburfi^.  In  the  progress  of  the  war, 
Louis  was  so  hardly  pressed^  that  he  offered,  in 
order  to  secure  his  own  dominions,  to  withdraw 
his  forces  fVom  aiding  his  connexion ;  but  so  much 
were  the  allies  elated  with  Iheir  success,  that  this 
would  not  satisfy  them ;  they  demanded  that  he 
should  turn  his  arms  against  the  competitor  of 
the  Bourbon  family,  his  grandson.  He  refused 
this,  and  the  result  was  such  as  it  ought  to  have 
been.  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  it  is  expe- 
dient to  authorize  the  loan.  The  honor,  interest 
and  safety  of  this  nation,  I  b4Iieve,  require  it. 

I  will  vote,  sir,  for  this  loan,  with  a  view  to 
pave  the  way  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war;  and  I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  any  legal 
geographical  limit  to  our  military  operations;  I 
am  unwilling  that  we  should  by  law.  as  some 
desire,  confine  our  exertions  to  our  own  territory. 
If  we  were  thus  to  limit  ourselves,  the  enemy 
would  have  it  completely  in  their  power  to  choose 
the  time  and  place  of  battle,  and  could  never  be 
expected  to  fight  us  but  when  they  were  able  to 
beat  us:  if  we  marched  an  army  to  any  point  of 
our  frontier  to  oppose  and  give  them  battle,  they 
would  not  be  there  unless  able  to  beat  us;  but 
you  would  immediately  hear  of  some  incursion 
into  our  territory  in  some  other  part ;  march  an 
army  to  this  second  point,  and  you  will  not 
find  them  unless  in  sufficient  force  to  beat  you. 
Affain,  sir,  under  this  system  of  confining  our- 
senres.kx  geographical  limits^  the  enemy  will  be 
jl^rjhilfre^^  make  the  qtmost  of  any  vietorv  ob- 
«a{fied*n€ai'our  borders,  whilst  on  the  other  hand 
)t)e:  cit)ssing  the  line  in  flight  will  save  their 
tOuted«armies.  I  cannot  consent,  sir,  to  shield  a 
^fl^fng  Ibjs  by  an  act  of  Congress.  I  wish,  sir,  to 
*^diis  4rar  conducted  according  to  the  best  roles 
'of>4fid  wrl :  the  sum  of  which  is,  to  produce  to  our 
enemy  the  greatest  possible  loss  of  blood  and 
treasure  b^  the  least  possible  loss  on  our  side.  I 
believe  this  will  be  better  effected  by  concentra- 
ting a  sufficient  force  and  making^an  invasion  of 
their  territory,  than  by  waiting  for  their  enter- 
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prises  apon  oar  tenilory.  I  wooid  prefer  thtt 
the  territory  of  cor  eoemy  should  be  the  thefttre  of 
mililary  dc«ds,  rather  than  oar  own. 

I  have  not  entered  into  any  niee  financial  cal- 
enlatioos,  or  made  any  deep  researches  into  the 
prineiples  of  political  economy,  in  order  to  be 
able  to  determine  whether  the  people  of  this 
eoootry  will  be  able  to  loan  to  the  Government 
the  money  contemplated ;  but  I  believe,  judging 
from  past  occorrences,  that  it  may  be  obtained:  1 
believe  it  to  be  necessary,  and  I  cannot  bring  my 
mind  to  vote  against  this  bill  upon  any  specuia- 
tioDsof  this  kind.  If  we  pass  the  bill,  and  the 
mooey  cannot  be  obtained,  the  fkult  will  not  be 
iaas;  we  will  have  discharged  on rselves  Qf  re- 
sponsibility. Bat,  sir,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of 
remarking,  that  if  the  present  state  of  things  con- 
tiaoe  long,  this  Qovernment  will  not  be  able  to 
borrow  money  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  times; 
or  will  be  compelled  to  give  a  most  exorbitant 
rate  of  interest.  This  nation  is  now  prohibited 
from  selling  anything  and  permitted  to  bay  much. 
The  porebases  of  foreign  articles,  it  does  seem  to 
me,  mast  be  paid  for  in  specie ;  this  will  produce 
a  drain  of  oar  specie;  as  specie  becomes  scarce, 
its  comparative  value  will  rise ;  men  who  have 
capital  of  this  sort  will  of  coarse  either  lay  it  out 
in  the  porchase  of  property  advantageously ;  or, 
apon  loans,  will  exact  a  much  higher  rate  of 
iacerest. 

Sir,  much  has  been  said  in  relation  to  the 
rights  of  majorities  and  minorities;  and  with  re- 
spect to  what  each  may  rightfully  do.  I  do  not 
mean,  sir,  to  enter  into  any  tedious  discussion 
■pon  these  subjects ;  but  I  feel  somewhat  inter- 
ested in  stating  what  I  believe  to  be  my  duty  as 
one  of  the  legislators  of  this  nation.  I  believe  it 
to  be  my  duty  to  endeavor  to  understand  the 
true  bearing  of  the  questions  proposed  here ;  as 
well  in  relation  to  the  Constitution  which  bounds 
oar  powers,  as  to  its  political  consequences,  as  a 
measure  of  expediency,  not  disregarding  any  facts 
which  may  stand  connected  with  it ;  and,  after 
luviag  obuined  as  correct  a  view  of  the  subject 
as  my  mental  powers  will  permit,  to  give  a  vote 
that  will  accord  with  the  judgment  of  my  mind. 
When  I  have  taken  this  course,  I  will  have  my 
ewB  approbation;  I  will  be  supported  by  con- 
saonsness  of  rectitade.  Really,  sir,  I  cannot 
yidd  that  it  it  incumbent  on  me  to  pace  through 
tbb  hall  and  inquire  of  every  member  what  will 
be  his  vote,  in  order  to  determine  on  what  side 
the  majority  will  fall;  with  the  view  to  determine 
in  what  way  I  shall  vote.  I  may  be  put  down 
for  nc^  persuing  this  course;  I  am  prepared  to 
meet  such  event.  I  will  endeavor— it  is  my 
doty— to  submit  to  all  Constitutiontl  acts  of  the 
majority;  bat  I  am  not  bound  to  declare  they  are 
wise  or  expedient. 

There  has  been  much  said  on  the  subject  of 
parties  in  a  Republic ;  we  have  been  eloquently 
admonished  against  the  evil  effects  of  party  spirit 
in  a  minority.  Sir,  my  opinion  is,  that  the  ex- 
ertions of  a  minority  may  be  productive  of  evil 
eoBseqoences,  when  steadily  pursued  as  an  em- 
bodied party;  such  exertions  may  encourage  a 


foreign  enemy  to  persevere  in  a  course  of  hostile 
policy,  and  may  have  the  effect  of  driving  the 
majority  into  a  crooked,  wavering,  and  feeble 
course  of  policy.    But  whilst  I  admit  the  dan- 

firs  and  evils  to  be  apprehended  on  the  one  side, 
will  not  be  forgetful  that  there  are  dangers  on 
the  other.  Fearless,  then,  of  the  frowns  of  any 
party,  I  declare  to  vou  that  I  believe,  that  when- 
ever the  liberties  of  this  nation  are  destroyed,. it* 
will  be  done  by  a  majority.  Party  spirit  seems 
to  me  to  be  growing  apace  in  this  country;  and 
the  arts  of  obtaining  and  perpetuating  party  power 
ar.e  fast  developing  themselves;  to  what  conse- 

Suences  they  will  lead,  I  cannot  sav  with  certainty* 
•ut  really,  sir,  I  cannot  but  indulge  in  fears  that 
I  will  live  to  see  the  day  when  everything  of 
rational  liberty  will  be  annihilated  by  some  ma- 
jority ;  when  all  the  honors  and  emoluments  of 
the  nation  will  be  disposed  of,  at  the  whim  and 
caprice  of  three,  four,  or  five  of  the  leaders  of  the 
majority :  and  all  these  things  will  be  managed 
with  the  forms  and  in  the  name  of  liberty,  under 
the  warmest  professions  of  attachment  to  the 
public  weal.  I  cannot  fix  upon  any  precise  time 
for  the  happening  of  this  event ;  but  I  believe  I 
can  ^ive  you  many  of  the  signs ;  and  when  all 
the  signs  are  seen  by  men  of  discernment,  they 
will  verily  know  that  the  event  has  come  to  pass. 
When  this  event  happens,  there  will  be  dispersed 
through  this  nation  a  host  of  hireling  editors  of 
newspapers,  busily  engaged  in  puffing  their  em- 
ployers, and  moulding  and  fashioning  public 
sentiment  by  deception  to  suit  their  views.  When 
this  event  happens,  this  country  will  swarm  with 
little  demagogues,  whose  appropriate  business 
will  be  to  sound  the  praise  of  their  leaders,  and 
misguide  public  sentiment  j  playing,  at  the  same 
time,  the  part  of  sycophants  to  their  leaders,  and 
the  deceivers  of  the  people;  looking  for  their  re- 
ward, and  willing  to  be  sent  here  and  wire  worked 
by  the  great  political  jugglers  in  the  way  which 
may  best  suit  their  purposes.  In  those  dafys,  every 
sentiment  deemed  important  by  the  leaders  will 
be  made  a  test,  an  article  of  political  orthodoxy, 
and  all  who  will  not  assent  will  be  considered  as 
heretics:  it  wilt  not  be  enough  that  a  man  is  at- 
tached to  the  Constitution  of  his  country,  and 
that  he  has  acquired  a  character  for  integrity  and 
good  sense — he  must  praise  his  leaders— his  sen-, 
timents  must  be  in  perfect  accordance  upon  all 
points.  Then  will  be  heard-denunciations  against 
all  who  have  not  precisely  pursued  the  coarse 
marked  out;  made  for  the  purpose  of  whipping 
in  the  timid  and  crusbina  the  firm.  When  this 
crisis  arrives,  this  hall,  which  oueht  through  all 
time  be  the  great  watch-tower  of  libertv— from 
which  the  language  of  the  patriot  might  ne  heard 
in  the  voice  of  warning;  and  from  which  the 
rays  of  political  truth  might  be  shed  abroad  by 
open,  fair,  and  manly  discussion,  will  on  favorite 
occasions  be  silent  as  death :  by  the  use  of  the 
previous  question,  and  upon  the  ready  plea  of  the 
necessity  of  despatching  business,  discussion  will 
be  silenced ;  and  this  hall  present  to  the  eye  a 
college  of  silent  recorders.  Then  will  the  rights 
of  aUwho  have  indepeadence  of  mind  to  disap' 
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proye  of  the  coarse  of  a  party,  howerer  mach  It 
may  merit  it,  consist  of  obedience  to  their  will.. 

Whatever  others  niay  think,  my  judgment  and 
feelings  conspire  and  embolden  me  to  say,  that 
a  majority  may  err.  It  was  corrupt  majorities, 
if  my  memory  serves  tne  correctly,  that,  by  their 
intrigiies  with  Philip  of  Macedon,  paved  tile  way 
for  his  subjugation  of  the  Grecian  Republics. 
^  The  triumvirate  of  Caesar,  Poropey,  and  Crassus, 
wielded  a  majority  of  the  Roman  Senate.  Crom- 
well had  his  majority  in  the  English  Parliament 
—yes,  sir,  he  had  his  entire  Parliament.  Robes- 
pierre had  his  majority  in  the  French  National 
Convention.  Even  Nero  observed  the  forms  of 
the  Roman  Republic,  and  had  his  majority  in  the 
Senate  of  Rotne. 

Mr.  Pearson  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman:  The  extent  and  variety  of  this 
discussion  may,  perhapNs,  tend  to  impair  the  real 
importance  and  mtrinsic  solemnity  of  the  subject 
immediately  presented  to  our  consideration.  It 
is,  however^  so  intimately  connected  with  the 
eharacteristic  policy  and  avowed  objects  of  the 
Administration,  as  to  render  their  separation  al- 
most impracticable,  and  may  well  justify,  if  not 
positively  demand,  some  inquiry  into  that  policy 
and  those  objects.  By  the  bill  on  your  table,  to- 
gether with  the  issue  of  paper  called  Treasury 
notes,  for  five  millions  of  dollars,  it  is  proposed  to 
obtain  thirty  millions  of  dollars  on  the  credit  of 
the  Qovernment,  to  be  applied  exclusively  to  the 
military  and  naval  service  of  the  current  year ; 
the  whole  receipts  from  taxes,  and  other  sources 
of  revenue,  not  amounting  to  more  than  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  on  former  loans,  the  stipulated 
reimbursement  of  part  of  the  old  debt,  and  ex- 
penses of  the  civil  list.  The  first  question  which 
E resents  itself  is  this:  Can  the  Administration 
orrow,  on  terms  which  they  ought  to  accept,  the 
immense  sum  now  proposed  ?  l  profess  not,  sir, 
any  peculiar  skill  in  nuance,  and  but  a  limited 
knowledge  of  the  fiscal  concerns  of  this  country. 
I  will,  therefore,  not  hazard  a  positive  opinion  as 
to  the  practicability  of  obtaining  the  proposed 
loan,  though  I  have  no  hesiution  in  believing 
that  it  wilfnot  be  obtained  with  the  facility  im- 
agined by  some  gentlemen,  and  that  the  practical 
resources  of  the  country,  in  its  present  situation, 
•  have  been  greatly  overrated. 

The  honorable  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means^  (Mr.  Eppbs,)  in  a  manner  per- 
haps required  to  insure  success  to  his  measures, 
exhibited  a  very  flattering  prospect  of  the  aggre- 
gate value  of  our  country — the  annual  profits  of 
indu8try^-4nd  the  probable  amount  of  necessary 
and  unnecessary  circulating  medium.  I  object 
not  to  the  effort  of  that  gentleman,  to  convince  us 
of  the  ability  of  the  country,  and  the  interest  of 
the  money  holders  to  lend,  when  his  object  is  to 
borrow.  In  private  life,  when  a  proposition  is 
made,  or  a  favor  asked,  tne  appeal  is  made  to  our 
ability  or  our  interest.  If  our  charity  is  applied 
to,  the  excellence  of.  that  cardinal  virtue  is  not 
only  portrayed  by 'the  successful  mendicant,  but 
his  claim  becomes  irresistible  the  moment  he  per- 
suades us  that  virtue  is  eminently  our  own. 


AH  estimates  of  the  character  of  those  which 
tho  gentleman  has  furnished,  must,  in  their  na- 
ture, be  uncertain,  because  their  great  basis  resta 
principally  on  conjecture.  Were  I  asked  to 
set  a  price  on  the  soil  of  my  country,  which  would 
compensate  its  present  possessors  for  the  aban- 
donment of  it,  and  oblige  them  to  seek  existeno« 
in  other  climes,  I  would  indignantly  sav.  Not  the 
accumulated  wealth  of  the  world  could  for  a  mo- 
ment tempt  us  to  part  with  the  land  of  our  fa- 
thers— our  inestimable  inheritance.  In  this  point 
of  view,  the  estimate  of  the  capital  of  the  country 
at  $2,567,480,000  is  far  below  iu  intrinsic  value. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  the  idea  is  intended  to  be  con- 
veyed that  this  sum  constitutes  a  disposable  cap- 
ital, or  a  fund  from  which  is  derived  a  profit  m 
any  considerably  degree  equal  to  the  ordinary  in- 
terest of  monej^,  such  a  supposition  is  too  illusory 
to  require  refutation.  Without  examining  the 
several  items  which  are  assumed  as  constituting 
this  general  ajr^regate  of  our  wealth,  I  will  con- 
tent mjrself  with  examining  one  only ;  and  should 
it  appear  to  have  been  overrated  nearly  one  hund- 
red fold,  the  elaborate  superstructure  of  the  hon- 
orable chairman  must  necessarily  be  shaken,  and 
the  whole  fabric  left  for  its  support  on  little  more 
than  vague  conjecture  and  visionary  speculation. 
The  item  I  allude  to  is  $800,000,000.  the  estimat- 
ed value  of  our  wild  unappropriated  lands.  What 
those  lands  may  be  worth  some  centuries  to  come 
I  pretend  not  to  say ;  but  it  is  a  well  known  fact, 
that  the  average  proceeds  Trom  the  sale  of  them 
for  the  last  six  or  eight  yea^  has  not  exceeded 
$600,000.;  and  as  this  seems  to  be  the  era  for  con- 
quest, and  further  extension  of  our  territorial  lim- 
its, I  doubt  whether  we  can,  for  many  years  to 
come,  calculate  on  increased  sales  of  unappropri- 
ated lands.  Taking,  then.  9600,000  as  the  annual 
value  of  this  fund,  it  is  evid^t  a  disposable  cap- 
ital often  millions  would  yield  an  equal  income. 
The  conclusion  is  irresistible,  that  this  esti- 
mated capiul  of  $860,000,000,  employed  in  tl^ 
manner  in  which  it  is,  and  probably  as  it  ought 
to  be,  is  only  equal  to  ten  millions  of  specie,  or 
other  active  capital.  Thus,  for  all  practical  finan- 
cial purposes,  the  estimated  value  of  those  landa 
is  eighty  f6ld  beyond  their  real  disposable  value. 
Sir,  we  might  as  well  boast  of  the  value  of  the 
air  we  breathe,  or  of  our  political  institutions,  ns 
to  talk  of  a  fund  which  cannot  be  brought  into 
action,  or  in  any  way  converted  to  meet  the  pe- 
cuniary exigencies  of  the  Government.  The 
comparison.  I  think,  for  the  purposes  of  the  ar^- 
ment,  a  fair  one.  This  little  book  (the  Constitu- 
.  tion)  is  worth  to  my  country  more  than  would  be 
the  wealth  of  Europe — at  the  same  time  it  tmn 
be  purchased  in  any  book  shop  for  the  cost  of 
printing  and  paper.  The  sum  which  could  be 
raised  from  the  exclusive  sale  of  it,  would  bear 
no  imaginable  proportion  to  its  intrinsic  value — 
so  also  must  be  the  result  of  all  calculations,  for 
financial  purposes,  on  those  wild  lands,  and  a  vnat 
proportion  of  undisposable  capital  in  this  and 
every  other  country. 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  Bppeb)  has  also  favored 
us  with  an  estimate  of  the  annual  income  arising 
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from  his  mmumed  ciq»UaL  To  this  the  mme  gpa- 
cni  objeetions  will  apply ;  the  premiums  Imng 
wanmtd,  the  eonclosioiis  are  necessarily  incoa- 
elnsiTe.  The  result  of  this  estimate  gives  to  us 
an  annual  income  of  ^256,849,600.  The  first  re- 
mark whieh  ocears  to  me  b  the  rery  eztraordi- 
anry  eireomstanee  of  the  gentleman  having  omit- 
ted to  discriminate  between  the  net  and  gross 
income,  arising  from  any  giren  object ;  we  are, 
therefore,  totally  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  to 
eomi^r  this  rmdt  as  comprehending  the  net  or 
gross  income  arising  from  the  capital  of  the  coun- 
try. I  presame,  however,  it  is  a  mixture  of  both , 
and  therefore  affords  a  latitude  for  conjecture,  too 
kaad  to  arrive  at  the  truth.  It  cannot  be  net 
income,  because  the  amount  exceeds  twelve  per 
eeat.  on  the  given  capital ;  a  result  which  the 
BMst  san^ne  cannot  admit.  It  cannot  be  gross 
income,  because  it  is  well  known  the  annual  pro- 
duce from  agriculture  exceeds  $19,640,600 — as  is 
anffieiently  proved  by  the  oflleial  reports  of  annual 
dttnestie  exports-— which  in  better  times  amount- 
ad  to  nearly  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  and  would 
now  exceed  that  amount  were  it  not  for  the  war 
and  that  deadly  incubus,  the  Embargo,  which 
presses  to  death  the  resources  and  activity  of  the 
eountry.  Th^e  sum  allowed  for  commercial  in- 
come may  remain  as  a  rule  for  other  times;  at 
piCMt  w«  have  no  commerce,  and  consequently 
BO  iaeonae  from  that  source. 

Without  examining  all  the  items  of  this  ac- 
count of  the  honorable  chairman,  I  cannot  avoid 
BotieiDg  the  lut,  though  not  least,  article  on  the 
list.  It  is  the  product  of  other  occupations,  in- 
cluding manufactures,  as  stated  in  the  last  Gen- 
snsy  amounting  to  $172,000,000.  This^  I  presume. 
Bust  be  intended  as  the  gross  product,  and  indeea 
it  is  so  gross  as  not  to  he  susceptible  of  applica- 
tioa  by  the  Government,  to  any  purposes  of 
fittinee.  I  admit,  with  great  satisfaction,  the  in- 
txinste  ralue  of  our  domestic  manufactures;  our 
people,  of  almost  every  4a8eription«  particularly 
of  the  mborious  class,  are  clothed  with  the  fabrics 
BMde,  for  the  most  part,  in  their  own  families. 
This  is  as  it  ought  to  be,  and  is  far  preferable  to 
those  hotC>ed  manufacturing  establishments  which 
^ing  op  in  times  of  national  depression,  and 
can  only  flourish  on  the  ruins  of  aflrieulture  and 
eoaunerce,  particularly  in  the  Southern  and  Mid* 
die  States,  where  our  dispersed  population,  our 
telle  fields,  and  extensive  seacoast,  all  point  to 
the  plough  and  the  ship  as  the  instruments  of 
Iheir  wealth  and  prosperity — as  the  means  most 
eondncive  to  national  good  and  individual  virtue. 

I  sroaid seriously  ask  ^ntlemeo,  what  revenue 
they  eonld  eacpeet  to  derive  from  a  tax  on  the  de- 
■Mstie  manufactures  of  the  Southern,  Middle,  or 
even  Western  Statesi  Were  this  attempted,  it 
might  not  literally  take  the  bread  out  of  the  mouth 
oC  the  laborer,  but  it  would  strip  him  of  the  gar- 
meats  ha  wore ;  it  would  bear  most  heavy  on  the 
poorer  class  of  citizens,  and  in  proportion  to  the 
Bonaher  of  women  and  children  in  a  family,  in 
that  proportion  would  such  a  tax  operate  on  them. 
In  the  States  which  I  have  mentioned  we  have  no 
aniplns  aanufatimes;  and  from  all  the  States  the 


exports  of  manufactures,  I  believe,  cannot  be  cal- 
culated at  more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars. 
The  exports  from  those  sources  did  not,  the  last 
vear,  exceed  about  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. From  this  course  of  reasoning  I  am  war- 
ranted in  concluding  that,  for  Government  use, 
or  financial  purposes,  this  immense  sum  of  $172,- 
000,000  dwindles  down  to  about  half  a  million  of 
dollars,  and  that  more  cannot  be  made  out  of  it, 
unless  we  are  doomed  to  go  naked. 

The  honorable  chairman,  having  fixed  the  cap> 
ital  and  productive  income  of  the  country,  pro- 
ceeds to  ascertain,  by  a  process  I  profess  not  to 
understand,  the  amount  both  of  necessary  and  un- 
necessary circulatiUff  medium.  The  necessary 
circulating  medium  he  estimates  at  about  $47,- 
000,000,  and  the  surplus  at  $53,000,000,  making 
in  the  whole  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  of 
which  he  conceives  fifty-three  millions  may  be 
loaned  to  the  Government..  Permit  me  here  to 
remark,  that  this  calculation  appears  to  me  to  be 
at  war  with  all  those  correct  principles  which 

fovern  the  transactions  of  moneyed  capitalists, 
t  would  be  perfect  folly  for  them  to  put  into  cir- 
culation more  medium  than  is  necessary  for  the 
demands  of  commerce,  and  the  ordinary  gradual 
improvement  of  the  country ;  if  they  attempted 
it  the  surplus  would  return  upon  tnem,  or  the 
rate  of  interest  would  be  reduced  in  proportion  to 
the  excess  of  paper  set  afloat.  The  present  high 
rate  of  interest  contradicts  the  idea  of  the  exist- 
ence of  such  a  superabundance  of  circulating  me- 
dium. The  actual  specie  in  the  United  States 
does  not  exceed  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars; 
this  is  generally  held  by  the  banks,  and  their  pa- 
per literally  constitutes  the  circulating  medium, 
and  not  a  dollar  can  be  obtained  from  the  banks 
at  less  interest  than  about  seven  and  a  quarter 
per  cent.,  consequently,  whatever  may  be  the 
nominal  amount  of  bank  eapital,  they  cannot 
keep  in  circulation  more  than  the  amount  neces- 
sary for  the  objects  which  I  have  stated,  which 
the  gentleman  admits  to  be  forty-seven  millions 
of  dollars.  I  am  inclined,  therefore,  to  think  the 
actual  circulating  medium,  in  times  of  ordinarr 
prosperity,  does  not  exceed  fiAy  millions  of  dol- 
lars. This  paper  medium,  resting  on  a  specijB 
capital  of  not  more  than  twenty  millions^  will 
not,  with  safety,  admit  issues  to  a  greater  amount. 
Already  has  the  Government  borrowed  within 
the  last  two  years  near  forty  millions  of  dollars, 
most  of  which  has  been  obtained  from  the  banks, 
and  from  individuals  who  make  the  banks  the  in- 
struments of  enabling  them  to  comply  with  their 
engagements.  The  fair  and  honest  ability  of  the 
banks  to  lend  does  not  exist  to  a  much  greator 
extent,  unless  the  stock  of  the  Government  is 
considered  a  safe  fund  on  which  they  may  issue 
their  own  paper  to  any  amount. 

If  this  be  the  case,  it  is  evident  the  whole  sys- 
tem is  a  tottering  fabric  of  credit ;  the  Govern- 
ment relying  on  the  credit  of  the  banks,  and  the 
banks  resting  on  the  credit  of  the  Government. 
If  this  confidence  does  exist,  and  is  likely  to  con- 
tinue, I  would  ask,  why  not  issue  Gk>vernmeat 
paper  at  onee,  and  save  the  enonnous  interest  now 
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paid  to  the  banks,  and  run  the  ebanees  of  depre- 
ciation, instead  of  depreciating  it  ourselves  by 
ffiving  a  premium  for  other  paper,  which  may 
depreciate  equally  soon  ?  I  mean  not  to  advocate 
a  project  of  this  sort,  my  object  is  only  to  show 
that  the  present  system  is  bottomed  on  credit 
alone,  and  therefore  may  fail. 

The  present  unfortunate  situation  of  the  coun- 
try adds  much,  in  my  judgment,  to  the  force  of 
those  remarks.  If  we  had  a  flourishing  com- 
merce— if  there  existed  a  free,  reciprocal  inter- 
course between  the  several  States — if  there  were 
a  perfect  community  of  interests,  and  a  riveted 
confidence  between  the  various  sections  of  the 
country,  and  especially  between  the  moneyed 
men  and  the  moneyed  institutions  in  all  the 
States,  the  prospect  would  be  greatly  changed. 
In  those  events,  credit  might  be  relied  on  to  al- 
most any  imaginable  extent.  But,  sir,  this  un- 
fortunately is  not  our  jot.  Blocked  up  as  we  are 
by  the  enemy's  squadron  on  our  coast;  corked  up 
by  our  still  more  unmerciful  Embargo  and  Non- 
importation laws,  calculated,  as  it  were,  to  fill  up 
the  little  chasm  of  ilb  which  the  enemy  alone 
could  not  inflict;  the  entire  coasting  trade  de- 
stroyed, and  even  the  pittance  of  intercourse  from 
one  port  to  another  in  the  same  State  prohibited ; 
the  planters  of  the  Southern  and  Middle  States, 
finding  no  markets  for  their  products  at  home,  are 
driven  to  thfc  alternative  of  wagoning  it  hundreds 
of  miles  in  search  of  a  precarious  market  in  the 
Northern  and  Eastern  States,  or  permitting  it  to 
rot  on  their  hands.  Many  of  those  articles  which 
are,  or  have  become  bv  habit,  necessary  for  their 
comfort,  are  procured  at  the  most  extravagant 

Kices  from  other  sections  of  the  Union.  The 
lance  of  trade,  if  trade  it  may  be  called,  from 
these  and  other  causes  being  so  entirely  against 
the  Southern  and  Middle  States,  the  whole  of 
our  specie  is  fast  travelling  to  the  North  and  East; 
our  bank  paper  is  thrown  back  upon  the  institu- 
tions from  which  it  was  issued,  and  as  the  war 
expenditures  are  proportionably  inconsiderable 
in  the  Southern  and  Middle  States,  where  the 
loans  have  been  principally  obtained,  the  bills  of 
those  banks  are  daily  returning,  and  their  vaults 
drained  of  their  specie,  to  be  locked  up  in  the 
Western  and  Eastern  States,  never  to  return  but 
with  the  return  of  peace  and  commerce.  The  ex- 
traordinary and  alarmiaff  demands  which  have 
lately  been  otiade  from  Boston  on  the  banks  of 
Mew  York,  and  which  I  understand  are  progress- 
ing to  the  douth,  prove  these  remarks  not  to  be 
the  mere  eflect  of  fancy. 

But,  sir,  iadmitting  for  the  argument,  that  the 
bank  capital  is  as  great  as  has  been  supnosed,.and 
their  notes,  which  constitute  the  circulating  me- 
dium, are  in  amount  equal  to  the  demands  of 
Government;  does  it  follow  that  this  medium  is 
ao  regulated  as  to  be  safelv  obtained  from  the 
banks,  and  efieetually  applied  to  the  wants  of  the 
/Government?  If  gentlemen  suppose  the  real  cir- 
culating medium  is  increased  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  banks  established  in  every  section  of 
the  country,  they  are  greatly  deceived.  Bank 
^per  being  the  representative  of  specif  the  re- 


spective spheres  of  bank  notes  will  be  circum- 
scribed, in  proportion  to  the  greater  number  of 
banks  by  which  they  have  been  issued ;  because 
it  is  the  policy  and  interest  of  banks,  in  order  to 
save  their  coin,  not  to  receive  in  payment  or  give 
circulation  to  notes  of  distant  banks.  If  such  notea 
are  received,  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming^ 
their  own,  or  demanding  the  specie,  and  therefore 
cannot  be  considered  an  eligible,  or  indeed  a  eir* 
culatiog  medium  at  all,  except  to  a  limited  ex- 
tent, often  confined  to  a  particular  county  or  State. 
In  ordinary  times  this  inconvenience  may  not  be 
severely  felt;  an  native  commerce  and  free  ex* 
change  of  commodities  between  the  different 
States  would  lessen  the  evil.  But,  sir,  in  timea 
of  commotion  and  of  unusual  expenditure,  whea 
the  Government  cannot  adapt  its  local  expendi- 
tures to  its  local  receipts,  when  the  ordinary  rou- 
tine of  business  is  broken  up,  bank  paper  will  not 
be  receivable  beyond  the  neighborhood  of  its  own. 
institution,  or  will  be  imm^iately  thrown  back 
upon  it.  Those  institutions  must  necessarily  be- 
come more  limited  and  more  guarded  in  their 
operations,  or  a  failure  must  be  the  conseouence. 
The  reliance  of  the  Government  on  this  kind  of 
circulating  medium  must  be  precarious.  Suppose 
some  of  the  principal  banks  were  to  contract  for 
the  greater  part  or  the  proposed  loan,  and  issue 
their  own  paper  on  the  credit  of  the  stock  to  be 
created ;  these  bills  not  finding  general  circulation, 
or  a  shock  ^ven  to  the  institutions,  either  by  ac- 
cident or  mismanagement,  what  would  be  the  sit- 
uation of  Government?  Their  finances  would 
be  deranged,  their  credit  impaired — enriched  with 
a  debt,  but  their  cofiers  empty. 

Without  venturing  an  express  opinion  whether 
the  proposed  loan  can  be  obtained  from  the  citi- 
zens of  o.ur  country,  I  will  be  allowed  to  expresa 
a  truism — that  the  power  of  Government  fairly 
to  borrow,  must  depend  on  the  ability  of  the  people 
fairly  to  lend.  This  ability  may  be  judged  of,  W 
each  gentleman  estimating  the  proportion  which 
his  constituents  would  have  to  contribute  in  the 
Constitutional  mode  of  taxation  and  representa- 
tion. By  this  mode  of  calculation,  one  of  the 
counties  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent,. 
(Rowan.)  would  have  to  eobtribute  about  ninety 
thousand  dollars — her  proportion  of  the  present 
three  million  direct  tax  being  about  nine  thousand 
dollars,  consequently  her  proportion  of  thirty  mil- 
lions would  be  ten  times  that  amount.  Altboogh 
this  is  a  fertile  and  populous  county,  its  inhabit- 
ants are  unable  to  contribute  such  a  sum  in  thia 
or  knj  other  year^  without  a  ^sacrifice  of  their 
farms  and  the  ordinary  comforts  of  subsistence* 
The  same  remark  will  apply  with  equal  force  to- 
the  other  counties  eoastitutinff  the  district  I  rep- 
resent, and  perhaps  with  equal  force  to  every  db- 
trict  in  the  State. 

Leaving  this  view  of  the  subject,  which  may 
be  considered  in  a  great  measure  speculative,  I 
find  other  objections  to  the  bill  crowding  on  me 
with  a  force  not  to  be  resisted.  It  is  sufficient  for 
me  to  know  that  thirty  millions  of  additional  debt 
are  about  to  be  saddled  on  my  country  for  the 
military  operations  of  this  nngle  year.    It  t» 
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_  I  for  me  to  kaow  tb«t  the  expenditqres  of 
tbe  Qovernment,  from  January,  1812.  to  January, 
1815,  will  have  exceeded  ninety  millions  of  dol- 
lars, exelusiTe  of  many  millions  of  outstandings 
claims^  and  that  the  public  debt  will,  at  the  close 
of  the  present  year,  exceed  one  hundred  and  five 
BiiUioiis  of  dollara.  This  brings  me  again  to  reflect 
what  is  the  proportion  which  my  constituents  will 
have  to  pay^  agreeable  to  the  Constitutional  mode 
of  taxatioa,  and  unless  you  restore  peace  and  com- 
merce BO  other  mode  can  b^  adopted.  For  the 
sake  of  brevity  I  will  take  one  county,  ([Rowan,) 
as  before^  her  proportion  of  three  millions  being 
nine  thousand,  (I  speak  in  round  numbers,)  the 
anoant  of  debt  at  the  close  of  the  present  year 
boBg  one  hundred  and  five  millions,  the  propor- 
tioo  of  this  one  county  will  be  three  hundred  and 
iillcen  thousand  dollars,  the  annual  interest  of 
which,  at  seven  per  cent,  will  be  twenty-two 
thousand  and  five  dollars.  This,  sir,  is  more  than 
the  surplus  product  of  their  industry,  and  more 
than  they  are  able  to. pay. 

For  what,  then,  it  may  be  naturally  inquired, 
is  this  mass  of  debt  created — those  mighty  sacri- 
fices to  be  made?  Is  it  to  prosecute  a  war  of  con- 
ooest  against  the  British  possessions  in  Canada  ? 
I  believe  this  is  the  object.  If  so,  without  stop- 
ping to  ealculate  the  chances  of  success,  which 
are  gloomy  indeed,  if  we  may  judge  from  what 
has  passed,  1  hesiute  not  to  say,  it  is  an  unprofit- 
aUe  contest,  unworthy  our  enorts,  and  will  illy 
requite  our  toils.  For  my  single  self  I  would  not 
give  a  draft  on  the  fallen  Bonaparte  for  my  share 
of  the  spoliations  which  he  has  committed  on  our 
commerce,  for  all  tbe  advantages  which,  in  my 
judgmeat,   will  result  from  the  acquisition  of 


Gentlemen,  however,  tell  us,  their  ulterior  ob- 
ject u  "  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights."  Are  those 
objects  to  be  attained  by  the  conquest  of  Canada? 
Do  you  expect  to  barter  the  fancied  conquered 
territories  for  "free  trade  aqd  sailors'  rights?" 
Whatever  opinions  might  have  originaliv  been 
entertained  on  this  question,  they  exist  no  longer. 
Canada  once  taken,  you  cannot  get  clear  of  it 
wiiliout  giving  up  the  Western  States  at  the  same 
time.  No,  sir,  it  will  be  fixed  on  you,  although 
"free  trade  and  sailors'  rights"  should  never  be 
heard  of  more.  The  little  fleeting  success  which 
foUow^  the  achievement  on  Lake  Erie  last  Fall, 
brovght  forth  the  real,  though  till  then  latent  sen- 
timciiu  of  the  Western  States.  Their  language 
was  UMqui vocal — Canada  must  not,  shall  not  be 
giwem  vp.  The  present  Administration  would 
BOty  mod  perhaps  could  not,  resist  this  Western 
loiieDL  Canada  once  taken,  even  were  we  dis- 
Msed  to  surrender  it,  1  doubt  whether  it  would 
he  a  valuable  article  of  traffic  in  our  hands;  I 
doubt  whether  Qreat  Britain  would  desire  the 
itpossession  of  so  precarious  a  tenure.  Those 
pioviaces  would  forever  after  be  at  our  command ; 
the  inhabitants  would  be  our  tepants  at  will,  and 
subject  to  our  good  pleasure.  To  retain  posses- 
sioQ  might  be  attended  with  vast  expense  and 
danger  to  our  country.  Great  Britain  might  de- 
sire to  reeover  by  fqice  what  was  lost  by  force, 


but  in  no  other  way  could  the  possession  be  either 
valuable  or  secure.  Admitting  Canada  to  be 
taken,  (and  that  we  have  the  physical  force  to 
take  it  I  do  not  deny,)  I  demand  of  the  advocates 
of  this  war  to  know  what  is  then  to  be  done.  Do 
they  mean  to  plant  their  standard  on  the  walls  of 
duebec,  apportion  out  the  lands  to  the  conquer- 
ors, and  sing  a  requiem  to  ^'free  trade  and  sailors'* 
rignts  ?"  These  questions  never  have  been  satis- 
factorily answered.  It  is  time  the  people  should" 
know  and  understand  them.  My  humble  opinion 
is,  if  any  legitimate  object  exists  for  tbe  prosecu- 
tion of  this  war,  that  object  is  not  to  be  obtained 
by  tbe  conquest  of  Canada  3  I  therefore  advise 
the  abandonment  of  this  phantom,  at  least  during: . 
the  pendency  of  tbe  present  negotiation.  Hus- 
band the  resources  of  the  country — do  what  you 
can  for  commerce  and  the  navy,  and,  above  all 
things,  prepare  for  defence,  by  aflbrding  compe- 
tent protection  to  your  bleeding  frontiers  and  ex- 
posed seacoast.  Do  those  things  which  manifest 
a  sincere  love  of  peace — a  guardian  care  for  your 
suflerinff  and  exposed  citizens — in  a  word,  give  a 
native,  home-bred  character  to  your  war,  and 
should  peace  not  be  the  result  you  will  not  be 
forsaken,  at  least  by  me,  in  the  hour  of  peril. 

Gentlemen  in  the  majority,  still  thirsting  for 
conquest,  attempt  to  treat  with  ridicule  the  sug- 
gestions from  this  side  of  the  House,  to  suspend 
oflensive  operations.  If  there  is  anything  ridicu-, 
lous  in  the  idea  of  a  nation  declaring  war,  mere- 
ly to  invite  attack,  that  they  may  have  the  privi- 
lege of  repelling  it,  let  it  be  remembered  that  we 
tbe  minority  are  innocent;  the  majority  alone 
are  answerable  for  this  state  of  things,  if  it  does 
or  should  exist.  This,  however,  is  not  a  fair 
statement  of  the  question  $  it  is  not  whether  we 
are  to  become  conquerors  by  acting  on  the  de- 
fensive, but  it  is  whether  the  resources  of  the 
country  shall  be  exhausted  in  projects  of  ambi- 
tion and  of  conquest — whether  the  whole  milita- 
ry force  shall  be  employed  against  Canada,  and 
your  homes  and  firesides  left  to  take  care  ^of 
themselves.  Sir,  our  paramount  duty  is  to  secure 
our  homes  before  we  seek  adventures  abroad. 

Mr.  Chairman.  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to 
hear  an  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Caro-. 
lina  (Mr.  Calhoun)  say,  the  other  day,  that 
competent  protection  had  been  afforded  to  the 
exposed  parts  of  the  country.  Sir,  the  Govern- 
ment has  not  afforded  competent  protection ;  the 
melancholy  scenes  which  have  lately  been  wit- 
nessed on  the  Northern  frontier,  prove,  that  whilst 
your  armies  were  recovering  from  their  late  dis- 
asters, and  securing  themselves  on  the  borders  of 
Canada,  threatening  another  assault  in  the  Spring,^ 
the  frontier  of  New  York,  to  the  extent  of  fifty 
miles,  was  laid  waste  by  a  handful  of  tbe  enemy's 
troops,  and  the  innocent  inhabitants  delivered 
over  to  captivity  or  slaughter.  Let  the  gentle- 
iQan  inquire  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  what 
protection  they  have  had  from  the  General  Gov- 
ernment ;  let  him,  on  his  return  home,  visit  the 
tpmb-stones  of  many  brave  and  respectable  citi- 
zens of  those  States,  who  either  fell  by  the  hands 
of  the  enemyi  or  became  the  untimely  victims  of. 
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exposure  to  a  climate  still  more  ruthless,  and  this, 
Coo,  in  the  performance  of  that  dutv  which  ou^ht 
Co  have  heen  assigned  to  the  regular  soldier,  for 
Che  want  of  that  proteetion  from  the  Qeneral 
Goyernment  which  every  State  is  entitled  to  by 
the  express  letter  of  the  Constitution. 

Early  in  the  last  year,  representations  were 
made  to  the  General  Government  of  the  exposed 
situation  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  and  some 
small  aid  ardently  required ;  the  application  was 
Credited  with  neglect  or  contempt;  the  just  appre- 
hensions of  danger  on  the  part  of  our  citizens 
were  attributed  to  imaginary  fears.  Thus  un- 
prepared and  unprotected,  the  enemy  came — the 
State  was  invadc^d — some  of  our  towns  taken  pos- 
session of;  what  depredations  were  actually  com- 
mitted I  know  not — what  might  have  been  com- 
mitted, I  leave  to  gentlemen  nearer  the  scene  than 
myself  to  inform  the  House.  Such  was  the  gen- 
eral alarm,  and  such  the  real  danger,  that  the 
militia,  nearly  as  high  as  the  centre  of  the  State, 
were  called  into  service  to  repel  this  invasion ; 
anarmed,  unaccoutred,  and  unprovided  as  they 
were,  they  flocked,  as  they  always  will  do,  to  the 
standard  of  defence;  many  of  those  worthy  men 
were  kept  in  service  during  the  unhealthy  months 
of  Aufumn,  exposed  to  a  climate  to  them  unna- 
tural and  more  terrible  than  the  enemy;  many  of 
Chem  found  in  the  swamps  of  Carolina  untimely 
graves. 

At  this  very  period,  too,  there  were  at  different 
rendezvous  in  the  State  several  hundred  regular 
soldiers,  lolling  in  their  tents  and  fattening  on  the 
public  spoils ;  these  precious  mercenaries  were  too 
sacred  to  be  employed  in  the  inglorious  service  of 
defending  the  State;  not  a  company  were  ordered 
Co  our  relief;  they  were  reserved  for  nobler  pur- 
poses ;  they  were  destined  for  the  glories  and  re- 
wards of  conquest,  whilst  the  breasts  of  our  re- 
spectable citizens  were  made  the  medium  for  the 
bayonet  of  the  enemy,  in  defence  of  our  families 
and  our  homes.  If  this  is  what  the  gentleman 
dalls  protection,  I  pray  to  be  delivered  from  it. 
The  same  gentleman  has  also  reminded  us  of  our 
apprehensions  and  predictions  in  relation  to  our 
exposed  towns  and  seacoast.  I  will  only  remark, 
chat  those  predictions  have,  to  a  considerable  ex- 
Cent,  unfortunately  been  realized;  and  that  they 
have  not  been  fully  so,  is  not  owing  to  any  effi- 
cient protection  from  the  General  Government. 
That  gentleman  ought  to  be  the  last  to  talk  of 
prophecies;  he,  if  I  mistake  not,  once  turned  pro- 
phet, and  told  this  people,  as  an  inducement  to 
embark  them  into  this  war,  that  Canada  would 
be  conquered  in  six  weeks ;  this  entitles  the  een- 
deman  to  a  distinguished  place  among  the  false 
prophets. 

Mr.  Chairman,  however  much  this  war  was 
jtistly  deprecated  in  its  origin,  however  disas- 
trous and  hateful  it  may  have  become  in  its  pro- 
Sess,  I  acknowledge,  with  peculiar  satisfaction, 
at  my  apprehensions  for* the  existence  of  my 
eoantry.  its  laws,  and  institutions,  have  greatly 
subsided.  The  events  in  Europe,  as  unexpected 
as  they  have  been  sudden  and  glorious,  have 
cleared  the  ancient  horizon  of  the  gloomy  despo- 


tism which  bad  well  nigh  oyerwfaelmed  and  ex* 
tinguished  every  ray  of  freedom  in  Europe,  have 
dispelled  the  mist  which  has  so  long  clouded  oar 
titmosphere,  and  exposed  to  public  view  the  ten* 
dency  of  our  ill-fated  policy.  Yes,  sir,  for  ra^r 
country,  and  for  the  cause  of  humanity,  I  do  re- 
joice that  the  charm  of  Napoleon's  invincibility 
is  broken,  that  the  chains  ne  had  prepared  for 
mankind  are  rent  asunder,  and  that  his  power  is 
about  to  become  harmless,  if  not  totally  annihi- 
lated. A  new  birtlr  has  been  given  to  liberty  In 
Europe,  and  I  trust  it  will  be  cherished  with  a 
holy  zeal.  With  ourselves,  I  no  longer  consider 
the  unfortunate  contest  in  which  we  are  engaged, 
as  involving  the  question  of  the  guillotine  ;  no 
Ionizer  whether  we  *<  shall  or  shall  not  be  a  peo- 
ple." Many  valuable  lives  may  yet  be  lost  in  the 
prosecution  of  this  war,  the  country  may  be  over- 
whelmed with  a  debt,  which  centuries  of  pros- 
perity will  scarcely  enable  our  posterity  to  par ; 
much  individual  suffering  *and  privation  may  be 
inflicted,  and  thousands  of  corrupt,  and  corrupted 
sycophants  of  power  may  feed  and  fatten  on  the 
public  spoils ;  but  the  balance  of  power  in  Eu- 
rope restored  and  preserved,  the  good  sense  of 
this  nation  must  and  will  rid  us  of  war ;  oor 
liberties  will  outride  the  storm,  and  our  Consti- 
tution survive  the  wreck.  Suppose  the  scene  Co 
have  changed,  and  Bonaparte  at  this  moment 
giving  law  to  tne  whole  Continent— England,  oar 
present  enemy,  might  and  probably  would  fall } 
she  could  not  long  resist  the  colossal  power  of 
the  miffbty  tyrant;  what  then  would  be  our 
fate?  Is  there  a  virtuous  man  among  us,  what 
lover  of  his  country,  whose  nerves  are  so  strong 
as  not  to  tremble  at  such  a  prospect  3  Our  own 
country,  the  only  then  remaining  nursery  for 
anything  like  the  great  principles  of  free  Gov- 
ernment, would  have  fallen  a  prey  to  the  great 
spoiler.  Our  liberty  alone  would  afford  a  suffi- 
cient temptation,  and  we  should  experience  the 
reality  of  a  tyrant's  love. 

Some  gentlemen  of  the  majority,  partieokrlf 
the  honorable  member  from  Liouisiana,  (Mr. 
Robertson,)  shudder  at  the  idea  of  England's 
increased  power  and  influence.  It  wouM  have 
been  well  for  the  country,  had  those  gentlemea 
calculated  differently  and  more  accurately  the 
doctrine  of  chances,  before  we  were  involved  ia 
this  war.  What  their  calculations  on  the  events 
of  Europe  really  were,  I  pretend  not  to  say.  The 
prospect  was  too  big  not  to  have  been  seen,  and 
ought  to  have  been  regarded  by  all  prudent  poli- 
ticians. I  well  know  what  were  my  own  fears, 
and  those  of  my  political  fViends — the  very  re- 
verse of  what  has  come  to  pass.  Ic  eannot  be 
forgotten  that  the  storm  was  gathering  on  the 
Continent,  while  the  clouds  were  lowering  here ; 
it  burst  upon  Russia  almost  at  the  same  moment 
it  flashed  upon  us ;  the  legions  of  France  poured 
into  Russia,  while  our  forces  marched  towards 
Canada.  This  extraordinary  coineidence  coold 
not  well  have  been  theeffectof  accident  or  chance. 
Gentlemen  could  not  but  reflect  on  the  eonse- 
quences  and  the  effect  o^  our  apparent  co-opem« 
tion.    If  they  regret  Che  resole  of  the  Baropeaa 
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emust,  |li«y  mBst  htrc  de^red  tbe  soceess  of 
Boupane ;  they  must  have  prepared  themselires 
taeacofiiiter  the  scenes  which  I  have  bat  so  fee- 
bhr  described,  and  which  have  filled  my  raind 
with  so  much  ''  secret  dread  and  inward  horror." 
The  present  situation  and  prospects  of  Europe, 
so  far  from  threatening  the  existence  of  our 
eeoatry,  afford  to  my  nnderstandinfi^  the  anima- 
tiag  prospect  tff  retuminff  peace,  and  ought  to 
stimiitate  our  desires  and  efforts  to  restore  its 
blessings.  England,  it  is  trucj  has  now  less  to 
fc«T :  she  may  give  more  efficient  protection  to 
her  GaMda  possessions,  and  increase  the  annoy- 
ance oi  owe  exposed  seacoast ;  but  her  power  is 
not  essentially  increased.  Our  country  is  in  no 
do^er  of  being  orerrnn ;  were  this  attempted,  it 
wovid  become  the  holy  cause  of  defence,  in 
which  there  would  be  no  dirision ;  in  such  a 
eaose,  even  ^  weakness  would  becoihe  strength." 
Were  it  necessary,  security  against  the  power  of 
England  would  be  foubd  in  those  nations  who 
hare  lately  redeemed  themselves  from  the  yoke 
of  Bonaparte.  Can  it  be  believed  that  the  $pirit 
which  animated  the  betrayed  Spaniard,  and 
armed  him  with  all  the  energy  of  despair ;  the 
a|Nr&  which  nerved  the  arm  of  the  Russian,  and 
kndled  up  a  holy  flame  among  the  subjected  na- 
tions of  Borope,  will  be  so  easilv  extinguished  1 
TImt  those  nations  who  have  thus  successfully 
thaown  off  one  tyrant,  will  immediatelv  bend 
their  necks  to  another?  Sir,  I  will  not  believe 
so  meanly  of  them.  They  have  an  interest  in 
the  proper  limitations  of  power;  they  have  an 
inerest  in  commerce  and  in  the  ocean;  they 
hare  an  interest  in  our  friendshif)  and  our  pros- 

ity.  These  considerations,  while  they  tend  to 
;  the  imagined  power  of  England,  offer  ad- 
ditional inducements  for  us  to  desire  peace;  they 
impemtiTely  demand  that  we  should  repeal  the 
enihargo,  and  the  whole  black  catalogue  of  re- 
sttictions  on  commerce,  which  serve  only  to  im- 
poverish your  citizens,  and  make  sport  for  your 
eneones.  All  imaginable  inducements  for  con- 
tkMng  yoor  suicidal  restrictions  are  now  at  an 
end  ;  aU  the  ports  of  the  Continent  are  now  open 
to  vs  and  to  €keat  Britain,  she  can  neither  be 
starved  by  onr  embargo,  or  thrown  into  insurrec- 
tion by  oar  non-intercourse :  repeal,  then^  your 
fimktago ;  let  our  industry  find  its  reward  m  the 
iMHigry  markets  of  Europe ;  this  will  give  enter- 
prise to  seamen,  and  raise  the  drooping  spirits  of 
the  kborer. 

im  reviewittg  the  leading  policy  of  the  Ad- 
wniatntk>o  fotr  the  last  six  or  seven  years,  the 
aind  is  struck  with  the  peculiar  tendency  (what- 
ever mmy  have  been  the  motives)  of  that  policy 
ton  direct  and  uneouivocal  co-operation  with  the 
arowed  objects  of  France.  What  has  been  the 
great  and  primary  object  of  France?  The  de- 
sonction  of  ESngland.  Despairing  of  effecting  his 
pnrpese  by  invasion,  or  the  chances  of  ordinary 
eoMbat,  tbe  tyrant  of  France  conceived  the  g[igan- 
tio  prmeet  of  accomplishing  the  destruction  of 
Qhmu  Britain  bv  a  total  interdiction  of  her  com- 
merce with  all  other  nations.  All  the  zreat 
PMvis  oa  the  aontinent  of  Europe  were  either 


iessen  < 


compelled  or  seduced  into  a  co-operation  with 
this  great  continental  system,  which,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Bonaparte,  in  order  to  be  effectual  must 
be  complete.  The  history  of  the  various  decrees 
and  regulations  by  which  this  system  was  to 
bind  up  the  commerce  of  the  world,  and  the 
practical  conformity  of  this  Government  by  its 
embargoes,  non-intercourses,  non-importations, 
dbc,  has  been  so  fully  and  clearly  stated  by  an 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
BiGBLOw)  as  to  forbid  even  an  attempt  at  repeti* 
tion.  The  honorablegentleman,  however,  seemed 
to  think,  that  while  France  demanded  and  en- 
forced compliance  from  the  nations  on  the  Con-' 
tinent,  in  the  most  public,  official,  and  dictatorial 
style,  there  was  no  official  document  to  prove 
that  a  similar  demand  was  made  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

It  is  true,  sir,  the  public  have  not  been  peculi- 
arly favored  with  official  knowledge  of  our  rela- 
tions with  France^  and  as  Congress  only  gets 
such  scraps  and  extracts  as  the  Executive  deems 
fit  to  communicate^  and  some  of  them  most  se- 
cret and  confidential,  it  is  not  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise that  such  a  record  as  the  gentleman  speaks 
of  should  not  be  found  on  our  tables  in  fuMC 
verba;  but,  sir,  we  are  not  without  .evidence, 
and  that,  too,  of  the  most  public  and  positive 
character,  given  by  Bonaparte  and  his  Ministers 
on  this  very  point.  Turn  to  the  Berlin  decree  of 
1806,  and  the  Milan  decree  of  1807;  there  you 
will  find  all  nations,  without  exception,  required 
to  conform  to  the  maritime  code  of  France,  and 
denunciations,  threatening  the  enraged  vengeance 
of  France  to  alight  on  those  who  refuse  or  ne- 
glect to  comply.  When  the  American  Minister 
at  Paris  humbly  asked  whether  the  treaXy  which 
then  existed  between  this  country  and  France 
was  thus  to  be  violated,  by  including  America  in 
the  scope  of  those  decrees,  the  answer  was  at 
first  a  little  equivocal,  \>\ii  soon  became  certain 
by  the  capture  and  condemnation  of  our  vessels, 
and  the  explicit  declaration  of  Champagny  **that 
the  law  was  general,  and  admitted  of  no  excep- 
tions." What  demand  could  have  heen  more 
public  than  those  decrees;  what  more  explicit 
than  their  practical  operations  on  our  comiiierce, 
and  what  more  official  than  the  written  declara- 
tion of  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs?  I  ask 
gentlemen,  what  better  testimony  coiild  we  have 
given  of  prompt  and  ready  s^cquiescence  than  by 
our  embargo  of  December,  1807;  the  recommen- 
dation of  which  was  the  immediate  consequence 
of  despatches  from  France,  and  not  a  knowledge 
of  the  Orders  in  Council  of  Great  Britain  1  This 
self-destroying  measure  met  the  smiles  and  ap- 
probation of  Bonaparte;  he  pronounced  it  a 
magnanimous  resistance  to  the  maritime  tyranny 
of  Ureat  Britain.  WhMe  this  measure  was  con- 
tinued and  enforced  with  vigor,  it  was  applauded 
by  the  great  author  of  the  continental  system. 
Whenever  the  sufferings  and  clamors  of  our  own 
oppressed  citizens  caused  a  temporary  relaxation, 
we  were  denounced  and  punished  for  disobedi- 
ence. I  will  not  tax  you,  sir,  with  the  disgusting 
recital  of  the  multiplied  and  uniform  declara- 
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tioDs  of  the  Emperor  of  France,  and  tke  lan- 
guage of  all  hb  State  papers,  showing  the  char- 
acter of  his  cooiinental  system,  and  proving  the 
estimate  placed  by  him  on  our  compliance. 
Those  decrees  are  declared  to  be  the  fundamental 
law  of  his  Empire ;  the  flag  is  to  be  considered 
an  extension  of  territory,  and  the  nation  which 
suffers  it  to  be  violated,  forfeits  its  neutrality. 
I^  March,  1811,  (previous  to  a  knowledge  of  our 
unfortunate  non-intercourse  law  of  that  month,) 
the  Emperor,  in  an  address  to  his  Coun6il  of 
Commerce,  thus  expresses  himself:  ^1  The  fate  of 
'  American  commerce  will  soon  be  decided.  I 
'  will  favor  it  if  the  United  States  conform  them- 

<  selves  to  these  decrees.  In  a  contrary  case  their 
*  vessels  will  be  driven  from  my  Empire.    The 

<  commercial  relations  with  England  must  cease." 
Thus,  sir,  we  are  not  left  to  conjecture  to  know 
what  was  the  judgment  of  Bonaparte  on  those 
who  refused  to  give  full  effect  to  his  continental 
system.  In  what  light  he  considered  our  restrict- 
ive system,  and  particularly  the  law  of  March, 
1811,  may  be  collected  from  the  following  ex- 
tract from  the  Mercure  de  France,  a  Parisian 
journal  of  high  authority,  published  in  April, 
1811 ;  after  speaking  of  the  measures  adopted 
against  England  hj  the  European  allies  of 
France — "the  Americans  (sajrs  this  journal)  on 
'  their  part,  are  establishing  in  the  New  World, 
'  another  continental  system,  which  draws  still 
'  closer  the  blockade  to  which  England  has  sub- 
Ijected  herself  by  menacing  France,"  dbc.  The 
French  gazettes  all  hold  a  similar  language,  and 
take  it  for  granted  that  we  have  become  mem- 
bers of  the  Imperial  League.  These  opinions 
emanate  from  the  Emperor  himself. 

If  further  evidence  of  the  demands  of  Bona- 
parte on  this  country  to  conform  to  his  system, 
were  necessary  to  prove  that  nothing  short  of 
unconditional  compliance,  or  war  with  England, 
would  appease  him,  I  would  refer  to  the  corres- 
pondence of  Mr.  Barlow,  our  late  Minister  to 
France.  When  this  gentleman  submitted  his 
project  for  negotiation,  and  placed,  as  he  says, 
our  relations  in  a  point  of  view  both  novel  and 
impressive,  the  Emperor  did  not  know  how  he 
could  reconcile  the  provisions  to  the  principles  of 
his  great  continental  system.  But,  sir,  m  the 
absence  of  all  other  testimony  on  this  subject,  I 
have  a  document  before  me,  the  authenticity  and 
official  character  of  which  is  now  no  longer  to  be 
denied  or  questioned,  which  proves  the  most  un- 
equivocal and  formal  demand  on  our  Govern- 
ment to  accede  to  the  maritime  confederation. 
I  allude  to  the  celebrated  letter  of  General  Tur- 
reau,  late  Minister  of  France,  to  Robert  Smith, 
Esq.,  late  Secretary  of  State,  dated  June  14, 
1809.  Amons  the  least  of  the  abominations  con- 
tained in  this  letter  is  the  following  paragraph : 

**  I  have  thought  it  was  not  ineompatible  with  my 
duty  to  submit  to  the  wisdom  of  your  Goveniment, 
tiie  new  chances,  which  the  changes  brought  about  in 
Burope  offisr  to  the  commareial  interests  of  the  United 
States^  and  the  inconveniences  which  may  result  from 
their  refusal  to  accsde  formally  to  the  principles  of  tho 
maritime  oonfoderation." 


That  we  have  been  formally  and  offieiaUy  re- 
quired to  conform  to  the  views  and  poliev  of 
France,  I  think  I  have  fully  established;  bow 
far  we  have  yielded  to  those  and  that  policy  by 
our  restrictive  systems,  and  how  far  embraoea 
them  by  our  war,  I  leave  to  history  to  decide, 
and  the  impartial  world  to  judge. 

Mr.  Chairman  :  It  is  time  we  should  pause ;  it 
is  time  we  should  seriously  reflect,  whether  anfi 
and  what  essential,  practical,  attainable  good  i» 
to  result  from  the  prosecution  of  this  war ;  the 
great  object  for  which  it  was  declared — the  Orders 
10  Council— has  now  ceased  to  exist.  The  qaea- 
tion  of  impressment  alone  remains ;  this  que*- 
tion  I  do  believe  can  be  so  arranged  as  to  exempt 
our  native  seamen  from  abuse,  and  to  give  lo 
Great  Britain  reasonable  security  against  the  em* 
ployment  of  her  seamen  on  board  our  public  and- 
private  vessels.  The  right  asserted  by  Gkeet 
Britain  to  impress  her  subjecto  from  on  board 
our  merchant  vessels  may  remain  undecided. 
The  abuses  of  which  we  complain  have  arisea. 
in  a  great  degree  from  the  troubled  state  of  the. 
European  world,  and  the  peculiar  inducementa 
which  our  merchant  service  held  out  for  the  em- 
ployment of  foreign  seamen,  and  not  solely  frona 
the  assertion  of  an  abstract  principle — a  prinei«> 
pie  which.  I  may  be  permitted  to  say,  is  recog- 
nised and  practised  on  by  France  and  ever^  mar- 
itime nation  of  Europe.  But,  sir,  if  the  ri^ ht  is 
denied ;  if  the  claim,  set  up  by  Great  Britain,  to 
impress  her  own  subjects,  is  totally  unfounded, 
have  we  the  power  of  compelling  her  to  abandoa 
it  ?  Is  there  a  gentleman  in  this  House;  b  tbero 
an  intelligent  man  in  the  nation,  who  does,  or  caa 
believe,  that  the  abandonment  of  this  right  is  to 
be  extorted  by  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged? 
I  believe  not,  sir. 

It  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that  we  should  now 
beat  war  for  an  object  which  did  not. produce 
the  declaration  of  war ;  for  a  principle  whiok . 
was  never  even  attempted  to  be  adjusted  by  the 
present  Administration,  previous  to  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities,  and  which  was  totally 
overlooked  or  disregarded  in  the  arrangemeat 
made  with  Mr.  Erskine  in  1809,  and  is  not  named 
in  anv  of  the  conditions  to  our  restrictive  laws 
by  which  commerce  and  intercourse  were  to  be.- 
restored  with  Great  Briuin.  This  perhaps  ex- 
hibits a  phenomenon  in  the  history  of  wars  and 
politics.  Believing  the  question  of  impressment 
susceptible  of  practical  arrangement,  I  have  al-. 
ways  deemed  it  unfortunate  that  the  iostmotiooa 
given  to  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney,  in  the  at- 
tempted negotiation,  during  the  Administration 
of  Mr.  Jefferson,  required  an  absolute  abandon-^ 
ment  of  the  right,  instead  of  leaving  a  discretion 
with  the  Commissioners,  or  devising  someequir- 
alent  by  which  the  abstract  right  might  have  r^-^ 
mained  untouched,  and  reasonable  security  nf* 
forded  against  the  complaints  of  both  parties^. 
To  show  that  our  Government,  in  their  negotia- 
tions on  the  subject  of  impressment,  oniformly 
stickled  for  the  abandonment  of  the  right,  instead 
of  auempting  to  regulate  iu  exercise^  I  will  re-. 
fer  to  the  instractions  of  Mr.  Moaroei  in  1804,  and 
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tbe  correspondeDee  which  terminated  in  a  treaty 
with  Great  Britaio,  signed  by  oar  Commission- 
en^  Monroe  and  Piakoey,  and  an  arrangement 
on  the  sah|eet  of  impressment,  which  those  gen- 
tlemen declared  to  be  both  safe  and  honorable  to 
the  Uoited  States;  but  all  of  which,  unforto- 
Bately,  were  rejected  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 

The  first  article  in  those  instructions  requires 
frooi  Bngland  the  renunciation  of  the  "  claim  to 
take  from  on  board  our  ressels,  on  the  high  seas, 
vmj  person  whateyer,  not  in  the  military  service 
of  the  eaemy.''  In  the  obserrations  of  Mr.  Mad- 
isoii  on  this  article,  he  says :  '*Wer^  the  iright  of 
Great  Britain  in  this  case  not  denied,  the  abuses 
Aowiag  from  it  would  justify  the  United  States 
in  eiatming  and  expecting  a  discontinuance  of 
ict exercise.  But  the  right  is  denied,  and  on  the 
hesc  grounds."  In  the  progress  of  the  discussions 
on  the  subject  of  impressment,  we  are  informed 
by  Monroe  and  Pinknty,  "  the  British  Commis- 
'  sioners  felt  the  strongest  repugnance  to  a  formal 

*  leaottciatton  of  their  claim  to  take  from  our  vte- 
'  seb,  on  the  high  seas,  such  seamen  as  should 
'  appear  to  be  their  own  subjects ;  and  they  pressed 
'  Bpon  US  with  much  zeal,  as  a  substitute  for  such 
'  an  abandonment,  a  provision  that  the  persons 
'composing  the  crews  of  our  ships  should  be 
'  foTnished  with  authentic  documents  of  citizen- 

*  ^n,  the  natare  and  form  of  which  should  be 

*  settled  by  treaty;  that  these  documents  should 
'eompleteiy  protect  those  to  whom  they  rela- 
'ted/'dbc. 

This  proposition  was  rejected.  Our  Commis- 
riooers  were  asked  to  state  what  equivalent  they 
coaki  offer  for  securing  to  Great  Britain  the  ser- 
vices of  her  seamen,  if  the  right  of  impressment 
were  abandoned. 

The  onlv  proposition  in  reply  was,  that  pro- 
viaioo  might  be  made  for  giving  the  aid  of  the 
local  authorities  of  the  United  States  to  appre- 
bad  and  restore  deserters  from  their  vessels; 
and  ibat  laws  shonld  be  passed,  to  be  reciprocal, 
making  it  penal  for  the  commanders  of  Ameri- 
can Tessels  to  take  deserters  from  the  public  or 
frrirate  Tessels  of  Great  Britain.  This  proposi- 
tion only  relating  to  cases  of  real  desertion,  was 
of  eonrse  not  deemed  a  sufficient  equivalent. 
Had  we  then  thought  of  going  the  length  of 
cidnding  British  seamen  from  on  board  our 
TeMeU,  (as  has  been  since  done  by  what  is 
called  the  seamen's  bill,)  the  result  mi^ht  have 
been  different.  If  indeed  our  Administration 
were  disposed,  at  that  time,  to  accept  a  treaty  on 
anr  terms. 

The  British  Commissioners  having  assured 
Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  that  their  Govern- 
ment waa  willing  to  do  anything  in  its  power  to 
satisfr  tbe  Unit^  States  on  the  ground  of  their 
complaints,  which  might  be  done  without  a 
rdiiiqaiabment  of  their  claim,  they  presented  a 
note  containing  an  arrangement  on  the  subject  of 
impressment,  which  was  acceded  to  by  cfur  Com- 
mJasioaers,  and  of  the  contents  of  which  they 
thus  speak :  ^We  persuade  ourselves  th$t  by  ac- 
(  cepting  the  invitation  which  it  gives,  and  pro^ 
t  eeeding  in  the  negotiation,  we  shall  place  the 


*  business  almost,  if  not  altogether,  on  as  good  a 
'  footing  as  we  should  have  done  by  treaty,  had 

*  the  project  we  oQered  them  been  adopted." 
This  arrangement,  (as  I  before  stated,)  was  re- 
jected by  our  Executive,  and  whether  tbe  price 
of  this  war  will  purchase  a  better  arrangement, 
or  give  greater  security  to  our  seamen,  is  to  my 
mind  extremely  problematical. 

An  honorable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Ingbrsoll,)  I 
will  not  sav  the  '^  principal  Representative,"  but 
certainly  the  principal  speaking  Representative 
from  Pennsylvania,  in  an  elaborate  speech  the 
other  day,  passing  the  Orders  in  Council,  and 
scarcely  glancing  at  the  question  of  impress- 
ment, in  his  deep  researches,  brought  forth  a 
new,  and  hitherto  unforeseen  cause  lor  the  war, 
and  an  additional  inducement  for  its  continuance. 

This  discovery  is  found  by  that  gentleman  in 
the  violation  or  the  principle  '^  that  free  ships 
make  free  goods."  This  principle  ma^  be  con- 
venient to  France,  or  nations  possessing  little 
maritime  strength,  and  who  are  frequently  en- 
gapped  in  wars ;  but  to  us.  who  are  capable  of 
being  our  own  carriers,  whose  interest  it  is  to 
have  our  own  vessels  employed  in  our  own  tradCi 
and  not  in  that  of  other  nations ;  and  who  are, 
or  mav  become,  a  great  commercial  and  mari* 
time,  rower,  such  a  principle  cannot  be  desirable. 
That  it  is  not  the  established  law  of  nations,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  asserting.  It  is  unneces- 
sary ;  it  would  be  worse  than  idle  now  to  dis- 
cuss the  principle  which  the  gentleman  has  so 
much  labored.  Let  it  suffice  to  know  that  every 
Administration  in  this  country  has  practised  on 
the  contrary  doctrine,  and  qo  one  of  them  con- 
tended for  the  doctrine  now  advanced,  as  being 
necessary  for  the  interest  of  this  country,  or 
sanctioned  by  the  law  of  nations.  The  treaty 
made  by  Mr.  Jay  with  Gkeat  Britain  in  17d4y 
contained  no  such  principle.  The  celebrated  in- 
structions to  Monroe  and  Pinkney,  written  by 
the  present  Executive,  and  sanctioned  by  Mr. 
Jefferson,  expressly  disclaimed  such  a  principle. 
For  tbe  satisfaction  of  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  In- 
QER80LL,)  and  that  only,  I  might  add  the  author* 
ity  of  Mr.  Clay,  one  of  the  Commissioners  in* 
trusted  with  the  negotiation  to  be  opened  at  Got- 
tenburg,  directly  militating  against  the  doctrine 
"free  ships  make  free  goods."  Having  men- 
tioned the  name  of  one  of  our  negotiators,  (Mr. 
Clay.)  I  may  be  permitted  here  to  observe,  that 
although  I  am  not  without  hope  and  expectation 
of  a  favorable  termination  of  the  war,  nottomed 
on  the  propositions  of  the  British  Gk>vernment, 
which  have  been  acceded  to  by  our  Administra- 
tion, I  confess  this  hope  and  expectation  is  not 
strengthened  by  the  knowledge  I  have  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  have  al- 
luded ;  on  the  contrary,  I  do  not  conceive  that 
any  attainable  treaty  with  Great  Britain  can  be 
signed  by  that  sentleman,  consistently  with  his 
declarations  publicly  uttered  in  this  hallj  and  af- 
terwards deliberately  written  and  published  to  the 
world.  That  I  may  be  distinctly  understood,  and 
avoid  doing  the  least  possible  injustice  to  a  gen- 
tleman who  has  his  admirers,  and  who  is  not 
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present  to  hear  me,  I  will  not  trust  to  my  recol- 
lection for  a  recital  of  his  opinions,  but  refer  to  a 
speech  delivered  by  him  on  this  floor,  on  the  8th 
of  January,  1813.  From  this  speech  it  appears 
that  Mr.  Clay  was  one  of  those  who  would  not 
acknowledge  that  had  the  Orders  in  Council 
been  repealed  before  the  war  was  declared,  the 
declaration  would  not  have  been  prevented  ;  after 
expressing  this  sentiment,  he  says.  '^  I  have  no 
hesitation,  then,  in  saying  that  f  have  always 
considered  the  impressment  of  American  sea- 
men as  much  the  most  serious  aggression."  What 
is  meant  by  the  term  American  seamen,  is  ex- 
plained in  another  part  of  this  speech,  and  is 
made  to  comprehend  all  persons  except  enemies' 
subjects.  Speaking  of  the  British  principle  of 
impressment,  he  says,  "What  is  this  principle? 
'  She  contends  that  she  has  a  right  lo  the  ser- 
'  vices  of  her  own  subjects.  That  in  the  exer- 
'  else  of  this  right  she  may  lawfully  impress 
'  them,  even  though  she  finds  them  in  our  ves- 
'  sels,  on  the  high  seas,  without  her  jurisdiction. 
'  Now  I  deny  that  she  nas  any  right  without  her 
'  jurisdiction  to  come  on  board  our  vessels,  upon 
'  the  high  seas,  for  any  other  purpose  but  in  pur- 
'  suit  of  enemies,  or  their  goods,  or  goods  contra- 
*  band  of  war."  He  then  proceeds  to  say,  "when 
'  nations  are  engaged  in  war,  those  rights  in  con- 
'  troversy,  which  are  not  acknowledged  by  the 
'  treaty  of  peace,  are  abandoned." 

The  British  principle  of  impressment,  being 
the  right  now  in  controversy,  unless  that  princi- 

;^e  is  surrendered  by  Great  Britain,  no  treaty 
according  to  the  doctrine  of  Mr.  Clay)  can  be 
made  without  the  abandonment  of  the  object  for 
which  he  says  the  war  was  declared,  and  is  now 
prosecuted.  Who  is  there  among  us  su  sanguine 
as  to  believe  the  British  claim  to  impress  her 
own  subjects  from  our  merchant  vessels  will  be 
abandoned  ?  Is  not  the  principle  now  substan- 
tially admitted,  oral  least  the  controversy  waived 
by  the  Administration,  in  their  acceptance  of  the 
proposition  to  negotiate  on  the  basis  of  the  pub- 
lic law  of  nations,  and  the  maritime  rights  of 
Great  Britain?  And  is  not  the  point  of  honor 
sabstantially  yielded  by  this  House  by  what  is 
called  the  seamen^s  bill  ? — a  bill  (although  some 
of  its  provisions  are  extremely  objectionable) 
which  I  voted  for ;  and  on  the  prmciples  of  which 
I  rest  with  some  confidence  for  an  arrangement 
of  the  question  of  impressment.  This  bill  met 
the  decided  disapprobation  of  Mr.  Clay.  He 
threw  upon  it  an  air  of  ridicule  and  declared 
**Lord  Castlereagh  would  laugh  at  our  simpli- 
city;" he  complained  that  the  Administration 
had  erred  in  the  steps  which  it  had  taken  to  re- 
store peace,  "  not  by  doing  too  little,  but  in  be- 
'  traying  too  great  a  solicitude  for  that  event. 
'An  honorable  peace  (says  the  gentleman)  is  at- 
'  tainable  only  by  an  efficient  war.  My  plaUi 
'  (says  he)  would  be  to  call  out  the  ample  resoar- 
'  ces  of  the  country,  give  them  a  judicious  direc- 
'  tion,  prosecute  the  war  with  the  utmost  vigor, 
'  strike  where  we  can  reach  the  enemy  at  sea  or 
'  on  land,  and  negotiate  the  terms  of  peace  (at 
8t  Petersburg?    No.     At  London?    No.    Ac 


Gottenburg?  No)  *-at  €luebec  or  Halifax." 
With  such  sentiments  as  these,  am  I  not  war- 
ranted in  saying  that  no  attainable  treaty  can  be 
signed  by  Mr.  Clay,  without  involving  him  in 
the  grossest  inconsistency,  or  without  a  total  rev- 
olution in  his  opinions?  I  trust,  as  the  Adminis- 
tration appears  to  have  yielded,  he  will  also  bend 
10  circumstances. 

To  return  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, (Mr.  Inoersoll,)  the  peculiarity  and  contra- 
dictory character  of  whose  remarks  excited  some 
attention.  He  mentioned  the  treaty  negotiated 
by  Mr.  Jay  in  1794,  and  approved  by  General 
Washington,  His  breast  appeared  to  labor  with 
denunciations  against  that  treaty,  to  which  his 
lips  refused  to  give  utterance.  One  evil  conse- 
quence of  that  treaty,  he  remarked,  was  the  dis- 
pleasure of  France,  and  our  subsequent  troubles 
with  that  nation.  Are  considerations  of  so  hu- 
miliating a  character,  said. Mr.  P.,  to  govern  a  na- 
tion which  boasts  of  its  spirit  and  independence? 
Are  they  to  influence  the  ardent  spirits  whose 
motto  is  *^free  trade  and  sailors'  rights,"  and  who 
have  now  put  everything  dear  to  the  country  at 
hazard  ?  Has  it  come  to  this,  that  peace  with 
any  other  nation  is  not  to  be  sought  for,  for  fear 
of  ofiending  France  ?  I  am  not  without  my  sos- 
picions  that  this  fear  of  offending  France  was  not 
among  the  least  of  the  causes  for  rejecting  the 
treaty  of  Monroe  and  Pinkney,  in  the  year  1807, 
without  even  submitting  it  to  the  Senate. 

The  violent,  outrageous  opposition  to  Jay's 
Treaty,  under  which  this  country  enjoyed  the 
most  unexampled  prosperity,  during  its  continu- 
ance, is  sufficiently  remembered,  and  recorded  in 
the  history  of  those  times.  Nothing  but  the  god- 
like influence  of  Washington  could  have  allayed 
the  storm  of  faction  excited  by  those,  and  the 
friends  of  those,  who  now  talk  so  much  about 
the  dangers  of  opposition.  The  effigies  of  Mr. 
Jay  and  other  distinguished  advocates  of  this 
treaty  were  burnt  in  various  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, and  even  that  of  General  Washington  did 
not  escape  those  rude  indecencies.*  Mr.  Chair- 
man, the  opposition  of  those  days  was  not,  as  now, 
confined  to  the  honest  and  conscientious  expres- 
sion of  opinion,  and  the  exposure  of  wicked  men 
and  measures.  No,  sir,  the  Constitution  formed 
no  barrier  to  Democratic  fury.  The  laws  were 
resisted,  and  the  standard  of  rebellion  reared  on 
their  ruins.  The  country  was  threatened  with 
the  revolutionary  scenes  of  France,  and  the  pre- 
tended Republicans  were  then  as  clamorous  to 
embark  hand  and  hand  in  the  cause  of  France 
as  their  successors  are  now  for  **  free  trade  and 
sailors'  rights."  How  those  scenes  terminated, 
and  how  some  of  the  principal  actors  have  been 
rewarded,  it  is  unnecessary  to  relate. 


*  I  am  confident  I  am  not  mistaken  in  stating  that 
General  Washington  was  burnt  in  effigj.  The  &ct  is 
recorded  in  the  publications  of  the  day.  But,  as  I  am 
informed  by  the  honorable  Speaker  (Mr.  Choves)  and 
others,  the  effigy  of  General  Washington  was  not 
among  those  of  Mr.  Jay  and  others,  which  were  burnt 
in  Charleston,  Booth  OaroUnay  in  the  year  17M. 
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Mr.  Chainnaa,  the  gentlaiaaa  from  PeooBvl- 
▼ania,  (Mr.  Ihosrsoul,}  in  bis  great  zeal  lor 
haoting  up  the  causes  and  objects  of  the  war, 
told  OS  at  the  last  session,  (when  taxes  were  the 
order  of  the  day,)  that  if  this  war  occasioned  the 
estahlishment  of  a  regular  system  of  taiatioo,  it 
wfHild  be  well  worth  the  cost.  I  trust  the  gentle- 
man is  satisfied  with  the  progress  which  is  mak- 
ing in  sach  an  establishment.  If  he  is  not,  I 
hope  the  people  will  be  before  the  present  loan  is 
ob^nedf  aiid  the  countless  millions  which  are 
expended,  repaid. 

The  geotlemaa  stated,  in  a  speech  delivered 
some  weeks  ago,  that,  with  or  without  the  origi- 
aal  taoses  of  the  war,  Canada  roust,  and  ought 
to  be  oors.    He  said,  abo,  that  the  military  repu- 
tation of  the  country  demanded  the  further  pros- 
fcation  of  the  war ;  it  was  necessary  to  retrieve 
the  character  which  had  been  lost  or  tarnished 
by  the  disgrace  and  disasters  which  had  attended 
our  military  operations.    In  this  sentiment,  there 
is  a  tioctore  of  ambition ;  it  might  become  a  mili- 
tary despot  thas  to  think  and  speak.    I  recollect 
jost  such  a  sentiment  fell  from  the  French  Min- 
ister soon  after  Bonaparte  was  driven  out  of  Rus- 
sia.   The  Emperor  could  not  make  peace  with- 
oat  having  another  battle.    He  had  too  much 
military  fiune  to  lose,  &c. 

The  gentleman,  (Mr.  Ingerboll,)  however,  in 
his  last  speech,  (perhaps  forgetting  what  he  had 
before  said,  or  possibly  changing  his  opinion) 
declared  that  we  were  the  weakest  people  in  the 
whole  family  of  human  societies,  and  that  we 
had  perfonned  wonders  in  this  war,  eclipsing  the 
deeds  of  oar  fathers  in  the  Revolution.  I  object 
not  to  this  apparent  inconsistency  in  the  gentle- 
man's remarks,  especially  when  they  tend  to  di- 
minish the  inducements  for  continuing  the  war; 
but  if  he  continues  to  present  additional  causes 
for  the  war,  and  inducements  for  its  continuance 
in  every  speech  be  makes,  I  must , assure  him, 
that  whatever  satisfaction  I  might  derive  from 
hearing  him  on  other  topics,  none  is  experienced 
from  efibrte  tending  lo  remove  the  prospect  of 
peace  further  and  further  from  our  view.  One 
more  remark  of  the  gentleman,  and  I  am  done 
wiUi  him.  He  attributes  the  success  of  Great 
Britain  and  her  triumphs  over  Bonaparte,  not  so 
mach  to  military  or  naval  prowess  as  to  the  oper- 
ations of  finance.  At  the  same  time  he  says,  the 
Ministry  who  have  accomplished  those  thioes 
are  the  weakest  England  ever  had.  1  will  only 
reoaafk,  that  if  military  and  financial  operations 
are  successfol  in  proportion  to  the  weakness  of 
those  who  direct  them,  we  too  are  not  without 
hopes  of  rictsry ;  our  Treasury  may  yet  be  over- 
flowing. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  was  a  time,  and  that  not 
very  distant,  when  the  people  of  this  country 
shrank  with  horror  from  the  idea  of  the  calami- 
ties of  war.  There  was  a  time  when  the  present 
Chief  Magistrate  considered  none  but  a  defensive 
war  legitimate,  or  warranted  by  the  spirit  and 
genius  of  our  political  institutions.  lie  then 
thoa|[ht,  or  pretended  to  thidk,  that  of  all  the 
enemies  of  publie  liberty,  war  is  perhaps  most  to 


be  dreaded,  because  it  comprises  and  develops s 
every  other.  War  is  the  parent  of  armies;  from 
these  proceed  debts  and  taxes.  And  armies,  and 
debts,  and  taxes,  are  the  known  instruments  of 
bringing  the  many  under  the  domination  of  the 
few.  In  war,  too,  the  discretionary  power  of  the 
Executive  is  extended;  its  influence  in  dealing 
oat  offices,  honors,  and  emoluments,  are  multi- 
plied; and  all  the  means  of  seducing  the  minds 
of  the  people  are  added  to  those  of  subduing  the 
force  of  the  people.  Such  sentiments  as  these 
were  once  entertained  by  the  man  who  brought 
us  into  this  war,  and  who  is  exercising  that  dan- 
gerous exteiMled  discretionary  power,  which  he 
himself  in  other  times  so  justly  deprecated.  But 
those  times  have  changed,  and  he  has  changed 
with  them.  In  1798  we  had  a  handful  of  men  ; 
they  were  commanded  by  Washington  and  Ham- 
ilton ;  the  men  now  in  power,  and  their  advo- 
cates then  trembled  for  the  public  liberty.  If 
there  was  cause  to  fear  an  army  of  six  thousand 
men  in  1798,  under  such  commanders,  who  ean 
measure  ourtlanger  now  with  an  army  of  sixty- 
three  thousand,  directed  by  an  Armstrong,  and 
governed  by  a  Wilkinson  ? 

Mr.  Chairman,  much  clamor  has  been  heard 
from  the  majority  against  the  coarse  of  Opposi- 
tion, which  the  minority  find  themselves  bound, 
by  judgment  and  conscience,  to  give  to  the  lata! 
policy  which  is  forced  on  them.  I  should  not 
notice  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  who*  sounded 
their  complaints  and  denunciations  on  this  stib- 
ject,  were  they  not  subversive  of  the  great  first 
principles  of  civil  liberty,  and  calculated  to  en- 
courage the  wicked  and  mislead  the  ignorant. 
In  what  does  our  opposition  consist?  Are  your 
laws  resisted  ?  No ;  we  obey  them  all.  Do  we 
refuse  to  pay  our  taxes  as  far  as  we  are  able  1 
No.  Do  we  refuse  to  do  militia  duty  when  con- 
stitutionally required?  No.  The  head  of  our 
offending  roost  consist  in  this — we  do  not  always 
speak  well  of  you  and  your  measures,  becanse 
we  cannot  consistently  with  truth.  We  yet  claim 
and  exercbe  the  privilege  of  inquiring  into  your 
policy,  discussing  your  propositions  and  eondemo- 
ing  wicked  men  and  measures,  as  our  judgments 
dictate.  Because  we  will  not  give  up  those  plain, 
unsophisticated  every- day  rights,  and  because 
their  exercise  is  not  at  all  times  most  soothing  to 
the  minority,  those  rights  are  attempted  to  be 
wrested  from  us,  by  the  introduction  of  a  new  polit- 
ical dictionary,  by  which  inquiry  is  made  to  mean 
toryiMm;  discussion,  moral  treason;  and  the  expo- 
sureof  weak  or  wicked  menand  measures,  ho9tuUy 
to  the  Government !  Sir,  my  opposition  is  and 
shall  continue  to  be  directed  by  the  best  dictates 
of  my  understanding,  for  the  best  interests  of  my 
country.  It  shall  be  tempered  with  a  prudent 
zeal.  It  shall  be  bounded  by  the  law  and  the 
Constitution,  and,  if  assailed  within  those  ram- 
parts, the  ruffian  tyrant  shall  be  repulsed  at  every 
hazard,  because  he  aims  his  blow  at  the  vitals  of 
the  Constitution  and  the  liberty  of  the  citizen. 
In  time  of  war,  inroads  on  the  essential  principles 
of  free  government  are  most  easily  effected.  It 
is  then  that  Executive  power  makes  its  eucroach- 
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ments,  and  machiaveliian  corruption  is  set  afloat. 
It  is  in  times  like  those  that  the  true  patriot  ought 
to  redouble  his  vigilance  in  guarding  and  defend- 
ing the  passes  to  his  liberty.  I  am  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  human  nature  to  know  the  ill 
effect  of  giving  the  sanction  of  high  authority  to 
false  doctrines;  the  ienorant,  and  often  the  good 
man,  is  deluded,  and  the  wicked  always  arail 
themselves  of  it,  to  let  loose  the  worst  of  pas- 
sions to  gratifjr  private  hatred  or  party  malice. 
I  may  be  permitted  here  to  remark,  that  even  in 
the  section  of  country  where  I  reside,  aod  where 
the  majority  are  opposed  to  the  policy  of  the  war, 
men  were  found  who  joined  in  the  cry,  ^^War  is 
now  declared,  opposition  must  cease;"  trusting,  I 

E resume,  to  the  purse  and  sword  which  the  war 
ad  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  some 
were  found  sufficiently  emboldened  to  declare,  the 
time  is  near  at  hand  when  no  man  would  dare  to 
own  himself  a  Federalist.  In  the  district  repre- 
sented by  my  honorable  colleague.  (Mr.  Yan- 
cey,) I  have  understood,  but  vouch  not  for  its 
correctness,  that  a  ticket,  and  perhaps  the  only 
one,  given  at  one  of  the  sepArate  elections,  for  his 
opponent,  who  was  denominated  the  peace  can- 
didate, was,  at  the  close  of  the  election,  tarred 
and  feathered;  and  the  innocent  voter,  who  dared 
to  think  for  himself,  was  in  some  danger  of  shar- 
ing the  same  fate.  I  mention  this  circumstance, 
not  from  previous  reflection;  it  occurred  to  me 
at  the  moment,  and  certainly  not  with  a  view  of 
exciting  the  sen&ibility  of  my  colleague,  or  re- 
flecting on  any  of  his  respectable  friends.  It  is 
a  practical  illustration  of  incorrect  doctrines,  and 
the  danger  of  factious  majorities. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Qrundt) 
has  favored  us  with  an  improved  edition  of  his 
former  doctrine  of  mural  treason.  I  trust  that 
the  gentleman  is  now  as  tired  of  hearing  this 
absurd  term  of  his  own  creation^  moral  treason. 
at  he  ought  to  be  of  the  rope  which  he  informed 
us  was  so  twisted  round  our  necks  that  it  could 
only  be  cut  by  the  sword  of  war.  He  attempts 
DOW  to  enforce  his  doctrine  by  the  authority  of 
the  late  Dr.  Witherspoon,  who  attempted  to  re- 
concile the  conscientious  scruples  of  some  of  his 
'  more  ignorant  countrymen,  in  favor  of  the  Ame- 
rican Kevolution.  Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee does  the  most  manifest  injustice  to  the 
memory  of  that  worthy  man  by  the  analogy  he 
has  drawn.  The  object  of  Dr.  Witberspoon  was 
to  quiet  the  scruples  of  conscience  in  the  midst 
of  Revolutionary  throes,  when  there  was  no 
CyODstitution  prescribing  the  rights  and  duties  of 
the  citizen;  when  there  was  no  law  but  that  of 
power  to  govern  the  conduct  of  men. 

The  object  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
is  to  compel  us  to  act  against  the  dictates  of  con- 
science ;  to  take  from  us  the  shield  of  the  Consti- 
tution, substitute  force  for  law,  and  put  us  under 
the  ban  of  the  empire.  Were  that  venerable 
statesman  to  rise  in  these  fallen  times,  and  wit- 
ness the  gross  perversion  of  his  virtuous  senti- 
ments, he  would  blush  for  the  degeneracy  of  those 
who  prove  themselves  so  unworthy  of  that  rich 
inheritance,  the  Federal  Constitution,  which  he 


contributed  to  create,  and  which  was  handeil  to 
us,  clothed  with  all  the  attributes  of  human  per- 
fection. 

Some  gentlemen  have  proposed  to  grant  to  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  a  patent  right  for  his 
application  of  the  sentiments  of  Dr.  Witherspoon 
to  his  own  doctrine  of  moral  treason.  I  must 
deny  even  this  credit  to  the  gentleman;  it  is  due, 
if  to  anybody,  to  an  honorable  colleague  of  mine, 
(Mr.  FoRNET,)  who  does  not  often  favor  the 
House  with  his  remarks,  although  he  sometimes 
addresses  circulars  to  his  cpnstituents. 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  Grunoy)  has  illustrated 
his  doctrine  in  another  way.  He  says,  if  a  man 
joins  or  gives  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy,  he 
is  guilty  of  treason ; — a/ortiori^  if  the  same  per- 
son, instead  of  joining  and  giving  aid  and  com- 
fort to  the  enemy,  refuses  to  lend  his  moaer  to 
the  €k>vernment,  or  advises  others  not  to  lend,  or 
happens  to  dissuade  his  friend  or  some  half  a 
dozen  giddy  young  men  not  to  abandon  their 
families  and  homes  for  the  dangers  and  corrup- 
tions of  the  camp ;  for  thus  exercising  the  free- 
dom of  opinion,  and  forbearing  x>r  refusing  to  do 
that,  which,  by  no  principle  or  law,  was  he  bound 
to  dp,  he,  agreeably  to  the  logic  of  the  gentleman, 
is  guilty  of  this  new-fangled  crime  of  moral  trea- 
son. Thus  the  effect  of  a  lawful  and  Constitu- 
tional course  of  conduct,  and  not  the  motive,  con- 
stitutes the  crime.  This  case  the  gentleman  calls 
his  field  of  argument.  If  this  case  establishes 
the  doctrine  of  moral  treason,  1  think  it  will  not 
be  difficult  to  prove  that  the  gentleman  himself 
is  a  moral  traitor.  It  is  probable  the  gentleman 
has  some  money  which  he  can  spare ;  if  he  does 
not  lend  it  to  t^.  Qovernment,  as  they  are  in 
great  want,  he  is  guilty.  It  is  very  probable  the 
example  which  that  gentleman  could  set,  by  en- 
listing in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  would 
induce  some  hundreds  of  his  constituents  to  en- 
list also.  If  he  refuses  to  do  those  things,  the 
effect  is  unquestionably  more  injurious  to  the 
country  than  were  he  actually  to  join  the  enemy ; 
consequently,  by  his  own  doctrine,  he  is  more 
guilty. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Calboon)  argues  differently  from  his  friend  from 
Tennessee.  He  says  it  fs  the  motive,  and  not  the 
effect  J  which  constitutes  the  crime.  He  admits 
the  right  of  opposition  to  a  certain  ejttent,  beyi>nd 
which  it  swells  into  faction,  becomes  corrupt,  and 
seeks  the  destruction  of  the  Qovernment.  This 
may  be  very  true,  but  I  deny  its  application  to 
the  minority  of  this  House  or  this  nation.  All 
our  acts  are  lawful;  every  expression  breathes 
the  genuine  feelings  of  patriotism,  and,  when 
most  warm,  it  is  the  honest  glow  of  indignation, 
roused  by  the  oppressive  and  ruinous  acts  of  an 
overbearing  majority,  or  by  the  introduction  of 
slavish  doctrines,  subversive  of  the  first  princi- 
ples of  civil  liberty,  and  foreign  to  our  Constitu- 
tion and  the  genius  of  our  happy  form  of  Qov- 
ernment. 

Sir,  when  I  reflect  on  the  right  guarantied  to 
every  freeman  in  this  country  by  the  charter  of 
our  liberties,  I  feel  humbled  and  degraded,  as  the 
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ReprcseoUUTe  of  thousands  of  free  aod  eolighl- 
eacd  eitizens,  ia  fioding  mvself  under  the  neces- 
sitf  of  repelling  doctrines  ntted  only  for  anarchy 
or  military  despotism ;  in  asserting  rights  sanc- 
tioned by  the  experience  of  more  than  thirty 
years,  and  which  are  so  plain  as  to  be  perfectly 
understood,  and  are  enjoyed  even  by  the  beggar 
in  tbe  streets.  Let  me  tell  the  gentleman  from 
Sooth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  if  he  wishes  to 
establish  ao  ordeal  for  trying  men's  consciences, 
I  have  no  objection,  provided  we  can  get  just 
jadgment;  hot  I  shall  certainly  object  to  that 
Sentleaan  being  the  presiding  magistrate.  Let 
ne  teli  gentlemen  in  the  majority,  if  they  wish 
to  goiet  opposition,  they  miist  change  their  de- 
atraetive  course  of  policy ;  they  must  seek  the 
adfrnncement  of  the  nation's  interest,  and  not 
solely  that  of  a  party.  In  proportion  to  the  wick- 
•dnen  or  folly  of  those  in  power,  in  that  ratio 
wili  be  the  opposition  of  good  men,  while  a  vest* 
me  of  spirit  and  independence  remaios.  And 
nonld  the  liberties  of  this  people  be  encroached 
upon,  step  by  step^  till  you  arrive  at  the  threai- 
eaed  eonaeriptioo.  yon  will  find  opposition  in 
every  Tirtoons  breast. 

After  the  turbulent  scenes  of  1796  and  17^9 
had  subsided  (in  which,  by  the  by,  the  present 
-majority  acted  a  part,  far  surpassing  in  violence 
of  opposition  anything- which  has  characterized 
t^  present  times)  the  country  experienced  al- 
Dioaf  a  perfect  calm;  opposition  was  scarcely 
heard  of  among  the  people  for  about  four  years; 
they  continued  to  prosper  during  the  existence  of 
the  treaty  with  Qreat  Britain,  and  were  first 
roused  by  the  expiration  of  that  treaty,  and  the 
refusal  of  Mr.  Jefferson  either  to  renew  it  or  ac- 
cept the  subsequent  treaty  n^otiated  by  Messrs. 
Monroe  and  rinkney.  These  discontents  were 
strengthened  by  the  fatal  embargo  of  1807,  have 
continued,  and  will  continue  to  increase  as  the 

Siey  of  Administration  becomes  more  and  more 
tructive  of  our  best  interests. 

The  opposition  of  a  minority  is,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  harmless.  If  limited  within  the  bounds 
of  the  Constitution,  it  is  lawful,  and  often  neces- 
mtf.  If  it  uanscends  those  bounds,  there  is  al- 
ways the  disposition  and  the  power .  in  the  raa- 
]onty  to  restrain  it.  The  truth  is,  and  at  this 
daf  this  truth  is  unfortunately  too  evident,  that 
mtiotts  majorities  are  the  real  enemies  of  public 
liberty.  To  this  source  may  be  traced  the  de- 
mmetion  of  Republics  in  ancient  and  modern 
lioMa,  and  from  this  cause  we  hare  some  reason 
to  trembb  lor  the  safety  of  our  Constitution  and 
eonatrj.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  fortify  this  opinion 
hyan  aothority  which  gentlemen  in  the  majority 
eaauot  .disr^ard.  I  refer  to  no  less  authority 
thaa  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United 
States.  In  a  speech  of  Mr.  Madison,  made  in 
the  Virginia  Convention,  when  he  advocated  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  he  thus 
expresses  himself: 

'*8niee  the  general  ciTilizstion  of  mankind,  I  bs- 
iave  there  are  more  instances  of  the  abridgment  of 
the  Inedom-of  the  people^  by  gradual  and  silent  en- 
of  those  m  power  than  by  violent  and 


sudden  usurpations;  but,  on  a  candid  examination  of 
history,  we  shall  find  the  turbulence,  violence,  and 
abuse  of  power,  by  the  majority  trampling  on  the 
rights  of  the  minority,  have  produced  Actions  and 
commotions,  which,  in  Republics,  have  more  frequently 
thsn  sny  other  cause  produced  despotism.  If  we  go 
over  the  whole  history  of  ancient  and  modern  Repub- 
lics, we  sbsll  find  their  destruction  to  have  generally 
resulted  from  those  causes." 

This  extract  requires  no  comment ^  it  shall 
have  none  from  me  but  my  sanction. 

I  bad  intended,  sir,  to  submit  some  remarks  on 
the  doctrine  of  retaliation  and  expatriation^  but 
fear  I  have  already  exhausted  the  patience  of  the 
Cotnmittee,  as  I  certainly  have  my  own  strength. 
I  will,  therefore,  conclude  my  remarks  by  read- 
ing an  extract  from  an  elep^nt  author  (Gold- 
smith) who  was  a  good  Whig  in  his  day,  an  ex- 
cellent judge  of  the  human  character,  and  no  in- 
considerable statesman.  This  extract  may  not 
be  inapplicable  to  the  present  times,  and  not  to- 
tally irrelevant  to  the  question  of  opposition, 
which  has  been  incidentally  discussed : 

<* There  is,"  says  this  author,  ''a  very  honest  gen- 
tleman, with  whom  I  have  been  acquainted  these 
thirty  years,  during  which  there  has  not  been  one 
speech  uttered  against  the  Ministry  in  Parliament,  nor 
struggle  at  an  election  for  a  burgess,  to  serve  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  nor  a  pamphlet  published  in  op- 
position to  the  Administration,  nor  even  a  private  cen- 
sure, passed  in  his  hearing,  upon  the  conduct  of  any 
person  concerned  in  public  affairs,  but  he  is  immedi- 
ately alarmed,  and  loudly  exclaims  against  such  fac' 
tious  doings,  in  order  to  set  the  people  by  the  ears  to- 
gether, at  such  a  delicate  juncture.  At  other  times, 
says  he,  such  opposition  might  not  be  improper,  and 
I  don't  question  the  fiaicts  that  are  alleged ;  bu^  at  this 
crisb,  sir,  to  inflame  the  nation — the  man  deserves  to 
be  punished  as  a  traitor  to  his  country.  In  a  word, 
according  to  this  gentleman's  opinion,  the  nation  has 
been  in  a  violent  crisis,  at  any  time  these  thirty  years, 
and  were  it  possible  for  him  to  live  another  century,  he 
would  never  find  any  period,  at  which  a  man  might 
with  safety  impugn  the  infallibility  of  a  Minister. 

<«  Opposition,  when  restrained  within  due  bounds,  is 
the  salubrious  gale,  that  ventilates  the  opinions  of  the 
people,  which  might  otherwise  stagnate  into  the  most 
abject  submission.  It  may  be  said  to  purify  the  at-  * 
mosphere  of  politics ;  to  dispel  the  gross  vapors  raised 
by  ministerial  artifice  and  corruption,  until  the  Consti- 
tution, like  a  mighty  rock,  stands  fully  disclosed  to  tU^ 
view^f  every  individual  who  dwells  within  the  shade 
of  itT  protection.  Even  when  this  gale  blows  with 
augmented  violence,  it  generally  tends  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  Commonwealth.  It  awakens  the  appre- 
hension, and  consequently  arouses  all  the  faculties  of 
the  pilot  at  the  helm,  who  redoubles  his  vigUanoe  and 
caution,  exerts  his  utmost  skill,  and  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  the  navigation,  in  a  little 
time  learns  to  suit  his  canvass  to  the  roughness  of  the 
sea,  and  the  trim  of  the  vessel.  Without  these  inter- 
vening storms  of  opposition  to  exercise  his  faculties, 
he  would  become  enervate,  negligent,  and  presump- 
tuous ;  and  in  the  wantonness  of  his  power,  trusting 
to  some  deceitful  calm,  perhaps  hazard  a  step  that 
would  wreck  the  Constitution. 

When  Mr.  Pearson  had  concluded,  the  House 
adjourned. 
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Tbdbsday,  February  17. 
Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  the  eongre- 

Sition  of  Trioity  Church,  in  Greorgetowo,  in  the 
istrict  of  Colambia,  praying  to  be  authorized  to 
raise  money  by  means  of  a  lottery,  to  be  applied 
to  the  erection  of  a  church  for  said  congregation. 
— Referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ingbam,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revoliitionary  Claims  were  dis- 
charged from  the  petitions  of  A.  J.  CheFallie, 
agent  for  Amelie  Eugenie  de  Beaumarchais ; 
and  the  said  petitions,  together  with  all  papers 
relating  to  the  claim  of  the  said  Beaumarchais, 
^ere  referred  to  Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  Bubwell, 
Mr.  Gbundy,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Stookton,  Mr. 
Gaston,  and  Mr.  Oakley. 

Mr.  Inoebsoll,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  petition  of  Oliver  Evans,  reported  a  bill  to 
extend  the  time  of  Oliver  Evans's  patent  for  steam 
engines;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ''au- 
thorising the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  to  be  built,  equipped,  and  employed,  one  or 
more  floating  batteries  for  the  defence  of  the  wa- 
ters of  the  United  States  f  and  the  bill  was  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "  to 
authorize  the  President  to  retain  in  service  cer- 
tain volunteer  corps"  were  read,  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DESBA,*of  Kentucky,  the 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  pre- 
sented yesterday,  relating  to  the  establishment  of 
some  manner  of  deciding  State  controversies,  was 
fe&rxed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HiTNaBBFOBD,  of  Virginia, 
ihe  House  resunaed  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  1st  instant, 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  on 
the  petition  of  John  Taliaferro,  contestitig  the 
election  of  said  /ohn  P.  Hungerford.  The  House 
concurred  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in 
rejecting  that  report,  which  was  favorable  to  Mr. 
•  Taliaferro,  by  a  vote  of  67  to  38. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Sbeffey,  that 
the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resoiulion : 

Re9ohedr  That  Jehn  P.  Hangerford  U  entitled  to  a 
seat  ia  this  Hoose. 

The  Spbaker  decided,  that,  inasmuch  as  the 
House  had  decided  to  overrule  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  the  Committee  of  Elections,  "that 
John  P.  Hungerford  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
this  House,"  it  was  his  opinion  it  had  expressed 
finally  its  determination  that  Mr.  Hungerford  is 
entitled  to  his  seat  in  this  House ;  and  that,  con- 
sequently, the  motion  of  Mr.  Sbeffey  was  not  in 
order. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 
The  House  asain  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Loan  bill. 


Mr.  Jackson  spoke  at  follows :  Mr.  Chairmaa, 
it  seems  agreed  on  all  sides  that  this  shall  be  a 
continuation  of  the  debate  on  the  Army  bills*- 
that  the  discussion  shall  be  conducted  upon  the 
scale  then  assumed ;  in  that  vast  eitent  the  in- 
vestigation will  be  legitimate. 

Although  it  be  true  that  the  province  of  the 
majority  is  to  act,  and  of  the  minority  to  speak, 
it  is  sometimes  equally  so  that  the  majority  should 
give  the  reasons  for  their  measures,  and  above  all 
they  should  place  in  a  just  view  the  specioiu  ai^ 
fallacious  ones  of  their  opponents.  This  nation 
is  progressing  in  intellectual  acquirements  as  rap- 
idly as  its  unprecedented  increase  of  numbers  and 
the  development  of  its  vast  internal  resources  \ 
and  it  is  due  to  ourselves,  to  the  politician  oif  to- 
day who  was  not  on  the  stage  yesterday,  and  to 
the  advancement  of  truth,  to  venture  occasioaally 
upon  a  larger  view  of  our  affairs  than  would  be 
strictljr  admissible,  if  the  argument  were  to  be 
solely  intended  for  this  House,  and  did  not  find 
its  way  to  the  nation.  These  considerations  Jutve 
guided  me  in  the  investigation  I  have  made,  and 
which  I  shall  claim  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
in  communicating  upon  the  present  occasion. 

The  minority  urge  upon  this  bill — contemplat- 
ing a  provision  of  the  ways  and  means  for  carry- 
ing on  the  war — the  same  objections  relied  on  by 
them  when  the  Army  bills  were  before  us.  These 
objections  may  be  resolved  imder  three  he^de-* 

1st.  The  justice  of  the  war  in  its  origin. 

2d.  The  justice  of  its  continuance. 

3d.  The  mode  of  waging  it. 

First — It  is  unjust,  say  tiiey,  in  its  origin,  be- 
cause there  was  no  real  cause  of  war;  and  the 
pretences  for  it  n^ght  have  been  avoided  if  the 
treaty  of  1806  halfl^en  accepted. 

In  discussing  this  point  I  shall  jiiurposely  pass 
over  many,  very  many,  minor  injuries  inoicted 
by  the  lawless  violence  of  Great  Britain — which, 
though  oonstitttting  cause  of  war,  according  to 
the  best  established  opinionsof  intelligent  jurists, 
this  nation  devoted  to  peace,  and  anxious  to  avoid 
all  collisions  whatever,  has  not  made  the  ground 
of  the  war,  or  a  condition  of  its  termination. 

In  1806,  in  consequence  of  the  piratical  seizure 
of  many  merchant  vessels  engaged  in  the  ccjo- 
nial  trade,  the  Gk>vernaent  were  called  upon  by 
the  united  mercantile  interest  of  this  country  to 
put  on  the  armor  and  assume  the  attitude  of  re- 
sistance. These  merchants  in  their  memorable 
memorials,  dec.,  announced  the  seizure  of  their 
vessels  by  Qreat  Britain  as  lawless  and  piratical ; 
they  showed  iocontestably  that  the  trade  had  been 
carried  on  in  express  conformity  with  the  t uks 
prescribed  by  the  British  Admiralty,  and  the  de- 
cision of  Sir  William  Scott,  the  Judge  of  their 
highest  Court  having  maritime  jurisdiction ;  in 
fine,  that,  by  these  fraudulent  deceptions,  they 
were  decoyed  upon  the  ocean  to  the  prosecution 
of  a  trade  lawful  according  to  the  settled  princi- 
ples of  national  law,  and  lawful  according  to  the 
decisions  of  the  British  Ok>vernment ;  and  were 
awakened  from  their  delusion,  which  reposed  on 
the  honor  and  faith  of  that  nation,  by  a  fraudu- 
lent concealed  order,  under  which  their  vessels 
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wad  cargoes  were  seized  sirooltaneoosly  in  the 
foar  qotrters  of  the  world,  and  ruin  and  beggary 
eolaiied  on  thoasands. 

This  detestable  outrage  remains  to  this  dfty  un- 
ttooed  for  aod  unredressed. 

Prompted  by  the  valae  of  the  spoils  seized  on 
tliat  occasion,  this  grievous  outrage  was  but  the 
neoBsiderabte  precursor  of  others  more  grievous. 
Oor  vessels  trading  from  one  port  belonging  to 
aa  enemy  of  Great  Britain  to  another  port  of  the 
same,  or  another  enemy — and  at  that  time  she 
was'at  war  with  all  the  maritime  nations  of  Eu- 
lope — was  held  to  be  good  prize,  and  the  notice 
of.  tbb  oew  principle  was  conveyed  through  the 
seizure  of  the  vessels  thus  employed.  Orders  of 
Uoeiade  were  issued  in  defiance  of  the  rule  laid 
^omn  by  themselves.  And  the  rapid  succession 
df  iojories  treading  on  the  heels  of  each  other  did 
not  permit  the  mind  to  dwell  upon  either,  before 
it  was  excited  afresh  by  more  transcends  nt  ih- 
jories. 

The  Americans  deriving  their  right  to  navi- 
gate the  ocean  from  the  recognition  of  their  char- 
acter ms  an  independent  people,  and  the  munifi- 
eence  of  a  beneficent  Qod  who  made  the  sea  free 
to  all,  were  required  bjr  Qreat  Britain^  who  had 
asorped  dominioo  over  it,  to  carry  their  cargoes 
10  a  British  port,  Jand  them  there,  and  pay  a  tri- 
bate  for  a  license  to  carry  them  to  their  place  of 
destination.  And  on  discovering  the  national  in- 
digoatioa  which  this  measure  excited,  we  were 
told,  10  language  of  superadded  indignity,  that 
they  bad  gratuitously  commuted  the  tribute  for  a 
prohibition  of  the  trade  altogether. 

In  the  subsequent  modifications  which  Great 
Brifatn  adopted  of  her  piratical  orders,  we  were 
told  that  we  knight  trade  to  the  nations  with 
wliom  she  was  at  war,  provided  we  compelled 
them  to  receive  the  manufactures  and  products 
which  they  had  prohibited — ^a  pretension  which, 
however  moch  it  might  have  suited  the  interests 
of  our  merchants  to  see  those  nations  accede  to, 
we  bad  no  right  whatever  to  contend  for — a  pre- 
tensioo,  too,  which  is  at  war  with  the  laws  of  the 
British  themselves,  who  prohibit  almost  all  de- 
aeriptions  of  manufactured  articles  in  time  of 
peace  as  well  as  in  war,  and  which  the  policy  of 
this  country  in  fostering  our  own  manufactories 
itrongly  inclines  os  to  imitate.  To  illustrate  the 
iajauice  of  the  claim,  let  us  recur  to  our  laws 
which  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves ;  and 
aopfNMc  a  foreign  nation  were  to  demand  the 
pnrilege  of  sending  slaves  hither,  would  we, 
eoofd  we,  tisten  to  it  for  a  moment  ? 

It  was  admitted  by  the  British,  and  those  in 
this  eooatry  who  contend  for  their  claims,  that 
these  measures  would  be  unjust  in  the  abstract. 
hat  were  just  in  retaliation  lor  injuries  inflicted 
oa  OS  by  France.  In  vain  was  it  answered,  that 
retaliation  to  be  lawful  must  fall  upon  the  head 
of  the  aggressor,  and  not  on  us,  who  were  a  third 
and  innocent  party;  and  although  there  might 
be  some  pretext  for  such  retaliation,  if  we  had 
sttbmitted  to  injuries  which  were  prejudicial  to 
Qreat  Britain,  and  thereby  exposed  ourselves  to 
the  Imputation  of  conniving  at  the  conduct  of 
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her  enemy,  we  showed  that  they  had  resorted  to 
it  before  a  knowledge  by  us  of  the  injury  retali- 
ated  for;  aod  that  the  United  States  possessed 
the  spirit  and  determination  to  maintain  their 
rights  against  lawless  invasion  from  every  quar* 
ter,  and  would  do  so  if  the  British  would  permit 
them,  either  by  doing  justice,  or  cease  the  prac- 
tice of  doing  injustice  towards  us.  We  gave  them 
to  understand  that  war  itself  would  be  resorted  to, 
and  had  only  been  delayed  from  the  considera- 
tion that  we  were  unable  to  contend  at  the  same 
time  with  two  of  the  most  powerful  nations  on 
the  globe,  but  would  not  shrink  from  a  contest 
with  one  of  them,  if  the  other  would  withdraw 
her  hostile  edicts.  But  this  argument  and  these 
assurances  were  disregarded ;  the  enemy  had  taken 
his  attitude;  it  was  war  on  his  part,  peace  on 
ours ;  be  had  not  declared  war,  but  was  in  the 
daily  habit  of  committing  acts  of  hostility,  while 
his  language  breathed  peace  and  good  will  to- 
wards us.  Yet,  in  defiance  of  all  this  fairness 
and  pacific  remonstrance,  we  were  told  here,  and 
the  sentiment  was  echoed  back  b^  the  British 
Government,  that  the  conduct  of  this  nation  pro- 
ceeded from  partiality  to  France,  and  unjust  hos- 
tility to  Great  Britain ;  that  to  these  alone  all  our 
embarrassments  owed  their  origin.  When  the 
intelligent  men  of  the  two  countries  called  for  the 

E roofs,  they  found  nothing  but  idle  clamors  and 
old  assertions.  The  charge  in  the  famous  pro- 
test of  the  minority  after 'the  declaration  of  war, 
and  the  reiteration  of  it  by  the  Prince  Regent, 
were  substituted  for  proof;  and  when  a  specifi- 
cation was  demanded,  the  arrangement  with 
France,  touching  a  repeal  of  the  decrees  of  Ber- 
lin and  Milan,  was  pointed  to  as  affording  it.  On 
this  ground,  or  any  other,  we  were  always  willing 
to  meet  our  opponents,  and  on  this,  as  often  as 
they  were  met,  they  bad  been  already  vanquished. 
They  urged  that  the  President  had  taken  the 
promise  of  the  French  G^overnment  for  the  fact 
of  repeal,  and  on  it  had  founded  his  proclama- 
tion ;  that  the  French  had  broken  the  promise, 
and  fraudulently  precipitated  us  into  war.  To 
this  we  answered :  if  it  were  a  new  case,  without 
precedent  to  support  it,  the  confidence  duetto  in- 
dependent nations  demanded  a  reliance  on  the 
declaratijtn  ;  that  it  was  no  answer  to  this  posi- 
tion that  the  confidence  might  be  abused, for  with- 
out it  all  the  advantages  of  civilization  would  be 
lost  to  the  present  generation,  and  we  should  be 
thrown  back  into  the  dark  a§^,  and  revive  the 
deplorable  doctrine,  that  no  faith  was  due  to  the 
engagements  of  other  nations ;  no  reliance  to  be 
plac^  except  on  the  sword  of  our  own. 

But  our  recent  history  afforded  an  example 
which  Great  Britain  and  hVr  friends,  too,  must 
respect ;  for  it  was  an  example  in  her  favor  which 
elicited  the  most  unqualified  approbation  of  the 
Executive  conduct ;  and  gentlemen  were  so  zeal- 
ous to  testify  their  pleasure  at  that  time  that  a 
formal  vote  of  thanks  was  proposed  and  supported 
by  them  in  this  honorable  body. 

In  comparing  the  two  cases,  the  mind  is  lost  in 
conjecturing  wherefore  was  the  conduct  of  the 
President  condemned  for  the  latter  proclamation, 
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when  it  was  so  deoisiTelj  applauded  for  the  first  7 
And  a  roioute  aoal^rsis  or  the  facts  connected  with 
each  but  serves  to  increase  the  dilemma. 

The  arrau^ement  with  Mr.  Brskine  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  Efritish  Orders,  it  will  be  recollected^ 
promised  their  abrogation  at  a  future  di^y.  I 
think  it  was  the  tenth  of  June ;  not  having  looked 
into  the  documents  recently,  I  am  not  certain 
that  J  am  correct  as  to  the  dates,  but  this  I  well 
recollect,  that  it  was  adopted  with  avidity;  in  the 
language  of  the  resolve,  with  a  promptitude  and 
frankness  honorable  to  the  President;  and  on  the 
faith  of  it,  before  the  day  had  arriveid,  the  Presi- 
dent issued  his  proclamation,  notifying  the  fact 
and  renewing  the  trade,  then  suspended  by  our 
non-intereourse  act,  from  and  after  that  day. 

The  repeal  of  the  French  decrees  was  notified 
by  the  French  Government  to  take  effect  from 
and  after  the  first  of  November,  and  the  procla- 
mation of  the  President  in  consequence  thereof 
was  not  issued  until  after  that  day.  If  there  was 
any  departure  from  the  course  of  unequivocal  im- 
partiality in  the  two  cases,  it  was  certainly  not 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  British  Government,  as  in 
their  case  the  proclamation  was  in  anticipation 
of  the  time  fixed  upon  by  themselves,  and  m  the 
French  case  it  was  not  until  after  the  time  had 
arrived.  When  Opposition  found  that  they  were 
driven  from  this  untenable  ground,  they  took 
their  stand  on  another ;  the  French  declaration 
they  said  was  fraudulelat  on  the  face  of  it,  and 
couched  in  terms  that  were  offensive. 

It  was  answered,  that  but  two  topics  of  just 
inquiry  were  presented  in  considering  the  sub- 
ject— first,  had  the  French  promised  and  was  it 
fair  to  presume  a  repeal  of  their  decrees  in  virtue 
of  such  promise  7 — and  second,  was  the  promise 
unequivocal  and  in  terms  unexceptionable  ?  '1st. 
That  ihej  did  promise  a  repeal  no  one  will  deny, 
and  in  point  of  fact  we  have  express  proof  that  it 
was  conformed  to,  and  not  violated ;  our  agents 
abroad  state  this,  and  the  exemption  of  our  ves- 
sels from  capture  under  those  decrees,  is  confir- 
matory of  the  assertion.  I^dly.  As  to  the  mode  of 
making  the  promise ;  it  will  be  recollected  that 
we  had  prescribed  a  condition  in  our  law  to  be 

Sirformed  in  the  event  that  either  France  or 
nffland  revoked  their  edicts,  and  the  other  refused 
to  00  so  within  three  months  after  such  revoca- 
tion, and  the  repeal  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  de- 
«rees  was  made  to  depend  upon  our  fulfilment  o( 
this  condition— namely,  a  renewal  of  trade  with 
the  party  repealing;  and* unless  the  outstanding 
lielligerent  repealed  his  decrees,  a  non-intercourse 
with  him.  I  cannot  discover  any  just  cause  for 
the  criticism.  It  was  in  the  nature  of  a  neutral 
*  compact,  requiring*the  fulfilment  by  each  of  the 
condition  it  had  prescribed,  as  the  consideration 
of  its  observance  by  the  other ;  and  it  was  exclu- 
sively in  obr  power  by  ol^erviog  good  faith  to 
render  the  contract  absolute,  or  by  violating  our 
engagements  defeat  it.  We  kept  our  promise,  and 
for  the  honor  of  our  nation  let  it  be  understood, 
in  no  instance  of  our  history  has  it  been  imputed 
to  the  Government  that  its  promise  was  disre- 
garded.   The  subsequent  decree  of  the  French 


Government,  dated  in  April,  1811,  is  a  proof  that 
they  considered  we  had  performed  our  engage- 
ments. And  I  understand  it,  as  its  terms  import 
It  to  4)e,  no  more  than  an  absolute  confirmation 
of  the  previous  conditional  repeal— a  declaration 
that  we  had  performed  the  condition.    • 

I  say  nothing  as  to  the  charge  whether  thia 
decree  was  not  antedated ;  it  is  certainly  fairly 
liable,  from  the  circumstance  of  its  concealment, 
to  all  the  animadversions  heaped  tipon  iu  stt8|>i- 
cious  appearahce.  I  am  speaking  only  of  itt 
character  and  tendency;  and  I  insist  that  the 
construction  I  have  given  is  fair  and  reasonable. 
If  so,  the  assertion  that  the  repeal  was  not  until 
after  the  proclamation,  has  not  a  shadow  of  rea- 
son for  its  support.  Gentlemen}  in  the  fertility  of 
their  invention,  attempt  to  derive  an  argunaent 
from  the  subsequent  repeal  of  the  British  decrees, 
against  the  justice  of  the  war,  which  thev  call 
an  act  of  rashness  and  precipitancy.  And  they 
allege  there  was  every  reason  for  believing  the 
British  would  repeal  tbeir  orders  when  they  were 
notified  of  the  repeal  of  the  French  d^rees.  In 
vain  have  we  referred  to  the  declarations  of  Mr. 
Foster  that  such  repeal  would  not  take  place  un- 
less France  not  only  rescinded  her  decrees  so  far 
as  they  violated  our  righu,  but  permitted  tlie 
British  manufactures  to  he  admitted  into  the  Con- 
tinent also.  We  also  showed  that  their  Mhiister 
for  Foreign  Affairs  declared  the  same  thing ;  and 
that  all  pretext  might  be  dene  away  we  quoted 
the  "declaration"  of  the  Prince  Regent  to  the  same 
import.  Affecting  to  disbelieve  the  confessions 
of  the  British  themselves  as  proof  of  their  inten- 
tions, a  new  species  of  reasoning  was  resorted  to, 
which,  as  all  new  discoveries  are  to  be  secured  by 
patent  privileges,  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  on- 
tain  the  exclusive  right  of  using  and  vending. 
They  said,  you  rely  on  the  official  declarations  of 
the  British  Ministers  and  the  Prince  •  Regent  to 
prove  they  would  not  repeal  their  Orders  in 
Council  unless  the  French  decrees  were  uncon- 
ditionally repealed — but  they  have  neverthe- 
less been  repealed  without  such  modification  <^ 
the  French  decrees,  and  this  proves  the  reverse ; 
and,  reasoning  a fK»»tart6n, it  stands  thus:  ^*  we 
had  a  right  to  believe  the  event  would  happen  be- 
cause it  has  taken  place,"  although  they  all  de- 
clared prior  thereto  that  it  would  not. 

Mr.  Chairman,  although  the  subject  of  inva- 
sions of  the  right  of  property  has  been  first  con- 
sidered in  the  order  of  my  arrangement,  I  have 
always  believed  and  still  think  it  of  most  subor- 
dinate importance  in  the  scale  of  national  wrongs 
endured  by  the  United  States;  for,  in  so  far  as  the 
rights  of  persons  are  more  invaluable  than  the 
rights  of  property,  do  violations  of  personal  rights 
merit  the  prompt  interposition  ot  the  Gtovern-* 
ment ;  whilst  spoliations  of  property  admit  of  dil- 
atory adjustment.  Let  it  not  be  said  that  in  the 
only  free  Government  on  earth,  where  alone  all 
power  is  derived  from,  and  frequently  exercised 
oy,  the  people ;  and  the  rights  of  persons  not  only 
constitute  the  key-stone  of  the  arch  of  our  polit- 
ical edifice,  but  the  corner  stone  on  which  the 
arch  itself  is  erected ;  and  above  all,  let  it  not  be 
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beUe?ed  that  in  such  a  GoFernmeot  a  freeman 
eaa  be  despoiled  of  his  liberty,  or  a  citizen  can 
be  torn  from  bis  country,  without  producing  more 
excitement  than  the  capture  of  a  bale  of  cotton 
or  a  barrd  of  flour.  Impressments  of  our  citi- 
zens are  most  certainly  a  primary  cause  of  this 


We  are  met  at  the  threshold  of  this  inquiry 
with  the  assertion  that  impressment  was  not  urged 
as  an  aignment  for  the  war.  and  this,  if  true, 
would  be  a  wm  MequUur.  The  justice  of  our 
cause  has  nerer  been  made  to  depend  upon  the 
conclnsireness  of  our  arguments.  It  would  be  a 
strange  mockery  of  justice  for  a  judge  to  say  to 
a  oarty  before  him — '*  Sir,  your  cause  is  just ;  and 
'  /would  be  compelled  to  decide  in  your  favor, 
'  i£  yoor  advocate  bad  not  discovered  an  incom- 
'  petency  to  argue  it ;  on  that  ground  alone  I  am 
'  constrained  to  decree  against  you."  I  ask^  sir, 
if  gentlemen  are  not  mistaken  in  this  assertion? 
Has  not  the  practice  of  impressment  been  always 
orged  as  an  intolerable  injury  by  the  Adminis- 
cations  of  Washington,  Adams,  and  Jefferson  too, 
as  well  as  the  present?  Greneral  Washington, 
twenty  years  ago,  declared  that  it  was  an  outrage 
aot  to  be  endured,  and  threatened  reprisals.  And 
will  it  be  said  that  the  Father  of  his  Country 
would  seriously  contend  for  trifles,  and  assume  a 
principle  as  the  head  of  this  nation  which  was  to  be 
gireo  upas  untenable?  Sir  I  think  too  highly 
of  tht  character  and  virtues  of  that  great  man, 
whose  reputation  is  the  common  property  of  his 
countrymen,  without  respect  to  the  political  dis- 
tinctions set  up  by  those  who  claim  exclusive 
right  to  It,  to  subscribe  for  a  moment  to  the  un* 
worthiness  of  the  imputation:  and  permit  me 
here  to  say,  that  the  first  general  impression  made 
on  my  youthful  mind,  was  love  and  veneration 
for  that  great  man,  which  no  excitements  of  party 
spirit  have  ever  unhinged  or  eradicated. 

And  who,  I  ask,  among  us  will  have  the  hardi- 
hood to  assert  that  he  unjustifiably  resisted  the 
mctice  of  impressment?  Not  the  Washington 
&aevolent  Societies,  I  presume ;  for  their  "Aris- 
tides"  was  the  organ  through  which  the  Presi- 
deoUal  instruction  was  communicated.  Sir,  I  do 
aot  allude  to  the  appellation  given  to  the  venera- 
ble gentleman  in  derision ;  I  am  willing  to  allow 
^m  all  the  virtues  claimed  by  his  admirers,  and 
attrihttte  his  errors  to  human  frailty.  Another 
4istinfnished  favorite  of  Opposition,  (I  mean  the 
Chki  Jostice,)  while  Secretary  of  State,  wrote 
with  energy  and  ability  against  this  growing  out- 
lage.  The  honorable  Mr.  King,  too,  when  Min- 
irter  ac  London,  reiterated  the  same  complaints; 
aad  Mr.  JeflEerson  made  it  a  Mine  qua  nan  of  ne- 
gotiation* Now,  I  ask,  with  these  facts  staring 
yentlemen  io  the  face,  can  they  pretend  that  im- 
pccstmeot  was  not  considered  an  inadmissible 
pretension  ?  Evading  an  answer  where  none  can 
be  given,  they  tell  us  that  Washington,  Adams, 
and  J«&rson,  did  not  go  to  war  for  it.  It  is  true, 
thejr  did  not,  and  still  the  admission  proves  noth- 
ing. The  first  found  his  couotry  exhausted,  and 
by  slow  degrees  recovering  from  tbe  shock  of  a 
revdotion ;    the  Government  of  it,  which  the 


sense  of  common  danger  and  the  united  patnotr 
ism  of  the  times  alone  rendered  capable  of  sus- 
taining any  pressure,  suddenly  changed  fbr  a  new 
system,  against  which  the  talents  of  some  of  Uie 
firmest  patriots  and  strongest  chacnpions  of  libertj 
in  the  nation  had  been  arrayed.  The  predictions 
of  these  men  floated  as  beacons  to  euard  against 
the  dangers  they  had  imagined;  and  in  reducing 
order  out  of  chaos,  they  were  neither  to  be  de- 
spised nor  disregarded.  It  was  his  policy,  and  a 
wise  one,  to  give  the  nation  time  to  breathe  and 
to  grow  strong;  and  io  the  mean  time  to  enter  a 
protest  against  this  abuse,  rather  than  go  to  war 
then  to  redress  it.  Let  it  be  remembered,  too,  sir, 
that  the  injury  then  was  small  compared  with  its 
subsequent  extent.  It  grew  with  our  growth,  and 
strengthened  with  our  strength.  Under  the  last 
Administration,  it  was  of  most  alarming  magni- 
tude ;  qnder  those  of  General  Washington,  and 
Mr.  Adams,  though  each  injury  was  an  act  of 
war,  it  might  be  compared  to  the  murder  of  Pierce 
and  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake,  admitting  in 
the  first  instance  of  explanation  without  disgrace, 
and  ultimate  reparation.  But  if  an  hundred  ves- 
sels had  simultaneously  murdered  as  many  citi- 
zens, and  attacked  and  destroyed  all  our  vessels 
of  war,  no  one  could  have  forborne  to  identify  , 
the  Government  with  its  officers,  and  to  hold  it 
responsible  for  the  outrage.  Forbearance,  under 
such  circumstances,  would  have  been  pusillani- 
mous and  dishonorable ;  we  must  have  repelled 
the  hostile  blow  by  hostile  acts  on  our  part,  or 
surrendered  the  rank  we  have  assumed  as  an  in- 
dependent nation.  So,  too,  the  first  impressments 
of  our  citizens  being  disavowed,  and  reparation 
promised,  the  Government  wisely  preferred  to  rely 
on  the  justice  of  the  British  rather  than  on  their 
own  means  for  obtaining  redress  and  future  in- 
demnity. Experience  fatally  proved  the  fallacy 
of  this  security;  the  cries  or  one  American  were 
drowned  by  those  of  his  brother,  who  clung  to 
his  country  and  to  liberty  until  the  violence  of 
the  enemy  had  torn  him  from  both,  and  riveted 
on  him  the  fetters  which  had  been  forged  for  our 
citizens.  Thousands  of  them  in  this  manner  were 
seized  and  carried  off  and  still  endure  the  slavery 
and  degradation  to  which  they  have  been  doomed, 
unless  in  cases  where  a  kind  Providence  has  been 
pleased  to  close  their  eyes  in  death.  And  yet, 
that  justice  mjj^ht  be  done  to  the  long  forbear- 
ance and  pacific  policy  of  this  Government,  year 
after  year  it  sought  redress  in  vain,  and  the  an* 
s  wers  of  the  British  were  a  practical  commentary 
on  the  insolent  answers  of  their  commanders,  that 
'^  his  Majesty's  navy  must  have  sailors."  The 
nation  was  driven  to  the  wall,  where  individual 
resistance  becomes  lawful  in  the  sight  of  Heavea 
and  all  human  laws,  even  though  death  ensue; 
there  the  constituted  authorities  took  their  stand, 
and  the  war  was  declared  for  **  free  trade  and 
sailors'  rights."  Noi,  however,  contented  with  a 
discussion  of  the  avowed  causes  of  the  war,  which 
is  artfully  evaded  by  the  Opposition,  they  venture 
to  presume  others  never  contended  for  by  the 
Administration,  and  level  their  artillery  against 
those  pretended  causes.    They  say  we  claimed 
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that  free  ships  should  make  free  goods,  and  that 
there  should  be  no  belligerent  right  of  search. 
Sir,  I  deny  the  assertion  in  toto;  and  I  believe  if 
we  could  procure,  by  the  common  consent  of  na- 
tions, tl;ie  adoption  of  a  provision  that  there  should 
be  no  search  whatsoever,  our  interest  would  for- 
bid it.    I  will  acknowleage,  sir,  that  on  this  point 
my  private  opinions  have  undergone  a  change.   I 
do  not  recollect  that  I  ever  avowed  them.  T  had 
believed  that  if  the  flag  covered  the  vessel  and 
cargo  asainst  all  search,  it  would  contribute  much 
to  tne  freedom  of  the  seas,  if,  as  a  necessary  con- 
dition of  this  privilege,  no  vessel  were  allowed  to 
abuse  the  flag ;  to  carry  any  other  than  its  own ; 
or  to  violate  the  law  of  nations — ^in  relation  to 
contraband  of  war,  and  carrying  enemies  in  the 
military  service  of  an  enemy.    Without  these 
securities  tbe  privilege  would  not  be  desirable ; 
and  when  I  look  to  the  experience  of  other  nations 
as  well  as  our  own,  I  look  for  them  in  vain.   Un- 
fortunately for  the  honest  merchant,  and  we  have 
many,  there  are  others  of  a  difierent  stamp,  whom 
DO  laws  will  restrain,  by  whom  no  principles  will 
be  respected — even  now  they  are  in  secret  corre- 
spondence with  our  enemy,  and  subserving  his 
schemes  of  murder  and  conflagration,  by  furnish- 
ing the  instruments  of  death,  and  the  means  of 
subsistence.    To  illustrate  my  views,  I  will  sup- 
pose a  case.    We  are  at  war  with  a  foreign  na- 
tion who  effects  a  landing  in  Louisiana ;  our  navy 
nevertheless  gives  us  the  command  of  the  Amer- 
ican seas — and  I  am  indulging  in  no  improbable 
hypothesis,  for  we  are  destined  to  become  a  great 
naval  Power — the  invader  cannot  subsist  his  army 
without  fresh  troops,  other  implements  of  war, 
provisions,  dlu*.,  and  these  he  knows  will  fall  a 
prey  to  our  naval  superiority ;  a  corrupt  neutral, 
stimulated  by  gain,  ministers  to  his  necessities, 
carries  men,  arms,  and  ammunition,  to  relieve 
him.    Our  gallant  tars  believe  this  fraudulent 
trade  is  practised ;  but  they  dare  not  search  the 
vessels  employed  in  it,  because  of  their  abused 
immunities.    Should  we  restrain  them,  and  stay 
their  hand  from  tearing  the  flag  from  the  mast  of 
the  enemy  in  disguise,  and  masing  him  pay  the 
forfeit? 

It  is  said,  too,  that  we  are  fighting  for  the  estab- 
lishment or  a  new  law  of  blockades,  that  "there 
should  be  an  investment  by  land  and  water;"  this 
is  equally  incorrect.  We  stand  in  regard  to  them 
upon  the  British  doctrine ;  we  demanded  the  ob- 
servance of  their  own  rules ;  which  they  disre- 
ffarded  by  substituting  proclamations  and  orders 
for  men  and  ships;  it  was  their  paper  blockades, 
against  which  this  Gkivernment  contended.  We 
are  accused  of  insisting  on  a  violation  of  the  pub- 
lic law  of  Europe,  in  protecting  naturalized  men. 
And  whilst  the  genius  of  free  Governments,  and 
of  our  Constitution,  as  well  as  the  uniform  prac- 
tice of  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  of  Great 
Britain  in  particular,  are  overlooked,  gentlemen 
gravely  advocate  her  abstract  rights  and  munici- 
pal regulations.  If  a  plain  man  were  asked  what 
IS  the  public  law  of  Europe?  I  apprehend  he 
would  answer,  the  universal  practice  of  all  the 
States  of  Europe,  exercised  by  each,  assented  to 


by  all.  disputed  by  none.  Yet,  if  tested  by  this 
construction,  the  advocates  of  the  British  preten- 
sion in  regard  to  us,  have  nothing  whereon  to 
predicate  an  argument.  The  question  of  impress- 
ment, however,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  others, 
although  gentlemen  attempt  to  hide  it  in  a  mass 
of  imposture,  and  in  the  jargon  of  the  law  of  des- 
potism. The  single  point  is,  will  you  protect  your 
naiural-hom  citizens  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
personal  liberty  at  sea,  as  well  as  on  the  land  ? 
Let  the  career  of  our  sailors  be  the  answer,  those 
gallant  spirits  who  have  borne  our  thunders  on 
the  mountain  wave,  and  taught  the  enemy  that 
he  is  nut  invincible;  who  carry  from  the  mast- 
head the  motto  of  ^  Don't  give  up  the  ship."  as 
an  earnest,  that,  so  far  as  the  badge  of  sovereignty- 
is  confided  to  their  keeping,  the  national  honor 
has  nothing  to  apprehend,  ir  the  G^overnment  re- 
spond to  the  sentiment — as  I  would  have  the  Le- 
gislature speak  to  the  Executive  in  relation  to  the 
execution  of  his  functions.  DonH give  up  the  crew* 
I  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  will  you  tear  such  a  man 
from  his  ship;  from  his  family;  from  the  wife 
of  his  bosom,  and  the  children  of  their  love; 
from  his  aged  parent  who  assisted  to  rear  the  fab- 
ric of  liberty,  and  rejoices  now  in  the  evening  of 
his  days  that  his  eyes  will  be  closed  by  a  brave 
son  worthy  of  his  rather?  No,  sir;  rather  tell 
Liberty  to  tear  the  Constitution  to  pieces ;  to  de- 
part from  this  Hall,  and  scatter  it  to  the  winds ; 
to  pull  down  the  dome  of  this  magnificent  tem- 
ple ;  to  raze  the  monuments  of  freedom  to  their 
foundation  ;  to  leave  us  forever,  for  we  have  in- 
sulted her,  and  all  our  pledges  and  pretensions 
were  a  disgraceful  mockery  of  her  principles. 

It  is  said  we  have  gone  to  war  to  protect  Brit- 
ish subjects ;  that  we  naturalize  ancfemploy  their 
sailors.  In  the  very  nature  of  things,  few  if  any 
can  be  naturalized ;  and  it  is  a  pretence  merely. 
The  seaman  who  conforms  to  our  naturalization 
laws,  which  require  five  years  residence  in  a  State 
or  district,  and  testimonials  of  good  character, 
rarely,  if  ever,  returns  to  the  sea,  so  Ions  aban- 
doned by  him ;  and,  in  fact,  as  I  have  been  in- 
formed by  an  honorable  gentleman  in  the  minor- 
ity who  is  conversani  with  such  subjects,  (Mr. 
Jackson,  of  Rhode  Island,)  but  few  naturalized 
seamen  are  to  be  found.  Sir,  we  don't  want  nat-^ 
uralized  seamen,  as  our  law  which  forbids  their 
employment  evinces.  I  have  said,  on  a  former 
occasion,  and  the  remark  has  been  recently  quoted 
with  an  air  of  triumph,  that  the  men  who  come 
hither  from  Europe  in  search  of  an  asylum,  se- 
curing to  them  civil  and  reliffious  liberty,  go  to 
the  interior,  they  follow  the  plough  or  some  me- 
chanic art,  they  are  valuable  men  and  good  citi- 
zens ;  but  there  are  others  who  infest  the  seaport 
towns  and  wear  our  privileges  to  hide  their  foreign 
connexions,  who  are  a  pest  to  society  and  a  curse 
to  the  country ;  and  I  would  rejoice  to  see  a  pro- 
vision in  our  laws  preventing  them  from  engaging 
in  commerce  or  navigation.  I  would  say  to  theni, 
in  explicit  terms.  Whilst  you  live  among  us  and 
obey  our  laws,  we  will  protect  you  ;  but  the  mo- 
ment yon  go  to  sea  beyond  our  territorial  limits, 
you  cease  to  be  a  citizen ;  you  have  no  right  there. 
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tad  oor  daty  to  protect  you  then  ceases.  But  the 
lighu  and  duties  change  in  relation  to  persons  in 
oor  territory,  on  the  soil  of  our  country.  We 
hare,  by  the  Constitution,  a  power  to  naturalize 
foreigners,  and  I  did  not  expect  it  would  be  con- 
tended that  man  has  not  a  natural  right  to  dwell 
where  he  pleases,  to  choose  his  form  of  Qovern« 
ment  and  political  society.  This  power  of  natu- 
talizatlon  has  receired  the  sanction  of  all  parties; 
it  was  first  exercised  by  the  Washington  Ad  min- 
istration I  and  even  the  old  Congress  of  the  Rev- 
olutiop,  m  their  addresses,  particularly  to  the 
inbabi'ttnts  of  Ireland,  in  the  most  eloquent  Ian* 
goage^  invited  them  to  come  and  live  with  us  as 
members  of  our  political  family.  Although  no 
direct  invitation  is  now  given  by  this  Govern- 
menty  yet  when  a  foreigner  comes  under  the  faith 
of  our  Constitution  and  laws,  conforms  to  their 
provisions,  and  becomes  a  citizen,  a  contract  is 
entered  into  of  the  most  solemn  character  and 
binding  validity  on  his  part,  that  he  will  serve 
the  country  faithfully  as  a  citizen,  and,  on  the 
part  of  the  country,  that  it  will  protect  him  in  the 
enjoyment  of  his  rights;  he  owes  obedience  to 
oor  (aws,  is  bound  to  give  his  money  in  taxes, 
and  his  personal  services  in  battle,  and  if  taken 
prisoner  it  would  be  disgraceful  to  us  as  a  nation 
to  permit  the  enemy  with  impunity  to  hang  him 
t^>  as  a  traitor.  As  a  militiaman,  suppose  he  is 
called  to  Hampton,*  that  memorable  scene  of  Brit- 
ish  honor  and  humanity,  and  while  contending 
in  your  ranks  to  repel  the  ruthless  invader  he  is 
captured,  would  you  consent  to  his  immolation? 
I  have  said  that  man  has  a  JicUural  right  to  choose 
bis  country  and  his  political  society,  and  even  this 
proposition,  so  reasonable  and  just,  is  controvert- 
ed, and  a  new  principle  of  social  duty  is  assumed 
here.    '^  The  sovereign  (it  is  said)  is  absolute  over 

*  the  subject;  he  becomes  a  tenant  of  the  soil  on 
'  which  he  h  ushered  into  life,  and  cannot  be 
'  transplanted ;  he  owes  a  perpetual  allegiaoce  to 

*  it,  and  is  punishable  for  acts  inconsistent  with 
'  that  allegiance.''  This  definition  of  the  sover- 
eign power  suits  only  the  regions  of  despotism, 
where  man  is  a  slave;  the  whole  of  it  reduces 
him  to  the  condition  of  a  Russian  serf,  who  is 
sold  with  the  estate  of  the  lord  to  whom  both  be- 
long. 

Much  as  I  detest  the  Godwinian  principle,  that 
the  son  owes  no  duty  1o  his  parents,  (if,  as  the 
l^tleman  contends,  such  be  hts  doctrine,)  that 
which  assumes  that  the  duty  of  man  to  the  land 
of  his  birth  is  as  strong,  is  equally  abhorrent. 
What!  man  belong  to  the  soil?  Mao,  whom 
God  created  in  his  own  image  and  likeness,  and 
to  whom  he  gave  dominion  over  the  earth  and 
sea,  and  all  tiiat  in  them  is !  Shall  he  be  bound 
in  gratitude  to  the  land  where  he  is  accidentally 
born — from  which  his  parents  and  all  his  race 
are  either  driven,  or  were  destroyed  there  in  his 
iaiuicy  by  the  tyrant  hand  of  oppression,  and 
from  whose  persecutions  he  flies  to  a  clime  where 
civH  and  religious  liberty  are  consecrated  by  the 
laws,  and  enjoyed  alike  by  the  great  man  in  his 
palace  and  the  peasant  in  his  cottage?  We  are 
asked,  with  seeming  triumph,  if  France  invades 


us,  will  we  admit  a  citizen  to  go  ofi^  join  the  stand- 
ard, and  add  to  the  force  of  the  enemy  ?  I  an- 
swer, no.  Id  time  of  war  between  two  nations 
the  migrations  of  the  citizens  of  one  to  the  other 
nation  is  unlawful;  in  time  of  peace  it  is  far  dif- 
ferent. In  war,  the  motive  is  clearly  hostile  and 
treasonable  to  his  country ;  but  in  peace,  the  just 
presumption  of  reason  and  humanity  being  in 
favor  or  its  continuance,  no  such  idea  is  inferrible 
from  the  act,  which  is  not  only  not  unlawful,  but 
permitted.  The  case  put  is  in  no  wise  analo- 
gous. Pursuing  the  argument,  which,  in  effect, 
justifies  or  palliates  the  British  practice,  the  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Sheffet)  tells  us  impressment  is 
only  the  abuse  of  the  usage  (I  really  apprehended 
he  would  say  the  riffht)  of  Great  Britain,  long 
established.  Sir,  I  deny  that  the  practice  is  of 
ancient  date,  and  I  deny^  too,  that  it  has  been 
exercised  against  any  nation,  even  the  most  un- 
important, except  the  United  States.  Prior  to 
the  Revolution,  this  country  being  colonies  of 
Great  Britain,  and  our  merchant  vessels  subject 
to  the  regulations  of  the  parent  State,  any  prae- 
tice  then  need  not  be  mentioned^  because  not  ap- 
plicable. During  the  Revolutionary  war,  im- 
pressments,, in  the  nature  of  thina^s,  could  not  be 
practised,  as  nothing  but  superior  force  placed  our 
seamen  in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  and  thea 
they  were  held  as  prisoners  of  war  only.  Since 
the  treaty  of  peace,  this  ancient  usage,  as  it  is 
called,  was  first  commenced  against  the  free  citi- 
zens of  this  country.  It  was  promptly  met  and 
resisted  bv  manly  remonstrance,  indicating  that, 
unless  reclressed,  resistance  of  a  different  charac- 
ter would  be  resorted  to. 

Impressment,  it  is  said,  could  have  been  ar- 
ranged, in  the  opinion  of  high  authority;  and 
Mr.  King  has  often  been  alluded  to  as  bein^  of 
that  opinion.  It  is  true  that  the  English  Minis-^ 
ter  agreed  with  him  to  desist  from  impressment' 
altogether,  except  in  the  narrow  seas ;  but  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  exception  insisted  on  was  to 
prevent  any  arrangement,  as  was  in  effect  avowed 
since.  Mr.  King  refused  to  make  the  exception, 
and  he  declared  that  he  would  rather  lose  all  thaa 
affree  to  it.  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  are  also 
alluded  to,  as  proving  that  the  accommodation 
could  have  been  effected.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Fox,  who  was  the 
head  and  soul  of  his  Ministry,  and  whilst  the 
remnant  that  remained  were  descending  from 
power,  a  treaty  was  formed  with  Messrs.  Monroe 
and  Pinkney,  in  which  they  would  not  consent  to 
insert  any  provision  in  relation  to  impressment, 
but  agreed  to  an  informal  note,  which  it  was  sup- 
posed contained  something  valuable.  Mr.  Can- 
ning, soon  after,  was  at  the  head  of  the  Forei^^n 
Department,  and  on  receiving  a  communication 
notifying  him  of  the  promise  contained  in  this 
note,  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the  ex-Ministers, 
Lords  Holland  and  Auckland,  who  had  written 
it,  to  know  if  they  had  promised  any  suspension 
or  discontinuance  of  the  practice  of  impress* 
ment.  They  referred  him.  at  first,  to  the  note 
itself,  and,  on  his  pressing  them  further,  they  de- 
clared that  they  ^only  intended  to  promise  the 
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utmost  caution  in  the  exercise  of  the  right)  bat 
no  suspension  or  discontinuance  of  the  practice 
of  impressment."  (I  quote  the  correspondence 
from  memory,  but  I  know  that  I  quote  it  substan- 
tiilly.)  Mr.  Canning  then  wrote  to  our  Minis- 
ters that  no  engagements  were  entered  into  by 
Great  Britain  except  such  as  appeared  on  the  face 
of  the  treaty.  Sir,  Great  Britain  never  claimed 
the  right  to  impress  onr  natural  born  seamen. 
ThejT  always  professed  to  exercise  the  utmost 
caution,  and  this  was  no  more.  An  avowed  dis- 
regard of  it  would  have  been  war  at  once.  Yet 
what  had  we  to  expect  for  the  futur'e  by  recurring 
to  the  past  ?  Thousands  of  our  seamen  had  been 
impressed ;  the  cries  of  "  I  am  an  American  citi- 
zen," were  disregarded,  and,  as  if  to  manifest  a 
contempt  of  all  appearances,  Danes,  Swedes,  Ger- 
mans, and  negroes,  were  taken  from  our  vessels 
under  the  plea  that  they  were  British  subjects. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  is  for  drawing  a 
strange  line  of  distinction.  He  will  risk  nothing 
for  persons  comins  here  for  the  last  fifteen  years. 
He  will  permit  them  to  emigrate,  but  will  not 
naturalize  them.  What !  mase  the  alien  a  nul- 
lity \  like  a  monk,  professed  in  good  old  common 
law,  dvUiter  mortuus  7  It  would  be  a  dangerous 
situation  to  society  to  have  persons  in  it  owing  a 
temporary  allegiance  here,  and  a  paramount  per- 
manent allegiance  elsewhere.  Ir  they  have  no 
rights  they  can  be  subject  to  no  duties ;  neither 
entitled  to  hold  property,  nor  prosecute  suits,  nor 
liable  to  pay  taxes.  Their  situation  must  be  that 
of  an  outlaw^ho  may  be  hunted  and  killed  as  a 
wild  beast.  To  my  mind,  the  apology  offered  for 
British  impressment^  that  it  is  a  "municipal  reff- 
nlation,"  is  the  most  exceptionable.  What !  shall 
the  municipal  regulations  of  Great  Britain  be  ex- 
ercised on  Doard  our  vessels  ?  If  so,  with  equal 
justice  mav  they  be  exercised  on  the  land  also, 
and  thus,  we  shall  see  British  officers  traversing 
our  country,  seeking  out  and  seizing  their  victims, 
and  carrying  them  off  in  defiance  of  Air  national 
sovereignty  and  independence. 

We  are  reminded  of  the  pretences  under  which 
other  nations  justify  their  wars,  and  are  told  that 
Great  Britain  goes  to  war  for  fooleries,  such  as 
the  Spanish  succession,  dbc.;  and  gentlemen  ad- 
vise us  to  pursue  a  more  laudable  course.  It  is 
worthy  of  remark  that  this  Government  was 
censured  for  refusing  to  become  implicated  in 
this  Spanish  war,  which  is  now  denounced  from 
the  same  quarter  as  9l  foolery.  And  can  it  be 
that  the  rights  of  these  States  are  compared  to 
the  fooleries  of  madmen,  and  debauched,  cor- 
rupted monarchs  1  Our  Government  was  formed 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare ;  its 
primary  duty  is,  to  preserve  the  immunities  of 
persons  fxxA  the  rights  of  property  inviolate ;  and 
whatever  may  be  said  by  the  malcontents  of  the 
present  day  of  the  manly  efforts  to  maintain  these, 
posterity  will  not  fail  to  do  us  justice. 

It  will  do  justice,  also,  to  the  opinion  advanced 
by  the  Opposition,  that  we  should  have  gone  on, 
clamoring  more  and  more  about  the  Orders  in 
Council,  and  prosecuted  the  culprits  Who  kidnap- 
ped our  sailors,  by  actions  of  false  imprisonment 


in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  in  England ;  and, 
instead  of  protecting  our  citizens  by  tne  national 
arm.  we  should  have  feed  the  lawyers  who  prac- 
tice in  their  Inns  of  Court  to  recover  indemnity 
in  damages,  to  be  assessed  by  a  British  jury  in  a 
British  court.  Sir,  there  are  some  propositions 
too  outrageous  to  admit  of  discussion,  and,  per- 
mit me  to  say,  I  rank  these  among  that  number. 

We  are  told  that  the  rejection  of  the  treaty  of 
1806  produced  the  war,  and  that  it  should  have 
been  ratified.  I  regret  that  a  want  of  time  pre- 
vents me  from  a  re-examination  of  this  question, 
because  it  is  much  pressed  by  Opposition,  and  may 
be  folly  refuted ;  perhaps  a  simple  denial  would 
suffice  for  a  mere  assertion,  for  it  is  not  attempted 
to  be  shown  that  the  assertion  is  justified.  I  aeny 
that  the  treaty  afforded  any  security  against  the- 
abuses  we  have  recited ;  it  contained  no  indem- 
nity for  the  vast  spoliations  of  property;  and  it  is 
a  principle  of  common  law  and  reason,  applicable 
to  individual  transactions  as  well  as  to  nationid 
controversies,  that  a  claim  advanced  in  a  settle- 
ment and  resisted,  for  which  no  provision  is  made, 
is  considered  to  be  baned  by  such  settlements  So 
far  from  healing  up  existing  differences,  and  pre- 
venting future  ones,  the  seeds  of  controversy  were 
sown  deep  by  the  British,  and  the  outrageous 
pretension  was  set  up  to  chastise  us  for  French 
aggressions,  unless  we  resisted  them  in  the  man- 
ner they  reauired.  I  refer  gentlemen  to  the  ofli- 
cial  note  delivered  by  the  Sritish  Commissioners 
at  signing  the  treaty,  in  which  they  state  that  it 
is  not  to  be  considered  as  binding  on  their  par^ 
unless  the  United  States,  by  their  conduct  and 
assurances,  ^ive  security  to  resist  France;  and 
when  the  Mmister  was  told  that  we  had,  by  oar 
conduct,  given  those  assurances,  he  declared  he 
was  not  satisfied  therewith.  Thus,  sir,  we  were 
to  bind  ourselves  by  a  treaty,  '^hicn  was  or  was 
not  to  be  obligatory  on  the  enemy,  according  to 
his  capricious  opinions  of  the  degree  and  charac- 
ter of  resistance  we  were  to  make  to  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  French.  And  no  one  can  be  so 
credulous  as  to  believe  that  any  measure  short  of 
war  would  have  been  satisfactory.  The  acts  of 
the  British  were  obviously  founded  in  the  belief 
that  we  had  no  intention  to  maintain  and  enforce 
a  respect  for  our  rights.  Gentlemen  even  now 
admit  that  they  considered  the  intimation  of  the 
necessity  of  war  as  an  idle  threat.  No  doubt  they 
did,  sir;  their  friends  here  had  asserted  the  same 
belief,  and  on  this  error  their  impositions  were 
predicated.  If  after  all  that  had  been  said  and 
done  by  our  Government,  and  the  contempt  with 
which  it  was  treated,  we  had  succumbed,  we 
should,  after  having  become  the  scorn  and  deri- 
sion of  the  world,  by  refusing  to  fiffbt  for  our 
rights  and  honor,  have  been  compellea  at  last  to 
fight  for  our  existence  as  a  nation.  Amonff  na- 
tions, as  between  individuals,  no  point  should  be 
urged  unless  sanctioned  by  right  and  justice ;  bat^ 
once  urged,  it  should  be  maintained  manfully  and 
bravely.  The  advice  of  the  good  old  Polonias 
to  his  son  should  be  followed — ^*  Beware  of  en- 
trance on  a  quarrel ;  but,  beinjp^  in,  be  firm,  and 
then  thy  enemy  will  beware  of  thee." 
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We  are  aeeased  of  tfbtnidoniDg  the  prosperity 
»d  happioess  of  1809,  by  going  to  war.  I  am  at 
a  km  to  know  id  what  that  happiness  and  pros- 
perity eoDsbted.  Was  it  in  the  depredations  on 
oar  commerce  and  the  capture  of  oor  seamen  7 
If  90,  we  were  eminently  happy,  as  erery  day's 
eiperience  testified ;  and  that  species  of  happiness 
coatiAiied  down  to  the  declaration  of  war.  Yet 
gentlevcMti  say  that  Qreat  Britain  considers  our 
war  as  an  offensive  war,  and  they  concur  in  the 
optnion. 

No  dool^  Great  Britain  thinks  so ;  she  argned 
herself  into  the  same  belief  when  she  attacked 
the  S^nish  frigates,  hot  the  world  did  justice  to 
hermotiresi  their  high  offence  was,  that  they 
earried  milMons  of  dollars,  and  G^eat  Britain 
wanted  the  money.  So.  too,  in  her  attack  upon 
t^  peaeefol  Dane,  when  his  capital  was  destroy- 
ed and  his  fleet  was  captured ;  when  fire  and  the 
fWord  laid  waste  Copenhagen,  and  deluged  its 
Greets  in  the  Mood  of  its  innocent  women  and 
ehfldren.  The  plea  in  both  eases  was  the  same— 
"Bonaparte,  my  enemy,  will  get  your  money  and 
leec,  and  thereby  increase  his  means  of  annoying 
BM,  and  I  wiU  defend  myself  against  this  appre- 
heBatOtt."  Soch,  in  effect,  was  her  language  to 
M,  m  her  jnst  and  defensire  retaliation.  Let  us 
nv^fy  this  ground  by  applying  it  to  individual 
iMereourae.  A  man  travelling  on  the  high  road 
is  aeeosced  by  a  robber,  who  demands  his  money, 
aad  aecompanies  the  demand  by  a  vindication  of 
hiseonchict  to  this  effect:  "I  rob  you  not  with  a 
desire  to  enrich  myself,  but  I  have  an  unprinci- 
pled enemy  living  on  tne  road,  who  has  need  of 
yoor  cash,  and  unless  I  get  it  ne  wiH,  and  it  will 
add  to  bis  means  of  destroying  me ;  besides,  he 
w3l,  after  nH>btB^,  murder  ^ou,  and  to  guard  you 
against  the  perils  that  await  you,  I  wiU  rob  you 
mysetf,  and  make  you  my  prisoner,  out  of  pure 
good  wiH,  aad  in  my  own  defence."  Such  is  the 
practice,  such  alone  can  be  the  justification,  of 
Qreat  Britain,  and  I  do  not  wonder  that  she  con- 
'Stders  oirrs  as  an  offensive  war. 

We  are  reminded  of  the  pretences  by  which  the 
partitioners  of  Poland  affected  to  justify  them- 
tetree — not  that  Poland  had  done  them  injury, 
bat  that  the  Polish  principles  were  dangerous  to 
the  safety  of  crowned  heads,  who  were  alarmed 
at  the  example  of  a  people  capable  of  self-govern- 
ment. The  gentleman  might  have  referred,  also, 
td  tbe  ftm6Qs  confederacies  of  Pavia  and  Pilnit2, 
which  were  formed  on  the  same  plea  against 
n«nee,and  in  which  the  British  Government 
perfbnned  a  conspicuous  part.  Sir,  these  exam- 
ples a£brd  other  evidences  of  the  facility  with 
whieh  the  British  cheat  themselves  into  the  be» 
lief— kindhonest  soub!— that  all  their  wars  are  de- 
fensfre.  Tet.  strange  to  tell,  they  are  illustrations 
Off  the  opinion  ente ruined  here  by  the  Opposition, 
of  the  sotmdness  and  justice  of  the  American 
claims.  1  ask,  emphatically,  is  it  possible  that 
any  n^n  can  believe  that  our  war  is  of  a  similar 
character,  and  waged  on  such  flagitious  preten- 
nons  7  Gentlemen  say  yo ;  you  nave  a  lawless 
hostility  against  Great 'Britain,  and  your  measures 
pfoeeed  from  that  source.    I  refer  to  two  memo- 


rable examples  of  the  pacific  temper  of  this  na- 
tion, where  the  conduct  of  the  British  was  uni- 
versally condemned,  viz :  the  murder  of  Pierce, 
and  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake.  When  the 
murdered  Pierce  arrived  at  New  York,  all  parties 
vied  who  should  manifest  the  strongest  resent- 
ment. The  Federalists,  with  Mr.  Kin^  at  their 
head,  paraded  the  streets  with  the  dead  body,  and 
one  cry  of  vengeance  animated  tbe  nation.  So, 
too,  when  the  Chesapeake  was  taken,  all  parties 
cried  aloud  for  war;  and,  had  the  Congress  been 
convened,  and  a  declaration  of  war  recommended, 
I  do  verily  believe  it  would  have  passed  almost 
unanimously.  But  tbe  Executive  then,  as  had 
been  done  by  Congress  on  a  former  occasion, 
clinffing  to  peace  as  the  sheet-anchor  of  safety, 
resolved  not  to  identify  the  Government  with  the 
act  of  its  oflicer,  but  to  admit  of  pacific  explana- 
tion and  atonement.  Gentlemen  mistake  the  fact; 
it  is  Britain  that  is  hostile,  and  not  this  nation. 
Look  at  her  conduct  towards  the  Indians  before 
the  war  was  declared,  and  even  whilst  her  Min- 
ister was  denying  the  justice  of  opinions  drawn 
from  that  conduct ;  these  people,  to  whom  we  sent 
the  missionaries  of  the  Gospel  and  the  implements 
of  husbandry,  were  enticed  to  take  up  arms  against 
us,  by  the  holy  "  bulwark  of  religion ;"  they  were 
made  hostile  by  promises  and  by  presents;  by 
spirits  to  inflame  their  passions^  ana  by  arms  t6 
destroy  us ;  and  these  facts,  coming  to  the  Execu- 
tive from  every  quarter,  were  verified  by  corres^ 
ponding  circumstances.  A  vast  body  of  armed 
savages  were  assembled  at  Tippecanoe,  threaten- 
ing the  frontier^  which  more  than  once  had  been 
recently  smoking  in  blood  and  conflagration. 
There,  with  the  language  of  peace  in  their  mouths, 
like  their  employers,  they  attacked  our  force,  an^ 
being  defeated,  thejr  left  behind  them  British 
arms,  British  scalping  knives  and  tomahawks, 
and  British  ornaments.  Their  open,  avowed,  ana 
immediate  employment  of  them  as  soon  as  war 
was  declared,  is  conclusive  proof  on  that  head ; 
for  how,  I  ask,  could  they  otherwise  have  concen- 
trated such  a  larse  Indian  force  in  so  short  a 
time?  Sir,  I  am  humbled  to  find  it  necessary,  in 
this  House,  to  discuss  the  justice  of  the  war,  and 
to  answer  objections  taken  by  my  countrymen 
against  the  cause  of  our  common  country.  I  do 
greatly  mistake  if  I  have  not  shown  that  the  war 
was  just,  necessary,  and  unavoidable  at  its  com- 
mencement; which  brings  me  to  the  second  pointy 
viz:  The  justice  of  its  continuance. 

We  are  told  that  the  war  should  be  discontin- 
ued, as  the  Orders  in  Council  have  been  repealed. 
Their  repeal  was  conditional  merely,  and  the 
terms  certainly  not  the  most  satisfactory.  We 
were  informed  that  unless  British  vessels  and 
British  goods  were  freely  admitted  into  oar  ports, 
the  repeal  would  not  be  respected,  and  the  right 
of  pasiting  the  orders  was  expressly  asserted.  But, 
waiving  these  objections,  I  insist  that  impress- 
ments either  are  or  are  not  justifiable.  If  not,  as 
I  have  attempted  to  show,  they  should  be  pro- 
vided against ;  and  the  Government  has  done  all 
it  could  to  terminate  the  war,  by  proposals  to  en- 
tertain  for  discussion   this  important  question 
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The  British  were  not  required  to  abandon  it  with- 
out a  reasonable  indemnity;  they  were  not  e?en 
required  to  do  more  than  suspend  the  practice 
during  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  or  to  continue 
the  war,  and  to  nej^otiate  on  that  point  in  the 
mean  time.  Yet,  strange  to  tell,  the  British  per- 
emptorily rejected  all  these  offers,  although  they 
well  knew  that  in  time  of  war  they  cannot  im- 
press; that  if  hostilities  be  suspended,  they  can- 
not Impress  during  such  suspension,  as  it  would 
be  an  act  of  war.  Yet  they  refused  to  forbear 
the  practice  and  try  the  effect  of  negotiation. 
What !  shall  we  be  tfound  whilst  treating  of  peace 
with  the  enemy,  and  he  be  at  liberty  to  make  war 
on  us  ?  The  idea  is  too  preposterous  and  extrav- 
agant. The  plea  of  Great  Britain  was,  that  we 
harbored  her  seamen,  we .  encouraged  desertion ; 
we  were  not  prevented,  by  the  circumstance  of 
being  at  war  with  her,  from  removing  this  pre- 
tence, and  the  seamen's  bill  was  passed.  Yet, 
strange  to  tell,  its  passage  was  opposed  by  the 
minority. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia,  the  friend  and  ally  of 
England,  offered  his  meditation  to  effect  a  recon- 
ciliation. It  was  promptly  accepted,  in  the  liberal 
spirit  in  which  it  had  been  conceived ;  and  our 
Mipisters  were  sent  on  a  peace  mission.  A  strong- 
er proof  of  the  just  views  and  sinceritjr  of  a  na- 
tion than  was  then  given  by  the  Executive,  never 
was  afforded.  The  ally  of  our  enemy  was  con- 
fided in  by  us — an  ally  at  war  With  the  nation  to 
whom  it  is  falsely  pretended  we  are  devoted :  »nd 
a  distinguished  Federalist  was  appointed  as  one 
of  the  negotiators.  The  conduct  ol  Opposition  in 
regard  to  this  mediation  deserves  particular  no- 
tice. At  first  they  accused  the  President  of  avoid- 
ing the  mediation  as  long  as  he  could,  because  of 
his  aversion  to  a  peace,  and  until  he  found  the 
public  sentiment  running  strong  against  him. 
After  the  mediation  was  accepted,  and  oor  Min- 
isters had  sailed,  there  were  strong  indications  of 
its  rejection  by  Great  Britain,  and  it  was  finally 
rejected.  Then  it  pleased  Opposition  to  denounce 
the  Executive  for  accepting  the  mediation,  and 
its  great  leader  declared  that  the  mediation  was 
tendered  by  the  Russian  Miniver  without  the 
authority  of  his  Emperor,  and  this  tender  was 
produced  by  the  intrigue  of  our  Government. 
The  course  the  Opposition  took  on  that  occasion 
was  not  without  example.  They  had  practised 
it  in  the  famous  Erskine  arransement.  Then  the 
Opposition  affirmed  that  they  knew  Great  Britain 
had  been  always  disposed  to  friendly  intercourse, 
if  they  could  meet  a  corresponding  temper ;  and 
they  hailed  the  accommodation  as  evidence  of 
its  commencement.  They  carried  that  feeling  into 
this  House ;  here  a  vote  of  thanks  was  proposed 
to  be  tendered  to  the  President ;  he  was  called  the 
man  of  the  people,  the  friend  of  his  countrv,  ^c. 
But  Erskine's  arrangement  was  rejected  by  his 
Government;  and  then,  in  the  true  spirit  of  liber- 
ality and  consistency,  the  same  gentlemen  con- 
demned the  President  for  imposing  on  the  young, 
credulous  Miiiister ;  and  a  member  of  this  House, 
who  advoted  the  vote  of  approbation  in  the  first 
instance,  came  forward  and  censured  the  Presi- 


dent for  confiding  in  the  honor  of  the  Minister^ 
and  stated  that  he  should  have  first  seen  his  pat- 
ent powers  under  the  sign  manual  of  the  King. 
Suppose  the  President  had  done  so,  and  the  Mio- 
bter,  feeling  the  indignity,  had  demanded  his  pass- 
ports, and  left  the  country — we  should  then  haire 
heard  a  general  cry  of  condemnation.  Whilst 
the  Opposition  were  of  opinion  that  the  Russiaa 
mediation  was  sanctioned  by  Great  Britain,  the 
acceptance  of  it  by  us  was  wise,  pacific,  and  just ; 
it  met  their  cordial  approbation ;  but  wh^n  Great 
Britain  rejected  it,  they  too  condemned  it,  as  aa 
imposition,  which  the  Elxecutive  had  practised, 
knowing  it  must  necessarily  fail.  I  request  gen- 
tlemen to  mark  the  language  of  Alexander,  in  the 
tender  of  his  good  offices — ^he  is  satisfied  the  Uni- 
ted States  have  done  all  they  could  do  to  avoid 
war.  Let  them  mark,  too,  his  relation  to  England, 
engaged  in  alliance  with  her,  receiving  her  assis- 
tance in  a  struggle  he  was  making  for  his  throne, 
his  empire,  and  independence.  At  this  interesting 
crisis,  Alexander  bears  testimony  before  all  tha 
world  of  his  confidence  in  the  just  views  of  Amer- 
ica ;  let  Opposition  learn  a  lesson  of  forbearance  and 
liberality  from  his  magnanimity ; — he,  if  present 
feeling  and  interest  would  sway  him,  would  hare 
been  ready  to  espouse  the  cause  of  England 
against  us.  Yet  he,  rising  above  such  narrow 
selfishness,  manifests  his  confidence  in  decided 
te.rms — whilst  Opposition,  having  a  common  in- 
terest with  a  majority  in  the  welfare  of  the  nation, 
takes  the  unjust  side  of  England.  Great  Britain 
foresaw  that  a  refusal  of  the  Russian  mediation 
would  expose  h^  to  just  censure,  unless  covered  by 
some  plausible  pretext,  and  has  attempted  to  shisld 
herself  by  the  expression  of  her  unwillingness  to 
unite  our  dispute  with  the  affairs  of  the  Conti- 
nent. What  affairs,  I  ask?  Not  French  affairs; 
there  was  no  danger  of  the  phantom  *^  French  in- 
fluence" to  be  apprehended  rrom  the  profiered  me- 
diation, as  Russia  was  at  war  with  France.  I 
will  answer  the  question  for  England.  It  was 
the  desire  manifested  by  the  Baltic  States,  on  a 
former  occasion,  to  maintain  the  maritime  rights 
of  all  nations,  that  Great  Britain  deprecated ;  tlie]r 
too  like  us  entertained  the  notion  that  when  God 
separated  the  sea  from  the  land  he  made  it  free, 
like  the  air  we  breathe,  for  all  nations.  And  I 
hope  and  trust  that  Alexander  will  add  to  his 
title  of"  Deliverer  ofEurope"  the  more  gloriousone 
of  Deliverer  of  the  World ;  that,  having  called  into 
action  the  energies  of  his  great  mind,  and  the  vast 
resources  of  his  Empire ;  after  having  rolled  back 
the  mighty  wave  of  French  power  which  inun- 
dated the  neighboring  States,  and  swept  away 
the  ancient  boundaries  of  Russia  until  it  pene- 
trated to  Moscow,  the  capital  of  the  Czars ;  after 
putting  down  the  tyranny  of  the  land,  which  threat- 
ened the  subjugation  of  the  Continent,  he  will 
not  lav  down  his  arms  until  he  has  executed  the 
vast  design,  worthy  of  the  cause  which  has  pro- 
duced the  development  of  his  powers,  of  putting 
down  the  tyranny  of  the  seas. 

This  Russian  mediation  teacEes  another  im- 
portant fact,  which  must  stamp  with  eternal  in- 
famy the  charge  of  French  infltteoce.    To  Ros* 
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m,  figluiiig  against  France,  the  United  States 
hate  confided  their  cause  and  its  object;  and 
hare  thereby  shown  that  no  relation  whatsoerer 
ssbusted  with  France,  which  the  enemies  of 
Fiance  conld  regret  or  disapprove — in  fine,  that 
none  of  any  kind  existed  not  known  to  all  the 
world.  Qreat  Britain  has  proposed  to  treat  di- 
rectly vith  ns  at  Gottenbuig,  and  the  ofier  was 
accepted  without  delay.  Not  disposed  to  resent 
the  rejection  of  all  previous  overtures  made  di- 
rectly by  thb  Government,  and  the  indirect  one 
whieh  the  mediation  afforded,  but  zealously  anx- 
ious to  ohiain  a  speedy  and  honorable  peace,  we 
find  asieady  perseverance  in  that  object,  nay,  even 
a  solicitude  which  the  enemy  may  mistake  for 
timidity,  and  which  some  warm  spirits  in  this  na- 
CiMbave  renrehended,  which  brings  me  to  a  coo- 
dosion  of  tne  second  point,  viz :  the  justice  of  a 
coatinuaace  of  the  war ;  and  I  hope  I  have  estab- 
lished the  justice  of  its  continuance,  as  well  by 
showing  that  its  object  has  not  been  attained,  as 
in  recurring  to  the  proofs  that  the  Groveroment 
have  made  and  are  now  making  every  honorable 
effort  to  produce  its  termination.  Indeed  it  is 
said,  that  Administration  are  now  bent  on  peace, 
and  we  shall  soon  have  it ;  that  they  have  struck 
their  flag,  and  gentlemen  are  glad  of  it.  And  a 
Ume  attempt  is  made  to  distinguish  between  the 
national  flag  and  the  flag  of  Administration — it 
isadmined  that  the  flag  of  Administration  is  to 
give  protection  to  "  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights," 
aad  1  think  those  five  words  contain  a  Constitu- 
tional definition  of  all  that  concerns  us  with  foreign 
nations  beyond  our  landed  limits.  This  antici- 
pated surrender,  which  afibrds  so  much  pleasure 
to  geatlemen,  might  have  been  communicated  by 
the  King's  messenger ;  but  that  would  not  suffice, 
the  sopremacy  d  the  Pope  was  to  be  duly  ac- 
knowledged, a  King  must  hold  his  stirrup,  five 
Eavojs  with  badges  of  humiliation  must  carry  our 
siibmissioa  to  England;  for  it  was  thus  the  keys 
of  Calais  were  surrendered.  What  are  the  proofs 
of  this  submission?  this  surrender  of  sailors'  rights? 
Gentlemen  say,  the  Prince  Regent  refers  to  his 
aaritime  rights,  and  asserts  that  the  United  States' 
have  not  discovered  a  disposition  to  treat  on  the 
basis  of  their  recognition — that  Lord  Castlereagh 
fioposes  to  negotiate  on  those  terms,  and  that 
the  accepunce  of  the  offer  is  submission.  We 
narct  contested  the  maritime  rights  of  England, 
it  was  her  maritime  wrongs  we  complained  of. 
The  pablie  law  of  Europe  and  the  maritime  rights 
of  Great  Britain  are  common  to  all  nations;  her 
maritime  rights  are  as  well  defined  as  ours ;  we  are 
all  equals ;  and  usurpation  and  oppression,  though 
soceessftti.  constitute  no  new  ^'  right."  Sir,  I  ob- 
ject to  the  authority  introduced  by  the  gentleman, 
as  well  as  to  the  justice  of  his  deductions.  Shall 
Ameriea  be  Judged  by  the  Prince  Regent  ?  shall 
its  cause  or  lU  intentions  be  decided  by  his  asser- 
tions? I  hope  not,  sir,  as  on  his  evidence  the 
United  States  are  leagued  with  France ;  and  on 
that  of  his  representative,  Lieutenent  General  Pre- 
VQst,  we  are  the  allies  of  France.  I  shall  not  en- 
gage la  the  idle  controversy,  whether  a  surrender 
of  ofu  rights  be  or  be  not  intended—*!  will  not  at- 


tempt to  convince  gentlemen  of  what  Adminis- 
tration intend  to  do,  when  they  will  not  under- 
stand or  believe  what  they  have  done. 

I  do  not  envy  those  feelings  which  induce  the 
assertion,  that  the  surrender  of  our  rights  afibrds 
pleasure  and  cause  of  rejoicing.  I  thank  God 
mine  are  of  a  difierent  stamp.  I  shall  rejoice  to 
see  not  only  the  rights  of  commerce  and  sea- 
men, so  far  as  my  countrymen  are  concerned,  ex- 
empted from  oppression,  but  the  rights  of  all  the 
world  respected  and  consecrated  by  the  laws  and 
usages  of  nations. 

I  will  now  consider  the  third  point,  the  manner 
of  carrying  on  this  war ;  which  has  also  met  with 
marked  condemnation.  It  is  said  the  war,  as  car- 
ried on.  is  an  offensive  war ;  it  is  not  for  the  main- 
tenance of  our  rights,  but  is  a  war  of  conquest. 
It  is  worthy  of  remark  here,  that  Opposition  as- 
serted the  same  thing  before  a  blow  was  struck,  at 
the  time  of  declaring  war.  Although  the  charge 
has  been  exposed  with  much  ability  by  my  hon- 
orable friends,  I  will  venture  to  oner  a  few  re- 
marks in  addition  to  theirs ;  and,  before  I  do  so, 
permit  me  to  express  my  opinion  in  relation  to 
Canada,  for  it  is  due  to  this  investigation  that  I 
should  be  rightly  understood  on  that  point.  Can- 
ada as  a  territory  is  not  worth  one  cent  to  us — I 
would  not  have  it;  and  asafibrdiogthe  means  of 
stirring  tio  the  savages  alone  can  it  be  important? 
If  Gkeat  Britain  remains  pacific  and  just  towards 
us,  and  does  not  excite  the  Indians,  they  may 
keep  Canada  with  my  approbation  forever ;  it  ts 
intrinsically  of  no  value  to  us.  I  speak  more 
particularly  as  a  Western  man.  We  have  al- 
ready territory  enough  for  many  years  to  come, 
and,  by  refusing  to  enlarge  it  by  acquisitions  on 
the  Northern  frontier,  we  secure  to  the  West  a 
continuation  of  the  vast  emigration  from  the 
Northern  and  Eastern  sections  of  this  Union, 
which  not  only  contributes  to  increase  the  ratio 
of  our  numbers  and  enhance  the  value  of  our 
lands,  but  by  decrees  will  efiect  a  mpre  important 
object.  The  emigrants  will  communicate  to  their 
friends  who  are  left  behind,  that  the  jealousies 
which  wicked  and  designing  men  are  industri- 
ously exciting  are  unfounded  and  unjust ;  and 
they  will  by  and  bv  learn  to  judge  of  us  correctly, 
and  we  shall  thereby  acquire  the  greatly  desirable 
object,  a  national  character,  which  is  only  to  be 
attained  by  extinguishing  sectional  jealousies. 
Conquest,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  not  our  character ; 
the  Louisiana  case  is  a  memorable  instance  of  it. 
When  the  right  of  deposite  at  Orleans,  which 
was  sanction^  by  treaty,  was  prohibited  by  the 
unauthorized  act  of  the  Spanish  Intendant,  lead- 
ing members  of  Opposition  were  then  for  buck- 
ling on  the  armor  of  war;  they  proposed  raising  an 
army  of  fifty  thousand  men  to  take  the  country, 
which  they  said  we  must  have  at  any  sacrifice ; 
for,  that  the  island  of  New  Orleans  alone  would 
justify  the  expenditure.  The  Government  con- 
curred in  opinion  ot  its  importance,  but  rejected 
the  course  advised  for  its  acquisition ;  it  would 
not  wage  war — "first  strike  and  then  hear"  the 
explanation  which  Spain  had  to  offer.  The 
Spanish  Government  disavowed  the  act  of  its 
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agent,  and  the  country  was  acquired  by  cession 
for  $15,000,000,  about  one-tbird  of  the  price  of 
one  campaign. 

Yet,  when  thus  acquired,  the  same  gentlemen 
condemned  the  acquisition  and  declared  the  bar- 
gain was  a  bad  one.  I  repeat  the  assertion  ',  a 
desire  of  conquest  does  not  constitute  a  trait  in 
our  character,  as  this  celebrated  instance  proves. 
But.  say  gentlemen,  your  operations  are  onensiye 
in  tneir  nature,  and  this  cnanges  the  character 
of  the  war.  My  friend  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Calhoun)  gave  the  proper  answer  to  this 
assertion — "  the  character  of  the  war  cannot  be 
'  affected  by  the  mode  of  conducting  it ;  the  causes 
'  of  its  origin  alone  give  it  a  character,  and  that 
'  never  changes  unless  the  war  is  continued  after 
*  the  causes  cease."  This  was  the  idea,  if  not  the 
language  of  my  friend,  and  surely  the  reasoning 
is  conclusive.  If  the  war  was  declared  for  just 
cause,  how  should  a  wise  Government  conduct 
it  ?  1  answer,  make  it  fail  as  heavily  on  the 
enemy  as  possiole  within  the  lawful  rules  of  war- 
fare, and  as  lightly  as  it  can  on  our  own  people. 
In  order  to  do  this  it  must  attack  him — put  him 
on  the  defensive,  and  not  wait  to  repel  his  attacks. 
It  was  said  in  the  British  Parliament,  by  Mr. 
Canning,  that  one  of  their  ^ablest  friends  in  Con- 
ffress"  had  declared  that  in  a  few  months  the  Brit- 
ish would  destroy  our  towns  and  ravage  the  sea- 
coast,  and  he  upbraided  the  Ministry  with  the 
omission  to  verify  this  prediction.  If  the  enemy 
had  the  power  we  know  he  would  have  executed 
it,  as  the  defenceless  villages  on  the  Chesapeake 
show.  And  how  has  this  been  prevented  ?  I  an- 
swer, by  invading  his  territory,  compelling  him 
to  draw  his  forces  there,  and  putting  him  on  the 
defensive.  If  the  character  of  the  war  depend 
upon  the  mode  of  carrying  it  on,  if  invading  the 
territory  of  the  enemy  constitute  offensive  war, 
the  war  is  offensive  on  his  part;  and  thus, by  the 
process  of  reasoning  indulged  by  gentlemen,  it  is 
proved  that  each  nation  is  carrying  on  an  offen- 
sive war  against  the  other  at  the  same  time,  which 
involves  the  grossest  absurdity.  I  suppose  the 
enemy  will  be  justified  in  his  warfare — indeed 
he  has  been  already — and  we  shall  be  told  he  at- 
tacks for  his  own  defence  and  safety.  It  was  for 
this  purpose  he  carried  his  arms  into  Michigan, 
to  the  river  Raisin,  to  Fort  Meigs,  Sandusky, 
Hampton,  Erie,  Black  Rock,  Buffalo,  ^.,  where 
his  footsteps  were  marked  with  butchery  and 
bloodshed,  conflagration, and  rapine,  which  would 
have  scandalized  a  cannibal.  There  was  a  par- 
amount motive  for  invading  Canada— there  the 
Indians  were  hired  by  their  cruel  employers — 
there  they  were  set  on  to  deeds  of  blood,  and  there 
it  was,  that  a  price  was  promised  them  for  the 
scalps  of  infant  innocence  and  unprotected  help- 
less women.  And  while  the  frontier  man  rushed 
to  the  battle  at  the  call  of  his  country,  and  op- 
posed in  fair  and  honorable  combat  the  open  in- 
vader— the  red  ally  of  England,  who  had  been  ^ 
ikttened  and  made  strong  by  the  bounty  before  he 
waa  so  cruelly  excited  against  his  protector — the 
savage  who  was  drawn  from  the  wilds  of  his  for- 
est crept  in  behind  him  like  4  wolf  into  the  sheep- 


fold,  and  awakening  his  family  from  the  mid- 
night sleep  by  his  horrible  yells— the  conflagration 
of  their  dwellings  lighted  him  to  their  hiding* 
place  and  with  more  than  savage  fury  he  tore 
the  infant  from  its  mother^s  bosom  and  beat  out 
its  brains  against  her  head.  When  the  soldier 
came  back  to  find  his  family  and  his  home,  not 
a  vestige  of  either  remained,  all  were  consumed 
by  the  fell  destroyer,  who  had  fled  with  their 
bleeding  scalps  to  the  British  Proctors  and  Bl- 
liots.  who  paid  the  stipulated  bounty. 

Sir,  I  refer  gentlemen  to  the  celebrated  speeeh 
of  tbeir  friend  (Mr.  Ames)  upon  the  British 
treaty.  He  urged  its  adoption  because  it  gare 
up  to  us  our  own  posts,  wnere  the  British,  as  he 
admitted,  influenced  the  Indians  to  make  war; 
and  I  believe  the  treaty  went  down  in  conse- 
quence of  the  eloquence  with  which  he  pressed 
that  subject.  How,  I  ask,  then,  can  gentlemen 
reconcile  it  to  themselves  to  condemn  the  Qoy* 
ernment  for  exercising  all  its  efforts  to  prevent 
this  outrageous  warfare?  The  British  attempt 
to  apologize  for  their  barbarities  by  statinp^  that 
they  cannot  restrain  the  Indians.  This,  if  true, 
is  no  palliation.  The  ready  reply  is,  you  violate 
all  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare  by  the  use  of 
any  means  yoii  cannot  control  within  them,  and 
are  answerable  fot  such  use.  But  the  assertion 
is  not  true.  We  have  been  at  last  reluctantly 
constrained  to  employ  the  Indians  iii  our  just 
defence,  and  in  no  instance  have  they  scalped  the 
dead  or  murdered  the  prisoners ;  they  have  obeyed 
the  orders  of  the  American  officers ;  and  no  doubt 
the  British  have  been  equally  obeyed  bv  those  in 
their  service.  Suppose  this  system  of^  carrying 
on  the  war  on  the  uefensive  plan  recommendea 
were  adopted ;  it  would  lead  to  consequences  the 
most  absurd,  and  humiliating,  and  destructive. 
The  enemy  invades  your  territory,  and  then,  and 
then  only,  he  is  liable  to  your  attacks.  After 
striking  his  blow,  your  forces  are  marched  against 
him,  and  he  is  driven  to  the  line  with  his  booty 
and  prisoners; — with  difficulty  he  eludes  yonr 
i^asp.  until  he  rushes,  exhausted  and  resistless, 
into  nis  own  territory,  and  a  few  hundred  yards 
beyond  your  boundary  he  pitches  his  tents  in 
security ;  the  soldier's  arm  is  paralyzed,  his  mus- 
ket is  stricken  out  of  his  hands,  and  the  enemy 
riots  in  security  before  his  eyes,  surrounded  by 
the  inviolability  of  a  contemptible  policy.  There 
he  recruite  his  strength,  strikes  another  blow 
elsewhere,  flees  again  to  the  place  of  security, 
and  is  safe.  Just  like  the  felons  in  the  iron  times 
of  feudal  vassalage,  who  ran  to  the  consecrated 
places  of  safety,  where  the  sword  of  justice  could 
never  reach  tliem.  Then,  indeed,  would  the 
Cockburns  of  England  have  verified  the  predie*' 
tions  of  their  **  friend  in  Congress ;"  the  disposable 
force  of  Canada,  which  was  kept  in  check,  might 
have  been  transported  to  attack  our  seaport  towns 
in  succession,  and  the  cruelties  and  outrages  of 
Hampton  would  have  been  tender  mercies  to 
what  we  should  have  suffered.  The  plan  of  the 
Administration  for  the  conduct  of  the  war  is  not 
only  condemned  in  unqualified  terms  by  the 
minority,  but  they  have  had  the  kindness  to  give 
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their  adriee  how  to  manige  it  for  the  futare. 
Tbej  siy.  '^  repeal  the  embargo,  send  all  yoar 
Tessas  to  sea,  and  we  will  onite  with  you  there. 
Takt  the  Lakes  and  the  St.  Lawrence  id  this, 
and  we  will  support  yea."  I  consider  that  some- 
thiAg[  is  gaioed  by  this  admission.  It  now  seems 
that  It  is  not  immoral  to  rejoice  with  us  for  our 
naTal  TtctoTies;  gentlemen  are  willing  to  aid  us 
abo  in  achieTing  others. 

Let  as  examine  this  concession  with  the  argo- 
naut that  the  war  is  unjust;  that  the  war  is 
oflensi^ej  ^.  Surely  the  war  on  the  ocean  will 
be  pMaluriy  ofifensive  to  Qreat  Britain ;  '*  the  sea 
is  jBriia/ii's  own  domain" — '*all  under  sea  is 
British  ^roand" — "Britannia  rules  the  waves." 
These  are  the  farorite  themes  of  the  fast-anchored 
isle;  and  dare  we  inrade  her  dominion  ?  That 
wd/ indeed  be  ofiensire  war !  Sir,  I  consider  the 
poiBt  of  the  justice,  dbc.,  of  the  war  as  conceded 
ay  the  minority,  if  we  will  consent  to  fight  with 
them  in  their  own  way.  I  should  like  to  know 
how  the  war  is  to  be  conducted  there.  '^  Free 
tnde  and  sailors'  rights"  are  to  be  given  up ;  the 
flag  is  to  be  struck,  and,  I  suppose,  we  are  to  fight 
if  molested  in  the  enjoyment  of  tire  degradation. 
Qeadetmen  say,  you  are  injured  on  the  ocean — 
9tA  redress  there.  Why,  then,  atuck  on  the 
Lakes  and  St.  Lawrence  1  There,  too,  the  war 
will  be  olfeasiTe ;  it  will  fall  upon  the  *Mnnocent, 
haniileas  Canadians"  and  His  Majesty's  sailors, 
poor  soalfl^  who  never  did  you  harm,  except  you 
choose  to  call  by  that  harsh  epithet  the  impressmen  t 
of  your  seamen  and  murders  of  your  women  and 
ehudfca.  Let  us  test  these  professions  of  Opposi- 
tion by  ifaeir  practice.  We  ask  money  for  the 
narr.  and  even  that  is  refused — we  ask  it  for  the 
ciTil  li«t,  for  paying  the  interest  of  the  debt  them- 
sehres  assumed^  for  the  defence  of  our  seacoasts, 
ftc,  and  they  will  not  give  one  cent.  And  the 
plea  set  up  by  them  is,  ''  we  will  not  give  you 
moaey  to  carry  on  a  war  which  you  have  not 
competency  to  conduct."  I  am  ready  to  admit 
that  the  war  has  been  in  some  places  badly  con- 
doeied  ;  though  I  feel  convinced  the  disasters  and 
disappointments  are  attributable  to  the  officers 
who  bare  been  confided  in,  and  not  to  say  any 
want  of  capacity  or  foresight  in  the  head  of  the 
War  Department.  If  candor  and  justice  are 
moi%  Uian  an  empty  sound,  there  can  be  but  one 
opinioa  on  that  subject,  namely,  that  the  genius, 
and  taleats,  and  capacity  of  the  Secretarv  are  of 
tfa«  higtot  order.  But  what,  let  me  ask,  is  the 
amouot  oT  the  objection?  Nothing  more  than 
aigiiiiii^  agaiast  the  cause  by  the  effect,  against 
the  object  of  the  operations  by  the  failure  of  them. 
The  iailore  of  those  operations  has  given  rise  to 
Boeh  eloquent  sarcasm,  and  to  a  personality  I 
rarec.  I  regret  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
Yacfc,  who  manifests  so  high  a  sense  of  his  per- 
sonal honor,  and  a  determination  to  maintain  his 
rMita,  should  have  thought  fit  to  assail  the  honor 
otocbcrs.  I  am  sure  the  gentleman  in  his  cooler 
flDoaients  must  condemn  his  attack  on  General 
Smytb|  a  gentleman  whom  I  have  only  seen  at 
this  pttee  some  years  since,  whom  I  do  not  pre- 
>iBe  to  vindicate,  whose  conduct  I  too  have  not 


approved.  I  have  understood,  however,  from  an 
honoraT>!e  source,  that  Smyth  is  not  a  coward ; 
and  the  act  alluded  to,  if  evmcinff  cowardice,  im* 

Elicates  other  gentlemen  who  advised  the  course 
e  adopted,  and  surely  the  honorable  member 
will  not  say  they  too  are  cowards. 

I  will  notice  another  remark  of  the  honorable 
gentleman.  He  said  that  invading  Canada,  the 
cornfields,  wigwams,  and  hunting  erounds  of  the 
Indians,  justify  the  employment  oT  them,  to  de- 
fend their  rights  and  homes.  What,  sir,  were  they 
defended  at  Detroit,  at  Fort  Meigs^  the  River 
Raisin,  Buffalo,  &c.,  where  the  Indtan  tore  the 
scalp  from  the  bleeding  captive,  before  the  toma- 
hawk had  terminated  his  sufferings ! 

Mr.  Chairman,  here  lies  the  great  misfortune 
under  which  our  country  groans :  everything  this 
Government  does  is  condemned  in  language  of  the 
bitterest  invective.  No  considerations  of  country 
can  stay  the  wrath  of  its  opponents.  On  the  other 
hand,  every  act  the  enemy  commits  is  justified  or 
palliated.  Nothing— not  the  dying  ^oans  of  the 
aged  and  helpless,  nor  the  cries  of  violated  inno* 
cence— can  excite  their  displeasure  a^inst  the 
enemy.  The  gentleman  rrom  Virginia  (Mr. 
Sbeffet)  says  this  eenstire  is  all  right ;  it  will 
do  no  harm  to  arraign  Administration  if  its  mea- 
sures are  wise  and  proper.  Do  gentlemen  per* 
eeive  the  tendencv  of  this  argument?  It  is  cal«> 
culated  to  discredit  themselves  with  the  people^ 
when  they  are  even  right.  Having  avowed  their 
principles  of  action,  and  so  often  been  driven 
from  the  untenable  ground  they  have  occupied, 
they  will  not  be  able  to  make  the  people  listen  to 
them.  Great  Britain  teaches  us  a  valuable  lesson 
on  thb  point.  They  have  unanimously  resolved 
to  carry  on  the  war  against  us,  although  they  all 
know,  and  many  of  their  distinguished  statesmen 
have  avowed,  they  are  in  the  wrong.  While  here,^ 
every  attempt  is  made  to  degrade  the  Govern- 
ment, to  destroy  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  and 
snatch  from  the  gallant  soldier  the  meed  of  praise ; 
for  in  this  Hall,  during  this  session,  it  has  beeb 
affirmed  that  ^  necessity  and  vice  were  the  only 
stimulants  to  enlistment."  Why,  Pitt  and  Fox, 
and  Barr^,  have  done  the  same  in  England,  say  the 
gentlemen.  Sir,  I  reject  the  English  precedents 
altogether,  as  not  suited  to  a  Government  elective 
as  ours  is.  •  I  deny  the  application  of  them,  if  they 
were  admissible.  When  these  men  stood  up  as 
the  champions  of  liberty  against  the  tyranny  of 
the  Ministry,  which  our  fathers  nobly  and  sue- 
cessfuUy  resisted,  they  plead  the  cause  of  the 
American  colonies  against  usurpation.  The  fet- 
ters of  slaver V  had  been  forged  for  us ',  the  cords 
with  which  they  had  bound  us  were  drawn  tighter 
every  day.  But,  Sampson^s  hair  was  then  un- 
shorn, and,  when  he  put  forth  his  strength^ey 
fell  from  his  arms  ifke  slender  threads.  The^ 
opposed  a  wicked  invasion  of  our  rights ;  and  if 
the  same  men  were  now  living,  and  their  princi- 
ples were  not  changed,  we  should  perceive  a  sim- 
ilar opposition  to  the  subsequent  invasions.  Are 
the  causes  similar  ?  Do  we  attack  the  unques- 
tionable rights  of  England  ?  Are  we  attempting 
the  destruction  of  her  commerce  and  enslavement 
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of  her  seamen  ?  No,  sir,  we  are  defending  the 
great  rights  of  this  new,  but  wonderful  people, 
whose  high  destiny  cannot — will  not — brook  the 
lawless  encroachments  of  anv  nation.  Gentle- 
men pressing  the  example  of  England,  say,  '*  the 
Tories,  when  in  power,  were  patriots  in  opposi- 
tion ;  that  there  is  no  other  difference  among  men 
than  a  change  of  situation  produces."  I  regard 
this  as  a  precious  confession.  It  amounts  to  no 
less  than  an  admission  that  they  are  engaged  in 
m  mere  scramble  for  power  \  and  if  in  power,  they 
would  pursue  our  course.  Yes,  I  belie?e  the^ 
would.  Sir,  the  party  who  have  so  often  mani- 
fested an  extreme  sensibility  at  the  outrages  they 
witnessed,  while  in  power,  have  given  a  pledge 
to  the  nation  that  its  rights  would  not  be  pros- 
trated by  submission  to  British  encroachments. 
"  Our  arms  hare  failed,  (say  gentlemen.)  What  is 
the  cause  of  it  ?  The  tault  lies  not  at  the  door  of 
Opposition."  Yes,  sir,  I  admit  they  have  failed 
in  some  memorable  instances  \  but  I  insist  that 
the  Opposition  have  been  the  cause  of  failure. 
The  people  of  the  United  States  are  a  thinking, 
calculating  people.  They  are  accustomed  to  con- 
fide their  interests  to  men  of  their  choice,  whose 
candor  and  veracity  are  not  questioned  by  them. 
They  will  not  go  with  the  Government,  unless 
actuated  by  the  impulses  of  their  opinions.  It  is 
not  sufficient  that  the  Government  have  declared 
war ;  they,  too,  require  to  be  convinced  of  its  pro- 
priety. With  this  ffeneral  temper — and  it  is  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  characteristics  of  free  Govern- 
ment— look  to  the  means  which  have  been  pursued 
by  Opposition  ever  since  war  was  inevitable  The 
leaders  have  excited  the  people  to  distrust  us; 
''  trifles  light  as  air"  were  adduced  and  urged  as 
confirmations  strong  as  proofs  of  Holy  Writ. 
Their  favorite  presses  diffused  the  poison  far  and 
wide,  but  the  antidote  was  never  administered  by 
them  to  the  people.  I  will  venture  to  predict  that 
the  address  of  their  leaders  will  prevent  many  of 
the  people  from  ever  hearing  that  the  charges 
imputing  the  Russian  mediation  to  the  fraud  and 
trick  of  the  Administration  has  recoiled  upon  its 
authors.  As  soon  as  war  was  declared,  these  lead- 
ers entered  their  protest  against  it,  in  which  they 
said  that  we  had  no  cause  of  war,  and  impeached 
the  motives  of  the  majority  who  declared  war. 
The  clergy  of  these  gentlemen's  party  responded 
to  their  accusations  that  there  was  no  cause  of 
war,  and  that  it  was  an  immoral  and  unjust  one. 
Their  Governors  denounced  us  for  *^  fighting 
against  the  land  of  our  fathers,  and  the  bulwark 
of  our  religion."  They  all  proclaimed  that  Great 
Britain  was  fighting  the  battles  of  the  world,  and 
endeavored  to  enlist  our  sympathies  in  her  favor. 
When  we  said  to  Great  Briuin.  first  do  us  jus- 
tice before  jrou  demand  our  sympathy ;  do  not 
atuck  America  because  you  are  fighting  France ; 
the  partisans  of  England  replied,  you  are  under 
French  influence.  The  citizen  was  dissuaded 
from  entering  into  your  army :  it  was  said,  if  he 
•pilt  the  blood  of  the  enemy  in  this  war,  he  would 
become  a  murderer.  When  money  was  solicited 
OB  loans,  a  venerable  gentleman,  now  a  member 
of  this  House,  said  it  would  be  wicked  to  lend 


money ;  he  threatened,  also,  that  the  money  woul 
not  be  repaid — that  the  honor  of  the  Governmec 
did  not  require  a  repayment.  A  most  demoral 
izing  sentiment,  striking  at  the  foundation  of  fre 
Government :  its  basis  is  national  faith,  and  Li 
that  destroys  that,  dissolves  the  Government. 

I  ask.  sir,  how  stands  the  funding  system  1  W 
all  recollect  the  history  of  that  nefarious  pecuia 
tion.  The  soldier's  necessities,  in  the  poverty  c 
your  Government,  had  compelled  him  to  sell  you 
scrip  at  28.  6d.  in  the  pound.  The  speculato 
came  with  it  into  the  Congressional  Hall,  aii< 
voted  to  ^tve  himself  the  full  nominal  value 
The  discrimination  proposed,  which  secured  C* 
the  soldier  a  part  of  the  funded  debt,  and  the  res 
idue  to  the  speculator,  was  rejected,  and  he  re 
tired  to  the  haunts  of  poverty  and  wretchednes 
to  drag  out  the  remainder  or  a  miserable  life — 
rendered  miserable  by  the  injustice  of  his  couu 
try.  Yet.  with  a  knowledge  of  these  facts.  n< 
man  dared  to  propose  extinguishing  the  debt  ihut 
created,  but  by  an  honest  payment  of  it,  to  thi 
last  dollar.  Thiv  doctrine,  which  resolves  the 
faith  of  the  nation  into  the  expediency  of  the 
measure  that  authorized  the  expenditure,  was  re- 
served for  the  pretended  disciples  of  Wa8hino- 
TON,  and  its  application  to  the  payment  of  a  debl 
created  by  the  Government  in  its  struggle  tc 
maintain  the  principles  of  the  Revolution  agaiast 
the  attacks  of  the  same  enemy  who  produced  it. 

Sir,  the  sinews  of  war  are  men  and  money. 
The  Grovernment  appeals  to  the  patriotism  and 
interest  of  the  people  for  those  aids— they  stimu- 
late  enlistments.  The  last,  particularly,  operates 
upon  the  money  lenders ;  for,  if  it  were  patriot- 
ism alone  that  influenced  them,  they  would  not 
ask  any  interest,  or  at  most  six  per  cent^  which 
is  the  general  scale  of  legal  interest;  all  beyond 
that,  in  legal  acceptation,  is  usury.  And,  how 
can  you  expect  that  men  who  are  induced  by  pre- 
sent interest,  and  ultimate  security  for  the  princi- 
pal, will  lend  money,  when  the  leaders  of  Opposi- 
tion make  them  believe  that  they  are  sure  of  getting 
possession  of  the  reins  of  Government  soon,  and 
will  sponge  out  the  debt? 

These  gentlemen  say  the  people  are  against 
ou,  and  that  is  in  part  the  cause  of  your  failure. 
Vhen  we  ask  why  are  they  against  us? — thejr 
say,  you  prove  yourselves  enemies  to  commerce — 
you  carry  on  an  unjust,  ofi*ensive  war-*you  are 
unable  to  manage  a  war,  and  we  prophesied  yotir 
failure.  Mr.  Chairman,  no  prophets  are  so  true 
as  those  who  effect  their  predictions — none  are 
so  dangerous  as  those  who  endeavor  to  effect 
them ;  rather  than  be  convicted  of  false  prophesy, 
they  would  see  their  country  humbled,  its  rigbts 
invaded,  its  liberties  destroyed. 

But  how  are  the  people  against  us,  we  ask  ? 
Have  we  had  a'new  election  since  the  war,  and 
acquired  increased  majorities?  Yes,  it  is  an- 
swered, you  have— but  it  was  the  force  of  party 
that  sustained  you.  Unfortunate  minority !  the 
energies  of  party  are  always  against  you.  Ton, 
that  have  everything  to  gain  by  vigilance,  are 
sleeping  at  your  posts,  while  the  great  majority 
who  apprehend  no  danger,  alone  are  vigilant! 
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Too  might  as  well  tell  me  that  the  lamh  is  vigi- 
knt  and  the  wolf  sleepeth. 

Botwe  wish  to  destroy  commerce— and  by  the 
Coastitntion  it  cannot  be  restricted.  This  is  a 
Bcw  notion.  These  sticklers  for  the  Constttu- 
tion,  dQnng  General  Washington's  Administra- 
tion, aathorized  an  embargo;  to  be  continued,  to 
be  refoked,  and  renewed  at  his  will,  and  to  any 
extent  he  pleased ;  yet  they  deny  as  the  power 
to  pass  a  law  definite  in  its  object  and  extent. 

Great  Britain,  we  are  told,  destroyed  oar  com- 
mcree  ;  it  kindled  the  fire  of  the  Revolution :  We 
resisted  then,  and  we  have  the  spirit  and  the 
means  to  resist  now.  I  shall  not  reason  as  to  this 
threaieoed  resistance;  it  is  too  outrageous  to  be 
oppowd  by  reasoning.  Let  treason  rear  its  head, 
it  wiU  and  mast  be  put  down  though  it  have  a 
Aoasand  heads ;  and  the  very  land  where  it  is 
ezeited  to  overt  acts,  will  furnish  the  means  abun- 
iaotl^;  they  will  give  a  new  application  to  the 
&Torite  sentiment  of  its  leaders,  and  they  will 
Broctrate  the  monster,  '^peaceably  if  they  can, 
tbrcibly  if  they  mast." 

Sir,  the  threat  is  idle;  those  who  use  it  neither 
wish  or  intend  its  execution ;  the  commercial  in- 
terests, whieh  it  is  said  were  the  strong  advocates 
Ibr  the  Constitotion,  will  not  favor  it  for  the  same 
reasons  that  then  influenced  thero.  What  is  the 
course  of  trade  and  commerce  in  this  country  ? 
The  ship  owners  and  navigators  live  in  the  North 
and  Bast — I  speak  as  to  the  great  mass  of  them — 
the  bulky  products,  the  principal  exports  of  the 
coantry,  are  from  the  South  and  West,  and  these 
produets  are  carried  to  market  by  the  owners  of 
the  shipping.  Suppose,  in  a  state  of  separation, 
we  gave  England  a  monopoly  of  our  trade,  the 
transportation  of  our  produce  to  a  market,  and 
the  exelosive  supply  of  foreign  merchandise.  I 
meed  not  give  you  a  picture  of  the  distress  and 
miD  it  wonld  produce  to  them,  whilst  I  hazard 
filtle  in  saying  it  would  not  injure  us.  They 
know  this  as  well,  or  better  than  we  do ;  and  if 
patriotism  cannot  bind  them  to  the  Union,  in- 
terest will.  Is  it  pretended  that  our  efforts  in 
finror  of  free  trade  proceed  from  hostility  to  com- 
BMTce ;  and  that  the  destruction  of  it  by  Great 
Britain  before  the  Revolution  was  no  more  than 
we  practised  Cannot  gentlemen  perceive  the 
disuaetion  between  regulating  commerce  by  a 
Ibrafn  nation,  and  by  their  own  Representatives? 
If  they  cannot  they  are  fit  tools  for  despotism 
aod  anworthy  of  participating  In  the  blessings  of 
a  free  Government.  A  new  species  of  complaint 
seems  a  boat  to  be  set  up — not  that  commerce  is 
lefDlated  by  the  Congress;  but  that  men  pre- 
sume to  do  it  ''who  never  saw  a  ship  through 
the  mediam  of  the  eye."  What,  are  we  to  be 
mid  we  are  aofit  to  resist  the  usurpations  of  Kn- 
glaad  oniess  we  saw  the  vessels  igid  cargoes  of 
OUT  merchants  captured  and  confiscated?  Uannot 
we  unagtoe  the  tyranny  of  impressment  unless 
we  see  the  prisoner  in  his  dungeon  ?  Will  gen- 
demeD  take  no  part  with  their  country  against 
tke  cruelties  of  savage  warfare,  unless  they  see 
the  seaipings  and  butcheries  of  oar  women  and 
Children  ?    I  shcold  be  ashamed  of  the  argument, 


if  one  of  our  fiat  boats  carrying  a  cargo  of  flour 
to  New  Orleans  had  been  seized  by  the  Spaniards 
when  they  owned  Louisiana,  and  the  crew  sent 
to  the  mines — if  one  of  my  Western  brethren  had 
gravely  told  this  House: — Gentlemen  you  cannot 
understand  this  outrage;  it  is  idle  and  wicked 
for  you  to  think  it  an  indignity  to  the  nation; 
therefore,  it  is  improper  for  you  to  interfere  in  it, 
for  you  never  saw  a  flat  boat  through  the  medium 
of  the  eye. 

We  are  told,  sir,  that  Massachusetts  alone  could 
have  taken  Canada,  and  this  is  a  proof  that  the 
people  are  against  us.  It  is  proof  of  an  alarm- 
ing character  when  the  energies  of  Government 
are  so  far  paralyzed  that  tbe  u  nion  cannot  effect 
what  one  of  the  States  could  if  it  were  not  for 
the  Opposition.  This  say  the  gentlemen,  is  all 
right,  Virginia  did  the  same,  she  invited  the  peo- 
ple to  meet  and  resist  the 'Government  of  the 
Union.  Virginia  has  been  often  misrepresented 
on  this  subject ;  it  is  to  be  regretted,  that  the  facts 
were  not  better  understood  and  respected  in  rela- 
tion to  her  course.  When  the  Constitution  had 
been  infracted  by  the  passage  of  (he  alien  and 
sedition*  acts,  Virginia  addressed  the  States  as 
parties  to  the  compact^  inviting  their  serious  at- 
tention and  Constitutional  co-operation ;  not  to 
violate  the  Constitution,  but  to  give  efficacy  to 
the  Constitution;  not  to  resist  these  laws  by 
force  and  violence,  but  to  effect  a  Constitutional 
repeal  of  them,  either  by  changing  the  represen- 
tation in  Congress^  or  by  a  manly  remonstrance 
calculated  to  convince  the  Congress  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  their  opinions  and  produce  the  con- 
sequent adoption  of  those  opinions.  And  what 
was  the  conduct  of  the  States  except  Ken- 
tucky ?  What  was  the  language  of  the  party, 
then,  who  now  profess  a  regard  for  the  example 
of  Virginia?  They  denied  the  lawfulness  of  the 
course  taken  by  Virginia,  and  denied  it  too  not 
upon  a  question  of  expediency,  which  alone  is 
involved  by  the  act  declaring  war.  as  thc^ power 
is  not  denied,  but  a  question  embracing  a  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution.  Gentlemen  ad- 
vise us  to  desist  from  our  efforts  on  the  land,  as 
Great  Britain  cares  not  for  Canada.  Sir.  they 
are  mistaken,  as  the  force  there  and  the  allusion 
to  it  by  tbe  British  Government  serve  to  show. 
Stop,  s'ay  the  gentlemen,  your  war  on  the  land. 
Raise  an  army  to  defend  yourselves  alone — quit 
the  soil  where  you  have  the  power  to  conquer, 
and  go  to  sea  where  the  enemy's  force  is  all-pow- 
erful ;  do  all  this,  and  we  will  aid  you — after 
peace  in  one  line,  viz:  "Peace is  restored  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,''  and  we 
will  assist  you.  I  answer  the  gentlemen,  we 
cannot  adopt  your  advice  to  obtain  your  assis- 
tance in  tbe  defence  which  you  offer  in  behalf  of 
your  country.  "  Non  tali  auxilio^  nee  deftnaori- 
bus  istis  iemptts  egetP 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  now  about  to  treat  of 
peace,  and  the  inqufry  which  each  one  puts  to 
himself  is,  shall  we  have  it  ?  I  say  yes,  because 
1  sincerely  wish  it,  and  we  easily  believe  what 
we  wish.  I  say  yes,  because  we  seek  it  in  the 
spirit  of  peace  and  justice.    1  say  yes,  because  the 
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only  pretext  which  Great  Britain  had  for  refasin^ 
to  make  peace  with  us  has  been  done  away ;  and 
I  will  also  sav,  if  we  fail  to  have  peace,  the  Op- 
position will  be  the  cause.  The  hopes  of  the  Op- 
position for  the  possession  of  power,  so  ardently 
desired  by  them,  depend  on  war  alone  in  their 
opinion ;  and  although  I  will  not  despair  of  my 
country  by  admitting  that  they  can  realize  their 
hopes,  even  though  the  war  shall  continue  for 
many  years,  yet  Great  Britain  has  been  taught 
to  believe  thts  Opposition  is  a  majority  of  the 
people;  they  have  been  repeatedly  advised  to 
discriminate  between  the  people  and  the  GK^vern-^ 
ment ;  and  I  almost  fear  they  are  deluded  by  these 
pretences ;  if  so,  it  wifl  require  a  seven  years 
drubbing  to  beat  John  Bull  into  his  senses.  It 
it  satd  that  the  army  is  to  be  a  paper  operation, 
an  idle  threat,  and  Great  Britain  will  not  succumb 
to  threats ;  so  they  were  told  in  the  Revolution ; 
all  then  they  said  was  mere  threat,  and  they  must 
fight  us  into  submission.  I  differ  with  gentlemen 
as  to  the  true  policy  of  a  nation  at  war  whose 
views  are  sincerely  pacific;  while  it  offers  the 
olive  branch  in  one  hand,  it  should  grasp  the 
•word  in  the  other— not  to  threaten,  for  true  cour- 
age disdains  to  utter  a  threat,  but  to  show  to  the 
enemy  that  it  is  not  impelled  by  pusillanimity 
and  fear,  to  ask  for  the  blessings  of  peace.  Sluch 
a  nation  can  make  a  concession  if  it  please  with- 
out ini'riiging  its  honor;  like  a  brave  man  who 
extracts  praise  from  his  cuiversnry  by  his  actions, 
which  if  adopted  by  a  coward  would  cover  him 
with  contempt.  If  we  fail  in  the  peace  mission, 
and  the  dispute  must  be  settled  by  the  sword 
alone,  we  shall  be  prepared  for  the  worst,  and, 
learnin|[  wisdom  from  the  past,  we  shall  be  form- 
idable indeed  for  the  future;  then  *Me£  Greek 
meet  Greek,"  and  in  the  mighty  tug  of  war,  the 
conquered  will  preserve  his  honor.  Our  war 
measures  are  dictated  by  the  spirit  of  peace;  we 
will  go  on  in  the  career  of  peace,  and  if  it  be  de- 
nied to  justice,  it  will  be  yielded  to  force;  we 
will  figlit  for  it,  notwithstapdiDg  gentlemen  refuse 
their  co-operation.  The  plea  of  some  is,  that  the 
Government  have  no  capacity  to  conduct  the 
war;  by  others,  that  they  have  not  and  cannot 
procure  the  means  of  conducting  it.  These  ar- 
guments are  at  variance  with  each  other.  When 
the/  wish  to  prove  the  incapacity  of  Administra- 
tion, they  cay  the  means  within  their  control  have 
been  adequate,  and  misapplied.  When  they  ar- 
raign theoi  for  extravagance,  they  tell  you  the 
force  was  inconsiderable.  I  have  made  inquiries 
concerning  the  number  of  men  in  the  military 
service  for  the  first  year,  with  a  view  to  correct  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Sbeffet)  as  to  the  enormous  cost  of  the  Army 
per  man — and  I  find  that  we  had 

In  February,  1813, 18,000  regulars  1  average. 
In  December,  32,000     do.      )     25,000 

12  months  men,  an  average  of      -    -    6,000 
Militia  in  that  year,  average  -       -    -  30,000 

Total  men,       -       .    -  61,000 
Making  the  expenditure  about  $300  each  man, 


instead  of  $1000,  as  by  the  computation  of  the 
gentleman. 

We  are  informed  however  by  him  that   ten 
millions  of  dollars  are  due  for  Army  expenses, 
and  the  gentleman   pledges  himself  there  are  at 
least  five  millions  due,  because,  as  he  says,  the 
claims  were  deferred  at  the  War  Office   from 
month  to  month,  in  consequence  of  a  rule  that 
liinited  the  expenditure  in  each  month  to  one 
million  and  an  half;  and  hence,  in  the  scramble 
for  the  money,  many  claims  were  postponed  for 
no  other  cause  than  a  want  of  funds,  and  are  yet 
unpaid.    Therefore,  the  gentleman  says  he  has  a 
ri^ht  to  insist  that  the  expenditure  of  this  year 
will  double  the  appropriation.    Sir,  I  deny  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  in  toto ;  and  I  feel 
authorized  to  assert  that  no  legal  claim,  properly 
authenticated,  has  been  presented  without  being 
paid ;  besides  this,  advances  have  been  made  for 
the  recruiting  service,  and  for  the  duartermas- 
ter's  department.     The  gentleman    seemed  to 
tbink  it  due  to  himself  to  specify  some  case,  and 
he  refers  to  the  claim  of  Virginia,  which  he  says 
is  an  equitable  claim  upon  the  Government.    I 
concur  in  the  opinion  as  to  the  character  of  the 
claim  of  our  State.    It  is  equitable  beyond  doubt, 
and  the  admission  of  the  gentleman  that  it  is  not 
a  legal  one  is  fatal  to  his  argument,  because  Con- 
gress must  provide  for  it  belore  the  War  Depart- 
ment can  apply  the  law.    Gentlemen  are  not 
content  with  refusing  to  us  the  means  of  attempt- 
ing to  get  money ;  they  deny  our  capacity  even 
if  the  means  are  afibrded.    They  say  the  pablic 
land  and  improved  lands  of  the  couniryafibrd  no 
basis  for  the  capacity  of  borrowing.    The  capa- 
city to  borrow  depends  first  upon  the  wealth  of 
the  nation,  and  secondiv  upon  the  ability  of  the 
money-holders.    The  nrst  affords  a  security  to 
the  lender  for  the  ultimate  payment  of  his  money; 
and  the  second,  the  means  of  borrowing.    The 
second  depends  too  essentially  upon  the  first  for 
its  existence,  for  the  wealth  of  individuals  in- 
creases the  wealth  of  the  nation.    The  public 
land,  tberefore,  ma^  be  fairly  resorted  to  as  afford- 
ing this  security,  if  it  were  not  ample  besides. 
And  the  improved  land  of  the  country  is  the  sub- 
stantial representative  of  the  floating  capital,  as 
well  as  the  solid  wealth  of  the  community. 

The  gentleman  says  we  have  resorted  to  op- 
pressive measures  to  create  a  capacity  to  leoa; 
we  have  compelled  the  merchanu  to  abandon 
commerce  that  we  may  have  the  use  of  their 
money ;  that  the  farmers  are  told,  because  they 
cannot  lend,  of  the  value  and  importance  of  en- 
gaging in  manufactories;  and  the  merchants,  oe- 
cause  they  can  lend,  that  manufactories  will  be 
a  losing  business  for  them.  Sir,  the  argument  of 
my  honorable  friend  (Mr.  Eppeb)  has  not  been 
fairly  treated.  He  said  nothing  like  this.  Speak- 
ing of  the  abilitv  of  the  communitv  to  lend,  he 
remarked,  that  the  merchants  woula  invest  their 
inactive  capital  in  the  funds,  in  order  that  when 
commerce  was  freed  from  the  impositions  of 
decrees  and  Orders  in  Council,  the  merchants 
would  be  enabled  to  withdraw  the  capital  thus 
invested,  and  employ  it  in  its  accustomed  chan- 
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lel;  i\M  thef  could  not,  with  equal  facilitjr, 
change  its  destioation  from  objeeu  of  roanufac- 
toring  employmeDtf  for  the  reasons  he  then  gare, 
aod  theT  were  certainlf  coDcIusi?e.  My  mend 
said  iMHiiiBg  of  the  profits,  bat  the  ioTesiiture 
mecely.  As  to  the  character  of  our  measures,  if 
it  heeppresaioa  to  prevent  a  treaspbable  int'er- 
eoufse  vlth  the  enemy,  or  improvident  shipments 
of  property,  which  he  will  necessarily  obtain,  and 
vUeh  will  materially  strengthen  him  to  annoy 
OS.  I  admit  the  justice  of  the  charge.  I  shall  say 
■othing  of  the  motive  ascribed  by  the  gentleman. 
He  says  Greit  Britain  will  get  your  stock  to  the 
amount  of  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  fifty 
BaiUioii,  and  this  should  be  avoided.  If  the  pre- 
dicMo  were  to  be  verified,  I  answer  a^eed.  I 
hmft  no  objection ;  it  will  be  a  lien  on  their  friend- 
ski^  aod  will  induce  the  wealthy  men  of  the  na- 
IJOB  to  desire  a  state  of  peace,  and  therefore  to 
^ve  jostlee  done  to  us.  The  gentleman  denies 
that  such  lending  by  British  subjects  will  add  to 
earcapiul.  The  argument  he  uses  is  a  strange 
oae  ■  the  position  he  assumed  is  not  less  so.  The 
capital  of  the  nation  is  cash,  if  you  please ;  and 
we  want  an  hundred  millions,  which  the  British 
kad  us,  and  receive  our  paper.  Is  not  the  capital 
iacrcased  oae  hundred  millions?  No,  says  the 
featUman,  no  money  will  be  sent.  How  then,  I 
ask,  can  they  buy  our  stock,  unless  the  balance  of 
trade  be  against  us  to  that  amount  ?  If  the  bal- 
ance of  true  be  against  us  we  must  pav  that  bal- 
aaee  io  specie,  and  it  will  be  immaterial  whether 
we  send  the  dollars  or  the  stock ;  so  that  it  will 
add  eventually  to  the  amount  of  our  capital  by 
retaining  the  money  if  about  to  go  abroad,  or  by 
getting  money  if  no  remittances  shall  become 
necessary.  It  will  draw  out,  says  the  gentleman, 
six  or  nine  millions  annually;  this  is  admitted; 
hoi  whenever  an  individual  finds  it  necessary  for 
the  purposes  of  improving  his  estate  to  borrow 
■MMiey,  be  will  add  greatly  to  its  value,  although 
be  must  paj  interest  on  the  money  he  receives. 
Mr.  ChairmaiK  gentlemen  take  great  umbrage 
at  the  charge  of  "factious  opposition"  to  Gov- 
erament ;  even  when  found  opposing  the  wisest 
measures,  which  depend  for  their  support  on  pub- 
lic opinioB,  aod  are  maintained  upon  ground  sus- 
ceptible of  demonstration ;  and  they  tell  us  the 
wajoiity  are  a  faction.  Sir,  the  true  definition 
of  teetion  is  not  the  spirit  of  the  head  but  its 
mtmbcii — a  real  majority  cannot  be  a  faction ; 
li^K  may  be,  by  possibility,  an  accidental  pre- 
poadenace  of  a  minority  for  a  season,  and  if  so, 
It  ia  proprrly  speaking  a  faction ;  but  if  we  look 
ID  the  examples  of  the  wisest  nations  of  antiquity, 
we  fintf  oo  ittstances  of  an  actual  majority  com- 
Uaiag  or  effecting  the  destruction  of  the  country, 
wfaleb  was  always  the  tendency  and  result  of 
feetioo.  Greece,  for  example,  under  its  head  was 
ifvcastible.  Bat  the  factions  began  to  operate  on 
tbe  members  of  the  Confederacy ;  jealousies,  in- 
testine commotions,  grew  out  of  their  intrigues, 
and  tbe  States  were  stimulated  by  Philip  to  civil 
war;  and  what  the  power  of  Xerxes  could  not 
effect  by  bis  armies  when  Greece  was  united, 
was  produced  by  a  factious  spirit  in  tbe  States, 


beneath  which  the  grandeur  and  glory  of  the  Re- 
public fell.  The  example  of  Greece  is  fully  in 
our  view,  and  the  same  cause,  the  spirit  of  fac- 
tion in  the  members,  if  it  triumph  over  the  patri- 
otism of  the  people,  will  assuredly  precipitate  us 
into  similar  destruction.  For  the  safety  of  my 
country  and  the  last  hopes  of  liberty  on  earth,  I 
pray  that  this  great  national  calamity  may  be  for- 
ever averted. 

Mr.  Jacxson  was  followed  by  Mr.  Shipberd, 
of  New  York,  who  occupied  the  floor  till  the  usual 
hour  of  adjournment,  without  concluding  his 
speech  in  reply. 


FRinAY,  February  18. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jenhinos,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency uf  so  amending  the  act  entitled  ^An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served 
in  the  late  campaign  on  the  Wabash,"  as  to  make 
provision,  by  Jaw,  for  compensating  those  indi- 
viduals whose  horses  died  or  were  rendered  use- 
less in  conseouence  of  wounds,  received  in  the 
battle  on  the  Wabash,  or  whose  property  was  de* 
stroyed  in  conformity  to  the  orders  of  the  Com* 
mander-in-Chief. 

Mr.  RicBAROsoN,  of  Massachusetts,  laid  upon 
the  table  the  following  resolution : 

Re9oktdt  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affioia  be 
directed  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  the  appointment  of  Admirals  in  the  Navy  oif 
the  United  States. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  tbe  Committee  of  Elections  on  Mr. 
Kelly's  petition,  contesting  the  election  of  T. 
K.  Harris,  a  member  from  Tennessee ;  whicbi 
after  some  discussion,  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kek* 
N SOY,  of  North  Carolina,  again  ordered  to  lie  oa 
the  table. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

Tbe  House  again  went  into  a  Committea  of 
the  Whole,  oo  the  Loan  bill. 

Mr.  Shipbbro,  of  New  York,  concluded  hie 
speech  against  the  Administration  and  its  mea- 
sures ;  the  whole  of  which  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  If  my  honorable  friend  frona 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Hanson,)  as  he  observed,  felt  the 
usk  too  great  to  follow  the  gentlemen,  who  had 
so  fully  and  so  ably  discussed  the  soli^ot  before 
the  Committee,  I  trust  and  hope  that  a  recollec- 
tion of  what  has  transpired  since,  as  well  as  ba- 
fore  he  made  the  remark,  will  be  asuffici^t  apol- 
ogy in  the  mind  of  the  Committee,  if  the  argu- 
ment should  droop  in  my  possession.  If,  sir,  a 
genius  that  irradiates  and  embellishes  whatever 
It  touches,  approached  the  great  and  momentoas 
question  with  awe,  surely  you  will  readily  pro- 
nounce a  lenient  judgment  upon  the  exertions  of 
the  humble  intellect,  that  engages  in  this  contest 
with  fearful  emotioi^ ;  that  from  no  passion  to  de- 
claim, no  vanity  of  public  show  enters  the  list, 
but  from  a  deep  sense,  a  solemn  conviction,  that 
tbe  bill  en  your  table  is  a  measure  replete  with 
ruinous  tendencies  to  the  best  interests  of  this 
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oliee  happy  nattoD.  Tes,  sir,  a  sense  of  doty  has 
eoDstrained  me  to  take  the  floor,  and,  in  the  Ian* 
gnage  of  ezpostolation,  to  raise  my  warning  voice 
mgainst  a  measure  calculated  to  produce  eriis  the 
most  dread/ul.  Urged  by  considerations  so  se- 
rious and  imperative,  I  cannot  be  silent;  and  al- 
though I  may  e ive  offence,  which  is  not  intended, 
perplex  and  aelay,  which  is  not  my  obiect,  I  shall 
invite,  indeed  claim,  your  attention  while  the  op- 
portunity is  permitted,  of  contending  for  my  coun- 
try's interest,  and  pleading  her  cause. 

With  these  fedings,  I  must  be  excused  if  I  pro- 
ceed, notwithstanding  the  danger  of  giving  of- 
fence to  the  advocates  of  this  bill.  And,  sir,  be- 
fore your  attention  is  called  to  the  question  im- 
mediately under  consideration,  I  shall  ask  per- 
mission to  notice  a  few  remarks,  made  on  the 
Army  bill,  by  a  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  MuRFRBE,)  whom  1  very  much  respect  for 
his  talents  and  integrity,  and  who  in  debate  ob- 
served, if  my  doctrine  was  correct,  and  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth  should  ail  adopt  it,  there  would 
"be  no  more  wars ;  and  because  there  would  not 
be,  inferred  that  I  must  be  incorrect ;  and  the 
strong  emphasis  used  by  that  gentleman  evinced 
the  triumph  he  felt  in  a  supposed  victory  over  his 
antagonist,  who  had  advanced  opinions  against 
usages  on  which  depended  the  salvation  of  this 
country.    Sir,  the  consequences  drawn  from  my 

S remises  are  admitted  to  be  correct.  There  would 
e  no  more  wars,  if  all  nations  adopted  what  has 
been  stated  by  me  as  the  only  true  doctrine. 

And  what  then?  Then,  sir.  there  would  be 
peace!  Dreadful  dilemma  !  What  an  unpardon- 
able heretic  the  man  must  be,  that  shall  venture 
to  maintain  an  argument  in  favor  of  principles, 
which  are  not  only  consistent  with  the  precepts 
of  the  Christian  religion,  but,  if  adopted,  would 
put  an  end  to  human  butchery,  and  destroy  the 
military  profession  altogether  I  I  was  not  insen- 
sible of  the  risk  which  was  run,  in  making  the 
remarks  that  provoked  the  argument  mentioned. 
It  was  expected  that  my  observations  would  draw 
upon  me  the  sneer  and  scoff  of  the  sceptic,  and 
perhaps  the  censure  of  men  who  maintain  that 
wars  are  salutary,  and  tend  to  improve  the  con- 
dition of  man,  but  it  was  not  expected  the  honor- 
able gentleman  would  have  produced  such  an 
argument  as  he  did. 

Sir,  I  do  most  religiously  believe  the  time  is 
not  far  distant,  when  the  clarion  of  war  will  give 
place  to  the  voice  of  peace,  and  the  arms  of  the 
warrior  will  form  the  ploughshare  and  pruning- 
faook  of  the  husbandman ;  when  the  nations  of 
the  earth  shall  become  brethren,  and  be  linked  in 
the  chain  of  affection.  Is  there  a  gentleman  in 
this  House  that  could  regret  the  approach  of  the 
happy  time?  Is  there  a  benevolent  heart  in  GKnI's 
universe  but  would  throb  with  joy.  if  the  dawn 
of  that  propitious  day  was  beginning  to  bless  our 
world  ?  Thus  much  for  the  argument  of  the  hon 
orable  gentleman;  and  now^Mr.  Chairman,  you 
shall  have  my  reasons  against  the  bill  on  your 
table. 

My  opposition  to  that  bill  does  not  consist 
wholly  in  the  idea,  that  it  is  avowed  to  be  a  war 


measure ;  but  there  are  extrinsic  objects  which 
present  themselves  in  formidable  shapes,  and 
which,  I  am  of  opinion,  ought  to  prevent  its  pas- 
sage. 

First  By  crowding  the  market  in  such  rapid 
succession  with  loans — large  loans — you  cheapea 
the  credit  of  your  Government,  and  too  obvious- 
ly exhibit  your  poverty  and  dependence,  and  there- 
by produce  a  result  much  to  be  dreaded.  The 
public  stock  will  depreciate  until  the  credit  of  the 
Qovernment  is  ruined.  I  am  much  mistaken,  if 
this  mortifying  circumstance  is  not  already  in  be- 
ing, in  some  small  degree,  and  which  has  arisen 
from  the  publicity  of  that  bill. 

While  loans  do  not  exceed  the  means  of  Gov- 
ernment, stock,  even  at  five  and  six  per  cent.,  ia 
good  properly,  and  is  subscribed  for  with  avidity  ; 
but  whenever  it  shall  overleap  the  resources  of 
the  nation  so  much,  that  payment  even  of  the  in- 
terest becomes  precarious,  it  is  bad  property  even 
at  twenty-five  per  cent. 

Sir,  no  nation  ought  ever  to  borrow  money  be- 
yond that  sum,  for  the  interest  of  which  at  least 
It  can  pledge  a  fund  as  security  to  the  holder  of 
the  scrip,  and  out  of  which  it  will  certainly  be 
paid.  By  so  doing  your  monev  is  obtained  at  a 
low  interest.  These  pledges  of  public  faith  are 
too  much  like  your  iife-and-sac red-honor  pledges; 
they  afford  no  security  to  those  who  may  wish  or 
be  interested  in  the  performance,  and  on  the  whole 
are  poor  stuff;  but  if  you  ask  for  no  more  than  can 
be  secured,  your  stock  goes  into  the  hands  of  sub- 
stantial capitalists  at  a  fair  price,  and  your  credit 
is  kept  good.  But,  sir,  go  on  in  this  way  a  little 
longer,  with  your  laws  to  borrow,  and  the  good 
faith  of  Government  the  only  pledge,  and  men  of 
capital  will  keep  aloof  from  your  paper;  and  if  it 
sells  at  all  it  will  go  into  the  hands  of  that  class 
of  citizens  who  are  ever  ready  to  risk,  not  their 
capital,  having  none,  but  their  personal  responsi- 
bility, by  buying  in,  below  whatever  is  hoped  may 
rise  to  par.    Can  ffentlemen  feel  willing  that  the 

Eublic  paper  shall  be  bandied  about  through  the 
ands  of  unprincipled  men,  whose  touch  con- 
taminates, blights,  and  withers?  The  bonus  to 
be  given  for  this  loan  is  not  limited;  it  is  left  to 
the  discretion  of  your  agent.  He  may  sell  your 
stock  at  a  discount,  which,  of  itself,  would  be 
proof  of  bankruptcy.  There  cannot  be  but  one 
consequence  of  such  improvidence — the  ruin  of 
your  credit;  and  if  gentlemen  expect  to  continue 
the  war,  and  satisfy  its  exigencies,  by  tempting 
the  cupiditjr  of  Jews  or  note-shaving  speculators, 
by  giving  eiffht,  ten,  and  perhaps  fifteen  percent, 
interest,  or  if  they  expect  to  borrow  of  those  who 
borrow  of  the  banks  to  lend  them — borrow  allow 
to  lend  on  high  interest — they  must  also  expect 
that  t^eir  war  will  be  short;  and,  short  as  it  may 
be,  longer  than  the  resources  which  are  to  supply 
it  with  means.  And  if  any  one  expects  a  favor- 
able result,  he  must  feed  his  imagination  on 
dreams  that  will  never  be  realized. 

Say  what  you  will,  sir,  of  thesoondness  of  public 
fakh  and  honesty,  let  the  public  be  deprived  of  the 
means  of  paying,  and  how  will  their  creditors  be 
satisfied?    They  will  not  take  their  pay  in  pub- 
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Ik  fuih.  Hdnemtjr,  however  falnable  with  meens, 
U  of  DO  importaaee  to  the  creditor  witboot. 
Ifosef  lenders  ynah  "  to  touch  soraethiog  solid*'' 
Qifetheoi  a  guarantee,  aod  yoB  sa?e  the  boaas^ 
yoQ  ttve  foor  credit;  you  save  every  way. 

Bhoald  thia  bill  pass,  »r,  and  your  stock  not  be 
paretoed  at  aU,  uie  public  credit  wooJd  sufifer 
etticflttly— the  stock  of  the  otber  loans  will  sink) 
to  iJkt  rain  of  the  owners.  Well,  sir,  is  th«re  no 
tefer  oCMch  an  event;  or  do  ^ntlemea  flatter 
thenaelves that thef  can  goon  forever  borrowing 
aoBeVy  without  a  cent  to  pay  it — without  any 
fond  trom  whence  it  can  hereafter  be  drawn  ? 
If  ihey  do  they  must  be  disappointed ;  high  inter- 
est BUHt  lose  iu  inflnence  where  there  is  ^reat 
dauer  that  neither  Uiat  or  the  principal  will  be 
Bsii  There  is  another  evil  mach  to  be  draaded 
malheae  loans,  battoined  on  public  faith.  If 
they  ara  taken  up  they  endanger  the  baaks ;  this 
dfcet  has  already  been  produced  with  those  from 
whieh  theaunwy  for  the  former  loans  was  drawn  ; 
&tr«st  exetied  vigilance,  and  hence  the  specie 
of  liie  Unioa  was  suddenly  put  in  motion.  Let 
oaa  bankof  extensive  badness  fail,  and  the  whole 
moseyed  world  wonld  tremble  like  an  earthquake. 

li  is  said  we  can  pay  the  interest  of  our  loan?, 
and  the  principal  may  lie  unpaid  for  a  long  time. 
B]f  what  meaas,  sir,  is  this  interest  to  be  paid  ? 
loor  eomaierce,  from  whence  you  derived  a 
priaeefy  revenue,  is  no  more.  With  your  wars, 
Boa-mtereoursea,  non-imoortations,  and  embar* 
^De%  foa  have  dried  op  the  abundant  sources  of 
lacooie.  It  is  true,  notwithstanding  the  silly,  un- 
aaftaral,  aad  rainoas  experiments  which  have 
been  sada  with  the  commerce  of  the  Uaioo,  by 
the  vi^er  of  its  Constitution,  by  the  abundant 
•ueogiii  it  had  aequired  under  Federal  nurture, 
iMidBgh  smitten  and  wounded,  it  suU  was  eoa- 
Ued  io  feed  the  mouth  that  traduced,  and  fill  the 
ka«i  that  smate  it.  The  last  bold  and  deadly 
bbwiMsended  its  ^istenee;  all  hopes  of  reve^ 
aae  from  thb  once  productive  source  must  be 
ihaadoaed;  our  last  suicidal  aet  bas  accomplished 
the  great  objeet— -not  of  starving  the  enemy,  biH 
o(  impoverishing  ourselves. 

fcigland,  aaf  gentlemen^  borrows  money,  and 
m  their  credit  is  not  impaired.  Yes,  itir,  Bng- 
bad  borrows  money  without  jeopardizing  her 
ciediiv  aad,  if  we  would  team  wisdom  by  exam- 
ple, we  mighit  do  the  same.  Too  proud  to  copy, 
w»  pfcfw  a  new  policy,  alihough  engendered  in 
mooo-saMttaa  brains,  tg  the  old,  whieh  experience 
baa  eooeccnted.  Bagland  cherishes  her  com- 
acree^  and,  in  tima  of  war,  so  far  from  abandon- 
ing, abe  doubles  her  patronage,  convoys  her  ves* 
seC  to  the  mest  distant  climes,  bestows  every 
sisiante,  and,  as  a  remaoeratSon,  the 
mtal  cofiers  are  filled  with  money.  We 
might  have  done  the  same,  and  we,  too,  should 
be  wnply  todeauiified.  But  no,  we  will  only 
UDiiate  Bagkuid  in  her  worst  examples— exam- 
plea  of  foUy^and  instead  of  adopting  those  which 
voold  have  a  beneficial  eff.'Ct,  in  order  to  make 
all  of  a  piece,  we  must  have  all  wraog. 

Will  gentleaaen  ventufe  a  intern  of  taxation, 
ate  with  the  Qpastaody  accruing 
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claims  for  interest  and  instalments  of  their  nu- 
merous and  large  debts?  Sir.  the  |ieople  will 
not  submit  to  the  unusual  and  oppressive  burdene 
which  taxation,  equal  to  the  object,  would  im- 
pose. They  will  seek  in  vain  for  a  cordial  com- 
pliance with  such  heavy  rH|uisitions,  in  the  pat- 
riotism and  loyalty  of  its  ctiixens.  Such  expeO' 
tations  from  a  free  people,  long  exempted  from 
burdens,  must  arise  in  a  mhtiaken  opinion,  that 
the  patriotic  spirit  which  animates  the  body  pol- 
itic IS  superhuman.  I  do  not  mean  to  doubt  either 
the  patriotism  or  loyalty  of  my  countrymen  in  a 
reasonable  degree^  but  I  beseech  gentlemen  not 
to  calculate  for  too  much. 

Love  of  country  must  and  will  depend  upon 
the  reci|Mrocation  of  benefits  by  the  rulers  of  the 
coantr^r*  Do  well  by  vour  citizens,  if  you  intend 
to  obtain  a  prompt  and  efi*ectual  support.  Prove, 
sir,  by  your  measares,  a  stoeere  desire  to  nerpe^ 
tuate  the  blessings  of  liberty,  and  protect  the  in- 
terest of  your  country,  and  you  will  then  find  in 
the  affectionate  liberality  of  the  people  mean^  to 
answer  all  the  exigencies  of  Qovernment.  You 
may  for  a  while  delude  them,  and  by  your  slight 
of  hand,  your  legerdemain^  impose  upon  the  un^ 
derstaedin^  of  the  majority,  bat  the  moment 
yuur  trick  is  dii$corered.  you  must  be  treated  like 
other  impostors,  with  their  execration,  if  you  ven^^ 
tare  to  deceive  them. 

Let  us  now,  sir,  suppose  our  means  to  seciire 
the  payment  of  all  these  loans  were  ample,  and 
thereby  our  credit  was  at  par;  where  can  be  the 
policy  of  loading,  not  only  the  present  but  unbora 
generations  with  debt?*   If  we  profess  so  much 

ftatriotism,  let  us  evince  it  by  our  practice,  act 
ike  wise  and  prudent  pditiciaos,  sacredly  regard 
the  high  trusts  the  people  have  placed  in  our 
hands  for  themselves  and  their  posterity.  Let  us 
beware  we  do  not  attach  to  our  memories  the 
curses  of  those  who  are  to  follow  ue.  The  bene^ 
ful  effecu  of  these  indiscreet  acts  may  be  felt  for 
centuries,  and  honesty  and  common  philanthropy 
forbid  experiments  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of 
the  future  men  of  the  uoion.  Sir,  we  are  l^odly 
adfoottished  to  hesitate  and  reflect  well  before  we 
plunge  down  the  precipice.  As  we  value  and 
wouid  cheriiih  the  umoo  of  the  States,  cling  to 
the  Constitution,  and  preserve  the  country  fi'om 
revolution  and  civil  innr,  it  behooves  tM  to  avoid 
loading  the  nation  with  debt.  The  example  ot 
Great  Britain  would  be  dangerous  to  follow  In 
this  respect ;  the  different  nature  of  her  GKivern* 
ment  renders  those  examples  hazardous  to  be 
pursued.  The  unity  of  her  Government,  its  con- 
solidated streogtbf  enables  her  to  bear  vastly  more 
than  this  nation  will  ever  consent  to  stand  under  | 
divided  into  separate  States,  any  four  or  five  of 
whieh  might  form  a  (General  Government,  only 
load  the  people,  until  they  stagger  with  the  weight, 
and  they  will  throw  off  their  harden  and  seek 
their  emancipation,  by  cutting  the  bands  whieh, 
though  once  pleasant,  will  then  be  thought  intol- 
erable. And,  sir,  the  debt  will  be  more  odious 
when  the  inducements  to  create  it  are  remember* 
ed.  It  requires  but  common  sagacity  to  perceive, 
that  when  the  factious  neeessity  of  loans  ana 
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taxes  shall  be  discovered,  the  enthasiasm  of  the 
moment  shall  retire,  sober  reflection  resome  the 
stand,  that  it  will  be  known  with  what  prodigal- 
ity the  money  of  the  nation  has  been  lavished, 
and  how  causelessly  it  has  been  involved  in  debt. 
The  people  must  sooner  or  later  learn  that  the 
surplus  fruits  of  severe  labor  will  be  required 
gradually  to  diminish  that  debt.  An  elevated 
sense  of  justice  and  moral  obligation  alone  will 
then  induce  them  to  drudge  on  through  life,  de- 
prived of  the  comforts,  luxuries,  and  elegancies, 
to  cancel  the  obligations  of  follv,  and  redeem  the 
pledges  of  profligacy,  made  in  the  delirium  of  re- 
sentment, and  goaded  on  by  the  thirst  of  revenue, 
for  injuries  which  existed  more  in  the  heat  of  dis- 
tempered fancy  than  in  reality ;  more  especially 
as  it  will  be  known  on  what  disadvantageous 
terms  the  debt  has  been  contracted.  Certainly, 
sir,  if  we  dispassionately  examine  this  subject,  we 
shall  and  ought  to  fear  that  the  people,  rather 
than  be  doomed,  with  their  descendants,  to  pav 
wiiat  was  at  least  indiscreetly  contracted,  will 
barter  their  Union  for  a  release  in  full,  and  aban- 
don their  creditors,  obligations,  allegiance,  and 
Union,  by  one  bold  sKoke. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  all  that  has  been  said  is  un- 
substantial, yet  there  is  another  around  which 
certainly  is  tenable;  and  althougli  the  reasons 
which  may  be  offered  shall  fail  to  convince  the 
advocates  of  the  bill  of  their  error,  they  will  at 
least  leave  the  consoling  impression  on  my  mind 
that  tl\ey  ought  to  convince ;  and,  therefore,  I 
have  discharged  my  duty  in  offering  them  to  the 
Committee.  • 

This  money,  if  borrowed,  is  to  be  api)ropriated 
to  the  further  prosecution  of  an  unjust,  impolitic, 
and  unhallowed  war;  if,  therefore,  I  had  no  other 
objection,  I  could  not  vote  for  the  bill  consistent 
with  my  feelings ;  and  I  design  to  vote  for  no 
measure  which  is  avowed  an  auxiliary  (o  the  war. 

Mr.  Chairman,  possessing  the  feelings  and  views 
of  this  subject  that  I  do,  I  need  not  examine  the 
causes  of  the  war.  On  a  former  occasion,  I  at- 
tempted to  prove  that  no  cause  could  justify  an 
offensive  war;  be  the  cause,  therefore,  what  it 
ma]r,  I  will  not  lend  my  aid  to  continue  its  prose- 
cution. I  shall  only  here  remark,  that  the  prin- 
cipal cause  alleged  ceased  directlv  after  the  war 
was  declared ;  when  the  news  arrived,  the  people 
flattered  themselves  with  deceptive  hopes,  that 
the  Administration,  being  governed  by  the  prin- 
ciples that  generally  actuate  public  men.  would 
have  put  an  end  to  hostilities  oefore  mucn  blood 
was  sned.  But  as  one  cause  is  taken  away,  ano- 
ther, which  was  esteemed  of  far  less  consequence, 
is  made  to  possess  vast  importance.  The  im- 
pressment of  seamen  is  now,  as  has  been  almost 
frooa  the  beginning,  the  ostensible  cause  of  hos- 
tilities. Here,  sir,  I  wish  to  be  understood  as  say- 
ing, that  in  every  instance  where  our  native  sea- 
men have  been  impressed,  I  join  the  minority  in 
pronouncing  the  deed  execrable,  and  the  perpe- 
trators or  abettors  deserving  of  severe  punish- 
ment. And  as  much  as  any  man,  I  iee\  the 
strongest  indignation  towards  men  so  lost  to  a 
sense  of  humanity  and  common  justice.    I  hare 


before  said,  and  now  say,  if  the  evil  exists,  the 
(Government  have  been  remiss  in  omitting  to  pro- 
vide a  sufficient  maritime  force  to  convoy  oar 
vessels,  and  resist  the  aggressions.  However,  let 
it  be  remembered  that  the  British  Oovemment 
pretend  to  no  such  right;  they  justify  no  such 
conduct  in  the  subjects  of  the  King;  and  if  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  are  accurately  under* 
stood,  the  war  is  continued  for  no  such  caase. 
The  bone  of  contention  is  the  claim  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy,  to  take  from  merchant  neutral  ves- 
sels, in  time  of  war,  their  own  subjects,  whether 
naturalized  in  a  neutral  countrv  or  not. 

For  those  seamen  are  we  nghtinff,  and  I  aai 
happy,  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  to  have  the  au- 
thority pf  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Jackson)  to  assert,  that  few  indeed  must 
be  the  number  which  has  cost  us  much  calamitir, 
much  suffering.  That  gentleman  frankly  ad- 
mitted that  few  seamen  were  naturalized  in  this 
country;  the  nature  of  the  case  proves  the  cor* 
rectness  of  the  statement  of  the  gentleman.  For- 
eigners must  reside  in  our  counuy  five  years  be- 
fore they  can  become  citizens,  and  seamen  mre 
not  in  the  habit  of  residing  on  shore.  We  ought 
to  presume  that  but  few  are  naturalized,  and  still 
fewer,  of  course,  are  impressed. 

This  consideration  most  indubitably  proves, 
that  if  the  error  was  truth,  that  we  are  bound  to 

{irotect  such  citizens  on  the  ocean  as  well  as  bjr 
and,  and  avenge  the  invasion  of  their  rights ;  that 
but  very  few  of  that  description  of  seamen  have 
been  impressed.  Admitting,  however,  that  the 
number  was  much  greater,  the  question  then  oc- 
curs, are  we  under  any  obligation  to  protect  them, 
when  their  allegiance  to  us  ceases  beyond  our 
jurisdictional  line?  Protection  and  allegiance  go 
band  in  hand,  and  who  will  pretend  that  a  sailor 
on  the  ocean,  or  in  a  foreiffu  port,  owes  allegiance 
to  our  Government?  Whoever  does,  pretends 
without  reason.  The  right  to  emigrate  is  warmly 
contended  over  the  way.  If  a  subject  of  a  foreign 
prince  has  a  good  right  to  emigrate  from  his  na- 
tive country,  a  fortiori,  he  hiu  a  good  right  to 
emigrate  from  his  adopted.  If  he  can  come  here 
and  be  naturalized,  and  temporarily  at  least  lay 
aside  his  native  allegiance,  no  one  can  with  reason 
deny  his  right  to  ^o  back  and  resome  it.  If  so, 
what  becomes  of  this  more  than  native  allegiance? 
Sir,  the  position  contended  for  by  our  Adminia- 
tration  will  not  bear  the  touch  of  reason  or  arga- 
ment.  I  understand  the  laws  of  nations  to  inter* 
diet  expatriation;  and  although  a  subject  may 
emigrate,  he  nevertheless  is  n^der  obligation  in 
time  of  war^  if  required,  to  return  to  the  country 
that  gave  him  birth.  This  is  a  right  claimed  by 
all  civilized  nations,  and  probabljr  not  disputed, 
until  it  was  found  to  be  a  convenient  subject  of 
controversy  with  Great  Britain. 

Sir,  I  shall  leave  the  further  discussion  of  this 
question  to  other  gentlemen,  or  to  another  sub- 
ject, and  shall  only  say,  it  appears  very  foolish 
to  contend  for  a  principle,  which,  if  we  could  now 
compel  our  enemy  to  acknowledge,  would  be 
planting  the  seed  of  perpetual  wars  between  as 
and  the  commercial  nations  of  Europe,   and 
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in  odMr  respects,  be  sadly  against  oar 
ioterest  as  a  Bavigating  nation.  But  the  Euro- 
pean nations  will  nerer  be  floeged  into  a  belief 
tlut  we  are  right ;  they  know  their  own  interests 
t0O  wdi  to  yield  to  onr  demands ;  we  must,  there- 
fore, etther  abandon  this  Bxecutive  phantom  or 
doom  oar  coaatry  to  ererlasting  hostilities.  No- 
thkg  ean  diseover  a  more  deranged  state  of  the 
jmUic  miad  than  to  see  natire  American  blood 
flowing,  to  defeat  the  legitimate  claims  of  a  So7- 
aretjgn  to  his  subject^  and  to  maintain  principles 
which  I  sbooid  much  regret  to  see  settled  as  a 
part  of  national  law. 

If  eor  adopted  citizens  stay  within  our  territo- 
ry, it  ia  admitted  we  are  bound  to  protect  them, 
mU,  by  the  act  of  naturalization,  they  are  entitled 
fo  participate  in  all  the  blessings  of  our  free  Gov- 
ernment; bat  if  they  will  risk  themselves  on  the 
aeeao,  where  all  nations  have  an  equal  common 
light,  they  must,  and  ought  to  expect,  to  take 
care  for  ail  consequences,  whatever  they  may  be. 
If  we  are  to  protect  them  there,  the  naturaliza- 
tinn  law  will  be  a  sore  thing  to  us.  Rivers  of 
nadre  blood,  and  millions  of  wealth  must  be 
wasted  to  protect  a  few  score  of  men,  whose  ser- 
vieea  ean  be  hot  of  little  value  to  our  country — 
men  who,  for  a  better  price,  would  abandon  us 
oa  the  first  fiair  occasion.  It  cannot  be  denied, 
that  a  vast  portion  of  the  foreign  seamen  have 
ohcained  protections  as  native  Americans,  by  the 
perjury  of  their  companions,  and  for  such  men 
oor  countrv  and  its  citizens  must  be  devoted — 
iaiiiiolated«* 

Now,  sir,  let  us  inquire  who  are  the  men  that 
mott  loadly  complain  for  the  violation  of  "  sail- 
on'  r^hts  and  free  trade."  Merchants?  No. 
Thott  concerned  in  navigation,  the  only  employ- 
en  of  sailors?  No;  but  men  who  rarely  ever 
saw  a  ship  or  sailor.  These  men,  who  have  not, 
■or  ever  will  have  any  concern  with  foreign  com- 
aeice  or  navigation,  not  only  feel  the  most  ag- 
grieved  by  the  impressments,  but,  strange  to  tell, 
t^  seem  to  know  much  more  about  the  number 
wad  ciicamstanees  of  the  impressed,  than  the  very 
jien  who  own  the  ships  and  employ  the  hands, 
md  we  are  considered  guilty  of  a  barbarous  in- 
ciediility  if  we  doubt  the  testimony  of  those  gen- 
ilnoen,  when  opposed  to  the  evidence  of  men  who 
eaafloy  the  sailors,  and  who  live  in  the  great 
coaaoMfcial  cities  of  the  Union. 

QcatloBea  from  the  interior  possess  amazing 
t^ndecaess^they  profess  to  feel  a  melting  sym- 
ptatby  for  their  safari ngs,  and  burn  with  indigna- 
tion to  avenge  their  wrongs,  while  the  North  and 
Bas^  who  employ  nine-tenths  of  the  sailors  of 
the  Unioo^  are  so  hard  they  cannot  feel  for,  and 
to  blind  they  cannot  perceive  those  mighty 
wrongs  and  agonies  so  pathetically  described  on 
the  other  aide,  of  the  suffering  sailors  kidnapped 
by  the  vnreleating  Britons.  There  is  good  reason 
why  they  neither  feel  nor  see.  The  evils  com- 
piaiaed  of  exist  chiefly  in  the  distempered  imagi- 
aatioa  of  party  zealots,  are  seen  with  jaundiced 
eyes — hence,  men  with  good  sight  and  cool  heads 
ate  not  beset  with  these  phantoms. 
.Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  pointed  out  the  men 


who  are  fighting  for  ''free  trade  and  sailora* 
rights,"  titd  I  have  shown  you  the  men  whom 
gentlemen  charge  as  being  the  enemies  of  both. 
Who  are  the  former  ?  Men  who  have  no  imme- 
diate interest  in  the  subject  of  controversy.  Who 
are  the  latter?  Men  who  have  acquired  the 
support  of  ^themselves,  their  very  subsistence, 
their  wealth,  by  ships  and  by  sailors.  The  for- 
mer must  have  no  experimental  knowledge — the 
latter  perfectly  acquainted  with  every  minutia. 

The  very  sailors,  sir,  for  whose  grievances  yov 
continue  the  war,  I  venture  to  say,  have  been, 
and  still  are,  opposed  to  your  policy.  They,  like 
other  men,  must  regard  their  interests,  so  far  as 
to  value  the  services  from  whence  they  obtain  a 
subsistence.  They  can  have  no  greater  faney 
for  a  system  of  starvation  than  other  men.  It  is 
true,  in  profession,  you  are  securing  to  them  im- 
portant rights ;  but  in  practice,  you  are  annihila- 
ting the  occupation  for  which  tbey  are  only  fit- 
ted ;  you  have  "  taken  away  that  on  which  they 
live ;"  you  have  robbed  them  of  their  bread.  Be- 
fore the  war  was  declared,  before  any  of  those 
abominable  restrictions  which  have  maimed, 
crippled,  and  annihilated  our  navigation,  were 
fastened  upon  it,  the  sailors  whose  interests  lie 
so  near  the  hearts  of  the  majority,  notwithstand- 
ing the  dangers  of  impressment,  )iad  not  the 
least  inclination  to  atMnndon  the  ocean ;  the  high 
wages  allowed  them  all  the  support,  all  the  af- 
fluence, the  heart  of  a  sailor  desires— food,  clothes, 
grog,  and  tobacco.  How  is  it  now, sir?  in  re- 
dressing their  wronss,  you  have  destroyed  their 
rights.  They  have  been,  and  still  are,  compelled 
to  pine  in  want  on  your  shores,  live  on  charity, 
or  seek  that  em|>loyment  and  subsistence,  which 
their  country  has  denied  them,  in  the  vessels  of 
the  enemy ;  yes,  sir,  thousands  of  the  very  men 
whose  supposed  injuries  have  produced  such 
calamities  to  this  nation,  have  sought  emi^oy- 
ment  from  the  nation  whose  barbarity,  as  pre<* 
tended,  fills  the  sailor's  heart  with  terror  and 
dismay. 

You  will  perceive,  sir,  the  effect  of  your  offi- 
cious benevolence  to  the  American  tars,  yoo. 
must  perceive  the  melancholy  fruits  of  your 
overweening  fondness  to  intermeddle  with  a  con- 
cern you  neither  understood  or  regarded.  There 
is  no  fiction  here ;  the  facts  are  true. 

Can  you,  then,  sir,  wish  any  stronger  evidence 
of  the  impolicy  of  your  measures,  than  to  tee 
the  foundation  of  your  resentments  pronounced— 
practically  pronounced — fictitious ;  the  merchant 
struggling,  notwithstanding  restrictions,  to  gain 
the  element  where  the  Government  pronounced 
his  interests  in  jeopardy,  and  preferring  the  risk 
to  the  safety  you  tender  him  1  The  sailor,  whose 
cause  it  is  said  we  are  fighting,  seeking  protec- 
tion, employment,  and  support  from  his  despoiler? 

Sir,  who  can  be  so  blind  as  to  believe  your 
professions  sincere  ?  that  you  have  laid  your  re- 
strictions upon  commerce  from  a  friendship  to 
that  commerce ;  that  you  have  declared  war  from 
a  sincere  desire  to  benefit  the  sailor,  or  the  em- 
ployment by  which  he  lives  ?  Experimenu  are 
not  green ;  gentlemen  must  have  learned  the 
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baneful  effects  of  their  policy  Ions  before  the  war 
was  declared,  and  the  opinions  of  men  who  best 
know,  and  are  most  interested,  in  giving  correct 
information. 

It  is  a  truth,  sir,  no  one  can  contradict,  that 
the  party  in  power  have  ever  been  the  foes  of 
commerce,  navigation,  and  all  their  appendages. 
From  Mr.  Jefferson  down,  the  benefit  of  aban- 
doning the  ocean  has  been  constantly  urged. 
Lon^  have  they  contended  that  our  true  policy 
consisted  in  leaving  altogether  the  carrying  even 
of  our  own  productions  to  the  carriers  of  Europe, 
and  become  terrapins.  Indeed  the  object  was 
entertained  with  so  much  fondness  by  the  late 
President,  that  in  the  raptures  of  prophetic  vis- 
ion, his  strong  passion  burst  forth  while  descri- 
bing the  glorious  day  '^  when  the  planter  and 
manufacturer  should  be  sealed  side  by  side." 
And<,  sir,  this  pleasing  mania  is  by  'no  means 
confined  to  that  great  inventor  of  modern  hydro- 
phobia. The  last  Message  of  the  President  to 
this  House  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  after 
recounting  the  splendid  victories  and  splendid 
failures  of  the  last  campaign,  congratulates  us 
upon  one  glorious  advantage  gained  by  the  war, 
that  the  people  have  been  driven  from  commerce 
to  manufactories ;  that  our  losses  and  di^asters 
are  overbalanced  by  this  acquisition.  This,  al- 
though not  a'literal  quotation  from  the  Message, 
is  its  only  obvious  meaning. 

An  honorable  colleague  of  mine  (Mr.  -Tay- 
lob)  some  time  since  availed  himself  of  this 
text,  when  speaking  of  the  army  bill,  and  deliv- 
ered us  a  comment  upon  it  to  enforce  the  truth 
of  the  President's  statement.  I  need  not  multi- 
ply proof  that  the  party  in  pow^r,  from  the  be- 
ginning, have  been  the  acknowledged  foe  of 
commerce  and  navigation.  What  blind  infatu- 
atioUf  then,  must  bewilder  the  mind  that  can 
believe  this  war  was  declared  to  maintain  "Sail- 
ors' rights  and  free  trade  ?'' 

To  rebut  the  proofs  of  the  impolicy  of  Demo- 
cratic measures  derived  from  the  opinion  and 
practice  of  merchants,  it  is  said  there  are  no 
patriots,  but,  their  affection  fixed  on  their  money- 
making  business,  their  hearts  and  feelings  are 
not  warmed  with  the  generous  patriotic  glow, 
aad  therefore  their  testimony  is  not  to  be  relied 
on.  Well,  sir,  if  this  was  really  true;  if  patriot- 
ism is  a  plant  of  such  rare  growth  that  it  cannot 
flourish  but  near  the  heat  of  a  tropical  sun,  or 
far  removed  from  the  blighting  sea  breeze;  if 
our  merchants  of  the  North  do  not  possess  this 
inland,  sun-burned  patriotism,  yet  they  have  some 
regard  to  their  interests,  and  from  those  interests 
we  are  to  expect  a  correct  statement.  If  meas- 
ures are  to  be  adopted  for  their  benefit,  nothing 
can  be  more  fit  or  natural  than  that  they  who 
best  know  their  interest?,  and  who  will  declare 
the  truth  to  promote  them,  should  be  consulted, 
and  their  advice  adopted.  Learn  their  interest, 
•ad  you  learn  the  interest  of  the  sailor  and  of 
urigation.  Who,  then,  sir,  but  perceives  the 
coon  ting-house  to  be  the  most  authentic  source 
of  iDformation.  To  that  ought  the  Legislature 
when  about  to  enact  laws  on  this  subject  to  re- 


sort, and  from  thence  obtain  the  fruits  of  expe- 
rience, opinions  founded  on  practice,  and  lay 
aside  the  visionary  theories  that  haunt  the  braios 
of  political  innovators. 

Much  as  gentlemen  may  boast  of  their  loYe 
of  the  sailors' and  merchants'  rights;  much  as 
they  contend  for  "  free  trade,"  the  whole  have 
suffered  more  loss  and  privation  from  those  laws, 
enacted  professedly  to  protect  their  interest,  than 
they  would  have  done  for  half  a  century  from 
the  British,  adopting  the  periods  of  the  greatest 
spoliations  as  the  data  of  calculation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall  vote  against  this  bill  for 
another  reason.  It  must  be  unsafe  to  intrust  io 
the  bands  of  men  who  have  exercised  their  pow« 
ers  with  the  most  palpable  partiality  towards 
the  two  great  belligerents ;  whether  this  has 
been  done  with  good  or  ill  intentions,  need  not 
now  be  determined.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  if  so 
is  the  fact.  To  be  sure  I  have  formed  an  opin- 
ion, but  the  argument  requires  not  that  it  should 
be  expressed. 

When  the  war  was  declared,  the  wrongs  for 
which  we  are  fighting  England  exihted  unre- 
dressed against  1«  ranee,  in  a  much  greater  or 
more  aggravated  degree.  Their  decrees,  which 
had  made  such  merciless  havoc  among  our  ves- 
sels and  sailors,  it  is  true,  were  repealed,  but  no 
atonement,  no  reparation,  had  been  offered  or  ob- 
tained for  the  injuries  they  had  produced.  If 
war  was  necessary  against  England,  why  in  the 
name  of  justice  was  France  exempted  from  the 
vengeance  of  our  injured,  despoiled,  and  insulted 
people  ? 

Need  I  mention  the  decrees,  by  the  authoritf 
of  which  our  property  was  confiscated,  because 
the  vessel  had  been  spoken  with  by  the  British? 
Need  I  mention  that  unprecedented  outrage  of 
all  principle  and  right,  a  decree  made  with  aa 
ex  post  facto  sweep,  so  a«  to  catch  in  the  infernal 
net  of  confiscation  a  large  American  fleet,  in  the 
ports  of  France,  of  immense  value?  Ne^  I  mea- 
tion  the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  burning  of 
our  vessels,  imprisoning  and  starving  their  crews, 
by  the  French  ?  Need  I  mention  the  insultiog* 
letters  of  the  Due  de  Cadore^  a  Thirnau^  and 
others?  Need  I  mention  the  shameful  conceal- 
ment of  the  repealing  decree,  until  it  was  well 
known  in  France,  that  we  really  designed  to  de- 
clare war  against  Great  Britain  ?  The^e  are  all 
old  and  weliknowu  truths,  but  they  are  no  lens 
applicable  or  authentic  on  account  of  age  or 
publicity.  They  still  exist  as  truths,  and  tbejr 
still  speak  a  language  which  cannot  be  misooder- 
stood.  From  all  these  facts,  sir,  an  inference  re- 
sults as  certain,  as  conclusive,  as  the  demonstra- 
tion of  mathematics.  It  is  in  vain  to  attenapt 
giving  any  other  construction  to  such  promi- 
nent, indubitable  transactions.  Conviction  flashes 
from  them  to  the  unprejudiced  mind,  and  ibef 
speak  a  language  too  loud  not  to  be  heard,  too 
plain  not  to  be  understood ;  sophistry  and  quib* 
ble  lose  their  wonted  efficacy  when  opposed  to 
demonstaaiion  so  perspicuous,  so  cogent. 

It  must  create  some  surprise  that  gentleroeo 
can  acknowledge,  (aad  many  if  not  ail  of  them 
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do  acknowledge  the  existence  of  these  outrages,) 
and  yet  argue  or  pretend  that  the  conduct  of 
Gorernmeni  has  been  fair  and  impartial. 

If  England  had  realty  been  guilty  of  all  the 
eriines  itnpoted  to  her,  it  is  too  evident  to  be  de- 
nied, that  France  was  iocomparably  more  guilty. 
I  challenge  gentlemen  to  show  an  instance  of 
British  m»ression  to  be  compared,  in  turpitude, 
with  the  French  buminors  and  confiscations ;  or, 
insalt  in  tbe  whole  Bntish  diplomacy,  for  un- 
I>la8hing  impadence,  to  be  compared  with  the 
letters  of  Champagny,  Cadore,   and  Turreau. 
Why,  then,  I  again  ask.  should  we  discriminate  ? 
There  was  no  josttfiable  cause.    With  France 
^e  ktd  a  treaty,  which  was  violated ;  with  Eng- 
iud,  none. 

If  the  €k>Termnent  honestly  believed  it  was 
|ood  policy  to  spare  France  .and  fight  England, 
why  has  France  been  spared  on  paper  ?  We  have 
too  many  samples  of  the  ability  or  the  Adminis- 
tration to  scold,  to  believe  its  silence  in  relation 
to  the  numerous  and  continued  injuries  and  in- 
justice she  had  done  us,  originated  in  any  want 
of  capacity  to  complain,  and  denounce  with  skill. 
Yet  it  is  a  fact  that  these  enormities  and  insufier- 
mble  outrages  have  passed  in  complacent  silence, 
save  now  and  then  a  gentle  murmur  breathed  in 
auppliant  tone,  by  our  Ministers  to  his  Imperial 
Majesty,  or  now  and  then  a  sentence  from  the 
palace  to  this  House. 

It  is  a  troth  degrading  and  disgraceful  to  the 
American  Gorernment  and  nation,  that  tbe  same 
Mes5ages  which  have  been  replete  with  anathe- 
mas  against  England,  have  contained  but  a  sio- 

fle  short  five-line  paragraph,  and  that  ^  soft  as 
he  kindest  note  of  love'' against  France :  '^That 
afae  had  not  in  every  respect  behaved  quite  as 
she  ought  to.  but  all  would  be  arranged  agreea- 
bly to  our  mutual  wishes,  and  shoriTy  the  two 
nations  would  be  on  the  best  terms  of  amity." 
Or  that  **  the  Emperor  had  gone  to  his  wars,  and 
of  course  no  opportunity  had  yet  ofiered  to  settle 
the  Kttle  difference  between  us."  This  is  the 
kind  of  complaint,  Mr.t^hairman,  that  for  many 
years  past  has  been  made  against  a  nation  from 
whom  we  were  enduring  every  wrong  which  it 
had  power  to  perpetrate. 

But,  if  possible,  let  us  suppose  all  this  had  been 
Aone  by  our  Gbvernment  from  the  best  of  mo- 
tives. It  will  not  be  denied  that  the  declaration 
of  war  against  England  was  calculated,  if  not 
intended  to  aid  France  in  the  great  career  of 
Qoirersal  dominion.  The  nations  of  Europe  had 
bowed  to  the  monster,  wore  his  chains,  or  were 
(aseioated  by  his  spells.  The  ^*  fast-anchored 
isle,"  alone  faithful  to  her  own  aud  the  libertres 
of  the  world,  was  the;i,  as  appeared  to  human 
sight,  *'tbe  world's  last  hope."  And  the  declara- 
^on  of  war  must  necessarily  tend  to  take  away 
that.  « 

it  could  not  escape  the  perceptions  of  the 
mdvocates  of  the  war,  that  if  we  were  capable 
of  weakening  England,  we  should  strengthen 
Fmnce.  Every  blow  we  eave  her  was  a  blow 
ID  promote  the  slavery  of  the  world.  It  in  real- 
ity, sir,  was  forming  an  alliance  with  the  French 


Emperor.  We  were  doing  all  he  asked.  Only 
fight  his  battles,  and  he  would  consent  that  we 
should  inre  a  name  to  the  relation  in  which  we 
stood.  The  practical  effect,  and  not  the  name, 
was  important  in  the  mind  of  the  tyrant.  This 
objection,  if  alone,  was  sufficient  to  prevent  m 
declaration  of  war  against  a  nation  who  had 
stood  single-handed  the  shield  of  mankind ;  and 
at  that  time  the  power  and  attitude  of  Bonaparte 
threatened  subjugation  to  the  civilized  world. 
The  British  fleet  seemed  the  only  barrier  to 
check  his  progress  in  his  ambitious  and  sangui- 
narv  career  to  a  despotism  of  the  globe.  For  it 
will  be  remembered  that  then  the  Emperor  Al- 
exander had  not  hunted  him  from  the  regions  of 
snow ;  had  not  chased  him  with  scorpion  whip, 
in  disgrace  and  dismay,  back  to  his  country^ 
No,  sir,  he  had  not;  but  if  he  had,  confident  I 
am,  that  this  war  would  not  have  been  declared. 

I  am  sorry  to  say,  sir,  that  I  do  believe,  not 
only  too  friendly  an  intimacy  with  the  Emperor 
Napoleon^  but  a  too  severe  resentment  against 
Great  Britain,  contributed  to  the  unhappy  state 
of  our  country.  I  do  fear,  sir,  that  this  war 
owed  its  existence  more  to  the  inveterate  ill  will 
of  the  Qovernment  to  the  enemy,  than  any  sense 
of  wrong  which  we  have  sufferer],  or  dispositioa 
to  obtain  justice  for  this  injured  nation.  The 
conduct  ol  tbe  ruling  party,  their  language  ia 
and  out  of  office,  has  ever  bespoken  the  most  ir- 
reconcilable  hatred  towards  that  nation. 

I  need  not  produce  cases  where  the  unfriendiv 
feeling  of  the  Qovernment  have  been  manifested. 
For  since  the  party  came  into  power,  the  Execu- 
tive acts  of  the  Government,  the  decMites  in  the 
Legislature,  and  the  laws  ot  the  Union,  have 
kept  time  with  the  malevolent  notes  of  his  Iia- 
perial  and  Royal  Majesty.  Every  attempt  at 
negotiation  has  been  but  an  attempt  to  convince 
England  how  detestable  she  appeared  in  the  eve 
of  the  American  Government.  I  need,  f^ir,  only 
refer  you  to  the  palace  messages,  to  debates  oa 
this  floor,  to  the  State  papers  in  your  Library, 
for  evidence  enough  to  conquer  scepticism,  and 
prove  what  riveted  detestation  of  the  English 
nation  occupied  the  heart  of  the  Government. 

The  British  Minister,  Mr.  Jackson,  was  immo- 
lated to  Executive  prejudice  before  he  reached 
our  shores.  He  was  insulted  afterwards,  and  driveu 
from  his  diplomatic  station  with  absolute  rude- 
ness. 

The  same  Cabinet,  which  but  just  before  could 
tamely  crouch  under  a  load  of  insult  from  the 
French  Minister,  became  of  a  sudden  electrified 
with  resentment  of  a  very  furious  kind  at  some 
little  insult  of  Mr.  Jackson,  who  was  then  ac- 
cused of  misplacing  his  words,  notwithstanding 
the  difficulty  was  so  trifling,  that  the  critic's  eye 
has  since  sought,  but  sought  in  vain,  to  diaoover 
it. 

The  Henry  scheme  was  another  instance,  not 
only  of  ridiculous  pusillanimity,  but  evincing  the 
avidity  which  the  Cabinet  entertained  to  seize 
at  every  circumstance  that  could  be  used  as  an 
occasion  of  crimination  against  the  British. 

Although  this  miserable  project,  which  could 
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not  spring  from  a  sane  miod,  failed  to  excite  any 
feelings  wit  contempt  for  the  projector,  it  no  less 
proves  how  much  prejudice  may  derange  a  mind 
which  once  had  some  pretensions  to  knowled|;e, 
and  the  incorrigible  nature  of  that  Jiatred  which 
shall  induce  a  man  to  attempt  the  destruction  of 
a  gigantic  antagonist  with  straws. 

So  open  and  boisterous  has  been  the  resent- 
ment of  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  that  no  one 
could  doubt  the  design  of  the  Government  ulti- 
mately to  have  a  rupture  with  the  British.  And 
one  gentleman,  in  tne  warmth  of  his  malevolent 
zeal,  invoked  "  the  red  arlillery  of  Heaven."  For 
what  use?  "  To  unmoor  the  fast-anchored  isle." 
Pious  wish.  To  engulph  in  the  ocean  a  whole 
nation— for  what?  Because  they  were  British 
subjects.  There  was  no  other  cause.  And,  sir, 
permit  me  to  say,  the  gentleman  but  echoed  the 
language  and  bespoke  the  feelings  of  the  ruling 
men  of  our  country.  Such  is  the  deadly  hatred 
that  rankles  in  their  bosoms,  they  would  impi- 
ously court  the  weapons  of  Omnipotence  to 
gratify  their  vengeance.  And,  wb^,  sir,  all  this 
hatred  against  England?  A  nation  who  has 
done  more  to  enlighten  mankind,  to  encourage 
the  arts  and  sciences,  and  disseminate  the  knowl*- 
edge  of  the  Christian  religion  than  all  the  world 
besides.  By  the  pious  enterprise  of  those  people 
^<  the  solitary  places  have  been  made  glad,  and 
the  wilderness  to  blossom  like  the  rose."  The 
ambassadors  of  the  Redeemer  have  been  encour- 
aged and  supported  by  the  English  missionary 
societies  to  carry  the  Qospel  among  the  wor- 
shippers of  Brahma. 

Is  it,  sir,  nothing  to  us  that  we  descended  from 
them,  speak  their  language,  have  adopted  their 
relieibn,  from  them  drawn  our  maxims  of  juris- 
prudence ?  Is  it  nothing  to  us  that  their  Govern- 
ment secures  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  and  the 
uprightness  and  talents  of  their  courts  of  judica- 
ture, his  rights  ?  Is  the  similaritv  of  manners, 
customs,  and  pursuits  adopted  nere,  to  those 
adopted  there,  nothing  to  the  American  people  ? 
The  Constitution  we  all  unite  in  commending, 
most  evidently  was  drawn  in  imitation  of  the 
British. 

With  all  these  inducements  to  a  good  under- 
standing^ and  with  the  adoption  of  the  amazinjg 
value  of  British  commerce  to  us,  strange  as  it 
may  seem,  they  are  the  last  nation  on  earth  whom 
we  should  favor,  and  the  first  in  the  implacable 
hatred  of  our  Government. 

England  has  her  faults--jrreat  faults — for  them 
I  am  not  her  apologist.  When  criminal,  I  would 
neither  excuse  or  conceal  her  crime.  But,  sir, 
the  honest  mind  which  wouIB  condemn  her  vices 
will  commend  her  virtues ;  and  although  now  an 
enemy,  we  owe  her  justice— to  withhold  it,  ar- 
gues a  degenerate  soof. 

For  these  remarks  I  may  be  represented  by 
some  lurking  fiend  of  a  "  Tyro"  as  a  British  par- 
tisan, but  whether  so  or  not,  1  shall  be  bold  to 
declare  the  truth.  Thank  God.  the  taste  or  feel- 
ings of  the  majority  cannot  by  law  govern  mine, 
mnd  1  am  left  free  to  judge  for  myself;  and  while 
I  riudl  not  seek  to  give  offence,  I  shall  by  no 


means  stint  the  truth,  lest  men  who  profess  to 
believe  no  man  a  patriot  unless  he  hates  and  de- 
tests Great  Britain  should  be  offended. 

I  fear,  sir,  the  hatred  of  England  and  attach- 
ment to  France  originated  from  one  cause — ia 
the  vile  principles  of  a  Voltaire  and  Godwin, 
and  the  wnole  illuminated  fraternity.  Principles 
which  have  been  wasting  the  nations  of  Europe, 
since  the  French  Revolution,  and  which  have 
too  long  trampled  over  the  virtues  and  piety, 
and  consequently  the  happiness  of  the  Americaa 
people. 

It  is  avowed  by  gentlemen  over  the  way  that 
a  conquest  of  the  Canadas  is  one  inducement  for 
continuing  the  war.  On  a  former  occasion,  sir^ 
I  had  the  honor  to  address  this  Committee,  in  op- 
position to  any  further  attempts  to  accomplini 
any  object  attended  with  so  much  peril.  Permit 
me  now  to  say  if  you  had  the  Cfanadas,  if  we 
could  show  ourselves  capable  of  conquering  this 
people^  I  fear  we  should  pay  too  dear  for  a  tri- 
fling object  at  best. 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  iMGBa- 
6oll)  observed,  that  Canada  must  be  conquered 
for  the  glory  of  the  achievement.  Sir,  there  can 
be  no  glory  if  you  do  the  deed.  Does  the  gen- 
tleman pant  for  such  cheap  glory  ?  A  nation  or 
eight  millions,  and  the  descendants  of  men  who- 
in  a  mighty  and  truly  glorious  struggle,  bearded 
the  British  Lion  in  person,  and  wrested  from  his- 
paws  our  infant  Independence,  and  hunted  him 
foiled  and  dismayed  from  our  shores !  To  deserve 
fame,  we  must  do  more  than  conquer  the  Cans- 
das,  the  whole  population  of  which  is  less  than  a 
sixteenth  of  our  number.  If,  sir,  the  gentleman 
wishes  to  ennoble  his  country  by  great  militarr 
achievements,  and  spread  a  lustre  over  this  epoch 
of  her  history,  why  not  march  at  once  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Lion's  den,  clench  him  by  the  mane^ 
and  drag  him  forth  to  slaughter?  If  he  can  do- 
this,  and  fame  is  worth  fighting  for,  the  end  would 
then  be  attained. 

Only  invade  the  island  of  Great  Britain,  march 
through  the  country,  and  compel  the  kingdom  to 
submit  to  your  superior  strength,  and  our  nation 
then  will  make  a  figure  in  the  history  of  battles.. 

[Here,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  reported  progress  and  obtained  leave 
to  sit  again,  and  the  House  adjourned.  The  next 
morning  Mr.  Shiphero  proceeded.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  with  much  pleasure  I  pay  the 
tribute  of  thanks  to  the  Committee  for  their  vote 
yesterday,  to  rise  at  a  time  when  I  was  exhausted. 
By  so  doing,  they  have  afforded  me  the  opporta- 
nity  of  pursuing  my  remarks:  refreshed  and  in- 
vigorated. Particularly  would  I  express  my  grat- 
itude to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia^ 
(Mr.  Nelson,)  for  the  motion  to  rise;  perceiving 
my  strength  much  impaired  by  fatigue,  he  de- 
clared himself  governed  by  this  motive,  to  give 
me  time  for  ^ny  farther  remarb  I  shoula  wish  to 
make.  Sir,  this  motion  and  the  motive  which 
induced  it,  was  truly  honorable.  It  was  what 
might  be  expected  trom  that  gentleman,  whose 
magnanimous  mind  disdains  a  mean  advantage- 
over  an  antagonist.    He  therefore  acted  like  him- 
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9clC    It  is  the  degenerate  soal  that  would  steal  a 
Tietary ;  the  noble  raifid  wins  it. 

Yesterday,  si  r^  when  the  Committee  rote.  I 
vas  olwerviBg,  if  national  glory  was  the  object,  it 
was  not  to  be  obtained  in  the  conquest  of  Cana- 
da. Permit  me  now  to  obserre,  sir,  if  a  wish  to 
eompel  Gkeat  Britain  to  give  up  her  claims  of 
imfHessment,  is  is  most  probably  the  design  of  the 
Gorernment,  the  conquest  of  Canada  would  be 
cqoally  futile ;  for  you  would  be  no  nearer  the 
eoBsviDmauon  of  your  wishes  than  jovl  are  now. 
Sir,  Qreat  Britain  is  not  conquered  if  the  Cana- 
das  fall,  sad  yoo  hare  done  nothing  even  then, 
towards  conquering  of  her. 

A  nation  omnipotent — for  a  gentleman  on  my 
left  ih>m  Louisiana  (Mr.  Robinson)  really  de- 
clared that  she  possessed  the  most  of  the  West 
,bdia  islands-^n  alliance  with  nearly  all  the  con- 
dnent  of  Sorope;  pursuing  with  her  allies  the 
most  qilendid  yictories  the  world  has  ever  wit- 
Bessed ;  with  her  fortj  millions  of  black  iohabit- 
ants  in  the  East  Indies,  and  a  thousand  armed 
ships  upon  the  ocean ;  will  not  submit  as  oon- 
qoeied,  if  we  should  obtain  possession  of  the  Can- 
Idas.  This  powerful  nation,  who  holds  the  desti- 
nies of  Borope  and  the  trident  of  Neptune  in  her 
hands,  who  at  no  period  of  her  history  ever  had 
the  €aaae,  the  power,  or  the  friends,  as  at  this 
tkae,  w^  not  Rive  up  an  iota  of  her  pretensions, 
beeaose  t  tpecK  of  her  dominions^  may  be  for  a 
drae  wrested  from  hen  If  all  Europe  combined 
eonld  not  make  her  yield,  what  ridiculous  expec* 
tatioBs  must  we  entertain  if  we,  for  a  moment, 
flaUer  ourselves  that  she  will  now  yield  to  us  that 
trident  of  the  ocean,  when  all  Europe  are  her 
fHeods?  Before  she  would  do  so,  sir,  she  would 
meet  you  on  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  with 
a  mbtfled  army  of  Sepoys  from  the  East  Indies, 
withme  subsidized  Tartar,  Cossack,  and  Musco- 
vite; the  Swede  and  the  Prussian  ;  the  Spaniard 
aaMl  Portoffuese;  the  African  from  his  native 
coast  and  the  West  Indies. 

Fnnee.  with  whom  she  has  been  long  contend- 
ing,  and  tor  which  contest  her  armies  nave  been 
necessary,  is  now  driven  within  her  ancient  lim- 
•  kL,  Spam  and  Portugal  are  emancipated.  They 
have  broken  the  tyrant's  chains  and  are  again 
free. 

B^kmd  can  now  send  her  armies  to  Canada, 
and  were  the  two  provinces  in  our  possession, 
they  would  compel  us  to  surrender  them,  or  we 
meet  wage  perpetual  war. 

8n^  do  eentlemen  believe  that  that  proud  na- 
Cioii  weald  consent  to  make  peace  while  Canada 
was  in  ear  hands  by  conquest  ?  Is  it  thus  they 
have  learned  the  British  spirit  ?  Let  gentlemen 
look  into  their  own  hearts  before  they  lorm  a  de- 
ftadiiwe  opinion  on  this  subject,  and  then  deter- 
mine if  we  were  invaded  and  a  State  taken  from 
ai,  whether  we  would  make  peace,  until  it  was 
either  regained  by  force  or  restored  by  consent  ? 

Bat  other  mouves  induce  gentlemen  to  wish 
for  the  Canadas.  The  Indians,  say  they,  are  per- 
peCnally  annoying  our  frontier,  and  if  we  bad 
tkom  this  great  evil  might  be  remedied.  Sir,  do 
*    ten  believe,  that  the  extending  our  juris- 


diction over  that  country,  would  Ume  the  spirit 
of  the  savage,  and  make  him  contented  to  culti- 
vate the  arts  of  peace  ?  I  fully  believe  that  those 
children  of  nature  will  continue  fond  of  war,  un^- 
til  their  minds  are  enlightened  by  science,  their 
hearts  softened  by«>religion,  their  conditions  me- 
liorated by  the  improvement  of  arts.  It  is  idle 
to  believe,  that  in  tneir  obedience  to  law,  you  will 
.find  security  for  their  peaceable  behaviour,  even  if 
you  had  the  country  where  they  live.  Depend 
upon  it,  sir,  while  the  savage  spirit  remains,  they 
will  have  war;  and  if  two  contiguous  tribes wiu 
go  to  war  with  each  other,  there  can  be  no  safety 
or  security  to  us,  in  extending  our  jurisdiction 
over  the  wilderness  they  inhabit.  Do  gentlemen 
discover  what  should  prevent  their  retaliation  of 
injuries  upon  our  people,  who  may  reside  nearer 
among  them  ?  Injuries  will  ever  be  offered  them 
by  the  whites ;  that  has  been  the  case  perpetually, 
since  the  first  settlement  of  this  country  by  Eu- 
ropeans. They  either  have  been  unjustly  treated, 
or  they  suppose  they  have,  and  whether  one  or 
the  otherj  will  equally  tempt  them  to  unsheathe 
the  scalping  knife.  . 

Reveuffe  is  a  law  with  them,  and  they  will  ever 
seek  this  Kind  of  redress  for  injuries^and  this  is 
not  confined  to  themselves,  but  is  handed  down*— 
the  son  fights  tp  avenge  the  blood  of  his  father,  or 
the  grandson  his  grandfather,  or  the  descendant 
his  ancestor.  Think  you  then,  sir,  if  we  had  this 
vast  wilderness,  the  residenae  of  the  numerous 
tri}^  which  are  now  formidable  to  the  frontiers, 
they  would  want  motives  to  butcher  the  inhabit- 
ants who  should  live  near  them  ?  Sir,  I  cannot 
but  think  it  would  increase,  rather  than  diminish 
this  great  eviL 

If  you  obtain  their  country  by  conquest,  you 
fix  in  the  si|vage  breast  an  hereditary  feud,  which 
may  continue  we  know  not  how  long.  It  is  a  &r 
fetched  argument  to  my  mind,  that  you  produce 
a  peaceful  quiet  spirit  in  the  Indian,  by  tearing 
from  him  his  country  by  force  of  arms. 

Another  reason  is  given  by  a  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  (Mr.  Humphries)  for  conquering  (Can- 
ada—it  would  be  convenient  to  us  to  have  it. 
Yes,  sir,  and  it  would  be  very  convenient  for  the 
Canadians  to  have  the  United  States;  it  would 
not  only  enlarge  their  territory  and  the  riches  of 
their  King,  but  would  prevent  us  from  molesting 
then^  I  and.  sir,  permit  me  to  say,  they  are  as 
justly  entitled  to  the  United  States,  as  we  are  to 
Canada ;  and  they  have  as  much  reason  to  seize 
our  country,  to  prevent  our  incursions,  as  we  have 
to  seize  theirs,  to  prevent  the  incursions  of  the 
Indians. 

The  only  difference  between  us  in  this  respeet, 
is,  that  we  have  the  most  power;  and  shall  we, 
from  the  mere  circumstance  that  we  are  able,  un- 
justly despoil  any  nation,  savage  or  civilized  ? 
Qod  forbid!  Honesty  is  the  best  policy,  and 
*'  righteousness  will  exalt  a  nation ;"  rapine  and 
injustice  will  depress  and  ruin  it.  In  my  soui  I 
loathe  and  abhor  that  avaricious  spirit,  as  well  in 
a  nation  as  an  individual,  that  covets  all  the 
wealth,  convenience,  and  territory,  which  is  in 
sight     It  is  the  base  offspring  ot  low-mind(td 
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veHlsluiess,  aod  ckgrad^^  nMm  eren  below  bis 
Iklleo  state. 

And  eliaU  a  natioo  whote  ooontry  has  been 
4eDOJiiiiiated  "the  asylum  of  oppressed  bumani- 
ty,"  who  hoast  of  their  love  of  justice,  and  sacred 
Tt^ard  (or  the  liberties  and  rig htsof  man,  avow  a 
BiiDciple  which  would  degrade  the  Hottentot? 
J<io,  sir.  Let  us  exemplify  by  practice,  that  it 
was  not  in  vain  our  country  suffered  so  many  pri- 
Tatioos,  to  erect  here  the  temple  of  Freedom,  and 
when  our  Constitution  was  finished,  we  held  it 
up  in  one  hand  to  the  admiration  of  the  world, 
ai^d  in  the  oth«r  the  olive  branch,  as  a  token  that 
we  would  never  violate  tbe  principles  of  the  form- 
er, or  for  umbitioB  and  avarice  stain  with  blood 
the  other. 

Why  that  barst  of  execration  from  our  lips,  at 
tbe  foul  deed  of  conquering  Poland,  if  such  deeds 
are  harmlei>8  3  It  would  require  nice  discrimi- 
sating  intellects  to  distinguish  between  the  tur- 
pitude of  the  two  cases. 

The  conquering  Powers  there  forgot  right  and 
(humanity,  in  the  plenitude  of  their  powers;  and 
bad  we  power  to  uke  Canada,  and  did  it  to  suit 
our  convenience,  we  should  be  guilty  of  the  same 
abominable  outrage  upon  the  principles  of  com- 
-mon  justice ;  and  much  as  the  Indian  is  eoodemn- 
ed  for  coming  on  our  land,  and  raurd^ing  our 
oitizefis,  it  is  no  more  criminal  than  for  our  people 
to  go  there  and  murder  the  Indians.  The  life  and 
.prc^rty  of  the  savage,  are  as  sacred  in  the  sight 
•f  Qod  as  the  lives  and  property  of  tbe  citi^as 
4d  this  country.  If  there  is  any  difference  we 
are  the  most  criminal— on  account  of  our  supe- 
rior opportunity  to  learn  justice  and  humanitv. 

The  Indian,  from  his  infancy,  is  taught  tbat 
fovenge  is  a  virtue.  The  religion  of  the  Messiah 
leaobiM  us  that  it  is  abhorrent ;  therefore  by  bow 
much  more  we  know  our  duty,  by  so  much  more 
we  are  guilty  if  we  depart  from  it 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  still  another  obieetion 
to  the  war.  You  are  about  to  raise  nearly  sev- 
enty thousand  men ;  for  what  ?  To  defend  yrour 
aoU  9  No ;  but  to  invade  the  soil  of  your  neigh- 
bor. The  whoie  of  these  men  are  to  be  placeji 
m.  the  «Hitrol,  to  obey  the  nod  of  a  single  leader. 
Who  that  leader  will  be  is  not  known.  Confident 
I  aol,  he  will  not  be  a  Washington,  a  Greene,  or  a 
Hamilton.  They  are  no  more ;  and  if  their  man- 
tles have  fallen  upon  any  of  their  survivors,  no 
one  of  those  survivors  has  been  invited  or  induced 
to  take  the  charge  of  our  armies.  The  conduct- 
ing of  the  military  operations  has,  as  yet,  been 
«hiefly  placed  in  the  hands  of  men  who  have 
given  you  pitiful  security  of  future  glory.  What 
oaa  we  expect,  sir,  btu  ultimate  ruin,  when  the 
Oovernment  shall  select  to  high  command  men 
who  have  not  aoru{)led  to  sow  sedition  among  an 
army  led  by  Washington,  or  barter  away  the  in* 
dependence  of  the  country  for  Spanish  silver  ? 
What  security  have  you,  sir.  that  snob  men,  with 
tach  an  army,  will  not,  in  despite  of  your  inter- 
dictions, become  C»>ars  and  pass  the  Rubicon  of 
|four  liberties  ?  The  public  ought  not  to  confide 
IB  the  integrity  of  such  men.  The  risk  is  too 
gtmti  Md  to  derive  cottfidenoe  ^  safety  from 


tbe  impotence  of  the  Avmy  when  opposed  to  tlie 
people,  or  by  reposing  on  the  loyaUv  m  the  troeps, 
would  be  but  wretchM  security.  Should  theirma 
of  such  an  army,  beaded  by  an  ambitious  deoM- 
gogue,  be  turned  against  tbe  country,  it  would 
experience  sad  scenes,  horrid  discomfit  are,  and  it 
would  be  a  miracle  if  such  a  leader,  holding  oat 
the  immense  plunder  to  be  distributed  among  ius 
troopK,  should  not  be  able  to  merge  their  loyallf 
and  virtue  in  the  sanguine  hopes  of  gain.  What 
commander  of  an  army  ever  tailed  to  eorropt  bis 
soldiers  if  he  attempted  ?  Depend  upon  it,  air, 
we  should  have  no  security  from  that  souroe. 

These  suggestions  may  be  received  with  tbe 
fearless  smue  of  incredulity  by  gentlemen  who 
advocate  tbe  bill ;  but  it  b  not  weakaess  or  jeal- 
ousy that  leads  the  mind  to  fears  of  this  natufe. 
It  is  a  subject  worthy  of  consideration.  Men  are 
still  men  ;  and  the  same  lust  of  power  that  could 
tempt  the  Jacobin  Absalom  to  rebel  against  bis 
good  king  and  indulgent  father,  might  tempt  ye«r 
cbief  to  seek  a  throne  erected  upon  tbe  ruins  of 
your  Republic. 

When  invaded,  sir,  we  must  have  armies ;  but 
in  that  case,  there  is  far  less  danger  of  any  ambi* 
tious  project  to  turn  their  arms  against  the  couu- 
try.  In  such  case  the  people  are  most  generally 
united  by  danger  and  necessity  of  cocosion  de- 
fence; but  where  you  teacb  your  officers,  your 
soldiers,  the  lesson,  and  prove  it  by  example,  tbat 
tbe  idea  of  justice  and  humanity  is  lost  in  tbe 
power  of  your  arms,  what  else  can  yon  expeet 
in  case  an  ambitious  and  unprincipled  man  shall 
be  placed  at  the  bead  of  your  armies,  sent  to  com- 
mit acts  which  lay  aside  morality  and  religioo. 
than  that  be,  whether  he  should  succeed  or  Mi 
in  tbe  enterprise,  should  attempt  to  profit  liimseir 
by  the  means  in  his  own  bands?  €ir,  tbe  man 
who  could  wantonly  and  wickedly  attempt  to 
promote  sedition  among  the  American  troops  in 
the  last  war,  with  the  same  black  and  diabolical 
heart,  grown  more  hard  by  a  repOtition  of  vili» 
intrigue  and  occult  vilhuny,  would  not  hesitate 
to  seduce  from  their  aUegiance  the  Ameriesn 
Army  now ;  and  that  man^still  exisu  in  our  coun- 
try, and,  mueb  to  the  disgrace  of  those  who  ap- 
pointed him,  in  bigh  and  responsible  office. 

This  war,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  wrong;  it  was 
wrongfully  commenced ;  it  has  been  wron^ltiUy 
prosecuted.  Such  a  scene  of  ridiculous  misfor- 
tune and  defeat  perhaps  never  was  known*  Why 
then  make  fu  rther  experiments  ?  Stop  while  you 
have  an  vthing  left,  i  ou  have  gambled  awaf  tbe 
national  character,  destroyed  the  national  credit, 
and  nearly  exhausted  tbe  national  finances. 

Should  a  new  army  be  raised,  and  a  new  loan 
be  filled,  the  men  and  money  are  to  be  subject  to 
the  same  indiscretion,  the  same  profiifacy ;  and. 
sir,  prudence  forbids  that  tbe  public^money  sfaoula 
any  farther  be  placed  at  tbe  disposal  of  men  wbo 
merge  the  dearest  interests  of  the  peepte  in  their 
own,  or  sacrifice  to  any  extent  tbe  public  finance 
in  gratifying  some  iavorite  ibeling  or  passion. 

Six  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  tbe  public 
money  was  most  imprudently  put  into  tbe  bands 
of  a  UtUe  Ooveiftor  of  Mew  York,  (I  tmma  ao 
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49Rfpect  to  thai  geatleman,  tot  that  he  vas  Dot 
a  pio^  officer,  to  whom  it  should  have  been 
paid.)  Why  waa  this  mooey  placed  io  the  hands 
of  a  GoTeroor  ?  Surely  he  was  oot  a  paymaster. 
or  aof  oiher  officer  of  the  (Joioo,  aod  could  not 
pledge  aoy  official  responsibility.  This  money 
Qodovbtedly  was  a  faTor  to  the  Qovernori  and 
aoenred  his  last  election.  Whether  it  has  been 
accoooted  for  or  not,  is  yet  to  be  learned. 

If  there  was  no  other  objection  to  this  bill,  it 
is  enoogh,  that  the  money,  if  raised,  is  to  be  han- 
dled by  aen  on  worthy  of  confidenpe;  I  mean 
Aoi  to  say  that  all  are  of  that  description.  There 
aie  good  men  in  office—nor  would  it  h6re  be 
proper  to  discriminate.  It  is  enough  for  my  pur- 
ftme,  that  the  Government  will  employ  agents, 
wbodeserre  not  to  be  intrusted. 

^galUL  look,  sir,  at  the  two  campaigns  already 
jwsty  and  read  the  future  fortune  of  the  Army  ; 
aady  ak,  the  more  perfectly  to  understand  what 
has  been  done,  I  point  you  to  a  little  bDok  from 
the  War  Office,  containing  the  epistolary  corre- 
spondence of  jrour  Generals.  That  pamphlet 
aiofte  is  a  soffieieat  sample  to  show  the  total 
want  of  arrangement,  system,  or  concert.  Time 
will  not  permit  me  to  examine  its  contents;  but 
take  it  in  mass,  and  it  proves  how  badly  every 
opeiatioo  was  contrived,  how  wretchedly  exe- 
ooicd^  and  the  jealousies,  feuds^  and  insubordina- 
tion of  tbe officers.  General  Wilkinson  attribntes 
lo  the  diaobedieDce  oi  General  Hampton  the  fail- 
ore  of  capturing  Montreal  j  aod  in  the  same  letter 
shows  that  there  could  be  no  necessity  for  his^aid, 
as  he  expressly  states,  that  six  hundred  men  only 
guarded  that  city,  while  Gkaeral  Wilkinson's 
amy  exceeded  five  thousand  effective  men. 

1  am  Qo  judge,  sir^ut  military  men  pronounce 
leaving  the  forts  in  Kingston  and  Prescot,  to  pour 
OBI  aa  army  upon  the  rear  of  the  Americans,  **  to 
scratch  them  m  tbe  back,"  as  an  uo pardonable 
•versight ;  and  I  confess  reason  seems  to  fortify 
the  opinion.  Whose  fault  this  was  seem.s  not  to 
be  determined;  indeed^  the  statements  of  the  Sec- 
zelary  at  War  and  the  commander  of  the  army 
are  so  equivocal,  that  those  gentlemen,  some  time 
after,  aeem  not  to  know  what  opinions  they  had 
given.  What,  then,  but  a  disregard  to  the  wel- 
laie  of  our  country,  or  some  fatal  error,  will  in- 
duce us  to  make  further  experiments  which  prom- 
iaabat  to  waste  the  bbod,  tbe  treasure,  aod  the 
character  of  the  nation,  in  abortive  attempts  to 
xemeve  our  losses  ? 

iUc.  Chairman,  the  g^entlemen  opposed  to  us  do 
not  M^rm  in  their  opinion  of  what  is  right,  what 
is  Che  iav  of  nations ;  and  although  their  difier- 
owe  does  not  prove  that  they  are  all  wrong,  yet 
it  is  sUoDg  evidence  that  one  is  wrong ;  if,  there- 
fore, thejr  cannot  a^ree  about  their  principles, 
while  laooriug  to  maintain  the  same  cause,  they 
aaaaot  complain  of  the  minority  for  differing  al- 
iMEtther  with  one  of  them. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  In- 
osaaoLL)  declared  that  he  was  well  satisfied  all 
our  djjSeolties  had  arisen  firom  the  denial  of  Great 
Britain  that  free  ships  make  free  goods,  and  he 
exhausted  much  time  to  prove  the  correctness  of 


the  position^  Tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Jackson)  frankly  declared  that  no  pretention  was 
made,  that  free  ships  make  free  goods.  In  this 
essential  and  imporiaot  point  these  gentlemen  are 
at  issue.  Strange,  then,  they  should  so  severely 
reprobate  the  opposition  from  this  side  to  princi- 
ples which  they  cannot  ^gree  about  themsielves ! 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  also  declared  tlMt 
he  would  not  have  gone  to  war  for  naturalized 
seamen ;  while  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
stated  that  no  peace  could  be  made  until  the  Brit- 
ish would  abandon  the  right  of  impressing  them. 
Here  we  find  those  gentlemen  contending  against^ 
each  other,  not  only  as  to  the  freedom  of  goods 
which  have  a  neutral  flag  waving  over  them,  but 
as  it  respects  tbe  only  remaining  cause  of  war. 
Shall  the  war  then  be  continued,  so  lung  as  its 
advocates  really  prove  the  risht  for  which  we  ate 
fighting  is  of  a  nature  so  eouivocal,  that  the  ad- 
vocates of  that  war  hold  different  language  and 
different  opinions  as  relating  to  the  cause? 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  advanced  one 
proposition  which  I  cannot  omit  to  notice*  That 
^*  retaliation  to  be  just  must  not  fall  on  the  inno- 
cent third  party."  Now,  sir,  I  admit  this  to  be 
true;  and  if  true,  what  will  become  of  the  Pres- 
ident's system  of  retaliation  upon  British  da- 
tives ?  Their  innocence  is  not,  cannot  be  denied. 
They  have  no  other  guilt  than  every  man  who  is 
connected  in  a  defensive  war. 

This  remark  of  the  gentleman  leads  me  hack 
once  more  to  the  French.  He  made  the  remark 
as  applicable  to  the  relation  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  to  show  the  unjust  cha- 
racter of  the  Orders  in  Council,  which  are  pre- 
tended bv  the  British  as  a  measure  of  retaliation 
against  the  French;  and,  said  the  gentleman,  "if 
they  intended  to  retaliate  on  France,  they  had  no 
right  to  injure  us."  Be  it  so.  And  then  permit 
me  to  ask  how  can  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
in  the  same  speech,  in  the  same  section  of  his 
argument,  justify  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Mi- 
lan, as  a  retaliatory  measure  against  England,  for 
what  he  calls  her  paper  blockade  7  It  will  not 
be  denied,  either  that  we  are  an  innocent  third 
party,  or  that  we  have  suffered  great  loss  in  con- 
sequence of  those  decrees ;  and  if  all  this  be  true, 
wluit  becomes  of  the  boasted  impartialitv  of  our 
Government  in  relation  to  both  these  belligeraat 
Powers  ? 

The  gentleman  further  remarked  that  the  late 
President  did  right  in  sending  back  the  Treaty  of 
1806.  Sir,  this  act  of  Mr.  Jefferson  cannot  be 
justified.  In  the  first  place,  admitting  the  treaty 
to  possess  such  demerits  as  required  its  rejection, 
yet  the  President  alone  had  no  power  to  determiae 
the  point ;  he  should  have  laia  it  before  the  Sen- 
ate. And,  secondly,  I  venture  to  say,  the  ratifi* 
cation  of  that  treaty  would  have  been  a  glorious 
thing  to  our  country ;  and  those  glories,  iu  peace, 
happiness,  and  prosperitv,  have  been  bartered 
away  to  gratify  the  scruples,  the  follies,  and  re- 
sentments of  the  then  President  against  England, 
and  his  unjustifiable  fondness  iur  France.  Sir. 
that  treaty  was  a  food  one.  It  was  so  declared 
by  the  Ministers  who  negotiated  it,  one  of  whom 
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is  now  the  Minister  of  State,  the  other  Attorney 
General. 

[Here  Mr.  Shiphbrd  read  a  paragraph  of  a 
letter  from  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  to  the 
thep  Secretary  of  State.] 

Such  testimony  ought  not  to  be  overlooked  or 
rejected.  It  Is  too  high,  too  authentic.  And  yet 
it  is  said,  notwithstanding  the  opinion  of  those 
gentlemen,  the  treaty  was  so  bad  that  it  was  not 
necessary  ,to  lay  it  before  the  constituted  author- 
ity to  say  whether  it  should  be  ratified  or  not. 

One  further  remark,  in  answer  to  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  and  I  hare  done.  He  declares  that 
^  the  enemy  have  more  patriotism  than  the  mi- 
nority here,  for  that  he  presents  an  unanimous 
front  against  us,  while  we  are  divided ;  although 
his  cause  is  bad  and  ours  good."  It  is  true,  that 
the  enemy  is  united  and  we  divided;  but  I  can- 
not believe  it  follows  that  we  are  less  patriotic, 
or  that  our  cause  is  better  from  these  premises. 
Whatever  the  fact  may  be,  it  would  really  seem, 
that  union  of  a  people  in  a  cause  was  some  evi- 
dence that  it  was  just,  and  division  that  it  was 
unjust.  In  the  last  war,  the  state  of  the  public 
mind  was  very  different.  England  then  was  di- 
vided; we  were  united.  They  then  invaded; 
we  defended.  We  now  invade  and  they  defend. 
And  if  any  conclusions  are  to  be  formed  from 
the  facts,  they  are,  that  we  are  now  wrong,  as 
we  were  right  in  the  last  war;  and  that  a  com- 
mon sense  of  justice  has  i>roduced  the  union  of 
the  one  and  division  of  the  other.  Yes,  sir,  we 
are  wrong;  we  have  sinned,  greatly  sinned ;  we 
have  shed  innocent  blood,  and  we  may  look  for 
calamity  and  disaster;  for  the  judgments  of  Hea- 
Ten  to  light  upon  us.  unless  we  abandon  the  im- 
pious career,  and  seek  by  repentance  the  pardon 
of  our  offences. 

Mr.  Sherwood  spoke  as  follows :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, after  the  very  aole  discussion  which  the  bill 
upon  your  table  has  received  from  both  sides  of 
the  House — after  the  minute  financial  examina- 
tion of  the  subject,  the  acute  analytical  investi- 
gation of  the  causes  and  efiects  of  the  war,  and 
after  the  energy  and  eloquence  of  my  honorable 
friends,  it  may  seem  presumption  in  one  of  my 
humble  powers  to  claim  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee. But,  sir,  I  will  endeavor  to  tranquillize 
any  rising  spirit  of  impatience  by  an  assurance  of 
my  disposition  to  be  brief;  1  will  promise  the 
Committee  I  have  no  ambition  to  detain  them 
long,  and^  were  I  ambitious,  I  have  not  the  vanity 
to  believe  1  could  long  excite  the  interest  of  the 
House. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  bill  before  us  for  causes 
intrinsic,  springinj^^  immediately  from  the  bill  it- 
self—such as  the  immense  amount  contemplated 
to  be  borrowed — the  enormity  of  the  interest  at 
which  the  money  is  to  be  obtained — the  conse- 

?[uences  to  the  Government  in  throwing  itself 
Dto  the  hands  of  money  lenders.  And  I  am  also 
opposed  to  it  for  causes  extrinsic^  arising  from  the 
Ulterior  application  of  the  money  to  be  obtained, 
«nd  the  consequaooes  of  such  application. 

The  amount  contemplated  to  be  raised  bv  this 
and  the  other  bill  is  thirty  millions  of  dollai 


five  millions  by  Treasury  notes  and  twenty-five 
millions  by  loan.  We  have  already  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  war  rabed  by  Treasury  notes  and 
loans  forty-four  million  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  Pass  this  bill,  and  the  faith  of  the  Qor^ 
ernment  is  pledged  for  a  new  national  debt  of 
more  than  seventy  millions  of  dollars.  And  let 
me  ask  gentlemen  if  they  are  prepared  to  mort- 
gage the  estates  of  their  constituents  for  the  pay- 
ment of  this  enormous  sum  1  But,  sir,  the  time 
is  unfavorable  for  obtaining  this  enormous  loan. 
The  stock  you  have  already  thrown  into  market; 
much  of  it  is  not,  as  many  g[entlemen  suppose,  in 
the  Bands  of  your  moneyed  institutions;  it  is  yet 
in  the  hands  of  your  speculators,  your  stock-job- 
bers, who,  without  sufficient  capital  themselvea, 
have  contrived  by  obtaining  liberal  bank  dtv- 
counts,  pledging  their  stock  as  collateral  security, 
to  raise  money  to  meet  the  instalments  which 
have  not  as  vet  become  due.  If,  however,  the  prea- 
sure  upon  the  banks,  which  seems  to  have  com- 
menced at  the  East,  and  is  rapidly  traveiiinji^  on 
to  the  South,  should  inctease,  so  as  to  diminisli 
discounts,  the  consequence  will  be,  that  a  large 
amount  of  the  stock  will  be  thrown  into  the  mar- 
ket and  sales  necessarily  forced.  Should  this 
event  occur,  and  nothing  is  more  probable,  stock 
will  be  below  par;  and  at  this  eventful  crisia, 
when  your  stock  of  about  fort^  millions  may  be 
below  par,  or.  to  say  the  best  of  it,  not  above  par, 

Jrou  are  to  inundate  the  market  with  thirty  mil* 
ions  of  additional  stock.  And  let  me  conjure  gen- 
tlemen, before  they  thus  put  at  hazard  tne  credit 
of  this  Qovernment,  to  pause  and  reasonably  sat- 
isfy themselves  who  will  vest  his  capital  in  this 
stock.  Are  your  banks  to  subscribe  any  more  7 
No,  sir,  it  is  believed  some  have  already  gone  so 
far  as  to  endanj^er  their  credit.  Are  your  real 
moneyed  capitalists  to  engage  in  it?  No,  sir,  they 
have  been  tempted  and  entreated  by  your  specu- 
lators, but  generally  tempted  and  entreated  in 
vain. 

But  gentlemen  tell  us  our  merchants,  whose 
capitals  are  restricted  from  their  accustomed  em- 
ployment, will,  at  the  present  moment,  readily  in- 
vest in  this  stock ;  in  this  calculatioQ  the  friends 
to  this  bill,  I  believe,  are  also  mistaken.  Mer- 
chants have  no  inclination  to  withdraw  fronx 
their  accustomed  pursuits,  and  it  would  be  very- 
difficult  to  persuade  them  into  a  course  whien 
would  prevent  their  resuming  such  pursuits  when- 
ever the  channels  of  commerce  are  unlocked. 
Besides,  sir.  the  merchant  and  other  capitalists 
fear,  if  you  load  your  Government  with  such  an 
immense  national  debt,  that  some  of  your  West- 
ern States,  who  will  never  own  a  dollar  of  it, 
will  find  that  shaking  off  all  liability  is  the  moat 
convenient  mode  of  redeeming  their  p»ledge. 

Affain,  we  are  told  that  our  stock  will  fall  into 
the  hands  of  foreign  capiulists..  We  shall,  by 
the  magic  operation  of  this  loan,  extract  funds 
from  the  enemy  to  enable  us  to  carry  on  the  war ; 
and  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who 
last  spoke  upon  this  subject,  (Mr.  Jackson,)  ap- 
proved and  enforced  the  argument.  And  is  it 
come  to  this,  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
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tkt  Hovse  are  wiliing  to  kave  the  stock  of  our 
fudsptaoed  in  the  baods  of  British  capitalists? 
And  are  they  who  were  so  sensitive  to  foreign 
>  tremalously  fearful  of  the  power  of 


British  gold,  when  a  reiocorporation  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank  was  applied  for,  now  so  changed  ? 
Are  they  who  were  then  so  mach  alarmed  at  the 
possessioD  by  British  capitalists  of  four  or  five 
milliotts  of  bank  stock,  now  ready  to  throw  into 
the  hands  of  the  same  capitalists  fire  times  that 
amoQAt  of  your  national  loans  ? 

Hot  let  me  ask  gentlemen  what  reason  they 
have  to  sappose  that  British  capital  will  he  in- 
vested 10  onr  ftinds?  The  first  inducement  to  such 
an  iBfestment  would  be  a  full  conviction  of  the 
faith  of  our  Qovernment,  and  that  idea  presup- 
poses the  inte^ty  of  the  Union.  And  is  not  the 
bmer  supposition  in  direct  hostility  to  the  opin- 
joos  whteh  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
ibe  House  daily  make  and  pronounce  for  the 
British  aatton?  Do  not  gentlemen  daily  tell  us, 
the  British  consider  this  Uovernment  ^formed  of 
a  diFidedpeople^ — that  "  we  are  ready  for  a  dis- 
sofaition  7"  And  from  such  premises  can  gentle- 
■en  draw  the  inference,  that  our  loan  is  to  be 
taken  by  British  capitalists  ? 

The  enormity  of  the  interest  to  be  paid  for  this 
loan  forms  in  ray  mind  another  important  ob- 
jeetien  to  the  bill.  The  last  loan  was  negotiated 
mt  a  firaction  less  than  eight  per  cent.,  while  the 
iaferest  at  the  banks,  and  the  legal  interest  of 
most  of  the  States,  is  six;  prirate  credit,  and  the 
eredic  of  individual  States,  obtain  any  amount  at 
the  same  per  cent. ;  and  yet,  sir,  this  Administra- 
timi,  nnder  the  management  of  its  present  rulers, 
pays  eight.  Sir,  if  the  Administration  would  exert 
Itself  to  establish  the  credit  of  the  nation  upon  a 
hasss  as  firm  as  private  credit ;  if  it  would  show 
the  moneyed  men  a  redeeming  fund,  instead  of 
driving  back  from  your  Treasury  fifteen  millions 
9i  aaaoai  commercial  revenue;  if  it  cherished 
the  )ost  interests  of  the  people,  and  soothed  and 
allayed  instead  of  exasperating  their  passions ;  if 
it  gave  to  calculating  men  a  rational  expectation 
that  the  halcvon  days  of  commercial  revenue 
woaU  again  be  restored  to  this  country ;  if,  in 
short,  the  "  restrictive  energies,"  the  "  anti-com- 
meieial  policy''  of  your  Administration  had  not 
exhansted  the  streams  of  public  revenue,  and,  in- 
deed, dried  op  its  very  source,  we  might  either 
have  had  in  tne  Treasury  a  supply  for  our  wants, 
or  ^Manuuided  it  upon  terms  advantageous  and 
ereililabte. 

The  gtatletnan  from  Virginia,  to  whom  I  just 
Madedf  teUs  ns  that  in  loanin^^  money  to  the 
QoverDOient  there  is  *'  no  patriotism  concerned ;" 
the  exaction  beyond  legal  interest  is  "  usury." 
Now,  sir,  I  caaiot  distinguish  between  the  evil 
caaseqnenees  of  throwing  the  pecuniary  concerns 
of  Qovernment  into  the  hands  of  "  usurers"  and 
thoae  of  a  private  individual.  To  the  afihirs  of 
the  latter  we  know  it  would  be  ruin.  If  these 
gentry  once  get  the  noose  about  your  neck,  they 
are  as  relentless  as  death ;  give  them  eignt  per 
ceaL,  they  will  ask  you  nine ;  yield  them  this, 
they  will  rise  to  ten ;  and  so,  drawing  you  within 


their  grasp,  the  gripe  of  the  nsurer  becomes  the 
gripe  of  death.  If  the  Administration  must  raise 
this  enormous  sum,  why  not  apply  to  the  people 
at  once  and  collect  it?  Is  it  tearful  the  people 
will  see  and  realize  the  rainous  tendency  of  its 
measures?  Does  it  lack  courage  to  show  to  each 
individual  the  proportion  for  which  his  estate  is 
mortgaged  ?  Does  it  suppose,  by  shuffling  off  the 
"  hour  of  reckoning,"  its  political  life  is  *^  yet  to 
be  spared  another  day?"  Does  it  suppose  the  peo- 
ple, had  rather  pay  twelve  per  cent.,  Gk>vernment 
interest,  (doubling  the  debt  upon  them  in  eight 
years,)  than  each  now  to  pay  his  proportion,  tM>r- 
rowing  himself  at  six,  if  necessary  ?  1  believe,  sir, 
the  interest  and  feeling  of  my  constituents,  corres- 
ponding with  my  own,  hostile  to  a  national  debt, 
which  thus  feeds  and  fattens  the  speculators  and 
usurers  of  your  country. 

Again,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  the  influence  which 
will  be  given  to  the  money  lenders,  whom  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Jack- 
son) designates  as  lacking  patriotism.  A  mon- 
eyed influence  in  a  Republican  Gk>vernment 
should  ever  be  rigidly  and  firmly  resisted.  Every 
member  of  every  branch  of  our  Qovernment 
should  be  kept  free  from  temptation ;  free  froia 
suspicion  of  such  an  influence,  and  clear  from  the 
contagious  atmosphere  generated  in  its  use.  In 
aristoctatical  and  monarchical  Governments,  per- 
haps, the  reverse  of  this  general  proposition  is 
correct ;  and  hence,  perhaps,  the  maxim  in  such 
Governments  '^a  national  deot  is  a  national  bless- 
ing." But  in  this  country  I  trust  such  a  maxim 
will  never  insinuate  itself  into  the  progress  of 
our  affairs,  so  as  to  reach  and  blunt  the  feelings 
of  the  people.  Who  can  deny,  however,  that  with 
forty  millions  of  public  stock,  recently  issued  to 
the  avarice  and  cupidity  of  the  nation,  and  with 
an  almost  equal  amount  contemplated  now  to  be 
issued,  that  our  fears  should  be  excited? 

1  shall  regret  to  see,  but  the  period  may  not  be 
far  off,  when  speculators,  stockjobbers,  and  usur- 
ers, will  swarm  about  your  Capitol,  thrusting 
themselves  into  the  very  sanctuary  of  your  Legis- 
lature^ infesting  your  lobbies  and  galleries;  kindly 
devising  and  advising  the  laws  for  your  enact- 
ment. So  deeply  interested  for  the  public  good, 
their  precious  time  will  be  wholly  devoted  to  aid- 
ing you  in  financial  arrangements.  The  period 
may  be  at  hand,  sir,  when  you  will  see  them 
moving  about  your  palace,  and  the  departments 
of  your  Cabinet,  disinterestedly  helping  your  Seo- 
retaries  to  select  suitable  persons  for  the  offices  of 
your  Gk>vemment.  Let  this  moneyed  infiuence 
get  the  advantage  of  vour  means,  and  your  Got* 
ernment  will  be  to  it  "  as  clay  in  the  hands  of  the 
potter;"  it  will  mould  and  fashion  it  to  its  own 
liking.  Yes,  sir,  let  these  usurers  get  foothold, 
and  they  will  prey  upon  your  vitals;  von  wiU 
see  them  hovering  about  your  Treasury  like  crows 
about  a  carcass,  croaking  for  the  last  morsel. 

My  opposition  to  the  bill,  Mr.  Chairman,  for 
cause  extrinsic,  arises  from  the  avowed  applica- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  loan  to  the  carrying 
on  the  war  of  conquest  in  which  we  are  engaged  ; 
a  war,  the  retrospect  of  which  humbles  the  just 
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pride  whieh  AmencaBs  did  feel,  atfd,  I  tratt.  may 
yet  feel;  a  war,  tfae  prosecatioa  of  which  reason 
tad  experience  forbid ;  for,  in  prospect,  oar  coun- 
try's honor,  and  its  fame,  and  hope,  are  cast  in 
ehade,  and  we  can  scarcely  collect  a  ray  of  light 
to  tr radiate  the  picture.   , 

la  Yiewing  the  subject  of  this  war,  avowedly 
prosecuted  for  the  conquest  of  Canada,  we  are 
naturallv  led  to  consider  the  causes  of  its  decla- 
ration, the  cause  of  its  continuance,  and  the  con- 
sequences flowing  from  its  prosecution.  As^it  is 
not  my  present  purpose  to  aetain  the  Committee 
with  a  minute  or  critical  examination  of  either 
^  these  topics,  I  shall  limit  myself  to  very  few 
remarks. 

But,  sir,  we  are  to  be  checked  at  the  threshold 
of  this  discussion.  We  are  told  by  the  majority 
that  the  causes  and  consequences  of  the  war  are 
Useless  dbcussions ;  that  war  is  duly  declared  by 
tbe  constituted  authorities  of  the  Government; 
md  to  hold  and  inculcate  opinions  against  it  is  to 
oppose  Government — it  is  moral  treason.  Gren- 
tlemea  have  not  yet  gone  so  far  as  to  pronounce 
tiie  expression  of  our  opinions  as  actual  treason, 
but  have  coined  a  new  grade  of  offence,  and 
ohristened  us  "moral  traitors.''  Whether  this 
newly  devised  offence  of  differing  with  the  Ad- 
lainistration  in  opinion,  and  assomine  the  hardi- 
hood to  express  sach  opinion  on  this  floor,  and  in 
this  nation,  is  to  be  chastised  with  the  arm  and 
the  power  of  the  Administration,  is  yet  to  be 
kamed.  The  gentleman  from  Virgmia  fMr. 
iaocsoN)  has  told  us,  however,  when  speaking 
of  this  new  species  of  treason,  that  it  must  be 
put  down ;  the  Administration  must  adopt  a  new 
motto,  put  it  down  "peaceably  if  they  can,  forci- 
bly if  they  must." 

Now,  sir,  before  this  motto  shall  be  engraved 
upon  the  tablets  of  the  Administration,  I  conjure 
gentlemen  to  pause !  The  people  of  this  countrv 
•re  freemen  in  sentiment,  freemen  in  action ;  and, 
before  you  can  abridge  them  of  the  liberty  of 
forming  and  expressing  their  opinions  upon  the 
measures  of  the  Administration,  you  must  abridge 
their  existence.  Are  gentlemen  aware  of  the  con- 
aaquences  of  establishing  this  motto  ?  The  mere 
a«8gestion  is  calculated  to  lead  the  sturdy  yeo- 
manry of  this  country  to  the  jealous  point  of 
daring,  and  the  attempt  to  enforce  it  would  bring 
upon  us  the  horrors  or  civil  war.  Before  gentle- 
men assent  to  this  motto,  let  them  trace  the  ef- 
leots;  let  them  count  the  costs.  This  Adminis- 
tration never  coold  enforce  a  doctrine  so  absurd. 
•0  tyrannical.  Sir,  the  single  State  of  Conneeti- 
ont,  adopting  the  opinion  of  a  just  right,  which 
tKey  believed  authorized  and  secured  by  the  Con- 
aUtution,  could  not  be  put  dowiy  by  the  whole 
force  of  the  Administration  south  of  the  Chesa- 
peake. I  reffret,  sir,  that  thb  subject,  in  itself 
delicate,  could  not  have  been  handled  with  a  del- 
icacy better  ada[rted  to  assuage  and  soften  down 
the  irritations  of  human  nature ;  but  it  is  an  inci- 
dent to  the  freedom  of  opinion  and  discussion  to 
resist  every  encroachment  upon  either  in  the  lan- 
gnage  of  truth  and  firmness. 

Tim  majority  find  it  very  difficult  to  agree  on 


the  just  cause  for  the  continuance  of  this  war. 
The  cause  assigned  for  its  declaration,  the  Brit- 
ish Orders  in  Council  inhibiting  neutral  com- 
merce to  certain  Freneh  ports,  ceased  with  their 
revocation.  Whether  these  orders  were  really 
just  cause  of  war  as  against  Great  Britain,  or 
whether  they  were  merely  retaliatory  of  the 
French  decrees,  has  been  so  often  and  so  ably 
discussed,  that  I  shall  not  attempt  to  consume  the 
time  of  the  House  on  that  point.  Suffice  it  to 
say  they  are  now  revoked.  They  were  revoked 
within  five  days  of  the  declaration  of  war.  Nor 
will  I  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  to  inquire 
whether  the  Orders  in  Council  were  revoked  in 
consequence  of  the  repeal  of  the  French  decrees, 
or  the  coercive  effects  of  our  restrictive  system. 
I  will  only  observe  that  the  British  were  pledged 
to  revoke  their  restrictions  whenever  the  Freneh 
decrees  were  repealed,  and  due  notice  given  of 
such  repeal.  They  redeemed  their  pledge — they 
did  revoke  them.  Neither  will  I  examine  whe- 
ther it  was  the  deception  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment prabtised  upon  our  Administration,  devel- 
oped in  their  celebrated  decree,  bearing  date  11th 
April,  1811,  (now  universally  admitted  to  be  fab- 
ricated,) that  precipitately  brought  our  Adminis- 
tration into  this  war. 

The  ostensible  cause  of  war  was  these  Orders 
in  Council.  So  said  the  friends  of  the  war  m 
Congress  when  developing  the  views  of  the  Ad- 
ministration $  such,  too,  is  the  report  of  the  eom- 
mittee  who  responded  to  the  ^sident's  war 
Message ;  and  so  wrote  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
our  foreiga  Minister.  This  ostensible  cause,  then, 
is  removed,  and  yet,  the  war  is  continued.  On  re- 
ceipt of  the  revocation  of  the  British  Orders  kt 
Council,  the  British  Provincial  Governor  pro- 
posed an  armistice  by  land,  and  Admiral  War- 
ren seconded  his  views  by  a  similar  proposition 
by  sea.  Oar  Government  rejected  the  proposi- 
tions. If  our  Adqainistration  was  disposed  for 
peace,  why  not,  after  the  revocation  or  her  Or- 
ders in  Council,  and  a  proposition  from  the  ene- 
my for  an  armistice,  why  not  accede  to  it  ?  Could 
a  moment  more  favorable  have  been  expected"? 
if  the  Administration  had  then  consented  to  hav^ 
stayed  the  arm  of  hostility  and  devastation,  its 
friends  would  not  have  been  driven  to  the  neces- 
sity of  hunting  up  other  causes  for  the  continu- 
ance of  the  war. 

We  are  now  told  that  impressment  is  the  prin- 
cipal cause.  The  British  contend  for  the  right 
of  searchioj;  neutral  merchant  vessels  upon  the 
highway  or  nations,  and  taking  out  such  of  their 
own  citizens  as  they  may  find  on  board  such 
vessels.  This  claim  set  up  by  the  British  fre- 
quently operates  injuriously.  From  the  similar- 
ity of  habits  and  language  of  the  two  nations, 
mistakes  are  often  made,  and  American  sailors 
have  been  the  victims  of  the  enemy's  policy ;  but 
whenever  they  have  chosen  to  assert  and  mani- 
fest their  citizenship,  they  have  always  been  re- 
leased. This  claim  of  the  British  has  uniformly 
been  considered  as  one  operating  unjustlv,  and 
every  Administration,  from  the  days  of  Wash- 
ington down  to  the  present,  have  made  it  cause 
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of  cooplaifit;  Booe,  howcrer,  Im?*  thoyght  it 
ea«M  of  war.     Tbe  priaci|Mil  irritations  groiring 
o«t  of  this  subject  bare  arken  fron  British  sd^ 
j«cu   daimiBf^    American   protections.     Many 
vofibltss  foreigaers^  reneirade  IriUi,  Scotcb,  and 
Saglislmeo,  M?a  not  only  attempted  to  palm 
tb^Melres  upon  British  officers  as  Americans, 
b«t  have   ftctnally    succeeded  in   the    attempt. 
These  impositieas  frequently  detected,  and,  per- 
hi^  atirioutable  in  some  measure  to  the  manner 
in  wiueb  American  protections  are  obtained,  op- 
tnam  upoa  the  real  American  sailor  by  alarming 
tbe  jMeosy,  abarpeniog  the  scrutiny,  and  ex- 
euinff  the  tyranny  of  the  British  officer.    My  ob- 
ject beiag  to  show  that  this  complaint  of  impress- 
nwfU  was  not  considered  as  a  cause  of  war,  I  bare 
aie^y  advened  to  the  causes  assigned  contem- 
ponaeouaiv  wkh  its  declaration,  and  content  my- 
self with  tbe  inference  which  inevitably  follows. 
Gfeoileoaeo  who  feel  the  force  of  these  recol- 
laetioBs  are  driven  to  assign  ether  causes ;  and, 
what  is  DOC  astonishing,  when  ingenuity  alone  is 
la  be  eserctsed,  they  do  not  agree  as  to  what  was 
really  tbe  eaose  of  the  war.    An  honorable  gen- 
tlaman    from    Pennsylvania  (Mr.    Ingbhsoll) 
tboogfat  it  was  eause  of  war  that  the  British  de- 
nied tbe  doctrine  ^  that  free  ships  make  free 
goodaJ*    Another  genikeraan  (Mr.  Jacksoh)  of 
tbe  majority,  showed  that  tbe  British  were  cor- 
real aad  if  you  allow  the  neutral  flag  to  protect 
tbefocids  that  sailed  under  it,  it  might  lead  to  the 
■OBf  abooMoable  fraud. 

Aoocber  cause  urged  by  gentlemen  is,  that  the 
eaciif  instigated  the  Indians  to  hostility  against 
OB.    One  geatleaMm,  (Mr.  I.)  said  it  was  a  '^mo 
■aaioaa  ease  of  war,"  and  he  was  surprised  the 
Admiaistration  did  not  think  of  it  when  war  was 
declared ;  ^  there  never  was  so  fine  an  opportu- 
nt^  Am-  iiiakiog  a  declaration  of  war."    If  this 
CeMlemmo  is  r^t,  then  it  is  cause  of  just  re^^ret 
to  tbe  msjoritv  that  they  were,  at  that  period, 
deprived  or  talents  so  astute  and  brilliant  as  his, 
fer  tbey  aodoubtedly  would  have  had  a  declara- 
of  arar,  surpassing  in  its  effects  the  most  fio- 
f  proeloBiatioa  of  the  present  era. 
A  reenrreoee  to  the  history  of  the  session  of 
DBCfcss,  in  VH12,  will  convince  this  gentleman 
is  mistaken  as  to  the  fact  of  the  existence 
of  ikis  eause  of  war.    The  Administration  were 
eertuialy  aoc  oamindful  of  the  great  advantage 
s»gb  a  tame  would  have  had  in  enlisting  the  feel- 
IMS  of  tbs  comuMinity  in  a  vigorous  prosecution 
ottiBe  tbea determined  hostility;  a  committee  of 
tbta  Moawe  wu  therefore  raised  to  inquire  spe- 
cipUjr  fofo  tbe  subject;  and,  although  a  labored 
Ti  pui  t  was  prepared  and  printed,  it  was  thought 
aaoat  advisabie  to  suffer  it  to  rest  undisturbed 
9fnm  tbe  shei/-*not  unlike  aoother  late  volumi' 
veport.     Tbe  barbarity  of  the  circumstances 
la  anew  apparent  than  their  authenticity  is  satis« 
Csctory;  aad  opposed  to  this  doubtful  presump- 
tive testiaMmy^  was  the  positive  disavowal  of  the 
Britisb  Afiaister,  Mr.  Foster,  of  the  connexion  of 
his  Government  with  tbe  Indian  aggressions. 

Tbe  Orders  in  Council  have  ceased.    Impress* 
iMat  is  a  subjeet  of  eompbtiot,  not  a  cause  of 


war.  The  instigation  of  the  Indian  hostility  lacks 
authenticity.  Our  war  is  therefore  continued 
without  a  sufficient  cause. 

If  our  cause  was  just,  and  the  feelings  of  the 
people  were  united  to  avenge  it,  this  Administra- 
tion ought  not  to  be  intrusted  with  conducting  it. 
The  history  of  the  progress  of  the  war  has  fixed 
upon  the  Administration  a  character  too  promt* 
nent  to  be  concealed,  too  just  to  be  denied ;  its 
principal  characteristics  are  impotency  of  maa* 
agement,  and  profligacy  of  expense. 

The  minority,  who  resisted  the  declaration  of 
war,  in  a  course  of  manly  prediction  and  almost 
miraculous  prophecy,  pointed  out  ils  evils.  They 
warned  you,  as  with  a  voice  of  wisdom,  against 
tbe  delusive  scheme  of  conquering  the  Canadas; 
they  foretold  to  yon  many  of  the  disasters  which 
have  since  been  realized ;  thev  warned  jroo  of  the 
danger  of  your  seaboard  ;  and  they  conjured  jon 
to  avoid  the  desolation  of  your  Western  frontier : 
these  warnings  were  regarded  not,  but  thev  can* 
not  be  forgotten,  and  the  truth  of  them  will  add 
poignancy  to  their  recollection. 

A  recurrence  to  the  events  of  tbe  war  is  but 
little  more  than  a  review  of  our  disgraces.  Whe* 
tber  we  commence  with  the  ''planting  of  our 
standard^  in  the  enemy's  province  by  Hull,  or 
terminate  with  the  progress  of  our  last  Northera 
campaign,  the  result  is  the  same.  Our  armies 
wasted,  our  means  dissipated,  and  a  fair  portion 
of  our  countrv  laid  in  ruin.  Though  brave  offi* 
cersaad  good  soldiers  have  labored  to  support 
the  sinking  honor  of  the  country,  their  emrts 
have  been  counterbalanced  by  the  weakness  and 
the  folly  of  the  plans  and  the  counter-plans  of  the 
principal  managers.  The  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  on  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  our  arms, 
developes  most  strikingly  the  weakness,  if  not  the 
wickedness,  of  those  who  conducted  the  Ust  cam* 
paiati.  An  examination  of  this  correspondence 
will  satisfy  any  gentleman  that,  instead  of  your 
armies  being  directed  by  tbe  united  enereies  of 
your  officers,  petty  jealousies,  malignant  hatred, 
and  much  mysterious  cunning,  have  distracted 
and  defeated  their  operations ;  instead  of  seeking 
honorable  fame,  achieved  by  great  and  glorious 
deeds,  they  seem  to  have  sought  that  compare* 
tive  fame,  which  elevates  itself  by  the  destruction 
of  others. 

1  will  not  detain  the  Committee  to  show  the 
various  changes  of  the  plan  of  the  Northern  cam* 
paign ;  how  one  day  Kingston  was  to  be  taken  by 
a  ^  direct  attack"  of  the  army,  crossing  from  Sack* 
ett's  Harbor,  and  tbe  next  dav  by  an  *^  indirect 
attack"  by  the  way  of  Montreal ;  nor  will  I  potat 
to  tbe  cordiality  with  which  the  principal  Gen* 
erals  so  manifestly  '*  harmonized"  in  the  great 
objects  of  the  campaign ;  nor  shall  I  attempt  to 
describe  with  what  deep  skill  the  prime  juggler 
behind  the  scene  moves  the  puppeu  for  their  de- 
struction or  his  eventual  fame. 

When  the  war  was  declared,  Canada  was  to  be 
taken  in  ten  weeks.  All  the  power  that  Admin* 
istration  have  wished,  or  could  derive  under  the 
Government,  has  been  at  its  disposal.  Armies  as 
large  as  the  loajority  chose  to  vote  them  have 
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been  granted ;  money,  as  much  as  has  been  asked 
for,  has  been  obtained ;  in  short,  Administration 
has  bommanded  the  Constitutional  resources  of 
the  country,  and  what  has  it  accomplished  ?  We 
now  have  actual  possession  of  Maiden,  and  imag- 
ioary  possession  of  the  wilderness  opposite  De- 
troit, while  the  enemy  ha?e  possession  of  the  im- 
portant peninsula  connecting  Lakes  Erie  and 
Ontario,  and  of  the  desolated  remains  of  the  once 
flourishing  villages  along  the  Niagara.  Such  is 
the  progress  your  Administration  have  made  to- 
wards the  conquest  of  Canada— so  they  have  ful- 
filled their  engagements  of  glorious  warfare. 

But,  sir,  the  profligacy  of  our  present  expense 
is  equalled  only  by  the  diminution  of  the  radical 
resources  of  the  country.  The  estimate  for  the 
current  year,  and  a  reasonable  allowance  for 
claims  of  indemnity,  added  to  a  loss  of  commercial 
revenue,  will  probably  fall  little  short  of  one  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars ;  while  a  permanent  irrep- 
arable loss  to  the  wealth  of  your  country,  arises 
from  the  diversion  of  foreign  commerce,  from  a 
change  of  the  industrious  habits  of  the  countr^^i 
and  from  a  want  of  the  necessary  labor  for  agri- 
cultural pursuits. 

Two  years  have  nearly  expired  since  we  have 
been  engaged  in  this  contest,  which  now  is  gen- 
erally called  a  war  for  "  i<ailor8'  rights" — a  war  to 
protect  foreigners  against  their  lawful  sovereign 
on  the  high  seas.  Were  it  to  protect  the  natu- 
ralized citizen  on  our  own  soil,  who  mingles  and 
mixes  in  the  homebred  duties  of  social  life,  every 
feeling  of  my  heart  would  be  en|^ged;  but  for 
the  protection  of  such  "sailors'  rights,"  I  would 
not  sacrifice  one  native  American.  And  yet,  sir. 
for  these  "sailors'  rights,"  have  you  expendea 
millions  and  millions  of  your  treasure,  loaded 
your  citizens  with  taxes,  and  sacrificed  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  every  class  in  societv.  In  this 
war  for  "sailors'  rights,"  have  your  vilWes  been 
pillaged,  innocence  violated,  the  peaceful  dwell- 
ings of  your  citizens  razed,  and  a  whole  country 
desolated?  Yes,  sir,  armies  have  been  swept 
away,  many  valuable  lives  have  been  lost — not  so 
many  valuable  lives,  for  into  your  Army,  i^ene- 
rally,  you  have  been  unable  to  draw  men  either 
valuable  to  themselves,  or  valuable  to  the  com- 
munity. 

From  all  these  considerations,  I  cannot  give 
my  vote  for  this  enormous  loan.  If,  instead  of 
purposes  of  conquest,  the  majority  would  devise 
a  system  for  defending  our  own  soil,  I  would  yield 
them  every  aid.  however  badly  I  think  of  the 
original  cause  or  war,  of  its  continuance,  or  the 
managers  of  it. 

I  know  my  constituents  are  unwilling  to  barter 
their  lives  and  their  fortunes  for  the  conquest  of 
Canada,  and,  with  me,  would  withhold  every  dol- 
lar which  is  intended  for  that  object.  Yes,  sir,  I 
would  bar  the  main  spring  of  your  political  clock, 
and  let  your  journeymen  politicians  wind  and 
wind  in  vain ;  no  longer  should  be  rung,  in  mel- 
ancholy chime,  the  dreadful  notes  of  desolation 
and  distress  from  Georgia  to  Maine,  from  Cham- 
plain  to  Orleans. 

When  Mr.  SaiRwooo  had  concluded— 


Mr.  Gbundy  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  had  determined  to  remain 
silent  during  this  discussion,  and  nothing  but  the 
extraordinary  course  pursued  by  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  could  nave  induced 
me  to  relinquish  that  determination.  Not  satis* 
fied  with  replying  to  the  arguments  ur^ed  by  the 
majority  at  the  present,  they  have  assailed  senti- 
ments advanced  bv  me  at  the  last  session ;  noc 
has  this  been  done  by  one  or  two  only,  but  by  all 
who  have  addressed  you  ^  yes,  sir,  from  the  great- 
est to  the  least— from  the  venerable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  PicxERiNop  down  to 
the  gentlemen  from  North  Carolinai (Messrs.  Cul- 
PEPEB  and  Pearson,)  who  spoke  a  short  time 
since — this,  has  constituted  the  burden  of  their 
song.  But  for  this,  I  should  have  been  saved  the 
trouble  of  speaking,  and  you  the  fatigue  of  hear« 
ine  me. 

Before  I  proceed  to  an  examination  of  their 
arguments,  the  Committee  will  indalge  me  m  few 
moments  in  taking  a  view  of  the  subjects  under 
consideration,  different  from  any  yet  presented. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  re- 
commended to  the  House  the  adoption  of  a  bill 
providing  for  a  loan  of  twenty-five  millions  of 
dollars ;  the  majority  seem  disposed  to  grant  the 
supply  asked  for,  the  minority  say  it  oueht  not 
to  be  granted-^the  question  then  is.  which  party 
is  right  ?  This  can  best  be  decided  by  an  exam- 
ination  into  the  effects  which  will  result  from  the 
adoption  of  the  one  course  or  the  other^  If  more 
public  good  will  result  from  the  passage  of  the 
bill  than  from  its  rejection,  the  minority  are  act* 
inz  erroneously.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  more  evil 
will  arise  from  its  passage  than  from  its  rejection, 
the  minority  are  acting  correctly.  You  are  en- 
gaged, Mr.  Chairman,  in  a  war  with  a  powerful 
nation,  on  whose  magnanimity  and  justice,  judg- 
ing from  past  experience,  you  can  place  no  re- 
liance. Should  this  bill  pass,  you  will  be  prepared 
to  arm  the  American  people,  and  (should  nego- 
tiation fail)  meet  your  enemy  in  the  field  of  bat* 
tie;  you  will  be  prepared  to  assert  your  rights  by 
the  sword ;  you  will  exhibit  your  .Government  in 
the  attitude  which  is  most  commaodioff,  with  the 
sword  in  the  one  hand,  and  the  olive  branch  in 
the  other,  saying  to  the  enemies  of  jour  country-— 
Choose  ye  which  to  selecu  This  is  what  the 
majority  recommend.  What  is  the  course  advo- 
cated by  the  minority  ?  Disarm  the  American 
people,  lay  down  your  weapons  of  warfare,  and 
do  what  ?  Ask  pardon  and  forgiveness,  for  your 
transgressions,  and  accept  of  such  terms  as  the 
enemy  will  accord  to  you.  Is  this  a  course  worthy 
of  a  great  and  free  people?  Would  you  not  by 
this  demonstrate  to  the  world  that  you  are  un- 
worthy of  that  liberty  which  you  enjoy  ?  1  con- 
fess, Mr,  Chairman,  I  am  almost  tempted  to  doubt 
the  sincerity  of  gentlemen's  declarations,  when  I 
look  at  the  low  and  degraded  state  to  which  the 
country  would  be  reduced,  should  the  opposition 
to  this  bill  succeed.  Further,  sir,  by  the  money 
contemplated  to  be  raised  under  the  authority  of 
this  bill,  you  can  comply  with  all  your  engage- 
ments ;  you  can  pay  the  officers  and  soldiers  al- 
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rettdTia  7001  service  ;  you  nan  support  tbataaTy 
(^woieh  all  parties  claim  to  be  the  patrons ;  vou 
eaa  pay  the  stipulated  portion  of  former  debts ; 
m  s^ort,  yoQ  will  support  the  poblic  credit ; — re- 
ject it,  and  you  cannot  pay  those  at  present  in 
your  employcnent ;  your  nayy  must  rot,  your 
ability  to  obtain  Lmids  at  any  future  period  will 
be  entirely  annihilated;  for  once  let  it  be  ascer- 
taiaed  that  your  punctuality  is'not  to  be  depended 
01,  rely  on  it,  it  w^ill  be  idle  to  attempt  to  borrow. 
miiat,  sir.  has  hitherto  kept  up  the  price  of  Amer- 
ican stodc  at  home  and  abroad  ?  It  has  been 
that  rigid  regard  to  justice  and  good  faith  which 
has  at  all  times  characterized  this  Goyernment. 
There  are  cases  in  which,  probably,  a  government 
migiitfail  puDctoally  to  comply  with  its  engage- 
aests,  and  still  the  public  credit  might  not  be 
gready  affected.  This  would  not,  however,  be 
one  of  those  cases;  because,  in  this  instance, 
there  would  not  only  be  a  failure,  but  it  would 
be  unaccompaDied  with  an  honest  exertion  to- 
sards  compliance.  If,  sir,  the  idea  shall  ever 
meet  with  public  sanction,  that  one  political  party 
maj  incur  a  debt  and  their  political  opponents 
ftand  justified  in  refusing  to  discharge  it,  I  pro- 
aonnce  that  pablic  credit  is  at  an  end,  and  this 
foim  of  govern  ment  will  soon  follow  it.  At  the 
last  lesuon,  a  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Oixlkt)  furnished  the  best  apology  that  could 
be  made  for  his  vote  against  the  loan  bill ;  but  I 
have  heard  nothing  of  the  kind  from  others;  and 
even  his  apology  was  not  very  satisfactory.  Af- 
ter the  passage  of  that  bill,  he  declared  he  would 
have  voted  for  it,  only  he  knew  the  majority  were 
bound  to  pass  it.  He  seemed  justly  to  appreciate 
the  importance  of  preserving  the  public  faitli.  I 
thought  the  sentiment  hooorable  to  him;  but  I 
coldess  it  did  occur  to  me  that  he  had  adopted 
too  easy  a  method  to  get  clear  of  the  trouble  of 
doing  his  duty  for  himself.  I  did  suppose  that 
the  better  way  was  for  each  individual  to  do  that 
which  appeared  risht  to  himself,  and  not  leave 
it  to  others  to  per^rm  it  for  him.  If,  however, 
that  gentleman  can  reconcile  such  conduct  to  his 
oivn  conscience,  it  is  not  for  me  to  censure  or 
condemn.  Who,  Mr.  Chairman,  complain  most 
of  the  defenceless  state  of  the  country  1  The 
very  men  who  refuse  to  grant  men  and  money 
foe  lU  defence.  They  say  they  need  protection, 
and  criminate  the  Government  for  the  want  of 
it;  and  at  the  same  time  use  all  their  exertions 
to  withhold  from  the  Administration  the  means 
of  Detecting  them. 

8ir^  members  venerable  for  their  age  and  ex- 
perieneey  and  more  so  for  their  pursuits  in  life: 
(for  they  profess  to  be  the  interpreters  of  the  word 
of  troth})  have  said  in  debate  that  this  is  a  wicked 
Md  Irreligious  war;  and  quote  the  expressions, 
**Thon  shall  not  kill,"  &c.,  *'Love  thy  neighbor 
as  thyself^"  dbc..  in  support  of  this  charge.  Do 
these  gentlemen  suppose  that  the  book  to  which 
ihev  refer,  the  authority  of  which  all  admit,  is  so 
lici/e  understood  that  misinterpretations  of  this 
Idnd  can  be  practised  successfully  1  Can  it  be 
believed,  that  that  Deity,  who,  on  many  occasions, 
expressly  commanded  wars  to  be  made ;  he  who 


led  his  favorite  people  to  battle,  and  was  a  shield 
and  defence  to  them  in  the  hour  of  danger,  should 
condemn  all  wars  as  unlawful  ?  These  gdhtle- 
men  haVe  forgotten  that  the  British  Government, 
which  they  consider  as  the  ffreat  promoter  of 
Christianity,  is  io  the  habit  of  shedding  human 
blood  hy  her  wars.  Yes,  that  moral  and  religious 
nation  is  more  frequently  engaged  in  war  than 
any  other;  not  defensive  wars  only,  but  offensive 
foreign  wars.  Examine  her  history,  and  you 
will  find  that  within  the  last  six  hundred  and 
ten  years  she  has  been  at  war  two  hundred  and 
sixty-one  years  with  a  single  nation ;  and  during 
that  period  she  has  never  been  invaded,  though 
at  particular  periods  greatly  threatened.  The 
same  eentlemen  affect  to  value  the  blessings 
of  civil  liberty,  as  enjoyed  by  us,  and  to  revere 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  and  can 
they  not  remember  that  these  are  the  effects  of 
the  war  of  the  Revolution  ?  If  all  wars  are  for- 
bidden by  the  law  of  God,  the  Revolution  was 
an  immoral  and  wicked  thing,  and  those  who 
achieved  it  are  liable  to  censure,  rather  tBan  en- 
titled to  that  praise  which  all  parties  unite  in  be« 
stowing  on  them. 

It  is  also  ^lleeed  that  it  is  unjust  to  invade 
Canada.  In  the  Revolutionary  war  it  was  inva- 
ded ;  and  I  defy  those  who  pretend  they  are  the 
disciples  of  Washington,  to  show  any  difference 
in  principle  between  the  propriety  of  an  invasion 
then^  and  an  invasion  now.  Yet  at  that  period 
the  illustrious  man  who  commanded  the  Aiher- 
icao  armies,  and  all  those  who  were  united  with 
him  in  rescuing  this  country  from  the  unfeeling 
grasp  of  a  foreign  tyrant,  decided  that  the  con- 
quest of  the  Canadas  was  just  and  expedient, 

I  come  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  speak  on  that 
point  which  produced  the  necessity  of  my  ad- 
dressing you:  Mora/ freotfOTt— that  sentiment  ex- 
pressed by  me  at  a  former  session,  which  has 
excited  so'  much  sensibility,  and  given  rise  to  so 
much  censure.  To  whom  have  I  ascribed  it? 
Not  to  those  who  exercise  their  Constitutional 
privilege  of  opposing  measures  before  they  are 
adopted  by  the  constituted  authorities;  not  to 
those  who  shall,  even  after  their  adoption,  deliver 
their  sentiments  freely  against  them ;  not  to  those 
who  shall  fail  to  join  the  Army  themselves,  or 
decline  to  loan  tbeir  money ;  but  to  those  who 
shall  exert  their  influence  to  prevent  others  from 
enlisting,  and  shall  combine  together  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  loans  from  being  filled.  Men 
of  the  latter  description,  I  did  say,  were,  in  my 
judgment,  guilty  of  treason  in  a  moral  point  of 
view.  I  say  so  still.  It  is  an  opinion  which  re- 
flection has  doubly  confirmed ;  it  is  an  opinion  I 
shall  never  retract.  So  far  from  it,  would  to  God 
it  were  written  in  letters  of  sunshine  in  the  very 
centre  of  Heaven,  that  all  the  world  might  reaa. 
It  is  opposing  the  laws  after  they  are  constitu- 
tionally enacted;  it  is  attempting  to  prevent  the 
operation  of  the  laws  by  other  means  than  a  re- 
peal of  them ;  and  the  latter  is  the  only  way  in 
which  I  believe  the  effect  of  any  law  can  with 
propriety  be  defeated. 

Gentlemen  who  are  so  very  sensitive  on  this 
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snbjett  had  better  look  tock  a  few  jrears,  and  see 
bow  ibey  tbougrbt  and  acted  when  in  power,  and 
perhaps  a  review  of  this  kind  will  show,  them 
the  true  difference  between  ns  on  this  point.  We 
say  such  conduct  as  I  haire  described  is  uojusii* 
fiible.  We  advise,  we  admonish,  we  entreat 
those  who  practise  rt,  to  desist.  Not  so  in  1798. 
The  party  then  in  power  acted;  they  passed  their 
Sedition  law;  they  recorded  their  disapprobation 
of  such  conduct ;  and  a  republican  member  of 
Oongress,  from  Vermont,  suffered  the  penalties 
imposed.  And,  sir,  recollect,  this  look  place  in 
what  is  called  the  quoii  loar  with  France,  and 
not  it  a  period  when  dangers  a^sailed  the  nation 
o«  every  side,  as  at  present. 

Let  us  recur  to  that  law,  and  see  whether  its 
provisions  would  not  punish  those  guilty  of  such 
conduct  as  I  have  censured : 

Ao  Act  m  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  *'An  act  for  the 

Sonishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
states." 

8bc.  U  B^  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Bowie  of 
R^eeentaiivei  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
Congreu  aaaembhd,  That  if  any  person  shall  unlaw- 
iiilly  combine  or  conspire  together,  with  intent  to  op- 
pose any  measure  or  measures  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  which  are  or  shall  be  directed  by 
proper  authority,  or  to  impede  the  operation  of  any 
law  of  the  United  States,  or  to  intimidate  or  prevent 
any  person  holding  a  place  or  office  in  or  under  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  from  undertaking, 
performing,  or  executing  his  trust  or  duty ;  and  if  any 
person  or  persons,  with  intent  as  aforesaid,  shall  conn* 
ael,  advise,  or  attempt  to  procure  any  insurrection, 
riot,  unlawful  assembly,  or  combination,  whether  such 
conspiracy,  threatening,  counsel,  advice,  or  attempt, 
shall  have  the  proposed  efiect  or  not,  he  or  they  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  high  mbdemeanor,  and,  on  con- 
victiott  before  any  court  of  the  United  States  having 
jurisdiction  thereof  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not 
exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  and  by  imprisonment 
during  a  term  not  less  than  six  months,  nor  exceeding 
five  years ;  and  further,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court, 
may  be  bolden  to  find  sureties  for  his  good  behaviour 
in  such  sum,  and  for  such  time,  as  the  said  court  may 
direcU 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  per- 
son shall  write,  print,  utter,  or  publish,  or  shill  cause 
or  procure  to  be  written,  printed,  ottered,  or  published, 
or  shall  knowingly  and  willingly  assist  or  aid  in  writ- 
ing, printing,  uttering,  or  publishing  any  false,  scan- 
diSous,  and  malicious  writing  or  writings  sgainst  the 
Govern moit  of  the  United  States,  or  either  House  of 
the  t^ongress  of  the  United  Sutes,  or  the  President  of 
the  UniMd  States,  with  intent  to  defome  the  said  Gov- 
ernment, or  either  House  of  the  said  Congrets,  or  the 
utd  President,  or  to  bring  them,  or  either  of  them, 
into  disrepute ;  or  to  excite  against  them,  or  either,  or 
any.  of  them,  the  hatred  of  the  good  people  of  the 
United  Statea,  or  to  stir  up  sedition  within  the  United 
States,  or  to  excite  any  unlawful  combinations  therein, 
for  opposing  or  resisting  any  law  of  the  United  States, 
or  anv  act  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
done  in  pursuance  of  any  such  law,  or  of  the  powers 
in  him  vested  by  the  Ccnstitution  of  the  United  States, 
or  to  resist,  oppose,  or  defeat  any  ruch  law  or  act ;  or 
to  aid,  encourage,  or  abet  soy  hostile  designs  of  any 
foreign  nation  against  the  United  States,  their  people, 


or  Geremment,  then  such  persotr,  being  thereof  < 
victed  before  any  court  of  the  United  States  bavliif 
jurisdiction  thereof^  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not 
exceeding  two  thousand  doUaitt,  and  by  ianpriaoMMnt 
not  exceeiding  two  yean. 

NoWj  sir,  examine  the  extent  of  theprovisioot 
I  have  read.  It  is  declared,  that  if  any  persona 
shall  unlawfully  combine  or  conspire  togethery 
with  intent  to  oppose  any  measure  or  measurea 
of  the  General  Government,  which  are  or  shall 
be  directed  by  proper  authority,  or  to  impede  the 
operation  of  any  law  of  the  Ubited  States,  dke. 
Suppose  the  first  branch  of  the  sentence  should 
be  construed  to  extend  to  cases  only  where  opea 
force  was  intended  to  be  applied,^et  the  terma 
*^to  combine  or  conspire  together,  with  intent  to 
impede  the  operation  of  any-  law  of  the  United 
States,"  would  clearly  embrace  those  who  coon- 
bine  and  conspire  together  to  prevent  the  filling 
of  the  loans  and  the  ranks  ot  the  Army.  Ob- 
serve, Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  second  section,  how 
careful  those  who  now  talk  so  much  about  the 
liberty  of  sp#ech  and  of  the  press  were  to  guard 
themselves  from  the  attacks  of  their  opponents. 
*'To  defame  either  House  of  Con^^resa,  or  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  intent  to 
bring  them  into  contempt  or  disrepute,**  wfta 
made  punishable.  And  this  bill  passeid  the  Seag- 
ate of  the  United  States,  containing  only  the  two 
sections  I  have  read,  and  without  any  provision 
that  the  truth  mieht  be  given  in  evidence  on  the 
trial.  Thus  far  1  speak  of  the  facts  as  the  public 
records  prove  them  to  be.  I  examined  them  on 
yesterday.  And  I  am  informed  by  a  venerable 
gentleman,  then  and  now  a  member  of  this  House, 
that,  with  great  difficulty,  a  predecessor  of  mine 
(Mr.  Claiborne)  procured,  in  the  House  of  Rep* 
resentaiires,  ^he  insertion  of  the  tjiird  section, 
which  declares  that  the  truth  mav  be  given  in 
evidence  on  the  trial.  Without  tnis  provision, 
what  would  have  been  the  condition  of  men  pros- 
ecuted under  that  law?  The  principles  of  the 
common  law  would  have  been  applied,  and  every 
ffenileman  of  the  law  wilt  admit,  that  in  cases  of 
libels,  the  truth  could  not  be  given  in  evidence  ia 
justification  of  the  defendant.  Here,  then,  ac- 
cording to  the  act  of  the  Senati,  the  President 
•nd  each  House  of  Congress  had  eflfectually  se- 
cured their  conduct  from  investigation;  and  to 
the  citizen  who  should  arraign  them  before  the 
bar  of  public  opinion,  troth  afforded  no  protee- 
tion.  Have  any  attempts  of  this  kind  been  made 
since  the  commencement  of  the  Republican  Ad- 
ministration t  No,  sir.  And  have  not  the  Preai* 
dent  and  both  Houses  of  Congress  been  slandered, 
and  basely  slandered  ?  The  present  majority  wish 
not  to  hide  their  conduct  rrom  public  view  and 
scrutity.  All  that  is  wished  for  is,  that  those 
who  are  opposed  to  them  shoul()  so  act  as  not  to 
injure  the  public  service.  Those  whose  object  is 
the  public  good  need  not  the  aid  of  sedition  laws. 
They  only  need  them  whose  actions  cannot  bear 
the  light  of  truth.  We  wi»h  to  effect  our  object, 
not  by  fines  and  imprisonments,  as  our  predecea- 
sorsdid,  but  by  making  it  disreputable  in  the  public 
estimation  to  injure  the  country  by  indirect  means. 
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So  folly,  Mr.  ChairmaD,  am  I  satisfied  of  the 
,eofreetBC8s  of  the  sentiments  I  liare  at  all  times 
estertaioed  on  this  subject,  that  should  it  be  my 
lot  to  be  placed  in  a  minority,  however  freely  I 
might  express  my  opinions  of  measures,  no  ioi- 
pediment  should  ever  be  thrown  by  me  in  the 
way  of  die  execution,  or  operations  of  the  laws, 
■  wbea  once  enaeted  except  so  far  as  an  attempt  to 
lepeil  them  miffht  ha?e  that  tendency. 

AgentleoaofromNewYork  (Mr.GROSVENoa) 
Jiad  certainly  not  well  considered  the  application 
of  m  aentiaient  expressed  by  him,  ot  sure  I  am  he 
would  not  liaFe  relied  on  it  as  a  justification  of 
tke  eoadoci  of  the  minority  in  this  House.  He 
^ya^  thMt  opposition  is  useful  and  beneficial,  and 
to  prore  this,  he  declares  that  had  it  not  been  for 
the  opposition  members  of  the  British  Parliament, 
the  American  KeTolution  would  never  have  been 
eftcted.  Grant  it.  We  are  in  the  habit  of  ad- 
aicin^  and  praisinj^  those  who  opposed  the  Brit- 
ish Ministry  during  that  struggle,  because  much 
good  has  resnlted  to  the  American  people  from 
their  opposition.  But  if  the  interest  of  Qreat 
Bdmin  required  that  she  should  retain  the  then 
colonies  as  a  part  of  her  dominions,  have  the  la- 
bocs  of  these  men  benefited  their  own  country — 
have  the  people  of  Great  Britain  any  cause  to 
thank  them  for  their  exertions?  Suppose  the 
Oppoaition  here  should  so  far  prevail  as  to  com- 
M  the  Administration  to  yield  the  great  points 
IB  eontrovecsy  between  the  two  nations  and  sur- 
render essential  Americin  rights — the  same  Ian- 
nage  we  now  ase  in  relation  to  the  Opposition 
laBndbnd.  during  our  struggle  for  independence, 
■igbtDe  applied  to  the  Opposition  in  this  coun- 
try I7  Knglishmen;  but  the  American  people 
.  coold  feel  under  no  obligations  to  them. 

Another  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
SsiPBnRo)  said,  that  we,  the  majority,  are  pre- 
jniiced  against  the  religion  of  England.  Sir, 
thb  is  the  onkindest  cut  of  all.  I  had  hoped  that 
the  vanity  <^  the  minority  would  have  been  sat- 
uMttd  m  claiming  for  their  party  all  the  ulents 
and  political  integrity  of  the  country ;  but,  not 
contented  with  depriving  us  of  all  respectability 
aai  comfort  in  this  life,  they  even  auempt  to 
deprive  us  of  every  hope  for  happiness  in  the 
wodd  to  come.  This  charge  we  repel  with  in- 
dication. If  we  do  not  make  as  many  religious 
'  *  .it  does  not  therefore  follow  that  we 
rtme  religion  than  our  political  oppo- 
UBH«*.  Sirjivhat  does  the  gentleman  mean  by  the 
ral^ion  of  &ngland  ?  I  presume  he  meaQs  what 
is  generally  understood  to  be  the  Protestant,  in 
ceniradiccioa  to  the  Catholic  faith.  If  so,  how 
snil  m  portian  of  the  American  people  profess 
the  latter  7  They  are  few  in  number  and  respec- 
tahk^considerJag  their  number ;  but,  they  neither 
have  the  ability  nor  disposition  to  excite  preju- 
dicssagainst  ^le  religion  of  England.  The  great 
body  CI  the  people  composio^r  the  present  polit- 
ical malorityi  profess  the  rehgion  of  that'country 
from  whieh  they  descended,  and  cannot  therefore 
on  that  account  feel  any  prejudices  against  Great 
Britain. 

We  not  only  feel  no  prejudices  against  that 
ISth  Coy.  2d  Sssa. — 49 


nation,  but  we  feel  our  partialities  for  it.  It  is 
the  land  of  our  fathers,  and  therefore  we  are  par- 
tial to  it ;  the  English  language  is  our  language, 
and  therefore  we  are  partial  to  it ;  all  our  insti- 
tutions, eicept  those  of  a  political  kind,  derive 
their  origin  from  that  country,  and  therefore  we 
are  partial  to  it ;  we  are  tauj|ht  knowledge  from 
English  sources,  and  therefore  we  are  partial  to 
it.  1  confess,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  under  the  in- 
fluence of  these  partialities.  But  shall  f,  on  that 
account,  forget  my  own  country?  Shall  I  be 
actuated  by  such  feelings  so  far  as  to  permit  that 
nation  to  trample  under  foot  the  sovereignty  of 
the  United  Stales?  No,  sir,  1  lore  my  country 
better  than  I  love  England. 

The  same  gentleman  has  said;  thai  that  Gor- 
ernment  has  done  more  to  christianize  the  world 
than  all  other  nations.  Sir,  look  to  India,  and  the 
crimsoned  flood  of  the  sacred  Gkmges  will  tell 
you  what  that  Government  has  done  to  christian- 
ize the  world.  View  the  idol  of  Juggernaut,  and 
the  mass  of  human  misery  and  death  which  b 
produced  by  an  idolatrous  superstition,  which  is 
not  only  permitted,  but  promoted,  by  this  chris- 
tianizing (xovernment,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
raising  a  revenue  for  the  British  Crown.  Sir,  a 
strong  British  guard  is  there  kept  to  encourage  . 
superstition,  and  exact  a  tax  from  the  deluded 
pilgrims  who  resort  to  that  place  to  worship. 
That  there  are  many  associations  of  pious  men 
in  England,  who  have  done  much  to  benefit  man- 
kind, IS  readily  admitted  ;  but  their  acts  are  not 
the  acts  of  the  Government;  nor  has  the  Gov- 
ernment at  all  times  approved  of  them,  else  how 
did  it  happen  that  the  missionaries  Gordon,  Mor- 
rison, and  Lee,  were  not  permitted  to  depart  for 
India  and  China  in  British  vessels,  but  were  com- 
pelled to  come  to  America  to  obtain  passage  in 
an  American  ship,  in  the  execution  of  their  mis- 
sion ?  Sir,  these  things  I  sboul4  oot  have  brought 
to  the  view  of  the  Committee,  had  not  the  strange 
course  in  debate  taken  by  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  rendered  it  necessary. 

Mr.  Chairman-^  is  insinuated  that  the  In- 
dian war  has  been  produced  by  the  conduct  of 
the  Gk>veroment  of  the  United  States.  I  ask  gen- 
tlemen to  show  in  what  manner  this  has  been 
done  ?  It  cannot  be  shown ;  so  far  from  it,  ever^ 
exertion  has  been  used  to  ameliorate  the  condi- 
tion of  that  unfortunate  people,  and  save  them 
from  that  destruction  which  a  war  with  the 
United  Sutes  must  inevitably  bring  upon  them. 
You  have  sent  your  agents  amongst  them  to 
teach  them  the  aru  of  civilization,  and,  while 
your  Government  was  thus  engaged,  the  agents 
and  traders  of  Great  Britain  were  employed  in 
preventing  the  progress  of  your  labors.  You  sent 
your  teachers,  your  bibles^  and  your  testaments ; 
they  sent  their  rum,  their  irinkeu,  and  their 
baubles. 

'  Sir,  during  the  last  Indian  war,  and  after  the 
treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Briuin,  the  agents  of  that  Government  fur- 
nished the  Indians  with  supplies  to  carry  on  their 
savage  warfare,  and  ever  since  they  have  been 
busied  in  inculcating  on  their  minds  sentiments 
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hostile  to  the  people  of  the  United  States.  They 
have  been  told,  as  the  public  documents  abun- 
dantly prove,  to  be  prepared  to  strike  the  bloY7, 
whenever  a  rupture  should  take  place  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States;  and  it  was 
owin^  to  their  being  overcbarfi;ed  with  sentiments 
of  this  kind,  that  induced  them  to  commence 
hostilities  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  before  the 
declaration  of  war. 

Mr.  Chairman,  look  at  that  Indian  war  which 
is  now  ngine  in  all  its  fury  in  the  Southwest, 
and  account  for  its  origin  ?  What  cause  of  com- 
plaint has  the  Creek  Nation  ever  had  against  the 
United  States  ?  None  is  pretended ;  it  originated 
in  the  manner  pointed  out  to  me  by  the  captive 
chief  of  that  nation,  who  is  now  confined  in  the 
town  in  which  I  live.  When  asked,  why  his  peo- 
ple had  made  war  on  the  United  States,  he  re- 
plied :  *'  A  letter  came  from  the  North  ;  a  council 

*  of  the  chiefs  was  held ;  we  were  promised  arms 
'  and  everything  else  necessary,  if  we  could  make 
'  war  on  the  United  States ;  we  were  told  that  the 
'  British  would  assist  us  in  recovering  our  lands 
'  and  driving  the  people  of  the  United  States  from 
'  them, and  that  the  ancient  order  of  things  should 
^  be  restored — upon  these  conditions  war  was  de- 

*  eided  on."  This,  sir,  is  the  way  ii  which  Great 
Brtt|iin  christianizes  the  world,    y 

A  gentleman  from  Connecticut  f  Mr.  Pitkin) 
says,  that  the  Administtation  has  aoandoned  the 
ground  first  taken  with  regard  to  impressment, 
and  an  arrangement  on  that  subject  is  all  that  is 
now  expected,  and  not  a  formal  relinquishment  of 
the  right  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  Sir,  a  secu- 
rity against  impressmentisall  that  was  everasked; 
and  to  us  it  is  altogether  immaterial,  whether  it 
he  by  a  renunciation  of  the  right,  or  an  arrange- 
ment by  which  the  officers  of  the  British  navy 
shall  be  prohitHted  from  entering  American  ves- 
sels and  taking  from  them  American  citizens. 
And  it  only  requires  that  this  point  should  be 
fairly  stated,  to  prove  that  the  enemy  can  settle 
it,  whenever  he  is  disposed  to  act  justly  towards 
this  nation.  It  has  been  alleged  by  Great  Brit- 
ain, that  her  seafaring  subjects,  whose  services 
the  needs,  escape  from  her  employment  and  enter 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  and  to  re- 
claim them,  she  has  been  compelled  to  permit 
her  officers  to  enter  American  vessels  and  seize 
Chem.  By  the  passage  of  a  bill,  commonly  called 
Che  seamen's  bill,  this  Government  has  declared 
Chat  this  pretext  for  impressment  shall  no  longer 
exist,  for  British  seamen  shall  not  be  engaged  in 
the  American  service,  and  adequate  provisions 
are  made  to  effectuate  the  object  professed.  If 
Chen  Great  Britain  is  disposed  for  peace,  this  sub- 
ject can  form  no  obstacle. 

It  is  said,  that  England  and  her  allies,  since  the 
late  great  events  in  JSurope  are  omnipotent.  On 
Chis  point,  gentlemen  may  calculate  too  strongly; 
it  is  one  on  which  no  man  in  this  country  can 
apeak  with  confidence;  but  it  seems  to  me  not 
improbable  that  the  influence  of  England  on  the 
Continent  of  Europe  has  already  or  will  soon 
cease.  Hitherto  the  power  of  France,  which 
threatened  to  annihilate  the  Northern  Powers, 


united  them  with  England  in  opposing  the  Em- 
peror of  the  French.  But  now,  when  France  is 
reduced  almost,  if  not  entirely  to  its  ancient  lim- 
its, and  ceases  to  be  a  terror  to  them,  is  there  not 
every  reason  to  believe,  that  having  humbled  the 
tyrant  of  the  land,  they  will  turn  their  attention 
to  the  tyrant  of  the  ocean  ?  Sir,  I  cannot  believe 
that  Alexander  the  Mediator,  or  Deliverer,  if  you 
please,  will  consent  to  surrender  to  Great  britain 
those  maritime  rights  for  which  his  Governmeat 
has  at  all  times  contended.  True,  sir,  while  Rus- 
sia was  struggling  for  her  existence,  while  a  pow- 
erful invasion  threatened  the  capital  of  her  Em- 
pire, her  maritime  claims  were  permitted  to  rest, 
but  they  were  never  abandoned ;  and  let  it  be  re- 
collected, that  her  maritime  claims  at  all  times 
have  equalled,  if  not  exceeded  those  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Another  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Sher- 
woon)  has  told  you  that  the  subject  of  impress- 
ment was  never  considered  as  a  cause  of  war. 
This  has  often  been  said  before  and  as  often  refu- 
ted—need I  refer  you  to  the  uniform  sentiment  of 
this  Government  for  upwards  of  twenty  years, 
and  under  every  Administration? 

Sir,  all  parties  when  in  power  have  concurred 
in  declaring  it  to  be  an  evil  not  to  be  borne.  It 
is  somewhat  remarkable,  that  however  great  the 
differences  of  opinion  on  other  political  subjects, 
in  this  all  concurred.  Mr.  Washington,  Mr. 
Pickering,  Mr.  Marshall,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Stod- 
dart,  Mr.  McHenry,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Monroe,  Mr.  King,  have  each  in  their  tura 
declared  the  impressment  of  our  citizens  as  prac- 
tised by  Great  Britain  to  be  a  sufficient  cause  of 
war — and  if  persisted  in.  it  would  result  in  an 
open  rupture  between  the  two  countries  -,  and  al- 
though gendemepi  now  say^  that  this  formed  no 
inducement  for  the  declaration  of  war,  at  the  ses- 
sion when  it  was  declared,  yet  examine  the  pub- 
lic documents  of  that  period,  and  it  will  be  dis- 
covered, that  it  was  considered  and  treated  as 
a  prominent  cause  of  war.  Indulge  me  in  read- 
ing a  paragraph  from  the  first  report  made  by 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs  at  that  ses- 
sion j  the  language  of  the  Committee  is:  "Your 

*  committee  are  not,  however,  of  that  sect  whose 
'  worship  is  at  the  shrine  of  a  calculating  ava- 
'  rice ;  and,  while  we  are  l^ing  before  you  the 
*just  coniplaiQts  of  our  merchants  against  the 
'  plunder  of  their  ships  and  cargoes,  we  cannot  re- 
^  train  from  presenting  to  the  justice  and   hn- 

*  manity.  of  our  country  the  unhappy  case  of 
'  our  impressed  seamen.    Although  the  groans  of 

<  those  victims  of  barbarity  for  the  loss  of  (what 

*  should  be  dearer  to  Americans  than  life)  their 

*  liberty;  although  the  cries  of  their  wives  and  chil- 

*  dren  in  the  privation  of  protectors  and  parents 
^  have  of  late  been  drowned  in  louder  clamors  at 

*  the  loss  of  property ;  yet  is  the  practice  of  for- 
^  cing  our  mariners  into  the  British  navy,  in  vio- 
'  lation  of  the  rights  of  our  fiag,  carried  on  with 
'  unabated  vigor  and  severity.  If  it  be  our  duty 
'  to  encourage  the  fair  and  legitimate  commerce 

<  of  this  country  by  protecting  the  propertv  of  the 

<  merchants ;  then  indeed,  by  as  much  as  life  aod 
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*  liberty  are  more  estimable  than  ships  and  goods, 

*  so  much  more  impressive  is  the  duty  to  shield 
'  the  persons  of  oar  seamen,  whose  hard  and  hon* 
'est  services  are  employed,  equally  with  those  of 

*  the  merchants,  in  advancin^^  under  the  mantle  of 
'  its  laws  the  interests  of  this  country." 

I  eoald  refer  you  to  other  documents  of  that 
session  containing  sentiments  of  the  same  kind, 
hot  this  I  deem  sufficient  to  do  away  the  effect  of 
iasinaations  made  by  those  who  were  not  then 
members,  and  know  but  little  on  the  subject.  A 
gentieman  from  Virginia  (Mr.SHEFFBT)  has  said, 
that  the  number  of  American  seamen  impressed 
by  the  British  has  been  exaggerated. '  How  is 
tkis  proTed  1  By  bare  assertion,  and  not  other- 
wise. The  official  reports  from  the  American 
Gbrernment,  show  the  number  to  be  6,257 :  this 
statement  I  will  rely  on  until  its  incorrectness  is 
shown.  But  admit  it  to  be  incorrect,  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh,  in  the  British  Parliament,  admitted  that 
1,600  American  citizens  had  been  impressed;  this 
admission  is  surely  good  evidence  against  the 
British  Goyernment ;  and  recollect  these  are  ad- 
mitted to  be  Batire  American  citizens,  not  Brit- 
ish snbjects  naturalized  in  this  country.  Now 
let  me  ask  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  whether 
if  1,M)  men  were  forcibly  taken  from  his  district 
by  any  foreign  Power,  he  would  not  say  it  was 
sufficient  cause  of  war,  and  would  not  condemn 
fheGorernment  that  would  refuse  them  protec- 
tion ?  I  am  bound  to  believe  he  would  ;  if  so,  19 
the  principle  changed  when  they  are  taken  from 
any  other  quarter  ?  Sir,  so  long  as  we  are  one 
nation,  the  same  protection  must  be  extended  to 
every  portion  of  the  community. 

One  word  more  in  reply  to  that  gentleman,  in 
behalf  of  my  friend  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Sharp.) 
who  is  detained  by  sickness  from  his  seat  in  this 
House.  I  understand  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia as  saying  that  his  (Mr.  Shabp's)  constitu- 
ents were  so  uninformed  on  political  subjects  as 
not  to  have  known  of  the  existence  of  the  Orders 
in  Council  until  last  year.  • 

Sir.  Sheffet  here  explained,  by  saying  that 
t  he  had  said  was  in  reference  to  a  statement 
Bade  by  a  member  from  Maryland  at  the  last 
tesiioo,  and  not  intending  to  make  such  charge 
himiein 

Mi.  Qaonot  proceeded.  It  is  then  a  matter  of 
TexvUtde  consequence:  I  will,  however  suggest 
to  tac  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  he  perhaps 
ahooJd  be  the  last  member  on  the  floor,  who 
should  provoke  an  inquiry  into  the  comparative 
degree  of  intelligence  and  information  which  is 
to  be  found  in  different  districts.  I  well  knew 
Utti  mjr  friend's  district  would  have  nothing  to 
fear  from  stick  a  comparison  with  the  district 

,_ented  br  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

¥e  are  tola,  that  before  the  declaration  of  war 
the  minority  warned  the  majdrity  of  the  conse- 
quences that  were  to  follow,  and  predicted  all  the 
utt/brtonate  events  which  have  taken  place ;  true, 
sir,  they  did,  and  much  more;  they  told  us  that 
Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Nor- 
Uk,  and  Charleston,  would  immediately  be  re- 
duced to  ashes,  and  the  whole  seaboard  laid  waste. 


What,  sir,  has  been  done?  Havre  de  Chrace, 
Frenchtown,  and  a  few  other  inconiderable  vil- 
lages have  been  destroyed ;  what  else  7  **  Let  the 
blushing  streets  of  Hampton  answer!"  Sir,  the 
enemy  has  made  no  solid  impression  on  the  coun- 
try ;  they  have  carried  on  a  kind  of  warfare  cal- 
culated to  irritate  and  unite  the  American  peo- 
ple in  the  prosecution  of  the.  war. 

A  gentleman  from  New  York  asserted  that  we 
are  waging  this  war  to  protect  a  set  of  renegado 
Irishmen.  Sir,  he  is  mistaken.  It  is  an  Ameri- 
,  can  war,  carried  on  to  secure  American  rights, 
and  I  have  the  fullest  confidence  that  the  nation 
will  support  the  majority  in  every  measure  cal- 
culated to  give  vigor  to  it,  until  it  can  be  brought 
to  a  just  and  honorable  termination. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  addressed  the 
House  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  fear  I  am  about  to  engage  in 
a  very  injudicious  attempt— I  fear  that  the  pa- 
tience of  the  Committee  is  exhausted,  and  that  it 
would  be  idle  to  hope  for  their  attention.  It  was 
oricinally  my  wish  to'  claim  their  notice  at  an 
early  stage  of  the  debate;  but  I  found  this  wish 
was  not  to  be  effected  but  by  a  competition  for 
the  floor,  and  I  thought  such  a  competition  not 
justified  by  the  nature  of  the  remarks  which  I 
had  to  submit.  Under  these  impressions  I  had 
made  up  my  mind  to  wait  until  some  favorable 
unoccupied  interval  should  be  presented ;  and  I 
should  not  now  have  presumed  to  anticipate 
other  gentlemen  who  seem  disposed  to  address 
you,  but  for  some  extraordinary  observations 
which  have  just  been  uttered,  and  which  in  my 
opinion  demand  immediate  animad?ersion. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who  has  this 
moment  resumed  his  seat,  (Mr.  Grdnot^  seems 
a  little  sore  that  his  doctrine  of  Moral  Treason, 
which  he  promulgated  at  the  last  session,  should 
have  been  so  vehemently  oppugned  by  the  per- 
sons for  whose  benefit  he  had  compiled  it.  I  am 
not  of  the  number  of  those,  Mr.  Chairman,  who 
have  deemed  this  doctrine  worthy  of  examination. 
As  originally  understood,  it  was  so  preposterous 
and  so  repugnant  to  the  principles  ot  our  Consti- 
tution, that  every  intelligent  freeman  found  its 
refutation  in  the  consciousness  of  his  own  liberty* 
By  subsequent  explanations  and  definitions  it  has 
been  so  attenuated  and  subtilized,  that  what  was 
never  very  distinct,  now  almost  eludes  percej)- 
tion.  According  to  the  last  attempt  at  exposi- 
tion, if  it  have  any  meaning,  it  would  seem  to 
embrace  systematic  efforts  to  persuade  capitalists 
not  to  lend  money,  and  the  unthinking  youth  not 
to  enlist  as  soldiers  to  carry  on  the  war  against 
Canada.  His  denunciations  of  such  a  system — 
of  the  existence  of  which  I  know  nothing;  and 
which,  if  it  exist,  is  innocent  or  crimiiial  accord- 
ing to  the  motives  from  which  it  springs— pass 
by  me  altogether  unheeded.  But  his  unfounded 
imputations  upon  some  of  the  best  men  and  truest 
patriots  of  the  country,  and  his  attempt  to  sup- 
port his  doctrine  by  their  example,  ought  10  be 
repelled,  and  a  very  short  notice  will  sufiioe  for 
that  purpose. 

The  gentleman  has  referred  to  the  act  of  14th 
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July,  1798,  the  much  misrepresented  and  abused 
Sedition  law.  It  is  difficult  for  me  to  express  my 
astonishment  at  the  construction  which  be  affixes 
to  the  first  section  of  this  act.  Need  we  wonder 
at  any  error,  however  gross,  at  any  prejudice, 
however  irrational,  prevailing  in  respect  to  party 
measures  and  party  opinions,  when  we  find  a 
p;entleman  assigning  to  a  law  a  mean 


.but  for  What  we  have  heard,  would 
have  been  pronounced  impossible  on  the  part  of 
any  man  oi  ordinary  good  sense?  The  first  sec- 
tion of  this  law  declares,  that  if  any  persons  shall 
conspire  togiether  with  intent  to  oppose  any  meas- 
ures of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  in  pursuance  of  such  intent  shall  counsel,  or 
attempt  to  procure  insurrections,  riots,  &c.,  they 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  punish- 
able by  fine  and  imprisonment.  Can  it  be  neces- 
sary to  ask  what  was  meant  in  this  law  by  the 
expression  ^'  with  intent  to  oppose  any  measures 
of  the  Government  7"  To  oppose,  in  its  plain 
original  sense,  necessarily  implies  physical  resist- 
ance— the  exercise  of  force.  It  is  metaphorically 
used,  indeed,  to  signify  dissuasion,  as  the  word  to 
cora^pat  is  applied  to  denote  a  controversy  in 
argument;  and  a  law  prohibiting  single  combats 
flight  as  well  be  interpreted  to  forbid  controver- 
sies in  discourse,  as  a  law  prohibiting  opposition 
to  the  measures  of  Government  construed  to  in- 
terdict the  expression  of  honest  opinions  that  may 
retard  their  operations.  But  the  act  is  still  more 
explicit.  To  constitute  crime  It  requires  not  only 
that  the  persons  should  combine  "  with  intent  to 
oppose  the  measures  of  Government,"  but  that  in 
pursuance  of  such  Intent  they  should  proceed  to 
"counsel  or  attempt  to  procure  insurrections, 
liots,"  ^.  The  design  of  the  act  is  unequivocal 
—it  is  to  check  and  punish  incipient  treason  be- 
fore it  has  manifested  itself  in  actual  war  against 
the  nation.  It  was  altogether  unnecessary,  if 
there  had  been  any  common  law  applicable  in 
1;he  courts  of  the  United  States;  for  in  every 
Government  under  Heaven  the  acts  which  it 
describes  are  made  punishable.  A  doubt  whether 
the  common  law  had  a  federal  existence  alone 
occasioned  the  passing  of  the  law.  Yet  we  are 
gravely  asked,  if,  in  the  year  1798,  men  had  com- 
bined together  to  dissuade  persons  from  lending 
money  to  the  Government,  or  from  enlisting  in 
the  army,  whether  they  could  not  have  been  pun- 
ished under  this  law?  No,  sir — no,  sir.  There 
was  not  a  prosecuting  officer  in  the  United  States 
80  ignorant  of  his  duty  as  to  dare  to  bring  forward 
an  indictment  upon  such  a  pretext. 

To  the  next  section  of  this  abused  act  the  gen- 
tleman has  given  an  interpretation  as  destitute  of 
plausibility  even  as  hi«  exposition  ot  the  first  sec- 
tion. To  find  a  warrant  for  his  doctrine  of  moral 
treason,  or  to  lessen  its  odium  by  casting  reproach 
on  others,  the  gentleman  has  charged  that  this 
section  subjected  to  indictment  and  punishment 
the  publication  of  scandalous  and  malicious  wri- 
tings against  the  Government,  although  they 
might  be  true— and  that  had  it  not  been  for  the 
third  section  of  the  act,  which  his  predecessor 
moved  in  the  House  of  Representatives  after  the 


bill  had  passed  the  Senate,  the  truth  would  have 
afibrded  no  defence  on  an  indictment  for  a  libel 
against  the  Government.  Sir,  this  position  is 
utterly  untenable — no  part  of  it  is  true.  The 
gentleman  must  be  presumed  to  know,  and  ought 
to  recollect,  that  when  an  ofience  is  created  by 
statute,  every  word  of  the  description  of  the 
offence  is  material  and  essential.  What  are  the 
words  describing  the  ofience?'  "If  any  person 
shall  write,  print,  or  publish,  any  false,  scanaalous, 
and  malicious  writing  against  the  Government, 
dtc."  It  is  a  necessary  part  of  the  ofience  that 
the  writing  should  be  false.  If  it  be  not  false, 
then  the  crime  has  not  been  committed,  the  law 
has  not  been  broken,  and  punishment  cannot  be 
inflicted.  Why,  then^  I  may  be  asked,  was  the 
third  section,  moved  by  the  gentleman'^  prede- 
cessor, inserted  in  the  law  ?  The  answer  is,  to 
avoid  all  cavil,  all  real  or  pretended  doubt,  all 
foundation  for  the  charge  that  would  have  been 
made  had  it  been  rejected.  It  might  have  been 
pretended  that  on  an  indictment  for  libel  at  com- 
mon law  the  truth  or  fabehood  of  the  charge  was 
not  a  matter  of  inquiry  before  the  jury,  so,  on  an 
indictment  for  libel  under  this  act,  notwithstand- 
ing its  plain  words,  the  ialsehood  of  the  publica- 
tion was  not  material  to  constitute  the  ofience ; 
and  had  the  proposed  amendment  been  rejected, 
from  the  specimen  we  have  this  day  had  of  the 
course  of  legal  thinking  of  one  of  the  bar  of  Ten- 
nessee, there  is  a  moral  certainty  that  the  law 
would  have  been  there  stigmatized  as  designed  to 
prohibit  the  publication  of  truth.  To  adopt  the 
amendment  removed  all  pretext  for  such  mis- 
representation. It  was  accordingly  incorporated 
into  the  law;  and  to  show  that  it  was  not  intro- 
ductory of  any  new  principle,  it  was  expressed  as 
declaratory  to  the  preceding  section,  "And  be  it 
enacted  and  declared,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  defendant,  on  trial,  to  give  in  evidence,  in  his 
defence,  the  truth  of  the  matter  charged  as  a  libeL^ 
No,  sir,  the  idea  of  punishing  truth  when  pub- 
lished agaiy  t  the  officers  of  the  Government  was 
reserved  until  more  recent  times — until  the  abused 
Sedition  law  had  expired,  and  the  champions  of 
a  free  press  were  safely  &xed  in  power.  Surely 
the  gentleman  has  not  been  so  inattentive  to  the 
course  of  public  proceedings  as  never  to  have 
heard  of  the  case  of  Harry  CrosweU.  He,  for  an 
alleged  libel  on  Mr.  Jefferson,  was  indicted  at 
common  law,  not  under  the  horrible  Sedition  act ; 
he  was  not  permitted  to  prove  the  truth  of  his 
publication,  and  was  thus  convicted! 

I  have  done,  sir.  with  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, his  moral  treason,  and  his  exposidon  of 
the  Sedition  law ;  and  will  endeavor  to  call  your 
attention  to  subjects  not  altogether  so  foreign  from 
the  bill  upon  the  table.  The  object  of  the  bill  is 
to  authorize  a  loan  to  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  precise  proposition  before  you 
is  to  dejclare  what  sum  shall  be  borrowed ;  *'  twenty- 
five  millions  of  dollars."  Enormous  as  is  the  ad- 
dition which  is  thus  proposed  to  be  made  to  our 
debts,  could  it  be  shown  to  be  necessary  to  ac- 
complish any  purpose  demanded  by  the  honor 
and  welfare  of  the  country,  it  assuredly  would 
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meet  with  no  opposition  from  me.  Is  a  loan 
wanted,  or  rerenae  required  to  enable  the  Gor- 
erament  to  pay  off  its  just  engagements  ?  To 
gife  secoritj  and  ])rotection  to  any  part  of  our 
terrUory,  or  any  portion  of  our  citizens  7  To  afford 
to  onr  gallant  Nary  (that  precious  relic  of  better 
days)  such  encouragement  and  extension  as  may 
enable  it  .more  effectuallr  to  yindicate  our  rights 
oa  the  element  where  tney  have  been  assailed? 
My  Yoice  and  assistance  shall  be  cheerfully  ren- 
dered to  obtain  them.  Let  the  present  proposi- 
tion be  withdrawn,  and  let  it  be  moved  to  fill  the 
blank  with  such  sum  as  shall  be  adequate  to  sup- 
ply any  deficiency  of  the  revenue  wanted  for 
these  purposes,  and  I  will  second  the  motion. 
I'iay,  sir,  should  the  present  proposition  be  re- 
jected, (for  while  it  is  pending  a  smaller  sum 
cannot  be  moved,)  and  none  of  those  who  are 
most  conversant  with  the  state  of  our  finances 
should  come  forward  with  a  further  proposition, 
I  will  myself  undertake  to  move  the  sum  which 
shall  appear  competent  to  effect  all  these  objects. 
Bat,  sir,  this  enormous  sum  is  wanted  not  for 
these  purposes ;  it  is  avowedly  not  necessarv,  ex- 
cept to  carry  on  the  scheme  of  invasion  and  con- 
Qoest  against  the  Canadas.  To  this  scheme  I 
have  never  been  a  friend ;  but  to  its  prosecution 
mow.  I  have  invincible  objections,  founded  on 
conaoderationa  of  justice^  humanity,  and  national 
pdiey.  These  objections  I  wish  to  explain  and 
eofbree,  and  thus  avail  myself  of  an  opportunity 
9f  discossiog  some  of  the  most  interesting  topics 
which  ffrow  out  of  the  alarming  state  of  the  na- 
tion, f  fear  that  all  I  can  do  will  avail  nothing; 
Vnt,  sir,  representing  a  respectable  portion  of  the 
American  peoplcl;  who  are  suffering  with  peculiar 
aeverity  from  the  pressure  of  this  unfortunate  and 
fflomanaged  war ;  who,  with  me,  believe  no  good 
is  to  grow  out  of  it,  and  who  apprehend,  from  its 
eonttniiance,  evils,  compared  with  which  all  they 
have  yet  suffered  are  but  trifles  light  as  air ;  I 
should  be  unfaithful  to  them  and  myself  if  I  did 
not  interpose  my  best  efforts  to  arrest  the  down- 
hill career  of  ruin.  In  performing  this  duty,  I 
aball  ceruinly  say  the  things  I  do  t^ink.  £n-k 
ieavoring  to  use  such  language  only  as  is  con- 
ttstent  with  self-respect  and  decency  towards 
those  who  differ  from  me  in  opinion,  I  mean 
fredy  to  exercise  the  right  which  belongs  to  my 
aution. 

Ri|^!  did  I  say,  sir?  The  expression  is  in- 
accniate;  once  indeed  there  did  exist  in  this 
Houx  the  right  of  free  discussion.  It  was  once 
deemed  a  Constitutional  privilege  for  every  mem- 
ber to  bring  forward  any  proposition  he  deemed 
betieficial  to  the  country,  and  support  it  by  what- 
ever argo meats  he  could  adduce ;  to  offer  amend- 
ments to  the  propositions  of  others,  so  as  to  render 
them,  in  his  judgment,  more  unexceptionable; 
and  to  state  the  reasons  of  his  dissent  from  any 
measure  on  which  he  was  called  to  vote,  and  en- 
deavor to  impress  his  opinion  on  others.  No  doubt 
a  vast  portion  of  the  good  people  of  this  Republic 

2et  beueve  that  such  is  the  course  of  proceedings 
ere.    Little  do  they  dream  of  the  complicated 
machinery,  by  means  of  which  every  privilege, 


except  that  of  thinking,  is  made  to  denend  on 
the  pleasure  of  the  courtesy,  the  whim  oi  the  ma- 
jority.   By  certain  interpolations  into  our  prac- 
tice, but  which  nowhere  show  their  hideoUs  first 
front  in  our  written  code,  the  system  of  suppress- 
ing the  liberty  of  speech  is  brought  to  a  degree  of 
perfection  that  almost  astonishes  its  authors.    A 
gentleman  wishes  to  bring  forward  an  original 
proposition ;  he  must  first  state  it.  and  obtain  per- 
mission from  a  majority  of  the  House  to  let  it  be 
considered,  before  he  can  show  the  propriety  of 
adopting  it,  or  ask  even  for  a  decision  upon  it; 
Thus  is  annihilated  the  right  of  originating  a  pre- 
position. But  a  proposition  is  originated  by  others, 
it  is  passed  through  the  ordeal  of  consideration, 
and  he  is  desirous  of  amending  its  defects,  or 
of  exposing  its  impropriety.    This  is,  perhaps, 
deemed  inconvenient  by  the  majority.     It  may 
give  them  trouble,  or  bring  forward  a  discussion 
which  they  do  not  wish  the  people  to  hear,  or  detain 
them  too  lon||^  from  their  dinners.   A  new  speciea 
of  legerdemain  is  resorted  to.   The  previous  ques- 
tion, utterly  perverted  from  its  original  and  legi- 
timate use,  IS  demanded ;  the  demand  is  sup- 
ported by  a  majority.    In  an  insunt  all  the  pro- 
posed amendments  disappear ;  every  tongue  is  so 
fettered  that  it  can  utter  but  ay  or  no,  and  the 
proposition  becomes  a  law  without  deliberation, 
without  correction,  and  without  debate.     Ana 
this  process  is  called  legislation  I    And  the  Hall 
in  which  these  goodly  doinss  are  transacted  is 
sometimes  termed  the  Temple  of  Liberty  1    Sir, 
this  procedure  must  be  corrected,  or  freedom  » 
rejected  from  her  citadel,  and  wounded  in  her 
very  vitals.     Inconvenienees  also  result  to  the 
majority  from  the  tyrannical  exercise  of  power, 
sumcient  perhaps  to  counterbalance  all  the  ben- 
efits which  can  be  derived  from  it.    Gentlemen 
often  complain  that  the  minority  do  not  porsne 
the  practice  which  is  adopted  by  minorities  else- 
where.   In  England,  say  they,  the  Opposition  ad- 
dress the  House  and  the  nation  only  on  the  great 
fundamental  questions  involving  disputed  prin- 
ciples, and  do  not  hang  on  the  skirts  of  every  bill, 
fighting  the  Ministry,  through  all  the  details  or 
their  measures.    Why  is  not  the  same  course 
pursued  here?    The  answer  is  obvious.    Here 
the  minority  are  not  allowed  to  bring  forward 
these  great  fundamental  questions ;  they  have  no 
opportunity  of  showing  their  views,  except  such 
as  may  be  casually  afforded  by  some  measure  of 
the  majority,  on  which  they  are  good  natured 
enough  to  allow  debate.   Unless  they  avail  them- 
selves of  such  a  bill  in  every  stage  of  it,  as  a  peg 
on  which  to  hang  their  observations,  they  most 
be  utterly  mute.    Thus  happens,  too,  that  there 
is  frequently  not  any  discernable  connexion  be- 
tween the  topics  discussed,  and  the  subject  sup- 
posed to  be  under  debate.    Perhaps  the  very 
course  I  am  pursuing  is  an  apt  illustration  of  these 
facts.     Some  wee&  since  I  submitted   to  the 
House  a  resolution  which  I  thought  emineathr 
deserving  of  attention ;  a  resolution  '^  that  pem(- 
ing  our  negotiation  with  Great  Britain,  it  is  la- 
expedient  to  prosecute  a  war  of  invasion  and  eon- 
quest  of  the  Canadas."    This  reaolution  eoold 
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lH>t  be  discussed^  for  the  House  would  not  vouch- 
jafe  to  it  a  consideratioD.  But,  asou  the  propo- 
aition  now  before  yon.  debate  is  indulged,  and 
has  assumed  a  latitude  that  seems  to  permit 
everything  connected  with  the  war,  I  am  willing 
to  embrace  the  occasion  to  support  my  favorite 
proposition,  to  which  a  regular  hearing  has  been 
refused.  Grateful  even  for  this  opportunity,  I 
acknowledge  the  courtesy  which  has  been  shown 
me  by  the  majority ;  sorely  as  I  feel  the  degrada- 
tion of  indirectly  using  as  a  favor  what,  as  a  free- 
•  man  and  the  Representative  of  freemen,  I  ought 
openly  to  enjoy  as  a  right. 

It  is  very^  far  from  my  design  to  enter  into  a 
particular  inquiry  as  to  the  origin  oC  this. war,  or 
•as  to  its  causes,  whether  technical  or  real.  Such 
an  inquiry  would  present  a  theme  too  important 
and  too  extensive  to  be  taken  up  as  collateral  or 
subsidiary  to  some  other  investigation.    At  the 

E resent  moment  too  it  is  not  so  essential  to  know 
ow  this  war  has  been  produced  as  it  is  to  ascer- 
tain how  it  may  be  speedily  and  fairly  brought 
to  a  close.  So  far  only  as  a  knowledge  of  the 
origin  and  causes  of  this  war  may  be  useful  in 
producing  this  result,  is  it  my  purpose  now  to 
consider  them. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Calhoun)  claims  for  this  war  the  character 
of  defensive,  ne  has  properly  remarked  that  a 
war  defensive  in  its  origin  msay  be  offensive  in 
its  operations,  and.  of  consequence,  that  its  cbar- 
ac^r  is  not  defined  by  the  nature  of  these  opera- 
tions. But,  sir,  he  is  incorrect  in  supposing  that 
its  character  is  to  be  tested  by  the  motive  which 
.occasioned  its  institution.  War  is  offensive  or 
defensive,  simply  as  it  is  instituted  by  or  against 
a  nation.  It  is  an  appeal  to  force  to  decide  con- 
troversies between  sovereigns  who  admit  of  no 
other  tribunal  to  determine  their  rights.  There 
is  a  perfect  analogy  in  this  respect  between  na- 
tions  at  war  and  individuals  litigating  in  a  court 
of  justice.  He  who  commences  the  process  is 
the  actor.  He  who  is  summoned  to  the  contro- 
versy has  the  defensive  part ;  and  it  is,  in  this 
view,  immediately  immaterial  whether  the  mo- 
tive to  litieation  be  found  in  the  honest  desire 
to  claim  what  is  due,  or  in  the  malignant  wish  to 
oppress  and  defraud.  For  the  correctness  of  these 
ideas,  I  rely  not  on  my  own  judgment.  This 
ought  not,  without  hesitation,  to  be  opposed  to 
that  of  the  honorable  sentleman  who,  indepen- 
dently of  his  personal  claims  to  attention  as 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela* 
tions,  must  be  presumed  to  be  particularly  con- 
versant with  all  the  questions  connected  with 
national  law.  Any  person  who  has  a  curiosity 
to  test  these  sentiments  by  the  authority  of  jurists 
will  find  them  explicitly  recognised  by  Burlama- 
^gui,  vol.  2,  part  iv.,  chap,  iii.,  sec.  v. ;  and  by  Vat- 
idi  book  iii.,  chap.  iiL,  sees,  xxxv.,  xxxviL 

Nor  let  it  be  deemed,  sir,  of  no  importance 
whether  this  war  be  called  defensive  or  offensive. 
It  is  always  of  moment  that  things  should  be 
called  by  their  right  names.  Many  of  the  vices 
and  most  of  the  errors  of  men  arise  from  the 
joisapplication  of  terms.    Xhe  reaaoner  who  uses 


words  to  convey  a  meaning  variant  from  their  re- 
ceived signification,*  will  probably  occasion  error, 
however  precise  his  definitions.  In  spite  of  defi- 
nitions, the  hearer  appropriates  to  his  expressions 
the^ense  which  usage  has  associated,  and  a  con- 
fusion of  ideas  fatal  to  truth  is  the  unavoidable 
consequence.  Many  phrases,  too,  besides  their 
primary  meaning,  convey  a  secondary  sense  of 
commendation  or  blame.  By  an  artful  use  of 
those,  the  sophist  is  enabled  to  convert  the  hon- 
est prejudices  of  man,  the  guards  of  his  security, 
into  the  instruments  of  his  deception.  The  sa- 
gacious Mirabeau,  than  whom  none  better  under- 
stood the  arts  which  render  the  human  under- 
standing and  passions  subservient  to  the  tyranny 
of  fraud ;  he  who  so  long  "  rode  on  the  whirl- 
wind, and  directed  the  storm"  of  the  most  fUrious 
of  revolutions,  compressed  the  elements  of  his 
science  into  one  sententious  maxim,  "  words  arc 
things."  But  the  distinction  between  offensive 
and  defensive  war  has  peculiar  claims  .upon  our 
recollection.  So  fatal  is  war  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  human  family  that  a  tremendous  responsi- 
bility always  rests  upon  the  nation  that  com- 
mences it.  This  responsibilitjT  attaches  through 
all  its  stages,  and  is  awfully  increased  into  cer- 
tain guilt  by  the  neglect  of  any  fair  opportunity 
to  restore  the  relations  of  peace.  Besides,  the 
consideration  that  the  war  was  offensive  in  its 
origin — that  consideration  which  emphatically 
creates  the  obligation  to  terminate  its  horrors  as 
speedily  as  justice  will  permit— will  frequently 
be  found  to  present  the  greatest  obstacles  to  ei* 
forts  at  reconciliation. 

The  advocates  for  this  war,  vieing  with  each 
other  in  zeal  for  its  justification  and  continuance, 
do  not  precisely  agree  in  opinion^  as  to  its  causes, 
or  as  to  the  objects  for  which  it  is  to  be  prose- 
cuted. The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  who 
presides  over  your  Judiciary  Committee  (Mr.  Ih- 
GBBBOLL,)  in  an  elaborate  argument,  seems  de- 
sirous to  prove  (I  am  not  certain  which)  either 
that  the  war  is  a  consequence  of  the  violation  on 


prehensive  dogma  the  gentleman  contends  to  be 
a  part  of  the  original  unadulterated  code  of  na- 
tional law,  consecrated  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht, 
strenuously  asserted  by  Britain  herself,  in  her 
dispute  with  Spain,  in  the  year  1737,  recognised 
in  her  commercial'  treaty  with  France,  in  1786, 
and  vitally  essential  to  our  maritime  interests. 
The  fi^entleman  from  Virginia,  whom  I  yesterday 
heard  with  much  pleasure,  (Mr.  Jackson,)  dis- 
sents from  his  political  friend,  and  declares  that 
this  maxim  has  never  been  asserted  by  our  Qov- 
ernment,  under  any  Administration,  as  founded 
on  the  common  law  of  nations.  Although  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  is,  in  this  respect,  un- 
questionably correct,  yet  it  is  not  certain  that  the 
Chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  is  alto- 
gether erroneous  in  attributing  to  the  Adminis* 
traiion  an  expectation  of  establishing  by  this  war 
some  such  theory.  That  the  neutral  flag  shall 
protect  all  from  capture,  is  a  very  convenient 
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doetrine  for  a  natioa  frequently  at  war  with  an  ad- 
Tersiry  of  decidedly  superior  maritime  strength. 
France,  who,  with  occasional  short  intervals, lias 
been  for  centuries  at  war  with  England,  has  very 
natarally  wished  to  incorporate  this  doctrine  into 
the  law  of  nrntions.  Her  imperial  master  has 
udopted  it  as  one  of  the  elementary  principles  of 
bis  new  maritime  code,  which  he  solemnly  pro- 
molgated  in  bis  Decree  of  Berlin,  of  Novemberj 
1906,  aud  in  suppoirt  of  which  he  has  used  every 
violence  ^nd  stratagem  to  array  the  nations  of 
the  world  into  one  great  maritime  confederacy. 
At  least,  as  earlv  as  the  infamous  Turreau's  letter 
of  June,  1809,  the  Executive  of  this  country  was 
perfectly  apprized  of  the  existence  of  such  a  con- 
fetoacy,  of  the  purposes  which  it  was  to  uphold, 
and  of  the  determination  of  France  to  bribe  or 
compel  oar  accession  to  it.  The  decree  of  the 
mat  protector  of  the  confederacy,  of  the  date  of 
April,  1811,  though  probably  not  issued  till  May, 
1612,  announced  in  language  sufficientlv  distinct 
that  this  claim  has  been  so  far  complied  with  on 
oor  part  as  to  exempt  us  from  the  further  appli- 
cation of  the  penalties  of  disobedience.  And  our 
declaration  of  war  against  the  sole  recusant  of 
thb  imperial  theory  was  proclaimed  by  Napoleon 
to  bis  Senate  as  a  spirited  and  generous  exertion 
ta  vindicate  the  new  religion  of  the  flag,  which, 
like  the  superstition  of  the  sanctuary,  was  to  pro- 
tect every  fraud  and  shelter  every  crime.  Ex- 
travagant, therefore,  as  the  positions  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  may  be  thought  by 
the  far  greater  part  of  this  Committee,  they  may 
have  more  countenance  from  the  Administration 
than  is  generally  suspected,  and^  on  this  account, 
nay  deserve  a  rapid  and  transient  examination. 
The  assertion  that,  by  the  general  law  of  nations, 
the  character  of  the  vessel  ffives  a  character  to 
the  goods  is  unequivocally  denied.  The  actual 
reverse  of  the  assertion  is  maintained  by  jurists 
generally  with  a  harmony  that  forbids  doubt. 

Instead  of  detailing;  these  opinions  separately 
permit  me  to  give  the  language  of  one  who  wished 
well  to  the  gentleman's  doctrine,  who  had  often 
carefttllv  explored  the  musty  volumes  of  national 
law,  ano  who  was  never  apt  to  carry  his  admis- 
aons  beyond  the  line  which  candor  prescribed. 
Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  letter  to  CCenet,  of  24th  July, 
1193, expresses  himself  thus:  '^1  believe  it  can- 
'  not  he  doubted  but  thaL  by  the  general  law  of 

*  ttaiions,  the  goods  of  a  friend  found  in  the  ves- 
'  sel  of  an  enemy  are  free,  and  the  goods  of  an 
'  enemy  found  in  the  vessel  of  a  friend  are  lawful 
'  prize.  It  is  true  that  sundry  nations,  desirous 
^  of  aroidiQg  the  inconveniences  of  having  their 

*  vessels  stooped  at  sea,  ransacked,  carried  into 
'port,  and  detained  under  pretence  of  having 

*  enemv's  goo^B  on  board,  have.in  many  instances, 

*  tatroauced  another  principle  between  them,  that 
'  enemy  bottoms  shall  make  enemy  goods,  and 

*  tlttt  friendly  bottoms  shall  make  friendly  goods — 
'  a  priaciple  much  less  embarrassing  to  commerce, 
'  and  equal  to  all  parties  in  point  of  sain  or  loss — 
'  but  this  is  altogether  the  effect  of  a  particular 

*  treaty,  controlling  in  special  cases  the  general 
'  principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  therefore 


'  taking  effect  between  such  nations  only  as  have 
*  ag^reed  to  control  it."  If  the  gentleman  will  ex- 
amine the  treaties  to  which  he  has  adverted,  the 
commercial  treatv  of  Utrecht,  between  England 
and  France,  (which,  by  the  by,  the  House  of 
Commons  refused  to  sanction,)  and  the  subse* 
qyent  commercial  treaty  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  1786,  he 
will  find  the  language  on  this  head  unequivocal. 
The  arrangement  is  declared  to  be  made  with  a 
view  to  prevent  the  embarrassments  and  dissen- 
sions that  would  arise  without  such  an  arrange- 
ment ;  or^  in  other  words,  from  the  application  of 
the  principles  of  the  common  law  of  nations.  Nor 
is  it  at  all  strange  that  Britain,  in  a  commercial 
treaty,  from  which  she  expected  to  derive  im- 
mense advantages,  should  acquiesce  in  such  an 
arrangement  as  between  her  and  France.  For  it 
is  obvious  that  no  practical  effect  could  result 
from  it,  except  when  one  was  at  peace  and  the 
other  at  war.  And  such  a  state  of  things  has  so 
rarelv  happened  that  its  occurrence  might  be  num- 
bered among  political  impossibilities. 

The  **  no  search"  clamor  in  England  of  1737, 
which  the  gentlemen  have  produced  the  Parlia- 
mentary debates  to  prove^  had  about  as  much  to 
do  with  the  belligerent  right  to  capture  enemy's 
property  conveyed  in  neutral  ships,  as  the  "no 
search"  cry  made  about  thirty  years  afterwards 
in  the  case  of  John  Wilkes  and  general  warrants. 
The  dispute  of  1737,  with  Spain,  grew  out  of  a 
municipal  claim  asserted  by  that  Government, 
and  of  the  rigorous  practice  of  their  guarda  cos- 
tas  to  search  British  vessels  hovering  on  the  coasts 
of  the  Spanish  colonies  for  prohibited  articles  de- 
signed to  be  smuggled  into  them.  A  claim  said 
to  be  repugnant  to  the  Treaty  of  Seville,  and  cer- 
tainly very  inconvenient  to  the  illicit  trade  be- 
tween Jamaica  and  the  Spanish  main ;  and  a 
practice  enforced  with  all  that  barbarity  which 
usually  characterizes  the  minions  of  custom- 
house and  revenue  tyrants.  How  far  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  gentleman's  project  would  Ge 
beneficial  to  this  country  is  perhaps  not  so  clear. 
At  a  time  when  we  had  no  capital  to  afford  em- 
ployment to  our  navigation,  it  certainly  would 
have  been  advantageous.  But  since  that  period 
has  passed  away,  the  most  enlightened  commer- 
cial men  will  tell  you  they  wisn  for  no  such  in- 
novation. Its  effect  would  be  to  give  us,  when 
neutrals,  the  benefit  of  being  among  the  carriers 
of  the  commodities  of  the  weaker  maritime  bel- 
ligerent for  freight.  But  the  effect  of  the  old 
principle  is  to  give  us  the  profit  which  results, 
not  merely  from  the  carriage,  but  the  purchase 
and  resalfBs  of  these  commodities,  with  almost  a 
monopoly  in  either  market. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  assigned 
another  cause  for  the  war,  in  which  he  has  ob* 
tained  the  concurrence  of  several  of  his  friends— 
the  instigation  by  the  British  Government  of  In- 
dian wars.  Although,  sir,  this  theme  of  popular 
declamation  has  almost  become  trite — although 
the  tomahawk  and  the  scalping  knife  have  been 
so  often  brandished  with  rhetorical  ambi-dex- 
terity^  that  their  exhibition  almost  ceases  to  ex- 
cite interest— yet,  far  be  it  from  me  to  think  or 
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speak  lightly  of  the  cruelties  of  savage  warfare, 
or  to  conceal  my  otter  abhorrence  and  detesta- 
tion of  them.  But  it  is  a  different,  very  different 
Question,  whether  the  Canadians  have  armed  the 
ndiaps  to  join  in  defence  against  a  common  in- 
vader, or  had,  previously  to  war,  instigated  them 
to  hostilities  against  us.  This  last  charge  I  do 
not  believe — no  evidence  has  been  given  to  war- 
rant it  that  I  have  yet  heard.  Over  the  affair  of 
Tippecanoe,  the  commencement  of  Indian  war, 
there  hovers  a  mystery  which  ought  to  be  dissi- 

rued,  but  which  the  Government  will  not  dispel, 
have  sought,  honestly  sought,  for  information. 
Of  official  there  k  little  or  none.  From  private 
sources  not  likely,  in  this  respect,  to  mislead,  (for 
they  are  friendly  to  this  war  and  connected  with 
^e  Western  interest  and  feeling,)  I  learn  that 
the  great  cause  of  Indian  hostilities  is  to  be  found 
where  experience  and  historjr  would  prompt  us 
to  look  for  it — is  to  be  found  in  our  cupidity  for 
their  lands,  and  their  jealousy  and  distrust  of  our 
superior  intelligence  and  force.  Indian  wars  have 
be^n,  until  a  few  years  back,  almost  uninterrupted 
hi  this  country,  both  before  and  since  the  Revo- 
lution. The^  need  no  other  insti^tors  than  are 
td  be  found  in  the  inconsistent  views,  interests, 
claims,  passions,  and  habits,  of  neighboring,  yet 
distinct  races  of  people.  Sir,  General  Harrison's 
treaty  of  November,  1809.  was  the  mine  of  the 
freat  Indian  explosion^  The  Indians  complained, 
I  know  not  how  justly,  that  in  that  treat]r  they 
were  cheated  of  lands  which  the  parties  to  it  had 
no  right  to  convey,  and  never  meant  to  convey. 
There  are  gentlemen  in  this  Legislature  who 
know  that  Tecumseh  immediately  avowed  his 
fixed  purpose  to  vindicate  by  force  and  by  union 
of  the  red  men  the  rights  of  his  tribe  and  the 
meuaced  independence  of  the  whole  race.  And 
we  all  know  (the  fact  is  on  record)  that  shortly 
ifter  this  treaty  the  British  Governor  General  of 
Canada  caused  it  to  be  officially  communicated 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  that  the 
Indians  were  meditating  hostile  designs.  Sir,  the 
holy  command,  *^  thou  sbalt  not  bear  false  wit- 
ness against  thy  neighbor,"  applies  even  to  an 
enemy.  I  will  not  sanction  this  charge  Without 
evidence,  nor  against  evidence,  lest  I  violate  this 
high  injunction.  I  am  not  a  disciple  of  that  new 
moral  school  which  would  construe  this  divine 
prohibition,  as  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
rMr.  ChiUNDV)  has  expounded  the  commandment, 
^  thou  sbalt  not  kill,"  as  a  "  mere  municipal  regu- 
lation, applying  solelj  to  the  Jews." 

But  this  war,  say  its  advocates,  nearlv  one  and 
all,  was  declared  to  protect  our  seamni  against 
impressment — in  fashionable  phrase,  for  **  sailors' 
rignts."  There  is  no  doubt,  sir,  that  the  conflict- 
ing claims  of  the  two  countries  on  the  subject  of 
seamen,  and  the  occasional  abuse  of  the  practice 
of  search  for  British  seamen  on  board  of  Ameri- 
can merchantmen,  had  exceed  serious  dissatis- 
Action  in  America — yet  1  hazard  nothing  by  the 
assertion,  that  l^  question  of  seamen  was  not  a 
cause  of  this  war,  I  remember  full  well  the 
characteristic  special  pleading  of  the  gentleman 
firom  Tennessee  on  this  subject,  at  the  last  ses- 


sion, ^  that  he  really  could  not  tell  whether,  if  the 
Orders  in  Council  had  been  repealed,  we  should 
have  gone  tower  about  seamen  or  not;''  but, sir, 
I  consider  this  as  little  more  or  less  than  adhe- 
rence to  a  cautious  form,  as  a  protestando,  by 
way  of  excluding  a  conclusion,  or  in  the  nature 
of  the  commencement  of  an  answer  to  a  bill  in 
chancery  J  in  which  the  defendant  takes  care  to 
save  to  himself,  now  and  at  all  times  hereafter, 
all  and  all  manner  of  benefit  of  exception  to  the 
errors  that  may  be  discovered  in  cooiplain ant's 
allegations.  I  am  aware,  too,  of  the  very  con- 
spicuous blazon  which  is  given  to  our  sailors' 
wrongs  in  the  President's  war  Message,  and  in 
the  manifesto  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations. But  this  proves  no  more  than  that,  when 
war  was  determined  on,  it  was  deemed  advisable 
to  make  out  as  strong  a  case  as  possible,  either 
to  excite  the  sympathy  of  the  world,  or  to  rouse 
the  indignation  of  our  own  citizens.  The  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen  was  grouped  in  the  picture 
with  the  dearly  bought  Henry-plot^  the  at  least 
dubious  excitement  of  Indian  hostilities,  and  the 
adjusted  controversy  about  constructive  block- 
ades. * 

Noj  sir,  the  question  of  seamen  was  not  a  cause 
of  this  war.  More  than  five  years  had  passed 
over  since  an  arrangement  on  this  question,  per- 
fectly satisfactory  to  our  Ministers,  had  been  made 
with  Great  Britain,  but  itpleased  not  the  Presi- 
dent, and  was  rejected.  Yet,  during  the  whole 
period  that  afterwards  elapsed,  until  the  declara- 
tion of  war,  no  second  effort  was  made  to  adjust 
this  cause  of  controversy.  From  December,  1807, 
with  very  short  intervals,  we  waged  a^inst  Brit- 
ain a  commercial  war  to  coerce  her  into  an  ob- 
servance of  the  riffhts  we  claimed  at  her  hands. 
In  every  step  of  this  system,  whether  embargo, 
non-intercourse,  or  non-importation,  we  avowed 
the  grounds  of  this  contest,  and  the  condition  on 
which  it  should  terminate — the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil and  their  repeal.  In  April,  1809,  the  famous 
arrangement  with  Erskine  was  made,  hailed  by 
the  well  meaning  as  a  second  treaty  of  amity 
between  the  two  countries;  yet  it  contained 
nothing  upon  the  question  of  seamen.  In  the 
President's  comiaunication  to  Congress,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war-session,  November, 
1811,  enumerating,  in  no  light  tone,  our  contro- 
versies with  Great  Britain,  and  recommending 
preparations  for  war,  the  impressment  of  seamen 
was  not  remembered.  The  Secretary  of  State 
was  earnestly  engaged  in  a  correspondence  with 
the  British  Minister,  Foster,  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, until  the  declaration  of  war ;  nay,  until 
after  it  had  passed  the  House  of  Representatives* 
The  object  of  the  correspondence  avowedly  was, 
to  bring  our  differences  to  an  amicable  close. 
Bat,  in  this  correspondence,  the  question  of  im- 
pressment finds  no  place,  except  incidentally,  not 
as  a  substantive  topic  of  discussion.  And,  in  the 
official  communication  from  our  Government  to 
our  Minister  in  Russia,  stating  the  fact  of  a  war 
declared  against  Great  Britain,  and  alleging  its 
justification,  with  a  view  to  be  communicated  to 
the  Russian  Government,  [Mr.  Monroe's  letter 
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to  I.  ^  AdkmS)  of  July,  1812 J  bis  ju^tificatioti  is 
rested  solely  on  the  British  Orders  in  Gooncil. 
Tiiese,  then,  were  emphatically  and  ezclasively 
the  cause  or  war.  And  had  it  not  been  for  very 
many  weighty  considerations  to  be  found  in  the 
state  of  the  world,  in  the  nature  of  the  war  in 
Europe,  oat  of  which  proceeded  this  violation  of 
neutral  rights ;  in  the  conduct  of  the  other  mighty 
bel^ereiit,  her  injuries,  menaces,  and  intrigues, 
and  ia  tbe  peculimr  condition  of  this  country,  ac- 
^''^T  S^pwing  into  unexampled  prosperity  under 
the  very  state  of  things  of  which  we  eomplained  ; 
hmd  U  not  been  for  these,  and  considerations  like 
these^  that,  trum pet-to ngued,  warned  us  from  the 
cnlf  mto  which  we  were  about  to  plunge,  the 
Orders  in  Council  would  have  justified  tbe  resort 
to  war.  At  all  eTents,  they  formed  what  might 
be  termed  a  sufficient  technical  cause  of  hostili- 
ties, mneh  better  than  often  figures,  with  conspic- 
uoos  effect,  in  the  manifestoes  of  Princes,  under 
the  specious  names  of  justice,  indepei^ence,  and 
ritdated  rights.  But,  sir,  scarcely  had  the  feital 
step  been  taken,  and  the  destinies  of  our  nation 
risted  on  the  fortune  of  the  sword,  when  the  ob- 
noxious orders  were  revoked,  the  causes  of  war 
remored,  and  an  honorable  opportunity  afforded 
ik  vetomioi^  to  the  happy  state  of  peace,  com- 
mei«e,  and  socee^ful  'enterprise.  How  grateful 
mtutnot  the  Executive  of  a  country,  whose  policj 
was  Arodamen tally  jpaciflc,  how  grateful  must  it 
not  hare  been  for  this  happy  rescue  from  the  hor- 
rors of  war  1  How  rejoiced  that  nil  had  been 
effect^,  without  a  struggle,  which  it  was  the  ob- 

g\  to  obuiin  by  a  bloody  and  precarious  contest ! 
luting  to  show,  that  when  it  unsheathed  the 
firoid,  not  passion  but  duty  urged  the  reluctant 
dien^  snrdf  it  hastened  to  return  the  unstained 
weapon  to  tbe  scabbard,  and  extend  the  blessed 
oiiTe  btanch  of  peace.  Was  it  so  7  Sir,  I  never 
can  th^k  of  the  conduct  of  the  Executive  upon 
Ma  occasion,  without  mingled  feelings  of  sur- 
prise, regret,  and  anger.  It  cannot  be  accounted 
for  but  by  an  infatuation  the  most  profound ;  an 
ii^nntion  which  is  not  yet  dissipated,  and  which 
shcmld  fill  erery  breast  with  apprehensioj^  of 
Aat  dreadful  result,  which,  in  the  wisdom  orPro- 
ridence,  is  preceded  by  the  ** darkened  counsels" 
ot  roleTS. 

Bat  it  is  entireljr  &  mistake,  says  the  gentleman 
from  Peansylrania.  The  Orders  in  Council 
ncrer  were  reroked ;  they  were,  indeed,  with- 
dmiTD,  bat  under  a  declaration  asserting  the  right 
to  re-enact  them,  should  the  violence  of  France, 
aeqaieseed  in  by  America^  renew  tbe  necessity 
for  them.  Will  the  Administration,  sir,  bring 
forward  thisvxeuse?  Will  they  take  this  ground  ? 
No,  sir,  they  cannot;  they  dare  not.  The  Presi- 
dent has  told  the  nation,  that  tbe  revocation  of 
tlie  ofiers  was  sobstantiklly  satisfkctory;  in  his 
peculiar  phraseology:  "  The  repeal  of  the  Orders 
in  Coaocil  was  susceptible  of  explanations  meet- 
ing tht  just  Tiews  of  this  QoTernmeot."  How 
cooid  he  do  otherwise  after  his  proclamation  of 
the  2d  NoTember,  1810,  declaring  the  French 
edicts  so  revoked  as  to  cease  to  to  injurious  to 
oar  rights;  a  pfoekmatioa  founded  solely  on  the 


letter  of  the  Duke  de  Cadore,  of  the  5th  August, 
promising  a  revocation  ?  Does  the  gentleman  re- 
collect the  celebrated  "  Bien  entendu,^  or  proviso 
annexed  to  this  letter:  "Provided,  that  in  conse- 

*  quence  of  this  declaration,  the  British  Gk)yem- 
'  ment  shall  revoke  their  Orders  in  Council,  and 
'  renounce  their  new  principles  of  blockade,  or 

*  America  shall  cause  ner  rights  to  be  respected, 
'  conformably  to  the  act  which  you  have  com- 
^  municated  1^  I^s  the  gentleman  remember  the 
tortuous  and  labored  efforts  of  Mr.  Secretary 
Monroe  to  explain  this  proviso  into  a  condition 
sub5equent  ?  To  prove  that  it  was  designed  only 
to  exert  the  right  of  France  to  re-enact  these 
decrees  if  Great  Britain  should  persist  in  her 
orders,  and  we  forbear  from  resisting  them?  Such 
a  conaition,  subsequently  annexed  to  a  promised 
rerocation  of  the  French  decrees,  had  no  effect 
to  impair  its  force ;  but  ^be  same,  annexed  in 
terms  to  the  actual  revocation  of  the  British 
orders,  renders  it  entirely  null !  No,  sir,  the  Ex- 
ecutive cannot  take  this  ground;  his  direct  friends 
will  not  take  it  for  him.  In  the  emphatic  lan- 
guage of  the  eloquent  Junius,  this  would  indeed 
"  resemble  the  termagant  chastity  of  a  prude,  who 
prosecutes  one  lover  for  a  rape,  while  she  solicits 
the  lewd  embraces  of  another.'' 

But  can  it  be  urged,  say  the  gentlemen,  that 
the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  GTooncil  removed 
all  our  causes  of  complaint,  and  left  us  nothinji^ 
more  to  demand  of  the  enemy  ?  No,  sir,  this  n 
not  urged.  But  it  is  contended  that,  as  the  rero- 
cation  of  the  Orders  in  Council  removed  the 
cause  of  war,  hostilities  should  instantly  hare 
been  suspended,  and  a  fair,  manly  effort  made  to 
settle  by  negotiation  all  unadjusted  differences 
which  had  not  caused  the  war.  A  question  of 
much  importance  and  delicacv  remained  to  be 
settled  in  relation  to  the  search  for  British  sea- 
men on  board  our  merchant  yessels,  and  the  oc 
casional  impressment  of  Americans.  Under  erery 
Administration  of  our  country  this  question  had 
excited  great  interest,  and  been  attended  with 
much  difficulty.  Of  late,  indeed,  it  had,  in  some 
degree,  lost  its  interest,  and  partly  because  of  the 
comparative  rare  occurrence  of  the  practice.  The 
restrictive  anti-commercial  system  had  expelled 
native  and  foreign  seamen  in  vast  numbers  from 
our  country,  and  almost  removed  the  temptations 
to  an  exercise  of  what  the  British  claimed  as  a 
maritime  rieht.  For  fire  years  before  the  wat 
the  dispute  had  in  fact  slept.  Subjects  more  im- 
portant pressed  themselves  on  our  notice,  and 
while  these  pressed,  that  was  postponed  as  a  mat- 
ter for  future  arrangement.  But  out  of  these  new 
subjects  a  controversy  arose  which  issued  in  war. 
It  had  scarcely  been  declared  before  the  matter  ih 
controversy  was  arranged  to  our  satisfaction  by 
the  voluntary  act  of  the  enemy.  What  was  our 
plain,  obvious  course;  the  course  of  duty  and  of 
policy?  Sheathe  the  sword  until  it  is  ascertained 
whether  the  dispute  which  had  been  laid  aside 
for  future  arrangement,  and  which,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  adjustment  of  more  pressing  con- 
«rns.  is  now  properly  presented  to  notice,  can  or 
nnot  be  amicably  settled.    Even  tyrants  pro- 
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nouoce  war  the  ^^uUima  ratio  regum^^  the  last  | 
resort  of  Princes.  Nothiog  can  justify  the  exer- 
cise of  force  but  the  inability  to  obtain  right  by 
other  means.  You  had  not  supposed  your  just 
claims  on  the  subject  of  seamen  unattainable  by 
negotiation,  or  you  would  not  have  reserved  them 
for  years  as  a  subject  for  negotiation ;  and  if  they 
be  thus  attainable,  how  will  ye  answer  to  God 
and  the  country  for  the  blood  and  treasure  use- 
lessly, criminally  expended  ?  This  mode  of  think- 
ing, sir,  seems  to  me  very  stra^ht,  and  quite  in 
accordance  with  the  good  old  notions  of  practi- 
cal morality.  Besides,  it  is  the  incumbent  duty 
of  him  who  seeks  justice,  first  to  render  it.  What- 
ever our  claims  on  Great  Britain  might  have 
been  in  relation  to  seamen,  she  was  not  without 
her  claims  on  us.  At  a  time  when  ,her  floating 
bulwarks  were  her  sole  safeguard  against  slavery, 
she  could  not  view,  pithout  alarm  and  resent- 
ment, the  warriors  who  should  have  manned 
those  bulwarks,  pursuing  a  more  gainful  occupa- 
tion in  American  vessels.  Our  merchant  ships 
were  crowded  with  British  seamen;  most  of  them 
deserters  from  their  ships  of  war,  and  all  fur- 
nished with  fraudulent  protections  to  prove  them 
American.  To  us  they  were  not  necessary ;  they 
ate  the  bread  and  bid  down  the  wages  of  native 
seamen,  whom  it  was  our  first  duty  to  foster  and 
encourage.  To  their  own  country  they  were  ne- 
cessary, essentially  necessary.  They  were  wanted 
for  her  defence  in  a  moment  of  unprecedented 
pekil.  Ought  we  not,  then,  while  seeking  to  pro- 
tect our  own  seamen  from  forced  British  service, 
to  haip  removed  from  her  seamen  the  temptation 
to  desert  their  country  and  to  supplant  ours  at 
home?  Why  need  I  ask  the  question?  Your 
seamen's  bill,  as  it  is  called,  enacted  into  a  law 
since  the  war,  is  an  acknowledgment  that  this 
ought  to  have  been  done.  However  deceptive 
some  of  its  provisions  may  ap{>ear,  its  very  prin- 
ciple is  to  restore  to  Great  Britain  her  seamen, 
and  save  our  own  from  her  service.  Unless  you 
believed  this  principle  right,  it  was  the  meanest 
of  degradations,  at  such  a  time,  to  pass  such  a 
law;  and  if  it  was  right,  then  you  had  justice  to 
lender,  as  well  as  to  seek.  Had  you  pursued  this 
plain  path  of  right;  had  you  suspended  hostili- 
ties, von  would  have  consulted  alto  the  true  poli- 
cy of  your  country.  An  unconditional  proposi- 
tion for  an  armistice,  upon  the  revocation  of  the 
orders,  or  an  unconditional  acceptance  of  the 
offer  for  an  armistice^  would  have  passed  for  mag- 
nanimitv.  The  disgraces  which  have  since  foully 
distained  our  military  character  were  not  then 
anticipated.  The  world  would  have  believed, 
.  your  enemy  would  have  believed,  that  you  sus- 
pended your  career  of  conquest  because  tJie  war 
nad  owed  its  origin  not  to  ambition,  but  to  duty; 
because  you  sought  not  territory,  but  justice; 
because  you  preferred  an  honest  peace  to  the 
most  splendid  victorv.  With  the  reputation  of 
having  commanded,  by  your  attitude  of  armor,  a 
repeal  of  the  offensive  orders,  you  would  have 
evinced  a  moderation  which  must  have  secured 
the  most  beneficial  arrangements  on  the  questioff 
ofsefraen.  • 


But,  sir,  this  was  not  done.  No  armistice  could 
obtain  the  approbation  of  the  Executive,  unless 
it  was  preceded  by  an  abandonment,  formal  or 
informal,  of  the  British  claim  to  search  for  their 
seamen  on  board  our  merchant  vessels.  As  an 
evidence  of  this  abandonment,  the  exercise  of  the 
claim  must,  by, stipulation,  be  suspended  during 
the  armistice,  and  this  suspension  was  to  be  the 
price  of  its  purchase.  Even  without  an  armis- 
tice,  no  ^*  arrangement"  was  to  be  deemed  a  fit 
subject  for  negotiation  which  should  not  be  predi- 
cated on  "  the  basis"  of  an  exclusion  from  our 
vessels,  by  our  laws,  of  their  seamen,  and  an 
absolute  prohibition  of  search  by  their  officers* 
This,  sir,  was  taking  very  lofty  ground;  but,  at 
that  moment,  the  Canada  fever  raged  high,  and 
the  delirium  of  foreign  conquest  was  at  its  acme. 
In  a  few  weeks  the  American  flag  was  to  wave 
triumphant  on  the  ramparts  of  Cluebec.  The 
proposition  for  an  armistice  from  the  Governor 
of  Canada  was  utterly  inadmissible.  In  the  lan- 
guage of  our  Secretary  of  State,  it  wanted  reci- 
procity: "The  proposition  is  not  reciprocal,  be* 
cause  it  restrains  the  United  States  from  acting 
where  their  power  is  greatest,  and  leaves  Great 
Britain  at  liberty,  and  gives  her  time  to  augment 
her  forces  in  our  neighborhood." 

Mr.  Russell,  said  Mr.  G.,  did  condescend  to  offer 
an  armistice  to  the  enemy,  upon  the  condition  of 
yielding,  as  preliminary,  even  a  suspension  of 
arms,  all  that  could  be  extorted  by  the  most  tri- 
umphant war.  But  even  he,  in  his  pacific  propo- 
sition, could  not  refrain  from  exulting  at  the  glo- 
rious conquests  that  would  inevitably  be  made  if 
submission  was  refused  or  delayed* 

"  Your  Lordship  is  aware  of  the  difficulties  with 
which  a  prosecution  of  the  war,  even  for  a  short  pe- 
riod, must  necessarily  embarrass  all  future  attempts  at 
accommodation.  Passions  exasperated  by  injuries; 
alliances,  or  conquests  on  terms  which  forbid  their 
abandonment,  will  inevitably  hereafter  embitter  and 
protract  a  contest  which  might  now  be  so  easily  and 
happily  terminated." 

I  cannot  forbear,  sir,  from  one  remark  at  the 
"awful  squinting"  in  this  letter  at  an  alliance 
with'  France.  Gentlemen  are  Sensitive  when  the 
possibility  of  such  a  connexion  is  intimated.  The 
very  suspicion  of  such  a  design  in  the  Cabinet  is 
viewed  as  a  calumny.  Here  the  accredited  agent 
of  the  American  Executive  proclaims  such  a 
connexion,  such  an  alliance,  as  inevitable ;  pro- 
claims it  in  an  official  communication  to  the  pub- 
lic enemv.  The  declaration  is  laid  before  Con- 
gress and  the  people  by  the  President^  unaccom- 
panied by  any  disavowal.  The  Minister  is  not 
censured.  For  hb  very  conduct  in  this  employ- 
ment he  is  raised  to  the  highest  grade  of  foreign 
Ministers ;  and  in  spite  of  the  reluctance  of  the 
Senate  to  confirm  his  nomination,  he  is  pressed 
upon  them  by  the  President  until  their  assent  to 
his  appointment  is  extorted.  I  dwell  not  upon 
this  topic,  for  I  confess  to  you  the  honest  fears 
which  once  congealed  my  heart  are  now  dissi- 
pated. The  sun  of  national  freedom  has  burst 
torth  from  behind  the  portentous  eclipse,  that, 
*'  with  fear  of  change,"  nad  perplexed  the  dark-  ^ 
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caed  world.  Napoleon,  oo  longer  inviocible; 
stripped  of  the  false  glare  which  splendid  crime 
threw  around  his  character,  is  no  lons^er  eulogised 
IS  "saperemlneot/'  but  denounced  by  the  cbam- 

S'ons  of  the   Administration  as  an  '*  usurper." 
o  one  courts  the  friendship  of  i^  ^^allen  tyrant ! 
It  is  not  for  me  to  say  in  what  manner  the  dis- 
pute aboat  eeamen  is  to  be  settled.    Oo  this  sub- 
ject I  have  no  hesitation,  however,  in  giving  my 
general  sentiments.     It  is  the  duty  of  this  Govern- 
ment to.  protect  its  seamen  (I  mean  its  'native 
seacnen)  uom  the  forced  service  of  any  and  every 
Power  on  earth,  so  far  as  the  strength  of  the  coun- 
try can  obtain  for  them  protection.    True  it  is, 
that  in  my  opinion   the  number  of  impressed 
Ameneans  bears  no  reasonable  proportion  to  the 
ntHBber  alleged.    I  live  in  a  State  which,  though 
it  carries  on  not  an  extensive  foreign  commerce, 
has  many  native  seamen.    At  the  moment  of  the 
deelaratioD  of  war,  the  inquiry  was  made  whether 
a  single  native  seaman  of  North  Carolina  was 
then  detained  by  British  impressment.    I  could 
hear  of  none.    I  know  that  during  our  restrictive 
system  many  of  our  sailors  entered  voluntarily 
into  the  British  service,  and,  when  tired  of  it, 
«oaipIained  that  they  had  been  impressed — in- 
stances have  actually  occurred  at  Plymouth  and 
it  London,  of  men  surrendered  as  impressed 
Americans,  who  afterwards  boasted  that  they  had 
cheal«i  their  King.    In  the  battle,  I  think  of  the 
Fiasldefit  and  the  Little  Belt,  a  neighbor  of  mine 
BOW  an  iodastrious  farmer  noticed  in  the  number 
of  the  slain  one  of  his  own  name.    He  exclaimed, 
there  goes  one  of  my  protections.    On  being  asked 
for  an  explanation  he  remarked,  that  in  his  wild 
days,  when  he  followed  the  sea,  it  was  an  ordinary 
mode  of  procuring  a  little  spending  money  to  get 
a  protection  from  a  notary  for  a  dollar,  and  sell 
it  lo  the  first  foreigner  whom  it  at  all  fitted  for 
fifteen  or  twenty.    The  protected  alien  assumed, 
oCeoorse,  the  American  name,  and,  if  impressed, 
claUned  to  be  liberated  under  it.    The  examina- 
tions which  have  been  had  before  the  committee 
of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  and  especially 
that  of  William  Gray,  confirm  the  belief  that  the 
uunber  of  impressed  Americans  has  been  exa;^- 
getated  infinitely  beyond  the  truth.    But  their 
nmaher  has  been  large  enough  to  render  the  griev- 
anca  a  serious  one ;  and,  be  they  more  or  less,  the 
riclU  to  the  protection  of  their  country  is  sacred, 
aod  most  be  regarded.    The  Qovernment  would 
forleit  its  claims  to  the  respect  and  affection  of  its 
citlzeDi^tf  it  omitted  any  rational  means  to  se<^e 
the  r^htsot  American  seamen  from  actual  viola- 
Seek  to  obtain  this  security  by  practical 
It  yon  cannot,  by  substitute,  obtain  an 
meat  o(  the  right  or  practice  to  search 
oar  Tcnelf,  regolate  it  so  as  to  prevent  its  abuse — 
w»in^  for  the  present,  not  relinquishing,  your 
otneatioDt  to  the  right.    Do  all  that  can  fairly  be 
aand  oijoa  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  the 
practBC««    When  this  is  done,  and  ygu  should 
iMrtrtheless  fail — when  war  is  rendered  neces- 
wy  lo  obtain  a  practical  and  reasonable  security 
fbi  American  seamen,  against  the  abuses  of  im- 
prfvmeat,  theobsir,  that  war  is  just.    Whoever 


may  question  iu  expediency,  none  who  admit 
that  wars  may  ever  be  justly  wa^ed  can  feel  any 
conscientious  scruples  in  yielding  itsupport.  This, 
sir.  is  no  late  opinion  of  mine-.  It  has  been  long 
and  publicly  avowed — not  indeed  as  a  pledge  to  my 
constituents,  as  my  friend  and  colleague  (Mr.  Mdr- 
free)  has  remarked — we  do  not  deal  in  pledges-* 
but  because  it  is  my  habit  to  be  frank  when  no 
duty  commands  concealment.  Nor  is  it  straofpe 
that  I  should  feel  attached  to  the  rights  of  Ameri- 
can sailors.  I  am  a  native  of  the  seaboard.  Many 
of  the  playmates  of  my  infancy  have  become  the 
adventurous  ploughmen  of  the  deep.  Seafaring 
men  are  among  my  strongest  personal  and  po- 
litical friends.  And  for  their  true  interests,  their 
fair  rights,  I  claim  lo  feel  a  concern  as  sincere, 
and  a  zeal  as  fervent  as  can  be  boasted  by  any 
gentleman  from  the  interior,  or  from  beyond  the 
mountains,  who  has  heard  of  them  but  knows 
them  not. 

Has  the  prosecution  of  your  scheme  of  invasion 
and  conquest  against  the  Caoadas  a  tendency  to 
secure  these  rights  and  advance  these  interests? 
This,  sir,  is  a  momentous  question,  on  which  it 
is  the  duty  of  every  man  in  authority  to  reflect 
dispassionately,  and  with  a  fixed  purpose  to  at« 
tain  the  truth.  Unless  this  tendency  be  manifest, 
and  morally  certain,  every  motive  which  can  be 
addressed  to  an  honest  heart  and  intelligent  mind 
forbids  its  prosecution  at  the  present  moment. 
Make  a  fair  comparison  of  its  certain  or  probable 
ills  with  its  possible  gains,  and  then  pronounce 
the  sentence  which  justice,  humanity,  and  policy 
demand ;  and  a  sufifering  nation  will  bless  your 
decision. 

It  is  not  my  design  to  consider  the  immense 
expenditure  which  this  scheme  has  cost,  and 
which  a  continuance  of  it  will  cost  to  this  coun- 
try.* Well  worthy  is  this  topic  of  consideration, 
especially  at  a  moment  when  industry  is  without 
encouragement,  and  external  revenue  is  utterly 
destroyed.  But  it  has  been  examined  with  great 
ability  bv  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me,  es- 
pecially by  the  gentlemen  from  Uonnecticut  and 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Pitkin  and  Mr.  Sheffet,)  and 
contenting  myself  with  an  earnest  request,  that 
their  remarks  be  not  forgotten,  and  that  in  your 
zeal  for  conquest  you  do  not  beggar  your  people, 
I  hasten  to  present  other  views  which  have  not 
been  so  fully  unfolded. 

There  is  something  in  the  character  of  a  war 
made  upon  the  people  of  a  country  to  force  them 

*  It  w«8  well  remsAed  by  Mr.  Pearson,  that  the 
Constitutional  rule  of  aseertsining  the  contribntion  of 
each  individual  to  the  satisiaction  oi  the  public  debt, 
was  to  be  collected  from  the  system  of  dtreot  taxes. 
Supposing  the  debt  which  will  have  been  created|by 
the  Canada  War  by  the  close  of  the  next  campaign  to 
be  ninety  millions,  eveiy  man  may  ascertain  how 
much  of  his  property  is  mortgaged  for  its  payment,  by 
adverting  to  his  portion  of  the  direct  tax.  The  whole 
amount  of  this  direct  tax  is  three  millions — multiply- 
ing, therefore,  each  man's  direct  tax  by  thirty,  wifl 
give  the  share  of  the  whole  debt,  for  which  he  may  be 
considered  as  liable.— Ab^  by  Mr,  Gtuton* 
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to  abandon  a  Government  which  they  cherish, 
and  to  become  the  subjects  or  associates  of  their 
invaders,  which  necessarily  involves  calamities 
beyond  those  incident  to  ordinary  wars.  Among 
us  some  remain  who  remember  tne  horrors  of  the 
invasion  of  the  Revolution — **and  others  of  us 
have  hung  with  reverence  on  the  lips  of  narrative 
old  age  as  it  related  the  interesting  tale."  Such 
a  war  is  not  between  those  only  who  seek  for  re- 
nown in  military  achievements,  or  the  more 
humble  mercenaries  "  whose  business  'tis  to  die." 
It  breaks  in  upon  all  the  charities  of  domestic 
life,  and  interrupts  all  the  pursuits  of  industry. 
The  peasant  quits  his  plough,  and  the  mechanic 
is  hurried  from  his  shop  to  commence  without 
apprenticeship  the  exercise  of  the  trade  of  death. 
The  irregularity  of  the  resistance  which  is  op- 
posed to  the  invader,  its  occasional  obstinacy  and 
occasional  intermission,  provoking^  every  bad  pas- 
sion of  his  soldiery,  is  the  excuse  for  plunder,  lust, 
and  cruelty.  These  atrocities  exasperate  the  suf- 
ferers to  revenge ;  and  every  weapon  which  anger 
can  supply,  and  every  device  which  ingenious 
hatred  can  conceive  is  used  to  inflict  vengeance 
on  the  detested  foe.  There  is  yet  a  more  horri- 
ble war  than  this.  As  there  is  no  anger  so  deadly 
as  the  anser  of  a  friend,  there  is  no  war  so  fero- 
cious as  that  which  is  waged  between  men  of  the 
same  blood,  and  formerly  connected  by  the  closest 
ties  of  afiection.  The  pen  of  the  historian  con- 
fessess  its  inability  to  describe,  the  fervid  fancy 
of  the  poet  cannot  realize,  the  horrors  of  a  civil 
war.  This  invasion  of  Canada  involves  the  mis- 
eries of  both  these  species  of  war.  You  carry 
fire  and  sword  amongst  a  people  who  are  "  united 
against  you  (say  your  Generals)  to  a  man" — 
amongst  a  people  who,  happy  in  themselves,  and 
satisfied  with  their  condition,  view  you  not  as 
coming  to  emancipate  them  from  thraldom,  but 
to  reduce  them  to  a  foreign  yoke.  A  people  long 
and  intimately  connected  with  the  bordering  in- 
habitants of  our  country  by  commercial  inter- 
course, by  the  ties  of  hospitality,  by  bonds  of  af- 
finity and  blood — a  people,  as  to  every  social  and 
individual  purpose,  long  identified  with  your  own. 
It  must  be  that  such  a  war  will  rouse  a  spirit  of 
sanguinary  ferocity,  that  will  overleap  every  holy 
barrier  of  nature  and  venerable  usage  of  civili- 
zation. Where  will  you  find  an  authenticated 
instance  of  this  ferocity,  that  more  instantane- 
ously compels  the  shuddering  abhorrence  of  the 
heart,  than  the  fact  asserted  by  my  eloquent 
friend  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Webster.) 
"  The  bayonet  of  the  brother  has  been  actually 
opposed  to  the  breast  of  the  brother."  Merciful 
Heaven  i  That  those  who  have  been  rocked  in 
the  same  cradle  by  the  same  maternal  hand — who 
have  imbibed'  the  first  genial  nourishment  of  in- 
fant existence  from  the  same  blessed  source, 
should  be  forced  to  contend  in  impious  strife  for 
the  destruction  of  that  bein?  derived  from  their 
common  parent !  It  should  not  be  so !  Every 
fteling^  of  our  nature  cries  aloud  against  it ! 

One  subject  is  intimately  connected  with  this 
Casadian  war,  which  demands  the  most  thorough 
and  deliberate  eiamination.    I  tremble  to  ap- 


proach it  thus  incidentally,  lest  I  injure  the  cause 
of  humanity  and  truth,  by  a  cursory  vindication. 
And  yet  I  dare  not  altogether  omit  it,  because  I 
fear  an  opportunity  of  full  consideration  will  not 
be  presented,  and  it  is  of  an  urgency  and  a  mag- 
nitude that  forbid  it  to  be  overlooked.  I  mean, 
sir,  the  falsely  called  system  of  retaliation,  which 
threatens  to  impart  to  the  war  a  character  of 
barbarity  which  has  not  its  parallel  in  the  mod- 
ern annals  of  Christendom.  Twenty-three  per- 
sons of  our  invading  army,  who  were  taken  pris- 
oners by  the  enemy  at  the  battle  of  Q^ueenstown, 
in  Canada,  have  been  sent  to  England  as  British 
subjects,  to  be  tried  for  treason.  To  deter  the 
enemy  from  executing  the  law  upon  these  un- 
happy men,  our  Executive  has  ordered  into  close 
custody,  an  equal  number — not  of  American  citi 
zens  invading  our  country — (this  would,  indeed, 
be  retaliation)— but  of  British  prisoners  who  have 
committed  no  crime.  It  is  avowed  that  these 
shall  be  put  to  instantaneous  death,  if  the  men 
sent  to  England  should  be  convicted  and  exe- 
cuted. The  British  Government  has  proceeded, 
in  return,  to  confine  a  corresponding  nunaber  of 
Americans,  as  hostages  for  the  safety  of  the  Brit- 
ish prisoners,  under  the  same  determination  and 
avowal.  This  has  again  been  retaliated  on  our 
side,  and  the  retaliation  retorted  by  the  enemy,  so 
that  an  indiscriminate  and  universal  destruction 
of  the  prisoners  on  each  side  is  the  menaced  con- 
sequence of  the  execution  of  one  of  the  presumed 
Englishmen  ordered  home  for  trial. 

Before  we  enter  upon  this  career  of  coldblooded 
massacre,  it  behooves  us,  byevery  obligation  which 
we  owe  to  God,  to  our  fellow-men,  and  to  our- 
selves, to  be  certain  that  the  right  is  with  us,  and 
that  the  duty  is  imperative.  If  in  a  moment  of 
excited  feeling  we  should  heedlessly  enact  the 
fatal  deed  which  consigns  thousands  of  the  gal- 
lant and  the  brave  Americans  and  Britons  to  an 
ignominious  death,  and  should  afterwards  dis- 
cover that  the  deed  was  criminal ;  that  the  blood 
of  the  innocent  is  upon  us,  and  the  cries  of  their 
fatherless  infants  have  ascended  against  us  to  the 
throne  of  the  Most  High ;  how  shall  We  siJence 
the  reproaches  of  conscience ;  how  atone  for  the 
wide  spread  and  irreparable  mischief;  or  how 
efiace  trom  the  American  name  the  infamous 
stain  that  will  be  stamped  upon  it  ?  With  mo- 
tives thus  awfully  obligatory  to  a  correct  decis- 
ion, we  are  in  imminent  danger  of  error,  from 
causes  of  which  we  are  not  aware.  A  portion  of 
o#  population,  inconsiderable  in  number  as  com- 
pared with  the  whole  mass,  but  influential,  because 
of  their  activity,  violence^  boldness,  and  their 
control  of  the  popular  presses — I  mean,  sir,  that 
part  of  our  naturalized  citizens,  who,  not  content 
with  pursuing  the  private  occupations  of  industry, 
undertake  to  manage  the  afiairs  of  State,  or  teach 
us  how  they  should  be  managed— have  systemati- 
cally and  zealously  labored  to  disseminate  false 
principles,  and  excite  prejudices  and  passions  cal- 
culated to  mislead  the  public  mind.  Divesting 
ourselves  as  far  as  possible  from  all  hasty  impres- 
sions, let  us  examine  upon  what  foundation  rests 
the  right  to.  put  our  prisoners  to  death,  in  revenge 
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{k  tho  execution  of  th«  nen  who  are  to  be  tried 
ui  Iftsglaiid  for  treason.    If  it  shall  be,  that  these 
men  are  natiye  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  who 
kre  never  pretended  to  shake  off  their  allegiance 
bf  natualization   here,  their  crime  in  maicing 
var  against  their  acknowledged  country,  and  ac- 
tually iorading  iu  territories,  is  so  manifesilv 
treason,  and  the  right  of  their  country  to  punish 
focii  treatsoa  is  so  complete,  that  I  will  nOt  pre- 
Mune  it  necesary  to  argue  upon  either  of  these 
topics.    If  the  enemy  has  a  perfect  right  to  re- 
gacd  them  as  traitors,  we  cannot  hay?  the  incon- 
sUtent  rigkt  to  avenge,  with  innocent  blood,  their 
iitst  down.    But  it  may  be  that  some  of  them  are 
Briiisfc  sobjecu  naturalized  in  America.    I  be- 
Here  this  is  not  the  fact.    We  have  no  official  in- 
ibmatioo ;  bat  from  the  most  respectable  inof- 
ticml  sources  I  learn  it  is  not  the  fact.   If  it  should 
he,  tewerer,  a  very  interesting  inquiry  presents 
its^.     What  is  the  effect  of  naturalization  in 
merin^  the  ties  which  bind  a  man  to  his  native 
floUBtrj,  lUid  in  requiring,  as  against  its  claims, 
tkaprofectioQ  of  his  adopted  country?    It  is  my 
•oatietioo,  that  erroneous  opinions  prevail  upon 
ihk  poiDt.    It  is  a  point  on  which  this  country, 
fViouuded  by  foreign  territories,  into  which  our 
are  migrating  in  vast  numbers,  has  a 
interest  to  form  correct  opinions. 
oliticai  association  must  be  considered 
_  ^Jy  founded  on  a  contract  between  each 

of  m  aeiDbers  and  the  whole  body.  Each  stip- 
i  to  yield  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  to  re- 
Irom  acts  desunctiveof  the  existence  of  the 
while  the  community,  as  such,  stipuUtes 
10  scaoie  to  each  individual  the  enjoyment  of  his 
wgfcta-  The  duration  of  such  an  association^  if 
aoC  ^aied  by  the  original  compact,  is  necessarily 
wlimttrd  When  any  of  iu  members  is  desirous 
la  hat  himself  from  his  engagements,  it  is  mani- 
lat  ihat  he  eaniK>t  do  it  by  his  own  act,  at  his 
Mift  pleasure;  for  such  a  power  would  be  utterly 
usiatent  with  the  notion  of  an  obligation.  lie 
he  released  from  his  contract  only  upon  the 
of  some  event  which  by  the  terms  of 
itt  aaaoeiation,  it  is  stipulated,  shall  have  such 
4ieL  or  by  the  consent  of  the  community  to  which 
he  was  bound.  As  is  the  state  of  the  original 
ta  the  association,  such  is  that  of  their  de- 
^ta.  Children  in  every  political  community 
be  Tiewed  as  succeeding  to  the  rights  and 
with  them  to  the  consequent  obligations  of  their 
paresia;  bat  for  this  principle  the  great  induce- 
mmt  to  tke  social  state,  the  desire  of  providing 
ht  the  aeeaiiiy  and  happiness  of  a  lamily,  would 
ktJUl9ihiisted,and  the  trammels  of  Government 
■avar  would  be  submitted  to.  But  for  this,  that 
panclaal  succession  which  keeps  up  the  identity 
«aia  aatioa,  although  its  individuals  are  all  in  a 
sCaia  af  decay  aiid  renovation,  which  gives  it  a 
lOipaiatt  being  essential  to  its  action,  is  at  once 
ieaifoyad.  From  these  principles,  or  principles 
ikt  iheai^  it  is,  that  all  jurisu  agree  that  when  a 
f^jffrffi  society  is  formed  the  fundamental  laws 
rf  that  society  may  prescribe  when  and  upon 
abac  terms  only  any  individual  of  it  shall  be 
facA  from  his  engagement  to  defend  it.    That 


such  society  possesses  this  right  is  a  prineiple  of 
universal  law ;  no  dictum  ean  be  found  to  con*> 
tradict  it.  How  such  right  shall  be  exercised 
must  of  course  depend  on  the  wisdom  and  virtue 
of  the  society  itself^  or  of  those  who  enact  its 
laws.  It  must  be  perfectly  obvious  that  in  any 
case  where  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  society 
do  not  petmit  the  individual  to  release  himself 
from  his  engagement  the  intervention  of  a  third 
party  cannot  effect  this  release.  A  promise  of  A 
to  6  cannot  be  discharged  by  an  act  of  C.  The 
effect  therefore  which  the  naturalization  in  any 
country  of  the  subject  of  another  has  upon  the 
original  obligations  of  that  subject  to  his  native 
country  must  depend  upon  its  law,  prescribing  to 
what  extent  and  under  what  circumstances  these 
original  oUif  ations  may  be  lessened  or  destroyed. 
The  institutions  of  different  countries  vary  from 
each  other  in  this  respect]  some  are  more  rigid 
and  others  more  indulgent.  But  I  know  of  but  one 
State  on  earthy  the  State  of  Virginia,  which  allows 
the  native  subject  or  citizen  so  completely  to  divest 
himself  of  his  original  character  as  to  raise  against 
her  with  impunity  the  hand  of  parricide.  Vir* 
ginia  by  a  statute  does  permit  a  citizen  by  a  for- 
mal deed,  executed  before  witnesses,  acknowl- 
edged in  court  and  recorded,  to  ^uit-claim  and 
renounce  his  birthright,  and  thenceforth  to  be 
deemed  as  though  he  never  bad  been  of  the  State. 
All  other  States  in  the  civilized  world  impose 
this  restraint,  that  their  original  subject  shall 
never  wage  war  against  his  country. 

With  the  fundamental  laws  of  Bngland  in  re- 
latioa  to  ibis  subject,  we  hare  a  perfect  aeauainl- 
ance.  In  general,  every  man  is  there  at  liberty 
to  quit  the  kingdom,  to  pursue  abroad  such  occu- 
pations, and  enter  into  such  engagemenu  as  he 
may  find  beneficial ;  but  on  the  express  condition 
that  he  shall  not  violate  his  faith  tohissoverawa, 
the  first  great  duty  of  which  is,  not  to  invade  hla 
territories  and  war  against  his  subjects.  I  was 
surprised  to  hear  a  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
whose  good  sense  and  independence  I  much  re- 
spect, (Mr.  MoNTOOMBBT,)  acffuc  that  the  per- 
mission to  a  British  subject  to  leave  his  country; 
was  an  implied  consent  that  he  might  throw  oft 
all  ailegiauce  to  it.  Such  an  implication  is  dona 
away  by  the  very  terms  of  the  permission.  The 
law  IS  as  old  as  Magna  Charta,  and  has  been  uni- 
form down  to  this  day.  ^^Licidt  tmcmque  de 
cetero  exire  de  regno  fumtro,  et  redire  soiao  et  sap* 
cure,  per  terram  et  par  aquam^salwi  fide  no^raJ* 
23d  article  Abbott's  edition  of  Magna  Charta. 
<^  It  may  be  lawful  for  every  one  hereafter  to  go 
out  of  our  kingdom,  and  return  safely  and  secure* 
ly,  by  land  and  by  sea,  saving  his  faith  to  os."  la 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  occurred  the  case  of  Dc 
Story,  which  gentlemen  will  find  accurately  re- 
ported.—2d  Dyer,  298,  b.  304.  A  native  of  Eng- 
land, he  had  long  quitted  that  country ;  had  be- 
come a  subject  df  Philip  of  Spain,  and  had  actu- 
ally been  received  as  Ambassador  from  Philip  at 
the  English  Court.  He  was  indicted  for  treason ; 
he  pleaded  the  fact  of  his  having  become  a  Span- 
ish subject;  the  plea  was  overruled;  he  was 
aouTicted  and  executed.    The  ease  of  Caloae 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1563 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


1564 


H.  OF  R. 


The  Loan  Bill, 


Februart,  1814* 


Townly  occorred  in  1746.  He  was  indicted  for 
treason  in  aiding^  in  the  rebellion  of  1745;  was 
conricted  and  executed ;  notwithstanding  the  fact 
of  his  having  become  a  French  subject,  and  bear- 
ing a  French  commission.  The  case  of  JEneas 
McDonald,  in  the  same  year,  was  more  remarka- 
ble. He  had  left  Scotland,  his  native  land,  a 
mere  infant,  and  erer  afterwards  resided  in 
France.  As  a  subject  of  the  King  of  France,  and 
an  officer  in  his  army,  he  accompanied  the  Pre- 
tender in  1745;  was  taken  prisoner,  indicted  for 
treason,  and  convicted.  He  was,  indeed,  not  exe- 
cuted. The  hardship  of  his  fate  excited  commis- 
eration; and,  upon  the  recommendation  of  his 
jury  to  mercy,  his  sentence  was  commuted  to 
perpetual  banishment.  It  is  vain  to  multiply 
proofs.  Nothing  can  be  more  certain  than  the 
bnglish  laWjin  relation  to  its  subjects  naturalized 
abroad,  waging  war  against  their  country.  The 
law  of  France  is  more  strict,  and  equally  precise. 
The  edict  of  Trianon,  of  23d  August,  1813,  with 
great  decision,  declares — ^  No  Frenchman  can  be 
naturalized  abroad  without  our  consent,"  (that  is 
of  the  Emperor ;)  and  that  *'•  Frenchmen  natural- 
ixed  abroad,  even  without  our  permission,  can  at 
BO  time  carry  arms  against  France,  under  pain 
of  being[  indicted  in  our  courts,  and  condemned  to 
the  punishment  enacted  in  thejpenal  code." — Book 
3,  c.  75.  During  the  French  Revolution,  in  1795, 
a  corps  of  emigrants,  whom  oppression  and  brutal 
violence  had  compelled  to  quit  their  country, 
formed  themselves  into  an  army  in  the  pay  and 
employment  of  Britain,  and  as  such  engaged  in 
the  in-fated  expedition  to  duiberon.  They  were 
made  prisoners,  and  executed  as  traitors.  What 
is  our  own  law?  In  every  State  of  the  Union, 
except  Virginia,  it  is  precisely  the  law  which  ob- 
tains in  Great  Britain — no  man  shall  exempt 
himself  from  the  obligation  not  to  war  against  his 
country ;  and,  in  Virginia,  even,  he  can  onlv  get 
rid  of  this  obligation  by  observing  the  stipulated 
forms  which  its  law  prescribes.  Naturalization 
granted  io  another  country  has  no  effect  whatever 
to  destroy  his  original  primary  allegiance.  A 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  feppEs)  informed 
tts  that,  under  a  British  statute,  two  years  volun- 
tary service  in  their  navy,  ipso  factOj  naturalized 
a  foreigner.  Be  it  so,  sir.  Let  us  suppose  that, 
during  our  restrictions  on  commerce,  an  Ameri- 
ioan  citizen,  a  Virginian  for  instance,  who  had 
Bot  ffone  through  the  stipulated  formalities  of  ex- 
patriation, had  entered  on  board  the  British  navy, 
and  after  serving  there  two  years,  and  thus  be- 
coming a  naturalized  subject  of  George  III.  had 
infamously  joined  in  the  invasion  of  his  native 
land.  Suppose  this  miscreant  taken  prisoner, 
heading  a  hostile  band  at  the  burning  of  Havre, 
or  at  the  atrocious  outrages  of  Hampton,  and  ar- 
raigned for  treason  in  levying  war  against  the 
United  States,  what  defence  could  be  made  for 
him?  ii  there  a  gentleman  in  the  House,  with 
any  pretensions  to  legal  science,  who  will  so  far 
hazard  bis  reputation  as  to  allege  that  a  defence 
eottld  be  made  for  him  ?  Is  there  a  judge  in  our 
laad,  from  those  who  adorn  the  bench  of  our  Su- 
pfema  Court  down  to  the  humblett  in  capacity 


and  office,  who  could  be  even  amused  by  the 
miserable  sophistry  that  naturalization  in  Britain 
repealed  our  law  of  treason  ?  No,  sir,  the  traitor 
would  be  condemned — inevitably  condemned  ; 
and  if  the  President  were  frightened  from  exe- 
cuting the  sentence,  by  an  insolent  threat  from 
Britain  to  put  innocent  Americans  to  death  ia 
revenge  for  the  just  doom  of  the  convict,  he  would 
encounter  the  contempt  and  execration  of  his 
country.  How  is  it,  then,  that  we  undertake,  by 
such  nienaces,  to  deter  the  enemy  from  executing 
a  like  law,  under  like  circumstances,  against  her 
unnatural  children? 

This  law  against  the  alienation  of  allegiance  is 
no  relic  of  tyranny;  it  is  founded  in  the  analogy 
of  nature,  and  essential  to  the  harmony  of  the 
world.  There  is  a  striking  similitude  between 
the  duties  of  a  citizen  to  his  country,  and  those 
of  a  son  to  his  father.  Indeed,  sir,  what  is  the 
word  countrv  but  a  comprehensive  phrase,  eiu- 
bracin^all  those  charities  which  ^row  out  of  the 
domestic  relations  of  parents,  children,  kindred,' 
and  friends?  When  the  boy  has  attained  man- 
hood, and  the  father's  care  is  no  longer  necessary 
to  ^uard  him  from  daily  harms,  he  is  at  liberty  to 
quit  the  parental  roof;  to  become  the  inmate  of 
another  family ;  there  form  connexions  essential 
to  his  happiness,  and  take  .upon  himself  obliga- 
tions of  respect  and  tenderness  as  the  adopted  son 
of  other  parents.  But  is  nature's  first  great  bond 
utterly  severed?  ^  Can  he  return  at  the  btddiQ^ 
of  his  new  friends  to  ravage  and  destroy  the  home 
of  his  childhood,  and  pollute  it  with  the  life-blood 
of  those  from  whom  he  received  life?  Would 
this, be  but  an  ordinary  trespass — a  common  hom- 
icide— which  provocation  might  extenuate,  ex- 
cuse, or  even  justify  ?  An  association,  sir,  formed 
by  a  resurrection  of  the  wretches  w&o  have  died 
on  the  gibbet,  would  disdain  such  a  principle  in 
their  code.  What  is  the  jargon  of  modern  expa- 
triation but  the  same  principle  interpolated  into 
the  code  of  nations? 

The  peace  and  independence  of  every  State, 
and  of  none  more  than  ours^  demand  that  the 
citizen  should  not  be  released  from  the  just  clainns 
of  his  country  by  the  interference  of  foreign  Pow- 
ers. Give  to  such  interference  this  effect,  and 
every  nation  is  made  dependent  upon  the  arbi- 
trary exercise  of  a  foreign  right  to  control  and 
regulate  its  vital  concerns.  The  Spanish  domin- 
ions to  the  South,  and  the  British  territories  to 
the  Northj  have  tempted  from  us  many  of  our 
boldest  spirits.  Let  them  go;  let  them  there  en- 
joy every  privilege,  if  they  can  find  it,' which  in 
our  happy  country  is  given  to  the  fugitive  Euro- 
pean; every  privilege  which  is  essential  to  their 
comfort.  Let  them  pursue  in  tranquillity  their 
industrious  occupations,  realize  the  profits  of  en- 
terprise, and  be  protected  from  every  invasion  of 
individual  right.  In  return  for  these  a'dvanta^es, 
let  them,  like  the  Europeans  whom  we  naturalize, 
render  a  cheerful  obedience  to  the  laws,  perform 
every  social  doty  which  is  assigned  to  them,  and 
contribute  to  the  support  of  the  Government  a 
fair  proportion  of  their  gains.  But  permit  them 
not  to  forget  the  country  which  gave  them   birth 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


156S 


fflSTORT  OP  CONGRBSa 


1566 


fCBIDUST,  1814. 


The  Loan  BiU. 


H.  or  R. 


\ 


and  ^tected  their  iofaney.  Suffer  tbem  DOt 
with  impunity  to  be  converted  into  hostile  tribes, 
wkose  numbers  may  be  swelled  from  day  to  day 
by  the  factioasy  the  restless,  and  the  criminal, 
who  have  bat  to  pass  an  ideal  Hoe,  and  the  duty 
of  obedience  is  coaverted  into  the  right  to  de- 
stroT.  > 

Uokas  I  am  greatly  deceived,  the  law  of  Eng- 
aad  most  be  suffered  to  have  its  course  with  the 
IndividoaU,  if  natives  of  England,  and  qiigrating 
to  us  since  the  Revolution,  who  are  sent  thither 
Ibr  trial.  Whether  they  ought  to  be  executed,  if 
conTieted,  is  a  Tery  different  question.  Consid- 
ering the  intimate  connexion  which  common 
origiBy  kogoage,  and  manners,  and  intimate  com- 
merce has  heretofore  induced  between  the  coun- 
tries and  the  consequent  interchange  of  their  in- 
hmhitmnt* ;  remembering,  too,  that  general  laws 
are  often  cmel  in  their  application  to  particular 
eases,  the  Execntive  authority  in  |hat  country  is 
loaod  by  the  strongest  motives  to  consult  the  dic- 
of  humanity,  and  forbear  the  too  rigorous 
~  te  of  right.  But  if  these  considerations 
not  there  prevail,  and  the  severe  penalty 
of  the  law  of  treason  is  exacted,  as  of  right  it  may 
he,  ^ail  we,  without  right,  without  the  semblance 
of  law,  coldly  murder  those  who  are  in  our  power 
who  wre  committed  no  treason  against  us.  and> 
afCadait  whom  crime  is  not  pretended  ?  Is  this 
emOed  retaliation  7  Britain  executes  British  trai- 
tors senring  in  the  American  Army,  regularly 
tried  and  convicted  of  treason,  and  we,  in  return, 
flcecote — whom  7  American  traitors,  serving  in 
like  British  army,  and  convicted  of  treason  ?  jVo, 
Vat  fiaithfol,  loyal  men,  bearing  arms  in  the  cause 
of  their  natire  country !  tried  by  no  law !  offenders 
i^aittst  no  law !  Sir,  the  pretension  is  monstrous? 
I  kmre  aaet  with  no  instance  of  such  a  pretension 
beia^  erer  asserted  in  a  civilized  country.  Did 
Fhilip  of  Spain  retaliate  in  this  way  for  the  ex- 
cention  of  Dr,  Story  ?  Did  France  retaliate  for 
t^  execution  of  Colonel  Townly  ?  Did  Britain 
tras  r^aliate  for  the  execution  of  the  French 
cnig^rants  taken  at  duiberon  ?  I  have  heard  it 
i^id  chat  Napper  Tandy,  an  Irishman,  naturalized 
laFrance,  was  surrendered  upon  a  threat  of  re- 
laiiatioii  from  France.  I  doubt  the  fact— the 
oidf  eTidenee  of  it  is  in  a  note  to  an  evidentlv 
VtukaX  and  one-sided  account  of  his  trial  in  acol- 
leeHott  of  Curran's  Speeches.  In  no  authentic 
r^^ister  have  I  been  able  to  find  it.  But,  if  it  were 
trae,  the  note  itself  states  that  the  ground  on 
which  he  was  demanded,  was  not  that  he  had 
heeii  naturalized  by  France,  and  therefore  not 
liaMe  to  be  executed  for  treason ;  but  because  he 
had  l>een  aojiMty  seized  at  Hamburg,  in  neu- 
tral territory,  and  oueht  to  be  returned.  Theo- 
bald Wolfe  Tone,  Tandy's  associate,  and,  like 
biiB,  an  officer  of  France,  but  not  like  him,  ar- 
r«stedl«  a  violated  neutral  territory,  was  neither 
de landed  or  delivered.  Condemned  to  death,  he 
ekujged  the  mode  of  its  execution  by  committing 
saicide.  And  shall  my  country,  claiming  to  ex- 
cel ia  humanity,  as  it  excels  in  freedom,  the  na- 
tiaaa  of  Europe,  shall  it  be  the  first  to  avow  a 
Bonstrous,  aofooaded  preteniioB,  and  vindicate 


it  by  innocent  blood  7  Shall  it  teach  a  lesson  of 
barbarity  to  the  hardened  chieftains  of  slaughter, 
of  which  they  were  before  ignorant?  Shall  it 
seek  to  protect  foreigners  from  the  vengeanee*of 
their  sovereigns,  at  the  cost  of  immolating  its  own 
native  citizens  ?  Shall  it  doom  a  revolutionary 
Winchester,  or  a  gallant  Winder,  to  a  shameful 
death,  because  it  cannot  save  alien  traitors  from 
their  legal  fate  ? 

Think  for  a  moment,  sir,  on  the  consequences, 
and  deem  it  not  uaworthy  of  you  to  regard  them. 
True  courage  shuts  not  its  eyes  upon  danger  or 
its  results.  It  views  them  steadily,  and  calmly 
resolves  whether  they  ought  to  be  encountered. 
Already  has  this  Canadian  war  a  character  suf- 
ficiently cruel,  as  Newark,  Buffalo,  and  Niagara 
can  testify.  But  when  the  spirit  of  ferocity  shall 
have  been  maddened  by  the  vapor  steaming  from 
the  innocent  blood  that  shall  stagnate  around 
every  depot  of  prisoners,  then  will  it  become  a 
war,  not  of  savage,  but  of  demoniac  character. 
Your  part  of  it  may  perhaps,  be  ably  sustained — 
your  way  through  the  Canadas  may  be  traced 
afar  off  by  the  snioke  of  their  burning  villages-^ 
your  path  may  be  marked  by  the  blood  of  their 
furious  peasantry — you  may  render  your  course 
audible  by  the  frantic  shrieks  of  their  women  and 
children.  But  your  own  sacred  soil  will  also  be 
the  scene  of  this  drama  of  fiends.  Your  exposed 
and  defenceless  seaboard,  the  seaboard  of  the 
South,  will  invite  a  terrible  vengeance.  That  sea- 
board which  has  been  shamefully  neglected,  and 
is  at.  this  moment  without  protection,  has  been 
already  invaded.  But  an  invasion,  after  the  war 
shall  have  assumed  its  unmitigated  form  of  car- 
nage, and  woe,  and  wickedness,  must  be  followed 
with  horrors  which  imagination  can  but  faintlv 
conceive.  I  will  not  trust  myselfto  tell  you  all  I  feel, 
all  my  constituents  feel,  upon  this  subject.  But  I 
will  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that 
when  he  alludes  to  the  probability  that  an  intes- 
tine foe  may  be  roused  to  assassination  and  bru- 
tality, he  touches  a  chord  that  vibrates  to  the  very 
heart.  Yes,  sir.  Hive  in  a  State  whose  misfor- 
tune it  is  to  contain  the  materials  out  of  which 
may  be  made  such  a  foe — a  foe  that  will  be  found 
everywhere — in  our  fields,  our  kitchens,  and  our 
chambers;  a  foe,  ignorant,  degraded  by  habits  of 
servitude,  uncurbed  by  moral  restraints — whom 
no  recollections  of  former  kindness  will  soften, 
and  whom  the  remembrance  of  severity  will  goad 
to  frenzy — from  whom  nor  age,  nor  infancy,  nor 
beauty,  will  find  reverence  or  pity — and  whose 
subjugation  will  be  but  another  word  for  extermi- 
nation. Such  a  foe,  sir,  may  be  added  to  fill  up 
the  measure  of  our  calamities.  Let  me  not  be 
misunderstood-o-let  no  gentleman  misconceive 
my  meaning.  Do  I  state  these  consequences  to 
intimidate  or  deter  you?  I  think  better  of  my 
countrymen.  I  hope  and  believe,  in  the  language 
of  Wilkinson  to  Prevost^  the  Americans  will  not 
be  deterred  from  pursuing  what  is  right  by  any 
dread  of  consequences.  No,  sir,  I  state  them  to 
rouse  your  attention  and  waken  your  scrutiny 
into  the  correctness  of  the  course  you  are  pursu- 
ing.   If  on  mature  deliberation  you  are  sure  that 
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TOO  are  eight,  proceed,  regardless  of  what  may 
nappen. 

'*Jtutum  et  Unaeempromoiiiimrum — 

Sifraeiui  iUabaiur  orbit f 

Lnpaoidum  ferient  ruinm." 

^The  man  resolv'd  and  steady  to  his  tnist» 
Inflexible  to  ill,  and  obstinately  jnst; 

•  •  •  •  • 

From  orbs  convulsM  should  all  the  planets  fly, 
World  crush  on  world,  and  ocean  mix  with  ukj; 
Hs,  unconeera'd,  would  view  the  ialling  whole, 
And  still  maintain  the  purpose  of  his  souL" 

But  reflect  well  I  conjure  you,  ))efore  reflection 
is  too  late.  Let  not  passion  or  prejudice  dictate 
the  decision ;  if  erroneous,  its  reversal  may  be  de- 
creed by  a  liation's  miseries,  and  by  the  world's 
abhorrence. 

Mr.  Chairman,  turning  from  the  gloomy  view 
of  the  efiects  of  the  Canada  war,  my  attention  is 
,  arrested  by  another  consequence  likely  to  follow 
from  it,  on  which  I  will  not  long  deuin  vou,  but 
which  is  not  less  interesting  nor  less  alarming. 
In  proportion  as  gentlemen  become  heated  in 
their  pursuit  of  conquest,  and  are  baffled  in  tbeir 
efforts  to  overtake  it^  the  object  becomes  valuable 
in  their  estimation^nd  success  is  more  identified 
wjth  their  pride.  The  conquest  of  Canada,  con- 
templated as  an  easy  sport,  without  a  fixed  design 
either  to  keep  it,  to  secure,  or  surrender  it  to  pur- 
chase rights,  has  frotn  its  difficulty  swelled  into 
an  importance  which  causes  it  to  be  valued  aboye 
all  rights.  Patriotism  was  relied  on  to  fill  the 
ranks  of  the  invading  army ;  but  it  did  not  suffi- 
ciently answer  the  call.  These  ranks,  however, 
must  be  filled — avarice  is  next  resorted  to — the 
most  enormous  price  is  bid  for  soldiers,  that  was 
ever  oflfered  in  any  age  or  country.  Should  this 
fail,  what  is  the  next  scheme?  There  is  no  re- 
serve or  concealment.  It  has  been  avowed  that 
the  next  scheme  is  a  conscription.  It  is  known 
that  this  scheme  was  recommended  even  at  this 
session  by  the  War  Department,  and  that  it  was 
postponed  only  to  try  first  the  effect  of  enormous 
bountv.  The  freemen  of  this  country  are  to  be 
draughted  from  the  ranks  of  the  militia,  and  forced 
abroad  as  military  machines,  to  wage  a  war  of 
conquest !  Sir,  I  have  been  accustomed  to  con- 
sider the  little  share  which  I  have  in  the  Consti- 
tution of  these  United  States,  as  the  most  valua- 
ble patrimony  I  have  to  leave  to  those  beings  in 
whom  I  hope  my  name  and  remembrance  to  be 
perpetuated.  But  I  solemnly  declare,  that  if  such 
a  doctrine  be  ingrafted  into  this  Constitution.  I 
shall  regard  it  as  without  value,  and  care  not  for 
its  preservation.  Even  in  France,  where  man, 
inured  to  despotism,  has  become  so  passive  and 
subservient  as  almost  to  lose  the  faculty  of  feel- 
ing oppression,  and  the  capacity  to  perceive  it, 
even  there,  sir,  the  tyranny  of  conscription  rouses 
him  to  the  assertion  of  his  innate  freedom,  to 
struggle  against  slavery  in  its  most  malignant 
form.  No,  sir,  not  the  dread  of  all  (ne  severe 
punishments  ordained  for  refractory  conscripts, 
not  the  "peine  du  houlety^  the  ^HravauxpubliqaeB^^' 
nor  deam  itself,  can  stupify  him  into  seeming  sub- 


mission.*    He  yields  only  to  absolute  force,  ai^l 
is  marched  to  the  field  of  glory  manacled  aii4 
handcuffed.    And  is  such  a  principle  to  be  intro- 
duced into  our  benign,  our  free  institutions  ?    Be* 
lieve  m^  the  attempt  will  be  fatal— it  cannot  sue* 
ceed  but  by  military  terror — it  will  be  the  signal 
for  drawing  the  sword  at  home.    Americans  are 
not  fitted  to  be  the  slaves  of  a  system  of  French 
conscription,  the  most  detestable  of  the  inventtoas 
of  tyranny.    Sir,  I  hear  it  whispered  near  me^ 
this  is  not  worse  than  the  impressmeat  of  seamea. 
It  is  worse,  infinitely  worse.    Impressment  force* 
seamen  to  serve  in  the  public  ships  of  their  ceun* 
try,  instead  of  pursuing  their  occupation  in  the 
merchant  service.    It  changes  their  employn»enC 
to  one  more  rigorous,  of  longer  continuance,  of 
greater  danger.    But  it  is  yet  employment  of  the 
same  kind-— it  is  yet  employment  for  which  they' 
are  fitted  by  usage  and  education.    But  conscrip- 
tion is  indiscrimmate  in  the  victims  of  its  tyranny* 
The  age,  not  the  pursi^t,  of  the  conscript  is  thft 
sole  criterion  of  his  fitness.    Whaterer  be  his 
habits,  whatever  his  immediate  views,  whateFer 
his  designed  occupation  in  life,  a  stern  mandate 
tears  him  from  the  roof  of  his  father,  from  the 
desk,  the  office,  the  plough,  or  the  workshop,  and 
he  is  carried  far  from  home  to  fight  in  foreiga 
climes  the  battles  of  ambition.    But,  sir,  if  con- 
scription were  not  worse  than  impressment  I 
should  not  lose  my  objection  to  it — I  am  not  pce*- 
pared  to  assent  to  the  introduction  of  either  con- 
ecription  or  impressment  into  my  country.    For 
all  the  British  territories  in  the  Western  world,  I 
would  not.    Fight  for  sailors'  rights— vet  rivet 
on  our  citizens  a  French  conscription  ?    Fight 
for  rights  on  the  ocean,  and  annihilate  the  most 
precious  of  all  rights  at  home — the  right  of  a  free*^ 
man  never  to  be  forced  out  of  his  own  country  1 
How  alarming  is  the  infatuation  of  that  zeal, 
which  in  its  ardor  for  attaining  its  object,  tramples 
in  the  dust  objects  of  infinitely  higher  price ! 

What  is  the  probability  of  socoess  in  tius 
scheme  of  conquest,  is  a  topic  on  which  I  mech 
not  to  enlarge.  It  is  not  necessary  that  I  shouldi 
for  others  have  ablv  discussed  it.  That  you  may 
take  Upper  Canada,  that  vou  may  overrun  the 
lower  province  I  believe ;  but  that  you  will  take 
Quebec,  while  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  ia 
commanded  .by  a  hostile  fleet,  I  cannot  believe  ; 
if  an  opposite  thought  sometimes  get  possession 


*  The  system  of  conscription  is  upheld  in  France, 
by  the  most  rigorous  punishments  ujpon  all  who  are 
instrumental  in  evading  its  operation.  The  most 
ruiooos  firies  are  imposed  upon  the  parents  of  the  re- 
fractory conscript,  and  where  they  are  accessary  to  his 
escape  the  severest  corporal  punishment,  such  as 
branding  with  hot  irons,  public  exposure,  and  impris- 
onment. The  "  Peine  du  Bonlet,"  is  an  iron  ball  of 
eight  pounds  weight,  fiMtened  to  the  leg  by  aU  iron 
chain  seven  feet  long.  It  is  accompanied  with  hard 
labor  of  ten  hours  daily,  and,  in  the  intervals  of  rest, 
solitary  confinement.  H  lasts  ten  years,  and  the  poor 
wretch  wean  a  disgraceful  drass^  the  esaiblem  of  his 
ignoffliny---the  **travaux  pnbliqnea"  are  employed  in 
such  Dublic  Ubors  as  the  Government  may  direct.— 
NiOt  hy  Mr.  Ga$Um. 
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of  BIT  imagioatioD,  I  find  it  spriogiog  from  that 
impulse  of  the  heart  which  makes  me  fancy  yic- 
tory  perebed  on  the  standard  of  my  country,  and 
DOt  the  result  of  an  exertion  of  the  understanding. 
Btt,tir,if  you  should  conquer  the  Canadas.  sub- 
due NoTi  Scotia,  and  possess  yourselres  of  all 
the  British  territories  in  America — if,  after  im- 
poferishing  your  country  by  ruinous  loans  and 
griadiog  down  your  people  by  oppressire  taxes, 
]rofl  should  wide  at  last  through  the  horrorn  of 
urasion,  misttcre  of  i)rtsoners,  a  servile  war, 
and  a  miHtary  conscription  to  the  now  darling 
ebjeci  of  your  wishes — I  pray  you,  sir,  what  is 
then  to  ie  done?  What  do  you  design  to  do 
with  d^  conquered  territory  ?  We  will  keep  it, 
say  ibe  gentlemen  from  Vermont  and  Pennsyl- 
▼ttJa  (Mr.  Bbadlst  and  Mr.  Inoebsoll.)  We 
wfllkttp  it,  because  it  is  an  object  with  our  peo- 
ple,* because  it  will  keep  off  Indian  wars,  and 
lecnbote  ns  for  the  wrongs  we  have  sustained. 
Ibeliere^  indeed,  that,  if  conquered,  there  wilt  be 
t  powerfol  party  to  the  North  and  West  that 
wul  not  eonsent  to  part  with  it — with  whom  it  is 
tt  object  But  how  shall  it  be  kept  ?  As  a  con- 
fined proTiBce  ?  To  retain  it  as  such  against 
(he  efibrts  of  an  exasperated,  though  conquered 
people  withii^  and  the  exertions  of  a  powerful, 
pfOM,tnd  imtated  enemy  without — that  enemy, 
naiicrof  the  sea,  always  able  to  invade  and  to 
iteeor  the  invaders'— will  require  a  military 
sira^  and  a  pecuniary  expenditure  not  less 
coDtittoed  ot  less  in  amount  than  were  demanded 
to  lab  it  Such  a  conquest  is  never  finished; 
when  nomiaally  effected,  it  is  to  be  begun.  But 
wevQl  incorporate  it  into  the  Union — ay,  this 
woqU  be  indeed  a  pleasant  result!  Let  my 
Sondiern  friends — let  gentlemen  who  represent 
dardkrfding  States  attend  to  this.  How  would 
^^oject  take  at  home?  What  would  their 
coostitoeDtsgive  to  have  half  a  dozen  new  States 
iBtde  oot  of  the  Canadas  ?  It  is,  besides,  so  no- 
tiliUaa  exjpedient  for  strengthening  the  nation, 
tBd  m  perfectly  in  accordance  with  the  princi- 
l|^of  oar  form  of  Qovernment !  We  are  to 
nKce  men  into  an  association  the  very  life  of 
vbich  is  freedom,  and  the  breath  of  that  life 
mmtrained  choice !  And  to  give  vigor  to  the 
nstioB,weare  to  admit  into  its  councils,  and  into 
■  fr»jtrtieipatian  of  its  power,  men  whose  dis- 
|»^  4  iu  Qoverbment  has  been  strengthened 
>^  •^honence  by  the  exasperations  of  war,  and 
wi  wio«  affections  are  fixed  upon  its  enemy! 
w  at  all  events  you  are  to  keep  the  Canadas. 
What, then, will  you  do  about  sailors'  rights? 
lou  will  oot  be  a  jot  nearer  to  them  then  than  vou 
wciiow.  How  will  you  procure  them,  or  sect  to 
I*^ire  them?  Will  you  then  begin  in  good 
^^aw  to  protect  or  obtain  them  by  naval  means? 
WoiU  it  not  be  advisable  to  attend  to  this  declared 
^V«trf  the  war  now,  rather  than  wait  until  af- 
IV  the  Gaoadiaa  scheme  is  effected  ?  Perhaps 
^^jMn  to  keep  Canada  and  abandon  sailors' 
fVw^  If  to,  why  not  avow  to  the  people  that 
^  ^•eiqaiest  you  fight  for,  and  not  Tight  ?  But, 
l^pi)  it  is  designed  when  the  conquest  is  ef<* 
^Ktcd  to  giTe  it  back  to  Britain  as  an  eqaivalent 
13iE  Gov.  2d  Sxss.— 50 


for  the  cessation,  on  her  part,  of  some  maritime 
right— for  the  privilege  that  our  ships  shall  not 
be  searched  for  British  sailors.  On  this  question 
you  may  make  an, arrangement  practically  secur- 
ing all  we  ought  now  to  contend  for.  You  will, 
I  hope,  make  it  in  the  pending  negotiation.  But 
that  by  surrender  of  Canada  after  it  is  conquered 
you  may  purchase  from  her  a  disavowal  or  re- 
linquishment of  the  right,  no  man  can  believe, 
who  understands  either  the  views  or  the  prefu- 
dices  of  that  i>eople.  They  believe  the  right  ess 
sential  to  their  naval  existence,  to  deter  their 
seamen  from  general  desertion.  All  classes  in 
that  country  so  regard  it — we  know  there  is  not 
a  difference  of  opinion  among  any  description  of 
politicians  in  the  Kingdom  upon  this  subject.  If 
they  have  any  jealousy  of  you,  (and  I  believe 
some  of  them  have.)  it  is  not  a  jealousy  of  your 
territorial  extent-^but  of  your  fitness  to  become 
their  commercial  and  naval  rival.  Can  it  be  be- 
lieved, then,  that  they  would  compromise  in  a 
surrender  of  a  claim,  which  sorrenaered,  in  their 
judgment,  weakens  them  and  invigorates  you 
where  alone  they  are  apprehensive  of  a  competi- 
tion, for  the  sake  of  preventing  an  accession  to 
^our  territory  which  extends  your  limits,  while 
It  takes  away  from  your  strength  ?  Indulge  no 
such  delusion.  Were  Canada  a  thousand  times 
more  important  to  Britain  than  it  is,  it  were  yet 
of  less  value  than  her  naval  power.  For  the  sake 
of  it  she  would  never  yield  a  principle  on  which 
that  naval  power  depends.  No,  sir,  the  return 
of  conqtiered  Canada,  even  with  the  hoped  for 
agency  in  our  favor  of  the  Russian  Emperor, 
would  not  weigh  a  feather  in  the  scale  against 
what  she  deems  her  first  great  national  interest. 
As  it  regards,  too,  these  fancied  exertions  of  Russia 
in  odr  favor,  gentlemen  surely  deceive  them- 
selves. However  attached  Russia  may  be  to  the 
most  liberal  principles  of  commercial  intercourse, 
she  never  will  array  herself  against  the  rij^ht  of 
the  sovereign  to  compel  the  services  of  his  sea- 
faring subjects.  On  this  head  her  policy  is  not 
less  rigorous  (to  say  the  least)  than  that  of  Eng- 
land. I  will  not  be  more  particular.  A  short 
time  will  probably  show  the  grounds  of  my  belief. 
But,  sir,  among  the  reasons  for  prosecuting  the 
invasion  of  Canada  one  has  been  gravely  stated 
of  a  very  peculiar  kind.  Canada,  says  a  getf- 
tleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,) 
should  be  invaded  to  protect  our  frontiers  and 
seaboard  from  invasion — it  is  the  most  econo- 
mical and  effectnat  method  of  defence.  Although 
this  consideration  presents  nothing  very  splendid 
to  our  view,  yet  it  would  be  worth  all  other  rea- 
sons for  the  invasion  if  it  were  founded  on  fact. 
But, ask  the  people  on  ^our  frontiers  and  on  your 
seaboard,  and  what  will  they  say  ?  They  will 
tell  you,  that  it  is  the  invasion  of  Canada  alone 
which  endangers  them.  Th^  most  effectual  4^- 
fence  to  them  would  be  an  abandonment  of  your 
scheme.  Sir,  an  invasion  of  the  United  States, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  diverting  your  forces  from 
Canada  or  retorting  on  you  the  distresses  of  war, 
cannot  enter  into  the  scheme  of  British  or  Can- 
adian policy.    It  is  not  to  be  prosecuted,  but 
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at  vast  iDconyenience  and  expense,  with  great 
loss  of  useful  soldiers,  under  a  certainty  of  ulti- 
mate failure,  and  without  hope  of  glory  or  gain. 
The  Canadian  yeomanrv,  freed  from  the  terrors 
of  invasion,  will  cheerfully  resume  their  peaceful 
occupations ;  and  such  of  the  British  regulars  as 
are  not  required  for  ordinary  garrison  duty,  in- 
stead of  beio^  employed  in  a  miserable,  predatory, 
yet  destructive  border  warfare,  will  be  sent  to 
mingle  in  the  European  strife,  where  renown 
and  empire  are  the  mighty  stake.  Surely  this 
is  emphatically  the  age  and  the  Government 
of  paradox.  A  war  for  *^  free  trade,"  is  waged 
by  embargo  and  prohibition  of  all  commercial 
intercourse;  *^ sailors' rights"  are  secured  by  im- 
prisoning them  at  home,  and  not  permitting  them 
to  move  from  place  to  place  within  their  prison 
but  by  a  license  from  a  collector,  like  a  negro's 
pass,  and  obtained  on  the  security  of  a  bonds- 
man ;  and  our  frontiers  and  seaboard  are  to  be 
defended  by  an  invasion  of  Canada,  which  can 
alone  endanger  an  attack  I 

But  the  real  efficient  argument  for  perseverance 
in  the  scheme  of  Canadian  conquest  has  been 
given  by  thegentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
Qrdndt.)  We  made  the  war  on  Britain,  says 
the  gentleman,  and  shall  we  restrict  ourselves  to 
defensive  measures  ?  For  what  purpose  was  war 
declared  if  we  do  nothing  against  the  possessions 
of  the  enemy  ?  Yes^  sir,  it  is  the  consideration 
that  this  war  was  originally  offensive  on  our  side, 
that  creates  the,  I  fear,  insuperable  obstacle  to 
our  discontinuance  of  it.  It  were  vain  to  lament 
that  eentlemen  are  under  the  influence  of  feelings 
which  belong  to  human  nature.  It  would  be 
idleness  to  declaim  against  the  sinfulness  or  the 
folly  of  false  pride.  All  must  admit  that  it  is 
one  of  the  greatest  efforts  of  magnanimitv  to  re- 
tract a  course  publicly  known,  and  on  the  cor- 
rectness of  which  reputation  is  staked.  If  honor- 
able gentlemen  could  but  perceive  that  this  dif- 
ficulty is  one  of  pride  only,  and  of  pride  opposing 
their  country's  best  interests,  I  know  that  they 
could,  and  believe  many  of  them  would,  make 
the  effort.  Painful  as  may  be  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  political  error,  yet,  if  they  clearly  saw 
that  either  this  humiliation  must  be  endured,  or 
the  nation  ruined,  they  could  not  hesitate  in  their 
choice  between  such  alternatives.  But,  sir,  I 
wish  not  to  present  such  alternatives  to  their  elec- 
tion; so  difficult  is  it  to  produce  a  conviction 
against  which  the  pride  of  the  heart  rebels,  that 
I  will  not  attempt  it.  Gentlemen  are  not  called 
on  to  retract.  They  may  now  suspend  the  exe- 
cution of  their  scheme  of  invasion  without  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  its  error.  They  may  now, 
without  numiliation,  restrict  themselves  to  de- 
fence, although  the  war  was  in  its  origin  offen- 
sive. A  second  favorable  opportunity  is  present- 
ed of  restoring  tranquillity  to  our  once  happy 
country.  The  first,  the  revocation  of  the  Orders 
in  Council,  was  suffered  to  pass  unimproved.  Let 
not  this  be  lost — a  third  may  not  shortly  occur. 
Tour  enemy  has  invited  a  direct  negotiation  for 
the  restoration  of  peace.  Your  Executive  has 
accepted  the  offer,  and  Ministers  have  been  ap- 


pointed to  meet  the  Commissioners  of  the  oppo- 
site party.  This  circumstance  ought  to  produce 
an  entire  and  essential  change  in  your  policy.  If 
the  Executive  be  sincere  in  the  acceptance  of 
this  proposition  he  must  have  acted  on  the  hope 
that  an  amicable  adiustment  of  differences  might 
be  made.  And  while  there  is  such  a  hope,  such 
a  prospect,  on  what  principle  can  you  justify  in- 
vasion and  conquest?  Force  is  the  substitute, 
not  the  legitimate  coadjutor  of  negotiation.  Na- 
tions fight  because  they  cannot  treat.  Erery  be- 
nevolent feeling  and  correct  principle  are  opposed 
to  an  effusion  of  blood,  an  extension  of  misery, 
which  are  hoped  to  be  unnecessary.  It  is  ntces- 
8iiy  alone  which  furnishes  their  excuse ;  do  aot 
then,  at  the  moment  when  you  avow  a  belief^  a 
hope  at  least,  that  such  necessity  exists  not,  pur- 
sue a  conduct  which,  but  for  its  existence,  is  in- 
human and  detestable. 

Besides,  sir,  if  you  are  earnest  in  the  wish  to 
obtain  peace  from  the  Gottenburg  mission,  sus- 
pend in  the  meantime  offensive  operations,  which 
cannot  facilitate,  and  may  prevent  the  accom- 
plishment of  your  object.  Think  you  that  Brit- 
ain is  to  be  intimidated  by  your  menaced  invasion 
of  her  territories?  If  she  had  not  learned,  by  ex- 
perience, how  harmless  are  your  threats,  she 
would  nevertheless  see  but  little  cause  for  fear. 
She  knows  that*  the  conquest  cannot  be  comple- 
ted in  one,  nor  in  two  campaigns.  And  when 
she  finds  that  every  soldier  whom  you  enlist  is 
to  cost  you,  in  bounty  alone,  upwards  of  one  huu- 
dred  guineas,*  she  will  perceive  that  the  war  is 
more  destructive  to  your  finances,  the  great 
source  of  military  strength,  than  to  her  territorfes. 
The  blow  aimed  at  her  recoils  upon  themselves. 
But  the  eiasperations  which  must  result  from  the 
wrongs  mutually  inflicted  in  the  course  of  the 
campaign,  may  have  a  very  injurious  effect  upon 
the  disposition  to  pursue  pacific  efforts.  They 
will  be  apt  to  create  a  temper  on  each  side,  uo- 
favorable  to  an  amicable  arrangement.  In  truth 
too,  sir,  you  are  not  prepared  for  such  a  campaig^n^ 
as  in  honor  and  humanity  you  can  alone  permit 
yourselves  to  carry  on.  Suppose  by  the  month 
of  May  or  June  you  raise  your  men,  what  are 
they  ?  Soldiers,  fitted  to  take  care  of  themselires 
in  camp,  and  support  the  reputation  of  your  ar- 
mies in  the  fiela  ?  No — they  are  a  mere  rabble 
of  raw  recruits ;  march  them  to  Canada,  and  pes- 
tilence will  sweep  them  off  by  regiments  and 
brigades ;  while  the  want  of  discipline  will  unfit 
those  whom  pestilence  spares,  for  an  honorable 
contest  with  an  experienced  foe.  Instead,  there- 
fore, of  the  hurry  and  bustle  of  filling  your  ranks 
with  recruits  and  rushing  with  them  into  Canada^ 
attend  rather  to  the  training  and  improvement  or 
those  now  in  service.  Make  soldiers  of  them  ; 
by  gradual  enlistments  you  may  regularly  add  to 


*The  bounty  to  each  soldier  is  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four  dollars  cash,  and  one  hundred  and  mstty 
acres  of  land,  which,  at  two  doUan  per  acre,  is  throe 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars—in  all,  four  hondnd  aiad 
forty-four  dollars,  besides  the  eight  doUais  per  man  to 
the  recruiting  agent. 
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Uwir  Bomber,  and  iDsensibljr  incorporate  the  new 
leries  with   the   disciplined  troops.    If  it  should 
bereafter  become   necessary  to  march  into  the 
fieidj  yoa  will   theo    have  an  army  under  your 
command,  not  a  moltitode  without  subordination. 
Sos^peod,  therefore,  iiostiiities  while  you  negoti- 
ate.  Make  an   armistice  until  the  result  of  the 
negotiation  b ascertained.  You  can  lose  nothing ; 
yoa  can  gain' everything  by  such  a  course  ;  then 
aegoliaie  fairly,  with  a  view  to  obtain  for  your 
naiWe  seamen  a  practicable  and  reasonable  secu- 
rity against  impressment,  and  with  a  disposition  to 
iddBritaio  in  commanding  the  services  of  her  own. 
Sncb  an  arrangement  might  have  been   made 
on  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  could 
yoa  have  been  then  satisfied  with  anything  short 
of  an  abandonment  of  the  British  claim  to  search. 
I  doubt  not  bat  thaf  it  may  now  be  made.   More 
yoa  probably  cannot  obtain.    The  time  may  come 
when,  with  greater  e|rect,  yon  can  prefer,  if  ne- 
cessary, higher  claims.    AH  is  hazarded  by  pre- 
cipitately nrging  more  than  your  relative  streng'th 
enabies-yoo  to  enforce.    Permit  your  country  to 
grow  ;  let  no  just  right  be  abandoned ;  if  any  be 
postponed,  it  may  be  advanced  at  a  more  oppor- 
tune sessoxijJHrith  better  prospect  of  success.    If 
yoa  will  qoit  this  crusade  against  Canada,  and 
seek  peace  in  the  spirit  of  accommodation,  and 
(permit  me  to  add)  if  you  will  forego  your  em- 
]»ric  seheme  of  embargo  and  commercial  restric- 
tions, yon  will   restore   harmony  at  home,  and 
allay  that  wide-spread,  and  in  some  places  alarm- 
ing spirit  of  discontent  that  prevails  in  our  land. 
Andif  yonr  pacific  efforts  fail,  if  an  obstinate  and 
implacable  foe  will  not  agree  to  such  a  peace  as 
the  country  can  with  credit  accept,  then  appeal 
to  the  candor  and  spirit  of  your  people  for  a 
Otmstitutional  support,  with  a  full  assurance  that 
siuch  an  appeal  under  such  circumstances  cannot 
be  made  in  vain. 

It  is  time,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  should  release 
yoa  from  the  fatigue  of  hearing  me.  There  is 
Dot  oae  more  topic  to  which  I  solicit  your  atten- 
tion. Biany  admonitions  have  been  addressed  to 
the  minority,  by  gentlemen  on  the  ministerial 
side  of  this  House,  not  without  merit,  and  I  hope 
not  without  edification,  on  the  evils  or  violent  op- 
poeltion  and  intemperate  party  spirit.  It  is  not 
to  be  denied  that  opposition  may  exceed  all  rea- 
sonable bounds  and  a  minority  become  factiou?. 
Smwtoi  1  hear  it  seriously  urged,  that  the  nature 
of  out  Goyernment  forbids  that  arm,  manly,  ac- 
tire  oppotttion,  which  in  countries  less  free  is  sal- 
tttarjr  and  necessary ;  and  when  I  perceive  all  the 
dangers  of  faction  apprehended  only  on  the  side 
d  a  minority;  I  witness  but  new  instances  of 
that  woDder/ol  ductility  of  the  human  mind, 
wUeb,  in  its  zeal  to  effect  a  favorite  purpose,  be- 
g;iiis  with  the  work  of  self  deception.  Why,  sir, 
frill  not  our  form  of  Gk)vernment  tolerate  or  re- 
quire the  same  ardor  of  Constitutional  opposition, 
which  is  desirable  in  one  wherein  the  Chief  Ma- 
^BUate  is  hereditary  ?  "  Because,"  says  the  gen- 
tiemao  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  "  in 
*  a  monarchy,  the  influence  or  the  Executive  and 
'  his  Ministers  requires  continual  vigilance,  lest 


'  it  obtaiii  too  great  a  preponderance — but  here  the 
'  Executive  sprin^^s  from  the  people,  can  do  noth- 
'  ing  without  their  support,  and  cannot  therefore 
*  overrule  and  control  the  public  sentiment." 
Sir,  let  us  not  stop  at  the  surface  of  things.  The 
influence  of  the  Executive  in  this  country,  while 
he  retains  hfs  popularity,  is  infinitely  greater  than 
that  of  a  limited  monarch.  It  is  as  much  stronger 
as  the  spasm  of  convulsion  is  more  violent  than 
the  voluntary  tension  of  a  muscle.  The  warmth 
of  feeling  excited  during  the  contest  of  an  election, 
and  the  natural  zeal  to  uphold  him  whom  they 
have  chosen,  create,  between  the  Executive  and 
his  adherents,  a  connexion  of  passion — while  the 
distribution  of  office  and  emolument  adds  a  com- 
munion of  interests, — which,  combined,  produce 
an  union  almost  indissoluble.  '*  Support  the  Ad- 
ministration" becomes  a  watch-wora.  which  pass- 
es from  each  chieftain  of  the  dominant  party  to 
his  subalterns,  and  thence  to  his  followers  in  the 
ranks,  till  the  President's  opinion  becomes  the 
criterion  of  orthodoxy,  and  his  notions  obtaiii  a 
dominion  over  the  public  sentiment,  which  facil- 
itates the  most  dangerous  encroachments,  and 
demands  the  most  jealous  supervision.  In  pro- 
portion as  a  Government  is  free,  the  spirit  of  bold 
inquiry — of  animated  interest  in  its  measures — 
and  of  firm  opposition  where  they  are  not  ap- 
proved, becomes  essential  to  its  purity  and  con- 
tinuance. And  he,  who,  in  a  democracy  or  re- 
public, attempts  to  control  the  will  of  the  popular 
idol  of  the  day,  may  envy  the  luxurious  ease  with 
which  ministerial  oppressions  are  opposed  and 
thwarted  in  Governments  which  are  less  free. 
Intemperance  of  party,  wherever  found,  never 
will  meet  with  an  advocate  in  me.  It  is  a  most 
calamitous  scourge  to  our  country — the  bane  of 
social  enjoyment,  .of  individual  justice,  and  of 
public  virtue — unfriendly  to  the  best  pursuits  of 
man,  his  interest  and  his  duty — it  renders  useless 
or  even  pernicious  the  highest  endowments  of 
intellect,  and  the  noblest  dbpositions  of  the  soul. 
But,  sir,  whatever  may  be  the  evils  necessarily 
inherent  in  its  nature,  its  ravages  are  then  most 
enormous  and  desolating  when  it  is  seated  on  the 
throne  of  power  and  vested  with  all  the  attributes 
of  rule.  I  mean  not  to  follow  the  gentleman 
from  Sooth  Carolina  over  the  classic  ground  of 
Greece,  Carthage,  and  Rome,  to  refute  his  theory, 
and  show  that  not  to  vehement  opposition,  but 
to  the  abuse  of  factious  and  intolerant  power  their 
doom  is  to  be  attributed.  Nor  will  I  examine 
some  more  modern  instances  of  Republics  whose 
destruction  has  the  same  origin.  The  thin^  is  no 
loneer  matter  of  discussion,  it  has  passed  into  a 
settled  truth  in  the  science  of  political  philosophy. 
One  who  on  a  question  of  historical  deduction,  of 
political  theory,  is  entitled  to  hiffh  respect,  has 
given  us  an  admirable  summary  of  the  experience 
of  Republics  on  this  interesting  inquiry.  In  the 
tenth  number  of  the  Federalist,  written  by  Mr. 
Madison,  we  find  the  following  apt  and  judicious 
observations: 

"  By  a  (action,  I  understand  a  number  of  dtiseoB, 
whether  amounting  to  s  majority  or  minoritj  of  the 
whole,  who  are  nnifted  and  actuated  by  tome  common 
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impnlBe  of  passion  or  of  intereit,  adrene  to  the  rights 
of  other  dttzene ,  or  to  the  Dermanent  and  aggregate 
interests  of  the  commnnity.'^ 

"  The  inference  to  which  we  are  bronghti  is,  that  the 
causes  of  faction  cannot  he  remored,  and  that  relief  is 
only  to  he  sought  in  the  means  of  controlling  its  eflects. 
If  a  fiMtion  consists  of  less  than  a  majority,  relief  is 
kqpplied  by  the  republican  principle  which  enables  the 
majority  to  ddeat  its  sinister  views  by  regular  vote. 
It  may  clog  the  Administration ;  it  may  convulse  th^ 
society ;  but  it  will  be  unable  to  execute  and  mask  its 
violence  under  the  forms  of  the  Constitution.  When 
si  majority  is  included  in  a  Auction,  the  form  of  popular 
Government  on  the  other  hand  enables  it  to  sacrifice 
lo  its  ruling  passion  or  interest*  both  the  public  good 
and  the  rights  of  other  citizens.  To  secure  the  public 
good  and  private  rights  against  the  dangers  of  such  a 
ftcdon,  and  at  the  same  time  to  preserve  the  spirit  and 
the  form  of  popular  Government,  is  then  the  great  ob- 
ject to  which  our  inquiries  are  directed.  Let  me  add, 
tiiat  it  is  the  great  desideratum  by  which  alone  this 
Ibnn  of  Government  can  be  rescued  firom  the  oppro- 
hnom  under  whidi  it  has  so  long  labored,  and  be  rec- 
osunended  to  the  esteem  and  adoption  of  mankind." 

If  this  doctrine  were  then  to  be  collected  from 
the  history  of  the  world,  can  it  now  be  doubted, 
since  the  ^perieoce  of  the  last  twenty-five  years  ? 
Qo  to  France— once  Revolutionary,  now  Impe- 
rial France — and  ask  her  whether  factious  power 
or  intemperate  opposition  be  the  more  fatal  to 
fVeedom  and  happiness  1  Perhaps,  at  some  mo- 
ment when  the  eagle  eye  of  her  master  is  turned 
away,  she  may  whisper  to  you  to  behold  the 
demolition  of  Lyons,  or  the  devastation  of  La  Ven- 
dee. Perhaps  she  will  ffive  you  a  written  answer. 
Draw  near  to  the  once  fatal  lamp  post,  and  by  its 
flickering  liffht  read  it,  as  traced  in  characters  of 
blood  that  flowed  from  the  £uiilotine— Faction 
is  a  demon  !  Faction  out  ol  power  is  a  demon 
enchained !  Faction,  vested  with  the  attributes 
of  rale^  is  a  Moloch  of  destruction ! 

Sir,  if  the  denunciations  which  gentlemen  have 
pronounced  against  factious  violence  are  not 
merely  the  image  of  rhetorical  pomp;  if  they  are, 
indeed,  solicitous  to  mitigate  the  rancor  of  party 
fends ;  in  the  sincerity  of  my  soul  I  wish  them 
success.  It  is  melancholy  to  behold  the  misera- 
ble jealousies  and  malignant  suspicions  which  so 
extensively  prevail,  to  the  destruction  of  social 
comfort,  and  the  imminent  peril  of  the  Republic. 
On  this  subject  I  have  reflected  much — not  merely 
in  the  intervals  stolen  from  the  bustle  of  business 
or  the  gaiety  of  amusement,  but,  in  the  moments 
of  ^depression  and  solitude,"  the  most  favorable 
to  the  correction  of  error.  For  one,  I  am  willing 
to  bring  a  portion  of  party  feeling  and  party  pre- 
judice, as  an  oblation  at  the  shrine  of  my  coun- 
try. But  no  ofiering  can  avail  anything,  if  not 
made  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  the  political 
favorites  of  the  day.  On  them,  it  is  incumbent  to 
eome  forward  an^  set  the  magnanimous  exam- 
ple. Approaches  or  concessions  on  the  aide  of  the 
minority  would  be  misconstrued  into  indications 
of  4|midity,  or  of  a  hankering  for  favor.  But.  a 
spirit  of  conciliation,  arising  from  those  ranKs, 
would  be  hailed  as  the  harbinger  of  sunny  days, 
as  a  challenge  to  liberality,  and  to  a  generous 


contention  for  the  public  weal.  This  spirit  re- 
quires not  any  departure  from  deliberate  opinion, 
unless  it  is  shown  to  be  erroneous.  Such  a  con- 
cession  would  be  a  dereliction  of  duty.  Its  in- 
junctions would  be  but  few,and,itis  to  be  hoped, 
not  difficult  of  observance.  Seek  to  uphold  yoar 
measures  by  the  force  of  argument,  not  of  denun- 
ciation. Stigmatize  not  opposition  to  your  no- 
tions with  onensive  epithets.  These  prove  noth- 
ing but  your  anger  or  your  weakness,  and  are 
sure  to  generate  a  spirit  of  "  moral  resistance,'* 
not  easily  to  be  checKed  or  tamed.  Give  to  Pre- 
sidential views  Constitutional  respect,  but  suff*er 
them  not  to  supersede  the  exercise  of  independent 
inquiry.  Encourage  instetid  of  suppressing  fair 
discussion,  so  that  those  who  approve  not  may 
at  least  have  a  respectful  hearing.  Thus,  with- 
out derogating  a  particle  iVom  the  energy  of  your 
measures,  you  would  impart  a  tone  to  political 
dissensions  which  would  deprive  them  of  their 
acrimony,  and  render  them  harmless  to  the  nation. 
The  nominal  party  distinctions,  sir,  have  be- 
CMue  mere  cabalistic  terms.  It  is  no  longer  a 
question,  whether,  according  to  the  theory  of  our 
C/onstitution,  there  is  more  danger  of  the  Federal 
encroaching  on  the  State  GbverncaeDts,  or  the 
democracy  of  the  State  governments  paralvzini^ 
the  arm  of  Federal  power.  Federalism  and  De- 
mocracy have  lost  their  meaning.  It  is  now  a 
question  of  commerce^  peace,  and  union  of  the 
States.  On  this  question,  unless  the  honesty  and 
intelligence  of  the  nation  shall  confederate  into 
one  ^reat  American  partv,  disdaininc  petty  office- 
keeping  and  office-huntmg  views,  defying  alike 
the  insolence  of  the  popular  prints,  the  prejudices 
of  faction,  and  the  dominion  of  Executive  infla- 
ence — I  fear  a  decision  will  be  pronounced  fktai 
to  the  hopes,  to  the  existence,  of  tbe  nation.  In 
this  question,  I  assuredly  have  a  very  deep  inter- 
est, but  it  is  tbe  interest  of  the  citizen  only.  My 
gublic  career,'  I  hope^  will  not  continue  lon^. 
ihould  it  please  the  Disposer  of  Events  to  permit 
me  to  see  the  great  interest  of  this  nation  confided 
to  men  who  will  secure  its  rights  by  firmness, 
moderation,  and  impartiality  abroad,  and  at  home 
cultivate  the  arts  ot  peace,  encourage  honest  in- 
dustry in  all  its  branches,  dispense  equal  justice 
to  all  classes  of  the  commoni^,  and  thus  admin- 
ister the  Government  in  the  true  spirit  of  the 
Constitution,  as  a  trust  for  the  people,  not  as  the 
property  of  a  party,  it  will  be  to  me  utterly  unim- 
portant b^  what  political  epithet  they  may  be 
characterized.  As  a  private  citizen,  grateful  for 
the  blessings  I  may  enjo^,  and  yielding  a  prompt 
obedience  to  every  legitimate  demand  that  can 
be  made  upoii  me,  I  shall  rejoice,  as  far  as  my 
little  sphere  may  extend,  to  foster  the  same  dis- 
positions among  those  who  surround  me. 


Satobday,  February  19. 
Mr.  Lewis  presented  the  petition  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Peace  in  tbe  District  of  Columbia,  praying 
that  the  laws  providing  for  the  collection  of 
smal^  debts  may  be  revised  and  amended,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  numerous  frauds  committed  on  cred- 
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itanr^Bj^Umd  to  ^  Co9imine«  for  the  District 
^Coloinbia. 

Mr.  Wbbster  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
iaJMbiunts  of  Concord,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
ckoBetts,  poaying'  that  heavT  duties  may  be  laid 
on  all  spirits  distiUed  from  aomestic  materials,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  oonsumption  of  articles  of 
produce  iiused  ia  their  manufacture. — Referred. 

Mr.  Rppss,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  declaring;  the  asseut  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Ten- 
nessee, therein  ipeDtioned  \  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Coihmittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Efpes  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jas. 
Pattoo;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppsa, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
tke  riaoltttions  of  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee,. 
BBtseated  on  the  4th  instant,  and  that  they  be  re- 
fbrred  to  tke  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom 
ia  edmmitted  the  bi^l  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
«f  tke  Treasory  to  subscribe,  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  for  seven  hundred  and  fiAy  shares 
of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Del- 
aarare  Caoal  Company. 

Mr.  McKee,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
Be  Lands,  reported  a  bill  giving  the  right  of  pre- 
espcion  in  the  purchase  of  lands  to  certain  set- 
^9niu  the  Indiana  Territory;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Vlole. 

Mr.  Tboup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aflitfa^  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  widows 
aadorphaas  of  officers  who  shall  die  in  the  mili- 
tniysarvtee  of  the  United  States;  which  was  read 
iwiee  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Lowkobs,  of  South  Carolina,  reported  a 
bill  to  authorise  the  President  to  cause  to  be  buiJt 
atpwehaaed  the  vessels  therein  described. 

rPhe  bill  contemplates  the  employment  or 
boMding  of  any  number  of  vessels,  not  exceeding 
iwealf,  carrying  not  less  than  16,  or  more  than 
X^guas,  if  in  his  opinion  the  public  service  shall 
imire  it.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

CLADie  OF  MORAVUNfi. 

^  Mr.ltoBSRTs,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  a  petii* 
don  cf  John  G.  Cunow,  acting  in  behalf  of  the  mis- 
aiooary  concerns  of  the  Society  of  United  Brethren, 
eommonly  called  Moravians,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  depredations  committed  on  the  property  of 
the  Indians,  who  had  incorporated  themselves  mto 
iheir  society,  by  the  army  commanded  by  General 
Harrison,  at  the  Moravian  towns  in  Upper  Canada. 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  refer  the  petition  to  a 
adieet  committee. 

Mr.  DsasA,  oi  Kentuckyi  said  that  to  his  know- 
ledge sereral  Indians  of  the  very  tribe  alluded  te 
in  the  petition  had  been  killed  in  arms  against  as, 
aad  therefine  were  not  entitled  to  particular  con* 
sUenuion.  Their  town  had  been  destroyed  it 
was  tnie,  aad  in  his  opinion  very  properly.    This 


trib^  Mr.  D.  said,  had  always  been  hostile ;  they 
had  lived  on  the  Muskingum  and  on  the  Sandusky, 
and  had  since  removed  to  Canada ;  but  had  m 
all  situations  evinced  hostility  to  us.  He  there- 
fore moved  that  this  petition  he  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Roberts  said  he  knew  nothing  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  which  this  petition  was 
intended  to  bring  before  the  House.  It  was  suffi- 
cient for  him,  to  insure  his  attention  to  the  peti- 
tion, that  the  petitioner  was  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  and  acting  in  behalf  of  a  respectable  com- 
munity ;  and  he  hoped,  however  much  the  gen- 
tleman might  know  of  the  facts  connected  with 
this  case,  he  would  allow  it  to  take  the  ordinary 
course  and  be  referred  to  a  comtnittee,  in  order 
to  examine  whether  it  was  in  the  power  of  Con- 
gress, compatibly  with  justice,  to  afford  any  relief 
to  the  petioners. 

Mr.  Desha  said  the  fact  he  had  suted  could 
not  be  questioned;  but,  as  the  gentleman  wished 
to  inquire  into  the  circumstances,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  the  memo- 
rial on  the  table. 

Mr.  MoEiM,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  renew  the 
motion.  He  said  it  was  much  to  be  regretted 
that  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  any  reTigioua 
society  should  sustain  a  loss  ia  its  prc^rty,  and 
particularly  the  United  Brethren,  who  were  gen- 
erally a  most  inoffensive  and  well-disposed  peo- 
ple. In  the  prosecution  c^  the  liar,  their  town 
and  property  was  represented  to  have  been  de- 
stroyed. But  this  property  was  within  the  settle* 
ments  of  the  enemy,  and  exposed,  according  lo 
the  usages  of  war,  to  injury  from  an  invading 
force.  We  also,  said  he,  have  had  some  villi^^es 
destroyed  \  but  none  of  our  citizens,  that  I  have 
heard  of,  have  thoug[ht  proper  to  pletition  the  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain  for  remuneration  for  the 
destruction  of  their  property ;  and  if  they  had,  it 
would  be  thought  a  curious  procedure.  Ax  the 
conclusion  of  the  war,  some  n^utual  indemqity 
might  be  provided  for  sufierers  of  this  character; 
but  until  that  time,  and  in  any  other  manner,  he 
did  not  believe  the  petitioners  could  obtain  relief 

Mr.  Roberts  said  he  was  still  convinced  of 
the  propriety  of  referring  this  petition.  The  per- 
sons living  in  the  towns  destrojr^  were  Indiaas^ 
within  the  British  jurisdiction,  indeed  located  en 
lands  ceded  to  them  by  the  Britith  Government^ 
but  not  under  its  authority.  They  were  attached 
to  the  Society  of  the  United  Brethren  by  its  mis- 
sionaries, and  were  entirely  fVee  and  independent 
of  the  Canadian  Government.  In  the  late  expe*- 
ditions  against  the  hostile  Indians,  their  setUe* 
ments  had  been  destroyed ;  and  he  thought  there 
could  be  no  impropriety  in  inquirinp^,  whether, 
consistently  with  justice,  any  indeomity  could  be 
allowed  them. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  petition  on  the  table 
having  been  withdrawn,  it  was  referred  to  a  se- 
iect  committee* 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

Mr.  Tatlor,  of  New  York,  from  the  Coosmit- 
tee  of  Ways  aad  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  iacer* 
porate  the  stockholders  of  the  National  Bank; 
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which  was  twice  read,  and  committed.    The  bill 
18  as  follows : 

A  Bill  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of  the  National 
Bank. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rtjpte- 
Mtntativea  of  the  United  States  of  America  in- Con- 
gress assembled^  That  a  National  Bank  shall  be  es- 
tablishedy  and  that  it  shall  be  held,  and  shall  transact 
its  business  at  the  City  of  Washington,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  the  capital  stock  whereof  shall  not  ex- 
ceed thirty  millions  of  dollars,  divided  into  three  hun« 
dred  thousand  shares,  each  share  being  one  hundred 
dollars. 

8sc.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  such  per- 
sons as  shall,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided,  be- 
come stockholders  of  the  bank  hereby  incorporated, 
shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  ordained,  constituted,  and  de- 
clared to  be  a  corporation  and  body  politic,  by  Uie  name 
and  style  of  «  The  President,  Directors,  and  Company 
of  the  National  Bank,"  and  shall  so  continue,  from 
and  immediately  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  until  the 
first  Monday  in  March,  which  will  be  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four ;  and  by  that 
name  they  and  their  successors  shall  and  may,  until 
that  day,  have  continued  succession,  and  shall  be,  and 
hereby  are,  made  able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  and 
to  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  an- 
swered unto,  defend  and  be  defended,  in  all  courts  and 
places  whatsoever ;  and,  that  they  and  their  successors 
nay  make,  have,  and  use,  a  common  seal,  and  may 
hraak,  change,  alter,  and  renew  the  same  at  their  pleas- 
ure ;  and  shall  be  in  law  capable  of  purchasing,  hold- 
ing, and  conveying  any  estate,  real  or  personal,  for  the 
use  of  the  said  corporation:  Providea,  That  the  real 
estate  which  it  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  corporation 
to  hold,  shall  be  only  such  as  shall  be  requisite  or  ne- 
cessary for  its  business,  or  the  accommodation  of  any 
of  its  officers,  or  such  as  shall  have  1)een  bona  fiat 
mortgaged  to  it  by  way  of  security,  or  conveyed  to  it 
in  sati«faction  of  debts  previously  contracted  in  the 
course  of  its  dealing,  or  purchased  at  sales  upon  judg- 
ments which  shall  have  been  obtained  for  such  debts. 
And  provided  further,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
the  said  corporation,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  deal  or 
trade  ia  buying  or  selling  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, or  commodities  whatsoever,  except  bUls  of 
exchange,  or  gold  and  silver  bullion,  nor  in  buying  or 
selling  any  stock  created  by  any  act  of  the  United 
States,  unless  in  selling  the  same  when  truly  pledged 
by  way  of  security  for  debts  due  to  the  said  corpora- 
tion: Provided,  nevertheless.  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  said  bank  from 
subscribing,  at  any  timc^  to  any  stock  or  loan  of  the 
United  States,  and  selling  such  stock  again  at  pleas- 
ure, in  any  part  of  the  world.  And  if  the  said  corpo- 
ration, or  any  person  or  persons  for,  or  to  the  use  of 
the  same,  shall  deal  or  trade  in  buying  or  selling  any 
goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or  commodities  whatsoever, 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  all  and  every  per- 
son and  persons  who  shall  have  been  concerned  as  par- 
ties er  agents  therein,  shall  forfeit  and  lose  treble  the 
yalne  of  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandises,  and  com- 
modities in  which  such  dealing  and  trade  shall  have 
been,  one-half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  and 
tiie  other  half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
to  be  recovered  with  costs  of  suit 

8mc  3.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  subscriptions 
fur  the  said  stock  shall  be  opened  and  kept  open  by  the 
s^pobitment  and  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of 


dnrectors  of  the  said  bank,  hereinafler  named,  at  sodi 
times  and  places  as  they  shall  appoint,  first  giving  pub- 
lic notice  thereof  for  the  space  of  thirty  days,  in  at 
least  eighteen  newspapers,  printed  in  different  fMurts  of 
the  United  States,  and  subject  to  such  rules,  rsgala^ 
tions,  limitations,  and  conditions,  as  shall  be  by  thens 
prescribed,  until  the  whole  amount  of  shares  for  which 
the  subscriptions  were  opened  shall  be  filled.  And  it 
shall  and  may  be  lavrful  for  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  at  any  time  aiUr  such  subscriptions  shall 
be  opened,  to  cause  a  subscription  to  be  made  to  the 
stock  of  the  said  corporation,  as  part  of  the  capital 
stock  thereof;  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  six  millions  of  dollars ;  and  that, 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  for  said  stock,  subscribed  for 
as  aforesaid  by  the  United  States,  the  Bank  shall  loan 
the  amount  of  subscription,  at,  and  after  the  rate  of  six 
per  centum  per  annum,  payable  quarterly,  for  so  long  a 
time  as  the  United  States  shall  hold  the  stock,  unless 
they  shall  elect  to  reimburse  the  amount  of  said  loan  at 
.an  earlier  period.  That  four  millions  of  dollars  of  the 
said  capital  stock  shall  be  reserved  for  the  respectiye 
States,  to  be  apportioned  among  them  in  the  ratio  of 
their  representation  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  Governor  of  each  State,  at  any  time  within  one  year 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  cause  a  subscription  to  be 
made  to  the  stock  of  said  corporation,  as  part  of  the  cap* 
ital  thereof;  in  behalf  of  the  State  of  which  he  is  Ooverw 
nor,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  the  amount  to  whidi 
such  State  is  entitled  to  subscribe,  such  stock  to  be 
paid  for  in  like  manner  with  other  subscriptions  to  th* 
said  bank,  except  that  which  shall  be  subscribed  for  by 
the  United  Sutes,  as  aforesaid.  That,  if  the  whole 
sum  of  four  millions  of  dollars  shall  not  be  subscribed 
by  the  States,  in  the  manner  and  proportions  above 
mentbned,  the  directors  shall  cause  a  new  subscriptton 
to  be  opened  for  the  residue  of  the  said  four  miUione 
of  dollars,  in  the  form  heretofore  directed  for  the  origi- 
nal subscription. 

Sxc.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  capital 
stock  riiall  be  paid  up  by  instalments,  at  such  times, 
and  in  such  portions,  as  the  bovd  of  directors  may 
direct,  they  giving  at  least  thir^  days'  noUce  thereof 
immediately  prior  to  raquiring  the  payment  of  an  in- 
stahnent,  in  ail  the  daily  newspapers  printed  in  Wash- 
ington, aforesaid,  in  at  least  one  newspaper  printed  in 
each  State  where  subscription  shall  be  made  to  said 
stock ;  and  in  casp  any  subscriber  or  stockholder  shall 
omit,  neglect,  or  refuse  to  pay  the  several  instalments, 
or  any  one  of  them,  on  his,  her,  or  their  stock,  at  the 
time  appointed,  as  aforesaid,  then,  in  all  such  cases, 
the  board  of  directors,  or  a  minority  of  them,  shall  have 
power,  and  are  hereby  authorized  to  forfeit  all  such 
stock  for  the  use,  benefit,  and  account  of  the  corpora- 
tion aforesaid. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  the 
well-ordering,  managing,  and  conducting  of  the  stock, 
property,  concerns,  and  afikirs  of  the  said  corporation, 
the  same  shall  be  ordered,  managed,  and  conducted 
by  twenty-five  directors,  itve  of  whom  shall  be  ap- 
pointed hj  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
by  him  changed  at  pleasure,  and  the  residue  shall  be 
stockholders,  and  citiiens  of  the  United  States,  resi- 
dent therein,  to  be  chosen  by  the  stockholders  o(  the 
said  corporation,  in  manner  hereinafier  provided  Ibr, 
which  directors  shaU  hold  their  offices  for  one  year, 
from  the  first  Monday  of  March  in  evenr  year,  and  on* 
til  others diall  be  dnl^ elected  in  their  places;  and  the 
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Mii  iBfectora  shall  be  elected  on  ihe  ilnt  Monday  of 
JftMHiy,  in  trwerj  yeer,  at  the  tmnking-haafe  of  the 
mi  boik,  in  the  City  of  Waihington,  and  at  auch 
tiHie  of  day  as  a  jnajority  of  the  directors  for  the  time 
being  diall  af^xmit,  of  which  public  notice  ihall  be 
gi^ren  by  the  said  directora,  not  more  than  thirty  nor 
kia  than  ten  daya  previous  to  the  time  of  holding  the 
aud  election,  by  an  advertisement,  to  be  inserted  in  all 
ths  daily  newspapers  printed  at  Washington,  and  in 
at  least  five  of  the  other  pnblic  newspapers  printed  in 
^fiarent  parts  oi  the  United  States.  And  the  said 
election  s&afl  be  held  and  made  by  such  of  the  stock- 
hcAders  of  the  said  corporation  as  shall  attend  for  that 
ymipoas,  either  in  person  or  Inr  proxy,  subject  to  the  re- 
fltikiiiMi  hereiiaUter  ytoyiAeS;  and  all  elections  shall 
ha  by  baflot;  and,  if  it  shall  happen  at  any  election 
that  any  two  or  more  persons  have  an  equal  nnmber  of 
wites,  tdien  the  directors  in  office  at  the  time  of  such 
afactiony  or  a  m^ority  of  them,  shall,  at  their  banking- 
hiuae,  in  the  dty  <rf  Washington  aforesaid,  proceed 
la  balkity  and,  by  a  plnrali^  of  votes,  determine  which 
ef  the  aaid  persona  so  having  an  equal  number  of  votes 
shall  be  director  or  directors,  so  as  to  complete  the 
whole  number  of  directors.  And  the  directors,  so 
tUded  and  appointed,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  take  their 
aaalB  at  the  board  on  the  first  Monday  in  March  in 
each  yeVf  And  shall,  aa  soon  as  may  be  thereafter, 
faon  a  board  of  directors  at  their  banking-house  in 
Waahmctoot  aforesaid,  and  proceed  to  elect  by  ballot 

i  ef  their  nnmber,  so  elected  by  the  stockholders,  as 
,  to  be  their  President ;  and,  whenever  any 
happena  among  the  directors,  so  elected  aa 
afiiressad,  from  any  cause  whatever,  the  same  shall  be 
SDad,  ibr  the  remainder  of  the  year  in  which  it  shall 
happen,  by  such  person  or  persons  as  the  remainder  of 
the  direetora  for  the  time  being,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
rfiatt  appoint :  Promdedf  however^  That  there  shall  be 
no  slcetum  fi>r,  or  appointment  of  directors,  other  than 
to  in  vacancies,  aa  albreaaid,  until  the  first  Monday  of 
ianony,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  and 
that  in  Uia  meantime,  David  M.  Clarkson,  Jacob  Bar- 
ker, John  Wells,  Charles  Wright,  George  Davis,  Isaac 
I^rarrence,  William  R.  Gray,  Thomas  Hazard,  junior, 
Guy  Bryan,  Chandler  Price,  John  Sergeant,  Manuel 
Eysa,  James  C.  Firiier,  Joseph  Peace,  Jamea  A.  Bu- 
chanan, Isaac  McKim,  Robert  Oliver,  John  Cox,  John 
MeEmaej^  John  P.  Van  Ness,  Richard  Cutta,  Robert 
Brent,  John  Tayloe,  Walter  Jones,  junior,  and  Thomaa 
T.  GuaAt,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  direot- 
on  of  the  said  corporation ;  and  they  shall  hold  their 
oficea  until  the  first  Monday  of  March,  in  the  year 
brt  aSMesaidy  and  until  othera  shall  be  duly  elected  in 
thflh  flttcea ;  and  the  directora  hereinbefore  named,  or 
a  BMoodty  of  them,  shall,  at  their  banking-house,  at 
Waahiagton,  choose  one  of  their  number  for  their 
JVesidsBt.  In  aU  elections  for  President,  Cashier,  and 
other  Ageate,  and  for  audi  directors  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  M  vacancies,  a  majority  of  the  directors  shall 
vole  ;  mad  abssnt  directors  may  constitute  any  director, 
who  ahall  peiaonally  attend,  his  proxy,  to  vote  at  auch 
ilfiftions 

dac  6.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  caae  it  shall 
at  any  time  happen  that  an  election  of  directora  shall 
not  take  place  on  the  day  when,  pursuant  to  this  act, 
it  ought  to  have  been  made,  the  said  corporation  shall 
not  for  thet  cause  be  deemed  to  be  dissolved,  but  it 
ahaO  and  may  be  lawful  to  hold  such  election  on  such 
other  day  and  in  such  mannA  as  shall  be  prescribed 
br  a  by^aw  or  ordinance  of  the  said  corporation  for 
that  purpose  to  be  made. 


ii  8ic.  7.  Be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  each  atock- 
holder  or  stockholders,  at  elections,  shall  be  entitled  to 
vote  according  to  the  number  of  shares  he,  she,  or 
they  shall  hold,  in  the  proportions  following,  that  is  to 
say :  for  one  share,  and  not  more  than  two  shares,  one 
vote ;  for  every  two  shares  above  two,  and  not  exceed- 
ing ten,  one  vote ;  for  every  four  shares  above  ten,  and 
not  exceeding  thirty,  one  vote ;  for  every  six  sharea 
above  thirty,  and  not  exceeding  sixty,  one  vote ;  for 
every  eight  shares  above  sixty,  and  not. exceeding  one 
hundred,  one  vote;  for  every  ten  shares  above  one 
hundred  one  vote ;  but  no  State,  person,  copartnen^p, 
or  body  politic,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  greater  number 
than  thirty  votes :  Provided,  That  no  stockholder,  not 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  and  an  actual  resident 
therein,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  elections  or  other* 
wise,  either  in  person  or  by  proxy :  And  provided  aba, 
That  no  stockholder  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  elec- 
tions or  otherwise  on  any  stock,  unless  he,  she,  or  they 
shall  have  held  the  said  stock  on  which  he,  she,  or  they 
offer  to  vote,  at  least  ninety  days  previous  to  such  elec- 
tion or  time  of  voting,  and  that  such  sharea  shall  ac- 
tually belong  to  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Sxc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  not  leas 
than  fifteen  of  the  directoirs,  for  the  time  being,  shall 
form  a  board  or  quorum,  who  shall  have  power  to  make 
and  prescribe  by-laws,  rules,  and  regulations,  not  re- 

gugnant  to  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the  United 
tates,  as  to  them  shall  appear  needful  and  proper, 
touching  the  management  and  disposition  of  the  stodc, 
property,  estate,  and  efiecta  of  the  said  corporation; 
the  duties  and  conduct  of  the  afiairs  of  aaid  corpora- 
tion ;  the  duties  and  conduct  of  the  ofiicers,  derka,  and 
aervanta  for  carrying  on  the  said  buainess,  and  with 
auch  saiariea  and  allowance  as  to  them  shall  seem 
meet:  and  to  procure  such  alterations  in  this  act  of  in- 
coporation  as  may  be  hereafter  authorized  bv  law;  and 
that  not  less  than  five  of  the  directors,  for  the  time  be* 
ing,  shall  form  a  committee  or  quorum  for  transacting 
the  business  of  the  said  corporation,  pursuant  to  the 
by-laws  that  may  be  made  by  the  board  of  directors, 
who  shall  have  power  to  transact  such  business,  pur- 
suant to  such  by-laws,  as  may  be  preacribed  as  afore- 
said, in  such  manner  as  to  them  shall  appear  needftil 
and  proper :  Provided,  That  no  director,  oUier  than  the 
preaident,  shall  be  entitled  to  any  emolument  for  hia 
services  as  director,  but  that  the  president  shall  receive 
such  salary  or  compenaation  for  his  services  as  shall 
be  agreed  upon  by  a  majority  of  the  board  of  directors. 
And  every  cashier  or  treasurer,  before  he  enters  upon 
the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  be  required  to  give  bond, 
with  two  or  more  auretiea,  to  the  satia&ction  of  the  di- 
rectors, in  a  aum  not  less  Uian  fifty  thouaand  doUara, 
with  condition  for  his  good  behavioun 

Sxc.  9.  Beit  further  enacted,  That  no  transfer  of 
atock  shall  be  vaud  and  effectual  until  such  transfer 
shall  be  entered  or  registered  in  a  book  or  books  to  be 
kept  for  that  purpose  by  the  directors. 

8x0. 10.  Be  it  further  imaeted,  That  the  total  amount 
of  debts  which  said  corporation  shall  at  any  time  owsy 
whether  by  bond,  bill,  note,  or  other  contract,  shall  not 
exceed  double  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  aaid 
bank,  over  and  above  the  moneys  then  deposited  in 
the  said  bank ;  and  in  caae  of  such  excess  the  directofs, 
under  whose  administra^n  it  shall  happen,  shall  be 
liable  for  the  same  in  their  separate  and  private  eapa-' 
cities;  but  this  shall  not  be  construed  to  exempt  the 
said  corporation,  or  anv  estate,  real  or  personal,  whaeh 
they  may  hold  as  a  body  corporate,  from  also  being  lia- 
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ble  and  chaigeable  for  such  exceis;  but  such  of  the 
««id  duTflctors  as  shall  hare  been  absent  when  the  said 
excess  was  contracted,  or  who  may  have  dissented 
fiora  the  resohition  or  act  whereby  the  same  was  so 
created,  shall  not  be  liable. 

Ssc.  \l,  Bt  it  further  enacted,  That  the  officer  at 
the  head  of  the  Treasuiy  Department  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  fumidied,  from  time  to  time,  as  often 
as  he  may  require,  not  exceeding  once  a  weel^,  with 
statements  of  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  the 
said  corporation,  and  of  the  debts  due  to  the  same»  of 
the  moneys  deponted  therein^  of  th|D  notes  in  circula* 
tion,  and  of  the  cash  in  hand^  and  shall  have  a  right  to 
inspect  sudi  general  aecounts  in  the  books  of  the  bank 
as  shall  relate  to  the  said  statements:  Provided,  That 
this  ^all  not  be  construed  to  imply  a  right  of  insnect- 
ing  the  account  of  any  private  individual  or  individuals 
with  the  bank. 

Sec.  12.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  corporation 
heiebj  created  shiill  loan  to  ike  United  States,  over  and 
i^ve  the  amount  loaned  them  for  the  payment  of  thdur 
aubscnption  to  the  capital  stock  of  said  company,  such 
nun  or  sums  of  money  as  may  be  required,  so  that  the 
whole  amount  owing  therefor  by  the  United  States  to 
the  said  bank  shall  not  exceed,  at  any  one  lime,  the 
•um  of  fifteen  millions  of  doUars,  exclusive  of  Uie  mo* 
Bijy  loaned  for  making  Uie  said  payment;  and  for  the 
MROiuit  of  the  said  loan  or  loans  the  United  States  shall 
iiaae  a  transfenable  stock,  on  the  same  terms  and  con- 
ditions as  the  loan  for  seven  and  a  half  millions  was  ob- 
tained, in  puxauance  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  author- 
ing a  baa,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  seven  millions  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  :*'  Pnmdtd,  however.  That 
all  loans  made  to  the  United  States  by  the  said  bank 
shaU  be  fully  paid  and  discharged,  with  the  interest  due 
thereon*  at  least  one  year  before  the  time  hereinbefore 
limited  for  the  duration  <^  this  coqporation :  And  pro- 
tfded  further.  That  such  incorporation  shall  omtmne 
until  one  year  after  such  loans  aie  paid,  anything  in 
this  act  to  the  contraiy  notwithstanding. 

Ssc.  13.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  cor^ 
PMAtion  shall  not  demand  any  greater  interest  for  any 
loan  or  disoeunt  than  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent,  per 
eimum ;  such  interest  payable  in  advance.  And  half- 
Tetfly  dividends  shall  be  made  of  so  much  of  the  pro- 
fits of  the  baidt  as  shall  appear  to  the  directors  advisa- 
ble; and  once  in  every 'three  years  the  directors  shall 
li^  befoi^  the  stockholders,  at  a  general  meeting,  for 
their  infoimation»  an  exact  and  particular  statement  of 
the  debts  which  shall  have  remained  unpaid  alter  the 
expiration  of  the  original  credit,  and  of  Uie  surplus  of 
'  profit,  if  any,  after  dk»ducting  losses  and  divideods.  If 
the^e  shall  be  a  foiluie  in  the  payment  of  any  part  of 
any  sum  subscribed  by  any  person,  copartnership,  or 
body  politic,  the  party  foiling  shall  lose  the  benefit  of 
any  dividend  whidi  may  have  accrued  prior  to  the 
time  for  making  such  payment,  and  during  the  delay 
of  the  same. 

Sxc.  14.  Be  it  further  enaeted.  That  the  biUs,  oblig- 
•tory  and  of  credit,  under  the  seal  of  the  said  corpora- 
tieo,  vriiich  shall  be  made  to  any  person  or  persons, 
shall  be  assignable  by  endorsement  thereon,  under  the 
^hand  or  hands  of  such  person,  and  of  his,  her,  or  their 
iMigpee  or  assignees,  and  so  as  absolutely  to  transfor 
•ad  vest  the  property  thereof  in  each  and  every  as- 

-2 o,  ass^nees  respectively,  and  to  enable  such  as- 

or  assign  ass  to  bring  and  maintain  an  action 
^  on,  in  his,  her,  or  their  own  name  or  names. 
Aad  btUs  or  notes  which  may  be  issued  by  order  of  the 


said  eorparatioii»  shall.be  binding  and  oUigatoiy  umb 
the  same  in  like  manner,  and  with  like  force  ana  ef- 
fect, as  upon  anv  private  person  or  persons,  if  isaoed 
by  him  or  them  m  his,  her,  or  their  private  or  natural 
capacity  or  capacities,  and  shall  be  assignable  and  ne- 
gotiable in  like  manner  as  if  they  were  so  issued  by 
such  private  person  or  persons;  that  is  to  say,  those 
which  shall  be  payable  to  any  person  or  persons,  kia, 
her,  or  their  order,  shaU  be  assignable  by  endonement 
thereupon,  in  like  manner,  and  with  like  effect,  as  for* 
eign  bills  of  exchange  now  are;  an^  those  which  are 
payable  to  bearer  shall  be  negotiable  and  assignable  by 
deliveiy  only. 

Sao.  16.  Be  it  further  enaeted,  That  if  any  person 
•hiil  folaely  make,  forge,  or  oountetfoat,  or  cauee  or 
proeure  to  be  falsely  made,  forged,  or  oounterfeited,  or 
wiiHngly  aid  or  assist  in  fUsely  making,  foiging,  or 
oouaterfeiting,  any  bill  or  note  in  imita^n  o^  or  pur- 
porting to  be,  a  bUl  or  note  issued  by  order  of  the  pree- 
ident,  direetors,  and  company  of  the  National  Bank,  or 
any  order  or  check  of  the  said  bank  or  corporatfon,  or 
any  cashier  thereof;  or  shall  falsely  alter,  or  procure  to 
be  falsely  altered,  or  wilUagiy  aid  or  assist  in  falseiy 
altering,  any  hill  or  note  ivued  by  order  of  the  proai- 
dent,  directors,  and  oompany  of  the  National  Bank,  or 
any  order  or  check  on  the  said  otnporation,  or  ai^^ 
cashier  thereof;  or  shall  pass,  utter,  or  puUish,  as 
true,  any  folse,  forged,  or  counterfeited  ImI]  or  note,  pi9- 
porting  to  be  a  bill  or  note  issued  by  order  of  the  pres- 
ident, directors,  and  oompany  of  the  National  dank; 
or  any  folse,  forged,  or  counterfeited  order  or  check 
upon  the  said  bank  or  corporation,  or  any  carfiier  there- 
of, knowing  the-  same  to  be  folaely  forged  or  counter^ 
feited,  or  t£tM  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  as  true,  or  attempt 
to  paM,  utter,  at  publish,  as  tme,  any  folsttf  altered 
bill  or  note,  iaraed  by  order  of  the  president,  dkectore, 
and  oompany  of  die  National  Bank;  or  any  folsefy  alter- 
ed order  or  check  on  the  aaid  back  or  coi]pOBatnm,  or  any 
cashier  thereof,  knowing  the  sama  to  be  falsely  altered 
with  intention  to  defraud  the  said  coloration,  er  any 
other  body  politic  or  person,  every  meh  penon  shaB 
be  deemed  and  adjudged  guilty  of  felony,  and  being 
thereof  convicted,  by  due  course  of  lav,  shall  ba  een- 
tenoed  to  be  imprisoned  and  kept  to  hard  labor  ht  a 
period  not  kas  than  three  years  nor  more  than  twen^ 
years,  or  shall  be  imprisoned  not  exceedtng  twenty 
years,  and  fined  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars; 
Provided,  That  nothing  hwein  contained  shall  be  coa* 
strued  to  deprive  the  courts  of  the  individual  States  of 
a  jurisdiction,  under  the  laws  of  the  several  States,  over  * 
the  ofifonce  dectared  punishable  by  this  act. 

Sao.  16.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  biUs  or 
notes  of  the  said  oorporatidn,  payable  on  demand,  shaU 
be  reoeivable  in  SM  payments  to  the  United  States;  md 
that  after  die  present  session  of  Congress  no  other 
bank  shall  be  established  by  any  future  law  of  the 
United  Stales,  during  the  continuance  of  the  corpora- 
tion hereby  created ;  for  which  the  faith  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  pledged:  Provided,  however.  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  oonstnied  to  prevent 
the  renewal  of  the  charters  of  any  banks  now  incoipo- 
rated  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Ssc.  17.  Be  itfkfrther  enacted,  ThMt  if  the  corpora- 
tion hereby  created  ahall  be  dissolved  by  limitatioa  of 
tikno  or  otherwise,  it  shall  be  lawlhl  for  the  president 
and  direetors  thereof  for  the  time  beingy  to  sue  and  be 
sued  in  any  court  or  place  by  their  corporate  name,  for 
and  upon  any  cause,  matt^,  or  thing,  arising  previous 
to  such  dissolution,  in  like  manner  as  they  might  have 
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if  A»  wamm  bud  net  tekin  pkice)  tnd  «bo  to 
opeity,  real  and  penonal,  and  to  dinde 
•Bd  all  thair  capital  ai»ong  the  aaveral 
,  ntaably,  according  to  their  seyeral  inter- 
aala  in  i3m  aame. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 
Tke  House  acain  went  iato  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  oa  the  Loan  btli. 

Mr.  Gasvw,  of  North  Caroiioa,  concloded,  in 
aboat  two  hoors,  hb  speech  against  the  bili^  and 
^^iBst  ifaeecortfe  of  D^ea^ures  ganerall^  pursued 
•AdcvtheRepiUdieao  Administration,  aagi?eaen- 
tii«  itt  receding  pagas. 

1^.  McLbah,  of  Ohio,  followed  in  an  aigomen- 
uotva  speaeh,  prineipally  against  the  doetrine  of 
parpeioil  alle^nee,  as  set  up  by  the  Opposition 
sjirdurB     lir.  McL.  spoke  about  an  hour. 

IFhen  the  question  was  taken  on  filling  the 
Mask  for  the  amount  of  the  loan  with  twenty-five 
DxIIioiis,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  Other 
Uaiik9  having  been  filled,  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House  with  said 
meadments ;  and  the  House  adjourned* 

Monday,  February  31. 

Mr-  Sppbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Mmbs,  reported  a  bill  makiag  appropriations  for 
Ike  sopfort  of  Qovernment  for  the  year  1814; 
whiA  was  read  twice,  and  commiued  to  a  Com- 
osicteeof  the  Whole. 

Mr.  JSPFsa  aUo  reported  a  bill  makifl«  appro- 
fKJmtUma  for  the  support  of  the  Military  lutabUsh- 
mfrni^  for  the  year  1814;  which  was  read  twice, 
Hkd  MMHDUted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Bppaa  also  reported  a  bill  making  appro- 
piialiys  for  the  support  of  the  Navy,  for  the  year 
1814;  whioh  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
rommiitrf  of  the  Whole. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Bond,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pedieney  of  requirins^  the  judges  in  the  Illinois 
Territory,  appointed  by  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  perform  certain  judicial  duties  re- 
quired of  them  by  the  Legislature  of  said  Terri- 
/toiT,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Bpeaksb  laid  oefore  the  House  the  follow- 
ing letter: 

Wtthx,  (Va.,)  February  9, 1814. 

BuLi  For  the  information  of  the  Hoom  of  Kepie- 
aantativcs,  or  tnjr  committee  of  that  Honse  who  may 
hftve  imdci  consideration  either  the  manner  in  vrhi^ 
th«  wmr  has  keen  oonducted,  or  my  conduct  as  an  offi- 
cmr  of  the  Aimj  of  the  United  Btitm,  I  enclose  to  you 
^omaoentBf  nitfiy  originals^  numbmd  from  one  to 

^^ e,iDchMive. 

I  these  papers  be  necessary  to  me  for  any  pnr- 
anj  time,  no  donbt  they  will  be  safe  among 

i  aidHves  of  tiie  House  of  Representatives,  and  de- 
iiveted,  on  indication,  to  me  or  my  order. 

I  kate  the  honor  to  be,  with  all  possible  respect  and 
D,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALBX.  8MITH. 
>  Lasaaoa  Cubtss,  Speaker^  ^. 

After  some  conversation  between  Bftessrs.  Mil- 
iM^  FoaaTTH,  DB8BA,  and  Eppsa,  as  to  the  pro* 


sr» 


per  manner  of  disposing  of  this  letter,  it  wae  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  offered  a  few  days  ago  by  Mr.  McKiv, 
contemplating  an  inquiry  into  the  expedieney  of 
authorizing  an  aDnual  report  on  the  resources  of 
the  United  States.  The  resolution  having  been 
amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  so  as  to  re- 
fer the  subject  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  instead  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  the  Loan 
bill  having  been  laid  on  the  table  for  the  purpose, 
the  Treasury  Note  bill  for  1814  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  verbaUy  amended, 
and  reported  to  the  Honse. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Gkoraia,  was  desirous  to  have 
these  Treasury  bills  or  such  a  description  as  to 
facilitate  their  reception  among  the  farmers,  to 
whom  he  said  they  would  be  more  accej^ble 
than  any  other  money,  because  bearing  an  iuter- 
est,  dur.  For  this  purpose,  he  offered  as  an  amead- 
ment  a  new  section  to  the  bsll,  to  the  following 
effect: 

And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  no  one  note  or  bill 
diall  be  issued  iot  a  larger  amount  than  one  hundred 
dollars,  nor  for  less  than  five  d<dlais;  ssid,  in  all  cases 
where  said  notes  are  held  for  a  longer  time  than  con- 
templated by  this  act,  the  holder  or  bearer  of  said  note 
or  bdls  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same  rate  of  in- 
terest per  annum  as  allowed  by  this  act. 

This  motion  was  negatived— ayee  36^ 

The  bill  was  then  oraered  to  be  engroesed  for  a 
third  reading,  without  debate  or  oppmition. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  authorizing  the  loan  for  1814. 

Mr.  Yanoet,  of  North  Carolina,  with  a  view 
to  allow  the  discussion  to  progress  with  the  same 
latitude  as  it  had  commenced,  since  it  appeared 
to  be  agreed  that  it  was  not  yet  to  terminate, 
moved  io  recommit  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Desha,  of 
Kentucky,  on  the  ground  that  it  eould  be  as  well 
discussed  in  the  House  as  ia  Committee.  Besides, 
it  had  already  been  discussed  nearly  two  wedcs, 
and  every  subject  but  the  loan  had  been  drawn 
into  debate  \  and.  if  the  bill  was  retained  ia  the 
House,  it  would  be  in  its  power  to  terminate  de- 
hate  by  the  previous  (question— *a  power  not  be- 
longing to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  motion  was  advocated  bjr  Mr.  Eppes,  of 
Viigtaia,  who  said  he  did  not  believe  the  recom- 
mitmeoc  would  delay  the  bill  for  a  single  hour, 
because  the  House  would  at  any  time  have  power 
to  refuse  leave  to  the  Committee  to  sit  oa  i'.  again 
whenever  it  chose. 

The  question  on  recommitment  having  beea 
Uken  by  yeas  and  nays,  was  decided  in  the  affirm* 
alive— For  recommitment  77,  against  it  70,  as 
follows : 

Ybas— lleesrs.  Baylies  of  Massaehuselts,  Bayly  of 
Vtiglnia,  Bigelow,  Bradhniy,  Brighan^  Borwsll,  Ga- 
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perton,  Calhovn,  Chmmpioti,  Okrk,  Qox,  Creigbtoo, 
Culpeper,  Darcnport,  Davis  of  Maaiachuaetta,  Dewey, 
DnvaU,  Ely,  Eppea,  Findley,  Foriyth,  Geddei,  Glas- 
gow, Gourdin,  Grosrenor,  Hasbrouck,  Hopkins  of  New 
York,  Howell,  Hungerford,  Inring,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent 
of  Maryland,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Macon, 
Markell,  McKee,  McLean,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore, 
Moseley,  Nelson,  Newton,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pickens, 
Pitkin,  PleasanU,  Post,  John  Reed,  Ringgold,  Robert- 
son, Ruggles,  Sevier,  Shefiey,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Stanford,  Stockton,  Taggart,  Talimadge,  Tannehill, 
Telfair,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Webster,  Wheatoib  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Winter  and  Yancey. 

Njlts— Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  Aveiy,  Bard, 
Bamett,  Brown,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Chappell,  Clopton, 
Comstock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Penn- 

Frlvania,  DenoyeUes,  Desha,  Earle,  Evens,  Farrow, 
isk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Golds- 
borough,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Hale,  Hall,  Hanson,  Hawes, 
Hubbard,  Hufty,  Ingham,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
Kilboum,  King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Car- 
olina, Lefbrts,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim,  Oakley,  Onnsby, 
Pariier,  Piper,  Potter,  Wm.  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Richardson,  Roane,  Roberts, 
Schureman,  Seybert,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Stuart,  Stuiges,  Troup,  Udree, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Williams,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania^  and  Wright 

So  the  bill  was  recommitted  \  and  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Plbasants,  of  Virginta,  in  the  chair,  on  said 
bUl. 

The  question  being  then  atated,oo  the  rising:  of 
the  Committee  to  report  the  bill — 

Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  made  a  speech 
of  more  than  an  hour  in  length,  in  reply  to  the 
arguments  and  assertions  adTaaoed  in  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

He  was  followed  b^  Mr.  Grobvbnob,  of  New 
York,  on  the  other  side,  lybo  bad  spoken  but  a 
short  time,  when  the  Committee  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  February  22. 

Mr.  Hempstead  presented  sundry  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  re- 
apeeting  land  titles  and  settlers  on  public  lands  in 
said  Territory. 

Ordertd,  That  so  much  of  said  resolutions  as^ 
relates  to  land  titles,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  bill  for  the  final  ad- 
justment of  land  titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana 
and  Territory  of  Missouri ;  and,  that  so  much  as 
relates  to  a  donation  and  preemption  right  to 
settlers,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  o%  the  Fob- 
lie  Lands. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
hia  report  in  relation  to  the  banks  and  insurance 
companies  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  10th  instant; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senale  hafe  ptaaed  a  bill  **  for  the  relief 


of  John  Cithoone  and  others,''  in  which  th^  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  for  rerbiog 
the  militia  system,  made  a  report  on  the  report  of 
the  SecreUry  of  War,  on  the  claims  of  the  several 
States  and  Territories,  for  moneys  advanced  in 
calling  into  the  service  detachments  of  militia; 
wbich  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Monday  next.  The  report  is  aa  fol« 
lows: 

That  the  said  claims  amount  to  $90,612  67;  of  this 
sum,  $8,096  58  appears  to  be  claimed  for  pay  and 
forage  for  officers  and  privates  of  the  mflitia  who  have 
been  regularly  paid  and  auf^ed  by  the  United  Slates ; 
$6,668  93  for  advances  made  on  account  to  eertain 
officers,  without  specifying  for  what  purpose  madot  and 
without  any  evidence  that  the  same  has  been  acooonted 
for;  $1,969  20  for  provisions* rum,  whiskey,  dbc^  for 
officers  and  privates  who  were  either  furnished  by  the 
contractor  with  rations,  or  who  received  an  allowance 
in  lieu  thereof,  on  the  rolls,  through  the  paymaater ; 
$997  12  for  surgical  instruments,  medicines,  and  gro- 
ceries for  militia,  without  any  evidence  that  thera  was 
necessity  for  any  of  the  articles,  or  that  such  of  them 
as  must  have  remained  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  ex- 
peditbn,  were  stored  or  kept  for  the  United  States ; 
$1,507  59  for  blankets,  mattresses,  dec,  for  mHitia  who 
received  the  regular  allowance  for  clothing  through  the 
paymaster;  $2,574  27  for  axes,  pots,  kettles,  pans, 
canteens,  and  tents,  without  any  evidence  that  at  the 
close  of  the  expedition  the  same  were  delivered  over  to 
the  proper  officer  of  the  United  States  for  their  use ; 
and  the  residue  oT  the  said  simi  is  claimed  for  the  ser- 
vices of  officers  not  recognised  by  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  at  the  time  when  the  services  were  perform- 
ed, and  for  forage  furnished  to  them,  for  the  services  of 
expresses  in  carrying  orders,  for  calling  out  the  militia, 
and  for  mustering  and  inspecting  the  militia*  which 
hitherto  have  been  considered  State  expenses,  and  in- 
curred accordingly,  without  expecting  remuneration 
from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  The  Com- 
mittee, therefore,  submit  the  following  resolution : 

Resohed,  That  the  said  claims  ought  not  to  be  al- 
lowed. 

TREASURY  NOTES. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 
Treasury  notes  for  the  year  1814,  was  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill,  with  a  view  to  introduce  an  amendment  sim- 
ilar to  that  he  had  yesterday  offered,  changing 
the  smallest  amount  of  the  bills  to  be  issued  to 
ten  dollars  instead  of  five. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Qolds- 
BOROUQH,  of  Maryland,  with  different  views,  aris- 
ing out  of  the  latitude  of  expression  of  some  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  and  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Eppes, 
of  Virginia. 

The  motion  was  negatived  by  a  considerable 
majority. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
then  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

TsAs — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Avery, 
Barnett,  Beall,  Bradley,  Brown,  Bnrwell,  Butler,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Chappell,  Comstock,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  bavis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyellee, 
DeAa,  DuvaU,  Eaile,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Fiak  of 
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H«w  Yock»  Foraey,  For^th,  FrsnkliD,  GoIdtboMUfh, 
Qoodwyn,  Goordin,  Griffin,  Gnmdy,  Hall,  Harrii, 
HubriNiclL,  Haw^esy  Ingham,  Irviog,  Jaduon  of  Vir- 
finia,  JohoAon  of  Vurg^iAy  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
Ken,  KSboani,  Ltefiert8»  Lowndes,  Lyie,  Macon,  Mc- 
Coy, HcKee,  McKim,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Newton, 
Onniby,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
tania,  Bhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Richardson,  Roane, 
Roberts,  Robertaon,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Skinner, 
Snndi  of  PennsylTania,  Tannebill,  Taylor,  Tronp, 
Udiee,  V7«fd  of  New  Jersey,  Williams,  Wilson  of 
Fcnnajl^vina,  Wood,  Wright,  and  Tancey^-«8a. 

Nat* — Messre.  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbnry,  Brecken- 
lyge,  Biii^am,  Oaperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper, 
Cox,  Dafsupoit,  DmTM  of  Massachnsetts,  Dewey,  Ely, 
Oeddss,  Gmrenor,  Hanson,  Howell,  Hnfty,  Jaf^aon 
of  BWde  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  Law,  Lewis, 
hmnU,  Mark^,  Miller,  MoffiU,  Moseley,  Pearson, 
Pkbnug,  Post,  John  Reed,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
hmdf  Smith  of  New  York,  SUnford,  Stockton,  Stuart, 
Staiyea,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward 
flf  Mamchnaetts,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of  Mas- 
«cfaiMetta— 48. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  Hoase  amin  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  CO  the  Loan  bill. 

Mr.  6bo8¥E1«or,  of  New  York,  in  a  speech  of 
iboot  two  hoars  in  length,  concluded  the  speech 
whkh  be  had  bat  commenced  at  the  time  of  ad- 
jaunuiicat  yesterday. 

Mr.  CuTBBBRT,  of  Georgia,  io  a  speech  of  near 
as  &oar  in  length,  being  the  first  he  has  made 
siace  he  took  his  seat,  replied  to  many  of  the  ar- 
gwoaeBts  of  Opposition. 

Mr.  PossTTH,  of  Gkorgia,  just  before  the  usual 
hoot  of  mdjoomment,  commenced  a  speech  in  re- 
ply^ aome  of  the  speakers  in  the  minority. 

'when  he  had  spoken  about  a  quarter  of  an 
kotv,  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
obCalfied  leave  to  sit  again ;  and  the  House  ad- 
joamed. 

Wednesdat,  February  23. 
A  bill  from  the  Senate,  '^  for  the  relief  of  John 
Cftboooe  and  others,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  QoLDSBOBOUGH  Submitted,  for  considera* 
UOD,  the  following  resolution : 

Aesofaed,  That  tho  Standing  Roles  and  Orders  of 
ihm  Hottse  be  amended,  so  as  to  admit  within  the  Hall 
itt  the  Hoeae  of  Representatives,  such  gentlemen  as 
bava  hcRlofBre  been  members  of  the  Cabinet" 

Tiie  reaolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  tahie. 

A  meaaagefirom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  to  provide 
for  the  remrn,  to  their  own  districts,  of  vessels 
detailed  by  the  embargo,  in  districts  other  than 
those  where  they  are  respectively  owned  or  be- 
long," with  amendmenu ;  in  which  they  ask  the 
eooeorreace  of  this  House. 

The  report  of  the  select  committee,  relative  to 
the  sUfeof  the  Clerk's  office  of  this  House,  passed 
tltfoogh  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  con- 
tumd  in.  mod  the  Clerk  authorized  to  employ  an 
additional  assistant  clerk. 


On  motion  of  Mr*  McEbb,  the  House  then  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri, 
which  was  reported  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ments, and  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hbmp8Tbad,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any,  and  if  any  what,  alterations  or  amend- 
ments are  necessary  to  be  made  to  the  act,  enti- 
tled '^  an  act  nrovidinjB:  for  the  government  of  the 
Territory  of  Missouri,"  with  leave  to  report  by 
bill,  or  otherwise.  • 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  Loan  bill. 

Mr.  FoBSYTH,  of  Georgia,  concluded  the  speech 
which  he  commenced  yesterday ;  which  is  given 
entire,  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  every  day's  experience  must 
have  satisfied  the  gentlemen  of  the  minority,  that 
DO  opposition  to  this  bill  or  to  any  other  measure 
intended  to  give  vital  energv  to  the  contest  in 
which  the  country  is  engaged,  can  be  successful 
here.  Whence,  then,  arises  this  extraordinary 
display  of  industry  and  of  ingenuity  ?  Is  it  that 
they  intend  on  this  question  to  enter  upon  their 
defence  for  their  irreffular  and  unprecedented 
eourse  pursued  since  the  commencement  of  the 
war  ?  In  this  yiew,  the  subject  is  indeed  interest- 
ing— worthy  of  all  the  labor  and  all  the  talents 
bestowed  upon  it.  To  conduct  it  to  a  successful 
issue,  will  require  a  portion  of  industry  never  yet 
equalled — a  degree  of  ingenuity  never  yet  8ur*» 
passed.  In  the  brief  examination  of  some  of  the 
topics  of  discussion,  I  wish  it  to  be  understood 
that  my  object  is  not  to  prove  that  the  conduct 
of  the  Government  has  been  correct ;  but  to  show 
that  the  opposition  is  not  justifiable  upon  any  of 
the  principles  assumed  for  its  defence.  The  honor 
of  the  Government  is  not  yet  sunk  so  low  as  to 
require  a  labored  defence  of  their  measures  at  the 
bar  of  the  public.  The  evidence  has  long  since 
been  exhibited  to  the  proper  tribunal ;  sentence  dT 
acquittal  upon  that  evidence  has  been  pronounced 
by  the  present  generation,  and  more  impartial 
posterity  will  but  confirm  the  judgment. 

Before  I  enter  upon  the  examination  of  any  of 
those  arguments  urged  upon  the  great  suj>ject  of 
the  present  contest,  I  will  deuin  the  Cominittee  by 
a  short  reply  to  some  observations  very  remotely, 
if  at  all,  connected  with  it. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Shbb- 
wood)  expressed  a  hope  that  tbe  report  made  by 
the  committee  appointed  at  the  last  session,  to 
inquire  into  the  spirit  and  manner  in  which  the 
war  had  been  conducted  by  the  enemy,  should 
sleep  in  oblivion  on  the  shelf.  It  is  sufficiently 
evident  the  substance  or  form  of  that  report  is  un« 
pleasant  to  the  honorable  gentleman---but  why 
it  has  excited  his  displeasuN^he  has  not  conde* 
scended  to  inform  us*  Can  it  be  because  it  ex- 
hibits strong  and  irrefragable  proof  of  the  injus^ 
tice  of  those  fond  eulpgiums  certain  persons  are 
in  the  habit  of  pronouncing  uptHi  the  encmiet  ef 
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,  their  coaDtrvt  Bat,  sir,  the  fact  is  mistsktii  by 
the  boBorabieffeotlenuin;  that  report  is  not  yet 
in  the  grave  of  obiivioii  whieh  has  the  honor  to 
live  in  his  reeoliection.  If  from  any  cause  he 
desires  it  to  pass  away,  he  has  iBisaader^ood 
the  meaDs  by  which  his  wishes  are  to  be  accom- 
plished. With  the  improridence  of  the  Bpbesian 
magistracy,  he  has  rendered  immortal  the  me- 
mory of  that  object  he  intended  to  destroy.  Ano- 
ther remark  less  eqairaleat  in  its  character  and 
more  reprehensible,  I  will  recall  to  the  attention 
of  the  Committee.  He  said  no  valaable  lives  had 
beei#  or  could  be  lost  in  the  present  war,  as  no 
valuable  lives  would  be  exposed  to  its  perils.  Has 
the  honorable  gentleman  so  soon  forgotten  the 
maaes  of  Lawrence,  of  Allen,  of  Barrows,  of  Claz- 
ton,  and  of  Clarke,  who  nobly  died  on  one  element 
asserting  the  rights  and  the  honor  of  their  coun- 
try ;  and  those  of  Pike,  of  Covington,  and  Backus, 
who  expired  on  the  other  in  the  same  righteous 
and  holy  cause  ?  But  this  profanation  of  the  ashes 
fd  the  dead,  is  not  mater  than  the  injustice  done 
to  living  merit.  There  are  at  this  moment  on 
the  Northern  frontier,  in  the  armies  of  their  coun* 
try,  gallant  and  virtuous  men.  Some  of  these 
•M  personally  known  to  me,  who  in  purity  of 
heart,  strength  of  understanding,  extent  of  intel- 
lectual acquirements,  and  high  chivalric  honor, 
may  proudly  erect  their  crests  by  the  side  of  the 
ehosen  Hepresentative  of  the  great  State  of  New 
York. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (MLr.  OtLB- 
TOif)  has  recommended  to  the  majority  modera- 
Cion,  liberality,  and  forbearance.  The  advice  was 
eectaialy  excellent,  but  why  was  it  confined  in  its 
application  ?  Why  not  extended  to  the  minority 
to  which  the  honorable  gentleman  is  attached  ? 
It  is  as  necessary  for  them  as  for  us,  and  probably 
would  have  been  more  acceptable,  since  it  was 
given  by  their  friend.  But  alihoogn  we  have  the 
ienefit  of  the  gentleman's  recommendation,  we 
have  not  the  bwefit  of  his  example.  He  has  not 
ahown  either  that  moderation  or  that  liberality  in 
his  strictures  upon  the  majority,  which  he  asks 
at  their  hands.  It  is  true  that  his  language  is  eor- 
tect,  gentlemanly,  and  polished.  No  harsh  terms 
deform  the  smoothness  of  his  periods.  But  what 
difference  is  there  between  a  direct  charge,  and 
an  allusion  not  to  be  misunderstood  ?  The  one 
is  as  oflfensive  as  the  other.  In  the  eye  of  reason 
it  matters  not  whether  the  victim  is  struck  down 

Sthe  butcher's  cleaver,  or  his  blood  drawn  by  a 
ttering  Spanish  blade.  The  first  makes  a  more 
vaaeemly  wound,  but  the  latter  is  eqaaUypainful 
and  not  less  deadly.  If  there  is  any  di£»renoe, 
the  latter  weapon  is  more  dangerous,  because 
mere  difficult  to  elude.  What  means  the  dark 
insinuation,  that  now  the  majority  could  speak 
fteely  of  the  Emperor  of  France?  Has  there 
ever  been  a  time  when  this  oujohty  could  not 
speak  freely  of  the  French  Emperor?  If  there 
ever  was  sueh  a  period  in  the  history  of  this  Hall, 
my  memory  does  not  reach  to  it.  Since  the 
khu'dness  of  the  people  of  Qeorgia  has  permitted 
me  to  be  ite  inmate,  sueh  aijbarge  cannot  be  made 
wUh  th«  shadow  of  ^oprtety*    The  genfleman, 


in  the  same  spirit,  remarks  that  be  no  longer  ten 
the  alliance  formerly  so  dreaded— jpersons  are  no^ 
in  the  habit  of  forming  connexions  with  theii 
falling  friends.  I  have  too  much  respect  for  the 
correctness  of  his  understanding  and  the  generos* 
ity  of  his  affections,  to  believe  he  expresses  his 
own  ideas  of  friendship.  This  oold,  calculating, 
and  odious  opinion  is  imputed  to  the  majority  of 
this  House.  It  is  for  them  this  worldly  sentiment 
is  expressed.  It  is  the  majority  who  are  repre- 
sented as  shrinking  from  me  contact  of  miiOar- 
^ne,  as  from  the  touch  of  pollution.  Sir,  the 
charge  is  unjust.  The  friendship  of  the  majority, 
if  they  have  an^,  and  all  bodies  of  men  feel  the 
divine  emotion,  is  as  pure  as  that  of  the  honpraUe 
gentleman  or  of  the  party  with  whom  it  is  hii 
pride  to  act.  It  has  the  tnie  (quality  of  all  pttre 
affection— like  the  ivy  to  the  ruined  tower^  it  cttngra 
more  closely  to  its  object  as  it  totters  in  the  blast 
of  adversity.  I  am  not  to  be  understood  as  ad- 
mittin^  that  any  snch  attachment  exists  or  evei 
did  exist  to  the  cause  of  France ;  nor  do  I  con- 
sider, it  necessary  to  deny  the  infiuence  she  is  said 
to  have  in  our  councils.  Tbht  charge  the  enemies 
of  France  do  not  believe — the  charge  which  is 
contemned  by  all  the  respectable  sutesmea  in 
Great  Britain,  which  is  confined  to  the  ground- 
lings of  the  British  Parliament,  and  to  a  portion  oi 
the  minority  in  this  country,  is  not  sufficiently  re- 
spectable to  require  serious  tefutation.  It  is  sin- 
gular that  the  enemies  of  the  United  States  thinly 
more  favorable  of  the  impartiality  of  the  Admia- 
btration  than  its  political  opponents. 

The  passage  of  this  bill  is  resisted  on  the  satoe 
beaten  grounds  which  have  been  occupied  on  all 
other  questions  relative  to  the  war.  The  injus- 
tice of  the  contest  in  its  commencement — the  in- 
justice of  continuing  it  after  the  repeal  of  the 
Orders  in  Council — the  impracticability  of  effect- 
ing the  objects  for  which  it  is  carried  on.  Thai 
there  was  sufficient  cause  of  war  against  Great 
Britain.  I  have  not  heard  denied.  In  this  assem- 
bly, at  least.  I  presume  there  cannot  be  found  ao 
individual  whose  understanding  is  so  thoroughly 
perverted,  whose  heart  is  so  perfectly  corrupt  aa 
to  believe  that  Great  Britain  has  done  us  no  es- 
sential injury.  But  while  sufficient  cause  of  wat 
is  said  to  have  existed,  while  great  injuries  arc 
admitted  to  have  been  committed,  and  were  daily 
accumulating,  the  war  is  still  aftrmed  to  have 
been  relatively  unjust.  Ask  for  the  evidence  oi 
this  relative  injustice,  and  the  answer  you  receive 
is  a  torrent  of  'declamation  against  the  Coisican 
usurper,  the  violator  of  the  honor  and  int^rity  of 
nations.  Describe  the  injuries  and  enormities  of 
BUigiand.  and  your  attention  is  invited  to  the  ia- 
sults  and  aggressions  of  France.  There  are  m 
this  communuy  singular  politicians  who  conceive 
the  injuries  and  iasulu  of  France  and  England, 
like  the  equal  quantities  in  thecak^atioa  of  al* 
^braic  fractions,  as  of  no  other  use  than  to  ex* 
tinguish  each  other.  For  my  part  I  do  not  un- 
dersund  this  political  alfpebra.  I  rejoice  that  I 
do  not.  On  this  suhject  ignorance  is  virtue  and 
knowledge  crime.  1  will  not  detain  you  by  any 
attempt  to  show  the  variance  in  magnitude  cu 
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the  iijvms  TceciTed  from  the  two  natfons.  I 
will  not  inquire  which  of  the  two  commeDeed 
the  systematic  violation  of  the  rii^hts  of  neutral 
commeTce.  It  is  perfectly  indifferent  how  the 
accoimt  sunds  on  tnis  question.  Admitting  them 
to  be  equal  in  tine  and  in  degree  of  enormitj,  the 
asgresnons  of  one  Power  are  no  justification  of 
the  eocToacbments  of  the  other,  indeed,  every 
attempt  on  the  part  of  our  Govern  men  t  in  their 
eorrespondeace  with  the  Ministers  of  the  two  bel- 
I^erents  to  diseusa  these  questions  was  degrad* 
ing— only  to  be  excused  from  the  purity  of  its 
■KrtiTes,  the  love  of  peace.  A  more  refined  and 
specioB^  argument's  used  to  prove  this  relative 
injosCiee,  drawn  from  the  nature  of  the  contest  in 
Wtrielb  Bnglasd  was  en^ged  I  she  is  represented 
a^  ^rttiag  for  their  existence ;  and  any  tn^nries 
laefiKsial  to  the  measures  adopted  by  her  in  the 
pmseevtiott  of  this  cause  ought  to  have  been 
borae  irithont  rerpining  by  neutrals  whom  she 
M  not  intend  to  injure.  I  have  yet  to  learn  the 
dttefeDce  between  oriiith  and  French  ambition. 
I  have  not  yet  seen,  and  the  history  of  latter  times 
Ases  ttot  show,  the  evidence  of  the  justice  of  the 
eaase  of  Ghreat  Britain.  The  simple  statement 
of  file  dbpme  between  the  rival  Powers  is,  that 
namee,  not  satisfied  with  stretching  her  giant 
arms  over  the  continent  of  Europe,  desired  to 
pattake  of  the  dominion  of  ocean.  Great  Brit- 
ant,  fidtng  triumphantly  on  the  mountain  wave, 
wwoed  her  power  and  infinenee  to  extend  to  the 
eCBCre  of  tbe  Continent.  In  the  desire  of  law- 
less power ;  in  the  perfect  disregard  of  the  mo- 
rality of  the  means  by  which  these  ends  were  to 
be  accomplished,  a  feather  will  turn  the  balance 
betareen  tnem.  The  means  of  effecting  their  ob- 
jeetr  were  easily  found.  France,  having  no  power 
•a  ffte  oeean,  was  contending  for  the  liberty  of 
Aeneas.  Bngland.  destitute  of  Continental  in- 
laeaee.  was  contending  for  the  liberty  of  the 
Continent.  In  the  prosecution  of  their  darlinjg 
project,  armies  covered  the  Continent  until  their 
mmh  was  stopped  by  the  barrier  of  Russian 
sipel.  Enffland  by  her  naval  superiority  has  re> 
AKed  all  the  valuable  colonial  possessions  of  the 
Omttnental  Powers,  and  is  now  in  the  quiet  en- 
joyaMttt  of  the  bloodless  congests.  In  the  in- 
of  the  means  of  sustaining  the  contest, 
had  far  exceeded  France  at  the  com- 
t  of  the  first  campaign  against  Russia. 
Tile  tnie  lateresc  of  the  United  States  was  that 
the  two  Yitalr  should  remain  in  the  same  state,  or 
that  the  oteniowu  power  of  each  should  be  les- 
seaed.  There  is  nothing  in  the  cause  of  either 
that  fefflanded  our  sympathy  or  claimed  our  for- 
beaiaute.  But  we  are  told  that  the  naval  supre- 
maty  of  Great  Britain  is  necessary,  not  to  her 
ptcaetyation  alone,  but  to  the  preservatiop  of  the 
filwiiiej  of  the  world.  It  was  the  only  barrier  to 
theaaivecsal  dominion  of  the  Corsican.  Europe 
woaid  first  be  desolated  by  his  legions,  and  then 
we  siioald  have  been  swallowed  up  in  the  vortex 
of  fc»  ambition.  I  will  not  deny  the  necessity  of 
BBTal  superiority  to  the  safety  of  Great  Britain, 
aMioogh  such  denial  is  made  by  some  of  her  own 
potiUeians;  bot  modem  experience  has  shown 


that  the  march  of  the  destroyer  may  be  stayed  on 
the  land  without  tbe  assistance  of  her  naval  force. 
What  services  were  rendered  at  Moscow  by  her 
naval  armament  ?  How  did  it  promote  success 
at  the  battles  of  Leipsic  and  of  Dresden  ?  Neither 
troops  nor  any  of  the  means  of  annoyance  were 

Srevented  from  reaching  the  scene  of  action  from 
'ranee;  nor  could  this  naval  Power  afford  facility 
to  the  transportation  of  any  of  the  muniments  of 
war  to  the  allied  Powers.  Sir,  it  must  require 
something  more  than  the  foliar  of  do(ag;e  to  insert 
it  was  necessary ;  to  prove  it  is  impossible.  The 
talisman  of  French  invincibility  was  broken  hj 
other  and  by  nobler  means.  The  generous  spirit 
of  patriotism,  excited  into  enthusiasm  by  the  in- 
vasion of  his  native  land  in  the  rugged  Russian, 
first  crippled  the  giant.  Tbe  perfect  union  of  the 
allies,  pressed  together  by  tne  might  of  their 
fears,  will,  if  governed  by  true  policy,  confine  him 
to  hb  ancient  cell.  That  British  naval  supremacy 
is  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  United  States 
is  a>ibel  upon  the  virtue  and  valor  of  this  people. 
The  people  of  these  States  hold  the  precious  in* 
heritance  of  their  forefathers  by  a  nobler  tenure 
and  a  better  title.  Thev  hold  it  as  a  giant  from 
Heaven,  purchased  by  tne  generous  blood  of  the 

f»urest  men  the  world  ever  saw,  never  to  be  re- 
inquished  while  a  drop  of  that  is  found  in  the 
veins  of  the  existing  race.  The  invaluable  bless- 
ings secured  by  the  valor  of  our  ancestors  wonld 
cease  to  be  dear,  if  they  depended  upon  any 
Power  for  their  preservation  but  that  or  the  Di- 
vinity. 

[Tne  House  then  adjourned.  On  the  follow- 
ing  day,  February  23,  Mr.  Sbebwood,  of  New 
York,  explained  the  remarks  to  which  Mr.  Foa- 
8TTB  alluded  vesterday.  He  did  not  say  no  valu- 
able lives  haa  or  would  be  lost  in  this  contest ; 
but  that  the  numbera  would  not  be  great,  as  there 
were  few  exposed  to  its  perils.] 

Mr.  FoRBTTB  said,  I  certainly  understood  the 
gentleman  to  express  the  sentiment  imputed  to 
him ;  I  rejoice,  however,  that  he  has  corrected 
this  erroneous  impression;  although  I  cannot  ad- 
mit the  propriety  of  the  remark  he  has  made,  it 
is  certainly  much  less  reprehensible  than  the  one 
I  believed  had  escaped  his  lips.  I  ought  perhaps, 
Mr.  Chairman,  to  apologise  to  the  Committee  tor 
occupying  a  moment  or  their  time  in  the  serious 
discussion  of  the  claims  set  up  by  Britain  and 
some  of  her  apologists  in  this  coantrv  to  the  pro- 
tectorship of  the  religion  and  the  liberty  of  the 
world.  A  claim  contradicted  by  all  past  history 
and  by  tbe  events  dllily  passing  before  our  eyes. 
The  delusions  of  self-love  may  palUafe  or  excuse 
the  weakness  of  such  a  belief  in  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain,  but  we  look  in  vain  for  the  means 
of  palliation  or  excuse  to  the  American  believers 
of  this  egregious  folly.  I  am  not  so  totally  igno- 
rant of  the  human  heart  as  to  believe  that  any 
observations  will  have  any  effect  upon  wilful 
credulity.  You  appeal  in  vain  to  the  reason  and 
feeling  of  men  who  are  not  convinced  of  the  ex- 
istence of  facts  by  plain  and  nalpable  evidence. 
You  may  as  well  *^  whisper  soft  nonsense  in  dead 
beauty's  ear."    All  the  avenues  to  conviction  are 
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blocked  up  bv  m«ligp»Dt  prejadiee.  Ambition 
sits  brooding  like  an  incubus  upon  their  bosoms, 
stifling  the  feeble  waiiin^s  of  reason  and  the 
stronger  cries  of  public  virtue.  It  will  require 
the  miraculous  inter?ention  of  Pivine  goodness 
to  correct  their  Errors  and  reform  their  hearu> — a 
miracle  whose  example  is  not  to  be  found  in  the 
historjr  of  religion.  It  is  indeed  recorded  that  the 
interference  of  Divinity  once  poured  the  light  of 
Heaven  on  the  dark  eye  of  the  blind;  but  it  is 
not  recorded  that  omnipotent  power  ever  shed 
the  light  of  truth  upon  that  orb  which  was  wil- 
fully closed  to  prevent  the  admission  of  its  rays. 
But  the  days  of  miracles  are  past ;  reason  is  our 
only  guide,  and  those  who  abandon  her  direction 
must  be  left  to  the  punishment  of  their  disobe- 
dience. To  convince  them  is  impossible ;  they 
will  die  in  their  sins,  ^'unanointed  and  unan- 
nealed,"  condemned  by  the  present  race,and  exe- 
orated  in  future  times.  It  may  be  asked  why 
should  arguments  be  answered  or  a  reply  at- 
tempted on  a  subject  on  which  the  evidence  is 
full  and  the  mind  already  satisfied.  These  things 
have  been  gravely  urged,  and  have  proceeded 
from  high  authority.  The  honorable  members 
of  the  minority  who  have  expressed  these  senti- 
ments have  not  the  honor  or  originating  them. 
They  first  bsued  from  the  lips  of  the  Executive 
Magistrate  of  the  ancient  and  extensive  Com* 
mon  wealth  of  Massachusetts.  To  him  belongs 
the  high  honor  of  discovering  that  Britain  was 
the  preserver  of  human  liberty,  the  bulwark  of 
our  religion.  Observations  proceeding  from  such 
sources  deserve  examination,  and  if  there  was  no 
other  reason  for  this  examination,  1  would  make 
it  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  boast  of  a  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  Gbosvenor,)  applied 
to  other  argumlbts  of  equal  weight,  that  they  had 
been  urged  and  had  not  been  met.  These  have 
been  urged  and  I  shall  treat  them  as  they  deserve. 
To  what  period  of  the  history  of  her  Government 
are  we  to  look  for  the  evidence  of  her  anxiety  to 
preserve  or  perpetuate  the  blessings  of  civil  lib- 
erty, or  to  extend  that  religion  which  teaches 
peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to  man  7  1  sp^eak  of 
the  Government  and  not  of*the  people.  Like  all 
other  ^reat  and  wealthy  nations  the  dark  page  of 
her  history  is  but  a  record  of  human  turpitude, 
occasionally  illuminated  by  brilliant  actions  and 
adorned  by  the  services  of  virtuous  men.  Eter- 
^nally  strogglinff  for  a  remnant  of  liberty  thyn- 
selves,  the  people  had  neither  leisure  or  inclina- 
tion to  assist  other  nations  in  a  similar  conflict. 
Mingling  in  the  turmoil  of  Continental  warfare, 
.  the  object  has  been  to  preserve  the  possessions  of 
the  Crown,  or  to  assist  some  of  their  ambitious 
allies  to  plunder  the  surrounding  nations.  Her 
religion  has  been  a  source  of  dreadful  persecution. 
The  stake  and  the  fire  were  the  portion  of  the 
Catholic  and  the  Protestant,  as  the  religion  of 
their  monarch  changed.  It  must  not  be  forgot- 
ten that  the  reformation  of  religious  abuses  in 
England  owed  its  success  to  the  adulterous  love 
of  the  tyrant  Henry,  the  defender  of  the  faith- 
he  preferred  the  roses  on  the  cheek  of  beauty  to 
the  consecrated  rose  of  the  Pope.    Refining  upon 


the  cruelty  of  Procrustes,  he  burned  with  the  same 
fftggots  him  who  believed  too  much  and  him  who 
believed  too  little.  But  we  may  be  told  that  it  is 
in  modern  times  that  these  new  crusaders  have 
commenced  their  holy  warfare.  In  what  portion 
of  her  extensive  Empire  are  we  to  look  for  the 
proof?  Ask  the  unhappy  inhabitant  of  the  pe- 
ninsula of  India  whether  his  condition  has  been 
rendered  happier,  his  religious  opinions  purified, 
by  the  humanity  and  magnanimity  of  Britain.  If 
his  virtuous  indignation  at  the  insulting  inquiry 
will  permit  him  to  answer,  he  will  point  to  the 
desolated  fields  of  his  once  terrestrial  paradise: 
he  will  recall  to  your  reqieiabrance  the  period 
not  long  passed  when  the  air  was  filled  with  the 
cries  of  his  unhappy  countrymen  dying  of  famine 
from  the  accursed  avarice  of  these  lovers  of  the 
human  race ;  when  the  tide  of  the  Ganges  and 
the  Burampooter.  swollen  with  putrid  carcases, 
rushed  more  wildly  to  the  ocean  to  hide  their  pol- 
luted streams  in  the  interminable  wave.  But 
these  crimes  are  no  doubt  amply  atoned  for  by 
subsequent  benefits  and  the  substitution  of  the 
pure  system  of  our  religion  for  theirs.  The  op- 
pression has  only  become  systematic,  but  it  is 
oppression  still.  The  pagoda  of  the  Brahmin 
may  have  been  levelled  to  the  earth,  but  the  tem- 
ple of  Jesus  has  not  risen  in  its  stead. 

The  distant  region  of  India  may  not  be  consid- 
ered as  the  proper  sphere  for  the  exertion  ot  the 
energies  of  Government  in  favor  of  religion  and 
liberty.  Nearer  home,  within  the  immediate  in- 
fluence of  its  authority,  no  doubt  religious  purity 
and  civil  liberty  are  to  be  found  in  fuU  perfection. 
Ireland  furnishes  the  commentary  upon  this  text. 
The  Catholic  Irishman  who  dares  to  ofier  ujp 
his  sacrifices  to  Heaven  on  an  altar  of  a  form  dif- 
ferent from  the  one  prescribed ;  who  approaches 
the  throne  of  grace  in  a  manner  most  consonant 
to  his  own  ideas  of  the  divine  nature ;  is  marked 
as  an  outcast  from  society,  not  indeed  to  be  the 
victim  of  sanguinary  cruelty,  but  as  one  to  whom 
no  political  power  is  to  be  intrtisted-^is  deprived 
by  statute  even  of  the  privilege  of  shedding  his 
ffenerous  blood  in  defence  of  his  beloved  firin. 
Modern  times  exhibit  no  instance  of  such  incon- 
sistency as  that  afforded  by  England,  who,  pro- 
fessing to  defend  the  Catholic  faith  in  Spain  and 
Portu^l,  makes  it  the  cause  of  the  most  degrad* 
ing  distinctions  among  her  own  people.  The 
Spaniards  and  Portuguese  who  die  io  battle  are 
heroes  and  martyrs — the  Catholic  Irishman  lives 
a  bigot  and  a  slave.  But,  sir,  I  would  ask, 
what  is  meant  by  our  religion  ?  The  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  Jcnows  no  such  terms. 
The  object  of  our  Government  is  to  regulate  the 
relations  of  man  as  a  member  of  the  society  of 
men.  It  presumes  not  to  interfere  between  the 
Creator  and  the  created.  It  gives  unto  Csesar 
the  things  that  are  Cesar's — it  leaves  unto  God 
the  things  that  are  God's.  Perhaps  we  may  be 
told  that  it  is  the  Christian  faith  that  is  to  be 
preserved  from  destruction.  Is  it  the  faith  pre- 
scribed by  the  sycophantic  Parliament  of  Henry, 
or  is  it  the  pure  faith  of  the  Christian,  by  what- 
ever sect  or  name  it  may  be  known  ?    The  same 
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dodnMs  t&a^ht  by-  tbeir  diTioe  author  are  iade- 
peadeot  of  and  above  all  temporal  power.    True 
piety,  like  the  hamble  taper  of  the  peasant's  cot- 
tage, throws  light  and  cheerfulness  around  its 
leaemeut  of  day.     He  who  possesses  it  asks  and 
iM^s  no  earthly  support.    His  hopes,  his  conso- 
latioDs,  and  his  dependence,  are  on  "another  and 
a  better  world.^     If  hyour  religion  is  meant  that 
Pharisaical  spirit  which  prompts  its  votary  to  set 
up  exGlusive  claims  to  morality  and  virtue,  which 
souis  them  even  to  the  throne  of  mercy  with 
proud  ihaaks  that  they  are  not  as  other  men. are, 
the  sooner  its  destruction  is  accomplished  the 
greater  will  be  the  benefit  to  the  human  race.    If 
this  sfiint  of  religion  deserves  to  be  supported  by 
hmBan.  power^  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  an  impostor 
aad  a  uave,  and  Mahomet  the  true  propnet  of 
tiie  iiriuf  God. 

The  atrocities  of  the  present  war  are  of  them- 
selves  sufficient  to  produce  conviction  on  minds, 
ordinarily  constituted,  of  the  perfect  disregard  of 
the  British  Government  to  religion  and  human- 
ity. I  will  not  detain  you  by  any  detail  of  these 
Moralities.  I  do  not  desire  to  excite  resentment 
Of  inspire  detestation  by  a  recital  of  the  barbarities 
which  have  been  committed  in  different  parts  of 
Ihe  Continent  by  the  armies  and  allies  of  England. 
Bat  we  may  inquire  how  far  reli^rious  Govern- 
menu  can  be  iustified  in  employing  the  means 
of  d^eaee  and  offence,  which  involve  in  their 
deitraetive  progress  the  man,  the  woman,  apd 
the  iafiiat ;  which  spares  neither  age,  sex,  or  con- 
dition;, which  riots  with  equal  joy  on  the  spoils 
of  the  armed  enemy  or  wounded  prisoner.  We 
axe  told  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Qbo0vekor)  that  the  employment  of  the  Indians 
was  justifiable — that  he  would  have  adopted  the 
same  means.  The  state  of  war  is  certainly  a  de- 
stmetioo  of  the  ordinary  rules  which  govern  na- 
tMins  in  their  conduct  to  each  other.  Even  this 
state,  however,  has  rules  which  generous  nations 
imfucitly  obey ;  rules  violated  by  the  employment 
of  a  force  whose  destructive  effect  cannot  be  con- 
trolled. The  effect  of  the  employment  of  this 
species  of  annoyance  had  been  proved  by  past 
oqperieace.  During  the  Revolutionary  war  it 
I  denounced  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Brit- 
as  destructive  and  odious.  Modern  improve* 
ats  are  visible  on  this  subject.  In  England  at 
i  day  it  is  matter  of  boast  and  joy  that  the  red 
a  vuiurles  in  battle  by  the  side  of  his  white 
ineod.  The  imagination  is  delighted  by  the  pic- 
tareaqne  effect  of  the  tomahawk  darkening  by  the 
side  of  the  glitter  of  the  bayonet-^by  the  rude 
dcesa  of  th^  savage  viewed  in  conjunction  with 
the  sfileodid  costume  of  the  disciplined  soldier. 
Theffoaas  of  the  scalped  victim  are  no  longer 
permitted  to  strike  upon  the  ear — it  is  delighted 
by  tbe  dramatic  effect  of  the  yell  of  the  savage 
fiiliag  the  air,  in  combination  with  the  shout  of 
the  civilized  barbarian.  1  envy  no  man's  feel- 
ings w^o  can  believe  the  employment  of  an  In- 
dian force  justifiable.  The  conclusion,  however, 
may  be  drawn  without  the  fear  of  refutation,  that 
it  is  not  an  evidence  of  the  regard  of  Christian- 
ity in  those  who, adopt  it. 


We  are  informed  by  an  honorable  gentleman 
froin  Massachusetts,  that  our  sympathies  for 
Spain  ought  to  have  prevented  tne  declaration 
of  war :  Spain,  fighting  in  a  cause  holy  and  sa- 
cred as  the  cause  of  our  own  Revolution,  was 
injured  by  our  attempt  to  resist  encroachments 
upon  our  rights.  There  is  no  man  who  does  not 
wish  success  to  the  Spaniards.  But,  sir,  when 
we  ai^  called  upon  to  make  sacrifices  and  submit 
to  injustice  on  their  account,  it  becomes  neces- 
sary to  examine  the  nature  of  the  contest  and 
the  probable  consequence  of  the  success  of  the 
parties  engaged  in  iu  What  is  that  cause,  which 
has  been  compared  to  our  Revolutionary  strug- 
gle ?  It  is  the  cause  of  pride,  not  of  principle. 
Pride,  which  having  its  foundation  among  the 
generous  feelings  of  the  human  heart,  may  in- 
spire admiration  and  excite  sympathy,  but  which 
is  rejected  by  "reason.  The  memorable  si^  of 
Saragossa  was  sustained,  the  immortal  Palafox 
died,  ifot  to  extend  or  preserve  the  liberties  of  the 
people,  but  for  the  paltry  privilege  of  choosing 
the  puppet  who  was  to  sit  upon  the  throne. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  memorable  strug- 
gle Spain  was  as  completely  governed  by  French 
councils  as  if  she  had  been  an  integral  part  of  the 
Empire.  All  her  resources  were  at  the  command 
of  the  Emperor.  Napoleon  mi^ht  give  greater 
stability  to  his  power,  but  immediately  he  was  to 
gain  nothing  by  the  change  of  Kings,  but  the 
gratification  of  his  family  pride.  Wonderful  and 
important  controversy,  whether  the  descendant  of 
a  Frenchman  or  a  Corsican  should  sit  upon  the 
throne,  whether  the  political  automaton  should 
be  of  the  ancient  or  the  new  dynsaty,  a  Bourbon, 
or  a  Bonaparte;  of  a  family  whose  ancestors  had 
usurped  power  in  times  long  past,  or  of  one  who 
had  grasped  it  with  their  own  hands  in  the  pre- 
sent daysl  And  what  was  the  consequence  of 
the  struggle  which  ensued  1  The  resources  of 
Spain  became  the  property  of  Britain;  no. other 
effect  was  produced  than  a  change  of  masters. 
What  difference  between  the  dominion  of  one  or 
the  other  Power?  The  people  obtain  no  privi- 
leges and  the  United  States  derive  no  benefits. 
To  us  it  cannot  be  important,  whether  the  wires 
are  moved  by  an  English  or  a  French  juggler; 
whether  the  despatches  of  Spain  are  issued  by 
Castlereagh  or  jBassano.  The  comparison  of 
this  with  our  Revolution,  is  odious  and  unjust 
profanation  to  the  ashes  of  Washington  and  his 
contemporary  patriots.  The  American  people 
fought  tor  their  own  privileges — the  Spaniards 
for  the  privile^  of  their  rulers.  Our  fathers 
fought  for  the  right  of  self-government;  for  free- 
dom, political  and  religious;  they  for  the  choice  of 
the  foot  which  is  to  trample  on  their  necks.  The 
principles  of  our  contest  seem  to  be  as  little  un- 
derstood as  the  limits  of  Constitutional  opposition^ 
In  the  cause  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  situation 
of  the  world,  in  the  affairs  of  the  Peninsula,  there 
was  nothinff  to  demand  or  require  our  forbear- 
ance to  seek  redress  even  for  incidental  injuries. 
But  were  the  Orders  in  Council  really  intended 
to  injure  France,  and  France  only  1  Far  from 
it.  ,  The  decrees,  of  which  they  pretended  to  be 
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retaliatory,  were  inoperati?e  and  useless.  It  was 
the  boast  of  the  British  GoTeroment  that  they 
were  futile  and  impotent.  No.  Fir,  the  object  of 
this  system  of  retaliation  upon  Prance,  was  to 
foster  British  at  the  expense  of  neutral  commerce. 
The  pretence  to  cover  this  object  was  the  de- 
crees of  France.  Flimsy,  indeed,  but  still  suffi- 
cient for  a  Government  which  desires  to  cover, 
if  it  does  not  conceal,  its  real  intentions  from  the 
public  view. 

I  will  not  turn  to  the  dog-eared  volumes  of  the 
public  documents  to  show  the  correctness  of  this 
positron  ;  I  will  rely  upon  the  declaration  of  two 
persons  of  sreat  authority  on  this  subject — Per- 
ceval and  Oastlereagh.  I  might  repeat  the  idea 
expressed  on  a  former  occasion  by  a  gentleman 
of  New  York,  that  the  admission  of  your  adver- 
sary is  the  best  evidence  of  the  existence  of  any 
ftct  which  is  sought  to  be  proved.  In  1807,  Mr. 
Perceval  recommended  this  system  to  the  then 
Ministers,  and  was  seconded  by  Lord  Oastlereagh. 
Mr.  Perceval  said : 

«  You  might  say  that  no  goods  should  be  carried  to 
France  exc^t  tiiey  first  touched  at  a  British  port 
They  might  do  forced  to  be  entered  at  the  custom- 
house, and  a  certain  entry  imposed  whidi  would  con- 
tiibute  to  enhance  the  price  and  give  a  better  sale  in 
the  foreign  market  to  your  oommodities." 

The  object  is  here  distinctly  avowed :  it  is  not 
to  injure  France,  but  to  give  a  better  sale  to  En- 
glish commodities  In  foreign  markets  by  dimin- 
ishing the  fair  gains  of  neutral  commerce,  bv 
levying  a  tax  upon  neutral  vessels  in  British 
ports.  What  was  the  pretext  ?  Gentlemen  may 
say,  our  submission  to  French  encroachment. 
Suich  encroachments  had  not  been  made  on  our 
commerce,  or,  if  made,  were  not  known  in  this 
country  at  the  time  the  first  order  was  issued. 
Lord  Oastlereagh,  in  the  debate  already  alluded 
to,  shows  that  a  pretext  could  be  found  whether 
we  were  included  in  the  operation  of  the  French 
decrees,  or  were  specially  excepted  from  their  ef- 
fects. I  will  use  his  own  words.  Speaking  of 
the  decree  of  Berlin,  he  says : 

"  Since  the  publication  of  this  decree,  which  had  at 
first  been  general  as  to  all  nations,  some  communica- 
tions had  taken  place  b^ween  the  American  Minis- 
ter in  this  coun^  and  the  French  Government,  in 
consequence  of  wmch  some  jpractical  rdaxation  of  the 
decree  had  taken  place.  Tms  was  one  ground  why 
we  should  look  upon  America  with  jealousy ;  it  was 
an  iiggra»mii<m  that  she  had  by  a  secret  understaod- 
mg  wtth  tlie  French  GovenmiMit  contrived  to  take  her 
shipping  out  of  the  operation  of  the  decree  diat  was 
at  first  general." 

Our  sobtnission  to  a  decree  which  did  not  af* 
fsct  us--a  decree  admitted  to  be  useless— was  suf- 
ficient to  justify  retaliation ;  being  exempted  from 
its  practical  eflfect,  was  an  aggravation  which 
justified  the  same  system!  Is  it  unfair  under 
these  circumstances  to  conclude  that  these  orders 
would  have  been  issued  had  the  decrees  of  France 
never  existed  7  Some  other  pretext  equally  plau- 
sible could  have  been  imagined,  and  would  have 
been  defended  here.  We  are  not  at  this  day  to 
learo  that  the  real  motives  of  the  acts  of  that 


Government  are  as  opposite  to  those  avowed  as 
Heaven  is  to  Hell.  True  to  their  priuf^iples, 
Perceval  and  Oastlereagh  were  no  sooner  admit- 
ted into  the  Ministry  than  the  plan  previously 
recommended  by  them  was  acted  upon.  What 
was  their  theory  out  of  Administration  was  their 
practice  in  it.  The  order  of  November  was  sub- 
stantially what  had  been  pressed  upon  the  former 
Ministry  when  America  was  exempted  from  the 
operation  of  the  French  decrees.  It  may  be  ima^ 
gined  that  this  plan  was  bottofhed  upon  some  al- 
leged submission  to  the  decrees,  or  the  aggrara- 
tion  of  an  exemption  from  their  efibct.  In  the 
debate  on  the  subject  of  the  orders  of  November^ 
instances  of  the  execution  of  the  French  decrees 
are  indeed  meritioned,  but  they  are  confined  to 
the  countries  subject  to  French  arms.  The  oc- 
currences at  Hamburg  are  chiefly  relied  upon. 
But  what  is  conclusive  upon  this  point  is,  that 
they  were  persisted  in  after  the  excuse  was  taken 
away.  Oanning,  in  1812,  said  the  Orders  in 
Oouncil  had  lost  their  retaliatory  character,  were 
no  longer  to  be  justified  upon  the  principles  upon 
which  they  were  issued.  What  said  toe  Minis- 
ter ?  His  answer  is  to  be  found  in  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Russell  in  March,  1812.  The  language  of 
the  British  Minister  here,  corresponding  with 
that  answer,  extinguished  all  hope  of  avoiding  a 
contest ;  we  were  told  in  language  not  to  be  mis- 
taken, that  these  violations  of  the  rights  of  the 
nation  would  continue  until  neutral  commerce 
was  placed  by  France^  on  its  ancient  footing ; 
until  the  continental  system  was  abandoned. 
Under  these  circumstances  what  was  the  duty  of 
the  Administration  of  a  free  people  ?  Oontinne 
to  endure  and  to  complain?  To  restrict  com- 
merce and  to  threaten  vengeance ;  to  puhue  the 
^Minkering'' system^  or  to  resort  to  armst  On 
this  subject,  hesitation  would  have  been  criminal. 
Honor,  justice,  and  generous  policjr,  pointed  out 
the  course  to  be  pursued,  and  their  commands 
^were  obeyed.  Why  was  England  selected  ?  Tlie 
answer  is  at  hand.  With  her  all  hope  of  redress 
by  negotiation  was  at  an  end.  With  her  adver- 
sary expectation  was  still  alive.  Faint  indeed 
was  that  expectation.  The  progress  of  our  ne- 
gotiation had  been  artfully,  infamously,  if  yon 
please,  retarded;  but  the  Administration,  as  in 
Its  conduct  to  Great  Britain,  clung  to  the  hope 
of  finally  efiecting  their  just  objects  withom  « 
resort  to  arms.  If  in  our  intercourse  with  these 
two  Powers  a  stronger  language  and  a  bolder 
tone  bad  been  used,  I  coniess  my  satisfaction 
would  not  have  been  diminished.  But  in  Qov- 
ernments  as  with  individuals ;  the  form  is  noth- 
ing when  the  substance  is  preserved.  There  was, 
however,  another  cause  of  war.  The  impress- 
ment of  our  seamen,  native  and  naturalized.  We 
are  repeatedly  told,  emphatically  told,  that  Gkeat 
Britain  does  not  claim  the  right  of  impressing 
native  Americans.  It  is  true  she  does  not  claim 
the  ri^bt,  she  only  persists  in  the  practice.  No 
great  injury  is  said  to  be  done  by  a  few  errors  on 
a  subject  on  which  to  avoid  error  is  next  to  im- 
possible. The  American  impressed  is  diseharmd 
when  he  proves  his  nativity.    The  opiaion  of  a 
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Mkik  mMsbipinaii  or  a  sarl^r  oflker  is  cfrlience 
sniyent  to  make  an  American  a  sailor  of  His 
llijesty.    fiTidence  aatheDtioated    and  formal 
mm  akMie,  after  a  process  of  years,  restore  him  lo 
kis  eonatry.    I  say  noibiag  of  tbe  hardships  lie 
eadares  daring  tins  pargatorial  probation.    It  is 
eaoogh  for  htm  to  know  and  feel  that  while  his 
coaairyaBeii  are  free  he  is  a  slave.    It  has  been 
nmd  ou  this  sobjeet  that  the  habeas  corpus  act 
amded  tbe  means  of  relief.    Of  all  argamenis 
ikia  is  the  OMst  sapreaely  ridieiHoas.  The  habeas 
mtpmm  «tc  to  relieve  a  sailor  shifted  from  vessel 
to  Yesael,  aad  clime  to  clime!    To-day  at  Cape 
HevB,  lo-Borrow  at  the  Gape  of  Qood  Hope ;  at 
one  tOM  seorchiag  ooder  a  tropieal  son,  at  ano- 
dwr  fiecxing  ia  the  polar  regions.    Bven  if  with- 
ia  tbe  rcaeb  of  saeh  relief,  how  is  he  to  procure 
tke  neecMary  evideaoe?    This  is  worse  than 
aaefcery.    Bot  where  is  tbe  difference  between 
aaiiw  mad  oatatalized  seamen  ?  They  are  equal- 
ly bo«ad  to  obey  tke  laws  of  the  United  Stares ; 
mef  mwe  eatiiled  to  the  same  protection.    The 
Coaadtotion  aatborized  oar  nataraliiation  laws, 
aad  tbe  Gorerameat  is  booad  by  every  obliga- 
tioB  of  hotter  and  Justice  to  protect  those  who 
have  keea  iseorpofaied  into  oar  political  society, 
thoogk  ihej  laay  have  had  the  good  for- 
fint  to  see  the  light  in  the  dominions  of  a 
It  ia  aot  Dowa  qaestioB  whether  the  laws 
OB  ikaasBl»}eet  are  dictated  by  soaad  policy ;  the 
oa/f  imqoirf  is,  wkat  is  the  doty  of  tbe  Govern- 
flMBC  to  peffsoDs  thus  oircumstanced.    The  first 
mat  4mf  is  that  of  protecting  their  persons. 
These  is  «o  ascaping  from  the  force  of  this  obli- 
gttioB  witkoQt  disgrace.    The  iropresiment  of 
seosao  waa  i^>ccially  stated  as  cause  of  war,  not 
to  sareli  tke  tisi  ef  imaginary  grievances,  not  to 
hlackes  tlie  character  oi  oar  adversary,  as  has 
keea  suggested  here,  bat^as  a  ground  of  serious 
caonplaiat,  a  pcoetice  afiecttog  the  vital  principle 
of  iadepcodenee.    The  doctrines  contended  for 
by  tbe  Uovemaaent  have  been  called  novel  doc* 
tiiao^  and  to  deeply  danm  them  they  have  be€« 
eaUed  Freock  doctrines.    It  is  said  that  the  idea 
ef  Fraaee  that  a  vessel  is  a  floating  colony  is 
adapted  here.    I  arill  aot  detain  the  Committee 
kf  aa  atteaqit  to  show  that  this  doctrine  is  not  of 
tke  peeacat  day,  or  to  express  my  coatempt  for 
tkia  OS  aoy  etker  instaace  of  our  exertion  to  ex- 
alte pcejadioe,  when  reasoa  only  ought  to  be  ad- 
daeaaed*    Bat  I  will  show  that  this  doctrine  is  as 
oid  Mm  Ike  Goverameot  of  our  ceaatry.    Tke 
last  Fiesideat,  whose  name  I  cannot  pronounce 
mthtfut  jeretence,  G^eral  WAaHiaaroN.  con- 
1  fur  diedoetrine  that  the  flag  oi  the  Uni« 
ikoakl  cover  and  protect  all  those  who 
r  U,  with  the  exception  of  enemy  soU 
dianrer  deserters.    Mr.  JdOferson,  in  1792,  under 
tko  divetfoo  of  the  purest  and  most  virtuous 
Cbief  Magistrate  ever^  gireo  by  a  kind  Provi- 
dcaae  to  a  gcatefol  natfon,  writes  to  Mr.  Thomas 
Piackaey-^'*  The  simplest  rule  will  be,  that  the 
veaaei  beiag  American  shall  be  evidence  that  the 
en  on  board  ker  are  snob."    The  same  rule, 
tke  same  words,  is  suggested  to  Mr. 
Kiag  ia  1796^  with  tkisaddltion,  that  ^komanity  I 
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as  well  as  interest  powerfuUy  plead  for  its  < 
lishment,  at  least  on  the  high  seas."  This  rule 
covers  seamen  of  every  class^  not  as  an  unforo* 
seen  consequence,  but  an  efieot  intended  to  be 
produced.  Cknrernment  then  insisted  that  their 
flag  should  protect  native  Americans  and  naeiH 
ralized  Americans,  originally  British  subjects. 
It  demanded  still  more,  that  it  should  proteot 
British  subjects  not  naturalized.  In  the  letter 
already  quoted  is  to  be  found  tke  following  pas- 
sage. After  eoameraltog  the  persons  about  whom 
there  could  be  no  dispute,  Mr.  Pickering  writes-^ 
**  The  fourth  class  ooasisis  of  BriUskbom  snbjeets; 
but  who  or  many  of  whom  may  have  become  dtixens 
subseqaeot  to  tbe  Trsa^  of  Pesos,  or  who  heresfter  may 
be  admitted  to  the  af^ls  of  citizens.  It  is  thii  elsss 
alone  about  whom  any  pretenee  of  right  to  impreas 
can  be  made.  With  regard  to  these,  it  m^y  be  at- 
tempted to  protect  them,  as  well  in  tame  of  war  as  of 
peace,  ia  the  fbllewing  cases :  First,  wken  tkey  shall 
hate  senred  in  Americsn  vessels  public  or  [Nivato  ibr 
the  si^e  term  in  which  foreigners  serving  ia  Britisk 
vesseU  would  acquire  the  right  of  Britidi  subjects, 
which  is  understood  to  be  three  years ;  or,  seconcUjt  if 
so  much  cannot  be  obtained,  when  these  persons  origi- 
nally British  subjects  shall  have  resided  five  yefursln 
the  United  States,  and  been  formally  admitted  to  the 
rights  of  citizens  according  to  our  laws." 

I  iwss  over  the  intermediate  corresponfleno^ 
on  this  subject  to  the  letter  of  a  man  who  stands 
at  the  head  of  the  party  called  Federal  in  the 
United  States,  to  whose  intellectual  energy  no 
praise  can  do  justice;  whose  authority  wm  not 
be  disputed  by  a  party  who  feel  and  acknowl- 
edge his  superior  endowments.  In  his  letter  (9 
Mr.  King  of  the  20th  of  September,  1800,  the 
Chief  Justice,  then  Secretary  of  State,  says : 

<<  The  ii^pressment  of  our  ssamea  is  an  iajaijr  of 
very  serious  magnitade,  which  deeply  afieds  the  feel- 
ings and  honor  of  the  nation.*'  "  The  right  to  im? 
press  those  who  were  British  subjects  has  been  asseitr 
ed,  and  the  right  to  impress  those  of  every  other  natia^ 
has  not  been  disclaimed ;  neither  the  one  practice  or 
the  other  can  be  justified.''  ' 

**  The  United  Btates  require  positively  that  their 
seamen,  who  are  not  British  subjects,  whether  born  ii| 
America  or  elsewhere,  shall  be  exempt  firom  impress- 
ment." 

«  The  ease  of  British  subjects,  whether  natoraKzed 
or  not,  is  more  questionable ;  bat  the  right  to  ioorpresa 
them  is  denied.  The  practice  of  the  British  Govem<^ 
meot  itself  may  certainly,  in  a  oontreversy  with  that 
Oovemment,  be  relied  on.  The  privilege  it  dakai^ 
and  exercises  ought  to  be  ceded  to  others.  To  dea^ 
this,  would  be  to  deny  tke  equality  of  nations,  aad  Cd 
make  it  a  question  of  power,  and  not  of  right." 

These  are  tbe  doctrines  of  former  times,  and 
nothing  further  has  been  claimed  by  the  present 
Administration.  Revile  your  Chief  Justice  i 
abuse  former  Administrations  for  these  attempted 
innovations  of  the  law  of  nations;  go  to  tbe 
tomb  of  Washington  and  upbraid  his  sacred  ashetf 
for  these  French  abominations.  Living,  be  did 
not  escape  tbe  charge  of  French  influence;  why 
should  he  be  spared  when  dead  ?  You  cannot 
upbraid  the  present  Administration  for  these 
claims,  without  iaciading  in  your  reprobatiea' 
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those  who  gave  ihem  birth.  It  is  said  that  the 
itnpressment  of  our  seamen  was  oot  of  itself  suf- 
ficieat  cause  of  war.  I  do  not  pretend  to  assert 
that  war  would  hare  been  declared  bad  this  been 
the  onlv  cause,  but  that  it  would  have  justified 
the  declaration  cannot  be  questioned.  A  practice 
which  produces  injuries  of  known  magnitude, 
which  deeply  afflicts  the  feelings  and  the  honor 
of  the  nation,  is  certainly  justifiable  cause  of  war. 
This  war  may  have  been  impolitic  and  prema- 
ture in  its  declaration,  from  the  want  of  prepara- 
tion or  anv  other  cause,  but  no  one  can  shelter 
his  opposition  to  any  measure  necessary  for  its 
prosecution,  under  the  plea  of  its  injustice,  with- 
out forfeiting  his  claims  to  public  respect. 

The  second  ground  of  excuse  or  justification 
used  is,  that  it  was  unjust  to  continue  the  war 
after  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  alleged 
to  have  been  the  only  cauu  ofioar.  This  allega- 
tion is  denied.  These  orders  were  not  the  only 
cause  of  war.  Without  attempting  to  show  the 
policy  and  necessity  of  settling  all  the  points  of 
dispute,  I  will  examine  how  far  Great  Britain 
exhibited  a  disf)osition  to  do  us  justice  in  her  act 
of  repeal.  An  indifferent  spectator  of  such  a  con- 
test between  two  nations  when  told  that  the  in- 
juring party  had  given  the  strongest  proof  of  her 
Sood  faith  and  love  of  peace,  would  conclude 
bat  the  injustice  complained  of  had  ceased ;  that 
ample  security  was  provided  against  a  repetition 
of  the  injury,  and  remuneration  for  tb^t  already 
inflicted  was  offered  or  made.  How  is  the  fact  ? 
The  very  act  of  repeal  asserts  the  justice  of  the 
system;  insists  upon  the  right  of  again  resorting 
to  it  if  necessary ;  affects  to  confer  a  favor  by  its 
suspension  of  abandonment.  Where  was  the  se- 
curity against  future  and  similar  aggressions? 
Where  was  the  remuneration  for  the  millions  of 
American  property  poured  into  the  royal  coffers 
as  droits  of  the  Admiraitjr?  Will  it  be  pretended 
that  this  remuneration  is  not  to  be  expected? 
Will  ffentlemen  who  rave  about  the  millions  im- 
perially plundered  from  us  bv  France,  quietly 
aorrender  to  Great  Britain  the  royal  portions 
which  have  been  moyt  iniquitously  condemned 
in  her  Courts  of  Admiralty  ?  They  ask  at  the 
bands  of  the  Administration  an  account  of  the 
property  seized  under  the  decree  of  Berlin,  Mi- 
Ian,  ana  Rambooillet.  The  Administration  de- 
mand restoration  from  France,  and  this  demand 
would  have  been  made,  although  her  banners  bad 
floated  over  prostrate  Russia,  although  her  impe- 
rial eagles  had  been  planted  on  the  walls  of  St. 
Petersburg.  We  look  for  the  same  justice  from 
both  these  nations.  Perhaps  the  Minister,  Admi- 
ral Warren,  waa  vested  with  full  powers  to  sop- 
ply  these  deficiencies;— he  who  came  to  heal  our 
divisions,  to  afford  our  Government  a  glorious 
opportunity  of  stopping  the  effusion  of  human 
blood.  He  came  to  inform  us  that  the  Orders  in 
Council  were  repealed;  to  propose  an  armistice. 
If  accepted,  was  he  to  arrange  the  subjects  of  dis- 
pute between  the  two  nations?  Nothing  like  it. 
To  arrange  with  the  Secretary  of  State  *'  as  to 
the  revocation  of  the  laws  which  interdict  the 
commerce  and  ships  of  war  of  Great  Britain  frara 


the  waters  and  harbors  of  the  United  States*^ 
This,  and   this  only,  was  his  errand.     Ample 
atonement  had  already  been  made  by  the  repeal 
for  all  our  injuries  of  every  description  and  char- 
acter.   Nothing  further  was  or  could  be  expected, 
and  this  is  the  glorious  opportunity  lost  by  the 
Administration ;  this  is  what  is  called  by  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetu,  in  their  celebrated 
remonstrance,  the  signal  proof  of  the  good  faith 
and  disposition  to  peace  of  the  British  nation. 
But  this  repeal  was  not  even  a  compliance  with 
the  promise  of  her  Ministry.    They  promised  an 
absolute  revo^tion  of  their  Orders  in  Council 
whenever  the  decrees  were,  by  an  autheatie  act 
of  the  French  Government,  publicly  ptomol- 
gated,  repealed.    When   this  authentic  act  oa 
the  part  of  the  French  Government,  which  had 
been  shamefully  withheld  or  fraudulently  ante- 
dated, was  promulgated,  they  comply  with  their 
promise  by  a  repeal  in  June,  which  was  to  take 
effect  in  the  August  succeeding.    What  was  the 
reason  of  this  procrastination  to  do  JQ*^ce ;  of 
this  violation  ot  their  engagement  ?    The  eventa 
which  have  since  occurred  in  the  North  of  Bo- 
rope  point  with  unerring  certainty  to  the  cause. 
France  and  Russia  were  disputing  about  the  coa- 
tinuance  of  the  continental  system.    The  De- 
liverer had  not  yet  determined  to  deliver  him- 
self from  the  iron  grasp  of  the  Imperial  Corsi- 
can ;  he  had  not  yet  resolved  "  to  set  his  crown 
upon  a  cast  and  stand  the  hazard  of  the  die;" 
before    August   these  facu  were  to  be  ascer- 
tained.   Is  it  a  strained  or  unfair  conehision  to 
draw  from  these  premises  that  these  circuia- 
stances  were  hoped  for  ?    If  they  occurred,  the 
•ystem  could  be  continued ;  if  they  did  not  hap- 
pen, it  was  to  be  suffered  to  here  expire. 

The  Administration  of  this  countrjr,  which  has 
been  represented  as  plunging  the  nation  unneces- 
sarily into  this  war ;  which  is  represented  as  seek- 
ing for  unauthorized  excuses  for  continuing  it, 
overlooked  all  these  evidences  of  injustice,  and 
considered  the  overture  of  Admiral  Warren  as 
made  in  the  spirit  of  peace,  and  by  a  Minister 
having  full  power  to  arrange  all  the  matters  in 
controversv.    They  did  not  demand^  as  has  been 
represented  here,  the  abandonment  of  the  right 
of  impressment  as  a  preliminary  to  negotiation  ; 
they  demanded  the  suspension  of  the  practiee 
during  the  proposed  cessation  of  hostilities.   This 
was,  to  be  sure,  a  most  outra^us  and  anjesca- 
fiable  demand.    The  war  which  prevented  this 
practice  was  to  cease,  and  this  practice  waa  to  be 
resumed  and  exercised,  because  the  Orders  in 
Council  were  to  cease  in  August,  if  it  pleased 
the  Prince  Regent.    Yet  this  demand  is  eoDsid* 
ered  as  an  unequivocal  proof  of  the  bad  faith  of 
our  rulers,  and  their  disposition  to  feast  oo  the 
bloody  banquet,  by  those  who  see  in  the  condoet 
of  Great  Britain  signal  proofs  of  her  good  faith 
and  disposition  to  peace.    An  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Pitkin,)  addressio^^ 
you  on  this  subject,  has  said  that  the  high  claims 
of  the  Government  are  now  abandoned,  now  the 
matter  is  to  be  arranged.    By  an  arrangemeDt. 
the  gentleman  undeistands  the  righu  coiuendea 
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for  tfe  tor  rendered.  This  is  certainly  a  new  dis- 
eofery  in  ibe  diptomatic  science.  Heretofore,  I 
hai  onderstood,  that  wkenever  the  rights  or  the 
datms  of  independeDt  nations  clashed,  the  only 
ao4e  was  an  nrrangement,  which  was  understood 
to  give  to  each  the  rights  it  respectiyeiy  claimed. 
or  soch  a  relaxation  on  each  side  as  to  prerent 
Ibtore  cfdlisioas  in  their  exercise.  It  seems  the 
ssperioff  experience  of  the  gentleman  has  discor- 
ered  thai  lus  is  not  the  effect.  But  if  an  arrange- 
neni  is  m  sorrender  of  ri^ht,  and  such  an  arrange- 
aaent  is  made,  Great  Britain,  a  party  to  it,  must 
mbftndoa  her  claims;  and  this,  we  are  told,  will 
aeTer  lie  done.  Id  the  letter  of  Mr.  Monroe  to 
Admiiai  Warren,  which  has  been  frequently  quo- 
ted as  a^rding  e? idence  of  the  desire  of  the 
Adainistration  to  continue  the  war,  this  oabalis- 
tie  word  arraagem^it,  which  it  seems  is  synony- 
maoB  with  abandonment  of  our  claims,  is  used, 
aod  the  basis  upon  which  it  can  be  made  is  sug- 
gested. 

Rither  the  Administration  was  then  prepared 
10  abandoo  a  right  for  the  sake  of  peace,  or  they 
•re  not  yet  prepared  to  surrender  it.  I  leare  the 
choice  to  those  who  hare  involved  themselves 
ia  the  eoatradictton  of  such  unwarranted  asser- 
tiooB.  The  conduct  of  the  Administration  has 
heca  oaiform  and  consistent.  They  asked  of 
Adattral  Warren  what  is  still  asked  at  the  hands 
of  the  British  Ctovernment;  what  must  be  granted 
at  the  risk  eneoantered  of  continuing  the  contest 
Sm  ooe  hnndred  jrears.  * 

I  come  now,  sir,  to  the  last  and  most  extraor- 
diaarj  groand  assumed  by  the  minority— the  im- 
ptaeticability  of  attaining  the  objects  of  the  con- 
tael.  These  objects  are  the  preservation  of  the 
property  and  persons  of  American  citizens  from 
asjost  vioUtion  on  the  common  highway  of  na- 
tioas.  Aod  is  it  seriously  asserted  that  this  can- 
not be  effected  1  If  we  are,  indeed,  so  weak  and 
worthless  as  not  to  be  able  to  protect  our  citizens 
ID  tke  enjoyment  of  these  fundamental  rights, 
let  the  fact  be  proved  by  experience,  and  tbe  peo- 
nlo  will  apply  tbe  remedy.  The  Declaration  of 
Mepeadenee  will  be  torn  to  atoms,  and  iu  frag^ 
■eats  scattered  on  the  winds ;  the  Constitution, 
tka  model  of  iierfeetion  to  human  institutions, 
wiU  he  reduced  to  ashes ;  perhaps  from  its  embers 
a  better  order  of  things  may  arise.  I  have  no 
amccheasioa  on  this  subject^  our  demands,  to 
tao  cuaat  to  which  the  Administration  are  bdund 
Ma  gOf  will  be  graoted  whenever  it  is  the  interest 
cfoor  enemy  to  quit  the  contest;  whenever  it  is 
aiioiro  that  the  hopes  of  division  in  our  country 
are  delosive.  On  that  part  of  the  dispute  which 
nlatcs  to  impressment,  we  are  informed  that 
Cheat  Britain  cannot  yield  to  our  demands  with- 
oat  endangering  her  existence.  Her  existence 
4oes  not  depend,  I  presume^  upon  the  practice 
of  impressing  our  seamen ;  ana  we  have,  at  all 
ttiBei,  been  ready  to  take  away  the  excuse  for  its 
eootinaaoee,  by  refusing  to  employ  British  sob- 
Jeoce.  Peace  can  be  concluded  without  surren- 
dering or  jeopardizing  their  interest  or  ours.  It 
ie  iodilGereot  what  the  arrangement  may  be  with 
Kcgard  to  foceigoen ;  but  with  regard  to  our  own 


citizens,  whether  native  or  naturalized,  their  seen* 
rity  must  be  stipulated,  or  we  quit  the  field  with 
a  wound  incurable,  for  it  affixes  a  stigma  on  the 
national  honor. 

There  are  other  objections  urged,  not  particu- 
larly applicable  to  this  loan,  but  to  all  others  the 
Qovernment  may  require.  A  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  SBBprBr)  has  taken  infinite  pains 
to  prove  the  incapacity  of  the  people  to  lend :  his 
whole  argument  turned  upon  the  supposed  want 
of  circulating  medium.  I  do  not  pretend  to  ac* 
curate  information  on  tbe  subject  of  the  financial 
concerns  of  my  own  country,  much  less  of  those 
of  other  nations.  But  this  doctrine  is  contrary 
to  what  I  understand  to  be  well-founded  opinions 
upon  this  subject.  The  experience  of  Great  Brit- 
am  is,  howerer,  conclusive  against  the  soundness 
of  his  assumed  position.  Her  loans  have  quadru- 
pled the  amount  of  her  circulating  medium,  and 
yet  no  difficulty  has  ever  occurred  to  prevent  them 
from  being  obtained.  Two  facts  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman referred  in  support  of  his  doctrines,  I  must 
beg  leave  to  controvert.  In  the  first,  there  is  a 
fatal  mistake  in  the  statement ;  in  the  second,  the 
conclusion  drawn  from  its  existence  is  fallacioas. 
We  have  been  informed  that  the  slaveholders  of 
Georgia  have  no  money  to  lend,  or  no  doubt  it 
would  have  been  advanced  for  the  support  of  this 
righteous  and  necessary  war.  I  might  be  excused 
for  some  remarks  upon  this  sneer  ofthe  Represea- 
tative  of  slaveholders  upon  the  people  by  whose 
kindness  I  have  the  honor  to  address  you  on  this 
floor;  but,  in  truth,  such  feeble  attempts  at  sever- 
ity, if  they  ever  deserved  notice,  have  long  since 
lost  their  claims  to  distinction  by  hackneyed  use* 
Tbe  people  of  Qeorgia  are  firmly  convinced  of 
the  justicCi  the  necesssity,  and  the  policy  of  the 
war,  and  they  have  proved  their  devotion  to  its 
principles  bv  advancing  their  treasure  and  shed- 
ding their  blood.  It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  the 
money  loaned  in  Qeorgia  was  loaned  by  the  banln. 
The  stock  of  the  banks  is  the  property  of  the  citi- 
zens-^the  loan  subscribed  is  paid  with  their  money 
and  for  their  use.  They  have  more  to  be  applied 
to  the  same  purpose;  and  the  extent  of  their  ex- 
ertions will  be  limited  only  by  the  extent  of  their 
power.  It  is  with  pride  I  call  the  attention  of 
the  honorable  member  from  Virginia,  and  all 
others,  to  the  contrast  exhibited  by  the  conduct 
of  the  people  of  Qeorgia  and  that  of  their  North-^ 
ern  brethren,  who  are  not  slaveholders.  When 
called  upon  to  perform  military  services,  thef 
were  not  stopped  by  an  imaginary  line  in  the  per- 
formance or  their  duty.  No  Chinese  wall  was 
interposed  by  prejudice  and  policy  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  their  object.  They  did  not  stop 
with  an  enemy  in  view,  to  settle,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  dishonorable  fears,  the  limiu  of  their 
Constitutional  obedience.  The  other  fact  to 
which  I  have  alluded,  is  taken  from  Virginia. 
It  is  that  the  State  Legislature  have  been  obliged 
to  increase  the  capiul  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Vir- 
ginia, as  an  inducement  to  the  postponement  of 
the  payment  of  the  debt  due  by  ihe  State  to  the 
Bank.  From  the  peremptory  call  of  the  Bank 
upon  the  Legtslatnre  fer  the  payment  of  the  debt 
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Mid  the  sobieqiwDt  Sfraogeniettt,  the  eonelosion 
kidiAirD,  chat  the  BankMriil  not  be  able  t9  ad- 
lauce  money  to  the  General  Gkyrernment.  I 
would  ask  if  the  increase  of  the  capital  stock  will 
Bot  increase  the  capacity  to  make  \9va1s  either  to 
the  State  Goremment  or  to  the  United  States? 
But  can  it  be  possible  that  the  gentleman  should 
karv  oreriooked  the  inextricable  difficalty  in 
which  he  is  involved  ?  There  is  capital  eooi^^ 
in  Virginia — there  is  capital  to  be  employed  la 
■uin«faotares*^thcre  is  capital  waiting  to  be  em- 
j^oyed  in  commerce  when  a  change  of  ciroum- 
ataoces  will  permit ;  but  there  is  no  capital  to  be 
employed  in  loans  to  Goternmentl  Even,  ac- 
cording to  bis  own  opinioosw  if  the  loan  is  not  sab* 
scribed,  it  will  not  be  for  the  want  of  the  neces- 
sary capital.  A  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
HAHfloif,)  perceivilig  the  dangerous  ground  upon 
%hB6h  this  argument  would  place  the  Opposi- 
tton,  has  denied  that  there  is  want  of  the  means 
•f  aaaking  loans,  but  that  this  loan  cannot  be  had 
from  the  want  of  faith  in  the  Go?ernment— the 
public  credit  is  destroyed.  [Mr.  H.  explained  his 
obsenration^— he  did  iKrtsay  that  the  public  credit 
was  destroyed,  but  that  the  public  fotth  had  been 
Tiokted ;  that  the  measures  pursued  by  the  Ad- 
ministration wouldjif  continued,  destroy  the  pub- 
lio  credit]  I  have  no  desire  to  mi»sttte  the  «i;gn- 
mcat;  nor  do  I  perceire  Tery  clearly  the  dt&r- 
eaee  in  its  foroe  or  application,  as  slated  by  rae, 
or  eotplained  by  himself.  If  the  public  faith  has 
been  violated,  the  public  credit  must  be  impaired. 
If  U  is  the  tendency  of  a  system  of  meatoures  to 
destroy  public  credit,  the  work  of  destruction 
commences  with  the  birth  of  the  system.  The 
■ymrptoms  of  decay  are  no  doubt  immediately 
Tiaible.  Time  and  experience,  the  best  possible 
ariteria  of  the  correctness  of  financial  theory, 
have  already  shown  the  fallacy  of  similar  opin- 
iaos,  and  to  the  same  unetring  test  I  am  willing 
to  Wave  the  decision  of  this  dispute.  The  year 
which  is  now  rolling' rapidly  over  us  will  not  pass 
wiifaont  againeonviacing  gentlemen  of  the  folly 
of  their  predictlon^-^ven  though,  in  the  trne  spirit 
of  aoodern  prophecy,  all  their  power  should  again 
be  exertod  to  produce  their  fulfilment. 

Bo<  why  is  this  formidable  opposition  made  to 
this  bill^  If  the  object  cannot  be  obtained,  it  is 
a  deftd  ietur.  The  supreme  wish  of  the  gentle- 
men will  be  accomplished.  The  Administration 
will  be  emharrassed.  A  peace  dictated  by  Great 
Britain  will  be  the  eonseqoenoe.  The  victim, 
bomd  band  and  foot,  will  be  placed  on  the  altar 
and  Great  Britain  will  no  doubt,  with  her  usual 
Bngnaaimity,  use  the  knife  of  sacrifice,  in  the 
afinions  of  the  minority,  to  cut  the  cords  by 
which  the  victim  is  confined — in  ours,  to  shed  its 
blood  as  a  propitiatory  ofieriAg  to  the  god  of  her 
idolatry. 

In  obedience  to  the  fashion  of  this  Hall,  I  will 
indulge  myself  in  some  concluding  observations 
an  the  nature  of  the  opposition  to  thepresent  sys- 
tem pursued  by  the  Government.  The  right  of 
opposition  in  our  country  is  holy.  Every  man 
who  does  not  violate  the  Constitution  or  the  laws 
ia  the  judge  of  the  moral  propriety  of  his  own 


oondnct.  I  am  no  casuist,  capable  of  asoertaioin|f 
the  depravity  or  correctness  of  human  conduct 
by  a  nicely  graduated  scale  of  moral  proportione. 
Attempts  of  this  kind  if  not  improper  are  at  lenat 
useless.  I  shall  not  therefore  trouble  you  witJi 
any  remarks  upon  moral  treason,  or  the  warmtfe 
which  an  attempt  at  its  definition  has  produoed. 
All  opposition  in  free  Governments  has  for  ita 
end  a  change  of  public  opinion,  and  by  this  meaiur 
a  transfer  of  the  power,  which  is  dependent  upon 
it,  from  the  hands  of  the  incumbents  to  the  prin- 
cipal agenu  oppoaed  to  their  system.  The  ob-^ 
ject  is  honorable— the  end  to  be  accomplitlwd 
noble.  What  can  be  more  honorable  than  t^ 
guide  and  direct  public  opinion-^what  more  noble 
than  the  enjoyment  of  the  confidence,  the  gni*- 
dance  of  the  destinies  of  a  free  and  virtuous  peo- 
ple 1  But  the  importance  and  gceatness  of  tbn 
object  does  not  justify  ^Y^tj  meant  of  obtaining 
it.  Like  all  other  human  purauits,  its  character 
is  fixed  by  the  manner  in  which  it  is  conducted. 
Have  the  means  used  by  the  minoritv  since  the 
commencement  of  the  war  been  worthy  of  their 
object— have  they  been  virtuous  or  viciontt  I 
appeal  to  the  facts  upon  record,  and  leave  the  de- 
cision to  the  people  whose  judgment  is  to  beflaal* 
An  honoraole  gentleman  from  New  Hampehtre 
(Mr.  WEB8TER)lias  said,  that  the  minority  know 
the  limiu  of  Constitutional  opposition — beyott4 
these  they  will  not  travel— up  to  them  they  will 
march  fearlessly.  '*  They  are  not  of  a  school  in 
^  which  insurrection  is  taught  as  a  virttie.  They 
^  will  not  seek  promotion  throitgh  the  paths  of 
*•  sedition,  nor  qualify  themselves  to  serve  their 

*  country  in  any  of  the  high  departments  of  ita 

*  Government,  by  making  rebeHion  the  first  dl»- 
^  meat  of  their  political  science."  I  admire  tha 
manliness  of  the  sentiment,  and  the  beauty  of  llto 
language  in  which  it  is  expressed.  The  one  ia  a 
proof  of  the  strength  of  his  nnderstandiiw— tlia 
other  of  the  purity  of  his  taste.  Bot  how  is  thia 
declaration  to  be  reconciled  to  other  remarka 
which  have  been  expressed  here?  We  Iiat9 
been  amused  with  critical  dissertations  upon  the 
strength  of  the  Eastern  Staies-Hipon  their  ab* 
horrence  of  opprcMion.  Oottom-houses  and  oua- 
tom-honse  officers  have  been  threatened  with 
destruction.  Is  physical  stfengfh  to  settle  X\» 
great  Constitutional  questions  which  have  beea 
raised  in  the  present  day  ?  The  offices  and  offl« 
cers  created  and  appointed  by  the  oenstituted  a«« 
thorities,  can  only  be  put  down  by  the  poiai  tff 
the  bayonet!  Gentlemen  say  they  do  not  ad- 
vine  the  people  to  pursue  this  course.  Thev  only 
tell  them  such  a  cour^  would  be  justifiible. 
They  do  not  recommend  the  recurrence  to  foroe, 
but  they  say,  if  the  Constitution  is  violated,  audi 
force  is  proper  and  necessary.  And  we  have  beofi 
told  more  than  once,  that  we  have  violated  the 
Constitution  and  oppressed  the  people  of  the  East. 
Such  doctrines  are  not  reconcilable  with  the 
opinions  of  the  rentlemen  from  New  Hampshiros 
whatever  may  be  his  case,  some  of  the  party  of 
which  he  is  a'member  are  willing  to  make  rebel- 
lion, if  not  the  first,  at  least  one  of  the  elemenla 
of  their  political  science.    What  haa  become  of 
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that  Jadimry  heretofore  considered  the  aafefimrd 
of  ibe  CoDstitQtional  rights  of  the  people — the 
oheek  upoB  Legtslative  asnrpattoiis  ?  Are  its 
Members  eb«Dged-^ha?e  thef  become  time  ser- 
Tcis  Mid  tyeopbmiiu  to  the  dontoaot  party — do 
li^y  fear  the  responsibility  of  deeidioff  oo  such 
wpertaot  qoestioos?  The  members  of  the  court 
are  ooc  cbanged.  The  idel  of  the  (^position  is 
aiiii  head  of  the  judicial  tribaoals.  The  judges 
are  aoi  ireaiblers  or  time  servers.  That  coart 
wbich  oaaqoestion  of  mere  jarisdietioa  trarelled 
a«t  of  the  rceord  to  express  an  opinion  against 
ika  AdounistratioQ  of  their  country,  will  court  the 
■ospeasihility  of  pronouncing  judgment  against 
iMca,  \(  they  are  aoi  forbidden  by  principles  too 
acroeg  to  be  reasoned  dow&v 

il  is  iaapossi We  to  leave  this  subject  without 
adverdag  to  the  conduct  of  a  portion  of  the  Le- 
gisbiofe  of  Massachusetts,  the  direct  tendency 
af  which  has  been  to  lead  to  a  separation  of  the 
Oaioo.  laiammatory  resolutions,  violent  com- 
ptatnts  of  the  injustice  and  oppression  of  the 
Oeaeral  Cforemment  have  been  heaped  upon 
each  other,  to  sttamlate  pubUe  prejudice,  to  pre- 
pare the  pahlie  mind  for  stronger  and  more  de- 
cided steps.  Think  not,  sir,  I  advert  to  these 
tjhiags  from  any  apprehension  that  these  schemes 
will  beefiectaaL  1  mention  them  to  express  my 
ytrfaaart  cootempt  for  their  impotent  madness. 

The  leadets  of  these  foetious  spirits  are  pre- 
waisd  from  carrying  their  wishes  fully  into  op>- 
•sation  by  two  powerful  divinities — interest  and 
foae.  The  io^t  of  the  Union  is  yet  sufficiently 
eiroag,  ia  defiance  of  ariifiee  and  foisehood,  to 
atvike  down  the  ruffian  who  dares  to  lift  his 
■acriligiotts  hand  agaiikst  the  Constitution  by 
whieh  that  Union  is  to  be  perp^uated — the  love 
a#the  Union  among  the  people  of  the  East  tfaem- 
aalfci.  These  infotuated  leaders  have  not  the 
Bcrve  to  carry  into  execution  their  mad  desians. 
Be  who  eowers  under  the  folcon  eye  of  an  indig- 
aaat  adversary,  will  not  court  the  fiery  glance  of 
aapystecL 

But  If  there  is  to  be  found  a  leader  who  to  the 
aceessary  corruption,  and  to  deadly  ambition, 
adds  the  nerve  requisite  to  j^erlorm  *^  the  first- 
lia^  of  his  heart;"  if  by  his  influence  madmen 
eaough  shoald  enlist  under  bis  banners,  the  eye 
9l  reason  can  look  fearlessly  beyond  the  imme- 
dbte  coaseqaences  to  the  final  result.  That  re- 
wmix  IS  net  dubious.  The  elements  of  society 
may  be  set  in  motion,  may  mingle  in  dreadful 
8lri&;  the  earth  may  rock  to  its  deep  foundations, 
hai  oof  one  steaeof  the  fabric  of  our  Qovemment 
wiU  be  shaken  from  its  place.  Dreadful  will  be 
the  eoneeqacBees — horrible  the  sceaes  which  will 
ffabably  eosne^  The  fairest  region  of  our  coun- 
try nay  become  a  "  desert  wikL''  The  poor  man's 
aattagc  aad  the  rich  man's  palace  may  together 
ht  aruaUded  to  dust*  The  blood  of  the  innocent 
I  the  |;«ilty,  of  the  recreant  and  the  bmve,  may 
~leiaane  comflaen  stream*— but  one  conso- 
I  is  still  left  to  virtue;  those  who  raised  the 
■apesc  will  be  the  first  victims  of  its  Airy. 

Whan  Mr.  Foimtth  had  concluded— 

lifuBoaaBTaoMafwkeaefoUows:  Mr.  Chair* 


man,  I  am  not  surprised  at  the  reluctance  of  gen^ 
tlemen  to  take  the  floor.  I  feel  seusihly  the  ei^ 
fects  of  my  own  temerity.  But  if,  after  the  eW 
quent  address  of  my  friend  from  Georgia  (Mi^ 
Fobbtth)  I  should  be  so  fortunate  as  to  obtaia 
the  attention  of  the  Committee,  I  promise  for  no 

?reat  length  of  time  to  trespass  on  their  patience, 
ndeed,  I  am  not  desirous  of  making  a  long  speech; 
I  am  not  ambitious  of  that  fame  which  is  to  be 
acquired  ^  by  holding  out  to  tire  each  other  down." 
And  if  tbe  opinion  of  Swift  be  correct,  that  we 
speak  with  facility  in  the  direct  ratio  of  the  pau- 
city of  our  ideas,  then  is  there  little  credit  to  be 
gained  by  haranguing— 

«  From  mom  to  noon,  from  noon  to  dewy  Ofo  ' 
A  Summer's  day." 
Various  and  diff'use  have  been  tbe  subjects  pre» 
seated  to  our  view :  many  of  them  foreign  to  the 
question  under  consideration,  but  all,  diversified 
as  they  have  been  by  ingenuity,  and  animated  by 
declamation,  of  great  interest  and  importance.  I 
do  not  object  to  this  excursive  examination— it 
has  h  igh  and  ancient  authority.  Homer  proposed 
to  sing  AchiHes's  wrath,  and  he  gave  us  the  tea 
years  sieae  of  Troy.  I  will  not,  however,  avail 
myself  of  the  full  extent  of  my  privilege ;  I  will 
not  pass  over  in  silence  the  subjeet  which  has 
given  rise  to  this  debate.  It  yields  in  imporuncd 
to  none.  It  concerns  the  honor,  the  existeaee  af 
the  nation.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  follow gea* 
tlemen  through  tbe  mad  and  melancholy  maxea 
of  their  arjgfuaient,  to  prove  that  funds  ought  not 
to  be  furnished ;  or  that  the  plan  which  has  been 
recommended  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  if  adopted,  would  be  ruinous  to  the  ra» 
sources  and  credit  of  the  nation^  Is  the  loan  ne* 
cessary,  and  can  it  be  procured  1  It  is  suffictent| 
in  the  first  place,  to  answer,  that  we  are  at  war ; 
that  war  cannot  be  carried  on  without  money  \ 
that  money  is  its  sinew.  But  gentlemen  sav  that 
war  is  unnecessary.  Such  has  not  been  aiwayc 
the  language  of  Federalists.  Previously  to  the 
commencement  of  hostilities.  Congress  was  inun-* 
dated  with  memorials  from  oifierent  parts  of  the 
United  Slates,  particularly  from  the  Bast— partic- 
ularly from  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut-*-ex« 
patiatinff  in  indignant  terms,  and  paintinff  in 
vivid  colors  British  injuries  and  insmu  inftioted 
on  our  commerce  and  offences  to  our  flag;  and 
pledging  their  support  to  whatever  measures,  \\t^ 
eaing  to  their  furious  counsels,  the  Goveromeot 
might  be  induced  to  adopt.  Then,  according  to 
the  **  sainted  pilgrims."  the  United  States  wera 
niggards  of  blo(A  and  treaavre.  Then  we  were 
told  by  a  celebrated  Jacobin  of  the  East,  who  held 
a  seat  in  this  House,  and  who  employed  himself 
at  that  time,  as  be  does  now,ia  builvin£the  Q(yf^ 
ernment,  that  we  *' could  not  be  kicked  into  a 
war."  But  let  us  admit  for  a  moment  that  wai 
was  not  unavoidably  commenced ;  is  it  true,  as 
is  often  asserted,  that  no  wish  is  felt,  no  effort 
made  to  obmtn  an  honorable  peace  1  A  slight 
attention  to  focu  will  confute  this  charge.  So 
soon  as  information  was  received  of  the  repeat  of 
the  Orders  ia  Council,  Mr.  Russell  was  iastmeted 
(a  prapoee  aaanaistice  ea  terma  of  peifeet  jastiea 
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Bod  reciprooitf .  This  the  British  GtovernmeDt 
rejected,  and  rejected  in  a  manoer  in  the  highest 
degree  insaiting  to  America.  When  the  Empe- 
ror of  Russia,  the  ally  of  Boglaod.  offered  his 
mediation  to  effect  a  pacification,  it  was,  although 
readily  accepted  by  us,  unhesitatingly  rejected 
by  that  Government.  Now,  at  a  later  period, 
when  the  enemy  has  held  out  the  olive-branch, 
he  is  met  promptly  with  correspondii^g  views  on 
our  part.  But  all  this  is  nothing :  you  lost,  say 
sentlemen,  the  golden  opportunity  when  you  re- 
fused to  close  with  the  proposition  of  Admiral 
Warren.  Yes^  Admiral  Warren  proposed  an 
mrmistice,  leaving  the  seamen  of  our  country, 
whose  riehts  we  took  up  arms  to  secure,  at  the 
mercy  of  subaltern  officers  and  drunken  press- 
gangs. 

But  all  our  efforts  to  obtain  peace  are  treated 
as  our  efforts  were  to  avoid  war.  They  are  mis- 
represented and  derided.  The  Russian  media- 
tion was  declared  to  have  been  unauthorized  by 
the  Russian  monarch.  Mr.  Daschkoff  and  the 
fizecutive  fabricated  it  to  amuse  and  deceive  the 
public  I  The  correspondence  on  that  subject,  in 
bU  respects  so  honorable  to  our  €k>vernment,  lately 
laid  before  the  world,  has  covered  the  authors  of 
these  calumnies  with  dismay  and  confusion.  Yes, 
the  acceptance  of  the  Russian  mediation  met  with 
the  most  illiberal  opposition,  and  acceding  to  the 
late  proposition  of  the  enemy  to  negotiate,  is  beg- 
ging for  peace,  is  striking  our  flag.  Gentlemen 
will  be  mistaken  in  their  fears  or  their  hopes.  To 
treat  on  the  proposed  basis  of  "  the  laws  of  nations 
Bnd  British  maritime  rights,"  is  one  and  the  same. 
Britain  has  maritime  rights,and  so  has  every  other 
independent  sovereignty. 

The  hackneyed  charge  of  French  influence  has 
been  in  a  great  measure  abandoned.  Mr.  Foster, 
within  the  walls  of  Parliament,  where,  their 
^  friends  in  Congress''  were  spoken  of,  acquits  us 
of  this.  The  Emperor  Alexander,  now  the  theme 
of  Federal  eulogy,  but  doomed  soon  to  become 
the  subject  of  their  bitterest  hate,  says,  that  "  tak- 
'  ing  pleasure  in  doing  iostice  to  the  wisdom  of 
'  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  he  is 
'  convinced  that  it  has  done  all  that  it  could  do 
'  to  prevent  this  rupture." 

The  uniform  conduct  of  the  Administration  in 
the  days  of  the  proudest  splendor  of  France,  and 
in  those  of  her  comparative  depression,  alike 
removed  from  obsequious  yielding  or  coniemptu- 
OQS'ezultation,  the  want  of  co-operation,  the  ab- 
sence of  alliance  between  the  two  nations,  all  ffive 
the  lie  to  thb  accusation,  so  often  repeated,  so 
constantly  refuted  by  facts  and  events. 

But  admit  for  a  moment,  in  the  face  of  the 
clearest  evidence,  that  the  war  is  unnecessary ; 
that  it  is  unjust ;  that  it  originated  in  French  in- 
fluence ;  that  no  efforts  have  been  made  to  bring 
it  to  an  honorable  termination — shall  we  not  de- 
fend ourselves  ?  Shall  we  abandon  the  country  ? 
Is  not  England  at  war  with  us  ?  And  ought  not 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Bbbfpby)  who  proposed  that  we  should  proclaim 
that  it  was  not  our  intention  to  attack  the  enemy, 
bIio  to  have  provided  that  the  enemy  should  not 


attack  us  7  His  proposition  would  at  least  have 
been  consistent  in  absurdity. 

If,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  state  of  the  nation  rei- 
quires  funds,  can  the  loan  contemplated  be  ob- 
tained ?  It  is  on  all  hands  admitted  that  it  ean» 
Certain  predictions  of  eventual  national  bank- 
ruptcy are  hazarded ;  but  at  present  there  is  no 
difficulty  or  danger.  On  the  subject  of  finance 
we  have  witnessed  much  labor  and  ezperienced 
much  fatigue.  li  has  tended  to  make  *^  confusion 
worse  confounded."  In  my  researches  I  too 
have  met  with  a  principle,  I  dare  say  as  true  at 
any  we  have  heard,  and  infinite! v more  convenient 
and  apposite.  The  celebrated  Herrenichwand 
lays  it  down  as  a  most  valuable  discovery,  "  that 
'  a  regular  and  constant  increase  in  the  ezpendi* 
'  ture  of  the  Government,  is  the  onlj  true  means 

*  of  insuring  a  constant  progression  in  the  intelli* 

*  gence  and  enjoyment  of  the  people."  The  grand 
secret,  then,  for  increasing  the  happiness  of  the 
people,  is  for  its  rulers  to  speqd  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. I  cannot  say  that  I  entirely  agree  in  opin- 
ion with  this  profound  economist,  although  be  is 
announced  to  the  world  by  Arthur  Young  as  one 
of  the  greatest  political  geniuses  of  the  age.  All 
1  intend  is,  to  show  that  the  subject  of  finance  is 
intricate ;  that  the  greatest  men  are  puzzled,  and 
that  the  gloomy  pr^iotions  and  doll  calculations 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Sheitbt) 
ought  to  be  listened  to  with  much  doubt  and  cir- 
cumspection. For  my  own  part,  when  I  reflect 
on  the  never  failing  series  of  wars  which  have 
convulsed  the  world,  I  have  been  led  to  suspect 
that  if  greater  difficulties  ezisted  to  the  procure* 
ment  of  money  than  is  generally  experienced, 
mankind  would  have  no  cause  to  lament  the  cir^ 
cumsunce.  But  when  I  perceive  that  the  worst 
governments,  for  the  worst  purposes,  have  been 
enabled  to  prosecute  never  ending  and  ezpensire 
contentions,  I  feel  encouraged  to  believe  that  a 
virtuous  government,  for  honorable  purposes,  will 
not  furnish  the  only  example  of  falling  a  sacrificB 
to  its  enemies,  for  want  or  means  to  defend  Bad 
support  its  rights. 

But  gentlemen  oppose  the  loan  because  they 
are  anxious  to  preserve  the  faith  and  credit  of  the 
nation.  But  the  loan  is  necessary  for  that  pur* 
pose.  How  else  will  our  contracts  be  fulfilled; 
how  pay  the  debts  already  doe  ;  how  satisfy  the 
claims  of  the  Army,  the  mvy?  Aware  of  the 
inconsistency  in  which  thev  are  involved,  the^ 
contend  that  the  majority  will  sacrifice  the  faith  oif 
the  public,  rather  than  hazard  their  popularity  by' 
finding  ways  and  means  to  pay  the  debt  they  con- 
tract. This  doctrine  was  not  for  the  first  time 
broached  in  the  House.  A  gentleman  now  be- 
fore me,  (Mr.  Pickbbino,)  in  essays  under  the 
signature  of  his  name,  contended  for  the  truth  of 
the  same  principle ;  this  was  done  to  prevent  in- 
dividuals trom  advancing  their  money  to  the  Qor- 
ernment;  not  satisfied  with  this  he  said,  that  tC 
the  party  to  which  he  belonged  got  into  poweri 
the  creditors  of  the  nation  could  with  no  propriety 
expect  payment  of  their  demands,  as  the  debt  had 
been  contracted  in  conaequence  of  their  advanc- 
ing money  to  prosecute  a  war  danouaced  by  the 
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Fedeffmluts  as  cruel,  unjust,  unDecessary.  The 
geodeman  is  at  perfect  liberty  to  speak  lor  him- 
self aod  his  party ;  he  well  understands  their 
Tiews,  and  does  them  justice.  I  object  to  a  fur- 
ther extension  of  his  iurisdiction.  It  is,  then, 
already  avowed,  that  if  he  and  his  friends  are  in- 
trusted  with  the  Qorernment,  the  debts  of  the 
nation  will  not  be  paid.  This  principle  strikes 
at  the  foandations  of  society,  and  it  is  the  open 
SFOwai  and  unaualified  support  of  doctrines  so 
moastrous  that  keeps,  and  will,  it  is  devoutly  to 
be  hoped,  forever  keep  them  in  the  same  feeble 
and  suspeeted  state  in  which  they  at  present  are 
found,  flow  different  was  the  course  of  Repub- 
Ucaosoccessorsof  a  Federal  Administration  1  Mr. 
Jefiersoo  in  eomiogf  into  office  found  an  enormous 
debt  (^  upwards  of  980,000,000;  much  of  it  had 
been  contracted  in  the  prosecution  of  measures 
b^hly  disagreeable  to  himself  and  his  political 
iHeodss  most  of  the  evidences  of  the  debt  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  opponents.  No  dis- 
poaition  was  felt,  no  hint  thrown  out  calculated 
10  excite  alarm;  the  fame  of  the  country  was 
held  too  dear  to  be  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  re- 
Tcnge.  Ample  means  were  provided  to  satisfy 
the  public  creditors;  under  the  auspices  of  his 
measures^  stock  rapidly  rose,  and  the  complaint 
was,  that  there  was  too  much  promptitude  in  dis- 
charging and  cancelling  the  public  obligations. 
The  suspicions  which  gentlemen  have  thought 
il  lo  express  are  not  supported  by  adverting  to 
the  past ;  they  will  not  be  verified  by  the  future 
conduct  of  the  Government. 

Among  the  various  objections  which  are  urged, 
we  are  told  that  we  are  not  interested  in  the  in- 
jories which  have  given  rise  to  the  war;  that 
eoounerce  and  seamen,  belong  not  to  those  who 
afleet  to  protect  them;  that  the  Navy  and  all 
iu  glories  appertain  to  Federalists.  They  forget 
that  most  oi  the  Representatives  from  the  cities 
and  Atlantic  coast,  voted  for  the  war;  and  they 
arrogate  claims,  in  regard  to  the  Navy,  to  which 
they  are  not  entitled. 

Let  us  for  a  moment  examine  the  subject. — 
General  Washington,  whose  Administration  was 
comparatively  free  from  parnr,  and  whose  views 
and  principles  were  very  difierent  from  those  of 
many  by  whom  his  name  is  often  profaned,  was 
£or  years  silent  as  to  a  navy.  In  his  addresses  at 
the  opening  of  each  Congress  that  topic  was  un- 
ooikcd.  From  1789  to  '94  the  United  States 
owned  no  armed  vessels.  The  conduct  of  the 
AJgerines  induced  the  passage  of  an  act  to  author- 
ize the  President  to  build  four  44-gun  frigates. 
Peace  was  restored  in  the  Spring  of  1795 ;  the 
perbbabJe  materials  which  had  been  provided 
loU,  and  directions  given  to  finish  but  two  of  the 
44's  and  one  frigate  of  36 ;  this  was  done.  Mr. 
Wolcott,  a  Federalist  from  Connecticut,  and  then 
one  of  the  heads  of  department,  proposed  that  two 
millions  of  dollars  should  be  appropriated  an- 
analiy  to  military  purposes  and  pensions.  Give 
10  the  Navy  a  fourth  of  this  sum  and  the  encour- 
agement which  was  bestowed  on  this  subject 
will  be  seen.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  dur- 
iBg  the  eight  years  of  Ckneral  Washington's 


administration  (here  was  not  expended  on  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  one  million  of  dollars^ 
In  his  Farewell  Address,  which  contains  so  many 
principles  of  inestimable  value  to  all  who  admire 
our  form  of  Government,  he  says  nothing,  not- 
withstanding the  wide  scope  of  his  remarks,  in 
regard  to  a  navy.  His  wise  and  prudent  admin- 
istration terminated ;  tired  with  public  employ- 
ment he  retired,  carrying  with  him  the  highest 
gratitude  of  his  fellow  citizens.  A  new  era  ar- 
rived ;  high  notions  of  Executive  power  and  con- 
sequence succeeded  ;  extravagant  and  tyrannicaF 
op  inioQs,  which  his  virtuous  example  had  loDgr 
repressed,  were  now  avowed ;  and  Mr.  Adams^ 
under  the  influence  of  bad  men  and  bad  passions,, 
was  elected  to  the  high  office  of  the  Presidency«. 
It  will  not  be  denied  that  his  expenditures  were 
gr)eat ;  they  were  enormous.  In  his  short  career 
of  four  years  of  extravagance  and  foUj,  upwards 
of  ten  millons  of  dollars  were  appropriated  to  the 
American  marine.  But  we  are  not  to  conclude 
from  this,  that  the  Federal  party  were  actuated 
by  feelings  of  attachment  to  a  navy;  they  were 
governed  by  some  such  motive  as  induced  them 
to  wish  for  an  army  of  fifty  thousand  men,  as  gave 
rise  to  the  alien  and  sedition  laws;  for  when 
about  to  lose  their  much  abused  authority,  on  the 
last  day  of  their  political  existence,  they  passed  n 
law  reducing  the  Navy  to  thirteen  vessels,  direct- 
ing that  but  six  of  these  should  be  kept  in  com- 
mission, and  that  the  remainder  should  be  sold 
or  placed  in  ordinary.  Mr.  Stoddart,  too,  who 
presided  over  that  Department,  when  called  on 
for  his  opinion,  advised  that  about  $1,200,000 
should  be  actually  appropriated  for  naval  pur- 
poses. This  then  seems  to  have  been  the  cool 
and  dispassionate  view  of  that  party ;  when  they 
were  about  to  resign  unwillingl]r  the  rein?  of 
Government  into  the  hands  of  their  political  ad- 
versariesj  all  inducement  to  profusion  had  ceased ; 
the  real  interests  of  the  public  were  then,  under- 
stood, and  that  view  was  taken,  by  which,  if  the 
succeeding  Administration  be  tested,  it  will  be 
discovered  that  they  have  overdone  the  limit 
affixed  by  their  predecessors.  With  what  show 
or  color  of  propriety,  then,  can  the  Republicans 
be  reproached  with  a  denial  of  the  utility  of  a 
navy  ;  with  what  show  of  right  can  the  Federal- 
ists affect  to  monopolize  all  the  glory  which  it 
has  shed  over  the  country  ?  But  it  is  insisted 
that  the  officers  are  Federal.  I  have  the  happi- 
ness to  be  acquainted  with  some  of  them,  some 
who  have  distinguished  themselves;  others  who 
want  opportunity  so  to  do.  If  they  are  Federal- 
ists they  are  Americans;  they  sustain  the  rights 
of  the  nation;  they  invigorate  the  arm  of  the 
Government.  Let  the  Federalists  in  civil  life  or 
in  civil  office  do  the  same ;  let  them  imitate  their 
patriotic  example;  let  them  uphold  with  their 
voice  what  the  seaman  defends  with  his  arm;  it 
will  not  be  objected  to  them  that  they  are  Fed- 
eralists, they  will  share  in  that  glory  which  the 
patriot,  whatever  party  name  he  assume,  never 
lails  to  enjoy. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  BiOBLow,)  not  content  with  the  same  covoh 
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BMNi  to|Nos  of  ceDBore,  has,  in  ,tenBB  the  most 
aeHmoniout,  denounced  the  Cbvernment  for  tak- 
iB^  MlvantBge,  bs  ha  says,  of  the  distressed  sita- 
aaon  of  Spain  to  possess  herself  of  her  terri- 
tories \  forgetful  of  the  gratitude  due  for  her  as- 
sistance in  our  time  of  utmost  need — lost  to  all 
sympathy  for  a  people  engaged  in  a  struggle  as 
honorable  as  our  own  Revolution,  we  have  wrest- 
ed from  her  our  adjoining  provinces  and  added 
them  to  our  already  too  extensive  dominions. 
Mr.  Cbairman.I  will  not  sit  silent  and  hear  obser- 
tations  made  and  doctrines  advanced  calculated  to 
insult  the  independence,  and  endanger  the  liberty 
of  the  State  wnich  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 
1  caanot  listen  unmoved  to  sentiments  which  go 
to  replace  under  Spanish  vassalage  those  by  whose 
suffrages  I  hold  my  seat  in  this  House.  I  have 
another,  not  a  stronger,  but  a  more  general  mo- 
tive for  setting  the  gentleman  right.  It  is  a  wish 
to  rescne  the  Qo vernment — to  shield  my  country 
from  such  an  unmerited  as|)ersioB.  Let  me  not 
be  misunderstood;  in  speakin^^  of  the  Oovern- 
Bieot,  I  do  not  mean  the  filxeeutive.  The  common 
orror  of  the  minority  renders  this  explanation  ne- 
eesaary ;  they  forget  that  they  are  not  in  Eosriand; 
tliey  forget  that  this  is  not  the  British  Parlia- 
flient;  that  oor  Government  does  not  happily  re* 
samble  that  "  most  stupendous  fabric  or  human 
iflvention."  There,  the  Executive  is  the  Gov- 
ernment—here, the  Congress  is  principally  the 
Qovernment;  the  high  and  elevated  attributes  of 
CbvernmeBt  belong  to  this  body  ;  our  Constitu- 
tion, the  pride  of  America,  the  reproach  of  the 
liNMrld,  makes  the  Legislature  the  **  miahty  para- 
Bsount ;"  its  pre-eminence  is  establisbed,  and  vain 
Will  be  the  open  or  secret  attempu  of  the  ad  vocates 
Ibr  Executive  supremacy  to  supplant  it.  So  far 
from  the  Executive  being  the  Government,  I  con- 
sMer  it,  as  well  as  the  Judiciary,  as  infinitely  in- 
ferior. Have  they  power  over  the  Legislature  ? 
Are  we  answerable  to  the  President  or  judges? 
Do  thev  not  rather  act  under  a  dread  responsibil- 
ity to  tne  Representatives  of  the  people?  And  so 
ft  aught  to  be,  and  so  it  must  be  in  all  Republics. 
The  law-making  principle  is  essential,  indispen- 
aabie.  The  other  departments  are  inferior,  sob- 
jtct  to  its  control ;  in  short,  ministerial. 

But  to  return.  The  United  States  acquired 
Louisiana  by  treaty.  Spain  had  previously  trans- 
ferred that  country  by  the  Treaty  of  San  Ilde- 
iboso;  she  retroceded  it  to  France,  '*  with  the 
'aane  extent  it  then  had  in  the  hands  of  Spain, 

<  and  that  it  had  when  France  possessed  it,  and 
^auch  as  it  should  be  after  the  treaties  subsequent- 

<  1y  entered  into  between  Spain  and  other  States.'' 
This  is  the  only  manner  in  which  the  boundaries 
of  the  country  are  designated.  Let  us  for  a  mo- 
ment inqntre  what  they  are.  The  Government 
of  Louisiana  is  declared,  by  the  grant  of  Louis 
XIV.  to  Crozat  in  the  year  1712,  to  comprise  ^*  all 
'the  lands  bounded  by  New  Mexico,  and  by  the 
Uaads  of  the  English  of  Carolina;  all  the  estab- 
'HahmentSy  ports,  havens,  rivers,  and  principallv 
'  the  port  and  haven  of  the  Isle  Dauphin,  dbc.,  with 
'  dl  the  rivers  which  fall  directly  or  indirectly  into 
'  tke  Mtsstasippi."  At  this  period  the  French  had 


made  no  settlement  on  the  island  of  Orleans ;  the 
city  of  New  Orleans  was  founded  in  1717;  they 
had  established  themselves,  since  the  year  1686, 
at  Isle  Dauphin,  at  the  mouth  of  the  My  of  Mo- 
bile, and  at  different  places  on  the  main,  from  the 
Perdido  to  the  bay  or  the  St.  Louis;  the  Rio  Per- 
dido  divided  Louisiana  from  Florida.  In  1763 
this  fpart  of  Louisiana,  east  of  the  Mississippi, 
was  ceded  by  France  to  Great  Britain,  who  by 
the  same  treaty  acquired  Florida  from  Spain* 
By  the  treaty  of  1783,  England  ceded  all  that  part 
of  the  former  colony  of  Louisiana,  east  of  Ithe 
Mississippi,  and  the  old  Spanish  colony  of  Flo^ 
rida,  under  the  name  of  East  and  West  Florida, 
to  Spain  :  and,  as  has  already  been  stated,  by  the 
Treaty  of  San  Ildefonso  in  1800,  Spain  retroceded 
to  France  her  ancient  colony  of  Loutsiaaa,  who, 
in  1803,  transferred  it  to  the  United  States. 

Louisiana  was  retroceded  to  France  **  with  the 
same  extent  that  it  then  had  in  the  hands  of 
Spain,"  and  Spain  then  possessed  the  whole  of 
the  country  which  formerl^r  constituted  Louisi- 
auBi  east  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  Perdido,  and 
south  of  the  31st  degree  of  north  latitude,  the 
boundary  of  the  United  States,  as  established  by 
thf  treaty  of  1783. 

Louisiana  was  retroceded,  "  with  the  same  ex- 
tent it  had  when  France  possessed  it."  and  France 
possessed  it  bounded  to  the  east  by  the  Perdido^ 
and  never  for  a  day  held  it  with  any  other  bound- 
ary. The  other  expressions  are,  ''such  as  should 
be  after  the  treaties  subsequentiv  entered  into  be- 
tween Spain  and  other  States."  Now  let  it  be 
remembered  that  Spain  never  made  any  treaty 
concerning  Louisiana  west  of  the  Mississipfi, 
that  she  made  no  treaty  affecting  its  eastern  Itoi- 
its ;  the  only  treaties  which  she  subsequeoiljr  en- 
tered into,  are  those  of  1783  with  Great  BritaiOy 
and  of  1795  with  the  United  States.  By  the  first 
she  acquired  the  Floridas,  and  by  the  last  recog-^ 
nised  the  southern  boundary  of  the  United  States, 
as  establisbed  by  the  treaty  of  peace  betweea 
them  and  Great  Britain. 

The  title,  then,  of  the  United  States  to  Louisi- 
ana, bounded  east  by  the  Perdido^  is  clear.  Ba% 
Spain  thought  fit  to  hold  possession  till  the  peo« 
pie  of  Florida*  Americans  by  birth  and  sentimenty 
imitating  the  example  of  their  forefathers  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, rose  on  their  oppressors,  and  drove 
them  from  the  land.  If  excuse  were  ever  necea^ 
sary  for  breaking  asunder  the  chains  of  slavery, 
they  were  more  excusable  than  their  progenitors; 
for  England  had  a  right  of  sovereignty,  whilat 
the  possession  of  Spain  was  an  impudent  nsur- 
patioo. 

The  gentleman  says,  that  he  adverted  to  a  law 
authorizing  the  President,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, to  take  possession  of  East  Florida.  It  b 
sufficient  to  reply,  that  the  circumstances,  if  they 
occurred,  would  have  fully  justified  the  act^  ana 
that  the  United  States  have  not  possessed  them- 
selves of  any  part  of  £Ust  Florida;  and  what  has 
been  the  consequence  of  our  forbearance  ?  What 
effect  has  been  produced  on  Spain  by  our  mag- 
nanimity ?  1  will  tell  the  gentleman.  She  held 
possession  of  a  part  of  the  United  States,  from 
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tlM  f  «r  1783  to  '99.  sobjeoting  AmericM  ek»««s 
to  ker  tyrannjr,  mud  producing  toeztricable  con- 
liiiioa  In  the  disposUioo  of  lands  to  which  she  had 
M  title.  From  the  year  1803  to  1810  she  retain- 
ed poatession  of  West  Florida,  which  belonged  to 
^  Tlnited  States,  subjecting  the  people  to  greater 
9wih  and  more  intolerable  miscbiels  than  those 
whieh  dittiogoished  her  goTernment  of  ourcoun- 
trf,  from  the  31st  degree  of  north  latitude  to  the 
Buwth  of  the  Yazoo.  Need  I  speak  of  her  efforts 
to  deslToy  the  Union,  by  her  attempt  to  bribe  and 
eorropt  tlie people  of  the  West;  ot  the  insolence 
of  her  Ministers;  of  her  depredations  on  our  com- 
merce ;  oi  her  robberiea  oi  millions  of  American 
moperty  in  her  ports  and  on  the  high  seas  ?  Shall 
I  emH  yoor  attention  to  her  more  recent  and  more 
^M^4ma  conduct  in  setting  the  Indians  on  our 
fi-ootier  inhabitaots?  Look  to  the  masbacre  of 
Wort  Mims.  I  knew  the  officer  well:  he  was  a 
Imre  and  honest  man ;  he  died  at  his  post,  as  did 
bia  gallaiu  little  band,  in  vain  efforts  to  protect 
knadreds  of  women  and  children  from  the  flames 
of  the  ioeeodiary  savagei  or  the  worse  horrors  of 
hia  acalpiag^  knife!  And  are  we  to  be  reproached 
wiik  injostiee  to  this  nation?  Where  is  the  eat* 
alogoe  of  our  offences  1  But  how  does  it  happen 
thai  Spain  was  noTer  an  object  of  Federal  admi- 
raiioa  till  she  became  the  ally  of  Britain  ?  What 
waa  the  kn^uage  of  gentlesien  a  few  years  ago, 
when  the  right  of  deposite  was  refused,  and  the 
port  of  New  Orleans  closed  against  us  by  an  un- 
asthoficed  act  of  the  Inteadant?  Propositions 
were  laadeiD  the  SenatCi  and  sapported  bj  Fed- 
eraltaSs  tkrotighont  the  nation,  tor  levying  an 
army  and  seizing  on  Louisiana.  At  a  later  pe- 
riod, diaan^i'^'^*^  ^^  dismay  prevailed  in 
tbelr  radka,  wbeo  hoaliliues  apparently  so  proba- 
ble were  prevented  on  the  Sabine.  Spain  was 
tbea  the  ally  of  France,  and  at  war  with  Britain; 
the  United  States  were  then,  according  to  the 
'aainted  pilgrims,^'  niggards  of  blood  and  treas- 
ve.  Louisiana^  too,  was  invaluable;  it  would 
be  a  cheap  acquisition  at  any  price;  it  was  worth 
a  war  even  with  Spain,  and  all  its  consequences 
of  20fi00  lives  and  100,000,000  of  dollars.  Why, 
then,  this  whining  about  blood  and  treasure? 
When  Louisiana  was  in  possession  of  its  rightful 
owner  it  was  to  be  taken  by  force,  it  was  of  ines- 
tkaable  value,  but  no  sooner  had  the  Adminis- 
tratioD,  adheriiig  to  the  pacific  maxims  of  virtue 
and  lepoblicanism,  obtained  the  country  by  trea- 
ty, than,  with  a  temerity  unprecedented,  toe  mi- 
nority eoatiadicted  all  that  they  had  before  af- 
firmed. This  paradise,  this  '^  blissful  £den.  bloom- 
ing wjlii  ambrosial  fruit  of  vegeuble  gold,"  be- 
came at  once  *  a  dark  Serbonian  bog,"  aod  the  ma- 
lestie  Misaissjppi,  the  mother  of  waters,  ^*  abhorred 
like  Btyz,  the  flood  of  deadly  hate."  Fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars  was  more  than  it  was  worth,  and 
BOapprobaiion  was  felt  for  that^rrangement  which 
Imd  saved  the  effusion  of  blt>od,  and,  among  other 
adrantages,  secured  to  our  merchants  3,700.000 
doiiars^  lor  spoliations  committed  on  our  commerce 
by  llie  French.  I  would  ask  the  honorable  gen- 
tkman  before  me.  (Mr.  Piokbrimo,)  if  these  were 
the  spoliations  wnich  he^natructad  our  commis- 


sioners at  Paris  not  to  insist  on  reparation  for,  as 
an  indispensable  condition  of  a  treaty  then  at- 
tempted to  be  formed  ?  As  to  other  objections, 
and,  among  them,  the  destruction  of  the  political 
importance  of  the  Eastern  States  by  the  admis- 
sion of  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  it  may  be  suffi- 
cient to  observe^  that  the  Eastern  States  had  be^ 
fore  that  event  lost  their  relative  importance.  In 
the  year  1800  they  were  entitled  to  thirty-five 
Representatives,  while  the  Middle  States  were 
entitled  to  fifty,  the  Southern  to  forty-six,  and  the 
Western  to  ten.  It  is  idle,  then,  to  say  that  this 
section  of  tbe  Union  had  cause  to  apprehend  a 
^tate  of  things  which  had  already  occurred.  The 
charge,  that  the  Govern  men  t  has  taken  ad  van-* 
tage  or  the  situation  of  Spain  to  possess  itself  of 
her  territories,  is  entirely  unfounded ;  and  all  its 
measures  connected  with  the  acquisition  of  Lou* 
isiana,  exhibit  an  attention  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States,  and  an  observance  of  the  princi* 
pies  of  fair  dealing,  which  reflect  equal  credit  on 
its  sagacity  and  honor.  But  if  the  honorablewen- 
tleman  was  desirous  of  arousing  feelings  of  in- 
dignation against  national  rapacity,  bow  could 
he  overlociL  the  flagrant  conduct  of  all  the  Powers 
of  Europe,  and  direct  his  efforts  against  his  own 
country  alone;  his  own  country,  the  only  one  on 
earth  against  which  such  charges  could  not  with 
propriety  be  made?  I  do  thank  my  Qod,  that  the 
United  States  have  never  violated  that  justice^ 
that  moral  sense,  which  are  the  strength  and 
power  of  a  people;  have  never  listened  to  the  sv- 
ren  seductions  of  pride,  have  never  followed  the 
odious  examples  of  civilized  Europe.  Shall  I 
call  your  attention  to  Poland— to  the  sacrilegioua 
partition  of  that  country  1  Russia,  Austria,  and 
Prussia,  with  one  fell  swoop,  blotted  her  forever 
from  the  map,  annihilated  her  sovereignty,  and 
deprived  her  of  .the  ^stimulus  of  a  name!" 
Whilst  Catharine  was  extending  the  blessings  of 
her  Qoveroment  to  the  highly-favored  Poles,  hau 
a  million  of  her  subject  Calmucks,  insensible  of 
the  advantages  of  her  mild  control,  hazarding, 
according  to  the  gentleman  from  Vir^nia,  (Mr» 
Sheffbt,)  the  appellation  of  Godwinians.  were, 
with  their  wives  and  their  children,  and  their 
household  gods,  flying  from  the  banks  of  the  Vol- 
ga to  the  foot  of  tne  mountains  of  Thibet,  escap- 
ing from  enlightened  and  Christian  Europe,  aiid 
throwing  themselves  for  protection  on  the  Pagan 
mercies  of  an  Asiatic  monarch.  The  great  Fred- 
erick was  not  behind  his  royal  associates  in  proud 
superiority  to  the  feelings  and  rights  of  humanity. 
Twelve  thousand  families  were  forcibly  convert- 
ed to  Godwinism,  torn  from  their  native  coun« 
try.  driven  forth  from  the  fertile  and  delightful 
plains  of  Qreat  Poland,  and  established  on  sterile 
rocks  and  barren  lands,  for  the  purpose  of  peopling 
his  hereditary  dominions.  To  cap  the  climax  of 
their  atrocity,  this  triumvirate  of  anointed  despots 
compelled  tbe  unhappy  victims  of  their  wrath  to 
uke  oaths  of  allegianc^,  to  repair  to  the  temple  of 
the  Most  Hif^h  to  offer  up  prayers  for  the  prosper- 
ity and  happiness  of  their  oppressors^  and  thanks- 
givings for  the  blessings  which  had  been  bestow- 
ed on  their  country! 
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Since  thit  eventful  period  Europe  has  been 
plunged  in  wars  and  anarchy.  Why  should  we 
De  surprised  at  anything  that  afterwards  occur- 
red ?  That  moral  sense  so  necessary  to  the  tran- 
quillity and  peace  of  the  world,  was  now  trodden 
under  foot.  What  could  be  expected,  but  fur- 
ther schemes  of  aggrandizement !  Accordingly, 
the  French  Revolution  gave  rise  to  the  partition 
treaties  of  Mantua  and  Pilnilz.  France  was  to 
experience  the  tender  mercies  which  had  been 
shown  to  Poland.  Rousing  to  a  sense  of  her  dan- 
ger, she  drove  back  the  tide  of  invasion,  and,  in 
her  turn,  overrun  Spain,  Italy,  and  Holland,  car- 
rying defeat  and  dismav  to  theextreroest  regions 
of  the  North,  became  the  arbitress  of  nations,  and 
the  terror  of  the  world.  But  ^  there  is  a  point  of 
exaltation  from  which  things  recede  in  a  contra- 
ry progression  :*'  her  conquests  have  been  wrested 
from  her  with  a  rapidity  more  wonderful  than 
that  with  which  they  were  made.  Her  false  glory 
has  vanished,  as  if  by  the  effects  of  sorcery ;  and 
hapl^ily  for  herself  and  the  world,  she  is  unce 
again  confined  within  more  reasonable  limits. 

During  this  period,  how  stands  the  account 
with  the  "fast-anchored  isle"— ^ the  bulwark  of 
our  religion'' — "  the  world's  last  hope?"  What  are 
her  claims  to  these  high  attributes  ?  Let  the  cold- 
blooded robbery  of  the  whole  fleet  of  Denmark— 
the  acquisition  of  seventy-two  millions  of  subjects 
in  Asia^-of  possessions  in  America,  Europe,  and 
Africa — tell.  While  the  Continental  Powers 
have  been  engaged  in  wars— wars  fomented  by 
her— she  has  possessed  herself  of  the  Spice  Islands, 
the  Cape  of  Gk>od  Hope,  the  Dutch  colonies  on 
the  Esequibo.  and  Demarara  in  America,  the 
West  India  islands,  Malta,  the  Grecian  Archipel- 
ago. She  holds  Spain,  Portugal,  Qibralur,  in 
Europe ;  the  Canadas,  in  North  America :  all  the 
ships  and  colonies  of  all  her  enemies  and  all  her 
friends.  Her  dominion  has  extended  over  the 
whole  world,  while  she  protests,  and  her  admir- 
ers in  America  repeat,  that  she  is  actuated  by  no 
views  of  ambition — that  she  has  been  waging 
war  merely  in  her  own  defence.  With  this  im- 
pudent plea,  which  idiots  have  believed,  she  has 
Decome  powerful,  indeed.  And,  if  the  proportion 
of  gxdU  in  Europe  be  as  great  as  in  the  United 
States ;  if  it  there  be  deemed  necessary  for  her 
existence,  that  she  should  humble  this  country; 
if  she  be  permitted  to  subsidize  Hessians  and 
Brunswtckers  and  Hanoverians — those  interest- 
ing beings  who  for  years  past  have  so  strongly 
excited  our  sympathy — effect  what  she  attempted 
during  our  rebellion,  a  negotiation  for  the  ser* 
yiees  of  fifty  or  one  hundred  thousand  Cossacks, 
to  aid  in  chastening  our  insolence  for  declaring 
this  unjust  and  unnatural  war — we  may  have 
occasion  for  more  men  and  more  money,  and 
more  exertion,  than  at  present  we  seem  to  anti- 
cipate. 

A  singular  fact  is  connected  with  the  effort  of 
the  British  to  hire  cut-thjroats  in  Russia.  Her 
success  was  prevented  hj  the  French  Minister. 
It  would  appear,  from  this,  that  Spain  is  not  the 
only  nation  entitled  to  our  gratitude.  But,  to  the 
fact,  which  it  was  my  intention  to  mention :  The 


Czarina  had  determined  on  giving  His  BritrnD- 
nic  Majesty  effectual  assistance  against  his  rebel- 
lious subjects  in  America.  Prince  Potemkin,  who 
wished  an  alliance  with  England,  had  the  sole 
management  of  the  affair.  Count  Panin,  the  par- 
tisan of  France,  then  our  friend  and  ally,  formed 
means  to  retard  the  signing  of  the  instrument 
already  drawn  up,  and  produced  another  project 
in  its  place—that  of  the  armed  neutralitv.  Re* 
volving  time  has  brought  around  a  similar  state 
of  things ;  the  principles  of  the  armed  neutrality 
again  interpose  for  our  safety.  The  Continental 
Powers,  relieved  from  their  fears  of  France,  will 
look  to  the  establishment  of  principles  so  necet* 
sary  to  their  prosperity,  and  thus  coming  into 
collision  with  England,  find  her  employment 
nearer  home ;  or,  leaving  her  in  the  quiet  and  un- 
interrupted enjoyment  of  her  commercial  monop- 
oly, she  will  have  an  opportunity  of  prowling 
over  the  Continent,  picking  up  the  well-fleshed 
bloodhounds  of  a  fifteen  or  twenty  Jt^ti?  war, 
and  disgorging  them  with  her  own  British  and 
Negro  and  Indian  savages  on  our  country !  Iq 
speaking  thus  of  her  power,  I  wish  not  to  be  mis- 
understood. I  wish  to  put  the  nation  on  its  guard 
against  those  who  would  insinuate  that  the  mag- 
nanimity, the  humanity,  the  religion,  of  our  en- 
emy, is  a  guarantee  against  unusual  mischief. 
We  have  nothine  to  fear,  but  being  lulled  into  a 
false  security.  Let  us  consider  Britain  as  she  is 
—blood-thirsty  and  perfidious — then  there  is  no 
"terror  in  her  threats."  For  one,  I  will  never 
worship  at  the  altar  of  this  modern  Dagon ;  I  will 
never  propitiate  by  prayer  or  submission  this 
"Sea  beast 
^  Leviathan — which  God,  of  all  his  works, 
**  Created  hugsit  that  swam  the  ocean  stream.'' 

I  come  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  a  subject  whichy 
at  length,  is  admitted  to  be  of  sufficient  import 
tance  to  be  considered.  I  cannot  help  thinking^ 
that  I  have  some  cause  of  complaint.  You  may- 
remember,  scarce  three  weeks  are  past,  since  I 
submitted  a  resolution  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  expatriation. 
Very  much  to  my  surprise,  it  was  then,  both  by 
my  political  friends  and  foes,  deemed  too  insif* 
nificant  or  too  mischievous  to  be  entertained  with 
common  attention.  Gkntlemen  from  either  side 
of  the  House  rushed  forward  with  eagerness  to 
lay  the  phantom  which  their  own  imaginations 
had  created.  According  to  some,  it  interfered 
with  contemplated  negotiations ;  others  thoug^ht 
it  in  its  nature  too  abstract ;  others  saw  in  it  a  vio- 
lation of  the  municipal  laws  of  foreign  countriea  ; 
and  there  were  not  a  few  who  deduced  from 
it  encouragement  to  desertion,  and  all  kinds  of 
abomination.  That  proposition  most  indeed  hmve 
been  an  anomaly  in  politics,  which  united  in  op- 
position to  it  the  Federalism  of  Massachusetts  and 
the  Democracy  of  Tennessee — the  comdaonly 
correct  understanding  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Oaklet, Jand  the  metaphysical  mind 
of  my  friend  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Cali- 
HOUN.])  Yet,  so  it  was.  It  was  convenient  to 
arrest  its  progress ;  and  this  was  done  by  gentle- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ua 


HSSTORY  OF  OOlVOBaSS. 


lett 


VkaimsT,  1814. 


Tfa 


AU 


H.  orft. 


I  who  mmose  the  Hoose  with  haran^esaboat 
neral  trtMOD,  and  with  abstract  disqaisitionaon 
what  eonstitates  the  difference  between  legiti- 
mate and  faetioQs  opposition.  It  was  laid  upon 
the  table,  and  there  it  has  been  suffered  to  lie. 
BQt,a8  the  seene  is  changed ;  as  it  is  now  ma^- 
nyM  into  a  eoosequenee  as  ^r  transcending  its 
Teal  dimenaioas  as  it  was  formerly  diminished 
beiow  tlieiD ;  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
he£»re  me,  (Mr.  Grobvenor,)  connecting  in  one 
mmm  expatriation,  emigration,  allegiance,  and 
ittaliatioB,  has  been  pleased  to  say  it  is  more 
momentiNis  than  any  question  which  gave  rise  to 
ike  war,  or  to  diseusHon  in  this  House,  infinite]  v 
more  iaieresting  than  impressment  itself— i  shall, 
vith  the  good  leave  of  gentlemen,  on  another 
oreastoo,  present  it  again  to  their  consideration. 
Bot,  dragged  as  it  is  now  before  the  Committee, 
althei^b  nothing  can  result  from  the  ezamina* 
ttoa,  I  will  not  pass  without  notice  some  of  the 
doetrioes  which  have  been  advocated  by  gentle- 
■en  in  Opposition. 

Before  proceeding  further,  I  can  but  express  my 
aatooidime&t  that  emigration  should  be  the  theme 
af  reprobation  in  any  country  on  earth,  and,  above 
all,  in  the  United  States  of  America.  Are  we 
BOH  a  eommoaity  of  emigrants  7  Are  we  not  re- 
clj  or  immediately,  all  of  us,  emigrants  7  One 
~  1  really  suppose  that,  like  the  Welch,  we  had 
oar  genealogical  trees,  and  that  we  could,  with- 
oot  difficulty,  point  to  our  antediluvian  American 
Mcettora,  What  can  be  more  ludicrous  than  to 
ind  indiTidaals  denouncing  the  principle  of  emi- 
gratton,  from  whose  tongues  a  foreign  dialect  has 
not  yet  worn  away — men  who,  if  Holland  should 
lehmt  her  flag,  and  practise  on  the  principles  of 
the  British,  would  run  a  risk,  if  they  dare  trust 
themselves  at  sea,  of  being  impressed  at  Dutch- 
BWfi,  just  as  Americans  are  mbtakea  for  Eng- 
tisbmen ! 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
SnBFKT.)  one  or  the  minority,  expressing  his 
Tery  higlk  respect  for  the  majority,  invites  them 
to  go  over  to  that  side  of  the  House  to  which  he 
at  prcaent  belongs.  If- 1  were  disposed,  on  a  sub- 
ject of  this  kind,  to  pay  attention  to  any  person 
whatever,  certainly  the  advice  of  that  gentleman 
wonld  be  entitled  to  much  consideration.  He 
Itts  tried  both  sides,  and  ought,  of  course,  to  be 
the  heal  judge  of  their  respective  merits.  But, 
snaweiiag  for  myself,  and,  I  believe,  for  my  po- 
Ucleal  friends,  if  we  were  dispoaed  to  go,  we 
^ould  not  know  how;  but,  as  the  gentleman  has 
irareJIed  the  road,  and  knows  the  way,  as  he  is 
ted  of  our  company,  let  him  come  back. 

The  grendeman  from  New  York,  before  me, 
(lftr.GRO0VSiiOR,)  arraigns  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  (Mr.  McLean)  for  pursuing  the 
finmse  and  borrowing  the  principles  of  a  late 
punphlet  on  the  subject  of  expatriation.  Sup- 
pose this  to  foe  true,  afthough  on  that,  or  any  oth- 
«r  sahjeet.  the  gentleman  is  well  enabled  to  think 
for  himaelf,  the  essay  alluded  to  reflecu  much 
credit  on  iu  author.  It  evinces  deep  research 
«id  great  ingenuity,  and  is  written  with  peculiar 
i  and  eotrectnan*    It  is  now  on  the  table 


of  the  gentleman,  and.  whilst  he  has  affected  to 
speak  of  it  lightly,  it  cannot  but  be  observed  that 
he  has  drawn  from  it  as  copiously  as  he  repre- 
sents the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  have  done. 

The  right  of  expatriation,  or  emigration,  be- 
longs to  man.  It  is  derived  from  the  God  of  na- 
ture. He  holds  it  not  of  Government.  That  it 
is  a  natural  right  is  asserted  b^  almost  every 
writer  of  eminence.  Need  I  mention  VaXid^Bur' 
lamaqui^  Wtequefort,  and  Bynkenhoek?  Suteh 
was  the  opinion  of  Greece  and  Rome.  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  does  not  deny  it,  and, 
after  a  laborious  research,  no  doubt,  discovers 
what  he  might  have  learned  from  the  little  vol- 
ume before  htm  that  Rutherforth  stood  alone  as 
the  advocate  of  a  contrary  doctrine. 

Bot  it  is  attempted  to  be  established  that,  al- 
though the  right  of  emigration  is  clear,  yet,  that 
we  owe  a  sort  ol  allegiance  to  the  country  of  our 
birth,  from  our  birth,  which  Is  inalienable,  of 
which  we  are  not  enabled  to  divest  ourselves. 
A  principle  more  absurd,  more  incompatible  with 
acknowledged  rights,  both  of  individuals  and  of 
independent  soverei^psties,  was  never  attempted 
to  be  proved.  It  is  incompatible  with  the  rights 
of  individuals,  because  it  renders  their  right  of 
emigration  incomplete  or  nugatory ;  but  the  right 
of  emigration  has  been  admitted.  It  is  incom- 
patible with  the  rights  of  independent  sovereigii- 
ties,  becftuse  the  right  to  naturalize  foreigners  is 
not  denied,  and  this  right,  with  the  duties  of  alle- 
giance to  another  sovereign,  is  thus,  also,  rendered 
incomplete  and  nugatory.  To  owe  allegiance  to 
a  Government  under  which  we  neither  do,  not 
intend  to  reside,  is  as  absurd  as  not  to  owe  allegi- 
ance to  a  €k>vernment  under  which  we  do,  and 
Intend  to  reside  forever.  The  absurdity  of  the 
one  proposition  will  not  be  denied,  and  theie  is  no 
discoverable  difference,  in  the  eye  of  reason,  be- 
tween them. 

But  it  isfcontended  that  expatriation  is  a  ques- 
tion of  municipal  regulation.  From  the  very 
nature  and  meaning  of  the  principle  this  is  im- 
possible ;  this  follows  what  has  been  said  already. 
Ic  may  be  prohibited  by  force;  physical  foree 
may  prevent  it.  You  may  be  laden  with  chains ; 
all  egress  may  be  prevented ;  but  your  countrjr  la 
then  a  prison.  A  law  to  prohibit  emigration 
would  be  a  folly^  if  it  were  not  a  crime.  Like  a 
law  against  suicide,  when  you  incur  its  penalties 
you  are  out  of  its  reach. 

Biackstone  differs  in  opinion  with  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York.  He  was  very  well  aware 
that  to  rest  the  perpetuity  of  allegiance  on  mere 
municipal  regulation,  was  to  do  nothing— the 
opposing  municipal  regulation  of  naturalization 
would  l^  entitled  to  equal  weight ;  and  that,  as  in 
the  event  of  coUision,  the  law  of  nations  could 
alone  decide,  it  was  necessary  to  prop  the  princi- 
pie  with  some  other  authority  than  British  com- 
mon or  statute  law.  Accordingly,  with  a  hardi- 
hood unequalled,  in  the  teeth  of  every  authoritjr, 
in  defiance  of  the  recorded  opinions  of  jurists,  in 
the  face  of  reason  and  of  truth  the  asserts  that  it 
is  a  principle  of  universal  law  that  '*  the  subject 
of  one  sovereign  cannot,  by  any  act  of  his  own ; 
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no,  »ol  by  swtariag  aUagisDee  to  aDotb«r,  put  (jff 
•r  discharge  his  natural  allagiaoee  to  the  other." 
Yet  in  EUigland,  their  statute  of  a  naturaliza- 
tion declares  that  ^*  if  any  foreign  seaman  shall 
^  serve  on  board  of  anf  British  ressel  for  the 
'  space  of  two  years,  he  shall,  to  all  intents  and 
'  purposes,  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  natural 
'  born  subject  of  Hit  Majesty's  Kingdom  of  Great 
<  Brltann,  and  have  and  enjoy  all  the  privileges, 
'  4bo^  which  such  foreign  seaman  should  or  ought 
'  to  hare  had  and  enjoyed  in  case  he  had  been  a 
'  Ducural  born  subject  of  His  Majesty,  and  actu- 
'  ally  a  native  within  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 
*  ain."  Now,  if  the  natural  iKirn  subjects  of  Brit* 
ain  owe  allegiance  to  any  other  country,  then  do 
the  naturalized  subjects  owe  the  same;  but,  if 
this  cannot  be  affirmed  of  the  one,  then  no  more 
it  can  be  said  of  the  other,  for  they  are,  to  all  in* 
tents  and  purposes,  in  regard  to  privileges,  pow* 
crs,  rights,  and  capacities,  to  be  considered  alike.  • 

Again,  according  to  the  common  Jaw,  an  alien 
eannot  hold  lands  in  England,  because,  says 
Blackstone,  this  might  interfere  with  hie  natural 
allegiance ;  but,  if  the  alien  be  naturalized,  ke 
naay  hold  lands,  and  then  his  native  allegiance  is 
necessarily  destroyed.  According  to  the  laws  of 
Bngland,  naturalization,  by  enabling  the  party  to 
hold  lands,  destroys  natural  allegiance,  and  this 
is  all  that  is  now  contended  for. 

A  great  many  aignments  have  been  used,  and 
oases  quoted,  to  show  that  in  Bngland  the  dutv 
of  perpetual  and  inalienable  allegiance  is  asserted. 
We  have  been  referred  to  her  blood-stained  code 
to  show  that  emigrants  had  been  taken  in  arms, 
tried,  executed,  and  mangled  whileyet  alive,  as 
traitora  to  their  king  and  country.  That  her  his- 
tory furnishes  abundant  evidencO  of  injustice, 
eruelty,  and  atrocity,  required  no  great  effort  to 
show ;  but,  until  it  is  established  that  we,  as  well 
as  other  nations,  are  bound  to  obey  her  munieipai 
laws,  nothing  is  done  in  regard  to  the  present 
question. 

Having  established  that  expatriation,  or  emi- 
^eaiion,  with  an  intent  to  permanently  reside 
elsewhere,  is  a  natural  right,  and  that  naturali- 
zing foreigners  is  practised  in  Bngland.  it  is  proper 
to  add.  that  emigration  is  prohiNted  by  no  civil- 
ized Grovernment,  that  naturalization  is  practised 
by  all,  and  that  perpetual  allegiance  is  n  foolish 
notion,  growing  out  of  feudal  times,  supported 
by  insolence  and  power,  at  war  with  the  plainest 
rights  of  maiK  and  in  violation  of  the  undeniable 
prerogative  of  every  Gh>  vera  men  t  on  earth. 

Upon  this  subject,  what  say  American  author- 
ities? The  State  of  Virginia,  which,  in  regard 
to  a  correct  understanding  of  moral  and  political 
truth,  yields  to  no  country  in  Eorofi^,  has  recog* 
nised  by  law  the  right  of  expatriation.  The 
gentleman  from  Norm  Carolina  (Mr.  Gaston) 
ooatends  that,  as  Virginia  had  authorized  expat- 
riation, this  was  a  clear  proof  that,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  that  State,  the  right  might  be  given  or 
withheld  at  pleasure.  The  gentleman  either 
never  read,  or  entirely  misunderstood  the  statute. 
It  does  not  give,  it  recognises  the  right.  It  pro* 
vides  that,  "  whensoever  any  eiiizen  should,  by 


^  deed,  or  open  verbal  declaration,  made  in  notnt, 
'  declare  that  he  relinquished  the  ehnraeter  of  « 
'  citizen,  and  shall  depart  out  of  the  eommo»- 

*  wealth,  such  person  shall,  from  the  time  of  hta 

*  departure,  be  considered  as  having  ezercisedl 
'  his  right  of  expatriation,  and  shall  thence  in 

*  deemed  no  citizen."  In  perfect  coincideaen 
with  the  right  of  expatriation  are  the  opinioosof 
Judges  Tucker  and  Roane,  of  that  SKnte,  and 
Judge  Iredell,  formerly  of  the  United  States 
bench.  One  of  our  complaints,  whiist  colonina^ 
was.  that  Britain  discouraged  ieraigmtion.  I« 
conformity  to  these  ideas,  the  Constitution  hns 
ffiven  to  Congress authoritv  "to establish  an  utti»- 
form  rvle  of  naUtralization.''  During  the  Admiav- 
iscration  of  General  Washington,  a  law  on  this 
subject  was  enacted.  It  called  on  the  alien  who 
wished  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United  Stntns 
to  "renounce  and  abjure  all  allegiance  Is  nnjr 
^  foreign  prince,  potentate.  State,  or  soverd^tf, 

*  whatever,  and  particularly,  by  name,  the  pnooe^ 
*■  potentate,  State,  or  sovereignty  of  which  he  wns 

*  before  a  citizen  or  subject." 

If  the  efiect  of  naturalization  was  before  dsnbt^ 
fuL  it  ceased  to  be  so  now ;  whether  it  annilil* 
lated  natural  allegiance,  was  no  longer  left  to  itD- 
pUcation.  If  a  naturalized  foreifper  in  Bnnlaw^ 
notwithstanding  he  was,  to  all  intenU  and  pnr* 
poees,  to  be  lield  and  taken  as  a  native-horn  citi- 
zeo^  notwithstanding  he  was  enabled  to  hold  ian4 
which  an  alien  could  not  do,  because  It  destroyed 
his  natural  allegiance,  still  owed  allegiance  to  tkm 
eomnutf  of  his  birth ;  if  all  this  nonsense  wnm 
true,  to  put  an  end  forever  to  such  doctrine.  w« 
have  required  that  a  positive  nbjuimtion  of  aU 
previous  allegiance  should  be  made.  And  whtbt 
a  citizen  thus  constituted,  thus  foshioned  by  our*- 
selves,  stamped  with  the  holy  attributes  of  eqiialf> 
ity,  in  all  things,  in  regard  to  the  other  membevs 
of  our  free  community,  calls  upon  us  for  that  pro* 
taction  which  we  have  authorized  him  to  exoect, 
have  we  a  ri^ht,  have  we  n  discretion  ;  shall  mm 
be  so  vile,  so  infamous,  as  to  hesitate  ?  We  sbonM 
heconse  the  seorn  of  nations ;  we  should  lonthv 
ourselves;  remorse  would  poison  our  dajrs.  fin 
this  the  asylum  of  oppressed  hnmanity  ?  Is  ic 
thus  we  fulfil  oar  promises  to  sufl^ing  man^ 
What,  lure  from  his  native  country,  his  home,  m, 
fellow^heing  who  could  have  dragged  ont  a  mis* 
arable,  though  tolerable  existence^  to  abandon  binn 
to  punishment  for  an  act  which  we  have  ensonr^ 
aged,  for  trastiag  to  our  faith,  for  confidiagiia 
our  trtith? 

Thus,  then,  the  question  of  retaliation  arisssu 
Shall  we  retaliate  on  the  enemy  cruelties  which 
he  may  inflict  on  individuals  who,  though  born 
in  Britain,  have  left  that  country,  ioeorpovated 
themselves  into  our  societies,  and  have  been  tnkctt 
prisoners  fighting  our  battles  1  But  I  cannot  anb^ 
scribe  to  the  opinion,  that  we  owe  protection  in 
those  only  who  have  been  natnmlized.  I  diffi^ 
with  the  honorable  gentkasnn  from  Virs[inin^ 
who  supposed  that  the  Government  felt  itself 
bound  no  further.  That  is  not  the  view  of  tlie 
President,  hecovefs  much  wider  ground ;  bat  it  is 
the  trae  ground*   He  dose  not  speak  of  tmmmk^ 
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AtH  tkemselTCs  into  oor  socfietf.''  It  is  wore« 
Itefl  useless  that  we  sboald  t«ke  any  distioetlaii. 
ne  British  priRctpte  of  perpetual  alleflriaoce  ap* 
plies  as  well  to  the  one  as  the  other.  If  oar  ene- 
my adiMre  to  the  dicta  of  Blaokstone,  instead  of 
the  Toiee  of  reason  and  the  practice  of  nations, 
thea  will  all  those  indi^oals  who  were  bora  in 
Boglaad  Ml  under  the  denomination  of  traitors. 
IVo  smtter  how  formally  we  have  made  them 
dtiseiis;  no  matter  how  many  years  they  may 
hsTB  T«aided  among  us;  no  matter  what  their 
iufteeevMrats  todefend  the  country  where  all  their 
kaippiucss  is  centered ;  no  matter  if  driven  from 
l^mr  Datfte  fields  by  the  hard  hand  of  poverty  9 
eoaiplyiiig  with  laws  which  they  have  sworn  to 
svppoft;  foifiiliog  duties  which  Qod  has  en- 
jotoed,  they  hftfo  oommitted  the  Ibul  crime  of 
tfcasoo ;  the  horrible  punishment  denounced  by 
Bhtkfa  law  awaits  them.  What  if  he  has  been 
eompelled  by  us  to  take  up  arms  ?  What  if  he 
iif  bed  ctrtieed  to  do  so  by  allurements  heid  out 
m  bis  cu^ndtty  or  to  bis  patrtotfism,  are  we  ftot 
boQttd  to  protect  hila  ?  Let  us  Inquire,  their,  into 
the  ^practice  of  the  worhl. 

It  wit!  be  found  that  the  claim  now  set  up  by 
ftigbiBd  is  Qtmtpported  by  precedent,  and  is  at 
warwkh  her  own  example.  Prince  Eugene  was, 
by  birth,  m  Frenchman ;  disappointed  in  hrs  just 
oranliidous  riews,  he  left  France  and  joined 
tbe  Alistriaa  army,  then  employed  against  the 
YMes.  He  received  an  order  to  return ;  but,  so 
lar  frott  eomf^ying,  war  breaking  out  between 
the  two  oouutries,  he  ranged  himself  on  the  side 
of  the  enemies  of  France — his  career  is  well 
kaawn  he  defeated  and  humbled  the  proudest 
Power  that  Borope  had  then  seen.  His  natural 
goiwign,  Lewis  XIV,  did  not  consider  him  as 
anaicor;  the  surroonding  nations  did  not  eon- 
adcr  hhn  as  a  traitor.  England  hailed  him  as 
Ihe  grcateat captain,  the  brightest  ornament  of  his 
age.  It  is  to  British  htstonaos  and  British  poets 
that  we  are  indebted  (or  theopinioa  which  we  have 
of  him— opinions  as  honorable  to  his  moral  as  to 
Us  military  elinraetar.  At  the  siege  of  Turin,  Bu- 
gene,  a  Frenchman,  comfaanded  the  Ausirkm 
inaf ;  tbe  French  array  was  oomtnaaded  by 
Ckmat  Mania,  an  Austrian.  In  the  war  of  ikt 
Bneeesstoo,  as  it  was  called,  the  Frenah  armies 
asasa  aominanded  by  the  Duke  of  Berwick,  a 
Bffitoo,a  King's  son  $  the  British  armies  ware 
lad  on  by  a  Frenchman,  of  the  title  of  Oaiway.^ 
laataiieeaof  the  same  kind  are  innnmevable.  But 
will  «xpre8s  aathoritv,  drawn  from  England,  be 
eaaaidered  as  of  weight  in  a  oontroversjr  with 
ibti  Qoramamtl  I  admit,  under  other  eirtum* 
it  would  deserve  Imc  little  respect,  for 
itoMthes  ozamples  of  every  absurdity 
I  amy  atrocity,  which  wanton  power  has  per- 
Bot  it  is  fair  to  set  up  her  former  prae- 
tiee  against  her  present  pretenstoas.  In  the  year 
17M,  certain  corps  of  Freachmen  were  enlisted 
in  Hh  Majesty's  armies,  for  the  purpose  of  inva- 
diag  Frances  Mr.  Sheridan  asked,  in  debate, 
whether,  if  ther  were  taken  prisoners  and  treated 
as  ttaitora,  the  SogUsh  Cbv^raincnt  would  re* 


taUate.  Mr.  Burke  replied,  "  yes."  This  gave 
rise  to  muck  opposition  and  animadversion  on 
the  part  of  the  minority.  In  answer,  Mr.  Burke 
said : 

««  Prom  the  severity  of  comment  to  which  the  poor 
monosyllable,  <yes,'  has  been  lubject,  the  world  most 
havs  b«en  led  to  think  that  I  have  taken  np  my  mor- 
als at  random,  merely  on  sentiment,  and  that  I  was 
wholly  nnprepwred  to  deiend  them  on  principle.  As  a 
e^eneral  prinoiple,  founded  en  policy  and  law  of  na* 
tioqs,  I  am  resdy  to  repeat  and  maintain,  that  retalia^ 
tion  of  any  severity  which  an  enemy  may  practise,  is 
right  and  proper.  The  kx  taUunis  is  a  partof  the 
law  of  nations,  as  founded  on  that  of  nature.  These 
corps  must  be  considered  purely  as  a  part  of  that  army 
under  whose  banners  thev  amrye.  God  forbid  that  the 
authors  of  murder  should  not  find  it  recoil  on  their 
own  heads.  Such  is  my  opinion  relative  to  the  jus- 
tice and  policy  of  retaliation.  I  would  suffix  no  one 
act  of  severity  to  pass  unretaliated.  But  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  is  fearful  that  we  may  inflame 
the  Jacobins  by  this  severity  on  our  part.  Inflame 
a  Jacobin !  You  might  as  well  talk  of  <  setting  fire  to 
hell."  Mr.  Burke  goes  on  to  remark,  that  '<  the  prac- 
tice is  more  lenient  than  the  mildest  doctrines  of  the* 
orists.  To  the  honor  of  practical  humanity,  only  fovr 
instances  of  wanton  and  unnecessary  murder  occurred 
thssughout  the  whole  course  of  the  American  war^-a 
forbearance  whieh  refleets^Kqual  oredit  on  both  parties. 
In  1688,  the  Irish  brigades  wese  taken  hito  the  service 
of  France,  and  letoined  their  own  tiniform.  Yety  Eng- 
land, though  often .  sousageMs^  opposed  by  these 
troops,  has  not,  in  any  instanoe,  treated  them  as  rebel% 
when  the  fortune  of  war  cast  them  into  their  power. 
In  the  rebellion  of  1746,  a  whole  regiment  of  them 
was  taken,  but  no  severity  was  psaotised. 

**  France,  under  Louis  XIV,  conducted  herself  in 
the  same  way.  Many  of  her  reghnents,  after  the  cruel 
and  impolitic  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes,  were 
taken  into  the  pay  of  Prussia,  Holland,  and  Britain ; 
yet,  she  never  sacrificed  these  troops  when  they  be- 
came prisoners.  The  battle  of  Fontenoy  was  gained 
principally  from  the  exertions  of  the  Irish  brigades, 
and  though  they  fought  in  open  rebellion,  these  ex- 
tiemitiss  were  net  thought  of.  Lord  Ligonier,  an  ei^ 
cer  of  great  note  in  the  BngUsh  service,  was  a  French- 
man by  birth;  when  taken  prtsoner,  fighting  ag^st 
Pranee,  wae  exehaoaad  in  the  usual  oourse,  for  an 
officer  of  the  same  sank.  Sknilar  instances  msor  be 
collected  fiom  the  conduct  of  GeisMuy*  SwedeBy  and 
every  other  Power  of  Borope." 

During  the  same  debate  Lord  Mulgravo,  then 
high  in  office,  enjoying  the  confidence  of  Minis- 
ters, and  it  may  be  presumed  speaking  with  their 
approbation,  also  declared  that  the  system  of  re* 
taliation  was  to  be  adopted. 

The  English,  it  seems,  then,  were  at  liberty  to 
enlist  and  embody  whole  eorp^  of  Frenchmen, 
recently  arrived,  to  be  enaployed  expressly  for 
the  invasion  of  their  native  country,  whilst  we 
violate  every  principle  of  the  laws  of  nations,  by 
taking  into  our  service  an  inconsiderable  number 
of  Englishmen,  members  of  ourown  socieiy,  to 
be  used  as  occasion  might  require,  in  our  war 
with  that  Government.  The  difetenee  betwaen 
the  two  oases  aannot  but  occur  to  the  moot  eur- 
aory  observer.  Yet,  **tbe  Frenah  eorpswereto 
ha  ooaai4«red  pvrety  a  part  af  fho  ariay  nndar 
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whose  banners  tbejr  served  f  bat  British  emi- 
graou,  serving  under  the  banners  of  the  Ameri- 
can army,  are  to  be  considered  as  traitors. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  trespa.ssed  longer  on 

Jour  patience,  and  that  of  the  Committee,  than 
had  intended.  I  hope,  however,  the  importance 
of  the  subjeou  under  consideration  will  be  my 
apology,  I  will  observe,  sir,  that  I  have  endeav- 
ored,1  think,  wiih  some  success,  to  establish  the 
following  positions:  That  the  loan,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  ^irar  in  which  we  are  engaged,  is 
necessary,  and  can  be  obtained  \  that  the  preten- 
sions of  the  Federalists,  to  the  exclusive  patron- 
age of  the  Navy,  are  unfounded ;  that,  with  re- 
spect to  Louisiana  and  Florida,  the  conduct  of 
the  United  States  has  been  scrupulously  honor- 
able; that  the  rieht  of  exnatriation  is  supported 
by  principle,  and  established  by  practice;  that 
naturalization  is  its  necessary  effect,  and  by  a  sort 
of  reaction  sanctioj)s  the  principle ;  that  inalien- 
able allegiance  is  absurd,  and  incompatible  with 
expatriation  and  naturalization,  so  clearly  estab- 
lished by  universal  usage  add  law ;  and  that  the 
question  of  retaliation,  to  which  the  late  proceed- 
ings of  the  British  Government  have  given  rise, 
is  incontestably  settled  in  our  favor,  by  the  au- 
thority of  her  greatest  statesmen,  by  her  own 
practice,  and  by  that  of  tile  civilized  world. 

When  Mr.  Robbbtson  had  concluded,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned,  after 
aa  intimation  from  Mr.  Chbvbb  (the  Speaker) 
that  he  proposed  next  to  take  the  floor. 

Thubbdat,  February  24. 

Mr.  Hempstead  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  request- 
ing that  a  law  may  be  passed  authorizing  the  said 
Legislature  to  fix  the  seat  of  government  of  said 
Territory. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  Abchbb,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Henry 
Savage;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  m  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Tatlob,  from  the  committee  for  revising 
the  militia  system,  made  a  report  on  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  the  Indiana  Territory, 
referred  on  the  29ih  December  last ;  which  was 
read  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Tuesday  next. 

The  amendmenu  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  ^  to 
provide  for  the  return,  to  their  own  districts,  of 
vessels  detained  by  the  embargo,  in  districU  other 
than  those  where  they  are  respectively  owned  or 
belong,"  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Bppeb  submitted,  for  consideration,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

**Re$ohtd,  That  an  additional  stending  committee 
be  esUblished,  to  be  called  <  A  Committee  for  Pablie 
Expenditures.' 

^  It  shall  be  the  dntj  of  the  said  Committee  for  Pub- 
He  Expenditures  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  sev- 
eral  pabtic  Departments,  and  particolarij  into  the  lawe 
aaaklng  appmpriatioBa  of  OMneya,  and  to  report  whe- 


ther the  moneys  have  been  disbnised  eonformablj  with 
such  laws ;  and  also  to  report,  from  time  to  tune,  suck 
provisions  and  arrangements  as  may  be  neoessary  to 
add  to  the  economy  of  the  Departments,  and  the  ao- 
countability  of  their  officers." 

The  resolution  was  read)  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stuabt,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  explaining  or  amending  the  act 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled 
**An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailera  of 
wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merohan* 
disc,"  and  in  relation  to  the  liability  of  practising 
physicians  to  the  tax  imposed  by  the  said  act,  and 
that>they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  other* 
wise. 

REVENUE  CUTTERS. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  Massachusetts,  ofiered  a  resolu- 
tion to  the  following  effect: 

Re9oMi,  That  the  Naval  Committee  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  placing  on  the  pen- 
sion list  of  the  United  States  all  officers,  seamen,  dbcip 
that  may  be  wounded  in  the  performance  of  duty  on 
board  the  revenue  cutters  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  LowMDEB,  of  South  Carolina, ms  one  of  tht 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  objected  to  the  xef- 
erence  of  this  subject  to  that  committee,  as  well 
because  the  committee  had,  in  a  bill  th^f  had 
recently  reported,  expressed  the  opinion  to  what 
extent  the  principle  of  pensions  should  he  extend*- 
ed,  as  because  he  saw  a  material  distinction  be- 
tween the  cases  of  persons  serving  on  board  na- 
tional vessels  of  war  and  revenne  cutters,  ariatng 
from  the  difference  of  ordinary  compensation,  m 
discipline,  dauger  iu  the  service,  ^c. 

Alter  some  observations,  not  distinctly  heard| 
from  Mr.  Wood,  by  way  of  reply,  Mr.  W.  so  mod* 
ified  his  motion  as  to  refer  the  proposed  inquiry 
to  a  select  committee;  and,  thus  amended,  the 
resolution  passed,  neni.  dmen. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  affain  went  into  Committee  of  tke 
Whole,  on  the  Loan  bill. 

Mr.  Chbvbb, of  South  Carolina,  (the  Speakar,) 
took  the  floor,  according  to  the  intention  hte  an- 
nounced yesterday,  and  spoke  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman.  I  shall  follow  the  ezaaaple 
which  other  gentlemen  have  established — I  slMttt 
not  conline  myself  to  the  question  which  ia  Im- 
mediately presented  by  the  bill,  but  look  brieflf 
into  the  prominent  subjects  which  the  disouaaiott 
has  presented.  1  shall  say  very  little  of  the  loan, 
or  the  general  finanee  of  the  Goverttoaent.  On 
the  subject  of  our  finances  1  hare  for  the  last  two 
years  occupied  much  of  the  attention  of  the  Ho«ec^ 
and  am  very  well  disposed  to  leave  the  subjaet 
to  the  better  abilities  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom 
the  Hoct'-e  has  particularly  coofided  the  manage- 
ment of  that  part  of  its  business.  It  is,  indeed, 
true,  that  the  system  of  finance  on  which  the 
Qovernment  is  acting,  is  different  from  that  which 
1  deemed  proper,  and  which  I  made  some  endea- 
vara  to  aecompliah;  which  I  aoppoeed  It  wooU 
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haT«  Wen  expedieot  to  bate  adopted  io  a  state 
of  war,  to  |Mit  beyond  peril  the  public  credit,  aod 
to  eopply  wiib  abaadaoee  the  wajrs  and  means  to 
pioaeeate  the  war  with  rigor  and  effect.  But  I 
have  no  disposition  on  this  or  any  other  occasion 
to  speak  my  pri rate  griefs;  and  I  will  only  add, 
ibat  I  wish  the  measure  all  possible  success ;  that 
I  know  tbe  resources  of  the  country  are  great ; 
Cbat  I  believe  the  ultimate  security  ef  the  creditor 
Co  be  anquestionable,  and  that  the  enormous  in- 
terest given  by  Gofemment  f for  such  I  consider 
tbe  terns  of  the  last  loans  to  be)  ought  to  attract 
every  ecat  of  the  disengaged  capital  in  tbe  eoun- 
try  becjose  in  do  other  way  can  the  holder  in- 
vest his  money  which  will  give  him  so  little 
tioaUe.  so  great  seeority,  and  so  much  profit. 

Isball  not  either  examine  the  causes  in  which 
tbe  war  originated ;  because  on  this  subject,  when 
Jasi  I  had  tbe  honor  of  addressing  ihe  House 
■poB  It,  IB  the  close  of  the  I2ib  Congress,  I  spoke 
at  great  length,  and,  as  I  beliere,  I  could  add 
very  lictle  to  what  I  then  said,  and  cannot  con- 
seat  to  repeat  what  I  have  said  before :  1  shall 
barely  advert  to  the  causes  of  the  war^  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  that  cause  on  which  prin- 
cipally its  eoDtinuance  is,  in  my  opinion,  justifia- 
ble aad  necessary. 

Oa  the  declaration  and  continuance  of  the  war, 
1  have  the  pleasure  to  concur  heartily  with  my 
iiieods  and  it  gives  me  no  small  pleasure  to  do 
so;  for  although  I  have  sometimes  had  the  pain 
ta  believe  that  they  were  not  disposed  to  allow 
BM  eqoally  to  rejoice  with  them  in  the  honors 
aad  trionphs  of  tbe  war,  i  do  not  therefore  in- 
iulge  a  diminbhed  willingness  to  bear  a  foil 
share  of  the  responsibility  which  attaches  to 
these  who  declared  and  who  have  continued  it  to 
Ihe  present  day.  If  for  this  cause  they  fall,  I 
wish  no  exemption  from  a  common  fate.  It  is 
true,  as  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York 
(lir.  OaoavBROR)  some  time  ago  remarked,  on 
another  subject,  i  have  been  decidedly  opposed  to 
the  Government  and  the  majority  in  their  com- 
mercial policy.  I  have  been  opposed  to  what  is 
asaaUy  ealled  tbe  restrictive  svstem;  but  1  think 
the  gentlemaa  did  not  correctly  characterize  my 
eoMuet  when  he  said  that  I  trampled  on  these 
laws.  [Mr.  G.  said  be  did  not  mean  (o  charge 
the  geatleman  from  South  Carolina  with  treating 
wllh  any  disrespect  the  laws  of  bis  country— but 
10  say,  that  be  bad  been  actively  and  zealouslv 
of^poeed  10  their  policy.]  I  know  perfectly  well, 
mid  Mr.  C,  the  honorable  gentleman  bad  no 
wish  to  misrepresent  my  conduct;  I  have  had 
frcquooc  maaifestations  of  his  good  dispositioas 
towards  ne,  which  forbid  me  to  suppose  be  io- 
teadcd  to  plaiee  my  conduct  in  a  point  of  view  the 
kast  eeosorable  or  equivocal.  But  it  may  be 
oaccssaiy,  and  I  take  the  occasion,  to  explain  my 
eoadact  to  tbe  world.  I  shall  always  venerate 
the  laws  of  my  country,  were  it  merely  because 
tkej  are  the  laws  of  my  country,  however  zeal- 
oasJy  i  may  have  contested  their  policy  or  mav 
earsesily  deprecate  their  effects.  I  have  no  wish 
toeoaeeal  my  opposition  to  the  restrictive  system; 
aad  if  i  aoold  at  any  time  have  believed  that 


?[reater  activity  on  mv  part  would  have  been  use* 
ul.  it  should  have  been  cheerfully  yielded.  I 
particularly  rejoice,  sir,  at  the  resistance  I  made 
to  one  measure  connected  with  this  system,  which 
was  supported  by  a  majority  of  my  friends.  I 
mean  that  which  related  to  the  fair  and  unfortu- 
nate traders  who  were  supposed  to  to  have  in- 
curred tbe  penalties  of  this  system  by  the  impor- 
tation of  their  property  from  the  enemy's  country; 
and,  if  I  could  believe,  as  those  who  have  been 
disposed  to  revile  me  have  said,  that  my  conduct 
had  a  decided  influence  on  the  ultimate  issue  of 
that  measure,  I  should  think  my  fate  infinitely 
more  fortunate  than  the  general  lot  of  men  so 
humble  as  I  am.  I  should  know  that  I  had  lived 
for  a  great  and  important  purpose;  and  rejoicing 
in  the  justice  and  usefulness  of  it,  I  should  be 
careless  of  the  odium  which  might  have  attached 
to  the  act.  I  thank  God  I  have  never  found  any 
difficulty  in  deciding  between  a  just  aad  a  popu- 
lar course.  1  have  always  been  able  to  surrender 
the  high  blandishments  of  popularity  (though  on 
this  subject  I  affec*.  no  peculiar  insensibility) 
without  a  pang,  and  to  embrace  with  cheerful* 
ness  the  homely  comforts  of  conscience  and  of 
duty. 

The  principal  causes  in  which  I  believe  tbe  ^ 
war  originated,  were  the  operation  of  the  British 
Orders  in  Council  on  our  commerce,  and  tbe  im- 
pressment of  our  seamen.  These  were  distin- 
guishable from  tbe  other  causes  of  dispute  be- 
tween the  two  countries  bv  this  striking  circum- 
stance, that  they  were  always  present,  active, 
and  progressive.  If  our  causes  ot  complaint  bad 
been  confined  to  past  injuries  and  insults  ;  if  we 
had  only  to  suffer  the  loss  of  the  many  millions 
of  money  of  which  Great  Britain  bad  robbed  our 
citizens  by  her  depredations  on  our  lawful  cooi^ 
meroe,  we  might  and  probably  would  have  con- 
tinued to  remonstrate  and  negotiate,  and  still 
have  avoided  war,  to  which  our  Government  has 
an  aversion  so  strong  as  to  wear  the  semblance  of 
pusillanimity.  But  it  was  the  daily  continu- 
ance of  the  injuries,  the  incessant  infliction,  and 
tbe  absence  of  all  hope  that  these  injuries  were 
to  end,  that  drove  the  nation  necessarily  and  un- 
avoidably to  resistance ;  unable  to  carry  the  pro- 
ductions of  our  own  soil  on  the  highway  of  na^ 
lions — the  great  ocean — of  which,  like  tbe  ligl^t 
and  air,  it  was  intended  by  nature  none  should 
have  dominion,  to  ports  not  blockaded,  without 
exposing  them  to  inevitable  capture,  and  this 
often  in  the  mouths  of  our  own  harbors,  was  a 
situation  which  affected  vitally  not  merely  the 
interests  but  the  independence  of  the  nation.  To 
have  endured  it  would  have  sunk  us  to  a  rank  so 
degraded  among  nations,  as  could  not  have  failed 
to  draw  upon  us  the  everlasting  contempt  of  tbe 
world.  I  have,  however,  no  hesitation  in  ad- 
mitting, for  I  shall  speak  with  the  utmost  can- 
dor on  the  subject,  that^  had  I  known  of  the  rev- 
ocation of  the  Orders  in  Council  at  the  moment 
of  the  declaration  of  war,  I  would  not  have  voted 
for  it ;  I  speak  only  for  mjrself,  though  I  believe 
I  am  not  singular  in  this  view  of  the  subject.  I 
am  even  wilung  to  admit*  though  on  this  point  I 
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knorw  I  differ  from  some  of  my  frienils,  that  (he 
TeToeatioQ  of  which  we  Vere  afterwards  in* 
formed,  as  it  was  exphtined  by  the  Ministry  to 
Parliameot,  would  have  been  to  me  satisfactory. 
Bot  wbateter  the  effect  of  this  rerocation  might 
have  been  in  preventing  war,  had  a  knowledge 
of  it  in  this  country  preceded  war,  yet  the  suV 
ject  presents  a  rer^r  different  aspect  after  war  has 
been  declared.  It  is  impossible  not  to  see  and  to 
feel  Hiat,  were  we  to  make  peace  without  any 
security  against  that  abuse  of  our  ri^ts  which 
formed  the  other  great  cause  of  war,  it  would  be 
•n  ohrioos  and  unequivocal  submission  to  the 
claim  of  right  which  the  enemy  sets  up,  and  to 
the  injurious  and  abusive  exercise  of  this  claim 
which  we  have  so  long  suffered.  This  idea  is 
strongly  presented  by  the  reflections  with  which 
I  commenced  in  speaking  of  the  nature  of  the 
principal  causes  of  the  war :  namely,  that  it  is 
not  an  injury,  no  matter  how  great  in  extent, 
which  has  ceased  to  be  active,  and  which  has 
therefore  lost  in  a  great  degree  its  off'ensive  char- 
acter, but  one  which  is  daily  and  hourly  repeated, 
intermitted  only  by  the  existenoe  of  actual  war, 
trader  circumstances  too  intolerable  to  be  borne 
by  a  nation  not  dead  to  all  the  feelings  of  honor 
and  of  shame.  Exemplify  the  result  of  a  peace 
without  any  arrangement  on  this  subject;  if  it 
would  not  leave  the  Gbvemment  the  ordinary 
mean3  of  reitionstrance,  it  wo\ild  leave  nothing 
but  a  disgraceful  submission  to  the  Insulting  in- 
jury. Now  I  aver  that  the  ordinary  means  of 
remonstrance  would  not  be  left  to  the  Qovem- 
meot.  These  means  enable  it  to  state  not  only 
the  iojjustice  of  the  cause  of  complaint,  but  that, 
if  persisted  in,  it  will  lead  to  national  resistance— 
to  war.  But  were  we  to  conclude  a  peace  with 
Ghreat  Britain  without  any  arrangement  on  this 
subject,  should  we  be  able  to  say  to  her  after- 
wards, desist  or  war  will  be  (he  consequence? 
No,  she  will  reply ;  it  is  not  cause  for  war,  for 
you  have  yourselves  when  h  continued  a  sub- 
sisting injury,  when  our  pretensions  were  una- 
bated, and  our  practice  unrestrained,  except  by 
the  existence  of  war,  actually^  abandoned  a  war 
in  which  you  were  engaged  with  us  for  this  very 
injury.  It  would,  therefore,  be  absurd  to  sup- 
pose that  you  would  make  war  for  a  cause  which 
did  not  forbid  you  to  make  peace.  On  this  prin- 
einle  I  justify  the  conduct  of  the  Government  in 
rejecting  the  armistice  proposed  by  Admiral  War- 
ren. That  proposition  denjed  even  a  temporary 
suspension  of  the  abuse,  and  therefore  left  us  no 
hope  of  a  permanent  security  against  it,  the  ex- 
pectation of  which  alone  could  have  recom- 
mended either  an  armistice  or  negotiation.  On 
this  subject  let  me  say,  that  it  is  not  contended 
by  this  Gbvernment  that  Great  Britain  shall  re- 
nounce the  claim  of  right,  as  the  only  condition 
on  which  it  will  put  an  end  to  the  war.  When 
I  say  this.  I  deem  it  tiecessary  to  declare,  that 
although  I  speak  with  great  confidence,  I  do  not 
found  my  opinion  on  any  knowledge  of  the 
counsels  of  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Of  these  1  have  no  knowledge,  but  1  speak 
from  ii8  pabtic  acts,  from  the  ^ublte  deokimtiom 


of  those  who  have  fta  confidenoe,  and  fnm  tkd 
evidence  of  eijreomstancet  which  surround  us. 
From  all  these  I  have  no  difficulty  in  saying, 
that  all  this  Government  demands  is  a  reasona- 
ble ami  practicable  security  against  the  abuse  of 
the  practice ;  and  I  venture  to  say,  that  were  the 
minority  in  power  to-morrow,  they  would  not 
conclude  a  peace  on  terms  less  favorable ;  they 
will  not,  as  the  minority  of  this  bodv^  declare 
that  peace  oo^ht  to  be  made  without  this  soettr- 
ity.  The]f  will  not  venture  to  meet  the  people 
or  the  United  States  with  such  a  dechratioai  If 
they  do,  the  majority  need  not  fear  the  conscr- 
quences. 

I  pass  from  the  causes  to  the  conduct  <^f  the 
war.  The  past  conduct  of  the  war ;  tiris,  I  tMak) 
cannot  be  defended,  and  as  I  have  doc  been  an 
indiscriminate  supporter  of  the  measures  asd 
policy  of  the  Government,  so  I  will  not  be  ea 
indiscriminate  apologist  of  the  conduct  of  the 
war.  Bot  althouffh  it  cannot  he  entirely  de- 
fended it  may  admit  of  soine  excuse.  When  it 
is  recollected  that  this  nation  was  roased  b|r 
the  declaration  of  war  from  the  slumber  of  fkirtfr 
years  of  tranquillity  and  peace ;  that  it  was  wl«h« 
out  officers  of  experience ;  without  military  aei« 
ence  or  military  establishments;  when  we  ree- 
ollect  the  comfortable  mediocrity  of  fbrftfne 
which  our  oitiseus  enjoy,  whteh  gives  them 
homes  and  famiUee  from  whieh  they  rehtctaotif 
part;  when  we  recollect  the  high  spirit  of  lib* 
erty  which  Is  breathed  by  every  man  in  our  free 
and  happy  couatrvj  where  the  pooiresc  man  sete 
in  the  most  exalted  only  his  politioal  eqeal^ 
which,  however  great  the  political  boast,  is  yet 
a  circumstance  the  most  incongruous  with  the 
spirit  of  subordination,  and  the  habits  of  disei* 
pline  and  obedience,  which  are  necessary  to  forta 
soldiers;  when  with  such  means  and  of  seek 
materials  our  army  was  to  be  formed,  we  ought 
to  have  been  prepared  for  maay  of  the  disastere 
and  disappointmeois  we  have  suffered.  But  just 
in  proportion  as  we  should  have  expected  d^aa- 
trous  results  we  confidently  relied  upon  seceeae, 
and  the  public  mind  was  consequently  prepared 
to  magnify  our  misfortunes,  and  lo  Aoek  at  tiie 
future  with  despondency.  From  this  cause  we 
have  been  able  to  see  but  one  side  of  the  picture. 
Coaid  we  penetrato  the  councils  of  the  enemy, 
and  enter  into  hk  sensibilities,  we  might  tUscorer 
that  otur  misfortiraes  have  been  magnified,  and 
our  sueoesses  diminished,  by  the  optics  whida 
have  heretofore  presented  them  to  our  view.  Let 
us  compare  oar  own  situation  with  that  of  tim 
eeemy  ;  let  us  enter  into  his  sensibUittes  aiui  jdts* 
appointments  and  compare  them  with  our  ewe. 
There  are  but  two  signal  iastanees  of  discomfit- 
nre  of  which  we  complain.  The  first  in  theaer^ 
render  of  Detroit,  and  the  second  in  thefailoie 
of  the  expedition  against  Montreal.  These  eee 
our  principal  misfortunes.  On  the  other  had,  we ' 
can  boast  the  destmetion  of  Proctor's  army,  and 
the  successful  attack  and  capture  of  York.  Let 
us  take  the  enemy's  view  or  these  events^  Net* 
tber  of  the  officers  of  the  enemy  who  cowimanded 
on  these  ooeasioDs  has  been  ainoe  emptoyed. 
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Proctor  hmm  aoffiited  ttie  BOferett  ccanire,  in  the 
£eneral  orders  of  the  ComrotDder-ia-chief,  that 
TaiigBage  eaa  express,  luid  Sbeaffe,  it  is  uoder- 
81000,  has  beeo  seat  to  Eogknd,  perhaps  for  trial 
ibr  his  miscondact.  The  enemy,  then,  supposes 
oar  soccesses  «n  these  oc^sioos,  however  we 
laay  regard  then,  as  heary  misfortunes  to  his 
ams.  The  ?iciory  of  Harrison  was  such  as 
would  have  secured  to  a  Roman  GkneraJ,  in  the 
belt  days  of  the  Republic,  the  honors  of  a  tri- 
umph. He  put  an  end  to  the  war  in  Upper  |Can- 
ada.  The  attack  on  York  was  highly  spirited, 
and  ibe  success  was  brilliant  and  complete ;  and 
thia^  too^  under  the  disadvantage  of  having  lost 
the  eooinandiaff  officer,  the  callaat  Pike,  at  the 
moment  when  tne  harvest  of  victory  was  to  be 
reaped.  The  war  on  the  laud  has  not,  then, 
been  so  disastroiia  or  so  dishonorable  as  we  have 
soBiefimes  supposed. 

Bol  on  what  principle,  in  estimating  the  char- 
acter and  effects  of  this  war,  are  gentlemen  au- 
thorized to  separate  the  operations  on  land  from 
thooe  on  the  ocean  and  the  lakes.  I  claim  not 
eielaaivelj  for  my  own  political  friends  the  hon- 
ors of  oar  naval  triumphs.  I  was  among  the 
first  to  aecuse  them  of  their  neglect  of  this  ser- 
vice, and  to  urge  them  to  cherish  and  support  the 
Nairai  EstablishmenU  But  I  cannot  either  allow 
to  ihe  aentlemen  in  the  Opposition  the  claim 
which  tLey  affect  of  being  the  exclusive  friends 
of  the  NaTj.  They  have  discarded  the  man  (the 
late  President  Adams)  who  was  its  greatest  pa- 
tron, and  rejected  from  the  times  which  they 
love  to  call  their  own,  the  period  in  which  it  re- 
ceived its  greatest  and  its  happiest  impetus.  But 
Itt  iu  patrons  and  its  friends  be  whom  they  may, 
I  have  a  right  to  claim  its  merits  for  the  coun- 
try; and  when  we  connect  our  naval  deeds  with 
tlie  other  events  of  the  war,  who  will  venture  to 
«y  this  has  been  an  Inglorious  war  ?  An  inglo- 
rious war  I  Insult  not  the  gallant  men  who  have 
iboght  and  hied  in  your  battles,  and  yet  live  with 
high  claims  to  your  applause.  Tread  not  so 
rudely  on  the  ashes  of  the  heroic  dead.  Gould 
the  aoul  of  Lawrence  sneak  from  the  cerements 
whieh  confine  his  mouldering  body,  in  what  ap- 
paUiBg  kaoguage  would  he  rebuke  the  man  who 
should  asiicfi  that  the  contest  in  which  he  so 
Bobiy  conquered  and  so  nobly  died,  was  an  inglo- 
rious war  I  Will  you  tell  thiit  worthv  man,'*'  who 
fflls  witki  \o  much  fidelity  and  usefulness  a  sta- 
tion iA  y<mr  service  on  this  floor,  that  this  is  an 
ingtoioQs  war  ?  Ha  has  beheld  one  soof  triumph 
over  hiB  country's  foe,  and  live  to  hear  and  to 
rcoeire  liie  applause  and  gratitude  of  his  coun- 
try* &  iiaa  aeea  another}  fall  in  the  arms  of  vic- 
tory^keroiealiy  aiding  in  an  achievement,  which 
if  ii  he  not  unparallelled  h  certainly  not  exceeded 
in  the  annals  of  history.  Happy  father!  yet  1 
WQV^  call  him  a  miserable  and  hopeless  man  were 
thio  aa  inglorious  war.    But  I  mtist  call  him  a 
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most  happy  lather,  for  God  and  nature  have  iai- 
planted  in  our  bosoms  a  principle  which  elevates 
us  above  the  love  of  life  and  friends,  and  makes  us 
think  their  loss  a  blessing  when  they  are  yielded 
up  in  the  cause  of  a  beloved  country,  on  the  altar 
and  in  the  spirit  of  patriotism.  It  is  this  princi- 
ple which  makes  that  excellent  father  reflect  not 
merely  with  composure  but  with  pleasure  on  the 
child  of  his  love  giving  up  his  Hfe  in  battle;  his 
blood  mingling  with  the  wave  aod  his  body  en- 
tombed in  the  bosom  of  Erie.  Yes,  he  would 
rather  feel  the  consciousness  that  his  gallant  boy 
fought  with  Perry  and  died  in  the  glorious  battle 
of  the  lOih  of  September  than  now  embrace  him 
in  his  arms,  again  animated  with  the  strongs  pulte 
of  lif€-*again  pouring  into  the  parental  Iwsom 
his  filial  duty  and  lighting  up  a  father's  pride 
and  joy ! 

We  are  naturally  led  to  speak  next  of  the  fu- 
ture conduct  of  the  war.  It  is  said  that  the  ne- 
gotiations which  are  pending  should  make  us 
relax  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  and  confine 
our  operations  to  the  single  object  of  our  own  de- 
fence. It  would  be  sufiicient  to  oppose  this  advice 
by  the  practice  of  every  country  and  every  age. 
by  one  of  the  best  known  maxims  of  national 
policy — that  your  preparations  should  be  greatest 
at  the  moment  that  you  most  anxiously  desire 
and  most  earnestly  seek  peace ;  and  by  one  of  the 
most  frequent  results  of  national  experience,  that 
exactly  in  proportion  to  your  ability  to  do  your 
enemy  injury  do  you  negotiate  to  advantage. 
Let  us  suppose  the  negotiation  to  fail,  and  in  the 
meantime  we  neglect  the  establishment  of  an  effi- 
cient army,  what  disgrace  and  what  calamity 
might  not  be  the  result!"  We  are  told  that  our 
paat  misfortunes  should  admonish  us  of  our  in- 
abUity  to  wage  the  war  upon  the  land,  and  we 
are  particularly  advised  not  to  attempt  the  inva- 
sion and  conquest  of  Canada.  Our  mtsforruaes, 
it  is  admitted,  should  lead  us  to  the  practice  of 
caution,  but  should  ikH  deter  us  from  the  exercise 
of  our  Acuities }  they  should  rather  animate  us, 
as  we  may  hope  to  remove  their  caused,  to  moi« 
vigorous  efforts.  I  should  consider  the  prevalence 
of  the  opinion  that  the  nation  was  unable  to  waire 
this  war  as  one  of  the  heaviest  calamities  it  could 
suffer-*as  the  very  greatest  calamity  it  could  be 
doomed  to  sufier.  But  I  am  sure  there  is  no 
foundation  for  the  opinion,  if  the  power  and  re- 
sources of  the  nation  be  properly  called  forth  and 
employed.  The  invasion  of  Canada  is  supposed 
by  gentlemen  in  the  Opposition  to  be  the  moat 
exceptionable  way  in  wbich  the  war  ean  be 
waged*  It  is  said  Ckeat  Britain  will  not  surren- 
der Canada,  and  that  it  is  therefore  useless  to  take 
it,  as  the  war  will  be  rendered  interminable  should 
we  attempt  to  retain  it.  But  as  it  is  seen  that  the 
retention  of  Canada  is  not  a  necessary  eettse- 
quence  of  its  conquest,  or  the  only  wav  of  mak- 
ing it  useful  in  that  attainment  of  the  end  of  war — 
a  removal  of  the  principal  causes  of  war— it  is 
found  necessary  to  give  another  basis  to  the  ar- 
gument, and  it  is  said  that  Canada  is  of  so  little 
consequence  to  Qreat  Britain,  that  she  will  sacri- 
fice it  rather  than  give  up  any  imporuat  oofli- 
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mereial  right  or  privittge.  I  shall  not  stop  to 
Bociee  what  appears  to  be  an  ineonsbteiiojr  in 
these  arguoieDts ;  bat  sa3r  it  is  denied  that  this 
€k>?ernfaent  claims  of  tfaie  enemy  the  surrender 
of  any  important  right  or  prifilegt.  It  claims 
not  even  a  surrender  of  the  pretended  right  of 
searching  our  ships  for  her  seamen.  We  only 
ask  an  arrangement  which  rhall  prereat  an  abuse 
of  the  practice,  as  the  eloquent  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  Forbytb)  has  demonstrated  from 
.  the  oorrespoodenoe  with  Admiral  Warren.  We 
demanded  only  a  security  against  the  abuse  of 
her  power  which  shall  exempt  our  own  seamen, 
oqr  own  citizens,  from  the  intolerable  outrage  of 
iaipressment,  and  this  I  say  Great  Britain  will 
gnmt  us  rather  than  surrender  Canada,  or  con- 
tinue the  war,  unless  we  suffer  it  to  languish. 

I  a^ree  with  gentlemen  who  say  that  Great 
Britain  will  not  surrender  Canada.  Its  value  for 
its  trade  and  supplies  is  not  the  lavorite  view  in 
which  that  possession  is  considered  by  the  British 
Aation.  It  is  connected  with  the  most  brilliant 
ara  of  her  history — that  of  the  wars  of  Chatham. 
They  would  part  with  tweotv  siu^r  islands  rather 
than  give  up  the  barren  rock  of  Cape  Diamond. 
They  consider  it  as  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
ofDMaents  of  the  British  Crown.  It  is  insepara- 
h\e  from  events  which  emblazon  the  pages  of 
their  bistory^-which  animate  the  eloquence  of 
their  orators — which  give  confidence  to  their 
sUiesmen,  aqd  inspire  with  valor  their  soldiers, 
•nd  with  patriotism  their  people.  The  peasant, 
who  has  not  learnt  his  alpbaber,  can  read  in  that 
possession  his  coaotry's  glory,  and  in  a  rapid  and 
intuitive  glance  see  the  pride  and  power  of 
France  and  Spain  ham  bled  by  the  British  armr. 
In  imagination  be  stands  upon  the  cliffs  of  due- 
bee^  and,  looking  down  from  the  fearful  height 
on  the  flood  beneath,  admires  the  daring  valor 
which  ventured  to  assail  its  lofty  battlements.  In 
imagination  he  treads  the  plains  of  Abraham,  and 
^Iks  (as  he  had  heard  his  fathers  talk)  of  Wolfe 
and  of  Montcalm,  and  how  they  beat  the  French, 
and  how  the  manly,  mighty  counsels  of  Chatham 
elevated  the  character  of  his  country,  and  spread 
her  glory  through  the  world.    Now,  sir,  ii  ap- 

Sean  to  me  that  this  state  of  things  presents  the 
appiest  means  of  carrying  en  the  war  with  a 
teasoaable  hope  of  attaining  its  just  object— an 
honorable  peace.  We  haf«  at  our  doors,  within 
the  reach  of  our  most  effectual  blows,  a  posses- 
aion  highly  vulnemble,  which  our  enevoj  greatly 
prtaes,  and  will  most  reluctantly  sufinr  to  be 
wrested  from  him.  Consider  these  circumstances, 
and  coaatct  them  with  the  many  other  induce- 
Beats  which  Great  Britain  has  to  make  peace 
witn  us,  and  it  would  seem,  if  we  are  true  to  our- 
aelves,  if  we  exhibit  an  honorable  spirit,  and  make 
a  manly  effort,  we  will  effect  an  honorable  peace 
at  no  distant  day. 

Sir,  Great  Britain  needs,  and  onght  to  desire, 
a  peace  with  this  country.  What  inducements 
has  she  to  continue  the  war  ?  All  we  demand 
ahe  can  grant  without  affecting  her  interests,  her 
honor,  or  her  pride.  We  only  want  a  security 
agaanac  the  abuse  of  her  powtr.    By  the  contin- 


uance of  the  war  sheeanaotadd  to  her  power,  or 
her  glory,  or  her  gains*    How  can  she  add  lo  her 
power  ?    No  one  imagines,  if  she  could  eooquer, 
that  she  could  retain  a  foot  on  our  territory. 
Her  glory  ?    On  this  point  she  has  eferything  to 
lose  and  nothing  to  gain.    Could  she  capture 
every  vessel  of  war  we  have,  when  the  snperter 
force  with  wh^  she  would  do  it  is  considered, 
it  could  add  nothing  to  her  national  renown.    It 
is  a  war  which  can  yield  her  no  laurels.    Nor  oan 
it  yield  her  any  pecuniary  advantage.    Thia  is 
to  be  sought  with  ns  in  the  paths  of  peace.  What 
on  the  other  hand  are  her  inducemenu  to  put  an 
end  to  the  war  ?  The  expense  of  the  war  is  alone 
sufficient.    U  is  a  war  on  her  part  wheae  effeets 
oaa  bear  no  proportion  to  iu  expense.    It  is  ia  its 
nature  vastly  expensive  and  burdensome  to  her. 
Recollect  the  vast  expeose  she  nieurred  in  our 
Revolutionary  struggle,  which  heaped  up  so  im- 
mensely her  imtional  debt,  and  we  will  be  able 
to  form  some  opinion  of  the  probable  mafiiittKle 
of  her  expenditures  in  this  war.    It  wnt  be  a 
moderate  estimate  to  say  that  it  eosts  her  double 
the  sum  we  expend,  aad  that  will  n^ke  this  w^w. 
in  which  she  cannot  boast  a  trophy  or  risk  a  hopej 
cost  her  fifteen  millions  of  pouiraa  steriiog  per  an- 
num. More^  probably,  than  the  war  she  Ms  lately 
carried  on,  with  so  much  glory,  in  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal.   More,  certainly,  than  she  expends  te  ani- 
mate and  sijttuin  all  the  allied  Powers  of  the 
Continent  in  the  great  contest  in  which  they  are 
engaged.    But  what  tenders  this  expense  more 
burdensome  and  embarrassing  is,  this  ik  a  war  in 
which  the  expenditure  is  made  abroad.    Were 
three  times  the  sum  expended  in  the  Kiaedom  it 
would  less  distress  the  nation.    It  would  then 
only  change  hands^it  now  passes  entirel|r  nway. 
At  the  same  time,  too,  that  she  makes  thir  great 
and  useless  expenditure,  she  is  obliged  to  support 
the  war  from  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  to  subei- 
dize  the  Northern  allies.    These  expeadilurec 
also  are  made  abroad,  and  all  these  together  must 
produce  inconceivable  embarrassments  in  their 
trade  and  finance*    I  have  no  allusion  whatever 
to  the  old  and  the  wild  notion  that  Great  Britain 
cannot  support  her  eredit,  and  that  she  tOMit  sank 
under  the  immense  burdens  of  her  debt  and  her 
expenditures.    I  acknowledge  the  vastness  of  her 
ability,  and  that  were  it  necessary  to  preserve 
great  and  importaatt  riehts  ahe  could  make  yet 

greater  expenditures.  Bat  theexertioh  Wonld  not 
t  natural ;  it  would  be  distressing ;  and  would 
not  prove  that  her  best  and  alost  urgent  polio  y  ia 
not  to  lessen  rather  than  inareaae  htreiTpendi- 
tures.  Liet  it  not  beauppoard,  tbatffram  theaoo- 
cesses  of  her  own  arms,  and  the  arms  of  the  al- 
lies, she  is  relieved  from  the  peauniary  demands 
she  has  hitherto  borne ;  on  theeoatrary,  her  alliea 
are  exhausted  in  their  finance,  and  look  to  her 
alone  for  pecuniary  support,  wnile  the  nomant 
of  fruition,  that  of  the  consummation  of  hope 
long  indulged,  presented  in  near  prospect^  tirf^ 
them  to  every  exertion  they  can  possibly  make 
to  secure  the  object  for  which  they  have  ao  long 
sighed,  and  for  the  attaiameat  of  which  they 
have  expended  so  much  blood  and  iraaanra.     it 
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is  a  MomcBt  wkcn  tbof  aiiiiC  grant  eTecvtliiiig— 
kkm  momeDt  in  -^ieh  ibey  m»y  be  called  upoa 
to  sake  fet  greater  ezertioas  and  greater  acpen- 
ditores  mii  any  they  ba>e  bitberto  made — it  in  a 
MoaMot  in  which  the  most  obvious  policy  would 
ibuct  Cbeat  Britain  to  meet  us  amicably  and 
treat  as  jastly ;  and  nothing  more  is  necessary  to 
pat  aa  end  to  this  war. 

There  in  another  very  powerfal  reason  why 
Qreat  Brttaie  ahotild  desire  peace  with  U8*-*this 
is  foaaded  in  the  advantages  of  our  trade.  I 
know  we  have  overrated  the  influence  of  oar 
trade  as  a  measure  of  coercion,  but  it  is  notwith- 
staadtag  naquetttonably  highly  valuable  to  her. 
The  loss  of  it  would  not  induce  her  to  make  a 
great  sacriflce  of  interest  or  feeling,  but  at  any 
aitai sat  when  she  should  safler  no  motive  but 
te  real  interests  to  govern  her,  it  would  be  a 
vary  powerful  pacificator.  We  were,  when  a 
good  waderstanding  snbaiated  between  the  two 
aatiooa,  ker  best  customer.  We  took  from  her 
tar#'fifths  of  all  the  exports  of  her  woollen  manu- 
liuifiiras,  which  ahe  alarays  coasidered  her  sreat 
alaple,  aada  vast,  if  not  an  equal  amount  of  her 
eotion  g9o4^  besides  other  articles;  and  when 
peace  shall  be  again  restored,  we  shall  again  be 
■er  best  eostomer ;  for,  whatever  may  be  thought 
to  the  ooatrary,  there  will  be  no  changes  wrought 
hy  the  war,  aoless  it  be  very  long  continued, 
mkkh  can  materially  alter  the  commercial  re- 
kcioBs  of  the  two  coontries;  and  she  may  justly 
hope,  on  the  restoration  of  peace,  for  a  restoration 
of  oar  Talaable  custom  as  a  purchaser  of  her 
■anofacturefT.  Oar  trade  is  rendered  even  more 
necessary  to  her  by  the  great  demand  which  is 
said  to  exist  for  her  maaufaetures  for  the  markets 
of  ether  countries,  because  we  furnish  the  raw 
aulerials  of  many 'bf  them«  of  better  quality  and 
oa  beuer  terms  than  any  other  country  can. 
They  caanot,  for  example,  from  all  the  colonies 
of  the  world,  completely  substitute  our  cottons^ 
their  eodeavora  to  establish  the  affirmative  of  this 
^foinsitioii,  to  my  mind,  very  satisfactorily  show 
a  material  dependence  upon  us  for  this  article. 
JOaes  It  not  then  seem  that  the  terms  which  we 
dcnaad  of  the  enemy  are  reasonable  and  attain- 
fUal 

1  coMc  BOW  to  speak  of  that  subject  which  was 
my  fiincipal  iadncement  to  chtim  your  attention 
in  ^is  debate— *i  allude  to  the  question  of  retalia- 
The  condnct  of  theOovernment  is  not  only 
1  in  this  partieolar,  but  it  is  also  said 
we  •i^hi  not  to  prosecute  the  war  agaiast  Canada 
last  H  ahooU  provoke  the  enemy  to  give  occasion 
§&9  the  exercise  of  the  retaliation  which  ^e  have 
Ihieatetted.  Let  us  see  what  foundation  there  is 
for  this  hamiltating  doctrine.  This  question  is 
oae  of  the  gravest  and  most  solemn  character ; 
i^feclini;  deeply  the  honor  of  the  country,  the  duty 
oltheQovemmeat,  and  the  lives  of  our  citittsns. 
I  wish,  for  the  last  reason,  it  h^d  been  the  pleasure 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  minority  to  have  passed 
k  owcr  in  silence.  I  think  it  would  have  been 
safest  and  wisest.  I  pretend  not,  however,  to  die 
tatc  the  conduct  of  other  gentlemen,  but  I  must 
be  permitiad  to  enter  my  protest  against  the  doc- 


trines which  have  been  maintained  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  on  this  subject.  I  think,  bat  I 
wish  to  be  understood  as  speaking  with  a  proper 
deference  for  the  opinions  of  other  gentlemen, 
this  subject  has  been  very  erroneously  considered. 
It  has  been  made  by  the  comba^nis  on  either  side 
to  depead  altogether  on  the  question  of  expatrhi- 
tion,  when  it  has  very  little  and  very  remote  re- 
lation to  that  question.  But,  as  the  inquiry  is  one 
of  very  great  importance,  I  hope  I  may  be  par- 
doned for  discussing  it  first  in  the  way  in  which 
it  has  been  heretofore  generally  treated,  in  order 
that  I  may  draw  the  subject  from  thence,  without 
any  violence  to  the  common  mode  of  thinkmg, 
into  that  point  of  light  in  which  i  suppose  it 
ought  to  viewed. 

To  speak,  then,  of  expatriation.  The  right  of  ex- 
patriauon,  which  is  broadly  and  generally  affirmed 
on  the  one  hand,  is  on  the  other  rebutted  in  equal 
exteal,  by  the  claim  of  perpetual  allegiaece.  These 
may  be  assumed  to  be  equivalent  qoestioas.  The 
affirmation  of  the  one  is  the  negation  of  the  other. 
This  it  may  be  material  to  remember,  because  it 
will  be  necessary,  in  the  course  of  the  argument, 
to  show  that  naturalization,  which  is  generally 
considered  as  destructive  of  perpetaal  allerianee 
aad  synonymous  with  expatriation,  is  reaUy  not 
so.  Perpetual  allegiance  is  alleged  to  be  founded 
on  natural  law,  the  positive  law  of  nations,  or  the 
municipal  law  of  each  State.  We  will  examine 
each ;  and  first,  the  law  of  nature.  To  determine 
what  is  the  law  of  nature,  the  simplest  way  may 
be,  not  to  embarrass  ourselves  with  equivocal  de* 
finitions,  but  to  look  at  things  throoffh  our  best 
judgments,  with  a  view  to  discover  their  just  fit- 
ness and  connexion.  We  may  call  in  the  aid  and 
authority  of  writers  of  character  and  reputation, 
and  with  these  lights  seek  our  conclusion.  In 
this  view  we  are  able  to  discover  but  two  princi- 
ples or  pretences  on  which  the  duty  of  perpetual 
allej;isnce  is  affirmed,  or  the  right  of  expatriation 
denied.  These  are  the  necessities  of  the  State 
and  the  gratitude  of  the  subject.  These  are  the 
only-  grounds  stated  by  Vattel,  to  whom  alone  I 
shall  refer  as  my  authority  for  positions  of  natural 
and  national  law,  because  I  can  refer  to  no  better 
aathority,  the  more  especially  as  on  the  points 
for  which  [  shall  ose  him,  I  believe  he  agrees 
with  all  other  writers.(a) 

The  obligation  resulting  from  the  necessity  of 
the  Stete,  can  apply  to  none  but  ttctreme  cases*-- 
saoh,  for  example,  as  the  instance  of  invasion,  or 
the  case  of  war,  when  great  numbers  should  sud- 
denly abandon  the  State— a  necessity  that  neither 
does  nor  can  exist  in  relation  to  the  few  scattered 
instances  of  expatriation  which  the  practice  and 
experience  of  nations  have  hitherto  «chibited  to 
our  view,aAd  whichform  the  wholeof  the  instances 
about  which  we  reason ;  nor  can  it  form  any 
foundation  for  perpetual  allegiance  in  the  extent 
in  which  it  is  claimed  ;  which  is  not  confined  to 
cases  of  extraordinary  character,  such  as  I  have 
mentioned,  but  embraces  every  subject  bom  in 
the  ooootry,  and  is  neither  limited  by  time  nor 
circumstances. 

The  exteattff  that  obligation,  which  is  founded 
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on  the  ^ratitade  of  the  sobject,  moat  bear  some 
proportion  to  the  benefit  that  he  has  received  and 
the  favor  that  the  Government  has  conferred.  Now 
what  benefit  has  the  subject  received  ?  When  in 
a  state  of  infoncy,  he  has  been  protected  and  per- 
mitted to  live  up  to  adalt  years  in  security  and 
peace.  But  has  this  benefit  imposed  an  obligation 
which  has  no  limits,  which  is  commensurate  with 
every  faculty,  mental  and  physical,  which4he  sub- 
ject possesses,  and  coextensive  with  the  duration 
of  his  life  1  Those  who  form  a  State  at  given 
lime,  repay,  by  the  services  of  the  time,  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Government  for  the  same  period.  The 
tervicee  of  the  ancestor  are  a  full  equivalent  to 
the  sovereign  for  the  protection  which  is  enjoyed 
by  his  offspring  as  well  as  himself;  and  the  son. 
when  he  arrives  at  adult  age  and  is  able  himself 
to  serve  the  State,  is  nothing  in  arrear  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. Put  the  «a»e  of  any  actual  society  or 
population.  Is  not  the  protection  of  the  Govern- 
ment fuUy  repaid  by  the  gross  population,  includ- 
ing the  young  and  the  old,  at  any  given  period? 
The  adult  it  may  be  admitted  owes  a  debt  of  grat- 
itude to  some  one  for  the  care  and  assistance  by 
which  he  has  been  reared ;  to  his  parent,  if  you 
please,  but  certainty  not  to  the  sovereign,  who,  it 
is  seen,  has  received  a  full  equivalent  &r'the  pro- 
tection which  the  subject  has  enjoyed.  There 
appears,  then,  to  be  no  foundation  for  the  claim 
of  perpetual  allegiance  in  the  necessities  of  the 
State,  or  the  gratitude  of  the  subject  for  the  ben- 
efits he  has  received.  I  will  illustrate  the  argu- 
ment in  relation  to  the  last  of  these  pretences  by 
the  case  of  parent  and  child.  The  gratitude  due  by 
the  citizen  to  the  sovereign  cannot  be  greater  in 
the  opinion  of  those  who  most  revere  the  obliga- 
tion,  than  that  of  the  child  to  the  parent — yet  there 
is  no  man  who  would  not  be  siiocked  at  the  in- 
justice of  the  parent  who  should  claim  from  his 
child  perpetual  servitude,  as  a  debt  of  gratitude 
for  his  nurture. 

Is  there  any  thinff  in  the  general  nature  of  gov- 
•iomment  which  wiU  authorize  the  doctrine  of  per- 
petual allegiance  ?  1  do  not  mean  any  particular 
Government,  but  government  in  its  essential  form. 
The  very  argument  in  which  we  are  engaged 
seems  to  furnish  the  evidence  on  which  we  must 
come  to  a  negative  conclusion.  It  proves,  to  say 
the  least,  that  the  claim  of  perpetual  allegiance 
is  a  question  of  great  doubt.  But  the  natural 
right  of  man  as  he  existed  when  independent  of 
government,  in  a  state  of  nature,  (and  though  we 
are  not  reasoning  of  men  who  have  ever  been  in 
this  state^  it  is  fair  and  necessary,  in  order  to  as- 
certain his  actual  situation,  to  advert  to  this  pos- 
sible sute,)  to  go  where  he  pleased  and  to  serve 
whom  he  pleased,  was  clear  and  indubitable.  The 
state  of  the  fact,  then,  is  this :  His  original  riffht 
is  clear,  but  his  subsequent  obligation  is  doubtful, 
and  therefore,  unless  the  less  shall  more  than 
coimtervail  the  stronger  proof,  the  conclusion 
ou^ht  to  be  that  he  is  not  bound  to  perpetual  al- 
legiance. 

iBut  let  us  continue  the  inquiry.  Is  there  any- 
thing in  the  general  nature  of  Government  which 
will  authorize  perpetual  allegiance?    What  is 


the  foundation  of  the  power  of  Cbvemment  ?    Is 
it  not  clearly  and  obviously  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion?   How -else  can  we  suppose  it  to  exist? 
Government  must  be  located.    It  must  *ist  with- 
in territorial  limits,  or  with  reference  to  territo- 
rial limits.    Its  basis,  then,  is  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion^ and  its  authority  is  co-extensive  with  its 
territorial  limits  and  the  extension  of  its  territo- 
rial power.    If  we  seek  for  examples,  we  shall 
find  that  its  authority  ceases  where  these  cease, 
and  extends  where  these  extend.    In  relation  to 
territorial  limits,  the  idea  is  easily  and  perfectly 
conceived;  but,  of  the  extension  of  territorial 
power,  it  will  be  necessary  to  speak  and  to  state 
the  instances,  which  will  at  once  illustrate  the 
argument  and  establish  the  rule.    There  is  the 
instance  of  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  Govern- 
ment beyond  its  territorial  limits  to  the  distance 
of  a  certain  number  of  leagues  from  the  shore  ; 
there  is  also  the  instance  ofships,  whether  vessels 
of  war  or  merchant  ships.    The  idea  that  has 
been  expressed  by  the  phrase,  *'  a  ship  is  a  floatiojg 
colony,''  I  know  has  been  lately  derided;  but  it 
was  once  an  approved  and  accepted  doctrine  with 
those  who  now  so  contemptuously  reject  it.    It 
was  no  other  than  this  principle  on  which  the 
celebrated  case  of  Jonathan  Robbins  was  decided* 
This  formed  the  basis,  if  my  memory  does  not 
much  deceive  me,  of  the  argument  on  that  sub- 
ject of  the  distinguished  man  who  now  presides, 
with   so  much  advantage  to  the  country,  and 
honor  to  himself,  over  the  highest  judicial  estab- 
lishment in  the  United  States,  (Chief  Justice 
Marshall ;)  and  it  is  a  principle  perfectly  well 
established  in  the  law  of  nations.    Nor  is  there 
any  distinction,  in  the  principle  itself,  between 
ships  of  war  and  merchantmen ;  the  one  has  pre- 
vailed in  practice— a  distinction  which  has  grown 
up  lately,  and  which  originated  in  the  prudence 
or  nations.    This  has  established  the  exemption 
of  ships  of  war  from  search ;  but  this  exemption 
is  evidently  founded  on  a  desire  to  avoid  the  fre- 
quent hostilities  which  would  result,  and  not  from 
the  mere  consideration  of  the  power  which  dis- 
tinguishes a  vessel  of  war  from  a  merchant  ship. 
The  relative  power  of  a  vessel  of  war  carrying  at 
few  guns,  and  a  merchantman,  to  that  of  a  ship- 
of-the-line,  is  not  materially  different.    It  \%  not 
the  mere  warlike  efficiency  of  a  vessel  which  ex- 
tends the  power  of  the  Government,  but  the  en* 
sign  of  its  sovereignty  which  represents  its  ter- 
ritorial strength.    This  extension  of  territorinl 
power  embraces  also  the  armies  of  a  natioa-^tts 
tar  as  its  ships  can  sail,  or  its  armies  march,  th^ 
territorial  power  of  a  nation  is  extended.    This 
doctrine  is  neither  new  nor  controverted.    Vattel 
agrees  with  all  other  writers  on  the  subject,  and 
he  clearly  establishes  all  the  positions  I  have  laid 
down.(&) 

But  the  authority  of  Government  is  circum- 
scribed by  its  territorial  limits  and  the  extension 
of  its  territorial  power.  It  seems  to  result,  then, 
that  the  law  of  nature,  as  it  grows  out  of  the 
moral  duties  of  the  subject  to  the  State,  or  oat  of 
the  essential  nature  of  Government,  does  not  es- 
taUish  the  claim  of  perpetual  allegiance. 


Digitized  by 


Laoogle 


1641 


HI8T0BT  OF  OOKaBBSB. 


1642 


Abbuabt,  18X4. 


Tke 


BML 


H*orR» 


TJie  poMtire  law  of  natioDs,  which  b  the  ntxt 

CBd  oo  which  this  claim  is  to  be  tustaioed,  it 
ed  of  the  treaties  and  usages  of  nations* 
These  are  almost  silent.  There  are,  perhaps,  no 
snbeistinff  treaties  or  reciprocal  usages  on  the 
sob^t;  not,  as  far  as  the  {Mist  history  of  nations 
affords  anj  examples,  they  appear  to  be  opposed 
to  the  claim  of  perpetual  allegiance. 

It  remains  (or  us  to  consider  how  far  the-muni- 
cipal  laws  of  nations,  respectirelyj  establish  this 
r^bt.  And  here  I  readily  admit,  that  the  mnni- 
cipal  laws  of  England  do  establish  the  doctrine. 
I  think,  too,  that  the  municipal  laws  of  other  na- 
tioos  generally  accord  with  those  of  England  on 
this  sahject.  I  then,  at  once,  concede  to  the  gen- 
tleman irom  New  xork  (Mr.  Grosybmor)  all 
that  he  so  zealously  endeavored  to  prove  by  the 
leaned  and  able  argument  which  he  submitted  to 
jroa  the  other  day— that  the  municipal  laws  of 
J&oglaod,  and  of  nations  generally,  enjoin  upon 
the  subject  the  duty  of  perpetual  allegiance.  And 
I  admit,  further,  that  is  is  of  no  practical  conse- 
qoenee  to  say  that  it  is  neitber  supported  by  the 
moral  duties  of  the  subject,  nor  warranted  by  the 
enential  nature  of  Government.  It  is  enouffh  to 
say,  ihat  it  is  enforced  by  the  sanctions  which  se- 
eaie  obedience  to  all  mimicipal  laws ;  though  it 
he  not  just,  it  does  not  cease  to  be  obligatory 
wherever  monicipal  laws  can  operate.  But  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  and  those  who  reason 
with  him,  having  established  the  doctrine  of  per- 
petual allegiance,  at  once  assume,  in  substance, 
though  not  in  express  terms,  a  distinct  proposi- 
tioo,  equally  necessary  to  their  conclusion,  which 
they  have  not  proved  or  even  attempted  to  provc"^ 
aamely,  universal  allegianoe.  I  aoubt  whether 
my  meaning,  in  the  use  of  this  term,  may  be 
wuiy  understood,  and  therefore  I  will  define  it. 
It  ia  intended  to  say,  that  the  allegiance  claimed 
ii  not  only  co-extensive  with  the  territorial  limits, 
and  the  extension  of  the  territorial  power  of  the 
'natural  sovereign,  but  also  goes  with  the  subject 
into  the  territories,  and  under  the  territorial  power 
of  every  other  sovereiaa  under  whose  jurisdic- 
tion he  may  reside.  The  at^ment  of  the  gen- 
tleman, it  is  admitted,  establishes  perpetual  alle- 
giance ;  bat  it  assumes  that  this  perpetual  alle- 
gianee  is  also  universal.   Now,  the  latter  is  denied, 


natisfactory  that  it  cannot  exist.  It  has  been 
pgowed  that  the  power  of  a  Government  is  only 
co-extensive  with  its  territorial  limits,  and  theex- 
iansioD  of  iu  territorial  power.  Beyond  these,  it 
can  neither  enforce  duties  nor  extend  protection. 
Now,  the  basis  of  allegiance  is  protection  ^  and 
all  i4;ai  duties  must  suppose,  at  least  in  theory 
and  in  the  nature  of  things,  ao  abilitjr  to  enforce 
them;  but,  beyond  the  territorial  limits  and  the 
extension  of  the  territorial  pojver  of  a  Govern- 
BienL  neither  of  these  exbt,  nor  can,  in  the  nature 
ci  things,  exist ;  and  of  course,  beyond  these,  alle- 
giance must  cease.  It  will  pe  no  reply  to  this 
aignment  to  say  that,  on  the  return  of  the  subject 
to  the  domiaioaa'of  his  native  sovereign,  his  alle- 


^ance  is  restored.  It  is  admitted  that  allegiance 
IS  not  limited  by  time,  but  it  yet  remains  to  be 
established  that  it  is  not  limited  by  space ;  that, 
when  out  of  these  dominions,  the  citizen  is  sub- 
ject to  a  power  which  in  its  nature  only  can  exist 
within  them.  Nor  will  it  be  more  material  lo 
prove  that,  on  the  return  of  a  subject  to  his  native 
country,  he  may  be  punished  for  anv  offences— 
denommated  such  by  the  internal  mws  of  the 
State— which  have  been  committed  without  its 
limits;  for  that  will  only  prove  that  the  severely 
authority  is  uncontrollable  within  the  territorud 
limits  or  the  State;  that  it  may  enforce  unjust 
laws,  and  inflict  unjust  punishments.  But  it  is 
sufficient  for  the  present  argument  to  say,  as  will 
be  proved  hereafter,  that,  when  taken  in  arms,  he 
is  protected  from  the  operation  of  municipal  lawa 
by  the  laws  of  arms. 

It  has  even  been  contended,  that  we  have  not 
the  right  to  naturalize  the  subjects  of  another 
Power,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  impose  the  obliga- 
tion of  bearing  arms  against  that  Power,  even 
within  our  own  territory ;  and  that,  if  our  Con- 
stitution and  laws  speak  a  different  language,  they 
are  nugatory.  All  nations,  speaking  generally, 
have,  indeed,  claimed  the  doty  of  perpetual  alle- 
giance ;  but  the  same  nations,  at  the  same  time, 
have  exercised  the  power  of  naturalization ;  the 
British  nation,  particularly,  without  any  formality 
of  process,  naturalizes  the  subjects  of  other  Pow- 
ers in  the  most  extensive  sense  of  the  word.  Our 
Constitution,  on  this  subject,  is  as  explicit  as  Ian* 
guage  can  make  it  $  and  it  is  hardly  fair  for  gen- 
tlemen to  uke  for  granted  that  all  the  great  men 
who  framed  and  signed  that  instrument,  with 
WASHiMOToif  at  their  head,  were  so  grossly  igno* 
rant  of  the  relative  rights  and  duties  of  nationa 
as  this  argument  necessarily  supposes.  Let  me 
say  to  these  geotlemen,  that  I  have  understood, 
and  believe,  this  provision  of  the  Constitution 
was  introduced  into  the  instrument  bv  a  gentle- 
man (Alejcander  Hamilton)  who,  I  acknowledge, 
was  a  very  ^reat  man,  and  to  whose  memory  they 
are  not  unwilling  to  pay  the  highest  honors.  Will 
the  gentleman  sav  he  was  thus  ignennt  of  the 
relative  rights  and  duties  of  nations  ? 

After  these  views  of  the  subject,  we  are  pre- 
pared to  reconcile,  with  the  laws  and  pnctice  of 
nations,  the  apparent  paradoxes,  with  the  absurd- 
ity of  which  the  disputants  on  either  side  of  this 
question  have  charged  each  other.  It  is  said,  that 
perpetual  allegiance  is  incom|)atible  with  natu- 
ralization ;  and,  therefore,  that  all  Gk)vernmei|ie 
which  naturalize,  to  be  consistent,  must  abandon 
the  claim  of  perpetual  allegiance.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  said  allegiance  is  perpetual,  and  there- 
fore you  cannot  naturalize.  But  these  are  mia- 
takes ;  for  allegiance  being  only  coextensive  with 
the  territorial  limits,  or  the  extension  of  the  terri- 
torial power  of  a  Government,  each  operates 
within  a  sphere  which  is  exclusive  of  the  sphere 
of  the  other.  Thus  the  claim  of  perpetual  aUa- 
giance  and  the  right  of  naturalization  are  oom- 
patiUe,  and  the  practice  of  nations  ceases  to  be 
paradoxical  and  absurd*  Again,  it  is  said  that 
naturalization  is  practised  by  all  Qovemmenti, 
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sod  that  ail  Gtovennniinte,  to  be  oomtMetir,  skonld 
concede  tbe  right  of  expttriatioii ;  but  4bi8  is  also 
a  mifttafce,  for  expatriation  implies  a  total  release 
of  the  subject  from  his  allegiance,  as  well  wben 
uritbout  as  on  his  return  to  the  territory  of  his 
original  sovereign ;  while  naturalization  is^  in  its 
operation,  only  co-ezteostFe  witb  the  territory 
and  the  extension  of  the  territorial  power  of  the 
adopted  soreretgn.  It  is,  then,  not  paradoxical 
to  say,  that  GoTcrnments  deny  the  right  of  expa^ 
triation,  and  exercise  tbe  power  of  naturalization ; 
aecordingly,  we  find  that  Cbrernmeats  generally 
hare  dented  the  right  of  expatriation,  and  have 
exercised,  at  tka  same  time,  the  power  of  nato- 
lalization. 

But  I  repeat,  and  I  will  now  endeavor  to  prove, 
that  tbe  qsestion  of  retaliation  has  been  very  im- 
properly connected  with  those  of  perpetual  alle- 
giance, naturalization,  and  expatriation.  Perpet- 
nal  allegiance  is  indeed  so  far  connected  with 
retaliation  as  to  be  tbe  pretence  under  wbkh, 
sometimes,  that  act  of  an  enemy  is  committed 
wbioh  renders  retaliation  necessary,  and  natural- 
lEation  is  so  far  connected  with  it,  as  to  increase 
the  obligation  of  the  adopted  sovereign  to  retal* 
iatefor  the  injury  done  to  tbe  naturalized  citizen, 
aa  the  ties  that  bind  them  together  ate  more  close 
and  nniMrottp, and  more  solemn,  than  these  which 
oonaect  a  sovereign  and  the  stranger  who  merely 
bears  arms  in  his  service.  Tbe  foundation,  how- 
aver,  of  tbe  right  of  retaliation  is  not  at  all  form- 
ed by  these  ties ;  bat  by  the  laws  and  usages  of 
civilized  nations  in  war.  The  proper  mode  of 
diaautsing  this  question  was  w«i  indicated  by 
the  exampia  of  the  venerable  gentleman  (Mr. 
FiHOLBT^  from  Pemisylvania,  and  has  been  fwr- 
siied,  with  ffreat  success^  by  the  gentleman  (Mr. 
RoBBaTsoif)  from  Louisiana,  the  latter  part  of 
whose  speech,  that  which  was  delivered  during 
^  last  ten  mtnates  he  addressed  you,  wae  in  my 
opinion,  worth  all  (I  deny  not  the  abstract  talent 
dai^yed  by  others)  that  has  been  said. within  as 
well  as  without  these  walls  on  the  subject,  be- 
cause be  proved  by  the  beet  example  what  is  the 
wage  of  nations  on  this  point;  which  at  once 
presented  the  proper  mode  and  the  true  object  of 
inquiry*  Before  the  mitigated  pra^ice  of  mod- 
ern times  had  softened  and  oivilized  the  character 
of  war,  it  wovld  haae  bean  considered  absurd  in 
the  victor  to  talk  of  his  right  to  punish  the  van« 
quisbed,  as  a  traitor  under  the  municipal  laws  ol 
his  native  country,  when  he  had  been  taken  in 
arms  against  it.  The  rights  of  war  gave  him  tbe 
Etadief  means  of  his  sword  and  bis  will.  Amidst 
ai«M,  municipal  laws  are  correctly-  said  to  be  si« 
lent;  the  original  right  of  the  victor  was  to  pot 
his  prisoners  to  death— thia  is  still  bis  extreme 
right  and  still  exists  in  such  degree  as  to  maige 
aad  in  effsct  to  annihilate  all  other  rights  over 
tha  oaptive,  but  it  is  a  right  controlled  by  the 
nridfated  usages  of  modem  times,  and  these 
wages  have  become  tbe  established  laws  and 
nghts  of  ctvilieed  war.  Examples  of  these  mi- 
tigated usages  are  aumevoos.  The  property  of 
ttessbjecte  of  aa  enemy  is  on  land  generally  held 
lafiriabte.    Paisoaa  not  belligerent,  though  ene- 


mies, are  not  even  treated  as  prisoDere  <^  war* 
On  the  ocean  they  are  soflfored  to  pass  unmoleacad, 
and  are  often,  within  the  territory  of  an  enemy^ 
permitted  to  reside  in  peace,  protected  by  the 
laws  of  the  State.  But  above  all,  the  life  of  tf 
prisoner  of  war  is  to  be  held  sacred,  and  he  is  ta 
be  treated  with  humanity  and  kindness.  But- 
grafted  on  these  usages,  to  secure  them  from  vi- 
olation, arose  the  practice  of  retaliation,  which, 
far  from  being,  even  where  it  extends  to  the  de- 
privation of  human  life,  an  act  ol  cruelty,  is.  whan 
soberly  and  Correctly,  though  sternly  and  ineac^' 
rably  applied,  sacred  to  humanity.  Were  it  net 
for  this  sanction,  we  should  probably  socn  bid 
adieu  to  the  civilized  and  mitigated  character  of 
modern  war,  which  would  assume  its  ancient  fa* 
rocity.  Acts  of  retaliation  are  like  judicial  see- 
rifiees  on  tbe  altar  of  juatiee,  in  which)  thoagli 
humanity  may  weep,  the  offeeded  laws  must  ne' 
satisfied.  If  it  be  replied  that  the  instance  is  die*- 
similar,  beoause  the  subject  of  retaliation  is  inoo*- 
cent,  It  is  answered  that  the  victims  of  war  aw 
generally  inno<ient.  «It  must  be  ever  a  sabjeet  of 
lamentation  when  we  are  obliged  to  take  the  lil^- 
of  man.  It  is  still  mere  a  sul^eet  of  lamentatie» 
when  the  blood  of  the  innocent  is  shed,  bet  tte 
condition  of  bemuiity  sometimes  requires  aaiA> 
justice  sometimes  commands  us  to  do  both*  It' 
IS  however  said,  that  though  retaliation  be  ad- 
mitted to  be  a  general  ri^bt  of  war,  yet  when  tte 
natural  sovereign  finds  his^ubjecl  ia  armaagaioair 
him,  he  has  a  rt^bt  to  punish  him  as  a  traitor,  and^ 
that  the  sovereiffn  in  whose  ranks  and  uiidar 
whose  colors  he  fought  has  no  right  to  tetaiiatew 
But  has  not  this  argument  been  already  refuted  t 
Has  it  not  been  proved  that  all*  the  rights  of  the 
victor  over  the  captive  are  merged  ia  those  of 
war?  There  is  no  collision  between  themuttici|Nd 
laws  and  the  lawa  ^f  war.  The  captive  is  a  prie- 
oner  of  war  and  in  this  chara^er  never  becomee 
subject  to  any  other  than  the  laws  of  war. 

But  it  is  attempted  to  be  proved,  by  legal  and 
historical  instances,  that  Great  Briuin  has  pun- 
ished her  subjects  who  have  been  taken  in  arma 
against  her,  and  thence  it  is  inferred  that  thia  ie 
the  law  of  jMtions  generally  ai>d  of  war.  Were 
the  premises  admitted  the  conclusion  would  nott 
follow.  But  these  extmples  only  prove  eim^ 
tions  to  the  general  rule.  They  are  cases  iv 
which  power  and  violence  have  trampled  on  law 
and  principle,  because  no  national  or  other  arnr 
of  sufficient  vigor  was  interposed  to  protect  and 
save  the  victims.  The  instances  which  hav» 
been  mentioned  are  geaevally  those  which  grow 
out  of  civil  wars,  and  occurred  at  times  when  aH 
resistanoe  to  the  GkHrernment  had  been  putdowa^ 
and  there  remained  no  abilitv  in  the  vaaquished 
to  execute  retaliation.  Such  were  the  oases  of 
^neas  McDonald,  Colonel  Townley,aBd  othem 
In  that  of  Doctor  Story,  which  was  most  relied 
upon  by  the  geqtleman  from  North  CaroliM| 
(Mr.  GAaTON,)  thoiigh  he  had  become  a  Spaaiak 
sabject  aad  resided  in  the  dominions  of  Spain  for 
some  years,  yet  he  had  letorned  to  £«agland  asd 
there  h«l  committed  treason.  On  aoch  a  caaa 
thete  ooold  be  no  qaestioB,    [Mr.  OUmx^H  aaid 
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Uusc^M  was  geaermily  iiuaa94«fitood,  aa4  ift« 
takeo  to  be  saeli  as  bad  been  just  stated  by  tbe 
geatleman  from  South  Caroiioa — but  ia  l>yer'« 
Reports,  wbere  the  case  was  best  reported,  it 
would  appear  thai  the  ueasoo  was  committea  ia 
Flanders.]  I  am  glad,  said  Mr.  C,  that  the  gee- 
tleBian  has  corrected  me.  I  should  be  very  sorry 
to  misrepreseal  the  argomeat  of  aoy  geDtlemaa, 
and  ezpeciaUy  that  of  one  whose  eooduct  ia  de* 
bale  is  so  fiair  aad  honorable  as  that  of  the  geo* 
ilemaa  from  North  Caroliaa..  1  have  not  esam- 
ined  the  ease  panicalarly,  because  the  priaeiple 
of  my  aMBflnent  admits  these  cas^s.  My  object 
was  merdjr  to  class  and  charaaterise  thtoLi  Let 
it  not  however  be  uaderstood,  when  1  say  that 
moaiof  the  taataoces  relied  upon  ocetirred  in  civil 
wan,  fhai  therefore  I  admit  them  to  have  been 
amhodzed  by  the  laws  of  war.  On  the  contrary 
I  win  demoostsate,  that  even  in  civil  wars,  the 
Imw  of  nations  protects  the  life  of  the  captive 
who  has  resisted  his  natural  sovereign^  and  se- 
cwea  him  tiie  rights  of  a  prisoner  of  war,  accord* 
iag  to  the  tiaages  of  modern  times.  That  when 
these  rights  have  beea  violated,  retaliation  is 
aathoriaedy and  that  history  records  the.ioatances 
ia  which  it.  has  been  sncccasfally  ejwrcised.  I 
hMT  it  sagcrested  (by  Mr.  QRoavBNOR)  that  in 
ei^ii  wan;  uus  may  be  the  law  and  usage  of  na- 
tieasi  but  tha(  it  is  otherwise  when  the  subjects 
of  Qoe  sovereign  join  the  arms  of  aaother  sove- 
rwjga  with  whom  he  is  at  war.  This  does  indeed 
seem  tobea  very  extraordinary  distiaetion^-it  does 
appear  loae  that  if  this  inviolability  of  the  captive 
can  be  established  to  be  the  law  and  usage  oi  war 
ia  civil  contests,  it  is  a  fortiori  proved  to  be  the 
law  aad  usage  of  national  contests.  A  single 
authority  wifi  put  the  first  of  these  positions  be- 
yond doobu     VdUd  says: 

*A  civil  war  bvesks  the  kmds  of  society  and  gov* 
,or  at  kasl,  it  siupsnds  their  Ibree  and  effect ; 
in  tba  nation  tvw  indepsndent  parties>  eon- 
;  each  elher  as  nn>*nwi  aad  acknowledging  no 
thersfi>rs  of  necessity  tbess  two  parties 
I  at  leaet  lor  a  time*  be  constdsred  as  ibnniogtwo 
bodiesf  two  distinct  people;  though  one  of 
tkiiei  may  be  in  the  wrong  in  breaking  the  continuity 
sCte  State,  to  raise  up  sgainst  lawfiU  authority^  they 
see  not  the  less  divided  in  hci;  besides,  who  shall 
ptoneuiee  on  which  side  the  right  or  the  wrong  lies  1 
On  eaitfi  thsj  have  no  common  supericv.  Thus  they 
are  in  the  case  of  two  nations,  who,  having  a  dispute 
wbsdi  they  cannot  adjust,  are  compelled  to  decide  it 
bj  ibree  of  trms. 

"  Things  Mig  thus  situated,  it  is  very  evident  that 
the  common  laws  of  war,  those  maxims  of  humanity, 
aaodsntion,  end  probity,  which  we  have  before  enu- 
mented  and  recommended,  are  in  civil  wars  to  be 
obsoved  on  both  sides.  The  same  reasons  on  which 
tfie  elfikatlon  between  State  and  State  is  founded, 
readtf  Ihem -even  nl<»e  necessary  in  the  unhappy  dr- 
coaHkaces  when  two  incensed  parties  are  destroying 
their  csnaMfB  ooontry.  Sbould  the  sovereign  eon* 
esieehe  has  a  right  to  hang  op  hia  prisoners  as  rebels, 
the  eppowte  party  will  make  reprisals.  If  he  dees  not 
rd^hiirij  obeerve  the  oapitolatiens,  aad  aU  the  eon- 
Timlliiia  made  with  hia  enemies,  they  wiU  no  tonger 
ie^eAtt»wei4.   ttwnM  he  bow  and destniy, Amj 


will  Mow  his  example;  the  war  wiU  become  < 
and  horrid ;  its  calamities  will  increase  on  the  nation* 
The  Duke  de  Montpensier's  infiunous  and  bsrbarooa 
excesses  against  the  reformed  in  France  are  too  wel^ 
known.  The  men  were  delivered  up  to  the  execu* 
tioner,  and  the  women  to  the  brutality  of  the  soldierff^ 
What  was  the  consequence  1  The  reformed  became 
exasperated ;  they  took  vengeance  of  such  inhuman 
practices ;  and  the  war;  before  sufficiently  cruel,  as  a 
civil  and  religious  war,  became  more  bloody  and  de* 
stroctive.  Who  could,  without  horror,  read  the  8av<* 
age  cruelties  committed  by  the  Baron  des  Adretat 
Bj  turns  s  Catholic  and  a  Protestant,  he  distinguished 
himself  by  his  barbarity  to  both  aides.  At  leiwtit 
there  was  a  necessity  (br  departing  from  such  aim* 
tattoos  of  juridieal  superiority  against  persons  who 
could  support  their  oaoss  sword  in  hsnd,  snd  of  tveal* 
ing  them  not  as  criminals,  but  as  enemies.  Even 
troops  have  often  relneed  to  serve  in  awar  wherein  the 
Prince  exposed  them  to  cruel  reprissls.  Officers  who 
had  the  highest  sense  of  honor,  though  ready  la  shed 
their  blood  in  the  field  of  battle,  lor  his  service,  hapt 
not  thought  it  any  part  of  their  duty  to  rim  the  haascd 
of  an  ignominious  death.  Therefore,  whenever  a  nib< 
merous  party  thinks  it  has  a  right  to  resist  the  sover« 
eign,  and  finds  itself  able  to  declare  that  opinion,  sword 
in  hand,  the  war  is  to  be  carried  on  between  Uiem  in. 
the  same  manner  as  between  two  different  nations; 
and  they  are  to  leave  open  the  same  means  of  prevent* 
ing  enormous  violences  snd  restoring  peace." 

Here,  then,  we  see  the  reason  od  which  the 
rights  and  usages  of  nations  are  applied  to  civil 
wars,  is,  that  those  who  resist,  ho  ye  swords  ip? 
their  hands,  and  become  asainulated  to  iodepfinr 
deat  nations. 

In  short,  the  basis  of  retaliation  is  h«maiiit|rk 
As  no  nation  or  body  of  men  will  suffisr  their  ene- 
mies to  put  those  to  death  who  fight  under  theif 
banners,  under  any  pretence  wlMutevei^  interest- 
and  fear  restrain  an  euemy  from  puttiDg.hia  prii^ 
oners  to  death,  when  he  knows  the  act  will  h» 
retaliated^  But^  retaliation  is  always  a  qtieetipa 
of  eipediency .  If  we  were  at  war  with  a  imtiiNt' 
dead  to  all  the  aeneibilities  of  onr  nature-^  n»> 
tion  that  would  sitffiir,  without  remerse  or  fecl«> 
ing;  its  innocent  subjeots  to  become  vietims  to  • 
sangtiinary  vioktion,  on  its  own  part,  of  the 
usages  of  civilifled  war,  we  might  be  obliged  to 
former,  as  we  would  know  the  object  of  retalia* 
tion  would  not  be  ffsioed.  But,  for  myself,  I 
deem  more  highly  orthe  British  nation  aad  Govt 
emment  I  do  not  believe  the  Qovemment  of 
that  nation  to  be  so  wicked  as  to  provoke  the  con- 
sequeaces 'Which  must  inevitably  foUew  the  exe* 
cntioa  of  the  barbarons  threat  they  have  atiertd 
— »that  they  would  treat  as  criminals  the  natlvee 
of  Great  Britain,  who  have  been  ufcen  prisonert 
ia  onr  raohs.  Deserters  alone  have  been  permi^* 
ted  to  form  an  exception  to  the  general  role,  that 
the  life  of  a  prisoner  shall  besaered;  aad  the  ha- 
maoity  of  modern  times  has  even  contrived  the 
means  of  saving  the  lives  of  deserters.  Heoee^ 
the  practice  of  permitting  the  garrieens  of  cap* 
tared  places  to  manh  ont  with  a  certain  number 
of  coveted  wagons,  which  are  not  to  be  searched. 
(  VMd,  U  3^  cb.  6.  see.  144.)  The  reason  givea, 
i%  that  they  have  beceaie  numemas,  and  that* 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


IU7 


mmOBJ  OF  OOKChSaBB. 


164S 


H.orR. 


7%e  Loan  JMO. 


FiBHUART.  1914. 


?; 


hniasnity  forbMs  their  d^straetton — nodotibtedljr 
a  very  suffiaient  reason,  but  exactly  the  rererse 
of  that  which  rs  sometimes  umed  in  jastification 
of  the  threat  of  the  British  Go?ernment.  It  is 
said,  that  in  coosequeoce  of  the  sameness  of  Ian- 
l^age,  similarity  of  personal  appearance,  connex- 
ions in  trade,  and  ease  and  frequency  of  inter- 
course, those  who  join  us  are  numerous,  and  there- 
fore it  is  necessary  to  punish  them  when  found 
10  arms. 

I  must  again  bring  to  your  notice  the  authority 
which  was  yesterday  presented  to  you  by  the. 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  Robbrtson,) 
because  it  bears  so  diiieetly  on  the  question  before- 
yoti,  aod  a£R)rds  the  views  and  opinions  of  the 
legtMatocs  and  statesmen  of  Great  Britain  her- 
leif,  confirming  entirely  the  doctrine  on  which 
the  Gorernment  of  the  u  nited  States  acts  at  this 
tiflte. 

[Here  Mr.  C.  read  several  extracts  from  a  de- 
bate in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  a  bill  to  raise 
a  corps  of  French  emigrants,  in  which  Mr.  Burke 
was  the  principal  speaker.]    (c.) 

Mr.  C.  contmued.  No  numan  authority  can 
be  of  more  value  than  that  of  this  great  man. 
(Mr.  Burke,)  who  at  once  teaches  the  doctrine,  ana 
^ves  the  examples  which  establish  that  doctrine, 
in  all  the  extent  in  which  this  Government  claims 
the  riffht  to  exercise  it.  It  is  true,  that  in  this  de- 
bate Mr.  Sheridan  attempts  to  destroy  the  value 
and  impeach  the  accuracy  of  some  of  the  instan- 
ces which  Mr.  Burke  had  mentioned,  but,  as  was 
to  have  been  expected,  he  has  not  succeeded. 
Mr.  Sheridan  says,  in  each  of  the  examples  Mr. 
Burke  had  mentioned-^ 

^  Exc^t  with  regard  to  America,  he  had  entirely 
friled.  The  first  is  the  conduct  of  the  English  with 
regard  to  the  Irish  regiments  in  the  French  service  in 
the  year  1745.  A  space  of  near  sixty  years  had  elapsed 
vrhen  they  took  some  of  them  prisoners,  but  it  was  not 
very  probable  that  many  of  those  who  left  Ireland  in 
1688  returned  to  hivade  England  in  1746."  *«  The  next, 
he  says,  waa  the  conduct  of  the  French  to  Lord  Ligo- 
nier,  who  was  one  of  the  French  refiigees,  banished 
fipom  France  by  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes— 
which  waa  in  itself  one  of  the  most  cmel  and  barbarous 
actions  that  ever  disgraced  history — in  the  year  168S, 
and  he  was  taken  prisoner  in  the  year  1747 — a  period 
of  sixty-five  years.  8o  that  the  probability  is,  that  it 
was  the  fkihei  of  his  Lordship  who  was  a  refugee,  or 
at  least  that  his  Lordship  must  have  been  a  child  in 
arms  at  the  time." 

It  seems  to  be  a  work  of  supererogation  to  at- 
tempt to  support  the  authority  of  Bdmund  Burke ; 
yet,  it  may  be  proper  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply 
to  these  objections  of  Mr.  Sheridan.  Thouffh  it 
be  true,  as  he  sutes,  that  few  of  the  Irish  brig- 
ades who  entered  the  French  service  in  1688, 
remained  to  invade  England  in  1745;  yet,  it  is  a 
faet,  well  attested  by  history,  that  these  corps  were 
afterwards  kept  up  by  the  enlistment  of  the  na- 
tives of  Ireland — a  fact  which  leaves  the  example 
at  least  equally  strons.  Admit,  too,  Lord  Ligo- 
nier  to  have  been  a  child  in  arms,  but  a  native  of 
France,  is  not  the  example  one  which  is  diamet^ 
riaaUy  opf)oaed  to  the  dioctcine  of  those  who  in 


this  argument  deny  the  rightof  retaliation?  The^r* 
allow  neither  age  nor  circumstances  to  form  an 
exception  to  the  general  role. 

I  intended  to  have  particularized  many  mOre 
examples,  but  the  time  I  have  already  consumed 
admonishes  me  to  forbear.-  The  recent  case  of 
Napper  Tandy*is  a  strong  one ;  but  I  mention  it 
rather  that  it  may  be  understood,  and  that  its  facts 
may  be  correctly  stated,  than  to  multiply  exam- 
ples. I  think  the  gentleman  from  New  York  f  Mr. 
Gbosvcnor)  stated  that  the  ground  on  whicn  he 
waa  pardoned  was  the  circumstances  of  his  arrest 
in  a  neutral  territory — that  of  Hamburg^and 
that  his  pardon  was  granted  in  consequence  of 
the  interposition  of  the  authorities  of  that  citj*. 
But  this  cannot  be.  That  Napper  Tandy  waa  m 
the  service  of  France  when  he  was  arrested,  and 
that  his  release  was  demanded  by  France,  are  fiicts 
that  I  uke  to  be  unquestionable.  Retaliation  was 
threatened,  and  I  Mieve — I  will  not  speak  with 
confidence — the  subjects  of  that  retaliation  were 
designated.  To  this  interposition  of  France,  Great 
Britain  no  doubt  yielded.  We  know  the  great 
pains  the  latter  took  to  obtain  the  person  of  this 
man.  She  not  only  violated  the  independence  of 
a  neutral  State,  but  she  interested  Russia  in  the 
endeavor  to  get  his  person  into  her  power.  And 
it  is  not  easy  to  believe,  that,  after  all  this  had 
been  done,  she  would  have  been  moved  to  release 
him,  from  clemency  to  the  individual,  or  respect 
to  a  weak  State,  whose  feebleness  had  provoked 
so  ffross  a  violation  of  its  independence. 

But,  there  is  another  instance,  in  every  respect 
more  distinguished  than  any  which  have  been 
yet  mentioned,  which  may  be  adduced  to  support 
the  doctrine  that  prisoners  of  war  are  not  to  be 
treated  as  criminals,  though  taken  in  arms  against 
their  native  countrv.  It  is  afibrded  by  the  con- 
duct of  the  King  of  Prussia  in  the  seven-years* 
war.  He  recruited  his  army  from  the  neighbor- 
ing States  of  Germany,  with  whom  he  was  at 
war,  and  at  one  lime  enlisted  seveniemi  thoumxnd 
Saxons,  who  were  not  only  the  subjects  g(  his 
enemy,  hot  his  prisoners ;  and  yet  we  hear  of  no 
executions  for  treason,  and  consequently  no  in- 
stances of  retaliation.  It  is  from  the  general  sub- 
mission of  the  States  of  Europe  to  the  rule  of 
civilized  war,  for  which  we  contend,  that  we  find 
the  subject  of  retaliation  occur  rather  in  treatises 
on  the  laws  of  nations,  than  in  the  examples  of 
history.  The  instances  are  numberless  in  which 
subjects  have  borne  arms  against  the  sovereign 
of  their  native  country,  have  been  taken  in  arms, 
and  have  been  treated  as  prisoners,  while  we  have 
not  had  one  single  instance  stated  where  the 
adopted  sovereign  has  interposed  his  protection, 
in  which  it  has  not  been  effectual 

The  sentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Gnos- 
venor)  lias  said  this  is  a  foreign  cause.  If  I  did 
not  consider  it  to  be  an  American  cause,  I  would 
abjure  and  abandon  it.  I  am  not  unaware^  that, 
by  the  protection  given  to  naturalised  citizens, 
some  men  of  the  worthless  and  flagitious  chaffao 
ter,  which  was  so  strongly  dejMeted  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  will  be  embraced  |  but, 
the  bomtiea  of  a  Goverainent  acting  neeeasarily 
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Uy  feneral  roles,  like  some  of  those  which  Pror- 
idence  dispenses  in  thb  life,  must  fall  without 
discrimiDation  oo  the  good  and  on  the  bad.  The 
cause,  boweyer,  is  not  therefore  a  bad  or  a  foreign 
cause.  It  is  the  cause  of  the  justice,  the  honor, 
the  sworn  faith,  of  the  GoTernmeot  and  the  peo- 
ple—of  the  oatiTe  people  of  the  soil— who  are 
Donnd  to  redeem  the  pledge  they  have  giren  to 
their  nataralized  brethren  to  protect  them.  And, 
if  some  unworthy  men  take  refuse  under  the 
aancttmry  of  its  protecting  shade^  tney  will  seek 
ic,  aad  enjoy  it,  as  the  felon  was  used  to  do  who 
fled  to  the  foot  of  the  altar  of  that  religion  which 
he  had  trampled  on  and  abused,  but  which  did 
not  therefore  reject  him  from  its  holy  asylum. 

And  BOW,  sir,  from  all  that  I  ha?e  said,  I  think 
I  ant  authorized  to  conclude,  that,  while  I  admit 
perpetual  all^iance  to  be  a  principle  of  the  muni- 
eipal  law  of  England  and  or  civilized  States  gen- 
tnlly^  the  power  of  naturalization  is  exercised,  at 
the  same  time,  by  all  those  States ;  and  that  they 
are  compatible  with  each  other.    That  the  right 
of  retaliation  does  not  depend  on  questions  of 
alloriance,  naturalization,  or  expatriation,  but  on 
the  laws  and  usages  of  civilized  war.    That  these 
concede  to  belligerent  sovereigns  the  right  of  pro- 
tecting by  retaliation,  if  necessary,  not  only  tneir 
natureltzed  subjects,  but  all  those  who  fight  under 
their  banners.    That  all  persons  taken  in  arms, 
without  regard  to  their  allegiance,  are  to  be  treated 
aa  prisoners  of  war,  deserters  only  excepted — ^nd 
that  the  fate  of  these  also  is  generally  mitigated. 
I  would  add  one  word  on  the  duty  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive.   It  is  the  general  duty  of  the  Executive 
to  proteet  by  retaliation,  if  necessary,  all  those 
who  fight  the  battles  of  the  country.    But  this  is 
a  duty  which  is  to  be  governed  by  circumstances, 
and  to  be  executed  with  ^reat  caution  and  sobri- 
ety, but  with  equal  decision  and  firmness.    If 
Gtoremment  has  been  pledged  to  protect  those 
who  have  borne  arms,  whether  naturalized  or 
not,  it  ought  to  extend  that  protection  at  erery 
haasard  and  by  every  sacrifice  which  may  result 
firoffl  a  judicious  exercise  of  the  right  of  retalia- 
tion.   It  ought  certainly  to  embrace  all  natural- 
ized citizens.    In  relation  to  British  subjects,  who 
have  not  been  naturalized,  who  may  be  in  the 
army,  they  ought  to  be  permitted  immediately  to 
reitrc  from  tte  service,  if  Government  has  the 
least  hesitation  in  extending  to  them  an  equal 
protection  with  its  naturalized  or  native  citizens. 
Indeed  it  appears  to  me  it  would  be  its  best  policy 
at  once  to  permit  every  British  subject  in  the 
terviee  to  retire— I  believe  it  would  not  diminish 
oar  forces  a  battalion — and  then  steadily  and 
firmly  defend  the  lives  of  those  who  have  been 
naturalized.    Thus  to  circumscribe  our  duties 
aad  tfrengthen  our  resolution  to  perform  them. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Gros- 
Tinoa)  has  said,  I  believe,  that  if  the  Chief 
Magistrate  execute  this  threat  of  retaliation,  and 
one  drop  of  American  blood  be  shed  in  conse- 
I  qoenee,  his  soul  will  be  crimsoned  with  it.  I 
wiU,  on  the  other  hand,  say,  if  he  shall  fail  to  re- 
taliate, if  circumstances  shall  unfortunately  re- 
quire and  authorize  such  a  conduct,  whatever 


may  be  the  sentence  of  our  day,  posterity,  judging 
more  justly,  will  lament  the  degradation  or  the 
country,  and  will  pity,  if  it  do  not  more  severely 
censure  the  weakness  of  the  magistrate  who 
failed  to  do  his  duty  and  support  the  character  of 
the  nation. 

Notes  by  Mr.  Cheves. 

(a)  **  Many  distinctions  will  be  neeessary  in  order  to 
give  a  complete  solution  to  the  celebrated  question, 
whether  a  man  may  quit  his  country  or  the  society  of 
whidi  he  is  a  member!  1.  The  children  have  a 
natnral  attachment  to  the  society  in  which  they  are 
bom :  being  obliged  to  acknowledge  the  protection  it 
has  granted  to  their  fathers,  they  are  obliged  to  it  in  a 
great  measure  for  their  birth  and  education.  They 
ought,  then,  to  love  it,  as  we  have  already  shown,  ex- 
press a  just  gratitude  to  it,  and  as  much  as  possible 
return  benefit  for  benefit.  We  have  just  observed  that 
they  have  a  right  to  enter  into  the  society  of  which 
their  fathers  were  members.  But  every  man  bom 
free,  the  son  of  a  citizen,  arrived  at  years  of  discretion, 
may  examine  whether  it  be  convenient  for  him  to  join 
in  the  society  for  which  he  was  destined  by  his  buth. 
If  he  finds  that  it  will  be  of  no  advantage  to  him  to 
remain  in  it,  he  is  at  liberty  to  leave  it,  making  a  re- 
turn for  what  has  been  done  in  his  favor,  and  preserv- 
ing, as  much  as  his  new  engagements  will  allow  him, 
the  sentiments  of  love  and  gratitude  he  owes  it.  More- 
over, a  man's  obligations  to  his  natnral  oountry  may 
change,  lessen,  or  entirely  vanish,  accordingly  as  fala 
shall  have  quitted  it  lawfully  and  with  good  reason,  in 
order  to  choose  another,  or  has  been  driven  from  it 
meritoriously,  or  contraiy  to  justice,  in  due  form  of 
law  or  by  vii^eace.  %  As  so<m  as  the  ditld  of  a  citi> 
sen  arrives  at  manhood  and  acts  as  a  eitasca,  he  tadtly 
assumes  that  character ;  his  obligations,  Wkib  those  of 
others  who  enter  expressly  and  in  due  form  into  en- 
gagements with  societj,  become  stronger  and  more 
extensive ;  but  the  case  is  very  difierent  with  respect  to 
him  of  whom  we  have  been  speaking.  When  a  soci- 
ety has  not  been  contracted  for  a  determinate  time,  it 
is  allowable  to  quit  it  when  that  separation  can  be  of 
no  detriment  to  the  society.  A  citizen  may  then  quit 
the  State  of  which  he  is  a  member,  provided  it  be  not 
such  a  conjuncture,  when  he  cannot  abandon  it  with- 
out doing  It  a  remarkable  prejudice." — Vatiel,  6. 1,  cA. 
19,  sec.  220. 

(6)  **  It  is  natural  to  consider  the  vessels  of  a  nation 
as  part  of  its  territory,  especially  when  they  sail  upon 
a  free  sea,  since  the  State  preserves  its  jurisdiction  in 
these  vessels.  And  as,  according  to  the  commonly 
received  customs,  this  jurisdiction  is  preserved  over 
the  vessels  even  in  parts  of  the  sea  subject  to  a  foreign 
dominion,  all  the  children  born  in  the  vessels  of  a  na« 
tion,  are  considered  as  bora  in  its  territoiy*  By  the 
same  reason  those  bom  in  a  foreign  vessel  are  reputed 
to  be  bora  in  a  foreign  country." — VaUel,  b.  1,  cL  19, 
sec.  216. 

"  It  is  from  the  same  reasons  that  the  children  bom 
out  of  the  country,  in  the  armies  of  a  State,  or  the 
house  of  its  Ministers  at  a  foreign  Court,  are  reputed 
to  be  bora  in  the  country ;  for  a  citizen  absent  firom 
his  family  on  the  service  of  the  State,  and  who  lives 
under  its  dependence  and  jurisdiction,  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  being  gone  out  of  its  territory." —  Vattelf  b.  1, 
ch.  19,  sec.  217. 

(c)  Lord  Mulgrave  said.  '*  he  rose  chiefly  to  answer 
one  part  of  the  speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
spoke  last,  which  related  to  retaliation."   **A  contraiy 
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doctriae,  he  9aid,  would  lead  to  the  most  dreadful  sit- 
uation,  for  if  the  enemy  should  pursue  this  method  of 
assassination^  and  should  find  that  we  do  not  do  every- 
thing in  our  power  to  deter  them,  they  would  bully 
us  from  day  to  day  with  the  threat  of  it,  for  the  purpose 
of  inspiring  terror.  He  knew  it  was  not  the  custom 
of  civilized  nations  or  of  modern  times  to  put  prisoners 
of  war  to  death ;  but  if  our  enemies  deserted  that 
civilized  practice,  we  most  in  justice  to  ourselves  retal- 
iate. He  wae,  perhaps,  going  to  involve  himself  in 
what  he  was  going  to  say»  but  candor  demanded  it 
and  he  should  iq>eak  plainly.  The  ground  on  which 
he  intended  to  proceed  at  Toulon  was  this — he  should 
have  sent  out  a  flag  of  trace,  stating  to  the  enemy* 
that,  if  any  such  violence  to  the  law  of  nations  and  the 
feelings  of  humanity  were  ofiered  by  them,  he  should 
man  for  man  retaliate ;  and,  Jiowever  cruel  that  nught 
sofim  in  us,  and  however  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of 
.  human  nature,  he  was  ready  to  declare  he  believed  it 
to  be  necessaiy  in  such  a  situation,  for  if  we  did  not 
proceed  on  equal  terms  we  could  not  carry  on  the  war 
at  aU.** 

In  ano^r  part  of  the  debate  he  said,  **  While  he 
had  die  command  of  the  British  troops  there,  (Toulon,) 
and  the  French  who  voluntarily  flocked  to  their  stand- 
ard, under  the  authority  and  invitation  of  His  Majes- 
ty's proclamation,  he  had  always  considered  the  latter 
entttied  to  the  same  protection,  in  every  respect,  from 
him  at  the  British  troops^*' 

Ms.D«ikdBssaid:  **  From  this  topic  he  would  refrain, 
net  because  he  wae  less  advene  to  every  calamitous 
censeqnence  of  retaliation,  but  because  he  considered 
e«ttiything  that  might  or  could  be  said  upon  the  sub- 
ject, under  the  present  circsunstaneea,  te  be  injudicious 
and  imprudent*  Gesenla  who  ibr  humanity  and  wia- 
dem  have  been  inferior  to  none  who  havo  yet  livedo 
have  found  t«  neoesaanr,  in  the  field  of  battle^  to  tiiop 
crael^  by  TBtalittieay  ^^Bverything  on  thiaeubjeot, 
he  sasd,  depends  upon  cuctnnstanees,  sneh  as  the  con- 
d«ct  and  character  of  an  enemy,  whether  he  be  polish-'' 
ed  er  savage,  honorable  or  iinpi>incipled." 

Mr<  Bufke  said,  <<As  a  general  principle,  founded  on 
poKey  and  &e  laws  of  nations,  I  am  ready  to  repeat 
and  maintain,  that  retaliation  of  any  severity  which  an 
enemy  may  practiee,  is  right  and  proper.  The  lex 
tttUoma  is  a  part  of  the  law  of  nations,  as  founded  on 
that  of  nature,  liiese  corps  must  be  considered  purely 
as  a  part  of  the  army  under  whose  banners  they  serve. 
God  Ibrbid  that  the  authors  of  murder  should  not  find 
it  recoil  on  their  own  heads.  Such  is  my  opinion  re- 
lative to  the  justice  and  poKcy  of  retaliation.  I  would 
suflbr  no  one  act  of  severity  to  pass  unretaliated.^ — 
"  To  the  honor  of  practical  humanity  only  four  in- 
^  staacee  of  wanton  and  unnecessary  murder  occurred 
thMugh  the  whole  course  of  the  American  war :  a  for- 
bearance which  reflects  equal  credit  on  both  parties. 
In  the  hisloiy  of  princes  some  instances  of  unneces- 
savy  severity  may  be  found,  but  their  general  practice 
is  just  and  merciful.  I,  for  instance,  think  the  Came- 
ron and  Radefiffe,  in  the  latler  parts  of  our  own  his- 
tMf,  shoirid  not  have  been  executed*  In  1688,  the 
Irish  hngadee  were  taken  into  the  senrice  of  France 
and  retained  their  own  uniform,  yet  flogland,  though 
often  coorageoualyoppoeed  by  these  troops,  has  not  in 
ai^  instance  treated  them  as  rebels,  when  the  fortune 
of  war  cast  them  in  their  power.  In  the  rebellion  of 
1746,  a  whole  regiment  of  them  were  taken,  but  no 
severity  was  practised.  France,  under  Louis  XIY, 
condnoiod  herself  in  the  same  way.    Many  of  her 


regiments,  ailer  the  cruel  and  impolitio  revocation  o£ 
the  edict  of  Nantz,  were  taken  into  the  pay  of  Prussia^ 
Holland,  and  Britain ;  yet  she  never  sacrificed  theaa 
troops  when  they  became  prisoners.  The  battle  of 
Fontenoy  was  gained  principally  from  the  exertions  of 
the  Irish  brigades ;  and  though  they  fought  in  open 
rebellion,  these  extremities  were  not  thought  oC  Lord 
Ligonier,  an  oflicer  of  great  note  in  riie  English  ser» 
vice,  a  Frenchman  by  birth,  when  taken  prisoner  fight- 
ing against  France,  was  exchanged  in  the  usual  coufm 
for  an  officer  of  the  same  rank.  Fact  is  the  mortal 
enemy  of  declamation,  as  analysis  is  of  rhetorie ;  and, 
perhaps,  from  some  decay  of  imagination  Mkewisoi  I 
feel  much  inclined  to  avail  myself  of  these  advaota^sn. 
on  this  occasion.  The  sakne  instaneea  of  mengr  and^ 
forbearance  may  be  collected  from  the  oenduet  of  Oef* 
many,  Sweden,  and  every  other  Power  in  Buaope." 

When  Mr.  Chbvis  coneluded^ — 

Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  ChairmaD,  I/ise  for  the  purpose  of  solicit* 
ing  the  aueotion  of  the  Committee  for  a  short 
time.  I  do  it  with  great  and  unaffected  relue- 
tancei  as  I  am  conscious  that  my  remarks  moat 
be  of  a  desultory  nature;  and  that  so  able,  elabo* 
rate,  and  eloquent,  has,  beeu  the  manner  in  wbiea 
the  bil)  OD  your  table,  and  the  topics  connected 
with  it,  have  already  oeen  discussed,  asaiiaoat  to 
preclude  the  hope  that  it  will  be  in  my  power  ta 
add  aaytbing,  either  to  instruct  the  understand* 
ing  or  interest  the  feelings.  In  truth,  when  thia 
bill  was  introduced,  it  was  not  my  intention  ta 
make  it  the  subject  of  a  single  remark;  but|  aa 
reflection,  I  was  convinced  that  there  wo»ld  be 
a  propriety  in  my  stating  the  reasons  by  which  I 
should  be  governed  in  my  vote,  and  the  ground, 
on  which  iwas  prepared  to  justify  it.  This  was 
the  extent  of  nay  wish  and  intention ;  and  evea 
this  wish  and  intention,  I  believe,  I  should  have 
foregone,  (after  one  ineffectual  attempt  to  obtaia 
the  floor)  had  it  not  been  that  some  remarks  were 
made  yesterday,  in  the  course  of  debate,  which, 
in  my  opinion,  demand  attention*  The  bill  undec 
consideration,  should  the  blank  be  filled,  in  the 
manner  proposed  by  the  honorable  chairman  of^ 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  will  author- 
ize the  loan  of  twentv-five  millions  of  doUara.. 
To  pay  the  interest  or  the  debt,  thus  to  he  cre- 
ated, it  will  be  necessary  to  continue  a  system  of 
taxation,  odious  and  oppressive  to  the  people* 
The  principal  of  the  debt  will,  1  presume,  do* 
scend  as  a  burden  to  posterity. 

It  is  not  my  purpose,  however,  to  controvert 
the  facts  stated  by  the  honorable  chairnuui  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  or  his  reasoninc 
upon  those  facts — though  that  reasoning,  I  think, 
was  more  specious  than  solid.  I  admit  that  the 
resources  of  this  country,  under  the  fostering 
hand  of  a  wise,  prudent,  and  efficient  Admioia- 
tration,  would  be  equal  to  meet  a  debt  of  thia. 
and  even  of  a  larger  amount.  But  I  am  opposea 
to  this  bill,  because  its  object  is  to  place  mooty 
in  the  hands  of  the  present  Administratioo,  tQ. 
enable  them  to  pursue  a  system  of  measures  and 
a  course  of  policy  hostile,  as  I  think,  to  the  b^ac  . 
interests  of  this  country;  to  eneble  them  to  coa*» 
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UBM  tbe  w»r  in  iirliieh  we  tte  now  engaged  ;  a 

WW  whiek)  I  bciliewe  in  mj  eooiateave,  wws  in  its 

ongia  amiecessary   aod  inexpedieat;  which   is 

pniMiiied  without  aajr  adequate  eause ;  which, 

la  itt  ^Kogreiu^  has   brought  heavf  and  severe 

a&amiiics  ii|K>a  our  eoootry  ;  and  which,  if  pro- 

tiaMei  ta  any  distant  period,  will,  I  fear,  be  pro- 

dneiift  of  eoosequenees  the  most  disastrous. 

While  I  e\aiaa  the  pririlege  of  aDimadvertiog 
Q^  the  taeaswres  of  the  Administration,  I  im* 
psaeh  not  the  naotives  of  gentlemen  who  main* 
tain  o^inioas  different  from  my  own.  It  is  my 
daty«  however,  to  act  accordtag  to  the  deliber- 
ate deeinoat  of  my  own  understanding,  and  the 
clear  con? ietions  of  my  own  conscience. 

An  honorable  gentleniaa  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
Mc&m,)  who  spoke  rery  briefly  on  this  question, 
in  MB  early  stage  of  this  debate,  protested  against 
gntng  hadt  to  the  causes  of  this  war.  I  intend 
laafaitaiay  in  a  great  measure,  from  that  ooasid- 
entfton;  not  that  I  think  it  impertinent  to  the 
qacition  hefore  as;  but  it  is  not  my  wish  to  tres- 
ftm  on  the  patience  of  the  Oommittee  by  ditat- 
mf  on  a  sabject  very  familiar  to  them,  and  which 
b£|  on  this,  and  other  occasions,  been  discassed 
w^h  an  ability  to  whieb  I  can  have  no  prete»- 


The 


the  Opposition,  as  they  are 


caaybatically  denominated,  are  acctned  of  ineon- 
■irtcwty,  in  adaaitttng  that  Great  Britain  has  done 
ne^awoag,  and,  at  toe  same  tkne,  persisting  in 
callMg  this  war  unjust.  It  is  not  erery  wrtNBg 
that  will  joatify  a  nation  iu  resorting  to  arms  to 
ohtain  ledrese.  War,  it  has  been  well  said,  is  the 
eattamiiy  of  hnmaa  eril.  The  most  successful 
war,  in  a  Government  like  oars,  must  bring  with 
ky  ^  aecesaity,  a  numerous  train  of  calamities. 
It  inoreases  the  pablio  burdens;  it  impoverishes 
the  p^ofHe^  relaxea  the  moral  hahits,  promoter  a 
spiffH  or  licentionsntss,  unnerves  the  band  of  in* 
diuftry,  and,  by  elevating  the  mtiilary  above  the- 
etril  aacbority,  endangers  our  liberties*  h  was 
aai^i  1  thtttfc,  by  a  gentleaMB  of  Virffinia,  form- 
erijr  a  distinguished  member  of  this  House,  that 
than  GorernoMnt  was  not  calculated  for  offensive 
war;  that  it  was  patting  the  Constitution  to  a 
icat'wlHch  it  could  not  endure.  Tbere  is,  in  my 
offtaioa,  maeh  wisdom  in  the  remark.  The  situ* 
atiaa  to  whieh  we  are  reduced  is  sufficient  evi* 
dancaoC  the  evils  of  war;  our  frontier  is  deso* 
kiiad  %  eat  commerce  ruined ;  our  Treaeur|F  «x- 
Jmosted;  the  people  discoutented  and  divided, 
yet  we  were  precipitated  into  war,  "as  if  it  was 
a  maliar  of  experiment,"  "an  idle  frolic,"  "as  if 
ikm  4«re  goddess,  who  presides  over  it,  with  her 
WMrdaroBs  spear  in  her  haadv  and  her  gorgon  at 
her  breasly  was  a  eoqoetle  to  be  flirted  witb«" 

Far  what  are  we  prosecuting  this  war  1  For 
a  eause,  aa  has  been  shown  by  an  honoiable  pen* 
tlemaa  from  Ncnth  Carolina,  (Mr.  QAaron))  ibr 
wrbidi  war  was  not  declared--far  sailors'  rights. 
The  -violation  of  sailors'  rights  is  now  the  pro- 
fimaod  eause  of  this  war,  and  the  protection  of 
them  i  te  aro  wed  objett.  The  subject  ef  im  press* 
meat  under  the  Administration  of  Washii^ten, 
aver  theTigihint  gaardtan  of  the  ri^itaand  htiaor 


of  his  country ;  under  that  of  Mr.  Adams  and 
that  of  Mr.  Je£ferson,  was  not  considered  a  suffix 
cient  cause  of  war;  nor  was  it  so  considered  by 
Mr.  Madison  himself  at  the  time  of  the  arrange- 
ment with  Mr.  Brskine.  The  honorable  Spbaebs 
has  just  acknowledged,  that,  in  his  opinion,  war 
wonid  not  have  been  declared  at  the  time  it  was 
declared,  but  for  the  Orders  in  Council. 

It  does  appear  to  me,  that  the  subject  of  im* 
pressment  is  indebted  for  the  very  great  imoer* 
tance  now  attached  to  it,  to  the  revocation  ot  the 
Orders  in  Council.  But  allow  that  impressment 
famishes  a  just  cause  of  war  against  Gkeat  Brit- 
ain, can  wo  hope  to  obtain  from  her  more  upon 
this  point  by  arms  thaa  bv  amicable  ne^tiation? 
It  is  well  known  that  this  riffht.  which  Great 
Britain  claims  to  exercise,  oTtaKing  from  the 
merchant  vessels  of  other  nations  her  own  native 
seamen,  is  considered  by  her  as  essential  to  her 
maritime  strength ;  in  other  words,  as  essential 
to  her  national  existence ;  and,  so  strongly  is  this 
claim  supported  by  national  sentiment,  that  no 
Ministry  would  dace  to  surrender  it.  She  may 
coDjsent  to  an  arrangement  upon  this  snl^t, 
which,  without  derogating  from  the  right,  may 
render  the  exercise  of  it  less  liable  to  abase,  ana 
less  injurious  to  this  oouatry;  but  this  can  be  ob- 
tained only  by  negotiation. 

It  ot»ht  to  be  considered,  that  this  is  not  a 
novel  claim  set  up  by  Great  Britain.  It  has  been 
ezerdsed  by  her  for  a  groat  length  of  time,  evea 
long  before  we  existed  as  an  independent  nation^ 
founded  upon  principles  whieh  she  holds  saersd*- 
that  every  nation,  in  tivM  of  war,  has  a  right  W' 
the  services  of  its  citizens ;  and  that  allegianee  ia- 
perpetual.  But  an  honorable  gentleman  freaa- 
Kentucky  (Mr.  MoirFooMBar)  denies  to  Great 
Britain  the  right  to  impress  her  own  seamen  ia 
her  own  territorial  jnnsdietioo;  it  being,  as  hm 
says,  in  violatioB  of  the  principles  of  Magmm 
dkarta. 

This  I  ctmsider  a  question  between  the  BrKish 
subject  and  his  Government,  with  which  we  have 
nothing  to  do.  The  practice  of  impressment  has 
been  justified  by  some  of  her  ablest  and  most 
popular  writers ;  even  by  Junius  himself,  the  great 
champion  of  Opposition,  in  his  time,  and  has  been 
recognised  as  a  part  of  the  common  law  b^  tha 
judicial  decisions  of  some  of  her  most  emioeat 
iud|;es.  Though  the  claim  of  Great  Britain  is 
limited  to  her  own  seamen,  yet  it  is  true  that- 
American  seamen  are  sometimes  taken  by  mis* 
take,  and  sometimes  by  the  wanton  act  of  tha 
British  naval  officers.  The  naaher  of  ouv  sa»* 
men  thus  ukea  I  think,  however,  has  been  greatly 
exaggerated.  Many  British  seamen  passes  Amo* 
rican  under  American  protections,  in  obtaining 
wliicb  great  frauds  are  practised.  Bot  whatever' 
wmy  be  the  extent  of  the  injury  which  wesafhr 
by  imptessflMnt,  I  should  be  as  much  gmtified  as 
anv  person  coold  an  adeqaace  remedy  be  pf#« 
vided  for  iu  But  bow  are  we  to  obtain  satisfae- 
tion  by  prosecuting  this  warf  I  shall  be  aa«^ 
swered— A>y  the  conquest  of  Canada.  The  con- 
quest of  Canada,  for  the  purpoeeof  ineorporatiag 
I  it  into  the  UnJan,  though  it  may  oome  "  within 
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the  toope  of  the  policy"  of  some  ffentlemeoi  is, 
in  my  apprehension,  a  project  so  wild,  and  I  hope 
I  mav  be  pardoned  the  expression,  so  preposter- 
ous, that  I  cannot  believe  it  will  receive  the  delib- 
erate sanction  of  a  majority  of  this  Committee, 
mneh  less  of  the  nation.  Sad  experience  must 
have  convinced  us  that  Canada  cannot  be  con- 
quered without  a  great  expense  of  blood  and 
treasure ;  and,  when  acquired,  it  cannot  be  worth 
to  us  the  price  at  which  we  must  purchase  it. 
We  have  territories  enough.  Instead  of  strength- 
eniogf  it  would  weaken  the  Union. 

As  to  the  conquest  of  Canada  as  the  means  of 
obtaining  a  satisfactory  peace,  as  an  instrument 
of  negotiation,  I  presume  the  most  sanguine  do 
not  indulge  the  expectation  of  effecting  uiat  con- 
quest under  six  or  nine  months;  certamly  not  in 
time  to  assist  us  in  the  present  negotiation ;  andy 
should  we  obtain  possession  of  Canada,  we  never 
shall  be  able  to  extort  from  Great  Britain,  or  pnr- 
cliase  from  her,  hy  the  surrender  of  it,  any  con- 
cession upon  the  point  in  controversy,  of  sufficient 
importance  to  justify  the  sacrifices  we  must  make 
in  the  acquisition  or  it. 

I  stand  not  here  to  eulogize  the  character  of 
Great  Britain,  or  to  exalt  her  power ;  but  to  pur- 
sue the  true  interest  of  my  country,  as  far  as  my 
feeble  understanding  can  enable  me  to  ascertain 
it.  I  do  not,  however,  consider  it  as  any  proof 
of  the  want  of  patriotism  not  to  subscribe  to  the 
philippics  pronounced  by  gentlemen  against  Brit-* 
«iu.  In  assailing  her  in  the  manner  they  have, 
it  seems  to  me  that  passion  triumphs  over  judg- 
ment, and  that,  while  advocating  the  cause  of 
our  holy  religion,  they  forget  that  charity  is  its 
vital  principle. 

But  it  is  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  passage 
of  this  bill  is  necessary  for  defensive  purposes ; 
and  gentlemen  iiave  on  this,  and  on  former  occa- 
sions, in  strains  of  impassioned  eloquence,  directed 
our  attention  to  the  sufieHngs  of  the  people  on 
our  frontier.  I  charge  not  gentlemen  with  ex- 
travagance or  exaggeration  on  this  subject.  The 
picture  which  they  drew,  glowing  as  it  was,  does 
not,  I  believe,  exceed  the  reality.  Your  frontier 
has  be^n  desolated  and  drenched  in  blood.  Your 
towns  have  been  sacked  and  burnt.  Defenceless 
women  and  children  have  been  compelled,  at  an 
inclement  season,  to  abandon  their  homes  in  ter- 
ror and  despair.  Convince  me  that  your  meas- 
Qies  are  to  be  defensive;  that  your  Army  is  des- 
tined to  repel  the  incursions  of  the  enemy,  and 
to  restore  tranquillity  and  safety  to  our  borders ; 
as  much  as  I  reprobate  this  war  I  will,  notwith- 
standing, go  as  far  as  anv  gentleman  on  this  floor 
in  granting  means  to  the  Government  to  efiect 
these  objects.  But,  for  offensive  operations,  for 
the  conquest  of  Canada,  I  will  not,  by  my  vote, 
grant  one  dollar.  In  acting  thus,  I  am  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  Constitutional  right,  in  the  perform- 
ance of  a  Constitutional'  duty ;  with  my  opinion, 
I  ehould  be  a.  traitor  to  my  trust  if  I  acted  other- 
wise. I  know  it  has  been  said  out  of  this  House 
(and  the  doctrine,  in  my  opinion,  has  been  too 
much  countenanced  on  this  floor)  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  citizen,  and  our  duty  as  Represcnta^ 


tives,  to  contribute — voluntarily  to  contribute,  to 
the  vigorous  prosecution  of  this  war,  without  re> 
curring  to  its  origin,  or  calling  in  question  its 
justice  or  necessity.  Against  this  doctrine  I  pro- 
test. It  savors  too  much  of  the  old  tory  doctrine 
of  passive  obedience  and  non-resistance  to  be 
grateful  to  republican  feelings.  It  is  repugnanC 
to  the  genius  of  our  free  institutions.  It  is  at  war 
with  the  first  principles  of  civil  liberty.  If  this  doc- 
trine is  to  be  acted  upon  as  correct,  the  blood  of 
your  Revolutionary  heroes  has  been  shed  in  vain  ; 
your  boasted  liberty  is  but  an  empty  boast;  yoar 
Constitution  a  dead  letter;  and  worse,  it  insults 
you  with  a  show  of  liberty,  when  sufiering  under 
the  vilest  bondage^ 

Where  do  gentlemen  find  this  doctrine?  Do 
they  find  it  in  the  land  of  our  ancestors?  Do 
they  find  it  in  the  writings  or  speeches  of  the 
statesmen  or  orators  of  that  countiy  ?  When  the 
Colonies  raised  the  standard  of  revolt,  were  the 
lips  of  Opposition  sealed?  Did  not  that  greet 
and  enlightened  statesman,  the  Earl  of  Cbatbam^ 
whose  eloquence  carried  terror  to  the  Throne,  pro* 
nounce  Gkeat  Britain  the  aggressor?  Did  he  not 
call  the  war,  on  her  part,  unnatural  and  unjust  7 
Did  he  not  rejoice  that  America  had  resisted  t 
Did  he  not  express  his  love  and  admiration  of  the 
Americans  for  contending  for  their  rights?  Did 
he  not,  in  fact,  exhaust  the  language  of  ever^" 
term  of  reproach  and  invective,  and  apply  it  to 
the  Ministry?  Did  he  not  charge  them  with 
temerity,  with  obstinacy,  with  incapacity^  witk 
the  most  notorious  servility  and  corruption  ?  He 
did,  and  drew  upon  himself  the  denunciation  of 
that  Ministrjr.  They  accused  him,  and  thone 
who  acted  with  him,  with  aiding  and  abetting^ 
the  enemy,  and  weakening  the  arm  of  Govern- 
ment. But  a  minority,  it  is  said,  may  be  unprin* 
pled;  that  is  true,  and  it  is  equally  true,  that  a 
majority  may  be  corrupt.  Any  party,  whether 
nkinority  or  majority,  who  pursue  an  interest  dis- 
tinct from  the  interest  of  their  country,  who  ad- 
vocate or  oppose  measures  for  other  reasons  than 
those  of  puDlio  good,  are  a  faction. 

It  is  wrong,  however,  to  argue  from  the  ocea- 
sional  abuse  of  a  privilej^  against  the  privilege 
itself.  A  minority,  in  this  country,  are  bound  by- 
no  limits  but  the  laws,  the  Constitution,  and  theur 
own  consciences.  Within  those  limits  they  luive 
a  right  to  range,  with  the  privilege  of  discussiqn 
free  as  air,  restrained  by  no  rules  but  those  which 
decorum  and  civility  prescribe. 

But  it  is  said  we  are  acting  in  opposition  to  the 
sentiments  of  the  people ;  that  the  war  is  popular, 
and  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  it  demanded  by 
the  feelinffs  of  the  nation.  As  to  that  part  of  tto 
country  from  which  I  have  the  honor  to  conae, 
this  war  ever  has  been,  and  I  trust,  ever  will  be, 
an  unpopular  and  an  odious  war,  especially  as  to 
the  proposed  conquest  of  Canada. 

Ujpon  this  subject  there  i%  hardly  a  division  of 
senument.  Men  wha  rally  under  the  banners  of 
the  Administration  upon  every  other  question, 
put  their  faces  against  them  on  this. 

I  speak  not  merely  of  the  merchants,  that  rt» 
spectahie  class  of  the  community.    I  speak  of  tbe 
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real  ttrength  of  every  free  coontry,  the  sabstan- 
M  yeomanry  ^    the  hardy  cultiFators  of  their 
own  soil,  who  -will   defend  that  soil  with  their 
ketrl's  blood.     The  subtlety  of  lawyers  has  not 
cheated  them  into   the  opinions  they  entertain. 
They  hare  formed  them  by  consulting  iheir  own 
good  feeiinga,  their  own   plain,  unsophisticated 
uaderstandlngs.     I  regret  that  I  am  under  the 
necessity   of  mmking  any  remarks  that  may  be 
coD^deted  in  an^r  degree  as  local.    I  disclaim  all 
infidious  comparisons  between  the  different  parts 
of  the  United  States;  but  there  have  been  so 
many  dlonons  to  the  State  from  which  I  hare 
the  honor  to  come,  and  to  the  spirit  which  is  sup- 
posed to  manifeat  itself  there,  that  I  feel  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
to  the  subject.     There  is  nothing  in  the  charac- 
ter of  my  native  State  that  I  shallblnsh  to  defend. 
ncre  is  nothing  in  the  character  of  my  imme- 
diate constitnents  which  should  humble  me  on 
Ait  ioor  as  their  representative,  unless  it  be  the 
eonseiousness  that  they  have  conferred  on  me  an 
honor  beyond  my  merits. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
CuTBBBBT,)  whose  animated  speech  I  heard  with 
die  most  friendly  interest  and  attention,  said  that 
the  inhabitants  of  New  England  were  jealous  of 
their  rif^ts.  The  people  of  this  country  were 
eharaeterixed  by  Edmund  Burke  as  men  jeslous 
of  tbctr  rights,  alike  to  every  invasion  or  sas- 
poaed  invasion  of  them;— ^^^ Who  auip^red  mis- 
foremment  at  a  distance,  and  snuned  the  ap- 
proach of  tyranny  in  every  tainted  breeze." 

The  people  of  whom  I  speak,  still  possess  some 
ponion  of  that  spirit.  Such  being  their  temper, 
they  may  be  betrayed  into  excesses  from  an  ex- 
eilenieDt  of  feeling ;  they  may  fieiil  into  errors  of 
opinion  from  want  of  information ;  but  it  is  not 
wise  in  Government  to  attempt  to  reclaim  them 
by  insnltii^  their  prejudices,  if  prejudices  they 
entertain,  or  by  treating  with  indifference  or  con- 
tempt their  complaints,  founded  on  their  honest 
eOBvietieas.  The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
hnre  passed  no  act  which  they  had  not  a  Consti- 
tntional  ri^ht  to  adopt.  They  know  their  duty, 
and  will  perform  it.  They  know  their  rights,  too, 
and  will,  I  trust,  maintain  them.  There  are^  and 
1  am  proud  to  say  it,  some  of  the  few  sdrvivors 
of  the  good  old  Revolution  high  in  the  councils 
of  my  native  State-^men  who  staked  their  lives 
OB  the  issue  of  that  contest  which  terminated  in 
the  acknowledgment  of  our  independence — men 
vho^  in  the  path  of  doty,  will  be  as  little  dis- 
mayed by  the  glitter  of  hostile  steel  as  by  the 
gHtter  of  the  tinselled  nnvective  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Qeorgia,  (Mr.  Forsyth.) 

Qreat  severity  of  remark  has  been  indulged  in 
relatioo  to  a  distinguished  individual  in  the  Le- 
Mftatore  of  Massachusetts.  That  individual  I 
Know.  He  is  a  .man  of  bright  honor,  and  incor- 
ruptible integrity,  who  knows  his  whole  duty,  and 
is  fearless  in  the  performance  of  it ;  the  worthy 
son  of  an  illustrious  patriot,  who,  in  the  Cradle 
of  our  Independence,  by  his  zeal  and  eloquence, 
animated  his  fellow-citizens  to  a  manly  resist- 
of  the  tyrannical  encroachments  of  Britain. 


Can  it  be  matter  of  surprise  that  disafiection 
to  your  cause  should  prevail  among  the  people  of 
Massachusetts,  when  it  is  deemed  necessarv,  in 
support  of  that  cause,  to  resort  to  measures,  which, 
in  their  opinion,  violate  their  rights — which  cut 
them  off  from  those  pursuits  which  are  essential 
to  their  prosperity,  and  which  habit  has  rendered 
almost  necessary  to  their  existence? 

The  measures  of  Government  have  borne  with 
such  severity  upon 'the  pecTfjle  of  that  State,  as 
to  excite  in  them  the  suspicion  that  their  rulers 
are  indifferent,  if  not  hostile,  to  their  interests. 
The  embargo  is  not  calculated  to  remove  that 
suspicion.  By  this  act  the  wretched  remnant  of 
that  commerce  which  has  survived  your  war 
measures  has  been  annihilated  at  a  blow.  At  the 
time  they  are  called  upon  to  contribute  to  the 
exigencies  of  Governments  they  are  deprived  of 
the  means  of  complying  with  the  demand.  They 
are  attached  to  the  Cfonstitution ;  they  are  at- 
tached to  the  union  of  the  States;  they  have 
considered  it  the  rock  of  their  salvation ;  they 
will  support  it,  until  they  shall  be  convinced  he- 
ir ond  all  question — until  there  shall  not  be  left 
"a  loop  to  hang  a  doubt- on" — that  the  great  pur- 
poses for  which  that  Union  was  formed  are  to 
be  deliberately,  systematically,  and  permanently 
abandoned. 

Gkntlemen  of  the  majority  have  been  very  lib* 
eral  in  their  advice  and  instruction  to  the  minor- 
ity. As  one  of  that  minority,  I  feel  a  grateful 
sense  of  the  oblig^stion  I  am  under,  and  am  so- 
licitous, as  far  as  in  mjr  power,  to  discharge  the 
debt  or  gratitude.  It  is  not  for  me  to  instruct 
gentlemen  of  their  experience  and  wisdom.  I 
would  ask  them,  howeverj  dnd  ask  them  in  the 
spirit  of  friendship,  if  there  is  not  reason  to  dis- 
trust the  correctness  of  that  system  of  measures 
which  they  are  pursuing,  when  they  find  its  ef- 
fects have  been  so  disastrous  ?  Let  them  restore 
peace  to  their  bleeding  and  suffering  country;  let 
them  remove  the  shackles  from  commerce ;  let 
them  abandon  the  restrictive  system  ;  let  them 
increase  theNavv,  the  cheap  and  natural  defence 
of  the  country  ;  let  them  extend  an  equal  regard 
to  the  interests  of  every  part  of  the  Union ;  let 
them,  in  fact,  return  to  tne  policy  of  Washing- 
ton, "  the  first  in  our  dangers,  the  wisest  in  our 
days  of  peace."  In  this  way  they  will  put  down 
opposition.  The  people  will  forget  their  errors 
in  the  returning  prosperity  of  the  country.  For 
myself,  I  solemnly  declare  I  care  not  of  what 
political  party  are  our  rulers,  if  they  be  men  of 
understanding  to  discern  the  true  interest  of  the 
country,  and  integrity  to  pursue  it.  That  Ad- 
ministration is  the  best  which  renders  the  people 
most  happy. 

When  Mr.  Baylies  had  ended  his  speech,  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Fridat,  February  25. 

Mr.  Beall  presented  a  resolution  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  requesting  that  measures  may  be  taken 
to  secure  prompt  and  reasonable  compensation  to 
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the  cilizcQs  of  that  State  for  supDlies  and  other 
property  furnished  detachmeats  or  militia  io  the 
public  service.— Referred  to  the  Commiltee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Lattimo&e  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  praying 
that  measures  may  be  taken  to  ascertain  aiid 
adjust  their  claims  to  certain  tracts  of  land  in  said 
Territory.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  McKee,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
JLands,  reported  a  bill  permitting  certain  locations 
of  land  to  be  made,  and  granting  donations  of 
land  to  certain  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  New- 
Madrid,  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri ;  which  was 
raul  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  routes;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Arooer,  from  the  Committee  of  CJaims, 
reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
*'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Wilson;"  which 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Qoldsborouqb,  of  Ma- 
ryland, so  to  amend  the  rules  of  the  House  as  to 
extend  the  honor  of  admission  within  the  bar  of 
the  House  to  such  gentlemen  as  have  at  any  time 
previous  been  at  the  head  of  any  Department  of 
the  Government,  was  uken  up,  and  adopted. 

0(1  motion  of  Mr.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  bill  reported  by  him  for  the  better  organiza- 
tion of  the  Courts  df  the  United  States  for  the 
district  of  New  York,  passed  through  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  the  third  reading,  without  amendment. 

[This  bill  apportions  the  official  duties  between 
the  two  district  judges  for  the  district,  die.] 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  asain  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  Loan  bill. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
oppose  this  bill,  because  it  will  provide  the  means 
to  effect  an  unrighteous  end.  They  say  that  the 
war  was  unjust  in  its  commencement.  That,  if 
originally  just^  it  is  now  unnecessary,  as  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  are  revoked. 

That  impressment,  of  itself,  was  never  consid- 
ered a  cause  of  war. 

That  the  war  might  have  been  honorably  avoid- 
ed, by  the  arrangement  made  by  Mr.  Monroe  and 
Mr.  Finkney,  and 

That  the  system  of  retaliation,  resorted  to  by 
the  President,  has  given  to  the  war  a  character 
of  ferocit^r  unknown  to  civilized  nations. 

Sir,  before  I  proceed  to  detect  and  expose  the 
fallacy  of  these  assertions,  permit  roe  to  call  back 
¥our  attention  to  our  glorious  Revolution — not 
Uke  the  revolutions  of  £urope,  the  exchange  of 
one  tyrant  for  another,  but  a  revolution  of  princi- 


ples, wheireby  the  sovereignty  of  Kings  was  over- 
turned, aiul  the  sovereignty  of  the  pepple  ^st»b- 
lished  on  its  ruins. 

By  the  great  charter  of  our  independence,  it  is 
expressly  declared,  "  that  all  men  are  by  naiare 
^  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator 
'  with  certain  unalienable  rights ;  that  amo»^ 
*  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  hapipi- 
'  piness."  That  all  legitimate  power  flows  fro|n 
the  people,  and  is^  to  be  ezereised,  only,  to  pro- 
mote their  happiness. 

This,  sir,  is  the  fair  fabric  of  our  rights,  eoo- 
struoted  by  the  proscribe  patriouof  the  ReToLu- 
tion,  and  cemented  by  the  blood  of  our  quart/red 
heroes.  From  this  fountain  flows  our  Const iui- 
tion,  constructed,  expressly,  "  to  secure  the  Uea- 
sinfl^  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity  ;" 
and  I  conjure  you,  by  the  sacred  obligations  aiMier 
which  you  act,  to  protect  those  aaered  righus  «o 
solemnly  secured. 

.  i  will  now  proceed  to  show  tliat  the  war  itms 
just  in  its  commencement;  that  the  Orders  in 
Council  are  not  revoked;  that  the  impressoaeat 
of8eamen,is,of  itself,a just oauseof  war;  tiMt  the 
arrangement  made  by  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr  PiJik- 
ney  could  not  have  been  honorably  adopted,  Uttd 
that  the  retaliatory  system  lesorled  to  by  the 
President  was  not  an  act  of  ferocity  but  c^  k«- 
manity 

Sir,  that  the  war  was  just  in  its  eomoMaee- 
ment  will  appear  by  a  short  review  of  the  eaaaes 
that  produced  it.  In  the  year  1702,  the  veo- 
erable  Washington  declared  that  the  praetiee  of 
impressment  was  intolerable,  and  that  it  must  be 
discontinued  or  war  would  be  inevitable;  Mr. 
Jefferson,  then  Secretary  of  State,  was  no  doubt 
of  the  same  opinion ;  Mr.  Adams  when  Preaideat 
declared  the  same  opinion,  and  the  seatimeats  of 
his  Cabinet.  Mr.  Pickering,  and  Mr,  Marshall,  aow 
Chief  Jusuce,  Mr.  Stoddart  and  Mr.  Wolcoit, 
which  have  been  read,  prove  that  they  then  wote 
of  the  same  opinion. 

The  law  of  nations  expressly  declares,  that,  far 
every  injury,  if  redress  is  demanded  or  reqoirad, 
and  unreasonably  delayed,  it  is  just.causeof  war ; 
and  Mr.  Pinckney  of  South  Carolina,  whea  Mia- 
ister,  informs  us,  that  on  his  application  Ibr  taa- 
pressed  seamen,  then  in  London,  they  were  aent 
oS^  without  suffering  an  iavestigatioa  of  ibtir 
righu.  Great  Britain  has  no  doubt,  diselainaed 
the  right  of  impressing  AoMrican  seaoten,  bot  Imis 
added  insult  to  injury,  by  exercising  it,  aad  im- 
pressing thousands  of  our  seamea  in  direct  Tiola- 
tion  of  her  own  admission.  Oar  Ministets  Irnve 
told  us,  that  while  she  impresses  her  nauve  bora 
subjects,  who  have  been  nataraliied,  married,  a«d 
settled  in  the  United  States,  ¥oluatarily  eatario^ 
our  service,  she  refuses  to  release  native  boni 
American  citizens,  impressed  into  her  aerHce, 
because  they  are  married  and  settled  in  Bog- 
land.  Can  such  monstrous  ineonsistencies  be 
submitted  to?  Was  Mr.  King,  a  Minister  oadar 
two  Administrations,  by  the  exercise  of  his  dis- 
tinguished talents  and  devotion  to  this  subject, 
enabled  to  effect  an  honorable  arrangement  ?  No ! 
sir,  and  Lord  Castleffeagh  declared  to  Mr.JBtamil, 
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^tkattbe  firiemk  of  Oreat  Britaia  i a  Congress 
were  mistaken  on  that  point."  We  see  by  the 
official  documents  in  1807,  that  out  of  2,059  cases 
of  impfvssment,  102  only  were  British  subjects; 
that  1,142  were  discharged,  a od  805  kept  lor  fur- 
ther proof,  with  the  stroogett  presumptioo  that 
tbcr  were  aliens*  or  Americans  whose  protections 
had  hxn  lost. 

These  1^142   unfortunate  citizens,  I  presume 
will  be  admitted  to  have  been  impressed,  as  they 
were  discharged  as  such ;  and  also  the  1,600  de- 
clared by  Lord  Castlereagh  in  Parliament  to  have 
be^  impreseed;  even  by  the  "friends  of  Great 
Britain  in  Congress"  as  his  Lordship  has  dubbed 
tkea.    And  1  hope  honorable  gentlemen,  after 
Lord  Castlereagh  has  declared  that  they  were 
mislakeo  in  thetr  declarations, "  that  the  Grovern- 
neot,  tiupongb  Mr.  King,  might  have  honorably 
anaeged  the  subject  of  impressment,"  will  not 
fortber  expose  their  devotion  to  tkat  nation,  nor 
deny  tbat  the  1,600  impressed  in  time  of  peace, 
and  ainee  made  prisoners  of  war,  is  a  just  cause 
of  war.    I  ^11  next  examine  the  spoliations  on 
oar  eommerce,  their  commencement  and  pro- 
gres8|  wilb  the  pretexts  under  which  they  have 
been  coannitted.    Great  Britain  in  June,  1803, 
Mssed  an  Order  in  Council,  nnlawfuily  restrict- 
ing the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  a  certain 
ponioo  of  the  unblockaded  ports  of  her  enemy, 
and  coadeinning  our  vessels  with  innocent  car- 
goes on  their  return  voyage  from  ports  where 
thev  had  deposited  contraband  articles. 

After  it   had  been  expressly  decided   by  the 
Bi^h  Court  of  Admiralty,  that  an  American  had 
a  right  to  import  into  America  the  produce  of  a 
Spanish  colony,  and  that  laodins;  the  cargo  and 
paying  the  duties  would  break  the  continuity  of 
the  vovaffe,  and  justify  their  re^exporuition  to  any 
part  ol  Eorope ;  and  after  Lord  Hawkesbury  had 
eommonicated   to  Mr.  King  that  decision,  ap- 
proved bf  the  Advocate  General,  and  by  Lord 
Hawkesbury, esublisbiug  the  law,  that  landing  the 
goods  and  paying  the  duties  in  the  neutral  coun- 
try would  break  the  continuity  of. the  voyage, 
mid  was  such  an  importation  as  would  legalize 
Ike  trade,  although  the  goods  wereshipped  in  the 
aame  vessel,  on  account  of  the  same  owners,  and 
seat  to  the  mother  counuy  that  produced  them. 
4^4  jet  not  withstanding  this  order-^this  decis* 
ion  ot  the  High  Court  of  Admiral ty-^th is  report 
of  tke  Advocate  General,  and  this  official  oom- 
mnnteatioa  by  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Mr.  King, 
oar  cottaeroe  was  swept  from  the  ocean,  and 
condemned  in  direct  violation  of  the  order,  the 
deaaaiooy  aad  the  report  of  the  Advocate  Gkoeral 
m  pIBciaiJy  communicated,  aad  it  would  seem  io- 
miiimukj  to  inspire  us  with  confidence,  to  increase 
tkat  commerce,  that  they  might,  like  the  panther 
ia  ambush,  unsuspectedly,  leap  upon  their  prey. 
This  outrageous  conduct  gave  rise  to  clamors 
in  every  commercial  circle  in  the  United  States, 
and,  at  the  opening  of  the  session  of  1805,  the  Pre- 
aident  informed  us,  "  that  the  British  had  cap- 
'  tared,  in   the  very  entrance  of  our  harbors,  as 
'  well  as  on  the  high  seas,  not  only  the  vessels  of 
'  oiu  friends  coming  to  trade  with  us,  but  our  own 


*  also  \  that  they  have  carried  them  off,  nader  Ike 
'  pretence  of  legal  adjudication ;  but  not  daring 
'  to  approach  a  court  of  justice,  they  have  plan- 

*  dered  and  sunk  them  by  the  way,  or  in  obscure 
'  places,  where  no  evidence  couid  arise  against 

*  them,  maltreated  the  crews  aad  abandoned  theo^ 
^  in  boats  on  the  open  seas,  or  on  desert  shores 

*  without  food  or  covering."    "  That  new  princi- 

*  pies  had  been  interpolated  in  the  law  of  nations. 
'  According  to  them,  a  belligerent  takes  to  itself  a 
^  commerce  with  its  own  enemy  that  it  denies  to 

*  neutrals,  on  the  ground  of  it«  aiding  the  enemy 
'  inwar.  But  reason  re  volts  at  such  inconsistency; 
'  and  the  neutral  having  equal  right  with  the  bel- 

*  ligercnt  to  decide  the  question,  the  interest  of  our 
'  constitnents,  and  the  datv  of  maintaining  tke 
'  authority  of  reason,  the  only  umpire  between  jost 
'  nations,  impose  on  us  the  obligation  of  providing 

*  an  effectual  and  determined  opposition  to  a  doc- 
'  trine  so  injurious  to  the  rights  of  peaceable  oa* 

*  liuns."  In  January,  1806,  remonstrances  came 
in  from  Boston,  Salem,  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  and  Charleston,  prayiag  that  the  Gov- 
ernment would  take  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion, and  also  the  impressment  of  seamen.  On 
the  17th  January,  1806,  the  President  again  pros- 
sed  the  subject  on  the  consideration  of  CoBgi«ss, 
with  the  memorials  of  the  merchants,  which  hetold 
us  would  develop  these  principles  and  practices, 
which  are  producing  the  most  ruinous  eflRects  on 
our  lawful  commerce  and  navigation*  He  re- 
marks, **  that  on  the  subject  of  impressment  our 
^  remonstrances  have  never  been  intermitted ;  a 
'  hope  existed  at  one  moment  of  an  arrangement 
'  that  might  have  been  submitted  to,  but  it  soon 
'  passed  away ;  and  the  practice,  although  relaxed 
'  at  times  in  distant  seas,  has  been  constantly  pur- 
'  sued  m  our  neighborhood."  On  the  13th  Feb- 
ruary, 1806,  Congress  toofc  up  the  considemtion 
of  the  Message  of  the  President,  with  the  memo- 
rials of  the  merchants,  which  relate  to  the  spolia- 
tion of  our  commerce  on  the  high  seas»  and  to 
the  new  principles  assumed  by  the  British  Courts 
of  Admiraitv,  as  a  pretext  for  the  condemnation 
of  our  vessels  in  their  prize  courts,  and  passed  the 
following  resolutions: 

1.  Rtiokmd,  That  tke  oeptarss  and  cdndsmnatkm 
under  the  orders  of  the  Bri^  Governmsnt,  aad  ad- 
judications of  their  Goorts  of  Admiial^,  of  Ameriean 
vessels  and  their  cargoes^  on  the  pretext  of  thsir  being 
employed  in  a  trade  with  the  euemies  of  Great  Britain 
prohibited  in  time  of  peace,  is  an  unprovoked  aggres- 
sion upon  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  these  United 
States,  and  an  encroachment  upon  their  national  in- 
dependence. 

2.  Rtiolredt  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
be  requested  to  demand  and  insist  upon  the  restoration 
of  the  property  of  their  citizens,  captured  and  con- 
demned, on  the  pretext  of  its  being  employed  in  a 
trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  prohibited  in 
tinae  of  peace,  and  upon  the  indemnification  of  mich 
American  citizens  for  their  losses  and  damages  sus- 
tained by  these  captures  and  condemnations;  and  to 
enter  into  snoh  arrangements  with  the  British  Oovem- 
ment  on  this  and  aU  other  difiBsrences  snhsistin^  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  (and  particularly  with  raapect 

I  to  the  impreeement  of  Ameriean  aeaBea,)  as  may  be 
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eouriitent  with  the  honor  and  interests  of  the  United 
States,  snd  manifest  their  earnest  desire  to  obtain  for 
themsehres  and  their  citixens,  bj  amicable  negotiation, 
that  justice  to  which  they  are  entitled. 

The  President  imtned lately  appointed  Mr.  Mon- 
^  roe  and  Mr.  Pinkney  Envoys  Extraordinary,  and 
instructed  them  to  insist  on  an  arrangement  for 
the  protection  of  our  seamen,  and  indemnifica- 
tion for  spoliations,  agreeably  to  the  said  resotu- 
*  tions  ;  and  he  also  instructed  them  to  procure  an 
article  for  defining  legal  blockades.  The  British, 
not  content  with  their  new  principles  and  aggres* 
sions  under  them,  on  the  16th  of  May,  1806,  is- 
sned  an  Order  of  Council  for  blockading  the  coast 
from  the  river  Elbe  to  Brest.  On  the  11th  of 
May.  1807.  tb«y  issued  another  order,  blockading 
tho  Elbe,  Weser,  and  the  coast  between  the  same ; 
and  also  the  Dardanelles  and  Smyrna.  On  the 
8tb  of  January)  1808,  of  Carthagena,  Cadiz,  and 
St.  Lttcar,  and  all  the  intermediate  ports  between 
Carthagena  and  St.  Lucar,  comprehending  a 
greater  extent  of  coast  than  their  whole  navy 
could  blockade,  agreeably  to  their  own  definition 
of  a  blockade.  And  Great  Britain,  although  her 
Order  in  Council  was  made  on  the  16th  of  May, 
1806,  from  Elbe  to  Brest,  charges  it  to  the  ac- 
count of  France  as  a  'measure  of  retaliation  for 
her  decree,  blockading  the  British  Isles  as  a  mea- 
sure of  retaliation  for  British  violations  of  the 
law  of  nations  by  their  said  order,  although  that 
decree  was  made  the  21st  of  November,  1806; 
and,  although  on  its  face  it  carried  the  absurdity 
of  making  the  efiect  precede  the  cause,  she  was 
not  without  her  votaries  in  this  body,  notwith- 
etanding  this  extraordinary  abd  outrageous  con- 
duet.  Our  Envoys,  with  all  their  zeal  and  abil- 
ities, were  unable  to  procure  a  treaty  securing  us 
a^inst  impressment,  or  indemnification  for  spoli- 
ation, or  even  the  definition  of  a  legal  blockade ; 
nor  have  I  ever  heard  an  insinuation  that  they 
did  not  do  all  in  their  power  to  obtain  it. 

After  the  failure  of  redress,  by  treaty,  the  em- 
bargo was  adopted,  which,  no  doubt,  had  the  most 
salutary  effect  of  securing  the  remnant  of  our 
commerce  from  the  gripe  of  the  enemy,  whose 
ports  were  crowded  with  the  captured  vessels  of 
the  United  States;  and  when  its  effects  were 
most  sensibly  felt  by  the  enemy,  writhing  under 
iu  pressure,  at  the  iobtance  of  our  Eastern  breth- 
ren it  was  repealed,  and  the  non-intercourse  law 
adopted,  by  which  France  and  England  were, 
after  a  certain  time,  interdicted  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  unless  they  revoked,  or  so 
modified  their  orders  and  decrees,  that  they  should 
cease  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  After  this,  Mr.  Erskine,  on  the  18lh 
of  April,  1809,  informed  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Mr.  Smith,  "that  he  was  instructed  to  commu- 

*  nicate  to  the  American  Gk>vernment  HisMajes- 
^  ty^s  determination  of  sending   to  the  United 

*  States  an  Envoy  Extraordinary,  invested  with 
'  full  powers  to  conclude  a  treaty  on  all  the  points 
'  of  the  relations  between  the  two  countries.  That, 

*  in  the  meantime  His  Majesty  would  withdraw 
'  his  Orders  in  Council,  if  the  President  would 
'  issue  a  proclamation  for  the  renewal  of  the  in- 


*  tercourse  with  Great  Britain."  Mr.  Erskine 
being  informed  that  his  proposition  would  be 
accepted,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1809,  in  an  official 
note,  says:  "I  am  authorized  to  declare  that  His 

*  Majesty's  Orders  in  Council,  of  January  and 

*  November,  1807,  will  have  been  withdrawn,  as 
'  respects  the  United  States,  on  the  10th  day  of 
'  June  next."  The  'President,  on  the  same  day, 
issued  his  proclamation,  declaring,  "  that  the  Or* 
'  ders  in  Council  will  have  been  removed  on  the 

*  10th  day  of  June  next;  after  which  day  the 
'  trade  of  the  United  States  with  Great  Britain, 
^  as  suspended  by  the  act  of  Congress  above-men- 

*  tioned,  and  the  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
'  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
'  States,  and  the  several  acts  supplementary  there- 
'  to,  may  be  renewed."    For  this  arrangement, 
the  President  was  eulogised  by  the  Federalists. 
Britain  thereby  obtained  large'  supplies  of  pro- 
visions, but  rejected  the  arrangement,  as  author- 
ized  by  her  Minister;   and  the  President  was 
charged  by  the  Federalists,  in  conjunction  with 
Great  Britain,  with  seducing  their  Minister  into 
the  arrangement,  with  a  knowledge  that  be  had 
no  power  to  make  it.    The  non-intercourse  law 
was,  of  course,  again  declared  in  full  force  against 
Gkeat   Britain.    On    the  5th  of  August,  1810, 
France,  through  her  Minister,  declared  to  our 
Minister,  at  Paris,  in  a  note  of  that  date,  that,  af* 
ter  the  1st  of  November,  1810,  her  decrees  would 
be  revoked,  or  so  modified  that  they  would  cease 
to  violate  our  neutral  commerce,  provided  we 
caused  our  rights  lobe  respected,  by  enforcing 
the  non-intercourse  act  against  Great  Britain. 
We  accordingly  passed  an  act  for  that  purpose, 
against  which,  however,  the  Federalists  voted. 
And  France,  on  the  28th  of  April,  1811,  on  the 
receipt  of  the  act  of  Congress,  enforcing  the  non- 
intercourse  act  against  Great  Britain  definitively, 
ratified  her  revocation  of  her  decrees,  agreeably 
to  her  preliminary  act  of  the  5th  of  August,  1810, 
upon  the  condition   pre-expressed   in  our  law. 
And  although,  in  the  Erskine  arrangement,  not 
one  word  was  said  about  spoliations,  and  the  Got- 
ernment  was  applauded  by  the  majority  for  the 
act ;  yet,  in  the  arrangement  with  France,  it  was 
opposed  by  these  gentlemen,  and  the  Government 
denounced  for  not  insisting  on  a  cotemporaneoos 
agreement  to  pay  for  spoliations.    Great  Britain 
neither  revoked  her  Orders  in  Council  nor  sent 
an  Envoy  Extraordinary,  but  she  refused  to  re- 
voke them  under  the  pretext  that  Erskine  had 
no  power :  and  she  sent  an  Extraordinary  En- 
voy, (Mr.  Jackson,)  whose  history  and  dismissal 

5 on  all  know,  who  proved  himself  to  be  the  same 
ackson  who  so  distinguished  himself  at  Copen* 
hagen.  After  all  these  things,  and  the  declara* 
tions  of  Great  Britain,  that,  on  the  revocation  of 
the  French  decrees,  she  would  revoke  her  Orders 
in  Council,  Mr.  Foster,  then  Minister  near  the 
United  States,  unequivocally  declared  that,  al- 
though France  should  have  revoked  her  decrees 
as  to  the  United  States,  Great  Britain  would  not 
revoke  her  Orders  in  Council.  In  this  posture 
of  our  afihirs,  and,  after  every  effort  to  settle 
them  by  negotiation  bfd  failed,  the  war  was  de- 
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dared.  And,  altboogh  gentlemeo  on  this  floor 
maj  deeJare  it  an  just,  I  have  no  doubt  the  Ame- 
ricaa  people  believe  it  just,  and  that  the  honest 
iistonao  will  record  it.  just.  But  the^  say  the 
Orders  in  Council  are  revoked,  which  were  the 
cause  of  the  war,  and  to  continue  it,  would  be 
unjust.  Had  gentlemen  examined  the  instru- 
raeataad  the  despatch  enclosii^  it,  they  would 
not  have  made  the  assertion.  The  Prince  Re- 
gent declares  that  the  Orders  in  Council  of  the 
7ih  <d  January,  1807.  and  the  26th  of  April,  1809, 
be  revoked;  bat,  aoless  we  repeal  our  act  pro- 
hibiting British  armed  vessels  entering  our  ports, 
that  the  reTocation  of  his  Orders  are  noil  and 
Toid;  and  '^his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Re- 
'  geoi,is  hereby  pleased  further  to  declare,  in  the 
'  aasie  and  on  the  behalf  of  His  Majesty,  that 
'  oodu'iig  in  this   present  Order  shall  be  under- 

*  sfood  to  preclude  bis  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 

*  Regent,  if  eircamstances  shall  so  require,  from 
'lectoriniCy  after  reasonable  notice,  the  Orders 
'of  the  7th  of  January,  1807,  aqd  the  26th  of 
'  Apdl,  1809,  or  aay  part  thereof,  to  full  effect,  or 
'froaa  taking  aueb  such  other  measures  of  retail- 
'  adon  aninst  the  enemy,  as  may  appear  to  his 
'*  Ro^aiUighness  to  be  just  and  necessary." 

Mr.  Rosttell,  in  bis  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe,  en- 
cUmng  this  act,  says :  ^^  I  can  but  regret  that,  in 
'  thbdocnment,  any  reservation  has  been  made 
'  of  a  power  of  restoring  the  Orders  of  the  7th  of 

*  Jaauary.  1807,  and  the  26th  of  April,  1809,  to 
'  their  fnll  effect,  whenever  it  shall  be  judged  ex- 

*  pedient  so  to  do ;  as  such  reservation  manifests 
'  an  intention  to  maintain  the  principle  on  which 

*  thev  were  founded,  and  in  which  1  conceive  the 
^  United  States  can  never  acquiesce."  The  Uni^ 
ted  Slates  did  not  repeal  the  act  prohibiting  their 
ships  of  war  to  enter  our  ports;  therefore  the  act 
was,  OD  iu  face,  null  and  void.  Nor  do  I  presume 
any  American  could  believe  their  Orders  m  Coon^ 
cil  snbstantially  revoked,  whilst  they  claimed 
the  power  to  inflict  them  when  it  suited  their 
eonrenience  ;  much  less,  consent  to  ad  accommo- 
dation on  terms  which  would  imply  our  assent  to 
an  outrage  against  which  we  have  solemnly  pro- 
tested. 

As  to  the  impressment  of  seamen  being  of  itself 
no  canae  of  war,  I  have  already,  in  my  review  of 
tbe  tanaes  of  the  war,  presented  that  subject  in 
colors  sdfieiently  strong  to  satisfy  any  American 
tbml  theory  could  convince,  and  such  as  may  not 
he  sacisficd,  I  should  have  no  objection  to  their 
beingr  pnetically  taught,  that  it  is  such  an  out- 
vafe,  that  they  themselves  should  declare  it  a  just 
canae  of  wan 

Thev  also  sav  that  the  war  might  have  been 
booorahly  aroided,  by  the  arrangement  made  by 
.  Monroe  and  Pinkney.  And  that  these  gen- 


tlemen are  high  in  the  conndence  of  the  Qovern- 
meot,  and  I  will  add,  known  to  be  advocates  for 
tbe  war.  Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  letter  from  Rich- 
BMMid,  of  28th  February  1808,  after  the  expiration 
of  his  minion,  i  admit,  writes  to  the  President, 
that  "^the  idea  entertained  by  the  public  is,  that 
^  the  rights  of  the  United  States  were  abandoned 
'  by  Uie  American  Commissioners,  in  the  late  ne- 
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'  gotiation,  and  that  their  seamen  were  left  by 
'  tacit  acquiescence,  if  not  formal  renunciation, 
^  to  depend  for  their  safety  on  the  mercy  of  British 
^  cruisers.    I  have  on  the  contrary  always  believed, 

*  and  still  do  believe,  that  the  ground  on  which 

*  that  interest  was  placed  by  the  paper  of  the  Brit* 

*  ish  Commissioners  of  November  8,  1806,  was 
^  both  honorable  and  advantageous  to  the  United 

*  States." 

Mr.  Monroe  says  in  this  letter.  "  it  is  far  from 
being  my  desire  to  compromit  Mr.  Pinkney  in 
the  slightest  circumstance."  This,  then,  is  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Monroe  only,  and  is  confined  to 
the  subject  of  impressment.  But  1  would  ask 
honorable  gentlemen  to  examine  the  groundwork 
of  this  mission;  the  petitions  of  the  merchants, 
the  resolutions  of  Congress,  the  instructions  or 
the  President,  and  the  public  feeling  and  expecta- 
tion, on  the  issue  of  the  mission,  and  also  the 
treaty  itself,  and  form  an  opinion  for  themselves, 
before  they  condemn  the  President  for  not  snb^ 
roitting  the  treaty  to  the  Senate ;  and  that  on  the 
opinion  of  one  of  the  Ministers  defending  himself 
against  the  public  indignation,  as  he  himself  in* 
forms  us. 

Sir,  had  this  been  a  legislative  subject,  and  snh> 
mitted  to  a  committee  of  this  House,  under  such 
instructions,  to  protect  our  seamen,  to  indemnify 
our  merchants  from  spoliations,  and  to  define 
blockades  and  other  minor  objects,  who  had  re« 
ported  a  bill  omitting  the  three  points  on  which 
they  were  specially  mstructed,  what  would  have 
been  the  conduct  of  this  House  7  Sir,  they  wonld 
have  recommitted  the  bill  to  the  same,  or  perad- 
venture  to  some  other  committee.  The  President 
sent  back  the  treatjr  to  the  same  Commissioners, 
to  recommence  their  labors,  and  to  make  no  treaty 
if  they  could  not  secure  such  conditions  as  they 
were  instructed  to  effect.  And  I  believe  no  act 
of  that  Administration  was  marked  with  more 
energy,  nor  met  more  cordially  the  approbation 
of  the  people.  What  would  have  been  the  clam- 
ors against  the  President,  if,  on  a  mission  in  which 
be  had  been  expressly  instructed,  as  on  this  case 
he  was  by  the  resolutions  of  Congress,  to  demand 
and  insist  upon  remuneration  for  spoUations  and 
security  especially  against  impressment,  and  be 
had  accepted  a  treaty  without  either  ?  Our  Min- 
isters inform  the  Government  on  the  9d  January 
1807,  **  they  are  sorry  this  treaty  contains  no  pro- 
vision agamst  impressment ;''  but  that  the  policy 
that  the  British  Government  had  adopted  in  re- 
gard to  this  very  delicate  subject,  her  Ministers 
assured  them,  would  secure  us  as  perfectly  as  if 
in  a  treaty.  And  Lords  Holland  and  Auckland 
subscribed  tbe  paper  which  states—*'  That  His 
'  Majesty's  Government  has  not  felt  itself  prepared 
'  to  disclaim  or  deroeate  from  a  right  which  has 
'  ever  been  uniformly  and  generally  maintained, 

*  and  in  the  exercise  of  which  the  security  of  the 

*  British  navy  may  be  essentially  involved." — 
"  That  His  Majesty's  Ministers  had  been  directed 
Uogive  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  the  most posi- 
'  tive  assurances  that  instructions  have  been  given, 

*  and  shall  be  continued  and  enforced,  for  tbe  ob- 
'  servance  of  the  i^reatest  caution  in  the  impress* 
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'  tDg  British  seamen,  and  that  the  strictest  care 
'  shall  be  taken  to  preserTe  the  citizens  from  any 
'  molestation  or  injury,  and  that  immediate  and 
'  prompt  redress  shall  be  afforded  upon  anv  rep- 
'  resentation  of  injury  sustained  by  them."  By 
this  informal  act  they  declare  they  cannot  dero- 

gite  from  a  right  on  which  the  security  of  the 
ritish  navy  may  depend ;  although  at  the  mo- 
ment our  Ministers  were  pressing  on  them  an  ar- 
ticle, by  the  instruction  of  the  President,  ''to  im- 
'  pose  heavy  penalties  on  our  captains  who  should 
'  receive  on  board  or  carry  to  sea  British  seamen, 

*  on  her  entering  into  a  like  stipulation  that  her 
'  captains  shall  not  take  on  board  or  carry  to  sea 
'  American  seamen."  Would  any  prudent  man 
believe  our  seamen  safe  under  the  policy  of  Great 
Britain,  when  she  refused  so  correct  a  stipula- 
tion? Upon  the  point  of  spoliations,  our  Min- 
isters tell  us— '*  they  regret  also,  to  be  under  the 
'  necessity  of  stating,  that  no  provision  liad  been 
'  made  by  the  treaty  to  indemnify  our  merchants 
^  for  the  spoliations  on  their  commerce ;  that,  at 

*  the  time  of  signing  the  treaty,  they  stated  expli- 
^  citly  they  could  not  conclude  it  without  satis- 

*  factory  assurances  of  remuneration  for  unlawful 
^  captures."  The  British  Ministry  informed  them 
they  did  not  wish  them  to  abandon  their  claim, 
bot  intimated  that  in  cases  of  invested  right  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Qovemment  to  inter- 
fere to  the  prejudice  of  the  parties ;  that  it  would 
be  hard  on  the  Government  and  unpopular  to  ap- 
ply the  public  money  to  such  a  purpose;  that  the 
depending  cases  would  not  be  unfavorably  ad- 
judged ;  that  to  enter  into  an  engagement  under 
the  present  state  of  things  might  expose  the  Grov- 
ernment  to  the  imputation  of  having  done  it  by  co- 
ercion. 

Lord  Howick  intimated  to  our  Ministers  "  that 
'  it  would  be  better  for  them  to  address  a  note 

*  to  him  than  the  British  Ministers,  on  the  pre- 
'  servation  of  our  rights  to  indemnity  for  spolia- 
^  tions.  We  are  preparing  this  paper,  but  fear  it 
'  will  not  be  ready  in  time  to  procure  his  answer 
^  to  send  you  with  those  despatches.    We  think 

*  it  our  duty,  however,  to  add,  that  we  do  not  wish 
'  onr  Government  to  oe  too  sanguine  in  the  ex- 
^  pectation  of  a  favorable  result.    In  the  delibera- 

*  tions  oti  this  stibject  it  may  perhaps  be  better  to 

*  presume  that  such  an  one  may  not  be  obtained, 
^  as  it  is  not  provided  for  in  the  treaty."  Our 
Ministers  send  the  treaty  without  any  indemnity 
for  spoliations,  or  any  agreement  to  reserve  the 
•object  for  future  negotiation,  and  advise  the  Pre- 
•ident  to  act  on  the  treaty  as  if  such  a  reservation 
was  not  to  be  obtained.  Our  Ministers  also  in- 
form the  Government  that  they  endeavored  to 
obtain  an  article  to  define  blockades  agreeably  to 
Lord  St.  Hellen's  convention  with  Russia,  but 
without  effect.  I  therefore  ask,  if,  on  their  refus- 
ing ^  to  derogate  from  their  right  of  impressment," 
on  their  refusing  **  to  stipulate  for  spoliations,  or 
even  to  reserve  the  subject  for  future  negotiation," 
and  on  their  refusing;  to  define  a  legal  blockade, 
three  of  the  specified  obiects  of  the  mission,  any 
real  American  can  think  the  arrangement  made 
by  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  either  honorabll 


or  advantageous  to  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
treaty  ought  to  have  been  accepted  ? 

They  tell  us  that  the  system  of  retaliation  re- 
sorted to  by  the  President,  has  given  to  the  war 
a  character  of  ferocity  unknown  to  civilized  na- 
tions. The  term  ferocity  they  borrow,  no  doubt, 
from  the  Maryland  memorial,  the  production  ot 
a  hopeful  band,  who  ferociously  broke  into  a  tem- 
ple of  liberty,  although  locked  with  the  key  of  our 
holy  religion,  and  riled  it  of  three  golden  lamps, 
that  had  been  selected  by  the  sovereign  people  of 
Alleghany,  and  foisted  in  their  place  three  others 
of  brass,  that  had  been  rejected  by  them.  Can 
such  men,  without  book,  be  entitled  to  credit, 
who  after  kissing  the  book  have  violated  the  sa- 
cred charter  of  our  liberties,  and  that  in  tbs  most 
vital  point,  the  right  of  suffrage  1 

Retaliation  is  a  right  of  war,  governed  by  the 
laws  of  war.  Byn&r$hoek,  in  his  Law  of  War, 
declares  "  that  retaliation  'may  be  made  on  him 
who  does  the  injury — that  the  safety  of  the  peo- 
ple is  the  souLot  the  law  of  war." 

In  England  it  is  a  prerogative  right  vesrted  in 
the  Crown,  where  the  sovereignty  m  the  nation 
is  lodged,  an  unwritten  law.  In  the  United  States 
the  sovereignty  is  in  the  people,  and  no  power 
vested  in  thie  President  but  bv  written  law,  made 
by  their  Representatives,  and  for  which  purpose 
the  law  of  retaliation  was  passed,  vesting  this 
power  in  the  President. 

King  Charles,  in  his  grant  to  the  proprietors  of 
Marvland,  in  section  12,  says :  "  We  have  given, 
^  and  for  us  our  heirs  and  successors  do  give,  by 
^  these  presents,  as  full  and  unrestrained  powers 
'  as  any  captain  general  of  our  army  ever  hath 

*  had  unto  the  aforesaid  now  Baron  of  Baltimore, 
^  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns,  by  themselves,  or 

*  by  their  captains  or  other  officers,  to  summon  to 
'  their  standards,  and  to  array  all  men  of  whatso- 

*  ever  condition,  or  wheresoever  born,  for  tbetime 

*  being,  in  the  said  province  of  Maryland,  to  wage 

*  war  and  to  pursue,  even  beyond  the  limits  of 
'  their  province,  the  enemies  and  ravagers  afore- 
'  said,  infesting  those  parts,  by  land  or  by  sea,  and 
'  (if  God  shall  grant  it)  to  vanquish  and  capture 
'  them,  and  the  captives  to  put  to  death,  or  ac- 

*  cording  to  their  discretion  to  save,  and  to  do  all 

*  other  and  singular  things,  which  appertain  or 
^have  been  accustomed  to  appertain  UDto  the 

*  authority  or  office  of  captain  general  of  our  ar- 
'  my."  Here  the  right  to  kill  the  captive  is  on- 
conditionlly  given,  and,  if  one  of  his  men  was  ex- 
ecuted, would  not  only  authorize,  but  by  the  law 
of  war  justify,  retaliation.  BlacMione,  vol.  4,  p. 
7,  says :  **  The  right  of  punishing  crimes  agatnat 

*  the  law  of  nature,  as  murder,  is  in  a  state  of  na- 
'  ture  vested  in  every  individual,  and  when  those 
'  individuals  are  formed  into  society,  the  rights  <k 

*  each  must  be  vested  in  that  body." 

By  Divine  authority  it  is  declared,  an  eye  for 
an  eye.  a  tooth  for  a  tooth,  and  whoever  sheddeth 
man's  blood,  b^  man  shall  his  blood  be  shed  ;  this 
law  was  certainly  inscribed  on  the  heart  of  Cain 
by  the  finger  of  God,  who  on  killing  his  brother 
expressed  his  apprehensions,  that  whoever  should 
find  him  would  slay  him. 
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Oft  the  10th  July,  1776,  almost  eotemporeBe- 
OQslf  with  the  Deelanuion  of  lodependenee, 
Cooisttss  passed  the  following  resolotion : 

''fieaolveii.  That  if  the  enemy  shaU  put  to  death, 
toitnit,ar  maltveat  the  pxisonen  retained  by  them,  re- 
tifii^tioiitthe  only  means  of  stopping  the  progress  of  in- 
human  butchery »  and,  for  that  pnrpose,  punishments 
of  lbs  same  Idnd  and  degree,  be  inflicted  on  an  eqnal 
BUilMr  of  the  captiTee  fiiom  them  in  oar  possession, 
mtil  dMTf  shaBbe  tatight  to  respect  the  violated  rights 
ofnatUNfte." 

CoagfOM  on  the  3d  March,  1799^  by  a  law  of 
that  daie,aathorized  the  President  (if  any  citizen 
ef  the  United  Slates,  who  shall  hare  been  im- 
areased  into  the  British  scrviee,  shall  be  taken 
by  Fnaee,  and  by  the  authority  of  France  shall 
tmtkt  death  or  other  corporal  puoishment)  and 
reqnued  him  to  cause  the  most  rigorous  retalia- 
tjoii  to  be  executed  on  any  citizen  of  the  French 
Republic. 

I  have  presented  to  you,  on  this  subject,  the 
Jaws  of  war,  the  law  and  practice  of  Great  Brit- 
aia,  the  law  of  nature,  and  the  law  of  God  i  the 
law  and  praetiee  of  1776,  and  an  act  of  this  Con- 
nass  under  the  Federal  Administration— though 
I  am  aware,  that  it  may  be  said,  they  were 
FrentbmeD. 

Shr,  by  your  naturalization  act,  we  give  to  per- 
39ns  erery  right  of  a  citizen,  except  to  be  a  Pres- 
ident and  pledge  the  faith  of  the  nation  for  their 
prateetion,  as  a  counterpart  of  their  pledge  of  al- 
iegianee«  We  are  therefore  as  much  bound  to 
protect  them  as  if  native  citizens ;  and  were  we 
CO  deeliae  their  protection  by  retaliatioo,  we  should 
be  accessaries  to  their  murder.  And  if  Great 
fikitam  shall  presume,  under  her  claim  of  perpet- 
iml  aUeffiance,  to  execute  one  of  them,  who  have 
ha  en  taKeo  in  arms  defending  their  adopted  coun- 
try, we  will  conTince  her  that  our  power^  with- 
max  any  claim  of  allegiance  over  her  subjects^  is 
«i  'weil  foanded,  by  exercising  it.  In  this  opinion 
I  naa  donbly  fortified,  by  the  President  recom- 
moDdiua  the  act  of  retaliation^  and  by  bis  vote  in 
the  old  Coagreesy  to  hang  AsgiU  for  Captain  Hud- 
dfyWhen  A^ill  was  given  up. 

This  power  was  exercised  by  the  patriots  of  the 
Resolotion,  and  with  so  much  success,  that  in 
the  debates  in  Parliament,  we  are  informed,  there 
wcit)  hat  four  cases  during  the  Revolution — then 
it  will  he  recollected  we  were  liable  to  be  hong  as 
tnutors.  and  that  now  it  would  be  murder  in 
Great  Britain  to  hang  us. 

Sore  I  am,  if  Gkeat  Britain  is  rash  enoagh  to 
hang  these  nafortunate  captives,  it  will  be  owing 
to  the  conduct  of  the  minority  upon  this  occasion. 
The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
Ps*B80H>  teib  U6  that  such  was  our  hostility  to 
Great  Britain,  that  for  ratifying  Jay's  Treaty, 
"which  was  so  unexceptionable,  Gen.  Washing- 
TOK  had  been  burnt  in  efllgy;  but  on  the  inquiry 
wrhere  it  had  been  done,  the  gentleman  unfortu- 
nately flixed  on  Charleston,  which  their  Represen- 
tatire  (Mr  Cbbtvs)  declared  to  be  without  foun- 
dation ;  and  Mr.  Pickering  said  was  a  mistake, 
that  it  was  Mr.  Jay  that  had  been  burnt  in  efll^. 
Yes,  sir,  and  that  proceeded  from  the  declaration 


of  General  Wasbingtoii  to  Bdmund  Randolph, 
that  he  never  would  ratifvlhe  treaty  with  the 
^  provision  article  in  it,"  wnereby  he  kmdled  such 
a  flame  against  it,  that  he  himself  could  not  ex- 
tinguish It ;  and  during  the  ferror  it  produced, 
Mr.  Jay  was  burnt  in  emgy,  nor  do  I  believe  there 
would  have  been  much  regret  on  the  burning  of 
the  original. 

This  **  provision  article"  was  calculated  to 
make  us  an  accomplice  in  the  starving  of  France, 
and  was  for  that  purpose  inserted  by  Great  Brit- 
tain  ;  then  too,  it  will  be  recollected,  that  Genwal 
Washington  was  such  an  admirer  of  FrwEiee, 
that  he  said  to  their  Minister  on  his  presenting  a 

Kir  of  French  colors,  "  To  call  you  great  would 
but  common  praise— Wonderful  people  I" 
However  unexoeptionable  this  treatjr  may  have 
been,  under  it  Jonatnan  Robbins  was  given  up  and 
executed,  althouflh  he  swore  he  was  a  native  of 
Connecticut  and  had  been  impressed.  Report 
has  charged  it  on  the  then  Secretary  of  State 

iMr.  Piocbrucg)  without  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Ldams;  and  as  that  gendeman  is  now  in  his  seat, 
he  will,  by  giving  us  tl)e  history  of  that  tranaao- 
tion,  enable  the  American  historian  to  do  justice 
to  the  man  that  did  it. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Ship- 
HERo)  tells  us  we  have  gone  to  war  for  the  phan- 
tom called  honor.  I,  sir.  have  been  taught  to  be- 
lieve that  honor  in  an  inoividual  was  a  substantial 
ingredient  in  his  character,  and  regret  that  any 
Representative  in  Congress  should  consider  it  a 

Ehantom,  in  the  character  of  the  nation,  that  we 
ad  declared  war  to  protect  sailors?  rights,  and 
that  every  sailor  in  the  nation  was  opposed  to 
the  war.  A  solitary  tar  in  the  gallery  instandr 
exclaimed,  **  That's  fabe;  belay  that  fellow  there  I'* 
This  same  gentleman  exoltingly  telb  us  that 
Britain  holds  the  trident  of  Neptune — that  she  is 
omnipotent  on  the  ocean.  Our  contests  with  her 
on  that  element  have  shaken  her  empire  of  the 
ocean,  and  Captain  Perry's  signal  victory  on 
Lake  Erie  has  marked  him  as  the  heir  apparoit 
to  Neptune. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Shbr- 
wood)  puts  us  upon  our  guard  not  to  offend  the 
Eastern  States ;  ^  that  Connecticut,  the  State  that 
gave  him  birth,  is  superior  in  anns  to  all  the 
States  to  the  south  of  the  North  river."  Steteiy. 
thoughtless  youth !  Did  he  think  anybody  would 
believe  him  1  Did  he  believe  himself?  I  confess 
it  defied  mv  credulity.  However,  I  rejoice  in  the 
strength  of  a  sister  State,  because  h^  strength 
increases  the  strength  of  the  Union,  and  I  have 
no  fears  that  her  arms  will  ever  be  turned  against 
her  countr3r,  although  we  are  threatened  with  a 
civil  war.  The  gentleman  has  for|[otten  the  vale-- 
dictory  monitions  of  the  Father  of  his  Country,  not 
to  use  geographical  arguments,  and  put  in  array 
one.  section  of  the  Union  against  another  \  bat 
should  the  seditious  speeches  in  Congress  lead  to 
that  unhappy  catastrophe,  1  can  assure  that  gen- 
tleman that  the  sons  of^the  South  or  Centre  would 
not  turn  upon  their  heel  to  avoid  a  conflict  with 
him,  either  physically  or  metaphysically. 
Sir,  we  have  already  seen  some  of  the  fruits 
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of  this  freedom  of  debate  in  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Blake,  in  the  Senate  of  Massachusetts;  unless, 
per  adventure,  he  miffht  have  been  under  the 
operation  of  Doctor  Henry's  pills.  "  Quid  non 
morUdia  pectora  cogis  auri  sacra  fames  ?*'  He 
said,  that  "British  influence  did  exist,  and  he  was 

<  proud  of  it ;  he  was  proud  of  the  fast-anchored 
'  isle ;  he  was  proud  of  their  influence  in  America; 
^  their  laws,  their  manners,  their  religion— all  our 
'  blandishments  in  life  are  to  be  ascribed  to  that 

*  moral  nation.''    He  declared,  *'  there  was  more 

*  practical  liberty  in  England  than  in  any  other 
^  section  of  the  globe ;  and  he  was  ready  to  ez- 

*  change  the  Constitution  for  that  of  Qreat  Brit- 

*  ain,  monarchy  and  all."  I  have,  notwithstand- 
ing, so  much  confidence  in  Massachusetts,  that  1 
am  certain  no  man  can  be  found  in  that  section 
of  the  Union  possessed  of  so  much  temerity  as  to 
induce  him  to  play  the  part  of  CsBsar,  when  he 
beholds  the  drawn  dagger  in  the  hand  of«a  Brutus 
by  his  side.  And  I  confidently  hope  that  no  por- 
tion of  this  happy  land  will  ever  be  found  to  pro- 
duce a  Ceesar  that  will  not  produce  another  Bru- 
tus. 1  wish,  sir,  that  honorable  Massachusetts  Sen- 
ator was  in  that  gallery,* and  that  I  possessed  the 

£>wer  of  Orpheus,  I  would  make  that  Qoddess  of 
iberty  heave  a  sigh  and  crimson  her  marble  cheek 
for  the  apostacy  of  so  degenerate  an  American. 

The  ffentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Gas- 
ton) tells  us  that  the  war  is  offensive.  Then,  I 
•oppose,  the  impressment  of  6,257  seamen,  and 
capturing  917  ships  In  time  of  peace,  and  refusing 
to  give  them  up,  was  not  ofiensive.  He  tells  us 
Bonaparte  insisted  on  our  going  to  war  if  our 
rights  were  not  respected.  I  would  ask  that  gen- 
tleman what  was  the  rider  on  that  honorable  ar- 
rangement Mr.  Jefierson  has  been  caluminated 
for  rejecting  ?  It  was  this — it  was  an  instrument 
under  the  hands  of  the  two  B/itish  Ministers  who 
signed  the  treaty,  **that  they  were  commanded 
'  by  His  Majesty  to  say  that  we  must  not  submit 

<  to  the  Berlin  decree  of  November,  1806;  and 

*  that  they  cannot  enter  into  the  stipulations  of 

*  the  present  treaty  without  an  explanation  from 

*  the  United  States  of  their  intentions  relative  to 

*  that  decree,  or  a  reservation  to  His  Majesty  not 

*  to  consider  himself  bound  by  the  treaty  in  that 

*  event."  It  is  well  known  France  meant  only 
our  enforcement  of  the  non-intercourse  act,  as 
the  explanation  of  it  and  practice  under  it  has 
proved.  The  gentleman  nnds  great  fault  wit& 
the  principle  that  free  ships  shall  make  free  goods. 
Has  our  Giovernment  insisted  on  it?  No.  But  if  he 
will  examine  the  history  of  the  wars  of  1737  and 
1756.  he  will  find  Great  Britain  then  insisting  on 
it ;  then  she  was  not  omnipotent  on  the  ocean, 
and  wished  the  protection  of  law^but  now,  when 
we  are  told  she  holds  the  trident  of  Neptune,  she 
prefers  the  tUHtna  ratio  regum;  and  we  nave 
ample  testimony  she  means  to  use  it  to  produce 
the  penuUima,  ratio  regum^theit  interest.  But 
he  tells  us  we  had  like  to  have  crowned  our  vio- 
lations of  all  that  was  dear  to  the  people,  by 
adopting  the  French  conscriptions.  Would  it 
not  have  been  more  in  order  to  postpone  his 
^niuciatioDafor  our  faults  till  we  had  committed 


them,  than  through  the  anticipation  of  a  disor- 
dered imagination  to  charge  us  with  them  before- 
hand? I  would  ask  that  gentleman  whether 
French  conscriptions,  which  I  understand  to  be 
a  draught  by  lot  of  a  certain  number  from  all  the 
young  men  as  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  eighteeOt 
to  serve  for  five  years  only,  can  be  so  outrageous 
as  the  impressment  of  all  seamen,  without  a  lot, 
to  serve  for  life?  He  politely  cnarges  us  with 
practising  a  ductility  of  mind  that  begins  its 
work  by  deceiving  itself.  If  that  was  the  fact,  I 
ask  him  if  it  is  half  so  exceptionable  as  that  duc- 
tility of  mind  that  begins  and  prosecutes  ita  work 
by  deceiving  the  people  ?  He  concludes  by  charg- 
ing us  with  legislating  under  Executive  caprice. 
I  wish  I  could  charge  them  with  not  capriciously 
opposing  every  measure  of  Government^  how- 
ever intimately  connected  with  ito  prosperity  and 
happiness. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Gaoa- 
venor)  charges  us  with  pouring  out  incessant 
invectives  against  the  British  Government,  but 
he  forgot  to  state  that  they  were  defensive,  and  ' 
to  justify  us  against  the  invectives  of  the  Federal  ^ 
party  against  their  own  Government.  He  tells  ^ 
us  that  the  President's  soul  will  be  crimsoned 
with  the  blood  of  our  officers  and  soldiers,  by  vio-  ' 
latiog  our  act  of  retaliation,  which  is  limited  by 
the  modern  usage  of  nations.  If  our  soldiers, 
taken  in  arms,  fighting  for  their  country,  and  car- 
ried to  England,  shall  be  executed,  the  honest 
historian  will  &x  their  blood  on  the  bead  of  the  i 
Opposition,  and  will  I  trust  record  on  the  same 
page  their  opposition  to  the  law  of  reuliatioD,  i 
after  being  informed  by  the  President  that  be 
had  no  such  power  without  a  law  for  that  pur- 
pose. What  ought  to  be  the  respect  of  the  Army 
for  them,  who,  when  Britain  had  such  a  power, 
denied  it  to  their  own  Government?  This  gen- 
tleman is  so  well  read  in  the  secret  history  of 
Great  Britain,  that  he  tells  us  these  unfortnnate 
captives  begged  a  British  eaptain,  on  their  knees, 
for  a  pardon,  and  offered  to  enter  into  their  ser- 
vice upon  that  condition.  It  was  their  ferocity, 
and  the  scalping  knife  of  their  red  allies  they 
feared,  not  their  justice.  He  tells  us  Great  Brit- 
ain has  a  right  to  punish  them  under  her  muni- 
cipal laws— that  her  claim  of  perpetual  allegiance 
will  justify  her  in  punishing  them  as  traitors. 
And  if  Great  Britain  punishes  them  under  her 
municipal  laws  for  treason,  cannot  we  punish  her 
subjects  in  our  possession  by  our  municipal  law 
of  retaliation  ?  If  Great  Briuin,  after  being  in- 
formed as  she  has  been  of  our  intention  to  retali- 
ate, shall  murder  one  of  them,  and  we  retaliate, 
will  »he  not  be  guilty,  in  a  court  of  conscience,  of 
the  murder  of  her  own  subject  ?  Whatever  may 
be  the  case,  I  am  sure  that  while  she  believes 
that  will  be  their  unhappy  lot,  she  will  not  ven- 
ture on  the  experiment.  But  if  she  shall,  I  have 
not  a  ray  of  doubt  that  the  President  will  execute 
as  many  Britons  in  their  pUices,  agreeably  to  the 
law  of  retaliation  which  he  has  sworn  to  execate, 
and  thereby  stop  the  further  effusion  of  innocent 
American  blood. 

When  Mr.  Wbi«bt  had  concluded— 
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Mr.  CALBODif  rose  andlddressed  the  Chair,  as 
foIlowF :  t  . 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  now  more  than  two  weeks 
iinee  the  commenceineDt  of  this  debate ;  most  of 
which  time  has  been  consumed  by  the  Opposition 
in  attempting  to  proTe  the  bad  faith,  poverty, 
fbUy,  and  injosticeof  oar  GoTernment  and  coun- 
try i  for  all  of  their  arguments  and  declamation, 
bowerer  Tariant  and  contradictory,  are  reduci- 
ble to  two  objections  aj^inst  the  passage  of  this 
bill.    First,  that  such  is  the  want  of  capital,  or 
of  public  credit,  that  the  loan  cannot  be  had,  or 
it  most  be  at  an> extravagant  interest;  and  sec- 
ondly, if  it  could,  the  bill  ought  to  be  rejected, 
because  in  tbeir  opinion  the  war  is  unjust  and 
inexpedient.    The  last  of  these  objections,  I  pro- 
pose to  discass.     To  examine  both  at  large  would 
occopy  too  much  time.    Without,  therefore,  dis- 
cossing  the  question  whether  the  loan  can  or  can- 
not be  had,  1  will  merely  oSer  a  few  reflections 
incidentally  connected  with  it.    It  is  a  little  re- 
narkaUe  that  not  one  of  the  minority  has  dis- 
cQKed  the  material  points  on  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject; I  mean  the  question,  Is  the  money  proposed 
to  be  raised  by  this  bill  indispensable  for  the 
service  of  the  year  ?  and,  if  so,  is  a  loan  the'only, 
or  best  mode  of  obtaining  it  ?    The  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  has  present- 
ed an  estimate  of  the  expenses  already  ordered, 
or  which  most  be,  by  which  it  appears  that  the 
som  proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  bill,  with  the 
other  sources  of  the  revenue,  will  be  absolutely 
accessary  to  meet  them.    The  silence  of  the  Oj>- 
position  sanctions  the  correctness  of  the  estimate ; 
and  as  no  other  mode  has  been  indicated  of  ob- 
tainiog  the  necessary  supplies,  this  may  be  pre- 
saaed  to  be  the  only  one.    It  ceases  then  to  be  a 
aaestion,  whether  the  loan  can  be  had  at  this  or 
that  interest.    It  is  necessary ;  it  must  be  had ; 
uhI  the  rate  per  centum  will  depend  principally 
on  the  state  of  the  money  market — and  not  on 
the  argaments  here.    Agam  ;  on  comparing  the 
two  objections  to  the  passage  of  this  bill;  one  of 
them  destroys  all  conndence  in  the  other.    Our 
opponentsxontend  not  only  that  the  loan  cannot 
be  bad,  but  that  it  ought  not  to  be  granted.    To 
defeat  the  passage  of  this  bill,  or  to  prevent  its 
snceessful  operation  out  of  this  House,  are  the 
declared  objects  of  their  policy.    It  is  true  that 
all  have  not  made  the  latter  declaration;  but 
none, as  far  as  mv  memory  serves,  have  disavow- 
ed it.    When,  tnen.  they  argue  that  the  loan 
must  fail,  they  may  be  considered  either  as  dupes 
to  their  wishes,  or,  what  is  more  probable,  as  aim- 
ing to  destroy  the  confidence  of  moneyed  men  in 
the  public  faith ;  for  it  cannot  be  presumed  that 
they  have  any  hope  to  defeat  the  passage  of  the 
bilL 

Bnt  to  proceed  to  the  objection  which  I  pro- 
posed to  discuss.  The  war,  say  our  opponents. 
IS  onjast  and  inexpedient,  and  therefore  this  bill 
ought  to  be  rejected.  The  facts  of  the  supposed 
injustice  and  inexpediency  of  the  war,  on  which 
tfaitt  objection  rests,  have  claimed  the  exclusive 
attention  of  the  Opposition.  The  inference  de- 
doaed  from  tbem,  that  they  justify  the  rejection 


of  this  bill,  though  far  from  beins  an  intuitive  pro- 
position, has  received  no  part  of  their  arguments  or 
elucidation.  For  my  part,  I  consider  it  not  only 
false  but  dangetou^ ;  and  shall  therefore  not  only 
consider  the  alleged  injustice  and  inexpediency 
of  the  war,  but  the  inference  assumed  from  those 
charges.  I  trust,  with  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee, to  prove  that  both  are  eaually  unfounded. 
I  must  beg  an  attentive  and  deliberate  hearing : 
for  a  correct  mode  of  thinking  on  this  subject,  I 
do  sincerely  believe  to  be  necessary  to  the  lasting 

Srosperiiy  of  our  country.  I  say  an  attentive  and 
eliberate  hearing,  for  it  is  not  sufficient  that  the 
mind  be  fixed  on  the  discussion ;  but  it  should 
also  be  free  from  those  passions  and  prejudices 
unfavorable  to  the  reception  of  truth.  The  fact 
that  discussion  here  assumes  the  form  of  debate, 
produces  a  state  of  things  unfavorable  to  dispas- 
sionate attention.  In  debate  here,  as  between 
two  individuals,  the  opposite  sides  are  much 
more  disposed  to  find  objections  to  an  argument, 
be  it  ever  so  clear,  than  to  receive  it  with  a  pro- 
per degree  of  assent.  In  their  zeal  the  interest 
of  the  country  is  too  often  forgot.  Mutual  re- 
crimination, and  not  to  discover  and  persuade  to 
do  what  is  right,  is  but  too  commonly  the  object. 
I  hope  what  I  have  to  say  will  not  be  viewed  as 
a  mere  exercise  of  skill  in  a  discussion,  in  which 
those  who  hear  me  have  little  or  no  interest;  but 
as  containing  principles  believed  to  be  essential 
to  the  public  interest.  I  trust  I  hold  in  proper 
contempt  the  spirit  of  idle  debate.  Its  heat  and 
zeal  are  momentary.  Not  so  with  our  principles 
and  measures.  On  them  must  depend  our  future 
prosperity  and  happiness. 

Is  the  war  unjust  and  inexpedient?  This  is 
the  question  which  I  now  propose  to  discuss. 
The  eagerness  and  zeal  with  wnich  our  oppo- 
nents endeavor  to  prove  this  point,  seem  to  me 
not  at  all  consbtent  with  sound  principles  or  due 
love  of  our  country.  In  their  zeal  they  often  pre- 
sume that  we  are  wrong  and  our  enemy  right; 
and  that  on  us  is  the  burden  to  prove  that  their 
charges  are  false,  before  they  have  attempted  to 
prore  them  to  be  true.  How  contrary  this  to  the 
maxims  of  Roman  wisdom !  That  wise  and  vir- 
tuous people,  so  far  from  presuming  their  country 
to  be  wrong,  considered  it  as  a  crime  in  a  citizen 
to  doubt  ofthe  justice  of  the  public  cause.  In  a 
state  of  war  how  worthy  of  our  imitation  I  It 
was  at  the  root  of  Roman  greatness.  Without  it 
a  free  State  will  ever  lose  much  of  its  peculiar 
and  native  strength ;  the  spontaneous  and  concur- 
ring zeal  of  its  citizens.  The  charge  of  injustice 
and  inexpediency  against  the  war  necessarily 
leads  me  to  investigate  its  cause.  It  originatedi 
as  agreed  on  all  sides,  in  certain  commercial  ag- 
gressions on  the  part  of  England,  and  her  prac- 
tice of  impressing  American  seamen  from  Ame)r- 
ican  vessels  on  the  high  seas.  Though  I  have 
named  commercial  injuries  first,  it  is  my  inten- 
tion to  give  impressment  the  preference  in  the 
order  ofdiscussion ;  not  only  because  the  war  is 
continued  for  it,  but  because  it  is  of  greater  in- 
trinsic importance.  The  life  and  liberty  of  a 
citizen  are  more  important  to  him  and  his  coun- 
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try  than  his  property ;  aod  consequently  the  ob- 
ligation to  protect  the  former  more  sacred  than 
t&  latter.  To  the  truth  of  this  position^  our  po- 
litical institution  bears  testimony.  A  single  ju- 
dicial process  determines  on  a  question  of  pro- 
perty ;  but  it  requires  a  double  investigation,  nrst 
before  a  grand  jury  and  then  a  petit,  before  the 
humblest  and  most  suspected  citizen  can  be  de- 
prived of  life  or  liberty.  This  is  a  mode  of  think- 
ing worthy  of  a  free  people,  and  in  fact  is  essen- 
tia to  the  permanent  existence  of  their  freedom. 
Yes,  life  and  liberty,  those  precious  giAs  of  Hea- 
ven, are  by  our  laws  and  constitutions  guarantied 
to  all.  They  may  be  abused  and  forfeited  to  the 
country ;  but  cannot  be  torn  away  by  the  hand 
of  arbitrary  power.  Let  us  bear  these  sentimen  ts 
in  our  minds  and  bring  them  in  our  bosoms  to 
.  the  discussion  of  this  subject. 

It  is  fortunate  that  the  facts  connected  with 
impressment  are  few  and  undoubted.  I  set  aside 
for  the  present  the  pretext  and  principle  on  which 
Great  Britain  acts  in  relation  to  it.  None  can 
deny  that  a  great  number  of  American  sailors 
have  been  impressed  from  on  board  American 
vessels  on  the  ni^h  seas,  and  by  force  compelled 
to  serve  a  sovereupi  to  whom  they  owe  no  alle- 
giance, and  to  fignt  battles  in  which  they  have 
no  interest.  It  is  equally  certain,  that  the  prac- 
tice is  of  long  continuance;  and  tnat  negotiation 
has  often  and  in  vain  been  resorted  to  fbr  redress. 
I  say  a  mat  number  rather  than  specify  any  par- 
ticular, because  I  do  not  conceive  the  exact  num- 
ber to  be  material ;  and  also,  because  I  do  not 
wish  to  incorporate  anything  the  least  doubtful 
in  the  statement.  On  this  point,  however,  the 
two  Governments  are  pretty  well  agreed.  Ours 
estimates  the  entire  number  taken  at  something 
more  than  six  thousand ;  and  the  British  Gov- 
ernment ackhowledffed  that,  at  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war,  they  had  sixteen  hundred  at  least  on 
board  their  nublic  vessels.  After  deducting  from 
our  list  the  aead  by  battle  and  disease,  the  desert- 
ers and  the  liberated,  it  will  be  found  that  theirs 
exceeds  our  estimate.  To  the  shame  of  the  mi- 
nority, thev  alone  have  attempted  to  throw  any 
doubt  on  tnis  point — and  to  diminish  the  inj'ury 
of  the  enemy  below  their  own  acknowledgment. 
On  this  simple  statement,  there  are  two  inferences 
80  clear,  that  I  feel  it  almost  an  insult  to  the  un- 
derstanuing  of  this  Committee  to  state  them.  I 
must  seek  for  my  apology  in  the  efforts  of  our 
opponente  to  render  that  doubtful  which  in  itself 
is  so  manifest :  I  mean  the  violation  of  the  rights 
and  liberty  of  the  impressed  American  seamen, 
and  the  correspondent  duty  imposed  on  their 
oountnr  to  defend  them.  I  Know  of  no  illustra- 
tion of  a  proposition  so  perfectly  clear.  No  head 
can  be  so  impenetrable  as  not  to  perceive  its  truth ; 
no  heart  so  callous  as  not  to  feel  its  obligation. 
For,  who  is  there  in  this  community  of  freemen, 
that  is  willing  to  renounce  the  claim  of  protection 
which  he  has  on  all,  or  withhold  the  duty  which 
he  is  under  to  all  ?  It  is  the  essence  of  civil  so- 
ciety. Such  and  so  simple  is  the  truth  on  which 
the  cause  of  our  country  stands.  On  these  essen- 
tial fiicts  and  inferences  we  are  then  on  all  sides 


agreed.  The  obligation  of  the  €k>vemment  is 
established.  How  then  are  we  to  be  absolved 
from  so  sacred  a  duty  ?  The  impressed,  the  en- 
slaved seamen  have  invoked  the  protection  of 
their  country.  Shall  it  be  extended  to  them,  or 
shall  it  be  withheld  ?  This  is  the  question  now 
proposed  for  our  consideration,  and  which  natu- 
rally introduces  the  various  arguments  of  the  mi- 
nority on  this  important  subject.  They  combat 
against  inferences  the  most  clear  and  powerful ; 
proportionally  perspicuous  and  strouff  must  be  the 
reasons  to  justify  their  conduct  I  wul  commence 
with  that  which, I  believe  to  be  most  relied  on; 
because  most  frequently  and  zealously  urged  in 
justification  of  our  enemy.  It  is  said  that  they  take 
American  citizens  by  mistake,  and  not  by  princi- 
ple ;  their  object  is  to  take  their  own  seamen,  but, 
from  the  impossibility  of  distinguishing,  the 
American  seamen  is  impressed.  The  answer  is 
plain  and  decisive.  The  argument  is  founded  in 
a  misconception.  The  duty  which  the  country 
owes  to  the  impressed  sailors  originates  in  a  sin- 
gle fact,  that  thev  are  unjustly  deprived  by  a  for- 
eign nation  of  their  liberty.  The  principle  on 
which  they  are  deprived  of  their  lioerty,  or  the 
manner,  constitutes  no  part  of  it.  Whether  done 
by  principle  or  mistake,  it  is  true,  may  have  a 
bearing  on  the  continuance  of  the  practice  and  its 
future  extent.  For  what  is  done  by  mistake  or 
accident  generaUy  leaves  this  consolation,  that 
it  will  not  probably  occur  again;  but  wnat  is 
done  by  principle  may  be  expected  to  continue. 
We  have  not  even  this  hope.  The  evil  is  invet- 
erate. The  mistake,  if  one  it  is,  must  forever 
happen  so  long  as  the  present  practice  is  contin- 
ued of  impressing  from  American  vessels.  It, 
therefore,  operates^  as  it  resards  us,  as  if  it  were 
the  result  of  principle.  I,  however,  deny  the  fact 
on  which  this  justification  rests.  The  object  of 
England  is  not  to  take  her  seamen  only.  By  re- 
curring to  official  documents  on  this  subject,  it 
will  be  found,  that  she  impresses  persons  on  board 
of  our  vessels  who  could  not  be  mistaken  for 
British  sailors.  She  takes,  indiscriminately,  Dane, 
Dutch,  Spaniard,  and  seamen  of  any  nation.  To 
speak  another  language  and  to  wear  a  diflferent 
complexion  are,  it  seems,  no  evidence  with  the 
British  Government  that  he  is  not  an  English 
sailor.  What  then  is  the  principle  of  that  Gov- 
ernment on  this  subject  1  If  we  are  to  judge  by 
facts,  and  not  by  pretexts,  which  will  never  be 
wanting,  if  we  are  simple  enough  to  believe  them, 
it  is  this :  they  claim,  at  least  as  far  as  we  are 
concerned,  that  every  seafaring  person  found  on 
the  ocean  is  presumptively  an  Enfflishman.  and 
bound  to  serve  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  'they 
admit,  it  is  true,  this  presumption  to  be  rebutted 
in  a  single  case,  and  only  in  that ;  by  th^  seaman 
proving  that  be  belongs  to  the  country  to  which 
the  flag  does  under  which  he  sails.  If,  for  in- 
stance, the  vessel  is  American,  that  be  was  bom 
in  the  United  States.  The  impress  officer,  the 
very  person  interested  against  him,  js,  however, 
the  judge  and  jury  who  presides  in  this  mock  trial 
of  nativitv.  It  is  thus  that  the  American  ftac 
is  insoited— it  is  thus  the  American  citizen  u 
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stripped  of  his  liberty  uader  iu  protectioD  !  At 
home,  he  holds  his-  Libert v  under  tne  protection  of 
the  most  sacred  laws ;  aoroad— no,  I  will  not  ad- 
mit the  distinction,  for  while  under  our  flag  he  is 
still  at  home — he  holds  life  and  liberty  at  the 
mercy  of  erery  insignificant  drunken  midship- 
man f  Bat  let  us  attend  for  a  moment  longer  to 
the  object  of  this  principle  of  the  British  .Govern- 
ment, as  illustrated  by  practice.  A  war  in  Eu- 
rope, in  which  England  is  engaged, sooner  or  later, 
extends  to  all  of  the  other  Powers  in  that  part  of 
the  globe.  In  consequence  of  her  superiority  at 
sea,  the  nari^tion  and  commerce  of  other  States 
are  destroye<^  or  suspended  in  a  state  of  war }  and 
their  seamen,  who  cannot  readily  change  their 
habits^  are  compelled  to  seek  employment  in  for- 
eign serriee.  Until  lately,  America  remaining 
neotiai,  and  offering  high  wages,  they  naturally 
preferred  oars.  To  this  state  of  facts,  her  prin- 
ciple of  impressing  all  foreign  seamen  was  ap- 
plied ;  and  by  its  operation  forced  those  who  were 
by  their  own  consent  employed  in  our  vessels,  to 
serre  by  compulsion  in  her  navy.  Thus  by  a 
tin^  process,  under  the  pretext  of  taking  her 
own  seamen,  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
world  are  converted  into  a  nursery  to  support  the 
British  navy ;  and  the  practice  of  impressment 
from  neutrals,  on  investigation,  is  discovered  to 
W,  hke  all  of  her  other  encroachments,  a  system 
of  aniversal  monopoly.  Unless  resisted  by  the 
att^df  and  persevering  eflbrts  of  other  nations, 
she  must  eventually  draw  the  commerce  of  the 
world  into  the  vortex  of  her  system. 

It  is  next  urged,  that  this  is  an  ancient  custom 
on  the  part  of  England,  and  Europe  generally ; 
that  it  IS  a  part  of  the  law  of  nations  to  impress 
on  beard  of  neptral  vessels  on  the  high  seas. 
Those  who  urge  this  argument  ought  to  substan- 
tiate it  by  a  reference  to  the  facts  and  to  elemen- 
tary writers  on  public  law.  Until  this  is  done,  it 
cannot  be  considered  in  a  stronger  light  than  a 
mere  assertion.  I,  for  my  part,  do  not  believe 
that  it  ever  constituted  the  custom  of  Europe,  or 
that  of  England,  till  since  the  period  of  the  Ame- 
lictn  war.  If  it  were  a  general  custom,  why  not 
recognised  by  some  of  the  many  writers  on  the 
laws  of  nations  ?  They  minutely  state  the  cases 
in  which  a  belligerent  may  enter  a  neutral  vessel 
for  the  purpose  of  search.  Why  not  this,  also  ? 
None  .ot  the  rights  of  search  would  be  more  im- 
portant and  would  better  deserve  their  attention 
than  thiL  if  it  really  were  one.  Their  silence, 
then,  is  decisive  against  the  custom.  I  know 
that  some  English  writers  have  set  up  an  old 
elaimi  formed  on  the  orders  of  their  Government ; 
bat  there  n  no  proof  of  acquiescence  on  the  part 
of  other  Powers ;  and.  if  they  had,  it  could  not 
be  obligatory  on  us.  The  law  of  nations  is  com- 
posed principally  of  usages  originating  in  mutual 
convenience.  Among  the  nations  of  modem 
Eon^  who  are  distinguishable  by  their  language 
and  eonotenance,  it  is  possible  that  impressment 
on  board  of  neatral  vessels  there,  majr  not  be  lia- 
ble to  the  mistakes  and  abuses  or  which  we  com- 
plain, and  even  that  it  might  be  a  mutual  conve- 
aitaee.    Soch  a  custom,  Uien,  would  not  be  ex- 


traordinary. But  were  those  nations  related,  aa 
are  America  and  England  ;  and  if  the  practice 
must,  from  necessity,  be  attended  with  incessant 
abuse,  it  never  could  exist.  If  our  opponents, 
then,  nad  proved,  and  not  merely  asserted,  such 
a  custom,  as  between  us  and  England,  our  coun' 
try  would  have  formed  an  exception.  It  is  not 
applicable  to  our  condition;  it  is  unequal,  not 
reciprocal,  and  attended  with  incessant  abuse.  As 
applied  to  us,  then,  the  general  usage,  if  there 
were  one,  ought  to  be  removed  by  treaty,  so  as 
to  suit  the  mutual  convenience  of  both  parties; 
an  object  which  this  countrv  has  ever  bc«n  anx* 
ious  to  effect,  but  which  has  been  studiously 
avoided  hj  our  enemy.  If,  however,  our  oppo- 
nents still  insist  that  it  is  a  right,  under  the  law 
of  nations,  and  must,  notwithstanding  the  argu- 
ment which  I  have  advanced,  be  considered  as 
applicable  to  us.  we  may  meet  usage  with  usage ; 
as  rather  doubtful  uncertain  usase,  and  opposed 
to  reason,  by  that  which  is  undoubted,  and  found- 
ed in  the  very  essence  of  civil  society.  If  to  im- 
press in  neutral  vessels  is  a  usage  of  England  and 
the  rest  of  Europe,  how  much  more  so  is  it  to 
afford  protection  to  the  subjects  ag;ainst  foreign 
violence.  This  is  the  usage  which  is  certain  and 
universal — not  confined  to  any  particular  nation 
— not  originating  in  accidental  cironmstances— 
all  States,  the  most  weak  and  contemptible,  claim 
it;  and  it  is  so  mixed  into  the  very  essence  of 
society,  that  it  cannot  be  relinquished  withont 
certain  destruction.  On  this  custom,  which  eom- 
bines  both  right  and  doty,  we  may  oppose  any 
pretext  or  claim  of  our  enemy. 

But,  say  some  of  our  opponents,  we  are  wiUii^ 
to  defend  native-born  American  seamen,  but  not 
the  naturalized.  I  know  not  how  those  who 
make  this  distinction  can  answer  a  simple  ques- 
tion, founded  on  fact.  American  seamen— -yes^ 
sixteen  hundred,  at  least,  native-born  American 
seamen,  by  the  acknowledgment  of  the^ British 
Government,  are  impressed  and  held  in  bondage. 
If,  then,  you  are  willing  to  defend  such,  why  not 
support  the  war  now  carried  on  solely  for  the  de- 
fence of  these  unfortunate  citizens  ?  What  avail 
is  the  declaration,  that  you  are  willing  to  defend 
them,  when  you  will  not  move  a  finger  in  their 
cause  ?  But  the  distinction  between  native  and 
naturalized  is  without  truth  or  reason.  It  con- 
stitutes no  part  of  the  controversy  between  tha 
two  counuies.  We  contended  for  the  defenea 
of  American  seamen  generally ;  the  enemy  has 
not  distinguished  between  the  one  or  the  other 
class.  He  insists  on  continuing  a  custom  which 
makes  both  equally  liable  to  his  oppression.  We 
will  not,  we  cannot,  hear  of  a  distinction,  until 
some  security  is  afforded  against  the  abuse  of 
which  we  complain.  Until  then,  I  can  consider 
it  only  as  an  equivocation,  which  acknowledges 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  protect,  but  evades 
the  discharge  of  it.  We  are  told  that  our  sea- 
men ask  no  protection,  and  that  it  is  strange  thai 
those  who  are  most  remote  and  least  interested 
should  discover  the  greatest  anxiety  for  them.  As 
to  the  first  partx>f  this  argument,  I  deny  its  truth. 
The  sailors  have  claimed  our  protection.    They 
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hare  importaned  and  inyoked  their  coantry  for 
it.  We  have  had  their  application  for  protection 
laid  before  this  House  ia  the  form  of  a  document. 
It  forms  a  large  irolume.  Considering  the  cold 
indifference  with  which  we  have  heard  their 
prayer,  I  wonder  that  they  hare  not.  long  since, 
ceased  to  consider  us  as  their  guardians.  But  we 
who  stand  forth  to  discharge  this  sacred  duty, 
are  charged  with  being  back-woodsmen,  men 
who  never  saw  a  ship  until  convened  here  in  our 
legislative  capacity.  Admit  the  fact,  and  what 
then?  Such  generous  sympathy  for  those  who 
stand  connected  with  us  only  by  the  ties  of  citi- 
zenship, dpes  honor  to  our  country.  I  hope  it  is 
not  strange.  It  is  iisual.  Our  history  aoounds 
with  many  instances  of  this  sympathy  of  the 
whole,  with  any  part.  When  it  ceases  to  be  nat- 
ural, we  will  cease  to  be  one  nation.  It  consti- 
tutes our  real  union — the  rest  is  form.  The  won- 
der is,  in  fact,  on  the  other  side.  Since  it  cannot 
be  denied,  that  American  citizens  are  held  in  for- 
ewn  bondage,  how  strange  that  those  who  boast 
01  being  neighbors  and  relations,  should  be  dead 
to  all  sympathy,  or  should  not  have  the  manly 
apirit  to  make  a  generous  effort' for  their  relief! 
There  was  a  time  when  our  opponents,  to  their 
honor,  were  not  so  cold  on  this  subject.  The  ven- 
erable gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  ano- 
ther gentleman,  high  in  the  ranks  of  his  party, 
formerly  felt  and  spoke  as  we  now  do  on  it- 
like  Americans.  How  unhappy  the  change !  how 
unaccountable  I  Unless,  indeed,  by  the  poison- 
ous effects  of  the  spirit  of  systematic  opposition  ; 
a  spirit  which,  I  lately  observed  on  another  occa- 
sion, clings  more  strongly  to  the  cause  of  a  party, 
than  that  of  the  country. 

But  great  frauds,  say  our  opponents,  are  com- 
mitted in  the  certifitates  of  protection.  I  will 
not  spend  much  time  on  this  frivolous  argument. 
What  right  has  England  to  complain  of  the 
frauds,  if  they  really  do  exist?  Whether  they 
do  or  not,  I  do  not  think  worth  the  inquiry.  The 
argument,  taken  at  the  best,  can  have  no  weight, 
except  with  those  who  think  that  the  freeborn 
citizens  of  this  country,  under  our  flag,  are  to  be 
protected,  like  a  slave,  by  a  pass  in  nis  pocket. 
To  give  weight  to  it,  we  mu^t  forget  our  rights 
and  duties  as  an  independent  nation.  The  framers 
of  the  law,  under  which  the  protections  are  taken 
out,  did  not  intend  that  they  should  protect  while 
navigating  the  ocean.  The  object  was  to  iden- 
tify the  seamen  as  Americans  in  the  ports  of  for- 
eign countries;  and  this  construction  has  been 
given  to  it  b)r  our  Government  in  its  negotiation 
with  the  British.  In  this  view,  the  law  is  not 
unworthy  of  the  wisdom  and  independence  of 
our  country;  but  I  can  scarcely  conceive  a  great- 
er national  degradation  than  the  policy  of  afford- 
ing protection  to  our  seamen  on  the  high  seas 
and  under  our  flag,  by  a  pass. 

On  the  subject  of  impressment  one  argument 
onl^  remains  to  be  replied  to.  The  practice  of 
taking  seamen  in  our  vessels  is  necessary,  say  our 
opponents,  to  the  existence  of  England.  I  would 
be  happy  to  know  the  reason  why  iTis  necessary. 
W6  have  pledged  ourselves  by  a  law,  which  we 


offer  to  make  the  basis  of  a  treaty,  not  to  employ 
a  single  British  sailor.  The  -provisions  of  the 
bill  are  ampfe;  and  we  are  willing  to  give  her 
every  reasonable  security  on  this  point.  When 
the  assertion  is  then  made,  in  the  face  of  this  law 
and  disposition  to  exclude  her  seamen,  that  the 
practice  of  impressing  on  board  of  our  vessels  is 
necessary  to  her  existence,  it  must  be  meant,  if 
anything  is,  in  relation  to  American  sailors.  If 
so,  before  we  surrender  our  rights  and  duty  to  the 
disposition  of  a  foreign  Power,  I  think  it  would 
be  prudent  to  establish  two  points  connected  with 
this  subject.  In  the  first  place,  it  ou|ht  to  be 
clearly  proved  to  be  necessary  to  the  existence  of 
England.  I,  for  one,  will  not  agree  to  yield  our 
independence  on  mere  assertion,  however  re- 
spectable the  authority  may  be  by  which  it  is 
made.  In  the  next  place,  it  ought  to  be  proved 
to  be  our  duty  to  suomit.  The  sense  of  moral 
obligation  is  peculiarly  strong  in  the  bosoms  of 
the  American  people.  However  sreat  the  sacri- 
fice, if  our  opponents  can  establish  it  to  be  their 
dutv,  I  dare  pledge  myself  they  will  make  it. 
Till  both  are  satisfactorily  proved,  it  would  be 
highly  unreasonable  for  them  to  demand  of  this 
country  an  acquiescence  in  a  practice  so  ruinous. 
Our  existence  is  at  stake  no  less  than  hers;  or. 
rather,  the  danger  to  her  is  imaginary,  to  us,  real 
and  certain.  An  undeviAting  attachment  to  its 
duty  is  the  blood  and  life  of  a  free  State.  Ha- 
bitual departure  from  it  must,  sooner  or  later,  be 
fatal.  It  infuses  a  poison  into  the  system  which 
will  corrupt  and  destroy.  Take  this  very  case. 
It  is  our  duty,  most  sacredljr  our  duty,  to  protect 
the  life  and  liberty  of  our  citizens  against  foreign 
oppression.  Instead  of  doinff  our  duty,  we  haTe, 
for  many  years,  quietly  beheld  them  forced  into 
a  hateful  foreign  service.  What  has  been  the 
reason  of  this  conduct  of  ours  ?  The  want  of 
power  ?  No ;  a  vigorous  and  decisive  effort  in 
the  very  first  instance,  before  the  enemy  had 
learned  to  be  arrogant  by  our  submission,  v^ould 
have  strangled  it  in  its  birth.  We  yielded  be- 
cause we  wished  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  peace, 
its  ease,  its  comforts,  above  all,  its  means  of  ma- 
king money.  The  practical  language  of  the  Gor- 
ernment  to  the  people  was,  it  is  better  to  be  rich 
than  to  be  virtuous.  Can  we,  then,  wonder  at 
the  alarming  growth  of  avarice?  It  is  to  be 
traced  back  to  the  original  sin  of  our  Govern- 
ment. The  first  American  citizen  impressed, 
and  not  immediately  liberated,  was  good  cause, 
in  my  opinion,  imperious  cause  of  war.  No  cal- 
culation of  ^ain  should  have  prevented  it  To 
do  our  duty  is  more  important  than  to  be  rich. 

Before  I  take  my  leave  of  this  subject,  I  will 
present  to  the  Committee  what  I  consider  as  a  * 
confession  of  the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  the 
correctness  of  our  policy.  I  allude  to  the  habit- 
ual and  obvious  misstatement  which  our  oppo- 
nents make  on  this  subject.  They  say  that  we 
continue  the  war  to  compel  Gfreat  Britain  to  re- 
nounce the  right  of  impressing  her  own  subjects. 
The]r  OAUst  know  that  this  is  not  the  fact,  and 
that  it  is  calculated  to  mislead  the  opinion  of  the 
people.    Why  not  state  it  as  it  really  is  ?    Why 
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Bot  n^,  what  they  know  to  be  true,  that  the  war 
b  cootraoed  to  protect  from  impressment  Ameri- 
can sailors?  Is  it  not  a  fear  of  the  public  senti- 
ment? Is  it  not  a  strong  acknowledgment  that 
the  principle  we  contend  for,  if  understood,  would 
meet  with  kind  and  congenial  feelings  in  the  bo- 
som of  the  American  people?  When  the  head  is 
right,  there  is,  among  a  free  people,  but  little 
danger  of  the  heart.  When  they  are  agreed  in 
facts  and  inferences,  they  will  nerer  disagree  in 
sentiment. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  consider  the  next  cause 
of  the  war,  the  injuries  done  by  Great  Britain  to 
oar  commerce.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  speak 
of  them  in  the  detail,  or  to  consider  them  as  par- 
ticular acts  injurious  to  our  trading  interest. 
This  riew  has  been  often  presented,  and  is  well 
onderslood.  I  propose  to  ascend  to  their  origin, 
and  to  point  out  the  spirit  and  principles  of 
the  €K>Yernment  from  which  they  have  flown 
This  view  has  not  yet  been  taken,  though  it  is  of 
the  most  interesting  nature.  The  detail  of  Brit 
ish  injustice  may  rouse  our  indignation,  but  it  is 
only  by  reflecting  on  the  principles  and  character 
of  her  Qoremment  that  we  can  justly  appreci- 
ate the  extent  of  our  danger^  and  the  measures 
best  calculated  to  counteract  it.  Even  the  repeal 
of  her  Orders  in  Council,  and  the  consequent 
sospeasion  of  commercial  injuries,  do  not  strip 
this  view  of  the  sdbiect  of  any  of  its  interest. 
For  it  oiight  erer  to  be  remembered  that  the  or- 
ders lesciodtng  the  celebrated  orders  of  1807  and 
1809^  expressly  retain  their  principle.  They,  then, 
only  ilnmber ;  aqd,  as  sure  as  we  exist,  her  tem- 
per and  policy  will  rouse  them  into  action  on  the 
first  Aiitable  occasion,  unless  prevented  by  the 
iirm  and  spirited  conduct  of  this  and  other  na- 
tions interested  in  a  free  trade.  The  commercial 
policy  of  Grreat  Britain,  which  has  vexed  and  an- 
nihilated the  commerce  of  every  other  nation,  be- 
gan distinctly  to  develop  itself  in  the  year  1756, 
from  which  time  to  the  present,  I  assert,  without 
the  fear  of  contradiction,  she  has  habitually  strug- 

eed  to  enlarge  what  she  terms  her  maritime  and 
Uigereni  riffhu  on  the  ocean,  at  the  expense  of 
aeatrals.  The  assertion  is  predicated  on  histori- 
cal &ct8,  which  the  general  information  of  most 
of  the  members  of  this  Committee  will  enable 
tlMa  to  decide  for  themselves.  I  have  neither 
the  inclination  nor  the  time  to  recite  and  exam- 
ine the  whole  series  in  connexion.  I  will  con- 
tent myself  with  taking  a  brief  notice  of  some 
of  tlie  most  leading  and  characteristic  facts.  At 
their  liead,  in  point  of  time,  is  the  order  which 
takes  its  name  from  the  year  already  mentioned, 
and  which  distinctly  marks  the  commencement 
of  this  policy.  The  character  of  this  celebrated 
role  or  order  is  so  well  known  as  to  need  no  com- 
ment. In  the  war  of  our  Revolution  she  still 
farther  enlarged  her  maritime  and  belligerent 
p^icy,  particnlarlv  in  the  shape  of  blockades, 
since  so  enormously  extended.  This,  and  other 
encroachments  at  that  time,  produced  that  asso- 
ciation of  nations  called  the  Armed  Neutrality. 
The  object  of  it  was  to  check  farther  encroach- 
■enta,  and  to  remedy  those  that  already  existed. 


It  was  acceded  to  hj  almost  every  nation  in  Eu- 
rope. On  the  breaking  out  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution, she,  in  pursuit  of  the  same  policy,  made 
farther  encroachments.  One  of  the  most  consid- 
erable, and  which  was  severely  felt  by  this  coun- 
try, was  an  enlargement  of  articles  contraband  of 
war,  so  as  to  extend  them  to  the  numerous  and 
important  articles  of  breadstuffs.  This  was  during 
Washington's  Administration,  and  was  the  prin- 
cipal one  of  that  period  of  our  history.  Prepa- 
rations were  then  made  to  appeal  to  anns  for  the 
redress  of  so  serious  an  injury,  but  was  prevented 
by  England's  agreeing  to  make  compensation  for 
the  injuries  which  we  had  sustained.  With  such 
spirit  did  our  Government  then  act,  although  the 
injury  then  sustained  dwindles  into  nothing  com- 
pared to  the  present ;  and  with  so  little  accuracy 
has  a  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Grosvbn- 
or)  spoken,  who  not  only  magnified  the  aggres- 
sions of  that  period  over  the  present,  but  stated 
that  Washington  was  unwilling  to  resort  to  arms 
for  redress.  In  the  present  war  with  France,  her 
maritime  and  commercial  policy  has  hastened  to 
its  perfection.  In  the  year  1805  it  assumed  an 
aspect  most  threatening  to  our  commerce.  It  fell 
on  our  carrying  trade,  at  that  time  in  a  most 
flourishing  condition.  Let  it  be  remarked— let 
it  be  laid  up  in  our  memory— -that  the  old  rule  of 
'56,  the  parent  of  all  these  aggressions,  was,  after 
many  years,  revived,  and  made  the  apology  for 
our  wrongs.  Just  so  may  we  expect  the  revoked 
orders  to  revive.  Blockades  and  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil followed  the  destruction  of  our  carrying  trade. 
They  are  too  recent,  and  too  severely  felt,  to  need 
a  particular  recital.  Negotiation  was  tried — ne- 
gotiation failed ;  and  the  injuries  continuing,  have 
ended  in  the  present  relation  between  the,  two 
countries. 

The  English  maritime  and  belligerent  policy 
is  not  only  such  as  I  have  proved  it  to  be^  but  it 
is  a  policy  peculiar  to  her,  and  is  in  opposition  to 
the  interest  of  the  rest  of  the  world.  It  is  the  in- 
terest and  wbh  of  all  other  civilized  nations  to 
ameliorate,  or,  if  the  expression  is  justifiable,  to 
humanize  the  belligerent  rights  on  the  ocean. 
England  stands  alone.  To  establish  this  position 
it  would  be  necessary  to  consider  a  little  more  in 
detail  the  series  of  facts  to  which  I  have  already 
alluded;  but,  as  I  am  fearful  of  being  tedious,  I 
must  check  my  inclination  and  confine  myself  to 
a  few  observations  only.  A  signal  proof  of  the 
peculiar  policy  of  England  may  be  found  in  the 
history  of  the  armed  neutrality,  which  had  for  its 
object,  as  already  observed,  the  restriction  of  some 
of  those  pretended  belligerent  righu.  Russia, 
Sweden,  Denmark,  Portugal,  Spain,  and  even 
France,  though  then  a  belligerent  Power,  acceded 
to  it.  It  may  however  be  said,  that  France,  too, 
has  often'  committed  injuries  on  neutral  trade. 
The  fact  is  admitted.  But  without  wishing  to 
apologize  for  her,  I  conceive  there  has  been  a 
marked  distinction  (arising  out  of  her  situation) 
between  her  conduct  and  England.  The  latter 
has  steadily  pursued  a  policy  hostile  to  neutral 
commerce  on  established  principles;  the  former 
has  been  irregular  in  her  hostilities,  indicating 
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more  of  passion  than  system*  Besides,  she  has 
always  expressed  a  regret  for  her  injuries ;  and 
represented  them,  however  unjustifiable,  as  in- 
tended to  counteract  those  of  England. 

It  remains  now  to  prove  what  is  the  tendency 
of  the  British  maritime  and  commercial  policy ; 
and  where,  if  not  counteracted,  it  will  consummate 
itself.  Reason  and  the  |^eneral  convenience  of 
nations  have  for  centuries  established  certain 
usages,  by  which  belligerent  Powers  are  in  many 
instances  restrained  from  doing  all  the  injury  in 
their  power  to  each  other  from  a  regard  to  the 
interest  of  others.  These  usages  constitute  the 
lights  of  neutrals,  which  are  for  the  most  part 
well  defined  by  tlie  many  writers  on  the  laws  of 
nations.  Under  the  cover  of  what  she  calls  her 
belligerent  and  maritime  rights,  the  object  and 
tendency  of  the  British  policy  is  to  throw  all  those 
restraints  on  the  ocean.  It  is  in  fact  to  undo  all 
that  has  been  gained  to  civilization  on  that  ele- 
ment, and  to  return  to  the  lawless  state  of  barba- 
rous ages.  It  is  the  interest  of  every  other  Power 
to  restrain  her  within  the  limits  of  the  ancient 
barriers ;  for  if  they  are  once  transcended,  there 
are  no  limits  but  what  her  power  or  interest  may 
dictate.  Neutral  commerce,  as  such,  will  be  an- 
nihilated. She  will  jjudge  according  to  her  plea- 
sure what  is  beneficial  to  her  enemy,  and  what 
to  herself.  The  latter  will  be  spared,  the  former 
destroyed.  Nor  will  the  evil  stop  here.  The 
waives  of  power  are  incessantly  washing  away 
the  mounds  that  restrain  them.  The  transition 
is  easy  from  this  boundless  extension  of  her  bel- 
ligerent policy,  to  a  system  of  universal  monopoly, 
in  peace  as  well  as  war ;  a  system  which  considers 
the  ocean  as  her  peculiar  domain.  I  omitted,  in 
its  proper  place,  an  argument  which  strongly 
illustrates  this  part  of  the  subject ;  I  allude  to  the 
great  changes  made  in  the  British  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty. Formerly  it  held  jurisdiction,  like  all 
similar  tribunals  in  other  countries,  under  the 
laws  of  nations  only.  It  was  the  creature  of 
those  laws,  and  intended  only  to  carry  their  rules 
into  execution.  They  were,  of  course,  not  under 
the  municipal  laws  of  the  country  where  they 
happened  to  be  located,  as  far  as  it  regarded  the 
roles  of  their  decision.  Thus  constituted,  they 
were  one  of  the  principal  ornaments  of  the  civili- 
zation of  modern  times.  The  whole  of  this  is 
now  reversed.  The  Courts  of  Admiralty  receive 
laws  as  reffularly  from  the  British  Government, 
as  those  of  Westminster.  The  only  difference  is, 
that  the  statutes  of  Parliament  form  the  rules  of 
decision  to  the  one,  and  the  Orders  in  Council  to 
the  other.  It  is  thus  that  England  legislates  for 
the  ocean,  and  consequently  for  the  world,  on 
that  great  highway — and  has  her  proper  tribunal, 
with  commensurate  jurisdiction,  to  carry  into 
effect  her  laws.  But  why  should  I  consume  time 
to  prove  her  maritime  policy  ?  Who  is  there  so 
stupid  as  not  to  see  and  feel  its  effect  ?  You  can- 
not look  towards  her  shores  and  not  behold  it. 
Ton  may  see  it  in  her  Parliament^  her  prints,  her 
theatres,  and  in  her  very  songs.  It  is  scarcely 
diuruised.  It  is  her  pride  and  boast.  The  nature 
of  her  policy  is  then  manifest  and  admitted;  but 


it  will  be  asked  how  can  yon  counteract  it?  I 
answer,  by  the  measures  now  pursued ;  by^  force, 
by  war:  not  by  remonstrance,  not  by  negotiation; 
and  still  less  by  leaving  it  to  itself.  The  nature 
of  its  growth  indicates  its  remedy.  It  originated 
in  power,  has  grown  just  in  proportion  as  op- 
posin£[  power  has  been  removed,  and  can  only  be 
restramed  by  power.  Nations  are  for  the  most 
part  not  restrained  by  moral  principles,  but  by 
fear.  It  is  an  old  maxim,  that  they  have  headb 
but  not  hearts.  They  see  their  own  interest,  but 
do  not  sympathize  for  the  wrones  of  others.  Such, 
is  the  fact  in  relation  to  Eneland.  When  neutrals 
are  numerous  and  powerful,  their  rights  are  ia 
some  degree  respected ;  when  few  and  inconsid- 
erable, despised.  This  last  has  been  the  unfor- 
tunate state  of  the  world  for  the  last  twenty- 
years.  That  counteracting  influence,  that  repul- 
sive power  by  which  she  was  bound  to  her  proper 
orb,  has  been  almost  wholly  removed.  This 
country  alone  was  leA  to  support  the  rights  which 
belong  to  neutrals.  Perilous  was  \he  condition^ 
and  arduous  the  task.  We  were  not  intimidated* 
We  stood  opposed  to  her  usurpation ;  and  by  our 
spirit  and  efforts  have  done  ail  in  our  power  to 
save  the  last  vestiges  of  neutral  rijg;hts.  ITes ;  our 
embargoes,  non-intercourse,  non-importation,  and 
finally  war,  were  all  manly  exertions  to  preserve 
the  rights  of  this  and  aU.  other  nations  uom  the 
deadly  grasp  of  the  British  maritime  policy« 

But,  say  our  opponents,  these  efforts  are  lost— » 
and  our  condition  hopeless.  If  so,  it  only  re- 
mains  for  us  to  assume  the  habit  of  our  condition. 
We  must  submit— humbl]^  submit — crave  pardon, 
and  hug  our  chains.  It  is  not  wise  to  provoke 
where  we  cannot  resist.  But  let  us  be  well  as- 
sured of  the  hopeless  nature  of  our  condition  be- 
fore we  sink  into  submission.  On  what  do  our 
opponents  rest  this  despondent  and  slavish  belief? 
On  the  lecent  events  in  Europe?  I  admit  they 
are  great ;  and  well  calculated  to  impose  on  the 
imagination.  Our  enemy  never  presented  a  more 
imposing  exterior.  His  fortune  is  at  the  flood* 
But  I  am  admonished,  by  universal  experience^ 
that  such  prosperitv  is  the  most  fickle  of  human 
condition.  From  the  flood  the  tide  dates  its  ebb  ; 
from  the  meridian  the  sun  commences  his  decline. 
There  is  more  of  sound  philosophy  than  fictioa 
in  the  fickleness  which  poets  attribute  to  fortune 
Prosperity  has  its  weakness ;  adversitv  its  strength. 
In  many  respects  our  enemy  has  lost  by  those 
very  changes  which  seem  to  be  so  much  in  his 
favor.  He  can  now  no  more  claim  to  be  stnig- 
elinff  for  existence  ;  no  more  to  be  fishtinf  the 
battles  of  the  world,  and  in  defence  of  the  Tiber- 
ties  of  mankind.  The  magic  cry  of  French  in* 
fluence  is  lost.  Hence  were  drawn  those  motiyes 
which  stimulated  her  efforts  almost  to  a  morbid 
action ;  which  united  the  Continent  to  her  canscL 
and  in  some  decree  damped  the  ardor  of  her  rival 
in  power.  In  this  very  Hall  we  are  not  strangers 
to  their  magic  influence.  Here,  even  here,  the 
cry  of  French  influence,  that  baseless  fiction,  that 
phantom  of  faction,  now  banished,  often  resounded. 
I  rejoice  that  the  spell  is  broken  by  which  it  was 
attempted  to  bind  the  generous  spirit  of  this 


Digitized  by 


Google 


168& 


mSTORY  OF  C0NOB8«a 


16S6 


FteKUAHTy  iai4. 


The  Loan  BiU. 


H.  or  R. 


eovnirf .  The  minbrUy  can  no  longer  act  under 
eoTer ;  bot  will  be  obliged  to  defend  their  oppo- 
stlJOB  on  its  iatrinsic  merit. 

It  is  not  in  this  respect  only,  that  our  enemy 
baa  lost  by  the  Imte  events.    The  tremendous  and 
exhausting  conflicts  of  this  and  the  preceding 
eampaign,  aeena  at  last  to  dispose  the  Continen- 
tal Powers  to  peace.    If  they  have  a  just  concep- 
tioD  of  their  true  interest,  and  are  not  prevented 
bj  British  gold  and  intrigue,  a  Continental  peace 
will  easae.    There  certainly  is  much  alarm  in 
Snglaiid  oa  the  probability  of  such  an  event. 
Should  it  fortunatelY  be  the  case — should  the  al* 
lies  prove  content  with  their  fortune,  and  France 
submit  to  hex  present  limits,  all  Europe  must 
speedily  combiae  against  the  British  maritime 
potiey.    The  great  Power  on  land  being  crushed, 
ta  oae  the  language  of  our  opponents,  but  more 
properly  beia^^  forced  within  proper  limits,  the 
great  monopolist  on  the  ocean  will,  I  trust,  be  the 
next  object  of  fear  and  resistance.    The  principle 
of  the  armed  neutrality  is  not  and  cannot  be  for- 
gimen.     It  exists  essentially  in  the  policy  of  mod- 
am  Europe.    Ever  since  the  discovery  of  the  pas- 
age  round  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  of  this 
eeBtinent  <m  which  we  have  the  proud  pre-emi- 
aeiiee  of  beiaff  the  first  great  civilized  Power,  a 
giieat  ehaoge  has  gradually  been  working  in  Eu- 
rope.   For  two  centuries  the  character  of  that 
part  of  the  world  has  been  eminently  trading  and 
eoBimereiaL    The  habits  of  every  part  is  formed 
OB  that  state  of  things.    There  lives  scarcely  a 
hmMn  being,  from  the  iee  and  snows  of  Siberia 
to  the  sanay  plains  of  Italv,  who  has  not  some 
li^bit,  the  gratification  of  wnich  depends  on  com- 
m^ce.    Hence  it  has  become  an  object  of  pri- 
mary policy.    All  of  the  wars  in  Europe,  for 
aaaaf  years,  have,  with  few  exceptions,  been 
more  or  leas  connected  with  it.    The  policy  of 
every  Coorc  has  been  to  obtain  commercial  sup- 
plies OB  the  best  terms,  aixd  as  much  as  possible 
titf  oogh  the  agency  of  their  own  subjects.    With 
aueh  habits  and  policy,  it  is  impossible  that  they 
eatn  behold  with  indifference  the  monopoly  of 
Qxtmt  Britain.    Thev  will  not  quietly  suffer  the 
eocamon  highway  ot  nations,  intended  by  a  kind 
Frovidenee  for  the  common  intercourse  and  bene- 
fit of  all,  to  be  converted  into  a  domain  of  her 
Otown.    No ;  the  ocean  cannot  become  property. 
L«ike  light  and  air,  it  is  insusceptible  of  the  idea 
of  property :  Heaven  has  given  it  to  man  in  such 
abondiaiifie  and  perfection,  that  no  art  or  indus- 
trf  of  his  is  needed  to  increase  its  quantity  or  im- 
pfOFe  ite  quality.    All  Empires  attempt^  to  be 
raised  oo  it  must  partake  of  the  fickleness  of  its 
warea.    A  policy  so  injurious  to  the  common  in- 
terest of  mankind,  must  sooner  or  later  unite  the 
world  against  her.   For  many  years,  her  encroach- 
meats,  under  the  dread  of  France,  have  advanced 
without  exciting  much  jealousy.    The  attention 
of  aU  the  nations  of  Europe  was  exclusively  di- 
T^etfd  to  the  maintenance  of  their  existence, 
menaced  by  die  power  of  France.    To  preserve 
iile  is  more  important  than  to  acquire  comfort;  so, 
to  resist  that  Power  was  more  imperious  than  to 
oppoae  B^Bgland.    Liberated  now  irom  fear,  they  | 


will  soon  have  leisure  to  attend  to  their  interest. 
The  difference  between  our  policy  and  that  of 
other  nations  in  this  respect,  is  only  in  appear- 
ance, and  not  reality.  Each  acted  in  a  manner 
suitable  to  the  circumstances  under  which  it  found 
itself.  Attachment  to  France,  as  proclaimed  by 
British  partisans,  formed  no  part  of  our  poUcy. 
We  were  safe  from  the  danger  with  which%er 
power  menaced  other  nations.  A  broad  ocean 
was  our  immediate  security.  We  resisted  .  that 
Power  which  then  and  now  presses  on  us,  and 
which  will  soon  cause  itself  to  be  felt  and  resisted 
by  all.  Should  the  course  of  events  be  such  as  I 
have  described,  then  will  the  wisdom  and  spirit 
of  our  country  be  universally  applauded.  Our 
situation  was  trying  and  responsible.  We  alone 
had  to  sustain  all  the  rights  and  duties  attached 
to  the  neutral  character.  We  were  not  intimi- 
dated by  its  difficulties.  We  dared,  single-handed 
as  we  were,  to  make  a  stand  against  the  favorite 
and  obstinate  policy  of  our  enemy.  The  present 
and  temporary  interest  of  commerce  was  nobly 
surrendered  for  its  permanent  advantages.  The 
example  can  scarely  fail  to  produce  its  effect ; 
but  it  unfortunately  we  should  be  left  alone  to 
maintain  the  contest;  and  if^  in  consequence, 
which  may  God  forbid,  necessity  should  compel 
us  to  yield  for  the  present,  yet  our  generous  efforts 
will  not  be  in  vain.  A  mode  of  thinking  and  a 
tone  of  sentiment  are  excited,  that  must  stimulate 
to  future  and  more  successful  struggles.  What 
we  cannot  effect  with  eight  mi  Uions  of  people 
will  be  done  with  ttventy.  The  great  cause  will 
not  be  yielded :  No ;  never !  never !  We  cannot 
renounce  our  right  to  the  ocean  which  Providence 
has  spread  before  our  doors  $  nor  will  we  ever 
hold  that  which  is  the  immediate  gift  of  Heaveo 
under  the  license  of  anv  nation.  We  have  al- 
ready had  success  worthy  of  our  cause.  The 
future  is  audibly  pronounced  by  the  splendid  vic- 
tories over  the  Querriere,  Java,  and  Macedonian. 
We,  and  all  nations,  are  in  them  taught  a  lesson 
never  to  be  forgot.  Opinion  is  power.  The 
charm  of  British  naval  Invincibility  is  broken. 

In  this,  the  only  just  view  of  our  contest,  how 
pitiful  appear  the  objections  of  our  opponents! 
Borne  pecuniary  difficulties  in  Massachusetts  and 
in  other  places.  And  must  we  for  them  renounce 
our  lasting  prosperity  and  greatness  ?  Have  we 
no  fortitude :  no  self-command  1  Must  we,  like 
children,  yield  to  the  impube  of  present  pleasure, 
however  fatal  1  If  the  maritime  parts  or  Massa- 
chusetts suffer,  let  them  remember  that  if  the  war 
should  be  successful,  if  our  future  commerce  and 
navigation  should  oe  secure,  they  will  partake 
most  largely  in  the  advantages,  common  and 
great  indeed  to  all,  but  peculiarly  so  to  them. 

Suppose  that  our  opponents,  who  object  to 
everything,  had  been  at  the  helm  of  Government; 
and  that  aa  opposite  line  of  policy  had  been  pur- 
sued. No  embargoes,  no  non-intercourses,  no 
non-importations,  no  war,  and,  in  fact,  no  resist- 
ance to  the  injuries  and  aggressions  of  Qreat 
Britain.  Who  can  be  ignorant  of  what  would 
have  been  the  consequence  1  They  would  have 
multiplied  in  number  and  degree  till  our  corn- 
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merce  woold  be  aDDihilated.  UnreBisted,  they 
would  constitute  future  principles,  and  our  ac- 
quiescence be  construed  into  an  acknowledgment 
of  their  truth.  Then  would  we  have  felt  what 
the  experience  of  ail  ages  has  taught ;  that  it  is 
more  easy  to  maintain  than  to  wrest  back  usurpe<i 
'istt^*7wrongs  submitted   to,  produce  contrary 


effects  in  the  oppressor  and  oppressed.  Oppres 
sion  strengthens  and  prepares  lor  new  oppression 
The  first  wrong,  by  the  universal  law  of  our  na- 
ture, is  most  easily  resisted.  It  excites  the  great- 
est degree  of  union  and  indignation.  Let  that 
be  submitted  to ;  let  the  consequent  debasement 
and  loss  of  national  honor  be  felt,  and  nothing 
but  the  grinding  hand  of  oppression  can  force  to 
resistance.  I  know  not  which  to  pronounce  most 
guilty  ;  the  nation  that  inflicu  the  wrong,  or  that 
which  quietly  submits  to  it.  In  other  respects 
the  difference  is  marked.  The  former  may  be 
hated,  but  is  respected,  at  least  feared ;  while  the 
latter  iu  below  pity^  and  any  other  feeling  of  the 
human  heart,  but  sovereign  contempt.  In  sub- 
mission then  there  is  no  remedy ;  our  honor  lost ; 
our  commerce  under  the  control  of  our  oppressor. 
What  next  ?  The  hopes  and  fears  (those  univer- 
sal instruments  of  Government)  of  the  whole 
mercantile  parts  of  this  country,  and  all  connected 
interests,  would  be  turned  towards  Qreat  Britain ; 
for  the  power  of  legislation  over  our  commerce 
would  be  virtually  transferred  from  the  Ameri- 
can Congress  to  the  King  in  Council.  Need  I 
trace  the  consequence  1  The  beams  of  mid -day 
sun  are  scarcely  more  clear.  The  very  contempt 
which  such  baseness  would  excite,  justly  excite, 
in  our  enemy,  would  insure  our  slavery.  It  is 
impossible  to  allow  any  right,  much  less  inde- 

gindence,  to  that  which  creeps  and  licks  the  dust, 
uch  is  the  condition  of  our  nature.  We  must 
have  the  spirit  to  resist  wrongs  or  be  slaves.  Such 
were  the  alternatives  presented  to  our  country; 
and  such  would  have  been  the  resultof  the  opposite 
policy,  now  recommended  and  applauded  by  our 
opponents.  I  have  now  delivered  all  that  I  in- 
tended on  this  most  interesting  view  of  our  case. 
It  has  an  elevation  and  clearness  which  render  it 
attractive  to  my  mind.  I  love  to  dwell  on  it,  be- 
cause it  imparts  a  steady  and  clear  conviction  of 
the  wisdom  and  necessity  of  that  course  of  mea- 
sures, to  the  adoption  of  which  it  is  m^  pride  to 
have  in  part  contributed.  I  feel  how  little  inter- 
esting all  of  the  common  topics  of  opposition  are, 
after  the  view  already  taken.  The  descent  gives 
a  shock,  which  I  know  the  Committee  will  partake 
with  him  who  is  addressing  them.  If,  however, 
they  will  continue  their  attention,  I  will  offer  a 
few  observations  on  a  subject  which  has  made  a 
principal  figure  in  the  speeches  of  our  opponents. 
I  allude  to  the  character  which  they  give  to  this 
war ;  that  it  is  offensive  and  not  defensive.  On 
this  point,  I  spoke  fully  when  the  Army  bill  was 
under  consideration.  What  was  then  said  has 
been  introduced  and  objected  to  on  this  occasion.  I 
then  stated,  the  difference  between  an  offensive  and 
defensive  war  consisted  in  the  motive  and  cause. 
If,  for  instance,  a  war  is  forced  on  the  nation  wag- 
ing it  by  the  oppression  of  that  against  which  it  is 


declared,  it  would  be  defensive,  howover  it  mif^ht 
be  carried  on ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  origin- 
ated  in  ambition,  or  any  improper  motive,  it  would 
be  offensive.  This  distinction  is  not  supported 
by  reason,  but  by  the  declamation  of  our  oppo- 
nents. They  have  for  almost  two  years  been  in. 
the  habit  of  denouncing  offensive  war.  They 
then  acknowledged  that  such  a  war  is  wicked,  and 
how  can  it  bear  that  character  but  by  its  cause  ? 
It  seems,  now,  that  they  have  changed  their 
grounds.  We  hear  no  more  of  the  wickedness 
of  offensive  war;  but,  what* is  fnost  strange, all 
their  efforts  are  made  to  prove  that  it  may  be  an 
innocent  and  virtuous  thing.  That  nation,  say 
they,  is  engaged  in  an  ofiensive  war,  who  first 
assumes  a  warlike  attitude.  However  just,  how- 
ever necessary  the  cause  of  assuming  it,  the  war 
is  still  offensive.  Be  it  so.  I  care  not  for  words. 
My  answer  is  decisive.  If  my  conception  is  just, 
that  an  offensive  war  is  to  be  tested  by  the  cause, 
I  then  pronounce  ours  not  to  be  of  that  character; 
but,  if  your  definition  is  correct,  then  an  offen- 
sive war  may  be  most  just,  most  virtuous  and 
necessary,  and  all  of  your  declamation  against  it 
is  idle  and  unmeaning  rant  I  tender  an  option, 
and  care  not  which  is  taken.  Those  who  defend 
a  bad  cause  act  imprudently  in  descending  to 
particulars.  Our  opponents  by  doing  so  in  this 
case  have  furnished  the  best  reply  to  their  own 
arguments. 

On  expatriation  and  retaliation,  I  will  say  no- 
thing. The  hour  is  late  and  I  feel  myself  some- 
what exhausted.  I  pass  it  the  more  cheerfully, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  (Mr.  Robert- 
son) and  my  colleague  have  replied  freely  to  the 
objection  on  those  subjects. 

before  I  proceed  farther,  it  will  be  necessarf 
to  restate  the  propositions  with  which  I  com- 
menced, so  that  the  entire  chain  of  the  argument, 
both  that  which  has  already  been  advanced,  and 
what  remains  to  be,  may  be  distinctly  seen.  It 
will  be  remembered,  that  I  reduced  all  the  argu- 
ments and  objections  of  our  opponents  to  the 
passage  of  this  bill  into  two  general  propositions. 
First,  that  the  loan  cannot  be  had.  or  must  be 
had  at  an  exorbitant  interest ;  and  in  the  nezt| 
if  it  could  be,  still  it  ought  not  to  be  granted,  be- 
cause the  war  is  unjust  and  inexpedient.  I  also 
stated  that  the  latter  position  comprehended  the 
assertion  of  the  facts  of  the  injustice  and  inex- 
pediency of  the  war ;  and  the  assumed  inference 
that  they  would,  if  true,  justify  the  minority  ia 
their  opposition  to,  and  rejection  of  the  war.  Oa 
the  alleged  injustice  and  inexpediency  of  ihe  war, 
I  have  presented  my  opinion ;  and  trust  I  have 
satisfied  the  Committee  that  its  justice  is  demon- 
strably clear  and  and  its  expediency  nnquestioa- 
able;  or  rather  iu  necessity  imperious,  if  the 
preservation  of  the  indpeodence  of  the  country- 
constitutes  political  necessity. 

But  is  it  justifiable  to  withhold  the  loan,  ad- 
mitting the  war  to  be^  in  the  opinion  of  our  op- 
ponents, unjust  and  mexpedient?  This  is  the 
question  now  proposed  to  be  discussed.  It  con- 
tains the  practical  consequence  of  all  that  has 
been  said  in  opposition.    Few  propositioot  ia- 
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Tohre  principles  so  deeply  coDDeeted  with  the 
UsUBg  prosperity  of  our  RepablicaD  institutioDs; 
wul  io  vbieh,  conseqaeDtly,  it  is  more  necessary 
to  think  eorrectlf.  firror  here  caonot  be  indiffer- 
eat.  A  £tlse  mode  of  tbiakiog  mast  eodaoger  the 
ezisieoee  of  the  Republic.  I  must  then  again 
entreat  the  attentive  and  deliberate  audience  of 
the  Commtttee,  while  I  offer  iby  opinion  and  rea- 
Boas  on  so  tnteresting  a  subject. 

Id  coDslderiDg  the  question,  how  far  a  war 
thought  to  be  nojust  or  improper  by  any  portion 
of  tbe  people,  would' warrant  their  opposition  to 
it,  after  it  is  constitutionally  declared,  I  will  set 
ont  of  it  extreme  or  flagrant  injustice.  A  war 
imptOBsor  sacrilegious  cannot  be  governed  by 
the  general  rales  which  apply  to  ordinary  cases. 
Al  lastj  it  is  not  necessary  for  roe  to  consider  such 
extt'eme  cases,  as  none  can  impute  a  character  of 
that  kind  to  the  present. 

I  have  already  stated  that  the  sum  proposed  to 
be  raised  by  this  bill  is  indispensably  necessary 
to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  ensuin|[  year ;  and 
that  if  it  is  withneld,  it  must  communicate  a  fatal 
shock  to  public  credit.  In  that  event,  not  onlv 
&e  inrasion  of  Canada  would  be  prevented, 
which  some  gentlemen  state  to  be  their  object, 
hot  the  whole  operations  of  the  war,  even  that 
which  is  defensive  in  the  strictest  sense,  would 
be  abandoned.  Officers  and  soldiers  will  no  more 
serve  in  our  sarrison  than  Canada  without  pay. 
It  is  idle  to  talk  of  preventing  the  reduction  of 
the  enemy's  provinces  only  by  withholding  the 
loan.  Nor  can  gentlemen  be  serious.  They  have 
opposed  every  attempt  to  raise  supplies  in  what- 
ever shape  it  has  appeared.  They  appear  to  be 
bold  in  lacing  bankruptcy.  But  have  they  re- 
^ected  on  the  disastrous  efifects  of  their  efforts 
should  they  be  successful  ?  The  old  and  recent 
creditors  of  the  Qovernment,  the  Army,  the 
fiavy,  which  they  boast  of  cherishing;  in  a  word 
every  individual  would  feel  the  calamity,  for  pri- 
vate BO  less  than  public  credit  would  partake 
of  the  shock.  I  am  wholly  at  a  loss  to  per- 
ceive on  what  principle  of  expediency,  policy,  or 
morality,  such  conduct  can  be  justified.  Surely 
it  is  not  an  intuitive  proposition,  that,  because  the 
war  is  simply  unjust  and  inexpedient  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  minority,  therefore  they  have  a  right 
to  involve  the  country  in  ruin,  and  place  it  bound 
as  a  snopliant  at  the  feet  of  an  haughty  enemy. 
They  tben  onght  to  state  some  intelligible  and 
sacisfaetory  principle  on  which  their  conduct  may 
he  jtistifted.  I  have  sought  with  attention)  but 
have  not  found  the  semblance  of  such  a  one.  On 
theconcniry,all  the  analogies  of  private  life,  as 
wril  as  reason,  forbid  and  condemn  the  conduct 
of  oar  opponents.  Suppose  a  father  do  some  act, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  a  son,  is  not  strictly  just 
or  profier,  by  which  he  becomes  involved  in  a 
cootest  with  a  stranger.  Would  the  son  be  jus- 
tified in  taking  part  against  him?  How  much 
less  then  can  an'y  party  be  in  opposition  to  their 
country  io  a  war  with  another  nation,  for  it  stands 
in  the  place  of  the  common  parent  of  all,  and  com-  [ 
prebends,  to  use  the  language  of  a  member,  (Mr. 
UA0TOII,)  all  of  the  charities  of  life  1  I 


But  what  will  be  thought  of  the  motive  and 
conduct  of  the  minority,  when  I  state  that  much 
the  greater  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  war,  for 
which  this  bill  is  intended,  in  part,  to  provide, 
has  been  incurred  by  their  votes  as  much  as  by 
that  of  the  majority.  I  hold  in  my  hands  the 
Journal  of  the  1st  session  of  the  12th  Congress, 
by  which  it  appears  that  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Poreign  Relations  was  supported,  not 
only  by  the  votes  on  this  side  of  the  House,  but  by 
a  decided  majority  on  the  other.  The  report  ended 
in  recommending  six  resolutions  to  the  adoption 
of  the  House:  to  fill  up  the  old  establishment ;  to 
raise  10,000  additional  troops;  to  increase  the 
Navy ;  to  provide  for  calling  out  of  the  militia; 
and  to  authorize  the  arming  of  private  vessels. 
On  the  first  of  these  there  was  a  minority  of 
eleven  votes  only — so  unanimous  was  this  House 
at  that  time !  On  some  of  the  others,  it  is  true, 
it  was  more  considerable ;  but  all  met  with  the 
Support  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side.  What 
ought  to  be  particularly  noted  is,  when  the  Sen- 
ate and  this  House  disagreed  on  the  second,  to 
raise  an  additional  number  of  regular  troops,  the 
former  supporting  25,000,  and  the  latter  at  first 
10,000  men,  it  was  increased  to  the  Senate's  num- 
ber by  the  votes  of  the  minority.  The  leading 
men  on  the  side  of  the  Opposition  at  that  time, 
among  whom  was  a  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setu  well  known  in  this  country,  (Mr.  ^uinct,) 
and  another  from  New  York  ot  great  influence, 
(Mr.  Emott,)  and  many  whom  I  now  i)ehold, 
voted  for  the  report.  I  have  taken  the  trouble  to 
turn  down  the  pages  where  the  respective  vot^s 
are  recorded,  for  the  satisfaction  of  any  member 
who  may  desire  it.  With  what  countenance  can 
our  opponents  then  withhold  the  supplies  for  ex- 
penses incurred  by  their  own  votes?  Will  they 
say  that  they  knew  not  the  object  of  the  report  1 
Miserable  the  excuse,  and  such  as  it  is,  not  founded 
in  fact.  War  with  Qreat  Britain  was  unequivo- 
cally announced;  and  even  the  invasion  of  Can- 
ada, now  so  hateful  to  them,  was  distinctly 
avowed.  Was  their  object  to  emlMirrass,  and 
finally  to  put  the  majority  out  of  power?  Will 
they  dare  to  make  an  avowal  so  disgraceful  to 
their  party  ?  The  truth  is,  that  the  necessity  of 
the  war  was,  at  that  time,  almost  universally  ac- 
knowledged ;  and  as  to  its  justice^  no  one  doubted 
it.  Its  injustice  was  an  invention  of  a  period 
long  subsequent.  It  is  thim  that  consistency,  no 
less  than  reason,  ought  to  check  the  minority  in 
their  opposition,  and  to  induce  them  to  unite 
with  us  to  carry  the  war  to  a  successful  issue. 

I  would  be  glad  to  know  what  limits  our  oppo- 
nents have  prescribed  to  their  opposition.  If  the 
supplies  may  be  withheld  because  the  war  is  un- 
just and  improper  in  their  opinion,  will  not  the 
same  reason  justify  every  species  of  resistance 
both  in  and  out  of  this  House?  If  the  public  faith 
solemnly  plighted — if  the  happiness  of  the  coun- 
try, are  no  checks  to  opposition,  I  see  no  reason 
why  the  laws  or  Constitution  should  be.  Let 
some  intelligible  limitation  be  prescribed*  I  see 
none — to  me  it  appears  lawless.  I  know  it  will 
be  said,  is  all  opposition  to  be  proscribed  ?  Is  none 
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justifiable?  We  proscribe  nothiDg.  We  propose 
no  law ;  no  restraint  on  the  condaet  of  the  mi- 
nority. We  appeal  to  the  virtne  and  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  community  only.  On  the  people 
must  finally  fall  the  ruinoos  effects  of  erroneous 
and  dangerous  principles.  If  our  liberty  is  lost, 
theirs  is  the  cost.  Our  Constitution  supposes  a 
degree  of  good  sense  and  rirtue  in  them  adequate 
to  self-goveroment.  If  the  fact  is  not  so,  our  sys- 
tem of  Gk»7ernment  is  founded  in  error.  They 
only  can  arrest  the  effects  of  dangerous  opposi- 
tion. What  they  permanently  condemn  will 
meet  with  no  support  here. 

How  far  the  minority  in  a  state  of  war  may 
justly  oppose  the  measures  of  Government,  is  a 
question  of  the  greatest  delicacy.  On  the  one 
-side,  an  honest  man,  if  he  believed  the  war  to  be 
unjust  or  unwise,  would  not  disavow  his  opin- 
ion; but,  on  the  contrary,  an  upright  citizen 
would  do  no  act,  whatever  ne  might  think  of  the 
war,  to  put  his  country  in  the  power  of  the  ene- 
my. It  is  this  double  aspect  of  the  subject  which 
indicates  the  course  that  reason  approbates.— 
Among  ourselves  at  home  we  may  contend ;  but 
whatever  is  requisite  to  j^ive  the  reputation  and 
the  arms  of  the  Republic  a  superiority  over  its 
enemy,  it  is  the  duty  of  all,  the  minority  no  less 
than  the  majority,  to  support.  Like  the  system 
of  our  State  amd  General  Governments — within 
them  are  many;  to  the  world  but  one.  So  it 
ought  to  be  with  parties;  among  ourselves  we 
may  divide,  but  in  relation  to  other  nations  there 
ought  to  be  only  the  American  people.  In  some 
cases  it  may  possibly  be  doubtful,  even  to  the  most 
conscientious,  how  to  act.  It  is  one  of  the  mis- 
fortunes of  differing  from  the  rest  of  the  commu- 
nity on  the  subject  of  war. 

1  cannot  refrain  from  alluding  to  an  observa- 
tion^made  by  a  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Gaston,)  connected  with  this  view  of  the 
subject.  Speaking  of  the  reduction  of  Canada, 
he  observed,  that  his  judgment  and  feelings  were 
at  variance ;  that  when  he  consulted  the  former, 
he  believed  our  efforts  would  be  unsuccessful; 
but  when  the  latter,  his  regard  to  the  interest  of 
his  country  led  him  to  hope  for  success.  I  do 
not  allude  to  this  observation  to  point  out  any 
contradiction  between  it  and  his  opposition  to  the 
passage  of  this  bill ;  though  I  think  it  would  be 
difficult  to  reconcile  them.  My  object  is  to  make 
an  open  acknowledglient  to  him  for  what  I  think 
the  commencement  of  a  more  correct  mode  of 
thinking  in  relation  to  war.  I  thank  the  gentle- 
man for  his  good  wishes ;  and  that  in  relation  to 
the  reduction  of  Canada,  I  know  it  does  not  con- 
tain an  approbation  of  the  attempted  conquest — 
but  it  comports  with  the  conduct  of  a  good  citi- 
zen, that  smce  the  attempt  is  determined  on  by 
the  constituted  authority,  to  wish  it  well.  This 
seems  to  me  to  be  in  the  true  spirit  of  an  honest 
Opposition  ;  and  I  hope  it  will  be  so  extended  as 
to  influence  the  general  conduct  of  the  minority. 
It  is  thus  we  may  divide  among  ourselves,  and 
the  national  streaffth  not  to  be  impaired.  For  I 
do  not  believe  with  those  members  of  the  minor- 
ity who  assert  there  is  no  loss  of  strength  by  their  < 


opposition.  We  are  asked  by  them,  why  hftve 
you  not  effected  your  objects  1  you  command  the 
purse  and  the  sword  of  the  country,  and  can  ord«r 
whatever  is  necessary  to  be  done.  I  will  tell  yott 
the  reason — because  we  have  not  your  good 
wishes ;  it  it  this  only  which  can  add  heart  to 
heart.  Government,  it  is  true,  can  command  the 
arm  and  hand,  the  bone  and  muscle  of  the  nation ; 
but  those  are  powerless,  nerveless,  without  the 
concurring  good  wishes  of  the  communtty.  He 
who,  in  estimating  the  strength  of  a  people.  lookB 
only  to  their  numbers  and  'physical  force,  leaTes 
out  of  the  reckoning  the  most  material  elements 
of  power-— union  and  zeal.  Without  these,  the 
former  is  inert  matter.  Without  these,  a  free 
people  is  degraded  to  the  miserable  rabble  of  d«9* 
pottsm ;  but  with  these,  they  are  irresistible. 

The  same  gentleman  made  an  assertion  whieb 
I  am  bound  to  contradict.  He  asserted,  withouc 
attempting  to  prove,  that  this  House  had  degen- 
erated into  a  mere  reffistering  body  of  £xeeatiiis 
edicts.  A  sense  of  decorum  prevents  me  from 
speaking  of  the  charge  with  merited  severity.  I 
will  not  meet  the  assertion  with  arffuments,  bttc 
assertion.  It  is  easy  to  assert,  but  ^w  and  di^ 
ficult  to  prove ;  it  were  hopelesa  to  oppose  tte 
latter  to  the  former — the  creeping  pace  of  the 
one  is  no  match  for  the  winged  rapidity  of  the 
other.  I  then  assert  that  what  the  gentlemen  has 
said  is  untrue  in  fact.  [Here  Mr.  Gaston  en- 
tered into  some  explanauon,  and  denied  the  use 
of  the  word  registering ;  and  concluded  by  wiab- 
ing  to  know  in  what  sense  Mr.  C.  used  the  word 
untrue.]  Mr.  C.  said,  simply  as  implying  thet 
the  fact  is  not  as  Mr.  G.  stated,  and  that  he  had 
too  mnch  respect  for  him  to  have  an  allusion  to 
any  other  sense. 

Some  arguments  and  observations  of  mine  oa 
a  former  occasion,  on  the  nature  and  character 
of  opposition,  have  on  this  called  forth  replies 
from  many  of  the  minority,  and  particonrty 
from  the  gentleman  just  alluded  to.  He  asserted 
that  a  majority  might  also  be  a  faction,  and  cited 
the  Federalist  to  prove  its  truth ;  with  the  addi- 
tional fact,  that  when  it  is  one,  it  is  iar  more 
dangerous  than  a  factious  minority.  If  the  geB- 
tleman  had  been  more  attentive,  he  would  have 
found  that  there  is  nothing  in  my  argaments 
that  contradicts  the  position  taken  in  the  Feder- 
alist What  I  said  was  in  repljr,  and  was  in- 
tended to  refute  the  assertion  oi  our  opponents 
on  that  occasion,  that  all  the  misfortnnes  and 
miseries  of  free  States  originated  in  the  blonders 
and  folly  of  majorities.  The  error  of  this  opin- 
ion I  then  sufficiently  exposed  both  bf  experi- 
ence and  reason.  It  has  found  no  advocate  on 
this  occasion.  I  will  not  again  repeat  my  rea- 
sons, but  simply  restate,  that  opposition  in  free 
States  is  strongly  inclined  to  degenerate  into  a 
struggle  for  power  and  ascendency,  in  which  the 
attachment  to  a  party  becomes  stronger  than  that 
to  the  country.  This  opinion,  I  conceive,  is  in- 
controvertibly  established ;  in  fact,  the  truth  of 
it  is  but  too  manifest  to  all  who  have  looked  into 
the  character  of  man,  or  who  are  acquainted  with 
his  history.    On  the  contrary,  I  feel  no  dispesi* 
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tlon  to  denf  tlimt  the  majority  any  possfbly  be- 
come feetious — that  is,  eease  to  consnlt  the  gen- 
eral interest.  I  claim  do  pecnliar  exemption  for 
tliem  ;  it  made  no  part  of  my  argument ;  1  stated 
^nciplet)  bot  left  their  application  to  the  good 
sense  of  the  community. .  Much  less  do  i  feel 
dtepojed  to  contest  the  position  that,  if  such  a 
DMjonty  conld  and  should  by  any  misfortune 
esisc  in  this  country,  it  would  be  more  danger- 
oos  thmn  m  factious  minority.  I  could  not  doubt, 
Ibr  instance,  that  if  the  pesent  .minority  could 
be  siRpelled  into  a  imijority  by  the  addition  of 
oifee-third  mon  to  their  rinks,  and  that  they 
shoold,  whea  in  power,  retain  all  the  principles 
^rhieli  I  hear  them  daily  advance  in  this  House, 
timf  they  would  not  onl?  be  more  dangerous 
Chan  they  bow  are,  when  their  power  is  to  divide 
mmd  diMttact;  hut  that  it  would  be  the  gteatest 
eslunlty  that  could  befall  our  country. 

A  very  important  view  of  this  sub|ect  yet  re- 
iSidBs  to  be  presented  to  the  Committee ;  but  I 
feel  that  tbe  hour  is  too  late^  and  1  am  too  much 
cacteiist«d  to  enter  so  fully  mto  it  as  it  deserves. 
Ttie  Tiew  alluded  to  is  the  effects  of  this  war, 
^viiieh  baa  been  pronounced  so  ruinous  by  our 
•pppooenia.    On  examination,  strong  reasons  wilL 
Ik  fottnd,  to  believe  that  it  is  daily  producing  the 
vkost  M^  and  lasting  advantages  to  the  com- 
ic MS  already  liberated  us  from  that  dread  of 
Bfitiah  power,  which  was  almost  universal  before 
the  declaration  of  war.    If  we  have  done  little 
agsJBst  our  enemy,  he  had  done  still  less  against 
1IB.    What  the  state  of  public  feeling  was  on 
ihis  point,  may  be  in  some  degree  inferred  by  the 
delmtet  in  this  House  before  the  declaration  of 
-vrar.    I  -cannot  but  express  my  surprise  at  an  as- 
sertion of  a  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Sbef- 
vbt)  that  allof  his  fears  and  predictions  had  been 
realized.    Has  he  already  forgot  the  speeches  in 
-whieb  he  and  his  friends  portrayed  the  effects  of 
the  war  in<3uch  glowing  and  terrific  colors?  Re- 
lielUoB,  civil  war,  prostrated  liberty,  and  confla- 
grated towns,  all  mingled  in  one  horrid  group. 
[Mr.  Shbffby  here  explained.J^    It  seems  that  the 
gentleman  has  availed  himselt  of  the  usual  privi- 
Eege  of  political  prophets.    If  events  turn  out 
aEDythiug  like  their  prediction  they  are  claimed 
tts  fnliuments;  but  if  entirely  opposite  they  are 
eznUined  away.    No  one  who  hears  me,  but  will 
aenewle^  that  the  dread.of  England  was  great 
mnd  general.    Her  power  over  our  hopes  and  our 
femrs  were  too  great  for  our  complete  indepen- 
dence^ and  but  illy  comported  with  the  steady 
inrrait  of  our  own  peculiar  interest.    From  this 
elate  the  war  has  liberated  us,  I  hope  forever. 

We  have  also  ac^ired  in  some  degree,  and  are 
piogieaaively  acquiring,  What  to  me  appears  in- 
dispenable  in  the  present  state  of  man  and  the 
wem «,  military  skill  and  means,  combined  with 
the  tooe  of  thinking  and  feeling  necessary  to  their 
'oae.  Oecaatonal  privations  are  always  to  be  en- 
eoiiBtered  in  the  defence  of  national  rights,  and 
the  ftabits  necessary  to  meet  them  with  fortitude 
are  of  the  greatest  importance.  I  know  how 
BUieh  this  country  is  attached  to  peace  and  quiet 


industry.  I  know  how  delightibl  repose  and 
safety  are  to  our  nature.  But  universal  experi- 
ence and  the  history  of  those  nations  with  wnom 
we  are  necessarilv  connected  forbid  me  to  indulge 
in  the  pleasing  dream,  that  any  degree  of  pru- 
dence or  justice  on  our  part  can  render  suph  a 
state  perpetual.  The  ambition  of  a  single  nation 
can  destroy  the  peace  of  the  world.  We  must 
then  submit  to  the  inscrutable  law  of  our  nature, 
which  forbids  the  hope  in  this  world  of  uninter- 
rupted peace  and  enjoyment.  We  must  also,  as 
prudent  men,  rejoice  at  the  acquisition  of  those 
national  qualities  necessary  to  meet  the  vicisi- 
tude  of  war  when  unavoidable.  Connected  with 
this  subject,  I  rejoice  to  behold  the  amazing 
growth  of  our  manufacturing  interest.  I  regret 
that  I  cannot  present  my  thoughts  fully  on  this 
important  subject.  It  will  more  than  indemnify 
the  country  for  all  of  its  losses.  I  believe  no 
country,  however  valuable  its  staples,  can  acquire 
a  state  of  great  and  permanent  wealth  without 
the  aid  of  manufactories.  Reason  and  experi- 
ence both,  I  conceive,  support  the  position.  Our 
internal  strength  and  the  means  of  defence  are 
by  them  greaUy  increased.  War,  when  forced 
on  us  hereafter,  will  find  us  with  ample  means ; 
and  will  not  be  productive  of  that  distressing 
vicisitude  which  follows  it,  wh^re  the  industry  (3* 
the  country  is  founded  on  commerce,  and  agri- 
culture dependent  on  foreign  market.  Even  our 
commerce  in  the  end  will  partake  of  the  benefits. 
Rich'  means  of  exchange  with  all  of  the  world 
will  be  furnished  to  it;  and  the  country  will  be 
in  a  much  better  condition  to  extend  to  it  efficient 
protection.  I  have  merely  suggested  the  topics 
of  arguments  on  this  important  branch  of  our 
political  economy :  and  will  conclude  by  hoping 
that  on  some  future  occasion  it  will  receive  a 
suitable  discussion. 

When  Mr.  Calhoun  concluded,  theCominittee 
rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  February  26. 

Mr.  Eppbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  laying  duties  oh  sales  at  auction  of  mer- 
candise  and  of  ships  and  vessels;"  which  wis 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Fi8K.  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  reported  the  agreement  of 
the  committee  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
to  the  bill  ^  to  provide  for  the  return  to  their  own 
districts  of  vessels  detained  by  the  embargo  in 
districts  other  than  those  where  they  are  respect- 
ively owned  or  belong." 

The  amendments  were  then  read  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  an  aet,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Wilson," 
was  read  the  third -time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  within  the  State 
of  New  York,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  LowNDBs,  from  the  Committee  on  Nantl 
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Affairs^  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate^  "for 
the  relief  of  John  Cahoone  aod  others,"  without 
arnendmeQt,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Tuesday  next. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  recommending  a  suitable  pro* 
vision  for  such  of  the  inhabitants,  dbc.  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan  as  were  left  in  a  destitute  and 
distressed  condition  during  its  temporary  posses- 
sion by  the  enemy ;  which  was  read  and  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ellis  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

PUBLIC  EXPENDITURES. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  by  Mr.  EppBson  the  24ih  instant, 
for  the  appointment  of  an  additional  standing 
committee^  to  be  called  ^  A  Committee  for  Public 
Expenditures." 

Mr.  Eppes  explained  his  object  in  submitting 
his  resolution;  stating  that  the  duties  contem- 

J»Iated  to  be  assigned  to  this  committee  would 
uUy  occupy  it  during  the  session,  and  was  ne- 
cessary to  relieve  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  from  much  of  the  business  at  present  re- 
ferred to  it,  and  which  it  was  unable  properly 
to  consider,  d:;c. 

The  resolution  was  then  passed  without  oppo- 
sition ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  was  discharged  from 
the  consideration  of  such  duties  as  are  embraced 
by  the  resolution,  and  the  same  referred  to  the 
C5ommittee  for  Public  Expenditures. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committe  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Loan  bilL 

Mr.  PicKBBiNQ,  of  Massachusetts,  took  the  floor, 
and  io  a  speech  of  three  hours,  took  a  general  . 
view  of  the  conduct  of  the  European  belligerents, 
as  it  affected  this  country,  and  the  course  and 
policy  of  the  American  Government,  during  Re- 
publican Administrations,  which  he  condemned 
throughout  in  strong  terms. 

Be^re  Mr.  Pickbbinq  had  concluded,  he  gave 
way  for  a  motion  to  that  effect,  and  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  reported  progress,  and  the  House  ad- 
joaroed. 

Monday,  February  28. 

Mr.  JoBN  Reed  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Fishbury,  on  the  Island 
of  Martha's  Vineyard,  praying  that  the  act  lay- 
ing an  embargo  may  be  to  modified  as  to  permit 
them  to  export  fish,  oil,  salt,  wool,  and  other  do« 
mestie  articles  and  manufactures,  to  the  States  of 
New  York,  and  Connecticut,  and  to  return  with 
breads' uffs  and  other  articles  of  family  neces- 
sity.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  Inobbboll  presented  two  petitions  from 
John  Thompson,  one  for  the  allowance  of  interest 
on  his  accounts  already  settled  under  a  late  act  of 
Congress,  the  other  for  a  panaion  in  oonsideration 


of  disabilities  contracted  whilst  aa  officer  in  the 
Revolutionary  army. — Referred  to  the  Commit^ 
tee  on  pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  Nelson  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  19ih  Congressional  District  in 
the  State  of  Virginia,  remonstrating  against  the 
renewal  of  patent  rights  of  any  description,  and 
complaining  of  the  oppressive  exercise,  on  the 
pari  of  Oliver  Evans, of  his  patent  right  to  certain 
mill  machinery.— Referred  to  the  Committee  o£ 
the  whole  House  to  whom  is  committed  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Baltimore,  also  complaining  against 
the  exercise  of  the  said  pateot  rignt. 

Mr.  GoDRDiN  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  pray'- 
ing  the  aid  and  patronage  of  Congress  in  opening 
an  inland  water  communication  from  the  Chean- 
peake  bay  to  St.  Mary's  river,  in  Georgia.— Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom 
is  committed  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasunr  to  subscribe  for  shares  in  the 
capital  stock  or  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Company. 

Mr.  Jennihgb  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  praying 
for  pre-emption  rights  to  lands  on  which  they 
have  settled  and  made  improvements. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  bill 
to  grant  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  porcba8e« 
to  certain  settlers  on  public  lands  in  the  Indiana 
Territory. 

Mr.  Abchbr,  from  th^  Committee  of  Claims, 
repbrted  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act.  entitled 
*^An  act,  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  soldiers 
who  served  in  the  late cai6paign  on  the  Wabash;" 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Abcbbr  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Jervis  Cutler ;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Archer  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Edwin  T.  Satterwhue;  which  was  read  twice 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Arcbbr  also  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  persons  whose  property  shall  be 
impressed  into  the  service  of  the  United  States ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  instructing  them  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  individuals  whose  property  was  impressed 
by  detachments  of  militia  ordered  into  public 
service  by  any  Sute  or  Territorial  Govemmeot, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  for  Revis- 
ing the  Militia  System. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  for  Revising 
the  Militia  System,  made  a  report  on  the  resola- 
tion  instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expedi* 
eocy  of  making  provision  for  the  payment  of  a 
detachment  of  militia  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
ordered  into  service  by  the  Governor  of  that  State, 
to  act  against  the  Indians;  which  report  was  read. 
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vmi  iht  resolatioQ  thereio  eoDtaioed  was  con- 
curred iD  by  the  Hoase,  as  follows: 

Remdoed^  That  no  legisUtire  provision  is  now 
■eeeiiary  on  the  sabject  of  the  said  resolatioD. 

The  8FBAKBR  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
fravi  Jooathan  Roberts,  resigning  his  seat  as  one 
oC  the  Repretentatires  from  Pennsylvania,  hav- 
ing been  appointed  a  Senator  from  that  State. 
The  said  Utter  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 

IjfOBSaOLL, 

JReBotoed,  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  ad- 
dress m  letter  to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of 
P«niisylTaaia,  communicating  information  of  the 
resi^natioB  of  Jonathan  Roberts,  one  of  the  mem- 
l»ers  reforaed  from  that  State  to  serve  in  this 
House,  ia  order  that  measures  may  be  taken  to 
•apply  the  vacancy  occasioned  (hereby  in  the 
rcpreaeaiation  of  that  State. 

Ortiaredf  That  Mr.  Pitkin  be  appointed  of  the 
GoBiiiiictee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  the  place  of 

Mr.  ROBBRTB. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ellis 
was  remd  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction  of  mer- 
ctendtse,  and  of  ships  and  vessels,"  was  read  the 
tlurd  time,  and  passed. 

A  menage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
tbnt  the  Soate  have  passed  a  bill  "  to  provide  for 
the  iodemaification  of  certain  claimants  of  public 
Innds  in  the  Mississippi  Territory ;"  also,  a  bill 
'^foT  the  better  organizing,  pay ioff,  and  supplying 
tiM  Army  of  the  United  Stales;"  in  which  bills 
tbey  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Loan  bill. 

Mr.  PiCKERiHG,  of  Massachusetts,  resumed  his 
^eceh  against  the  bill,  the  commencement  of 
whieh  principally  occupied  Saturday's  sitting. 
His  speech  to-day  occupied  three  hours.  The 
whole  of  which  is  here  given  entire,  as  follows  : 

Jtfr.  Chairmair:  Yesterday  a  gentleman  from 
Mnrylaod,  (Mr.  Wbight.)  in  the  course  of  his 
observations  on  the  loan  bill,  mentioned  but  one 
tJMBg  which  I  think  at  all  necessary  to  notice, 
mad  that  not  connected  with  the  bill ;  it  was  the 
old  story  of  Jonathan  Robbins — and  he  expressed 
a  wish  that  I  would  inform  the  Committee,  whe- 
ther the  person  so  called  was  delivered  up  pursu- 
aoC  CO  orders  from  me  alone,  as  the  newspapers 
had  often  repesented,  or  by  the  direction  of  the 
President  or  the  United  States. 

This  story,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  so  often  been 
gotten  np  for  party  purposes,  I  will,  from  my  pre- 
sent recollection,  give  an  account  of  it ;  although, 
like  other  "  lies  so  oft  o'erthrown,"  it  may  be  again 
reTived,and  again  rung  through  the  United  Slates, 
to  serve  the  same  unhallowed  party  views. 

Being  then  Secretary  of  State,  the  application 
for  Che  person  called  Jonathan  Robbins,  but  whose 
real  name  was  Thomas  Nash,  came  to  my  hands. 
Bat  that  the  ease  may  be  correctly  understood,  I 
will  read  that  article  in  our  treaty  with  Qreat 
Bckatni  (commoalv  called  Mr.  Jay's  treaty,) 

ISlh  Con.  2a  Ssis.— 54 
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which  contains  a  mutual  stipulation  for  the  de- 
livery of  persons  charged  witn  murder  or  forgery. 
"Article  27.  It  is  farther  agreed,  that  His  Majesty 
and  the  United  States,  on  mutual  requisitions,  by  them 
respectiTely,  or  by  their  respective  Ministers  or  officers 
authoriied  to  make  the  same,  will  deliver  op  to  jus- 
tice all  persons  who,  being  charged  with  murder  or 
forgery,  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  either, 
shall  seek  an  asylum  within  any  of  the  countries  of 
the  other ;  provided  that  this  shall  only  be  done  on 
such  evidence  of  criminality,  as,  according  to  the  Laws 
of  the  place  where  the  fugitive  or  person  so  charged 
shall  be  found,  would  justify  his  apprehension  and 
commitment  for  trial,  if  the  offence  had  there  been 
committed." 

The  President  (Mr.  Adams)  having  been  con* 
suited,  and  his  express  directions  received,  I  wrote 
to  Judge  Bee,  then  the  District  Judge  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  South  Carolina,  to  this  effect: 
That  if  the  case  of  Thomas  Nash  came  within 
the  purview  of  the  treaty ;  that  is,  if  the  evidence 
of  his  criminality  was  such  as  would  authorize 
his  apprehension  and  commitment  for  trial,  in 
case  the  offence  charged  had  been  committed 
within  our  own  territory  ;  then  he  was  to  be  de- 
livered up  to  the  British  officer  demanding  him. 
This  was  done. 

It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  gentlemen,  that 
this  man,  Thomas  Nash^  with  other  ruffians  of 
the  crew  of  the  British  frigate  Hermione,  rose  on 
their  officers  and  murdered  them,  and  carried  the 
frigate  into  a  Spanish  port  in  the  West  Indies; 
Spain  being  then  at  war  with  Great  Britain^ 
Nash  was  discovered  and  arrested  at  Charleston^ 
and  the  proceedioffs  took  place  which  I  have 
stated.  But  Nash  had  assumed  the  name  of  Jon- 
athan Robbins,  and  said  he  was  an  American  cit- 
izen, born  at  Danbury,  in  Connecticut.  This ' 
declaration  of  the  ruffian,  though  entitled  to  no 
credit,  was  sufficient  for  the  partisans  of  Opnosi- 
tioo  to  raise  a  hue  and  cry  against  the  Federal 
Administration,  which  they  wished  to  pull  down. 
I  therefore  wrote  to  the  selectmen  and  town  clerk 
of  Danbury,  (which  was  a  small  country  village,) 
requesting  them  to  make  diligent  inquiry,  whether 
any  person  of  the  name  of  Jonathan  Robbins  had 
been  born  there  within  a  period  which  I  supposed 
would  go  beyond  the  age  of  Thomas  Nash.  They 
seut  me  certificates,  that  no  person  of  the  name 
of  Jonathan  Robbins  had  been  born  in  Danbury, 
within  forty  or  fifty  years  then  last  past.  These 
certificates  having  been  communicated  to  Con- 
gress, and  published,  put  down  the  party  clamor* 
and  for  awhile  the  slanderers  were  silent ;  but  the 
ghost  of  Jonathan  Robbins  has  since  been  repeat- 
edly conjured  up;  particularly  when  at  any  time 
it  was  convenient  to  bring  a  railing  accusation 
against  me. 

I  fear,  Mr.  Chairmap,  that  in  discussing  the 
subject  before  the  Committee,  I  shall  disappoint 
the  expectations  of  my  friends,  without  satisfying 
myself.  For,  though  I  have  been  long  in  public 
life,  I  have  been  but  little  used  to  public  speak- 
ing. The  memory,  the  arrangement,  and  the 
comprehensive  view  of  a  subject,  which  are  ne- 
eessary  to  a  public  speaker,  in  me  are  deficient* 
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I  shall  endeavor,  however,  to  lay  before  the  Com- 
mittee facts  which  I  deem  imifortaot,  with  sach 
jast  inferences  as  shall  occur  to  me ;  relying  on 
the  discernment  of  gentlemen  to  supply  the  rest. 

A  eentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cal- 
houn) has  told  you  that  the  object  of  the  minor- 
ity was,  to  destroy  the  faith  of  the  Gorernment 
by  preventing  the  loan.  I  am  indeed  opposed  to 
the  loan;  but  I  distinguish  between  the  faith  of 
the  Administration,  and  the  faith  of  my  country. 
The  credit  of  the  country  is  good,  and  under  a 
proper  Administration,  acting  in  a  cause  in  which 
the  great  interests  and  welfare  of  the  country  were 
at  stake,  the  loan  would  be  effected.  My  aim  is, 
to  put  an  end  to  this  unjust  and  ruinous  war ;  and 
therefore  I  will  oppose  all  supplies  for  carrying 
it  on.  It  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  withhold 
supplies,  pursuant  to  a  power  vested  in  them  by 
Che  Constitution,  when  necessary  to  prevent  any 
Administration  from  persevering  in  measures  in- 
juriously affectinff  the  public  welfare. 

The  same  gentleman  told  us,  that  it  was  a  max- 
im among  the  Romans,  ^*  that  their  country  was 
never  to  be  presumed  to  be  in  the  wrong."  Had 
not  the  Roman  people  been  influenced  by  this 
maxim ;  on  the  contrary,  had  they  questioned  the 
rectitude  of  the  measures  of  their  (Government, 
and  reasoned  on  the  causes  and  pretences  for  their 
perpetual  wars,  the  ancient  world  might  not  have 
been  deluged  with  blood ;  while  nations  sunk  be- 
neath the  arms  directed  by  the  ambitious  leaders 
of  that  Republic,  as  the  continental  nations  of 
modern  Europe  have  fallen  before  the  arras  of 
France;  which,  both  in  her  Republican  and  Im- 
perial state,  appears  to  have  taken  Rome  for  her 
model.  Any  Government  may  err,  either  igno- 
rantly  or  corruptly,  and  in  either  case,  its  meas- 
ures tending  to  public  mischief  ought  to  be  op- 
posed. 

The  same  gentleman,  adverting  to  the  alleged 
causes  of  the  war,  the  British  Orders  m  Council 
and  Impressments,  said  he  would  first  consider 
impressments,  *'  because  a  man  is  preferable  to  a 
bale  of  goods."  Yet  property  is  the  ground  of 
almost  all  the  quarrels  among  mankiaid,  as  well 
between  nations  as  individuals.  It  was  property, 
afifected  bv  the  Orders  in  Council,  which  was  pro- 
fessed to  DC  the  principal  cause  of  this  war.  Pro- 
periy  was,  in  fact,  the  primary  cause  of  the  contest 
with  our  mother  country,  which  terminated  in  the 
war  of  our  Revolution.  Great  Britain  imposed 
small  duties  on  a  few  articles  of  our  imports  from 
her,  and  claimed  a  right  to  impose  others  by  an 
act  of  Parliament ;  and  thus  to  take  from  us  our 
property  without  our  consent.  I  will  therefore 
first  inquire  into  the  character  of  the  British  Or- 
ders in  Council. 

By  our  treaty  with  France,  in  1800,  concluded 
with  Bonaparte  himself,  then  First  Consul,  in  the 
12th  article,  it  was  agreed  as  follows : 

<<  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  dtiiens  of  either  country 
to  sail  with  their  ships  and  merchandise  (contraband 
goods  always  excepted)  from  any  port  whatever,  to 
any  port  of  the  enemy  of  the  other,  and  to  sail  and 
trade  with  their  ships  and  merchandise,  with  perfect 
security  and  liberty,  firomthe  coimtries,  ports,  ana  places 


of  those  who  are  enemiee  of  bodi  or  of  either  paitj, 
without  any  oppoattton  or  distaibance  whatever ;  ai»d 
to  pass  not  only  direct^  iVom  the  places  and  jpoite  of 
the  enemy  albrementioaed,  to  neutral  ports  ana  places 
but  also  from  one  place  belonging  to  an  enes^,  to  an- 
other place  belonging  to  an  enemy,  whether  they  be» 
or  be  not  under  the  same  jurisdiction,  unless  such  ports 
or  places  shall  be  actually,  blockaded,  besieged,  or  in^ 
vested." 

In  flagrant  violation  of  4bis  article,  Bonaparte, 
having  overturned  the  Prussian ,  monarchy,  and 
seated  himself  in  its  capital,  Berlin,  there,  on  the 
2l8t  of  November,  1S06,  issued  a  decree  (thence 
called  the  Berlin  decree)  in  the  preamble  ot  which 
he  sets  forth  its  pretended  causes,  the  falseness  or 
futility  of  which  I  shall  show  as  I  proceed. 

*<  1.  That  England  does  not  admit  the  right  of  na- 
tions, as  uniTerMdly  acknowledged  by  aU  cmliaed  peo- 
ple." 

This  general,  sweeping  and  false  decteratkm 
appears  to  be  the  text  to  be  exemplified  in  the 
articles  which  follow. 

"  2.  That  she  declares  as  an  enemy  every  individual 
belonging  to  an  enemy  State,  and,  in  coaseqoenoe. 
makes  prisoners  of  warv  net  only  of  the  crews  of  armea 
vessels,  but  also  of  merchant  vesseb,  and  even  tke  su- 
percargoes of  the  same." 

This  charge  against  England  might,  with  equal 
justness,  be  made  ap^inst  the  United  States,  and 
all  other  nations;  for  all.  including  France  her- 
self, have  always  considered  the  crews  of  fner- 
chant  vessels  as  well  as  of  armed  vessels,  to  be 
prisoners  of  war,  and  confined  them  accordingly. 

**  3.  That  she  extends  or  applies  to  merchant  ves- 
sels, to  articles  of  commeree,  and  to  the  property  of 
individuals,  the  right  of  conquest,  which  can  only  be 
applied  or  extended  to  what  belongs  to  an  enei^y 
Sute." 

In  this  England  does  no  more  than  the  United 
Slates  did  in  the  war  of  our  Revolution,  and  do 
in  the  present  war,  and  what  all  maritime  nations 
have  ever  done ;  that  is,  capture  enemy's  mer- 
chant vessels  and  merchandise  found  on  the  high 
seas ;  and  to  capture  them,  is  the  object  and  hope 
of  all  our  privateering. 

«  4.  That  she  extends  to  ports  not  fortifiad,  to  har- 
bors and  months  of  rivers,  tkerighttfbloekadefVtiuAf 
according  to  reason  and  Uie  usage  of  eiviliaed  nationat 
is  applicable  only  to  strong  or  fortified  poits«" 

This  article,  like  the  others,  stating  first  a  ^os- 
titiable  fhct,  is  false  in  its  conclusion.  The  nghc 
to  blockade  ports,  harbors,  and  rooaths  of  rivers, 
though  not  fortified,  is  not  disputed  by  our  own 
Government;  whose  only  complaint  has  been, 
that  such  places  have  not,  in  all  cases  proclaimed 
to  be  under  blockade,  been  blockaded  in  fact,  by 
a  sufficient  naval  force  stationed  before  or  near 
them,  so  as  to  render  the  entrance  of  our  neutral 
vessels  dangerous. 

«  5.  That  she  declares  blockaded,  places  before  which 
she  has  not  a  single  vessel  of  war:  although  a  place 
ought  not  to  be  considered  bkx^aded,  but  when  it  is 
so  invested,  as  that  no  approach  to  it  can  be  made 
without  imminent  haxard ;  that  she  declares  even 
places  blockaded  which  her  united  fttom  would  be  in- 
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capable  of  doing,  sacli  as  entire  coasts,  and  a  whole 
cDiptFe* 

By  a  document  communicated  by  President 
Jefferson  to  Congress,  in  December,  1808,  as  one 
of  tbe  acts  of  the  British  Qovernment  imposing 
ma  illegal  blockade  in  the  West  Indies,  it  appears 
plainly  that  the  British  Admiral  exceeded  his  au- 
thority ;  the  orders  from  his  Government  being. 
^  that  the  strictest  naval  blockade  be  establishecf 
over  the  Leeward  French  Islands,'^  evidently 
meaning,  by  stationing  a  sufficient  naval  force 
before  the  ports  so  declared  to  be  blockaded  ;  for 
the  British  Government  never  claimed  any  other 
right  o{  blockade. 

As  10  the  Emperor's  charge,  that  Great^ritain 
had  declared  ^  entire  coasts  and  a  whole  empire" 
to  be  blockaded,  it  is  one  of  those  unfounded  as- 
sertions which  he  can  utter  with  great  facility, 
pariicularly  when  Great  Britain  is  the  subject  of 
reproach.  The  declaration  of  the  most  extensive 
Uockade  of  a  coast  bv  the  British  Government, 
that  I  have  any  knowIed£;e  of^  was  that  froip  the 
Bh>e  to  Brest;  which  I  shall  take  an  opportunity 
lo  explain.ri^ 

Oq  such  false  and  fallacious  grounds  the  French 
Kmperor  issued  his  Berlin  decree;  of  which  the 
following  are  the  articles  most  pointedly  violating 
oox  nemral  riffhts,  and  his  treaty  with  the  United 
States;,  as  well  as  the  rights  of  Great  Britain  un- 
der the  law  of  nations. 

'Art.  1.  The  British  islands  are  declared  to  be  in  a 
state  of  ModLade." 

This^  in  its  term;^  subjected  to  capture,  by  the 
French  cruisers,  all  neutral  vesaels  entering  or 
attempting  to  enter  any  British  ports ;  and  noth- 
iBg  hot  the  abi^lute  inability  of  the  Emperor  to 
czeeate  this  part  of  his  decree,  prevented  its  he- 
iag  carried  into  effect. 

'Alt.  4.  All  magazines,  merchandise,  or  property 
wbatsoever,  belonging  to  a  subject  ni  England,  shall 
hedadaKd  lawful  prise." 

The  object  of  this  article  was,  to  authorize  his 
Mtnoiers  and  officers  to  seize  on  all  property  of 
BHtish  sobjeets,  wherever  found,  especially  in 
BiBtral  territories,  where,  by  the  law  of  nations, 
k  sboutd  hare  been  secure,  and  sacred  as  neutral 
property  itself;  but  no  rights  have  been  regarded, 
where  the  power  of  the  French  Bmperor  could 
extend. 

^  "Alt.  5.  Thto  trade  in  Enghsh  merchandise  is  for- 
fiiiUeii.  At  merchahdise  belonging  to  England,  or 
eoanng  6om  its  mannfiictoiies  and  colonies,  is  declared 
tewM  prise.'' 

By  this  article,  the  manufactures  of  England, 
an4  tke  productions  of  her  colonies,  although  the 
property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
other  aeotrals,  became  liable  to  capture  and  con- 
deomaiion.  u  its  Immediate  execution  against 
Amertdhn  vessels,  in  the  European  seas,  did  not 
cake  plAce,  it  was  owing  to  causes  not  explained ; 
and  not  to  the  Emperor's  intention  to  dispense 
with  it ;  as  he  subsequently  declared  that  he  had 
made  no  exception  in  favor  of  the  United  States. 

(1)  See  notes  ai  the  end  of  Mh  P.'s  speech. 


It  was  in  fact  executed  against  our  vessels  by 
some  French  privateers  in  the  West  Indies,  as 
was  stated  by  Kir.  Madison  himself.(2) 

But  the  great  object  of  the  Berlin  decree  was, 
to  blockade  the  ports  of  the  continent  of  Europe 
against  the  entrance  of  British  vessels,  and  of  tne 
vessels  of  every  nation  laden  with  the  manufac- 
tures or  productions  of  Great  Britain  or  of  her 
colonies  and  dominions ;  in  order  to  ruin  her 
commerce,  and  thereby  destroy  her  power,  which 
so  eminently  depended  on  the  wealth  ana  reve- 
nues arising  from  commerce.  And  on  the  Con- 
tinent, tbe  decree  was  carried  into  immediate  ex- 
ecution :  at  Hamburg  within  four  days  from  its 
date ;  although  that  city  formed  an  independent 
neutral  State,  entitled  to  entire  exemption  from 
military  coercion  and  violence.  The  French 
Minister  there  caused  all  English  merchandises, 
^*  no  matter  to  whom  they  belotag,"  to  be  seized 
and  confiscated.  The  same  course  was  directed 
to  be  pursued  in  all  other  places,  enemy  or  neu- 
tral, occupied,  or  which  should  be  occupied  by  > 
French  troops. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  next  month,  December, 
1806,  the  treaty  negfotiated  with  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, by  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinkney,  was 
si^ed.  But^  before  the  signing,  the  British  Com- 
missioners mentioned  to  our  Ministers  this  out* 
rageous  decree  of  Berlin,  which  threatened  to 
subvert  the  rights  and  independence  of  neutral 
Powers;  and  for  the  information  of  their  Gk)v- 
ernment,  delivered  to  them  a  note  deelarioff,  that 
"if  the  eneniy  (France)  should  carry  those  threats 
'  into  execution, and  if  neutral  nations,  contrary  to 
'  all  expectation,  should  acquiesce  in  such  usurpa- 

*  tions,  his  Majesty  might  probably  be  compelled, 
^  however  reluctantly,  to  retaliate  iii  his  just  de- 
'  fence,  and  to  ado|)t,  m  regard  to  the  commerce  of 
'  neutral  nations  with  his  enemies,  the  same  meas- 
'  ures  which  those  nations  shall  have  permitted  to 
'  be  enforced  against  their  commerce  with  his  sub- 

*  jects." 

In  the  mean  time,  to  check  and  counteract  the 
violence  of  France,  in  actual  execution,  on  the 
ContineUt,  aeainst  nritish  commerce,  and  against 
all  trade  in  the  manufactures  and  productions  of 
the  British  dominions,  the  British  Government 
issued  their  Order  in  Council  of  the  7th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1807,  prohibiting,  not  ail  commerce  with 
France,  as  she,  by  the  Berlin  decree,  had  forbid- 
den all  commerce  with  England— -but  ordering 
'*  that  no  vessel  shall  be  permitted  to  trade  from 
^  one  port  to  another,  both  which  ports  shall  belong 

*  to,  or  be  in  possession  of  France  or  her  allies, 
'  or  shall  be  so  far  under  their  control,  as  that 
'  British  vessels  may  not  freely  trade  thereat." 
This  Mr.  Jefferson  called  "a  new  law  of  the 
ocean;"  although  similar  to,  but  less  rigorous 
than  an  old  and  established  law  of  France,  which 
prohibited  neutral  vessels  laden,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  at  one  port  of  an  enemy,  to  go  to  the  ports 
of  any  other  country  than  their  own,  whether  al- 
lied to  France,  neutral  or  enen\y.(3)  The  ereat 
object  of  the  British  order  was,  apparently,  to 
prevent  neutral  vessels  carrying  on  the  coasting 
trade  of  France,  and  the  intercourse  by  sea  beF- 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1703 


.    HISTORY  OP  CONGRBSa 


1704 


H.  OP  R. 


The  Loan  BUL 


Fbbkuabt,  1814. 


tween  her  and  her  allies ;  for  the  naval  power  of 
Great  Britain  having  either  captared,  or  driven 
from  the  ocean,  the  trading  vessels  of  her  enemies, 
they  were  constrained  to  resort  to  neutral  vessels 
to  carry  on  their  commerce  with  one  another,  and 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  their  coasting  trade. 

This  very  candid  and  friendiv  notice  of  the 
course  Great  Britain  might  be  obliged  to  pursue, 
if  neutral  nations  submitted  to  the  Berlin  decree, 
was  represented  by  President  Jefferson  as  cause 
of  offence  to  the  United  States,  and  that  no  treatv, 
accompanied  with  the  terms  of  that  i^ote,  would 
be  admissible.  I  know  it  will  be  said,  that,  our 
Government  did  not  submit,  but  demanded  an 
explanation  of  the  Berlin  decree.  It  is  true,  that 
an  explanation  was  asked  of  the  French  Minister 
of  Marine.  Decres,  and  that  he,  contrary  to  the 
spirit  and  letter  of  the  decree,  said  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  infringe  upon  the  treaty  then  subsisting 
between  theUnited  States  and  France;  but  added, 
that  he  was  not  competent  to  decide,  and  that  ap- 
plication must  be  made  to  t|)e  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  Talleyrand,  then  with  the  Emperor  at 
Berlin.  Whether  such  an  application  was  ever 
made,  or  answered  if  made,  has  not  been  publicly 
known. 

The  obviously  proper  course  to  have  been  taken 
by  our  Government  was,  to  have  demanded,  not 
an  explanation  of  a  decree,  which  was  too  plain 
to  require  one,  but  its  revocation  ;  and  upon  the 
refusal  to  revoke,  to  interdict  all  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  France  and  her  allies,  and  to  have 
armed  our  ships,  if  necessary,  for  the  protection 
of  our  commerce;  which,  owios  to  the  small 
number  of  French  cruisers,  would  then  have  sus- 
tained but  little  injury.(4)  Instead  of  taking  this 
safe  and  honorable  course,  our  Gk)vernment  con- 
tented themselves  with  the  absurd  explanation  of 
the  Minister  Decres,  until  the  Emperor  himself 
declared  it  erroneous  and  unfounded,  and  that  no 
exception  was  intended  in  favor  of  the  United 
8utes. 

Such  was  the  state  of  things  when  Great  Brit- 
ain, having  waited  almost  a  year,  seeing  the  Ber- 
lin decree  operating  most  injuriously  to  her  com- 
merce with  the  European  continent,  all  its  ports 
(those  of  Sweden  excepted)  being  shut  against 
her ;  Russia,  pressed  by  the  French  arms  in  1807, 
having  also  adopted  the  French  Emperor's  Con- 
tinental system,  pursuant  to  the  treaty  of  Tilsit; 
in  this  state  of  things,  the  British  (Government 
issued  their  Orders  in  Council,  of  November  11th, 
1807.  These  orders  have  been  pronounced  to  be 
contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  and  unjustifiable; 
and  this  opinion,  proceeding  from  men  in  power, 
and  other  citizens  of  distinction,  became,  proba- 
bly, the  current  opinion  in  the  United  States. 
But  for  my  own  part,  from  the  moment  that  I 
read  those  orders.  1  considered  them  as  justifiable 
on  the  ground  or  retaliatiou,  and  on  the  princi- 
ples of  public  law.  Of  the  correctness  of  my 
own  opinion,  however,  I  should  have  entertained 
some  doubts,  had  it  not  been  confirmed  by  the 
opinions  of  gentlemen,  among  my  friends,  who 
were  as  conversant  with  public  law,  aod  thought 
as  profoundly,asany  citizens  of  the  United  States. 


Among  these  was  one  of  the  first  of  men* — per- 
haps the  brightest  luminary  that  ever  shone  oa 
this  Western  hemisphere. 

The  French  Emperor,  by  his  Berlin  decree,  and 
his  orders  for  carrying  it  into  complete  and  rigor- 
ous execution,  had  subverted  the  public  law  of 
Europe;  and  by  his  arms  and  influence,  had 
brought  all  the  nations  (Sweden  excepted)  to 
bear  against  England  alone ;  all  thus  conspiring 
for  her  destruction.  What  should  she  do  against 
a  world  in  arms  ?  What  would  the  sense  of  such 
impending  danger,  and  the  duty  of  self-preserva- 
tion, suggest  to  any  nation  ?(5)  Certainly  to  re- 
tort upon  those  combined  enemies  and  conspira- 
tors, tne  evils  of  their  own  injustice  and  violence; 
and,  as  they  had  taken  new  and  extraordinary 
measures  to  deprive  her  of  commerce,  that  she 
should  retaliate  and  interdict  all  commerce  with 
them.  This  she  did  by  her  Orders  in  Council, 
and  in  my  view,  on  the  principles  of  reason  and 
public  law.(6)  In  every  new  case,  to  which 
existing  laws  do  not  extend,  reason  is  to  be  con- 
sulted— *^  reason,  whose  authority  (^ays  Bynker- 
shoek)  is  of  so  much  weight  in  the  law  of  na- 
tions"— "  reason,  which  is  the  soul  of  the  law  of 
nations."  The  municipal  laws  of  a  single  State, 
when  circumstances  are  changed,  undergo  cor- 
responding changes ;  and  when  new  cases  arise, 
new  laws  are  framed  to  provide  for  them.  And 
such  a  new  state  of  things  had  been  introduced 
into  the  civilized  world,  by  the  ambition,  injus- 
tice,  and  tyrann^f  of  the  French  Emperor;  jus- 
tifying and  requiring,  on  the  part  of  the  nations 
not  yet  subjugated,  new  and  extraordinary  meas- 
ures to  provide  for  their  safety  and  independence. 
On  these  grounds,  the  British  Orders  in  Council 
have  appeared  to  mt  perfectly  justifiable  ;  and, 
conse<iuently,  that  they  never  furnished  any  canse 
or  pretence  for  the  present  war ;  a  war  on  our  part, 
as  unnatural  and  cruel  as  it  was  unjust.  But,  in- 
stead of  resentinff  and  resisting,  as  we  ought  to 
have  done,  the  Serlin  decree,  oar  Government 
commenced  a  system  of  restrictive  measures ;  ia 
form  levelled  equally  against  France  and  Great 
Britain*  but  really  intended  to  injure  Britain  only, 
while  they  aided  the  cause  of  France.  This  brings 
me  to  the  consideration  of  a  subject,  old  and  stale, 
indeed,  but  of  essential  importance  to  be  well  an* 
derstood;  and  which  therelore  I  will  re-examine— 
I  mean  the  Embargo  of  December,  1807,  the 
fruitful  and  immediate  source  of  all  the  evils 
which  have  since  afflicted  our  country ;  prodae- 
in^  non-intercourse  and  non-importation,  and  ter- 
mmating,  as  to  the  United  States,  in  the  greatest 
of  all  evils — war. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that,  just  before  this  em- 
bargo was  laid,  the  United  States  vessel  Revenge 
arrived  from  France,  with  despatches  from  our 
Minister,  Greneral  Armstrong.  They  arrived  at 
Washington  on  the  14th  of  December,  1807.  Br 
the  Revenge,  news  was  brought  that  the  Frenca 
Emperor  had  said  there  should  be  no  neutrals. 
This,  indeed,  was  not  long  after  gravely  denied ; 
but  at  length  it  came  out  in  General  Armstrong's 


*  The  late  Chief  Justice  Panons»  of  Vassachosetta. 
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own  despatches,  that  the  Emperor  had  said,  the 
United  States  shall  take  the  positive  character  of 
allies  or  eoeinies.  Bat  the  people  of  the  United 
States  were  not  then  prepared  for  a  war  against 
Great  Britain.  A  g^radual  training  for  some  years 
was  reqabite  to  bring  them  to  that  point.  Nor 
were  they  prepared  to  adopt,  knowingly,  Bona- 

Sarte's  Continental  system;  it  could  be  intro- 
oeed  only  under  the  disguise  of  an  embargo;  a 
name  aniversally  understood  to  mean  a  very  tem- 
porary siupension  of  the  sailing  of  vessels  for 
some  special  occasional  purpose. 

Four  days  only  after  the  arrival  of  the  de« 
apatches  from  France,  President  Jefferson  sent  to 
Congress  the  following  Message : 
Tm  ike  Senate  and  Houee  of 

BqfreeeniaHves  oj  the  United  StaUi: 
The  comaniTiif  tioBs  now  made,  showing  the  great 
and  increasing  dangers  with  whidi  our  vessels*  our 
•eament  and  merchandise,  are  threatened  on  the  high 
mma,  and  elsewhere,  from  the  belligerent  Powers  of 
Sorope ;  and  it  being  of  the  greatest  importance  to 
keep  in  safety  these  essential  resources,  I  deem  it  mj 
^mtj  to  recommend  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of 
Coogreas,  who  will  doubtless  perceive  all  the  advantage 
which  may  be  expected  from  an  inhibition  of  the  de- 
off  our  Tessels  from  the  ports  oi  the  United 


r  wisdom  will  also  see  the  necessity  of  mdting 
mwmj  pnpaiation  lor  whatever  events  may  grow  out  of 
the  pneeot  ciiria. 

I  ask  a  retam  of  the  letters  of  Messrs.  Armstnmg 
and  Caiampagny,  which  it  would  be  improper  to  make 
pvbiic  TH.  JSFFBR80N. 

DBCSMaaa  18,  1807. 

The  eomoDUQieatioDs  consisted  of  fonr  papers. 
The  first  a  proclamation  by  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  dated  the  16th  of  Oetober,  1807,  "<  for  re- 
calling and  prohibiting  British  seamen  from  senr- 
i»g  foreign  Priaees  aad  States."  This  proelama- 
tioB  had  heen  published  in  oar  newspapers;  It 
was  a  newspaper  copr  Mr.  Jefihrson  commnQi- 
ealed  to  Congress.  Far  from  having  excited  any 
alarm,  it  naturalljr  lessened  the  public  apprehen- 
aions  on  the  subject  of  impressments;  because, 
although  it  commanded  British  naval  officers  to 
heize  and  take,  as  tisnal.  British  natural  born  sub- 
jects from  on  board  toreign  merchant  vessels, 
they  were  strictly  enjoined  '^  to  permit  no  nian  to 
^  eo  on  board  sach  ships  and  vessels  belonging  to 

*  Butes  at  amity  with  Great  Britain,  for  the  pur- 

*  poees  of  so  seizing  upon,  taking,  and  bringing 
'  away  sach  persons  aforesaid,  for  whose  discreet 
'and  orderly  demeanor  the  said  captains  could 
'  not  answer;  and  that  they  should  take  especial 
'  care  that  ao  unnecessary  violence  he  done  or 

*  oferCd  to  the  vessel,  or  to  the  remainder  of  the 
"  '  ecew,  from  oat  of  which  soch  persons  should  be 

*  taken." 

The  second  paper  was  a  letter  (hearing  date 
September  18,  1807,)  from  the  French  Grand 
Jodge,  Regnier,  to  the  Iinperial  Procureur  (or 
jfticomey)  General  of  the  Kmperor^s  Council  of 
Prizee^  containing  the  Emperors  declaration  con- 
cerning his  Benin  decree.  To  the  queation, 
'^L  Can  armed  Teisels,  aader  th»t  decree,  seize, 


*  in  neutral  vessels,  either  English  property,  or 
'  merchandise  proceeding  from  the  manufactures 

*  of  the  English  territories  ?  His  Majesty  notifiea 
'  me,  that  since  he  had  not  thought  proper  to  ex- 
'  press  any  exception  in  his  decree,  there  is  no 
'  grpund  to  make  any  in  the  execution,  with  re- 
'  spect  to  anything  whatsoever."  **2.  His  Ma- 
'je9ty  has  not  decided  the  question,  whether 
'French  armed  vessels  may  possess  themselves 
'  of  neutral  vessels  goine  to  or  from  Enj^Iand, 
'  although  they  have  no  English  merchandise  on 
^  board."  Why  this  decision  was  delayed,  does 
not  appear.  Probably,  it  was  for  the  purpose  of 
watcbinff  for  some  favorable  conjuncture,  when 
the  few  French  cruisers  that  could  venture  to  sea 
might  make  a  more  extensive  sweep  of  neutral 
vessels,  thrown  off  their  guard  by  a  temporary 
forbearance. 

Of  these  two  papers  no  secret  was  made ;  and 
for  a  plain  reason — that  both  had  been  published 
in  the  newspapers:  the  British  proclamation  at 
full  length,  and  the  essential  part  of  the  letter  of 
the  French  Grand  Judge. 

The  third  paper  was  General  Armstrong's  let- 
ter to  the  French  Minister,  Champagny,  simply 
askinj^  whether  the  Emperor,  by  his  Berlin  de- 
cree, intended  to  violate  nis  treaty  with  the  Uni- 
ted States.  And  the  fourth  paper  was  Cham« 
pagny's  answer,  announcing,  with  the  usual  as- 
surance of  a  French  Minister,  that  it  was  easy  to 
reconcile  the  measures  adopted  under  the  Berlin 
decree  with  the  observance  of  treaties.  I  will 
read  these  two  letters. 

Oeneral  Anmirong'e  kUer  to  M,  Champagny. 
Faaxs,  September  84, 1807. 
Sir :  I  have  this  moment  learned  that  a  new  and  ex- 
tended coastructient  highly  injurioos  to  the  oommeroa 
of  the  United  States,  was  about  to  be  given  to  the  !»• 
penal  decree  of  the  Slst  of  November  last    It  is,  diare* 
fore^  iacumbent  on  me  to  ask  your  Excellency  an  ex* 
planation  of  his  Mi^jesty 's  views  in  relation  to  this  sub* 
ject,  and  particulaiij  whether  it  be  his  Majesty's  inten- 
tion, in  any  degree,  to  infract  the  obligations  of  the 
treaty  subsisting  between  the  United  States  and  the 
French  Empire  t 
I  pray  your  Excellency*  dbc. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

The  arnwer  rf ML  Champagnuto  Oeneral  Armdrmut^ 
dated  (MoSer  7, 1807. 

Sia:  Tott  did  me  the  honor,  on  the  34th of  Septem- 
ber, to  request  me  to  send  yon  some  eaplanatioas  as  la 
the  ezeentien  of  the  decree  of  blockade  of  the  British 
islands,  as  to  vesseb  of  the  United  Sutes. 

The  provieioBs  of  all  the  rsguUtions  and  treaties 
relative  to  a  state  of  blockade  have  appeared  applicable 
to  the  existing  drcumstaace ;  and  it  results,  m>m  the 
explanations  which  have  been  addressed  to  me  by  the 
lo^erial  Procureur  General  of  the  Council  of  PzixsiL 
thia  His  Majesty  has  considered  every  neutral  vessel 
going  from  English  ports,  vrith  cargoes  of  English 
merchandise,  or  of  English  origin,  as  lawfully  seixable 
by  French  armed  vessels. 

The  decree  of  blockade  has  been  now  issued  eleven 
months.  The  principal  Powers  oi  Europe,  far  firom 
protesting  against  its  provisions,  have  adopted  them. 
Thaj  hava  peresived  tfiat  hs  ezeeation  mast  be  com* 
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plete,  to  render  it  move  effeetaal ;  and  it  k»8  seemed 
easj  to  reconcile  these  measures  with  Uie  observance 
of  treaties,  especially  at  a  time  when  the  infractions,  by 
England,  of  uie  rights  of  all  maritime  Powers,  render 
their  interest  common,  and  tend  to  unite  them  in  the 
support  of  the  same  cause.    Accept,  Sec, 

CHAMPAONY. 

Here  we  see  that  Armstrong's  and  Cbampag- 
ny's  letters  exhibit  no  new  source  of  danger  to 
our  seamen,  ships,  and  merchandise;  but,  on  the 
contrary^  refer  directly  to  the  Emperor's  decision 
in  Regnier's  letter,  already  published  io  substance, 
and  not  attempted  by  Mr.  Jefferson  to  be  con- 
cealed. Why,  then,  did  he  say  that  Armstrong's 
and  Champagny's  letters  ought  not  to  be  made 
public,  and,  with  over-abundant  caution,  desire 
the  return  of  them  to  himself?  The  answer  is 
easy.  Had  the  letters  been  published,  the  bold 
imposture  would  hare  been  detected.  Although 
the  majorities  in  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  re- 
posing a  blind  confidence  in  Mr.  Jefferson,  did 
not  discern  the  imposition,  citizens  abroad  ^fvould, 
at  the  first  glance,  have  discovered  and  denounced 
the  cheat ;  and  the  nation,  shocked  at  the  con- 
templated mischief,  would  not  have  acquiesced  in 
the  measure.  But  a  mystery  was  thrown  over 
the  transaction,  by  the  solemn  withdrawing  of 
those  two  harmless  letters;  which,  it  was  natural 
for  the  people  to  suppose, contained  the  evidences 
of  the  mignty  dangers  against  which  the  entire 
shutting  up  of  our  ports  was  a  necessary  precau- 
tion. The  project  succeeded ;  and  the  people,  for 
near  fifteen  months,  endured  all  the  evils  and 
losses  of  a  suspended  commerce  and  navigation, 
which  had  given  empkyaeat  and  subsistenoa  to 
some  hundmis  of  thoD^imiis  of  citizens  on  the 
seaooard,  ^<1  S^i^c'^  prosperity  to  the  couni^y. 
But  whsii  ought  to  be  the. surprise  of  gcatlemeo, 
after  all  this  mysterious  secrecy  about  the  two 
letters  of  Armstrone  and  Champegny,  to  be  in* 
ibnoed  that,  precisely  three  months  after  passing 


the  Embaivo  law,  to  wit,  on  the  22d  of  March, 
1808,  Mr.  ^fierson,  of  hi8  own  accord,  laid  these 
same  letters  openly  befbre  Congress?  But  how? 
Mingled  with  a  mass  of  other  documents,  making 
now  a  printed  volume  of  upwards  of  five  hundred 
pages!  And  strangers  would  not  suspect,  nor 
members  of  Congress  know,  (unless  they  had  good 
memories,)  that  the  two  letteis  bad  any  relation 
to  the  embargo. 

I  have  cAiled  the  two  kttecs  harmlese ;  and  so 
they  wece,  as  to  any  indications  of  inareaaed  dan- 
^  to  our  seamen,  ships,  and  merchandise;  but 
in  Champagny's,  may  be  Men  the  latent  oause  of 
the  embargo.  I  have  before  remarked,  that  the 
essence  and  main  operation  of  the  Berlin  decree, 
declaring  the  Britiah  islands  in  a  state  of 'blockade, 
was  the  shutting  up  of  the  ports  of  the  European 
eontineiH  (thence  called  the  continental  system) 
against  all  British  ships,  and  against  all  the  raan- 
tiiactares  smd  productions  of  tSe  British  domin- 
ions, in  neutral  ships,  for  the  purpose  of  reducing 
and  destroying  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain, 
and  with  that  her  naval  power.  And  the  French 
Minister  tells  Qeneral  Armstrongi  that  the  princi- 
pal Powers  of  Europe,  faff  from  protesting agaiiist 


the  provisions  of  the  Berlin  decree  of  blockade, 
had  adopted  them ;'  and  that  they  had  perceived 
"  that  its  execution  must  be  complete,  to  render  it 
more  effectual."  And  what  was  wanting  to  rea- 
der it  complete  ?  Nothing  but  to  shut  up,  in  like 
manner,  all  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  be- 
tween which  and  the  British  dominions  commer- 
cial intercourse  was  of  vast  extent,  and  alike  ad- 
vantageous to  both  countries.  And  this  adoptioD 
and  completion  of  the  French  Emperor's  conti- 
nental system  was  effected  under  the  deceitful 
name  of  embargo. 

I  pray  gentlemen  to  remember,  that  this  em- 
bargo was  recommended  solely  and  absolutely  on 
the  great  and  increasing  dangers  to  our  seamen^ 
ships,  and  merchandise,  pretended  to  be  mani- 
fested in  the  four  papers  communicated  with  Mr» 
Jefferson's  Message.  Now,  I  will  show,  from  hie 
own  documents,  that  both  he  and  Mr.  Madison 
(then  Secretary  of  State)  knew,  and  soon  after 
acknowledged,  that  no  9Uch  dangers  existed. 

Mr.  Madison,  in  his  letter  of  March  25, 1806^ 
(only  three  months  su^equent  to  the  EmbargQ 
law,)  to  the  British  Minister  here,  Mr.  Er^kioeii 
referring  to  the  Berlin  decree,  represent  it  as  i^ 
mere  declaration  of  the  French  Eoiperor,  eiMter 
without  the  intention  or  without  the  means  to 
carry  it  into  effect  a^^ainst  the  United  States;  JO^ 
ther^or^  not  atuhorain^g  the  retaliatory  m^^fre 
of  the  British  Ordeia  in  CouncU* 

But  still  earlier,  on  the  8th  of  February,  180% 
only  sevwn  weeks  after  the  embargo  w«a  imposed. 
Mr.  Madison,  writtfiff  to  Qeaeral  AKmstfooff,  ami 
pronouncing  the  Bemn  decree,  as  construed  an4 
enforced  by  theEooperor,  to  be  as  well  a  violation 
of  our  treaty  with  France,  as  of  the  ineontettahle 
principles  of  public  law,  declares — "  The  conduct 
'of  the  Freaoh  Qoverameat,  in  giving  this  ex- 

*  tended  operation  to  its  decree,  and,  indeed,  in 

*  issuing  one  with  such  an  apparent  or  doubtful 
'  import  against  the  rights  of  the  sea.  is  the  more 
'  extraordinary,  inasmuch  as  the  inability  to  en- 

*  force  it  on  that  etemeut  exhibited  the  measuce 

*  in  the  light  of  an  empty  menace." 

And  i^ow,  sir,  who  can  think  with  patience  oa 
the  extensive  mischief  brought  on  the  people  of 
the  United  States  by  this  embargo,  when  the  Ber- 
lin decree,  in  which  the  alleged  increased  danger 
lay,  was  known,  and  so  soon  after  was  acknow- 
ledged, to  be  an  empty  menace,  though  solemnly 
declared  by  Mr.  Je^rson  ^^  to  show  great  and  in^ 
creasing  dangers  to  our  vessels,  seamen,  and  mer- 
chandise?" 

I  am  aware,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  it  may  be,  a» 
it  has  been  said,  that  the  British  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil were  a  princijpal  cause  of  the  embargo;  bat, 
sir,  well  known  facts  and  the  public  documenta 
demonstrate  the  assertion  to  be  unfounded.  The 
President,  as  I  have  said,  rested  his  recommenda- 
tion of  ^n  enibaiyo  solely  on  the  papers  he  com- 
municated; and^n  the  Senate,  (of  which  I  wa». 
then  a  member,)  while  the  Embargo  bill  was  be- 
fore it,  not  one  word  was  said  of  British  Ord^a 
in  Council.  Further,  Mr.  Madison  in  his  letter^ 
dated  December  23, 1,807,  (the  dav  aft^r  the  Eia 
bargo  law  was  passed,)  to  Mr.  PinkinQy,  (oiir  Mia« 
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istcr  is  Loodon,)  says :  "  I  arail  myself  of  the 
'  opportiuiity  to  enclose  yon  a  copy  of  a  Message 
'  froa  tke  President  to  Uongress,  and  their  act  m 
'  paraiiaQce  of  it,  iayin^r  an  immediate  embarso 

*  on  o«r  Tessds  and  exports.  The  policy  and  the 
^  causes  of  the  measure  are  explained  in  the  Mes- 
'  sage  itself."  It  is  trae,  that  about  two  months 
aftei  wards,  when  the  British  Orders  in  Council 
kmi  become  known,  Mr.  Madison  made  some 
diange  in  fais  lanffimge.  It  was  then  confeaient 
to  do  so.  In  his  &tter  of  February  19,  1808,  to 
Bir.  Pinkaey,  he  says:  **My  last,  which  was 
*'  ccsmntitted  to  the  British  packet,  enclosed  a  copy 

*  of  the  act  of  Embargo,  and  exi)lained  tiie< policy 
^  of  cheBieasnre ;"  artfully  omitting  ^*  causes,"  and 
adding^  "among  the  considerations  which  en- 
^  for^  it,  was  the  probability  of  such  decrees  as 
'  were  issued  by  the  British  Qorernment  on  the 
<  11th  of  November;  the  laagoaffe of  the  British 
'  gazettes,  with  other  indic9tions,liaTing  left  little 
'  doobc  tbai^  such  were  meditated."  But,  sir,  this 
was  an  afterthought,  eageily  kid  hold  on  by  the 
adroeates  of  tke  Administration  to  appease  the 
grawiikf  discontents  tji  the  people,  suffering  under 
a  totak  interdict  of  their  commerce,  without  any 
kaowa  eaase.  To  put  this  miserable  pretence  at 
ma^  I  will  recur,  in  confirmation  of  the  evidence 
I  kare  already  JK^^®<^»  ^^  ^^^  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations,  made  to  the  House 
of  Repfawatatives  on  the2Sd  of  Noyember,  1808, 
of  nrhieh  Bir.  Qtorge  W.  Campbell  (now  Secre- 
tary of  tke  Treasury)  was  the  chairman.  In  that 
report  tke  eommiuee,  endeaforing  to  repel  the' 
catrge  of  acquiescence  In  the  unlawful  iggres- 
mas  of  either  France  or  England,  saT :  *"  The 
^  Bfilaa  decree  of  December,  1807,  can  still  less  rest 

*  for  m  defence  on  the  supposed  acquiescence  of 
'  the  United  Sutes  in  the  British  orders  of  the 
'  pfecediag  nMnth,  since  those  orders,  which  have 
*•  aet  certainly  been  acquiesced  in,  were  not  eveii 
'  kaowa  in  America  at  the  date  of  the  decree." 
Now,  the  decree  of  Milan  was  issued  in  Italy  by 
tke  French  Bmperor,  on  the  17th  of  December, 
1007;  and  it  was  on  the  morning  of  the  nest  day, 
in  this  city,  that  Mr.  Jefferson  recommended  to 
Goagreas  the  laying  of  the  embargo.  It  was 
gnanided,  as  I  hare  shown,  solely  on  the  papers 
eommmnicated  with  this  Message ;  three  of  which, 
and  the  onlv  ones  which  presented  even  the 
sembjance  oi  danger,  had  recently  arrived  from 
Franee.  I  may  mention  another  fact  oorroborat- 
jDg  the  evidence  that  the  embargo  was  laid  in 
concert  with  the  French  Qovernment,  or  in  con- 
formity with  its  views.  Letters  were  rec^ved 
in  Aaaerica,  from  merchants  in  Holland,  stating 
that  Gkoeral  Armstrong  had  said  that  a  general 
eaabarao  would  take  place  in  the  United  States 
immemately  on  the  arrival  of  the  Revenge.  And 
the  §ut  was,  (as  I  have  before  stated,)  that  in 
foor  days  after  the  deepatches  by  the  Revenge 
had  reached  Washington,  the  embargo  was  rec- 
oaameadad.  Still  mrther,  we  know  that  the 
Ffeaeh  BUnperor  '^  applauded  the  embargo,"*  and 

^  JLetter  of  Augnrt  5, 1610,  firem  the  French  Kinis- 
(ss,  the  Didbe  of  Cadsre,  to  General  Armstrong. 


that  he  issued  his  Bayonae  decree  April  17, 1808, 
directing  all  American  vessels  which  should 
thereafter  come  into  any  of  the  ports  of  France 
to  be  seized;  because  no  vessel  of  the  United 
States  could  then  navigate  the  seas  without  vio- 
lating the  Embargo  law.  And  thus  while  he,  so 
well  pleased  with  the  embargo,  as  it  came  in  aid 
of^  and  rendered  complete,  his  continental  system, 
issued  a  decree  to  assist  in  carrying  it  into  per- 
fect execution,  our  Administration,*  directing 
Gkneral  Armstrong  to  ^^  remonstrate  against  the 
injustice  and  illegality  of  the  French  decree" 
(that  of  Berlin,  for  the  Milan  decree  had  not  then 
reached  America)  suggested,  that  the  embarao 
would  be  continued  until  the  Berlin  decree  shoud 
be  repealed !  This  faree  might  amuse,  but  for  the 
serious  and  extensive  mischiefs  which  flowed 
from  it. 

But  it  has  been  said  that,  prior  to  the  embargo, 
there  were  rumors  and  newspaper  reports  of  or- 
ders contemplated  by  the  British  Giovernment. 
like  those  issued  in  November^  1807.  And  dia 
ever  an  intelligent  legislator  think  of  taking  nh> 
mors  and  newspaper  reports  for  the  foundation  of 
a  law ;  especially  of  a  law  which  shut  up  the  porta 
and  interdicted  the  commerce  of  the  whole  na- 
tion— a  commerce  the  second  only  in  the  woHd 
for  iu  extent?  The  pretence  is  as  shameful  as  it 
is  ridiculous. 

One  more  remark:  The  embargo  htw  was  ua- 
limited  in  the  terms  of  its  duration,  and  deubtlesB 
was  intended,  bv  its  projector,  to  oe  commensa* 
rate  in  length  of  time  with  the  Frmich  Emperor^ 
continental  system  ^  that  is,  with  the  continuance 
of  the  European  war;  by  the  termination  of 
which,  had  the  people  suffered  the  embargo  to 
remain,  we  should  have  had  neither  seamei^ 
ships,  nor  merchandise.  And  this,  probably,  waa 
the  wished  for  consummation;  for,  in  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son's Notes  on  Virginia,  after  a  plausible  flouririi 
on  commerce,  and  alaavyfor  its  protection,  he 
says:   ''Perhaps,  to  remove  as  much  as  possible 

*  the  occasions  of  making  war,  it  might  be  better 
'  for  us  to  abandon  the  ocean  altogether,  that  be- 
'  ing  the  element  whereon  we  shall  be  principally 

*  exposed  to  jostle  with  other  nations;  to  leava 

*  to  others  to  bring  what  we  shall  want,  and  to 
'  carry  what  we  can  spare.  This  would  make  aa 
'  invulnerable  to  Europe,  by  offering  none  of  oar 
^  property  to  their  prize,  and  would  turn  all  oar 
^  citizens  to  the  cultivation  of  the  earth."  "  It 
'  might  be  time  enough  to  seek  employment  £ot 
^  them  at  sea  when  the  land  no  longer  offers  it." 

I  have  gone  back  to  the  embargo,  because^ 
though  it  was  not  the  first  attempt  to  interrupt  a 
friendly  and  useful  intercourse  with  Qreat  Brit* 
ain ;  yet  it  was  the  first  great  measure  levelled 
against  her,  and  against  our  own  commerce  and 
prosperity.  It  was  the  first  great  link  in  that 
chain  of  ruinous  measures  with  which  we  have 
been  bound  for  the  last  six  years,  and  the  fruitful 
source  of  all  the  evils  with  which  we  have  been 
afflicted;  it  produced  non-intercourse,  noo-im^ 


*  Mr.  Madison's  letter  to  General  Armstrong, 
FefanMiy  8, 1806. 
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portation,  and  war.  For  the  embargo  having 
oeen  imposed  (as  I  hare  demonstrated)  in  concert 
with,  or  in  subserviency  to  France,  coald  not  be 
abandoned  without  some  substitute.  And  this 
was  the  non -intercourse  law.  The  people  beiogr 
unwilling  to  submit  any  longer  to  the  continental 
aystem,  which,  having  for  fourteen  months  shut 
up  all  our  ports,  was  driving  them  to  beggary  and 
ruin.  The  ]>orts,  therefore,  were  opened,  and  our 
vessels  permitted  to  depart,  and  carry  with  them 
our  productions  and  merchandise  to  all  countries, 
except  those  of  France  and  Qreat  Britain,  and 
their  dependencies.  The  effect  of  this  absurd 
measure  (originating  partly  in  the  pride  of  the 
Administration,  who  bad  relied  so  much  on  the 
efficacy  of  their  restrictive  energies)  was  seriously 
injurious  to  ourselves,  by  compelling  our  mer- 
chants to  send  their  cargoes  to  other  countries 
than  those  where  they  were  chiefly  to  be  con- 
sumed. 

This  absurd  non-intercourse  law,  though  per- 
fectly acquiesced  in  by  Qreat  Britain,  was  used 
by  the  French  Emperor  (whom  in  construction 
and  practice  it  was  really  intended  to  favor)  as  a 
pretence  for  the  decree  of  Rambouillet,  under 
which  American  property,  to  the  amount  of  some 
millions  of  dollars,  was  seized  in  the  pons  of 
France  and  her  dependencies,  and  connscated ; 
while  all  American  property  in  English  ports  re- 
mained perfectly  secure :  for  the  non-intercourse 
law  itself  expired  at  the  end  of  the  succeeding 
session  of  Congress,  which  was  the  28th  of  June, 
1809;  after  which  American  vessels  resorted  free- 
ly to  English  ports,  some  to  French  ports,  and 
many  to  the  ports  of  the  dependencies  of  France, 
which  gave  the  opportunity  to  the  French  Em- 
peror to  make  the  extensive  seizures  I  have  men- 
.  lioned.  The  like  difference  of  conduct  was  ex- 
liibited  on  the  ocean.  By  British  armed  ships  our 
merchant  vessels  (not  destined  to  French  ports) 
were  convoyed  and  guarded;  while,  by  the 
French  cruisers,  they  were  biirnt,  or  captured, 
and  carried  in  and  condemned.(7) 

The  non-intercourse  law  beinff  about  to  expire, 
another  law  was  introduced  and  enacted,  giving 
power  to  the  President  to  revive  the  most  mate- 
rial sections  of  the  non-intercourse  law ;  one  be- 
ing that  of  non-importatioui  against  dther  of  the 
two  great  belligerents  who  should  not  revoke  his 
decrees  or  orders  when  revoked  by  the  other. 
And  this  power  was  exercised  against  England 
upon  the  pretended  repeal  of  the  French  decrees ; 
altbough,  as  soon  as  was  practicable  after  their 
actual  repeal,  the  British  Qovernment  revoked 
their  Orders  in  Council — those  orders  which  were 
made  a  chief  cause  for  declaring  war ;  and  the 
revocation  of  which,  had  the  knowledge  arrived 
in  time,  would,  as  the  honorable  Speaker  has  ad- 
mitted, have  prevented  the  declaration.  But  their 
revocation  was  expected  by  our  Administration ; 
mod  therefore  it  was,  unquestionably,  that  the 
declaration  of  war  was  hastened — was  precipi- 
tascd — lest  the  news  of  the  revocation  should  ar- 
rive and  prevent  it.  The  evidence  that  the  rev- 
ocation was  so  expected,  appears  in  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Russell  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  beating 


date  the  17th  of  September,  1812,  purporting  to 
recite  a  conversation  between  him  and  Lord  Uaa- 
tlereagh,  in  which  Mr.  Russell  says:  ''As  to  the 
'  supposed  ignorance  in  America  of  the  revoca- 
'  tion  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  at  the  time  my  in- 
'  structions  were  dated,  I  observed,  that  if  this 

*  ignorance  did  in  fact  exist,  yet,  from  certain  ez- 
'  pressions  in  those  instructions,  an  expectatioa 
'  of  such  a  measure  seems  to  have  been  confident- 
'  ly  entertained,  and  the  Orders  in  Council  ap- 
'  |>eared  no  longer  to  form  an  obstacle  to  a  recoii'- 

*  ciliation.^'  Now,  the  first  instructions  here  re- 
ferred to.  are  dated  only  eight  days  after  the  war 
was  declared  I  And  yet  neither  the  want  of 
troops,  nor  the  want  of  money  to  support  them, 
nor  any  other  considerations,  could  prevail  on  the 
Qovernment  to  postpone  the  declaration,  even  for 
a  very  short  period,  though  strenuously  urged^ 
particularly  by  Mr.  Bayard,  in  the  Senate. 

That  this  war  was  declared  (as  the  unlimited 
embargo  bad  been  enacted)  in  concert  and  co- 
operation with  France,  a  long  train  of  proceed- 
ings. gradualljT  preparing  the  public  mind  for  that 
result,  leave  little  room  to  doubt.  The  time,  too, 
which  was  chosen  for  the  declaration  confirms 
the  opinion  of  such  concert  and  co-operation;  lor 
it  coincided  with  the  movements  or  the  French 
army  for4he  invasion  of  Russia:  and  this  new 
war  would  naturally  divert  a  part  of  the  naval  aoid 
military  forces  of  Qreat  Britain  from  a  prosecution 
of  the  war  against  Bonaimrte  in  Europe,  to  the 
protection  of  her  own  territories  in  America.  But 
there  is  direct  evidence  tbat  the  Minister  of  the 
United  States  in  Paris  (Mr.  Barlow)  knew  that 
war  would  take  place  between  the  United  Sutes 
and  Qreat  Britam,  long  before  the  news  of  it 
could  have  travelled  from  America  to  France. 

Congress  declared  war  against  Qreat  Britnin 
on  the  18th  of  June,  1812.  In  that  Summer,  Cap- 
tain John  White,  of  Salem,  master  of  a  ship  tlien 
in  one  of  the  French  ports,  was  in  Paris,  and  there 
Mr.  Barlow  told  him  that  this  war  would  take 
place.  The  information  is  stated  in  a  letter  which 
I  hold  in  my  hand,  from  a  gentleman  of  repata- 
tion,  who  took  it  from  the  mouths  of  his  father 
and  his  father's  partner  in  trade,  (gentl^Den 
whom  I  have  known  these  forty  yeaiVL  and  who 
are  entitled  to  full  crediiL)  who  derived  their  in* 
formation  from  Henry  White,  a  brother  of  Cap- 
tain John  White.  Those  two  merchants  meeting 
Henry  White,  (they  think  a  little  after  the  war 
took  place,)  stopped  to  talk  with  him :  "Among 
'  other  questions  they  asked  him,  if  he  did  not  ex- 
^  pec t  his  brother  from  France  soon?    No,jajra 

*  Mr.  White,  and  immediately  of  his  own  accord, 

*  mentioned  his  reason ;  which  was,  that  thejf 

*  (tbe  owners  of  the  ship  commanded  by  John 

*  White,  of  whom  Henry  White  was  one)  had 
'  just  received  a  letter  from  his  brother  John,  in- 
'  forming  them  that  he  had  been  assured  by  Mr. 
'  Barlow,  that  there  Would  be  war  between  the 
^  United  States  and  England  immediately,  and 
^  this  would  probably  detain  him  (Captain  White) 

*  in  France,  till  he  could  proceed  with  more  sale- 

*  ty  than  at  that  season  or  the  year.  He  rcqtiett- 
'  ed  them  in  hit  letter  to  endeavor  to  get  him  ex- 
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'  ehumd  as  soon  ms  posnible,  ia  ease  he  should 
*beta&».» 
I  shall  BOW,  Mr.  ChairmaD,  eonsider  the  qaes- 

Tbe  geDtleman  from  Sooth  CaroliDa,  (Mr. 
Cauioim,)  with  his  usoal  coartesy  of  lanffiiage, 
Slid,  that,  **  to  the  shame  6f  gentlemen  in  theOp- 
^  positioo,  they  tried  to  diminish  the  number  of 
*'  mpreased  seamen ;  that  gentleman  most  nearly 
'  eooeeraed  in  the  protection  of  seamen  Were  op- 

*  posed  to  the  measnres  of  €h>Ternment  intended 
'  for  their  relief,  and  felt  less  sympathy  for  oar 

*  aemfmriBg  citizens  than  those  who  had  no  imme- 

*  4Mile  eoooexion  with  them."  These  are  very 
eztnordtoarv'  charges,  and  the  supposition  is  so 
vraafurai,  that  those  whose  fithers,  sons,  and 
brothers  are  exposed  to  impressments,  should  feel 
leas  sinrnpathy  tor  them  than  was  felt  by  gentle- 
men from  the  interior,  and  who  never  saw  a  sailor 
or  ship  till  they  came  to  this  city,  that  the  gen- 
tleoHiii  ooght  to  have  paused  before  he  brought 
this  aeeasation  against  us^-he  ought  to  have 
doubled  its  correctness.  We  do  feel  for  our  sea- 
fimng  brethren  as  we  ought,  but  have  no  purpose 
to  amswer  by  gross  exaggerations  of  the  numbers 
napictscd ;  we  wish  to  come  at  the  truth  of  facts. 
Tlwt  there  should  exist  such  superior  and  extreme 
aanafttlitj'  for  im  pressed  seamen,  among  those  who 
hmve  no  Momediate  connexion  with  them,  is,  in 
tbe  natme  of  things,  incredible;  we  are  author- 
ned  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  such  professions, 
mad  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Cilhoun]!  who  allows 
himself  to  call  the  members  on  this  side  of  the 
Hoeae  a  ^  factious  opposition,"  must  excuse  me 
if  I  say  tbat  I  do  not  believe  those  professions  to 
bosiacere. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Calboon)  said,  that  "if  the  facts  and  nature  of 
'  tbe  case  were  not  disguised,  there  would  be  but 
'  one  Bind  among  the  people."  Here  I  am  hap- 
vy  to  agree  with  the  gentleman.  The  subject 
nas  indeed  been  disguiMd,  but  not  by  us.  I  will 
atrip  it  of  its  disguise,  by  which  the  people  have 
bfOD  deeeived,  and  endeavor  to  present  it  in  the 
simple  garb  of  truth. 

Briti^  impressments  of  Atneriean  seamen  have 
conslitnted  a-subjeet  of  discussion  between  the 
two  Goremments  for  more  than  twenty  years — 
yet  no  pmctical  remedy,  satisfactory  to  both,  has 
yet  been  discovered.  This  proves  that  the  ques- 
tion involves  great  intrinsic  difficulties.  But 
tbcae  proceed  from  the  novelty  of  our  condition — 
a  pnrc  broken  off  from  a  nation  speaking  the 
flune  Jnoguage— the  division  and  separation  of 
cbiMren  of  &  same  family,  and  not  from  the 
geaeral  ontare  of  impressment,  when  Qne  nation 
takes  its  own  seamen  from  the  merchant  vesseb 
of  nentrals  speakinj^  different  languages.  The 
riglu  of  every  maritime  nation  thus  to  takeaway 
ita  owttsQbjects.  must  rest  on  the  principle  of 
nllc^Bce,  which  all  men  owe  to  the  country  in 
whieh  they  were  bom.  The  practice  of  the  two 
great  maritime  nations  of  Europe,  Bng[land  and 
rraooe,  I  will  now  exhibit  to  the  Committee  from 
the  painphlet  I  hold  in  rar  hand,  entitled  "  Per^ 
pctMl  War,  the  poliey  of  Mr.  Madison."    This 


pamphlet  was  written  by  a  gentleman  whom  I 
well  know;  a  gentleman  distinguished  for  his 
learning  and  abilities,  for  his  knowledge  of  the 
common  law  and  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  not 
less  distinffuisbed  for  his  integrity  and  patriotism. 
Sir,  I  thins  myself  honored  when  I  call  this  gen- 
tleman my  friend.  On  the  diligence  of  research 
and  accuracy  of  quotation  by  such  a  roan  we  may 
confidently  rely. 

On  the  practice  of  Great  Britain  he  says — 
*^  The  first  instruction  I  have  met  with,  was  one 
issued  bv  the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  England,  to  Sir  John  Pennington, 
dated  April  4, 1640:" 

"As  you  meet  with  any  men  of  war,  merchants,  or 
other  ships  or  vessels,  belonging  to  any  foreign  Prinee 
or  State,  either  at  sea  or  in  any  road  where  yon  or  any 
of  His  Majesty's  fleet  may  happen  to  oome,  yon  are  to 
send  to  see  whether  there  be  any  of  His  Miu^sty's  sabr 
jects  OB  board ;  and  if  any  seamen,  gunners,  pilots,  or 
mariners  (whether  English,  Scotch,  or  Irish)  be  found 
on  board,  you  are  to  cause  sneh  of  His  Majesty's  sub- 
jects to  be  taken  forth,  and  so  disposed  of  as  they  be 
forthcoming  to  answer  their  contempt  of  His  Majesty's 
proclamation  in  that  kind." 

The  writer  here  remarks,  tbat  ^  by  the  procla- 

*  mation  here  spoken  of,  is  intended  the  usual 
^  proclamation  issued  by  all  Sovereigns,  in  the 
^present  war—-b]f  France,  Denmark,  Spain,  and 
'  England — ordering  home  all  their  seamen  from 
'  the  service  of  foreign  States,  neutral  as  well  as 

*  belligerent."    He  continues — 

<<  The  above  cited  instruction  wss  repeatedly  carried 
into  eflect,  and  the  particular  cases  are  cited  by  writers 
on  tiiW  subject.  In  a  very  famous  case  in  the  year 
1687,  four  Scotchmen  and  a  boy  were  taken  out  of  a 
Dntch  ship  of  war ;  and  complaint  having  been  made 
by  the  Dntch  Government,  it  was  referred  to  the  Judge 
of  Admiralty,  Sir  Richard  Raines.  The  memorial  com- 
plained that  this  practice  might  be  inconvenient  to 
foreign  ships  in  stress  of  weather,  and  would  hinder 
merchant  ships  in  their  voyages,  &c.  To  which  Sir 
Richard  Raines  replied,  *As  if  His  Miyesty  must  be 
deprived  of  the  use  of  his  own  subjects  rorhis  own  ex- 
peditions, that  foreigners  might  use  them  for  theirs." 

The  pamphlet  goes  on — 

**  We  find  that  the  same  claims,  the  same  objections, 
and  the  same  rational  and  just  answers,  were  made  in 
the  reign  oi  James  H.,  as  at  the  present  day.  In  the 
reign,  however,  of  Charies  II.,  great  complaints  having 
been  made  of  the  search  of  fiMreign  ships  of  war,  the 
instructions  were  modified  so  as  only  to  include  mer- 
chant vessels ;  and  the  instructions  and  practice  have 
continued  the  same  from  that  period  to  the  present." 

It  appears  that  these  instructions  have  been  ex- 
ecuted, both  against  the  Dutch  and  French,  and 
have  been  issued  to  every  officer,  in  every  war^ 
for  nearly  two  hundred  years ;  and  the  writers 
who  speak  of  the  right  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 
call  it  an  ancient  and  acknowledged  right. 

7%e  practice  of  hnpreBsmerU  by  France. — The 
writer  of  the  pamphlet  says — 

•  The  authority  I  shall  cite  will  be  Mons.  Le  Bean, 
now  superintendent  in  Paris  of  the  details  of  the  laws 
relative  to  the  marine  and  the  colonies.  I  have,  how- 
ever, m  every  case,  taken,  not  the  tnforenoes*of  Mr. 
Le  Bean,  but  the  laws  and  eidiaanees  thsmsslvss.' 
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*<  By  the  Utwf  of  France,  eT«r  finoe  the  nign  of 
Louis  XlV.y  all  Fianch  feaaian  are  claaaed ;  and  tbere 
are  FBgQlar  officers  appointed  to  enrol  and  license  them. 
Withont  sacfa  an  enrolment  no  man  can  exercise  even 
the  boat  or  fishing  navigation." 

*<  Bj  an  edict  of  February,  1660,  all  masters  of  ves- 
sels, being  French  snbjects,  are  forbidden,  whether 
they  are  domiciliated  in  France  or  not,  that  is,  whether 
they  have  acquired  another  domicil  or  home  in  a  for- 
eign country  or  noty^io  take  commissions  from,  or  use 
any  other  flag  than  that  of  France,  under  the  penalty 
of  being  treated  as  pirates." 

"  By  an  edict  of  August,  1676,  the  pain  of  death, 
which  had  been  before  inflicted  on  all  the  subjects  of 
France  found  in  the  service  of  foreign  States  or  Prin- 
ces, was  changed  for  that  of  service  in  the  galleys  for 
lifo." 

^By  an  edict  of  October,  1784,  it  is  provided,  that 
any  elassad  seamen  who  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be 
fomnd  serving  m  any  foreign  ships,  shall  be  sentenoed 
to  fifteen  days  confinement,  and  reduced  to  the  lowest 
wages,  and  shall  serve  two  years  extraordinary  at  the 
lowest  rate ;  but  those  who  in  time  of  war  shall  be  ar- 
rested in  for«gn  ships,  or  passing  into  foreign  coun- 
tries, shall  be  sentenced  to  three  years  service  in  the 
gaUeys." 

The  writer  of  the  pamphlet,  after  showing  that 
France,  like  England,  mainuins,  in  respect  to 
her  native  subjects,  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  al- 
legiance, conclades  with  stating  one  oat  of  maQy 
cases  in  which  France  has  carried  these  princi- 
ples into  effect  on  the  seas: 

<'  In  the  year  1806  Admiral  Willaumez,  in  a  French 
ship  called  the  Foudroyant,  met  with  an  American 
brig,  and  forcibly  took  out  four  French  seamen,  who 
had  entered  in  this  country.  Not  content  with  im- 
pressing them,  he  wrote  as  follows  to  General  Tnr- 
rean.  Ambassador  of  France : 

'<  My  Lord— I  have  just  apprehended  four  seamen, 
desMters  from  the  Valeureuse  frigate,  whom  I  found 
on  board  an  American  brig,  where  they  had  engaged 
at  seventeen  dollars  a  month.  Now,  sir,  if  you  can 
succeed  in  nuking  the  American  (jqvemment  pay 
down  a  compensation  for  thus  seducing  our  seamen, 
you  will  punish  it  in  a  manner  it  feels  most,  its  avarice, 
as  those  people  have  been  for  three  years  seducing  our 
best  men  from  us." 

HiivtBg,Mr.OhainiMD,  exhibited  the  evidenoes 
of  the  long  estaUisfaed  praetice  of  impressment 
by  the  two  great  nations  with  whom  our  rek-^ 
tions  are  the  most  iaierestiDff,attd  meationed  the 
general  principle  on  which  that  practice  is  found- 
ed, I  will  consider  its  application  to  the  United 
States  in  relation  to  Qreat  Britain. 

That  the  right  of  anv  Sorereign  in  Europe,  to 
uke  his  natural  born  subjects  found  on  board  neu- 
tral merchant  vessels,  should  not  there  hare  been 
Jiuestion^,  is  to  be  accounted  for  from  the  simple 
act,  that  the  doctrine  of  allegiaact,  on  which  the 
right  of  such  taking  or  impretsinff  is  founded,  is 
not  itsc  If  called  in  question.  And  the  exercise  of 
the  right  was  not  attended  with  any  difficulty; 
because,  the  nations  of  £uro[>e  speaking  different 
languages,  it  was  easy  to  distinguish  the  subjects 
of  «ach,  and  thus  to  aroid  the  mistakes  and  hard- 
ships of  which  we  complain.  The  principle  of 
aliegiuioa^  and  the  leig  mage  ei  the  Bufoptao 


nations,  have  coastituied  the  law  on  this  tul^eac; 
and  by  maintaining  our  connexion  with  thatciTll- 
ized  portion  of  the  world,  and  in  forming  a  part 
of  that  society  of  nations,  we  must  consent  to  ba 
goTcrned  by  its  public  law.  The  dlTisiou  and 
separation  of  one  people,  and  so  forming  two  na^ 
tions  speaking  the  same  language,  can  make  no 
change  in  the  nature  of  things ;  and  it  as  little 
comports  with  decency  as  with  reason,  that  he* 
cause  we  at  present  suffer  some  inconvenieoae 
front  it,  we  should  demand  that  this  geneml  laiir 
of  natioB9  should  be  abolished.  As  the  British 
right  of  impressing  their  native  subjects  froai 
neutral  merchant  vessels  is  incontrovertible. so  is 
ours ;  and  that  Gk)vernment  has  publicly  declaredi 
that  we  have  the  same  right  to  take  our  native 
seamen  from  her  merchant  vessels  that  she  rlaima 
and  exercises  in  taking  hers  from  our  merchaat 
vessels. 

What  then  is  to  be  done?  A  new  case  has  oo» 
curred — an  evil  has  arisen  out  of  it — and  a  remedfr 
is  wanting ;  but,  afier  more  than  twenty  years  of 
claims,  discussions,  and  negotiations,  a  temeAy 
has  not  yet  been  found;  and  because  it  u  n«t 
found,  our  Qovernment  naakes  war  on  Great  Brit- 
ain to  compel  her  to  abandon  an  inoontrovartihle 
right,  or  to  discontinue  its  exercise  in  a  manaer 
equivalent  to  such  abandonment  I  Tbere  can  bo 
no  remedy  but  that  which  shall  result  from  nego* 
tiations  fairly  conductedi  and  with  a  sincere  do- 
sire  to  provide  a  new  rule  adapted  to  this  oeir 
case;  and  until  that  be> discovered,  Gkteat  Britain 
will  neither  abandon  the  r^ht  nor  suspend  tho 
practice. 

We  may  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope,  with 
clearer  views,  examine  the  conduct  of  our  Gk>v* 
ernment  on  this  difficult  sufaiject. 

Mr.  Madison  has  maintained  the  position,  that 
although  the  law  of  nations  allows  a  belligeseiit 
to  enter  and  search  neutral  vessels  for  the  persons 
and  property  of  enemies,  yet  that  it  dees  not  per** 
mit  him  to  enter  and  search  the  saoM  veaseb  for 
his  own  subjects  and  his  own  property. 

I  have  already  attempted,  and  I  hope  sucoeso  ■ 
folly,  to  show  why  no  positive  rule  in  this  eooe 
has  been  found  in  writers  on  the  law  of  nations  ; 
because  the  right  being  unquestioned,  no  posiiivo 
explicit  rule  was  necessary.  In  a  case  so  cieor» 
"  reason,  whose  authority  is  of  so  much  weight » 
the  law  of  nations,"  was  a  sufficient  guide. 

But,  after  admitting  the  right  of  a  bellifereat 
to  enter  and  search  neutral  vessels  on  the  hig^ 
seas,  and  to  take  away  the  persons  and  pro|p«ity' 
of  his  enemies,  would  it  not  seem  straiige  if  km 
had  no  right  to  enter  and  search  and  uke  avoy 
what  without  question,  was  his  own  1  Why  io 
he  allowed  to  take  his  enemies  and  their  prop* 
erty  t  Because  he  has  a  right,  and  it  is  his  doty, 
to  lessen  their  power  and  means  of  cootinuaaf 
the  war.  But  of  how  much  more  value  is  a  aoh* 
ject  who  will  actively  contribute  to  carry  on  tho 
war,  than  the  person  of  an  enemy  who  must  bo 
supported  at  great  expanse,  and  require,  asguai4^ 
the  subsets  who  would  otherwise  be  employon 
in  the  neld  or  on  shipboard  in  reducing  the  • 
my's  power?    The  ocean  ie  nature^s  vast 
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mon,  where  all  natioas  hare  the  right  to  enter ; 
where  all  have  equal  jurisdictioa ;  and  where 
each  has  the  right  to  search  for  and  take  his  own, 
whether  persons  or  property.  This,  to  unadul- 
terated leasoD,  seems  so  plain,  that  to  deny  it 
must  shock  the  common  sense  of  mankind. 

It  is  also  said,  that  a  belligerent  who  enters  on 
board  a  neutral  merchant  vessel  to  search  for  and 
take  his  own  subjects  and  their  property,  violates 
t&« aeveveiKnty  of  the  neutral  nation;  and  that 
ta  subnut  u>  it,  would  be  to  surrender  its  inde- 
pmdeace.  If  there  can  be  any  violation  of  sov- 
ereagntT  and  independence  in  this  case,  it  must 
be  by  the  eatry  and  search,  and  not  by  doing  that 
for  which  alone  the  entry  and  search  take  place. 
Bat  as  the  entry  and  search  in  one  case  is  not  im- 
agined to  violate  the  sovereignty  and  independ- 
ence of  Uie  neutral,  neither  can  it  in  the  other. 

With  regard  to  the  number  of  native  American 
seuneD  on  board  British  armed  ships,  since  the 
war,  I  think  it  probable  that  as  many  native  Brit- 
ish seamen  have  served  on  board  our  own.  I 
have  received  information  entitled  to  credit,  that 
ahoiKt  half  the  erew  of  the  Conatituiioou  when 
she  took  ihe  British  frigaie  Java,  were  of  foreign 
engin,  Britidi,  Danes,  Swedes.  4bc.,  and  that  half, 
m  lasher  more  than  half  of  tne  foreigners  were 
Snglish,  Scotch,  and  Irish.  Although  British 
seaman,  in  order  to  get  protections  and  employ- 
ment In  American  vessels,  do  not  hesitate  to  de- 
clare ftbemselres  to  be  Americans,  yet  the  natural 
fVankness  of  a  sailor,  and  many  circumstances 
£IEenh  to  be  long  concealed,  discover,  in  the 
coarse  of  a  vo]^age,  to  what  country  he  Delonjgfs. 
There  is  nothing  very  extraordinarv  in  British 
seamen  serving  in  our  ships.  I  well  remember 
in  onr  Revolutionary  war,  having  understood 
that  many  British  seamen  entered  on  board  our 
private  armed  vessels,  and  that  an  experienced 
British  sailor  for  the  important  station  of  boat- 
swain was  then  deemed  a  great  acquisition. 

Ml.  Madison,  in  his  letter  of  Japuary  5, 1804, 
to  Mr.  Bionroe,  (then  our  Minister  in  London,) 
sgppnecs,  very  preposterously,  that  of  the  seamen 
impressed  from  American  vessels,  very  few  were 
British  sabjects ;  because  of  the  applications  made 
to  the  Ministers  and  agenu  of  the  United  States, 
in  London,  to  obtain  tl^ir  releaseMuily  about  one- 
twentieth  were  detained  as  real  British  subjects. 
Bat  in  cases  that  were  clear,  as  the  greatest  part 
moat  have  been,  as  to  real  British  subjects  im- 
presacd,  no  such  applications  would  be  made. 
British  naval  officers,  well  acquainted  as  they 
must  be  with  the  manner  of  speaking  peculiar  to 
tha  Seoteh  and  Irish,  and  to  Englishmen  in  many 
pnm  of  Enshmd,  where  their  speech  has  pe- 
eoyaiities  almost  as  distinct  as  those  of  the 
Snoleh  and  Irish,  would  seldom  fail  to  distin- 
g«ish  til  these  from  native  Americans.  The 
^twentieth  part,''  therefore,  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Mmimom  detnined  as  British  subjects,  (being,  by 
hin  atntement,  102  out  of  2^059  who  had  been  im- 
laed  from  1793^  when  the  war  between  Eng- 
\  nod  Prance  commenced,  to  September,  1801,) 
have  consisted  of  those  few  who  had  the 
t  to  declare  themaelvea  tp  be  AmericaDs, 


and  hoped  to  escape  detection.  Of  that  whole 
number,  he  says  1,142  had  been  discharged,  or  or- 
dered to  be  80,  as  not  beins  British  subjects.  Dis- 
charges of  some  others  had  been  previously  ob- 
tained on  the  applications  of  our  Ministers,  Mr. 
Pinknev  and  Mr.  Ein^. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  present  to  the  Com- 
mittee a  train  of  facts  which  yiust  convince  every 
candid  mind,  that  the  accounts  of  the  numbers  of 
impressed  native  American  seamen  have  been 
vastly  exaggerated  ;«and  that  instead  of  six  thou- 
sand and  upwards,  according  to  the  official  state- 
ments, probably  not  as  many  hundreds  were  then 
held  under  impressments. 

Mr.  Chairman,  before  I  exhibit  the  evidence  in 
my  possession,  it  is  proper  for  me  to  inform  the 
Committee,  that  an  attempt  was  made  in  Massa- 
ohuaetta  to  ascertain,  by  official  investigations, 
the  number  of  seamen  belonging  to  that  Stato 
who  had  been  or  were  then  impressed  by  Qreat 
Britain,  France,  or  any  foreign  Power,  by  requir- 
ing the  selectmen  and  assessors  of  the  several 
towns,  districts,  and  plantations,  to  examine  and 
make  returns  thereof,  to  be  laid  oefbre  the  Legis- 
lature. For  this  purpose  a  resolve  was  passed  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  but  was  rejected 
by  tbe  Senate  of  that  State.  The  members  of 
the  latteir  body  had  been  elected  in  the  Gtrry» 
mander  dbtricts  into  which  the  State  had  been 
formed,  unconstitutionally,  ana  in  open  outrage 
of  all  the  regular  institutions  and  arrangemeMs 
of  the  State  from  its  foundation,  and  of  that  or* 
der  and  decorum  which  had  distinguished  die 
ooi^try  from  the  early  settlement  of  the  province. 
Every  gentleman,  it  is  presumed,  n^w  nnden* 
stands  the  meaning  of  the  word  Qerrynumdtr^ 
£rst  applied  in  Massachoaetts  to  a  district  mom^ 
strouny  distorted,  for  the  purpose  of  carrynig 
eleotions  suited  to  the  views  of  tbe  then  tempo- 
rarily dominant  party.  Mr.  Qerry  (now  the  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States)  being  then  the 
Grovernor,  and  approving  of  the  act,  the  n¥m^^ 
waa  called  after  him,  the  O^rrytnander.  Other 
districts  were  similarly  distorted,  and  the  ex- 
pected effect  ensued.  Of  forty  Senators  to  be 
chosen  in  a  State  decidedly  Federal,  twenty-nine 
were  Democrats.  It  was  this  Democratic  ma- 
jority^  in  their  political  year  18I2-'13,  which 
negatived  the  resolve  I  have  mentioned,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  discovery  of  the  truth  relative  to 
impressments — the  purposes  of  the  party  being 
better  promoted  by  shutting  the  light  from  the 
eyes  of  the  people,  and  talking  of  thousands  of 
impressed  seamen,  when  the  probability  was  that 
the  number  was  comparativelv  small. 

Although  disappointed  in  their  fair  attempt  to 
ascertain,  by  official  returns,  the  precise  number 
of  seamen  in  the  whole  State  who  had  been  im- 
pressed, whether  natives  or  foreigners,  and  of  the 
latter,  to  what  nations  they  belonged ;  the  meas- 
ure adopted  by  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  enabled  them  to  exhibit  a  bodf 
of  facts  from  which  a  tolerably  oorrect  opinion 
might  be  formed  of  the  whole  number  of  ina- 
preased  seamen,  not  of  the  seaports  only,  but  of 
all  the  towns  (which  there  mean  townahii>a)  and 
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faces  in  the  State.  Their  report  to  the  House 
hold  io  my  hand.  Annexed  to  it  are  fifty  depo- 
sitions relative  to  impressmeots,  by  merchants, 
masters  of  vessels,  and  others,  without  distinction 
of  political  parties.  It  would  be  improper  to  re- 
peat here  such  a  mass  of  evidence;  but  if  any 
gentleman  desire  to  examine  it,  the  pamphlet  is 
at  his  service.    I  can  read  only  some  parts  of  it. 

Mr.  William  Gray,  formerlv  of  Salem,  now  of 
Boston,  so  well  known  for  his  wealth  and  the 
great  extent  of  his  shipping  and  commerce,  de- 
poses and  says — 

'  "  I  have  been  engaged  in  commerce  and  navigation 
Ibr^  or  fifty  years,  and  have  for  the  last  fifteen  or 
twenty  years  employed  about  three  hundred  seamen 
annaaUy  upon  an  average. 

« I  recollect  the  following  cases  ef  Impressments  and 
detentions  of  seamen.  In  the  year  181 1»  while  one  of 
mv  vessels,  the  Rachel,  was  at  Leith,  in  Scotland,  two 
#finy  men,  vis :  Samuel  Tuck,  and  I  think  Israel  Foster, 
were  impressed  firom  the  vessel ;  one  oCthem  I  under- 
stood escaped  from  the  man-oAwar,  and  reached  my 
vessel  before  she  left  Leith ;  the  oUier  I  understood 
efiected  his  escape  with  the  aid  of  a  watermatf  at  Liv- 
erpool. I  cannot  recollect  any  other  cases  of  impress- 
ments by  the  British  from  my  vessels ;  but,  from  the 
multiplicity  of  my  business,  it  is  almost  impossible  for 
me  to  remember  the  individual  cases ;  I  have  no  doubt 
the  aforesaid  Tuck  had  a  protection. 

'*  I  recollect  no  cases  of  impressments  and  detentions 
by  the  French,  except  the  three  Swedes  taken  soon 
siter  the  affiur  ef  the  Ghesapc«ke^  and  which  are 
stated  in  my  letter  to  Colonel  Pickering,  in  the  year 
1808. 

**  I  have  had  whole  crews  taken  in  my  vessels  when 
they  have  been  captured  both  by  the  English  and 
French ;  but  I  do  not  mean  to  sa^  that  the  men  in 
those  cases  were  impressed  or  detamed  by  those  na- 


[^he  whole  deposition  was  read  together  with 
several  others,  but  they  would  occupy  too  much 
room  to  be  printed  here.  Mr.  Qray  mentions 
four  other  cases,  within  his  knowledge,  of  im- 
pressments of  men  belonging  to  Salem.  One  was 
released  on  his  application  ;  he  did  know  what 
became  of  the  other  three.  Four  fishermen  were 
impressed  ofif  Halifax ;  they  belonged  to  Salem, 
were  sent  for,  and  immediately  released.  He  men- 
tions a  letter  from  the  supercargo  of  a  ship  be- 
longing to  Philadelphia,  on  which  he  was  an  un- 
derwriter, statinff  that  her  whole  crew  had  been 
impressed  $  but  Mr.  Gkay  adds,  that  the  captain 
in  his  protest  made  no  mention  of  the  impress- 
ment of  the  crew.  He  thinks  he  recollects  three 
or  four  more  cases  of  men  impressed,  generally 
from  Salem.  The  other  cases  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Gray,  are  omitted  as  not  material  here,  and  be- 
cause these  with  all  others  in  the  depositions  are 
comprehended  in  the  summary  reported  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  Massachusetts.] 

It  will  be  proper,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  inform 
the  Committee  of  the  occasion  on  which  Mr. 
Gray  wrote  me  the  letter  mentioned  in  his  depo- 
sition. Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  Message  of  Decem- 
ber 18,  1807,  having  pretended  that  one  reason 
for  recommending  an  embargo  was  to  save  our 
seamea  from  impressmenu,  I  wrote  to  my  friend, 


Mr.  Goodhue,  (formerly  a  Senator  in  Congresa 
from  Massachusetts,)  for  information  concerning 
impressments.  He  put  the  letter  into  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Gray,  who,  on  the  8th  of  January,  (seven- 
teen days  only  after  the  embargo  law  had  passed,) 
sent  me  the  following  answer,  which  is  subjoined 
to  his  deposition: 

^<<  Salbm,  January  8, 1808. 

"  Sib  :  Our  mutual  friend,  Mr.  Goodhue,  hss  shown 
me  a  letter,  in  which  I  think  you  ask  what  is  the  ex-» 
tent  of  the  complaint  against  the  British  for  impreas 
ments  of  our  seamen.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  give 
you  my  opinion,^  that  since  the  Chesapeake  afiair  we 
have  had  no  cause  of  complaint.  J  cannot  find  oee 
single  instance  where  they  have  taken  one  man  out  of 
a  merchant  vessel.  I  have  had  more  than  twenty  ves- 
sels arriTs  in  the  time,  without  one  instance  of  a  mania 
being  taken  by  them,  except  three  Swedes  that  were 
taken  out  by  a  French  frigate.  I  have  made  inquiiy 
of  the  commanders  of  all  the  vessels  that  have  arrivca 
in  this  vicinity,  and  cannot  find  any  comjplaints  against 
the  British,  cruisers.  I  think  the  BnUsh  engaging 
that  our  national  ships  shall  not  be  searched,  ooght  U> 
satisfy  us  on  that  head.  I  presume  the  only  cause  ef 
the  embargo  was  the  threat  of  Bonaparte,  that  he 
would  put  his  decree  of  November  31st  m  foroe.  Tlila 
I  think  was  not  sufficient  to  justiiy  so  strong  a  mea^ 
ure.  May  we  expect  the  embargo  will  be  off  soon— or 
must  we  wait  to  hear  from  France  1  When  you  hava 
a  moment's  leisure,  will  you  write  what  is  the  pros- 
pect of  the  times  as  particular  as  you  can  consistently  1 
You  know  my  whole  estate  is  in  navigation  and  lor- 
eign  commerce;  and  it  is  a  very  eventful  moment 
with  such  property.  I  cannot  think  it  possible  that  we 
shall  be  mad  enough  to  go  to  war  with  either  of  tlM 
two  great  nations. 

"  f  am,  respectfUly,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
"WILLIAM  GRAY. 

"  Hon.  Timothy  I'lCKsaiao, 

United  States  Senator,  Washington:* 

Mr.  Gray,  as  is  now  generally  known,  has  since 
gone  over  to  the  ranks  of  Democracy — has  loaned 
money  to  the  Government  to  carry  on  this  '^mad** 
war  lor  sailors'  rights,  which  he  knew  were  in 
so  small  a  degree  affected ;  and  after  saving,  that 
if  the  British  would  engage  not  to  searcn  our  na- 
tional shipa  (as  they  had  done  in  the  case  of  the 
Chesapeake)  we  oueht  to  be  satisfied ! 

Colonel  Israel  Tborndike,  of  Boston,  deposed 
that  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years  (excepting 
the  time  of  the  embargo)  he  had  usually  em- 
ployed more  than  two  hundred  seamen  annoatljr 
on  an  average;  and  that  he  had  not  more  thaa 
six  or  seven  men,  to  his  reoollection,  impresaed 
during  that  period.  He  enumerates  them:  aix 
were  foreigners,  and  one  an  African,  who,  in  m 
state  of  intoxication,  at  Liverpool,  entered  into 
the  British  service.  He  mentioned  one  more 
who  had  been  impressed  twenty  years  ago  in 
some  port  in  England.  One  of  the  officers  of  Col. 
Thomdike's  vessel  requested  him  to  declare  him- 
self an  American  ;  but  he  said  he  would  not  deny 
his  country,  and  surrendered  himself.  In  a  few 
years  afterwards  he  returned  to  his  family  in 
Massachusetts. 

Commodore  Bainbridge  stated,  that,  during  all 
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the  time  be  wms  in  the  merchaRts'  service,  he  had 
bat  one  man  impressed. 

Captain  Hall,  of  the  Nmrj,  deposed,  that,  dar- 
iag  the  fire  or  six  years  he  was  id  the  merchants' 
serrice,  he  never  bad  any  of  his  men  impressed 
from  bis  ships,  either  by  the  British  or  French. 

Captain  William  Story,  of  Marblehead,  de- 
posed, that  he  bad  been  master  of  a  vessel  for  ten 
rears,  from  1797  to  1807.  He  does  not  say  that 
ae  ever  had  a  man  impressed.  But  in  1794,  be- 
ing in  the  East  Indies,  at  a  British  port,  mate  of 
a  ship,  he  says  ten  men  were  taken  from  her ;  of 
whom  foor  had  Consular  protections,  and  he  was 
satisfied  they  were  Americans.  '*  The  other  six 
1  expeeC  were  Englishmen,"  are  his  own  words. 
He  had  heard  of  ten  native  seamen  impressed, 
and  from  whom  letters. had  been  received  by  their 
friends ;  and  he  mentions  the  names  of  six  more 
natives  whom  their  friends  suppose  to  have  been 
inprcsssed.  Captain  Story  (a  warm  partisah  of 
the  war  for  sailors'  rifflits)  adds  one  more  to  his' 
Msf— a  native  who  had  been  taken  by  the  British 
oa  board  one  of  oar  privateers !  It  was  said  he 
was  a  Portuguese ;  but  Captain  Story  says,  ^'doc- 
aments  were  sent  down  for  his  release,  and  he  has 
retamed  home." 

It  will  be  proper  to  examine  the  facts  in  the 
eases  mentioned  by  Captain  Story.  Of  the  ten 
eases  be  had  heard  of,  it  appears' by  the  deposi- 
tions of  Messrs*  Nathaniel  Hooper  and  B.  T. 
Reedf  merchants  of  Marblehead,  that  three  were 
mkto  on  board  of  French  vessels,  two  of  them 
pnvaleers,  and  had  their  choice  to  be  prisoners  of 
war,  or  to  enter  on  board  the  British  ships ;  they 
ehott  to  enter.  Two  found  on  board  British  ships, 
and  sapposed  to  have  been  impressed.  One  had 
Ibr  niseondaet  been  left  on  shore  in  Europe  by 
hia  American  master,  and  had  since  witten  that 
he  was  tnder  impressment.  Three  had  been  re- 
leased)  and  had  returned  home.  One  had  returned 
home,  as  Captain  Story  states. 

One  of  the  six  in  Capuin  Story's  deposition, 
sopposed  to  have  been  impressed,  had  also  been 
released.  It  is  probable  that  the  remaining  live 
oi  these  snppoMd  impressments  might  be  satis- 
£Mtorily  accounted  for  coold  the  investigation  be 


Captain  Andrew  Harradea,  of  Salem,  deposed, 
that  he  had  been  master  of  a  vessel  about  twenty 
years,  and  never  had  a  man  impressed  by  the 
British.  One  wm  impressed  by  the  French ;  but 
he  was  returned  next  morning. 

Captain  Josiah  Orne,  of  Salem,  deposed,  that  he 
had  been  master  of  a  vessel  about  twenty  years, 
aad  never  had  any  man  impressed  by  the  Britnh, 
except  ID-  one  instance,  by  a  .frigate  from  which 
one  of  the  men  impressed  had  deserted  but  three 
months  before ;  the  other  was  ''  a  green  Irishman 
who  had  a  broad  brogue."  Both,  however,  had 
protections  as  American  citizens,  which  they  had 
procured  at  New  York. 

Captain  Moses  Towosend,  of  Salei;n,  (also  of 
the  war  party,)  deposed,  that  he  had  been  engaged 
in  commerce  about  thirty  years,  and  was  master 
of  a  ship  about  twenty  years.  He  never  had  any 
men  impressed,  except  once  when  at  Bristol,  in 


England.  They  were  taken  in  the  evening,  and 
upon  his  application  released  the  next  day. .  He 
knew  one  native  impressed,  who  remained  in  the 
British  service  till  his  death ;  and  one  other  who 
said  be  had  been  under  impressment  some  years, 
but  had  been  released.  He  tlien  mentions  seven 
others  who,  he  understood  from  common  report, 
had  been  impressed ;  but  all  of  whom  (one  ex- 
cepted) had,  lie  believed,  been  released,  and  re- 
turned home. 

This  cursory  view  of  impressments,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, as  exhibited  in  the  few  depositions  I  have 
noticed,  (and  the  rest  are  like  them.)  must  satisfy 
every  mind,  open  to  conviction^  that  the  actual 
impressments  of  our  native  citizens  must  have 
been  very  few ;  and  of  these,  that  nearly  all  had 
been  released.  The  summary,  therefore,  reported 
to  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives 
last  year,  by  their  committee,  presents  just  such 
a  result  of  the  evidence  afforded  by  the  deposi- 
tions as  might  have  been  expected.  The  report 
states,  that  it  appeared  from  the  deposition  of  the 
merchants  who  were  examined,  and  who  had 
been  engaged  in  commerce  and  navigation  for 
ten,  fifteen,  and  twenty  years  past,  that  the  whole 
number  of  seamen  they  had  employed,  upon  an 
average  of  the  last  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  (de- 
ducting the  period  of  the  embarifo,)  amounted  to 
about  1,560  annually  $  that  of  this  number,  for 
that  whole  period,  the  committee  had  found  the 
following  cases  of  British  impressments,  to  wit : 
American  seamen  -  -  -  -  12 
Foreign  seamen    -----    23 

Total 3& 

Of  which  number  there  had  been  discharged — 
Foreigners    .-----      6 

Americans    ------      9 

Escaped 2 

Total 17 

Leaving,  of  the  twelve  Americans  impressed 
as  above,  but  one  who  has  not  returned. 

The  whole  number  of  men  impressedr  (except- 
ing the  few  found  on  board  the  captured  ships-of- 
war,  of  which  an  account  is  given  amon^  the 
depositions,)  of  which  evidence  had  been  given 
to  the  committee,  including  not  only  cases  within 
the  personal  knowledge  of  the  witnessess,  but  also 
cases  they  had  heard  of  from  the  friends  of  the 
impressed  seamen,  in  such  manner  as  entitled  them 
to  credit^  amounted,  with  the  foregoing,  to    147 

Add  cases  of  supposed  impressments    •      10 


Total 


-    167 


By  the  British  - 
By  the  French  - 
By  the  Portuguese 

Total 
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Of  the  whole  Damber  there  were— 
Americans  -        .        -        . 

French  LoaieiaDBn      -       ^       . 
Foreigners  -        -        -        - 

Unknown    -       -       -       -       - 


Tolal 

Of  the  Americans  there  were — 
Discharged  on  application,  - 
Escaped      -        -        -        - 
Entered       -        ,       .       - 

Died 

Detained      .        -        -        - 
Supposed  to  be  detained 
No  account  giren 

Total 


107 

1 

47 

2 

157 


51 
9 
4 
3 
8 
20 
12 

107 


Mr.  Chairman,  as  much  complaint  has  for- 
merly been  made  that  some  British  navy  officers 
paid  but  little  or  na  regard  to  sailors'  protections^ 
and  consular  certificates  of  citizenship,  a  few 
facts  will  show  to  how  little  respect  a  great  por- 
tion of  them  were  entitled.  Mr.  Josiah  Waters, 
who  had  been  fourteen  years  a  clerk  in  the  cus- 
tom-house at  Boston,  while  General  Lincoln 
was  the  collector,  (and  in  whose  time  it  appears 
that  ^reat  care  was  taken  to  detect  and  reject 
forgeries  and  false  witnesses  relative  to  seamen,) 
deposed,  "  that  in  many  cases  the  seamen  used  to 
'  bring  as  witnesses  to  prove  their  citizenship, 
*  the  masters  of  boarding  houses ;  and  in  some 
'  instances,  the  same  masters  of  boarding  houses 
'  were  brought  so  often  as  to  excite  suspicions  of 
'  their  veracity,  and  their  oaths  were  not  after- 
'  wards  admitted."  Mr.  Waters  adds :  "  I  have 
destroyed  hundreds  of  false  protections." 

Mr.  William  Parsons,  merchant,  of  Boston, 
deposed,  that  in  the  year  1806,  his  ship  Meridian 
received  her  crew  at  Norfolk,  in  Virginia,  whence 
she  sailed  to  Rotterdam;  in  coming  out  of  which 
port,  one  man  was  impressed  by  a  British  sloop 
of  war,  as  a  British  seaman.  The  British  officer 
said,  that  if  the  man  himself  would  say  that  he 
was  an  American,  he  would  give  him  up ;  but 
the  man  would  not  do  it,  though  he  said  oe  had 
a  wife  in  America.  When  Mr.  Parsons  paid  off 
this  crew  thej  informed  him  that  they  had  bought 
their  protections  at  Norfolk  for  two  dollars  a 
piece.  And  there  was  but  one  of  the  crew  (a 
Connecticut  man)  whose  real  name  was  the 
same  as  that  in  his  protection.  This  appeared 
on  the  inquiry  of  Mr.  Parsons  for  their  true 
names  when  he  paid  them,  and  they  gave  receipts 
for  their  wages.  "  Many  of  them  had  forgotten 
the  names  they  went  by  in  their  protections." 

The  facility  with  which  British  seamen  may 
be  obtained  to  man  American  merchantmen, 
even  in  British  ports,  is  exemplified  in  the  fol- 
lowing iuHtance.  Some  years  ago.  in  this  city, 
(|U(  some  of  my  fellow  boarders,  still  members  of 
this  House,  will  recollect,)  Captain  Ham,  of 
Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire,  informed  us. 
that  being  at  Bristol,  in  England,  he  wanted  a  i 


crew  for  his  ship.  Upon  inquiry,  he  waatoU. 
that  for  a  guinea  or  two  a  head,  the  master  of 
the  press-gang  would  procure  hands  for  faiis.  It 
was  done ;  and  the  landlord  of  a  sailors'  board- 
ing house  furnished  American  nrotectiofis.  The 
landlord  took  out  some  bundles  of  proteetioM, 
and  selected  such  as  most  nearly  answered  to 
their  respective  descriptions.  It  seemed  that  pro- 
tections came  to  the  hands  of  such  landlorda 
either  as  pledges,  or  as  the  actual  payment  for 
the  board  of  sailors.'  [ 

A  few  years  ago,  when  Dr.  Mitehill,  of  New 
York,  was  a  Senator  in  Congress,  I  remember 
his  statinr,  in  his  place,  that  one* third  or  two- 
fifths  of  the  seamen  of  that  city  were  British  aob* 
jects,  and  other  foretgners ;  and  mentioned  wkh 
what  facility,  and  for  how  few  cents,  Araerieaa 
protections  were  obtained  for  them. 

I  have  been  told  by  a  nephew  of  mine  who 
resided  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  mwtm 
years,  from  1786  to  1793,  that  be  was  then  in- 
formed, that  only  two  seafaring  men  of  that  port 
were  natives  of  that  State  ;  one  of  them  a  mas- 
ter of  a  vessel,  the  other,  I  think,  the  son  of  an 
English  family  which  had  settled  there.  The 
Summer  before  last,  a  gentleman  of  that  eiCyy 
(who  is  known  to  the  honorable  Speaker  to  be  a 
person  of  reputatbn,)  travelling  la  Massacha- 
setts.  was  pleased  to  call  to  see  me,  though  pet- 
sooally  a  stranger.  In  the  course  cf  conrenm- 
tton,  I  repeated  the  above  information,  thkt  at 
the  time  mentioned  there  belonged  to  Che  port  of 
Charleston  only  two  seamen  natives  of  Soath 
Carolina.  **  There  are  more  now,"  said  the  ceii- 
tleman.  "How  many  do  you  think?"Iamd. 
He  answered  "•  fifty."  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  if 
my  memory  serves  me,  by  the  official  return  ef 
the  tonnage  of  vessels  belonging  to  Charleatoa', 
about  the  year  1809,  the  amount  was  aot  mmeb 
short  of  forty  thousand  tons,  besides  about  driit 
thousand  tons  in  coasting  craft.  And  reokoDia^ 
six  men  to  a  hundred  tons  for  the  first,  say  thirty- 
eight  thousand  tons,  more  than  two  thomand 
seamen  would  be  requisite  to  man  the  vessels  of 
Charleston  engaged  in  foreign  trade.  These  wtre^ 
consequently,  composed  of  citizens  from  the  Nor- 
thern States  and  toreigners,  and  of  the  foreign- 
ers a  very  large  proportion  must  have  be«n  Brit- 
ish subjects. 

I  wish,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  present  one  mere 
view  of  this  subject  of  impressments;  the  result 
of  an  examination  of  the  public  documents,  about 
a  year  ago,  by  one  of  my  colleanes.  Bv  those 
documents,  the  grand  total  is  the  well-cnowa 

number 6;^7 

From  which  he  deducted  for  the  same 
name,  and  apparently  the  same  per- 
son, twice,  ihrice,  or  more  tithes  re- 
peated        548 

For  an  excess  arising  from  some  er- 
rors between  the  returns  of  1805 

and  1808 757 

1,305 


Leering - 
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516 
568 


195 
05 
42 


L  which  he  dedocted— 
For  leknowledged  British  subjeets    • 
Thote  who  had  no  protectiog  doca< 

menu     ------ 

Those  with  insufficient  doeumeots    -  664 
Those  who  had  entered  voluntarily  -  281 
Those  with  fraudulent  protections     - 
Deserters  ------ 

Thoee  married  in  Great  Britain 
Neatral  aliens  and  natives  of  the  West 

ladies 50 

Priaoneis  of  war        -       •       -       -21 

2,432 

Leaving 2,520 

FroB  this  Bamber  he  deducted  one-third, 
wkieh  appeared  to  him,  from  the  docu- 
meats,  ratner  less  than  the  full  Pfc^r* 
mm  of  seamen  impressed  from  British 
merchant  veseels,  in  which,  if  not  Brit- 
ish sob^ts,  the  American  flag  conld 
aiord  no  pretence  for  protection    -       -      840 

Leaving 1,680 

From  the  last  number  he  deducted  those 
who  had  been  discharged,  or  bad  been 
ordered  to  be  disdiarged        -       .        -  1^24 


Leaving  unaccounted  for  • 


-    166 


But  donbtless  some  of  those  noted  as  without 
doeaments,  or  with  insufficient  documents,  were 
Americans,  and  might  swell  the  sum  total  of 
impressments  to  a  few  hundreds  of  native  Amer- 
icaas,  instead  of  six  thousand. 

One  fact  more,  Mr.  Chairman,  on  this  subject, 
indicating  how  small  is  the  ntfmber  of  native 
Amerieans  that  are  impressed.  Bjr  official  re- 
tans  made  last  year  to  the  Legislature  of  Rbode 
Island,  the  whole  number  of  citizens  of  that 
State  umder  impressment  amounted  to  nineteen, 
with  which  the  gentlemen  present  from  that 
State  are  acquainted. 

Bm,  Mf.  Chairman,  attempts  have  been  made 
\Bfmtk{j  this  war  for  *^  sailors'  rights,"  by  the 
do»f;«  of  the  Federal  Administration,  under  the 
Presidents  Washington  and  Adams ;  and  passa- 
ges in  my  own  official  letters  oa  the  subject  have 
been  read,  and  with  a  tone  and  emphasis  which 
it  was  thought,  perhaps,  would  strike  me  dumb. 
Ot  thoae  letters^  written  from  thirteen  to  seven- 
toee  yeais  ago,  when  Secretary  of  State,  I  had 
m>  particolar  remembrance.  The  Administra- 
tioo  hare  new  hunted  them  up  with  great  dili« 
acace,  and  for  my  own  part,  I  feel  no  regret. 
Akraye  accustomed  to  think  freely,  and  to  speak 
and  write  what  I  think,  I  have  never  any  dread 
of  eipesore.  Thinking  too  humbly  of  myself  to 
Imagine  that  I  can  avoid  errors  in  opinioa,  I  am, 
when  convinced,  not  too  proud  to  acknowledge 
them.  But,  sir,  on  reading  the  passages  referred 
to^  I  do  not  find  this  apology  to  be  necessary.  I 
must  be  allowed  to  repeat  them,  with  some  addi- 
tions and  remarks. 

On  the  8th  of  June.  1796, 1  thus  wrote  to  Mr. 
Kia|^,  our  Minister  in  London :  ^Among  the  ar- 


'  tides  left  unadjusted  [when  Mr.  Jay  concltided 
^  bis  treaty]  one  of  the  most  interesting  regards 
^  the  impressiog  of  American  seamen."    "  The 

*  long  but  fruitless  attempts  which  have  been 

<  made  to  protect  tbem  from  British  impresses, 

*  prove  that  the  subject  is  in  its  nature  difficult." 
^*  The  simplest  rule,  as  remarked  toMr.Pinkney, 

*  would  be,,  that  the  vessel  being  American, 
'  should  be  evidence  that  the  seamen  on  board' 

<  her  are  such."  This  ^*  simple^  rule^'  is  but  the 
repetition  of  Mr.  Jefi*erson'8  words  in  his  letter  of 
July  11,  1792,  to  Mr.  Thomas  Pinckney,  then 
6ur  Minister  in  London.  I  then  add:  *^ But  it 
'  will  be  an  important  point  gained,  if  on  the 
'  high  seas  our  flag  can  protect  those,  of  what* 
^  ever  nation,  who  shall  sail  under  it.  And  for 
'  this,  humanity,  as  well  as  interest,  powerfully 

*  plead.  Merchant  vessels  rarry  no  more  hands 
'  than  their  safety  renders  necessary.    To  with- 

*  draw  theiu  on  the  ocean,,  is  to  expose  both  lives 
'  and  property  to  destruction.    We  have  a  right. 

*  then,  to  expect  that  the  British  €k>vernmenr 

*  will  make  no  difficulty  in  acceding  to  this  very 
'  interesting  provision."  In  my  zeal,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, to  protect  American  citizens  and  their  prop^ 
erty,  on  the  high  seas,  it  did  not  then  oceor  to 
me  that  it  was  always  in  the  power  of  Amer- 
ican merchants  to  provide  for  the  safety  of 
both  by  excluding  British  subjects  altoeether 
from  tbeir  vessels.  Had  this  been  done  vo!unt»- 
rily,  or  by  the  compulsion  of  laws  enacted  for  that 
purpose  by  ourselves,  we  should  no  longer  have 
heard  of  the  impressment  of  American  seamen. 
Bui  the  merchants  would  have  been  extremely 
unwilling  to  have  been  put  under  this  constraint. 
By  the  destruction  of  the  mercantile  marine  of 
France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  the  demand  for 
American  and  other  neutral  vessels  to  carry  on 
the  commerce  of  those  three  nations,  was  so  rap* 
idly  increased,  that  without  Britbh  seamen,  one* 
fourth  of  our  merchant  vessels  must  probably 
have  remained  unmanned.  At  the  most  pros- 
perous period  of  our  commerce,  we  had  probably 
fifteen  thousand  British  seamen  in  our  mer- 
chants' service.  In  saying  thai  our  own  mer- 
chants could  provide  for  the  safety  of  their  ves- 
sels on  the  high  seas,  by  excludin|[  British  sea- 
men, I  mean,  that  from  their  more  intunate  knowl- 
edge of  oar  own  country,  they  would  seldom  fail 
to  discover,  on  putting  a  few  ooestions  to  a  sailor, 
whether  he  was  or  was  not  born  in  the  United 
States.  The  British  officers  who  impress  sear 
men,  for  want  of  that  local  knowledge,  must 
often  be  deceived;  hence,  in  part,  (he  multitude 
of  English  seamen  remaining  in  our  merchants' 
service,  in  the  days  of  our  prosperity,  notwith- 
standing their  exposure  to  impressment. 

In  the  same  letter  I  mention  three  classes  of 
seamen  who  ought  to  be  secure  from  impress- 
ment ;  those  born  in  our  country ;  those,  wher- 
ever born,  who  were  citizens  at  the  definitive 
Treaty  of  Peace;  and  foreigners,  whose  lan- 
guage would  at  once  prove  that  they  were  not 
British  subjects.  The  fourth  class  consisted  of 
British  born  subjects  who  had  become  citizens 
and  inhabitants    subsequent  to  the  Treaty  of 
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Peace.  Of  this  class,  I  say — ^'it  may  be  attempt- 
ed to  protect  them  as  well  in  time  of  war  as  of 
peace.^' 

Id  reference  to  the  difficulties  thrown  in  the 
way  of  ottr  agent  employed  in  the  West  Indies 
to  procare  the  discharge  of  American  seamen,  I 
say,  in  my  letter  of  September  10, 1796,  to  Mr. 
Kmg:  ^' If  the  British  Government  hare  any 
^  regard  to  our  rights,  and  respect  for  our  nation^ 
'  and  place  any  value  on  our  friendship^  they 
'  will  even  facilitate  to  us  the  means  of  relieving 

*  oar  oppreraed  citizenB."(8) 

In  my  letter  to  Mr.  Kiog^  of  October  26, 1796, 
liaving  mentioned  the  British  impressment  of  a 
Dane  and  a  Portuegese,  I  remark — *^  This  surely 
'  is  an  abuse  easy  to  correct.    They  cannot  pre- 

*  tend  an  inability  to  distinguish  these  foreign- 
'  ers  from  their  own  subjects ;  and  they  may 
'  with  as  much  reason  rob  American  vessels  of 
'  the  property  or  merchandise  of  Swedes.  Danes, 

*  and  Portuegese,  as  seize  and  detain  in  tMr  ser- 

*  vice  the  subjects  of  those  nations  found  on  board 
^  American  vessels." 

In  a  letter  to  President  Adams,  dated  Februa- 
ry 20, 1800, 1  mention  the  project  of  Mr.  Liston 
(the  British  Minister  here)  of  a  treaty,  having 
or  its  object  the  preservation  of  American  sea- 
men from  impressment,  while  it  should  seeure  to 
Great  Britain  the  services  of  her  own  seamen; 
which  project  I  disapproved,  and  deemed  '*  utter- 

*  terly  inadmissible,  unless  it  would  put  an  end 
'  to  impressments;  which  Mr.  Liston  seemed  to 
'  imagine ;  while  the  seventh  paragraph  ezpress- 
'  ly  recognised  the  right  of  impressing  British 
'  subjects,  and  consequently  American  citizens, 
'  as  at  present."  The  last  idea  is  inaccurately 
expressed;  its  meaning  is,  that  in  exercising  the 
right  of  impressing  British  subjects,  some  Amer- 
ican citizeos  would  be  impressed^  for  the  reason 
often  mentioned — the  impossibility,  sometimes, 
of  distiaguisbing  one  from  the  other. 

These,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  the  most  material 
passages  in  my  letter;  which,  fVom  the  manner 
of  exhibiting  them,  some  gentlemen  seemed  to 
imagine  would  confound  me.  But,  with  a  single 
exception,  I  see  nothing  to  change.  Where  abu- 
ses exist,  I  have  censured,  and  shall  always  cen- 
sure, those  who  commit  them,  of  whatever  na- 
tion they  may  be.  The  exception  T  refer  to  re- 
spects only  the  intimation  of  a  doubt  of  the  right 
of  the  British  to  impress  their  own  subjects  found 
on  board  neutral  merchant  vessels  on  the  high 
seas.  I  did  not  then  know  the  antiquity  of  the 
British  practice,  nor  the  corresponding  practice 
of  France ;  nor  had  ever  attempted  to  trace  that 

J  practice  up  to  its  principle.  My  enlightened 
iriend,  who  wrote  the  pamphlet  I  have  before 
mentioned,  I  believe  was  the  first  to  perform  this 
Usk ;  and  he  performed  it  in  a  manner  which,  I 
should  have  presumed,  would  have  satisfied  every 
candid  mind. 

The  letters  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  written 
when  he  was  Secretary  of  State,  have  also  been 
seized  upon  by  gentlemen  to  aid  them  in  their 
attempts  to  justify  a  war,  which  is  professed  to 
be  continued  solely  on  account  of  British  im* 


pressments.  In  his  letter  of  September  20, 1800, 
to  Mr.  King,  he  says :  '*  The  impressment  of  our 
^  seamen  is  an  injury  of  very  serious  magnitude. 

*  which  deeply  affects  the  feelings  and  honor  of 
'  the  nation.''  "  No  right  has  been  asserted  to 
impress  the  natives  of  America;  yet  they  are 
^  impressed ;  they  are  drag^d  on  board  British 
'  ships  of  war,  with  the  evidence  of  citizenship 

*  in  their  hands,  and  forced  by  violence  there 
'  to  serve,  until  conclusrve  testimonials  of  their 

*  birth  can  be  obtained."  Yes,  conclusive  testi- 
monials ;  for  the  evidence  arising  from  the  com- 
mon *' protections,"  although  it  was  not  then 
well  known  that  false  and  fraudulent  protections 
abounded,  must  now  appear  of  the  feeblest  kind. 

"The  right  to  impress  those  who  were  British 
'  subjects  [from  American  merchant  vessels]  has 
^  been  asserted,  and  the  right  to  impress  those  of. 
^  every  other  nation  has  not  been  disclaimed. 
'  Neither  the  one  practice  nor  the  other  can  be 
'  justified."  No  one  more  highly  respects  Chief 
Justice  Marshall  than  I  do;  but  this  opioioii 
(that  the  right  claimed  and  exercised  by  Qreat 
Britain  to  impress  her  own  subjects  from  neutral 
merchant  vessels  was  not  justifiable)  was  not 
pronounced  after  an  iavestigation  and  discussioa 
of  the  subject  before  him  as  a  judge.  The  truth 
isj  I  believe,  the  question  had  never  in  this  coan- 
try  been  examined  on  its  principles,  until,  as  I 
have  already  said,  it  was  done  by  my  friend  be- 
fore referred  to. 

*'The  United  States  reouire  positively,  that 
'  their  seamen  who  are  not  British  subjects,  whe- 

*  ther  born  in  America  or  elsewhere,  shall  be  ez- 
'  empt  from  impressments."  Here  the  Chief  Joa- 
tice  strongly  expresses  the  same  sentiment  that  I 
had  done,  that  foreigner e,  not  British  subjeets, 
should  be  exempt  Irom  impressment,  becaoae 
their  different  language  precluded  the  poasibilitf 
of  mistake. 

"The  case  of  British  subjects,  whether  nato- 
ralized  or  not,  is  more  questionable."  This  ob- 
servation of  the  Chief  Justice  is  a  departure  frooii 
the  positive  opinion  before  expressed;  and  iroald 
confirm  the  justness  of  my  remark,  that  theqoea- 
tion  had  not  then  been  examined  on  its  prinet- 
pies ;  yet,  he  adds, "  but  the  right  even  of  doings 
this  is  denied."(9) 

But  I  presume^  sir,  that  the  letter  of  the  Chief 
Justice  has  been  introduced,  because  when  preaaed 
with  applications,  in  the  Department  of  State, 
for  his  aid  to  procure  the  release  of  our  neamea 
impressed,  some  of  them  with  circumstances  of 
abuse  from  the  intemperance  of  individual  naval 
officers,  he  had  said  that  "  the  continuance  of  the 
'  practice  of  impressments  must  inevitably  pro- 
'  duce  discord  between  two  nations  which  ought 
'  to  be  the  friends  of  each  other ;"  and  afterwards 
asks,  "  Is  it  not  more  advisable  to  desist  frooiy 
^  and  to  take  effectual  measures  to  prevent  an  ac- 
'  knowledged  wrong,  [the  taking  of  American 
'  citizens,  who  were  not  British  subjects,  from. 

*  our  merchant  vessels']  than  by  perseverance  in 

*  that  wrong,  to  excite  against  themselves  the 
^  well-founded  resentments  of  America,  and  force 
'  our  Qovemment   into  measures  wnich  may' 
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*  T«iT  poBsiUf  terminate  im  an  o^n  rapture;" 
As  tiumgii  tbe8tat€  of  impretsmeots  at  any  paat 
time  would  in  bis  opinion  ha? e  rendered  a  war 
expedient ;  and  at  though  the  actual  state  of  im- 
pressments, at  the  time  when  the  war  was  de- 
dared,  and  when  the  eril  was  manifestly  and 
most  materially  diminished,  could  furnbh  an  ad- 
equate cause  of  war ;  and  as  if  the  Chief  Justice 
could  possibly  approve  of  its  principle,  its  policy, 
or  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  conducted ! 
If  any  thus  imagine,  let  them  now  ask  his 
qiinion. 

For  the  purpose  of  exciting  keener  resent- 
menu  among  the  people  against  Great  Britain, 
bersh^of  war  hare  been  called  by  the  most 
o^rohrions  names-dungeons  and  floating  hells, 
and  the  condition  of  our  impressed  seamei^on 
beard  of  them  a  state  of  slavery.  Yet,  sir,  there 
is  not  an  American  naval  officer  who  would  not 
fed  it  a  reproach,  if  told  that  the  discipline  on 
beard  hie  ship  was  less  exact  or  inferior  to  that  of 
Bntish  ships  7  It  is  that  exact  discipline  which 
eagles  both  to  exert  their  utmost  force.  That 
oar  seamen  entertain  no  such  frightfuli  ideas  of 
firitish  ships  of  war  is  certain,  because  consider- 
aUe  numbers  voluntarily  entered,  and  some  have 
deelined  being  dischar|»ed.  But  the  same  par- 
cel of  documents  which  I  am  now  examining 
furnish  proof  in  point.  It  is  in  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Pinekney,  dated  in  London,  the  13th  of  Marchj. 
1793;  to  Mr.  Jefferson^  Secretarjr  of  State.  He 
says:  "Oar  trade  continues  subject  to  great  in- 
'  conveniences;  both  from  our  seamen  being  im* 

*  pressed,  from'  the  plea  of  their  beias  British  sub- 
^  jeeta,  and  from  their  entering  voluntarily  on 
'  boaidof  the  King's  ships,  tempted  by  the  pres- 
( ent  high  bounties." 

One  word  mor^  Mr.  Chairman,  and  I  quit  this 
sabfect.  It  is  said  we  must  continue  the  war, 
and  take  Canada,  to  induce  or  compel  Great 
Britain  to  give  up  her  right,  or  to  abandon  the 
pimctice  of  impressing  her  own  subjects  from 
o«  mcsebant  vesseU.  It  seems  searcelv  credible 
that  any  person  of  information  should  believe  in 
thk  doctrine.  I  will  here  oppose  to  it  only  the 
o^on  of  a  gentleman  of  high  standing,  and 
dnaingaished  for  his  discernment,  knowledge, 
and  abilities  as  a  statesman  t  I  mean  Mr.  Bay- 
ard, whom  the  President  selected  for  one  of  the 
<3ommissioners  to  negotiate  with  those  of  Qreat 
Britain  on  this  very  subject,  in  order,  as  pro- 
fee^^  to  bring  about  a  peace.  This  was  ex- 
pceaeed  In  a  speech  delivered  in  the  Senate;  on 
the  16th  day  of  June,  1812,  only  two  days  before 
the  iktal  declaration  of  war,  on  bis  motion  to 
(NHtpoae  it  to  the  31st  of  October  Had  his  mo- 
ticm  and  advice  prevailed,  we  should  now  have 
been  at  peace,  and  enjoying,  if  our  Qovernment 
had  pleaaed,  a  prosperous  commerce.  Mr.  Bay- 
avd  said: 

^ITisyisstson  as  to  tiie  impressneilt  of  our  sea- 
maa  dad  not  msscnt  insuperable  diflkmltleB.  Britam 
aever  oontsnded  finr  a  right  to  impress  Amsrican  sea- 
Ben.  The  right  she  ehdms  is  to  take  her  own  sub* 
jtOm  found,  in  ourmerdiant  service.  She  exercises 
the  lifl^  in  relation  to  her  own  private  vessels.  This 
13th  Con.  2d  Se8s.-«-55 


right  she  never  will  nor  can  give  up.  If  our  mes^ 
chant  flag  was  a  sure  protection  to  Britbh  seamen 
who  sailed  under  it,  the  BritLah  na^y  must  be  un- 
manned by  desertion ;  while  our  merchants  can  and 
do  pay  a  d^lar  for  every  shilling  a  sailor  can  esm  in 
the  naval  service  of  his  country." 

Another  subject  of  complaint,  Mr.  Chairman, 
against  Great  Britain,  is  her  restricting  the  com- 
merce of  neutral  nations,  by  what  has  been  called 
the  rule  of  1756.  This  rule  has  been  formerly 
represented  by  the  Administration  as  peculiar  to 
Great  Britain.  But  the  fact  is  otherwise.  The 
French  Government  adopted  similar  regulations 
long  before.  The  principle  of  those  regulations 
was  the  same  as  that  on  which  the  rule  and  the 
practice  of  Great  Britain  rested.  Louis  XIV,  in 
his  ordinance  of  1704,  ^hich  was  reordained, 
substantially,  by  Louis  aV,  in  1744.)  seems  to 
anticipate  the  satisfaction  of  the  subjects  of  neu- 
tral States,  when  they  should  experience  the  care 
he  had  taken  '^to  preserve  for  them  the  same  ex- 
tent and  the  same  liberty  of  commerce  which  they 
have  been  accustomed  to  enjov  during  peace.'' 
This  is  precisely  the  general  role  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. And  the  reason  of  it  is  this:  That,  tucarry 
on,  in  time  of  war,  a  new  and  extraordinary  com- 
merce for  one  belligerent  would  be  a  departure 
from  the  duties  of  an  impartial  neutrahcy,  and 
becoming,  in  effect,  an  auxiliary  Power.  This 
would  have  been  extremely  convenient  to  France, 
when  her  own  merchant  vessels  had  been  either 
captured,  or  driven  from  the  ocean  by  the  British 
navy.  But  for  this  British  rule  of  1756,  (the 
same  with  the  French  rule  of  1704  and  1744,S 
the  commerce  of  France  would  have  been  placed 
in  as  good  a  situation,  or  better,  than  if  carried 
on  in  her  own  vessels ;  because,  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  neutrals,  carrying  it  on  for  her,  were 
under  the  protection  of  the.  law  of  nations,  it 
would  be  perfectly  secure  from  capture;  theneu« 
trals  only  becoming  really,  or  apparently,  the 
owners  of  the  merchandises  constituting  the  arti« 
cles  of  that  commerce.  To  this  no  counter-bel- 
ligerent, possessini^  an  efficient  naval  force  to  pre- 
vent or  interrupt  it,  would  ever  submit.  By  the 
laying  up  of  her  merchant  vessels,  the  seamen  of 
France  employed  in  them,  were  at  liberty  to  man 
her  ships  of  war  and  privateers ;  and  so  far  a» 
neutral  seamen  manning  neutral  vesseb  were 
employed  in  a  trade  not  allowed  by  France  in 
time  oif  peace,  so  far  the  neutrals  became  auxili- 
aries in  the  war. (10) 

By  an  improper  extension  of  the  rule  of  1756, 
in  the  years  1793  and  1794,  British  cruisers  cap- 
tured ^^^t  numbers  of  American  merchant  ves* 
sels.  For  these,  indemnities  were  demanded; 
and,  by  Mr.  Jay's  treaty,  provision  was  made  ibr 
adjusting  them.  The  result  was  that  Great  Brit- 
ain paid  to  the  merchaou  of  the  United  Statea 
about  six  millions  of  dollars,  for  their  losses  by 
those  captures. 

On  the  other  hand,  French  cruisers  were  em- 
ployed in  committing  depredations  on  our  com- 
merce from  an  earlyperiod  of  her  Revolutionary 
war  until  the  year  1800;  not  under  any  rule,  but 
in  direct  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  of 
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Uw  treaty  then  existing  between  the  United  States 
and  France.  These  spoliations  amoonted,  by  the 
best  estimates,  to  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  for 
.  which  no  indemnitor  whatever  could  be  obtained; 
and  the  claim  for  which  was  finally  abandoned. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  French  revolutionary 
war,  Spain  was  the  ally  of  Qreat  Britain ;  and 
for  spoliations  committed  by  Spanish  cruisers 
during  that  time,  Spain  paid  indemnities  to  our 
merchants  in  like  manner  as  Great  Britain  had 
done.  But  far  those  committed  by  Spanish  crui- 
sers, after  she  became  the  ally  of  France,  no  in- 
demnity has  been  obtained.  This,  however,  is 
not  to  be  imputed  to  a  want  of  good  faith,  in 
Spain.  ^  She  was  willing,  and  by  a  treaty  nego- 
tiated in  1801  or  1802.  she  stipulated  to  give  a 
just  indemnity  for  the  illegal  captures  made  by 
her  own  cruisers,  but  refused  to  pay  for  those 
made  by  French  cruisers,  carried  into  Spanish 
ports,  and  there  condemned  by  French  Consuls. 
This  treaty  was  concluded  by  Mr.  Charles  Pinck- 
ney,  the  Minister  to  the  Court  of  Spain,  appointed 
bv  Mr.  Jefferson,  but  was  not  ratified  because  the 
French  captures  of  American  vessels  condemned 
by  French  Consuls  in  Spanish  ports  were  not 
comprehended,  and  thus  nothing  has  been  ob- 
tained. Another  negotiation  was  set  on  foot,  in 
which  Mr.  Monroe  was  joined  with  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney.  To  settle  the  boundaries  of  Louisiana^  as 
well  as  the  question  of  spoliations,  was  an  object 
in  this  new  negotiation,  but  nothing  was  effected. 
The  Spanish  Government  persisted  in  refusing 
to  pay  for  American  property  condemned  in  her 
ports  by  French  Consuls.  The  fact  was,  it  was 
not  in  her  power  to  prevent  it  against  the  will  of 
France :  and  the  French  Grovernment  contended, 
also,  that  those  spoliations  of  American  property 
captured  by  French  cruisers,  carried  into  Span- 
ish ports,  and  there  condemned  by  French  Con- 
suls,  were  comprehended,  with  the  other  French 
spoliations,  in  the  treat/of  September  30, 1800, 
between  France  and  the  United  States;  and  there- 
fore cancelled,  by  mutual  agreement,  according 
to  the  terms  or  that  treaty. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Calhoun)  adverting  to  the  present  state  of  the 
world,  with  France  driven  back  and  likely  to  be 
compressed  within  limits  compatible  with  the 
general  safety,  imagined  that  the  united  Powers 
of  Europe  would  now  turn  against  Great  Britain, 
and  confine  her  within  proper  limits  on  the  ocean, 
while  he  seemed  to  admit  that  she  had  been 
fighting  for  her  existence.  The  gentleman  spoke 
with  an  air  of  triumph,  that  the  United  States 
had  had  the  courage  to  resist  her  on  her  own  ele- 
ment, and  said,  that  if  we  had  made  no  resistance 
to  England,  we  should  have  .lost  all  our  com- 
merce. Well,  we  did  resist ;  and  where  now  is 
our  commerce?  Annihilated.  But  the  gentle- 
man consoled  himself  with  the  consideration,  that 
if  we  had  not  done  much  against  England,  she 
had  not  done  much  against  us.  And  is  it,  indeed, 
a  small  matter;  is  not  much  done  against  us 
when  our  ports  are  blockaded  and  our  whole 
commerce  destroyed  1  The  gentleman,  however, 
seemed  to  admit  that  we  could  not  now  succeed, 


with  our  population  of  eight  millions;  but  may 
hereafter,  when  we  shall  have  increased  to  twenty 
or  thirty  millions.  And  would  it  not  have  been 
wise  to  have  postponed  our  resistance  until  the 
period  arrived  when  resistance  might  be  made 
with  some  prospect  of  success? 

That  Great  Britain  should  not  have  accom- 
plished much  against  us,  in  the  way  of  fighting, 
IS  not  strange,  seeing  she  was  taken  by  surprise. 
For  notwithstanding  the  talks  in  Congress,  and 
the  rumors  abroad,  about  a  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, few  believed  it.  When  we  were  withoot 
troops,  without  many  of  the  munitions  of  war, 
and  without  money,  the  common  sense  of  man- 
kind revoltied  at  the  idea  of  its  being  voluntarily 
declared.  Great  Britain^  therefore,  had  taken  few 
if  a«y  precautions  even  for  the  defence  of  Canada. 
And  when  war  had  been  declared,  seeing  the 
Orders  in  Council  were  its  principal  cause*- when 
these  were  removed,  it  was  natural  to  suppose 
that  the  war  might  cease  or  be  suspended.  Ad- 
miral Warren,  therefore,  may  be  considered  as 
having  been  sent  to  negotiate  rather  than  to  fight. 
And  the  efforts  on  our  seaboard  have  in  fact  men 
extremely  feeble.  Should  the  war.  however,  be 
continued,  we  may  expect  it  will  be  conducted 
in  a  very  different  manner.  The  colossal  power 
of  France  having  been  reduced,  the  allies  may 
find  her  full  employment,  and  allow  Great  Brit- 
ain to  point  a  portion  of  her  attention  to  her 
American  provinces,  and  the  war  on  our  coast. 

When  France  was,  in  the  view  of  many,  and 
in  the  fears  of  most  reflecting  men,  all-)>owerfal 
by  land ;  when  it  was  doubted  whether  Russia 
could  defend  her  own  Empire,  then  indeed  gloomy 
apprehensions  were  entertained  for  the  fate  of  the 
civilized  world.  Had  Russia  been  subdued,  the 
French  Emperor,  with  the  whole  European  con- 
tinent in  his  hands,  and  commanding  all  its 
means  of  building  and  manning  a  navy  more 
powerful  than  that  of  Great  Britain,  she  must 
have  sunk  under  the  pressure.  But  if  any  one 
Power  must  have  the  ascendency  on  the  ocean,  it 
is  desirable  that  Great  Britain  should  be  that 
Power.  Circumscribed  by  the  seas  which  en- 
compass her  islands,  her  population  is  necessarily 
so  limited,  as  never  to  furnish  armies  capsble,  by 
themselves,  of  making  any  permanent  impres- 
sions on  the  Contident.  The  trident  of  the  ocean 
may  therefore  be  safely  left  in  her  hands. 

On  the  subject  of  the  Loan^  Mr.  Chairman, 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cal- 
boon)  asked,  what  would  be  the  consequences  if 
the  billon  your  table  should  fail?  And  he  an- 
swered^ that  the  operations  against  Canada  would 
fail ;  public  credit  would  fail,  at  home  and  abroad, 
and  the  Army,  the  Navy,  and  every  department 
of  the  Government  would  suffer. 

With  respect  to  Canada,  it  is  desirable  that  its 
conquest  should  not  be  attempted.  No  good 
could  result  from  the  conquest  if  effected,  and 
the  attempt  would  cost  many  thousand  lives,  and 
many  millions  of  money.  If  conquered,  it  mast 
be  restored  before  Great  Britain  will  make  peace. 

As  to  public  credit,  I  distinguish  between  that 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  credit  c^  the  Ad- 
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ministratioD.  The  latter  may  fail,  and  the  for- 
mer be  secare.  A  transfer  of  the  admioistratioti 
of  the  GoveromeDt  to  other  hands  would  restore 
the  public  credit,  already  deeply  impaired,  be- 
cause the  only  solid  foundations  for  its  support 
would  then  be  re  la  id. 

As  to  the  Army  and  Navy,  if  one  be  disbanded 
and  the  other  laid  up,  I  see  do  harm  that  can 
result.  The  soldiers  can  travel  home,  if,  like 
many  of  their  comrades  already  discharged,  they 
are  dismissed  without  pay,  and  compelled,  as  I 
have  understood  these  havic  been,  to  depend  on 
the  kindness  of  their  fellow-citizens  by  the  way. 
And  the  seamen  will  only  be  returned  to  the  con- 
dition of  their  ^brethren  at  home,  deprived,  by  the 
conduct  of  our  Government,  of  their  usual  occu- 
pattoDs. 

As  to  the  part  our  '^  declared"  enemies  will  act, 
if  for  want  of  money  we  should  have  no  army,  i 
entertain  no  uneasy  apprehensions.  They  are 
WMriUing  enemies;  and,  unqqestionably,  if  we 
do  not  invade  their  territory,  they  will  leave  ours 
immolested.  And  when  we  shall  stand  merely 
on  the  defensive^  the  militia  will  suffice. 

But  the  gentleman  seemed  to  think,  that  even 
if  the  war  were  unjust,  the  majority  ought  to  be 
sQ]^Tted  in  obtaining' a  loan  rather  than  hazard 
the  consequences  just  enumerated.  But,  sir,  there 
would  be  one  good  consequence  that  would  out- 
weish  all  the  recited  evils.  If  we  cannot  carry 
on  the  war,  we  must  have  peace ;  and  this  will 
give  employment  to  the  sailor  and  soldier,  and  to 
every  class,  of  citizens,  and  open  the  way  to  a 
revival  of  our  former  prosperity. 

The  gentleman  claimed  the  support  of  the 
minority  to  obtain  the  loan,  because  the  minority, 
or  some  of  the  minority,  voted  for  the  objects  of 
expense  which  render  the  loan  necessary.  With 
this,  sir,  I  have  no  concern.  I  was  not  then  in 
Congress.  Nevertheless,  I  did  not  at  that  time 
withhold  my  opinion.  It  was  communicated  by 
Utters  to  some  of  my  friends  in  the  minority ; 
and  there  are  gentlemen  present  who  know  it. 
I  was  opposed  to  the  voting  for  a  single  soldier. 
or  for  the  timber-head  of  a  ship,  because  I  would 
HOC  put  weapons  into  the  hands  of  men,  who,  I 
was  morally  certain,  would  use  them  only  to  pro- 
duce  public  mischief.  I  asked  them  if  they  voted 
for  an  army  and  a  navy,  how  they  woula  with- 
hold their  rote  for  money  to  support  them  ? 

Different  gentlemen  have  adverted  to  the  terms 
proposed  by  our  Administration  for  an  Armistice. 
The  honorable  Speaker  (Mr.  Chbves)  thinks 
they  were  reasonable  and  proper ;  that  the  refu- 
sal by  Great  Britain  to  accept  them  was  a  suffi- 
cient cause  for  continuing  the  war;  and  that  to 
haTe  treated,  without  orders  being  previously 
given,  to  discontinue  the  impressment  of  seamen 
and  to  restore  those  already  impressed,  would 
have  been  an  abandonment  of  our  rishts. 

Liet  us,  Mr.  Chairman,  examine  the  terms,  as 
thej  are  stated  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  Mr.  Russell,  dated  the  26th  of  June. 
1812,  eight  days  only  after  the  President  and 
Conffresss  had  declared  war.  *'  If  (says  Mr.  Mon- 
*  roe)  the  Orders  in  Council  are  repealed,  and  no 


^  illegal  blockades  are  substituted  to  them,  and 
*  orders  are  ffiven  to  discontinue  the  impressment 
^  of  seamen  from  our  vessels,  and  to  restore  those 
^  already  impressed,  there  is  no  reason  why  hos- 
'  tilities  should  not  immediately  cease."  Cer« 
tainly,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  Qreat  Britain  at  once 
gave  up  every  point  for  which  the  war  had  been 
declared,  the  President  must  have  been  strangely 
unreasonable  to  refuse  to  suspend  hostilities. 
And  yet  all  this  was  required  by  the  President's 
instructions  to  Mr.  Russell!  The  Orders  in 
Council  had  been  revoked,  and  no  illegal  block- 
ades substituted  for  them.  It  remained  only  to 
restore  the  seamen  (British  as  well  as  American, 
for  the  instructions  make  no  exception)  already 
impressed,  and  discontinue  the  impressment  of 
seamen  (British  as  well  as  American)  from  our 
vessels;  and  every  alleged  cause  and  pretence  for 
declaring  the  war  would  have  been  removed. 
And  what  was  next  to  be  done?  Why  the  two 
Qovernments  were  to  appoint  Commissioners  to 
make  "definitive  arrangements  on  these  and  ev- 
ery other  difference,  by  a  treaty  to  be  concluded 
either  here  or  at  London."  Now  the  two  Qov- 
ernments had  been  discussing  the  question  of  im- 
pressments for  eight,  years,  (from  1792  to  1800,) 
and  endeavoring  to  form  a  treaty  on  the  subject, 
during  the  next  twelve  years,  until  war  was  de- 
clared, without  being  able  to  agree !  And  yet 
the  President  thought  fit,  as  a  preliminary  step  to 
any  further  negotiation,  to  demand  of  the  British 
Government  to  abandon  the  whole  subject  iii  con- 
troversy during  the  time  that  the  new  negotia- 
tions should  be  going  on— which  might  be  for 
twenty  years  more  on  the  single  question  of  im- 
pressments! But  the  instructions  state,  that  be- 
sides this  great  point,  "there  were  many  just 
and  weij^hty  causes  of  complaint  against  Great 
Britain,"  to  be  removed  and  settled  by  the  pro- 
posed treaty.  Among  these  was 'explicitly  men- 
tioned '*  indemnity  for  injuries  received  under  the 
Orders  in  Council,  and  other  edicts  violating  our 
rights"— **  for  which  it  was  expected  that  provis- 
ion would  be  made  in  the  treaty."  Now  this  in- 
demnity, so  confidently  expected,  had,  during  for- 
mer negotiations,  been  repeatedly  urged  on  the 
British  Government,  who  apparently  considered 
it  so  unfounded  as  hardly  to  listen  to  the  demand. 
Yet  this,  and  all  the  other  "weighty  causes  of 
complaint."  in  addition  to  the  hitherto  insupera- 
bly difficult  question  of  impressment,  were  to  be 
the  subjects  of  the  proposed  negotiations ;  which, 
considering  the  spirit  and  manner  of  former  nego- 
tiations on  the  (Mirl  of  our  Administration,  might 
easily  be  protracted  to  twice  the  length  of  the 
siege  of  Troy.  In  the  meantime,  whatever  pum- 
ber  of  British  seamen  resorted  to  our  merchant 
vessels,  they  were  to  be  protected  by  our  flag. 
Such  is  the  true  state  of  the  terms  offered  by  the 
President  to  the  British  Government,  as  the  con- 
ditions on  which  alone  he  would  consent  to  a 
cessation  of  arms. 

Sir,  I  consider  this  offer  of  an  armistice  on  such 
impracticable  conditions,  tendered  only  eight  da)[s 
after  the  President  and  Congress  (choosing  their 
own  time  for  it)  had  declared  war,  as  of  a  pieca 
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with  many  former  overtures,  without  any  expec- 
tation of  tneir  acceptance  bj  the  British  Govern- 
ment; but  which,  beinff  rejected,  would  be  used 
as  a  new  topic  or  popular  clamor  against  Great 
Britain — increase  the  resentment  of  Uie  people,  it 
was  hoped — and  by  rendering  the  war  itself  more 
popular,  procure  the  support  necessary  for  its  con- 
tinuance. 

But  the  honorable  Speaker  thinks,  that  to  have 
treated  without  a  previous  suspension  of  impress- 
ments, would  have  been  an  abandonment  of  the 
rights  we  claim  on  the  subject.  What,  then, 
would  have  been  the  effect  on  Great  Britain? 
Her  Government  is  at  least  as  confident  of  the 
right  to  impress  British  subjects  from  neutral 
merchant  vessels  (and  I  think  I  have  shown  that 
this  confidence  is  well  founded)  as  our  Gk)vern- 
ment  is  of  the  right  of  neutrals  to  be  exempted 
from  such  impressments.  If,  then,  the  British 
Government  had,  as  a  preliminary  to  ne&^otiationi 
restored  all  impressed  seamen,  and  ordered  the 
entire  practice  to  be  discontinued, — this,  accord- 
ing to  the  reasoning  used  in  this  case,  would 
have  been  an  abandonment  of  tbe  British  rights. 
And  was  it  reasonable  to  make  such  a  demand? 
The  honorable  Speaker,  if  I  understood  him 
correctly,  supposed  our  Government  to  have  given 
proofs  of  its  desire  to  obtain  peace  on  terms  which 
the  minority  themselves  would  approve;  and  if 
the  majority  should  accept  less,  they  would  ])ros- 
trate  the  honor,  dignity,  and  independence  of  the 
country— meaning,  I  presume,  that  the  entire 
abolition  of  impressments  would  be  indispensa- 
ble to  preserve  our  honor,  dignity,  and  independ- 
ence. I  will  put  a  case :  Suppose,  what  seems 
likely  to  happen,  that,  by  the  aid  of  Great  Britain, 
the  independence  of  Holland  should  be  restored, 
and  with  that  her  commerce;  and  suppose  the 
latter,  as  formerly,  should  be  spread  on  the  ocean, 
and  that  British  seamen  found  on  board  Dutch 
merchant  vessels,  should  be  impressed  and  taken 
from  them.  Does  any  gentleman  imagine  that 
the  States  of  Holland  would  consider  their  sov- 
ereignty to  have  been  thereby  invaded  ? 

The  honorable  Speaker  mentioned  the  British 
strength  in  their  finances,  but  that  their  expenses 
were  immense.  So  likewise  are  their  resources. 
He  remarked  that  this  American  war  was  main- 
tained by  Great  Britain  at  a  vast  expense — dou- 
ble to  that  of  the  United  States.  This,  sir,  may 
well  be  doubted.  Just  the  reverse  may  be  pre- 
sumed. It  has  been  often  said,  and  I  nave  not 
heard  it  contradicted,  that  the  flour  furnished  to 
tbe  W^tern  army  cost  the  United  States  a  hun- 
dred dollars  a  barrel,  including  the  enormous  ex- 
pense and  waste  in  the  transportation.  And  two 
gentlemen,  who  were  in  the  last  Congress,  stated 
to  me  this  striking  fact,  concerning  the  forage 
supplied  to  that  army.  A  wagon  started  with 
forty  bushels  of  corn.  The  team  of  horses  con- 
sumed eighteen  bushels  in  eoing;  the  driver  re- 
served eighteen  bushels  to  feed  them  in  return- 
ing, and  delivered  four  to  the  army.  It  is  pre- 
sumed, then,  that  this  wagon  was  emploved  not 
less  than  six  and  thirty  days;  the  hire  oi^ which, 
and  the  cost  of  the  thirty-six  bushels  of  corn 


eaten  by  the  horses,  must  have  amounted  to  at 
least  two  hundred  dollars — so  the  corn  delivered 
'to  the  army  cost  fifty  dollars  a  bushel !  And  from 
all  we  have  heard,  unex^impled  extravagance  and 
waste  are  exhibited  in  every  scene  of  this  miser- 
able warfare. 

The  honorable  Speaker  further  remarked,  that 
to  Great  Britain  this  war  promised  neither  glorj 
nor  profit.  And  does  it  promise  either  to  us? 
And  which,  from  the  degree  of  suffering,  will 
first  be  weary  of  it?  Another  motive,  he  said, 
would  urge  Britain  to  be  at  peace  with  us ;  to 
enjoy  tbe  oenefit  of  our  commerce.  And  would 
the  renewal  of  that  commerce  be  less  beneficial 
to  us  than  to  her  ?  "  But  she  is  engaged  in  a 
great  cause  in  Europe^"  and  therefore  must  de- 
sire peace  with  the  united  States.  Yes.  Britaia 
had  been  pouring  out,  and  was  continuing  to 
pour  out  rivers  of  blood  and  floods  of  money,  to 
rescue  Europe  from  the  grasp  of  the  universal 
tyrant,  and  restore  independence,  to  the  nations. 
This  was,  indeed,  &  great  cause ;  and  was  this  a 
time  to  attack  her;  to  press  her  with  the  burden 
of  the  American  war  ?  I  leave  the  question  to 
the  reflections  of  that  gentleman  and  his  friends. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  (Mr.  Robert**^ 
SON,)  at  the  beginning  of  his  observations  on  the 
loan  bill,  spoke  of  a  gentleman,  for  some  years  au 
honorable  member  of  this  House,  whom  he  de^ 
nominated  '-a  distinguished  Jacobin  of  the  East- 
ern States.''  Sir,  after  the  just  vindication,  of 
Mr.  duincy's  character  by  one  of  my  colleague^ 
(Mr.  Baylies,}  little  is  left  for  me  to  add.  I 
well  knew  Mr.  duincy's  father.  No  man  was 
more  zealously  and  ardently  engaged  in  the  meas- 
ures of  resistance  to  the  unconstitutional  acts  of 
Grreat  Britain,  which  preceded  the  actual  war  of 
our  Revolution.  At  the  instance  of  eminent  pa^ 
riots  of  that  day,  he  undertook  a  secret  embassy 
to  England,  to  effect  objects  deemed  iniportant  to 
the  maintenance  of  our  rights.  I,  perhaps,  waa 
the  last  of  his  friends  who  saw  him  immediately 
before  he  embarked.  He  went^  and  was  retumr. 
ing,  but  enfeebled  in  health.  Just  as  he  ap- 
proached his  native  land  he  expired.  Honpitd 
and  gratefully  remembered  for  his  pure  patriot- 
ism, abilities,  and  virtues,  it  is  the  hiffh  and  lauda- 
ble ambition  of  the  son  to  imitate  his  sire^  and. 
in  the  same  honorable  pursuits,  to  render  hi msdif 
eminently  useful  to  bis  country. 

The  expression  of  Mr.  duincy,  repeated  by  tbe 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  ''that  the  majority 
could  not  be  kicked  into  a  war/'  I  always  regret- 
ted. Nor  did  I  approve  of  an  expression  which 
lately  fell  from  my  honorable  friend  from  New 
Jersev,  (Mr.  StocktonJ  for  whom  I  entertaia  a 
very  high  respect— *Uhat  the  Administration  had 
struck  their  colors;" — ^because  I  have  always 
thought  that  such  taunting  expressions,  by  touch- 
ing the  pride  and  rousing  the  resentments  of  the 
persons  addressed,  tended  to  produce  mischievous 
measures,  or  to  defeat  good  ones,  contrary  to  the 
sober  sentiments  and  better  judgments  of  those 
who  were  so  reproached. 

But  I  do  not  view  in  the  same  liffht,  precisely, 
with  my  friend  from  New  Jersey,  the  President's 
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•eefpttnee  of  Lord  Gastlereagh's  overtare,  to 
treat  on  the  questions  io  eootroversy  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  says  that  the  British  QorernmeDt  is  will- 
iB%  to  negotiate  and  adjust  subsisting  differences 
^wpmi  principles  of  perfect  reciprocity,  not  in- 
eomistent  with  the  established  maxims  ofpublic 
kw,  and  with  the  maritime  rights  of  the  British 
fimpire."  The  President,  in  answer  to  this  oTer- 
tBre,  consents  to  trent,  "on  conditions  of  recipro- 
city consistent  with  the  rights  of  both  parties  as 
flonrereign  and  independent  nations."  This,  to  be 
aore,  would  seem  well  enough,  if  we  had  not  pre- 
Ttocuily  known  the  President's  meaning  of  the 
-words  soTeretgn  and  independent,  as  applied  hy 
him  10  (he  question  of  impressments.  The  Presi- 
.dent  holds  the  opinion,  that  when  a  British  naval 
officer  enters  on  board  an  American  merchant 
ressei  on  the  high  seas,  to  search  for  and  take 
away  natlTe  British  seamen,  the  so?ereignty,  and, 
of  coarse,  the  independence,  of  the  United  States 
are  thereby  violated.  Now,  as  no  citizen  would 
consent  that  the  President  should,  for  any  consid- 
eration, surrender  any  branch  of  our  sovereignty 
and  independence ;  and  as  Great  Britain  holds  to 
be  clear,  and  will  never  give  up  her  right  so  to 
enter,  search  for,  and  take  away  her  own  subjects, 
if  ^e  President  adheres  to  his  own  doctrine,  it 
does  not  appear  Tery  obvious  how  a  satisfactory 
and  lasting  peace  is  to  be  dbtained.  A  temporary 
arrangement,  indeed,  may  be  made,  by  which 
€^C  Britain  raiiy  agree  to  suipiena,  or  discon- 
tmoe  the  practice  of  impressment,  if,  and  so  long 
as  the  United  States  shall  make  provision  by  law, 
and  in  iu  execution  render  it  effectual,  to  ei- 
dude  all  British  seatnen  from  American  vessels. 
Bet  If  no  more  than  this  be  attainable,  (and  the 
nature  of  th6  case  forbids  the  expectation  that 
anything  m<xt  will  be  attained,)  why  have  so 
many  thoosand  lives  of  our  citizens,  and  so  many 
miUiona  of  money,  been  sacrificed  in  a  war  for 
saUofB?  rights?  There  has  never  been  a  time,  I 
bellcTe,  when  Great  Britain  would  hare  rejected 
foeh  an  efiecttial  arran^ment.  The  ready,  eager, 
and  sore  protection  ^iven  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  British  seanien  deserting  from 
British  vessels  in  Our  ports,  Airnished,  indeed  but 
too  much  ground  of  jealousy,  that  no  provision 
for  their  apprehension  and  restoration  would 
prove  eiCectual. 

It  is  much  to  be  remtted,  that  scarcely  any 
eoirespondence  can  take  place  with  the  British 
Goremment,  in  which  there  is  not  introduced 
aooiecliiiBg  odfonsive  or  calculated  to  ekcite.  there 
mad  here,  feelings  and  passions  unfavorable  to  a 
fair  and  amicable  adjustment  of  differences.  In 
the  present  ease,  there  is  in  Mr.  MonrOe^s  answer 
to  Lord  Castlereagh's  overture,  for  a  direct  neeo- 
tiatioa  ibr  peace,  a  representation  plainly  differ- 
ent from  tne  fact.  The  British  Mmister  at  the 
Roastaa  Court  (Lord  Cathcart)  bavins  given  to 
tlie  Russian  Minister  the  reasons  why  the  British 
GFovemment  declined  treating  with  the  United 
BtAcea,  onder  the  mediation  of  Russia,  makes 
teown  its  raadinees  to  treat  with  them  directly ; 

i  uddi— ^  If,  through  the  good  offices  of  his 


Imperial  Majesty,  this  proposition  should  be 
accepted,  the  Pnnce  Regent  would  prefer  that 
the  conferences  should  be  held  at  London,"  ^c. 
In  his  answer  Mr.  Monroe  says,  that  "  by  this 
communication  it  appears,"  that  the  Prince  Re* 
gent  having  rejected  the  mediation  of  Russia, 
^proposed  to  treat  directly  with  the  United  States 
at  Gottenbur^  or  London ;  and  that  he  had  re- 
quested the  interposition  of  the  good  offi^ces  of 
the  Emperor  in  favor  of  such  an  arrangement." 
One  motive  for  using  an  expression  obviously  of- 
fensive to  the  British  Government  seems  to  have 
been,  to  induce  the  people  of  the  United  Stales 
to  believe  that  that  Uovernment  was  petitioning 
for  peace ;  driven  to  it,  to  be  sure,  by  the  ener- 
getic measures  of  our  own  ! 

The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  said,  that  the 
charge  of  moral  treason  had  been  met  with  in- 
dignant silence ;  a  mode  of  treatment  which} 
perhaps,  would  have  been  the  most  suitable.  I, 
however,  had  intended  to  make  some  observa- 
tions on  this  new  doctrine;  but  having  occupied 
so  inuch  of  the  time  of  the  Committee,  I  will  pass 
it  by.  Indeed,  I  think  the  observations  wnich 
have  been  made  by  my  friends  on  this  side  of  the 
House  amply  sufficient. 

The  same  gentleman  said  that  there  was  noW 
no  indisposition,  on  the  part  of  the  Republicans, 
to  foster  a  navy.  The  reason  is  obvious;  the 
exploits  of  the  Nhvy  have  saved  the  party  from 
sinking.  In  the  actual  management  of  their  war 
nothing  else  has  kept  their  beads  above  water. 
The  gentleman  sought  an  apology  for  the  early 
and  long-continued  opposite  conduct  in  the  party 
called  Republicans,  iii  the  fact,  that  Washington 
was  for  some  time  silent  on  the  sutject  of  a  navy. 
Sir,  the  reason  is  plain.  When  at  the  commence- 
ment of  his  Administration  the  Government  itself 
was  to  be  organized,  and  everything  reqCiisite  to 
the  exercise  of  its  powers  was  to  be  created,  niat- 
ters  of  indispensable  necessity  were  first  to  tie 

Srovided  for.  But  as  ^oou  as  possible.  aAer  the 
epredations  of  the  Algerlnes  required  a  havai 
force  to  protect  our  commerce,  it  was  proposed 
that  a  naval  force  should  be  provided.  And  what 
then  was  the  conduct  of  the  same  party  now  call- 
ing themselves  Republicans  ?  They  vehemently 
resisted  the  attempt  to  commence  building  a  na- 
vy ;  and  one  of  the  ablest  leiEiders  of  the  party 
thanked  God  that  the  trees  necessary  for  such  a 
navy  were  then  jrec  standibg  in  the  woods.  This 
Republican  hostility  to  a  navy  (with  the  excep* 
tion  of  individuals  of  the  party)  continued  down 
to  the  projected  commencement  of  the  present 
war.  1  recollect,  that  when,  on  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  five  or  sit  years  ago,  it 
was  proposed  to  make  an  appropriation  for  re- 
pairing some  of  the  frigates,  wnicn,  If  oihitted  for 
another  year,  would  be  haruly  worth  repairing,  a 
Republican  Senator,  and  a  very  honest  man,  who 
spoke  the  sentiment  of  his  heart,  thus  accosted 
me:  <'If  all  our  frigates  Were  collected  into  one 
bunch,  and  they  were  all  in  flames,  and  if  by 
spitting  I  could  extinguish  the  fire,  I  would  not 
spit !" 
But  the  gentleman  fVotn  Louisiana  iteid  the  Ad* 
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mioistratioD  had  kept  the  Navy  in  repair,  and 
laid  out  much  monef  upon  it.  This,  sir,  I  pre- 
sume is  true.  In  the  first  year  of  Mr.  Jederson's 
Administration,  the  corsairs  of  Tripoli  captured 
some  American  vessel  or  vessels.  A  moderate 
tribute  (much  less  than  was  paid  to  Algiers,  and 
similar  to  what  the  maritime  Powers  of  Europe 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  paying,  regularly  or  ir- 
regularly,) would  doubtless  have  satisfied  that 
pettjr  Power.  But  Mr.  Jefferson  preferred  the 
application  of  a  naval  force.  He  sent  a  small 
squadron  into  the  Mediterranean,  with  orders  (as 
at  the  time  was  understood)  to  capture  the  Tri- 
politan  cruisers,  to  throw  their  guns  overboard, 
and  completely  disarm  them,  and  then  to  let  them 
go  home !  Mr.  Jefferson  is  a  philosopher,  and  thus 
philosophically  was  this  war  commenced.  But 
Congress  had  not  then  authorized  a  war  with 
Tripoli ;  and  the  capturing  and  disarming  of  the 
cruisers  was  represented  as  a  meaisure  of  defence. 
Yet  it  would  seem  reasonable  to  detain,  by  way 
of  indemnity  for  the  wrong,  as  well  as  to  take 
and  disarm  the  vessel  of  the  aggressor.  The  next 
year.  Congress  passed  a  law  authorizing  the  equip- 
ment of  a  naval  armament,  to  be  sent  against 
Tripoli.  Its  operations  were  ineffectual.  The 
next  and  the  next  year,  additional  armaments 
were  equipped ;  and.  finally,  in  the  fifth  year  of 
the  war,  had  the  gallant  Eaton  on  the  land,  ope- 
rating with  a  force  collected  in  Africa,  been  sec- 
onded by  the  vigorous  co-operation  of  the  Navy, 
Tripoli,  if  not  completely  conquered,  would  pro- 
bably have  been  reduced  to  terms  of  submission  ; 
and  such  an  issue  of  the  war,  as  honorable  as 
beneficial  to  the  United  S^tates,  would  have  made 
a  deep  and  lasting  impression  on  all  the  Barbary 
Powers,  favorable  to  the  security  of  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States.  But  this  prospect  was  blast- 
ed in  a  moment.  Our  ships  approached  Tripoli, 
but  not  to  fight.  They  were  under  the  control  of 
Consul-General  Lear,  who  had  powers  to  nego- 
tiate a  peace}  and  after  expending $4,000,000  on 
the  Navy,  (as  stated  bv  a  member  of  the  Senate 
in  his  place,)  during  the  Tripolitan  war,  to  avoid 
paying  a  small  tribute,  or  liberal  present^,  peace 
was  ignominiously  purchased.  Sixty  thousand 
dollars  were  paid  to  the  reigning  Bashaw,  to  re- 
deem the  crew  of  the  Philadelphia  frigate  (strand- 
ed on  his  coast)  who  were  his  prisoners.  Such 
was  the  result  of  so  many  years  expensive  war 
with  that  petty  Power ! 

The  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  continuing  to 
speak  on  the  subject  of  the  Navy,  said  that  Mr. 
Adams  had  expended  above  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars upon  it ;  and  on  the  last  dAj  of  his  existence, 
ordered  all  the  vessels  but  thirteen  to  be  sold. 
How  much  money  was  expended  on  the  Navy, 
under  the  Federal  Administration.  I  do  not  know. 
But  whatever  was  expended,  unaer  the  able  and 
Tigorous  conduct  of  the  Department  by  the  first 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say, 
was  well  laid  out ;  and  he  left  to  his  successor 
ample  stores,  on  which  the  Department  long  after 
aaroisted.  I  remember  that  in  1807,  when,  in 
consequence  of  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake,  an 
alarm  of  war  was  industriously  but  causelessly 


excited,  stores  of  certain  kinds  were  purchased 
and  expenditures  made,  to  the  amount  of  several 
hundred  thousand  dollars, ^thout  any  appropri- 
ation; and  when  application  was  afterwards  made 
to  Congress  to  sanction  the  proceeding,  by  an  ap* 
propriation,  it  was  stated,  on  the  floor  of  the  Sen- 
ate, by  the  brother  of  the  then  Naval  Secretary, 
that  such  ample  provision  of  some  important  arti- 
cles had  been  made  by  the  Federal  Administration, 
that  until  that  time,  (and  six  years  had  elapsed,> 
there  had  been  no  necessity  for  making  any  new- 
purchases.  It  is  true,  that  all  the  armed  vessels, 
excepting  the  thirteen  referred  to  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Louisiana,  were  ordered  to  be  sold,  and 
the  order  was  perfectly  correct.  When,  in  order 
to  protect  our  commerce  against  French  depre- 
dations, Congress  authorized  the  providing,  ex- 
peditiously, of  an  armed  naval  force,  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  purchase  of  the  merchants  a  nnmber 
of  vessels,  the  best  that  could  be  procured  for 
that  service ;  but  these  having  been  constructed 
for  trade  and  not  for  war,  were  not  worth  retain- 
ing, when  the  emergencv  which  called  for  them 
had  passed  away.  And  a  treaty  with  France 
having  put  an  end  to  hostilities,  these  original 
merchant  vessels  were  very  properly  directed  to 
be  sold;  while  the  frigates  and  other  vessels 
which  had  been  built  for  war,  were  directed  to 
be  carefully  preserved  for  future  use. 

The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  having  under- 
taken to  vindicate  the  conduct  of  our  Government 
towards  Spain^  I  beg  leave,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  make 
some  observations  on  the  subject,  without,  at  this 
time,  going  into  long  details. 

At  the  peace  of  1763,  between  England,  France 
and  Spain,  the  whole  country  lyinff  between  the 
British  Atlantic  provinces  and  the  River  Missis- 
sippi (with  the  exception  of  the  island  of  New 
Orleans)  was  ceded,  or  acknowledged  to  beliHig, 
to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  together  with  a 
right  freely  to  navigate  the  river  Mississippi, 
from  its  source  to  the  ocean.  At  the  close  of  oar 
Revolutionary  war,  the  same  country,  and  the 
same  right  to  navigate  the  river  Mississippi^-were 
ceded  to  the  United  States.  But  Spain  possmsed 
the  territories  on  both  sides  of  the  river  Mississip- 
pi, at  and  towards  its  mouth;  and,  commanding 
the  passage,  refused  the  use  of  it  to  the  United 
States.  At  length,  however,  in  October,  1796.  m 
treaty  was  made  with  Spain,  admitting  oar  claim 
to  the  free  navigation  or  the  river  to  the  sea;  and 
at  the  same  time,  a  right  was  obtained  to  use  the 
city  of  New  Orleans  as  a  place  of  deposite  for  our 
productions  to  be  exported^  and  for  all  oar  mer- 
chandise imported,  for  the  use  of  the  Western 
States  and  Territories. 

In  1801-2,  this  free  use  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
the  riffht  of  deposite  at  New  Orleans^  were  inter- 
rupted by  the  Spanish  authority  at  New  Orleans. 
There  was  an  air  of  mystery  in  this  affiur ;  for 
while  the  Spanish  Intendant  of  commerce  cauMd 
this  interruption,  the  Spanish  Governor,  (accord- 
ing to  my  recollection,)  and  the  Spanish  Minister 
to  the  United  States,  were  ignorant,  or  afiected  to 
be  ignorant,  of  the  cause.  But  we  did  not  then 
know  that  Louisiana  had  been  re-gmnted  by  Spain 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1741 


mSTORT  OP  CONaRESS. 


1742 


Fbbsdart,  1814. 


neljoan  BUL 


H.  ofR. 


to  France.  This  woold  hare  solved,  as  it  now 
sokes  the  mystery.  This  retrocession  of  Lou- 
isiana by  Spain  to  France  was  made  by  the  Treaty 
of  Su  lldefonso.  on  the  1st  of  October,  1800.  But 
the  war  with  England  prevented  any  attempt  to 
take  immediate  possession.  During  this  state  of 
suspense,  the  experiment  was  made,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Spanish  faith,  on  the  temper  of  the 
United  States,  and  particularly  of  the  Western 
people,  to  whom  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi was  essential,  by  interrupting  it  in  the 
manner  I  have  mentioned.     There  can  be  no 

fnestlon  that  this  was  done  at  the  instigation  of 
!*ranee;  and  the  Prime  Minister  of  Spain  (Go- 
doy,  Prince  of  Peace)  was  the  tool  of  Bonaparte 
io  mnkiog  the  experiment;  for  Louisiana,  inclu- 
ding the  Isle  of  Orleans,  having  been  transferred 
to  France,  the  Spanish  Grovernment  and  nation 
liad  no  interest,  and  could  have  no  possible  mo- 
tive to  interrupt  the  navigation  of  the  river,  great- 
\j  to  the  injury,  and  with  the  certainty  of  exciting 
tne  resentments  of  the  United  States.  But  the 
interest  of  France  in  this  outrage  is  apparent.  If 
the  General  Gk)vernment  should  forbear  to  vin- 
dicate the  national  rights,  the  Western  peo]^le,  to 
whom  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  is  inais- 
peosable,  woaid  he  left  to  their  own  discretion ; 
and  they  most  either  attempt  to  open  the  naviga- 
tion by  force,  or  consent  to  enjoy  it  on  such  con- 
dittoos  as'  could  be  obtained.  The  principal 
condition  which  France  would  have  offered,  was 
obvioQsly  this:  That  if  they  would  separate  them- 
selves from  the  Atlantic  States,  they  should  en- 
joy,not  only  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  the  right  of  deposite  at  New  Orleans,  but  that 
that  city,  and  all  the  French  ports  in  America, 
and  in  Europe,  should  be  the  open  markets  for 
tbeiV  productions  and  manufactures.  And  thus 
straightened,  there  can  be  little  doubt  as  to  the 
decision  of  the  Western  people ;  they  would  have 
been  constrained  to  have  associated  themselves 
with  the  French  power,  had  it  been  established 
in  Lou'isiana. 

The  peate  concluded  with  Great  Britain  at 
Amiens,  in  the  Autumn  of  1801,  gave  to  France 
the  opportunity  of  equipping  a  naval  and  military 
force — and  the  same  was  accordingly  prepared  to 
take  possession  of  Louisiana.  But  war  between 
France  and  Great  Britain  being  on  the  point  of 
breaking  oot  afresh,  the  French  armament  des- 
tined Cor  Louisiana  was  blockaded  in  the  ports 
of  HoUand,  and  the  project  was  abandoned.  It 
was  in  this  crisis,  that  the  French  Emperor,  want- 
ing money  for  the  renewal  of  the  war,  ana  espe- 
vSdf  being  apprehensive  that  if  Louisiana  re- 
mdned  the  property  of  France,  Great  Britain 
would  take  possession  of  it  for  herself— he  sold 
the  territory  to  the  United  States.  The  British 
GorerttiDent,  though  determined  that  France 
should  not  possess  herself  of  Louisiana,  was  per- 
feetiy  aatisned  with  the  transfer  of  it  to  the  Uni- 
t^  States.  In  addition  to  the  evidence  of  this 
fiiet  ia  possession  of  the  Government.  I  can  state 
that  of  Mr.  Alexander  Baring,  (now  a  member 
ef  the  British  House  of  Commons,)  who  came 
t»  this  ctiy  ia  the  Autumn  of  1803,  after  the  re- 


commencement of  the  war  yvith  France,  to  receive 
the  six  per  cent,  stock,  in  which  eleven  millions 
and  a  quarter  of  dollars  of  the  price  of  Louisiana 
were  to  be  paid ;  the  house  of  Baring  in  London 
having  bargained  with  asents  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment to  take  that  stocx  in  exchange  for  money 
to  be  paid  to  France.  Mr.  Baring's  marriage  and 
former  residence  in  Philadelphia,  had  given  me 
an  opportunity  of  forming  an  acquaintance  with 
him.  Conversing  on  this  affair  of  Louisiana,  I 
asked  him  if  his  Government  (the  British)  had 
no  objection  to  the  transaction  which  furnished 
so  considerable  a  supply  of  money  to  France? 
Far  from  it,  he  answered ;  and  added,  that  the 
British  Government  would  itself  rather  have  paid 
the  whole  purchase  money,  than  have  suffered 
Louisiana  to  go  into  the  possession  of  France. 

The  treaty  for  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  was 
concluded  on  the  30th  of  April,  1803.  It  was  not 
till  the  month  of  June  following,  that  our  Minis- 
ters, Chancellor  Livingston  and  Mr.  Monroe,  ap- 
pear to  have  thought  that  West  Florida  was  com- 
prehended in  the  purchase ;  and  if  it  was  not  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  parties  when  the  treaty 
was  concluded,  it  could  not  be  justly  claimed  bv 
the  United  States.  The  French  Government  al- 
ways denied  that  West  Florida  was  included  in 
the  cession  of  Louisiana ;  and  as  a  conclusive 
proof  of  the  fact  I  will  refer  but  to  one  piece  of 
evidence — the  order  of  the  King  of  Spain  to  his 
officers  at  New  Orleans,  to  deliver  possession  of 
Louisiana  to  France.  This  order  was  dated,  I 
think,  about  the  month  of  October,  1802,  some 
months  before  the  cession  of  that  Territory  to  the 
United  States  was  thought  of,  and  when  the 
French  Emperor  intended  to  take  possession  of 
it  for  himself.  In  this  order,  the  Kins  of  Spain 
directs  that  Louisiana  be  delivered  to  France,  pre- 
cisely as  by  the  treaty  of  1762  it  had  been  ceded, 
and  was  alterwards  delivered  by  France  to  Spain. 
Now,  by  that  treaty,  nothing  was  granted  by 
France  to  Spain,  but  Louisiana  on  the  western  side 
of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  the  Island  of  Orleans, 
which  is  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  river.  And 
what  has  since  been  called  West  Florida,  or  so 
much  of  it  as  had  belonged  to  France  before  the 
peace  of  1763,  was  then  ceded  by  France  to  Great 
Britain,  who  took  and  kept  possession  of  it,  as 
well  as  of  the  rest  of  Florida  which  had  been 
ceded  to  Great  Britain  by  Spain,  until  the  war  of 
our  Revolution ;  and  at  the  peace  of  1783,  the 
Floridas  were  ceded  by  Great  Bntain  to  Spain. 
From  this  short  account  of  the  matter,  the  infer- 
ence is  clea£,  that  the  United  States  have  no  bet- 
ter title  to  West  than  to  East  Florida }  that  is, 
they  have  no  title  at  all.  The  gentleman  from 
Louisiana,  as  an  apology,  I  presume,  for  the  con- 
duct of  our  Government,  spoke  of  the  people  liv- 
ing under  the  Spanish  Government,  in  that  coun- 
try, as  in  a  state  of  vassalage,  in  worse  than 
Egyptian  bonda^^e;  and  yet,  great  numbers  of 
free  American  citizens  had  voluntarily  quitted 
the  United  States,  and  become  Spanish  subjects, 
and  afterwards  rose  in  arms  against  their  patrons 
and  benefactors ! 

The  gentleman  said  that  the  United  States  had 
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done  DO  injury  to  Spain ;  and  intimated  that  it 
wa«  our  '^  sympathy''  for  her,  sufiering  under  the 
attacks  and  oppression  of  the  French  Emperor, 
that  occasioned  the  United  States  to  forbear  so 
long  to  take  possession  of  West  Florida.  Sir,  I 
have  never  been  able  to  discover  the  smallest  to- 
kens of  sympathy  for  Spain  in  the  dominant  party 
in  the  United  States— neither  in  those  who  have 
administered  our  Grovernment,  nor  among  their 
supporters.  On  the  contrary,  every  victory,  and 
«very  advantage  sained  by  the  French  Emperor 
in  Spain,  appeared  to  be  with  them  a  subject  of 
rejoicing.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  regretted 
by  the  same  party,  that  the  Spaniards  had  risen 
in  arms  and  resisted  their  oppressor,  who  had 
treacherously  dethroned  their  Eling  and  usurped 
his  Crown.  I  once  witnessed  an  expression  of 
that  regret  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  because  of 
the  effect  it  would  produce  in  the  United  States! 
And  what  was  that  expected  effect  ?  Obviously 
of  universal  sympathy  amo'ng  a  people  who  had 
taken  arms,  and  endured  the  evils  of  a  war  of 
aeven  years,  to  establish  their  own  independence. 
It  was  natural  to  suppoee  that  such  a  people 
would,  in  their  feelings  at  least,  take  part  with 
the  suffering  SjAniards  whom  the  usurper  was 
attempting  to  bring  under  his  yoke.  Had  such 
feelings  existed,  they  would  have  led  the  people 
to  execrate  the  oppressor,  while  ihey  must  have 
hailed  those  who  flew  to  the  aid  of  the  oppressed ; 
but  they  were  the  English,  whom  the  people  had 
4>een  taught  to  hate,  and  whose  hatred,  it  was 
wished,  for  party  purposes,  to  keep  up  and  aggra- 
Tate.  But  whatever  was  the  cause,  it  is  a  noto- 
rious fact,  that  the  great  body  of  the  American 
ipeople  who  supported  the  Administration  exhib- 
ited no  sign  of  sympathy  for  the  Spanish  patriots, 
nor  any  wish  for  their  success.  Through  the 
treachery  of  the  Spanish  Prime  Minister,  the 
Prince  of  Peaoe,  the  flower  of  the  Spanish  army 
had  been  sent  to  Germany,  to  aid  the  French  in 
making  or  maintaining  tneir  conquests  in  that 
country ;  while  strong  French  armies  were  march- 
ed into  Spain,  and  put  in  possession  of  some  of 
her  strongest  fortresses.  The  Spaniards  being 
thus  betrayed  and  surprised,  the  French  Emperor 
imposed  on  them  his  brother  Joseph  for  their 
King.  It  was  in  this  forlorn  situation  that  the 
Spaniards  had  the  courage  to  rise  and  resist  the 
tyrant.  And  who  that  really  hated  tyrants  and 
tyranny  could  forbear  to  hail  those  generous  spi- 
rits, and  bid  ihem  God  speed  ?  Yet,  they  were 
|iot  thus  hailed  by  the  maiority  of  Americans ! 
Their  chief,  (Mr.  Jefferson;  with  the  coolest  in- 
difference, said  it  was  a  mere  contest  about  the 
Government,  to  decide  whom  the  Spaniards 
should  have  for  their  King !  As  if  it  were  a 
matter  of  indifference  to  any  nation,  whether 
they  should  have  a  chief  ruler  of  their  own  choice, 
of  a  family  to  which  they  had  long  been  attached, 
or  one  whom  a  neighborioff  tyrant  would  impose 
on  them  !  But  the  English  had  taken  the  side  of 
the  Spanish  patriots,  and  sent  an  army  and  sup- 
plies to  aid  them  in  their  gallant  struggles  to 
throw  off  the  French  yoke,  it  was  then  that  the 
French  Emperor  issued  his  insulting  and  blas- 


phemous proclamation  to  the  Spaniards :  **  I  will 

*  soon  (said  he)  chase  from  the  reninsula  the  En- 
'  ^rlisfa  army,  who  have  been  sent  to  Spain,  not  for 
'  your  aid,  but  to  influence  you  with  a  false  cenfi- 

<  dence.  and  to  mislead  you."  And  he  thus  eon- 
eludes  his  proclamation  :  ''  But  if  all  my  efforts 
'  are  ineffectual,  and  if  I  find  you  unworthy  of  my 

<  confidence,  I  will  treat  you  as  conquered  pror- 
^  inces.  and  place  my  brother  on  another  throne. 
'  I  will  put  the  crown  of  Spain  on  my  own  head  ; 

*  I  will  be  respected  even  by  the  worst.  For  Qod 

*  has  given  me  the  power  and  the  disposition  ne- 
'  cessary  to  surmount  all  obstacles !" 

The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  (as  another  ex- 
cuse for  the  conduct  of  our  Government,  in  pos- 
sessing itself  of  one  Spanish  province,  and  for 
more  than  contemplating  the  taking  possession  of 
another)  said  the  Spaniards  had  attempted  to  cor- 
rupt the  people  of  our  Western  country.  Sir, 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  this  intrigue  also, 
like  that  for  shuttins  up  the  Mississippi,  origina- 
ted with  the  French  Government.  As  early  as 
February,  1797,  the  American  Commissioner,  Mr. 
Ellicott,  having  arrived  at  Natchez,  was  infi>rmed 
that  Louisiana  was  to  be  ceded  by  Spain  to  France. 
This  appears  in  the  journal  of  Mr.  EUicottj  who 
was  employed  by  the  United  States  to  join  the 
Commissioners  of  Spain,  to  run  the  boundary 
line  between  the  territories  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Spanish  provinces  of  the  Floridas,  from 
the  Mississippi  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  For  more 
than  a  year,  the  Spanish  officers  at  Natchez  and 
New  Orleans  interposed  delays,  on  the  most  friv- 
olous pretences;  and  contrary  to  the  positive  stip- 
ulations of  the  treaty  of  1795  with  the  United 
States.  This  conduct  of  the  Spanish  officers  ap- 
peared unaccounfable  at  the  time ;  but  suppose 
only  a  French  intri|gue  (and  Spain,  in  1797,  was 
in  close  alliance  with  France,  and  almost  abso- 
lutely at  her  devotion)  and  all  difficulty  vaa- 
ishes.(ll) 

Permit  me  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  make  a  few 
observations  on  the  transactions  in  East  Floiidau 
Everybody  knows  that  Congress  passed  a  law 
authorizing  the  President  to  take  possession  of  it, 
in  case  any  other  Power  should  attempt  to  do  it. 
But  no  such  attempt  being  made,  there  could  be 
no  pretence,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  for  march- 
ing troops  into  East  Florida.  Yet  troops  of  the 
United  States  were  marched  to  the  neighborhood 
of  St.  Augustine,  in  some  sort  beleaguring  it  a 
year  or  more ;  and  certainly  by  their  position,  if 
not  actively,  countenanciiig  the  body  of  men 
there  calling  themselves  "patriots,"  who  were  iu 
arms  against  the  Spanish  Government.  Prior  to 
this,  however.  General  Matthews  (unquestionably 
employed  by  our  Administration)  had  entered 
East  rlorida,  and  with  these  self-styled  patriots 
(five-sixths  of  them,  as  I  am  informed,  mhalnt- 
ants  of  Georgia)  had  taken  forcible  possession  of 
the  Spanish  island  of  Amelia.  Here  there  was 
a  curious  coincidence  of  naval  aid,  by  our  gun- 
boats, under  the  command  of  Commodore  Camp- 
bell. I  remember  seeing  a  letter  with  bis  signa- 
ture, Tas  published  in  the  newspapers,)  ia  wmch, 
as  well  as  I  recollect,  in  answer  to  an  application 
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of  the  "  patriou"  for  bis  assislftoe*,  lie  expressed 
a  aeoUmeDt  of  this  kind—"  that,  although  he  had 
no  orders  from  his  GoFernment,  he  would  be  al- 
wajs  reftdy  to  render  his  aid  in  the  eaose  of  lib- 
erty.'' Mentioning  this  letter  to  the  gentleman 
from  Charleston^  to  whom  I  have  once  before  al- 
lnded,aDd  who  is  known  to  the  honorable  Speak- 
er, and  expressing  my  opinion  that  no  officer  of 
the  United  States  would  dare  to  carry  his  arms 
against  the  territory  of  a  nation  with  whom  we 
were  at  peace,  without  some  kind  of  authority 
from  tbe  QoTernment  (0  countenance  the  act; 
remarking,  too,  that  a  law  existed  making  it  high- 
ly penal  for  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  to 
form  such  an  expedition;  the  gentleman  from 
Charleston  answered  to  this  eSect:  "Perhaps 
'  Commodore  Campbell's  letter  from  tbe  Govern- 
'  menc  was  like  the  one  received,  at  that  time, 
'  TtUtiag  to  the  East  Florida  business,  by  Lieu- 
'  tenant  Gadsden,  who  then  commanded  a  small 
'  armed  vessel  of  tbe  United  States  at  Charleston. 
'Lieutenant  Gkidsden,  not  knowing  what  con- 
'  siruction  to  put  upon  the  letter,  carried  it  to  the 
'  district  attorney  of  the  United  States,  a  gentle- 
'  man  well  known  for  his  legal  talents.  The  dis- 
^  trlct  attorney,  having  read  it,  told  Lieutenant 
'  Gadsden  that  if  he  should  go  with  his  vessel  to 
'  Bast  Florida  his  orders  would  justify  him ;  and 
'  if  he  did  not  go,  they  would  also  justif^r  him !" 

In  addition  to  all  this,  sir,  I  have  received  in- 
formatioB  on  which  I  rel]^  that  Gieneral  Mat- 
thew^ when  on  his  way  to  East  Florida,  received 
about  ten  thousand  doUarson  accountof  the  United 
States  at  Charleston,  and  additional  sums  at  Sa- 
Tannahf  to  enable  him  to  prosecute  the  revolution 
and  invasion  of  that  provmce.  Further  stiU,  sir, 
I  ean  positivelv  assert,  that  besides  these  opera- 
tions on  the  Atlantic  coast,  it  was  intended  to 
take  possession  of  Pensacola ;  and  that,  for  this 
purpose,  Colonel  Hawkins,  the  United  States' 
agent  with  the  Creek  nation,  was  desired  to  ob- 
tun  their  permission  to  march  the  troops  through 
tbinr  country .(12^  And  yet  the  gentleman  from 
Looitiana  has  told  us,  that  our  Government  had 
Bo  disposition  to  do  any  injury  to  Spain !  But  as 
iigiines,  and  serious  ones,  too,  apparent  to  all  the 
world,  nad  been  committed  against  Spain,  in  the 
miwarrantableacts  of  our  Government  in  relation 
to  tbe  Floridas,  it  was  necessary  to  find  some 
apdogf  for  them ;  and  hence  the  mention  of  the 
deprcStttions  committed  by  the  armed  vessels  of 
Spain  on  our  commerce,  to  the  amount  of  some 
millions  <^  dollars,  for  which  no  indemnity  has 
yet  been  paid.  I  have  already  explained  this  mat- 
ter, and  shown  it  to  have  arisen  from  an  act  of 
out  own  Government,  in  coupling  with  this  de- 
mand another  for  indemnity  for  French  spolia- 
UoBs  eonsommated  in  Spanish  ports,  but  for 
whieb,  in  the  actual  state  of  things  at  the  time, 
Spain  was  not,  in  equity,  responsible ;  the  power 
01  France  beiiig  then  ascendant,  and  eontroUiog 
all  Sptaish  measures. 

The  gentleman  from  Louisiana  suffered  his 
imagination  to  be  alarmed  with  the  idea  of  Apos- 
tible  invasion  of  the  United  States  by  Great  Brit- 
ain, who,  he  said,  migbt  subsidize   Hessians, 


Brunarwickers,  and  Ruasians.  Sir,  the  Britith 
Government  is  too  wise  to  think  of  so  idle  a  pro- 
ject, as  an  invasion  for  the  purpose  of  holding  any 
part  of  the  United  States.  And  were  we  even  to 
make  her  a  tender  of  our  independence,  again  to 
become  her  colonies,  she  would  not  accept  the  offisr. 
She  knows,  as  every  man  must  know,  that  with 
our  rapidly  increasing  population,  which  in  the 
lapse  of  a  few  years  will  equal  her  own,  we  could 
not  long  be  kept  in  subjection ;  and  hence  would 
appear  the  folly  of  accepting  it  if  tendered.  In 
respect  to  the  United  States,  Great  Britain  de- 
sires only  peace  and  liberal  commerce,  which  «fae 
well  knows  how  to  appreciate,  but  which  bless- 
ings at  this  time  are  of  immensely  greater  im- 
portance to  us  than  to  her. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Fobbtth,) 
in  mentioning  the  opposition  of  the  minority  to 
the  loan  bill,  and  other  wAr  measures,  ascribed  it 
to  their  ^'malignant  prejudice." 

[Mr.  Forsyth  rose  to  explain,  and  said  he  did 
not  mean  to  comprehend  generally  the  party  in 
opposition  to  the  Government,  but  some  cmly,  or 
a  lew.] 

Well,  sir,  I  do  not  see  that  I  am  excepted  in 
this  explanation.  The  gentleman's  remark  hav- 
ing been  made  in  this  House,  must  be  considered 
as  applicable  to  some  at  least  of  its  members. 
But,  sir,  my  character  is  not  to  be  affected  by  any 
such  charges ;  for  (and  slandered  as  I  bare  been, 
1  trust  I  shall  be  excused  for  eaying)  it  stands  on 
the  rock  of  integrity  and  truth,  and  not  all  the 
powers  of  Democracv  and  Hell  can  shake  it. 

<<  Unhallowed  ambition  (said  the  gentleman) 
sits  upon  their  bosom,  stiflins  reason,  and  subduing 
the  better  feelings  of  the  heart!"  And  then  in 
the  language,  but  not  with  the  tone  of  lamenta- 
tion and  regret,  added— *^  They  mnst  die  in  their 
sins— unannointed  and  unannealed !"  Sir,  to  this 
gentleman,  and  to  all  others  who  hold  the  same 
sentiments,  I  will  content  myself  with  applying 
the  words  of  Job  to  his  upbraiding  friends-^"  No 
doubt  ye  are  the  tiien,  and  wisdom  shall  die  with 
yott." 

The  gentleman's  colleague,  (Mr.  Cutsbbrt,) 
who  spoke  before  him,  and  who  has  so  lately 
taken  a  seat  in  this  House  that  I  had  not  seen 
him  before,  rose  and  spoke  on  the  same  side  of 
the  question ;  and  with  extreme  vehemence**- 
with  apparent  fire  and  fury — but  on  taking  a 
chair  nearer  to  him  I  found  that,  in  the  midst  of 
the  storm,  his  face  wore  a  benignant  etnile.  Thb 
gentleman,  (Mr.  C.)  candidly  uttered  a  truth 
more  important  than  any  I  have  heard  from  the 
same  side  of  the  House.  He  said,  "  Great  Britain 
has  rescued  tbe  nations  of  Europe."  Yes,  sir. 
when  those  nations  had  been  subdned,  or  awed 
into  submission  by  the  power  of  France,  Britain, 
undismayed,  persevered  in  her  mighty  efforts  to 
restore  them  to  their  independence ;  and  in  the 
(glorious  result  has  proved  herself  to  have  been 
justly  entitled  "  The  world's  last  hope.^^ 

But  the  gentleman  from  Geoma,  to  whom  I 
have  repeatedly  alluded,  (Mr.  Fobstth,)  said 
that  Great  Britain  was  not  ^hting  for  tiie  liber- 
ties of  the  world ;  that  we  errad  in  ascribing  to 
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her  the  safety  of  Da(ioD« — and  asked,  what  io- 
flueoce  had  the  mighty  navy  of  Qreat  Britain  in 
deciding  the  battle  of  Moscow  ?  What  in  gain- 
ing the  victory  of  the  allies  at  Leipsic  1  Sir,  if  I 
had  heard  these  questions  asked  anywhere  bat  on 
the  floor  of  this  House,  I  should  hare  said  they 
were  very  shallow  questions.  The  British  fleet, 
it  is  true,  could  not  sail  on  the  plains  of  Moscow, 
nor  navigate  a  branch  of  the  river  Elbe  at  Leip- 
sic. But  when  the  nations  of  the  Continent  had 
sunk  under  the  arms  of  France,  Britain,  fighting 
for  her  existence,  successfully  maintained  the 
combat.  She  did  much  more.  With  her  fleets 
commanding  on  th^  seas  she  transported  her  ar- 
mies to  Portugal — encouraged  and  taug^ht  her  in- 
habitants to  fight,  and,  with  their  united  force, 
defeated  and  expelled  the  armies  of  France.  Por- 
tugal redeemed,  the  British  and  Portuguese  enter- 
ed  Spain,  uniting  theirs  with  the  Spanish  arms, 
to  deliver  that  country  also  from  the  yoke  of 
France ;  and  this,  too,  after  years  of  hard  fightintr 
has  been  accomplished;  the  fleets  of  Britain  all 
the  time  transporting  strong  reinforcements  of 
troops,  and  stores  of  all  kinds,  alike  indispensable 
and  iinmense,  for  such  great  and  long  continued 
operations.  The  fleets  of  Britain  also,  still  com- 
manding on  the  seas,  compelled  her  enemy  to 
transport  slowly  and  expensively,  by  land,  every- 
thing requisite  for  his  projected  conquest  of  Rus- 
sia, and  the  maiptenance  and  relief  of  the  fortified 
places  accessible  by  water.  But  still  further— 
the  fleets  of  Britain  gave  scope  for  the  exercise 
of  the  unconquerable  spirit  and  the  energies  of 
her  people  in  those  great  enterprises,  which,  by 
their  example  and  effects,  kept  alive,  or  rekindled 
in  the  nations  of  Europe,  the  spirit  to  resist,  and 
finally  to  overthrow  the  universal  tyrant. 

The  same  gentleman  asked,  for  what  were  the 
Spanish  patriots  contending?  And  he  answered, 
it  was  to  determine  who  should  be  their  master, 
Bonaparte  or  Bourbon;  adding,  that  to  us  it  was 
in^material  whether  Joseph  or  Ferdinand  ruled 
Spain.  And  was  it  indeed  a  matter  of  indiffer- 
ence to  us  and  to  the  world,  whether  Bonaparte 
added  another  kingdom  to  his  European  domin- 
ions, and  that  kingdom  Spain,  with  her  immense 
territories  and  resources  in  both  the  Indies  ?  For 
who  does  not  know  that,  with  his  brother  Joseph 
on  the  Spanish  throne,  the  French  Emperor 
would  have  commanded  him  and  all  his  subjects  ? 

The  same  gentleman  from  Georgia  also  asked, 
whether  the  minority  did  not  expect  that  indem- 
nities would  have  been  demandea  of  France,  for 
aH  the  injuries  we  had  sustained  from  the  execu- 
tion of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees?  And  then 
adffirmed  that  such  indemnities  would  have  been 
demanded,  although  the  eagles  of  Bonaparte  had 
been  erected  on  the  walls  of  Moscow !  So,  sir, 
in  the  words  of  the  poet,  often  quoted,  you  may 
^  call  up  spirits  from  the  vasty  deep" — but  will 
they  come  when  called  ?  Sir,  the  President  him- 
self, who  has  80  often  mentioned  the  just  expec- 
tations— the  authorized  expectations— of  such  in- 
demnities, cannot  expect  any  will  be  obtained. 
General  Armstrong,  when  our  Minister  in  France, 
having  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Madison  mentioned  the 


enormous  spoliations  of  American  property,  p«r- 
ttcularlv,  I  think,  under  the  Rambouillet  decree, 
declared,  "  that  their  very  magnitude  forbade  all 
Hope  of  restoration."  Sir,  there  is  not  a  member 
of  this  House,  that  sets  any  value  on  his  reputa- 
tion as  a  man  of  sense,  who  will  expose  himself 
to  ridicule,  by  saying  that  he  expects  France  will 
give  indemnities  for  her  immense  depredatioaa 
on  our  commerce — which  amount  to  at  lean 
thirty  millions  of  dollars.  Mr.  Chairman  I  will 
notice  but  one  thing  more  which  fell  from  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia :  He  said  he  would  con- 
tinue the  war  an  hundred  years,  rather  than  sub- 
ject American  seamen  to  impressment !  Sir,  with- 
out questioning  the  profound  wisdom  of  this  sen- 
timent, I  will  barely  remark,  that  were  the  war 
to  be  continued  but  for  a  small  portion  only  of 
that  period,  we  should  have  neither  ships  nor  sea- 
men ;  a  consummation,  as  I  have  before  observed, 
undoubtedly  corresponding  with  the  wishes  of 
Mr.  Jefferson  and  his  genuine  disciples. 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  course  of  the  debates  on 
the  Loan  bill,  some  gentleman  spoke  of  the  Rjis- 
sian  mediation,  on  which  I  had  publicly  written 
stating  that  the  Russian  Minister,  Mr.  Dasehkofl^ 
had  made  an  offer  of  it  without  orders  from  his 
Gk)vernment;  whereas  it  now  appeared,  from  the 
documents  lately  communicated  by  the  Fresident, 
that  Mr.  Daschkoff  was  instructed  to  ofkt  the 
mediation  of  his  master,  the  Emperor  Alexander, 
to  effect  a  peace  between  the  United  States  aoa 
Great  Britain ;  and  the  gentleman  expressed  his 
expectation  that  my  candor  would  induce  me  to 
acknowledge  I  had  been  in  an  error.  Sir,  I  shall 
never  hesitate,  on  proper  evidence,  to  confess  an 
error ;  but  in  this  case  I  have  nothing  to  retract. 
I  publicly  announced,  that  my  whole  statement 
rested  on  the  information  I  had  received — but  re- 
ceived from  a  gentleman  on  whose  correctness  I 
relied.  And,  sir,  I  still  think  the  reliance  ^vas 
just.  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  a  verbal  offer  was 
made  without  instructions,  and  rejected.  The 
gentleman's  information,  as  I  stated  it,  came  down 
to  the  6th  of  March,  1813;  to  which  Mr.  Dasch- 
koff had  received  no  instructions.  And  within  a 
few  days  I  have  learnt,  very  accidentally,  though 
from  an  authentic  source,  that  it  was  on  the  same 
6th  of  March,  and  I  understand  on  the  evening  of 
that  day,  the  despatches,  containing  Mr.  Dasch- 
koff's  instructions,  came  to  his  hands ;  and  on  the 
8th  of  March  he  tendered  the  mediation  in  a  let- 
ter to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Here,  sir,  give  me  leave  to  notice  the  advan- 
tage attempted  to  be  taken  by  different  gentlemen, 
of  one  expression  in  Mr.  DaschkoflPs  letter,  to 
justify  our  Grovernment  in  declaring  war.  Mr. 
Daschkoff  says — ^*His  Majesty,  who  takes  pleas- 
'  ure  in  doing  justice  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Gov- 

*  ernment  of  the  United  States  of  America,  is 
'  convinced  that  it  has  done  all  that  it  could  do  to 

*  prevent  this  rupture."  If,  sir,  such  a  sentiment 
be  expressed  in  Mr.  Daschkoff's  instructions  from 
his  Government,  it  must  be  viewed  as  one  of 
those  diplomatic  compliments  which  mean  no- 
thing; and  which,  if  taken  seriously  by  any  dip- 
lomatist of  any  experience,  would  render  him 
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lidiealoos.    Aod  onquestioubly  an  eqsal  com- 

gimeot,  wbatetrer  it  might  be.  was  paid  to  the 
ritish  as  to  the  Amertcao  Government.    But 
ecrtainly  the  Russian  Government  couldmot  have 
expected  that  either  would  have  been  published 
to  tbe  world.     And  if  we  suppo^se  the  sentiment 
was  expressed  to  the  American  Government,  ex- 
clesivelv,  we  most  also  suppose  that  the  Emperor 
Alexaniier  was  willing  to  charge  the  Government 
of  his  distinguished  ally,  Great  Britain,  with  a 
conduct  directly  opposite  to  that  of  the  American 
GoTemment;  that  is,  as  persisting  in  claims  un- 
reasonal^e  and  unjust~a  supposition  not  easily 
to  be  admitted,  because  the  imputation  is  grossly 
afiCrontive  to  Great  Britain.     But,  after  all,  (as 
drowning  men  will  catch  at  straws.)  of  what 
Talne  is  ibe  sentiment,  if  really  expressed  in  Mr. 
DasebkoflPs  instructions?    What  does  the  Em- 
peror Alexander  know  of  the  meriu  of  the  con- 
-Crovecsy,  which,  for  so  many  years,  has  been  kept 
up  between  our  own  and  tbe  British  Grovern- 
Bent?    Who  can  be  weak  enough  to  imagine, 
thai,  amidst  the  cares  of  his  vast  empire,  he  has 
fpeat  any  time  in  examining  the  many  volumes 
of  letters  and  other  documents  which  have  been 
written  and  jmblit bed  on  this  subject  ?  The  num- 
ber even  or  American  citizens  who  have  read 
tkem.  with  the  critical  attention  requisite  to  the 
formiag  of  a  correct  opinion,  is  very  small ;  nor 
is  it  credible  that  the  Russian  Minister  of  State, 
CooBt  Romanzow,  was  sufficiently  acquainted 
with  tbe  controversy  to  have  pronounced  such  a 
dd^tive  opinion.  And,  theretore,  if  he  did  enter- 
tain that  opinion,  it  must  have  been  formed  on 
tbe  information  given  him  on  one  side  of  the 
qnesiion  by  Mr.  Adams;  a  circumstance,  if  true, 
that  would  show  how  ill  qualified  was  the  Rus- 
sian Minister  of  State  to  act,  in  the  name  of  the 
Eaperor.  the  part  of  a  mediator.    The  case  was 
amply  tliis :   The  Emperor  knew  that  war  had 
taken  place  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  and  was  Mlicitous  to  effect  a  reconcilia- 
tion, becanse  he  wished  for  the  uninterrupted  and 
vadimioished  aid  of  his  great  ally,  in  the  com- 
mon eaose  of  Europe,  against  the  dangerous  power 
of  Prance ;  and  at  the  same  time  that  his  sub- 
jects, who   had  been  long  suffering  under  the 
French  Emperor's  continental  system,  might  en- 
joy all  the  benefits  of  a  free  communication  with 
tbe  United  States. 

By  tbe  papers  communicated  about  the  Rus- 
sian mediation,  it  appears  that  the  British  Minis- 
ter at  St.  Petersburg  offered  to  give  a  passport  to 
an  American  vessel,  to  proceed  to  the  United 
Btates  with  the  despatches  of  Mr.  Adams,  and 
ibose  of  tbe  Russian  Government  containing  tbe 
offer  of  its  mediation,  provided  tbe  vessel  should 
toocb  in  England;  a  condition  with  which,  Mr. 
Adams  mys,  '*he  did  not  think  it  suitable  to  com- 

ey."  Why  it  was  not  suitable  is  not  intimated. 
ad  tbe  vessel  been  despatched,  and  touched  in 
England,  she  mt^ht  have  brought  with  her  tbe 
deeisioo  of  the  British  Government,  not  to  accept 
tbe  niediation,  and  thus  have  prevented  tbe  use- 
kai  mission  to  Russia,  and  the  delay,  for  near  a 
year,  of  meaaores  for  a  direct  negotiation  to  pat 


an  end  to  tbe  war,  if  that  was  really  desired. 
There  are  many  other  topics,  Mr.  ChairmaiL 
which  have  been  introduced  into  this  debate,  and 
which  1  intended  to  notice;  but,  weary  of  the 
subject,  I  shall  pass  them  by,  and  conclude  with 
a  few  observations  on  tbe  Army  and  Navy  i^ 
the  United  States,  as  employed  in  the  present 
war. 

In  the  debate  on  the  bill  for  filling  tbe  ranks  of 
tbe  Army,  in  order  to  continue  the  war,  one  rea- 
son assigned,  was,  ^^  to  redeem  the  military  char- 
acter of  tbe  country."  Sir,  I  do  not  think  it  needs 
redemption ;  I  mean,  that  I  do  not  think  our  coun- 
try disgraced.  The  like  materials  for  an  army 
exist  as  in  tbe  time  of  our  Revolutionary  war. 
But,  soldiers  are  not  formed  in  a  day.  New  offi- 
cers and  new  men  require  much  and  long  instruc- 
tion. Soldiers  taken  from  the  tranquil  walks  of 
civil  life  must  pass  through  a  course  of  strict 
discipline,  and  be  gradually  inured  to  dangers,  to 
acquire  the  steadiness  necessary  to  meet,  on  equal 
terms,  the  regular  troops  of  an  enemy.  The  uni- 
form exercise  of  tbe  musket  is  the  easiest  part 
that  soldiers  have  to  learn.  To  march,  to  wheel, 
to  change  their  positions  as  the  scenes  of  action 
change,  and  yet  preserve  their  order,  are  the  dif- 
ficult paru  of  duty.  If  without  such  essential 
preparation  our  troops  have  been  led  into  action, 
disasters  were  to  have  been  expected. 

Entirely  different  is  our  Naval  war.  There, 
both  officers  and  men  have  already  learnt  to  march 
on  the  mountain  wave,  and  their  minds  are  famil- 
iar with  danger— with  the  perils  of  storms  and 
tempests — that  would  appal  the  hearts  of  lands- 
men. They  are  also,  as  seamen,  perfectly  skilled 
in  all  the  movements  and  manoeuvres  rendered 
necessary  by  changes  of  tbe  wind  or  the  condoct 
of  the  enemy ;  and  nearly  all  they  want  besides, 
at  the  breaking  out  of  war,  is  to  learn  the  exer- 
cise of  cannon— a  work  of  ten  or  fifteen  days. 
Hence  it  was,  that  very  early  after  the  commence- 
ment of  tbe  war  of  our  Revolution,  our  armed 
vessels  met  those  of  the  enemy  on  equal  terms, 
reckoning  man  for  man,  and  gun  for  gun.  And, 
for  myself,  I  wanted  no  new  proofs  of  our  ability 
to  meet  an  equal  enemy  on  the  seas.  That,  in 
the  encounters  which  have  happened  in  the  pres- 
ent war,  a  superiority  has  appeared  on  the  side  of 
the  American  armed  vessels,  is  not  surprising, 
when  it  is  considered,  that  by  the  war,  nearly  all 
our  seamen  were  thrown  out  of  employment — 
the  declaration  of  war  having  put  an  end  to  our 
fisheries,  and  almost  annihilated  our  mercantile 
navigation — whence  it  happened  that  our  naval 
officers  had  it  in  their  power  to  man  their  vessels 
with  a  superior  class  of  sailors.  The  enemy,  on 
the  other  hand,  manning  thousands  of  merchant 
vessels,  and  many  hundred  vessels  of  war,  bad 
their  choice  of  seamen  lessened.  For  a  long  time, 
too,  they  had  been  almost  without  an  enemy  on 
the  ocean ;  and  their  only  enemy  there,  they  had 
been  accustomed  almost  uniformly  to  bea^  and 
consequently  to  despise.  Hence,  they  bad  grown 
over-confident  and  careless— circumstances  which, 
even  when  the  forces  should  be  equal,  could  hardly 
fail  to  produce  defeat  and  di8grace.(13) 
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Noie8  by  Mr,  Pickering. 

(1)  The  blockade  from  the  river  Elbe  to  Brest. 

On  the  16th  of  May,  1806,  the  British  Government 
issued  an  order  declaring  the  coast,  rivers,  and  ports, 
from  the  river  Elbe  to  the  port  of  Brest,  to  be  in  a  state 
of  blockade.  The  practicability  of  such  a  blockade  has 
been  denied  by  our  Government ;  but,  since  nearly  the 
whole  of  our  own  coast,  of  much  greater  extent,  has 
been  actually  blockaded  by  the  British,  the  practica- 
bility of  the  former  ought  no  longer  to  be  doubted.  It 
is  notorious,  that  if  one  of  our  merchant  vessels,  and 
even  our  public  armed  vessels,  get  out  or  in,  without 
encountering  the  British  ships,  it  is  for  the  most  part 
owing  to  their  superior  sailing.  But  the  fact  is,  and 
our  Government  well  knew  that  by  the  order  of  the 
16th  of  May,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment to  open,  not  to  shut,  the  ports  from  Elbe  to 
Brest,  (excepting  a  small  part  of  them  from  Ostend  to 
the  river  Seine,  already  in  a  state  of  strict  and  rigorous 
blockade,)  so  ai  to  allow  neutrals  to  carry  on  what  has 
been  called  the  colonial  trade  with  those  ports.  This 
waf  clearly  the  intention  of  the  British  Government 
by  the  terms  of  the  order  itself;  and  so  Mr.  Monroe 
understood  it.  In  his  letter  of  May  17,  1806,  to  Mr. 
Madison,  he  says : 

"Early  this  morning,  I  received  from  Mr.  Fox  a 
note,  a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  which  you  will  per- 
ceive embraces  explicitly  a  principal  subject  depending 
between  our  Governments,  though  in  rather  a  singular 
mode.  The  note  is  couched  in  terms  of  restraint,  and 
professes  to  extend  the  blockade  further  than  was  here- 
tofore done ;  nevertheless,  it  takes  it  from  many  ports 
already  blockaded ;  indeed,  from  all  east  of  Ostend  and 
west  of  the  Seine,  except  in  articles  contraband  of  war 
and  enemies'  property,  which  are  seizable  without  a 
blockade.  And,  in  like  form  of  exception,  considering 
every  enemy  as  one  Power,  it  admits  the  trade  of  neu- 
trals, within  the  same  limit,  to  be  free,  in  the  produc- 
tions of  enemies*  colonies,  in  every  but  the  direct  route 
between  the  colony  and  the  parent  country." 

With  this,  not  only  Mr.  Monroe,  but  our  Adminis- 
tration appeared  satisfied,  until,  for  the  purpose  of 
criminating  Great  Britain  and  favoring  France,  it  was 
made  a  subject  of  complaint  against  the  former,  and 
offered  as  an  apology  for  the  latter  in  issuing  the  Ber- 
lin decree. 

(2)  Mr.  Madison's  letter  of  May  22,  1807,  to  Gen- 
eral Armstrong,  in  Paris.  After  mentioning  the  ne- 
cessity of  orders  to  French  cruisers,  to  prevent  their 
capturing  our  vessels,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the 
Berlin  decree,  Mr.  Madison  adds — "  There  are  proofs 
that  the  West  India  privateers  have,  under  color  of  the 
edict,  committed  depredations  which  will  constitute 
just  claims  of  redress  from  their  Government.'' 

(3)  The  marine  ordinance  of  France,  issued  by 
Louis  XIV,  in  1794,  in  amelioration  of  former  rules, 
and  re-enacted  by  Louis  XV  in  1744,  with  some  alter- 
ations to  conform  the  ordinance  to  certain  treaties, 
contains  the  following  regulation  : 

«*  Article  VI.  Vessels  belonging  to  subjects  of  neu- 
tral States,  which  shall  depart  from  the  ports  of  a  State 
tbe  enemy  of  His  Majesty,  and  there  have  tdcen  their 
lading,  in  whole  or  in  part,  to  go  to  the  States  of  any 
other  Prince  than  their  own,  whether  allied  to  His  Ma- 
jesty, neutral,  or  enemy,  may  be  stopped  and  bronght 
into  his  kingdom,  and  shall  be  dechtred  good  prise  with 
their  lading,  even  although  laden  on  account  of  the 
subjects  of  His  Majesty,  or  of  an  allied  or  neutral 
Sute." 


(4)  Such  an  arming,  vigorously  conducted,  iort  the 
protection  of  our  commerce,  would  have  saved  thirty 
millions  of  dollars  in  property,  belonging  to  our  mer- 
chants, seized,  taken,  and  confiscated  by  the  French 
Emperor  and  his  allies  subsequent  to  his  Berlin  decree. 
And,  b^  such  resistance,  we  should  also  have  pretont- 
ed  the  issuing  of  the  British  Orders  in  Ck>uncil  of  No- 
vember, 1807 ;  under  the  operation  of  which,  ▼easeU 
and  merchandise  to  a  large  amount  have  been  lost  to 
our  merchants. 

In  February,  1811,  I  requested  the  late  Thomas 
Fitzsimons,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  one  of  the  beet  in- 
formed merchants  in  the  United  States,  to  give  me  his 
opinion  of  the  amount  of  losses  sustained  bj  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  from  French  captures,  sei- 
zures, and  confiscations.  He  answered,  ^  I  think  the 
amount  would  exceed  fifty  millions  of  dollars."  Then 
mentioning  the  treaty  concluded  with  France  on  the 
30th  of  September,  1800,  (Bonaparte  then  First  Con- 
sul,) in  which  all  claims  of  our  merdiants  fot  spolia- 
tions on  their  commerce,  up  to  that  time,  were  refin- 
quished,  Mr.  Fitzsimons  says,  <<the  universal  opinion 
was  that  the  treaty  abandoned  claims  for  unjust  c^ 
tures  to  the  amount  of  twenty  millions  of  doUua."  He 
then  adds,  **  The  late  seizures  in  Italy,  Holland,  Ant- 
werp, dec,  (all  places  under  the  control  of  the  French 
Emperor,)  and  the  late  reprisals,  as  they  are  called, 
(under  the  Emperor's  peculiarly  iniquitous  Rambenfl- 
let  decree,)  certainly  exceed  thirty  millions,  independ- 
ently of  the  property  now  in  jeopardy  in  the  NorUi  of 
Europe." 

The  above  mentioned  claims  were  abandoned,  be- 
cause there  was  hardly  a  distant  hope  that  the  French 
Government  would  ever  pay  to  our  citizens  the  twenty 
millions  of  dollars,  of  which,  in  the  captures  of  their 
vessels  and  merchandise,  they  had  been  desp<^ed  by 
French  cruisers ;  and  because,  in  consideration  of  that 
abandonment,  the  French  Government  renounced  Hs 
pretensions  to  have  the  old  treaties  revived,  especially 
the  entangling  treaty  of  alliance. 

As  to  losses  sustained  by  our  merchants  attempCiBg 
to  carry  on  trade  with  France,  and  her  allies  and  de- 
pendencies, in  contravention  of  British  regulations, 
Mr.  Fitzsimons  says,  **  It  may  not  be  unusefril  te  add 
here,  that,  as  respects  British  captures,  thej  were  toij 
large  in  amount ;  but,  that  above  four-fifrhs  of  the  con- 
demnations made  in  the  vice-admiralty  courts  were  re- 
versed upon*  the  appeals.  Nevertiieless,  owing  to  the 
sacrifice  by  sales  of  the  property,  and  the  ezoihikant 
charges  of  the  officers,  the  recoveries  seldom  ezoeedod 
one  half  of  the  actual  value.*' 

(5)  It  is  in  a  case  of  this  kind  that  the  opinitm  of 
the  celebrated  Bynkershoek,  on  maritime  law,  may  be 
introduced.  He  says,  "  But  if  we  take  for  our  gnide 
Nature,  that  great  teacher  of  the  law  of  nations,  we 
shall  find  that  everything  is  lawful  against  an  enemy 
as  such.*'  If  ever  this  principle  was  applicable,  in  its 
most  extensive  sense,  it  was  in  the  actuu  foriom  situ- 
ation of  Great  Britain,  and  the  hopeless  condition  of 
the  Continent,  at  the  time  here  referred  to. 

(6)  The  grounds  on  which  these  Orders  in  Council 
were  issued,  are  stated,  in  their  preamble,  to  be  the 
establishing  of  an  unprecedented  system  of  warftre 
against  Great  Britain,  and  aimed  especially  at  the  de- 
struction of  her  commerce  and  resources,  by  the  Berfin 
decree,  whrch  declared  the  British  islands  to  be  in  a 
state  of  blockade ;  thereby  suUecting  to  capture  and 
condemnation  all  vesseb,  with  their  cargoes,  wfaioh 
should  continue  to  trade  wilh  the  British  dominions; 
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ud  prohibiting  all  tndiDg  in  Bnglith  aerchandiie, 
whics,  whether  coining  from  her  colonies  or  mmnafiu> 
tores,  wss  dedsred  lawful  prize.  That  the  nations  in 
alBanrft  with  France^  and  under  her  control,  were  re- 
qoired  to  gire,  and  had  given*  and  continued  to  give, 
efied  to  that  decree ;  that  the  Order  in  Council,  of 
Jazraary  7, 1807,  was  isnied  either  to  compel  the  revo- 
cntion  of  the  Berlin  decree,  or  to  induce  neutral  na« 
tions  to  interpose  Hith  elfect  to  obtain  its  revocation; 
but  which,  on  the  contrary,  had  then  been  recently 
enforced  with  great  rigor;  and  that,  under  these  cir- 
cipDSitances,  the  BiitiBh  €rOYemment  found  itself  com- 
pelled to  take  farther  measures  for  asserting  and  Tindi* 
eating  the  zights  of  Great  Britain,  and  supporting  her 
t  maritime  power ;  the  maintenance  of  which  was  not 
naorct  **  etsflntial  to  the  safety  and  prosperity  of  her 
dotauniotts,  than  it  was  to  the  protection  of  such  States 
mm  stiO  retained  their  independence,  and  to  the  general 
interooune  and  happiness  of  mankind." 

ThsB  IbUowed  the  Orders  in  Council  of  November 
I  II,  1607,  deeiaiing  that  ««aU  the  ports  of  France  and 
hm  aOiea^  ot  of  any  other  country  at  war  with  His 
liaieit/»  and  all  other  ports  or  places  in  Europe,  from 
iriUb^  althengh  not  at  war  with  His  Majesty,  the 
Bntish  Hag  was  ezduded,  and  all  ports  or  places  in 
te  ooloaies,  belonging  to  His  llhjesty's  enemies," 
■hanld  be  anbjeci  to  the  restrictions  of  the  most  rigor- 
oaa  kiockada.  Bat  the  orders  proceed  to  state,  that 
al^BSgb  His  Mi^esty  would  be  fully  justified,  by  the 
dtcainetancea  abova  recited,  to  estabfish  such  a  system 
of  rigoffous  blockade,  *^  yet^  being  desbrous  not  to  sub- 
ject Bentrale  to  any  greater  inconvenience  than  was 
inseparable  from  his  determination  to  counteract  the 
dei^giBa  of  im  enemica,  and  to  retort  upon  them  the 
eonseqiiences  of  their  own  violence  and  injustice;" 
and  being  yet  willing  to  hope  that  "  it  might  be  possi- 
ble (ooottstentlj  with  that  object)  still  to  idiow  to  neu- 
trals the  opportunity  of  furnishing  themselves  with 
colonial  prodoce  for  their  own  consumption  and  sup- 
p^ ;  and  even  to  leave  open,  for  the  present,  such  trade 
wvth  His  Mi^lesty's  enemies  as  should  be  carried  on 
diiactly  with  the  ports  of  His  Majesty's  dominions,  or 
o£  his  alliee«  in  the  manner  thereinafter  mentioned;" 
HMsefioBe,  such  trade  of  neutrals  with  enemy  colonies 
was  permitted,  so  Jbr  as  regarded  articles  fi>r  their  own 
eonsumptioa;  and  also,  in  the  manner  prescribed,  they 
nugkt  tnde  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  on  the 
pffmant  of  certain  duties  required  on  the  importation 
mto  Great  Britain  of  goods  destined  for  the  territories 
of  her  enemiesj  and  countries  under  their  control,  and 
eyecuting  the  Berlin  decree  against  Great  Britain. 
These  are  the  duties  to  which  the  name  of  <*  tribute" 
has  been  given — a  name  selected  in  order  to  render 
Great  Britain  and  her  orders  the  more  odious;  seeing 
ope  nation  leally  under  tribute  to  another,  must  be 
cooaidered  as  dependent  and  degraded.  The  true  state 
of  the  case  is  simply  this ;  If  in  the  actual  state  of  the 
vroild,  in  1807,  when  the  French  Emperor  had  sub- 
verted the  wh<^e  law  of  nations,  and,  in  effect,  reduced 
the  smell  number  of  nations  remaining  free  from  his 
yc^e  to  a  state  of  nature,  in  which  reason,  and  not 
andenlndes,  waa  to  be  resorted  to  for  direction:  if, 
under  such  circumstances,  Great  Britain  was  justifia^ 
ble  (as  many  citizens,  to  whom  I  have  before  referred, 
believed,  and,  as  I  think,  on  sdid  grounds)  in  abso- 
lutely interdicting  alt  commerce  of  neutrals  with  her 
enenues  and  their  associates — then,  if  she  was  willing 
to  relax  her  system  founded  on  rigid  right,  in  &vor  of 
neutral  conunerpe,  she  had  a  right  to  prescribe  the 


conditions  under  which  it  should  be  carried  on — whe- 
ther by  the  payment  of  duties,  or  otherwise.  And  it 
would  seem  thaV  by  demanding  such  dutie%  Great 
Britain  expected  to  receive  an  equivalent  for  the  bene- 
fits which  her  enemies  would  derive  from  the  trade  of 
neutrals. 

(7)  The  Raabouillet  decree  of  the  French  Empepor 
was  distinguished  for  its  unexampled  iniquity.  On 
the  first  of  Blarch«  1800,  Congress  passed  the  non-in- 
tercourM  law,  which  so  hi  repealed  the  embargo  law 
as  to  permit  the  departure  of  our  merchant  vessels  witli 
their  cargoes  to  all  countries,  excepting  Great  Britain 
and  France,  and  their  colonies  and  dependeneies,  or 
places  in  the  actual  possession  of  either.  This  noa- 
intercourse  law  was  to  expire,  by  its  own  limitation,  at 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  CongrMs;  and,  by  a  law 
previously  passed,  the  next  meeting  of  Congress  had 
been  fixed  for  the  fourth  M<mday  in  May,  1800. 

This  law  was  published  in  the  American  newspa- 
pers, which,  of  course,  went  to  France,  and  an  oisidat 
co^  of  it  was  delivered  by  General  Armstrong, «  with 
sufficient  promptitude"  (as  he  has  stated)  to  the  Frenoh 
Government.  A  whole  year  el^»sed  without  any 
known  complaint  against  the  non-interoourse  law.  In. 
that  time  American  vessels  with  rich  cargoes  resetted 
to  the  ports  of  Holland,  Spain,  Italy,  and  Naplcai 
countries  which  our  own  Government  chose  to  con* 
sider  as  independent,  although  knovm  to  be  the  real 
*'  dependencies"  of  France ;  some  of  the  ports  in  Spain 
excepted,  which  the  patriot  Spaniards,  by  the  ofl*^*hwl 
aid  of  British  forces,  had  rescued  from  her  grasp. 

In  thii  state  of  thinga,  with  such  vast  Amerieaa 
property  within  his  reach,  the  French  Emperor,  on  th^ 
23d  of  March,  1810,  issued  his  decree  at  RambouiUet» 
ordering  to  be  seized  and  sold  all  Americai^  vessels  and 
their  cargoes  which  had  entered,  or  should  enter  tha 
ports  of  France  and  her  dependencies  after  the  20th 
of  May,  1800.  And  the  French  Minister,  the  Duke  oC 
Cadore,  declared  to  Creneral  Armstrong  that  this  de- 
cree was  an  act  of  reprisal  for  the  non-interoourse  l|^w» 
which  prohibited  the  entrance  of  Frendi  vessels  and 
French  merchandise  into  the  ports  of  the  United  Statea 
after  the  20th  of  Biay.  1800.  But  the  entrance  of  Brit- 
ish vessels  and  British  merchandise  waa  in  the  same 
manner  forbidden ;  yet  the  British  Government  aoqu^ 
esced.  Our  own  Government  intended,  unquestipner 
bly,  to  hxox  France^  by  permitting.  Anierican  veeeels 
to  cany  cargoes  of /merchandues  really  wanted  by  her. 
tq  the  ports  of  Holland,  Spaint  Italy,  and  Naples,  froni^. 
some  of  which  ports  their  conveyance  to  France  wonld. 
be  easy;  and  all  those  countries,  Spain  exc^pted>  ho^ 
ing  then  under  the  per^Kst  control  of  Bonaparte,  might 
justly  be  considered  as  parts  of  the  French  Empire. . 
Yet  this  very  distinction  between  France  and^osa 
dependent  countries,  gratuitously  made  by  our  own 
Government  in  fiivor  of  France,  the  Emperor  a£bcted 
to  resent,  and  to  conrider  as  another  reason  for  seizing 
and  confiscating  American  property. 

But  this  Rambeuillet  decree,  and  its  execution,  are 
stamped  with  marks  of  singular  atrocity.  It  was  not 
iuned  until  near  nine  months  after  the  non-intercourse 
law  had  expired;  and  was  not  made  known  until  the 
14th  of  May,  1810,  when  it  was  published  in  French 
newspapers,  (which  appeared  to  be  the  first  notice  of 
it  obtained  by  our  Minister  in  Paris)  and  carried  into 
immediate  execution. 

(8)  Oppression  often  takes  place,  not  as  the  result 
of  a  system  of  government,  bat  of  the  perverse  dispo- 
sition of  individual  ofilcers.    The  passage  quoted  fiom 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1755 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


1766 


H.orR. 


The  Loan  Bm. 


Fbbruart,  1814. 


my  letter  of  September  10,  1796,  to  Mr.  King,  has 
reference  to  the  conduct  of  Admiral  Sir  Hyde  Parker, 
at  Jamaica.  His  predecessor  on  that  station  allowed 
to  the  American  agent  there  the  means  of  liberating 
American  seamen,  by  legal  process,  in  which  their 
citizenship  was  ascertained,  and  such  were  discharged. 
Sir  Hyde  Parker,  succeeding  to  the  command,  forbade 
his  officers  to  submit  to  the  process.  His  morose  tem- 
per was  felt  by  his  fellow-subjects,  the  British  sailors, 
who  therefore  gave  him  the  name  of  Vinegar  Parker. 
bk  the  present  war,  in  our  own  country,  we  haVe  fire- 
qiMBt  accounts  of  oppression  and  outrage  exercised 
ttk  our  citizens  by  men  bearing  commissions  under  the 
•vthority  of  the  United  States ;  yet  no  one  imputes 
■ttch  wrongs  to  the  GoTemment.  But  such  highly 
reprehensible  conduct  as  that  of  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  was 
probably  not  repeated  by  any  other  commanding  offi- 
cer. And  for  some  years  before  the  war  was  declared 
the  injunctions  of  the  royal  proclamation  (of  the  16th 
ot  October,  1807)  were  no  doubt  generally  obserred. 

(9)  Mr.  Madison  himself  has  always  ^admitted  the 
right  of  Great  Britain  to  impress  her  own  subjects 
from  American  merchant  Teasels,  when  these  were  in 
British  ports.  And  the  instructions  written  by  him, 
by  the  diirection  of  Mr.  Jeflenon,  for  the  negotiations 
with  Great  Britain  on  the  subject  of  impressments, 
uniformly  concede  this  point. 

(10)  The  remarks  relatiTe  to  the  rule  of  1756,  are 
•  connected  with  the  observation  of  the  gentleman  from 

State  of  South  Carolina,  rMr.  Calhoun,)  <*  that  the 
English  Court  of  Admiralty  formeriy  regulated  iu 
decisions  by  the  law  of  nations;  but  latterly  by  the 
orders  of  its  GoTemment.''  To  this  it  may  be  an- 
swered— ^that  the  law  of  nations  is  still  sTowed  to  be 
the  rule  by  which  the  adjudications  of  that  court  are 
directed.  But  it  will  be  said — **  Its  rules  of  decision 
vary,  at  one  time  and  another,  in  cases  of  the  same 
kind,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Government." 
The  question  then  occurs,  whether  those  orders  are, 
or  are  not  conformable  to  the  law  of  nations  1  Under 
■ome  circumstances  a  Government  may  insist  on  the 
exercise  of  its  extreme  rights,  within  the  limits  of 
public  law,  and  in  other  circumstances,  relax  from 
•uch  rigid  adherence  to  them ;  and  again  from  the  lat- 
ter state  recur  to  the  former.  These  remarks  seem 
Miplicable  to  the  changes  in  the  British  Admiralty  de- 
ctirions  of  which  we  complain.  For  a  time,  the  rigor 
of  the  rule  of  1756  was  relaxed;  and  then  again 
brteed  up  to  a  stricter  construction  of  the  rule.  If  in 
any  case  this  was  done,  without  reasonable  notice  to 
neutrab  of  the  change,  it  was,  like  all  the  decrees  of 
the  French  Emperor  for  capturing  and  seizing  neutral 
property,  highly  reprehensible  and  unjust.  What  has 
Men  the  foot,  I  am  not  sufficiently  in&rmed  to  express 
an  opinion. 

(1 1)  The  Spanish  officers  continued  to  throw  obsta- 
cles in  the  way  of  running  the  boundary  line,  from 
February,  1797,  to  the  Summer  of  1798 ;  and  nothing 
but  Mr.  Elficott's  resolute  conduct,  and  his  actually 
commencing  the  work,  without  waiting  any  longer  for 
the  Spanish  agents,  prevented  further  procrastination. 

(12)  My  information  (in  addition  to  what  the  news- 
papers furnished)  was  derived  from  the  letter  of  a  gen- 
tleman whom  I  have  long  known,  and  whose  observa- 
tion, discernment,  and  accuracy,  entitle  him  to  full 
confidence.  On  the  17th  of  May,  1812,  he  wrote  to 
me  as  follows :  **  When  General  Matthews  went  on  to 
the  southward  last  Summer,  to  revolutionize  East  Flor- 
ida, he  drew  from  the  bank  in  Charleston  about  twenty 


thousand  dollars,  on  accountof  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  Considerable  sums  have  since  been 
drawn,  on  the  same  account,  from  the  custom-house 
in  Savannah.  The  secret  was  so  badly  kept,  that  the 
whole  country  through  which  General  Matthews  and 
his  coadjutor.  Colonel  Isaacs,  passed,  were  apprized  of 
the  design ;  and  that  this  public  money,  so  drawn,  was 
for  the  purpose  above  stated.  But,  sir.  East  Florida 
was  not  the  sole  object  in  contemplation.  Colonel 
Hawkins,  one  of  our  agents  for  Indian  affidrs,  was  ap- 
plied to  by  General  Matthews  and  Colonel  Isaacs,  to 
negotiate  a  passage  for  their  army  (so  called)  through 
the  Creek  nation,  for  the  express  purpose  t>f  attacking 
and  taking  possession  of  the  city  of  Pensacola,  after 
the  fkll  of  St.  Augustine,  which  was  considered  as  cer- 
tain. In  consequence  of  this  request  from  General 
Matthews  and  Colonel  Isaacs,  Colonel  Hawkins  nego- 
tiated with  the  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation  the  passage 
of  this  army  of  patriots  through  their  country." 

(18)  Several  gentlemen  who  spoke  in  the  debate 
on  the  Loan  bill,  having  noticed  some  parts  of  ihe  pee* 
ceding  speech,  it  was  intended  to  offer  a  brief  repty* 
chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  some  material 
errors  in  foots  into  which,  through  want  of  information^ 
they  had  fallen.  But,  a  perversion  of  what  is  called 
the  *<  previous  question,"  (whose  legitimate  use  is  to 
prevent  a  decision  of  the  main  question,  when  ctreum- 
stances  should  render  any  decision  inexpedient,  but  the 
perverse  use  of  which  compels  the  immediate  decision 
of  the  main  question,)  this  *<  previous  question"  hav- 
ing stopped  all  further  debate,  Mr.  Pickering  is  oon* 
strained  to  offer  a  few  observations,  by  way  of  reply, 
in  this  note. 

A  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Eppes)  glanced  at 
many  topics,  serving  for  declamation ;  but  generally 
touching  only  their  surface,  no  answer  is  necessary. 
What  seemed  most  to  have  roused  his  feelings,  was  the 
statement  made  by  Mr.  P.  relative  to  the  embargo  of 
December,  1807,  enacted  on  the  recommendation  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  which  was  demonstrated  to  be  a  groas 
imposture,  but  which,  by  the  deception  practised  on  the 
people,  induced  their  acquiescence  in  tne  measure  for 
above  fourteen  months,  by  which  a  general  stagnation 
of  this  commerce  was  effected,  to  the  ruin  of  some,  to 
the  grievous  damage  of  multitudes,  and  to  the  general 
injury  of  the  country.  Mr.  P.  also  stated  the  great 
extent  of  the  commerce  which  might  have  been  «njopr- 
ed,  notwithstanding  the  French  decrees  and  the  Brit- 
ish Orders  in  Council,  if  the  embargo  had  not  been 
imposed ;  and  he  showed,  on  the  statement  and  o|nn- 
ions  of  eminent  merchants,  whose  practical  knowledge 
enabled  them  to  form  the  most  correct  judgments,  that, 
but  for  the  embargo,  the  United  States  could  have  oon* 
tinned  to  carry  on  a  commerce  at  least  as  extensive  as 
they  would  enjoy  in  a  time  of  peace,  when  the  Euro- 
pean nations  should  carry  on  their  own  commerce,  and, 
as  usual,  monopolize  that  with  dieir  own  colonies.* 


*  In  oommiuioff  the  preceding  speech  of  Bfr.  P.  to  wiitiiig,  fi^r 
the  presi,  the  sutement  and  opinions  here  refored  to  were  over- 
looked.  They  were  u  follows  : 

If  the  French  decree  of  Berlin  had  been  resitted,  by  Intei^ietiBf 
the  commerce  of  our  citizrns  with  France  end  her  dependencies ; 
or,  if  our  Qovemment  had  treated  that  decree  with  total  disregard, 
and|  instead  of  the  embargo,  had  soffsred  otir  merchants  to  poisiM 
their  commerce  according  to  their  own  practical,  and  therefore  safo, 
modes;  then  their  trade  with  the  British  dominions— of  more  vUae 
to  them,  all  things  considered,  than  any  and  all  other  commerce— 
and  with  the  other  parts  of  the  world— the  dominions  and  depen- 
dencies of  France  excepied— would  have  stood  thus,  aceonliag  Xm 
the  Treasury  rr^ for  the  year  precedinff^  embargo— that  is. 


fl^om  SepiembarlO,  1806,  to  i 
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The  g«iitleman  from  Yirfiiiiaf  (Mr.  E^pat,)  inftedl 
of  atteBptiDg  himMlf  to  controvert  the  fiicts  or  argu- 
menti  of  Mr.  P« — ^which  indeed  no  ingenuity  ean 
invalidate — ^prudently  resorted  to  a  speedi  delivered 
by  Mr.  Giles  in  th^  Senate,  in  answer  to  Mr.  P.  in  that 
body,  five  years  ago,  vrhen  a  proposition  for  repealing 
&e  embargo  law  brought  the  same  &cts  and  views 
imder  examination.  And  as  they  were  in  their  nature 
too  stubborn  and  too  clear  to  be  overthrown  and  chang- 
ed, they  could  be  met  only  by  confident  assertions 
and  ingenious  colorings,  accompanied  by  repeated  inti- 
mations that  they  were  the  ofivpring  of  Mr.  P.'s  angry 
pasaioiis.  Of  this  kind  were  the  passages  in  Mr.  Giles's 
speech,  selected  and  read  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia; while  any  nerson  who  should  compare  those 
qpeedies  would  find  one  free  from  passion,  and  the  other 
marked  with  resentment,  in  almost  every  sentence,  re- 
lating to  Mr.  P^  and  for  an  obvious  reason— his  dear 
and  pointed  detection  of  that  embargo  imposture. 

Th0  gentleman  firom  Virginia  (Mr.  Eimes)  attempt- 
ed to  justify  the  war  for  *<  sailors'  rights,^  by  a  resolu- 
tk»n  or  the  Senate  on  the  14th  of  April,  1806,  relating 
to  iapraasmenU  and  commerce,  for  which  Mr.  P.  and 
ottMT  Federal  members  of  the  Senate  had  voted.  The 
gentleman  first  read  from  the  Senate  Journal  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  following  words  in  the  resolution 
rmrted :  "  Demand  and  insist  upon  the  restoration 
of  the  property  of  their  citiiens  captured  and  con- 
demned on  the  pretext  of  its  being  employed  in  a 
trade  vrtth  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  prohibitod  in 
time  of  peace ;  and  upon  the  indemnification  of  such 
American  citizens,  for  their  losses  and  damages  sus- 
tained by  those  captures  and  oondemnations"~-which 
W0  detmnined  in  the  negative,  yeas  13,  nays  16. 
Among  the  negatives  are  the  names  of  Adams,  Bay- 
«d,  HiDhouse,  Pickering,  Tracy,  Whito.  But  the 
word  insut,  ertrj  one  knows,  does  not  mean  an  irrev- 
ocable perseverance  in  a  demand ;  much  less,  that,  if  the 
opponent  refuses  to  yield  what  is  insiited  on,  war  should 
be  made  to  enforce  it.  The  two  Houses  of  Congress 
oAen  insist  on  their  positions  or  amendments  in  bills, 
Ike  eonsequence  of  whieh  is  a  cof^/erence,  when  they 
geaenlly  agreo— one  or  the  other  House  giving  way, 
or  idung  together  some  middle  ground,    But,  on  fur- 

Dontstic  •mocu •36,109,991 

Snorts  of  Mien  merchandife  firat  brought  Into  tbe 
ifScedSuies       .....         -  24440,498 

lbkiii§  together 160,250,486 

To  whMiadd,  fir  specie  exported  to  India  and  China, 
as  Mtappssrtog  in  the  Trrasury  reports,  estimated  at     €fifJ0/KO 

Mi^iactocecher -166,250,486 

AsMwmllnf  to  UMire  than  sixty-six  millions  or  dollars. 

Wlu^  te  tiase  of  profound  peace,  would  be  the  amoont  of  our 
wkole  weign  trade,  was  thus  estimated  bf  an  eminent  merchant, 

g»*°'*?^yNW|M  InR:  ^^eo«eo« 

DnMsUcexpont #48,699,5^ 

T^CUiM  and  India,  in  fpecie      .  >     6,000,000 

MakiagtBgelhsr 164,699,592 

LssilapsMe  than  was  praetieable  in  the  war  eztsUag 
at  ths  lima  the  embargo  was  laid  -  11,550,894 

Mafcii(tage(her        ...         .§66,280^ 

Xhseipofii  of  iereifa  aieithandise,  first  imported  into  the  Uni- 
ted Males,  NoiUd  be  so  trifling,  in  time  of  peace,  as  to  be  not  worth 
^  in  lurming  the  estimate  of  our  peace  trade.  An 
I  flf  this,  and  of  the  general  eorrectnees  of  the  above 
ts,  appears  from  a  view  of  our  trade  in  the  short  space  of 
1  or  twenty  months  immediately  succeeding  the  Treaty  of 
«Bsas,tii  1801 ;  doriMC  whlth.the  exports  from  tihe  United  States 
Ml  horn  «9B/)0O^13  io«66^)0,03»-eliowiag  a  diminaUon  of  above 
tey-sevea  bHIIoos  of  dollsis: 


ther  discussion)  the  word  ifmst  was  stricken  out ;  and 
the  resolution  as  adopted  by  the  Senate— 23  yeas  to  7 
nays,  (Mr.  P.  voting  for  it)«— was  as  follows : 

"  Resohedf  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  demand  the  restoration  of  the  property 
of  their  citizens,  captured  and  condemned  on  the  pre- 
text of  its  being  employed  in  a  trade  with  the  enemies 
of  Great  Britain,  prohibited  in  time  oi  peace ;  and  Uie 
indemnification  of  such  American  dtixens,  for  their 
losses  and  damages  sustained  by  these  captures  and 
condemnations ;  and  to  enter  into  such  arrangements 
with  the  British  Government,  on  this  and  all  other 
differences  subsisting  between  the  two  nations — and 
particularly  respecting  the  impressment  of  American 
seamen — ^as  may  be  consistent  with  the  honor  and  in- 
terests of  the  United  States,  and  manliest  their  earnest 
desire  to  obtain  for  themselves  and  their  citizens,  by 
amicable  negotiation,  that  justice  to  which  they  are 
entiUed." 

This  resolution  the  gentleman  seemed  inched  to 
vrield  against  Mr.  P.,  as  if  it  were  the  chib  of  Hercules, 
to  lay  him  prostrate  at  one  blow,  while,ibr  the  purpose 
the  gentleman  had  in  view,  it  is  but  a  straw  in  the 
hands  of — ^not  a  Hercules.  The  resolution  amounts  io 
no  more  than  this :  The  Senate  advised  Mr.  Jefferson 
to  make  demands  on  the  British  Government,  relative 
to  certain  questions  in  dispute  between  Chreat  Britain 
and  the  United  States.  These,  it  was  knovm,  would 
be  met  by  opposite  demands  on  the  part  of  that  Gov* 
emment ;  and,  in  order  to  settle  the  points  in  contro- 
versy, Mr.  Jefferson  was  advised  to  enter  into  suitable 
arrangements,  and  by  amicable  negotiaiion  to  obtain 
that  justice  to  which  we  were  entitled.  And  what  is 
there  in  all  this  to  give  the  sUghteet  countenance  to  the 
violent  measures,  and  toor,  jto  which  the  Government 
has  had  recourse  t     Nothing. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  having  entered  the  lists 
to  vindicate  Mr.  Jefferson  on  the  subject  of  the  embargo, 
proceeded  to  pronounce  his  eulogy ;  as  though  (brmer 
deeds,  however  good,  (if  such  had  been  done,)  would 
sanction  or  atone  for  subsequent  bad  ones.  He  rested 
his  eulogy  on  two  grounds--one,  that  "  Mr.  Jefferson 
was  the  first  who  taught  that  man  was  responsible  to 
God  alone  for  his  religious  opinions !"  This  assertion 
win  excite  surprise,  only  because  it  proves  the  gentle- 
man's total  want  of  information  on  the  subject.  To 
say  nothing  of  what  had  been  written,  proving  that 
point,  with  the  force  of  demonstration,  by  the  great  Mr. 
Locke,  half  a  century  before  Mr.  Jefferson  was  bom, 
liberty  of  conscience,  or  the  right  of  every  individual 
to  think  for  himself  in  matters  of  religion  had*  been 
practically  established  before  our  Revolution  in  all  the 
British  dominions,  with  some  civil  disabilities,  indeed, 
in  the  parts  of  those  dominions  where  a  particular  form 
of  public  worship  had  been  established  by  law ;  but,  in 
a  more  liberal  or  absolute  sense,  in  several  of  ihe  colo- 
nies, particularly  in  Pennsylvania,  from  its  first  settle- 
ment, a  hundred  and  thirty  years  ago.  But,  perhaps 
the  gentleman  meant  to  say,  that  Mr.  Jefferson  was 
the  first  to  propose  and  to  procure  the  adoption  of  a 
law  in  Virginia  abolishing  every  establishment  and 
provision  for  the  support  of  the  public  worship  of  God ; 
followed  by  the  selling  even  of  the  glebe  or  parsonage 
lands  which  the  early  inhabitants  had  set  apart  towards 
the  maintenance  of  the  ministers  of  religion.  But 
Rhode  Island  also  had  been  at  least  equally  free  with 
Pennsylvania  from  any  religious  establishment,  from 
the  foundation  of  the  colony,  a  hundred  and  seventy 
or  eighty  years  ago.    Mr.  P.  however  is  ready  to  admit» 
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thftt  Mt.  JeArwm  may  have  been  the  first  to  teach  the 
doctriae,  that  itwae  immaterial  to  die  atder  of  aodetj, 
whether  a  man  beliered  in  *<  twenty  gods  or  no  god  ;*' 
**  becanse,"  says  Mr.  JeffiNrson*  **  it  neither  pidu  my 
podut  nor  breaks  my  Icff!"*  Of  this  dtsoowery,  Mr. 
Jefoson  will  probably  continue  to  enjoy  the  ezolanTe 
honor*! 

The  other  ground  of  the  gentleman's  eology  wa8» 
th«t  Mr.  Je£bison  was  <*  the  man  who  drew  the  Dee- 
laraition  of  Independence."  This,  among  his  partisans^ 
has  been  a  constant  theme  of  praise;  aUhongh  the 
Dedaralion  i«  little  m<Mre  than  a  compihidon  horn  the 
most  abvndant  publio  matertalsrin  which  the  rights  of 
the  CoJonlea  and  their  ▼iolatiQn  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment had  been  often  atated  by  distingoished  indrridn- 
als»  by  ▼artooB  poblio  bodies,  and  by  the  Congresses  of 
1774  and  1776.  But,  what  lessens  still  moie  Mr.  Jef> 
fcison's  share  of  the  woik,  -he  had  amassed  snoh  a 
redundance  of  matter,  and  in  such  a  form,  that  when 
his  draught  w«s  reported  to  Cong^pess,  they  struck  out 
(gtfMildy  to  his  mc»tifieation)  a  third  put  of  it,  made 
▼aiieui  amendiaents  of  ihe  remainder,  and  introduced 

£^t  A^.  Jefiersen  had  wholly  omitted)  an  appeal  to 
Supreme  Being*  and  an  acknowledgment  of  his 
supemtmiding  Pronidonee.  Mr.  P.  speaks  positmly 
on  thiapointy  beeaasa  hehaa  neea  and  compared  acopy, 
iUi  Mr*  Jeftrsoa'e  own  haiidwriting«  of  his  original 
dianght  as  reported  to  Congress,  with  the  Declaration 
aa  pruned,  amended,  and  adopted  by  that  body.  There, 
iaooe  eorMot  and  liberal aentiment  in  the  Dechcmrion, 
to  the  credit  of  which  Mr»  P.  believes  Mr.  JefierBon  is 
entitled ;  and  this  is  not  the  less  credible,  although  his 
subsequent  conduct  has.  been  so  little  in  unison  with  it* 
Having  adverted  to  the  address  and  waminga  of  Con* 
grass  to  their  British  breth;ren  on  the  sulject  of  their 
grievances,  and  remarked  that  **  they  too  had  been 
deaf  to  the  voice  of  justice  and  consanguinity,"  the 
declaration  draws  this  solenm  conclusion :  "  We  must 
therefore  acquiesce  in  the  necessity  which  denounces 
our  separation,  and  hold  them,  as  we  hold  the  rest  of 
mankind*  enemies  in  war,  in  peace  ftiends." 

In  reference  to  the  attempts  to  settle  our  differences 
with  Great  Britain*  I  think  it  was  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  who  spoke  of  **  the  uniform  conciliating  dis- 
position of  this  country ;"  and^  mentioning  the  arrange- 
ment made  with  Mr.  Erskine*  he  asked  ''  if  any  one 
woiidd  deny  it  to  be  sincere  t"  Mr.  P.  could  answer, 
not  only  for  himself,  but  for  the  great  body  of  Feder« 
alists,  that,  in  their  opinion,  neither  that  nor  any  other 
negotiation  with  Great  Britain  has  been  conducted, 
with  sincerity^  firom  1804  to  the  declaration  of  war  in 
1813.  But  he  will  quote  an  opinion  on  this  point, 
which  ought  to  be  received  with  peculiar  confidence  by 
the  friends  of  the  Administration,  because  it  is  the 
opinion  of  a  gentleman,  not  onfy  of  long  experience 
and  distinguished  discernment  in  public  afiSiiis,  hut  who, 
it  is  natural  to  presume,  stands  high  Ia  the  confidence 
of  the  present  President,  by  whom  he  has  been  selected 
as  one  of  the  Commissioners  to  negotiate  a  peace  with 
Crreat  Britain — I  mean  Mr.  Bayard.  This  gentleman, 
in  a  memorable  speech  in  the  Senate,  five  years  ago, 
as  addressing  the  Administration,  says :  ^*  Your  meas- 
ures have  not  been  impartial  as  to  the  belligerents,  and 


*  Mr.  Jefljancm's  Notes  on  yii]dnta,  answer  to  qaeiy  XVII. 

t  Mr.  Locke  entertained  a  difliBrent  opinion;  and  it  is  the  more 
leBDBrkable,  as  it  is  ezpresMd  in  bis  work  on  J'oleration.  He  sara : 
"  Those  are  not  10  be  tolerated  who  deny  tbe  being  of  a  God.  Pio- 
mise»,  covenants,  and  oaths,  ^ich are  the  bonds  inhuman  aodetr, 
can  have  no  bold  upon  an  atheisu  The  taking  awar  of  Goo. 
UMMtgh  but  even  in  thought,  disMlvessll.>* 


Tour  negotiations  have  not  been  smcere  as  to  Bdg- 
land.*'  Mr.  Bayard  stated  at  large  the  grounds  of  lua 
o]^nion  ;  and  having  mentioned,  with  regret,  the  odi* 
erwise  unaccountable  rejection,  by  Mr.  Je&rson,  of  th« 
treaty  concluded  with  Great  Britain,  on  the  81st  of 
December,  1806,  by  his  own  favorite  Ministers,  Mon* 
roe  and  Pinkney,  he  adds:  ''But,  in  this  lies  the 
secret — a  secret  I  will  dare  to  pronounce— -Tour  Pres** 
ident  never  meant  to  have  a  treaty  with  Great  Britain* 
If  he  had  intended  it,  he  would  have  taken  the  trea^ 
of  the  diet  of  December,  1806.  If  he  had  intended  it^ 
he  never  would  have  fettered  the  CommissicmerB  vridi 
sine  qua  none,  [indispensable  cmiditions]  which  were 
insuperable.  It  was  an  invariable  article  in  the  instme* 
tions,  to  form  no  trea^  unless  the  claim  to  search  mer- 
chant vesseb  for  deserters  was  utteriy  abandoned.  T!^ 
was  never  expected ;  and  at  the  arduous  crisia  [In  the 
sJfiurs  of  Great  Britain]  at  whteh  it  was  insisted  upon,  it 
was  imposaHile  to  expect  it.'*  To  this  just  condusion  ci 
Mr.  Bayard--a  conduskm  necessarily  formed  on  a  liill 
knowledge  of  the  prooeedings  of  the  Administratioit 
for  many  years  in  regafd  to  Great  Britun,  B€r.  P.  wBk 
add  Mr.  Jefferson's  own  explicit  acknowledgment  t»  m 
friend,  that  he  did  not  desire  any  treaty  with  Grout 
Britain.  This  was  about  the  time^in  1807,  when  he- 
had  poemptorily  refected  Monroe  and  Pinknej^ 
treaty.  And  he  g«fe  as  a  reason,  that  a  treaty  wilii 
Great  Britain  waa  of  little  or  no  consequence,  beoanse 
within  a  year  she  would  cease  to  be  aa  independent  nn-' 
tion !  If  such  was  really  his  opinion,  and  so  great  hie 
ignoranoe  of  the  power  andresoureea  of  Great  Biitaiii, 
that  in  1807  she  could  not  maintain  her  independence 
more  than  a  year,  hew  little  is  he  entitled  to  the  ehnr- 
acter  ascribed  to  him  by  his  foUowers^  of  a  w^l- 
informed^  sagacious,  and  profound  statesman!  9mt 
during  all  this  time,  and  indeed  throughout  his  admia- 
istration,  Mr.  Je£fenKm  let^aKp  no  opportunity  of  pi«-. 
fessing  bis  frigidly  and  concilkCory  dii^>08itiona  towards 
Great  Britain.  And  after  he  had  refused  to  aeoept 
Monroe  and  Pinkney 's  treaty,  he  directed  tluna  to 
renew  the  negotiations,  profossing  again  his  **  ooneili- 
atoiy  sentimeBtSy"  and  *'  sincere  desirs  that  no  dreum* 
stance  whatever  might  obstruct  the  proaecuftien  of 
experiments  for  put^o^  an  end  to  dimreDoes  whidk 
ought  no  longer  to  exist  between  two  na^ns,  having 
so  many  motives  to  establish  and  cherish  mutual 
frtondship."*  And  two  months  after  this,  though  de» 
termined  to  decline  any  arrangement  <*  which  did  not 
comprise  a  provirion  against  impreasments  from  Amer- 
ican vessels  on  ihe  high  seaar  y«t»  ^'persevering  at 
the  same  time  in  his  earnest  desire  to  establish  the 
harmony  of  the  two  nations,  on  a  proper  foundation," 
he  gave  instructions  to  renew  the  negotiations.t 

In  the  petulant  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Yer«> 
mont,  (Mr*  Fiak,)  two  thinga  only  merit  BCr.  P.'s  no* 
tice,  and  this  merely  for  the  purpose  of  conreeling  what 
the  gentleman  offered  as  statements  of  facts.  The 
first,  that  the  number  of  impressed  seamen  from  Salem 
alone  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  gen- 
tleman's statement  rests  on  the  inftmnatioB  he  aaid  lie 
had  received.  Mr.  P.  has  no  hesitation  in  jpronoonc- 
ing  the  information  utterly  unfounded.  The  wliola 
mass  of  evidence  contained  in  the  depositions  whidi 
Mr.  P.  read  and  referred  to,  in  the  eourse  of  his  apeeli- 
ing,  renders  the  gentleman's  information  altogether 
unworthy  of  credit* 


•  Letter  from  Mr.  Madten  Seciscary  or  Stale,  of  Hsnh  18, 180r, 
to  MeeiiB.  Bfonroe  andPiakn^. 
t  Letter  from  the  seme  to  the  ssme,  ef  M17  90^  1807. 
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^  The  other  ezhibition  of  a  sappoMd  fitct,  respects  the 
I  amoant  of  French  spolistioiis — a  subject  with  which 
the  gentleman  appears  to  be  wholly  unacquainted. 
Instead  of  twenty  or  thirW  millions  of  dollars,  he  said 
they  amounted  only  to  three  millions,  and  referred  to 
the  Louisiana  Treaty  for  the  fact.  But  the  gentleman 
has  mistakea  the  proTision  in  the  treaty  relating  to  the 
purchase  of  Looinana,  to  pay  debts  due  to  American 
merchants,  for  an  indemnity  for  spoliations  on  their 
commerce.  The  Secretary  of  State,  (Mr.  Monroe,^  in 
his  correspondence  with  the  British  Minister,  (Mr. 
7 esUrO  hsTing  strangely  committed  the  like  mistake, 
it  becomes  the  more  necessary  to  give  a  statement  of 
difi  real  hcU. 

In  a  preceding  note  (4)  the  French  spoliations  prior 
to  the  treaty  of  September  30,  1800,  are,  on  the  best 
attaioaUe  grounds,  estimated  at  twenty  millions  of 
dolUn,  '  These  were  by  that  treaty  wholly  abandoned 
by  the  United  States,  for  the  reasons  given  in  that 
mMB.  But  the  French  GoYemment  itself  was  ^debted 
to  the  American  merchants,  for  supplies  of  provisions 
tad  other  articles  to  a  large  amount,  and  for  injuries 
le  their  Teasels  and  other  property  in  the  ports  ofFrance, 
Isng  detained  by  a  wanton  embargo.  And  as  a  small 
number  of  Teasels  were  captured  during  our  naval 
hestflities  with  France — ^which  of  course  would  be  cou- 
sidcffsd  prises  of  w«t»  but  which  at  the  date  of  the 
above  mentioned  treaty  were  not  definitively  con- 
demned—these, agreeably  to  the  fourth  article,  were 
to  he  restored  or  paid  for.  By  the  fifth  article  of  that 
treaty,  France  stipulated  to  pay  the  debts  above-men- 
tisoed.  They  remained  unpaid,  however,  until  pro- 
TiBon  was  made  for  them  m  the  Louisiana  Treaty, 
eoadiided  the  80th  April,  1 8 18.  The  purchase  of  that 
psoTince,  every  one  knows,  cost  the  IJnited  States  fif- 
teen miUions  of  dollars.  The  probability  is,  that  it 
might  haTe  been  purchased  for  ten  millions,  and  that 
the  five  minions  more  were  added  to  make  provision 
for  the  pmyment  of  the  debts  due  firom  the  French  Gov- 
smment  to  the  American  merchants.  And  yet,  only 
three  millions  and  three-quarters  of  dollars  were  re- 
served of  the  pnrchase-money  to  discharge  those  debts. 
It  had  been  better,  therefore,  if  the  United  States  had 
udertaken  to  pay  them,  especially  as  the  French 
he«d  and  other  officers,  in  the  end,  fleeced  the  Amer- 
ican merchants  whose  claims  were  admitted  of  one- 
fifih  or  one-fbtutfa  of  their  dues,  and  choused  others  out 
of  their  whoto  debts. 

Te  ascertain  what  claims  of  debts  due  to  American 
dliaas  were  just,  and  comprehended  in  the  provision 
of  the  treaty,  a  board,  consisting  of  three  Americans, 
was  eoQstitnted  by  the  American  Minister  in  Paris, 
(the  kte  Chancellor  Livingston,)  to  examine  and  ceif- 
tify  them.  Some  boards  of  French  officers  were  also 
aotfaoriaed  to  Intermeddle  in  their  examination.  This 
was  necessary,  and  unquestionabty  designed,  as  by 
lbs  provisions  of  the  10th  article  of  the  treaty,  to  ren- 
der practicable,  a  vast  project  of  swindling.  For  the 
three  millions  and  three-quarters  of  dollars,  were  in- 
tended solehr  and  exclusively  to  discharge  those  debts : 
the  PiSBchUovemment  could  not  make,  nor  did  make, 
any  ptetsnsions  to  any  portion  of  that  sum.  This  was 
STpressljf  avowed  by  the  French  Minister  Marbois. 
Neverttiflsas,  under  the  pretence  of  preventing  the 
admi'ssinn  of  improper,  unjust,  or  exorbitant  claims,  or 
the  rejection  of  valid  claims,  the  Frenoh  bureaux,  or 
board  of  officers,  were  authorized  to  interpose  their 
•pinions;  and  the  final  report  of  the  American  and 
French  examiners  was  to  be  sent  to  the  Minister  of 
13th  Con.  2d  Sess. — 56 


the  French  Treasurr,  "  on  whose  report  the  French 
Government  should  decide  definitively  in  every  case." 
Thb  provision  of  the  treaty  placed  the  American 
claimants  at  the  mercy  of  the  officers  of  the  French 
Government.  The  consequence  was,  that  to  insure 
the  allowance  of  an  honest  claim,  the  agents  for  the 
American  creditors  were  obliged  to  sacr^ce  one-fifth 
or  one-fourth  of  it,  by  way  of  douceur  or  bribe,  to  the 
French  officers.  This  course  of  corrupt  proceeding 
was  stated  to  me  a  few  years  ago,  at  one  of  the  public 
offices  in  this  city,  in  such  manner  as  to  preclude  all 
doubt  of  the  fact.  Moreover,  the  rejection  of  honest 
claims  (as  where  the  agents  of  the  claimants  had  not 
been  instructed,  and  did  not  feel  themselves  at  liberty, 
to  sacrifice  in  bribes,  any,  and  especially  such  large 
proportions  of  the  whole  debts,)  made  room  for  the 
admission  of  dishonest  and  exorbitant  claims,  of  which 
the  agents,  or  dishonest  claimants,  would,  of  course, 
not  hesitate  to  give  one-half  to  obtain  for  themselves 
the  other  half. 

Thus,  it  appears,  that  the  Louisiana  treaty  had  no  . 
relation  to  French  spoliations,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  supposed.  How  it  happened  that  Mr.  Mon- 
roe should  commit  the  same  mistake,  is  not  a  little  sur- 
prising, seeing  he  was  associated  with  Mr.  Livingston 
m  negotiating  and  concluding  that  treaty.  In  his  cor- 
respondence with  Mr.  Foster  in  the  year  1811,  in 
which  he  undertakes  to  justify  our  Government  for 
taking  possession  of  the  Spanish  province  of  West 
Florida,  he  talks  of  a  long  catalogue  of  injuries  re- 
ceived by  the  United  States  from  Spain,  but  mentions 
only  two ;  ene,  the  spoliations  committed  on  our  com- 
merce, (after  Spain  became  the  ally  of  France,  and 
which  has  already  been  fully  explained,)  and  the  other, 
the  suppression  or  interruption  of  the  right  of  deposite 
at  New  Orleans,  (which,  also,  has  before  been  ex- 
plained.) <<  For  neither  of  which  injuries,"  said  Mr. 
Monroe,  «  has  any  reparation  or  atonement  been  made. 
For  injuries  like  those  of  the  first  class  [spoliations] 
it  is  known  to  yon  that  Great  Britain  and  France 
made  indemnity."  The  assertion  is  true  as  to  Great 
Britain;  but  wholly  unfounded  as  to  France,  for 
whose  spoliations,  amounting  to  fifty  nrillions  of  dol- 
lars, no  reparation  has  ever  been  made. 

Having  been  led  to  notice  the  conduct  of  our  Qov- 
emment  towards  Spain,  particularly  in  relation  to  the 
Floridas ;  and,  in  doing  thii,  to  have  recourse  to  the 
correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  State  (Mr. 
Monroe^and  Mr.  Foster,  (the  British  Minister.)  Mr.  P. 
ought  not  to  omit  the  following  part  of  that  corres- 
pondence. Mr.  Foster,  in  his  letter  of  September  5. 
1811,  having  mentioned  the  proceedings  of  General 
Matthews  in  East  Florida,  where,  as  Mr.  Foster  was 
informed,  he  was  *  taking  steps  to  subvert  the  Spanish 
authority,"  and  "  by  bribery,  and  every  art  of  seduc- 
tion, endeavoring  to  infuse  a  spirit  of  rebellion  into 
the  subjects  of  the  King  of  Spain  in  that  quarter;" 
he  then  requests  Mr.  Monroe  to  inform  him  "  upon 
what  authority  he  (Matthews)  was  acting,  and  wnat 
measures  had  been  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  his  proced- 
Ings.  To  this  letter  1\lr.  Monroe  delays  an  answer 
until  November  2,  almost  two  mouths,  and  then  fills 
several  pages  about  and  about  East  Florida,  and  the 
claims  of  the  TJnited  States  against  Spain,  but  most 
carefully  avoids  saying  one  word  in  answer  to  Mr. 
Foster's  request  for  information  relative  to  the  doings 
of  General  Matthews ;  which  studied  omission  amounts 
to  a  confession  (of  what,  indeed,  no  man  of  common 
sense  and  information  can  doub()  that  General  Mat- 
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thews  was  employed  by  President  Madison,  by  in- 
trig^es,  by  bribery,  and  by  force,  to  seduce  the  Span- 
ish subjects  from  their  allegiance.  And  yet  Mr.  Madi- 
son, the  political  head  of  the  American  nation,  was  the 
person  who,  in  9r  public  Message  to  Congress,  could 
affect  to  be  so  deeply  wounded  in  his  moral  feelings 
by  the  conduct  of  the  Governor  of  a  Britiah'^proTince, 
(which  Mr.  Madison  represented  as  an  act  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government)  in  employing  the  infamous  John 
fleniy  to  intrigue  with  the  citizens  of  Boston  lor  some 
purpose  favorable  to  Great  Britain.  Mr.  Madison,  too, 
had  the  asimrance  t^  speak,  in  that  Message,  in  a  lan- 
guage importing  that  Henly  had  actually  intrigued 
with  citizens  of  Boston,  when,  by  his  own  statement, 
it  appeared  that  he  had  not  opened  his  lips  to  any  one 
of  them  on  the  subject  of  hu  mission.  That  whole 
transaction  is  stamped  with  deceit  and  baseness.  Mr. 
Madison,  or  (which  is  the  same  thing)  the  Secretary 
of  State,  receives  a  letter  from  Henry,  appearing  on 
the  face  of  it  to  be  from  Philadelphia,  containing  the 
disclosure  of  the  real  or  pretended  plot ;  yet  bearing 
date  a  number  6(  days  after  Henry  had  been  at  Wash- 
ington, and  actually  received  fifty  thousand  dollars  as 
a  reward  for  his  disclosure ! 

A  very  few  things  in  the  speech  of  another  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nelson)  require  to  be  no* 
ticed  by  Mr.  P. 

In  exposing  Mr.  Jefiersdn's  embargo  imposture,  Mr« 
P.  mentioned  the  cafe  and  extensive  commerce  that 
oor  merchants  might  have  continued  to  carry  on,  not- 
withstanding the  French  decrees  and  the  British  Or- 
ders in  Council,  if  that  embargo  had  nbt  locked  up 
our  vessels  in  our  harbors.    In  opposition  to  this,  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  ^elson)  as^rted  that 
nine  vessels  out  of  ten,  that  went  to  sea  about  the  time 
that  the  embargo  was  laid,  were  swept  from  the  ocean. 
The  gentleman  has  reiied^  not  upon  his  own  knowl- 
edge of  the  &ct,  but  on  the  partial  and  imperfect  state- 
ment of  some  other  person.    If  the  vessels  referred  to 
were  destined  to  the  ports  of  France  and  her  allies,  it  is 
not  improbable  that  the  greater  part  were  taJten  by 
British  cruisers,  under  the  Orders  in  Council.    But 
no  prudent  merchant  would,  after  notice  of  ^ose  Or- 
ders, attempt  to  send  his  vessels  to  France ;  the  risk, 
from  the  great  number  of  British  cruisers  oa  the  seas, 
being  equal,  perhaps,  to  eighty  or  ninety  per  cent. 
And  it  merits  partioUar  notice  that,  while  French  de- 
crees have  been  made  to  operate  instantly,  and  some 
retroactively,  against  neutral  vessels,  the  British  Or- 
ders in  Coundl,  of  November  11,  1807,  were  stayed 
in  their  execution,  for  a  reasonable  time ;  for  notice  of 
them  to  reach  different  places,  proportioned  to  their 
distances  from  England,  before  such  vessels  should  be 
liable  to  condemnation.    Such  as  commenced  their 
voyages  before  notice  of  the  Orders  reached  the  places 
of  their  departure!,  were  to  be  warned,  if  met  by  Brit- 
ish cruisers,  not  to  proceed  to  the  ports  of  France  or  her 
allies ;  and  were  not  to  be  captured,  unless  found  pro- 
ceeding afterwards  contrary  to  such  notice.    And  by 
another  Order  in  Council,  of  November  35, 1807,  the 
times  for  gaining  notice  of  the  Orders  of  the  1 1  th,  were 
precisely  fixed,  in  the  United  States,  to  the  20th  of 
January  following :  that  is,  seventy  days  were  allowed 
for  that  purpose ;  so  that  American  vessels  sailing  from 
AiAerican  ports,  prior  to  the  20th  of  January,  1808, 
were  not  liable  to  capture  under  the  Orders  of  Novem- 
ber 11,  although  destined  to  ports  of  France,  or  other 
enemies  of  Great  Britain. 

And  to  see  how  little  danger  attended  American 


vessels  going  to  any  other  countries,  we  need  only  re* 
sort  to  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of 
the  number  of  our  merchant  vessels  which,  during^ 
Mr.  Jefferson's  embargo,  were  permitted  to  sail,  with, 
the  real  design,  or  under  the  plausible  pretext,  of  bring- 
ing home  American  property,  remaining  in  foreiga 
countries,  at  the  time  that  the  embargo  was  laid.  The 
whole  number  so  permitted  to  sail  was  &we  hundred 
and  ninety-four,  nearly  all  of  which  returned  in  safety. 
Thirteen  only  were  lost  by  all  casualties ;  and  of  those 
thirteen,  seven  were  captured  by  our  own  cruisers. 
Hence,  it  appears  that  the  whole  risk  of  those  five  hun- 
dred and  nwety-four  vessels  was  little  more  than  a  sea 
risk  in  time  of  peace. 

The  gentleman  said  ^  he  knew  the  hostility  of  Eng- 
land to  free  Grovemmenta."  It  is  really  astonishing 
that  gentlemen,  who  are  the  descendanta  of  English- 
men in  this  country  and  whose  best  birth-righto  are 
the  same  liberties  that  Englishmen  enjoy,  should  en- 
tertain the  preposterous  idea,  that  England  Is  the  ene- 
my to  free  €k>vemmenta,  when  her's  and  our's  are  the 
only  free  Govemmenta  on  earth — it  is  most  astonish- 
ing, when  such  erroneous  notions  are  broached  hj 
gentlemen  of  the  profession  of  the  law,  whose  studiee 
lead  them  to  acquire  a  ooneci  knowledge  of  the  Eng- 
lish constitution,  and  of  the  liberties  of  EngKshmon. 
Can  they  name  a  single  liberty  which  citizens  of  the 
United  States  enjoy,  Aat  is  not  also  enjoyed  by  Eng- 
lishmen t  Both  have  the  same  common  law,  the  same 
security  for  life,  liberty,  and  property,  in  the  trial  by 
jury ;  the  same  writ  of  habeas  corpus  to  rescue  fit>m 
the  hands  of  great  or  little  tyranta  &e  bodies  of  persons 
arrestfd  or  imprisoned  contrary  to  law ;  and  the  same 
right  of  exemption  from  taxes,  unless  granted  by  them- 
selves or  their  representatives.  And  surely  every  gen- 
tleman of  the  law  will  admit,  that  in  no  country  on  the 
globe  is  justice  administered  with  greater  ability  and 
purity  than  in  England. 

But  the  people  have  it  continually  rung  in  their 
ears,  that  England  is  a  monarchy,  and  the  United 
States  a  republic ;  and  they  are  deceived  into  the  omn- 
ion,  that  monarchy  is  but  another  word  for  despotism^ 
where  all  the  subjecU  are  slaves ;  and  that  republic 
means  liberty,  where  all  the  subjecto  or  citixens  are 
free.  The  truth  is,  both  countries,  in  respect  to  the 
forms  of  Government,  are  monarchies,  and  both,  at  the 
same  time,  republics.  The  English  monarch,  or  chief 
magistrate,  is  called  King ;  the  American  monwrch,  or 
chief  magistrate,  is  caHed  President  The  powers  of 
the  King  and  President  are  somewhat  different  One, 
by  himself  or  his  Ministers,  appointo  to  the  multitude 
of  offices,  civil  and  military,  in  (he  kingdom ;  the  other 
nominates  to  all  offices,  civil  and  mUitary,  and,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  appointo ;  bat 
the  President  can  remove  all  officers  at  his  pleasure, 
except  the  Judges ;  but  neiUier  can  the  King  of  Eng- 
land remove  the  Judges.  In  both  countries  th^  ^^^^^ 
their  offices  during  good  behaviour.  In  the  United^ 
States,  the  power  of  appointing  to  some  offices  is  vest- 
ed in  the  heads  of  departments,  as  in  the  Post  Office  ; 
but  if  the  Postmaster  General  appointo  a  deputy  whom, 
the  President,  or  his  supporterp,  whether  blinded  by- 
passion  or  interest,  or  influenced  by  party  views,  dis* 
approve,  the  President  removes  the  principal.  This 
has  recently  been  exemplified  in  the  case  of  the  .Post- 
master General,  Mr.  Granger.  The  King  of  England 
may  declare  war,  as  well  as  make  peace ;  but  he  will 
do  neither  without  the  advice  of  his  Cabinet  Ministers 
and  Council,  and  these  will  seldom  dare  advise  either 
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but  In  conformity  with  the  apMrent^nni^ns  and  wiihw 
of  a  majority  of  the  people.  The  President  can,  indeed, 
only  leoommend  a  war — the  aasent  of  Congress  is  in- 
dispensable to  its  declaration  But  the  inflaence  of 
the  immense  number  of  offices  in  the  President's  gift, 
and  especially  the  force  of  par^,  of  which  he  is  head, 
win  generally  enable  him  to  cariy  any  point  he  wishes, 
almost  with  certainty,  where  party  Tiews  and  interests 
eoindde  with  the  measure,  or  the  man,  bearing  the 
President's  recnmmendation. 

The  chief  magirtrate  of  England  becomes  such  by 
bizih  or  deseent;  whence  it  may  happen,  that  a  child> 
or  Dcnon  insane,  may  be  the  King ;  bat  they  know 
mna  apply  the  proper  remedy— a  regency,  by  one  or 
more  eompetent  man  or  men. 

Bnt  the  President  is  a  chief  magistrate  of  oar  own 
choice?  This  is  true  in  theory,  and  ftdse  in  fact.  Mr. 
Ka£son  has  been  twice  imposed  on  die  people  for 
tikdr  President,  by  a  caucus  composed  of  members  of 
Congress,  although,  by  the  Constitution,  members  of 
Congress  are  forbidden  to  be  electors  of  the  President. 
The  American  monarch,  too,  is  but  the  chief  of  a  party, 
while  the  monarch  of  England  is  the  chief  of  the  whole 
nation^ 

The  Senators  of  England  (called  the  Lords)  inherit 
their  tides  and  places,  the  Senators  of  the  United  States 
are  elected  for  six  years  by  the  respective  State  Legis- 
latures. 

In  boUi  countries,  the  members  of  the  Commons  or 
House  ef  RepresentaUves,  are  chosen  by  the  people.  In 
En^and,  it  is  said  there  is  corruption  in  the  elections;  and 
is  there  none  in  the  United  States  ?  In  England,  the 
electors  are  treated  with  beer ;  in  America,  with  whis- 
key. In  England,  it  is  said  moi^ey  is  used  to  corrupt 
die  electors ;  in  America,  the  multitudes  of  offices  m 
the  President-monarch's  gift,  by  being  conferred  ex- 
dnnvely  (a  few  military  offices  in  the  present  des- 
peiate  war  excepted)  on  one  political  sect,  become 
bribes  in  his  hands,  to  retain  his  present  adherents, 
aad  gain  proselytes  from  die  ranks  of  his  opponents, 
in  which  there  are  some  men  too  feeble  in  mind,  or 
too  ODStable  in  principle,  to  resist  the  lure  of  office. 

In  this  sketch  of  the  Governments  of  England  and 
die  United  States,  Mr.  P.  has  aimed  at  a  simple  repre- 
•eafcation  of  what  exists  in  fiict  and  practice.  He  of- 
hu  BO  inferences — discerning  readers  will  make  their 
own.  That  both  are  monarchies,  the  one  elective,  the 
other  hereditary,  or  both  republics,  is  unquestionably 
true.  Bat  whatever  thev  may  be  called,  that  they  are 
sofastantially  the  same,  Mr.  P.  vrill  need  quote  but  one 
anthocity,  which  must  be  decisive  with  all  true  Demo- 
crat&e  Bii^ablicans ;  for  it  is  the  authority  of  Mr.  Jef- 
foraon  hbnaeIC  la  his  famous  letter  to  his  friend  Max>> 
leiy  he  says  of  the  Federalists,  who  framed  and  adopted 
the  present  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutes :  **  their 
avowed  object  is  to  impose  on  us  the  substance,  as 
fbftj  hMve  already  given  us  the  form  of  the  British 
QovflnuDent" 

Bity  notwithstanding  this  affiscted  abhorrence  by 
Mf.  Je&rson,  of  this  anglo-monarchioo  Consdtation 
of  the  United  States,  perhaps  scarcely  any  ambitious 
intrigner  lor  a  throne  ever  strove  more  industriously* 
and  by  varioos  means  to  acquire  it,  than  did  Mr.  Jef* 
fenoo  to  obtain  the  Preridency  of  the  United  States. 
Aod  being  thae  seated  in  the  great  chair  of  State,  he 
never  attempted  (at  least  I  have  never  heard  of  an  at- 
tempt) to  diange  the  Constitution  to  one  which  should, 
in  his  view,  be  more  traly  republican.  The  only 
change  made  in  it,  daring  his  Administration,  was  a 


mischievous  one ;  and  its  objeot  was  to  secure  his  own 
re-election,  vrithout  the  hazard  of  a  oompeUtion  like 
that  which  happened  in  his  first  election.  One  of  the 
strong  objections  to  this  change  was,  that  it  would  nat- 
urally lead  to  the  dioice  of  a  weak  and  incompetent 
person  fbr  die  Vice  President ;  an  officer  who  ought 
always  to  possess  the  eminent  talents  and  virtoes  fit- 
ting a  man  to  the  office  of  Prerident ;  because,  upon 
the  Premdent's  death,  inabiHty,  or  removal,  the  duties 
of  his  office  devolved  on  the  V ioe  Prerident  And  for 
this  the  Coneiitvtion,  as  originally  established,  had 
made  the  proper  provision.' 

The  gendeman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Nelson.)  with 
other  gendemen  on  the  same  ride  of  the  Hoase,  corn- 
plain  of  every  statement  or  remark  importing  any  in« 
flaenoe  of  France  in  the  measores  of  our  Government ; 
and  yet  seem  not  unwilling  to  have  it  thought  that 
Britbh  influence  prevails  on  ti^  other  ride  of  the  House. 
Mr.  P.,  and  his  finends,  make  no  charges  of  French  in« 
fiuence  against  any  honorable  man.  They  only  state 
facts  and  circumstances,  and  if  from  a  view  of  these 
there  appears  to  have  been  a  concert  and  conespond- 
ence  of  measures  and  news  of  our  own  Government 
with  those  ef  France,  whether  the  cause  be  ascribed  to 
French  influence,  or  French  attachment,  on  one  hand, 
and  inveterate,  onrelenting  hatred  to  England  on  the 
other,  hidMrte  prompting  the  wirii  for  sueoess  to  the 
arms  of  France,  whose  despodc  ruler  had  destroyed 
the  independence  of  many  States,  and  was  hasten* 
ing  to  subjugate  the  rest,  while,  with  equal  ardor,  th^ 
anxiouriy  vrished  for  the  overthrow  of  England,  whose 
downfoll  must  necessarily  have  been  followed  by  oar 
ewn;  to  whatever  cause  the  actual  coinridence  of 
American  and  Frenoh  measures  is  to  be  ascribed,  such 
is  unquesdonably  the  fact.  The  best  interests  of  the 
United  States  have  been  sacrificed,  and  their  safety 
and  independence  hatarded,  to  further  the  views  and  in- 
crease the  destroying  power  of  France,  to  whose  tyrant 
nothing  was  wanting  bat  the  subjugadon  of  England, 
to  make  him  master  of  the  worid.  And  for  that  sub- 
jugadon all  the  genuine  disriples  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and 
his  successor,  Mr.  Madison,  and  the  oonstant  and  zealoae 
supporters  of  their  measores,  must  have  ardently  wish- 
ed ;  iatf  certainly,  their  measures  were  calculated  to 
ptodnce  that  lesalt  Who  has  forgotten  the  impiotts 
wish  of  a  member  from  South  Carolina,  (David  R. 
Williams,)  expressed  some  fovr  years  ago,  on  the  fioor 
of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  1  <f  that  oould  be  com* 
mand  the  red  artUlery  of  Heaven,  he  would  drive 
the  fast-anchored  Isle  from  her  moorings.''  Meaning, 
that  he  would  make  a  wreck  of  the  Island  of  Great 
Britain,  or  sink  it  in  the  sea.  Mr.  P.  is  aware  of  a 
secret  motive,  of  a  most  powerful  infiuence,  for  keep- 
ing riive  and  strengthening  the  popular  pasrions  rela- 
dve  to  France  and  England :  it  was  very  Inuch  by 
dierishing  those  opporite  pasrions,  (love  to  France,  and 
hatred  to  England,)  that  the  present  ruling  party  rose 
to  power;  and  to  preserve  it  in  the  same  hands,  the 
force  of  those  pasrions  most  not  be  sufiered  to  i^te, 
mudi  less  to  change ;  for,  with  that  change,  political 
power,  in  the  Nadonal  Government,  would  forthwith 
be  transferred  to  other  hands.  And  the  like  change 
would  take  place  in  the  administradon  of  the  govern- 
ments of  those  States  which  remrin  under  the  infla* 
ence  of  the  popular  delurion.  The  propagation  of  thk 
delusion  vras  succearihlly  carried  on,  even  during  the 
Administradon  of  WAsaiireTOK ;  for,  though  none 
had  the  hardihood  to  charge  him  as  a  friend  to  mon- 
fffriiy  and  aristocracy,  the  slander  was  industriourij 
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gpread,  and  oontinutUj  wpeated,  that  his  priudpal 
ibllowera  and  lupporters  were  all  monarchiats  and 
ariatocrata ; — while  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Madison, 
fonooth,  were  Repnblicana,  true  patriots,  men  of  vir- 
tne  and  integrity,  and  withal  Terj  great  statesmen !  It 
was  this  erroneous  opinion  of  Uiese  two  citizens  on 
wludi  the  popular  delusion  was  bottomed,  and  is  still 
maintained— Hconnected  with  the  popular  feelings,  (ex- 
cited in  our  Revolutionary  war,)  in  favor  of  France, 
and  in  opposition  to  England ;  and  until  the  popular 
opinion  of  those  two  men  be  exactly  reverd^  by  a  dis- 
closure of  their  true  characters,  the  popular  delusion 
will  probably  continue. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  replied  to  a 
part  of  Mr.  Pickerinq'b  speech,  and  gave  his  de- 
cided support  to  the  bill  under  discussion.  He 
spoke  till  the  usual  hourof  adiournment,  without 
hariog  concluded  his  remarks  on  the  subject; 
when  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and* 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Tuesday,  March  1. 

Mr.  MoRFRBE  pr^euted  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  North  Carolina^  praying  the  aid  of 
Congress  in  opening  an  inland  water  eommUai- 
catioD  from  the  Chesapeake  Bay^  to  St.  Mary'd 
river,  in  Georgia.— Referred  to  Mr.  Murfree,  Mr. 
Stockton,  Mr.  Ingbrsoll,  Mr.  Calhoun,  and 
Mr.  Taylor. 

Mr.  Macon  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  to  the 
same  effect  with  the  above. — Referred  to  the 
same  committee. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  "  to  incorporate  a  Fire  Insurance  Com- 

Smy  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of 
olumbia,"  with  amendments;  which  were  twice 
read  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McKbb,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
.  Lands,  reported  a  bill  concerning  Shawanoe  town ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  fo-reorrow. 

Mr.  Inoersoll,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  the  resolution  from  the  Senate 
"authorizing  the  transmission  of  the  public  jour- 
nals and  documents  printed  by  order  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  House  of  Representatives,  to  each  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,'' with  an  amendment;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  resolu- 
tion read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Crappell.  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Mary  Cheever;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  de- 
fence of  the  Northwestern  frontier,  by  granting 
donations  of  laud  to  actual  settlers ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 
Mr.  Desha,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  committee 


to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  J.  J.  Cunow 
on  behalf  of  the  Unitag  Fratrum,  made  an  un- 
favorable report  on  the  same,  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Ingbrsoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,  reported  unfavorably  on  the 
resolution  ordering  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency 
of  removing  the  seat  of  Government  of  Missouri ; 
which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

JUDICIAL  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  Inoersoll  reported  a  bill  farther  to  amend 
the  Judicial  System  of  the  United  States ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next.  The  bill  is  as 
follows : 

A  bill  further  to  amend  the  Judicial  System  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Bt  it  enacted,  4^.>  That  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  shall  have  original  cognizance  of  all 
actions,  suits,  controversies,  matters  and  things,  of 
whatsoever  nature,  which  are  cognizable  by  the  judi- 
cial authority  of  ^e  United  States  under  Uie  Consti- 
tution, saving  only  such  cases  where  exclusive  origi- 
nal jurisdiction  is  by  the  Constitution  given  to  the 
supreme  court  orby  statute  to  the  district  court 

Sxc.  8.  And  be  tt  further  enacted.  That  where  any 
action  or  suit,  at  common  law  or  in  equity,  shall  be 
brought  in  any  State  court  concerning  on^  matters  or 
thhigf ,  or  between  parties  whereof  the  judicial  author- 
ity of  the  United  States  hath  cognizance  by  the  Con- 
stitution, and  the  final  judgment  or  decree  in  such  ac- 
tion or  suit  shall  be  against  the  party  defendant,  in  the 
highest  court  of  law  or  equity  in  such  State,  a  writ  of 
error  or  appeal,  as  the  case  may  require,  shall  lie  in 
favor  of  the  party  defendant,  to  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States,  who  may  thereupon  re-examine  and 
reverse  or  affirm  such,  final  judgment  or  decree,  and 
further  adjudge  therein  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
causes  coming  from  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States  by  writ  of  error  or  appeal ;  and  where  their  judg- 
ments are  final  in  sudi  action  or  suit  may  proceed  to 
execute  the  same  accordingly. 

Skc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  TJiat  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States  shall  have  appellate  jurisdic- 
tion from  all  judgments  and  decrees  of  the  circuit  courts 
of  the  United  States,  in  civil  actions  or  suits  where  the 
matter  in  dispute  exceeds  the  sum  or  value  of  two 
thousand  dollars  exclusive  of  costs,  whether  the  same 
actions  or  suits  were  originally  brought  in  such  circuit 
courts  or  were  removed  there  by  writs  of  error  or  ap- 
peal from  the  district  courts. 

Skc  4.  And  be  it  furth&  enacted^  That  in  all  cases 
of  admiralty  and  mantime  jurisdiction,  including  causes 
of  prize,  the  forms  of  process,  and  the  taking  of  evi- 
dence, and  all  other  proceeding,  shall  be  according  to 
the  course  and  practice  of  adminlty  and  prize  courts^  as 
contra-distinguished  from  courts  of  common  law :  Pro* 
tfided  however,  That  the  several  courts  of  the  United 
States  shaH  continue  to  have  full  power  to  alter,  amend, 
and  regulate  the  same.  And  upon  appeals  to  the  su- 
preme court  no  new  evidence  shall  be  admitted  in  auch 
causes,  saving  and  excepting  where  said  court  in  priae 
causes  shall,  according  to  usage,  direct  further  proo£ 

Skc  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thatin  allcausea 
of  admirslty  and  maritime  jurisdiction  the  respective 
judges  of  the  oourtB  of  the  United  States,  before  whom 
any  such  causes  are  depending,  may  in  vacation,  as 
well  before  as  after  the  return  term  thereof  make  all 
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iDterlocutoTy  ofden  at  to  iUng  claims,  ittpolatioiu, 
appnuements,  and  deliveTy  of  property  on  bail,  and 
,  other  proceedings  preparatory  to  the  final  bearing  of 
the  same  cao8ea»  in  as  lull  and  ample  a  manner,  and 
with  the  same  effisct  as  if  the  same  were  had,  done,  or 
transacted  in  term ;  and  in  like  manner  in  caoses  at 
ccmmon  law  and  in  equity  depending  in  their  courts, 
the  respectiTe  judges  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
may,  in  vacation,  and  as  well  before  as  afler  the  return 
term,  make  any  interlocutory  orders  as  to  the  process, 
hail,  pleadings,  and  other  matters  and  things  prepara- 
tory to  the  final  hearing  of  such  causes,  according  to 
the  practice  and  usage  of  courts  of  common  law  and 
equi^,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner,  and  with  the 
same  efiect,  as  if  the  same  were  had,  done,  and  trans- 
acted in  term. 

8sc  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sereral 
courts  of  the  United  States,  (in  term,)  or  any  judge 
thereof  in  Tacation,  shall  have  full  power  to  grant 
writs  of  habeas  corpus  in  all  cases  warranted  by  the 
usages  of  law  and  cognizable  by  the  judicial  authority 
ef  the  United  States:  Provided  however.  That  in  no 
case  ahall  the  party  be  discharged  upon  any  such  writ 
by  said  court,  or  by  any  judge  thereof,  where  he  shall 
be  in  costody  under  the  process  of  any  court  or  State 
magistrate,  and  shall  not  be  exempted  from  arrest  or 
confinement  thereon  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
Sbc.  7.  And  be  it  further  enctcted.  That  whererer 
any  seizures  shall  be  made  by  any  officer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  under  color  of  his  office,  the  validity  and 
legafityof  such  seizure  shaU  be  exclusively  examinable 
and  determinable  in  the  proper  court  of  the  United 
States  having  cognizance  thereof.  And  the  party  or 
partiai  aggriared  thereby,  may  and  shall  have  f^U  re- 
medy in  such  courts  for  all  damages  sustained  by  such 
aerriees,.  whenever  the  same  shall  be  without  reasonable 


Szc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  wherever, 
in  cases  cognizable  by  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
the  parties  defendant  in  any  suit,  action,  libel,  or  bUl 
in  equi^,  are  citizens  ojE^  or  resident  in,  different  States, 
soch  suit,  action,  libel,  or  biU>  may  be  brought  in  any 
district  where  either  of  the  parties  defendant  dwelleth 
or  hath  his  home;  and  the  proper  process  may  be 
served  upon  all  the  other  parties  wheresoever  tl^ey 
dwell  or  may  be  found. 

Sbc.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  juries,  to 
serve  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
designated  by  lot,  or  otherwise,  in  each  State  or  dis- 
trict respectively,  according  to  Uie  mode  presented  by 
thue  laws  of  the  State,  for  the  time  being,  for  forming 
juries  to  serve  in  the  highest  courts  of  law  of  each 
State,  so  far  as  such  laws  shall  render  such  designai^ 
tion  practicable  by  the  courts  or  other  proper  officers 
of  the  United  States.  And  the  judges  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States  may  in  vacation  order  a  return 
of  juries  from  time  to  time  fh>m  such  parts  of  the 
State  or  district  as  they  shall  in  their  discretion  deem 
meet,  in  (he  same  manner  as  they  are  now  authorized 
to  do  by  law  in  term. 

8ic.  10.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the  re- 
spective judges  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States  and 
ciher  magistrates  having  comjpetent  authority  in  this 
bdial^  on  all  complaints  for  crimes  against  the  United 
Stales  pending  beibre  them,  upon  which  the  defendant 
or  defendants  may  be  imjprisoned,  or  bailed  for  trial 
before  the  proper  court  of  the  United  States,  may,  in 
their  discretion,  require  from  any  witness  in  behalf  of 
Uie  United  States,  on  pain  of  imprisonment,  a  reason 


able  recognizance,  with  snre^  or  sureties  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  such  witness  to  give  testimony  before  sudi 
judge  or  magistrate,  where,  ^m  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  or  otherwise,  it  shall  appear  to  the  court  that 
the  testimony  of  such  witness  may  otherwise  be  lost. 
Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  cir- 
cuit courts  of  the  United  States  shall  have  jurisdiction 
over  all  common  law  and  admiralty  and  maritime 
crimes  and  ofiencee,  which,  undw  the  Constitution,  are 
cognizable  by  the  judicial  power  of  Uie  United  States; 
and  on  conviction  thereof  may,  whwe  no  other  pun- 
ishment is  prescribed  by  law,  puniih  the  same  by  fine 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  and  imprisonment 
not  exceeding  one  year,  or  by  either  fine  or  imprison- 
ment, according  to  the  nature  and  aggravation  of  the 
crime  or  ofience. 

Sac.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  suit 
shall  be  commenced  in  the  State  court,  in  any  case  to 
which  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  does  by 
the  Constitution  extend,  and  the  party  or  parties  or 
defendant  in  any  such  suit  shall,  at  any  time  before 
issue  joined  in  such  State  court,  file  a  petition  sup- 
ported as  to  the  facts  by  his  or  their  affidavits,  if  the 
court  require  it,  for  the  removal  of  the  cause  for  trial 
into  the  next  circuit  court  to  be  held  in  the  district 
where  the  suit  is  pending,  or,  if  the  district  of  Maine 
or  Lomsiana,  to  the  district  court  next  to  be  holden 
therein,  and  ofier  good  and  soffieient  sure^  for  his  or 
their  entering  in  such  court,  on  the  first  day  of  its 
session,  copies  of  said  process  against  him  or  them, 
and  also  for  his  or  their  appearing  and  entering  in 
such  court  spedal  bail  in  the  cause,  if  q»ecial  bail  were 
requisite  th^ein^  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State 
court  to  accept  the  snreW  and  proceed  no  further  in 
the  cause ;  and  any  bail  that  may  originally  have  been 
taken  shall  be  discharged,  and  the  said  copies  being 
entered  as  aforesaid  in  such  court  of  the  United  States, 
the  cause  shall  there  proceed  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  it  had  been  brought  there  by  original  process.  And 
any  attachment  of  the  goods  or  estate  of  the  party  or 
parties  defendant  by  the  original  process,  shall  hold 
the  goods  or  estate  so  attached,  to  answer  the  final 
judgment  in  die  same  manner  as  by  the  laws  of  the 
State  they  would  have  been  holden  to  answer  final 
judgment,  had  it  been  rendered  by  the  court  in  which 
such  suit  commenced.  And  if  Uie  party  or  purUe* 
defendant,  so  removing  such  suit  aforesaid,  shdl  not, 
at  the  trial  thereof  in  such  court  of  the  United  States, 
prove  that  such  suit  is  a  case  to  which  the  jodidal 
power  of  the  United  States  does  by  the  Constitution 
extend,  he  or  they  shall  not  be  permitted  to  avail  him- 
self or  themselves  of  any  other  legal  defence  at  such 
trial,  and  judgment  shall  be  rendered  against  him  or 
them  in  due  form  of  law.  And  in  all  suits  so  removed 
as  aforesaid,  the  circuit  court  shall,  after  final  jtt(^- 
ment,  proceed  to  execute  the  same  according  to  law. 

THB  LOAN  BILL. 

The  Hoose  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Loan  bill. 

Mr.  PiOKBRiNQ,  of  Massachusetts,  by  permission    ' 
of  Mr.  LowNDJBB,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
made  a  few  remarks  in  addition  to,  and  explana- 
tory of,  some  paKts  of  bis  speech  yesterday. 

Mr.  LfOWMDES,  of  South  Carolina,  then  resumed 
the  floor,  and  concluded  in  an  hoar  and  an  half 
the  speech  which  he  commenced  yesterday,  in 
favor  of  the  billj  faring  which  he  replied  to 
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varioas  doetunes  advanced  by  gentlemen  in  the 
OppositioD.  . 

Mr.  Eppeb,  of  Virginia,  next  took  the  floor,  and 
in  a  speech  of  more  than  an  hour,  replied  to  the 
arguments  of  the  Opposition. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  spoke  about  an  half 
an  hour  in  explanation  of  his  former  speech. 

When  be  concluded,  the  bill  under  aebate  was 
ordered  to  be  enj^ros^ed  for  a  third  reading  to- 
morrow,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

WfinNBBDAY,  March  2. 

Mr.  Lattimore,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  12th  ultimo,  reported  a  bill  further  to  ex- 
tend the  right  of  suffrage,  and  to  increase  the 
number  of  members  of  the  Legislative  Council 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  Shawanoe  town, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edwin  T. 
Satterwhite^  late  purser  to  the  brig  Hornet,  was 
.  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  better  organi- 
zing, paying  and  supplyioff  the  Army  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States'?  was  twice  lea^and  conunitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  indemnifica- 
tion of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  was  read  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

PROPOSBD  SUSPENSION  OF  EMBABGO. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  submit  a 
motion  for  consideration.  He  said,  feeling,  as  he 
did,  a  perfect  confidence  in  the  sincerity  of  the 
Administration  to  effect  by  negotiation  at  Grot- 
^  tenburg  ail  honorable  peace,  and  knowing,  as  he 
did,  that  the  President  had  perfect  confidence  in 
the  Prince  Regent  in  his  own  proposition  to  meet 
at  Gottenburg,  to  settle  by  negotiation  the  unbap- 
])y  differences  that  subsist  between  the  two  na- 
tions upon  the  principles  of  the  laws  of  nations 
and  the  maritime  rights  of  Great  Britain ;  and 
from  the  policy  of  this  Government,  tested  by 
their  proposition  throngh  Mr.  Russell,  after  the 
war,  upon  an  agreement  to  negotiate,  on  certain 
conditions,  to  agree  to  an  armistice ;  and  from  the 
proposition  of  the  British  Government,  through 
Admiral  Warren,  on  our  agreement  to  negotiate, 
on  certain  terms,  to  aj^ree,  also,  to  an  armistice ; 
he  thought  he  was  justified,  from  the  conduct 
of  both  Governments,  in  the  belief  that  an  armis- 
tice will  be  agreed  to  on  the  commencement  of 
the  nej^otiations  at  Gbttenburg.  as  the  practice  of 
all  nations,  as  well  as  the  two  Powers  now  nego- 
tiating, evinced  this  to  be  the  common. usage  of 
nations.  It  is  certainly,  said  he,  one  of  the  first 
dicates  of  humanity  to  spare  the  effusion  of  human 
blood ;  and,  during  pending  nej^otiations,  believed 
to  be  entered  into  with  sincerity  and  good  faith, 
it  would  seem  to  me  to  be  a  measure  o£  prinuiry 
importance  to  heal  asperities,  and  then  lead  to  a 
happy  termination  of  the  negotiatioii. . 


If  then,  sir,  the  sword  shall  be  sheathed  during 
the  negotiation,  by  an  armistice— that  sword  that 
can  only  wound  the  enemy — I, ask  if  the  two- 
edged  sword,  the  embargo,  ought  not,  during  the 
negotiation,  also  to  be  sheathcSr— that  which  cuts 
both  friends  and  foes  1  and  whether  it  is  not  our 
duty  to  test  our  devotion  to  our  constituents,  and 
relieve  them  from  alt  pressure  that  may  not  be 
absolutely  necessary?  Their  patriotic  submis- 
sion to  it  while  absolutely  necessary  ta press  the 
enemy  entitles'  them  to  its  removal,  while  the 
prospect  of  peace  induces  a  hope  that  it  may  not 
oe  necessary  as  a  weapon  against  the  enemj. 

Having  myself  advocated  the  embargo  m  the 
Summer  session,  and  the  present  embargo^  aad 
there  being  no  power  to  suspend  it  at  this  time 
but  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  t  have  thought 
it  my  duty  to  submit  the  following  resolutioa ; 
but  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  the  Administration  to  de- 
clare that  it  is  without  their  concert  .and  without 
their  knowledge : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in^ire 
into  the  expediency  of  suspending  the  embargo  law 
daring  the  impending  negotiation  for  peace. 

Mr.  Wright  appeared  to  be  inclined  to  let  bis 
motion  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present ;  but 

Mr.  Grosvenor,  of  New  York,  said  he  con- 
ceived it  was  highly  proper  that  the  fate  of  a 
proposition  of  this  character  should  be  at  once 
known,  and,  therefore,  moved  that  the  House  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Setbert,  of  Pennsylvania,  having  required 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  considera- 
tion, which  by  the  rules  of  the  House  is  not  to  be 
debated,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  65, 
nap  68,  as  follows  : 

YiLkB — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bay^  oi 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham, 
Caperton,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Bavenpoity 
Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dewey,  Duvall,  Ely,  Gaston, 
Geddes,  Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hopkins  of 
New  York,  Howell,  Hufly,  Hungerford,  Kent  of  New 
York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Maoon» 
Markell,  McKee,  MiUer,  Moeeley,  Oakley,  Pickering* 
Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich- 
ardson, Ridgely,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sherwood,  dhip- 
herd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Stuart* 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Waid 
of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilaim 
of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  Wood,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alston,  Avery,  Bard,  Bamett,  Beall» 
Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell* 
Calhoun,  Chappell  Comstock,  Con«rd,  Creighton, 
Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Eaile, 
Bppes,  Farrow,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Griffin* 
Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawea,  IngeraoU, 
Ingham,  hwin,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lef- 
ierts,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McLean,  Moore,  Mnrfree,  Newton^ 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasanto,  Rem  of 
Pennsylvania,  lUiea  of  Tennessee,  Rich^  Sevier,  Scnr- 
bert.  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Yur^ 
ginia,  Tannehill,  Telfoir,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  WhitehiU,  Williams,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  refused  to  oonaider  the  said  f eao- 
lation# 
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THE  LOAN  BILL. 

The  en^ossed  bill  authoriziog  a  loan  of  twenty- 
fire  millions  of  dollars  was  read  a  third  time ; 
and  on  the  question  ^*  Shall  this  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  Stanford, ^f  North  Carolina,  opposed  the 
bill  in  a  speech  of  considerable  length ;  and 

Mr.  Fi8K,  of  Vermont,  spoke  also  at  consider- 
able length  in  support  of  it. 

A  motion  for  the  prerious  question  was  lost  by 
a  small  majority. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  speak  in  fa- 
Tor  of  the  bill  3  but  had  spoken  but  a  few  min- 
utes, when,  on  giving  way  for  the  purpose,  the 
House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  March  3. 

Mr.  £k>PE8  laid  before  the  House  two  letters 
addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  upon  the  subject  of 
the  number  of  mili^a  employed  in  the  actual  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  during  the  year  1813, 
and  of  the  strength  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Kent,  f^om  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  establishing  the  Bank 
of  the  Metropolis ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McKee,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons 
who,  by  mistake,  have  made  wrong  entries  on 
poblic  lands;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  th«  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  that  part  of 
the  State  of  Ohio  which  borders  on  Lake  Erie, 
presented  on  the  IQth  and  24th  ultimo,  and  of  the 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  presented 
on  the  25th  ultimo  \  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
committee  for  rerbing  the  militia  laws. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  Crawford,"  with  amendments,  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

REMISSION  OF  FORFEITURE. 
Mr.  Irving,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  petition  of  G^eorge  Walkingtoo,  made  a  re- 
port thereon ;  which  was  read,  as  follows  r 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
find,  by  the  statement  of  the  petitioner,  supported  by 
oCiier  leapectable  Tonchen,  that,  in  the  year  1808,  being 
m  mariner,  out  of  employ,  on  acconnt  orthe  embargo,  he 
wmm  flBgi^ged  by  a  Mr.  George  M.  Wooli^,  at  tiiat 
tase  a  rapectable  merchant  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
to  take  charge  of  the  ahip  Haleyon,  to  clear  her  out 
fmok  the  port  of  said  city,  and  to  cainr  her  to  the  port 
e^Jcoey,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Hudson  river. 

That  shortly  after  he  carried  the  said  ship  to  Jersey, 
a  enCaiQ  waa  placed  onboard  of  her,  and  the  petitioner 
diicaargedy  receiving  as  a  compensation  fi>r  his  aerri- 
cat  for  Uie  time  he  had  charge  of  her,  ten  doUara. 
Iliat,  when  he  cleared  the  said  ship  out  from  the  port 
of  New  York,  he  ngned  certain  papers  at  the  custom 
houae  which,  as  hc^  had  never  cleared  a  ship  out  be- 
fore, he  supposed  to  be  mere  papers  relating  to  her 


clearance.  That,  in  the  year  1810,  he  was  arrested, 
at  the  suit  of  the  United  States,  on  a  bond  for  $57,000, 
which,  to  his  surprise,  he  then  learned  was  an  instru- 
ment he  unwittingly  Agned  at  the  time  of  the  said 
clearance.  That,  being  friendless,  and  not  able  te  pro- 
cure surety  for  such  an  amount,  he  was  placed  in  pris- 
on, and  remained  there  for  ten  months,  when,  by  the 
commiseration  of  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York 
and  the  attorney  for  the  district,  who  joined  in  a  peti- 
tion with  him  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the 
penal  bond  was  reduced  to  $800,  for  which  he  gave 
bail,  and  then  applied  himself  to  his  avocation,  in  the 
hope  of  making  sufficient  to  meet  the  bond.  That, 
while  thus  in  the  prosecution  of  his  calling  as  a  mar- 
iner, he  was  taken  at  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent war  with  Great  Britain,  was  carried  into  Gibraltar, 
where  his  cargo  and  all  his  little  property  was  con- 
demned, and  himself  detained  a  prisoner  of  war  eleven 
months.  That  being  at  length  exchanged,  he  re- 
turned in  a  cartel  from  London  to  the  United  States, 
and  on  arriving  in  the  city  of  New  York,  he  found  judg- 
mententered  against  him  on  the  penal  bond,  and  was 
surrendered  to  prison  by  his  bail.  That  he  is  now  pen- 
niless, in  abject  want,  and  has  a  wife  and  two  small 
children,  who  are  likwise,  through  his  imprisonment, 
involved  in  the  same  state  of  penni^  and  suffering. 

From  the  testimony  of  others  in  behalf  of  the  char- 
acter and  cireumatances  of.  the  petitioner,  the  commit- 
tee are  of  opinion  that  his  situation  ia  as  deplorable  as  he 
repreaents,  and  that  he  has  been  an  unauq»eeting 
dupe ;  especially  ao,  when  thev  take  into  consideration 
the  smallness  of  the  sum,  ten  uoUars,  which  was  all  that 
he  received  .for  his  services  on  board  of  the  said  vessel ; 
which  he  states  to  have  been  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
p^r  day,  the  wages  usually  allowed  in  the  port  of  New 
Vork  to  those  who  are.employed  as  ship  keepers. 

The  committee  are  convmced  that  a  man  of  the  char^ 
acter  the  petitioner  is  r^resented  to  have  possessed, 
would  hardly  have  rendered  himself  liable  to  the  con- 
sequences which  have  overtaken  him  for  so  paltzy  a 
sum.  If,  however,  he  should  have  been  guilty,  &ey 
are  of  opinion  that  the  law  has  been  fully  satined  for 
his  offence,  in  his  imprisonment  for  sixteen  months, 
and  his  having  been  reduced  to  his  preeent  state  of  ab- 
solute wretdiedness  and  want. 

They  therefore  beg  IMve  to  report  a  bill  for  hia 
relief. 

Mr.  Irving  then  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
George  Walkington ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

THE  LOAN. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business,  viz:  the  bill  authorizing  a 
Loan. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  redeemed  the  pledge 
he  had  yesterday  given,  by  a  speech  in  support  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Grosvenor,  of  New  York,  followed  in 
opposition  to  it,  and  in  vindication  and  support 
of  his  first  speech  on  this  subject. 

During  Mr.  Grosvenor's  speech,  consideraible 
irritation  was  caused  in  the  House  by  what  the 
Speaker  deemed  the  personality  of  his  remarks^ 
and  for  which  he  was  called  to  order  by  the 
Chair,  and  made  the  required  explanation. 

When  he  sat  down,  several  gentlemen  rose  to 
speak. 
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Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolioa,  said  his  ans- 
ietjr  for  the  question,  and  for  an  early  adjourn- 
jnent  of  Congress,  would  have  induced  him  to 
remain  in  his  seat,  but  that  it  was  now  near  four 
o'clock,  and  he  did  not  expect  that  any  vote 
would  be  taken  to-day.  except  the  one  on  the 
passage  of  the  hill,  and  he  would  not  delay  that 
but  for  a  short  time;  he  would,  therefore,  express 
his  opinion  in  as  few  words  as  he  could  on  some 
of  the  topics  which  had  been  brought  into  the 
debate. 

It  has,  Mr.  Speaker,  been  more  than  once 
hinted  or  insinuated  that  the  Southern  States  are 
unfriendly  to  New  England.  These  hints  stud 
insinuations  are  founded  in  error.  No  fact  had 
been  stated,  nor  in  his  opinion  could  one  be  sta- 
ted, which  would  justify  the  remarks  he  had  fre- 
quently heard  made  on  this  subject.  Such  re- 
marks produce  no  effect  in  the  Southern  States, 
because  the  people  there  know  there  is  no  foun- 
dation for  thfm,  and  it  is  possible  they  were  not 
intended  for  that  part  of  the  nation ;  indeed  it 
Memn  impossible,  unfounded  as  they  are,  that 
they  should  produce  any  in  any  |Mirt  of  the 
country.  The  fact,  if  true,  could  be  easily  as- 
certained by  almost  any  person  liWng  in  New 
Bngland,  because  erery  year  people  emigrate 
frofn  there  to  the  Sonthern  States,  and  ihe  emi- 
f^nts  could  surely  furnish  the  proof  if  it  ex- 
isted. The  truth  is,  the  emigrants  are  there  re- 
ceived as  brethren  of  one  great  family.  .  Besides, 
it  most  be  known  to  many  gentlemen  in  the 
House,  that  each  of  the  three  Southern  States 
have  been  represented  in  Congress  by  a  native  of 
New  England.  Look  around  this  hall,  and  you 
will  see  several  Representatives  from  the  South- 
em  States  who  have  been  educated  there ;  and 
the  practice  is  continued  of  sending  young  men 
from  the  South  to  the  North  to  be  educated, 
though  at  this  time  they  have  excellent  colleges 
and  academies  in  their  own  States ;  and  can  it 
be  believed  that  men  under  such  circumstances 
would  send  their  sons  to  be  educated  in  a  coun- 
try to  which  they  were  so  unfriendly  as  to  be 
almost  hostile?  Again,  it  must  be  known  that  a 
great  number  of  gentlemen  from  the  South  reg- 
ularly spend  their  Summers  in  New  England ; 
and  would  they  go  to  spend  their  time  and  money 
among  a  (people  whom  they  disliked  7  If  not 
impossible  it  is  improbable. 

It  has  also  been  stated  in  the  same  indirect 
way,  that  the  Southern  States  are  unfriendly  to 
commerce.  No  fact  has  been  stated  to  support 
the  charge,  and  it  is  sincerely  believed  that  one 
cannot  be.  Hence  this  most  be  met  like  the 
other,  by  an  endeavor  to  demonstrate  that  this 
also  is  founded  in  error,  as  in  truth  it  is.  The 
drawback  and  discriminating  duties  are  proofs 
that  American  commerce  and  navigation  are 
higjily  favored  by  law ;  and  the  annual  reports 
from  the  Treasury  show  that  the  people  ot  the 
South  are  not  much  engaged  in  either,  and  the 
Journal  of  this  House  will  show  that  no  South- 
ern member  has  attempted  to  get  either  law  re- 
pealed. But  of  what  use  would  their  cotton,  to- 
Daceo,  provisions,  and  lumber  be,  if  they  could 


not  be  exported  ?  The  nation  cannot  consume 
them.  Of  what  use  would  their  laborers  be,  if 
the  products  of  their  labor  could  neither  be  con- 
sumed in  the  country  nor  exported  ?  And  while 
they  hold  a  particular  sort  of  population  they 
will  not,  I  imagine,  be  either  a  commercial  or 
navigating  (>eopie.  The  reasons  for  this  opinion 
it  is  not  necessary  to  state.  They  will  occur  to 
every  one.  Virginia  is  an  example  of  its  cor- 
rectness; her  natural  advantages  for  commerce 
and  navigation  are  not  surpassed  by  any  part  of 
the  country,  and  we  all  know  that  she  is  not  one 
of  the  great  commercial  and  navigating  States. 
The  Southern  people,  like  all  other  people,  wish 
to  get  their  produce  to  market  as  cheap  as  they 
can,  and  they  believe  if  you  suffer  any  one  Pow- 
er to  monopolize  the  carrying  trade,  that  that 
Power  will  extort  what  price  she  pleases  for  car- 
rying; and  that  if  you  suffer  Great  Briuin  to  be 
the  monopolizer,  that  they  will  not  only  in  time 
of  peace  have  to  pay  her  extorted  price,  but  that 
often  in  the  time  or  war  they  will  have  an  ex- 
torted war  price  to  pay.  In  order,  therefore,  to 
get  their  produce  carried  to  market  as  cheap  as 
possible,  they  have  been  willing  to  encourage  m 
competition.  If  the  people  o^  the  Southern  States 
are  not  friendly  to  the  export  and  import  trade, 
and  the  coasting,  too,  they  must  be  worse  than  a 
man,  if  such  a  one  is  in  the  world,  who  would 
cut  off  his  own  thumb  to  pinch  the  little  finger 
of  his  neighbor.  It  had  been  said  that  the  re- 
strictive system,  as  it  was  called,  operated  harder 
on  New  England  than  on  the  Southern  States. 
This,  I  apprehend,  was  a  mistake ;  it  operated  on 
the  whole  produce  of  the  Southern  country, 
while  it  only  operated  to  the  amount  of  the 
freiffht  on  those  conoerned  in  navigation ;  so  that 
if  the  Southern  planters  could  not  sell  their 
crops,  the  New  England  men  engaged  in  navi- 
gation could  not  get  the  freight ;  its  operation 
was  rather  a  postponement  of  sale  and  freight 
than  a  real  loss.  But  the  Southern  Republicans 
have  been  directly  charged  with  being  the  inven- 
tors of  the  restrictive  system,  as  it  is  called. 
This  is  another  misuke.  If  gentlemen  will  ex- 
anaine  the  documents  on  the  Clerk's  table,  they 
will  find  it  first  mentioned  since  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution  by  the  then  Major  (now  Major 
General)  Pinckaev,  when  Minister  at  London. 
The  restrictions,  however,  of  which  we  have 
heard  so  much,  certainly  grew  out  of  the  cele- 
brated Boston  memoriaL  Permit  me,  sir,  here 
to  remark,  though  it  has  not  much  to  do  with 
the  question,  yet  quite  as  much  as  a  great  deal 
you  have  heard,  that  I  have  long  thought  that 
the  interests  of  New  England  and  the  I^Hithem 
States  are  more  intimately  connected  than  these 
of  the  Middle  and  the  Southern.  The  Southern 
are  almost  entirely  concerned  in  agricnltnre,  and 
the  Eastern  are  greatly  concerned  in  navigation, 
hence  they  are  not  rivals  in  any  market;  and  it 
parties  in  this  country  had  been  formed  on  local 
and  interested  considerations,  it  is  probable  they 
would  have  been  united  against  the  Middle 
States ;  but  the  present  parties  were  formed  by 
putting  different  constructions  on  the  Coastitn- 
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tion  of  the  Unued  States.  Ooe  word  more  as  to 
the  restrictioQs.  The  majority  who  roted  for 
them  andonbtedly  did  so  uoder  a  strong  convic- 
tion that  they  were  promoting  the  general  wel- 
fare, and  that  the  state  -of  our  foreign  affairs  ah- 
solntely  required  them.  The  embargo,  every 
one  knows,  was  the  only  act  among  them  for 
which  I  voted,  and  that  was  solely  with  a  view 
to  avoid  war ;  and  I  now  verily  believe  that  an 
adherence  to  the  first  act  for  a  few  months  long- 
er, would  hare  produced  the  desired  effect.  It  is 
possible  that  the  whole  of  the  restrictions  may 
have  been  wrong,  and  that  it  would  have  been 
right  to  let  Great  Britain  go  on  as  she  had  done, 
both  impressing  and  plundering ;  but,  if  wrong, 
they  were  surely  not  wickedly  so,  because  they 

r rated  as  equally  as  any  general  laws  could  on 
whole  community,  and  the  wicked,  however 
wiiliog  they  might  be  fbr  others  to  suffer  for  the 
public  good,  are  scarcely  ever  willing  to  do  so 
themselves ;  they  are  pretty  certain,  if  they  have 
it  in  their  power,  to  take  good  care  of  themselves, 
and  how  easy  could  the  majority,  if  thev  had 
acted  on  wicked  principles,  have  permitted  neu- 
trals to  carry'  away  the  produce  or  their  fields  ? 
Mr.  M.  said  he  sincerely  lamented  that  his  col- 
league (Mr.  Gaston)  should  have  thought  it  ne- 
cessary to  hate  stated  the  unfortunate  situation 
of  their  native  States  he  agreed  with  his  col- 
lea^e  in  lamenting  that  there  was  a  slave  in  the 
nauoo ;  indeed  he  should  be  ^ad  that  there  was 
not  one  of  the  African  race  m  it  j  but  what  had 
the  conditiouiof  these  people  to  do  with  the  cause 
of  the  war  7  If  it  be  a  reason  for  not  opposing 
the  abominable  nractice  of  impressment,  will  it 
not  be  a  reason  for  not  opposing  anv  wrong  that 
may  be  inflicted  on  the  country^  And  he  could 
noc  conceive  a  greater  wrong  than  impressment. 
Bat,  slave  or  no  slave,  he  was  determined  to  live 
and  die  with  her.  He  would  stick  to  her  as  well  in 
adversity,  if  it  ever  overtook  her,  as  he  would  in 
prosperity.  No  misfortune  that  coqld  happen  to 
her  would  induce  him  to  leave  her,  and  ne  re- 
ligionsiy  believed  that  no  State  in  thcvUnion  was 
better  governed. 

Much  has  been  said  about  free  ships  making 
free  ^[oods.  The  United  States  have  long  since 
firen  tip  this  point,  and  cannot  now  contend  for 
It.  But  it  is  sorely  known  to  erery  man  the  least 
acquainted  with  the  proceedings  of  the  old  Con- 
gress, that  during  the  Revolutionary  war  that 
House  was  anxious  to  have  the  laws  of  nations 
so  settled  and  understood,  that  free  ships  should 
make  free  goods ;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  first 
Administration  under  the  present  Constitution 
was  not  averse  to  the  principle.  The  very  first 
treaty  made  by  the  United  States  contains  a  clause 
deelariog  that  free  ships  shall  make  free  goods, 
contraband  of  war  excepted. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  ask  the  gentlemen  from  the 
navigating  States,  if  it  is  possible  that  they  can 
believe  that  Great  Britain  will  ever  suffer,  if  she 
can  prevent  it,  any  nation  except  herself  to  be  a 
mat  commercial  and  navigating  people  7  If  they 
do,  it  seems  to  me  that  a  careful  examination  of 
her  history  from  the  days  of  the  Stuarts  to  the 


present  time  will  convince  them  that  they  are 
greatly  mistaken.  Some  of  the  many  wars  which 
she  has  been  engaged  in  have  been  most  assuredly 
carried  on  to  destroy  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion of  a  rival^  and  this  was  done  at  a  time  when 
she  was  not  in  Europe  acknowledged  to  be  the 
mistress  of  the  ocean ;  and  have  not  what  she 
calls  her  maritime  rights  grown  with  her  mari- 
time power  ?  And  now  that  she  has  no  rival  in 
that  kind  of  power,  can  it  it  be  expected  she  will 
suffer  one  to  grow  up  if  she  can  prevent  it  ?  The 
war  in  which  we  are  now  engaged  is  to  protect 
our  maritime  rights.  Our  jprowing  commerce 
and  navigation  had  made  her  jealous  of  our  grow- 
ing power,  and  she  endeavored  by  impressment 
and  Orders  in  Council  to  destroy  both,  for  she 
had  nearlj  violated  every  neutral  and  maritime 
right  which  belongs  to  us  before  war  was  de- 
clared ;  in  fact  she  may  be  said  to  have  been  at 
war  with  us  while  we  were  at  peace  with  her. 
But  to  attempt  to  conquer  Canada  in  a  war  car- 
ried on  for  sailors'  rights  and  free  trade,  fand  no 
words  in  our  language  could  better  denne  the 
cause  of  the  war,)  is  called  a  new  mode  of  pro- 
tecting and  defending  them.  It  is  true  that  the 
injuries  which  have  been  done  to  us  have  been 
done  on  the  water,  and  that  we  undertake,  in 
part,  to  aveifge  them  on  the  land,  and  there  is 
nothing  new  in  this.  No  matter  what  the  origi- 
nal cause  of  a. war  may  have  been,  when  two  na- 
tions are  engaged  in  it,  it  is  the  constant  practice 
to  strike  where  the  enemy  will  most  severely  feel ; 
and  nations  which  have  been  forced  to  war,  as 
we  have  been,  have  generallv  been  willing  to  ac- 
quire something  which  might  remunerate  them 
at  least  for  the  expense  they  had  been  compelled 
to  incur,  and  Canada  would  reimburse  the  Uni- 
ted States  all  the  expense  they  may  be  at — the 
duties  on  imports  alone  would  do  this.  It  cannot 
be  forffotten  that  Great  Britain  acquired  New 
York  from  the  Dutch  in  a  war  not  forced  upon 
her,  but  undertaken  to  destroy  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  the  Dutch.  The  history  of  that 
war  ouj[ht  to  convince  us  that  Great  Britain  is 
not  wilung  to  have  a  rival  of  any  kind  on  the 
ocean;  and  the  last  treaty  between  her  and 
France  ought  to  convince  the  world  that  neither 
of  them  pay  much  respect  to  the  rights  of  other 
nations. 

To  the  best  of  my  recollection  this  is  the  first 
session  of  Congress  at  whicli  the  war  has  been 
ctfUed  wicked  and  unjust;  when  it  was  declared, 
it  was  only  inexpedient ;  all  then  seemed  to  ad- 
mit that  there  was  just  cause  for  it,  and  nothing 
has  taken  place  since  which  could  change  its 
character.  The  conduct  of  the  enemy  at  Hamp- 
ton, and  indeed  at  almost  every  place  where  he 
has  had  the  power,  has  been  such  as  no  civilized 
man  could  have  expected;  but  his  abominable 
conduct  cannot  render  the  war  either  wicked  or 
unjust  on  our  part.  The  most  wicked  part  of  the 
war  seems  to  be  the  attack  on  Canada,  and  a  de- 
sire as  is  supposed  to  attach  it  to  the  United 
States.  All  the  gentlemen  who  oppose  the  bill 
are  also  opposed  to  having  Canada,  though  a  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  (Mr.  Grosvenor)  has 
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said  that  we  shall  have  it  some  time  or  other.  Is 
is  possible  that,  when  we  were  British  colonies, 
all  the  British  statesmen,  with  the  great  Lord 
Chatham  at  their  head,  were  mistaken  as  to  the 
value  and  importance  of  Canada  to  the  then 
colonies  ?  They  considered  it  of  the  first  conse- 
quence, and  spared  neither  men  or  money  to  take 
it.  Again,  is  it  possible  that  all  the  sages  of  the 
Revolution,  with  General  Washington  at  their 
head,  were  mistaken  in  their  wish  to  obtain  it 
and  attach  it  to  the  United  States  ?  I  ought  to 
have  said  to  admit  it  into  the  Union,  because  the 
articles  of  the  old  Confederation  has  a  clause, 
expressly  declaring  that  Canada  may  be  admit- 
ted into  the  union  of  the  States.  In  the  first 
treaty  with  France  provision  was  made  for  it, 
and  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  there 
is  a  clause,  which  I  have  always  understood  was 
intended  to  admit  it  into  the  iJnion  \  the  clause 
does  not  apply  to  Territories,  because  they  come 
into  the  Union  under  an  ordinance  of  the  old 
Congress.  If  these  gentlemen  &re  now  right  in 
not  wishing  to  have  Canada,  then  all  the  British 
statesmen  and  American  Revolutionary  patriots 
were  wrong  in  wanting  it ;  and  if  it  is  now  wicked 
to  attack  it.  it  was  quite  as  wicked  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  It  was  then  attacked  by  men 
whose  purity  of  heart  was  nevec  questioned  by 
their  countrymen,  and  bv  men  who  lived  in  the 
days  which  tried  tneir  souls ;  and  let  it  be  remem- 
bered, that  the  war  df  the  Revolution  was  de- 
fensive, especially  by  those  who  talked  so  much 
about  defensive  war;  and  let  it  also  be  remem- 
bered by  those  who  have  told  us  that  the  Cana- 
dians were  not  represented  in  Parliament,  there- 
fore had  no  hand  m  injuring  us,  that  they  were 
not  then  represented  in  Parliament,  and  had  no 
hand  in  opposinjo^  the  tax  on  tea;  they  form  a 

Eart  of  the  British  Empire,  and  as  a  part  have 
een  attacked.  The  object  of  this  war  and  that 
of  the  Revolution  is  the  same,  though  we  are 
not  in  the  same  situation  with  those  who  con- 
certed that.  The  object  of  both  is  to  prevent  op- 
pression and  to  maintain  our  rights.  Will  it  be 
believed  in  this  nation  that  the  gallant  Mont- 
ffomery  fell  in  a  wicked,  unjust  attack  on  duebec  ? 
He  lives  in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen,  not  for 
a  wicked  and  unjust  attack,  but  for  the  brave  and 
faithful  discharge  of  his  duty  in  a  most  glori- 
ous and  honorable  war.  The  mentioning  his 
name  brings  to  my  recollection  the  names  of 
Mercer  and  Qates ;  could  they  have  heard,  the 
doctrine  of  perpetual  allegiance,  which  has  been 
advocated  on  this  floor,  it  woula^  no  doubt,  have 
made  similar  impressions  on  their  minds  to  Uiose 
which  were  made  on  the  mind  of  the  venerable 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Findlet.) 
The  first  being  an  Irishman,  the  second  a  Scotch- 
man, and  the  third  an  Englishman.  This  doc- 
trioe  of  perpetual  allegiance  was  not  I  imagine 
in  their  day  advocated  on  the  floor  of  Congress. 
If  these  men,  and  many  others  equally  patriotic, 
were  not  traitors  according  to  the  doctrine  we 
have  heard  advanced,  it  must  be  because  rights 
exist  in  a  civil  war,  which  do  not  exist  in  any 
other ;  and  exactly  the  reverse  ia  understood  to 


be  both  the  law  and  the  practice  of  nations.  We 
all  wish  for  peace  that  may  last  long ;  how  is 
such  a  peace  to  be  obtained?  Not  by  begging, 
but  by  manfully  maintaining  our  rights.  The 
acquisition  of  Canada  (pardon  me  for  so  saving) 
and  Florida  would  add  much  to  the  probability 
of  a  peace  being  lasting ;  for  while  these  remain 
IB  the  possession  of  any  European  Gavernment, 
that  Government  will  most  assuredly  manage  the 
Indians  so  as  to  force  an  Indian  war  on  us  when* 
ever  it  pleases.  The  reason  i^  in  the  nature  of  the 
Governments.  In  Europe  there  is  always  secret 
service  money  enough  to  bribe  and  corrupt  who- 
ever will  be  bribed  or  corrupted,  and  with  this 
fund  they  will  manage  the  Indians.  Besides  this, 
in  the  European  Giovernments  there  is  not  the 
same  responsibility  in  the  Blxecutive  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  public  money  as  in  ours;  and  I  hope 
that  ours  will  never  be  like  theirs  in  that  or  in 
any  other  respect.  It  cannot  be  forgotten  that 
when  France  owned  Canada  she  so  managed  the 
Indians  as  to  have  a  majority  of  them  on  her  side 
whenever  she  and  Great  Britain  were  at  jnrar. 
The  cause  of  her  superior  management  was,  that 
her  King  was  absolute,  and  could  do  what  he 
pleased  ;  of  course  there  was  no  responsibility  to 
the  nation  for  the  expenditure  of  public  money ; 
and  perhaps  hot  much  to  him  or  any  one  else ; 
certainly  much  less  than  there  was  in, Great  Brit- 
ain at  that  time.  And  since  our  independence 
Great  Britain  has  so  managed  them,  notwith- 
standing our  constant  endeavors  to  civiivze  them 
and  better  their  condition,  as  now  to  have  a  ma- 
jority of  them  on  her  side.  The  cause  is  the 
same  in  her  Government.  There  is  less  respon- 
sibility for  public  money  than  in  ours  \  and,  be- 
sides, she  has  secret  servibe  money,  as  much  as 
the  Minister  wishes,  and  we  have  none.  Our 
frontier  settlements  never  can  be  safe,  or  even 
comfortable,  while  any  European  nation  has  the 
management  of  the  Indians:  and  as  long  as  any 
of  them  have  Canada  or  Florida,  I  have  endea- 
vored to  show  that  they  will  manage  them.  Let  the 
United  States  have  them,  and  the  Western  fron- 
tier would  not  require  a  cent  for  protection,  and 
we  should  save  all  the  expense  of  naval  arma- 
ments on  the  Lakes.  How  much  this  mieht  be 
no  man  can  tell ;  because  no  man  can  tell  what 
force  will  be  sufficient  to  give  us  or  any  other 
nation  the  command  over  them;  and  we  ought 
to  command  them  for  this  plain  reason  :  whoever 
commands  them  will  command  the  adjoiniiig 
country. 

Some  of  th^  gentlemen  who  oppose  the  bill, 
have  said  they  would  vote  money  to  defend  the 
soil ;  that  is,  they  would  vote  money  to  defend 
themselves,  but  not  to  defend  the  poor  and  almost 
friendless  sailor  who  carries  the  produce  of  the 
soil  to  foreign  markets,  and  without  whose  labor 
the  soil  would  not  be  more  valuable  to  us  than  it 
is  to  the  savages;  and  at  the  same  session  that  they 
will  not  vote  money  to  defend  him,  thev  ▼ote 
him  thanks  and  money  for  his  bravery  and  good 
conduct  in  a  war  which  they  call  picked  and 
unjust  But  they  would  vote  money  to  defend 
the  soil.  I  should  like  to  hear  from  them  in  what 
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they  would  attempt  to  defend  the  West- 
ern and  Soathem  firontJer«oB  a  plan  purely  deien- 
sire ;  they  could  not  rely  on  a  few  forts  and  garri- 
sons, beeaase  the  Indians  would  steal  into  the  set- 
tlements and  scalp  within  siffht  of  the  forts.  A 
defensive  war  tagire  effectual  protection  against 
Indian  depredation  and  murder,  would  require 
more  men  and  money  than  the  most  actire  war 
of  iaTasion.  If  those  who  ulk  so  much  about 
de^enstve  war  would  only  take  the  trouble  to  in- 
^nire  of  the  yeteran  patriot  from  Tennessee,  who 
sits  before  me  (Mr.  Sevier,)  who  has  probably 
been  in  more  battles  against  the  Indians  and 
British  than  I  am  years  old.  he  would,  I  ex- 
pect, inform  them,  that  experience  had  tauffht 
Aim  that  the  frontier  people  could  not  be  defended 
by  forts  and  garrisons  against  savage  invasion  and 


I  agrea  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Pickering,)  that  wars  have  been  heretofore 
carried  on  for  property,  and  will  add,  that  the 
qoaai  war  with  France  was  for  property,  and  those 
tnen  in  power  voted  money  without  any  difficulty 
whatever.  But  this  war  differs  from  all  others 
in  this  respect,  at  least,  that  it  is  ^sarried  on  for 
the  righu  of  the  poor  and  not  for  the  property  of 
the  rich ;  and  this  is  the  only  country  in  the  world 
where  the  rich  and  the  poor  are  really  equal,  and 
^•hete  the  poor  have  as  much  power  as  the  rich  $ 
itt  aU  others  the  poor  are-  almost  friendless  and 
wilhoat  any  share  in  the  Gbvernment.  Tbb  war 
is  BOf  for  property.  Therefore  it  is,  that  those 
who  claim  to  have  the  most  wealth  are  not  wil- 
ling to  vote  money  to  support  a  war  carried  on 
fot  the  rights  of  the  poor.  Th^  rich  are  not  al- 
ways wiUing  to  relieve  the  poor,  or  Lazarus  would 
not  have  remained  nnfed  at  the  rich  man's  door, 
Bor  woold  our  poor  sailors  have  wanted  the  pro- 
tection of  their  country  or  the  aid  of  those  who 
hnd  got  hch  by  their  voyages ;  more  noise  would 
have  been  made  for  the  impressment  of  twenty 
rieh  merchanu  than  for  the  impressment  of 
twenty  hundred  poor  sailors,  and  in  a  war  to  re- 
lease and  protect  them  the  want  of  money  would 
BOt  have  been  heard  of.  The  war  of  the  Revo- 
huion  was  to  prevent  being  taxed  without  our 
consent,  and  I  shonld  be  glad  to  know,  whether 
there  is  one  man  in  the  nation  who  had  rather 
be  impressed  than  to  pay  a  trifling  tax  on  tea, 
inapoaed  without  his  consent  or  that  of  his  repre- 
sentatives. Impresssement  must  be  also  without 
his  consent.  That  war  was  to  prevent  beins^ 
taxed  when  Colonies,  by  the  British  Parliament, 
wilhont  our  consent ;  and  this  war  is  to  prevent 
being  taxed  now  we  are  independent  bv  the  JBritish 
Gewnment without  our  consent;  for  impress- 
anent  is  a  tax  of  the  most  grievous  kind.  All  taxes 
aanst  be  paid  by  the  produce  of  labor,  but  the  tax 
oi  impreMient  not  only  deprives  the  sailor  of  the 
right  of  laboring  himself,  but  confines  him  and 
feveet  him  to  fight  not  the  battles  of  his  country, 
but  those  of  a  foreign  nation,  who  taxes  him,  re- 
ceires  the  tax  and  forces  him  to  fight  her  battles. 
b  hct  impressment  is  not  only  a  tax^  but  the 
nMBt  detestable  tyranny  and  oppression  that  ever 
was  practieed  by  one  independent  nation  over 


another.  Can  it  be  possible,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
the  men  who  so  gloriously  resisted  the  tax  on 
tea  j  the  men  by  whose  patriotic  efforts  you  now 
sit  in  that  chair,  would,  when  independent,  sub- 
mit to  impressment,  nay,  that  they  would  have 
collected  documents  to  prove  impressment,  a  fact 
known  to  every  man  m  both  nations?  What 
would  have  been  their  feelings,  when  they  knew 
that  their  countrymen  who  had  been  impressed 
before  war  was  declared,  had,  after  it  was  de- 
clared, been  ignominiouslyflogged  for  refusing  to 
do  duty ;  that  i&  to  fight  against  their  own  toun- 
try?  Would  the  tax  on  tea  have  gone  to  the 
hearts  of  these  men,  and  impressment  have  been 
borne  by  them  with  patience?  Impressment  is 
as  much  worse  than  the  tax,  as  freedom  is  better 
than  impressment. 

A  coinplaint  has  been  made,  with  a  very  long 
lace,  that  this  war  will  cost  money.  The  friends 
of  these  gentlemen  made  no  such  complaint  in 
the  quasi  war.  It  is,  however,  certainly  true 
tfiat  it  will  cost  money ;  so  has  every  war  that 
ever  was.  And  if  we  determine  not  to  defend 
onr  national  ri^ts,  we  shall  soon  have  none  to 
defend.  But,  sir,  had  calculations  like  these  we 
have  heard  deterred  our  fathers  from  carrying  on 
the  war  in  which  they  were  engaged,  we  should 
not  have  been  free,  nor  now  debating,  in  this  ele- 
ffant  Hall,  whether  American  sailors  should  also 
be  free.  They  wanted  both  men  and  money,  but 
they  persevered  to  the  end,  and  obtained  that  for 
which  they  contended — liberty  and  independence. 
If  we  only  follow  their  example  we  shall  establish 
sailors'  rights  and  free  trade. 

Much  has  been  said  about  a  national  debt.  No 
man  dislikes  one  more  than  I  do.  It  never  was 
my  opinion  that  a  national  debt  was  a  national 
blessing.  And  I  dislike  taxes  as  much  as  I  do  a 
nation^  debt ;  but  1  do  not  dislike  them  quite  as 
much  as  I  hate  impressment;  and  before  I  would 
acknowledge  thenffht  of  Qreat  Britain  to  impress 
American  citizens,  I  would  bear  as  much  of  both 
as  I  could  without  complaining.  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  have  more  feeling^  on  this  subject  than 
others  have.  Every  man  in  the  nation  can  form 
a  correct  opinion  on  the  question,  by  supposing 
his  own  son  impressed,  and  treated  like  others 
have  been.  It  seems  to  me  that  to  the  parent  there 
could  be  but  little,  if  any,  difierence  between  im- 
pressment and  death.  This  war  has  not  been 
supported  by  me  because  a  particular  .man  is 
President,  but  because  I  thought  we  should  lose, 
one  by  one,  all  our  national  lights  unless  we  de- 
fend them,  and  b^sause  I  thought  the  sailors  had 
the  s|ime  right  to  protection  that  other  people 
had.  I  care  but  little  who  is  President  \  all  I  ask 
of  him  is  to  administer  the  Executive  part  of  (he 
Qovernment  well  and  economically.  No  Presi- 
dent will  ever  please  all,  and  he  that  has  faithfully 
done  the  best  he  could  for  the  nation,  and  is  fully 
satisfied  thereof,  and  has  a  clear  conscience  to- 
wards his  God  and  neighbor,  will  probab^  bethe 
best  off,  here  and  hereafter. 

But  that  which  seems  to  astonish  those  most 
who  oppose  the  bill,  is  that  the  backwoodsmen, 
who  never  saw  a  ship  before  they  came  to  this 
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city,  should  undertake  to  defend  sailors'  rights. 
By  the  Constitution  it  is  as  much  their  duty  to 
defend  them  as  it  is  the  duty  of  any  other  part  of 
the  nation;  but,  leaving  their  Constitutional  duty 
out  of  the  question,  nothing  is  more  natural,  than 
that  their  situation  should  compel   them  to  feel 
for  the  distress  of  their  countrymen  in  any  part 
of  the  Union;  especially,  too,  when  their  distress 
is  produced  by  the  same  power  which  distresses 
their  countrymen.    It  may  he  the  effect  of  sym- 
pathy, something  like  this :  If  you,  sir,  were  trav- 
velling,  and  to  call  at  a  house  where  you  were 
not  acquainted  with  any  person  who  lived  in  it, 
and  to  find  the  father  or  mother  of  the  family,  or 
one  of  the  children,  dead,  you  would  immediate- 
ly feel  for  the  distress  of  the  living,  and  sympa- 
thise with  them.   The  case  of  the  backwoodsmen 
is  much  stronger  than  this ;  because,  when  they 
hear  of  impressment,  they  immediately  think  of 
their  relations  and  neighbors  who  bad  been  mur- 
dered and  scalped  by  the  savage  foe,  the  ally  of 
the  Power   who   impresses    their    countrymen. 
These  backwoodsmen  want  bo  defence  for  the 
part  they  have  acted.     The  zeal  and  ability  with 
which  they  have  defended  their  national  rights, 
both  in  this  House  and  the  field,  want  no  defence. 
If  a  single  wagoner,  tobacco-roller,  or  hog-driver, 
from  the  middle  country,  should  be  scalped  on 
his  way  to  market,  that  whole  country  would  im- 
mediately have  feelings  similar  to  those  of  the 
Western  people  and  the  people  of  Georgia,  and, 
like  them,  convince   the   world    that    freemen 
roused  are  invincible.    During  the  Revolutiona- 
ry war  it  was  not  whispered  that  the  then  back- 
woodsmen had  never  seen  aship  or  salt  water, 
or  that  they  did  not  understand  the  tax  on  ten, 
or  the  Boston  port  act ;  and  they  certainly  under- 
stand the  cause  of  this  war  as  well  as  they  did  the 
cause  of  that;  and  then  their  assistance  was  glad- 
ly seized,  and  their  valiant  deeds  of  that  day  have 
not  been  been  surpassed  by  those  of  late.    That 
war.  we  have  been  told,  was  for  property.    They 
migbt  then  take  part  without  a  complaint ;  but  as 
this  is  now  for  poor  sailors'  rights,  they  ought 
not  to  meddle  with  it!    Many  of  the  men  who 
fought  during  the  Revolution,  I  imagine;  never 
saw  nor  tasted  tea  when  the  war  commenced.    I 
well  remember  that,  in  the  part  of  the  nation 
where  I  live,  it  was  used  in  but  few  families,  and 
in  some  of  the  few  only  on  Sundays,  or  on  some 
great  occasion ;  and  in  that  part  of  the  country 
the  people  were  not  plagued  with  Tories. 

Why,  at  this  time,  discuss  the  causes  of  the 
war  ?  They  have  been  discussed  before ;  but  then 
there  was  no  negotiation  on  foot.  I  most  sincerely 
wish  that  the  negotiation  may  produce  a  treaty 
which  shall  be  satisfactory  to  every  man  in  the 
nation.  One  would  naturally  have  supposed,  if 
we  had  not  seen  to  the  contrary,  that  the  hearts 
of  all  men  in  the  country  would  have  been  turned 
at  this  time  to  two  great  points — the  happy  ter- 
mination of  the  war,  by  the  restoration  of  an  hon- 
orable peace,  or,  in  case  the  negotiation  failed,  to 
the  manner  best  calculated  to  carry  it  on  success- 
fally.  I  repeat,  that  I  wish  for  peace  as  much  as 
any  man ;  but  rely  on  it,  sir,  that  no  peace  can  be 


lasting  which  shall  be  obtained  bv  a  surrender  of 
our  rights.  Disgrace  the  nation  oy  a  disgracefol 
peace,  and  the  peace  cannot  last,  unless  the  na- 
tion cease  to  respect  itself;  and  a  nation  that 
does  not  respect  itself  will  be  treated  by  other  na- 
tions  rather  worse  than  an  individual  is  treated 
by  society,  who  does  not  respect  himself.  What 
will  be  the  effect  of  an  honorable  or  dishonorable 
peace  on  the  two  parties  ?  The  question  nec^d 
only  to  be  stated,  and  the  answer  is  in  the  moath 
of  every  man.  If  an  honorable  peace  be  made, 
and  the  rights  we  are  justly  contending  for  be 
pursued,  the  whole  world  will  respect  u»— eyea 
the  gentlemen  themselves  will  respect  us  for  not 
being  driven  from  the  line  of  duty  by  their  own 
speeches  ;  but  if  a  dishonorable  peace  be  made, 
and  we  meanly  surrender  the  just  rights  of  the 
nation,  the  whole  world  will  despise  ua,  and  we 
ought  to  be  put  down.  I  will  go  a  step  further 
and  say,  that  I  believe  if  the  gentlemen  who  op- 
pose the  war,  and  ever^  measure  connected  with 
it,  were  now  in  the  majority,  that  they  would  not 
make  a  disgraceful  peace,  and  thereby  sarrender 
the  rights  we  are  now  contending  for,  and  that 
the  necessary  supplies  would  be  furnished  to  car- 
ry the  war  on ;  nay,  sir,  I  feel  no  reluctance  in 
saying,  that  there  are  men  opposed  to  me  in  pol- 
itics to  whom  I  should  not  be  unwilling  to  trast 
the  present  negotiation,  and  that,  too,  without  an 
instruction.  I  mean  not  by  this  to  be  understood 
as  having  objections  to  the  present  negotiators. 
If  we  could  by  any  means  convince  "Rnxope  that 
our  disputes  were  only  of  the  family  kind,  and 
that  any  interference  of  hers  would  only  more 
closely  unite  us,  I  believe  we  should  never  again 
experience  much  trouble  from  her.  We  ought  to 
remember  the  great  interest  which  the  potentates 
of  Europe  took  in  the  election  of  a  King  of  Po- 
land. This  fact  alone  is  enough  to  induce  us  to 
believe,  that  at  least  Great  Britain  4ind  France 
would  be  willing  to  meddle  in  our  elections  if 
they  could,  and  no  doubt  they  look  on  them  with 
some  little  concern. 

We  have  had  this  session  a  subject  before  the 
House,  the  whole  history  of  which  I  have  been 
very  anxious  to  know,  and  gave  erery  vote  I 
could  to  get  it — I  mean  Turreau's  letter.  If  the 
Administration  acted  as  it  ought  to  have  done  on 
receiving  it,  I  should'  like  to  know  it,  and  if  it 
did  not  so  act  I  should  like  to  know  it  ^  howerer, 
let  the  history  of  this  letter  be  what  it  may,'  the 
letter  itself  proves,  like  one  read  sometime  past  in 
his  place  by  a  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Grqsvenor,)  written  by  a  man  who  has  been 
accused  of  more  subserviency  to  France  than  any 
other  in  the  nation,  that  there  never  was  any 
French  influence  in  the  Cabinet ;  and  we  hare 
heard  more  noise  about  Turreau's  letter  tbaa 
about  all  the  wrongs  Great  Britain  has  done  us— 
more  than  about  the  one  hundred  and  fiftr-six 
American  sailors  which  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts (Colonel  Pickering)  admiued  had 
been  impressed.  I  must  here  remark,  that  this 
number  differs  very  much  from  every  other  cal* 
eolation  that  I  have  seen  or  heard.  The  letter 
of  Commodore  Rodgers,  after  examiuiag  aome 
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Brkbh  dooamenU  which  he  foaod  in  tome  Tes* 
id  he  h«d  tmkcD,  supposes  the  number  to  be  much 
mater  than  had  ever  been  tboufht  in  the  United 
Stalea;  aad  the  Secreury  of  State  bad  reported 
the  Bamber  to  be  more  than  6,000,  and  Lord  Cas- 
dereagh  has  acknowledged  1^600  in  the  British 
Parliament,  and  it  cannot  reasonably  be  supi>osed 
thmt  he  would  acknowledge  more  t,han  wasrigbt; 
OQ  ihe  contrary,  it  would  not  be  unfair  to  sup- 
poee  thmt  many  had  been  impressed  of  which  he 
never  heard,  becaose  they  were  impressed  in  every 
quarter  of  the  world.  This  same  letter  seems  to 
have  displeased  the  gentleman  more  than  impress- 
oMnt  or  plnndering  on  the  ocean,  or  robbery,  mur* 
der,  and  rape  at  Hampton.  I  have  now  done  with 
this  letter,  and  having  at  a  former  session  stated 
ny  opittioB  about  ibreign  influence,  I  will  not 
ftofr  r^eml  it. 

If^  MiTj  there  be  any  monarchy-men  in  the  na- 
tion, sad  I  hope,  there  are  aot,  (we  however  know 
there  were  some  in  the  time  of  the  Revolution, 
aad  I  hope  they  have  been  convinced  of  their  er- 
ror and  changed  their  political  opinions,)  do  you 
aot  think  that  they  would  be  pleased  to  hear  ar- 
pwnnts  which  we  have  heard  about  disunion 
lad  a  separation  of  the  States;  would  the v  not 
eakolate  that  disunion  and  separation  would  pro- 
duce disorder  and  confusion,  and  that  these  might 
proToke  the  people  to  think  of  a  King,  and  the 
lestoratioB  pi  Charles  II.?  I  cannot  bear  to  think 
of  saeh  a  state  of  thingsp^I  ^ill  quit  the  subject. 

We  have  heard  much  about  the  rights  of  a 
miaoric^ir.  I  hope  that  I  understand  them,  and  I 
never  will  knowingly  violate  one  of  them.  I  was 
politieally  brought  up  in  a  minority,  and  under 
the  most  rigid  and  severe  majority  that  I  have 
ever  seen,  and  I  never  will  imitate  the  example 
of  those  who  abridged  my  rights  when  in  the 
BiBoritjr,  by  abridging  the.  rights  of  any  minor- 
ity. It  is  not,  however,  the  right  of  any  minor- 
ity to  violate  the  laws,  nor  have  the  majority 
lay  claim  on  the  minority  except  that  they  obey 
the  laws.  If  laws  should  be  passed  which  are 
aaeottititntional  or  inexp^ient,  there  are  but  two 
ways  pointed  oat  in  the  Constitution  to  get  clear 
of  thcm«  which  are,  the  people  at  the  electiops 
expiess  their  opinion,  and  their  representatives 
carry  that  opinion  into  effect,  and  the  courts 
of  law  can  decide  on  the  Constitutionality  of 
a  law  when  properly  brought  before  them.  If 
it  nvere  tme,  and  I  am  sure  it  is  not,  that  the 
Lei^iatnre  and  the  Executive  had  done  all  the 
wroiMfs  which  have  been  charged  to  them,  it 
wo«lo  net,  according  to  the  Constitution,  justify 
any  attempt  (o  change  the  law,  only  as  before 
stirted.  The  President  may  be  impeached,  but 
that  has  nothing  to  do  with  a  violation  of  the 
law  by  any  other  person. 

Admit  that  the  Administration  has  managed 
oor  own  ad&irs  as  bad  as  has  been  stated,  (which 
is  Dot  admitted,)  can  that  give  Great  Britain  any 
right  Of  cause  to  impress  our  citizens  or  to  plun- 
der oor  property  ?  We  might  complain,  and  if 
we  thooght  proper  change  our  rulers;  but  it  is 
nothing  to  her  how  our  affhirs  anre  managed,  nor 
eaa  improper  conduct  of  any  Administration,  so 


far  as  it  concerns  ourselves,  give  cause  to  any 
foreign  Power  to  violate  the  laws  of  nations 
against  us.  I,  however,  hope  that  the  Adminis- 
tration is  able  to  maintain  and  defend  our  rights, 
provided  we  furnish  the  ways  and  means,  but 
without  these  it  cannot  be  done,  and  without 
them  the  gentlemen  need  not  dread  offensive  war 
either  on  land  or  water,  though  they  do  not  seem 
to  have  any  objection  to  the  latter,  nor  can  their 
favorite  system  of  defensive  war  be  carried  on, 
and  we  must  of  necessity  return  to.  the  old  plan 
of  begging  and  soliciting,  not  now  as  heretofore 
for  justice,  but  for  mercy  ;  and  we  have  already 
tried  for  justice  twenty  years,  and  until  neither 
Great  Britain  nor  France  would  scarcely  answer 
our  applications.  We  have  by  persevering  expe- 
rience  demonstrated  to  the  world^  if  it  never  was 
before  demonstrated,  that  a  begging  nation  oait- 
not  maintain  her  rights  nor  prevent  injustice  by 
begging ;  we  have  auo  demonstrated  that  if  Great 
Britain  and  France  agreed  on  nothing  else,  they 
agreed  to  do  us  all  the  injury  they  could.  We 
must  depend  either  on  American  valor  or  British 
magnanimity  for  the  maintenance  and  support 
of  oor  national  rights,  and  I  am  for  depending 
on  American  valor.  Louis  XIV  of  France  and 
the  United  Provinces  have  both  tried  begging, 
and  both  begged  of  Great  Britain,  and  succeeded 
no  better  than  we  have  done,  and  not  long  since 
several  Powers  in  £lu rope .  tried  it  with  France, 
but  without  success^ 

We  have  been  reminded  of  the  enormous  debt 
of  England,  and  at  the  same  time  of  her  great 
wealth  and  resources.  In  her  career  of  debt  J 
wish  not  to  follow  her,  nor  in  the  cause  which 
produced  a  great  part  of  it,  which  was  the  taking 
part  in  almost  every  war  which  has  happened  in 
modern  Europe,  bv  raising  about  one-half  to  fight 
the  other  on  land,  that  she  might  beconie  mis- 
tress of  the  ocean. 

The  management  of  the  war  has  been  brought 
before  us:  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  stating  it  as  my 
opinion,  that  the  military  operations  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  £iake  Ontario  have  not  been  well 
managed,  but  on  the  lake.  Commodore  Cbaun- 
cey  did  as  much  as  could  have  been .  expected 
from  any  man ;  and  it  is  due  to  bis  anta|fopist, 
though  an  enemy,  to  say  that  he  was  qualified  to 
command  against  Chauncey.  But  in  a  country 
like  ours,  where  we  keep  in  time  of  peace  hot  a 
small  standing  army,  great  success  against  train* 
ed  troops  ought  not  to  be  expected  at  the  first 
breaking  out  of  the  war ;  and  whenever  peace 
shall  be  established,  I  hope  to  see  the  Arrov  re- 
duced to  the  old  Peace  Establishment.  When 
we  speak  of  the  attempt  to  invade  Canada,  we 
ought  to  recollect  the  Indian  war  carried  on  un- 
der the  Adminbtration  of  General  Wasbingtom, 
who  certainly  knew  the  merits  of  every  Revolu- 
tionary officer  better  that  any  man  in  the  nation, 
and  who  was  a  complete  judge  of  military  men 
and  affiiirs ;  yet  the  nrst  two  commanders  which 
he  selected  were  both  defeated ;  and  when  the 
third  defeated  the  Indians,  they  took  shelter  un- 
der a  British  fort  and 'gfl^rrison,  which  iort  had 
beep  recently  built  within  the  limiu  of  the  Uai* 
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ted  Srates,  atid  thu4  saved  tbemselres  from  the 
pursuit  of  the  victorious  troops. 

We  have  been  told,  again  and  again,  that  the 
loan  will  not  be  obtained.  It  is  probable  that  no 
man  in  the  House  knows  that  it  certainly  will; 
but,  having  heard  the  same  said  last  year,  and  the 
loan  forthat  year  having  been  made  without  any 
difficulty,  and  on  quite  as  good  terms  as  the 
^,000,000  loan  made  under  a  Federal  Adminis- 
tration, I  hope  that  it  will,  and  that  the  gentle- 
men, at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  will  find 
themselves  a  second  time  mistaken  about  the  loan. 
I  feel  no  hesitation  in  stating  it  as  my  opinion, 
that  if  it  be  not  obtained,  and  the  reports  whioh 
we  have  heard  be  true,  that  the  people  of  Boston 
will  not  lend,  that  the  cause  of  the  failure  may  be 
traced  to  the  enemy,  (the  gentlemen  from  that 
part  of  the  country  will  pardon  the  expression.) 
Nearly  all  the  money  in  the  nation,  it  is  reported— 
and  it  has  also  been:8aid,  I  believe,  in  the  Houses- 
is  travelling  to  Boston  for  goods.  What  pro* 
dueed  this  ?  The  blockading  proeUmation,  w^ich 
includes  all  the  country  from  New  York  to  the 
South.  If,  therefore,  the  people  of  Boston  will 
not  lend,  and  the  enemy,  by  his  proclamation, 
causes  the  money  of  the  nation  to  travel  to  Bos- 
ton for  goods,  does  it  not  follow  that  the  cause  of 
the  failure  may  be  traced  to  him  ?  If  this  shall 
be  the  state  of  things,  it  unquestionably  follows 
that  the  enemy,  by  biii  proclamation,  regulates 
the  loan.  But  if,  from  any  cause  whatever,  the 
loan  cannot  be  obtained,  and  the  people  cannot  or 
will  not  pay  taxes,  there  is  but  one  poor  consola- 
tion left  to  those  who  believe  that  the  war  could 
not  have  been  avoided  without  surrendering  all 
pretension  to  independence,  by  acknowledging 
that  the  national  rights*  could  not  be  supported, 
and  who  now  believe  that  every  effort  ought  to 
be  made  rather  than  submit  to  impressment— that 
is  paper  money ;  and  no  man  is  more  opposed  to 
paper  mohey  than  I  am ;  and  this,  I  believe,  is 
known  to  every  person  with  whom  I  am  well 
acquainted.  Every  exertion  ought  to  be  made  to 
do  without  it ;  and,  before  it  be  made,  the  quee- 
tioB  ouefat  to  be  that  of  surrender  at  discretion ; 
and  before  the  nation  should  surrender  her  rights 
to  British  discretion.  I  would  consent  to  paper 
money— necessity  alone  may  justify— necessity 
compelled  the  old  Congress  to  use  it,  and  it  justi- 
fied them,  too.  With  all  its  evils  and  deprecia- 
tion, it  was  necessary  to  them  to  establish  the 
liberty  and  independence  of  the  nation,  and  the 
same  necessity  would  justify  us  to  use  it  to  main- 
tain them.  France  was  compelled  to  use  it  at 
the  commencement  of  her  late  troubled,  arid  by 
the  use  of  it  she  vanquished  the  combined  Pow- 
ers; and  Great  Britain,  in  her  turn,  is  now  beat- 
ing France  with  it;  for  her  bank  paper  is  nothing 
more  than  paper  money  at  present ;  so  that  Great 
Britain,  in  the  plenitude  of  her  power  and  wealth, 
has  been  compelled  to  yield  to  necessity,  and  to 
have  paper  money,  by  which  she  is  likely  to 
humble  her  great  rival.  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood,  that  1  am  not  the  friend  of  paper 
money  of  any  kind ;  indeed,  I  have  stated  the  only 
conditioD  on  which  it  ought  to  be  thought  of. 


Again,  if  money  cannot  be  had  to  carry  on  the 
war,  of  what  real  advantage  have  the  brilliSBt 
victories  of  the  Navy  been  to  the  nation  ;  or  will 
any  good  effect  be  produced  by  them?  They 
will  neither  be  the  means  of  •  getting  peace,  nor 
securing  us  against  future  injuries ;  it  is  only  by 
firmly  maintaining  our  rights  that  such  a  peace 
as  we  ooffht  to  have  can  be  acquired,  and  otily 
such  conduct  will  secure  us  against  future  ioja- 
ries.  Will  any  of  the  men  to  whom  the  thanka 
of  Congress  have  been  voted  for  their  good  con- 
duct, value  the  vote,  when  the  same  Congress 
refuse  to  supply  the  money  neeeesaty  to  carry 
on  a  war  which  was  forced  on  the  nation,  and 
which  they,  by  their  gallant  actions,  believe  to 
be  just? 

My  colleague  (Mr.  Pearson)  said  that  a  shock 
stven  to  a  bank  or  banks^  (if  I  misstate  him  I 
hope  that  he  will  correct  me ;  I  have  no  desire 
either  to  misstate  what  was  said  by  him  or  any 
one  else,)  I  did  not  distinctly  hear  which,  mi^t 
endanger  the  public  credit.  The  credit  of  the 
country  is  not  bottomed  on  banks,  but  on  the 
honesty  and  industry  of  the  people,  and  a  belief 
that  no  Administration  dare  to  violate  a  poblie 
engagement,  When  the  public  faith  hi^  been  coo^ 
stitutionally  pledged.  I  do  not  believe  that  either 
my  colleague  or  myself  are  prophets,  or  that  we 
can  see  further  into  futurity  than  other  people  ; 
and  I  am  a  little  apt  to  doubt  the  predictions  of 
any  man  or  men  who  have  made  them  before 
without  their  coming  to  pass;  and  it  must  be 
recollected,  that  when  the  charter  of  the  United 
States  Bank  was  about  to  expire,  that  we  were 
told  that  if  the  charier  was  not  reneWed,  the  pub* 
lie  credit  would  be  destroyed,  and  the  natioii 
probably  convulsed.  The  charter  did  expire,  and 
the  Bank  went  out  of  existence  like  the  snuff  of 
a  candle,  scarcely  perceived  by  any  one. 

SMr;  Pbasson  explained,  and  stated  that  he 
said,  that  if  one  of  the  banks  should  hare 
subscribed  to  the  loan  to  a  considerate  amount, 
and  anything  should  occur  to  prevent  it  makinff^ 
the  payment  it  was  thereby  pledged  to  make,  fi 
would  to  that  amount  affect  the  finances  of  the 
Government.] 

Mr.  Maoom  said,  that  it  mtfl^ht,  in  such  a  caae, 
affect  the  revenue  was  probable ;  but  even  that 
could  not  affect  the  credit  of  the  nation,  because 
the  fact  would  show  that  the  bank  and  not  the 
nation  had  failed.  The  failure  of  a  bank  in  which 
the  nation  had  no  concern,  and  the  credit  of  the 
nation,  are  two  distinct  things,  and  not  atallcoit- 
neeted.  He  would  acknowledge  that  he  felt  al* 
most  ashamed  at  having  said  a  word  on  the  sub^ 
ject,  after  the  Hodse  had  heard  the  able  speech 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Lowndes.)  The  recollection  of  it  would  stop 
him. 

The  same  gentleman  said,  that  no  man  believes 
that  we  can  prevent  Great  Britain  impressing 
her  own  subjects^  I,  in  my  turn,  say,  that  I  do 
not  believe  that  there  is  a  man  in  the  country 
that  will  ever  attempt  it.  We  have  nothing  to 
do^  nor  never  had,  with  her  impressing  her  own 
subjects;  it  is  her  impressing  American  sailors. 
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wko  ought  to  be  as  free  from  it  as  we  are,  of 
whkh  we  have  complained,  and  for  which  the 
war  is  now  carried  on.  She  may  do  what  she 
Incases  with  her  own  snbjects.  and  it  will  never 
trooble  me,  though  1  should  oe  sorry  if  she  was 
to  hang  them,  b^ose  we  will  not  consent  that 
she  shall  impress  oars ;  all  we  ask  of  her  is  to  let 
ours  alone.  Old  as  1  am.  I  would  rather  serve 
seven  years  as  a  private  soldier  in  the  Army,  than 
be  impressed  by  a  British  officer,  and  forced  on 
board  one  of  her  public  ships,  and  there  com- 
pelled to  serve  one  month.  No  man,  it  seems  to 
me.  can  bring  (he  question  of  impressment  home 
to  nimself  or  his  son,  and  then  consent  to  permit 
it  one  mioote.  If  a  son  be  taken  by  the  Indians, 
do  not  the  fiither  and  neighbors  pursue  the  In- 
diaos  to  letake  him  ?  And  being  taken  by  the 
InifiaJis  is  aot  worse  than  impressment. 

I  also  understood  the  same  gentleman  to  say, 
that  the  British  Glovernment  offered  some  time 
ago  to  make  an  armngement  on  the  subject  of 
protections.  This  offer  was  like  ever^r  other  one 
nook  that  Government — it  was  like  a  juf  handle, 
as  we  say  in  the  country,  all  on  one  side,  there 
was  no  reciprocity  or  equality  in  it — none  but 
Aaerieans  were  in  the  offer  to  carry  protections, 
and  the  Americans  had  long  before  by  sad  experi- 
ence fomd  out  that  they  were  of  no  value,  be- 
cause the  British  officers  would  not  respect  them. 
If  that  Cbvernment  was  really  desirous  to  have 
the  impressment  of  American  citizens  put  an  end 
10^  it  19  only  necessary  for  it  to  issue  one  order 
forbidding  it,  and  it  will  be  ended.  The  infer- 
eaee  drawn  from  the  fact  by  my  colleague,  is  not. 
la  my  opinioo.  supported  by  it ;  and  every  official 
paper  from  tne  Administration  to  the  British 
Qoremment,  shows  an  anxious  desire  to  have 
avoided  war.  It  is  certainly  true,  as  he  stated, 
that  in  the  arrangement  made  with  Erskine  there 
was  no  provision  for  protecting  our  sailors  from 
impressment ;  but  this,  instead  of  proving  a  desire 
in  the  Executive  to  go  to  war  with  Great  Britain, 
proves,  it  seems  to  me,  exactly  the  contrary  ;  it 
proves  so  strong  a  desire  in  the  Executive  to  con- 
tiaoe  at  peace,  that  for  it  the  rights,  or  rather  the 
liberty,  of  a  part  of  the  American  people,  was  to 
be  Jelt  to  the  will  of  every  British  officer  who  had 
aochority  to  impress.  Bur,  althotigh  no  provision 
was  made  for  protecting  our  sailors  against  im- 
premaenL  the  British  Government  refused  to  rat- 
ifjr  it.  "nie  offer  made  to  Admiral  Warren  to 
treat  on  equal  terms;  the  offer  made  by  Mr.Rus- 
seU  to  the  British  Government ;  the  ready  ac- 
cepunce  of  the  mediation  of  Russia,  and  the 
ready  aeeeptaoce  of  the  offer  to  treat  at  Gotten- 
barg,  after  Great  Britain  had  refused  both  the 
other  offiers.and  the  mediation  of  Russia,  all  prove 
the  mostsincere  desire  the  Executive  had  to  avoid 
the  war,  if  it  could  have  been  done,  and  to  restore 
peace  since  the  war  was  declared.  In  making 
arrangements,  Mr.  Speaker,  on  the  subject  of  im- 
pressment, I  should  like  the  Administration  to 
adopt  the  saying  of  a  good  lady  to  her  husband, 
in  the  Sute  from  which  you  come,  which  was 
thii— ^  if  we  are  qualitv,  let  us  be  quality."  And 
io,  if  we  are  a  nation,  let  us  be  a  nation — and  let 


the  world  kirow  that  Americans  are  not  to  be 
impressed. 

My  colleague,  like  many  other  gentlemen  who 
oppose  the  bill,  complains  that  the  country  is  not 
defended,  and  charges  the  Administration  with 
not  defending  it.  If  by  defending  the  country  is 
intended  to  convey  the  idea,  that  the  whole  fron- 
tier of  the  United  States,  North  and  South,  East 
and  West,  be  so  defended  that  no  enemy  could  put 
his  foot  within  our  limits,  I  agree  with  him  that 
it  has  not  been  so  defended,  and  I  fear  never  will ; 
nay,  that  it  is  impossible.  Except  the  military 
operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Ontario,  as' 
much  was  done  last  Fall  as  could  reasonably  have 
been  expected.  But  how  can  the  Executive  have 
men  at  every  place  where  a  vessel  may  come  on 
our  extensive  seacoast,  or  where  an  Indian  may 
approach  the  frontier,  unless  the  men  be  furnished 
him  by  the  Legislature?  and  I  doubt  whether  a 
million  would  be  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  so 
defend  the  country  that  no  enemy  should  put  hisf 
foot  in  it.  While  the  war  continues  we  may  ex- 
pect that  small  parties  will  land  in  different  parts 
of  fhe  nation,  more  with  a  view  to  plunder  than 
anything  else;  and  if  there  should  not  be  anv 
troops  at  the  place,  the  people  of  the  country  will 
turn  out  to  defend  their  wives.  4heir  children,  and 
their  property.  When  invadea,  the^  will  not,  they 
cannot,  and  they  ought  not,  to  wait  for  an  order 
either  from  the  Governor  of  the/State  or  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  defend  themselves. 
The  gentlemen  seem  to  speak  of  the  protection 
which  the  Executive  ought  to  afford,  as  if  the 
Executive  alone  had  the  authority  to  raise  both 
men  and  money,  or  as  if  the  Executive  was  some 
uncommon  being,  which  could  itself  see  and 
protect  every  part  of  the  nation.  One  day  we 
are  told  that  the  Executive  does  not  defend  the 
nation,  and  that  there  is  a  want  of  energy  in  it. 
The  real  cause  of  the  complaints  as  I  understand 
them  have  not  been  mentioned.  They  are  the 
British  orders  and  the  French  edicts.  We,  how- 
ever, hear  nothing  of  them ;  they  seem  to  be 
forgotten,  while  we  hear  it  dailv  repeated  that 
the  country  is  not  defended.  It  the  country  is 
not  defended,  furnish  the  means  and  it  will  be 
done :  and  if  the  means  be  not  furnished  we  must 
fold  our  arms  and  wait  with  patience,  until  Great 
Britain  will  in  her  tender  mercy  refrain  from  at- 
tacking us,  and  grant  us  such  a  peace  as  may  suit 
herselh 

My  colleague  said  that  he  would  not  give  his 
claim  on  Bonaparte,  and  he  did  not  appear  to 
value  that  verv  hiffh,  for  his  part  of  the  unsettled  . 
land  of  Canada,  if  it  should  be  taken.  I  do  not 
know  any  rule  bv  which  the  value  of  either  could 
be  ascertained,  therefore  cannot  say  which  woiild 
be  most  valuable,  or  whether  it  would  be  a  good 
or  bad  bargain  to  give  one  for  the  other.  I  will, 
however,  say  that  I  would  not  give  the  little 
claim  which  my  descendants  may  have  to  our 
Western  country  for  ail  the  claims  on  Bonaparte. 
AJthough  the  Western  land  may  not  produce  the 
revenue  which  many  have  expected,  it  is  certainly 
of  great  advantage  to  the  nation  in  this  respect,  if 
in  no  other,  that  it  enables  every  man  who  wishes 
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it,  by  moving,  to  become  a  landholder  on  mode* 
rate  terms,  and  to  better  his  condition,  I  appeal 
to  all  who  have  gone  to  that  country  for  the  truth 
of  the  statement.  In  this  Congress  there  is  an 
eztraordinai'y  collection  of  young  men  of  tale^its. 
The  Western  country,  like  every  other  part  of 
the  nation,  has  her  share  of  them.  Who  can  look 
at  them  and  not  be  proud  that  he  is  an  American  1 
Youn^  in  years,  but  old  in  experience ;  an  honor 
to  their  parents,  an  ornament  to  their  country. 
A  friend  of  mine  was  here  last  Winter,  who  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  attending  to  the  proceedings 
of  Congress,  expressed  his  surprise  at  seeing  them, 
and  «aid  that  he  had  thought  (rom  reading  their 
speeches  they  were  much  older  than  he  foiind 
them  to  be.  It  Is,  I  think,  in  some  measure,  owing 
to  our  happy  form  of  Government,  that  we  have 
such  men.  It  is  calculated  to  stimulate  and  to 
make  great  characters,  particularly  great  orators. 
The  various  meetings  of  the  people,  the  Slate  Le- 
gislatures, and  this  House,  and  I  might  add  the 
courts  of  justice,  and  all  places  which  have  a  ten- 
dency to  promote  public  speaking.  Indeed  the 
fathers  of  the  country,  it  seems  to  me,  if  they  ha^ 
nothing  else  in  view,  could  not  have  formed  a 
more  perfect  plan  to  encourage  the  rising  gene- 
ration to  be  great  and  to  be  virtuous;  in  this 
view  I  consider  the  Western  country  a  very  great, 
benefit,  because  it  gives  more  room  for  young 
men  to  try  their  talents ;  some  that  mav  not  suc- 
ceed from  an  accidental  cause  in  one  place,  may 
in  another.  Notwithstanding  this  and  all  the 
other  advantages  of  the  Constitution,  we  have 
heard  disunion  talked  of  in  this  House,  the  foun- 
dation of  which  was  laid  to  perpetuate  the  Union, 
by  the  greatest  man  of  the  age.,  To  dissolve  the 
Union  and  destroy  the  Constitution,  would  be  ta 
throw  from  us  as  great  a  blessing  as  kind  Provi- 
dence has  bestowed  on  any  people  in  modern 
times ;  it  would  be  to  acknowledge  that  we  could 
not  be  governed  by  reason,  and  that  party  feuds 
had  got  the  better  of  our  best  judgment  and  de- 
stroyed our  greatest  happiness, 

We  have  heard  .a  great  deal  about  faction.  I 
agree  with  the  gentlemen  that  a  faction,  wicked 
and  corrupt  if  they  please,  may  be  either  a  ma- 

1'ority  or  a  minority ;  and  add,  that  I  believe  there 
lave  been  examples  of  both,  and  that  England, 
during  the  time  of  Cromwell,  had  a  factious  mi- 
nority by  whose  contrivance  or  by  his  manage- 
ment of  them,  he  got  the  command  of  the  army, 
and  by  the  army  the  command  of  the  kingdom. 
The  history  of  every  country  that  ever  was  free 
informs  us  that  faction  destroyed  the  liberty  of 
the  people,  and  we  have  heard  enough  of  the 
wickedness  of  faction  in  revolutionary  France, 
to  admonish  and  nersuade  us  to  keep  as  clear  as 
we  can  of  its  terrible  effects.  But  how  is  a  wick- 
ed and  corrupt  faction  to  be  Icnown  ?  It  is  only 
by  their  doings;  from  their  acts  they  mu^t  be 
judged,  and  by  this  rule  all  parties  ought  to  be 
jndffed. 

My  colleague,  like  many  others,  advises  us  to 
repeal  the  act  laying  an  embargo,  and  told  us  if 
we  would  that  the  capital  of  the  people  would  be 
put  into  circulation,  and  that  it  would  be  the 


means  of  the  Government  getting  money.  He 
advises.u^  by  what  means  wjb  may  get  money, 
though  Jie  will  not  vote  for  the  bill.  If  I  thought 
his  advice  good  I  would  follow  it ;  but  of  that  I 
have  some  doubts.  That  the  capital  of  the  coun- 
try may  be  put  into  more  active  operation  by  the 
repeal,  may  be  true ;  but  it  does  not  follow  that 
the  Gk)verpment  would  get  money  more  readily ; 
that  must  depend  on  the  demand  for  money  here 
and  in  Europe.  If  the  demand  be  greater  there 
than  here,  then  it  will  not  aid  the  Government, 
because  ihoney,  like  every  other  article  of  trade^ 
will  be  sent  to  the  market  where  it  will  bring  the 
highest  ^rice ;  of  course,  if  the  demand  be  greater 
in  a  foreign  market  than  at  home,  more  will  be 
exported  than  will  be  imported ;  but  the  embargo 
was  not  laid  to  enal^e  the  Government  to  get 
money,  but  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  getting  a 
supply  of  provisions ;  and  if  it  be  repealed,  the 
object  for  which  it  was  laid  will  be  abandoned. 
Repeal  it,  and  h|s  provisions  will  not  cost  him  half 
as  much  as  they  will  with  it  not  repealed.  Repeal 
it,  and  Halifax  will  become  the  receptacle  ofour 
provisions  by  mlans  of  neutrals  or  pretended  neu- 
trals^ and  no  more  complaints  will  oe  heard  in  the 
British  House  of  Commons  of  the  enormous  ex- 
pense of  the  armaments  on  the  American  station  i. 
out  to  lay  it  in  the  Winter  when  the  coast  could 
not  easily  be  blockaded,  and  take  it  off  on  the  ap- 
proach of  Spring  when  it  can,  would  be  to  act 
strangely  indeed.  That  is,  put  it  on  when  our 
vessels  might  go  out  without  danger,  and  uke  it 
off  when  they  cannot.  England  herself  could 
not  be  displeased  at  such  doings;  indeed  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  it  would  exactly  suit  her.  Again, 
repeal  the  embargo,  and  let  S|Niin,  who  is  con- 
tending  for  her  liberty,  ^et  provisions.  I  do  not 
understand  that  Spain  is  contending  for  liberty, 
certainly  not  as  we  enjoy  iL  bqt  for  the  Eling  that 
shall  govern  her;  and  so  far  as  belf-government 
may  be  concerned  I  wish  her  success,  and  that 
she  may  have  the  Ktng  she  prefers,  be  he  whom 
he  may;  but  the  liberty  of  the  subject  is  never 
cause  of  war  between  &ings ;  any  one  of  them 
may  ^oppress  his  subjects  as  much  as  he  pleases, 
and  no  brother  Kins  will  quarrel  with  him  for 
that  alone,  and  as  I  dislike^  Kings  as  much  as 
Joshua  did,  I  care  not  who  any  nation  may  have 
for  King.  I  wish  them,  however,  all  to  have  the 
person  they  prefer. 

My  colleague  also  said  that  Great  Britain  could 
not  conquer  France.  With  the  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  France  we  have  nothing  to  do; 
they  have  both  treated  us  in  a  manner  not  to  com- 
mand our  respect.  I  hope,  however,  that  Great 
Britain  cannot  conquer  France  nor  France  Great 
Britain,  nor  any  other  nation ;  they  are  both  pow- 
erful enough  as  they  are,  and  both  willing  to  have 
more  power.    Great  Britain,  however^  hits  had  a 

freater  probability  of  conquering  France,  than 
'ranee  ever  had  of  con()uering  her.  The  war 
between  them  cannot  give  Great  Britain  any 
right  to  impress  American  citizens,  and  it  is  to 
prevent  their  impressment  that  the  war  is  now 
carried  on  by  the  United  States. 
My  colleague  also  said  there  was  no  opposition 
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m%Ae  hj  the  Fttderal  party  for  wrerftl  years  after 
Mr.  JeflRmoo  ettme  ioto  office.  1q  this  he  is  mis- 
takeD ;  for  I  w«ll  reeolleet  the  refpeai  of  the  iq- 
tenial  taxes  was  as  much  opposed  theo  as  this 
Wk  BOW  is;  there  was  at  that  time  no  oeeessity 
for  the  taxes,  and  oq  that  ffroood  they  were  re- 
pealed. The  repeal  was  theo  called  oppressioa 
by  the  Opposition,  and  they  also  told  us  that  it 
woold  destroy  the  public  credit.  la  this,  as  well 
as  all  the  other  predictions  made  by  them  at  the 
time,  they  were  mistaken.  When  the  repeal  of 
the  taxes  was  called  oppression,  the  then  eloquent 
dMurmati  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
replied,  it  was  an  oppression  of  a  new  kind,  and 
one  that  the  people  woold  not  complain  of;  and 
tbey  were  then  assured  that  lazes  woold  be  laid 
frheoerer  it  should  be  necessary,  and  when  they 
-were  Be^essary  they  were  luid.  I^o  that  the  same 
pBTty  opposed  the  repeal  of  the  taxes  when  they 
were  not  fieoessary,  and  the  money  which  they 
wovkl  bring  was  not  wanted  in  the  Treasury,  and 
opposed  the  laying  of  them  when  they  were  ne- 
•essary  and  the  money  wanted  in  the  Treasury. 
Affain,  dvriof  the  same  period  rhere  was  a  debate 
which  cootinaed  as  long  as  this  has  done,  and 
was  quite  as  riolent ;  it  was  on  the  repeal  of  the 
■et  ^erally  known  by  the  name  o(  the  midnight 
Jodieiary  Act ;  the  act  by  which  some  of  the 
then  Federal  members  of  Congress  contrired  to 
gee  the  appointment  of  district  judge,  that  wss  to 
prorjde  for  themselves  while  they  had  the  power. 
U  was  on  this  repeal  that  the  people  were  called 
tieir  own  worst  enemies  by  Federal  members  of 
Congress. 

1  am  aiacerdy  sorry  that  my  colleague  has 
thoQffht  It  neeessary  in  this  debate  to  stale  what 
was  done  mi  any  election  in  the  State,  or  what 
was  the  Democratic  doctrine  in  that  part  of  it 
wkere  he  lired.  I  shall  leave  the  ticket  and  iU 
kmiiMtioD  with  him  and  our  colleague,  (Mr. 
Tawobt,)  with  a  single  obserration,  that  the 
doctnae  suted  to  be  Democratic  was  formerly 
pvbliabed  as  Federal  by  high  authority ;  and  that 
lololefance,  according  to  my  understanding,  is 
BOC  a  Democratic  principle;  and  the  first  time  I 
erer  heardparty  intolerance  mentioned  and  sup< 
ported  in  Confess,  was  br  a  distinguished  Fed- 
cmtist,  who  said,  in  his  place,  that  the  Federal 
Administration  ought  to  turn  every  man  out  of 
office  who  did  not  agree  with  it  in  politics;  and 
tfae  advice  was  pretty  well  followed.  The  best 
mmd  most  tolerant  among  ns  is  often,  no  doubt, 
wvoog';  peifection  is  not  the  lot  ef  man  ;  but  ia- 
tdenuMe,  whether  in  religion  or  in  politics,  can- 
BOt  always  he  right ;  argument  and  reason  cannot 
be  ased  to  benefit  one  who  is  reallv  intolerant. 
Bot,  sir,  treth  has  nothing  to  fear  mm  intoler- 
anee,  as  we  have  seen ;  only  let  the  liberty  of 
speech  tod  the  freedom  of  the  press  be  as  it  now 
iSf  and  truth  will  triumph.  I  dislike  alt  intoler- 
ftoce,  no  matter  from  whom  or  what  party  it  may 
come$  it  is  an  attempt  to  tyrannize  over  the 
Bind.  I  had  hoped  that  the  State  which  we  in 
■art  represent  had  been  free  from  it,  or  at  least 
^•111  the  violence  of  it.  I  cannot  forbear  here  to 
f«mark— and  I  take  not  only  pleasure,  but  pride 
Idth  Con.  2d  Sssa.— 57 


also  in  doing  it — that  in  that  State  no  person  has 
been  turned  out  of  office  on  account  of  his  polit- 
ical principles  by  the  Republican  Administration. 
Party  itself  is  not  so  very  injurious  in  a  free  coun- 
try ;  it  is,  probably,  rather  an  advantage ;  but  the 
vindictiveness  and  intolerance  of  it  is  a  most  se- 
rious evil,  and  whenever  it  assumes  the  vindictive 
and  intolerant  character,  it  is  a  certain  mark  that 
the  worst  men  of  the  party  are  in  the  lead. 

I  come  now  to  remark  on  the  o^Kservations  mada 
by  my  colleague  (Mr.  Gabton.)  He  said  that 
he  wanted  practical  security  for  our  sailors ;  and 
that  impressment  was  a  grievance  too  intolerable 
to  be  home.  This  exactlv  is  what  we  say,  ai^d 
it  seems  to  me  that  must  forever  settle  the  ques- 
tion abont  the  justice  aad  propriety  of  the  war. 
No  comment  on  these  words  could  make  their 
meaning  more  plain  or  impressive :  and  the  Qot-^ 
emment  has  surely  made  every  effort  before  war 
was  declared  which  could  be  thought  of,  to  obtain 
practical  securitv  for  our  sailors  against  British 
impressment,  without  obtaining  it ;  and  this  griev- 
ance, too  intolerable  to  be  borne,  must  be  borne,  or 
opposed  by  force.  I  once  thought,  and  so  expressed 
myself  oa  this  floor,  that  it  might  be  obtained  by  an 
appeal  to  her  interest.  But  this  appeal  has  been 
made,  without  producing  the  least  effect — indeed, 
while  we  suffer  impressment,  no  arrangement  by 
which  practical  security  fOr  our  sailors  would  be 
obtained  would  suit  her  as  well  as  the  convenient 
practice  of  imj[)re8sing  them,  because  by  it  she  keeps 
her  ships  well  manned  whevever  they  may  be.  I 
should  nave  been  highly  gratified  if  my  colleague, 
who  is  very  capable  of  forming  plaiM,  had  told 
us  whether  he  had  formed  one  by  which  practi- 
cal security  for  our  sailors  could  be  obtained. 
His  teiliag  of  his  desire,  without  giving  a  plan 
by  which  it  was  to  be  carried  into  execution,  was 
leaving  us  exactly  where  he  found  us — in  fact, 
he  did  not  even  seggesta  remedy  for  a  ffrievanee 
which  he  declared  too  intolerable  to  he  home. 
Every  expedieat,  it^ems  to  me,  which  the  wit  of 
man  could  devise,  has  been  tried,  and  tried  in  vain. 
I  verily  believe,  state  the  question  of  impressmeiu 
fairly  to  every  man  in  the  State  which  ^e  are 
from,  and  that  every  one  of  ihem  will  agree  with 
my  colleague,  that  impressment  is  a  g^evanoe 
too  intolerable  to  be  borne.  Notwithstanding  he 
has  told  us  five  men  of  the  name  of  ohe  of  his 
constituents  had  been  killed,  and  they  all  had  pro* 
tections,  this  fact  did  not,  however,  cob  vinos  him 
that  impressment  was  not  a  grievance— nor  would 
it  convince  any  other  man;  admit  all  the  five 
men  were  British  subjects,  and  that  protections 
have  beea  bought  and  sold,  as  I  believe  they  have, 
and  it  only  proves  that  JSrttish  sailors  are  not 
willing  to  be  im  preyed  to  fight  the  battles  of  their 
own  country ;  snd,  gracious  God  I  can  anything 
like  this  give  Oreat  Britain  a  right  to  imprjBss 
American  citizens?  And  why,  sir,  should  oar 
sailors  carry  a  pass,  when  the  sailors  of  no  other 
nation  carry  one  ?  What  would  be  thought  were 
we  to  ask  Oreat  Britain  to  give  her  sailors  a 
pass  ?  and  we  have  the  same  right  to  ask  it  of  her 
as  she  has  of  us.  Whether  she  has  impressed  only 
one  hundred  and  fifty-six, as  has  been  stated  by 
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the  ffentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Picker- 
iMoJ  or  one  thoosaod  six  huodred  as  stated  by 
Lord  Castlereagh,  or  more  than  six  thousand  as 
reported  t)y  the  Secretarjr  of  State,  or  more  than 
that  number  as  Commodore  Rodgers  supposes  in 
a  letter  written  af^er  be  had  examined  some  Brit- 
ish documents  which  he  had  taken — and  permit 
me  here  to  observe  that  the  British  Minister 
ought  not  to  be  suspected  of  having  stated  the 
number  too  large — the  question  as  to  these  im- 

Eressed  men,  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  this ; 
are  they  a  right  to  the  protection  of  their  coun* 
try,  and  the  country  to  which  they  owe  alleffi- 
ance?  If  allegiance  and  protection  ought  to  be 
reciprocal,  the  war  question  ought  to  be  forever 
settled.  For  what  purpose  do  men  enter  into 
society  and  form  governments  ?  Is  it  not  that 
each  shall  be  protected  in  his  person  and  his  pro- 
perty by  the  force  of  the  whole  ?  If  this  be  the 
uct,  are  we  not  bound  to  try  to  protect  those  who 
have  been  impressed  ?  and  if  we  are  not  bound 
to  protect  them,  would  we  be  bound  if  the  num- 
ber was  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  thousand  ?  Re- 
member that  Enffland  was  once  so  averse  to  pro- 
tecting herself,  that,  after  suffering  much  from 
those  who  pillaged  and  plundered  her,  she  at  last 
hired  others  to  defend  her,  and  that  they  in  their 
turn  become  her  oppressors.  War  is  certainly  a 
great  national  calamity ;  but  that  nation  which 
will  not  defend  itself,  will,  like  the  country  just 
mentioned,  find  a  greater  calamity  than  war. 
,  My  same  colleague  lilso  said  that  proper  ef- 
forts should  be  made  to  settle  the  question  by 
treaty,  and,  that  if  Great  Britain  afterwards  per- 
sisted in  impressmg  American  sailors,  that  he 
would  support  the  war  to  the  last.  This,  like  the 
sentence  jOst  noticed,  is  very  elegant,  and,,  like 
that,  cannot  produce  any  beneficial  result,  because 
he  never  told  us  what  he  would  consider  a  proper 
effort,  and  after  the  repeated  efibrts  which  have 
heen  made,  it  would  be  impossible  to  tf  uess  what 
sort  of  a  one  would  be  satisfactory  to  him.  It  is 
true  that  he  advises  to  suspend  the  invasion  of 
Canada  until  the  negotiation  is  ended. .  Whether 
an  attempt  will  be  made  to  invade  it  before  the 
negotiation  be  ended,  I  do  not  know;  but  I  am  sure 
of  this,  if  we  are  prepared  to  do  it,  it  ought  to  be 
done,  unless  both  parties  a^ ree  not  to  molest  each 
other  pendioff  the  negotiation.  He  also  said  that 
if  we  mvaded  Canada  we  should  attack  men  with 
whom  we  associated  as  friends.  This  may  be  the 
case,  but  is  it  not  the  case  in  every  war  where 
nations  border  on  each  other?  But,  worse  than 
this,  brother  was  to  put  the  bayonet  into  the 
breast  of  brother,  and  those  rocked  in  the  same 
cradle  were  to  kill  one  another.  This,  I  imagine, 
cannot  be  the  case  until  the  right  of  expatriation 
be  admitted,  and  it  has  been  denied  by  those  who 
oppose  the  bill,  because  the  refugees  who  went  to 
that  country  would  now  be  too  old  to  perform 
military  service,  if  living,  and  they  are  the  only 
subjects  in  that  country  who  can  have  much  kin 
in  the  United  States  without  expatriation.  But, 
if  this  argument  about  kin  has  any  force,  does 
it  not  apply  as  strongly  to  one  side  as  the  other? 
And  what  evidence  have  we  the  enemy  will  re- 


spect it  ?  And  if  it  applies  on  land,  does  it  not 
apply  on  water  ?  And  if  it  applies  to  invasion, 
does  it  not  apply  to  impressment?  But  these 
Canadians  are  surely  a  most  uncommon  people. 
At  one  time  they  are  our  brothers,  friends,  and 
associates ;  at  another,  they  are  French  Refugees 
and  Old  Tories.  Their  country,  too,  must  be 
something  like  themselves.  At  one  time,  it  is  so 
valuable  that  Great  Britain  will  never  part  with 
it,  and  at  another,  it  is  so  poor  that  it  would  be 
a  curse  to  the  United  States ;  at  one  time  the 
whole  nation  cannot  take  it ;  at  another,  a  single 
State,  and  that  not  a  large  one,  can  take  it  with 
ease.  The  war,  too^  is  to  be  as  uncommon  as  t)ie 
people  or  country ;  it  is  to  partake  of  the  eharae^ 
ter  of  a  civil  war,  to  engender  a  spirit  of  ferocity 
which  will  destroy  everything  before  it,  and  to 
produce  an  internal,  servile  war.  The  character 
of  the  war  will  depend  on  the  enemy.  Let  Hamp- 
ton and  Raisin  witness  the  kind  he  prefers.  There 
is  but  one  act  on  our  side,  that  I  have  heard  of, 
which  I  wish  had  not  been  committed.  I  mean 
the  burning  of  Newark*  Though,  in  strictness, 
It  might  be  justified  by  the  conduct  of  the  enemy 
in  the  Chesapeake,  yet  I  would  rather  we  had 
magnanimously  have  left  it  as  we  took  it.  As  to 
the  servile  war,  I  have  no  dread  of  it.  The  few 
slaves  which  I  have  I  should  not  be  afraid  to  trust 
in  any  situation,  and  I  believe  my  neighbors  feel 
as  easy  on  this  subiect  as  I  do ;  and  the  old  slaTes 
well  remember  what  became  of  those  taken  dn* 
ring  the  Revolutionary  war. 

He  also  said  that  a  certain  description  of  peo- 
ple from  Europe  had  got  possession  of  the  print- 
ing presses.  It  is  certainly  true  that  newspapers 
on  both  sides  have  been  edited  by  Europeans,  and 
they  ma^,  for  anything  I  know,  wish  to  make 
their  feeliDg  the  feeling  of  the  nation. '  He  might, 
also,  have  added  that  there  were  other  people  be- 
sides the  printers  from  Europe!  who  were  willing 
to  make  their  feeling  the  feeling  of  the  nation. 
But  all  the  fuss  about  the  influence  of  Europeans 
in  the  nation  is,  in  my  opinion,  without  founda* 
tion.  Collect  them  all  together,  and  they  will 
have  no  more  chance  to  influence  the  nation  than 
I  have  to  fly ;  and  as  to  the  press,  it  has  been  so 
abused  of  late  that  but  few  newspapers  have  any 
character,  and  their  influence  on  public  opinion  u 
little  indeed. 

I  intended,  sir,  to  have  made  more  remarks  on 
the  observations  of  my  colleague,  and  on  those  of 
several  other  gentlemen;  but  I  am  admonished 
by  a  monitor  who  will  be  obeyed,  that  I  mast 
stop ;  and  I  feel  the  less  regret  at  stopping,  be- 
cause if  what  the  enemy  did  at  Hampton  since 
the  war,  and  the  practice  of  impressment  for 
twenty  years  before,  will  not  unite  the  nation  in 
defending  their  just  rights  nothing  that  I  could 
say  would.  If  impressment,  plunder,  robbery, 
murder,  and  rape  will  not  unite  the  people,  words 
will  noi.  . 

Before  I  sit  down,  I  will  endeavor,  in  a  few 
words  to  compare  our  situation  with  that  of  Rus- 
sia when  invaded  by  France.  Unable  at  first  to 
resist,  or  to  drive  the  invader  out  of  her  territory, 
she  burnt  towns  and  cities  to  prevent  the  invader 
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firoD  fiDdiDf^  shelter  against  the  weather,  and  to 
let  him  know  her  deter minatfon  not  to  be  con- 
quered. Was  her  cause  more  just  and  righteous 
ih&n  ours?  It  was  not.  France,  with  ail  her 
mmbiiion  and  desire  for  conquest,  had  not  im- 
pressed a  single  Russian  to  fight  her  battles ;  and 
shall  Russia  burn  towns  and  cities  to  keep  the 
erown  on  the  head  of  her  Emperor,  and  free 
America  refuse  to  protect  her  citizen-sailors  from 
British  impressment  ?  She  who  would  not  suf- 
fer them  to  be  made  slares  bjr  Algiers,  Tunis,  or 
Tripoli,  caa  never  permit  them  to  be  impressed, 
aad  foreed  into  bondage  worse  than  Egyptian,  by 
Oreat  Britain.  We  must  protect  them  or  ac- 
knowledjfe  that  ihef  are  no  party  to  the  Consti- 
totion  or  the  United  States,  which  was  adopted 
to  establish  justice,  (and  is  justice  established  by 
impressment  ?)  to  secure  domestic  happiness, 
(and  IS  domestic  happiness  secured  by  impress- 
oient?)  to  proride  for  the  common  defence,  (and 
is  the  common  defence  provided  for  by  impress- 
ment ?)  to  promote  the  general  welfare,  (and  is 
the  general  welfare  promoted  by  impressment?) 
and  to  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves 
and  oar  posterity,  (and  does  impressment  secure 
the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  pos- 
teiitf  1)  Let  the  impressed  and  the  oppressed 
mnswer. 

When  Mr.  Macon  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Wabd,  of  Massachusetts,  obtained  the  floor 
and  moved  to  adjourn. — Lost  ayes  41. 

Mr.  Fi8K^  of  New  York,  required  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Stanford,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 

After  some  desultory  and  rather  disorderly  de- 
bate, in  which  Messrs.  Seybert  and  Farrow  op- 
posed Mr.  Stanford's  motion,  the  motion  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  House  determined  to  have  the  previous 
question  now  put — ayes  91. 

The  previous  question  was  then  put  in  the  fol- 
lowing form,  viz:  *' Shall  the  main  question  be 
mow  put  V^  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  for  the 
previous  question  93,  against  it  53,  as  foUowtt: 

Teas — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Aveiy* 
Baid»  Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler, 
Caldwell,  Calhoim,  Chappsll,  Clark,  Comstock,  Con- 
ard«  Crtwfinrd,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes, 
IBvans,  Ftnow,  Fhidley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fbk  of 
19#w  Yoik»  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  €h>odwyn, 
Oooidin,  Oiiffia,  Grundy,  Harris,  Hasbronck,  Hawes, 
lagefanU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Yirgiaia, 
Jdbnaon  of  Vnginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kwihaii,  Kilboum,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Leffi»rts, 
I«owndes,  Lyle,McCoy,  McKee,  McLean,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Mni^Qree,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
neasee,  Bich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sey- 
bert, Skmner,  Smith  of/ Pennsylvania,  l^ith  of  Vir- 
nnia.  Strong,  TannehiU,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Williams,  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvsnia,  Wood,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Ytrginia,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brig- 
Caperton,  Champion,  Qilley,  Cooper,  Culpeper, 


Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dewey,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hopkins  of  N.  York, 
Hung^rford,  Kent  of  New  YoriE,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Macon,  Markell,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Pear- 
son, Pickering,  Post,  John  Reed,  Ridgely,  Ruggles, 
Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York, 
Stanford,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Yose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  White,  WUcoz,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

The  said  main  question  was  then  taken,  to  wit: 
Shall  the  bill  pass  ?  and  passed  in  the  affirmatire 
— yeas  97,  nays  65,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Avery, 
Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Bur^ 
well,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clark, 
Comstock.  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch, 
Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Fanow,  Findl^,  Fidt 
of  Yermont,  Fisk  of  New  Yoik,  Forney,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grifi&n,  Grundy,  Harriai 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham, 
Irving,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Yirginia,  Johnson  of  Yirgi* 
nia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  KU- 
bourn.  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes, 
Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton.  Ormsby, 
Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Rob- 
ertson, Sage,  Seybert,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pensylva- 
nia,  Smith  of  Virginia,  TannehiU,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Wil- 
liams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

Nats— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massadinsetts,  Bayly  of 
Yirginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  BredLenridge, 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Culpeper,  Dav- 
enport, Davis  of  Mass.,  Dewey,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Goldsborough,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hopkins  of  New  York, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of 
Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Miller, 
Moffit,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ruggles,  Shef- 
fey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stan- 
ford, Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadg^  Yose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

Ordered^  That  the  title  be  **An  act  to  author- 
ize a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty-fire 
millions  of  dollars.'' 


FaiDAY,  March  4. 

The  Speakeb  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying 
that  the  act  laying  an  embargo  may  be  repealed^ 
or  so  modified  as  to  permit  them  to  export  their 
produce  to  the  Eastern  States* — Laid  on  the 
table. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "for 
the  relief  of  James  Crawford,"  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  to  author- 
ize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  subscribe, 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  for  shares  in  the 
capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
Canal  Company,  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  petitions  presented  by  him  on 
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the  29th  of  December,  from  suodrjr  inhabitaDta 
Oif  North  Carolina,  and  they  Were  referred  to  the 
5elect  committee  appointed  on  the  firat  inelant,  on 
petitions  from  other  inhabitants  of  that  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndbs,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  whom  are  committed  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled 
*^An  act  allowing  a  bounty  to  the  owners,  offi- 
cers, and  crews,  of  the  private  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States;"  and  the  bill  of  tbis  House, 
anthorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased  the  vessels 
therein  described,  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
aideration  thereof,  and  the  said  bills  were  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom 
it  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  au- 
thorioe  the  President  of  the  United  States  toeause 
to  be  built,  equipped,  and  employed,  one  or  more 
floating  batteries  for  the  defence  of  the  waters  of 
the  United  States.'' 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  furnishing, 
br  transmission  of  the  mail.  Judges  of  the  Courts 
01  the  United  States  with  a  copy  of  the  laws, 
printed  at  the  end  of  each  session  of  Congress^ 
naviog  been  reported  with  an  amendment,  in* 
eluding  also  the  Territorial  Judges^  was,  after  an 
ineffectual  attempt  to  recommit  the  resolution  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom  is  referred  the 
hill  ceocerniog  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

Tile  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate  the 
Fire  Insurance  Company  in  the  town  of  Alexan- 
dria, in  the  DisUict  of  Columbia,  as  amended  in 
that  House,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  then  spent  some  time  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  pay- 
ment for  property  of  individuals  captured  or 
destroyed  while  in  the  public  service  by  the 
enemy. 

Some  desultory  discussioti  took  place  on  the 
details  of  the  bill,  in  which  Messrs.  Archer,  Djq- 
8HA9  Inohabi,  Nelson,  and  Farrow,  took  part; 
and  as  there  appeared  to  be  considerable  differ- 
ence of  opinion  in  relation  thereto,  in  or4er  to 
give  time  for  further  considering  the  same — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  North  Carolina,  the 
Committee- rose,  reported  progrsss,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 

yiPPROPRIATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EppRS,  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations to  support  the  Military  Establish- 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1814^  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  blanks 
therein  being  filled  with  the  following  sums: 
¥ia  pay  of  amy  and  militia  -  -  -  $8,606,360 
For  forage  to  officera        ....       864,676 

For  subsistence 4,377,470 

For  camp  and  field  equipage  -  -  -  460,000 
For  medical  and  hospital  department  -  366,000 
For  boontim  and  preminma     ...    2,640,000 

For  clothing 2,086,000 

For  Quartermtster's  department  -  •  8,600,000 
For  ordnance  stores,  dec.         -        -        -       700,000 

For  fortifications 600,000 

For  contingencief 700,000 

For  Indian  department   •        -        -        -       464,600 


Thus  amended,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  bo  ca* 
grossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppbs,  the  bill  to  sopporc 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1814, 
then  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  the  blanks  therein  were  filled  with  the  fol- 
lowing sums : 

For  pay  and  snbsiitenoe  of  ojffioers  and 

seamen 92,670,841  W 

Forproviaons    -        .        .        •        .  1^9,9061  5S 

For  medicines,  dec     •        •        •        •  120,000  00 

For  repairs  of  VMBols  -        ...  1,600,00000 

F(Nr  ordnance,  dec      ....  800,000  OO 

For  contingent  expenses     •        •       •  600,000  00 

For  navy  yard,  dtc     -        •    *  ^        -  100,000  00 

For  pay,  &&•  of  marine  corps     *        -  218,270  60 

For  clothing  for  same  -        ...  71,788  10 

For  military  stores  for  same         -        -  27,608  75 

For  contingent  expenses  of  same         -  46,000  00 

The  bill  having  been  thus  amended,  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

CLOSE  OF  THE  SESSION. 

Mr.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  joint 
committee,  reported  as  fpUows: 

'*  The  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Kowm, 
jointly,  witl^  the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  <^ 
the  Senate,  to  ascertain  when  Uie  two  Houses  can  bo 
adjourned  without  detriment  to  the  public  service,  have 
carefully  examined  the  state  of  business  before  both 
Housei,  and  report,  as  their  opinion,  that  they  mi^ 
be  adjourned  on  Monday,  the  11th  day  of  April  next, 
and  submit  the  following  resolution : 

**  RcBohed,  That  the  President  of  the  SenaU  and 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  be  an* 
thorised  to  dose  the  present  session  by  adjourning 
their  respective  Houses  on  Monday,  the  eleventh  day 
of  April  next" 

After  the  rejection  of  two  motions  to  dosI- 
pone  and  lay  the  report  on  the  table,  on  wiiich 
some  little  desultory  debate  took  place,  the  co- 
port  of  tbe  committee  was  concurred  in  by  thia 
HousCf 

PLOAIIENG  BATTERIES,  dbc 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  LowNDBSkof 
South  Caroline,  resolved  itself  into  a  Commitm 
of  tbe  Whole,  on  three  several  bills  referred  feo 
said  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  viz:  the  bill  frona 
the  Seoate  authorizing  the  building  of  oertaia 
floating  batteries ;  the  hill  from  the  Senate  ^r^ 
\Df  a  bounty  to  prisoners  brought  into  port  hjr 
nrivate  armed  vessels;  and  the  bui  imported  by  the 
Naval  Committee  of  this  Houae,  nuthot izing  tha 
President  to  cause  to  be  built  or  porehaaed  a  ces^ 
tain  number  of  vessels  to  carry  not  l^a  ihna  ais* 
teen  nor  more  than  twenty  gu^s. 

No  objection  was  made  to  either  of  the  two 
first  of  these  bills,  the  objects  of  which  were  sev- 
erally explained  by  Mr.  Lownbbs,  the  chi^irmaii 
of  the  Naval  Committee. 

The  last  mentioned  bill  being  tinder  conaidtr* 
ation — 

Mr.  W.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts^  required  of 
tbe  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  such  in- 
formation as  he  might  be  possessed  of,  touching 
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tbe  progress  of  ezecotioD  of  the  law,  passed  a  year 
■go  for  ihe  iocrease  of  th^  Na?y. 

Mr.  Lowndes  stated  that,  of  the  sloops  of  war 
ordered  to  be  bailt,  two  were  ready  for  sea, 
tkree  aearly  ready,  and  the  other  in  forwardness. 
Of  the  other  vevsels,  ^veral  were  ia  a  state  of 
forwardness,  bat  none  of  ti^m  yet  laonched. 

Mr.  Rbbd  sMd,  be  could  not  see  the  propriety 
of  passing  a  bill  to  bnild  these  smaller  vessels, 
whilst  those  of  a  larger  class,  already  atfthorixed 
by  law.  were  not  completed,  and  the  crews  of 
diose  already  prepared  for  service  were  not  yet 
completed,  aod,  from  what  he  had  heard,  he  be- 
lieved conld  not  be  readily  made  np,  on  account 
of  the  difference  between  the  inducements  jieid 
out  to  the  land  and  naval  service,  A^  He  was 
disiiieiined  to  vote  for  more  vessels  of  the  class 
now  proposed,  m^til  the  frigates,  which  he  con- 
mfared  a  sobatantial  part  of  the  Navy,  should  be 
built  and  manned. 

Mr.  LoipiDBs  remarked,  that  he  did  not  con- 
sider the  aoavoidable  delay  in  completing  the 
larger  veesels  authorised  to  be  bmlt  as  any  argu- 
gieot  i^^nst  bnilding  those  of  a  smaller  class. 
With  r^rd  to  the  difficnlty  alleged  to  exist  in 
the  recruiting  of  men,  arising  from  the  present 
high  land  bounties,  he  believed  it  did  prevail,  and 
that  some  measures  might  possibly  be  necessary 
IB  couseqaeace ;  but  be  did  not  see  the  force  of 
Ihia  obiection  against  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  IiiQEB80i.L,  of  Pennsylvania,  stated,  as  the 
reporter  understood,  that,  in  a  reodezvous  lately 
opened  for  seamen,  the  recruiting  service  had 
heen  much  more  successAil  than  was  antici- 
pated. 

Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  after  stating  the  rea- 
aoBS,  drawn  from  experience,  which  operated  to 
iudoce  him  to  prefer  vessels  of  a  smaller  class 
than  that  proposed  by  the  bill,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  words  from  "  sixteen 
ID  twenty  guns,  and  inserting  from  **  eight  to  six- 
teen guns,^as  the  force  of  the  vessels  proposed  to 

Mr.  Lowndes  expressed  his  great  respect  for 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  McKim  on  this  subject;  but 
he  had  heard,  from  persons  whose  experience  en- 
titled their  opinions  on  this  head  to  son^e  weight, 
chat  the  small  privateers  first  fitted  out  had  been 

fineraliy  exchanged  for  those  of  a  larger  class, 
r.  !•.,  however,  was  willing  so  to  amend  the 
bOl  as  to  leave  the  rate  of  these  vessels  subject  to 
Bxeeotive  discretion,  from  eight  to  twenty  guns, 
if  chat  woold  meet  the  views  of  the  gentleman. 
Be  added,  that  he  had  formed  the  opinion  that, 
in  geoeraJ,  too  little  latitude  had  been  allowed 
to  ibe  discretion  of  the  head  of  the  Naval  De- 
partment, and  that  the  proper  course  would  be. 
grenerally,  to  vote  a  certain  number  of  men  and 
a  certain  amount  of  money  for  the  Navy,  and 
leave  the  application  thereof  to  the  Executive. 
But  a  diiferent  policy  had  prevailed,  to  which  he 
was  willing  to  conform. 

Bfr.  McKm  consented  to  adopt  Mr.  Lowndes's 
«i^;gestioa ;  and  the  bill  was  amended  so  as  to 
fix  the  rate  of  the  vessels  at  fVom  eight  to  twenty 
guas. 


Mr.  Reed  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  that  part  of  it  which  authorized  the 
purchase  of  vessels  of  this  description.  He  said, 
experience  had  demonstrated  the  iblly  of  the  prac- 
tice of  purchasing  vessels  instead  of  building  them 
for  the  purposes  of  war;  because  not  one  in  five, 
perhaps  not  one  in  ten,  suited  the  purpose ;  and 
the  expense  of  preparing  them  for  the  service,  af- 
ter they  were  boug^ht,  was  almost  equal  to  that 
of  building  them  throughout.' 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  he  had  no  doubt  the  re« 
marks  of  the  geodeman  from  Massachusetts  Were 
perfectly  correct  as  applied  to  large  vessels,  but 
the  same  objection  did  not  apply  to  vessels  of  the 
size  proposed,  which  might  frequently  be  bought 
more  aavantageously  to  the  public  service  than 
they  could  be  built. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Reed  was  negatived— 
ayes  41. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bills ; 
and  the  latter  bill,  and  that  giving  a  bounty  to 
prisoners  taken  by  private  armed  vessels,  were 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  Without  opposition. 

On  the  question  of /passing  the  bill  authorizing 
the  building  of  one  or  more  floating  batteries  to  a 
third  reading,  some  debate  arose. 

Mr.  Post  of  New  York,  Mr.  Goldsborouoh 
of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Kino  of  Massachusetts,  ob- 
jected to  making  an  appropriation  of  so  large  a  sum 
of  money  as  half  a  million  of  dollars,  to  make  a 
mere  experiment;  nor  did  they  see  why  the  ex* 
periment  need  be  tested  on  so  large  a  scale,  or  at 
the  expense  of  Government.  Thev  preferred  that 
the  inventors  themselves  should  nrst  essay  the 
practicability  of  the  invention.  They  said  they 
were  unwilling  to  put  the  reputation  of  the  na- 
tion at  hazard  on  such. a  project  by  giving  it,  un- 
tried as  it  was,  the  sanction  of  the  Gt)vernment. 
Torpedoes,  the  utility  of  which  had  been  so  com- 
pletely exploded,  were  held  up  as  atfbrdrng  an 
example  of  the  impracticability  of  these  thoreti- 
cal  inventions.  Besides,  it  was  remarked  by  these 
gentlemen,  however  much  respect  they  might 
be  disposed  to  pay  to  the  recommeodiation  of  the 
officers  of  the  Navy,  CaptaiiM  Decatur,  Jones, 
Lewis,  Perry,  dbc.,  who  had  so  strongly  recom* 
mended  this  invention,  or  to  the  opinions  of  any 
member  of  this  House,  they  conceived  that  the 
recommendation  of  some  responsible  officer  af 
the  Gkyvernmeut  was  oeeessary  to  authorize  Goa^ 
gross  to  pass  such  a  bilL 

To  these  observation*— 

Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  replied  that,  hoW* 
ever  desirable  it  might  be  to  husband  the  public 
money,  there  were  other  considerations  of  a  more 
imperative  character,  stich  as  the  siege  of  out 
cities,  the  infesting  our  waters  by  the  enemy,  ^c;. 
which  required  the  House  to  adopt  any  ^an  or 
defence  presenting  itself  under  such  auspices  as 
this,  and  sO  stroDffly  recommended  by  several  of 
the  most  respectable  officers  of  the  Navy,  as  wett 
as  the  Naval  Department. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  York,  who  had  inspected 
the  model  of  this  floating  battery  very  partioulariyi 
rose,  as  he  said,  with  reluctance  to  oppose  his 
opinion  to  that  which  appeared  to  be  entertained 
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by  those  gentlemeo  (Federalists)  with  whom  he 
generally  acted.  He  said  that  the  perfect  efSci- 
ency  of  this  model  had  been  proved  to  him.  If 
necessary  to  the  defence  of  our  waters,  as  he  be- 
lieved it  to  be,  the  expense  ought  to  be  no  objec- 
tion ;  his  only  objection  to  the  present  appropria- 
tion was,  that  it  was  not  double  as  much.  He 
spoke  of  the  opinion  of  Commodore  Bainbridge, 
with  whom  he  conversed  when  at  Boston  last 
Summer,  of  the  complete  protection  such  a  float- 
ing t»t(ery  would  affiord  to  the  harbor  of  Boston. 
The  plan  which  this  bill  proposed  to  carry  into 
effect  was,  he  said,  perhaps  the  most  perfect  thing 
of  the  kind  ever  proposed  to  any  (iovernment ; 
the  men  would  be  perfectly  protected,  and  the 
steam  engine,  by  which  it  would  be  impelled, 
would  be  entirely  out  of  reach  of  the  enemy.  If 
set  on  fire  by  red-hot  shot,  the  fire  could  w  in- 
stantlv  extinguished  by  water  from  the  engine; 
and  the  same  engine  would  keep'  boarders  at  a 
distance  by  the  facility  with  which  hot  water  could 
be  ejected  on  them  in  almost  any  quantity,  dbc. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  it  was  indeed  an  experi- 
ment, but  so  was  every  useful  invention  when 
first  put  into  use.  The  true  question  was,  is  it  an 
experiment  which  there  is  reason  to  believe  may 
be  beneficial  to  the  country  ?  He  believed  it  was, 
from  the  evidence  which  appeared  in  its  favor. 
It  was,  moreover,  strongly  recommended  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  a  letter  which  he  de- 
sired should  not  be  made  public,  that  the  measure 
now  proposed  should  be  adopted.  The  bill,  there- 
fore, had  the  sanction,  not  only  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished naval  officers,  of  the  Naval  Committee 
of  this  House,  but  of  the  Executive  authority. 

The  question,  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading,  was  determined  by  yeas  and  nays.  For 
the  bili  82,  against  it  44,  As  follows : 

YxAS^Messrs.  Aleximder,  Alston,  Archer,  Avery; 
Bamett,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Batler,  Caldwell,  Cal- 
boon,  Chappell,  Clark,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Croacb,  Cathbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  DenoyeUes, 
Desha,  Dnvall,  Earle,  Evans,  Findlev,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Pomev,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gopdwyn,  Gour- 
din.  Griffin,  Grosvenor,  Hall,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hon- 
gerford,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Virgi- 
nia, Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  M^^' 
knd,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon, 
MoCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Mnriiree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Onnsby,  Parker,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Richardson, 
Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Penn^lvania,  SmiUi 
of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Tel£ur,  Udree, 
Whitehill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  and  Yan- 
c^— 82. 

Nats— ^Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbniy,  Brigham,  Bnrwell,  Caperton,  Cham- 
pion, Cilley,  Cox,  Culoeper,  Davenport  Dewey,  Ely, 
uoldsborough.  Hale,  Hufly,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Markell,  Moffit,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Post,  Potter, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Raggles,  Stockton,  Stuart, 
Stnrges,  Taggart,  TaUmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massa- 
dinsetts,  and  Winter — 44. 
So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 


Satordat,  Biarch  5. 
Mr.  Kent^  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Distnct  of  Columbia,  made  an  anfavora- 
ble  report  on  the  petition  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Peac^  in  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Alei^- 
andria ;  which  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill,  extending^ 
relief  to  certain  purchasers  of  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory;  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  R.  also  reported  a  bill  to  authorise  the  sub- 
division of  the  quarter-sections  of  the  landnC  the 
United  States ;  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  McKeE)  of  Kentucky,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  the  agreement  of  the  committee 
to  the  amendment  ,of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  James  Crawford ;  which  was  eon- 
curred  in  by  the  House. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
to  cause  to  be  built  or  purchased  such  vessels  an 
are  therein  described,  (not  more  than  twenty  ves* 
sels,  carrying  not  less  than  eight  nor  more  than 
twentv-two  guns,)  was  read  m  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  Pres- 
ident to  cause  to  be  built,  equipped,  and  employ- 
ed, one  or  more  floating  batteries  for  the  derenee 
of  the  ports  and  harl^rs  of  the  United  States, 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

BOUNTY  ON  PRISONERS. 
The  bill  from'  the  Senate  to  amend  the  act  for 
giving  an    increased   bounty  on   all   prisoners 
brought  into  port  by  private  armed  vesseU^  was 
read  a  third  time,  as  amended,  in  this  House. ' 
On  the  question.  Shall  the  bill  pass? 

Mr.  Post,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  passage 
of  the  bill;  which  came  before  the  House,  he 
said,  under  unusual  circumstances.  There  was 
no  particular  statement  from  any  quarter  laid  be- 
fore the  House,  exhibiting  any  sort  of  necessity 
for  passing  a  oill  of  this  description;  without 
which,  he  said,  he  should  suppose  that  gentlemen 
disposed  to  be  influenced  by  fair  consideratioDs 
would  not  sanction  the  bill  by  their  votes.  Al- 
though, during  a  former  session,  on  a  representa- 
tion that  some  encouragement  was  necessary  to 
revive  the  drooping  privateering  system,  addition- 
al encouragement  had  been  held  out  to  those  who 
embarked  in  it,  he  did  not  conceive  that  any  im* 
pression  had  been  made  on  the  commerce  of  the 
enemy  proportioned  to  public  expectation,  or  to 
the  attention  which  Government  had  bestowed 
on  it.  Even  admitting  that  the  proipises  or  ex- 
pectations of  the  privateersmen  should  be  realized 
in  respect  to  the  capture  of  prisoners,  he  did  not 
believe  the  object  sufficiently  iinporUnt  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war,  to  justify  Congress  in  en- 
richingthe  privateersmen  out  of  the  public  Treas- 
ury. But  their  views  could  not  be  realized;  and, 
conceiving  that  no  beneficial  consequences  conld 
result  from  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  he  hoped 
the  bill  would  not  pass. 
Mr.  WARn,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  unless  there 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1806 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRBSa 


180S 


March,  1814. 


Bounty  on  Primmera. 


H.OFII. 


wete  Tery  importaDt  reasons  jor  giriog  away  the 
pMic  money  as  proposed  by  this  bill,  be  did  not 
see  why  U  should  pass.  To  eneoarage  manufac- 
tires,  or  aay  uodertaking  promisiDg  correspond- 
ent or  greater  advantages  to  the  community,  Gov- 
ernment frequently  gave  premiums  or  peculiar 
pviTikges;  but  he  could  see  no  reason  for  givine 
a  boancy  in  the  case  now  under  consideratioD.  If 
the  fruits  of  the  labors  of  those  who  adventure  in 
these  enterprises  against  the  property  of  the  ene- 
my on  the  ocean,  are  not  such  as  to  reward  them, 
be  saw  no  reason  why  the  money  of  the  public 
should  be  paid  to  make  up  the  defiicieney,  and  the 
people  be  taxed  for  their  benefit. 

Mr.  BoBwsLL.  of  Virginia,  made  a  number  of 
vemarks,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Post  and  Mr.  Ward. 
T^se  privateers,  he  said,  were  fitted  out,  not  to 
tmke  prisoners,  but  to  take  property ;  and  it  was 
Bmeh  easier,  and  more  to  their  interest,  to  set  at 
liberty  the  prisoners  they  captured,  than  to  bring 
tliem  into  port.  The  principle  of  this  bill  had 
baeo  already  recognised  by  law^  in  the  allowance 
of  twenty  dollars  for  erery  prisoner  brought  in. 
Bot  that  allowance  was  by  no  means  safficient  to 
defray  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  prisoners 
whilst  at  sea;  and  the  bill  proposed  i^  bounty 
whieh  it  was  supposed  would  indemnify  them  for 
bringing  in  the  prisoners,  and  would  afford  a 
ehcaper  way  of  obtaining  prisoners  than  any 
ollwr.  This  policy  had  b^n  heretofore  adopted 
by  other  nations  situated  as  we  are,  during  a  pe- 
riod of  war,  and  among  others  by  the  Dutch  and 
Spuiiards.  He  did  look  upon  this  bill  as  pre- 
seatinff  a  question  of  affording  a  bounty  to  priva- 
teers, but  he  viewed  it  as  a  national  concern,  and 
as  a  step  required  by  sound  policy,  to  render  more 
easy  the  acquisition  of  prisoners  of  war. 

Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  his  object 
la  advocating  this  bill  was  to  get  as  many  pris- 
ooers  of  war  as  we  could,  to  balance  accounts 
with  the  enemy,  and  enable  us  to  redeem  our 
ieUow-citizens  from  captivity.  The  profit  of 
pvrvateersmen  arose  from  the  cargoes  they  cap- 
tured, whilst  the  prisoners  they  captored  were  of 
little  value  to  them  when  brought  into  port,  but, 
owing  to  the  amount  of  provisions  and  stores 
tbey  eonaumed,  were  rather  detrimental  than 
beneficial  to  the  captors.  He  did  not  know  that 
there  was  any  official  account  of  the  dispropor- 
tion of  prisoners  in  possession  of  the  two  nations, 
bot  in  a  conversation  with  the  Commissary  Qen- 
eral  of  Prisoners,  he  had  learned  that  Great  Brit- 
ain hmd  two  thousand  more  of  our  prisoners  than 
we  hmd  o£  hers.  This  balance,  according  to  the 
agreement  o(  the  two  nations  respectively  to  sup- 
port their  own  people  taken  prisoners,  created  a 
dead  expense  to  our  Qovernment,  equal  to  the 
eoet  oi  supporting  these  2,000  men.  To  get  rid 
of  this  expense,  and  to  relieve  our  citizens,  many 
of  whom  were  suffering  extreme  hardship,  fbrm- 
edj  in  his  opinion,  a  strong  inducement  to  bring- 
ing  in  as  many  prisoners  as  possible. 

Mr*  Ward,  of  Massachusetts,  observed,  that 
from  the  statement  of  the  case  which  had  just 
been  made,  it  appeared  that  we  were  in  a  very 
hopefal  way  in  the  prosecution  of  this  war. 


What,  between  the  bounty  of  $124  for  enlist- 
ments, and  the  bounty  of  $100  a  man  for  men 
wherewith  to  redeem  our  people  taken  prisoners, 
this  would  be  an  expensive  concern.  Mr.  W. 
said,  that  he  was  as  little  inclined  to  permit  our 


citizens  to  remain  in  captivity  as  any  one,  and  as 
willing  to  vote  any  money  which  should  be 
proved  to  him  necessary  to  relieve  them. 

Mr.  McKbb,  of  Kentucky,  on  the  ground  that 
this  subject  was  new  to  him,  and  required  fur- 
ther consideration,  moved  that  the  bill  lie  on  the 
table.    For  the  motion  56,  asainst  it  59. 

Mr.  QoLDBBORouGH.  of  Niarylaud,  then  made 
some  observations  against  the  bill,  which,  owing 
to  his  distance  from  the  reporter,  were  not  dis* 
tinctly  heard.  He  said,  however,  that  this  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  only  a  roundabout  way  to  nil 
the  pockets  of  the  privateersmen;  and  conceived 
that  it  would  be  much  better  to  expend  this  mo« 
ney  in  bounties,  in  procuring  men  to  man  the 
nav^  which  was  to  fight  our  battles.  He  was  ito 
willinf^  as  any  man  to  relieve  our  citizens  from 
captivity,  but  did  not  believe  this  would  be  an 
advisable  or  effectual  way  of  doing  it.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  prevalence  of  a  disposition,  which 
he  saw  with  regret,  to  subvert  the  interest  of  the 
navy — the  substantial  defence  of  the  country — 
by  enormous  bounties  to  soldiers,  and  reduced 
bounties  to  seamen,  which  induced  almost  all  the 
seamen  disengaged  to  enter  the  land  service.  He 
feared,  too,  it  would  be  a  system  of  warfare  which 
was  to  be  deprecated,  destroying  all  the  vessels 
captured  at  sea  for  the  sake  of  getting  the  pris- 
oners, ^. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  Vermont,  approved  this  bill,  equal- 
ly as  a  measure  for  annoying  the  enemy,  and  aa 
an  economical  instrument  for  equalizing  the  ac- 
count of  prisoners  between  the  two  nations,  and 
relieving  us  from  the  expense  of  supporting  pris- 
oners. He  regretted  that  no  measure  could  be 
proposed  which  would  please  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House.  A  short  time  ago  our 
seamen  were  all  starving,  was  the  complaint,  and 
now  it  was  made  a  complaint  that  the  ordinary 
wages  would  not  tempt  them  to  embark  on  the 
ocean.  He  should  be  much  gratified  if  any  one 
thinff  could  occur  which  would  gratify  these 
gentlemen. 

Mr.  McKiM  said  he  would  add  only  one  word 
as  to  the  *'  hopeful  way"  we  were  in.  He  said, 
the  difference  of  2,000  in  the  account  of  prisoners 
was  but  a  small  difference  in  a  national  point  of 
view ;  but  how  did  it  happen  to  be  even  so  grea( 
as  it  was?  Our  seamen  impressed  on  board  Brit- 
ish ships  were,  when  the  war  broke  out,  thrown 
into  British  prison  ships,  and  there  compelled  to 
remain  as  prisoners  of  war.  Another  reason  was, 
that  the  British  Gk>vernment  was  more  attentive 
to  the  security  of  its  prisoners  than  we  were; 
confining  them  in  dungeons  and  prison  ships, 
whilst  those  taken  by  us  were  suffered  to  go  pret- 
ty much  at  larse. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  when  this 
bill  was  first  read  he  was  as  hostile  to  it  as  any 
one  could  be.  but  since  the  fact  was  disclosed  that 
the  balance  in  the  account  of  prisoners  was  against 
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m,  he  was  determined  to  give  his  vote  for  any 
measure  which  should  have  a  tendency  to  relieve 
his  suffering  fellow-citizens.  Will  you,  said  he, 
permit  some  of  your  bravest  men — your  gallant 
tars-*to  remain  in  captivity,  when  it  may  he  in 
your  power  thus  to  ohtain  their  relief?  if  ic  be 
the  fault  of  the  Gk)vernment  that  they  are  in  cap- 
tivity, I  beg  gentlemen  not  to  visit  the  sins  of  toe 
Government  on  your  suffering  seamen. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative — for  the  bill  83,  against  it 
55,  as  follows : 

Teas — Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  Avery,  Bard, 
Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Galhomi, 
ChappeU,  Comstocky  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Cionch,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Da* 
vail,  Earle,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fiak,  of  YermoDt, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Good- 
wyn,  Gonrdin,  Griffin,  Grnndy,  Hall,  Harris,  IngersoU, 
Ingham,  Irving,  Irwin,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Virginia,  Kpnedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lef- 
lerts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Maoon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
McLean^  Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Par- 
ker, Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Se- 
vier, Seybert,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill, 
Taylor^  Telfair,  Troup,  Whitehill,  Williams,  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania,  Wood,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Beall,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Brigham, 
Oaperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cal- 
peper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  Ged- 
des,  Gddsborough,  Hale,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hopkins 
of  New  York,  Hufty,  Hungerford,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Islead^  Kent  of  New  York,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell, 
Miller,  Mosdey,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pest,  Pot- 
ter, John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ridgely,  Roggles,  Stan- 
fintd,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson, 
Vose,  Ward  of  MassachuaetU,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
and  Winter. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed,  without  debate,  by 
the  following  vote : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Alexander,  Archer,  Avery,  |  Bard, 
Bamett,  Bayly  of  Virginia,  Beall,  Bigelow,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Burwell,  Caperton,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chap- 
peU, Clark,  Comstock,  Conard,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Crouch,  Culpeper,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duviul,  Earle,  Eppea,  Farrow, 
Findlev,  Flsk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  F*>rney, 
Forsydbf  Franklin,  Geddes,  Goldeborough,  Goodwii], 
Cburdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  HalU  Harrier  Hasbro  tick, 
Hawes,  Hopkins  of  New  Yoik^  Hungerford,  rngereoll, 
Ingham,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Islard,  Jackson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  JVIarylund, 
Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  Massachuiatu,  King  of  JVoilh 
Carolina,  Lefierts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Ma- 
con, Markell,  MeCoy,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Miller, 
Moffitt,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Moseley,  Murfree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants, 
Post,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Bea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Bhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ridgely,  Ringgold,  Roane, 
Qobertson,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Skinner, 


Smith  of  Viniiria,  Stanibfd,  Stuart,  Stmrges,  Tama^ 
hill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Vose,  Ward  of  Masaaeha* 
setis.  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White,  WbitehiU,  WU- 
cox,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania*  Winter,  Wood, 
Wright,  and  Yancey— 12L 

Nats — Messrs.  boyd,  Brigham,  ChamfHon,  Ely, 
Hufty,  Kent  of  New  Yo^k«  Potter,  Thompson,  and 
Wheaton— 9. 

MILITAflY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  for  the 
year  1814,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachasetts,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  agaimt  passing  the  bill  on 
your  table.  It  contemplates  appropriatiDg  the 
enormous  sum  of  $20,302,906  to  the  support  of 
the  Military  Establishment  for  the  present  year. 
This  sum,  and  three  times  as  much  more,  aa  is 
manifest  from  the  well-founded  calculations  of 
military  gentlemen,  will  be  expended  in  the 
course  of  this  year,  if  the  army  is  raised  which 
is  authorized  by  the  bills  which  have  beea  lately 
pasoedt  and  the  war  for  the  conquest  of  Canada 
is  prosecuted  with  the  dc^ee  of  foUy  and  im- 
providence which  have  hitherto  characterised  it 
in  its  course. 

This  appropriation  will  absorb  nearly  the  whole 
sum  which  will  be  raised  by  the  loan  bill  recently 
enacted.  The  terms  upon  which  this  money 
will  be  obtained,  Tequires  a  more  profitable  appli- 
cation of  it.  when  an  individual  raises  money 
by  sendiog[  his  paper  to  market,  it  is  considered 
a  sore  indication  of  impending  bankruptcy,  and 
is  ever  found  to  be  the  messenffer  of  truth.  When 
a  Government,  in  behalf  of  all  its  citizens,  raises 
money  upon  the  terms  which  every  individoal 
would  reject,  were  he  a  borrower,  as  too  wasting 
and  extravagant,  they  ought  at  least  to  be  able  to 
give  a  good  account  of  the  manner  in  which  it 
has  been  expended,  and  the  return^  and  advan- 
tages which  are  obtained.  Bad  economy  in  an 
individual,  is  bad  economy  in  the  public  Bat, 
sir,  if  this  sum,  or  any  larger  sum  within  the  re- 
sources of  the  country,  was  called  for  to  build  a 
navy  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce,  and 
avenging  the  wron^  of  our  common  country, 
against  the  aggression  of  any  and  all  nations, 
whether  English  or  French,  barbarous  or  civil- 
ized. I  should  giY%  my  vote  for  it  with  ^eat 
promptness  and  pleasure  ;  but  with  a  view  to  the 
conquest  of  Canada,  or  in  the  support  of  a  war 
which  I  view  not  only  to  be  weak,  but  wicked,  I 
would  as  soon  vote  supplies  to  be  expended  in 
the  invasion  of  Canada  by  land,  as  the  invest- 
ment of  it  by  sea«  We  can  as  coaseientioualy 
pay  for  the  shedding  human  blood  on  the  plains 
of  Abraham,  as  on  the  river  St.  I^wrenoe.  If 
the  character  of  the  contest  in  which  we  lire 
enga^d,  were  that  which  is  given  to  it  by  the 
President  in  his  Message,  I  should  be  one  of  the 
last  men  in  this  House  to  oppose  this  appropria- 
tion ;  and  sure  I  am  that  my  constituenu  woold 
expend  their  last  dollar,  and  shed  their  best  blood, 
in  its  support.    If,  sir,  in  the  langaage  of  the 
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FiencleBt,  ^  it  ap^led  for  its  8iipf>ort  to  the  pure 
pruMipksof  pfttriotism  and  the  pride  of  liberty," 
IB  the  section  of  country  which  I  hare  the  honor 
to  represent,  the  withhcAding  of  supplies,  the  re- 
fusing to  lery  men,  or  raise  money,  or  any  other 
ittcidlent,  would  not  impede  its  prosecution.  If, 
air,  it  appealed  to  these  hearen-born  principles  for 
wmffortj  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  never  in- 
acaeiUe  to  them,  notwithstanding  the  many  dark 
sormises  a|(atnst  theip,  and  the  many  illiberal, 
■ot  to  say  indecent  remarks,  to  which  they  have 
be«o  subject  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  would 
be  found  where  they  erer  have  been,  and  ever 
wiU  bc^  iHben  those  pure  principles  call  them  to 
action,  in  the  front  rank  of  efibrt  aad  danger. 
This  is  the  proud  and  elevated  ffround  on  which 
the  true  history  of  your  country  has  placed  them, 
la  the  glorious  contest  which  achiered  our  inde- 
paadence,  in  which  Massachusetts  took  counsel 
atone  of  her  courage,  her  supplies  of  men  and 
mooey  were  gr^tly  beyond  that  of  any  other 
State  in  the  Uaion,  whatever  mav  be  their  pride 
or  their  boasting.  In  a  war  ia  which  **  the  pure 
pnaeipleeof  patriotbm  and  pride  of  liberty"  beat 
to  araasy  the  i^ace  which  has  ever  known  Mas- 
sachusetts would  know  her  again. 

Though  the  Preddent  has  said  that  the  war 

rials  to  *'  the  pure  principles  of  patriotism  and 
pride  of  liberty  for  support,"  he  has  not  conde^ 
setnded  to  show  now,  or  in  what  manner,  it  does 
aow  It  rests  wholly  in  assertion.  And  if  he  had 
said  directly  the  reverse,  the  position  would  at 
least  have  beea  as  wdl  supported.  In  my  mind, 
ks  charaeter  is  the  antipode  of  that  which  is 
^ven  it  by  the  President.  The  prosecution  of 
It,  after  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council, 
was  aajust,  as  it  respects  our  enemy,  and  pre- 
tmiaenUy  so,  as  it  respects  our  own  country. 
Hot  beUevtug  in  the  justice,  necessity,  or  ezpe- 
dieaey  of  the  war,  I  am  against  its  fartner  prose* 
eatioa  i  and  it  is  my  wish  to  admonish  thcf  Ad- 
■nuistration  to  effect  an  armistice,  and  make  a 
peace  by  the  only  means  which  are  left  us,  by 
abmmog  our  hand  and  withholding  supplies. 

Soflie  gentlemen  seem  to  act  under  the  im- 
presaiott  that  the  minority  are  faulty  in  not  con- 
enrriag  in  the  granting  of  supplies;  that  the 
Gosgreas  ia  181^  having  declared  war,  we  are 
•oaaaahted  and  must  ma^e  the  uecessary  provi- 
sion for  carrying  it  on.  This  I  do  not  admit  to 
be  aoaad  doctrine.  We  are  at  much  at  liberty 
ta  thiA  for  ourselves,  and  act  according  to  our 
earfaioos,  as  our  predecessors  were.  Acu  of  Le- 
pflittlures  which  are  ia  the  nature  of  grants,  it  is 
me,  are  irrevocable,  but  the  declaration  of  war  is 
DiC  of  that  character.  An  after  Legislature,  with 
Mdreaee  to  such  an  act,  is  not  bound  to  effectuate 
tha  parpoeea  of  a  former  one.  It  is  not  only  their 
right,  but  their  dutjr,  to  rescue  their  country  from 
dastmction.  Thu  unjustifiable  daim  of superior- 
itjr,  OB  behalf  of  the  last  Congress  and  of  a  sort 
or  vasnlagie  to  them,  on  the  partof  the  present,  is 
sac  to  be  wimitted  or  endured.  Whether  or  not 
tlto  war  vras  just  at  the  time  when  it  wasdeclar- 
ady  ia  of  Bo  importaaoe*  To  prosecute  it  without 
a  as  uawBanantabla  as  to  commence  it 


without  justice.  After  the  revocation  of  the 
Orders  in  Council,  I  contend  that  we  had  no 
cause  for  prosecuting  the  war,  which  was  just, 
even  as  it  respects  our  enemy.  But  if  it  were 
just,  as  it  respects  our  enemy,  in  the  situation  of 
our  country  it  was  unjust  and  cruel,  as  it  respects 
our  own  country,  and  against  the  duty  which 
the  Government  owes  to  its  citizens.  Ir  we  had 
just  cause  of  war,  as  it  respects  our  enemy  and 
our  country,  it  ooffht  not  to  have  been  declared 
until  negotiation  bad  been  fully  and  fairly  tried, 
and  the  alternative  of  war  or  satisfaction  had 
bees  presented  to  the  enemy.  If  just  cause  of 
war  existed,  and  negotiatiou  had  been  tried  and 
exhausted^  to  prosecute  it  by  invading  Canada, 
and  carrying  misery  and  destructicm  to  its  inhtb- 
itaats,  inasmuch  as  invading  them  has  no  ten- 
dency to  enforce  our  rights,  whieh  are  said  to  be 
violated,  or  to  compensate  us  for  the  injuries 
said  to  be  sustained,  is  wanton  and  cruel.  The 
mischief  done  to  them  is  merely  gratuitous.  To 
make  a  war  just,  as  it  respects  our  enemy,  it  is 
necessary  that  they  shouldf  have  done  us  an  in- 
jury of  saeh  magnitude  as  to  be  good  cause  of 
war,  not  accidentally,  but  intentionally,  ckimiag 
a  rtgiit  to  do  it,  or  in  contempt  of  our  rights,  aad 
that  we  should  have  called  for  satisfaction,  and 
it  should  have  been  denied  us.  War  is  a  tremend- 
ous evil,  and  ouaht  aot  to  be  resorted  to  for  light 
reaseasi.  It  is  the  last  resort,  the  ultima  ratio  of 
man,  and  the  greatest  temporal  scourge  of  God. 
It  is  with  surprise  and  deep  r^et  that  I  hear  it 
spoken  of  with  so  much  inseasibility  by  gentle* 
men  a(  the  majority.  The  bloody,  the  wasting 
work  of  war,  seems  to  be  considered  as  an  amuse* 
men  t,  or  a  triiing  game  of  hazard.  Havin  jr  failed 
in  two  campaigns,  prosecuted' at  an  amasinff  ex- 
pense of  blood,  treasure^  and  human  happiness, 
another  effort  h  spoken  of  with  as  much  mng^ 
frcid  as  a  second  hit  in  a  game  of  backganuaen. 

The  misfbrtune  of  the  worid  is,  that  they  who 
declare  war  do  not  fight  the  battlies  and  undergo 
the  miseries  of  the  field.  Had  the  Congress 
which  declared  war  sat  on  the  snow-banks  where 
Hampton's  army  encamped,  their  false  or  mis- 
taken patriotism  would  ttave  been  cooled,  their 
session  would  have  been  short,  and  we  should 
have  had  no  war.  Let  gentlemen  visit  the  field 
of  battle,  view  the  bodies  of  the  dead,  and  hear 
the  groans  of  the  dying;  let  them  rollow  the 
maimed  and  the  crij)ples  through  all  the  maxea 
and  miseries  of  their  wretched  journey  through 
the  remainder  of  life ;  let  them  visit  the  friends 
of  those  who  have  tallen  in  battle,  and  ^vitness 
their  agonies  and  distress,  and  they  w^l  not  ex- 
pect to  compeasate  for  the  aggregate  of  human 
misery  in  lofty,  unmeaning  expreosioos,  of  what 
is  due  to  mistakea  natioaal  honor. 

To  make  a  war  just  as  it  respects  oar  own  cit- 
iseas)  the  object  ooatended  for  ought  to  be  of  sdfir 
cient  magnitnde^  if  obtained,  to  compensate  them 
for  ail  the  losses  they  sustain,  and  the  miseries 
they  suffer  in  its  prosecution ;  otherwise  more  of 
evil  than  good  will  result  from  it  The  expecta- 
tion of  success  ought  also  to  be  reasonable* 
These  points  ought  to  be  aa  clear  that  thare  could 
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be  no  difference  of  opinion,  amoag^  intellig^ent 
mnd  honest  men.  There  are  cases,  it  is  true,  in 
which  &  nation  ought  to  take  cooosel  only  of  its 
courage.  When  its  existence  is  threatened  and  all 
is  at  hazard,  every  effort  ought  to  be  mad6,  and  if  it 
falls  it  will  fall  in  triumph.  But,  sir,  in  ordinary 
cases,  something  is  due  to  national  interest  and 
national  happiness,  as  well  as  to  visionary  notions 
of  national  honor.  I  am  as  little  in  the  habit  of 
reckoning  everything  in  dollars  and  cents,  as  any 
gentleman  in  this  House.  But  the  false  patriot- 
ism of  sacrificing  important  interests  and  rights 
to  secure  pretended  ones^  deserves  severe  reproba- 
tion; it  is  against  an  important  article  m  my 
political  creed. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Nslson) 
^'rejoicra  and  rejoiced,"  almost  without  ceasing, 
that  the  discussion  of  this  and  its  kindred  bilu, 
had  taken  place  in  the  latitude  which  has  been 
indulged,  inasmuch  as  it  had  afforded  an  oppor- 
tunity to  the  minority  to  show  to  the  world  the 
evidence  of  their  attachment  to  the  English  na- 
tion,and  the  effects  of  British  infiuence.  We  have 
been  asked,  again  and  again,  by  gentlemen  of  the 
majority,  trom  various  quarters  of  the  House, 
where  that  spirit  of  resistance  to  British  agres- 
sion has  fled,  which  was  manifested  by  the  Feder- 
alists of  Boston,  in  their  memorials  to  Congress, 
in  1806,  urging  the  Government  to  war  with 
England  and  pted^ing  their  lives  and  fortunes  to 
prosecute  it  with  vigor;  where  those  feelings  now 
are,  which  were  exhibited  by  the  Federalists  at  the 
death  of  Pierce,  who  fell  by  the  hftnd  of  British 
Tiolence ;  and  where  that  national  pride  is  which 
was  called  forth  at  the  insult  offered  to  our  sov- 
ereignty, in  the  attack  upon  the  Chesapeake*  It 
is  said  by  those  gentlemen,  who  with  an  air  of 
triumph  ask  these  questions,  that,  when  Pierce 
was  kHied  the  Federalists  contended  for  the  honor 
of  burying  him,  and  for  the  first  positions  in  his 
funeral  train ;  and  that  they  thirsted  for  satisfac- 
tion for  the  insult  offered  to  our  national  honor 
in  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake.  This  is  all  true. 
The  same  spirit  now  exists  among  the  same  hon- 
orable men,  and  will  show  itself  whenever  the 
purposes  of  justice  and  the  honor  of  the  nation 
require  it.  The  gentlemen  who  alluded  to  these 
facts,  cannot  have  attended  to  their  operation, 
and  the  evidence  which  they  furnish,  that  the 
feelings  of  the  Federalists  are  truly  American. 
Should  the  British  putforth  their  hands  and  touch 
American  interest  or  insult  the  honor  of  our  na- 
tion, if  any  want  of  spirit  or  power  of  resistance 
is  discovered  in  our  country,  it  will  be  found  in  the 
ranks  of  the  majorltv.  When  and  on  what  oc- 
casion have  the  gentlemen  of  the  majority  exhib- 
ited such  temper  and  spirit  towards  the  French, 
under  insulu  and  injuries  of  the  most  atrocious 
nature,  as  they  now  bear  witness,  that  the  Fed- 
eralisu  on  these  occasions  manifested  towards 
the  English  1  On  none.  I  repeat  it,  sir,  on  none. 
On  all  occasions  our  Qovemmen^  for  twelve 
years  past,  have  discovered  a  truckling,  submis- 
sive temper  to  the  Qovernment  of  France,  which 
would  dtsgtrace  the  umest  people.  When  in- 
joied  and  intuited  ouuageously,  instead  of  de- 


manding satisfaction  and  showing  manlv 
proper  resentment,  such  as  our  national  honor 
required,  our  Government  have  condescended  to 
put  apologies  into  their  mouths,  which  they  ha^e 
disdained  to  offer  for  themselves.  When  our 
ships  were  burnt  by  French  cruisers  by  prder  of 
the  Emperor,  against  all  law  moral  or  national, 
the  complaints  of  our  Government  were  express- 
ed in  the  language  of  meekness.  They  merelf 
suggested  to  the  French  Minister,  that  if  it  vpas 
necessary  to  bum  our  ships  to  prevent  the  fleet* 
of  their  enemy  fVom  falling  in  with  them  and  ob- 
taining information,  (which  the  French  had  never 
intimated.)  that  it  was  the  **  most  distressing^ 
mode  in  which  beliifferents  exercise  might  con- 
trary to  right."  While  our  Government  have 
been  very  sensitive  and  tremblingly  alive  to 
every  symptom  of  British  indecorum,  and  by  a 
kind  of  second  sight  have  seen  it  where  it  did  not 
exist;  they  have  licked  the  dust  from  the  feet  of 
the  Emperor  of  the  French.  The  maxim  "  tbe 
same  disposition  which  makes  one  insolent  to 
the  weak,  makes  him  abject  to  the  powerful," 
has  been  abundantly  verified  in  the  conduct  of 
our  Government  towards  the  two  great  bellig^ 
erents. 

I  have  no  blind  prejudices  or  partialities  for 
the  English  nation.  My  feelings  are  purely 
American.'  Englishmen  and  EVenchmen  wbem 
they  violate  tbe  rights  of  our  country,  it  is  my 
wish  should  receive  the  same  measure  <x{  resist- 
ance. I  was  educated  in  Revolutionary  princi- 
ples, and  inhaled  with  my  first  breath  something^ 
of  prejudice  against  the  people  with  which  we 
are  now  at  war.  It  does  not  enter  into  my  viewa 
to  show  that  our  enemies  are  right ;  it  is  true  I 
feel  a  conviction  that  the  Gbvernment  of  our 
country  is  wrong,  and  if  this  could  be  shown 
without  seeming  to  justify  our  enemjr,  the  task 
to  me  would  be  less  unwelcome.  This  it  is  im- 
possible to  avoid.  It  is  a  despotism  of  princii^esy 
from  the  tyranny  of  which  no  one  who  attempta 
to  perform  what  I  feel  to  be  my  duty  to  do,  eaa 
escape.  It  is  impossible  to  show  that  one  party 
to  a  controversy  is  wrong,  without  apparently 
showing  that  tbe  other  is  right.  But  justice  ia 
justice,  and  right  is  right,  let  them  apply  against 
whom  they  will ;  and  he  must  be  a  miserable 
judge  who  decides  causes  according  to  parties^ 
and  not  accordinff  to  their  merits. 

Although  the  Orders  in  Council  are  out  of  the 
question,  having  been  revoked,  notice  given  to 
our  Gk)verament  and  an  armistice  proposed  by 
our  enemy  before  hostilities  were  commence^ 
yet  such  have  been  the  allusions  to  them  as  eri- 
dencing  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  oar  enemy, 
wantonly  to  invade  our  commercial  rights,  ana 
not  to  be  at  peace  with  us,  that  a  few  remarks 
upon  them  will  not  be  misapplied. 

The  enemy  did  not  consider  those  orders  as  an 
infraction  of  our  rights,  as  an  independent  natioo. 
If  they  reasoned  Incorrectly,  and  their  orders 
were  iodefensible,  thera  was  nothing  of  contempt 
or  intentional  wrong  in  their  conduct;  of  course 
nothing  to  excite  the  violence  of  passion,  or  that 
heat  which  arises  when  injury  is  coupled  with 
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insah.    lojuries  of  this  kind  we  have  ofce^  re- 
eeired  from  the  French,  and  tamely  sabmitted. 

At  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  Berlin  de- 
crees, we  were  at  peace  with  Prussia,  Hamburg, 
and  Denmark,  and  our  merchants  were  carrying 
on  a  profitable  trade  with  them,  in  various  com- 
modities, some  of  which  were  of  the  growth  and 
manufacture  of  Great  Britain.  The  nations  then 
ranked  as  free  and  independent  nations,  and  the 
trade  which  we  then  carried  on  with  them  was 
lawful,  and  one  which  we  bad  a  right  to  pursue. 
The  Elmperor  of  France  or  any  other  Govern- 
ment, except  tha$  of  the  respective  countries 
above-mentioned,  had  a  right  to  interrupt  it. 
Bonaparte^  as  a  war  measure,  not  as  a  municipal 
T^g;ulation,  resolved  upon  the  destruction  of  this 
trade ;  and  by  means  of  a  military  force  com- 
peted the  Governments  of  those  countries  to  dis- 
eootinue  this  trade  with  us,  to  *tbe  injury  of  our 
merchants.  Had  Bonaparte  fitted  out  snips  and 
eaptured  American  property  on  the  high  seas, 
on  lU  passage  to  those  countries,  if  it  were  ori- 
ginally of  British  growth  or  manufacture,  no  one 
would  have  contended  that  it  was  not  a  violation 
of  oar  neutral  rights,  and  that  we  ought  not  to 
have  resented  it.  Where  is  the  difference  be- 
tween his  sending  a  force  upon  the  seas  to  cap- 
ture our  property  going  to  a  neutral  port,  and 
■ending  an  army  by  land  to  do  the  same  thing? 
If  the  end  is  wrong  the  mean?  used  to  effect  it 
cannot  make  it  right.  The  property  of  our  citi- 
zens captured  and  condemned,  under  the  Berlin 
decree,  jg^reatly  exceeded  that  seized  und(^  the 
Orders  in  Council,  in  any  eiven  space  of  time. 

Many  months  oefore  the  Orders  in  Council 
were  pot  in  executioo,  we  had  notice  from  the 
British  Government,  that  if  France  was  permit- 
ted with  impunity  to  interrupt  the  trade  be- 
tween neutrals,  that  she  would  by  way  of  retalia- 
tion interrupt  the  trade  of  neutrals  with  France. 
However,  whether  or  not  the  orders  were  a  just 
retaliation  upon  France,  and  could  be  inflicted 
through  the  sides  of  a  neutral,  is  of  no  import- 
ance^ they  having  been  repealed  and  due  notice 
given  to  our  Grovernment.  With  reference  to 
the  temper  discovered  by  our  enemy,  I  thought 
it  pertinent  to  make  these  remarks. 

After  the  Orders  in  Council  were  revoked,  we 
had  no  just  cause  of  war,  even  against  our  enemy. 
The  complaints  of  impressment  did  not  furnish 
one,  when  war  was  declared.  That  injuries  had 
been  done  to  us  in  this  respect,  is  not  to  oe  denied. 
Bat  that  they  are  of  the  magnitude  suggested, 
there  is  no  pretence;  an  exaggeration  without 
example,  has  been  the  effect  of  the  round  number 
calcufation,  in  which  gentlemen  have  induljjed. 
The  subject  does  not  admit  of  precise  certainty, 
as  to  the  number  of  our  seamen  taken  against 
their  will,  or  the  amount  of  our  injury.  But  the 
investigation,  which  one  of  my  honorable  col- 
IcMies  (Mr.  Taqoaet)  has  made,  and  which  is 
beiore  the  public,  shows  that  it  is  a  mere  bagga- 
teUe,  when  compared  with  the  representations 
of  centlemen  of  the  majority :  even  within  the 
inSlB  of  this  House,  and  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate ^pregious  errors  have  been  committed.   The 


gentleman,  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ingerboll) 
as  attempted  to  ascertain  the  whole  number  of 
impressed  American  seamen,  by  comparing  the 
number  of  American  seamen  found  on  board  the 
Guerriere,  Java,  and  Peacock,  with  the  whole 
number  of  seamen  on  board  those  vessels,  and 
then  supposing,  that  the  whole  number  of  im- 
pressed American  seamen  in  all  the  British  ships 
bears  the  same  proportion  to  the  whole  number 
of  seamen  in  the  British  navy.  This  rule,  if 
rightly  executed,  would  be  uncertain  and  falla- 
cious. But  the  gentleman  has,  hiade  a  mistake 
of  upwards  of  nine  hunclred  per  cent,  in  the  num- 
ber round  on  board  the  Java.  He  has  assumed 
that  she  had  eleven,  whereas  she  had  but  one. 

The  investigation  of  this  subject  which  has 
taken  place  before  the  Legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts, to  aid  in  which  men  of  both  political  par- 
ties have  not  only  been  invited,  but  compelled  to 
give  information,  shows  that  the  evil  is  not  only 
small,  but  diminishing  daily. 

The  British  nation  claim  the  services  of  her 
subjects  in  time  of  war,  and  the  right  of  visiting 
neutral  merchant  ships,  and  taking  those  who 
have  withdrawn  from  her  support.  This  right, 
on  change  of  circumstances,  she  admits  to  exist 
in  our  Government,  and  it  is  certainly  claimed 
and  exercised  by  other  belligerent  nations.  Her 
right  to  impress  even  her  own  subjects  has  been 
more  than  doubted  by  many  of  the  majority* 
That  the  power  of  compelling  the  subjects  and 
citizens  of  all  countries  to  contribute  their  ser* 
vices  in  time  of  war  exists  in  some  department  of 
their  €k>vernment  cannot  be  questioned.  The 
chairman  of  the  Military  Committee  (in  the 
course  of  this  debate)  has  intimated,  tha^  if  en- 
listing soldiers  failed)  conscription  would  be  the 
next  resort. 

Though  it  is  admitted  that  this  power  exists  in 
our  country,  it  is  denied  that  it  appertains  to  the 
Goverpment  of  the  United  States.  It  belonp  to 
the  State  governments.  As  between  Great  Brit- 
ain and  her  subjects,  I  can  see  no  reason  why  she, 
by  her  naval  officers,  cannot  compel  the  services 
of  her  subjects  found  on  the  high  seas,  as  well 
as  we  ours,  by  our  military  officers  found  on  land. 
If  she  has  a  right  to  the  services  of  her  subjects, 
they  have  no  right  to  withhold  them.  There 
cannot  be  right  against  right.  If  the  subject  haa 
no  riffht  to  withhold  his  services,  withdAwinf 
from  bis  country  and  entering  on  board  a  neutral 
ship  is  wrons,  and  to  exeo^pt  him  from  ^serving 
his  couQtrv  because  he  had  withdrawn,  would  be 
allowing  him  to  take  the  advantage  of  his  own 
wrong,  which  is  not  admissible.  But  it  is  said 
that  they  have  no  right  to  visit  our  merchant 
ships;  that  a  ship  at  sea  is  an  extension.of  our 
territory.  This  principle  is  applicable  only  to 
national  ships.  The  argument  of  the  honorable 
Speaker  proves  tpo  much.  If  his  doctrine  is  cor- 
rect, that  a  neutral  merchant  ship  at  sea  is  an 
extension  of  her  territory — articles  contraband  of 
war— enemy's  persons  and  property  may  be  car- 
ried without  interruption  by  neutrals,  and  the 
law  of  nations  respecting  contraband  of  war, 
would  be  of  no  e^ct.    It  is  due  to  the  honor  of 
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a  neutral  nation  to  suppose  that  her  armed  ships, 
sailiDg  under  her  authority,  will  not  violate  bel- 
ligerent rights,  and  supply  her  enemy  with  arti- 
cles contraband,  &c»  But  this  is  not  due  to  her 
merchant  vessels.  The  right  to  vish  them  for 
the  purpose  of  searching  for  articles  contraband, 
for  enemy's  persons  and  enemy's  goods,  is  claimea 
and  exercised  by  all  belligerent  nations.  If  this 
doctrine  of  the  Speaker  is  correct,  it  follows,  of 
course,  that  free  ships  make  free  goods — a  posi- 
tion which  is  denied  bv  all  writers  of  respecta- 
bility on  international  law.  In  all  cases  where 
free  ships  make  free  goods,  is  the  rule  between 
sations,  it  is  the  eflRsct  of  treaties  which  have 
changed  the  common  rule,  and  the  making  of 
which  shows  that  the  law  of  nations  is  otner- 
wise.  But  it  is^said  that,  if  they  visit  our  ships, 
they  will  take  not  only  their  own,  but  our  citi- 
zens. That  such  is  the  similaritv  of  language, 
manners,  &c.,  that  it  is  impossible  to  discrimi- 
nate; and  because  they  cannot  exercise  their 
right  without  invading  ours,  they  must  abandon 
theirs.  Who  is  it  that  occasions  this  confusion 
of  characters  and  persons?  The  documents  which 
have  been  read  oj  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
to  show  the  ma^itude  of  the  injury  and  the  de- 
termination to  compel  a  redress  m  President 
Washington's  time,  show  also  that  from  the  high 
wages  given,  and  other  lures,  British  seamen 
were  enticed  into  our  service.  No  means  of  pre- 
vention were  adopted  to  exclude  them  from  our 
vessels,  and  avoid  this  intermixture  of  persons, 
and  confusion  of  rights. 

What,  sir,  is  the  law  in  cases  analogous  ?  We 
llHiy  reason  from  small  things,  to  things  of  greater 
magnitude,  and  of  a  higher  nature.  Bijr  feelings 
always  recoil  when  I  compare  men  with  prop^ 
erty.  I  am  in  the  habit  of  estimating  human 
flesh  and  blood  quite  as  highly  as  the  gentleman 
IVem  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  I  also  pre- 
hr  the  person  of  a  man  to  a  bale  of  goods;  I 
conaider  him  of  too  high  a  nature  to  be  placed 
on  a  level  with  prooerty.  -. 

If  A  had  an  indenniie  quantity  of  any  commo- 
dity, which  has  no  ear  marks  or  distinguishing 
features,  and  B  has  also  an  indefinite  quantity  of 
the  same  commodity — and  B  intermixes  his  with 
A's,  the  consequences  are  that  B  incurs  a  forfeit- 
ure of,  his  right.  He  who  creates  the  confusion 
of  rights  forfeits  his  right.  I  do  not  mean  to  be 
widerstood,  that  as  we  suffer  their  men  to  come 
on  board  our  ships,  and  confusion  arises,  that 
therefore  they  have  a  right  to  take  and  hold,  not 
only  their  subjects  but  our  citizens.  But  cer- 
tainly, as  we  are  the  cause  of  the  concision,  it 
does  not  seem  warrantable  to  conclude  that  they 
shall  no|  be  permitted  to  take  even  their  own. 

The  right  to  take  from  Amercan  merchantmen 
native  American  citizens,  or  the  citizens  or  sub- 
jects of  any  other  country,  whether  naturalized 
in  America  or  not,  is  not  claimed  by  the  British, 
and  whenever  they  are  taken  by  mistake  they  are 
discharged  as  soon  as  the  mistake  is  discovered ; 
and  OUT  Government  have  been  invited,  again 
aad  again,  to  furnish  information,  that  justice 
might  be  done.    In  point  of  principle  there  is  no 


controversv  between  us,  excepting  as  to  her  sub- 
jects whicn  have  been  naturalized  in  America. 
A  right  to  their  services  she  claims  in  virtue  of 
their  native  allegiance,  which  she  contends  they 
owe  her,  and  cannot  throw  off  without  her 
consent. 

Upon  this  point  the  British  Government  and 
our  own  are  at  issue ;  and  upOn  the  ^ound  of 
reason  and  authority,  in  my  mind,  It  is  against 
us.  But  if  it  were  jkot,  I  ask  gentlemen  of  the 
majority,  who  seemTo  be  so  sensitive  on  this  sub- 
ject, if  there  is  any  justification  for  involving  our 
country  in  war.  in  the  state  in  which  we  were, 
for  this  class  of  citizens — when  the  consequences 
are,  that  native  American  citizens,  who  are  bone 
of  our  bone  and  fiesh  of  our  flesh,  cannot  be  pro- 
tected. What  is  the  President's  answer  to  the 
native  American,  citizens  of  North  Carolina  and 
Maryland,  the  fathers  and  mothers,  the  brothers 
and  sisters,  the  wives  and  children,  who  suppli- 
cate protection  of  our  Grovernment  for  themselves 
in  the  houses  irf  which  they  were  born,  and  on 
the  soil  on  which  they  and  their  ancestors  bave  im- 
memorially  inhabited — **  we  cannot  protect  yoiu'' 

Why  not  give  this  answer  to  the  new-born  citi- 
zens of  our  country,  or  even  to  native  citizens, 
who  are  not  content  to  share  in  the  milk  ana 
honey  of  our  land  at  home^ut  ask  protection  on 
the  highway  of  nations  7  Would  not  the  answer 
to  the  citizens,  "  we  cannot  protect  you,**  be  em- 
phatically true,  more  so  than  the  answer  to  the 
good  people  or  North  Carolina  and  Maryland ; 
and  could  not  honorable  pride  more  easilv  submit 
to  give  it?  Great  sensibility  is  discovered  by  gen- 
tlemen in  this  debate  for  the  sufferings  of  our  nat- 
uralized citizens,  and  it  has  often  been  repeated 
that  Government  dare  not  refuse  to  protect  them. 
Many  loftv  high-sounding  expressions  concern- 
ing their  riights,  and  what  is  due  to  our  national 
honor,  have  been  repeated  aj^ain  and  again.  Sir, 
humiliating  as  the  thought  is,  in  the  present  state 
of  our  navy  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  protect  our  naturalized  citizens  on  the 
ocean,  in  attempting  it  we  take  the  children's 
bread,  and  give  it  to  strangers. 

This  class  of  citizens  have  no  claim  upon  out 
Government  for  protection  on  the  hish  seas, 
against  their  native  country.  We  took  them, 
subject  to  her  claim  of  allegiance,  and  are  bound 
to  protect  them  on  the  high  seas  only  against 
others  than  their  own  country.  By  naturalizin|r 
them  no  such  duty  devolves  on  our  country.  As 
well  might  a  man  who  had  mortgaged  his  estate, 
and  then  conveying  it,  free  of  all  encumbrances, 
complain  of  his  grantee  for  not  paying  the  debt, 
to  secure  which  it  was  conveyed  in  mortgage* 
The  forms  of  our  naturalization  law  lead  to  no 
disclosure  of  the  circumstances  under  which  a 
citizen,  who  offers  himself  for  naturalization^ 
leaves  his  own  country;  whether  or  not  he  b 
banished,  and  discharged  of  aH  obligations  of  al- 
legiance, does  not  appear.  The  pride  of  men  who 
say  to  native  citizens  we  cannot  protect  you,  and 
with  swelling  importance  rush  into  a  hopeless 
war  for  the  protection  of  naturalized  ones,  is 
contemptible. 
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That  allegiance  is  nataral  and  uDirersal,  la  my 
Bind,  is  supported  by  reason  and  authority.  On 
tiiis  subject  the  j^reat  European  nations  accord. 
In  our  country  it  has  been  decided  that  allegiance 
is  perpetnal,  by  the  hiffhest  judicial  tribunal,  and 
La  times  when  the  public  nund  was  less  agitated 
ihan  at  present.  All  the  purposes  for  wnich  a 
anan,  hj  the  writers  on  the  law  of  nations,  may 
emigrate  to  another  country,  may  be  accomplish- 
ed without  his  throwing  off  his  alie{;iance,  and, 
in  any  eTent,  making  war  against  his  own.  By 
emigratioo,  and  being  domiciled  in  a  new  coun- 
try, a  person  mav  place  himself  in  such  a  situa- 
tion as  to  incar  double  or  inconsistent  duties ;  but 
if  he,  thus  situated,  incurs  any  penalties,  he  is  a 
subieet  for  mercy,  but  it  does  not  alter  the  law. 

Bat,  UTj  if  the  British  irapressiog  her  subjects, 
who  have  been  naturalized,  is  a  cause  of  war,  can 
it  be  jost,  as  it  respects  our  own  country,  that  ten 
of  our  native  citizens  should  be  sacrificed  in  try- 
ing to  defend  one  of  them?  We  hare  already  lost 
in  a  ranch  ^at<sr  proportion.  If  an  answer  could 
be  rightly  given  in  the  affirmative,  I  say,  to  obtain 
inatice  by  negotiation  had  not  been  fully  and  fair- 
Iv  tried.  I  ^11  not  wade  through  an  ocean  of 
docnmenu  to  shoW  what  does  not  exisL  by  show- 
ing what  does.  Any  person  who  will  take  the 
tronlAe  to  read  the  letter  from  Lord  GrenvtUe  to 
Mr.  King,  of  the  7th  of  March,  1797,  the  instruc- 
tions of  Air.  Jefferson  to  Mr.  Monroe,  of  the  6th 
ot  Janoaryt  180i,  and  of  Mr.  Madison  to  Messrs, 
Monroe  and  Pinkney,  of  May  17th,  1806,  and  the 
correspondence  between  Monroe  and  Pioknev 
and  the  British  Cominissioaers,  and  examine  all 
the  other  documents  in  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment for  twenty  years  past,  will  find  that  a  con- 
alant  ej&rt  has  been  made,  on  the  part  of  our 
enemy,  to  adjust  all  difficulties  respecting  im- 
pressment, upon  terms  consistent  with  her  pre- 
serving the  control  of  her  citizens  without  dis- 
tiessiiu;  ours^  and  that  such  terms  have  never  been 
eierea  or  yielded  to  them  by  our  Government. 
Imprenmeot  was  not  a  cause  of  war  when  it  was 
draared.  The  mischief  existed  in  a  mueh  greater 
degree  during  the  Administration  of  Washington. 
Jt  was  ooosidered  bv  him  as  an  evil  of  a  nature 
not  to  be  remedied  bv  war.  Surely  no  man  bet- 
ter knew  what  was  due  to  the  honor  or  interest 
of  hi%  nation  than  the  Father  of  his  Country,  or 
was  more  ready  to  assert  her  claims.  Since  the 
rijeeiion  of  the  treatv  made  by  Monroe  and  Pink* 
n^i  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  effect  an  ar- 
laogement  res(>ecting  impressment.  In  the  treaty 
with  Mr,  Enkine  it  was  not  noticed,  and  in  the 
comnuioication  from  our  Secretary  of  Slate  to  Mr. 
Adams,  after  war  was  declared,  it  is  not  mention- 
ed. Is  it  possible  that  Government  can  now  se- 
riously declare  that  a  cause  of  such  a  nature^ 
which  has  slejrt  so  long,  and  not  even  been  the 
subject  of  negotiation^  was  a  justifiable  cause  of 
dedaring  war  when  we  made  the  declaration  ? 
Sorelv  a  Government  which,  with  such  an  extent 
of  defenceless  seacoast;  with  such  an  amount  of 
property  on  the  ocean  unprotected ;  with  conflict- 
ing opinions  among  its  citizens,  would  declare 
war  against  a  nation  which  had  the  means  of  aa^ 


noying  us  in  the  highest  degree,  must  have  a 
great  avidity  for  shedding  human  blood,  and  must 
expect  the  curses  and  execrations  of  their  suffer^ 
ing  country.  The  blood  of  thoasands  cries  to 
Heaven  for  vengeance  against  them.  No  men 
ever  more  wanted  what  the  celebrated  Valdesso 
said — "All  military  men  need  a  time  for  sober  re- 
flection before  their  death"— 'than  those  who  in- 
volved this  once  happy  country  in  war. 

The  feelings  which  gentlemen  of  the  msjority 
discover,  as  it  respects  war,  in  my  mind,  do  no 
credit  to  their  hearts.  To  obtain  any  object  by 
negotiation,  and  in  a  manner  which  ought  to  flat- 
ter the  pride  and  honor  of  our  country,  does  not 
seem  to  afford  them  any  pleasure.  The  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.lMOBRsom)  when 
endeavoring  to  support  the  position,  that  taking 
high  ground j  as  it  respected  England,  was  the 
way  to  bring  her  to  our  feet,  referred  to  the  set- 
tlement of  the  affair  pf  the  Chesapeake,  He  spoJJBe 
of  that  proud  nationas  having  been  brought  to  hunoi- 
ble  herself  before  us,  by  spirited  measures  on  o^r 
part.  In  another  part  of  the  same  address  to  tiiis 
Cominittee,  instead  of  rejoicing  at  this  event,  ha 
deeply  regretted  that  Congress  had  not  then  bnn 
in  session,  that  war  might  have  been  instantly  de* 
clared.  The  habit  of  our  nation  was  then  fever- 
ish ;  her  pulse  then  beat  high,  and  he  seemed  to 
think  we  should  then  have  fought  with  spirit. 
Can  any  gentleman  wish  to  obtain  by  the  sword 
what  can  be  secured  by  negotiation  1  I  desire  to 
thank  my  God  that  he  has  not  vet  suffered  sueh 
feelings  geoeraliy  to  pervade  the  hearts  of  my 
countrymen. 

If  we  had  just  cause  of  war,  and  negotiatioo  had 
been  exhausted,  the  invasion  of  Canada  is  inhu- 
man and  barbarous:  if  successful,  it  has  no  ten* 
dency  to  put  us  in  possession  of  our  violated 
rights,  or  compensate  us  for  our  wrongs.  The 
mischief  which  is  done  to  the  Canadians  is  mere« 
ly  gratuitous ;  as  much  as  the  destruction  of  the 
property  of  a  humble  individual.  The  unoffend- 
ing Canadians  do  not  stand  between  us  and  our 
right&i  Where  a  Government  places  its  citizena 
or  subjects  in  that  situation,  the  injured  eountiry 
must  cut  its  way  through  tnem  to  the  object  to 
which  it  has  a  rightful  claim.  If  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, by  means  of  armed  ships,  invade  ourcoia- 
oiercial  rights,  we  are  justified  in  destroying  them, 
and  the  blood  of  her  suly  ects  will  be  on  the  heads  ot 
those  Who  administer  their  Government.  Their 
destruction  can  be  justified,  because  it  is  necessa* 
ry  to  the  attainment  of  a  rightful  object.  This 
cannot  be  said  as  it  respects  the  invasion  of  Can- 
ada. Even  misrepresentation  has  not  charged 
the  innocent  Canadians  with  indulging  any  feel- 
ings inimical  to  us,  until  acts  of  outrage  were 
committed  against  them.  All  the  wrongs  which 
it  is  pretend^  we  have  received,  result  from  the 
acts  of  the  Government  to  which  they  are  sub- 
ject, and  in  whose  councils  they  have  no  voice. 
Foul,  indeed,  must  be  the  robes  of  the  magistrates 
of  a  country,  to  justify  washing  them  in  tue  blood 
of  its  innocent  subjects.  The  invasion  of  Canada 
is  like  storming  an  infirmary ;  the  vanquished  will 
be  a  present  plague  and  fuiufe  expense.    Sup- 
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pose  the  Canadas  should  be  taken — will  it  do  us 
auv  good,  or  our  enemies  any  hurt?  If  they  are 
to  oecome  a  component  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  be  admitted  to  all  the  privileges  of  freemen, 
we  shall  then  have  a  motley  mixture  of  citi2ens. 
ignorant  of  their  rights  and  of  their  duties,  addea 
to  a  population  already  too  heterogeneous.  If 
they  are  held  as  a  conquered  province,  and  con- 
sidered as  a  colony,  an  armed  force  must  be  main- 
tained to  keep  them  in  order;  at  the  head  of 
which  some  niture  Caesar,  or  present  Bonaparte, 
may  overturn  the  government  of  our  country. 

The  honorable  Speaker  is  impressed,  that  the 
pride  of  England  sets  a  value  upon  these  posses^ 
stons,  and  that  the  brilliant  pages  of  her  history 
will  be  tarnished  by  their  loss ;  and  that  the 
memory  of  Wolfe,  and  his  splendid  victory  over 
Montcalm,  cannot,  after  these  possessions  are  gone 
from  her,  he  had  in  remembrance  by  the  English 
nation  with  pleasure.  These  circumstances  may- 
make  the  purchase  dear  to  us,  but  give  the  pos- 
session, when  obtained,  no  additional  value*  If 
it  has  an  artificial  value  to  our  enemy,  it  will  be 
lost  in  our  hands.  Besides,  can  It  be  believed 
that  Great  Britain  would  sacrifice  her  niaritime 
rights,  or  any  principle  which  enables  her  to 
maintain  them,  to  regain  the  possession  of  the 
Canadas,  which  have  ever  been  an  expense  to 
herf  Is  it  in  man  to  believe  that  she  would  make 
a  peace  and  cede  the  Canadas.  and  leave  us  in 
possession  of  the  fisheries,  whicn  were  secured  to 
us  by  the  treaty  of  peace  ?  The  fisheries  are  of 
more  importance  to  the  United  States  than  all 
the  land  between  the  Lakes  and  the  North  Pole. 
The  wealth  of  the  deep  is  inexhaustible.  Fish- 
ing vessels  are  the  cradles  in  which  our  most  ex- 
periehced  seamen  are  rocked.  But  for  them,  in- 
stead of  triumphing  in  the  successes  of  our  naval 
beroeS)  and  passing  resolutions  of  immortality  to 
their  memories,  we.  might  now  have  been  mourn- 
ing at  their  defeat,  and  weeping  over  their  faded 
laurels. 

But,  sir,  is  the  conquest  of  Canada  to  be  effect- 
ed? One  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina (Mr.  Calhoun)  has  told  us,  when  attempt- 
ing to  show  that  British  power  is  less  now  than 
when  struggling  for  existence  and  the  freedom  of 
the  world,  that  it  is  not  bone,  and  sinew,  and 
muscle,  that  nerves  the  arm  and  makes  powerful, 
but  that  it  is  motive  and  vigor  of  feeling  which 
does  it.  Another  honorable  gentleman  (the 
Speaker)  has  said,  that  British  pride  sets  a  high 
Talue  on  the  Canadas.  No  honorable  gentleman 
will  say  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  as 
it  respects  the  conquest  of  Canada,  feel  the  oper- 
ations of  the  motives  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  constitute  power, 
when  the  States  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  most 
powerful  province  will  not  more  a  finger  to  effect 
ft,  but  reprobate  the  attempt  in  others.  In  this 
situation,  what  prospect  can  even  these  gentlemen 
have  of  obtaining  the  object  of  the  war — the  con- 
quest of  Canada  ? 

A  gentleman  from  Vermont  presses  the  prose- 
cution of  the  war  for  the  conquest  of  the  provin- 
ces, because  it  will  be  convenient  to  us  to  possess 


them,  we  now  having  too  extensive  a  frontier. 
Is  there  no  such  thing,  in  the  estimation  of  that 
gentleman,  as  nation&l  morality  or  national  jus- 
tice ?  Are  the  rights  of  one  nation  to  be  meas* 
ured  by  the  wishes  or  wants  of  another  ?  The 
gentleman's  farm  may  be  locked  in  by  the  lands 
of  his  neighbor,  and  he  may  want  them,  but  this 
will  hardly  justify  him,  in  foro  comcientuB,  in 
seizing  them  by  force. 

Believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  invading  of  Canada 
is  wrong,  I  cannot  voluntarily  aid  in  the  unjust 
attempt  to  take  it.  If  I  were  to  give  my  vote  for 
any  measure,  the  object  of  which  is  to  eflfectuate 
that  end,  I  should  offend  against  the  present  ^n- 
eraiion,  posterity^  my  country,  and  my  Uod. 
Considering  the  invasion  as  immoral,  whether  or 
not  it  has  been  unskilfully  prosecuted  will  make 
no  difference  to  me  as  to  voting  supplies.  If  the 
end  is  wrong,  a  skilful  application  of  means  to  ef- 
fect it  will  not  make  it  right. 

On  the  subject  of  a  Navy  for  the  general  pur- 
poses of  the  nation,  with  no  reference  to  the  pros- 
ecution of  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and 
as  to  the  appropriations  which  we  ousht  to  afford 
the  Administration  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
navy.  I  totally  disagree  with  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Rhodd  Island,  ^Mr.  Potter.)  He 
seems  to  be  impressed,  that  the  only  way  to  pre- 
vent all  Governments  from  engaging  in  war,  is  to 
deny  them  all  the  means  of  building  ships,  or 
making  any  preparation  for  it.  In  this,  however 
much  I  generally  value  and  respect  his  opinions, 
I  think  he  is  quite  erroneous.  A  Government 
thus  sparingly  provided  for^  could  do  no  nrare 
good  to  the  people  than  a  blind  man  in  an  empty 
house. 

A  naval  force  is  our  proper  defence.  If  our  lib- 
erties are  to  be  preserved,  and  our  commerce  and 
common  country  defended,  we  must  have  one — 
it  is  indispensable.  With  such  an  extended  sea- 
coast  a  million  of  soldiers  could  not  guard  us  at 
all  points.  American  valor  cannot  onerate  where 
it  IS  not.  A  foreign  nation,  predominant  at 
sea,  could  apply  their  force  wherever  we  had 
none.  The  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, (Mr.  Grunut,)  as  to  making[  the  war 
purely  defensive  on  our  inland  frontier,  apply 
with  double  force  as  to  our  seaboard. 

Our  navy  ought  to  be  of  such  magnitude,  as  to 
make  it  an  item  in  the  accounts  add  considera- 
tions of  the  maritime  Powers  of  Europe.  But  to 
secure  us  respect  on  the  ocean  from  all  nations,  it 
is  not  necessary  that  our  naval  force  should  be 
competent  to  cope  with  anv  one  important  Eu- 
ropean Power.  Suppose  England  and  France 
were  at  war,  each  having  their  five  hundred^  or 
any  other  number  of  ships  of  war,  and  the  United 
States  with  only  fifty ;  if  our  rights  were  invaded 
by  England  the  consequence  would  be,  that  our 
weight  would  be  thrown  in  the  scale  of  her  ene- 
my, and  there  would  be  five  hundred  and  fifty 
against  five  hundred.  If  France  should  trespass 
against  us,  our  naval  power  would  co-operate 
with  England,  and  the  like  inequality  would  be 
produced  against  France.  So  that,  though  their 
several  force  would  greatly  exceed  ours,  yet  each 
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belligeieat,  baTiog  a  view  to  the  foree  of  their 
tBemj  u  well  as  to  oors,  woold  find  it  for  their 
teeontf  to  respect  our  rights.  Bat,  if  oar  naral 
ibree  is  so  eontemptihle  as  to  make  as  of  do  con* 
sideiatioo  in  the  estimation  of  Earopean  nations, 
we  shall  ever  be  subject  to  their  rapine  and  plun- 
der, as  often  as  they  are  belligerent  aad  we  neotraL 

''Free  trade  and  sailors'  rights"  are  the  order 
of  the  day,  at  Court  and  in  the  country^  and  gen* 
tiemea  are  so  delighted  with  the  sound,  that  they 
pay  little  regard  to  the  substance.  They  seem 
to  have  takeo  for  their  maxim,  as  it  respects  saU- 
ora'  rights,  ''all  for  love  and  the  world  well  lost." 

After  the  rerocation  of  the  Orders  in  Couacil, 
oor  commerce  was  under  no  restrictions  from  the 
British,  excepting  those  which  the  rights  of  bei- 
liferents,  by  the  law  of  nations,  impose  upon  neo- 
tnls.  We  bare  been  for  so  long  a  time  at  peace, 
while  the  European  nations  have  been  at  war, 
that  we  seem  to  have  forgotten  that  belligerents 
hare  any  rights.  But^  however  hifh  we  may 
hold  our  neutral  rights,  it  is  to  be  considered,  when 
thef  are  put  in  practice,  they  must  admit  some 
temperament  and  amicable  compromise  with  the 
rights  of  others.  Should  it  be  our  misfdrtune  to 
continoe  in  war,  I  think  we  shall  be  found  to 
daim  and  exercise  belligerent  rights  in  as  high  a 
degree  as  any  nation  on  earth.  Already  hare  our 
courts  gone  farther,  in  condemning  property  as  a 
anae  m  war,  than  any  of  the  decisions  of  Sir 
WiiJiam  Scott. 

That  free  ships  make  free  goods,  or  t^at  the 
iag  covers  all  which  sails  under  it,  is  not  the  doc- 
trine of  the  law  of  nations,  and,  to  have  it  so  set- 
tled, is  not  less  against  our  interest  than  against 
the  principles  of  international  law.  If  a  gentle- 
flMB  who  has  his  home,  not  on  the  mountain 
wave,  bat  on  the  mountains  themselves,  had  eon- 
tended  that  this  was,  or  ouffht  to  be,  the  law  of 
nations,  I  should  not  have  oeen  much  surprised. 
Bot  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
UiaBBBOLL.)  who  resides  in  one  of  the  most  flour- 
ishing commercial  cities  in  the  United  States,  and 
wbo  every  day  must  behold  the  abundant  fruits 
of  the  principle,  that  free  ships  do  noi  make  free 
foods,  should  contend  for  it,  is  to  me  truly  aston- 
tshiag.  Situated  as  we  are,  a  world  by  ourselves, 
naturally,  and  under  a  wise  Administration  might 
be  so  ntuitically,  the  mercantile  nations  of  Eu- 
rope will  probably  be  at  war  ten  years  while  we 
•hall  be  but  one.  If  free  ships  made  free  goods, 
the  merchants  of  European  belligerent  nations 
would  pursue  their  foreign  commerce  with  their 
usyaJ  profits,  only  paying  freij^ht  to  a  neutral  car^ 
lier.  In  the  bosiness  of  carrying,  we  should  have 
Cor  rivals  nations  in  Europe,  who,  from  the  lower 
wages  of  their  seamen  and  cheaper  subsistence, 
would  underwork  us.  But  if  free  ships  do  not 
make  firee  goods,  the  consequence  is,  that  the  bel- 
Hgeteot  owner  cannot  ship  his  goods  on  his  own 
•ecount,  bot  is  obliged  to  sell  to  a  neutral^  who 
secures  not  only  the  freight  but  the  mercantile 
profit  In  oar  country  a  great  commercial  cap* 
ital  is  employed  in  foreign  commerce,  while  those 
nations  who  have  been  our  rivals  in  the  carrying 
trade,  in  the  existing  war  between  England  and 


France,  and  probably  will  be  in  future  wars,  have 
little  or  none.  Our  merchants,  as  purchasers, 
havinff  annihilated  their  rivals,  have  secured  not 
only  the  mercantile  profits  but  the  profit  of  carry- 
ing. Immense  wealth  in  our  country  is  the  fruit 
of  the  principle,  that  free  ships  do  not  make  free 
goods.  And  if  we  must  go  to  war,  the  interest 
of  our  country  requires  that  we  should  fight  in 
support  of  this  principle,  rather  than  to  eflSct  an 
alteration. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  contends 
that  the  laws  of  nations  must  be  altered ;  that 
articles  contraband  must  be  diminished,  and  the 
right  of  searching  for  enemies^  goods  limited  and 
restrained  ;  and  that  neither  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  nor  any  future  President,  ought  to 
make  peace  until  these  changes  are  effected.  Sir, 
is  it  for  the  interest  of  our  country  that  these  al- 
terations in  the  laws  of  nations  should  take  place  7  i 
In  my  mind  it  is  not.  But  if  it  were,  is  it  m  oar 
power  to  eflfeet  them  ?  Can  we  with  our  armed 
ships,  so  few  in  number  that  they  cannot  with  all 
their  heroism  and  valor  defend  our  own  ports, 
enforce  a  change  in  the  law  of  nations,  and  give 
a  new  code  to  the  world  7  No,  sir,  there  is  some- 
thing  in  this  proposition  beyond  the  dreams  of 
madness. 

Sir,  I  am  one  of  those  who  never  believed  the 
causes  alleged,  to  be  the  real  causes  of  the  war  be- 
ing declaiid.  It  is  not  in  man  to  control  his 
faith.  We  cannot  believe  without  evidence,  nor 
disbelieve  against  it.  It  is  not  to  be  believed  that 
war  for  the  protection  of  commerce  and  sailors' 
riffhts  could  be  enforced  upon  the  nation  by  those 
who  are  not  merchants,  nor  sailors,  nor  their  re- 
lations, nor  connexions,  against  the  prayers  and 
entreaties  of  those  who  are.  Nature  has  not 
ohangecL  nor  fathers  and  mothers  in  the  Eastern 
States,  *' monsters  proved."  Miracles,  or  at  least 
something  more  than  the  declaration  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  will  be  necessary 
to  establish  this  to  be  the  Aict.  This  gentleman, 
in  the  abundance  of  his  candor  and  decent  respect 
for  the  inhabitants  of  the  Eastern  States,  sup- 
poses that  such,  outrages  have  been  committM 
against  the  rights  of  sailors,  as  (to  furnish  just 
cause  of  war,  and  that  they  are  by  the  operation  of 
party  spirit  so  duped  and  blinded  as  to  be  insen- 
sible to  the  feelings  of  humanity,  and  the  suffer- 
ings of  their  brethren  and  kindred.  This  gentle- 
man would  do  well  to  pause  and  consider  how 
far  party  feelings  have  affected  himself. 

They  respect  human  flesh  and  blood,  and  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  men,  as  highly  as  any  mem- 
ber in  this  House,  and  they  will  not  condescend 
to  take  lessons  in  humanity  from  the  people  of 
any  State  in  the  Union. 

The  people  of  Massachusetts  are  not  the  inferiors 
of  those  of  the  State  which  the  gentleman  has 
the  honor  to  represent,  in  the  public  or  private 
virtues ;  nor  in  the  knowledge  of  the  true  inte- 
rest of  their  country,  foreign  or  domestic ;  nor  in 
the  proofs  they  have  given  of  zeal  and  industrv 
in  its  service;  nor  in  any  particular  which  calls 
for  and  obtains  the  just  considerations  of  the  hu- 
mane and  enlightened. 
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Tb«i«  are  bm  three  popositions  upon  which  I 
can  aocoufit  for  war  being  declared  by  oar  Gk>y* 
ernmeot  agaiost  England  at  the  time  when  it 
took  places  each  of  which  carry  terror  to  our 
country,  according  to  the  views  which  I  have  of 
its  interests. 

Ist  That  the  Bmperor  of  France  had  an  as- 
oendencjr  in  the  councils  of  our  nation  from  the 
fears  which  he  excited,  or  the  hopes  he  inspired. 

2d.  That  the  views  and  designs  of  the  Admin- 
istration were  to  destroy  the  commerce  of  the 
conntry,  and  make  us  purely  an  agricultitraland 
manufacturing  people. 

3d.  That  it  was  intended  by  the  Administra- 
tion to  change  the  form  of  our  Qovemment. 

In  addacing  the  facts  and  evidence  which  ope^ 
lale  om  my  mind,  in  favor  of  each  supposition^  I 
sh^l  endeavor  to  avoid  repeating  that  which  has 
been  laid  before  the  Committee,  and  remarked 
«pon  by  those  who  have  preceded  me  in  this  de- 
bate, and  ahaU  advert  to  such  auxiliary  proofs 
ODly  ae  have  oceurred  to  me,  and  not  been  notic^ 
fay  others. 

The  honocable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meai^,  in  the  remarks  which  he  sub- 
miiied  to  the  Commrttee,  made  frequeni  allusions 
to  the  late  President,  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  to  his  ac- 
tions and  opinions,  and  those  of  others,  ooneern- 
tBg  him.  It  cannot  therefore  be  amiss  if  I  avail 
mysdf  of  his  example. 

I  have  long  considered  that  gentleman  as  the 
champion  of  anti- Federalism  and  I>emocracy,  as 
the  mainspring  and  soul  of  the  party  which  no^ 
direct  the  destinies  of  our  country.  It  is  a  fact 
well  known,  that  he  long  since  predicted  the  pre- 
dominance of  Frehch  power,  and  the  overthrow 
of  England.  England,  it  has  been  thought,  could 
do  iitue  more  than  '*  gather  up  her  garments,  that 
•he  might  fail  with  decency.'^ 

With  such  impressions  the  hc^  might  have 
been  indulged,  |hoagh  I  think  it  would  have 
proved  vain«  that  French  iavors  might  be  secured 
by  subserviency  to  Freikch  power.  To  me,  sir, 
the  eflfecte  of  French  influeaoe  have  been  as  visi- 
ble in  the  measures  of  our  Govemipent,  since  the 
commeneement  (^  Mr.  Jefferson's  Presidency,  as 
though  they  were  written  in  sunbeams.  A  few 
facts  inaddition  to  those  which  have  been  nun- 
tioned  by  other  gentioBMn,as  evidence  of  French 
influenoe,  will  m  suggested  without  much  sm- 
pliication  or  com  meat.  After  (he  commenee- 
ment of  the  French  Revolution,  the  Gbversment 
of  France  proclaimed  the  right  of  self-govern- 
ment to  exist  in  the  people  of  all  countries ;  and 
the  inhabitants  of  St.  Uomtngo  were  declared  to 
be  free.  In  1806,  the  merehanta  of  our  country 
carried  on  a  profitable  comraeroe  with  that  island, 
as  they  mi^ht  lawfully  do.  Bonaparte  then 
wanted  *^  ships,  colonies,  and  commerce,"  and  de- 
clared that  a  rebellion  existed,  because  they  re- 
used to  submit  to  his  power.  Our  Administra- 
tion, finding  the  people  of  St.  Domingo  in  full 
.possession  and  exercise  of  the  powers  of  govern- 
ment, had  a  right  to  carry  on  commerce  with 
them  without  asking  permission  of  the  Emperor 
of  France,  or  any  other  Power. 


A  rap  from  the  French  Minister  procured  th# 
passing  of  an  act  prohibiting  this  commeme,  «• 
promptly  as  a  rap  on  your  table  calls  this  Houee 
to,  order;  In  ISOl-'S,  when  the  Spaniards  were 
in  alliance  with  the  Emperor  or  France,  the 
dupes  of  his  artifices  and  the  instruments  of  his 
power,  New  Orleans,  to  which  as.  a  place  of  do- 
posite  we  had  a  right  by  treaty,  was  occluded  by* 
them,  and  we  were  deprived  of  this  right  to  o«r 
great  injury.  Spoliations  upon  our  commerec  to 
a  great  amount,  previously  to  this  time,  had  beta 
committed  by  the  Spaniards,  and  compensatioa 
had  been  demanded  and  retused.  It  is  a  faot 
which  has  frequently  been  alluded  to  by  the  ma- 
jority in  oor  debates,  and  not  denied  bv  me  to  to 
tr^e,  that  gentlemen  .prominent  in  tae  Federd 
party  were  for  doin^  our  countrv  forcible  just^e. 
They  were  for  seizing  New  Orleans,  and  repos* 
sessing  themselves  of  rights  of  which,  in  violation 
of  good  faith,  they  had  been  deprived.  Upoa 
this  ooeasion  the  Demostheoean  ebquenee  ex  a 
Morris  was  exerted  with  great  force,  in  the  fint 
branch  of  our  Legislature,  to  excite  them  lo  vin- 
dicate and  enforce  our  rijfhts,  but  without  effieu 
We  were  then  told  that  it  was  anti-Repobiicaa, 
and  against  the  genius  of  our  Qovemment,  to  go 
to  war  for  foreign  conquest ;  that  no  eonsidera* 
tion  ought  to  induce  the  United  States  to  go  to 
war  for  fifty  years.  The  voice  of  oom^aiat 
from  our  injured  citizens  was  heard  by  our  Qov* 
ernment,  but  not  regarded.  The  Spaniards  were 
then  the  allies  of  the  French ;  Spanish  insults 
and  injuries  were  sobmitted  to  wtfh  tameness. 
Since  the  Spaniards  commenced  their  struggle 
to  rescue  their  country  from  the  French  bondage, 
what  has  been  the  condoot  of  our  Qoverooienc? 
It  has  been  reversed.  Instead  of  maaifesdng  that 
sympathy  which  ought  to  have  been  excited  for 
a  people  who  were  among  the  first  to  acknow* 
ledge  our  independence,  and  who  were  stroffgliBg 
for  (heir  own,  our  Government  assumed  a  hostile 
attitade.  The  Minister  of  Spain,  Mr.  Onis,-  was 
not  accredited. 

The  policy  of  our  Gbvemment  towards  Spain, 
as  it  respect  her  American  possessions,  let  the 
members  of  the  twelfth  Congress  explain  Wtat 
the  wbrki  does  not  already  know.  In  a  contest 
like  that  between  Fmnee  and  Spain,  every  man 
of  sentiment  most  be  a  partjr  witn  the  ktter.  To 
me  it  is  not  a  subject  of  indifieience  whether 
Spatiu  is  governed  by  the  monarch  of  her  eboioe^ 
or  by  a  mere  poppet  of  a  King,  who  will  alwa)» 
act  in  conformity  to  the  views  of  the  tyrani  of 
Europe^  the  chief  juggler  behind  the  oortata. 
The  sentiments  of  the  ^ntieman  from  Georgia 
(Mr.  Fobsyth)  upon  this  sai^ect,  in  my  miad| 
are  not  only  very  ucorrect,  but  highly  reprebesF* 
sihie. 

The  coincidence  of  the  measures  of  our  Gov« 
emment  and  those  of  France,  for  many  yean  past, 
must  have  been  the  effect  of  design  and  net  of 
accident.  Our  embargo  and  non-intercourse  laws 
have  comported  exactly  with  the  French  Coati* 
nental  system.  Whatever  has  been  prophesied  in 
France  has  come  to  pass  here.  The  footsteps  of 
Bonaparte  have  been  visible  in  all  the  paths  of 
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•or  GbTerocoeitf.  The  tels  pf  tnaoleBce  oq  the 
part  of  Frmiiee,^d  tubmissioa  on  the  part  of  our 
Adouoistratioo,  are  without  number. 

The  Emperor  of  the  French  assumed  the  right 
of  interfering  in  oar  municipal  regulations,  and 
ui  the  detaib  of  acts  passed  by  the  Legishitore  of 
o«r  nation.  Mr.  Barlow,  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Monroe,  of  the  16th  of  March,  1812,  says : 

^  The  Bmpeter  did  not  like  the  bill  we  hsTe  seen 
hdbie  CoAgfMB,  for-  adaiitting  English  goods  con- 
Itted  for  before  the  non-importetion  law  went  into 
epenlioiu  1  was  qmestioned  1^  the  Duke  of  Bassano 
en  Ae  billy  widi  a  good  deal  of  point,  when  it  fint  ap- 
peared ;  snd  I  gaTo  such  clear  and  decided  explana- 
tions as  I  thonght,  at  that  time,  would  remove  -all  un- 
eaainesa  Bnt  I  have  since  heard  that  the  Emperor 
is  not  weO  pleased.  If  Congress  had  applied  its  re- 
liering  hand  to  individual  cases  only,  and  on  oersonal 
petitions^  it  would  have  excited  no  suspicions. 

The  conduct  of  Mr.  Barlow,  while  Minister  in 
Fraaee,  was  warmly  approved  by  the  President. 
Is  there  nothing  of  French  influence  manifested 
in  this  transaction?  Could  anything  show  it 
more  clearly  ?  Are  the  Legislature  of  our  coun* 
tij,  in  the  Hall  of  Liberty,  which  we  hear  so 
QRen  mentioned,  to  inquire  whether  ^  the  Bm- 
peror  likes  a  bill"  before  they  pass  it?  Many  of 
oar  meritorious  citizens  who  were  entitled  to  the 
eoBUderation  of  our  Government  would  have 
been  rained  had  thev  not  been  jpermitted  to  im- 
port j^oods  contracted  for  before  the  passing  of  the 
non-jmportatioQ  act.  Not  to  have  a  general  pro- 
Tiaion,  oat  to  have  driven  tbem  to  a  personal  pe- 
tition, would  have  been  unjust  and  cruel  to  them, 
aa  well  as  base  and  servile  in  our  Government., 
Our  Minister  submits  to  be  "  questioned  with  a 
good  deal  of  point,"  to  make  **  explanations," 
tms  to  remove  "  uneasiness"  on  the  part  of  the 
Emperor,  but  after  all  this,  be,  the  Emperor.  '*  was 
not  well  satisfied."  Had  Champagny  then  told  as 
that,  with  reference  to  France^  "  we  were  less 
£ree^  than  the  colony  of  Jamaica,  were,  as  it  re* 
apects  England,  it  would  have  been  too  true ;  and 
he  might  have  added  the  other  epitheu  which  he 
applied  to  ua  on  another  occasion,  that  we  were 
"without  honor  and  without  energy." 

As  it  respects  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  our 
Government  submitted  to  take  the  lead  in  chang- 
ing the  state  of  things  between  the  two  countries, 
when,  by  a  solemn  act  of  legislation,  we  had  com- 
jnitted  oaci^yes  c^i  the  subject  of  France  being 
in  the  wroiag,  and  bound  to  take  the  first  step. 
lasttlta  to  oor  national  honor  and  injuries  to  our 
national  interest  have  been  suboiitted  to  patiently, 
when  France  has  been  the  aggressor.  Blit  thank 
Qod  we  have  reason  to  hope  there  is  an  end  of 
the  excess  of  French  power,  and  that  French 
infloence  in  our  councils  will  cease  with  it. 

2d.  That  the  views  and  designs  of  the  Govern- 
meat  were  to  destroy  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try, moch  internal  evidence  arises  from  the  meas- 
ures whicb  they  adopted.  The  embargo  was  a 
perpetual  law.  Against  the  will  of  the  President, 
and  little  more  than  one-third  of  the  Senate,  it 
could  not  be  repealed,'  and  commerce  revived. 
War  was  declared  without  such  indications  to 
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our  commercial  citizens  as  would  induce  them 
to  bring  home  their  property  from  abroad.  The 
non-intercourse  law  was  continued,  which  put  it 
out  of  their  power  to  withdraw  their  futids 
from  the  enemy's  country.  Everything  which 
was  done  or  omitted  was  calculated  to  destroy 
our  merchants  and  commercial  capital.  The 
gentleman  to  whom  I  have  alluded,  as  the  leader 
of  the  dominant  party,  is  the  enemy  of  commerce; 
considers  great  cities,  the  concomitant  of  com- 
merce, as  ^  great  sores"  on  the  body  politic,  aud 
the  tillers  of  the  earth  as  Gbd's  chosen  people* 
He  wishes  to  see  the  agriculturist  and  the  me- 
chanic b^  the  side  of  each  other,  and  that  the 
place  which  now  knows  merchants  should  know 
them  no  more. 

3d.  That  it  was  intended  by  the  Administrap 
tion  to  change  the  form  of  Government. 

In  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jefferson  to  Mazzei,  the  ties 
of  oor  Government  were  spoken  of  as  Lilliputian, 
and  inadequate  to  the  exigencies  of  our  coontry. 
I  believe  this  impression  prevails  with  menv  gen* 
tlemen  high  in  the  consideration  of  that  class  of 
the  people  who  now  constitute  the  majority.  If 
they  believe  that  our  Government  is  too  feeble, 
that  iu  ties  are  Lilliputian,  would  it  not  be  of 
course  that  they  would  attempt' to  make  them 
stronger  ?  If  this  were  their  design,  what  course 
could  have  been  taken  more  apt  than  the  ojne 
pursued?  If  I  were  one  of  the  Administratioja, 
and  this  end  was  in  view,  no  means  better  adapted 
to  that  end  could  present  themselves.  A  mili- 
tary force  would  be  indispensable.  A  naval  one 
would  not  answer.  A  hundred  thousand  seamen 
would  not  endanger  the  liberties  of  this  country, 
or  assist  in  overturning  the  Government,  in  <  as 
great  a  degree  as  one  half  the  army  would, 
which  this  appropriation  is  designed  to  raise  aqd 
supply.  To  raise  an  armed  force  has  ever  been 
the  favorite  measure  of  those  who  have  medi- 
tated a  revolution  in  their  counuy.  When  I 
see  a  man,  or  a  party  of  men,  treadipg  in  the  foot- 
steps of  those  who  have  gone  before  them,  I  con- 
clude that  they  aim  at,  and  will  arrive  at,  the 
same  end.  What  better  pretext  could  be  fur- 
nished for  raising  an  array,  than  a  war  with  Eng- 
land and  an  invasion  of  Canaoa  ?  When  the  idea 
prevailed  that  the  conquest  of  Canada  inras  to  be 
the  work  of  but  a  few  short  days,  it  was  generaWy 
said  by  the  friends  of  Administration,  and  ofle^ 
by  men  holding  hizh  rank  in  the  Army,  th^kt 
from  the  conquest  of  Canada  they  would  retQrti 
and  put  down  Federal  opposition.  All  opposi- 
tion could  easily  be  called  by  this  name,  and  be 
subjected  to  the  same  fate.  If  the  object  of  the 
war  was  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights,  the  seat  of  it 
would  be  on  the  ocean,  where  they  are  violated. 
Instead  of  expending  millions  upon  the  land  to  do 

Curpose,  we  should  nave  employed  our  funds  ip 
uilding  ships  to  meet  oor  enemy  on  the  ocean, 
where  she  alone  can  be  met  to  any  efiect.  Can 
any  measure  be  more  preposterous  than  atte|I^lt- 
ing  to  enforce  your  rights  on  the  ocean  by  attack- 
ing a  detached,  unimportant  territory,  which,  if 
taken,  would  not  distress  your  enemy,  or  compel 
her  to  do  justice  ?    No  man  can  believe  that  if 
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Oanada  was  taken,  our  enemy  would  abandon 
the  principle  for  which  she  contends.  We  must 
then,  in  order  to  enforce  what  is  considered  the 
rights  of  naturalized  seamen,  resort  to  the  ocean 
at  last.  A  war  must  be  waged  which  would  be 
interminable,  or  end  possibTjr  in  our  defeat  and 
disgrace ;  our  seacoasts  be  laid  waste ;  thousands 
of  our  citizens  slain,  and  tens  of  thousands  re- 
duced to  poverty  and  wretchedness.  No  Admin- 
istration would  subject  our  country  to  all  the 
miseries  of  this  war,  for  no  other  purpose  than 
the  Tiirdication  of  the  rights  of  naturalized  sea« 
men,  when  out  of  the  juFisdiction  of  the  GfoTern- 
ment  of  our  country.  Some  other  object  must 
have  been  in  riew. 

These  apprehensions  may  be  viewed  as  the 
vagaries  or  wanderings  of  a  jealous,  perhaps,  dis- 
tempered mind.  But  to  them  who  think  there  is 
DO  danger)  it  may  be  observed,  that  the  moment 
of  security  is  the  most  fatal.  All  the  Republics 
which  have  gone  before  us  have  lost  their  liber- 
ties^ and  the  people,  ever  hoaest,  and  believing 
their  deceivers  to  be  so,  have  prepared  the  shackles 
for  themselves.  I  fear  we,  like  them,  shall  not 
see  our  danger  until  it  is  too  late  to  avert  it. 
May  we  learn  wisdom  from  what  they  have  suf- 
fered. From  the  declaration  of  this  war,  unless 
peace  is  the  fruit  of  the  pendins  negotiation.  I 
nar  the  downfall  of  American  liberty  may  oe 
dated.  I  do  not,  sir,  believe  that  the  majority  ap- 
prehend that  they  are  ministering  to  such  an  end. 
but  I  ask  gentlemen  to  consider  what  has  taken 
place  in  our  time,  and  what  they  have  read  in 
the  history  of  other  times.  We  have  seen  the 
Legislature  of  France  turned  out  of  the  Hall  of 
Liberty  by  a  military  force,  which  it  had  nur- 
tured and  established.  We  have  read  in  history 
that  the  same  was  done  in  England  in  the  days 
of  Cromwell.  However  secure  gentlemen  may 
feel  in  their  seats^  it  is  not  impossible  they  may 
witness  the  reaction  of  the  same  scenes  here,  and 
that  the  military  force,  which  they  now  vote  to 
raise,  without  being  anle  to  render  any  reason, 
mtLj  ere  long  put  an  end  to  their  existence  as 
legislators.  Executive  patronage  iind  Executive 
influence  are  truly  alarming.  Important  miU- 
tarv  bills,  and  other  bills  deeply  aflHectin^  the 
rights  of  persons,  are  passed  into  laws,  without 
amendment  or  alteration,  against  unanswerable 
reasons  why  they  ought  not  to  pass,  merely  be- 
cause the  Executive  or  the  head  of  a  department 
has  suggested  that  they  were  necessary,  without 
assiffoing  any  reason  why  they  are  so. 

I  have  been  not  a  little  amused  at  the  inconsist- 
ency of  the  grounds  taken,  and  the  remarks  made, 
by  different  ^ntlemen  of  the  majoritv,  who  have 
taken  a  part  ra  the  debate  on  this  and  its  kindred 
bills.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Nbl- 
SON,)  in  speaking  of  the  British  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, remarked,  that  under  them  our  commerce 
had  been  swept  from  the  ocean ;  and  one  would 
have  supposeo  from  his  suggestions  that  of  our 
many  snips  which  went  to  sea,  but  few  escaped. 
No  vessels  were  the  subiect  of  the  operation  of 
these  orders  excepting  those  which  were  bound 
to  France.  Another  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 


lina (Mr.  LowNOBs)  has  undertaken  to  show  that 
the  British  Ministry  do  not  properly  appreciate 
the  right  of  impressment,  and  that  the  exercise  of 
it  on  the  high  seas  is  of  no  importance  to  them ; 
that  almost  the  whole  commerce  of  this  country 
is  directly  with  England,  and  that,  of  course,  tak- 
ing her  seamen  in  her  own  ports,  and  in  the  nar- 
row seas,  furnishes  her  with  all  the  chance  to  re- 
possess herself  of  them,  which  she  would  have  if 
she  exercised  the  right  of  taking  them  on  the 
high  seas,  and  thereby  exposed  our  chips  to  grent 
and  unnecessary  risk.  I  shall  leave  these  gtntle- 
mep  to  settle  which  is  wronff,  or  to  show,  if  they 
can,  that  both  are  right.  How  the  whole,  or  al- 
most the  whole,  commerce  of  our  country  has 
been  swept  from  the  ocean  on  its  way  to  Prance, 
when  it  is  not  destined  to  go  there,  but  almost  ex- 
clusively to  England,  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  con- 
ceive! 

Much  has  been  said  upon  the  subject,  of  oppo- 
sition, on  the  part  of  the  minority,  to  the  will  and 
the  measures  of  the  majority;  and  we  have  been 
admonished  to  pause  and  consider  the  dangerons 
consequences  which  must  result.  Sir,  an  oppo- 
sition to  wrong  measures  is  always  right,  ana  it 
ought  to  be  continued  while  those  measures  are 
persevered  in.  Some  gentlemen,  apparently  wish- 
ing for  a  union  of  parties,  have  invited  the  mi- 
nority to  coalesce.  Sir,  no  man  more  cordially 
wishes  an  end  of  party  distinctions  than  I  do. 
There  is  something  in  the  pride  and  obstinacy  of 
party  spirit  which  wars  against  the  public  ffood. 
It  is  iny  wish  that  it  was  annihilated.  When 
Mr.  Jefierson's  inaueural  speech  appeared,  I  was 
delighted.  I  had  the  pleasing  impression,  that 
although  he  got  into  power  by  bringing  into  dis- 
repute men  whom  I  esteemed  more  highly  than 
himself,  yet,  now  he  was  in  place,  he  woold  ad- 
minister the  Qovernment  as  his  speech  indicated, 
and  ought  to  have  support.  Would  to  Qod  it 
had  been  so !  If  gentlemen  of  the  majority  wish 
for  a  coalition,  I  ask  them  to  consider  tnat  we 
differ  no  more  from  them  than  they  do  from  us; 
that  it  is  easier  to  pass  from  wrong  to  riffht,  and 
from  error  to  truth,  than  the  reverse.  Are  ffen- 
tlemen  of  the  majority  sure  they  are  right?  Hare 
the  minority  no  claims  to  their  consideration? 
By  their  fruits  all  men  and  all  parties  are  known. 
Let  Federal  and  what  is  called  Republican  meas- 
ures be  tested  by  this — the  fairest  of  all  rules. 
Daring  the  Presidency  of  Washiiioton,  the  ad^ 
ministration  of  the  government  of  our  oountrr 
was  attended  with  embarrassments  and  difficnl- 
ties,  greater  than  have  been  known  at  any  period 
of  her  history.  He  had  to  steer  our  ship  on  the 
margin  of  whirlpools.  Let  any  man  look  into 
his  own  circumsunces  and  prospects,  and  those 
of  his  neighbors  then  and  at  this  time,  and  what 
a  deterioration  he  will  find  has  taken  place!  Let 
him  look  into  the  affairs  of  our  country,  and  what 
an  awful  reverse !  From  a  proud  eminence  he 
will  find  we  have  been  strangely  precipitated, 
without  necessity  or  apology,  into  the  depths  of 
poverty  and  disgrace.  When  I  reflect  what  mT 
country  might  have  been  had  she  availed  herself 
of  her  advantages  and  resources  and  applied  them 
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ftapetij ;  and  when  I  consider  what  she  now  is, 
mj  patienee  is  ezhajusted — my  indigiiation  oao- 
Bot  be  restraioed. 

It  is  sopposed  hf  gentlemea  that  the  object  of 
the  Opposition  is  to  oast  the  present  inctimbents 
from  power, imd  get  ioto  place  themselves.  What- 
ever iDtemperate  expressions  may  have  been  uu 
tend  by  ardent  men.  tending  to  excite  such  a  be- 
Ueff  I  can  say  with  ^reat  sincerity,  with  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Shepfey,)  I  hare 
BO  sneh  Tievs  nor  warm  wishes ;  nor  do  1  believe 
Ibnt  it  enters  into  "the  scope  of  the  policy"  of 
those  whom  I  have  the  honor  immediately  to  rep- 
resent.  Let  os  ha ve  a  Govern  ment  purely  Ameri- 
ean — •  Government  by  which  the  power  of  the 
whole  will  be  exerted  to  preserve  the  rights  and 
protect  the  interest  of  all  the  parts — and  we  care 
Bot  what  Americans  administer  it.  When  this 
is  not  the  case,  a  €h>vernment  is  the  worst  of  fac« 
tions.  In  the  Eastern  States  we  have  too  much 
leeson  to  say  '^  such  things  are.''  In  the  course 
of  debate  many  unfounded  charges  of  propensity 
to  rebellion  have  been  made  asainst  the  citizens 
ef  Massachusetts*  Bot,  with  all  the  examples  of 
lebellion  which  she  has  had  set  her,  resistance 
does  not  enter  into  her  policy ;  though  a  tempe* 
rate,  manly,  determined  spirit,  wiU  not  on  any 
occasioB  be  wanting.  Nothing  but  the  extreme 
of  snfierinff,  and  a  thorough  conviction  that  the 
purposes  tor  which  Government  is  instituted 
eanaot  be  obtained,  will  drive  her  to  resistance. 
Thev  have  been  charged  with  a  design  to  sever 
the  Union,  and  Insinuations  of  this  description 
have  isso^  from  a  quarter  whence  they  were 
little  to  have  been  expected.  Sir,  let  suggestions 
and  intimations  of  this  kind  be  propagated  by 
whom  thev  will,  in  what  manner  they  may  be, 
and  tor  whatever  purpose,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
repel  them  as  unjust  and  unfounded.  Such  are 
not  the  Yiews  of  the  Federalists  of  Massachusetts. 
They  cling  to  the  Union  as  the  rock  of  their  sal- 
▼aUon,  and  will  die  in  defence  of  it,  provided 
they  have  an  equality  of  benefits.  But  every* 
thing  has  its  ^hitherto."  There  is  a  point,  be- 
yond which  submission  would  be  a  crime.  GK>d 
grant  that  we  may  never  arrive  at  this  point. 

Allusions  have  oAen  been  had  in  the  course  of 
this  debate  to  the  temj^r  and  feeling  of  the  peo- 
plB,aad  sute  of  party  in  Massachusetts,  and  gen- 
tlemen  have,  with  much  composure  and  philoso* 
fhj,  viewed  and  compared  their  strength,  and 
mfermees  hare  been  drawn  against  the  success 
of  Chose  who  have  been  driven  almost  to  resist- 
ance. The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Fob- 
•rra)  seems  to  suppose  that  the  people  of  the 
Sentbem  States,  in  the  event  of  an  explosion  in 

theBastern,  would  have  nothing  to  dp  bot  stand 
by  with  composure  and  witness  the  destruction 
of  that  party  who  are  the  opposers  of  the  prose- 
eotloo  of  the  war.  Instead  ot  contemplating  this 
subject  with  the  coldness  of  the  gentleman,  I  torn 
from  it  with  horror.  A  contest  once  begun,  Gbd 
only  can  tell  how  or  when  it  would  end.  All 
parts  of  the  United  States  will  be  involved  in 
one  common  fate;  and  it  deserves  some  consid- 
eiation  from  that  gentleman,  that  victory,  in  the 


history  of  the  world,  has  never  travelled  to  the 
North.  If  the  gentleman  properly  appreciated 
the  effects  of  such  remarks — if  he  regards  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  the  country— he  would 
, suppress  them.  When  a  pile  is  prepared  and 
a  train  laid,  it  requires  but  little  to  kindle  it 
and  cause  an  explosion.  Such  are  the  character 
of  the  laws  which  have  been  enacted,  and  the 
temper  and  spirit  with  which  they  have  been 
passed,  as  to  create  great  excitement.  Statutes, 
which  consign  to  poverty  and  ruin  thousands  of 
people,  are  enacted,  apparen|ly,  without  remorse 
or  reffret.  Insult  added  to  injury  will  not  long 
be  endured. 

The  disappointments  and  the  suffering  of  the 
citizens  of  Massachusetts  have  been  great,  and 
they  have  been  borne  with  a  patience  without 
example  in  the  United  States.  No  opposition  is 
so  heavy  as  that  which  is  inflicted  by  the  perver- 
sion or  exorbitancy  of  lesal  authority.  They 
who  pretend  to  no  right,  but  rely  on  force,  by 
force  may  be  repelled  and  punished.    But  when 

Klunder  bears  the  name  of  legal  seizure,  and  rob- 
ery  is  perpetrated  by  judicial  sentence,  though 
virtue  and  patriotism  may  shrink  from  an  alliance 
with  rebellion,  for  a  time,  yet  the  oppressor  will 
not  always  be  secure  in  the  robes  of  the  magis- 
trate. The  natural  consequence  of  injury  is  re* 
sentment,  and  a  disregard  of  right  often  produces 
a  resistance  to  ri^ht  itself. 

Two  of  my  colleagues,  who  have  preceded  me 
in  this  debate,  having  noticed  the  obnoxious  allu- 
sions tu  mv  worthy  predecessor,  I  shall  content 
myself  with  remarkm^^,  that  his  integrity,  his 
domestic  and  private  virtues,  and  his  patriotism 
and  public  character  are  such,  as  to  place  him 
beyond  the  reach  of  slander,  or  the  need  of  praise;, 
and  I  shall  leave  the  public  to  judge,  whether  he, 
or  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Forsyth,) 
who  made  an  attack  upon  him  in  his  absence^ 
best  merit  the  epithet,  **  recreant  spirit,"  which  he 
applied.'*' 

When  Wr.  Wabo  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Maoon,  of  North  Carolina,  made  a  speech 
of  great  length,  replying  to  gentlemen  in  opposi- 
tion, particularly  two  of  his  colleagues,  on  topics 
introQuced  into  the  recent  debate. 

At  a  late  hour  the  bill  was  passed  by  the  foU 
lowing  vote— for  the  bill  82,  against  it  38,  as 
follows : 

TsAB'— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Bard» 
Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Cald- 
weH,  Calhoun,  Chappel,  Claik,  Comstock,  Conard, 
Grawfbrd,  CreighCon,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Denojelles, 
Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  FiA  of  Ver* 
mont,  Pkk  of  New  York,  Foney,  Fonyth,  Fiankfin, 
Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Onmdy,  Hall,  Harris, 
Hssbrou^  Hawes,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jack* 
fon  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  King  of  North  CaroUna,  Lefierts,  Lowndes, 
Lyle,  Maoon,  McCoy,  McKe^  MoKim»  McLean,  Moore, 


*  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  his  speech,  used  the  term  **  recreant 
apirit,"  which  it  waa  understood,  by  many  gentlemen, 
he  meant  to  apply  to  Mr.  Quincy.  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  his 
explanation,  said  he  made  no  such  application. 
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N«lion,  Newton,  FariBer^  Pickesc,  Piper,  Pleisuits, 
Rea  of  Penn^lTaiiia,  Rhea  of  Teonefleee,  Rich,  Ring- 
gold, Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sldnner,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  TayJor,  Telfidr,  Ward 
of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Williams,  Wood,  and 
Tancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Billies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Champion^ 
Ciuey,  Cox,  Culpoper,  Ely,  Geddes,  Goldsborough, 
(3rosvenor,  Hale,  Hopkins  of  New  YcHrk,  King  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. Lewis,  tiorett,  Markell,  Miller,  Moffitt, 
Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Post,  John  Reed,  Shefiey, 
Norwood,  Staled,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Yose,  Ward  of 
Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilson  of  Massac 
chusetts,  and  Winter. 

Monday,  March  7. 

Another  member  to  wit :  from  Kentuckv,  Riob- 
▲BD  M.  Johnson,  appeared,  was  quaiined,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Ingbrsoll,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary^  reported  a  bill  prescribiof^  the  mode  of 
commencing,  prosecntiog,  and  deciding*  contro- 
versies between  two  or  more  States ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  House  resolved  iuelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua 
Sands,  late  collector  of  the  customs  for  the  port 
of  New  York.  The  bill  passed  through  withoiat 
ot^ectioo.  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  annual  appropriation  4>ill  for  the  support 
of  Government,  passed  tbrouffh  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  the  blanks  having  been  filled 
with  the  various  appropriations  for  the  civil  list, 
4^,  was  reported  to  the  House.  The  question  on 
one  of  the  items  of  appropriation  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  BioBLOW,  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  viz :  on 
the  appropriation  of  $50,000  for  the  contingent 
expenses  of  foreign  intercourse.  On  concurrence 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  this  article 
of  the  bill,  the  votes  8tood^*-for  concurrence  69, 
against  it  52,  as  follows : 

Ykk» — Messrs.  Alston,  Archer,  Ayery,  Bamett, 
Brown,  Caldwell,  Chappell,  Comstodc,  Gonard,  Craw- 
ford, Oreighton,  Croucn,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsjl- 
▼ania,  Denojelles,  DeahA,  Bayall,  Earie,  Eppes,  ETans, 
Farrow,  Findlej,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gril^ 
te  Omndj,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawe*,  Hnngedbrd,  Inger- 
aoll,  ingham,  IrWsg,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kenlu^j,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Lowndea,  Lyle,  McCoy, 
HcKae^  MeKim,  Mnrfree,  Newton,  Onusby,  Piakens, 
Pleasants,  Rea  of  PennsjlTania,  Rhea  of  Tennertee, 
Rich,  Rkhfttdson,  Bowta,  Roherfson,  Sage,  Skinner, 
8«utfa  of  PflimsylTaMa,  8mith  of  Virginia,  TaanehiU, 
Taylor,  Te^ir,  Trm,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
WhHehiU,  WHMami^  Wilaoa  of  PeaniylTania,  Wright, 
and  Kaasey. 

Nats— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massaehosetls,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbnry,  Brigham,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cul- 
neper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dewey, 
Ely,  Forney,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Goldsborough,  Hale, 
Jaduon  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King 
of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lovett,  MariLell,  Moffitt,  Mon^ 
gomery,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pi&in,  Post,  Pot-  i 


ter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ridgely,  Ruggles,  8hef- 
fey,  Sherwood,  Smith  of  New  YoriE,  StanlM,  Stuart, 
Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Yoae,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wikoz, 
and  Winter. 

The  other  appropriations  were  permitted  to 
pasa  without  opposition ;  and  the  biU  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

LAIH)  TITLES  IN  LOUISIANA. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Cohimittee  of  jhe 
whole  House  to  the  bill  for  the  final  adjustment 
of  land  titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Ter- 
ritory of  Missouri ;  and  the  said  amendments  be- 
ing again  read,  they  were  amended,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Hempstead,  by  striking  out  the  words  ^  two 
thousand  acres,"  and  inserting,  after  the  word 
"  than,"  the  words,  *^  the  quantity  of  acres  cod* 
tained  \n  one  lea^e  square." 

In  proposing  this  amendment,  Mr.  Hempstead 
addressed  the  Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker.  I  ask  the  indul^aace  of  the  House 
for  a  few  moments  on  the  motion  just  made.  It 
is  seldom,  sir,  that  I  intrude  any  remarks  on  any 
subject ;  never,  except  on  what  immediately  re- 
lates to  the  afiairs  of  the  Territory  I  represent. 
The  bill  now  under  consideration,  was  reported 
in  pursuance  of  resolutions  submitted  by  me ^  and 
it  may  therefore  be  necessary,  at  this  time,  to  take 
a  general  view  of  the  situation  of  land  titles  in 
that  Territory.  The  detail  may  be  uninteresting 
to  the  House,  but,  as  it  is  of  the  first  importance 
to  my  constituents;  I  trust  I  shall  be  pardoned  for 
detaining  you.  I  bare  ffiven  the  subject  a  care- 
ful examination,  and  shall  now  proceed  to  state 
the  manner  in  which  it  presents  itself  to  my 
mind.  First,  whether  ttie  cession  of  a  coantry, 
by  one  Power  to  another,  ought  so  to  operate  as 
to  annul  or  destroy  the  title  of  an  individmil  to 
his  lands,  whether  that  title  be  absolute  or  imper- 
fect. Second,  whether  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  in  relation  to  land  claims,  have  operated 
to  annul  or  confirm  the  titles  in  Missouri  Terri- 
tory ;  and,  thirdly,  whether  the  present  bill  wiH 
do  full  and  complete  justice  to  thie  claimants. 

Mr.  Speaker,  on  the  first  point,  permit  me  to 
observe,  that  even  in  a  conquered  country,  indf^ 
vidual  property  is  usually  held  sacred.  The  coo* 
q^oest  would  not  operate  to  annul  or  destroy  the 
title  of  an  individual.  The  conquerer  acquires 
only  the  same  right  as  belonged  to  the  fornaer 
sovereign,  with  all  its  limitations  and  modifica- 
tions, ne  lays  his  hands  on  the  possessions  of 
the  State,  on  what  belongs  to  the  public,  while 
private  persons  are  permitted  to  retain  theirs. 
They  suffer  but  indirectly,  even  bv  war;  and  to 
them  the  result  is,  that  they  only  change  masters. 
This,  sir,  is  the  doctrine  of  eminent  writers  on 
national  law,  and  will  apply  with  more  reason 
and  greater  force  to  a  ceded  country. 

Let  us  now  examine  the  treaty  by  which  Lou- 
isiana was  ceded  to  the  United  States.  By  the 
first  article  of  that  treaty,  it  is  declared  that 
France  "  has  an  incontestable  right  to  the  do- 
main."   And,  in  the  second  article,  among  other 
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pablie  [voperty,  the ''  Tftoaat  Iftods,''  not  the  lands 
of  indiriduals^  are  aeded.  The  third  article  guar* 
ancles  to  the  inbabitaDts  ^'the  free  enjoyment  of 
their  liber tf,  propertjr,  and  the  reliffion  which 
they  profess."  Here  it  is  seen,  that  the  national 
iaith  is  pledged  to  the  performance  of  certain 
conditions.  The  words  are  positiTe,  the  promise 
uneqaiToeal.  No  room  is  left  for  interpretation ; 
and.  if  there  were,  any  interpretation  whatever, 
tenain|^  to  chanj^  the  nature  of  things,  (to  the 
prejudice  of  individuals,^  is  odious.  Penalties  are 
of  this  description ;  and  it  is  less  contrary  to  eqoitj 
not  to  give  to  a  proprietor  what  he  has  lost  by  his 
Begligenoe,  than  to  strip  the  just  possessor  of  what 
lawfnJlj  belonged  to  him.  What,  therefore,  the 
'  Spanish  Government  would  have  done  in  this 
Teq>eet,  had  no  change  taken  place,  the  United 
States  ought  now  to  do.  What  thev  promised  to 
do,  we  ought  to  see  done.  The  change,  other- 
wise, woiud  be  for  the  worse,  and  the  stipulations 
in  the  treaty  would  be  unavailing. 

I  ask,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  the  Spanish 
Ooveroment  would  have  sanctioned  the  grants 
made  by  its  officers  1  If  so,  they  ought  now  to 
be  sanctioned.  Indeed,  sir,  without  the  solemn 
stipulations  of  a  treaty  to  enforce  it,  policy  alone 
would  dictate  such  a  course.  Liberality  will  se* 
eure  the  affections  of  those  yon  have  made  a  part 
of  your  family;  it  will  root  old  attachments: 
while  a  more  rigid  plan  will  occasion  distnutand 
dissatisfaction,  and  the  change  will  be  reffretted 
as  injurious.  No  national  benefit  can  result  from 
due  ri^or;  a  few  acres  of  land  to  the  United 
Stales  are  nothing — but  taken  away  from  an  in* 
dividual,  may  cause  distress  and  ruin.  Many  of 
them  are  smngers  to  your  langUM^e,  and  unac- 
quainted with  your  laws;  their  amotions  ought 
not  to  be  estranged,  when  extending  justice  to 
them  will  secure  their  confidence.  Cengress  have 
been  liberal  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  conqueted 
country,  (1  refer  to  the  grants  of  land  made  to  the 
heads  of  families  in  Illinois  in  1783,)  and  no  good 
leason  can  be  given  why  the  same  liberality 
should  not  be  manif^ted  to  the  inhabitants  of  a 
country  peaceably  acquired. 

Ob  the  first  pomt,  then,  I  think  it  is  not  to  be 
controrerted;  that  the  cession  of  a  eountry  by 
one  Power  to  another,  ought  not  so  to  operate  as 
to  amnml  or  destroy  the  tiUe  of  an  individual  to 
kis  lands,  whether  that  title  be  absolute  or  im- 
perfecu 

Sir,  before  Iproceed  to  examine  whether  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  land 
daims  have  i^perated  to  destroy  or  to  confirm 
tslm  in  the  Missouri  Territory}  permit  me  to  re- 
en  for  a  moment  to  the  situation  of  Upper  Lon- 
ianna  while  Spain  possessed  it.  In  the  vear  1760, 
with  a  feeble,  thin,  and  scattered  population,  the 
country,  at  ail  times  exposed  to  the  inroads  and 
insaluof  the  saveges,  was  threatened  with  an 
attack  from  their  inore  civili2ed  neighbors.  To 
otrai^heB  this  remote  frolktier,  cm^nratlon  was 
iarited*  Lamb  were  of  no  ruae  to  the  Crown. 
and  liberal  donations  were  offered.  They  had 
ikm  greatest  abundance  to  bestow;  they  some- 
times bestowed  abundantly.    Other  iaducements 


held  out.  No  taxes  were  imposed.  These 
inducements  did  increase  the  population,  and 
many,  who  bad  suffered  from  conflicting  titles  in 
the  Western  States,  emigrated.  After  being  im- 
poverished, bv  contesting  their  claims  with  indi* 
viduais,they  bare  now  the  sad  prospect  of  a  more 
unequal  contest  with  their  Government,  for  what 
they  consider  their  own  property. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  may  be  here  necessary  to  ad- 
vert to  a  few  facts,  respecting  the  cession  of  that 
country*  Spain  ceded  it  to  France  on  the  first 
day  ot  October  1800.  France,  without  taking 
possession  of  it,  and  leaving  the  Spanish  Qover n- 
ment  in  the  full  exercise  of  the  sovereignty,  cedes 
it  on  the  80th  of  April,  1803,  to  the  UnHed  States. 
This  treaty  was  ratified  on  the  21st  day  of  Octo> 
her,  1803,  and  the  United  States  took  possession 
of  New  Orleans  the  30th  of  December,  in  the 
same  year,  and  of  Upper  Louisiana  the  10th  day 
of  March,  1804.  The  Spanish  officers  continued 
to  discharge  their  official  duties, until  the  times 
last  mentioned.  Then,  sir,  the  operation  of  Span- 
ish laws  on  the  srants  before  made,  was  arrested 
by  the  transfer  of  the  country,  and  the  taking  pos- 
session of  it  by  the  United  Sutes.  Then  the 
people  were  congratulated  in  proclamatfons  on 
being  united  to  a  free  people,  and  in  being  secure 
in  their  property.  Then  the  change  was  predieted 
as  advantageous;  and  then  what  the  Spanish 
Qovemment  had  promised,  the  United  States 
were  to  perform.  Such,  no  doubt,  was  the  inten- 
tion, sucn  the  earnest  wish  of  the  Government. 
Sir,  let  us  see  what  measures  were  taken  to  effect 
this  desirable  object.  It  was  important  for  the 
welfore  and  prosperity  of  the  people,  for  the  honor 
and  engagemenu  of  the  nation,  to  be|in  on  just 
and  equitable  principles;  because,  if  tbe  first  act 
was^rroseouv,  the  difficulties  would  be  increased. 
With  nations,  as  with  individuals,  the  first  step 
being  wrong,  it  is  afterwards  hard  to  get  right. 
The  first  law  declares,  **that  all  grants  lor  lands, 
or  any  act  or  proceeding  towards  the  same,  after 
the  1st  day  of  October,  1800.  to  be,  and  to  have 
been  from  the  beginning,  null  and  void,  and  of  no 
effect  in  law  or  equity.''  This  law,  in  mv  humble 
opinion,  was  a  violation  of  every  principle,  either 
of  law  or  equity.  It  declared  that  which  had 
been  legally  commenced  under  another  Gbvem- 
ment,  to  be  null  and  void.  It  made  void  the  law- 
ful proceedings  of  a  Power  in  the  just  exercise  of 
the  sovereignty.  Instances  have  oAea  occurred, 
where  what  had  been  lawfully  begun,  but  not 
completed,  has  been  sanctioned  and  aeknow- 
ledged,  especially  when  it  depended  on  the  per- 
formance of  conditioas  which  subsequent  events 
had  made  it  impossible  to. perform;  but  never 
could  a  lawftil  act  be  made  unlawful.  A  right 
Mice  vested  couhl  not,  without  any  fault  of  the 
claimant,  be  either  at  law  or  in  equity  divested. 
Such  a  iHrineiple  changed  the  nature  of  things, 
and  wias  theretbre  odious. 

Tbe  second  law  pursued  the  same  error;  it  im- 
posed new  restriotions,  and  it  required  new  con- 
ditions. Sir,  the  most  meritorious  claimants  mrere 
the  most  Hfidly  dealt  with.  One  of  the  condi- 
tiook  requisite  to  obtain  a  gmut,  was  cuttivatioii 
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of  lands  in  the  cold  winter  month  of  December. 
The  laws  might,  with  as  much  reason,  have  re- 
quired that  no  confirmation  should  be  made  to  a 
Frenchman,  unless,  on  the  1st  day  of  October, 
1800,  he  could  have  spoken  the  English  language, 
as  to  have  affixed  American  conditions  to  Span- 
ish grants. 

In  the  same  law,  another  new,  and,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  illegal  principle  was  introduced, 
that  the  date  of  a  grant  should  not  be  conclusive. 
Mr.  Speaker  the  acts  of  foreign  Governments 
prove  themselves.  Even  the  decisions  of  foreign 
courts  are  conclusive  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  It 
is  always  presumed  the  public  officers  act  with 
integrity,  and  do  their  duty,  unless  the  contrary 
appears,  The  date  of  an  official  act  of  the  Presi- 
dent might  as  well  be  questioned.  Besides,  in 
what  manner  is  it  to  be  established  ?  The  Span- 
ish officers  have  left  the  country ;  and,  if  you  do 
not  give  faith  to  their  official  acts,  will  you  be- 
lieve their  inofficial  declarations?  Will  you  call 
a  witness  to  prove  the  signature  of  the  officer  1 
Sir.  it  cannot  be  pretended. 

Vour  laws  were  rigid ;  they  required  impossi- 
bilities. But  rigid  laws  were  enforced  by  still 
more  rigid  instructions.  On  the  26th  of  March, 
1806,  the  persons  appointed  to  investigate  these 
claims  are  instructed  that  "a  strict  adherence  on 

*  their  part  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  leaving  to  Con- 
'  gress  such  further  and  more  liberal  provisions  as 
'  they  may  think  proper,  is  the  best  means  of  pre- 
'  venting  the  dissatisfaction  which  disappointed 

*  expectations  would  otherwise  necessarily  pro- 

*  duce."  Ajain,  on  the  7th  day  of  May,  1806,  the 
instruction  is  repeated,  "  that  they  must  adhere  to 
the  letter  of  the  law,  and  not  confirm  any  claim 
not  strictly  embraced  by  its  provisions."  Mr. 
Speaker,  it  was  an  almost  impossible  task  to  re- 
trace former  misshapen  steps,  so  as  to  remedy  the 
inconveniences  which  had  resulted ;  and  a  fifth 
act^  with  more  liberal  provisions  in  favor  of  the 
claimants,  was  passed.  The  commissioners  were 
authorized  to  confirm  ^'  not  exceeding  one  league 
square."  With  general  laws,  applied  to  particu- 
lar cases,  with  rigid  instructions  to  govern  them, 
justice  could  not  be  done.  The  same  law,  and 
the  same  facts,  ought  to  have  produced  the  same 
decision  in  every  part  of  Louisiana :  justice  to 
one  could  not  be  injustice  to  another  in  the  same 
situation.  Yet  your  laws  have  been  so  amended 
and  altered  by  ten  or  eleven  several  statutes,  that 
the  difficulties,  instead  of  being  diminishea,  are 
increased,  the  confidence  of  the  people  is  weak- 
ened, and  the  '^  further  and  more  liberal  provis- 
ions" before  hinted  at  are  most  imperiously  called 
for. 

The  fact  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  people  of 
the  Territory  from  which  I  come  are  in  a  worse 
situation  in  this  respect  than  others.  The  gen- 
tleman on  my  right  (Mr.  Robertson)  has  been 
a  land  commissioner  in  Louisiana,  and  I  can  safe- 
ly appeal  to  him  for  the  correctness  of  this  state- 
ment. The  simple  fact,  that  there  are  a  greater 
nimiber.of  land  claims  in  the  late  Territory  of 
Orleans  than  in  Missouri— aAd  there  only  six 
hundred  and  eight  claims  ha?e  been  rejected  in 


the  first,  and  two  thousand  one  hundred  in  the 
last — will,  I  presume,  satisfy  the  House  that  full 
and  impartial  justice  has  not  been  done.  A  dis- 
tinct and  separate  examination  of  these  claims, 
by  Congress,  would  occupy  a  whole  session,  and 
that  would  ultimately  be  done  which  is  now  pro- 
posed. If  other  proof  is  wanting  to  establish  the 
point,  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  have  not 
operated  to  confirm  the  titles,  it  is  found  in  the 
resolutions,  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that  Ter- 
ritory, now  before  me. 

It  now  onlv  remains  for  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
consider  very  briefiy  whether  the  present  bill  will 
do  full  and  complete  justice  to  the  claimants. 
During  the  ten  years  of  scrutiny  and  investiga- 
tion, few  have  made  improvements.  Many  fami- 
lies, despairing  of  obtaining  their  equitable  claims, 
and  tired  of  the  uncertainty  attending  their  titles, 
have  abandoned  a  country  which  cannot  prosper 
without  the  fostering  aid  of  the  Government. 
And  if  the  delay  of  justice  has  not,  in  all  cases, 
been  equal  in  its  consequences  to  an  absolute  de- 
nial of  it,  still  it  has  caused  much  distress  and 
injury.  The  present  bill  will  quiet  the  apprehen- 
sions of  most  of  the  claimants;  and,  although  it 
will  neither  satisfv  nor  do  justice  to  all,  yet  it  will 
restore  that  confidence  which  has  been  much  im- 
paired, and  will  do  what  the  national  faith  is 
pledged  to  do.  These,  sir,  are  a  few  of  the  rea- 
sons which  induce  me  to  hope  the  motion  maj 
prevail. 

The  said  amendments  were  then  concurred  in 
by  the  House,  and  the  bill  being  further  amended. 
it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  thira 
time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  providing  for  the 
indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  public 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  was  read  the 
first  time ;  and  the  question  was  stated,  that  the 
said  bill  be  read  the  second  time,  on  which  the 
House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  March  8. 

Mr.  FisK,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections! 
made  a  report  on  the  credentials  of  members  claim- 
ing seats  in  the  House;  which  was  read, and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  oa 
Military  A£Giirs,  to  whoni  was  committed  the  Inll 
from  the  Senate  for  the  better  supply  and  orgaa* 
ization  of  the  Army,  reported  the  same  with  sua- 
dry  amendments,  which  were  read  and  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

FOREIGN  ARMED  VESSELS. 

Mr.  Grundy,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Commk- 
tee  of  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  as  relates  to  these  mat- 
ters, reported  the  following  bill : 
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A  bill  coDcaming  the  um  of  the  portf  and  harbors  of 
the  United  States  by  foreign  vessels  of  war. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^^  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  may  albw  to  any  foreign  Power  or  Powers,  or 
their  snbjeets,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  amity  with  the 
United  States,  to  fit  out,  arm  and  equip  for  war,  public 
and  private  ships,  to  dispose  of  their  prizes,  and  pro- 
cure suppHes  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States,  so  for  as  will  be  consistent  with  the  obligations 
of  the  United  States  to  other  Powers  in  amity  with  the 
United  States:  Promdedt  however.  That  no  pririlege 
allowed  in  any  soch  case  shall  be  continued  after  it 
•hall  be  known  that  a  like  privilege  is  not  allowed  to 
AoMvican  siaed  ships,  public  and  private,  in  the  ports 
and  markets  of  the  foreign  Power  to  which,  or  the  sub- 
jects of  which,  the  privilege  aforesaid  may  be  allowed 
in  the  American  ports  and  harbors. 

Sac.  8.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  President 
of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
to  take  adequate  bonds  with  sufficient  sureties  of  own- 
ers of  such  privateers,  and  to  adopt  sudi  other  regula- 
tions to  secure  the  due  performance  of  the  foregoing 
provision,  whenever  in  his  judgment  circumstances 
may  require  it. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

POST  OFFICE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  Ihqbrsoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  select 
committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  inquiry 
into  the  practicability  of  a  reform  in  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department,  reported  the  following  bill. 
A  bill  sopplementaiy  to  an  act,  entitled  <<  An  act  regu- 
lating the  Post  Office  EsUblishment." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  all  postmasters  in  the  dis- 
tributing post  offices,  and  in  all  incorporated  cities 
within  the  United  States,  shall  be  appomted  1^  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
Yioe  and  eonsent  of  the  Senate ;  and  that,  from  and  af- 
ter the  first  day  of  May  next,  no  person  sttall  act  as 
Muh  poetmaster  vrithin  the  United  States,  who  shall 
not  have  been  thus  first  nominated  and  appointed. 

8ko.  8.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  poe^mas- 
tar  aball  retina  and  exhibit  quarter-yeariy  to  the  Post- 
maeter  General,  together  with  a  genual  account  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  his  office,  a  pwtioular  ac- 
eoont  showing  the  number  of  clerks  employed  in  his 
office,  their  names  and  respective  compensations,  which 
ssid  accounts  shall  be  certified  by  the  oath  or  affirma- 
tion of  the  said  deputy  postmaster  respectively,  and  re- 
turned by  the  Postmaster  General,  together  with  his 
quarter-yeariy  accounts,  into  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

8xc.  3  And  be  U  further  enacted,  Thst  no  contin- 
gent fund  whatever  shall  be  left  in  the  disposition  of 
the  Postmaster  General,  or  of  any  assistant  or  deputy 
poetmaster ;  but,  instead  thereof,  a  regular  quarter- 
yeariy  aooeunt  shall  be  kept  by  each  office  of  all  their 
expenses,  finr  rent,  fuel,  stationery,  clerk  hire,  and  the 
•sDBe  uid  every  other  charge  allowed  quarter-yeariy 
out  of  the  fimde  in  their  hands,  acoounto  thereof  dis- 
tiBg«iiAiiag  each  item,  certified  by  oath  or  affirmation, 
being  returned  by  eadi  deputy  postmaster  as  aforesaid 
to  the  Postmaster  Geneial,  and  by  him  into  the  office 
of  the  Secntaiy  of  the  Treasury,  together  with  his  own 
noeonnts  ^larter-yearly. 

Sxc  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  assist^ 
ant  or  deputy  postmaster  shall  enjoy  the  privilege  of 
fimnking;  but  instead  thereof  shall  be  allowed  to  pay 


out  of  the  public  fund  in  his  hands,  and  charge  for  all 
letters  he  may  send  on  the  business  of  the  Post  Office 
Establishment:  Provided  always.  That  the  amount 
thus  expended  be  returned  quarter-yearly,  together 
with  his  general  account,  and  as  a  part  of  the  same, 
verified  by  oath  or  affirmation  to  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  compensating  cer- 
tain claimants  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, was  taken  ap,  and,  having  been  once  read, 
the  question  was  stated,  Shall  the  bill  be  read  a 
second  time? 

A  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  same  on  the 
table,  but,  at  the  earnest  suggestion  of  Mr.  Fisk 
of  Vermont,  and  Mr.  Lattimorb  of  Mississippi, 
was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  said  he  rose  with  great 
reluctance  to  more  to  reject  the  bill.  There  were 
onijr  two  considerations  which  could  induce  him 
to  aepart  from  the  respect  due  to  another  branch 
of  the  Legislature ;  either  that  a  measure  emana- 
ting from  it  was  unconstitutional  or  corrupt.  It 
was  because  this  measure  had  its  origin  in  cor- 
ruption he  moved  to  reject  the  bill.  When  I  say, 
sir,  that  this  measure  has  its  origin  in  corruption, 
I  do  not  mean  to  be  understood  as  charging  cor- 
ruption  on  the  Senate — all  I  mean  to  he  under- 
stood as  saying,  is,  that  this  measure  flows  from 
corruption,  as  a  stream  flows  fVom  its  source  ;  it 
flows  from  the  corrupt  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
Qeorgia,  of  1795.  The  bill  proposes  to  give  five 
millions  of  dollars  to  the  Yazoo  claimants.  The 
Yazoo  Legislature  sold  for  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars-*-Georgia  sold  to  the  United  States  for  one 
million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
only,  and  you  now  propose  to  sive  five  millions 
to  the  claimants  to  compromise  their  claim.  How 
will  we  be  able  to  account  for  this  ?  How  will 
posterity  be  able  to  account  for  it?  Posterity 
will  say  that  these  claimants^  like  the  gods  of 
Milton,  carried  the  mountains  in  their  bands,  and 
wielding  the  fifty  millions  of  acres  under  the  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court,  have  carried  every- 
thing before  them. 

You  know  the  history  of  this  transaction,  sin 
On  the  7ih  of  January^  1795.  the  Legislature  of 
Qeorgia  sold  to  certain  inaividuals,  called  the 
original  grantees,  fifty  millions  of  acres  of  land 
for  dye  hundred  thousand  dollars-^every  member 
who  voted  for  the  law.  except  one,  whose  name 
does  not  appear,  was  bribed  and  corrupted,  that 
is  to  say,  was  interested  in,  and  the  party  to  the 
purchase.  On  the  13th  of  Februaryj  1796,  the 
subsequent  Legislature  declared  the  corrupt  act 
null  and  void ;  ordered  the  record  to  be  burnt, 
and  authorized  the  grautees  to  withdraw  the 
purchase  money.    The  convention  of  the  whole 

Seople  soon  after  confirmed  the  rescinding  act. 
^n  the  same  day,  that  is  to  say- on  the  13th  of 
February,  1796,  the  Yazoo  claimants  purchased 
from  the  original  grantees.  The  claimants  say 
that  they  are  innocent  purchasers,  without  notice 
of  the  corruption— that  an  estate  vested  notwith- 
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of  lands  in  the  cold  winter  moiith  of  December. 
The  laws  might,  with  as  much  reason,  have  re- 

Suired  that  no  confirmation  should  be  made  to  a 
*rencbman,  unless,  on  the  1st  day  of  October, 
1800,  he  could  have  spoken  theiEiiglish  language, 
as  to  have  affixed  American  conditions  to  Span- 
ish grants* 

In  the  same  law,  another  new,  and,  in  mv 
humble  opinion,  illegal  principle  was  introduced, 
that  the  date  of  a  grant  should  not  be  conclusive. 
Mr.  Speaker  the  acts  of  foreign  €h>vemmeiits, 
prove  themselves.  Even  the  decisions  of  foreign 
courts  Are  conclusive  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  It 
is  always  presumed  the  public  officers  act  with 
integrity,  and  do  their  duty,  unless  the  contrary 
appears,  The  date  of  an  official  act  of  the  Presi- 
dent might  as  well  <  be  questioned.  Besides,  in 
what  manner  is  it  to  be  established  ?  The  Span- 
ish officers  have  left  the  country ;  and,  if  you  do 
not  give  faith  to  their  official  acts,  will  you  be- 
lieve their  inofficial  declarations  ?  Will  you  call 
a  witness  to  prove  the  signature  of  the  officer  1 
Sir.  it  cannot  be  pretended; 

Vour  laws  were  rigid ;  they  required  impossi- 
bilities. But  rigid  laws  were  enforced  by  still 
more  rigid  instructions.  On  the  26th  of  March, 
1806,  the  persons  appointed  to  inveatiffate  these 
claims  are  instructed  that  "a  strict  adherence  on 

*  their  part  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  leaving  to  Con- 

*  gress  such  further  and  more  liberal  provisions  as 
<  tney  may  think  proper,  is  the  best  means  of  pre- 
'  venting  the  dissatisfaction  which  disappointed 
'  expectations  would  otherwise  necessarily  pro- 

*  duce."  A^ain,  on  the  7th  dav  of  May,  1806,  the 
io^uction  IS  repeated,  "  that  they  must  adhere  to 
the- letter  of  the  law,  and  not  confirm  any  claim 
not  strictly  embraced  by  its  provisions."  Mr. 
Speaker,  it  was  an  almost  impossible  task  to  re- 
trace former  misshapen  steps,.80  as  to  remedy  the 
inconveniences  wbich  had  resulted ;  and  a  fifth 
act^  with  more  liberal  provisions  in  favor  of  the 
^imants,  was  passed.  The^ommissioners  were 
authorized  to  confirm  ^^  not  exceeding  one  league 
square."  With  general  laws,  applied  to  particu- 
lar cases,  with  rigid  instructions  to  govern  them, 
justice  could  not  be  done.  The  same  law,  and 
the  same  facts,  ought  to  have  produced  4he  same 
decision  in  every  |Mirt  of  Louisiana :  justice  to 
one  could  not  be  injustice  to  another  in  the  same 
situation.  Yet  your  laws  have  been  so  amended 
and  altered  by  ten  or  eleven  several  statutes,  that 
the  difficulties,  instead  of  being  diminished,  are 
increased,  the  confidence,  of  the  people  is  weak- 
ened, and  the  ^  further  and  more  liberal  provis- 
ions" before  hinted  at  are  most  imperiously  called 
for. 

The  fact  cannot  be  denied,  that  the  people  of 
the  Territory  from  which  I  come  are  in  a  worse 
situation  in  this  respect  than  others.  The  gen- 
tleman on  my  right  (Mr.  RoBBirraoN)  has  been 
a  land  commissioner  m  Louisiana,  and  I  can  safe- 
ly app«*l  to  bim  for  the  correctness  of  this  state- 
ment. The  simple  fact,  that  there  are  a  greater 
number  .of  land  claims  in  the  kte  Territory  of 
Orleans  than  in  Mis80iirt--and  there  only  six 
hundred  and  eight  claims  hare  been  rejected  in 


the  firstj  and  two  thousand  one  hundred  in  the 
last — will,  I  presume,  satisfy  the  House  that  full 
and  impartial  justice  has  not  been  done.  A  dis* 
tinct  and  separate  examination  of  these  claims, 
by  Congress,  would  occupy  a  whole  session,  and 
that  would  ultimately  be  done  which  is  now  pro- 
posed^ If  other  proof  is  wantiof  to  establish  the 
point,  that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  have  not 
operated  to  confirm  the  titles,  it  is  found  in  the 
resolutions,  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that  Ter- 
ritory, now  before  me. 

It  now  onlv  remains  for  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
consider  very  briefly  whether  the  present  bill  will 
do  full  and  complete  justice  to  the  claimants. 
During  the  ten  years  of  scrutiny  and  investiga- 
tion, few  have  made  improvements.  Many  fami- 
lies, despairing  of  obtaining  their  e<^uitable  claimai, 
and  tired  of  the  uncertainty  attendmg  their  titles, 
have  abandoned  a  country  which  cannot  prosper 
without  the  fostering  aid  of  the  Government. 
And  if  the  delay  of  justice  has  not,  in  aU  cases, 
been  equal  in  its  consequences  to  an  absolute  de- 
nial of  it,  still  it  has  caused  much  distress  and 
injury.  The  present  bill  will  quiet  the  anprehea- 
sions  of  most  of  the  claimants;  and,  although  it 
will  neither  satisfy  nor  do  justice  to  all,  yet  it  will 
restore  that  confidence  which  has  been  much  im- 
paired, and  will  do  what  the  national  faith  is 
pledged  to  do.  These,  sir,  are  a  few  of  the  rea- 
sons which  iuduce  me  to  hope  the  motion  may 
prevail. 

The  said  amendments  were  then  concurred  in 
by  the  House,  and  the  bill  being  Airther  amended, 
it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  thira 
time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  '^  providing  for  the 
indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  publte 
lands  in  Ihe  Mississippi  Territory,"  was  read  the 
first  time ;  and  the  question  was  stated,  that  the 
said  bill  be  read  the  second  time,  on  which  the 
House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  March  8. 

Mr.  FisK,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections^ 
made  a  report  on  the  credentials  of  members  claim- 
ing seats  in  the  House ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  fur  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown,  ia 
the  District  of  Columbia ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Tftoup,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Conunittee  oa 
Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  committed  the  IhU. 
from  the  Senate  for  the  better  supply  and  orgaa- 
ization  of  the  Army,  reported  the  same  with  sua- 
dry  amendments,  which  were  read  and  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

FOREIGN  ARMED  VESSELS. 

Mr.  Grundy,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Commit- 
tee  of  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  as  relates  to  these  mat- 
ters, reported  the  fbllowing  bill: 
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A  bill  oo&cenuiig  the  oie  of  the  portf  and  harbpn  of 
the  United  States  by  foreign  Tesseli  of  war. 

Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  may  allow  to  any  foreign  Power  or  Powers,  or 
dieir  sabjeets,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  amity  with  the 
United  States,  to  fit  out,  arm  and  equip  for  war,  public 
and  pmale  ships,  to  dispose  of  their  prizes,  and  pro- 
cme  sappUes  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  i^e  United 
States,  so  for  as  will  be  consistent  with  the  obligations 
of  the  United  States  to  other  Powers  in  amity  with  the 
I^DlCed  States:  Provided^  however.  That  no  privilege 
allowed  in  any  sach  case  shall  be  continued  after  it 
shaU  be  known  that  a  like  priTilege  is  not  allowed  to 
American  armed  8lujfw,jfHiblic  and  private,  in  the  ports 
•nd  markets  of  the  foreign  Power  to  which,  or  the  sub- 
jects of  which,  the  privilege  aforesaid  may  be  allowed 
in  tiie  American  ports  and  harbors- 
Sac.  2.  Be  it  further  enaeted.  That  the  President 
of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
to  take  adequate  bonds  with  sufficient  sureties  of  own- 
ers of  audi  privateers,  and  to  adopt  sudi  other  regula- 
tions to  secure  the  due  performance  of  the  foregoing 
provision,  whenever  in  nia  judgment  circumstances 
may  require  it. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

POST  OFFICE  ESTABUSHMENT. 

Mr.  Ingbrsoll.  of  Pennsylvania,  from  theselect 
committee  to  whom  was  committed  the  inqoiry 
into  the  practicability  of  a  reform  in  the  PostOf- 
Hee  Department,  reported  the  following  bill. 
A  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  **  An'act  regu- 
lating the  Post  Office  EsUblishment." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^e.,  That  all  postmasters  in  the  dii- 
tiSmting  post  offices,  and  in  all  incorporated  cities 
within  the  United  States,  shall  be  appointed  1^  the 
Preodent  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate ;  and  that,  from  and  af- 
ter the  first  day  of  May  next,  no  person  sttall  act  as 
each  poatmaster  vrithin  the  United  States,  who  shall 
Ml  have  been  thus  first  nominated  and  appointed. 

Sac  S.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  postma*- 
tcT  shaO  return  and  exhibit  quarter-yearly  to  the  Post- 
misier  General,  together  with  a  general  account  of  the 
leeeqrts  and  expenditures  of  his  office,  a  particular  ac- 
eoant  diowing  the  number  of  clerks  employed  in  his 
effice,  their  names  and  respective  compensations,  which 
said  accounts  shall  be  certified  by  the  oath  or  affirma- 
tion oi  the  said  deputy  postmaster  respectively,  and  re- 
turned by  the  Postmaster  General,  together  with  his 
quarter-yearly  accounts,  into  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

Sac.  3  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  contin- 
gent fund  whatever  shall  be  left  in  the  disposition  of 
the  Postmaster  General,  or  of  any  assistant  or  deputy 
postmaster;  but,  instead  thereof,  a  regular  quarter- 
yearly  acoeont  shaU  be  kept  by  each  office  of  all  their 
expenses,  for  rent,  fuel,  stationery,  clerk  hire,  and  the 
saaM  and  every  other  charge  allowed  qnarter-yeariy 
eat  ef  the  ftmde  in  their  hands,  aoeoants  thereof  dis- 
tiagsMfaiiif  each  item,  certified  by  oath  or  affirmation. 
Wag  ntomed  by  each  deputy  postmaster  as  aforesaid 
to  the  Poatmaster  General,  and  by  him  into  the  office 
at  die  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  together  with  his  own 
aeooimts  quarter-yearly. 

Sac  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  assist^ 
ant  or  deputy  postmaster  shall  enjoy  the  privilege  of 
franking;  but  instead  thereof  shall  be  allowed  to  pay 


out  of  the  pubUc  fund  in  his  hands,  and  charge  for  all 
letters  he  may  send  on  the  business  of  the  Post  Office 
Establishment:  Provided  always.  That  the  amount 
thus  expended  be  returned  quarter-yearly,  together 
with  his  general  account,  and  as  a  part  of  the  same, 
verified  by  oath  or  affirmation  to  the  Postmaster  Gen* 
eral. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 
YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  compensating  eer- 
taiii  claimants  to  lands  in  the  Mississipi^i  Terri- 
tory, was  taken  up,  and,  having  been  once  read, 
the  qaestion  was  stated,  Shall  the  bill  be  read  a 
second  time? 

A  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  same  on  the 
table,  but,  at  the  earnest  saggestion  of  Mr.  Fisk 
of  Vermont,  and  Mr.  Lattimorb  of  Mississippi, 
was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  said  he  rose  with  great 
reluctance  to  move  to  reject  the  bill.  There  were 
onlv  two  considerations  which  could  indacehim 
to  aepart  from  the  respect  due  to  another  branch 
of  the  Legislatare ;  either  that  a  measure  emana- 
ting from  it  was  unconstitutional  or  corrupt.  It 
was  because  this  measure  had  its  origin  in  cor- 
ruption he  moved  to  reject  the  bill.  When  I  say, 
sir,  that  this  measure  has  its  origin  in  corruption, 
I  do  not  mten  to  be  understood  as  charging  cor- 
ruption on  the  Senate — all  I  mean  to  he  under- 
stood as  saying,  is,  that  this  measure  flows  from 
corruption,  as  a  stream  flows  fVom  its  source  ;  it 
flows  from  the  corrupt  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
G^eorgia,  of  1795.  The  bill  proposes  to  give  five 
millions  of  dollars  to  the  Yazoo  claimants.  The 
Yazoo  Legislature  sold  for  flye  hundred  thousand 
dollar6-*-Georgia  sold  to  the  United  States  for  one 
million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
only,  and  yon  now  propose  to  s^ve  flye  millions 
to  the  claimants  to  compromise  their  claim.  How 
will  we  be  able  to  account  for  this  ?  How  will 
posterity  be  able  to  account  for  it?  Posterity 
will  say  that  these  claimants^  like  the  gods  of 
Milton,  carried  the  mountains  in  their  hands,  and 
wielding  the  fifty  millions  of  acres  under  the  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court,  have  carried  every- 
thing before  them. 

You  know  the  history  of  this  transaction,  sir. 
On  the  7th  of  January^  1795,  the  Legislature  of 
Qeorgia  sold  to  certam  indiriduals,  called  the 
original  grantees,  fifty  millions  of  acres  of  land 
for  five  hundred  thousand  dollars— every  member 
who  voted  for  the  law.  except  one,  whose  name 
does  not  appear,  was  bribed  and  corrupted,  that 
is  to  say,  was  interested  in,  and  the  party  to  the 
purchase.  On  the  13th  of  February,  1796,  the 
subsequent  Legislature  declared  the  corrupt  act 
null  and  void ;  ordered  the  record  to  be  burnt, 
and  authorized  the  grantees  to  withdraw  the 
purchase  money.  The  convention  of  the  whole 
people  soon  after  confirmed  the  rescinding  act. 
On  the  same  day,  that  is  to  say  on  the  13th  of 
February,  1796,  the  Yazoo  claimants  purchased 
from  the  original  grantees.  The  claimants  say 
that  they  are  innocent  purchasers,  without  notice 
of  the  corruption— that  an  estate  vested  notwith- 
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stand iDff  the  corruption,  and  that  they  hare  a 
JD^ood  title  aeainst  you.  It  may  he  well  to  observe 
fiere  that  the  claimants  have  constantly  shifted 


their  mund.  At  first  they  insisted  that  theTazoo 
act  of  1795,  was  a  fair  and  honest  act  of  legisla- 
tion. As  soon,  however,  as  the  report  of  your 
-Commissioners,  which  exhibited  the  fraud  in  its 
nakedness,  drove  them  from  this  ground — they 
insisted  on  the  innocency  of  their  purchase. 
Driven  from  this  ground,  they  throw  themselves 
on  your  mercy.  Do  not  believe,  sir,  that  the  cor- 
ruption in  which  this  transaction  was  engendered 
was  a  corruption  of  any  ordinary  character;  it 
was  a  corruption  without  example  in  history; 
may  it  never  find  a  parallel !  Not  merely  were 
the  Qonupted  corrupted  by  the  corrupters — the 
corrupters  cheated  the  corrupted — the  corrupters 
cheated  one  another,  and  the  corrupters,  as  they 
•ay,  cheated  these  claimants.  The  members  of 
chel4egislature  were  bribed  with  land  and  money : 
in  some  instances  the  member  ^ve  his  vote,  and 
the  corrupter  withheld  the  bribe;  the  member 
went  home — he  had  lost  his  character — he  had 
lost  his  bribe,  and  he  died  broken  hearted  in  the 
bosom  of  his  family.  When  the  rescinding  Le- 
gislature, in  a  spirit  of  liberality  which  became 
^em.  decreed  that  the  original  graiktees  might 
withdraw  the  purchase  money,  on  producing  cer- 
tain evidence  of  their  having  made  the  deposite— 
•uicb  a  scene  of  fraud,  iniquity  and  depravity  was 
exhibited,  that  the  Governor,  iamiliar  as  he  had 
been  witn  such  scenes  but  a  short  time  before, 
blushed  and  shut  the  doors  of  the  treasury  againat 
l^iem.  Men  concerned  in  this  transaction,  but 
"who  had  not  deposited  one  dollar,  by  perjury,  for- 
gwry,  or  some  other  crime,  drew  thousands  from 
Ine.  treasury ;  those  of  the  speculators  who  had 
actually  paid  the  money,  were  then  defrauded  by 
.;heir  brethren.  On  the  other  hand,  some  of  the 
original  grantees  allege  that  they  were  cheated 
by  these  claimants— that  theclairaanto  save  them 

Sper  for  their  land,  which  paper  turned  out  good 
r  nothing.  Thus^  sir,  you  see  this  Vazoo  trans- 
action is  a  circle  of  fraud.  It  no  doubt  had  a  be- 
ginning, but  it  is  certainly  without  end,  unless 
you  consummate  it  bv  this  measure. 

As  good  fortune  will  have  it,  Mr.  Speaker,  thui 
is  one  of  the  plainest  cases  that  can  be  presented 
to  the  understanding.  The  claiinants  either  have 
a  claim,  or  they  have  not.  If  they  have  a  claim 
you  may  compromise  a  claim ;  it  they  have  no 
claim,  you  cannot  compromise  no  claim.  If  they 
have  a  claim,  it  is  a  claim  to  fifty  millions  of 
acres  of  land,  and  you  ought  to  give  it  to  them, 
and  say  no  more  about  it.  Could  you  entertain 
a  thought  for  one  moment  tQ  avail  yourself  of 
your  power  to  do  wronff  and  injustice  to  these 
impotent  individuals  ?  Surely  no  man  will  have 
the  hardihood  to  say  that  the  magnitude  of  the 
claim  ought  to  weigh  one  tittle  in  the  scale  of  jus- 
tice. The  cii|jmants  either  have  a  title  of  fifty 
millions  of  acres^  or  they  have  not  a  title  to  a 
aquare  foot.  How  do  they  derive  the  title? 
From  the  original  giantees.  How  do  the  origi- 
nal grantees  derive  title  ?  From  the  Yazoo  Le- 
gislature of  '95.    Their  title,  therefore,  must  de* 


pend  on  the  validity  or  invalidity  of  the  Yazoo 
act  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia— it  can  depend 
on  nothing  else.  If  the  Yazoo  act  was  a  good  and 
valid  act,  an  estate  vested  in  the  original  gran- 
tees; the  grantees  passed  the  estate  to  theae 
claimants,  and  the  claimants  have  a  sood  title 
against  you.  If  the  Yazoo  act  was  a  nulTand  void 
act,  no  estate  vested  in  the  original  grantees; 
if  no  estate  vested  in  the  original  grantees,  they 
could  pass  none  to  these  claimants,  and  if  no  ea- 
tate  passed  to  these  claimants,  on  what  pretence 
can  they  set  up  the  title  against  ybu  %  Are  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  prepared  to  say 
that  the  Yazoo  act,  notwithstanding  the  corrup- 
tion of  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  was  a 
good  and  valid  act  ?  That  it  divested  the  poUio 
property  out  of  the  people  and  vested  it  m  the 
grantees?  Are  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  prepared  to  say,  that  the  Representatives 
of  a  free  and  virtuous  people  may  fraudulent] v 
and  corruptly  betray  that  people,  and  barter  theu: 
rights,  and  tnat  the  people  are  without  remedT. 
That  an  estate  did  vest  by  the  Yazoo  act,  which 
could  not  be  divested  by  any  subsequent  act  I 
Sir,  it  is  impossible.  This  doctrine  is  too  mon- 
strous to  be  entertained  bv  a  moral  people,  who 
love  liberty— 4t  strikes  at  all  virtue,  Itt  all  marali- 
ty — it  overturns  Republican  Government.  Yon 
cannot,  you  dare  not,  sanctify  this  doctrine.  If 
you  cfaie,  one  or  two  things  must  happen ;  the 

nle  are  ready  to  approve  it,  or  they  are  not— 
ey  are,  they  have  lost  their  virtue,  and  we 
must  seek  shelter  under  despotism ;  if  they  arie 
not,  you  will  go  out  and  other  men  will  come  ia« 
Not  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House— 
they  never  can  come  in*— men  will  come  in  who 
will  discountenanqe  corruptjion,  cherish  virtue, 
and  pr^aerve  the  principles  of  the  Qovernmeot, 
pure  and  uncorrnpted.  I  address  myself  to  the 
Republican  party ;  let  them  remember  how  they 
came  into  power.  The  Federalists  had  beea 
charged  with  monarchical  attachmeaU;  with 
cherishing  corrupt  principles  of  Ctovemfntnt. 
The  people  believed  it.  They  said  the  Gtovem- 
ment  was  not  safe  in  such  hands— ^they  turned 
them  out.  Yon  succeeded.  The  people  Mdd 
to  you — take  this  sacred  trust.  Do  TOur  duty 
faithfully;  preserve  the  principles  of  tnis  happy 
Government  pure  and  uncorrupted,  and  be  readfy 
to  hand  it  over  to  your  successors  whenever  yoa 
shall  be  required,  more  pure  and  uncorrupted 
than  when  you  received  it.  Will  you  do  so  wbea 
you  have  decreed  that  the  Representatives  of  the 
people  may  corruptly  divest  the  estate  of  the 
peopie^and  that  thev  are  without  remedy  ?  T^t, 
sir,  this  you  must  oo  the  moment  yon  decide  to 
compromise  this  claim.  But  you  have  no  reason, 
no  motive,  no  apology,  lor  thus  deciding.  I  will 
lake  away  from  ev^ry  unpiejudieed  mtn  in  the 
country  every  pretext,  every  apology  for  coA- 
prdmismg  this  claim.  I  insist  that  the  Yazoo 
Legislature  bad  no  Consihitfiobal  power  to  atU 
the  land. 

1st.  I  contend  that  the  Legislature  had  no 
Constitutional  potver  to  sell. 

2d.  That  if  they  had  Constitutional  power  to 
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sdl,  they  could  not  sell  fraudulently  and  cor- 
ruptly. 

9d.  That  if,  notwithfltaodiag  the  fraud  and 
eorrupttou,  an  estate  did  vest  in  the  original 
inrantees,  according  to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  these  claimants  haring  notice  of  the  fraud, 
are  parties  to  it,  and  without  title  in  law  Or 
equity. 

latere  is  no  power  giTen  in  the  Constitution  of 
(Georgia,  and  Irithout  an  express  grant  of  |M)w- 
er  the  I^egislature  cannot  possess  it.  This  is 
the  doctrine  distinctlyj  clearly,  and  tinanimously 
maintained  br  the  writers  on  public  law.  The 
reasons  on  which  it  is  founded  are  as  distinctly 
siren.  The  people  are  seized,  collectively  and 
indiTidoaily,  of  tne  public  territory — it  cannot  be 
taken  irom  them  without  their  consent — it  can- 
not be  taken  from  them  without  their  express 
consent — consent  shall  not  be  implied.  1st,  be- 
cause the  power  to  sell  the  public  domain  is  not 
a  power  incidental  or  necessary  to  the  power  of 
legislation.  2dl]r,  because  it  is  too  important  a 
|x>wer  to  be  derired  by  imj^ication  or  construc- 
tion.  Not  only  is  this  the  unirersal  doctrine  of 
&e  publicists,  of  Orotius,  Puflfendorf,  Yattel,  Bur- 
lamaqui,  and  others,  but  it  is  the  doctrine  to 
wliich  all  our  political  institutions  have  con- 
formed. In  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  the  constitutions  of  the  States,  you  see 
the  doctrine  clearly  recognised.  In  the  Con^- 
tmion  of  the  United  States  it  is  said  ^'  Congress 
shall  hare  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all 
needfbi  rules  and  regulations  concerning  the  pub- 
lic property." — ^Why  was  this  power  ezpresslv 
granteu  ?  Because  the  Canvention  knew  that  if 
not  expressly  grantied  it  could  not  be  derived  by 
impfieation  or  construction.  So,  in  the  State 
eoastitntions,  the  doctrine  ib  recognise :  "the 
power  to  dispose  of  the  public  domain  being  in 
the  people,  cannot  be  taVen  from  them  without 
fhelr  consent.''  I  know  it  mar  be  said  that  there 
is  a  difference  between  the  United  States  and 
State  constitutions,  in  the  character  of  their  pow- 
ert— that  in  the  United  Sutes  Constitution  all 
powers  not  delegated  ate  reserved-^that  in  the 
State  constitutions  all  powers  are  delegated  but 
those  which  are  reserved.  This  is  true,  but  bv 
all  powers  is  meant  only  all  ordinary  powers,  all 
powers  that  are  essential  and  necessary  or  inci- 
dentd  to  the  general  power  of  legislation ;  extra- 
ordinary powers,  powers  not  essential  to  the  gen- 
eral power  of  legislation,  are,  even  in  the  States, 
retained  by  the  people,  and  cannot  be  divested  out 
of  them  without  their  express  consent.  This 
power  to  dispose  of  the  public  domain  is  an  ex- 
traocdinarjr  power;  for,  say  the  pubHcists  one 
ittll  aH,  this  power  is  so  essentially  in  the  people, 
that  even  under  the  violent  Governments  of 
Surope^  the  despot  has  no  power  to  dispose  of 
the  public  domain  without  the  express  consent 
of  toe  people.  I  know  too  it  will  be  said  that 
the  State  L^giriatures  have  in  some  instanees 
dopmed  of  the  public  property  without  an  ex« 
press  grant  of  power  to  warrant  it.  I  answer  that 
in  every  such  mstanee  the  Legnlature  ma  ffuiitv 
efusofpation,  imd  the  people  not  bound— ttiat  if 


the  people  pleased  to  yield  a  tacit  acquiescence, 
well  and  good — they  did  so  because  their  atten- 
tion had  not  been  called  to  the  usurpation  by  a 
flagrant  and.  palpable  corruption — but  will  you 
believe  that  if  in  any  such  instance  the  usurpation 
had  been  coupled  with  a  notorious  corruption  of 
their  Representatives,  they  would  not  have  re- 
sisted-^that  they  would  not  have  risen  in  mass, 
as  did  the  people  of  Georgia,  to  put  down  the 
corruption  and  the  corrupted? — a  people  who 
would  not,  must  have  lost  their  virtue  and  been 
ready  for  a  tyrant.  I  say,  therefore,  the  Tazoo 
Legislature  of  Georgia  had  no  power  to  sell  the 
public  property. 

But  if  tie  Legislature  had  Constitutional  power  ^ 
to  sell,  it  could  not  sell  fraudulently  and  corruptly. 
Do  you  ask  proof  of  this? — fraud  and  corruption 
viiiata  every  act,  render  it  null  and  void  db  initio; 
no  contract,  no  obligation,  can  grow  oat  of  it. 
The  powers  granted  by  the  people  to  their  Legis- 
latures, are  granted  in  confidence  that  they  will 
be  fairly  and  honestly  exercisied.  What  would 
you  think  of  the  declaration  of  a  constitution, 
*'  the  powers  herein  granted  shall  be  honestly  ex- 
ercised?" would  you  not  consider  liuch  a  declar- 
ation ridiculous,  and  ridiculous  because  super- 
fluous? is  not  the  implication  ajs  strong  as  any 
expression  eouid  be,  that  every  fraudulent  act  of 
legisliktion  is  merely  void?  Suppose  it  were 
ixrrttten  in  any  constitution,  "  the  Legislature  shall 
have  no  power  fraudulently  and  corruptly  to  be- 
tray the  people,^'  would  you  not  too  consider  this 
ridiculous,  atid  ridicalous  becnuse  superfluous? 
Suppose  it  were  wettten  ia  any  constitution, ''  the 
L^ishkture  shall  have  power  fraudulentlv  fod 
corruptly  to  sell  the  puuic  property,"  would  not 
such  a  grant  of  power  be  merely  void,  though 
proceeding  from  the  highest  human  authority, 
the  people  themselves?  And  why  void?  Be* 
cause  repugnant  to  ibe  laws  of  God  and  nature ; 
nay,  sir,  I  go  farther,  I  say  the  great  Gh>d  of 
Heaven  himself  could  confer  no  such  power— if 
tlie  great  Gbd  of  Heaven  were  to  decree  '^the 
Legislatoire  shall  have  power  fraudulentlv  and 
corruptly  to  sell  the  public  property,"  the  decree 
would  be  mer^y  void,  because  inconsistent  with 
his  holy  attributes.  And  yet,  sir,  the  Senate  re- 
quire of  us  to  do  that  which  the  God  of  Heaven 
himself  cannot  do— legalize  fraud  and  corruption 
—they  require  m  to  declare  that,  notwithstanding 
the  fraud  and  ctNrruption  of  the  Georgta  Legisla- 
ture, an  estate  did  vest  in  the  original  grantees 
which  it  was  competent  to  the  grantees  to  transfer 
to  the  claimants^;  that  the  claimants  have  a  title 
against  70U.  and  that  to  relinquish  that  title  we 
must  give  tnem  five  millioas  oi  dollars.  This  is 
making  war  upon  the  peoi^  with  a  vengeance. 
To  talk  of  the  rights  of  the  people  after  this  is 
insult  and  mockery.  But  why  is  it  that  the  cor- 
rupt act  of  the  Representative  is  not  binding  on 
the  people?  For  this  plain  reason,  the  corruption 
of  the  Representative  must  precede  the  corrupt 
act;  the  iKiommit  the  Representative  is  corrupted, 
the  moment  he  has  betrayed  his  constituents,  all 
ties  and  connexion  betw^n  them  are  dissolred, 
and  he  is  no  more  capable  of  binding  them  than 
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the  merest  stranger.  Any  other  doctrine  n^akes 
Republiean  ^OTernment  a  farce — makes  morality 
and  religion  idle  sound.  If  corruption  can  direst 
the  estate  of  the  people,  it  can  do  any  other  act — 
it  can  legalize  murder,  robbery,  treason — it  can 
giye  universal  license  to  crime.  I  say,  therefore, 
that  if  the  Legislature  of  Qeoigia  had  Constitu- 
tional power  to  sell,  it  could  not  sell  fraudulently 
and  corruptly.  The  Yazoo  act  was  merely  void, 
and  the  rescinding  act  which  declared  it  so  was 
only  form,  the  people  were  in  possession,  con- 
tinued in  possession,  and  were  not  divested  by  it. 

3dly.  if,  notwithstanding  the  fraud  and  cor- 
ruption, an  estate  did  vest  in  the  grantees^  yet  the 
claimants  havin|r  notice  of  the  fraud,  are^  accord- 
ing to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  itself, 
guilty  purchasers,  without  claim  or  shadow  of 
claim.  I  sav,  sir,  the  claimants  had  notice.  Let 
it  be  remembered,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  our  Govern- 
ment differs  from  all  other  governments  in  this 
singular  but  valuable  characteristic — it  is  limited 
by  written  constitutions.  In  other  countries  it  is 
said  the  acts  or  the  grants  of  the  Government 
speak  for  themselves — nothing  shall  be  admitted 
to  contradict  them.  Not  so  in  our  coontry ;  every 
act  or  grant  of  the  Government  must  be  consis- 
tent with  the  written  Constitution.  Every  man 
is  presumed  to  carry  the  Constitution  in  his  head 
or  in  his  pocket,  that  he  may  at  all  times  be 
reiady  to  compare  the  acts  of  Government  with 
the  Constitution.  If  the  claimants  had  done  this, 
if  they  had  coinpared  the  Yazoo  act  with  the 
constitution  of  Georgia,  they  would  have  found 
no  power  in  the  constitution  authorizing  the 
Legislature  to  sell,  and  this  circcunstance  alone 
would  have  put  them  upon  their  guard— at  least 
this  would  have  been  the  effect  on  all  rational 
and  prudent  men. 

But  there  was  cause  of  suspicion  on  the  very 
face  of  the  act  itself.  The  Legislature  sold  fifty 
millions  of  acres  of  as  fine  a  country  as  any 
on  the  globe  for  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
WouM  not  prudent  men  looking  at  thissin^e 
fact,  have  inquired  how  comes  this  ?  Would  not 
prudent  men  about  to  embark  in  a  speculation  so 
enormous  have  -tfaought  it  worth  their  while  to 
send  an  agent  from  Boston  to  (Georgia,  to  scruti- 
nize and  investigate  the  merits  of  this  transaction? 
But,  sir,  these  are  circumstances  to  excite  suspi- 
cion only.  The  people  of  Georgia  themselves 
gave  to  the  claimants  the  most  prompt,  direct, 
and  unexceptionable  notice.  Remember  that  more 
than  a  year  elapsed  between  the  passage  of  -the 
Yazoo  act  and  the  purchase  by  the  elaimanu. 
The  events  which  followed  the  fiassage  of  the 
Yazoo  act  portended  a  revolution  in  Georgia,  as 
terrible  and  as  bloody  as  the  revolution  of  Paris 
or  of  La  Vendue.  If  the  claimants  had  lived  in 
the  farther  India ;  if  they  had  lived  in  the  islands 
of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  they  would  have  received 
notice  long  before  they  purchased.  Scarce  had 
the  Yazoo  act  passed  the  Legislature  when  the 
whole  country  was  in  a  ferment.  The  great 
body  of  the  people,  who,  unlike  their  Representa- 
tives, remained  uncorrupted  and  faithful  to  them- 
selves, were  everywhere  in  mptlon  to  eouteraet 


the  projects  of  the  traitors.  Their  grand  juries 
and  committees  everywhere  denounced  the  act 
an  usurpation,  called  upon  the  country  to  assert 
its  rights  and  to  put  down  the  corriiption  and  the 
corrupted.  Gfeneral  Jackson — Sir, icannot think 
of  General  Jackson  without  speaking  of  him  as  a 
man  of  rare  patriotism  and  integrity — a  man  who, 
if  he  had  lived  in  the  days  of  Rome's  greatness,  or 
rather  of  Rome's  virtue,  would  have  had  his  bust  in 
the  Capitol— I  speak  of  nim  thus,  because  bis  mem- 
ory is  mtimately  connected  with  this  transaction; 
he  was  the  only  man  I  ever  did  know  who  was  at 
all  times  ready  to  lay  down  his  life,  to  sacrifice 
his  wife  and  children  and  his  fortune  to  his  coun- 
try. General  Jackson  was  at  that  time  a  Senator 
io  Congress  at  Philadelphia ;  he  was  called  by 
the  people  of  Georgia,  publicly  called  from  his  seat 
in  Congress  to  aid  in  rescinding  the  usurped  act- 
he  obeyed.  The  address  of  the  people  and  his 
answer  were  published  in  all  the  newspapers  of 
the  day.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Thomas,  one  of 
the  corrupted  Senators,  was  murdered  in  his  own 
house,  that  be  together  with  his  testimony  (for  he 
bore  witness  to  tne  corruption  and  threatened  to 
coniess)  might  be  consigned  to  oblivion.  By 
some  it  was  said  the  speculators  had  murdered 
him,  by  others  that  his  indignant  constituents  had 
done  the  deed.  The  truth  is,  that  the  greatest 
efforts  were  necessary  to  restrain  the  people  from 
acts  of  violence.  NoV,  sir^  all  these  things  were 
done,  not  in  secret  to  deceive  the  innocent  pur- 
chasers of  New  England ;  they  were  done  pub- 
licly and  in  the  face  of  day ;  they  were  published 
in  all  the  newspapers  of  the  time,  from  Boston  to 
Savannah;  ana  yet  these  things  were  to  the  in- 
nocent purchasers  of  New  Euffland,  as  if  they 
had  never  been.  Yes,  ^r,  if  you  believe  the  claim- 
ants  they  were  as  ignorant  of  them  as  the  people 
of  Crim  Tartarv.  They  tell  you  thev  never  read 
newspapers.  The  mail  running  weeldy  between 
Boston  and  Savannah — the  coasting  trade  open — 
and  yet  the  claimants  are  innocent  purchasers; 
for  one  whole  year  they  heard  not  a  word  of  what 
was  passing  in  Georgia.  If  the  mails  had  been 
stopped,  if  the  coasting  trade  had  been  interrupted, 
if  all  communication  had  been  cut  off,  this  plea 
of  ignorance  might  have  been  set  up.  In.  the 
then  state  of  intercourse  of  the  civilized  world,  if 
the  claimants  had  lived  in  Batavia  they  would 
have  had  notice  long  before  they  purchased. 

But  there  is  other  evidence  ot  notice  still  more 
conclusive.  On  the  17th  of  February.  179^  that 
is  to  say  six  weeks  after  the  passage  ot  the  Yazoo 
act,  Gtonecai  Washinffton  sent  to  Congress  a  pub- 
lic measage  to  the  following  effect :  '*  I  have  re- 
'  ceived  copies  of  two  acts  of  the  Legislature  of 
'  Ckorgia,  one  passed  on  the  28th  of  December, 

*  the  other  on  the  7th  January  last,  for  appropria- 
'  ting  and  selling  the  Indian  lands  withia  the 
'  territorial  limits  claimed  by  that  State.  These 
'  copies,  though  not  officially  certified,  have  bean 
'  transmitted  to  me  in  such  a  manner  as  to  leave 
'  no  vToom  to  doubt  their  authenticity.  These 
^  acta  embrace  an  object  of  such  magnitudei  and 

*  in  their  consequences  may  so  deemy  affect  the 

*  peace  and  welfare  of  the  Unijted  Btatesi  that  I 
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'  iiiTe  thoQght  it  necessary  now  to  lay  them  be^ 
'  fore  Congress." 

Here  then  was  notice  to  all  the  world,  notice 
at  least  thkc  something  was  wtod^.  General 
Washington^  from  the  elevation  of  bis  high  office, 
standing  as  it  were  on  the  top  of  Mount  Sinaij 
with  an  aogel  yoice,  reaching  the  extremities  of. 
the  earth,  proelaimed|  beware !  A  more  distinct, 
andible,  universal  notice  could  not  haye  been 
given  to  all  mankind.  The  claimants  heeded  no 
more  the  warning  of  Ckneral  Washington  than 
they  did  the  barking  of  a  foist.  Congress  r  Arred 
the  message  to  a  committee.  The  (Committee  re- 
ported a  resolution  and  bill  authoriztng  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  esittin^ish  the  title  of  Georgia  to  the 
eoontry  in  question.  With  the  Yazoo  act  before 
them,  the  committee  did  not  deign  to  speak  of 
the  sale  to  the  claimants,  but,  treating  the  Yazoo 
act  as  null  and  void,  proceeded  to  treat  with 
Georgia  for  the  extinguishment  of  her  title.  The 
claimants  say  they  never  heard  of  the  proclama- 
tioB  of  General  Washington.  They  never  read 
aewspapers. 

But  this  is  not  all^-the  claimants  stand  con^ 
vieled  under  their  own  hands  and  seals ;  they  are 
gmity  purchasers  on  the  face  of  their  own  title 
deed.  Not  only  did  their  title  deed  not  contain 
a  general  warranty  in  their  favor,  it  contained  an 
cxpiets  stipulation,  that  in  no  event  would  they, 
the  claimants,  go  back  upon  the  grantees  from 
whom  they  purchased,  for  even  the  consideration 
■Moey,  on  account  of  any  defect  in  their  title. 
Uader  their  own  hands  and  seals  did  the  claim- 
ants eovenant  and  agree  that  the  grantees  of 
whom  they  bought  should  not  be  liable  to  refund 
the  purchase  monejr,  if  their  title  turned  out  to  be 
defective.  Sir,  this  is  a  fact  so  extraordinary 
and  incredible,  that  if  it  were  not  recorded  6n  the 
title  deed  itself,  I  would  hesitate  to  declare  it.  It 
is  without  example  in  transactions  between  man 
and  man.  Do  you  not  see,  but  for  this,  the  claim- 
ants would  have  resorted  to  the  original  grantees 
foe  their  purchase  money,  with  interest  and  dam- 
ages; that  is  to  say,  they  would  have  resorted  to 
the  same  remedy  as  all  other  men  do  under  like 
tireuaistanees  in  every  country  j  thejr  Would  have 
reeovei^d  their  purchase  money  paid  for  a  con- 
sideration which  had  failed,  for  a  title  which  had 
proven  defective,  with  interest  and  damages — 
they  wouldy  in  fact,  have  had  all  the  remedy  to 
which  innocent  purchasers,  without  notice,  are 
entitled  by  the  laws  of  any  country.  But  they 
]M'ecJaded  themselves  by  their  own  act  and  deed, 
nd  because  thej  have  done  so,  are  we  bound  to 
iadeoMiily  them?  They  have  as  much  right  to 
mky  for  indemnity  to  the  Emperor  of  China. 
But  there  i»  another  fact  $  the  rescinding  Legbla- 
tore  met  in  the  beginning  of  January,  '96— >the 
ekuma&ts  purehased  on  the  13th  of  February,  '96— 
on  the  epening  of  the  Lcj^islature  the  preparatory 
motion  was  made  to  rescind  the  usurjpKsd  act  j  the 
daimaatS)  therefore,  had  six  weel»  to  inform 
themselves  of  what  was  doing  and  what  was 
about  to  be  done  in  the  Georgia  Legislature,  be- 
ibie  they  purchased.  But  there  is  another  fact, 
which  ought  to  be  conclusive  on  this  point— a 


gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  many  years  a 
membeir  of  this  House,  resident  in  the  neighbor-* 
hood  of  Boston,  uniformly  declared  they  had  no- 
tice; that  gentleman,  respectable  for  his  good 
sense  and  integrity,  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  parties,  constantly  passing  in  hnd  from  Boston, 
perfectly  familiar  with  the  circumstances  of  the 
purchase,  constantly  affirmed  that  he  was  himself 
knowing  to  the  corruption  of  the  Georgia  Legis- 
latdre  at  the  date  of  the  purchase,  and  that  the 
claimants  were  as  knowing  to  it  as  himself. 
Here,  then,  is  the  testimony  of  a  disinterested 
man.  You  oppose  to  it  the  declarations  of  the 
interested  claimants.  The  truth  is,  the  claimants 
had  knowledge  of  the  fraud.  Like  other  specu- 
lators, they  bought  to  sell  sgain ;  all  they  wanted, 
was  the  wftx  and  the  parchment.  They  cared 
not  a  straw  for  anything  else ;  for  fraud  or  cor- 
ruption, or  defect  of  title,  if  it  answered  the  pur- 
pose of  the  grantees,  it  would  answer  the  purpose 
of  the  claimants;  the  claimants  took  the  titk 
deed  fbr  better  for  worse,  sind  if  they  had  not 
known  that  Congress  might  be  teased  and  wor- 
ried out  of  anything,  they  never  would  have  had 
the  effrontery  to  set  up  a  claim  against  you. 

But;  it  is  said  the  commissioners  reported  in 
favor  of  a  compromise.  What  does  this  amount 
to  ?  No  more  Chan  a  report  of  a  committee  of 
the  House,  whkh  you  respect  only  as  its  merits 
may  entitle  it  to  respect.  The  commissioners  in- 
vestigated the  claims;  laid  before  you  in  all  its 
nakedness  the  fraud  and  corruption,  from  begin- 
ning to  end,  and  eame  to  the  conclusion  which 
no  man  of  common  sense  could  avoid,  that  the 
claimants  had  no  title  whatsoever.  Here,  sir,  the 
commissioners  ought  to  have  stopped ;  but,  strange 
to  say,  they  suggested  to  Congress  the  expediency 
of  a  compromise.  What!  yoq  ask,  is  it  possible 
ihat  such  men  as  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Gkillatin,  and 
Mr.  Lincoln,  should  have  followed  up  such  a  con- 
clusion by  such  a  suggestion  ?  No  title,  and  yet 
recommend  the  compromise  of  a  title !  Never 
were  two  propositions  more  inconsistent.  You 
will  siky  there  must  have  been  some  reason  for 
this.  I  will  teil  you  the  reason :  it  was  the  same 
reason  that  operated  on  the  10th  Congress  to  sui^ 
render  the  embargo— the  clamor  of  a  formidable 
party.  The  commissioners  were  surrounded  by 
a  host  of  claimants,  as  we  are  now ;  they  found 
them  a  troublesome  set,  growing  every  day  strong- 
er and  stronger.  They  yielded — they  said,  though 
they  have  no  title,  yet  vou  had  better  give  them 
money  and  send  them  about  their  business.  This 
is  all  that  can  be  said  now. 

But,  it  has  been  alleged}  that  the  United  Sutes 
have  engaged  to  compromise.  Not  so.  The 
United  States  are  as  free  to  compromise,  or  not 
to  compromise,  as  if  nothing  had  been  said  or 
done  on  the  subject.  It  is  said  that  the  United 
States  are  bound  to  compromise,  because  five 
millions  were  set  apart  by  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment and  cession,  for  the  indemnification  of  these 
and  other  claims.  True!  But  on  condith>n 
only,  that  Congress  should,  upon  an  investigation 
of  the  merits  of  the  claims,  believe  thsft  in  mht 
and  jnstiee,  they  ought  to  be  cempentaied.   The 
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history  of  this  part  of  the  busiDess  is  simply  this : 
When  the  commissioners  of  the  Unitea  States 
and  of  Qeorsia  were  negotiating  the  terms  of 
purchase  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  the  claim- 
ants got  about  them  and  narassed  them  with  in- 
cessant importunitv.  The  commissioners  of  the 
United  States  said  to  the  commissioners  on  the 
part  of  Georgia,  yoa  see  how  we  are  embarrassed 
oy  these  claimants ;  will  it  not  be  better  to  quiejl 
them,  b)r  making  a  reservation  in  their  favor? 
Never  I  indignantly  answered  the  Qeorgia  com- 
missioners ;  we  will  neyer  consent  to  compromise 
the  infamous  corruption.  But,  said  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  United  States,  will  you  not  agree 
to  make  a  conditional  reservation,  leaving  it  to  the 
United  States  to  make  them  compensation,  or  not 
upon  an  investigation  of  the  merits  of  their  claim? 
To  this  the  commissioners  of  Georgia  could  have 
no  objectioii ;  it  was  a  matter  for  the  United 
States.  They  did  object^  however,  to  give  any 
pledge  whatsoever  to  compromise  the  claim. 
Nay,  more ;  they  insisted  that  if  Cong^ress  did 
not  within  a  year  set  apart  the  five  millions  of 
acres,  it  should  never  be  in  the  power  of  Congress 
to  compensate  them  at  all,  under  jmy  circumstan- 
ces. The  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Georgia 
said  to  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States : 
If  the  United  States  choose,  at  any  time,  to  com- 
promise this  corruption,  we  cannot  help  it ;  bat 
we  will  never  give  our  sanction  or  countenance 
to  it,  because  we  believe  the  claim  unfounded  in 
jright,  justice,  or  morality ;  if  you  upon  investi- 
gation think  otherwise,  here  are  the  five  millions 
of  acres  set  apart,  out  of  which  you  may  com- 
pensate ;  if  you  can,  even  inforo  comdentuB,  con- 
sent to  compromise  this  corruption,  be  the  sKame 
and  scandal  of  it  upon  you.  The  United  States 
did  accordingly  within  one  year  set  apart  the  Hfe 
millions  of  acres  to  compensate  this  and  other 
claims,  but  upon  the  same  condition  and  in  the 
same  words  as  the  articles  of  agreement  and  ces- 
sion ;  that  is  to  say,  upon  condition  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  upon  an  investigation  of  the  merits  of 
the  claims,  should  determine  they  were  founded 
in  right  and  justice.  The  question  is  now  as  it 
has  always  been,  are  the  claims  founded  in  right 
and  justice  ? 

But  to  remove  every  impression  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  pledged  in  the  remotest  degree,  I 
refer  you  to  Mr.  Gallatin  himself,  and  to  the  re- 
pon  of  a  committee  of  the  House,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion. Mr.  Gallatin,  in  his  letter  addressed  to  Mr. 
Dana,  the  chairman  of  the  Tazoo  committee, 
dated  9th  January,  1805,  says,  (speaking  of  the 
obijeet  of  the  reservation  of  the  &70  miUrans,)  *'  to 
'  leave  it  in  their  power  to  compromise  with  that 

*  description  of  claimants,  by  allowing  so  much 

<  of  the  surplus  of  five  millions  of  acres  as  they 

<  might  think  prop^,  without,  at  the  same  time, 

*  pledging  Government  to  enter  into  a  compro- 
'  mise,'if  upon  a  full  view  of  all  the  eireumstances 

*  of  the  case,  a  difierent  course  was  thooght  more 

<  eligible."  Thus,  you  see.  according  to  Mr.  Gal- 
latin, the  United  States  are  at  perfect  libertv  to 
compromise  or  not,  at  their  dTsoretion,  as  it  bo 
articles  of  «fteement  and  teasion  had  ever  baea 


entered  into ;  as  if  no  law  had  ever  been  passed 
setting  apart  the  five  millions  of  acres.  Yoar 
committee  appointed  on  this  subject  at  the  last 
session  of  the  last  Congress,  say  the  same  thing. 
Their  language  is,  "Congress  is  not  bound  to 
'  compromise,  if,  upon  an  investigation  of  the 
'  merits  of  the  claims,  they  shall  be  found  unsup- 
'  ported  by  right  and  justice."  The  assertio&f 
therefore,  that  the  Government  is  pledged,  is  a 
mere  pretext,  as  is  every  other  reason  assigned  for 
the  compromise* 

BiA  it  is  contended  that  the  .  Supreme  Court 
have  decided  in  favor  of  the  claimants  and  againat 
the  United  States;  that  it  is  better  to  j^ive  up  a 
part  than  to  lose  the  whole.  Sir,  there  is  no  daa- 
ffer  of  our  losing  the  whole  or  a  part,  if  we  will 
do  our  duty  to  ourselves  and  to  the  country.  The 
Supreme  Court  cannot  decide  the  riffhu  of  the 
United  States  in>a  case  to  which  the  United 
States  not  only  were  not  a  party,  but  to  which 
they  cannot,  by  any  Constitutional  possibility^, 
be  a  party  without  their  consent.  The  case  of 
Fletcher  and  Peck  was  a  decision  of  a  feigned 
issue^  made  up  between  two  speculators,  to  decide 
certain  points,  in  the  decision  of  which  they  wera 
interested.  Will  any  man,  in  his  senses,  say  that 
the  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  public  prop- 
erty could  be  affected  by  such  decisioa  ?  Thia 
doctrine  is  almost  as  shocking  as  the  other  doo 
trine  set  up  in  support  of  thei  compromise.  The 
representatives  or  the  people  may  betray  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  peopljB  are  without  remedy.  I  trust, 
sir,  that  neither  the  one  or  the  other  will  be  eoaa* 
tenanced  by  youj  but  that  you  will,  without 
hesitation,  reject  the  bill.  Whenever  it  ia  cma* 
ceded  that  it  is  competent  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
in  a  case  between  A  and  B,  to  take  from  the 
United  States  fifty  millions  of  acres  of  land,  it 
will  be  time  for  the  Government  to  make  a  vol- 
untary surrender  of  the  public  property  to  w^ho- 
sioever  will  have  it.  Th^  public  property  would 
be  nothing  but  an  expense,  an  encumbranee,  which 
it  would  be  profitable  to  shake  off  with  as  lltUe 
delay  as  possible.  No,  sir ;  the  Government  is 
the  guardian,  the  trustee  of  the  pubUc  property. 
Like  all  Governmeots,  ther  must  of  necessity  de- 
termine their  own  rights  or  property ;  and  if  they 
remain  faithful  to  those  rights,  all  the  decisioQa 
of  all  the  judicial  tribunals  under  Heaven  cannot 
deprive  you  of  a  square  acre  of  the  public  laftd- 
But,  sir,  I  am  tired  and  disgusted  with  this  sah- 
ject.    I  hope  the  bill  will  be  rejected. 

Mr.  WaioHT,  of  Maryland,  took  the  floor  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Tbovp,  and  commenced  by  a  brief 
statement  of  the  ease,  nearly  as  foUoWs.  The 
Legislature  of  Georgia,  in  the  yeat  1795,  by  ma 
act,  (the  title  of  which  he  recited,)  sohl  the  lands 
now  in  controversy,  and  received  into  the  Treas- 
ury of  Georgia  the  whole  purchase  momy,  er  ae 
much  as  the  act  required,  and  received  in  retuca 
an  act  duly  authenticated  of  the  State  of  Gaor- 
gia,  conveying  the  land,  from  the  Governor  of 
that  State,  in  December  of  the  same  year,  the 
Legislature  of  the  same  Suie  declared  that  net  to 
be  null  and  void.  The  first  act,  indeed,  contiecy 
to  the  opinion  of  (hegentlemaa  who  iua  joat  Mtt 
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dows^  bid  been  eoDsidered  to  be  aatboriced  by 
the  CoMtititioii  of  Qeocgia,  for  tbe  Legislature 
not  only  repealed  it,  but  a  eoavention  was  called, 
•ad  the  Coastitution  cbanged  so  as  to  wrest  from 
the  Legislature  a  power  Uiey  bad  corruptly  ex- 
ereiaed.  By  these  acts  the  Legislature  recognised 
the  ConsCitotioDai  power  of  the  former  Legisla- 
ture to  sell  the  laod^  aud  the  validity  of  the  act 
itself.  By  the  ConstitiUiou  of  the  United  States, 
foU  fiuth  and  credit  were  required  to.be  given  to 
tbe  pablie  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings 
of  each  State.  Now  a  stauite  was  a  record  of 
the  fisrst  order,  and  to  it  AiU  faith  and  credit  must 
be  invcD*  ualen  they  meant  to  tear  this  leaf  out 
of  the  Oonstitntion.  The  act  of  Qeorgim  was 
formal  and  precise^  conveying  land  for  a  certain 
eooBJderaiion,  and  m  virtue  thereof  the  land  was 
coBvayed.  Could  a  lawyer  be  (bund  oa  earth, 
on  the  production  of  this  evidence,  who  would 
go  into  die  inquiry  whether  the  bod  v  which  pass- 
ed tlut  act  had  been  corrupt  or  not  ?  The  spver^ 
eigB^  of  a  State  resided  in  the  Legislature.  Tbe 
acts  done  ooder  any  law  passed  by  a  Legislature 
muft  he  Talid,  and  though  it  may  be  repealed  in 
fotne,  thoae  proceeding  cannot  be  invalidated. 
U  a  coaapromise  of  claims  thus  valid  could  be 
eieettd,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  make  it,  and 
he  hdieved  the  interests  of  the  country  imperi'^ 
ously  to  feqoise  it.  Though  the  ways  of  justice 
may  he  slow,  they  will  be  sure,  and  if  a  compro- 
mise be  not  effected,  the  claimants  will  obtain 
the  whole  of  their  det^uid.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  had,  in  conclusioo,  remarked  thftt 
the  eo«rU  had  surreptitiously  decided  this  case. 
The  parties  might  have  brought  it  surreptitiously 
befoce  the  court,  but  the  court  had  no  share  in  it, 
for  their  wish  was  to  decrease  rather  than  to  in- 
crease the  business  of  the  court.  But  the  ease 
kad  been  decided  on  a  suit,  the  investigation  of 
whfeh  brought  before  the  court  all  the  circum- 
Muieca,  and  the  court  had  decided  that  payment 
of  a  bond  ffiren  for  the  purchase  of  a  part  of  this 
claim  could  not  be  withheld  on  the  ground  that 
the  ^tAm  was  not  fairly  acquired.  It  had  been 
tUeged,  and  t<  was  no  doubt  true,  that  ihe  irat 
pardmae  was  corrupt  and  fraudulent;  but  the 
claim  did  b<^  Mr.  W.  oontended.  now  rest  on  its 
er%iAal  merits ;  if  it  did,  he  should  be  as  decided- 
ly opposed  to  it  as  any  one.  Mr.  W.  then  quoted 
the  net  reaenriM  five  millions  of  acres  of  the 
land  etded  by  Georgia  to  the  United  States,  for 
the  parpose  oi  covering  such  claims,  evidently 
intending  the  claims  contemplated  by  this  act,  as 
shauM  he  brought  forward  hereafter,  and  entered 
inta  ao  inveatigatton  of  its  object,  and  the  motives 
of  iftwae  who  advocated  it.  He  adverted  to  the 
elaaMr  by  which  this  subject  had  been  confused 
heretofore,  and  to  tbe  typographical  denuncia- 
tions which  condemned  many  a  man  unjustly, 
without  meeting  him  fairly  on  his  motives.  He 
said  he  should  not  go  back  to  consider  tbe  origi- 
nal question  of  the  validity  of  this  claim,  which, 
however,  had  been  established  by  tbe  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  because  the  commissioners 
h$d  determined  that  if  these  persons  would  ac- 
cept of  five  millions  of  aetes  in  lieu  of  their 


claim,  they  should  have  it.  The  claim,  how* 
evet,  was  one  which  every  judiciary  in  the  world 
would  declare  perfect;  and  would  not  any  one 
be  deemed  a  madman,  after  a  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  against  hioK  who  would  refuse 
to  receive  a  relinquishment  of  the  claim  adjudged 
against  him,  when  he  could  obtain  it  for  a  tenth 
part  of  its  amount  ?  The  former  rejection  of  a 
bill  of  the, same  nature  as  this,  Mr.  W.  said,  was 
owing  to  out-of-door  olampr,  and  the  denuncia- 
tions be  had  before  referred  to,  which  had  caused 
it  to  be  rejected  without  a  consideration  of  the 
merits  of  the  question.  The  geographical  po- 
sition of  the  claimants  of  this  land,  he  further 
said,  ought  to  induce  the  House  not  now  to  reject 
it  again  without  due  consideration.  There  never 
was  a  case  so  surrounded  with  authority  as  was 
the  compromise  embraced  in  the  bill  new  before 
the  House.  A  Secretary  of  State,  (now  Presi- 
dent,) a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  an  At- 
torney General,  on  behalf  of  the  (ieneral  Gov- 
ernment, and  three  Representatives  from  Georgia, 
on  behalf  of  that  State,  bad  combined  to  recom- 
mend it.  He  again  adfverted  to  the  advantages 
this  mode  of  settlement  offered  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  dwelt  on  it  at  some  length,  as  well  as 
on  the  sanctity  of  the  title  of  the  present  claim- 
ants under  tbe  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
against  whose  awards  he  hoped  never  to  see  the 
bayonet  employed.  He  feared  not  to  advocate 
this  bill  on  account  of  the  clamor  against  it.  Let 
justice  be  done  though  the  heavens  fall.  With 
the  views  of  the  case  he  had  talmi,  Mr.  W.  said 
he  was  prepared  to  let  the  bill  take  the  usual 
course  ci  all  bills  in  this  House,  and  therefore, 
was  against  rejection. 

After  the  interchange  of  a  few  further  remarks, 
in  a  low  tone  of  voice,  between  Mr.  Tboup  and 
Mr.  Wriuht— 

Mr.  Farrow,  of  SouthCarolina,  spoke  at  con- 
siderable length  against  the  bill.  We  shall  only 
attempt  a  recapitulation  of  the  principal  points 
of  his  speech.  He  stated  briefly  the  facts  of  the 
case.  If  the  first  act  of  Georgia  was  lawfVil  ahd 
proper,  no  subsequent  act  of  repeal  could  resctaH 
or  impair  contracts  under  it.  But  the  original 
act  was  void,  on  the  principle  that  any  deed  or 

frant  obtained  by  fraud  is  null ;  and  on  the  other 
and,  though  the  repealing  act  was  nugatory,  the 
honest  intention  of  the  Legislature  who  passed  it 
was  shown  by  the  idea  it  held  out  that  any  money 
paid  under  the  former  act  should  be  refunded  to 
the  claimants.  After  some  general  remarks  on 
the  nature  of  contracto  aad  conveyances,  he  ve- 
marked.  that  if  yon  ooaatitute  an  agent  vou  arte 
bound  by  his  acts  performed  under  authority; 
but  if  he  openly  and  wickedly  engage  in  a  fraud- 
ulent transaction  to  injure  you,  he  is  no  longer 
in  the  tje  of  the  law  your  agent ;  you  are  no  longer 
responsible  for  his  acts.  That  there  was  fraud 
in  this  case  was  beyond  question,  as  was  proved 
by  abundant  evidence,  some  of  which  Mr.  F. 
quoted.  It  had  been  said,  also,  that  the  preseat 
claimants  were  purchasers  without  notice,  and 
therefore  guiltless  of  the  frattd,aad  entitled  to  their 
claim.    Mr.  F.  denied  thatihey  were  purchasers 
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without  notice,  aod  cited  dates,  cireomstaDces, 
and  documents  to  show  that  they  were  not.  But 
it  had  been  said  the  CloTernment  was  pledged  on 
this  head.  If  that  were  a  fact,  Mr.  F.  said  it  was 
a  stubborn  one,  and  would  decide  his  yoce.  But 
the  Qofernment  was  not  pledged^  He  had  in 
Tain  looiced  for  any  act  pledging  them,  and  defied 
<  gentlemen  to  point  it  out  to  him.  Neither  (he 
compact  with  Georgia  nor  the  subsequent  acts  of 
Congress  contained  any  such  pledge.  As  to  this 
compromise  proposed^  how  did  Congress  knttw 
the  claimants  would  accept  it?  Would  it  not  be 
binding  on  the  .United  States  without  being  at 
all  obligatory  on  the  claimants  1  He  bdiered  it 
would ;  and  being  therefore  opposed  to  the  bill 
in  everj  point  of  view,  should  rote  to  reject  iu 

Mr.  Lattimobb,  of  Mississippi,  expressed  his 
admiration  of  the  zeal  of  the  gentleman  frotn 
Georgia,  but  could  not  thiok  it  correctly  applied. 
What  would  be  the  consequence  of  the  defeat  of 
this  compromise  ?    Did  gentlemen  mean  to  pub- 
kf h  those  who  were  guilty  for  the  fraud  commit- 
ted in  this  transaction  ?    ff  they  dki,  they  would 
miss  their  aim.    They  bad  almost  untversalW  sold 
out  their  claims  to  second  persons.    The  original 
purchasers  were  generally  persons  who  had  sus- 
tained a  good,  reputation  and  all  that  distiootion 
in  life  which  wealth  is  calculated  to  excite.   Even 
if  thev  desired  to  punish  second  purchasers,  they 
would  miss  their  aim  $  for  thejr  were  abo  secure. 
The  Supreme  Court,  from  which  there  is  no  ap- 
peal, had  decided  the  briaciple  ia  faror  of  them. 
What  then  would  be  the  consequence  of  refusing 
to  compromise  these  claims?    The  people  of 
Mississippi  Territory,  who  lire  oo  the  land  em- 
braced by  these  claims,  will  suffer;  the  blow  will 
fall  on  the  devoted  heads  of  those  who  have  ac- 
quired rights  under  Spanish  and  American  grants, 
and  for  whom  no  reparation  is  provided.   I  have 
been  askad,  said  he,  what  part  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory  is  embraced  in  the  claim,  and  I  hare 
endeavored  to  inform  myself.    It  embraces  two- 
thirds  of  a  territory  four  hundred  miles  square. 
What  settlements  are  put  in  danger  ?    A  strip  of 
territory  extending  from  Tombigbee  to  the  Mis- 
aissippi  is  not  embraced ;  every  other  settlement, 
plantation,  and  house,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory 
IS  involved  and  in  danger.    The  ffentleman  from 
Georgia  says,  if  their  clato^  begooc^give  the  claim- 
ants the  whole  fifty  millions  of  acres,  and  say  no 
more  about  it.    Say  no  more  about  it  1    Are  the 
people  of  Mississippi  to  be  turned  from  their  homes, 
to  sustain  all  the  conaeqnenees,  and  no  reparation 
to  be  made  them  ?    As  to  this  project  of  a  com* 
promise,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  was  not  particularly  par- 
tial to  it,  though  he  had  reason  to  think  favorably 
of  it,  because  of  the  source  whence  it  had  emana- 
ted, and  because  it  was  the  only  one  that  had  ever 
been  proposed.    What  would  be  the  course,  he 
asked,  these  claims  would  take,  if  no  compromise 
took  place  ?    So  soon  as  there  should  be  a  court 
in  that  Territory  with  federal  jurisdiction,  an  ac- 
tion of  ejectment  would  be  brought.    He  had 
himself,  he  said,  before  now,  seen  the  bloody  con- 
•tquenees  of  an  action  of  ejectment  in  individual 
i;  and  what  would  they  be  when  a  whole 


community  of  twentjr  thousand  persons  were  to 
be  ejected,  evicted,  driven  from  pHoesession  ?  He 
did  not  speak  of  things  as  he  wished,  but  as  he 
apprehended;  and  he  called  upon  the  House  to 
protect  that  people  from  consequences  which  lie 
was  fearful  would  be  realized.  The  other  branch 
of  the  Legislature  had  performed  a  solemn  duty 
in  passing  this  bill,  and  it  now  rested  with  this 
House  to  preserve  the  rights  and  peace  of  the 
people  of  the  Territory  he  represented,  to  pveserTe 
<ihem  from  litigation  and  vexation,  from  distress, 
from  blood. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia;  produced  a  record  of  the 
date  of  purchases  of  the  present  ebumaata  to 
show  that  they  had  notice  of  this  most  fraudoleBt 
transaction  that  ever  <lisgraced  this  iiatioB.  He 
denied  the  power  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgta 
in  any  way  to  have  sold  the  land  in  question,  and 
called  on  gentlemen  to  point  it  out. 

Mr.  Ftax,  of  Vermoat^  spoke  decidedly  againat 
rejection.  He  acknowledsed  the  atrocity  of  the 
fraud  of  the  transaction ;  but  claims  had  ariaen 
under  4t,  on  which  some  decision,  ought  to  be 
speedily  made,  as  well  to  settle  the  course  of  pro- 
ceeding, as  to  put  an  end  to  the  feelings  it  cnated 
in  this  House.  Even  our  laws  on  general  attb- 
jeots  had^  features  in  them,  he  said,  produced  hj 
the  agitation  of  this  question,  wnieh  poateiitj 
would  always  regret.  Another  reason  for  decid- 
ing at  once,  and  solemnly  this  question  was,  that 
the  very  evidence  of  the  fraud,  which  no  paiaa 
had  been  taken  legally  to  perpetuate,  was  decajr- 
ing  and  wearing  out  of  existence,  and  in  a  few 
years  even  that  could  not  be  introduced  againat 
their  claims  in  a  court  of  justice*  The  propriety 
of  quietinf^  the  minds  of  settlers,  indeed  erery 
consideration,  concurred  to  require  an  immediate 
decision,  dtc. 

Mr.  iNOBBSOLL,  of  Pennsylvania,  profestinf 
himself  unprepared  to  decide  undersundingly  on 
this  very  interesting  question,  mored  to  lay  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  on  the  uble.  For 
the  mption  60,  against  it  81. 

This  motion  being  lost,  Mr.  L  moved  to  ad* 
journ,  which  motion  was  also  lost — yeas  6L 

Mr.  Grosvbnob,  of  New  York,  stated  that  he 
should  vote  againat  rejection,  because  it  was  an 
unusual  course ;  without  deciding  at  present  how 
he  should  finally  vote  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  FisK.  of  New  York,  made  neady  the  aaaae 
avowal ;  adding  that  he  thought  a  rejeetion  of  the 
bill  would  not  be  respectful  to  the  other  braaeh 
of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  IkobbbolLj  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  waa 
placed  in  such  a  situation  now  that  he  must  vote 
against  the  bill ;  for  doing  whioh  he  would  aaai^iB 
but  one  reason-^hat  whatever  were  the  nertts 
of  the  controversy  ia  relation  to  these  claims,  thia 
bill  was  not  calculated  to  settle  it. 

The  question  was  about  to  be  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays ;  and 

Mr.  Oaklbt.  of  New  York,  rose,  and  was  pro- 
ceeding to  explain  at  length  the  reason  why  he 
should  vote  acaiastthe  rejection ;  when,  oa  bk>- 
tion  of  Mr.  Wbiobt.  and  with  coBseat  of  Mr.  O. 
to  the  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1853 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


1854 


Maich,  1814. 


Yazoo  Claims. 


H.  OF  R. 


WbdnebdaYj  March  9. 
Theeogrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Sands; 
the  engrossed  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  the  land 
titles  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  the  Missouri 
Territory ;  and  the  engrossed  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Qovernment  during 
the  year  1814,  were  sererally  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

YAZOO  CliAIMB. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business,  being  a  motion  to  reject  the 
bill  for  indemnifying  certain  claimants  to  land 
is  ttfe  Mississippi  Territory. 

Mr.  OiKi^BT  rose  and  obsenred  that  he  had 
yesterday  remarked  to  the  House  that  it  was 
with  rdttctanee  that  he  should  enter  into  an  ex- 
aminatioD  of  the  subject  at  the  bresent  stage  of 
the  discussion,  and  he  was  still  of  the  same  opin- 
ion. He  did  not  flatter  himself  that  he  could 
nuike  an  impression  on  the  mind  of  any  gentle- 
man ia  the  House ;  and  feeling  satisfied  that  a 
najoriiT  of  the  House  Would  not  be  disposed  to 
rqcet  the  bill  at  once,  which  had  the  sanction  of 
a  Tcry  la^e  majority  of  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislatiire,  and  feeling  no  disposition  to  inter* 
fere  with  the  passage  of  other  bills,  particularly 
the  appropriation  bill  which  was  on  the  table, 
he  lidt  a  disposition  on  his  part  to  let  the  ques- 
tioB  be  taken  without  delay.  He  would  merely 
Tttnrk  in  reply  to  those  who  objected  to  the  bill, 
00  the  ground  that  it  dhl  tiot  settle  the  contro- 
Tersy,  tnat  that  was  no  reason  for  its  rejection, 
bceansa  the  bill  mi^  be  amended,  either  in 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  or  by  a  reference  to 
a  select  committee.  He  hoped  that  gentlemen 
who  were  ia  fayor  of  the  principle,  but  who  ob- 
jected to  the  details  of  the  bill,  would  let  it  go  to 
a  committee,  where  amendments  might  be  made. 
h  rdation  to  one  important  fact  relied  on  by  the 
centlemen  from  Geonria  and  South  Carolina, 
(Messrs.  Tboup  and  Farrow,)  with  respect  to 
the  claimanrts  baring  notice  of  the  fraud,  he 
wovld  say  a  few  words.    It  was  said  that  Gene 


>  Congress,  or  as  it 


xal  WA0BiifQTOif'8  Message  to  ^./ugi^.<r. 
has  been  c^ed,  his  proclamation,  gave  tnem  no- 
tice ;  by  a  recurrence  to  the  Message,  it  will  be 
seen  that  it  is  inapplicable.  In  the  first  placie  it 
does  not  appear  that  it  was  made  pnblfc,  but  even 
had  it  been,  it  was  known  that  the  United  States 
did  not  admit  the  right  of  the  land  to  be  in  the 
Slate  of  Georgia  5  it  was  known  that  a  contro- 
reny  existed  on  the  subject.  What  says  the 
Message  itself?  "  That  the  lands  sold  were  with- 
in the  territorial  limits  claimed  by  the  State  of 
Geecfta."  General  WAeHiiiaTON  ha?ing  re« 
eeived  those  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  Georeia, 
by  which  the  lands  in  controrersy  were  sold  to 
individoah,  Tcry  properly  communicated  them 
to  Congress.  He  would  ask  if  any  human  being 
who  was  acquainted  with  these  circumstances 
•oaJd  hare  beliered  at  the  time  that  General 
WaasiifOTON  meant  to  give  notice  of  the  fraud 
practised  in  the  sale.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  on  the  subject  of  notice,  observed,  that 
although  this  was  eonclusive,  yet  there  was  ano- 


ther circumstance  still  more  conclusive,  and  that 
was  the  deeds  themselves,  which  stipulated  that 
the  grantors  should  not,  if  the  State  of  Georgia 
had  no  title,  be  obliged  to  refund  the  purchase 
money.  If  the  gentleman  would  recur  to  the 
historical  facts,  he  would  recollect  that  the  Span- 
ish (Government  at  that  time  was  in  possession  of 
a  large  part  of  the  land,  and  that  the  United 
States  had  a  claim  to  it ;  the  purchasers  were 
willing  to  purchase  the  title  of  the  State  of  Geor^ 
gia,  and  to  run  the  risk  of  other  claimants.  It 
was  purchased  by  the  original  grantors  on  specu- 
lation, and  sold  in  the  same  manner ;  of  course 
they  would  not  warrant  the  title ;  if  they  war- 
ranted the  title  there  could  be  no  inducement  for 
them  to  sell  it  at  less  than  the  real  value.  The 
clause  stating  that  iti  the  event  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  having  no  title,  the  sellers  would  not 
refund,  was  only  inserted  by  way  of  greater  cau- 
tion J  it  was  in  order  to  avoid  any  dispute.  He 
had  intimated  his  determination,  at  this  time,  to 
let  the  question  be  taken,  but  he  flattered  himself 
that  if  the  House  would  hereafter  give  him  an 
opportunity  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  bill  he 
would  show  that  the  claimants  had  a  legal  right 
to  the  lands ;  and,  admitting  that  they  had  not, 
that  there  were  many  considerations  01  the  most 
imperious  nature  which  would  justify  a  compro- 
mise with  them. 

Mr.  Wright^  of  Maryland,  made  a  few  obser- 
vations on  the  great  importance  of  this  subject, 
and  the  imposing  authorities  by  which  the  rec- 
ommendation of  a  compromise  is  surrounded. 
Under  such  circumstances,  and  the  pledge  which 
he  contended  had  been  ^iven  by  the  Government 
to  compromise  the  claim  as  now  proposed,  he 
hoped  the  bill  would  not  be  rejected,  6cc, 

Mr.  Taoup,  of  Georgia,  replied  to  the  latter 
argument,  and  denied  that  any  pledge  in  this 
respect  had  been  given  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  rose  to  remark 
only  upon  one, argument  which  had  been  used  in 
the  discussion  upon  this  question— 4hat  the  pres- 
ent claimants  had  notice  before  purchase  or  the 
fraud.  He  said  the  subject  had  come  before  the 
judicial  tribunals  in  Connecticut,  where  many  of 
the  purchasers  resided,  and  it  had  been  incontro- 
vertibly  proved  that  the  first  purchasers  under 
the  act  were  totally  ignorant  of  the  fraud.  The 
purchase,  he  said,  was  divided  into  shares,  called 
scrip,  like  bank  stock,  and  passed  by  delivery, 
entitling  the  holder  to  such  quantities  of  land  as 
were  therein  named.  He  well  knew  some  of 
the  original  grantees  who  were  there  selling  the 
scrip  or  stock,  and  it  was  represented  that  no 
fraud  had  uken  place. 

Mr.  MuRPRBE,  of  North  Carolina,  observed 
that  this  subject  was  acknowledged  to  be  of  great 
importance,  afiecting  the  claims  of  a  larse  body 
of  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  and  he  therefore 
trusted  it  would  not  be  hastily  decided.  He  was 
not  ceruin,  he  said,  that  he  should  vote  for  the 
compromise  at  all,  because,  in  the  first  place,  he 
did  not  know  that  the  agents  of  the  company 
were  authorized  to  accept  it }  and  secondly,  be- 
cause he  believed  the  United  States  could  tnake 
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a  Vetter  btigaio  with  them.  But  for  the  par- 
pose  of  euminiiig  these  poiats,  and  of  further 
lAvestiflitioD,  he  trusted  the  bill  would  not  be 
rejected,  but  sultered  to  take  the  usual  cot^rse. 
As  the  bill  at  present  stood,  he  said  he  «hould 
vote  against  its  passage,  but  he  was  not  willing 
to  preclude  discussion  and  amendment  by  pre- 
mature rejection. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  reject  th^  bi41, 
itras  decided  in  the  negative  by  the  following 
rote : 

YiAa — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Bsrd,  Barnett, 
BealH  Bowsn,  Brown,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  CaUumn, 
Gonard,  Crawford,  Cnthbert,  Davis  of  Penpi^lvania, 
Pcno^eUes,  Desha,  Eaile,  £ppes»  Evans,  Farrow, 
Fonrrth,  FjBsnklin,  Gholaon,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grif- 
fin, Grandj,  Hall,  Hawea,  Hnngerford,  Ingersoll,  Ing- 
)^am,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Lefierts, 
Ljle,  Hacon,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Nel- 
son, Newton,  Ormsby,  Piper,  Fleaaants,  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Roane,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Stanford^ 
Tannehill,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  and  Whitehill— 56. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Brecken* 
ridge,  Brigham,  Ctperton,  Champion,  CiUey,  Clark, 
Comstock;  Cooper,  Coz,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Daven- 
port, Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dewey,  JSly,  Findley, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Femey,  Gaston, 
Gedides,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanw,  Ha%,  Indng,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of 
New  YcAy  Kent  of  Maryland,  KUboain,  King  of 
Massachusetts,  King  of  NorHi  Carolina,  Jjaw,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  McKee,  Miller.  Moffitt, 
Montgomeiy,  Moselev,  Mtu^ree,  OaUey.  Patter,  Pick- 
ering, Pickens,  Pitku,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wil- 
Uam  Reed,  Ri<^,Ri^uixdson,  Ridgely,  Robertson,  Rug- 
sles,  Seybert,  Sherwood,  Sh^erd,  Skinner,  Sinilh  of 
New  Hampshire*  ^mith  of  iNew  York,  Smith  of  Vir- 
nois,  StooLton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  TaUmadge, 
Taylor,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White, 
Wilcox,  Williams,  mison  of  Massachusetts,  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  Wood,  Wright,  and  Yan- 
cey—92. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  tin^e  by  its 
title. 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York,  moved  to  refer  the 
bill  to  a  select  commiuee. 

This  motion j6»ve  rise  to  a  desultory  conversa- 
tion between  Messrs.  Ingersoll  of  Pennsylva- 
nia! Macon  of  North  Carolina.  Lattimobe  of 
Mississippi.  Stanford  of  Nortn  Carolina,  Mc* 
Keb  of  Kentucky,  Troup  of  Georgia,  and  Tan- 
CEY  of  North  Carolina,  as  to  the  propriety  of  re- 
ferring it  to  a  Committer  of  the  Whole,  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  and  the  Committee  of 
Public  Lands,  and  motions  for  these  several  ob- 
jects were  successively  rejected. 

I^he  motion  for  a  reference  to  a  select  com** 
mittee  prevailed  by  a  large  majority. 
'  Mr.  Grundy^  of  Tennessee,  then  rose  to  move 
the  adoption  oi  the  following  instruction  to  the 
select  committee. 

Euohedf  That  the  eommittee  appointed  on  the 
above  bill  be  instmoted  to  report  the  evidenoe  of  the 
anlhon^  vested  in  the  agent  now  attending  to  com- 
psmise,  the  claims  set  up  by  the  respective  claimants. 


Mr.  G.  said  that  as  a  majority  of  this  House 
appeared  to  be  of  opinion  with  the  Senate,  that 
a  compromise  could  and  ought  to  be  effected,  it 
was  a  great  object  that  any  law  passed  on  tnis 
subject  should  be  so  passed  as  to  be  efifectuaL 
That  it  might  be  effectual,  too  great  caution 
could  not  be  exercised  in  examining  the  author- 
ity under  which  thch^e  agents  acted.  Mr.  G.  said 
he  had  voted  to  reject  the  bill,  and  should  vote 
against  any  bill  wluch  might  oe  passed  on  the 
sttbjtet ;  but  if  such  an  act  were  to  pass^  he  was 
anxious  that  it  should  be  in  such  manner  as  should 
attain  the  views  of  its  advocates. 

Mr.  Stanforo,  of  North  Carolina,  trnsted,  a* 
the  sul^ect  was  referred  to  a  committee,  that 
they  would  be  instructed  to  mak^  a  derailed  ta- 
poit  on  the  meriu  of  this,  perhaps,  the  most  base 
and  abominable  claim  the  world  ever  kne^, 
whose  origin  .was  so  corrupt  and  revolting  to  the 
mind  of  every  honest  man.  Be,  therefore,  moved 
to  amend  the  resolution  so  as  to  reouire  the  com- 
mittee to  tnake  a^  '^  detailed  report.'' 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Oaklsy  as 
unnecessary  on  a  sjubject  so  fuliv  understood,  and 
so  frequenUy  reported  on  in  bota  branches  of  4he 
Legislature. 

^me  incidental  remarks  were  made  by  Mr* 
Nelson,  of  Virginia,  in  favor  of  printing  all  the 
documents  relatmg  to  this  claim,  of  which,  at* 
though  heretofore  printed,  he  had  been  enable  tfi 
find  a  copy  in  the  common  Library  of  the  House, 
and  he  believed  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a 
complete  copy,  nor  perhaps  the  whole  of  the 
originals,  in  the  possession  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
House.  , 

Mr.  JACxaov,  of  Virginia,  renaarked  that  these 
documents  ha4  1>^^  twice  or  thrice  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  House,  and  he  had  no  doubt  there 
were  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  within  reach 
of  the  members.  To  reprint  them  now  would 
require  a  loMer  t^ne  than  was  allowed  for  tlie 
duration  of  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Stanford  confirmed  the  statement  <4  the 
difficulty  in  obtaining  a  complete  copy  of  these 
documents^jmd  adverted  to  a  copy  once  belong- 
ing to  the  jflouse  out  of  which  some  interested 
Yazoo  claimant,  he  supposed,  (for  no  other  per- 
son would  think  of  doing  it)  bad  with  a  knife  cut 
all  those  leaves  of  the  book  which  contained  the 
important  evideiH^e  of  the  fraud  of  the  cransac* 
tion. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Stanford  to  anvBnd  thf 
motion  of  Mr.  Grundy  was  negatived.  For  the 
motion  53,  against  it  70. 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  to  mpv^ 
to  add  to  the  proposed  resolution  the  following 
amendment : 

'*  And  thst  the  committee  be  forther  instructed  to 
sscertain  and  report  to  the  House  the  amount  of  nsoney 
actually  paid  by  bona  fide  third  purdhasers  for  grants 
or  titles  mey  may  hold  under  the  original  grant." 

Mr.  L  said  his  object  was  to  ascertain  the  amount 
of  losses  for  which  these  third  purchasers  claimed 
indemnity.    He  took  it  for  granted,  that  Congreas      I 
would  not  return  more^lhah  the  principal  of  mo-      i 
ney  actually  paid  by  th^m  for  these  claims,  and      i 
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tlM  iaierest  wliere  it  was  eqniiaUjr  doe.  H«  was 
desirous  that  this  business,  whieh  began  in  an 
eooroious  scene  of  speculation,  should  not  also 
end  in  a  like  manner. 

Mr.  Oaklbt  questioned  the  practicability  of 
the  object,  to  which  he  had  no  other  objection, 
excefH  the  labor  with  which  he  thought  it  would 
unnecessarily  burden  the  committee. 

Mr.  Imosrsoll  modified  bis  motion  by  inserting 
therein  tbe  words  tf  fracUeoble^  and  thus  mod- 
ified, his  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STAiiroRO  objected  to  the  particularity  of 
the  motion  as  it  now  stood— referring  only  to  one 
meies  of  claim.  Now,  Mr.  Si  said,  that  was  not 
the  only  Yazoo  claim.  A  previous  act  had  been 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  selling  a 
Mrt  of  the  TeryTand  embraced  in  this  claim. 
That  was  also  a  x  azoo  purchase,  and  ought  to  be 
embraced  in  the  inquiry.  Mr.  S.  did  not,  how- 
efer,  make  any  motion  on  that  head. 

Mr.  Hali.,  of  Greorgia,  said  that  it  wonfld  be 
recollected  that  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  had 
passed  an  act  subsequent  to  the  grant  of  tbe  ori- 
ginal grantees  authoriariBg  the  withdrawal  by 
them  of  tba  money  which  they  had  paid  into  the 
tieasanr  of  Georgia,  under  which  $310,000  «f 
the  moaef  had  been  actually  withdrawn.  With 
a  tefofeaee  to  tlus  fact,  he  moved  to  amend  the 
retolation,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  words : 

**Aks,  from  which  of  the  anginal  eompaniss  the 
pieaeat  cbinMBts  derife  title,  and  the  amount  of  money 
wykdamm  by  any  of  the  original  grantees,  or  their 
•gfBt  m  agWKtBy  liom  the  treaaoiy  of  OeorgiA." 

This  motion  was  further  modified,  on  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  Stanvord,  by  addins  the  words, 
^fiereoffi»  claiming  under  thenij  after  the  word 


Mr.  Wbioht  remarked,  that  gentlemen  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  earring  out  for  the  commit- 
tee more  work  than  they  could  possibly  go  through 
during  this  session.  lie  could  not  but  think  tie 
intention  was  to  delay  the  business,  so  as  to  defeat 
indireedy  an  object  which  the  Houae  had  directly 
determined  should  be  acted  on  during  the  pres- 
esf  session.  Hcf  oooeluded  by  moriuff  that  the 
iceolatioaaad  amendments  be  laid  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  negatired. 

Mr.  Oaklct  objected  to  Mr.  Haul's  motion, 
becauae  tbe  facts  required  to  be  ascertained  could 
have  no  inflnence  in  the  deoision  on  tbe  question 
of  a  aempromise  of  the  claims  now  before  the 
Ho«8e.becaiise  they  abquired  all  the  title  they  pos- 
seaaed  between  tbe  passage  of  the  first  act  by  the 
LcfttJature  of  Georgia  in  January,  1795,  and  tbe 
nasaiiigr  of  the  rescinding  act  in  February,  1796. 
wder  the  latter  act  it  was  that  the  grantee 
bad  gone  in  and  withdrawn  the  purobase-money 
firoA  the  Treasury  of  Georgia,  after  (hey  had 
transferred  their  claims  to  (Hher  hands.  Tbey 
had  thns  committed  a  second  fraud,  which,  how- 
ever base  and  unjustifiable,  did  notajfiect  the  titles 
of  those  who  purchased  from  them  in  the  inter- 
BMdiaie  time.  The  bill  contained  a  provision 
that  the  United  States  might  sue  for  and  recover 
from  these  persons  the  money  thus  withdrawn ; 
bnt  the  facts  required-^which  it  might  be  difll« 
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cult  to  asoertain—- had  no  bearing  on  the  qoestioa 
belbre  the  House,  and  he  was  therefore  opposed 
■tO'tbe  proposed  amendment. 

After  some  further  conversation  between  Mk 
Alston  of  North  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Wright  and 
Mr.  Barnett  of  Georgia— the  latter  of  whom 
expressed  his  opinion  that  an  inquiry  into  thia 
subject  would  unfold  some  curious  circumstances 
not  generally  known^  respecting  the  withdrawal 
of  this  money  from  the  treasury  of  Georgia — 
Mr.  Hall's  amendment  was  agreed  to;  the  first 
clause  of  it  without  opposition,  and  the  latter 
clause  by  a  vote,  by  yeas  and  nays,  of  71  to  69,  as 
follows : 

Ybas— lfe«m.  Alexander,  Alston,  Bard,  Bamatl, 
B«all,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Caldwell  Cenanib 
Crawfcrd,  Cieighftm«  Crouch,  Davis  ai  Peimsylyania, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Dnvall,  Earie,  ^2?^  Brans,  Fal- 
low, Fotoey,  Fon^th,  Fraaklin,  Quton,  GholsMib 
Goodwjtk,46onrdin,  CMiSin,  Hall,  Haztis^Hawes,  Brmf 
gerferd,  IngersoU,  bigfaao^  Johnson  of  ViigtiBa,  Kea* 
nedy,  KeiT,  Kconhaw,  King  of  N.  Qaielina,  Lowndes^ 
Lyle,  Maeon,  MeCe^,  MeKioi,  McLesii«  Moore,  Hut* 
free*  Nelion,  Newton^  Orrosby,  Pi^ens,  Pipor,  Pleaa- 
ants,  Rsa  of  Pann^lvania,  Ringgold,  Roane^  fisge, 
Segrbert,  Smith  of  PeBnaylvania,  Bmi^  of  Virgi&ia» 
Stanford,  Strong,  Tannehill*  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup, 
(Jdree,  WhitehiU,  Wileoo  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yan- 

Natb — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massadinsetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbary,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton, 
Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Cooper,  Coz,  Cnlpeper,  Da* 
venport,  Davis  of  Masaaohusetts,  Dewey,  Ely,  Fisk  of 
New  York,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hnfty,  Irving, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jadtson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of 
N.  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kilbonrn,  King  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  McKee,  Mil- 
ler, Moffit,  Moeeley,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rich,  Richard- 
son, Ridgely,  Rngglcs,  Sherwood,  Shipherdy  Skinner, 
Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stock- 
ton, Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson, 
Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  White,  Wil- 
cox, Williams,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  and 
Wright— 69. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  adoption 
of  tbe  whole  resolution,  as  amended,  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

Eesoloed,  That  the  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  in- 
demnification of  eertain  daimaats  to  lands  in  the  Mi^ 
sisaippi  Tenritory,"  be  instructed  to  r^K>rt  the  evidence 
of  tbe  authority  vested  in  the  agents  now  attending  to 
compromise  the  dahns  set  np  by  the  rei{Mctive  claim- 
ants ;  and  that  the  committee  be  further  instructed  to 
ascertain,  if  practicable,  and  report  to  the  House,  the 
amount  of  money  actually  paid  by  bonajtde  third  pur^ 
chasers  for  grants  or  titles  they  may  hold  under  the 
original  grant ;  also,  from  which  of  the  original  compa- 
nies tbe  present  claimants  derive  title,  and  the  amount 
of  money  withdrawn  by  any  of  the  original  grantees, 
or  persons  claiming  under  them,  or  their  agent  or 
agents,  from  the  treasury  of  Georgia : 

And  the  same  was  agreed  to.  For  agreeing  to 
it  73,  against  it  65,  as  lollows : 

Yias— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Bard,  Barnatt, 
Boall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Comstoefc, 
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Conard,  Grawfi^rd*  Creighton,  Crouch,  'B9!m  of  Penn- 
•▼iTania,  DenojeUet,  Dedia,  DuTall,  Eppes,  Evans, 
FaiTOW>  Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Good- 
wyn,  Goordin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes, 
Hungerford,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Kennedy^  Kerr^  Kershaw,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  Maoon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich, 
Ringgold,  Roane,  Sage,  Seybert,  Smith  of  PennsyWa- 
nia,  Smith  of  Vu-ginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Whitchill,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey — 73. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbuiy,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Champion, 
Cilley,  Clark,  Cooper,  Coz,  CulpMwr,  Davenport,  Davis 
of  Massachusetts,  Dewey,  Ely,  Findley,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hufty,  Irving, 
lackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kent  of 
New  York,  Kilboum,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Markeli,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Moseley,  Oak- 
ley, Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wjl- 
Uam  Reed,  Richardson,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sherwood, 
Sh^erd,  Smith  of  New  Hampdiire,  Smith  of  New 
Yoric,  Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,'TaUmadge, 
Thompsott,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Webster, 
White,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
Winter,  and  Wright— 65. 


Thursday,  March  10. 

The  Hoase  resumed  the  consideratioD  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  on  the  con- 
tested election  of  Thomas  K.  Harris,  a  member 
from  Teonessee;  and  after  a  speech  of  some 
length  from  Mr.  Kennedy,  of  North  Carolina,  on 
•some  ConsHtutional  points  involved  in  it,  the 
qaestion  was  taken  on  the  report,  and  Mr.  Har- 
ris waii  confirmed  in  bis  seat  by  a  large  majority. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Cheever  passed 
througfh  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and,  after 
some  debate,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  payment  for  private 
property  destroyed  by  the  enemy  whilst  in  the 
public  ser?iee,  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
Che  Whole,  and,  after  much  discassiop  and  se?- 
eral  material  amendments,  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

COPPER  CURRENCY. 
Mr.  Seybert,  of  FennsyWania,  said  he  was 
about  to  oiSer  a  resolution  for  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  the  propriety  of  which  had  been 
suggested  by  several  eentlemen.  Letters  have 
been  received,  in  which  it  is  stated,  that  many 
persons  are  now  engaged  in  melting  the  copper 
coins  of  the  United  States.  This  was  occasioned 
by  the  present  enhanced  price  of  copper.  Copper 
sheets  were  now  selling  at  from  sixty  to  seventy 
cents  per  pound.  Those  who  melted  the  cents 
coined  at  the  Mint  of  the  United  States,  would 
gain  from  twenty  to  thirty  per  cent.  These  pro- 
ceedinj^s,  he  bad  been  told,  bad  already  occasioned 
much  inconvenience  in  some  situations  in  the 
United  States,  and  it  was  apprehended  it  would 
iDjare  those  who  were  least  able  to  suffer.    To 


some  the  amount  might  seem  inconsiderable  and 
unworthy  of  legislative  interposition.  But,  by 
the  report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  it  appneara 
that  the  copper  coined  in  the  year 

1810  amounted  to       -       -       $15,660 

1811  «  "         -        -  2,495 

1812  "         «         .        -  10,755 

1813  "         «         -        -  4,180 

Making  a  total  for  4  years  of  $33,090 
Or  an  average  of  $8,272  per  annum,  wnich,  for 
the  last  twenty  years,  would  be  $165,440.  A 
much  greater  amount  of  these  coins  must  now 
be  in  circulation ;  but  the  inducement  to  those 
who  had  already  commenced  to  melt  them,  moat 
be  sufficient  to  continue  their  operations,  and  thus 
injuriously  to  diminish  the  circulating  medium. 
His  resolution  was  in  the  following  words: 

"Resphed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  thie  expediency  of  altering  the  copper  coins  of  th* 
United  Sutes."* 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  rose  to  make  a  motion 
which  he  said  he  had  in  contemplation  ever  since 
he  examined  the  provisions  of  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  lor  the 
establishment  of  a  National  Bank.  WhateTer 
might  be  bis  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of  a 
bank  for  national  purposes,  he  did  not  know  that 
this  was  the  proper  moment  for  erecting  such  an 
institution,  because,  when  Congress  had  just  ao* 
tborized  the  sale  of  stock  tothe  amount  of  twenty- 
five  millions,  it  would  certainly  be  inexpedient  to 
create  a  demand  for  so  large  an  amount  of  other 
stock.  But,  if  it  was  expedient,  or  whenever  it 
shall  be,  every  one  who  had  read  the  bill  must 
perceive  that  a  bill  containing  such  provisioos 
would  not,  could  not  pass.  He  therefore  moved 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom  is 
referred  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  stockholders 
of  the  National  Bank,  be  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration thereof,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill 
to  establish  a  National  Bank,  with  provisions  for 
branches. 

Mr.  Sbtbbrt,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  was  op- 
posed to  this  motion.  He  thought  it  would  be 
highly  improper,  if  it  was  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee at  all,  to  refer  this  subiect  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, when  it  properly  belonged  to  the  standings 
committee,  to  which  was  referred  all  subjects  re- 
lating to  the  Ways  and  Means,  and  to  the  credit 
of  the  Government.  Mr.  S.  related  the  coarse 
this  subject  had  taken  during  this  session.  In 
the  first  instance,  it  had  been  introduced  into  the 
House  by  a  petition  from  the  citizens  of  New 
York,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  The  committee  had  reported 
that  in  their  opinion  it  was  not  Constitutional  to 
estsblish  branches  in  the  Stales.  It  was  now 
proposed  again  to  refer  this  question  to  a  com- 
mittee— for  what?  To  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  establishing  a  Bank  with  branches,  against 
which  so  pointed  a  report  had  already  been  made* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1861 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS^ 


1862 


Uamcb,  1814. 


Proceeding: 


H.  orRw 


What  could  the  ^eDtleman  promise  himself  from 
this  course?  Nothing  bat  defeat.  The  question 
was  one  of  coDsideraoIe  magnitude,  which  there 
was  during  this  session  no  time  to  in?estigate. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  had  been  and  should  be  opposed 
to  the  bill ;  and,  on  a  former  occasion,  several  of 
the  States  had  declared  their  opposition  to  such, 
a  proposition.  To  keep  the  question  before  the 
House,  would  do  an  iujury  to  the  nation,  in  regard 
to  its  public  stock.  There  were  men  here  who 
were  bighW  interested  in  the  fate  of  this  question, 
and  who,  qquu^  its  agitation,  would  doubtless 
dissuade  their  frieuds  from  embarking  in  the  loan. 
He  hoped  this  motion  would  not  prevail,  but  that 
the  bili  now  before  the  House  would  be  taken  up 
at  a  proper  time  and  heard  on  its  merits. 

Mr.  £pp£8,  of  Virjginia,  stated  the  course  this 
qaesiion  had  taken .  in  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  When  the  question  was  referred  to 
them  they  had  decided  agaiust  the  constitution* 
ality  of  the  measure  as  then  proposed ;  and,  as 
so  much  argument  had  heretofore  taken  place  on 
the  subject,  they  thought  it  would  be  better  now 
to  place  the  naked  question  before  the  House,  to 
enable  them  to  decide  in  the  first  instance  whether 
the  Constitution  did  vest  in  Congress  the  power 
to  establish  a  National  Bank.  This  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  but,  by  discharging 
that  Committee  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  report,  and  referring  it  back  to  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  with  particular  in- 
structions, the  House  had  waived  the  Constitu- 
tional question,  and  directed  an  inquirjr  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  a  Bank  within  the 
District  or  Columbia.  A  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee believed  it  would  be  expedient,  though  he 
himself  did  not  think  so,  and  did  not  agree  to  the 
report.  If  the  gentleman  was  disposed  to  try  the 
question  of  establishing  branches  to  the  Bank,  it 
would  be  easier  to  do  so  by  ingrafting  a  proposi- 
tion to  that  efiect  on  the  present  bill.  It  would 
be  better,  if  recommitted,  however,  that  the  bill 
should  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  and  not 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who  had 
already  expressed  their  opinion  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Fi8K  said  he  did  not  know  that  the  ques- 
tion could  be  acted  on  at  the  present  session,  but 
that  was  one  of  the  points  he  wished  to  be  in- 
quired into.  The  question  was  of  so  much  im- 
portance that  he  wished  it  to  be  examined  in  all 
Its  bearings;  and,  if  it  could  not  be  acted  on  at 
the  present  session,  that  the  public  opinion  on  it 
mif  ht  be  coocentrated  before  the  next.  The  agi- 
tation o(  this  question,  he  presumed,  would  not 
create  any  difficulty  in  procuring  the  loan,  when 
it  wu  recollected  that  every  Legislature  in  the 
Union  almost  was  i>rincipally  ensaged  during  its 
sessions  in  establishing  new  banks.  He  thought 
the  establishment  of  a  great  bank  would  rather 
have  a  tendency  to  check  the  extravaffant  issue 
of  paper,  and,  it  he  might  be  allowed  the  expres- 
sion, to  brioff  the  community  to  its  senses.  U 
had  been  said  that  though  the  incorporation  of  a 
National  Bank  was  unconstitutional,  yet  it  might 
be  established  in  this  District,  where  Congress 


possesses  exclusive  jurisdiction*  He  said  that  he 
should  be  alarmed  by  such  a  construction,  if  it 
were  to  prevail,  that  Congress  might  within  this 
District  do  the  most  unconstitutional  acu.  Such 
a  bank  was  certainly  not  necessary  for  the  use  of 
people  within  this  District.  To  establish  such  « 
bank  with  this  view  would  be  as  preposterous  as 
it  would  be  to  build  fifty  sail-of-tne-line,  under  a 
pretence  of  protecting  the  e\iy  by  sailing  along 
the  canal  which  Tuns  through  it.  There  was  in 
the  District  as  tnuch  natural  capacity  to  employ 
the  one  as  the  other.  In  regard  to  the  principle 
of  exclusive  legislation  in  the  District,  Congress 
had  decided  it  not  to  exist  in  the  extent  now  con« 
tended  for,  when  they  acquiesced  in  the  views  of 
the  President  in  putting  his  veto  to  the  bill  for 
incorporating  a  church  in  the  town  of  Alexan- 
dria, because  of  the  unconstitutional  connexion 
of  religion  with  the  powers  of  the  Clovernment. 
A  very  cursory  view  of  the  bili  now  before  tha 
House  would  show  that  it  was  not  intended  for 
the  use  of  the  ffood  pepple  within  the  District,  be* 
cause  so  few  of  the  directors  were  located  within 
it.  Mr.  F.  adverted  to  other  objectionable  featurea 
of  the  bill,  by  way  of  proving  that,  if  a  National 
Bank  was  necessary,  this  bill  was  not  calculated 
to  answer  the  object. 

Mr.  TATLoa,  of  New  York,  made  a  few  ob- 
servations on  the  propriety  of  acting  on  this  sub- 
ject speedily.  Though  he  had  reported  this  bill, 
it  was  not  a  favorite  project.  He  was  in  favor 
of  reporting  a  bill  with  very  difierdnt  provisions, 
but  a  majority  had  overruled  him,  and  decided 
that  it  was  not  Constitutional  to  establish  a  Bank 
with  branches. 

Mr.  Alston,  of  North  Carolina,  observed  that 
gentlemen  might  obtain  their  object  without  re- 
committing the  bill,  by  moving  a  resolution,  and 
obtaining  a  vote  thereon,  that  it  was  or  was  not 
expedient  to  establish  a  Bank  with  branches. 

The  question  was  uken  on  Mr.  Fisk's  motioUi 
and  decided  in  the  negative— >ayes  36. 

Friday,  Biarcb  11. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com* 
merce  and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  for  tha 
relief  of  Seth  Russell  ana  sons ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to-day. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  State,  during  the  continuance  of  the  present ' 
war,  to  naake  an  additional  allowance  to  the  own- 
ers and  masters  of  vessels  for  bringing  back  to  the 
United  States  destitute  and  distressed  American 
seamen  \  which  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppes  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Augustus  McKinnery  and  Laysel  Bancroft;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppes  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ar- 
thur Tappan.  John  Frothingham,  and  Etham 
Eaton ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 
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Mt.  EppBd  a(lso  made  a  report  on  the  resolution 
iDstmcting^  the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  increasing  the  compensation  allowed 
by  law  to  the  Commissioner  of  Loans  for  the 
State  of  Maryland ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Troup,  on  his  own  motion,  was  excused 
from  serving  on  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  from  the  Senate  "providing  for  the 
indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  public 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  and  Mr.  Jaok- 
floif,  of  Virginia,  was  appointed  on  the  said  com- 
mittee in  his  place. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Chee- 
Ter  (allowing  her  a  pension  of  $100  a  year  as 
a  gratuity  from  Congress  in  consideration  of  tbe 
distinguished  braVery  of  her  two  sons,  John  and 
Joseph  Cheeyer,  slain  on  board  the  frigate  Con- 
fftitution  in  her  engagement  with  the  Java)  Iras 
read  a  third  tim<^,  and  passed. 

The  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
(which  act  apportions  the  direct  tax  in  a  different 
fnanner  f^om  that  described  in  the  act  laying  the 
tax)  passed  through  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Tile  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  W.  Page  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  cargo 
of  the  Spanish  bris  Patriota  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Russell  and  sons 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole^  and 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ward,  of  Massachusetts, 

ReBolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judicial^ 
be  and  they  are  hereby  Instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  justieeand  expediency  of  increasing  the  salary 
of  the  District  Judge  for  the  District  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  that  they  hare  leave  to  report  bv 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Tbe  bill  confirming  certain  claims  to  lands  in 
the  Itlidois  Territory,  and  providing  for  their  loca- 
tioh,  nassed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  was  ordered  to  be  ehgrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  H^hry  iMalcom  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  and  Was  or- 
.  dered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Walkingion 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole^  and 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Macauley  and 
Samuel  Ralston  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading. 

*  The  House  spent  sdme  titee  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  incorporate  an  Insu- 
rance Company  in  Georgetown,  in  the  District  Of 
Cdtumbia;  the  Committee  reported  progress,  and 
Obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  Of 
Public  Lands  in  favor  of  Dennis  Clarke,  passed 


throofifh  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  

agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  referred  back  to  the 
committee  to  report  a  bill  accordingly. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the  Dis- 
trict Courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  Vir- 
ginia district,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  readibg. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Girard  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  or- 
dered to-be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 


Saturday,  March  12. 

Mr.  MooRB  presented  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Managers  of  the  Columbia  Turnpike 
Road,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  praying  permis- 
sion to  open  and  tdrnpike  a  road  from  George- 
town, in  the  District  or  Columbia,  to  the  line  of 
the  said  District,  so  as  to  intersect  the  Columbia 
Turnpike  Road.— Referred  to  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.Mt7RFREE,  from  the  committee  to  whom  ^vas 
referred  the  petitions  from  sundry  inhabitants  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  reported  a  bill  alt* 
thortzing  the  President  to  cause  certain  parts  of 
the  coast  of  the  United  States  to  be  surveyed  ; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Cona- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  Uext. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  tbe  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  directed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  revive,  and  continue  in  force,  «b 
act,  entitled  '*An  act,  to  revive,  and  continue  In 
force,  'An  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
certain  acts  of  the  States  of  Maryland  and  GeOs- 
gia.^  passed  on  the  20th  of  April,  ]8Q8. 

An  engrossed  bill  declaring  tbe  assent  of  Cota^ 
gress  to  an  act  of  tbe  State  of  Tennessee,  therein 
mentioned,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  providing  for  ceruin  claims 
to  land  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  providior 
for  their  location,  was  read  the  third  time,  mod 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Henry  Mal- 
colm was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  otGkorge  W«l- 
kington  was  read  the  third  time,  and  pas^. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Hft*- 
cauley  and  Samuel  Ralston  wias  read  the  third 
time,  aod  passed. 

An  engros^  bill  to  alter  tbe  time  for  holding 
the  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
Virginia  district,  Wfis  read  the  third  time,  «atd 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  W. 
Paffe  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  ofihe  owners  of 
the  cargo  of  the  brig  Patriota  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Russell 
and  sons  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stephen 
Girard  was  read  the  third  time,  and  nassed. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  or  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the  late 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


^M» 


BIST0B7  OF  C0ir€»B18a 


ISM 


KAACB,181i. 


Pntptmd  Bepegl  ^  the  fmbarg; 


H^opR. 


campaiga  on  tlie  Wabtah.  The  Oommiuee  rose 
aiMl  repocied  tiit  bill  wich  an  tmefidment,  which 
wai  coDCUrred  in  by  the  House,  and  Ihe  bill  as 
amanded  ordered  to  be  eagromd  for  a  third 
raadio^* 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  H.  Savaga  ipasaed 
Ibfoogh  a  Ooiomittee  of  the  Whole,  was  reported 
without  aaieDdoient,  aad  ordeted  to  be  eogroesed 
Ar  a  third  reading. 

On  naotioQ  of  Mr.  Bppbs,  of  Virginia,  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wh^^e  wa»  dischtrged  from  the 
eoBslderation  of  the  bill  relative  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  eoorts  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  and 
the  same  was  recommitted  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  and  the  amendments  reported  by  the 
aeleet  committee  thereto,  for  the  better  organizing, 
mying,  aiid  sqpplying,  of  the  Army  of  tiie  United 
Butes. 

Mr.  Tboup,  of  GreoTgia.  explained  in  a  partiet 
Ular  manner  the  pbjec^  of  the  bill ;  the  pMsage 
oC  which  he  nrged,  on  the  ground  generally  that 
it  WMiId  place  a  certain  part  of  the  Militaty  Rp- 
tablishmeat  apon  a  beuer  looting,  woald  ecoao^ 
mice  the  pabltc  resoorces^  and  supply  some  ma- 
Icnai  defaeu  which  at  present  existed  in  the  MiK- 
itary  BslablishiBent. 

The  bill  reoeired  Tarions  untmpoHant  amend- 
96ip1i,  which  were  reported  to  the  bouse  and 
eoBCiirred  in,  and  the  bill  and  amendments  order- 
ed Co  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  WhQle, 
<m  the  report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  on  the 
Mition  of  Robert  C.  Coehran.  Marshal  of  the 
district  of  South  Carolina,  whien  report  was  un- 
laTocaUa  to  the  petitioner. 

After  seme  explanations  from  Mr.  Ikoebsoll, 
of  PettaaylTania,  Chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
■Uttee,  aad  a  statement  of  facts  by  Mr.  Ghbtbs 
of  South  Carolina,  to  show  that  the  report  of  the 
Coounittee  ought  not  to  be  agreed  to— a  desultory 
proceeding  took  place  on  various  propositions 
mMde  with  a  view  to  reverse  the  report  of  the 
Committee,  and  extend  relief  to  the  petitioner^ 
Before  it  came  to  any  decision  on  the  report, 
the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again. 

MoNOAY,  March  U. 

Mr.  Wood  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habiianu  of  Thomastown,  in  the  Stata  of  Mas- 
aaohnattts,  praying  permiasioa  to  export  their  lime 
eoastwiae  to  other  towns  in  the  said  State.-^Re- 
fimed  to  the  CommiUee  of  F<Hneign  Relations. 

Mr.  Nbwton  presented  a  petition  of  John 
Thompson,  pcaying  payment  of  the  balance  of 
his  aceoont  for  laying  brick  on  the  fortifications 
at  Norfolk,  in  Virginia. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Wood,  from  the  select  committee  appoint- 
ed on  ihe  94th  nltimo,  reported  a  biU  granting 
Beasions  to  the  officers  and  seaaMB  servina  on 
(oaid  tharevenoa  onoera  in  certain  eaaes  i  which 


was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  CommiM^ 
of  the  Whole. 

An  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  who  served  in  the  late  campaign  on  tha 
Wabash,"  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Henry  Savage  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  Irom  the  Senate  ^^for  the  better  or- 
sanizing,  paying,  and  supplying,  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,''  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed  as  amended. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoosa 
that  the  ^nate  have  passed  the  bill  ^  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Miliiarjr 
fiSstablishment  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1814,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  aak  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

THE  EMBARGO. 

Mr.  GAaTOB,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  to  sabmit 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House  a  proposition 
which  he  deemed  of  vital  importance,  and  to 
which  he  had  been  desirous  for  several  days  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House,  but  had  not  been 
able  to  obtain  an  o|>portunfty.  It  was  a  ppo- 
position  somewhat  similar  to  that  offered  the 
other  dav  by  a  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Wbioht)  from  which,  however,  it  differed  in  two 
circumstances.  It  did  not  embrace  a  mere  pal* 
liati?e  for  the  afil,  bnt  a  radical  cnre:  it  did  not 
propose  an  inquiry  bj  any  oommittee  into  the 
expediency  of  a  certam  course,  but  it  reqatked  a 
deoifion  thereon  by  the  House.  In  other  woide, 
it  was  a  proposition  for  a  total  and  complete  aban* 
donment  of  therestrictive  system,  an  ahmdononat 
at  once  and  forever.  In  eonforoftify  to  the  prao^ 
tice  which  had  i^vaikd  nnder  the  rule  of  the 
former  Speaker,  and  which,  as  it  had  net  baaa 
revereed,  he  ahonld  consider  as  binding,  Mr.  €K 
said  he  should  reluctantly  abstain  from  arguing 
the  H^otion  he  was  aboot  to  propose,  and  confine 
himself  to  a  brief  statement  of  the  reasons  ao 
which  it  was  founded.  It  might  be  supposed  at 
first  a  little  strange  that  he  should  entertain  a 
hope  that  a  proposition  of  this  kind  should  recetva 
the  sanction  of  the  Housc^  when  it  had  so  shorta 
time  ago  naade  a  decision  in  £|vor  of  the  emba^pi, 
and  that  decision  had  been  supported  by  a  ao* 
ordinate  branch  of  the  Legislature.  But  there 
were  a  few  considerations  applicable  to  the  pree* 
ent  moment,  which  induced  the  hope  thai  tha 
House  might  dtmrt  from  the  syfteop.  U  w^ld 
be  recollected,  Mr.  G.  sai4>  Ihai  ihe  Qovernaifat 
was  now  about  con^mencing,  perhaps  had  already 
commenced,  iha  aollection  of  the  war  taxea  hn« 
po^ed  by  Congrasf  ai  their  last  session.  How  it 
might  be  in  other  narts  of  the  country,  he  oould 
not  Mty;  bnt  in  the  part  whence  be  came,  he 
could  aay  with  some  oonfidenoe,  that  unless  there 
should  be  a  departure  from  a  system  >rhich  dk^ 
prived  the  husbandman  of  a  market  for  the  pro- 
duce of  his  kbors,  these  taxes  would  bear  most 
oppressively  on  the  people.  It  was  of  importaace, 
too,  that  a  decision  should  be  proaouncid  on  this 
subject  withoqt  delay,  fromanother  eonsideratioft. 
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Speculations  are  already  afloat,  mtnors  circulated) 
and  hopes  indulged;  that  the  embargo  would  be 
removed.  If  such  a  thing  was  designed,  it  was 
necessary  that  the  design  should  be  effectuated 
without  delay,  that  all  p^ersons  interested  might 
be  permitted  to  dertre  fair  profits  from  the  trade 
which  would  be  thrown  open  on  the  removal  of 
the  embargo,  and  that  it  might  not  fkll  altogether 
into  the  hands  of  speculators.  It  was  important 
that  suspense  should  be  done  away,  and  that  those 
sensations  which  arise  from  a  rapid  succession  of 
hopes  and  fears,  should  be  lulled.  There  was 
another  consideration  which  had  weight  on  his 
mind.  Congress  had  authorized  by  law  ati  im- 
mense expenditure.  To  enable  the  Treasury  to 
meet  this  expenditure,  a  large  loan  had  become 
necessary,  ouch  was  the  pressure  on  our  mon- 
eyed institutions,  from  the  present  state  of  com- 
merce, as  induced  him  to  suppose  there  would  be 
a  most  serious  difficulty  in  obtaining  that  loan. 
If  the  consequence  would  be  felt  only  by  those 
through  whose  agency  the  present  state  of  things 
had  been  produced,  candor  required  of  him  to  say, 
that  he  should  benold  it  with  composure,  if  not 
with  complacency.  But  he  lookea  to  its  effects 
OB  the  character  of  the  nation,  and  on  its  public 
credit ;  and,  as  far  as  these  considerations  went, 
he  felt  as  lively  an  interest  in  the  success  of  the 
loan  as  any  gentleman  in  the  House.  One  more 
consideration  he  would  urge.  He  was  one  of 
those  who  thought  this  policy  always  erroneous, 
ambarrassing  to  the  finances,  oppressive  to  the 
•ommunity,  and  inefficient  as  re^rds  the  enemy. 
But  if  he  had  been  in  error  on  this  subject ;  if  the 
contrary  opinion  was  correct,  he  submitted  to 
gefttiemen  whether  the  period  had  not  passed  by 
when  an  important  advantage  could  be  expected 
to  be  derived  from  the  embargo  ?  Could  we,  he 
aaked,  expect  to  produce  the  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing provisions  for  the  armies  of  Spain  and  Portu* 
gal,  when  their  soil  was  no  longer  polluted  by  a 
hostile  foot  ?  That  we  could  occasion  difficulty 
to  Great  Britain  in  obtaining^  supplies  for  her 
navy,  when  all  the  granaries  in  the  world  were 
open  to  her?  Or  that  we  could  affect  her  man- 
ufactures by  prohibiting  their  importation,  when 
we  know,  that  with  all  their  exertions,  her  arti- 
sans can  scarcely  produce  a  sufficient  supply  to 
satisfy  the  present  demand  for  her  fabrics  from 
abroad?  With  these  considerations,  expressed 
in  lanffuage  somewhat  like  the  above,  Mr.  Q.  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolutions: 

Metohedf  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  the  act  lay- 
ing an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States. 

EeBohedt  That  it  is  expedient  to  repeal  so  much  as 
may  be  in  force  of  the  several  provisions  of  an  act  en- 
titled ''An  act  to  interdict  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  8tateB»  and  Great  Britain,  and 
France,  and  thenr  dependendee,  and  for  other  pur- 


EeMohtd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a  bill  or  bilk  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  resolntiona. 

The  question  was  stated  ^  Will  the  House  now 
TOOceed  to  consider  these  resolutions  V^  And  Mr. 
Uruhdt,  of  Tennesssee,  having  required  the  yens 


and  nays  thereon,  the  question  was  decided  in 
the  negative — for  consideration  58,  against  it  86, 
as  follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massadiusetts,  Bigdow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton» 
Champion,  CiUey,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cnlpeper,  Daven* 
port,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddea» 
Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hnngerford,  Jaduon  of  Rhode  bland» 
Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Lew, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  Miller,  Moffit,  Mont- 
gomery, Moseley,  Oakley,  Pitkin,  Post,  John  Reed, 
William  Reed,  Richardson,  Ridgely,  Ruggles,  8her^ 
wood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of 
New  York,  Stenford,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart, 
Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts^ 
Webster,  WhHe,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
Winter,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Bard, 
Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  BurweD, 
Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappcll,  Clark,  Conard,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Crouch,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Far- 
row Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fiek  of  New  Yoric, 
Forney,  Foriyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gour- 
din.  Griffin,  Urundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes, 
Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Vvginia,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentudnr,  Kennedy,  Keir, 
Kershaw,  Kmg  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes, 
Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim  McLane,  Moore,  Mni^ 
free,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pleasants,  Siea  of  PennsyWania,  Rhea  of  Tenneasee, 
Rich,  Roane,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Strong,  Taylor,  Tel£ur,  Troup,  Udree, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Williams,  Wright, 
and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  refused  now  to  consider  the  said 
resolutions. 

The  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certainpost roads 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
received  various  amendments,  after  considerable 
desultory  and  unimportant  debate  on  the  merits 
of  particular  roads,  d&o. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  the  amend- 
ments therein  made  were  agreed  to,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one;  and  other  amendments  being 
proposed,  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  March  15. 

Mr.  Inghaii,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  con- 
cerning invalid  pensioners;  which  was  read  twice^ 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  LowKDBs,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  eon* 
oerning  the  pay  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines, 
in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States.  [This  bill 
authorizes  the  President  to  ^x  the  pay  to  be 
allowed  to  the  petty  officers,  midshipmen,  and 
seamen,  and  that  the  President  be  authorized  to 
make  an  addition  not  exceeding  *—  per  cent,  to 
the  pay  of  those  enga^d  in  jMrticularlv  hard  and 
disadvantageous  service.]— Twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. ' 

Mr.  L.  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  i 
Samuel  Harnson  and  John  T.  Courtney,  prayinf^  ^ 
compensation  for  putting  oot  the  fife  which  the       i 
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•MBf  luid  pjit  to  the  Atp  id  Yeocomico  rirer  in 
ViraiDia,  wbicb  report,  reeommendiog  a  refereace 
of  Ibe  petitions  to  the  Secretar^r  of  the  Nayy,  was 
read  and  concurred  io. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  Military 
AfypropriatioD  Bill  were  passed  through  a  Com- 
nHtee  of  the  Whole,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  aUering  and  establishing  certain  post 
roads,  which,  after  further  discussion,  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  this  House  to  the  bill  **  in  ad- 
dition to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  allowing  a 
bounty  to  the  owners,  officers,  and  crews,  of  pri- 
Tate  armed  vessels  ot  the  United  States,"  with 
an  amendment;  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  House  agaii^  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  petition  of 
Robert  B.  Cochran;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  their 
amemeiit  to  the  resolution  therein  contained,  as 
fulows: 

Retolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
oujriil  not  to  be  granted. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House:  Wnen,  a 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lowndbb,  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  together 
with  the  resolution  contained  therein^  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  same  committee,  with  mstructions 
to  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  petitioner,  upon 
a  full  and  fair  disclosure  and  surrender  of  his 
estate  and  efiects.  And  the  question  being  taken 
thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative.  The 
question  was  then  taken  to  concur  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  in  their  agreement  in 
the  resolution  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  and  passed  in  the  affirmative. 

NAVAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  W.  Reeo,  of  Massachusetts,  called  up  a 
resolution  which  he  had  moved  some  weeks  aso, 
and  which  had  been  temporarily  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  Uble ;  and  the  House  agreed  now  to  con- 
sider said  resolution  in  the  following  words: 

Mnokedt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
vfaedicr  tiij»  and,  tf  any,  what  means  of  letrenchment 
and  eooaeny  of  reform  in  the  general  management, 
and  of  eztoadon  and  efficiency  in  the  Naval  Estab- 
Ibteeat,  m^  be  practicable  ai^  expedient;  and  thai 
tfMy  have  power  to  send  fn  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  R.  explained  the  grounds  of  his  motion  as 
lie  had  before  stated  them:  the  multiplicity  of 
duties  attached  to  the  Head  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, and  the  want  of  accountability  in  the  vari- 
ous braaches. 

Mr.  LowNDBS,  of  South  Carolina,  acknowl- 
edged that  benefit  might  result  from  the  adoption 
o/ihe  motion^  Ae. 

Mr.  IiiOBAM,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  amend 
the  oiotioa  so  as  to  refer  the  inouiry  to  the  Naval 
C«fB«Bittee:  which  motion,  after  objections  by 


Mr.  Lowndes,  was  negatived,  and  Mr.  Reed's 
motion  was  agreed  to:  and  Messrs.  W.  Reed, 
Lowndes,  Rioqelt,  Webster,  Wood,  Sbtbert, 
and  Irving,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

CLAIM  OF  BEAUMARC9AIS. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  committee  to  whonk: 
was  referred  the  petition  of  J.  A.  Chevallie, 
agent  for  Amelie  Eugenie  de  Beaumarchais,  made 
a  report;  whicb  was  read,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  report  is  as 
follows: 

That  the  ctrcnmstances  under  which  shipments  of 
goods  and  advances  of  money  to  the  United  States  were 
made  by  Mr.  de  Beanmarchais,  daring  our  Revolution^ 
were  such  as  necessarily  produced  much  difficulty  in 
the  settlement  of  his  accounts.  There  was  no  con- 
tract by  which  the  obligations  and  rights  of  the  two' 
parties  were  defined ;  and  it  appears,  firOm  many  let- 
ters of  Pr.  Franklin  and  of  Artiiur  Lee,  that  both  these 
gentlemen  considered  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais  as  supplied 
with  funds  by  the  French  Government,  to  encourage 
the  resistance  of  America,  and  to  give  to  this  political, 
transaction  the  appearance  of  a  mercantile  speculation.' 
Mr.  Lee  represents  Mr.de  Beaumarchais  when  first  intro* 
duced  to  lum,  as  declaring  that  he  was  authorised  by 
the  French  Government  to  offi^r  200,000  louis  for  tfaie 
use  of  the  revolted  colonies.  In  a  letter,  signed  by  B. 
Franklin,  Arthur  Lee,  and  Silas  Deane,  they  express  the* 
wid&  that  Mr.  D.  Beanmarchais's  accounts  might  be 
left  to  them  for  settlement,  "  as  there  was  a  mizlur* 
of  publio  and  private  concerns,  which  Congress  could 
not  SO  well  develop."  Letters  from  Mr.  Girard,  « 
former  Minister  from  France  to  the  United  Statesr 
written  in  support  of  the  claim  of  Mr.  de  Beaumardiais^ 
States,  "  that  only  military  stores  were  advanced  to 
him  by  the  French  Government  for  the  United  States^ 
which  he  was  to  return  to  the  royal  arsenals ;"  and 
Mr.  de  Y ergennes  says  that,  <*  for  the  payment  oS  the 
military  stores  the  Government"  of  this  country  <'i^nld 
not  be  pressed."  In  these  letters,  indeed,  as  in  those 
of  Mr.  Turreau  since,  all  connexion  on  the  part  of  the 
French  Government  with  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais*s  spec- 
ulations is  denied,  and  the  transaction  represented  as 
a  mere  commercial  adventure.  Yet  it  could  not  have 
been  meant  that  the  Government  of  France  did  not 
famish  a  part  of  the  cargoes ;  for  this  is  proved  bv  the 
sUtement  of  Dr.  Franklin,  of  Mr.  Girard,  and  of  Mr. 
de  Yergennes  himselfl  It  could  not  have  been  meant, 
that  the  Government  of  France  had  not  some  power 
over  the  debt,  which  the  delivery  of  these  stores  pm* 
duced ;  for  Mr.  de  Yergennes  himself  promises  that 
for  this  onr  Government  should  not  be  pressed.  It 
could  have  been  intended  only  to  say  that  the  Frendi 
Government  was  to  have  no  profit  from  the  transac- 
tion ;  and  this  may  readily  be  admitted. 

The  committee  have  adverted  to  this  apparent  **  mixf 
tnre  of  public  and  private  concerns,"  in  the  sntjecta 
of  Mr.  de  Beanmarchais's  accounts,  for  the  purpose  of 
explaining  that  delay  in  their  liquidation,  which  could 
not  otherwise  be  reconciled  to  the  habitual  fidelity  of 
this  Government  to  all  its  engagements.  The  princi- 
ples on  which  those  accounts  were  finally  settled  at 
the  Comptroller's  office,  in  1805,  are  fully  explained 
and  supported  by  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  of  the  10th  of  March,  1806,  which  the  conmiit^ 
tee  to  which  the  same  business  is  now  referred)  beg 
to  be  allowed  to  adopt  as  a  part  of  this  report.  The 
baknce  which,  under  that  settlement,  appMred  doe  t^ 
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the  ei tate  of  Mr.  de  Beaumarcfaau  was  |>aid  to  the  me- 
niorialiit  m  1806.  This  committee  haTe  not  minutely 
examined  the  diargea  broughlt  bj  Mr.  de  Beanmar- 
chaia  against  the  United  States,  because  th^  naTe 
been  settlbd  at  the  Treasury,  on  principles  which  the 
memorialist  doet  not  indeed  represent  nimself  as  ap- 
profing,  but  to  which  he  seems  disposed  to  ficquiesce. 
The  only  question  relating  to  the  account,  which  it 

riacs  necessary ,  to  bring  distinctly  to  the  view  of 
House,  refers  to  a  million  of  livres,  which,  at  the 
Treasury,  have  been  considered  as  paid  in  1776,  by 
the  French  Government,  to  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais,  for 
Ibejiervice  of  the  United  States,  and  for  which  credit 
has  been  accordingly  taken*  This  question  is  so  fully 
explained,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  so 
justly  decided,  in  the  letter  of  the  former  Secretary  of 
l)ie  Treasury,  (Mr.  Gallatin,)  included  in  the  report 
before  referred  to,  that  they  will  add  a  very  few  obser^ 
vations  to  the  perspicuous  statement  which  it  contains. 
ii  the  opinion  expressed  in  that  letter  be  correet,  the 
just  claim  of  the  heiress  of  Caron  de  Beaumarchais  has 
lieeu  fUUy  satisfied. 

With  respect  to  the  claim  of  the  United  Slates  to 
this  credit  of  a  million,  (which  is  denied  by  the  memo- 
nalist,)  the  committee  submit  to  the  House  that  it  must 
be  supposed  either — 

!l.  Thai  this  million  was  paid  to  Mr.  de  Beaumar- 
dttts,  for  tiie  uie  of  the  United  Stales,  to  which  he  was 
botaBd  to  aceeant  fer  its  ez^peuditure ;  or, 

8.  That  this  miUi^u  was  not  paid  to  Mr.  tte  BeM- 
IMiilishi.  for  the  use  of  the  United  Stales ;  oi^ 

%4  Tfaiife,  if  it  were  paid  lor  the  oee  of  the  United 
fltalsa,  it  waa  expanded  on  *«  objects  of  secret  politieal 
^•fvke^"  eeimeded  with  the  interests  of  the  United 
QtaMii  b«i  diflbreat  team  the  auppliea  which  are  charged 
THk  Mr.  de  Beaumarchaia's  aooounts ;  that  it  was  satia- 
fiMtorfly  aoconnted  lor  to  the  FseAoh  Government; 
tei  that  it  was  to  that  Oovemrnent  oaly  that  he  wfta 
kotind  to  aocoo&t. 

1.  On  the  first  auppositidii  ^ere  can  exist  no  daim, 
«ft  the  part  of  the  estate  of  Mr.  de  Beaumaithaia, 
i^gainst  ^e  United  States,  and  it  Is  tlierefore  Only  no*, 
eeasanr  to  examine  the  ethers.    It  may  be  smpoaed-^ 

9.  That  this  million  was  not  paid  to  Mr.  de  Beau- 
ttirehus  for  the  use  of  the  United  States.  Thfts  sttp- 
mntion  is  contradicted  Mr  the  evid^iee  of  foeta,  and 
fiy  the  declaration  of  the  French  Government  in  1794, 
aa  is  dhown  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Gallatiii,  before  relS^ 
ted  to.  But,  if  it  be  admitted,  ^  obl%ation  of  the 
Ufiited  States  to  pay  this  million  now  wiH  not  be  ias* 
tfled.  It  will  be  reooUected  that  by  the  eontrtct  of 
l>ftbruary  95, 1788,  three  milMons  of  livres  advanced 
hf  France  before  ^e  treaty  of  1778,  as  well  as  six  mil- 
mis  afterwards  granted,  were  deokred  to  be  a  gratui- 
tiotM  assistance.  If  there  were  not  a  milKen  paid  to 
Mr.  de  Beaumarchais  for  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
Ote  million  advanced  in  1777  by  the  formers  general, 

ffillch  was  entered  in  our  foreign  account  «nder  tfao 
of  «*  subsidies,'*)  must  be  oonaidered  as  having 
fteea  a  gratuitous  aid,  and  should  have  been  deducted 
ftom  the  amount  which  France  claimed  to  be  due  by 
America^  In  a  letter  from  the  Comptroller  of  the 
9^reasury  to  Mr.  Boumonvfile,  dated  February  8, 1784, 
Jie  refoaes  to  admit  to  the  credit  of  France  the  balanoe 
lAoie  to  the  formers  general,  until  it  should  be  shown 
^t  ttie  millioft  received  from  them  fonned  fto  part  of 
Wb  grttuitous  dd  spedfied  in  the  contract  of  1788. 
The  French  Government,  tnr  the  receipt  of  Mr.  de 
Beaumarchaii^  and  by  the  opinfon  which  it  expressed, 


satisfied  the  Comptroller  that  the  deduction  of  the  nfi^ 
lion  Was  to  be  made  from  Mr.  de  Beaumarehafo'a 
account,  and  not  from  ita  omn.  If  the  French  Got- 
emmont  were  mirtaken  in  this  opinion,  it  foltowa  tfavt 
we  overpaid  it  in  1784,  by  an  amomt  equal  to  thai 
whidi  by  ita  mistake  was  withheld  firom  Mr.  de  Beao> 


marchais.  But,  the  evidence  which  ehould 
the  real  creditor  could  only  have  been  obtained  ttom 
France.  The  acknowledged  debtors  as  we  at  that  time 
were  of  the  French  Government,  as  well  as  of  Mr.  de 
Beaumarchais,  we  had  no  interest  in  making  this  de- 
duction rather  from  the  one  debit  than  the  other ;  and 
if  France,  in  dedding  a  question  in  which  her  Govern- 
ment and  one  of  her  subjecta  were  alone  interested, 
and  of  the  evidence  of  which  her  Government  was  the 
only  depository,  has  erroneously  dedded,  it  is  not  against 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  that  oomplainto 
can  properly  be  directed.    It  may  be  supposed — 

3.  That,  if  the  million  in  question  were  paid  to  Mr. 
de  Beaumarchais,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  ft 
was  expended  on  oinecto  of  a  political  nature,  connect- 
ed, indeed,  vdtli  the  interesto  of  the  American  Govern* 
ment,  but  dsfierent  from  the  supplies  which  are  charged! 
in  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais's  acoounta;  that  it  was  ssitia- 
foctorily  accounted  for  to  the  French  Oovennnent ;  and 
that  to  it  only  was  he  bound  to  account,  it  appem 
to  the  committee,  that  these  suppodtions  cannot  be  Ad- 
Boitted.  The  French  Government  advanced  money  to 
Mr.  de  Beaumarchais,  to  be  empl^ed  foir  our  serviee. 
Mr.  de  Beaumardiais  purchased  artidesmost  essential 
to  our  service,  and  sent  them  to  this  country ;  shall 
we  presume  that  this  advance  has  been  invested  in 
these  articles,  or  been  used  in  some  other  way  for  our 
benefit,  of  which  no  evidence  appears  1  A  receipt  la 
indeed  produced,  showing  that  the  French  Minister  was 
satisfied  with  the  application  of  a  million  *'  to  an  ob- 
ject of  secret  politioil  service ;"  but  thiivby  no  means 
contradicta  the  opinion,  that  it  may  have  been  em- 
ployed for  the  purchase  of  the  articles  which  M^.  de 
BeaUmarduis  sent  to  America,  and  that  therefore  it 
ought  to  be  deducted  firom  his  account. 

But,  besides  other  difficulties,  are  we  to  presume 
that  Dr.  Franklin,  who  negotiated  this  contract  of 
1783,  would  not  have  been  informed  that  the  gratui- 
tous aid  which  he  was  called  upon  formally  to  acknowl- 
edge, was  made  so  mysteriously,  that  ndther  he  nor 
his  Government  was  to  know  the  objecta  to  which  it 
Was  applied,  not  the  services  which  it  accomplished. 

The  objection,  however,  to  a  reversal  of  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  appears  to 
the  committee  not  to  result  alone  firom  an  examinatien 
of  the  eaae  v^eh  he  has  dedded.  The  Govemauent 
dr  the  United  States,  in  eoastitnling  a  depaitaMiii  bj 
whkh  aU  deuns  ufon  it  are  to  be  impartially  exam- 
ined, and  in  condgning  the  direction  of  this  depait- 
ment  to  men  ef  jndiB^ent  and  integiity,  haaadytdi 
the  only  method  of  aecudng  jtstiee  to  ereditam  wnkli 
the  institutions  of  any  society  can  provide.  Mr.  de 
Beaumarchais  was  himself  anxious  tnat  the  question 
in  which  he  was  interested  should  be  dedded  by  arbi- 
tration. 1^.  ChevalUe  (the  attorney  of  his  heireas) 
would  wiih  that  it  should  be  referred  to  judidal  decia- 
ion.  But  ndther  arbitrators  nor  judges  could  be  mete 
impartial  than  the  officers  of  the  Government,  mbo 
have  no  interest  to  induce  a  wrong  decidon,  and  whaae 
reputation,  in  some  degree,  must  depend  on  theb  nmp 
king  a  right  one.  If  the  rulesofa  coott^rflawbedif- 
forent,  they  cannot  be  s^peaed  to  be  mere  Mbeial,  or, 
bi  general. 


to  a  fordgni 
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•Aopted  by  tiM  Tt—Mxuj,  in  tke  aettlemeBt 

But,  if  th«  officen  of  the  Treasury 

in  thMT  defimoB,  Ai^I  not  CoogroM  eorveet 

The^oommittae  believe  that  in  thia  eaae  they 

rrad ;  and  the  Toluninona  documents  which 

of  thia  qnastian  haa  obliged  them  to  az- 

wata  not  necaaaary  to  convince  them  that  want 

mnaty  of  itiel^  disqaalify  the  Legislature  for 

;  of  rejodging  the  aentenc^  of  its  officera  of 

Hie  committee  anbmit  the  following  resolution : 
Resolved,  That  the  memorialiat  haye  leaTe  to  with- 
draw biamemoriaL 

Owicx  Of  Tin  Attobvbt  OxHxmAL, 

Washmgion^  February  28, 1812. 

8zm:  I  haTO  conaidered  the  ai^ct  of  the  letter 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the 
9th  of  laat  month,  in  the  case  of  the  representatirea  of 
Monaiear  de  Baanowrchaia,  and  am  of  opinion  that 
the  docomenta  do  not,  in  point  of  law,  maintain  the 
diaconnt  of  a  million,  of  livres  to  which  your  letter 
aOndea. 

The  demand  of  Monsieur  de  Beanmarchais  appears 
to  be  admitted ;  npon  what  principle,  whether  of  strict 
kw,  or  of  liberal  equity,  whether  upon  a  reasonaUe 

»babilily,  or  upon  regular  proof,  I  do  not  know,  and 

L^e  not  been  called  upon  to  inquire. 

If  the  demand  haa  been  admitted  without  rigorous 
aioof;  it  is  for  Congress  to  determine  how  fu  it  m^ 
Im  pvoper  to  meaaure  a  discount,  alahnad  by  the  Ctor- 
anmiant,  by  a  standard  purely  legal  But  viawing 
Ibe  qvastlon  vefetied  to  me,  aa  I  hava  bean  daairad  to 
«ifl(W  it,  as  a  mera  mattar  of  law,  I  am  compelled  to 
«y,  that  the  title  to  die  dadnetton  insirtad  upon  must 
be  ihewn  by  the  United  SCatea,  Hid  that  the  aridence 
would  not  be  auficient  to  establish  it  in  a  covit  of 


C 


If  the  raasomi  of  thia  <^uBion  should  be  thought  ne- 
atsaaiy,  I  shall  take  great  pleaanre  in  stating  them  to 
die  committoe. 

I  ba;re  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration, 
!foarB,d&c. 

WM.  PINKNBY. 

Hon.  CtuimtLkv  of  Committee  qf  Chime. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Oaklet,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Semte  "providiug 
for  the  iodemnification  of  certain  clairoaDts  of 
imbHc  Imnda  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,"  (a 
eompromise  of  the  Yazoo  claims,)  made  a  report; 
which  was  read,  and,  together  with  the  bill,  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House.  The 
report  \3  as  follows : 

The  committtoe  have  had  the  subject  of  this  aaid 
MH  mder  their  consideration,  and  are  of  opinion  that 
il  ia  expedient  for  the  Goremment  of  the  United  Slates 
to  enter  into  a  compromise  with  the  persons  claiming 
lands  m  the  Miaaisaippi  Territoir,  under  or  1^  Tirtne 
•r  dM  act  ef  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  of  tiie  7th 
Jaonaiy,  1790.  The  reasana  for  this  opinion  do  not 
Mat  an  the  atiiot  legality  of  the  title  of  these  claim- 
-tfCs  to  the  lands  in  quMtion— thom^  the  committee 
oannoi  lacbear  lemarking  that  that  title  appeara  to 
Imve  all  the  sanction  which  can  be  derived  firom  a  sol- 
emn decision  of  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  known 
to  ma  Inwai  «th>y  are  grotmdad  on  aonsidaratbns  oon- 


neded  with  the  parmanent  intarsata  of  the  United 
StaCea,  as  they  relate  to  the  Mississippi  Territory; 
with  the  auiet  and  speedy  settlement  of  that  Territa* 
r^;  with  the  more  easy  aztii^uishmant  of  the  In^^ 
tttle  to  the  lands  contained  in  it ;  with  the  security 
against  all  ftitnre  Indian  wars  in  that  quarter,  wU^ 
the  Battlement  of  the  Territory  must  afford;  with  the 
eztensiTe  navigation  connecting  parts  of  the  Western 
States  with  the  ocean,  wHichmust  be  opened  when  the 
populatian  of  the  Territory  ahall  be  adequate  to  auch 
an  object,  and  with  the  strength  and  safety  which  aneh 
a  »opulattan  must  confer  on  the  Louisiana  frontiw. 

It  may  via  addition,  be  remarked  that  there  are  equi- 
table considerationa  connected  with  the  preaent  daima, 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  ^pmmittee,  strongly  re- 
eommend  tiiem  to  the  fhTor  of  Congresi.  Althongh 
the  original  aat  of  the  State  of  Georgia  ml^  have 
bean  pweured  by  fraudulent  and  eonupt  meana,  iiaat- 
idhctozily  appears  to  the  eeawnittee,  as  fiur  as  their  in- 
qnkies  haTe  been  extended,  that  the  preaent  daimanta, 
or  thoae  under  whom  they  hold,  were  hena  fiie  pui^ 
ehaaers  af  the  immediate  gtantaea  of  Georgia,  with- 
out notioa  of  any  fraud  or  eorruptioa  in  the  original 
grant.  The  oommittae  refer,  an  this  head,  to  the  pa- 
pers annexed  to  thia  repwt,  marked  fi«m  <<A."  to  •*  LV 
tnclnaiva. 

As  to  the  terms  of  the  compromise  which  it  may  be 
expedient  to  make,  the  committee  have  conaideied  that 
those  contained  in  the  bfll  from  the  Senate  are  as  effMt- 
ual  and  practicable,  and,  at  the  same  time,  as  elkfiUe 
as  ouj^t  to  be  required  under  the  circumstances  or  the 
case.  They  have  accordingly  directed  the  chahman 
to  report  the  said  bfll  witiiout  amendment. 

The  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the 
resolution  adopted  by  the  House  on  the  9th  instant 

As  to  the  "  authority  vested  in  the  agente  new  at- 
tending to  eompromise  the  claims  set  up  by  the  respect- 
ive claimants,"  the  committee  have  procured  all  the 
information  witlun  their  reach.  They  have  examined 
variaua  docnmente  and  papers,  soma  of  them  vesy  vo- 
Inminoua,  consisting  of  conveyances,  powers  of  atlea- 
ney,  lettera,  dec  They  have  alao  received,  from  the 
respective  agente,  written  repreaentetions  of  the  extant 
of  their  powers  and  au^ooly,  and  of  thair  readinesa 
to  accede  to  the-  terms  of  compromise  contained  in  the 
bill  from  the  Senate.  These  representations  are  an- 
nexed to  this  report. 

The  cooimittee  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  re- 
port to  the  House  the  various  documento  exhibited  to 
them  by  the  respective  agente  in  support  of  these  rep- 
resentations. Such  a  procedure  was  supposed  not 
to  come  necessarily  within  the  purview  pf  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House,  and  would  have  encumbered  this 
report  with  a  mass  of  papers.  The  committee  will  re- 
mark, generally,  that  the  authority  of  the  agente  ap- 
pears to'  be  very  extensive,  and  that,  in  the  course  of 
their  inquiries  on  this  head,  they  have  discovered  no 
reason  to  believe  that  any  one  of  the  daimanto  wfll 
refose  to  accede  to  tiie  propoaed  compromise. 

As  to  tiie  *^  amount  of  money  actually  paid  by  Inmm 
fide  purchasers  for  grante  or  titles  they  may  hold  va- 
der  the  original  grant,"  the  annexed  papen  afibrd  all 
the  information  which  the  committee  have  found  it 
•<  praotieable"  to  obtain.  These  papers  show,  to  a  great 
extent,  the  prioea  at  which  «  bona  fide  third  purcha- 
sers" oontraotad  for  the  lands  in  question,  and  which 
were  paid  in  negotiable  and  endoised  notei^  and  other 
saouritias.  But  the  committee  consider  it  impractica- 
ble to  ascertain  to  any  extent  *<  the  amount  of  money 
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•etaally  paid"  witlioiit  deroting  to  the  inquirj  more 
tune  and  attention  than  any  committee  could  beatow 
on  it,  dormg  an  j  aeBuon  of  Congreta,  as  it  would  lead 
to  an  examination  of  all  the  private  tranaactiona  of  the 
nuneioua  individuals  now  interested  in  these  claims, 
which  might  be  connected  with  the  purchasea  and 
•ales  of  the  lands  in  question,  and  with  the  notes  and 
other  securities  given  in  consequence  of  these  pur- 
chases and  sales. 

As  to  that  part  of  the  reaolution  which  instructs  the 
committee  to  inquire  *'from  which  of  the  original 
companiea  the  present  claimanta  deriTe  title,  and  the 
amount  of  money  withdrawn  bj  any  of  the  original 
grantees,  or  persons  claiming  under  them,  or  their 
agent,  or  agents,  from,  the  treasury  of  Qeorgiat"  the 
committee  also  refer  to  the  annexed  paperi^  and  to  a 
document  accompanying  the  report  of  the  commission- 
en  appointed  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  Congress,  en- 
titled '*An  act  for  the  amicable  settlement  of  limits 
with  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  authorizing  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  government  in  the  Mississippi  Territo- 
ry," which  document  is  contained  in  a  volume,  from 
page  147  to  page  163,  inclusive,  -printed  by  order  of 
Congress,  on  the  19th  day  of  December,  1809. 

The  committee  alao  take  the  liberty  to  refer  to  the 
volume  abovementioned,  as  containing  much  useful 
information  in  relation  to  the  acta  and  proceedings  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  and  of  the  United  States,  coa- 
nected  with  the  subject  under  consideration.  In  the 
aame  volume  will  also  be  found  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioners abovementioned,  and  various  documents  ac* 
companying  the  same,  showing,  among  other  thinga, 
the  evidence  of  the  fraud  and  corruption  connected 
with  the  original  grant  of  these  lands  by  the  State  of 
Georgia. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  House. 

On  the  question  for  what  day  the  consideration 
of  this  subject  by  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
ihoald  be  ordered,  different  dajrs  were  named, 
and  a  desultory  coDveraation,  not  connected  with 
the  question  immediately  before  the  House,  con- 
tinued until  it  was  checked  by  the  Speaker  for 
its  irregularity. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  took  occasion  to 
reply  to  a  remark  made  by  Mr.  Stanford  the 
other  day;  that  there  were  no  complete  copies  of 
the  documents  relative  to  the  Yazoo  claim,  to  be 
found  on  the  files  of  the  House.  On  inquiry  he 
had  found  that  there  was  at  least  twenty  com- 
plete copies  of  those  documents. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  repeated  the  observa- 
tion he  had*made  upon  the  subject  of  the  mutila- 
tion of  the  printed  records  on  the  subject,  of 
which  he  had  derived  his  information  from  others, 
and  from  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  to 
whom  he  appealed  to  confirm  the  statement.  ' 

Mr.  Stanford,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  did 
sute  the  other  day,  and  he  now  affirmed  and 
could  prove  the  fact,  that  certain  books  which 
bad  been  printed,  containing  the  evidence  of  the 
Yazoo  fraad,  had  been  gutted  of  their  contents; 
he  had  seen  them,  and  the  fact  had  been  at  a 
former  session  urged  on  the  floor  as  a  reason  for 
rsprintini^  them.  He  had  also  stated,  merelv  as 
presumption,  that  they  had  been  so  mutilated  by 
some  interested  person. 

Mr.  RiDGELT,  of  Delaware,  in  a  low  Yoice, 
made  a  statement  of  the  facts  which  bad  come  to 


his  knowledge  on  this  subject.  The  reporter 
understood  him  to  say,  that  on  inquiry  in  the 
office  of  (he  Clerk,  to  satisfy  hia  mind  on  the  cor- 
rectness of  what  had  been  stated  on  this  subiect, 
he  had  been  informed  hj  the  Clerk,  that  there 
was,  or  had  been  about  the  office,  one  book  of  the 
first  edition  of  those  documents,  out  of  which  the 
leaves  had  been  cut  for  the  printer,  by  the  clerks, 
to  save  themselves  the  trouble  of  copying  the 
papers,  when  they  were  last  reprinted  by  order  of 
the  House;  and  that  the  only  book  which  had 
been  mutilated  to  their  knowledge  was  the  one 
to  which  he  had  referred,  &c. 

Upon  the  question  on  the  day  for  consideriDf 
this  report,  motions  for  Monday  and  Saturday 
next  were  negatived;  and  it  was  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  Thursdiy. 


Wednesday,  March  16. 

Mr.  Rbba,  of  Tennessee,  presented  a  letter 
from  Return  J.  Meigs,  Agent  of  the  United 
States  at  Hi^hwassee,  in  the  Mississippi  Terri* 
tory,  suggesting  the  propriety  of  extending  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  over  white  persons  re- 
siding within  the  Indian  boundaries.~Referred 
tb  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  McKee.  of  Kentucky,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Dennis  Clarke;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.  KICHARD80N,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the 
select  committee  on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  Whitney  and  Joseph  H. 
Dorr ;  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  to  the  bill  "  in  addition  to  the 
act  allowing  a  bounty  to  the  owners,  officers,  and 
crews  of  the  private  armed  vesaels  of  the  United 
States,"  was  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  spent  a  short  time  in  Cfommittee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  biH  for  the  relief  of  James 
Doyle ;  which  bill  was  reported  and  then  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

DISTRICT  PENITENTIARY. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Inqebboll,  of 
Pennsylvania,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of 
a  Penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
to  provide  the  necessary  funds  therefor. 

[This  bill  authorizes  the  President,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  to  caoae 
to  be  erected  the  buildings  and  walls  of  a  Peni- 
tentiary, on  the  square  in  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton qalled  the  Judiciary  Square;  and,  to  proTiae 
means  competent  to  effect  this  purpose,  appropri- 
ates certain  public  lots  in  the  city,  to  be  sold 
under  the  direction  of  the  said  commissioners,  so 
mnch  of  the  proceeds  as  is  necessary  to  be  ap* 
plied  to  the  object  of  the  bill,  and  the  remainder 
to  be  paid  orer  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States.] 

On  this  bill  considerable  desnltory  debate  took 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1877 


HISTORY  OF  GONGRBSS. 


1878 


ICarch, 1814. 


Coasting  IVade^DtUiet  on  Spirits. 


H.  opR. 


place,  the  bill  being  opposed  by  Mr.  Wbight  and 
Mr.  FiSK,  of  New  Yoric,  oo  the  ground  that  it 
woold  be  nnjast  to  appropriate  the  public  pro- 
perty to  the  purposes  of  this  District,  already 
stifficiently  favored  by  benefits  £rom  the  public 
Treasury,  d^;.;  and  was  warmly  supported  by 
Mr.  Inoessoll,  on  the  ground  of  the  expediency 
oi  the  measure,  and  the  propriety  of  the  mode  in 
which  it  was  proposed  to  be  effected.  The  pub- 
fife  iota  proposed  to  be  appropriated  to  this  pur- 
pose were  at  present  of  no  possible  benefit  to  the 
public,  from  whom  the  property  would  not  be 
transferred  by  an  application  of  these  lots  to  the 

Fir^ose  of  erecting  a  Penitentiary,  because  the 
enitentiary  itself  would  be  the  property  of  the 
public,  Ac.  Mr.  Findley  defended  the  city  from 
the  remarks  applied  to  it  by  Mr.  Wright. 

The  Committee  rose  for  want  of  a  quorum, 
and,  at  length,  after  refusing  once  to  adjourn,  ana 
haring  come  to  no  decision  on  the  subject  of  the 
bill,  there  being  a  difficulty  in  keeping  a  quorum 
to  attend  to  business,  the  House  adjourned. 


Thurbdat,  March  17. 

Mr.  Ingerboll,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
hOX  to  define  more  explicitly  the  duties  of  the 
judges  of  the  Territory  of  Indiana,  reported  the 
Fame  with  an  amendment  applying  the  principle 
to  the  Territory  of  Illinois  as  well  as  to  the  Ter- 
iitorj  of  Indiana ;  which,  after  some  observa- 
tions from  Messrs.  Ingersoll,  Jennings,  of  In- 
diana, and  Gholson,  of  Virginia,  was  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Sbtbert,  of  Pennsylvania  from  the  select 
committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution 
00  the  subject  of  the  copper  coins,  reported  that 
it  was  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  make  any  alter- 
ation in  the  copper  coins  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  S.  presented  a  letter  from  the  Director  of 
the  Mint  on  the  subject ;  which  was  read.  The 
report  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dennis 
Clarke  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

COASTING  TRADE. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  for  con- 
aideiation  the  following  resolution : 

Raobed^  That  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions he  instracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  vessels,  whose  cargoes  shall  consist  of  fire- 
vroo^  baxkf  vt  fime,  to  proceed  from  a  port  or  place  in 
a  Stale  to  one  or  more  ports  in  the  same,  or  an  adjoin- 
mg  State,  under  such  restrictions  and  regulations  as 
Ike  Pkesdent  of  the  United  States  may  direct ;  and, 
alsQ^  of  allowing  vessels  that  have  usiully  been  em- 
plejed  in  the  fisheries  to  be  again  employed  in  that 
basniMs;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill, 
oroAsrwiee. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  now 
j»roeeed  to  consider  the  said  resolution,  it  was  de- 
tennlBed  in  the  negative— yeas  63,  naya  80,  as 
IbUowB : 

Yba*— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bayly  of 
Tv^mth  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bfleckemfidge» 


Brigham,  Caperton,  Ciilhoon,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Culpeper,  Davis  of  Massachasetfs,  Ely,  Forsyth,  Gas- 
ton, Grosvenor,  Gmndy,  Hale,  Hnfty,  Hangerfbrd,  Ir- 
ving, Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Ma^ 
con,  Markell,  McKee,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moseley, 
Murfree,  Pitkin,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Richard- 
son, Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Sherwood,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Strong,  Stnart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of 
New  Jeiaey,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  Winter,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Av- 
ery, Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown;  Burwell, 
Butler,  Caldwell,  Chappell,  Con)stock,  Condict,  Conard, 
Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Denoyelles, 
Dnvall,  Earle»  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
Vt.,  Fisk  of  N.  Y.,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Good- 
wyn.  Griffin,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Ingham,  Irwin, 
Johnson  of  Va.,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Md.,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lyle,  McCoy, 
McKim,  Moffitt,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Pickens,  Piper^  Plessants,  Post,  Potter,  Rea  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roane,  Robertson, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Troup, 
Udree,  WhitehiU,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

DUTIES  ON  SPIRITS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comtoittee  or 
the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  against  the  expediency  (into 
which  they  had  been,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Y.,  in- 
structed to  inquire)  of  amending  that  provision 
in  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers, 
4bc.,  so  far  as  respects  the  sale  of  domestic  spirits 
sold  in  less  quantities  than  five  gallons,  at  the 
place  where  the  same  shall  have  been  distilled, 
and  by  the  person  to  whom  license  shall  have 
been  granted  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Yancby  moved  to  amend  the  report,  so  as 
to  declare  it  to  be  expedient  to  make  the  proposed 
amendment  to  the  license  law.  His  object  was- 
to  make  it  legal  for  distillers  to  sell  in  any  quatr* 
tity  not  less  than  one  gallon. 

After  considerable  debate  in  the  Committee, 
and  afterwards  in  the  House,  this  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Ybas— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Avery,  Bamett, 
Beall,  Breckenridge,  Burwell,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Clai^,  Cooper,  Creighton,  CulMper,  Davis  of  Penn* 
sylvania,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earie,  Farrow,  Findley,  For- 
ney, Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gaston,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Grundy,  Halh  Harris,  Hawes,  Hungerford,  Jackson  of 
Virginia,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Kennedv,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kerr,  Kilboum,  King  of  North  Carolina, 
Lewis,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McLean,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Nevrton,  Ormsby,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Roane,  Sevier, 
Sharp,  Smith  of  Vbrginia,  Stanfbrd,  Udree,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey — 60. 

Nats — Measrs.  Anderson,  Bard,  Baylies  of  Massa- 
chusetts^ Bayly  of  Vkginia,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbory, 
Bradley,  Biigbam,  Brown,  Butler,  Chappell,  Coaa- 
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fltook^Condie^  Conutl,  Cox,  Cnwfiiid>  Craach,  Cnth- 
bert,  DATfinport,  DenayeUoi,  Elj»  Eope«,  BTani,  Fisk 
of  Vcgrmont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Gnffin»  UrosTenoTt 
&ale,  Haabrouck,  Hufty,  IngazsoU,  Ingham,  Irving, 
Jackaon  of  Rhode  Iiland,  Kent  of  New  York,  Ker- 
shaw, King  of  Maasn  Leflerts,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Mar- 
kell,  McKim,  MiUer,  Moffit,  Moseley,  Oaklej,  Picker- 
ing, Piikin,  Poit,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wm*  Reed,  Rea 
of  Pa^  Rich,  Richardson,  Robertson,  Rnggles,  Sage, 
9ejbert«  Shefie J,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinnez,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Smith  of  PennsyWania,  Stockton^ 
Strong,  Stuart,  Storges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tanne- 
hill,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  Troup,  Vose,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  Whitehillr  Wilcox,  Williams,  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts,  Winter,  Wood,  and  Wright— 89. 
ISAAC  QLASON. 

The  Hoase  went  into  C^ommineeof  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  th^  relief  ^  Isaae 
GlasoD,  and  the  amendments  thereto  of  theOom- 
mtttee  of  Commerce  and  Mannfactures ;  which 
were  agreed  to  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
hill  so  as  to  include  the  extension  arso  of  relief  to 
Archibald  McCall}  of  Philadelphia,  whose  peti- 
tion had  been  referred  to  the  CommiUee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

This  motion  produced  considerable  discussion, 
in  which  Messrs.  Newton,  Ingeesoll,  and  Set- 
beet,  supported  the  motion,  and  Messrs.  Fisk,  of 
New  York,  Post,  and  Irvino,  opposed  it ;  but 
not  in  any  wav  involying  the  merits  of  A.  Mc- 
Call's  case.  The  motion  was  aegatired— ayes  34. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  amend- 
ments  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Muefeee^  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
leeommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  with  a  view  of  haviQ|p 
comprehended  in  one  bill  all  the  oases  of  a  simi- 
lar character  which  deserve  relief. 

This  motion  also  gave  rise  to  a  cpnsideri^Ue 
debate,  being  supported  by  Mesflirs.  Mdrpbbb, 
Sbtbert,  Inobrsoll,  and  McKm,  and  opposed 
bv  Messrs.  Fisk,  of  Vermont.  Wright,  Fisk,  of 
New  York,  and  Newton.  Tbe  motion  was  lost — 
ayes  35;  and  the  House  adjourned. 

Friday,  March  18.- 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  petition  of 
Joseph  Johnson,  packetmaster,  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  praying  permission  to  run  his  piack- 
#t  between  the  said  city  and  Alexandria,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  byj;ivin|^  a  general  bond 
»  such  amount  as  the  Government  may  pre- 
scribe, not  to  evade  the  act  layiog  an  embai^.-^ 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fcyreign  Rela- 
tions. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business,  being  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
*^for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Clason ;"  and  the  amend- 
ments yesterday  made  thereto  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  wer^  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MuRFREE,  of  Nortli  Carolina,  moved  to 
sasommit  the  bill  to  ihe  Committee  of  Com- 
merae  and  Ma«ufac4Hir«a;  which  m^tiiiB  was 
BMsatiiad. 


Mr.  Weioht,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  indefiniteljr ; 
which  motion  was  also  negatived ;  and  tha  bill 
was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

PAUL  CUFFBB. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  permit  the  departure  of  Paul  Cuffee  with  a 
cargo  to  Sierra  Leone ;  together  with  a  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures 
against  the  same. 

This  bill  underwent  a  discussion  of  a  very 
diffuse  nature,  and  of  no  little  leuj^th,  in  the 
course  of  wtiich  the  object  of  the  bul  was  sup- 
ported by  Messrs.  Wheaton,  Grosvenor,  Pick- 
bring.  Taggart,  Batues,  Webster,  Farrow, 
DuvaLl,  and  Shipherd^  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Newton,  Wright,  McKiM, Kerr,  InohaM|  Fiai; 
of  Vermont,  and  Ingersoll. 

The  bill  was  supported  pn  the  ground  of  the 
excellence  of  the  general  character  of  Mr.  Cuf- 
fee; the  philanthropy  of  his  views;  the  benefits 
to  humanity  and  religipn  generally  of  which  a 
success  in  tiiese  views  miffht  be  productive ;  the 
benefits  which  would  resiut  to  the  United  Stat«9s, 
particularly  from  the  esublishment  of  an  insti- 
tution which  would  invite  the  emigration  of  free 
blacks,  a  part  of  our  population  which  we  could 
well  spare,  dbc. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  bill  was  opposed  oa 
various  grounds.  Wnile  the  excellence  of  the 
general  character  of  Mr.  Cufiee  was  fully  credi- 
ted and  generally  admiued,  it  was  said  that  the 
bill  would  violat^  in  favor  of  a  foreign  mission, 
that  policy  which  we  had  refused  to  infringe  for 
the  sake  even  of  our  coasters  and  fishermea; 
that  Mr.  Cufi*ee  might  depart  in  neutral  vessels 
with  his  companions,  but  that  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  permit  him  to  carrjr  out  a  cargo,  which 
was  not  at  all  necessary  to  ms  views  of  propaga- 
ting the  Gospel ;  that  his  voyage  would  be  coor 
trary  to  the  policy  of  existing  laws,  iadepandent 
of  the  embarffo  policy,  because  Sierra  LjM>ne  was 
a  British  settlement;  that  as  this  was  a  British 
settlement,  in  the  possession  of  a  nation  claiming 
and  asserted  to  be  the  bulwark  of  our  feligioB, 
there  was  no  ooca^ioa  for  cacgoas  departiog  fri^n 
the  United  States  to  enahLe  her  to  carry  her 
views  imp  efifeot,  d&c. 

{njtermiagled  in  this  debate  waa  ooasi4f «abl# 
eoatroveray  and  something  like  asppnty  as  ta  tlia 
character  of  the  British  aatioa  for  reiif  iaa  and 
huoiaaity,  in  which  Mr.  PiocBfitiifi,  of  Mawk«- 
ehusetts,  on  the  one  side^  and  Mr.  Kerb,  of  Viv«> 
ginia,  and  Mr.  Fisk,  ot  Yennonk  on  the  olher, 
were  the  principal  debaters,  and  also  on  the  aril 
which  might  result  from  transportiag  liberafed 
slaves  from  this  country  to  a  British  settlement. 
The  question,  however,  appeared  to  the  reporter 
to  turn  on  the  expediency  of  permitting,  under 
the  existeaca  of  the  restrictive  system,  a  cai^  lo 

go  out  which  must  necessarily  sail  under  Bntiah 
oanse;  which  it  was  ar^fued  wpuld  aot  be 
gmaAad  unless  it  ware  ooaudeiiedadtaaiafaaiiB 


Digitized  by 


Google 


18&1 


HKttORY  OP  CONGRESS* 


1SS2 


MAMOd,  1S14. 


haat  CMoBon. 


H.opR. 


to  the  iBterest  of  the  eoemy  cbat  sucii  xntie 
should  be  carried  on. 

The  debate  hariDg  been  extended  to  the  usual 
hour  of  adjournmeot,  the  Committee  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  with  certain  amendments, 
and  on  the  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  to 
a  third  reading,  which  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays,  the  rote  was  for  nhe  bill  65,  tgninst  it  73. 
as  fohows : 

Team — ^Mestts.  Bayltes  of  Massschosetts,  Bsyly  of 
Vli|^biia»1ligekm,Bowen,  Boyd»  Bradhniy,  Brigham, 
Birtter,  CifMrtOD,  Champion,  Oilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Cnl^ 
peper,  DaTenport,  Daria  of  Msssmcfanoetts,  DovsU,  Ely, 
Faifow,  Goddas,  Hale,  Hnfty,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island, 
Keatof  New  Ymk,  Kent  of  Maiyland,  King  of  Mao- 
■admistta.  Law,  LefiartSp  Lovett,  Markell,  McLean, 
IfiBor,  Moffit,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Oaklsy, 
Pickerings  Pitkin,. Pleasants,  Post.  John  Bead,  Wtl- 
fiam  Bead,  Bich,  Boggles,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  Ship- 
berd,  dkinner,  fitanith  of  New  Hampshire,  Stao^ra, 
Stockton,  Strong,  Storges,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Tall- 
madge,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New 
Jersey,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massa- 
chnsetts,  and  Wood. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  ATety,  Bard,  Bar- 
nett,  Brown,  Burwell,  ChappsU,  Condict,  Conard, 
Cfawfbrd,,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Davis  of  Pennsylirania, 
Beshm,  Earle,  Bppes,  Etsus,  Findley,  Fkk  of  Yer- 
mom,  Plsk  of  New  ITork,  Forney,  Porsytii,  Fvanklhn, 
Oheison,  Goodw3rn,  Gourdin,  Griflin,  Hall,  Harris, 
llarfaoatk,  Hawes,  Hungerlbrd,Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Ir- 
ynngf  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  oit  Kentucky, 
JCsoosdy,  Keir,  Kssafaaw,  Kilbonm,  Lvle,  McCoy, 
MtKhn,  Moore,  Mnrfree,  Newton,  Paner,  Pickens, 
ftesi^  Rea  of  Peunsylvania,  Bhea  of  Tennessee,  Bing- 
goU,  Boano,  Bobertsen,  Sage,  Sevier,  S^bert,  Sharp, 
Ssutt  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Tanne- 
biU,  Taylor,  Tel&ir,  Udree,  Whitehill,  WilUams,  Wil- 
sen  of  Pennsylnia,  Winter,  Wright,  and  Tancey. 

80  the  bill  was  rejected. 

BaTtntDAY,  March  19. 

Mr.  Setbert  presented  a  petition  of  Stephen 
CHrard,  of  Philadelphia,  merchant,  stating  that 
1m  Mp  Montesquieu  and  cargo,  being  captured 
on  the  passage  from  the  Bast  Indies  by  the  ene- 
tey,he,by  permission  of  theGovermnent,  effected 
her  ransom,  and  brought-  her  into  the  port  of  Phil- 
ade)|^ia ;  and  prapng  that  a  part  or  the  duties 
paid  on  mid  carso  may  be  reAinded  to  him,  in 
eofncqueoce  of  the  benefit  which  accrued  to  the 
Gk>lreminent  by  said  ransom. — Referred  to  the 
Oommittee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

^Tbe  Spiaker  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
briiabitants  of  South  Carolina,  pra^ring  for  the 
alddf  Qoremment  in  opening  an  inland  water 
eommanication  from  the  Chesapeake  Bay  to  St. 
Mary^  river,  in  Georgia. — Referred. 

Mr.  McKbb,  of  Kentucky,  reported  a  bill  for 
quiethig  and  adjusting  claims  to  land  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
ooromitted. 

Mr.  RoBERT8t)N,  of  Louisiana,  reported  a  bill 
cooeeming  certificates  of  confirmation  of  claims 
to  land  in.  the  State  of  Louisiana ;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Troop,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee 


on  Military  AAtirs,  reported  a  biH  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  accept  the 
service  of  volunteers  who  may  associate  and  or^ 
ganize  themselves  for  the  defence  of  the  fi'ontier 
of  the  United  States;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
<:ommitted. 

ISAAC  CLA80N. 

The  engrossed  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  re- 
lief of  Isaac  Clason,  was  read  a  third  time. 

The  case  of  Isaac  Clason  has  been  for  some 
years  before  the  Legislature,  and  has  frequently 
Pjossed  through  one  or  the  other  House;  some- 
times separately,  and  sometimes  in  connexion 
with  others.  The  following  are  the  circum- 
stances of  his  case,  as  stated  by  those  who  sup- 
ported the  bill :  Several  years  ajg^o,  Mr.  Clason, 
on  account  of  circumstances  arising  from  the  ex- 
istence of  contagion  in  New  York,  was  prevented 
from  giving  bond  on  a  cargo  of  foreign  produce 
re-exported,  within  the  time  required  by  law  to 
entitle  him  to  receive  drawback  thereon.  He 
prays  that,  in  consequence  of  these  accidental 
circumstances,  he  may  not  be  deprived  ot  the 
benefit  of  drawback,  which  he  would  have  re- 
ceived but  for  the  iotervention  of  circumstances 
not  within  his  control. 

The  bill  was  opposed  with  some  warmth,  and 
supported  with  equal  zeal,  in  a  debate  of  some 
length.  The  objections  were,  that  it  was  im- 
proper to  legislate  in  particular  cases,  when  others 
of  the  same  class  were  passed  by ;  tnat  this  was 
a  claim  not  on  the  justice  but  on  the  liberality  ot 
Congress,  who  dught  to  be  just  before  they  were 
generous,  and  not  open  the  Treasury  to  claims  of 
this  description,  when  claims  of  a  more  urgent 
nature,  arising  from  the  Revolutionary  war,  were 
barred  by  the  sutute  of  limitations.  The  claim 
was,  on  the  other  hand,  supported  on  its  merits, 
and  the  injustice  of  refusing  to  render  justice  in 
one  case  tiecause  it  was  not  done  in  another. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gholsoxi,  of  Vir- 
ginia, that  the  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely ;  and 
the  question  being  taken  thereon,  was  decided  as 
follows — For  postponement  57,  against  it  83. 

A  motion  was  also  made  to  postpone  the  bill  to 
Monday  next,  and  negatived — ayes  4d. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  and  nega- 
tived. The  same ,  motion  was  again  made,  and 
negatived. 

After  further  debate,  the  question  on  the  pat- 
sag^  of  the  bill  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  84,  nays  59,  as  follows : 

TBAftr-Mesers.  Aveiy,  Baylies  of  Msasschnsstts, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley yBreckenndge,  BrighMn»Ca- 
perton,  Champion,  Chappell»  Cilley,  Cemstock,  Cox> 
Creighton,  Culpeper,  Guthbert,  Davenport,  Denoyelles, 
Ely,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Gaston, 
Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  How- 
ell, Ingersoll,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Ken- 
nedy, Kershaw,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lefierts, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  McKee,  McKim,  Miller,  Mof- 
fitt,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Newton,  Ookl^,  Pearson, 
Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Rich,  Rich- 
ardson. Rmggold,  Robertson,  Roggles,  Bags,  Sheflby, 
mierwood,  Bhipherd,  Bkinner,  Smith  of  New  Hamp- 
diire,  Smith  of  New  Toik,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Sfahai, 
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8loektOB,8targe0,Tagsrart,Tallmtdge,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
•oo.  Vote,  Ward  of  Maasachufetta,  Ward  of  New  J«r- 
aoT,  Webater,  Wheatoo,  White,  WUcox,  Williama, 
Wilaon  of  Maaaachuietti,  Winter,  and  Wood. 

Natb — Meaara.  Alexander,  Alaton,  Anderaon,  Bard, 
Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Bnrwell,  Butler,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Crouch, 
Ba^ii  of  PennsylTania,  Deaha,  Dutall,  Earle,  Eppea, 
Bvana,  Forney,  Foiayth,  Gholaon,  Goodwyn,  Qriffin, 
Grundy,  Hall,  fiarria,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irwin, 
Jadcaon  of  Virginia,  Johnaon  of  Virginia,  Johnaon  ojf 
Kentucky,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kilboum,  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Lowndea,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  Moore, 
Murfree,  Nelaon,  Plckena,  Rea  of  PennaylTania,  Rhea 
of  Tenneaaee,  Roane,  Sharp,  Tannehill,  Tel£ur,  Udree, 
WhitehiU,  Wilaon  of  Pennaylvania,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

So  the  bill  wai  pasaed. 


Monday,  March  21. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  making  ap- 
propriatioDB  for  the  support  of  Government,  for 
the  year  1814,"  with  an  amendmeut.  The  Senate 
have  disagreed  to  the  2J,  5th,  16th.  18lh,  and  22d 
of  the  amendments  made  by  this  House  to  the  bill 
''for  the  better  oreanlzing,  paying,  and  supplying 
the  Army  of  the  united  States.'' and  have  con- 
curred in  the  residue  of  the  said  amendments  with 
amendments ;  in  all  which  amendments  they  ask 
the  concurreuce  of  this  House. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 
indemnification  of  certain  claimants  to  lands  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  addressed  the  Chair 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman — I  feel  mvself  bound  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  to  whom  this  bill  has  been 
referred,  in  justice  to  the  parties,  as  well  as  to  the 
friends  of  the  bill,  to  present  this  subject  to  the 
nation  as  it  is,  and  to  rescue  the  parties  and  their 
advocates  from  the  ignorant  clamors  of  the  pub- 
lic prints.  In  May,  1789,  Gkorgia  established 
her  Constitution,  and  thereby  vested  her  Legis- 
lature with  full  power  to  dispose  of  her  public 
lands.  As  a  proof  thereof,  in  December,  1789, 
she  passed  a  law  disposing  of  several  tracts  of 
land  therein  mentioned  to  three  companies  by  the 
names  of  the  Virginia  Yazoo,  the  South  Carolina 
Yazoo,  and  Tennessee,  and  for  issuing  to  them 
srants,  on  their  complying  with  the  conditions. 
These  are  parts  of  the  same  lands,  but  they  failed 
to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  sale,  and  the 
lands  remained  to  be  disposed  of  by  Georgia.  On 
the  7th  January,  1795,  Qeorffia  again  sold  those 
lands  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State, 
to  the  four  companies,  under  whom  the  present 
persons  claim,  amounting  to  fifty  millions  of  acres 
of  land,  for  the  sum  of  five  huoared  thousand  dol- 
lars, and,  by  the  act,  directed  the  Governor,  on 
payment  of  the  purchase  money  into  the  treasury 
of  Georgia,  to  issue  to  the  said  companies  their 
grants,  agreeably  to  the  said  act.    The  several 


companies  without  delay-  paid  into  the  treasury 
the  several  sums  by  them  tespectively  to  be  paid, 
and  the  Governor,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act, 
issued  to  them  their  respective  patents.  During 
the  Summer  of  1795,  these  lands  were  sold  to  the 
New  England  purchasers,  now  applying  for  aa 
equitable  compromise,  without  notice  of  any  mal- 
practice in  the  original  purchasers.  In  February, 
1796,  Georgia  repealed  the  law  of  7th  of  January^ 
1795,  declared  the  sales  under  it  fraudulent  and 
void,  and,  as  an  evidence  of  their  temperance, 
burnt  the  act  and  records  of  the  grants  with  fire 
drawn  from  heaven  with  a  sun-glass. 

Even  that  Legislature,  in  this  temper  of  mind, 
dirested  the  repayment  of  the  money  paid  into 
their  treasury  by  these  fraudulent  purchasers — 
they  did  not  burn  that.  And  out  of  the  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  paid  into  the  treasury,  three 
hundred  and  ten  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  dollars  were  withdrawn,  and  their  claims  to 
a  proportionate  quantity  of  the  lands  were  given 
dp.  Permit  me  to  remark,  that  by  a  number  of 
resolutions  of  the  old  Congress^  the  lands  belong- 
ing to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  with  whom  we 
were  at  war,  were  pledged  as  a  lund  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  national  debt,  in  the  event  of  our  con- 
guest,  .which  by  the  laws  of  war  inured  to  the 
joint  benfit  of  the  nation,  by  whose  united  blood 
and  treasure  they  should  be  conquered,  and  sack 
a  resolution  will  be  found  on  the  same  pag^t 
with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Maryland  lin&  for 
their  gallant  conduct  in  action  in  ^outh  Carouna; 
and  it  will  appear  that  Maryland  entered  into  the 
consideration!  upon  that  express  condition — her 
claim  to  her  portion  of  these  lands  remaining  yet 
to  be  adjusted,  with  the  claims  of  her  sister 
States. 

Congress,  howeirer,  desirous  that  the  States, 
within  whose  jurisdictional  limits  these  lands  thus 
acquired  were,  pressed  the  States  to  relinquish 
them  for  that  purpose  and  on  the  7th  of  April, 
1798,  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  President  to 
appoint  three  commissioners,  to  act  with  commia- 
sioners  to  be  appointed  by  the  State  of  GeorgiiL  to 
fix  the  true  limits  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  ana  to 
establish  the  Mississippi  Territory  out  of  the  lands 
so  relinquished  by  Georgia.  On  the  10th  of  May, 
1800,  Congress  passed  another  act  authorizing  the 
commissioners  so  appointed,  to  make  such  settle- 
ment of  limits,  on  such  terms  as  might  be  agreed 
on,  not  advancing  any  monev  from  the  Treasurj 
of  the  United.  Sutes ;  and  also,  authorizing  said 
commissioners  to  receive  propositions  of  com- 
promise for  any  claims  against  said  lands  so  in- 
tended and  expected  to  be  relinquished  by  Geor- 
gia, many  of  the  States  having  then  relinquished 
large  tracts  of  land  to  the  United  States.  To 
fulfil  this  expectation,  Georgia  appointed  Mr. 
Jackson  and  Mr.  Baldwin  of  the  Senate,  and  Mr. 
Milledge  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  On 
her  part,  and  Mr.  Jefferson  appointed  Mr.  Mjtdi- 
son  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Gallatin  the  Sec- 
reury  of  the  Treasury,  and  Mr.  Lincoln  the  At- 
torney General,  who  on  the  24ih  of  April,  1802, 
settled  the  limits  of  Greorgia,  and  also  of  the  Mis- 
susippi  Territory,  stipulated  for  the  payment  of  a 
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nilUoD  and  a  qaaiter  of  dollars  to  Georgia,  oat  of 
the  first  sales  of  the  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, and  also,  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to 
all  the  lands  within  the  limits  of  Georgia  held  by 
the  Indians ;  they  also  agreed  ^  that  a  portion  of 
^  the  said  lands,  not  exceeding  fire  millions  ef  acres, 
'  or  the  process  of  the  said  five  millions  of  acres, 
'  or  of  any  part  thereof,  be  appropriated  for  the 
'  purpose  of  satisfying,  quieting,  and  compensating. 
'  for  any  claims  other  than  those  hereinbefore  re- 
^  cognised,  which  may  be  made  to  the  said  lands, 
'  or  any  part  thereof,  provided  it  shall  beappropri- 

<  ated  by  Congress  within  one  year,  after  the  con- 
'  firmation  of  the  said  compromise  by  Georgia. 

<  And  they  limit  the  time  for  Georgia  to  decide  on 

<  said  agreement,  to  six  months,  and  that  Congress 

*  shall  be  bound  bv  the  agreement  if  they  do  not 

*  within  six  months  repeal  the  laws  for  the  ap- 
'  pointment  of  said  commissioners  by  the  United 
« States." 

This  agreement  made  and  executed  as  afore- 
said by  the  Commissioners  of  Georgia  and  the 
United  States  was  on  the  26th  of  April,  1802. 
sobmitted  by  the  President  to  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  and  a  motion  was  made  in  both  Houses 
to  repeal  the  laws  for  the  appointment  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  United  States,  thereby  to 
nseet  the  said  amendment.  Then,  sir,  I  was  a 
member  of  the  Senate,  and  it  will  appear  by  the 
▼otes  and  proceedings  of  that  body,  which  I  hold 
in  my  hand,  that  I  then  voted  against  that  agree- 
meoi.  I  opposed  it,  sir,  first,  because  I  thought 
the  claim  or  Georgia  to  such  an  immense  territory, 
with  one  Representative,  inadmissible;  that  the 
paying  her  a  million  and  a  quarter  of  dollars  for 
the  Mississippi  Territory^  and  extinguishing  the 
Indian  title  to  the  lands  in  Georgia  held  by  the 
Indians  waa  an  outrageous  imposition,  and  a  de- 
parture from  the  principles  recognised  by  Con- 
gress, as  to  the  lands  conquered  from  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  by  the  Revolution,  which  by  the 
laws  of  war  vested  in  the  conqueror,  the  United 
States.  Secondly.  I  contended  that  the  purchas- 
ers of  the  fifty  millions  of  acres  of  land  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory  were  or  were  not  entitled — 
if  entitled,  they  were  entitled  to  the  whole,  and 
oi^t  not,  b^  the  iron  hand  of  power,  to  be  de- 
prived of  their  rights ;  if  not  entitled,  it  would  be 
improper  to  give  them  five  millions  of  acres  as 
proposed  by  the  agreement.  That  the  repealing 
act  of  €kofvia  could  not  affect  rights  vested  at 
the  time.  That  Georgia  ouffht  to  have  tried  the 
case  io  chancery,  where,  if  fraudulent,  she  could 
hare  set  aside  their  patents^  which  were  evidence 
of  a  lef^l  tiile^  if  the  act  of  the  Legislature  could 
ba  avoided.  I  therefore  voted  against  the  agree- 
ment, which  passed  the  Senate  by  a  majoritjr  of 
only  one  vote.  In  the  House  of  Representatives 
ic  passed  by  a  majority  of  twelve  votes,  and  the 
agveement  with  Georgia  and  the  United  States 
WWM  thereby  ratified  and  confirmed,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States.  Georgia  also  by  her  Legisla- 
ture ratified  it  within  six  months. 

After  this  agreement,  so  entered  into,  had  been 
so  ratified,  although  I  voted  against  it,  I  consid- 
•led  |he  nation  and  Georgia  bound  by  it,  agreea- 


bly to  iu  true  iatendment ;  and  Congress,  on  the 
dd  March,  1803,  in  virtue  of  said  agreement,  and 
with  intent  to  carry  the  same  into  effect,  passed 
an  act  for  that  purpose;  and^  among  other  things, 
enacted — 

*'  That  so  much  of  the  &ye  millions  of  acres  re- 
serred  for  that  purpose,  by  the  articles  of  agreement 
abovementioned,  as  may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  the 
claims  not  confirmed  by  that  agreement,  which  are 
embraced  in  the  two  first  sections  of  this  act,  or  which 
may  be  derivisd  from  British  grants  for  lands  which 
have  not  been  regranted  by  the  Spanish  Government, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  so  much  of  the  residue  of  the  said  five  tnil- 
lions  of  acres,  or  of  the  net  proceeds  thereof,  as  may 
be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  shall  be  and  is  hereby 
appntpriaied  far  the  {Purpose  of  satisfi/ing,  quieting, 
and  compensating  for  such  other  claims  to  the  lands 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  not  recognised  in 
the  abovementioned  articles  of  agreement,  and  which 
are  derived  from  any  act  oi  pretended  act  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  which  Congress  may  hereafter  think  fit  to 
provide  lor :  Provided,  however,  That  no  other  claimM 
shall  be  embraced  by  this  appropriatioji,  but  those  the 
evidence  of  which  shall  have  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  January  next  been  exhibited  by  the  claimants  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  recorded  in  books  to  be 
kept  in  his  office  for  that  purpose,  at  the  expense  of 
the  party  exhibiting  the  same. 

And  the  said  act  authorizes  the  Secretary  of 
State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
Attorney  General,  to  receive  the  propositions  of 
compronaise  from  the  companies  or  persons  claim- 
ing lands  in  said  Territory,  and  ref)ort  their  opin- 
ion to  Congress  at  their  next  session ;  and  that, 
no  doubt,  with  a  view  of  Congress  seeing  Jit  to 
confirm  such  compromise  as  our  said  Commis- 
sinners  should  approve.  The  said  Commissionr 
ers,  in  virtue  of  said  appointment  reported,  that  a 
ereat  majotity  of  the  persons  claiming  said  lands 
had  signed  propositions  to  relinquish  their  claims 
at  twenty-five  cents  per  acre;  "that  this  proposi- 

*  tion  is  inadmissible,  and  without  pretending  to 
'  aflirm  that  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  was  in- 
^  competent  to  decide  on  the  title,  under  all  the 

*  circumstances  that  have  come  to  their  knowl- 

*  edge,  they  think  their  title  cannot  be  supported.'' 
"  But  they  nevertheless  believe  that  the  interest 
'  of  the  United  States,  the  tranquillity  of  those 
'  who  may  hereafter  inhabit  that  Territory,  and 
'  various  equitable  considerations  which  may  be 

*  urged  in  favor  of  most  of  the  present  claimants, 
'  render  it  expedient  to  enter  into  a  compromise 

*  on  reasonable  terms." 

"  Under  that  impression  a  plan  is  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  which,  although  it  does  not 
render  a  full  indemnity  to  every  claimant  is  believed 
to  give  in  the  aggregate  nearly  as  much  as  has  been 
paid  in  the  whole  by  all  the  present  claimants." 

<*  As  it  is  understood,  and  generally  agreed,  that  ih» 
Urt  millions  of  acres  reserved  by  the  agreement  with 
Georgia  constitute  the  fund  fiiom  which  the  indemnity 
is  to  be  paid,  it  is  of  primary  importance  that  it  should 
not  exceed  that  fund." 

••  Th^,  therefore,  submit  to  Congress  the  following 
propositions : 

« 1.  That  so  much  of  the  five  millions  of  i 
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ikaH  vemain  after  salUfying  the  dmimc  thenia  speei- 
lied,  be  appropriated  for  satbfying  and  qaietmg  the 
daims  of  the  persons  who  derive  their  claims  from  an 
act  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  passed  7th  of  January, 
1795,  for  which  purpose  the  several  companies  be  per- 
mitted to  locate  the  quantity  allotted  them  on  anj  part 
of  the  land  they  claim. 

"  2.  That  the  claimants  m^y  nevertheless  receive, 
in  lieu  of  said  lands,  certificates  bearing  interest  fripm 
1st  Januaiy,  1804,  for  two  millions  Ave  hundred  thou- 
■and  doners,  or,  sit  their  option,  certificates  without 
Interest  to  the  amount  of  fiTe  millions  of  dollars,  to  be 
paid  out  of  ^e  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  "public 
lands  in  the  said  Territory,  after  Georgia  had  receiTed 
her  million  and  a  quarter  of  dollars. 

'<3.  That  the  lands  or  certificates  be  apportioned 
among  (he  companies  agreeabty  to  their  claims. 

*'4.  That  every  originid  grant,  deed,  or  other  claim, 
be  exhibited  to  the  Secretary  of  State  within  one  year, 
to  be  recorded,  and  if  not  so  exhibited,  never  to  be  re- 
ceived as  evidence  in  any  court.  , 

"  5.  That  the  claims  so  exhibited  shall  be  appor- 
tioned by  Commissioners  authorized  finally  to  settle 
the  same. 

**  6.  That  each  individual  claimant  shall  be  allowed 
to  have  the  benefit  of  these  terms  for  the  amount  of 
hii  claim  thus  ascertained,  and  to  receive,  at  his  op- 
tion, his  proportion  either  of  the  lands  or  certificates 
bearing  interest  or  certificates  without  interest.*' 

This  report  was  in  December,  1804,  in  the 
House  of  KepresenfatiTes,  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee, which,  on  th«  18th  January,  1805,  after  ez- 
cmioing  the  same,  recommended  the  fbllowiog 
resolution : 

**  Retokfed,  That  three  Commissioners  be  authorized 
te  receive  pn^Kicitions  of  compromise  and  settlement 
firom  the  several  companies  or  persons  having  daims 
to  public  lands  vrithin  the  present  limits  of  the  Misais- 
«ippi  Teiritory,  and  finaUy  to  adjust  and  settle  the 
sflBie  in  such  manner  as  in  their  opinion  will  conduce 
to  the  interest  of  the  United  States :  Provided^  in  such 
settlement,  the  Commissienen  shall  not  ezeeed  the 
limits  prescribed  by  the  convention  with  the  State  of 
Georgia." 

Let  any  man  compare  this  proposed  resolution 
with  the  report  of  the  Commtsaioners  and  their 
opinions  of  the  compromise  that  ought  to  be  ac- 
cepted and  made,  and  they  will  discorer  not  only 
an  approbation  of  it,  but  that  they  should  be  re- 
appointed to  con^rm  and  eztfoute  it.  This  reso- 
lution, however,  was  not  acted  on  during  that 
session. 

The  next  session  the  subject  was  brought  be- 
fore the  Senate,  who  passed  a  bill  to  carry  said 
compromise  into  efiect  by  a  large  majority,  which 
was  rejected  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
the  first  reading,  without  examining  the  merits  of 
the  question,  and  some  new  members  were  ex- 
cused from  voting  because  they  did  not  under- 
stand the  subject. 

In  1812  the  Senate  passed  another  bill  to  the 
B«me  effect,  which,  from  a  multiplicity  of  impor- 
ttAt  public  business,  was  not  aetc»i  on  definitively 
in  the  Hourc  of  Representattves,  though  I  thought 
there  was  then  a  majority  for  it. 

At  this  sessioUf  the  present  bill  has  passed  the 
Senate  by  a  majority  of  three  to  one,  and  it  now 
becomes  our  duty  to  eacamine  the  mise  with  tem- 


per, and  to  decide  it  upon  principles  of  jaatke 
ana  sound  policy. 

Having  presented  the  subject  with  its  historir 
and  progress  before  the  Commissioners,  as  weU 
as  before  both  Houses  of  Congress,  I  will  present 
to  you  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  a 
case  instituted  to  try  the  tide  of  the  purchasers 
from  Georgia,  as  delivered  by  Judge  Marshall : 

*<  The  Legislature  of  Georgia  had  the  ri^t  te  di»* 
pose  of  her  public  lands,  unless  restrained  by  her  con- 
stitution." 

**  Geoigia,  by  her  oonstitntion  of  1789,  was  not  re- 
strained, and  )>y  her  act  of  1795  di4  not  transcend  ber 
powers.** 

«The  lands  in  controvert  vested  in  the  origiaai 
grantees,  by  the  grant  of  the  Governor,  in  pursnance 
of  the  act  of  1795,  who,  being  thus  possessed  of  thn 
legal  ettaU,  conveyed  it  to  these  innocent  purchaaen 
mthout  noiieCf  and  if  the  original  transaction  was  ii^ 
fected  with  fraud,  these  purchasers  without  notice  waro 
innocent  tYet  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  have  in- 
volved them  in  one  common  &te,  if  that  act  be  vaUtL** 

'< Georgia  was  a  party  to  this  transaction;  and  for 
a  party  to  pronounce  its  own  deed  invalid,  most  be  A 
mere  ad  of  power,  not  to  be  mndieated  in  courts  qf 
juatieeJ* 

<*  If  a  suit  be  brought  to  set  aside  a  conveyance  ab- 
taihed  by  fraud,  and  the  ficaud  be  cleariy  proved,  the 
conveyance  will  be  set  aside  as  between  the  paitita  s 
but  the  right  of  third  panoas,  who  are  purchaseaa 
without  notiee,  for  a  valuable  cansidegatbn,  cannot  be 
disiogarded.  Titles  that,  aoooiding  to  every  legal  teafe» 
are  j^eot,  are  acquired  with  confidence  that  they  aee 
safe.  He  who  pays  his  money  for  a  title  good  at  law 
is  innocent,  and,  whatever  may  be  the  gailt  of  othfli% 
equity  will  not  sulyect  him  to  the  penalty  of  tbet 
guUt." 

«'  Had  a  bill  in  chancery  been  filed  agabsst  the  fpniw 
chasers  for  their  fraudulent  practices  with  the  Legisbi*> 
ture,  whatever  might  have  been  its  decision  as  to  the 
original  grantees,  by  the  clearest  principles  of  equity^ 
would  have  left  unmolested  purchasers  without  notioe 
for  a  vahiable  consideration." 

"  When  a  law  is  in  ite  nature  a  contract  whereby 
absolute  righte  have  vested  under  that  contract,  a  re- 
peal of  the  law  cannot  dioest  these  rights.** 

<'The  contract  between  Geoigia  aiki  the  pnrefaasera 
wsa  ezeeutod  by  the  grant." 

**  By  the  Constitution  no  Stste  can  pass  anj  laMV 
impairing  the  obligstion  of  contracts." 

I  will  add  that,  by  the  fonrth  article,  fint  aee* 
tion  of  the  Constitution,  it  is  provided  '^  that  full 
'  faith  and  credit  shall  be  giv«i  in  each  State  ta 
'  the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceed- 
*  ings  of  every  other  State." 

In  the  scaks  of  evidence  a  statute  is  a  record 
of  the  first  class,  and  the  grant  of  the  GoveniOT 
under  that  act  of  such  authority,  that  no  lawyer, 
in  examining  the  title,  under  the  statute  of  Qeocw 
gia  and  the  grant  in  porauance  of  it,  could  have 
hesitated  to  have  declared  the  title  good.  He 
would  have  repelled  the  unheard  of  principle, 
that  the  act  of  a  sovereign  power  could  have  been 
set  aside  by  a  subordinate  court  of  chancery- 
sovereignty  cannot  be  subordinate. 

And  vet  the  righte  of  these  innocent  purcha- 
sers without  notice,  whose  innocence  is  declared 
by  the  report  of  your  awn  Commissiooers,  <qq« 
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firmed  by  the  decisioo  of  the  Suf^reme  Coart, 
and  bj  the  report  of  the  committee  now  on  your 
tftble^  are  to  be  destroyed  by  the  typographical 
efanmon  of  the  kmghU  of  the  sheeptJan,  who  hare 
ttcended  the  whirlwind  to  direct  the  storm  with- 
out a  compass — the  truth;  and  shall  gentlemen 
be  deferred  from  afi  examination  of  the  merits  of 
the  case,  and  a  decision  of  it  upon  the  eridence, 
by  these  senseless  denunciators  ?  No,  sir,  I  have 
met  that  whirlwind,  and  will  assuage  that  storm 
by  the  honest  history  of  this  case^  which  is  now 
submitted  to  you,  and  which  will  defeat  their 
ridiealdos  machinations.  But,  strange  as  it  may 
seem,  we  have  been  told  on  this  floor  that  pos- 
terity will  identify  thir  thirteenth  Conjrress  with 
the  eorropt  Legisktore  of  Georgia  oi  179§.  I 
hepe  the  honest  historian  who  shall  record  the 
case^  will  note  particularly j'  that  when  the  Com- 
missioners made  the  conrention  and  Congress 
moied  it,  and  passed  the  act  of  3^  Mftrch,  1803, 
to  carry  that  conyentton  into  effect,  it  was  not 
known  where  the  cUimants  lired,  and  that  sinbe 
it  has  been  known  that  they  resided  in  New  Eng- 
bmd,  that  it  has  been  made  %  geographiearand  a 
partT  question,  as  will  appear  by  an  examination 
of  tne  TOtes  in  the  case,  there  being  but  one  vote 
against  it  to  the  east  of  New  Jersey.  I  regret, 
sir,  to  see  geographical  and  party  principles  so 
much  ineorporated  into  our  fegislative  proceed- 
ing^ and  I  wish  I  could  say  that  they  were  oon- 
ifawd  to  the  Legislatore  alon^;  but  I  fear  that  is 
not  the  ease.  Had  these  clain^ants  have  resided 
in  the  Southern  and  Western  sections  of  the 
Union,  I  cannot -be  brought  to  believe  that  th^ 
would  not  have  had  more  friends  in  that  quarter. 
Notwithstanding,  I  trust  there  will  be  a  majority 
of  this  House,  who,  on  a  candid  examination  of 
iL  will  put  to  sleep  a  subject  which  has  so  long 
dMtorhed  the  pubhc  repose;  and  that  when  they 
reeolleet  thnt  e^ea  Georgia,  fn  a  paroxysm  of 
jmt  indignation,  paid  back  to  the  Original  purcha- 
ser*—covered,  as  they  declared,  with  turpitude — 
thdr  pnrehase  money,  this  Congress  will  not  only 
feel  itself  justified,  but  bound  to  pay  back  to  these 
purchasers,  declared  innoeent  by  your  own  Com- 
Buasioners,  bv  your  Supreme  Court,  and  by  a 
committee  or  this  House,  that  sum  of  money 
wyehf  in  1802,  your  own  ConunissionersF— one  of 
iflhom  is  now  Chief  Magistrate— then  declared 
was  barely  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  and  that 
the  smn  proposed  bv  this  bill,  without  interest, 
lor  twelve yeats,  will  notnow  be  denied  to  these 
yntieac  sopphcants. 

Mr.  Ibvuio,  of  New  York,  assigned,  in  a  neat 
sfeeeh  of  moderate  length,  the  reasons  which 
woiM  influence  him  to  vote  in  favor  of  this  bill. 
He  expressed  his  otter  detestation  of  the  fraud 
in  which  the  purchase  orieinaled;  but  the  titles 
of  the  present  claimants  had  receired  such  a  legal 
nnnetion,  that  they  were  entitled  to  some  atten- 
tion. We  are  of^en  under  the  necessltv,  in  this 
world,  of  being  governed  by  policy;  of  making 
n  siffrender  of  a  small  portion  of  our  rights,  that 
we  may  enjoy  in  comfort  the  whole  of  the  re- 

linder;  of  making  friends  with  the  very  mam- 
>  of  unrighteousness.  On  that  score  should 
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he  vote  for  this  bill.  Mr.  I.  adduced  a  number 
of  considerations  which,  in  his  view,  concurred 
to  render  the  passage  of  the  biU  expedient ; 
among  which  was  the  operation  of  time  in  con- 
firming the  titles  of  the  present  claimants,  soft- 
ening down  the  circumstances  of  the  fraud,  and 
the  clahnants  becoming,  by  transfer  or  descent  of 
the  claims,  more  and  more  innocent,  more  and 
more  entitled  to  relief.  He  relied  also  on  the  ar- 
ticles of  agreement  between  the  United  States 
and  Georgia,  reserving  five  millions  of  acres  for 
the  purpose  of  settling  the  disputed  claims  to  this 
land,  which  was  reserved  with  no  other  view, 
however  it  might  from  a  just  pride  have  been 
disused  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  than  that  of 
settling  this  claim.  He  added  also,  that  it  was 
the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  quiet  these 
claims  in  order  that  the  fine  country  which  they 
covered  might  be  settled,  dbc.  From  these  and  a 
variety  of  other  considerations  which  he  urged, 
he  was  induced  to  vote  ijn  favor  of  this  bill. 

Mr.-  Forsyth,  of  Georgia,  took  a  variety  of 
views  of  this  bill,  to  -the  passage  of  which  he  was 
opposed  on  several  grounds  which  he  stated,  the 
princij^l  of  which  was,  that  Cono^ress  had  not, 
by  thetr  act  setting  apart  five  millions  of  acres 
for  the  settleijaept  of  claims  to  the  land  ceded  by 
the  territory  of  Georgia,  complied  with  that  ar- 
ticle of  the  compact  which  required  the  settle- 
ment of  such  claims  to  take  place  within  one 
year  after  the  passage  of  the  law.  His  other  ob* 
jeciioiis  were  to  the  detail  of  the  bill^  and  prin- 
cipally to  the  section  which  declares  at^  claimsr 
which  shall  not  be  settled  under  this  act  to  be 
void,  ^.,  a  course  which  he  said  the  Gbvem- 
ment  had  no  right  to  pursue. 

Mr.  0AXLBt|Of  New  York,  replied  pretty  much 
at  length  to  Mr.  FonsTTH'e  observations,  which 
he  deemed  invalid  ;  and  defended  the  details  of 
the  bill  ^ith  much  zeal.  He  controrerted  Mr. 
P.'s  construction  of  the  articles  of  compact,  which 
he  said  was  contradicted  also  by  the  report  of  the 
commissioners,  recommending  a  compromise  of 
the  claims  long  after  the  expiration  of  the  year 
succeeding  the  signature  of  the  articles  of  agree- 
ment, dbc. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  briefly  rejoined. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  agreed 
m'ent  to  the  bill— ayes  76,  nays  44. 

The  bill  being  before  the  House,  Mr.  Hall,  of 
Gkor^ia,  moved  to  strike  out  the  fifth  section  of 
the  bill,  and  to  insert  the  following: 

And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and  after  ^ 
passing  of  this  act,  the  balance  of  the  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  deposited  by  the  original  grantees  as 
the  consideration  for  the  purchasi^  of  sdd  lands,  and 
which  has  not  been  withdrawn  by  the  said  granteei^ 
their  agent  or  agents^  or  persons  daiming  under  them, 
(or  expended  in  the  hire  of  gourds  over  the  same,) 
shall  be  set  over  and  paid,  by  ^e  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  Sutes,  to  the  State  of  Geor^ 
gia,  in  part  payment  of  one  mMlion  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  the  ar- 
ticles of  agreement  and  cession  between  the  United 
States  and  the  State  of  Georgia. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Oaklet, 
chiefly  on  account  of  the  delay  Which  such  or 
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ftDj  mmendmeot  retaroed  to  the  Senate  might 
create  in  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  and  was  oega- 
tired— ayes  38. 

Mr.  Forsyth  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  4th 
tectioD  of  the  bill,  whieh  makes  the  stock  created 
by  this  bill  receivable  in  payment  for  public  lands 
hereafter  sold  in  the  Mississippi  Territory;  which 
provision  he  considered  inexpedient  and  repug- 
nant to  another  part  of  the  bill,  which  provides 
for  the  extingoishment  of  the  debt  due  to  Geor- 
gia previously  to  the  redemption  of  these  certifi- 
cates, inasmuch  as  that  provision  would  be  thus 
completely  evaded. 

Mr.  Oaklet  objected  to  the  mottoo>  which  he 
taid  would  defeat  the  compromise  proposed,  if  it 
did  not  defeat  the  passage  of  the  bill.  The  bill 
already  proposed  to  pay  the  claimants  a  less  sum 
than  the  princii)al  and  interest  thereon  that  they 
had  actually  paid ;  and  these  certificates,  which 
constituted*  the  payment,  not  bearing  interest^ 
would  lose  much  of  their  value  if  the  proposed 
amendment  prevailed;  because,  although  there 
might  be  sufficient  money  to  compensate  the 
claim  of  Georgia  in  the  Treasury  or  in  the  hands 
of  the  receivers,  it  might  be  some  years  before 
sufficient  other  moneys  accrued  to  the  Treasury 
to  redeem  the  certificates. 

After  some  further  discussion,  the  question  on 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Forsttb,  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays — fur  the  amendment 
62,  against  it  90,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Bard, 
Bamelt,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Ualdw'ell, 
Galhoun,  Oondict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Crondi,  Cnth- 
bert,  Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Forsyth, 
Franklin,  Gholson,  Griffin,  Orundj,  HaU,  Harris, 
Hawea,  HQngerford,Inger»oll,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Johnson 
of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentudiy,  Kennedy,  Kerr, 
King  oS  North  Carolina,  Lefierts,  Lvie,  Macon,  McCoy, 
McKim,  Moore,  Murfive,  Nelson,  Newton,  Piper*  Plea- 
sants, Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Roane,  Sage,  Sevbeit, 
Sharp,  Stanford,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Telfair>  Troup, 
Udree,  WhitehiU,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsyhania. 

Nats — Messrs.  Avery,  -Baylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Bigalow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breckenridge, 
Brigham,  Butler,  Champion,  Ciltey,  Clark,  Comstock, 
Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton,  Cnlpeper,  Davenport,  Davis 
of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Ely,  Find- 
ley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New-York,  Fornov, 
Gaston,  Geddes,Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hasbrouck, 
Bowen,  Hofty,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jack- 
•on  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  New  Tork«  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Kershaw,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  McLean,  Miller,  Moffitt, 
Montgomery,  Meseley,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pick- 
ering, Pickens,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  Wil- 
liam Reed,  Rich,  Richardson,  Ridgely,  Robertson, 
Boggles,  Sherwood,  Sbipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New 
Hampshire,  SmithofN.  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stock- 
ton, Stnrges,  Taggart,  Tailmadge,  Taylor.  Thompson, 
Yose,  Ward  of  Massadiusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Webster,  Whcaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Williams,  Wil- 
■on  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  Wood,  Wright,  and 
Tancey. 

So  th^  amendment  was  negatived. 
Mr.  Telfair,  of  Georgia,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  segtioD  which  the  House  had  refused  to  strike 


oat,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  proviso,  which 
he  supported  by  apipropriate  remarks : 

Provided^  alio.  That  the  certificates  thus  reeeived 
in  payment  shall  so  for  be  considered  cash,  ae  to  be 
obligatoEy  upon  the  United  States  to  pay  oyer  a  like 
sum  Qttt  of  the  proceeds  of  the  first  sales  of  land»  ac- 
cording to  the  understanding  of  the  deed  of  oeanoti  ot 
the  StaU  of  GM>rgia. 

Mr.  Oaklet  opposed  the  motion,  beeauae  he 
conceived  it  unnecessary,  as  the  righxs  of  Geor- 
gia were,  as  he  believed,  abundantly  secured  hj 
the  bill. 

The  question  was  taken  on  said  amendment, 
and  negatived. 

The  usual  hour  of  adjournment  having  arrived, 
a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  before  ordering 
the  ^ill  to  a  third  reading,  on  whieh  the  vote 
was :  for  adjournment  58,  against  it  63. 

Mr.  Qaston,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
an  amendment  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill|  iw- 
der  the  impression  that  the  decision  of  the  com- 
missioners to  he  appointed  ought  to  be  final  «s  to 
the  claims  of  all  companiea  or  individuals  who 
hold  claims  to  the  said  land. 

The  object  of  the  amendment  was  to  secure 
the  United  States  against  fqture  claims  of  all 
persons  against  whom  the  Board  of  Commie- 
sioners  appointed  by  this  bill  shall  decide;  that 
is,  to  mace  the  provisions  of  the  bill  completely 
final  as  to  all  convicting  claimants,  that  purchas- 
ers of  the  Unit^  Sutes  might  not  be  naraased 
by  suits  from  disappointed  claimants. 

Discussion  arising  on  this  motion,  the  House 
adjourned. 


Tuesday,  March  22. 

Mr.  RoBBRTaoN,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  a  religious  association  in 
Illinois,  praying  for  a  grant  of  land,  to  whieh 
they  have  no  title,  on  which  they  have  built  a 
church.  The  House  having  refused  to  laj  the 
report  on  the  table,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Hall,  of 
Georgia ;  it  wits  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  lNGBR80i«L,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Ja- 
diciary  Committee,  who  bad  been  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  raising  the  aalar y 
of  the  district  judffe  of  Massachusetts,  made  •  re- 
port on  the  same,  declaring  in  substance  that  how- 
ever expedient  it  might  be  to  raise  the  salaries  of 
judges  of  the  courts  generally,  this  was  not  the 
moment  when  such  a  step  would  be  expedieot.** 
The  report  was  concurred  ia. 

A  verbal  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  gen- 
eral appropriation  bill  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

NATtONAL  ARMORIES. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  some  and  ita 
disagreement  to  other  amendments  of  this  Hooae, 
to  the  bill  for  the  better  organizing  and  supplying 
the  Army,  were  taken  up  and  discussed. 

The  amendments  were  of  various  importance. 
That  which  gave  rise  to  the  most  discussion  went 
to  strike  out  a  section  (inserted  in  the  bill  by  thia 
House)  which  authorised  the  appointment  of  a 
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Soperiotendent  of  Armories,  with  a  salary  of  six- 
teen hoDdred  dollars. 

It  was  wished  by  Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  (the 
CbairniaQ  of  the  Military  Committee  of  this 
House,)  that  the  House  iosist  oa  this  prorision, 
which  be  deemed  necessary  to  the  prosperity  and 
weU  condacting  of  the  armories- of  the  United 
States,  and  to  the  proper  manufacture  and  uni- 
formity of  quality  of  arms  for  the  public  service. 
It  was  contended  by  Mr.  Tallmadob,  of  Connec- 
tieut,  Mr.  BLT,and  Mr.  Pickbrino.  of  Massachu- 
setts, that  the  proposed  officer  would  he  of  Tery 
little  serTiee  to  the  armories,  and  obriously  could 
not  perform  adequately  the  duty  of  personally 
saperinieading  three  armories,  one  in  Massachu- 
setts, one  in  Virginia,  and  one  in  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  Tfioup  read  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War.  and  also  a  letter  frtoi  the  Commissary  of 
Pa^iiases.  stating  the  irregularity  in  the  manu- 
factures or  the  public  arms,  and  the  abuses  in  the 
establishments  of  the  armories ;  pointing  out  the 
necessity  of  a  remedv,  and  indicating  that  which 
is  propoaed  by  the  bill,  in  the  erent  of  the  adop- 
tion of  which  it  is  proposed  to  discharge  the  sub- 
ordinate superincendents  now  employed. 

Mr.  WsBaTBR,  of  New  Hampshire,  took  occa- 
sion, on  Mr.  Troup's  reading  this  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  object  to  the  course  of  le- 
gisUuon  lately  pursued,  of  adopting  measures  at 
the  recommendation  of  the  Heads  of  Departments, 
addressed  not  to  the  House  but  to  committees  of 
the  House,  and  which  were  frequently  not  laid 
before  the  House.  He  wished  to  see  all  such 
papers  put  on  record,  that  it  might  be  known  at 
whose  recommendation  particular  measures  were 
adopted  by  Congress. 

hir,  TROtjp  replied,  that  the  letter  was  now  in 
possession  of  the  House,  and  might  be  disposed 
of  as  it  thought  proper. 

The  question  on  this  House  insisting  on  its 
amendment  (to  insert  the  section  above  men- 
tioned) was  decided  in  the  negatire. 

On  the  question  to  recede  from  the  said  amend- 
ment, after  further  debate,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmatire.  For  receding,  82 ;  the  nays  were  not 
coasted. 

The  other  amendments  of  the  Senate  were 
agreed  to. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  Honse  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants 
to  innd  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Mr.  Gaston's  amendment  was  still  under  con- 
stderatfoo,  which  amendment  proposes  to  strike 
out  from  the  end  of  the  first  section  (proriding 
for  the  release  of  all  their  title  by  the  claimants; 
the  following  words:  '^such  release,  assign meut, 
transfer. and  power,  to  take  effect  on  the  indemni- 
fication of  such  claimants  being  made  conformably 
to  the  prorisions  of  this  act." 

After  objections  by  Mr.  Oaklet,  of  New  York, 
and  Mr.  Wrioht,  of  Maryland,  and  remarks  in 
reply  by  Mr.  Qaston,  the  motion  was  negatived 
by  a  small  majority. 

Mr.  Imoersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  moved 
that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  a  select  committee, 


with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  providing  that 
the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  time  being,  be  a  board  of  commis- 
sioners to  receive  evidence  and  report  to  this 
House  on  the  following  particulars,  to  wit : 

1.  The  predse  amount  of  actual  payments  made  by 
each  and  every  purchaser  and  purchasers,  without  no- 
tice of  the  original  fraud,  under  a  grant  made  by  the 
Legislature  of  Georgia  to  certain  persons  styled  the 
South  Carolina  Company,  the  Georgia  Company,  the 
Upper  Mississippi  Company,  the  Tennessee  Company, 
and  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  by  virtue  or 
color  of  any  act  or  acts,  pretended  act  or  acts,  of  the 
State  of  Geotgia. 

2.  The  names,  ages,  and  titles,  whether  originalt 
derivative,  in  trust,  or  otherwiae,  of  all  such  claimants. 

3.  The  powers  and  authorities  of  all  such  claimants 
to  make  settlements  with  the  United  States  for  their 
said  claims :  Provided^  alwayt^  That  each  and  every 
claimant  shall  accompany  his  claim  with  an  account, 
under  oath  or  aflirmation^of  the  amount  of  the  money 
or  other  consideration  actually  paid  by  him,  together 
with  an  oath  or  affirmation,  that  he,  or  she,  or  they, 
as  the  case  may  be,  had  no  notice,  knowledge,  or 
information,  of  the  original  fraud ;  the  forms  of  which 
oaths  or  affirmations  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  said 
commissioners. 

Mr.  Inqebsoli^  in  support  of  this  motion,  de- 
livered his  opinion  on  the  subject  very  much  at 
large,  premlsiiig  that  three  weeks  ago  he  knew 
nothiuff  of  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  had 
formed  no  opinion,  and  in  examining  it  had  com- 
menced entirely  de  novo^  and  therefore  without 
prejudice  or  bias  in  any  way.  Mr.  I.  spoke  con- 
siderably more  than  an  hour  against  the  present 
bill. 

Mr.  Alston,  of  North  Carolina,  spoke  in  favor 
of  recommitment;  and  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont, 
against  it. 

The  question  on  recommitment  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  53  voting  in  the  affirmative.  A 
motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn  and  negatived. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH,  of  Gkorgia,  then  moved  to  strike 
out  of  the  third  section  the  proviso,  which  ex- 
cludes from  all  benefit  under  this  act  all  per- 
sons who  had  fraudulently  withdrawn  money 
from  the  treasury  of  Georgm,  and  provides  that 
all  claims  of  ^uch  persons  recorded  in  the  office 
of  the  Department  of  State  shall  be  vested  in  the 
United  States.  He  contended  that  such  a  pro- 
vision would  have  an  tx  post  facto  operation,  and 
went  to  annex  a  penalty  to  certain  immoral  con- 
duct, which  was  not  punishable  by  any  known 
law  at  the  time  of  its  commitment.  The  obvious 
tendency  of  the  provision  would  be  to  defeat  the 
avowed  object  or  the  bill,  because  the  claims  of 
persons  of  this  description  were  as  valid  as  any 
other  of  the  claims,  because  all  were  equally  frau- 
dulent. 

Mr.  OAitLBT  objected  to  the  motion ;  and  Mr. 
FoBSYTH  replied. 

Mr.  Gholson,  of  Virginia,  also  supported  the 
motion ;  and  Mr.  Jackson  of  Virginia,  opposed  it. 

The  proposed  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  amend  the  4th 
section  of  the  bill,  which  makes  the  said  eertifi- 
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cates  of  stock  receirable  in  paym^t  for  public 
lands  sold  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  by  incor- 
porating in  it  words  to  the  following  effect :  '^aft^r 

*  payment  of  the  debt  due  to  the  State  of  Georr 
'  gia  by  the  United  States,  under  the  article  of 

*  agreement  and  cession,  entered  into  on  the  4th  of 
'  April  1802." 

After  some  obserTations  by  Mr.  Newton,  on 
the  vital  importance  of  the  bill,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  due  deliberation  on  its  various  and  in- 
tricate provisions,  on  his  motion,  carried  by  a 
small  majority,  the  House  a4jouraed. 

Wednesdat,  March  23. 

A  messaae  was  received  from  the  Senate  an- 
nouncing  that  they  insist  on  their  disagreement 
to  thie  16th  amendment  of  this  House,  to  the  bill 
for  the  better  supply  of  the  Army,  dbc.,  and  that 
they  ask  a  conference. 

TAZOO  GLAUIB. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business,  being  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimanu  to 
lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

Mr.  Hall's  amendment  still  under  considera- 
tiouj  for  securing  to  Georgia  the  first  moneys 
arising  from  the  sales  of  the  lands  in  question, 
until  the  debt  due  to  hec  by  the  United  States 
should  be  satisfied. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Oaklet^ 
of  New  York,  as  unnecessary,  and  supported  l>y 
Messrs.  Hali^  Alston  of  North  Carolina^  Tel- 
fair of  Georgia;  and  Babnbtt  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  Troup,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  indefinitely,  and 
in  support  of  tbis  motion  entered  at  large  into  the 
subject,  in  which  he  displayed  that  vehemence 
and  zeal  which  usually  characterizes  his  obser.va- 
tions  on  this  question.  He  examined  and  dis^ 
seeted  the  report  of  the  committee  of  this  House 
on  the  subject,  which  he  said  contained  not  a  tit- 
tle of  evidence,  not  a  particle  of  information ; 
which,  taking  into  view  the  ability  of  the  com- 
mittee who  made  it,  he  considered  as  evidence 
conclusive  of  the  badness  of  their  cause.  He  also 
examined  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
spoke  against  the  decision,  and  the  speculators  in 
whose  iavpr  it  was  made,  until  he  appeared  to  be 
exhausted  by  the  effort  of  speaking.  He  spoke 
about  an  hour. 

Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  spoke  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Speaker,  when  I  first  heard  of  the  transac- 
tion and  the  claims— the  subject  of  the  bill  under 
consideration— which  happened  many  years  ago- 
impressed  with  a  belief  that  it  was  a  wicked  and 
corrupt  fraud  in  the  original  purchasers,  and  that 
the  second  purchasers  in  Massachusetu,  the  pres- 
ent claimants,  were  knowing  to  the  fraud  before 
the^  became  purchasers,  I  felt  strong  prejudices 
against  all  parties  concerned  in  the  same» 

When  this  bill  came  from  the  Senate  to  this 
House,  the  other  day.  I  undertook  to  prepare  my- 
self to  vote  on  the  subject.   To  doso^I  attempted 


to  drive  from  my  mi^id  those  prejudices  thus  im* 
bibed ;  in  this  I  have  been  unsuccessful ;  I  find 
the  nearer  I  come  in  contact  with  it,  the  more 
violent  is  the  influence  of  my  first  impressions. 
Butj  under  this  embarrassment,  I  have  the  com* 
fort  to  know  that  this  enlightened  body  will  at* 
tend  to  my  remarks,  and  will  not  be  influenced  by 
my  impressions.  , 

In  addressing  you  on  the  merits  of  the  bill, 
there  is  another  difficulty  in  my  way.  Ever  since 
this  subject  has  been  called  up,  honorable  mem- 
bers have  stated  that  we  ought  to  pass  the  bill^  as, 
the  title  of  the  claim«Rts  to  thje  land  has  received 
the  sanction  of  the  Supreme  Court  by  a  solema 
decision. ,  I  will  remove  this  forniidanie  barrier 
before  I  call  your  attention  to  the  merits  of  the 
bilL  To  do  this,  does  not  require  abilities,  nor 
much  labor.  The  case  referred  to  is  reported  by 
Cranchf  in  his  Qth  voL,  p.  87.  I  have  read  the 
case  with  attention,  and  I  accord  with  the  court 
in  the  opinion  delivered  in  that  case.  But  I  deny  . 
that  the  court  gave  any  decision  on  the  great 
question  before  this  House.  The  case  before  the 
court  was  a  feigned  issue  made  up  betweea 
Fletcher  and  Peck,  with  the  aid  of  their  counsel, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  judgment  of  the 
court  agains;  Fletcher,  the  j^aintiff.  If  the  plain- 
tiff had  have  gained  the  action,  the  fifty  miUiona 
of  acres  of  land  would  have  been  lost.  Notwith- 
standing the  great  a&eal  of  plaintiffs  to  gain  their 
suits,  they  oftentimes  are  disappointed;  but  I 
never  did  hear  of  one  who  wished  to  lose  his  suit, 
but  what  he  was  by  some  nraans  accommodated* 
I  never  did  see  a  judge  who  had  talents  and  in- 
genuity enough  to  overrule  and  defeat  both  par- 
ties and  their  attorneys,  and  award  judgment  to 
the  plaintiff,  contrary  to  their  ui[kited  efforts.  I 
am  a  stranger  to  the  rule  that  auth(»ized  Messrs. 
.Fletcher  and  Peck  to  make  up  a  feigned  issue  for. 
the  court  to  try.  I  know  that  the  courts  posaeas 
the  power  of  ordering  issues  to  be  made  up. 

Any  honorable  gentleman  that  will  give  him- 
self the  trouble  to  look  into  this  case,  must  see 
that  the  deed  from  the  defendant  to  the  plainti^ 
which  contains  the  covenant,  the  ground  of  the 
action,  was  a  feigned  deed  to  enable  them  to  make 
up  the  issue.  The  novelty  of  a  covenant  con- 
tained in  the  deed  is  worth  seeing;  nothing  like 
ifhasever  appeared  to  us  before.  The  special 
pleadings  do  display  much  ingenuity,  well  calcu- 
lated to  obtain  a  judgment  against  the  plaintiff 
and  to  keep  the  important  question  out  of  view, 
or  rather  out  of  danger ;  for  the  court  did  see  it. 
but  very  properly  observed  that  the  pleadings  did 
not  bring  it  before  them.  To  prove  this,  will  yoa 
indulge  me  while  I  read  to  you  that  part  of  the 
opinion  of  the  court  ?  Here  Mr.  F.  read— "What- 

*  ever  difficulties  this  subject  might  present  when 
'  viewed  under  aspects  of  which  it  may  be  sua- 

*  ceptible,  this  court  can  perceive  none  in  the  par- 
'  ticular  pleadings  now  under  consideration.    This 

*  is  not  a  bill  brought  by  the  State  of  Georgia  to 
'  annul  the  contract,  nor  does  it  appear  to  the 
'  court,  by  this  coun^  that  the  State  of  Georgia  is 
'  dissatisfied  with  the  sale  that  has  been  made." 

I  must  further  trespass  on  the  time  of  the  House 
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in  eaUing  yoar  attention  to  a  statement  of  the 
ease  before  you,  by  which  yon  will  see  that  it  was 
not  befofe  the  court.  On  the  7th  of  January, 
1795,  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Gkorgia 
passed  an  act,  by  which  they  sold  to  four  compa- 
nies fifty  milKon  acres  of  land  for  $500,000 ;  one 
of  these  companies,  called  the  Georgia  Mississippi 
Company,  oni  the  —  day  of  January,  1790,  sold 
their  part  of  the  land  to  a  company  in  Massachu- 
setts, called  the  New  England  Mississippi  Land 
ComfMiny.  On  the  13th  February,  1796,  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Qeorgia  repealed  the  act, 
making  a  provision  to  refund  to  the  purchasers 
any  money  that  they  had  paid  for  the  land. 
9310,695  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  treasury 
of  the  said  State  under  thb  law. 

The  memorialists  state,  and  so  the  fact  is,  that 
before  the  law  was  repealed  they  became  pur-' 
chasers;  therefore,  their  purcha9e  ought  not  to 
be  affected  by  the  repealing  act.  This  is  a  cor- 
rect position.  The  repealing  law  afibrds  me  no 
aid  in  oaaking  up  the  opinion  that  will  govern  my 
vote.  If  the  first  act  was  lawful,  no  subsequent 
act  could  rescind  or  impair  contracts  made  under 
iu  If  the  first  act  was  void,  on  the  j^round  that 
it  was  obtained  by  fraud,  the  repealing  act  was 
nugatory.  But,  notwithstanding  the  repealing  act 
WIS  not  necessary,  the  honest  and  honorable  in- 
tention of  the  Legislature  who^^passed  it  was 
ahowti  by  the  provision  made  to  refuiid  to  the 
porchasers  what  they  had  paid.  I  lay  down  this 
]KiBcrple,  that  a  grant,  or  deed,  obtained  by  fraud, 
M  void.  The  volume  that  lies  before  me,  which 
contains  the  proof  taken  by  your  commissioners 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  shows  that  every 
member,  in  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  who 
voted  for  the  passage  of  .the  bill  (wi\h  only  one 
exception)  by  which  the  land  was  sold,  was 
wickedly  corrupted  and  bribed  for  that  express 
purpose,  and  therefore  void  on  the  principle  laid 


1  do  agree  with  the  memorialists,  that  a  party 
executing  a  fraudulent  deed,  cannot  take  an  ad- 
rantage  of  bis  own  turpitude  to  set  aside  his  deed. 
But  I  state,  that  a  third  party  who  is  injured  can 
set  it  ande.  In  this  case,  who  are  the  persons 
defrauded?  Surely,  not  the  members  who  re- 
ceived the  amount  in  money  for  their  votes; 
agreeablr  to  contract,  they  cannot  complain.  The 
land  told  belonged  to  the  people  of  that  State. 
The  members  were  their  agents,  or  ifepresenta- 
ttrea.  Their  powers  extended  to  make  any  laws 
for  the  benefit  of  those  whom  thejr  represented ; 
and  the  moment  that  they  combined  with  the 
eormpcers  to  defraud  their  constituents,  they  that 
moment  ceased  to  be  the  agents  of  the  people  of 
Georgia,  and  became  the  corrupted  represeAta- 
liras  of  the  corrupters,  who  were  hostile  to  the 
iMerest  of  the  citizens  of  that  State.  This  is  a 
▼lew  of  the  case,  that  the  court  sutes  that  the 
pleadiiigs  did  not  bring  before  them ;  tud  this  is 
ifte  Atet  that  the  speeial  pleaders  took  so  much 
fmuB  to  keep  behind  the  curtain. 

It  is  sttrted  by  the  memorialists,  and  so  con- 
fendetd  hy  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  advocate 
their  claim,  that  ho'wever  fraudulent  the  transAc 


tion  between  the  Legislature  and  the  grantees 
might  have  been,  that  it  cannot  affect  their  claim, 
who  are  innocent  purchasers,  for  valuable  con- 
sideration, without  notice  of  the  fraud  practised. 
Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  claimants  have  made  out  such 
a  case^  you  ought  to  relieve  them  by  indemnifying 
them  in  what  they  have  paid.  Let  us  attend  to 
the  facts  which  accompanied  the  transaction,  and 
see  if  it  is  probable,  nay  possible,  that  they  could 
have  made  the  purchase  without  sufficient  notice 
to  have  prevented  prudent  men  from  engaging  in 
the  speculation.  At  the  time,  and  for  several 
months  after  the  passa&;e  of  the  law  in  the  State 
of  (Georgia,  which  authorized  the  selling  of  the 
land,  the  people  of  that  State  were  much  ih« 
flamed ;  meetings  of  the  people  over  the  State 
were  called  to  express  their  disapprobation  at  the 
illegal  conduct  of^  their  perjured,  wicked,  and  de- 
base;d  Legislature ;  one  of  their  Senators,  by  the 
name  of  Thomas,  murdered,  on  account  of  his 
being  engaged  in  the  infamous  fraud ;  the  papers 
from  the  State  of  Qeorgia  to  Boston  teemed  with 
that  base,  infamous  transaction.  The  fifteenth  day 
of  February,  President  Washington  sent  to  Con- 
gress a  Message  in  these  words :  "  I  have  receiyed 
^copies  of  two  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia. 
'  one  passed  on  the  28th  day  of  December,  ana 
'  the  other  on  the  7th  day  of  January  last,  for  ap- 
'  propriating  and  selling  the  Indian  lands  withm 

<  the  territorial  limits  claimed  by  that  State^ 
'  These  acts  embrace  an  object  of  ^uch  magnitude. 
'  and  their  consequences  mav  so  deeply  anect  the 

<  peace  and  welfare  of  the  united  States,  that  I 
'  have  thought  it  necessary  now  to  lay  them  be- 
'  fore  Congress.''  This  message  being  of  a  public 
nature,  I  presume  it  was  run  Uirough  all  the  pa- 
pers published  in  this  Government;  and  this  hap- 
pened about  eleven  monttis  before  the  claimants 
purchased. 

It  is  also  proper  to  state,  that  all  the  deeds  gi  vea 
by  the  companies,  which  have  been  exhibited  to 
the  eomtni^ioners,  as  well  as  all  the  subsequent 
deeds,  with  only  two  or  three  exceptions,  not  only 
give  a  special  instead  of  a  general  warrantee,  but 
have  also  a  special  covenant  in  the  following 
.words:  *'And,  lastly,  it  is  covenanted,  and  ex- 

*  pressly  agreed  and  understood,  by  and  between 
'  the  parties  to  these  presents,  that  neither  the 
'  grantors  afbresaid,  nor  their  heirs,  executors,  or 
'  administrators,  shall  be  held  to  any  further  or 
^  other  warrantee  than  is  hereinbefore  expressed, 

*  nor  liable  to  refunding  of  any  money,  in  conse- 
'  quence  of  any  defect  in  their  title^  from  the  State 
^  of  Georgia,  if  any  such  there  should  hereafter 
'  appear  to  be."  I  will  conclude  this  head  with 
reading^  to  you  a  few  lines  from  the  claimants' 
memorial  that  lies  before  you.  Here  Mr.  F.  read 
as  follows:  ^It  may  with  truth  be  affirmed,  that 
'  the  purchasers  in  Massachusetts,  speaking  of 
^  them  generally,  had  never  heard  that  any  ol:^- 
'  tions  had  been  made  to  the  grants ;  but  consid- 
'  ered  them  as  the  indisputable  acts  of  the  supreme 

*  power  of  Georgia.  It  is  believed  that  not  one 
'  of  them  had  heard  enouffh  to  excite  alarm  in 
'  any  reasonable  mind."^  I  will  only  remark  that, 

I  with  the  strength  of  this  evidence,  I  am  author- 
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ized  to  say  that  it  is  impossible  that  the  claim* 
ants  could  hare  purchased,  without  some  notice 
of  the  fraud  practised  in  the  ori/grinal  transaction ; 
they  acknowledge  some  notice  themselves. 

It  has  also  been  said,  that  the  Gorernment  is 
pledged  to  remunerate  the  claimants.  If  that  is 
a  fact,  I  request  that  some  honorable  member 
would  be  kipd  enough  to  show  me  the  law  where- 
in the  faith  of  the  nation  is  pledged.  I  will  not 
examine  into  the  policv  of  the  law :  whatever 
you  may  have  promised  to  do  shall  be  faithfully 

S^rformed,  as  far  as  my  vote  can  accomplish  it. 
ut,  I  have  in  vain  looked  for  any  act  pledging 
your  Government,  and  I  defy  gentlemen  to  point 
It  out  to  me.  Neither  the  compact  with  Georgia 
nor  the  subsequent  acts  of  Congress  contain  any 
atich  a  clause. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia  sold 
the  land  in  question  to  the  grantees Jbr  ^500,000. 
After  that  State  repealed  the  act  under  which  the 
land  was  sold,  the  State  refunded  to  the  purchas- 
ers $310,695  15.  The  United  States  shortly  af- 
terwards purchased  the  same  land  for  ^IJ^^OOO, 
and  by  this  bill  you  propose  to  the  claimants 
$5,000,000^  to  purchase  from  them  their  claim! 
How  or  by  what  rule  will  posterity  be  able  to  un- 
derstand this  method  of  legislating?  How  win 
the  historian  record  this  transaction  when  we  are 
gone  ?  I  presume,  somehow  in  this  manner :  after 
stating  that  King  Charles  the  Second  by  charter 
created  the  colony  of  Carolina,  and  that  the  same 
was  divided;  that  this  50,000,000  of  acres  in  part 
founded  the  new  colony  called  Georgia ;  that  a 
companv  called  the  Yazoo  Company,  in  the  Win- 
ter of  tne  year  1795,  bribed  the  Leffislatu^  of 
Georgia  to  pass  a  law  to  sell  this  50,000,000  acres 
to  them  for  $500,000,  and  that  the  thirteenth  Con- 
gress purchased  the  same  from  the  said  company, 
and  of  those  to  whom  they  had  sold  a  part,  at  the 
sum  of  $5,000,000;  and  in  this  manner  will  be 
coupled  together  the  corrupted  Legislature,  the 
Yazoo  Company,  and  the  thirteenth  Congress. 
For,  you  are  certainly  purchasing  with  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  original  fraud,  and  thereby  consum- 
mating the  same. 

Your  Government  ought  to  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Yazoo  purchase,  with  the  company,  nor 
their  claim.  If  they  have  a  right  to  50.000,000  of 
acres  of  land,  it  is  unjust  for  you,  by  virtue  of  your 
Dower,  to  compel  them  to  take  $5,000,000  for  it. 
If  they  have  no  right,  it  is  unwise  and  unjust  for 
you  to  give  them  $5,000,000  of  money  that  be- 
longs to  the  nation. 

But,  it  is  stated  that  the  poor,  honest  yeomanry 
of  the  East  became  purchasers  of  this  land,  inno- 
cent and  ignorant  of  the  fraud.  Do  you  believe, 
if  you  pass  the  bill,  that  class  of  people  will  de- 
rive aqy  advantage  by  it  ?  If  you  think  so,  you 
must  have  a  very  contemptible  opinion  of  the 
dexterity  of  speculators.  They  have  known  for 
two  months  past  that  the  bill  now  under  consid- 
eration will  pass  this  session,  and  they  have  pur- 
chased up  from  those  honest  people  their  shares 
fbr  very  trifliuff  sums  before  this  time.  If  you 
want  any  proof  of  this,  I  must  call  your  recollec- 
-  lion  back  to  the  funding  of  indents.    In  that  case^ 


a  speculation  was  opened,  which  extended  from 
your  Capitol  to  every  corner  of  the  nation ;  and 
some  of  your  high  military  officers  were  engaged 
in  the  business,  purchasing  up  the  claims  oif  the 
soldiers,  who  fought  and  bled  by  their  side,  at  the 
rate  of  about  ten  dollars  for  one ;  and,  by  the  time 
that  it  was  known  that  the  law  was  passed  for 
fundinff  the  indents,  there  was  not  one  to  be  found 
in  the  hands  of  the  poor  soldiers,  whose  toil  and 
blood  purchased  youi:  independence.  Specula- 
tors are  not  less  attentive  to  this  business  now 
than  what  they  were  then,  and  probably  not  much 
more  honest. 

But,  the  bill  upon  your  table  provides  as  well 
for  the  infamous,  base,  fraudulent  corrupters,  as 
those  who  you  say  are  innocent  second  pur- 
chasers. .Your  bill  places  them  all  on  the  same 
footing.  Yes,  the  bill  before  you  makes  provis* 
ion  for  the  same  men  who  counted  out  the  money 
to  the  treacherous  corrupted  Legislature,  as  a 
bribie— the  price  of  their  vote.  And  those  same 
men,  by  this  bill,  are  invited  into  your  Treasury, 
with  hands  besmeared  with  fraud  and  corruption^ 
to  receive  the  reward  of  their  labors !  While  yoa 
continue  to  boast  that  yours  is  the  only  virtuous 
nation  on  earth,  I  beseech  you  to  keep  it  so,  by 
rewarding  virtue  and  punishing  vice.  Smile  on 
virtue,  but  frown  vice  out  of  your  presence.  Have 
nothing  to  do  with  either  the  Yazoos  or  the 
claimants. 

To  make  a  contract,  it  is  neeessary  that  both 
parties  should  be  able  to  contract,  and  both  recip- 
rocally bound  by  the  same.  You,  on  the  pan  of 
the  Government,  are  able  to  pass  this  bill,  by 
which  you  hold  tne  nation  to  perform  on  her  part ; 
but,  who  are  the  other  party,  and  where  are  tney  1 
The  reporting  committee  states  in  this  way: 
**The  committee  will  Remark,  generally,  that  tae 
'  authority  of  the  agents  appears  to  be  very  ex- 
<  tensive ;  and  that,  in  the  course  of  their  inqni- 
'  ries  on  this  head,  they  have  discovered  no  rea- 
*  son  to  believe  that  any  one  of  the  claimants  will 
'  refuse  to  accede  to  the  proposed  compromise." 

This  is  all  the  information  that  your  commit- 
tee can  ffive  you  on  the  subject.  The  claimants 
are  notl)efore  you  to  a^ree  to  the  compromise; 
they  are  not  bound,  and  it  is  impossible  that  they 
can  be.  The  claimants  are  scattered  over  your 
Government — some  of  them  in  Europe.  Many 
children^  of  tender  age,  are  entitled  under  the 
grants  from  Georgia.  If  those  grants  convey  a 
title,  they  cannot  be  represented  so  as  to  enable 

?'ou  to  dispossess  them  of  their  freehold;  and  the 
jramers  or  the  bill  appear  to  have  been  sensible  of 
this  difficulty,  to  remedy  which,  the  ei^ghth  sec- 
tion is  introduced.  Let  us  examine  if  it  will  an- 
swer the  purpose.    Mr.  F.  read  the  section : 

**And  he  it /wiher  enacted.  That,  if  any  pwsoiior 
persons  dsimiitg  lands  under  the  aforesaid  act,  or  prs- 
tended  act,  of  the  State  of  Geoigia,  passed  January  7, 
1796,  shall  nsg leet  or  refuse  to  oompiomisa  and  aoMke 
settlement  of  all  such  claim  or  claims,  in  cooformitj 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  Uie  United  States  ahdl 
be,  and  hereby  are  declared  to  be,  exonerated  and  dis- 
charged from  all  such  claim  or  claims,  and  the  seme 
shall  be  forever  barred;  and  no  evidence  of  any  audi 
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obim  or  claims  ihill  be  admitted  to  be  pleaded,  or 
aDowed  to  be  gvien  in  evidence,  in  anr  court  whatever, 
against  any  grant  derived  fiom  the  tinited  Btatea," 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  a  very  plaia  section.  You 
tdl  the  olaimaots  that  you  want  and  will  have 
thdt  land ;  telling  them  to  relinquish  and  give  up 
to  yoo  their  title,  and  that  you  will  give  to  them 
fire  millions  of  dollars ;  but,  that  if  they  refuse  to 
do  so^  you  will  givt  them  nothing ;  and  that,  if 
they  aue  any  person  for  the  same,  to  whom  you 
may  aell,  their  grants  and  deeds  snail  not  be  ad- 
mitted in  court  as  evidence  of  their  title,  Sir,  I 
admire  your  power  for  making  of  contracts,  but 
I  dislike  your  principles.  Do  vou  believe  that 
yoo  possess  such  powers ;  and  il  you  do,  are  you 
in  yoor  discretion  ready  to  exercise  them?  As 
this  bill  ori^nated  in  tj^e  Senate,  and  passed  by 
that  honorable  body,  it  would  iippear  almost  pre- 
aomptaoos  in  me  to  say  that  the  eighth  section  is 
unconstitutional ;  but  I  will  say  that  it  is  repug- 
nant to  the  first  priueipies  of  civilized  nations; 
tad  I  never  understood  that  your  Constitution 
gave  birth  to  new  principles. 

Mr.  FiNDLBT,  of  Pennsylvania,  spoke  a  few 
minutes,  chiefly  in  reply  to  Mr.  Farrow. 

Mr.  Bppbs,  of  Virginia,  followed  in  an  animated 
and  decided  si>eech  of  nearly  an  hour,  in  opposi- 
Uoa  to  the  bill,  and  in  favor  of  Mr.  Troup's 
motion. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  Kentucky,  replied  to  Mr.Eppss 
•ad  others,  and  supported  the  passage  of  the  bill 
in  an  argumentative  speech  of  considerable  length. 

Mr.  Barnett,  of  Georgia,  opposed  the  bill,  and 
recited  various  circumstances  to  prove  the  vil- 
lany  practised  bv  the  first  purchasers. 

Mr.  FiSK,  of  New  York,  in  a  short  and  perti- 
nent speech,  advocated  the  bill  and  opposed  the 
motion  to  postpone. 

Mr.  Stanpord,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  to  reply 
to  a  remark  made  by  Mr.  Culrk,  respecting  tbe 
mutilation  of  the  documents  in  the  office  of  the 
Clerk  of  this  House,  which  established  the  fraud 
in  the  purchase  of  tbe  Yazoo  lands;  which  fact 
Mr.  S.  had  asserted  some  days  ago.  He  now 
reiterated  the  assertion,  and  his  statement  was 
confirmed  by  M^;.  Macon,  of  North  Carolina,  and 
others. 

A  good  deal  of  explanatory  conversation  took 
pilace  on  this  topic,  during  which  several  motions 
to  adjourn  were  made  and  lost. 

Mr.NsLsoif,  of  Virginia,  declared  his  intention 
of  oppoklog  his  voice  to  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
mod  commenced  a  speech  in  opposition  thereto. 
After  proceeding  a  tew  minutes,  he  made  a  mo- 
^n  to  adjourn,  and  accordingly  the  House  ad- 
jonned. 


Tbursday,  March  24. 
Mr.  MiLLSR  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
physieiaos  residmg  in  the  city  of  Albany,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  requesting  that  Congress 
would  make  known  whether  it  was  their  inten- 
tloB  to  require  physicians  who  keep  medicines 
OB  hand,  for  making  up  their  own  prescriptions, 
to  take  out  lieenses  as  retail  dealers  in  foreign  m«r- 


chandise. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

The  House  agreed  to  appoint  managers  on  its 
part  of  the  conference  with  the  Senate  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amend- 
ment of  this  House  to  the  bill  for  better  organiza- 
tion and  supply  of  the  Army. 

A  Message  from  the  President  was  read,  trans- 
mitting to  the  Congress  certain  resolutions  adopt- 
ed by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvaoia,  expressive 
6f  their  abhorrence  of  the  conduct  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Vermont,  in  issuing  a  proc- 
lamation to  recall  the  militia  of  Vermont  from 
the  frontier,  and  their  no  less  astonishment  and 
regret  at  beholding  a  resolution  lying  on  the  table 
of  the  Legislature  of  another  State  approving  his 
conduct,  accompanied  by  a  threat  to  act  on  it  if 
the  General  Government  shall  think  proper  to 
inquire  into  the  constitutionality  of  his  cpnduct ; 
and  declaring  that  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, as  legislators  or  individual  members  of  so- 
ciety, will  aid  a^d  support  the  Government  in 
all  Constitutional  measures  to  bring  to  justice 
any  and  all  infractors  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
laws. — Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS, 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business,  being  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  the  indemnification  of  certain  claimants 
to  land  in  the  Mississippi  Territory — the  motion 
for  indefinite  postponement  still  under  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  redeemed  his  pledge 
yesterday  given  to  oppose  this  bill.  He  per- 
ceived, he  said,  the  total  inabilitjr  of  any  effort  to 
stem  the  torrent  now  setting  m  favdr  of  (his 
measure ;  but  he  could  not  consent  that  this  bill 
should  pass  without  some  remarks  from  him 
against  it.  He  proceeded  to  take  a  legal  view  of 
the  question,  and  laid  down  the  principle,  that 
the  rights  of  sovereignty  of  a  nation  were  not  ex- 
aminable by  its  subordinate  agents;  that  courts, 
bein^  but  subordinate  agents  to  the  sovereign  au- 
thority, had  no  power  to  sdjudge  the  rights  of 
the  sovereign  who  created  them ;  that  the  Su- 
preme Court  could  not  decide  against  the  righta 
of  the  United  States,  dtc.,  because,  if  it  could,  the 
creature  would  be  fwrampunt  to  the  creator. 
That  a  conveyance  originating  in  fraud  was  void 
ab  initio  between  individuals,  and  much  more  iu 
a  case  where  a  State  is  concerned ;  that  the  L^|^ 
lature  had  not  power  to  transfer  property  apper^ 
uininff  to  the  sovereignty,  and,  having  trans- 
cended their  powers,  the  sale  was  void,  were  it 
never  so  fair  and  honest  a  tale.  Mr.  N.  spoke 
about  an  hour  in  a  strain  of  indignant  feeling 
against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Lattimorb,  of  Mississippi,  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  with  peculiar  reluctance  that  I 
rise  on  this  occasion.  But  as  I  am  not  much  in 
the  habit  of  troubling  the  House,  I  hope  I  shall 
be  indulged  in  some  remarks  on  a  question  tbe 
most  important  to  the  Territory  I  represent  pf 
any  that  hat  ever  been  agitated  on  this  floor. 
Some  years  ago,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  tbe  honor  of 
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a  teat  io  this  House;  and  at  all  the  four  sessions 
which  I  served  (except,  perhaps,  one)  this  sub- 
ject was  discussed,  yet  I  never  took  any  part  in 
the  debate.  On  these  occasions  it  was  contended 
on  the  one  side,  that  the  act  of  sale  of  Georgia 
was  valid ;  on  the  other,  that  it  was  not  valid. 
By  ffentlemen  eminent  for  their  legal  abilities, 
fsucn  as  there  always  are  in  this  House, ^  both  of 
these  opinions  were  strenuously  maintained.  It 
was,  sir,  impossible  for  me  to  determine  which 
was  the  right  one^  or  to  foresee  what  wou)d  be 
the  issue  of  this  claim  in  a  court  of  law.  But  my 
doubts  are  now  at  an  end.  I  consider  the  princi- 
ple as  settled :  and  conceive  that  all  inquiries  on 
this  subject  should  commence  with  the  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Federftl  Court.  Whether  this 
decision  be  a  correct  one  or  not,  it  is  not  for  me 
to  aay.  It  is  true  I  am  no  lawyer ;  yet  I  am  suffi- 
ciently acquainted  with  the  institutions  of  my 
country  to  know  that  the  final  decisions  of  courts 
must  be  carried  into  effect^  That  the  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  would 
be  favorable  to  the  companies  claiming  under  the 
act  of  Georgia,  I  cannot  doubt.  I  must  take 
things  as  I  find  them,  not  as  I  wish  them  to  be. 
Had  the  court  decided  against  the  validity  of  that 
act,  I  should  not  now  open  my  lips  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  the  people  whom  I  reprMent  would  have 
Miled  the  decision  as  preserving  them  from  evils 
which,  as  things  now  are,  they  have  but  too 
much  reason  to  apprehend.  Or.  if  Congress  sliouid 
even  yet  think  it  i^oper  to  adopt  measures  to  coun- 
teract that  decision,  and  would  do  so,  I  should 
stili  be  content.  But,8iryl  do  not  believe  that 
any  will  be  adopted.  It  has  been  ten  years  since 
the  question  was  first  agitated  in  Congress,  and 
several  since  it  was  decided  in  court;  yet  no 
rem^y  has  been  provided,  none  attempted,  none 
suggested,  during  all  this  time.  I  see,  therefore, 
but  too  well,  that  if  these  claims  are  not  compro- 
mised, the  claimants  will  harass  us  by  law,  and 
ultimately  evict  us  of  our  lands. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  notice  some  observa- 
tions of  honorable  gentlemen,  to  which  I  feel  it 
my  duty  to  reply.  I  understood  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Imqbbsoll) 
to  say,  that  the  Legislature  oi  Geor^a  has  no 
right  to  sell  the  territory  in  question,  inasmuch 
as  the  Indian  title  was  not  extinguished ;  and 
that,  therefore,  I  need  not  indulge  in  the  appre- 
hension I  had  expressed  in  relation  to  the  claims 
•intended  to  be  compromised  by  the  bill.  But  let 
me  say  to  that  gentleman,  that  he  has  not  quieted 
my  fears.  It  will  be  admitted,  I  presume,  that 
Georgia  could  sell  just  such  a  right  as  she  had ; 
and  that  if  she  had  any,  it  was  a  right  of  pre- 
emption. It  is  doubted  whether  she  bad  any 
right  at  all  to  these  lands;  but  this  is  now  imma- 
terial, since  the  court  has  determined  that  she  had. 
I  will  not,  however,  argue  the  principle  with  the 
gentleman  as  to  the  right  of  Georgia  to  sell  Indian 
lands.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  and  it  would  be  pvesunaption  in  me  to 
contend  with  him  on  this  point.  Yielding,  then, 
to  the  gentleman,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  the 
Aorieelnass  of  the  priadpte  he  has  assumed,  I 


must  be  permitted  to  say  that  he  is  not  correict  as 
to  the  facts.  He  must  be  informed  that  the  In* 
dian  title  to  seven-eighths  at  least  of  all  the  set^ 
tied  parts  of  the  territory  exposed  to  these  claims 
was  extinguished  long  before  the  act  of  sale  of 
Georgia  was  passed.  The  gentleman's  conclu- 
sion 18  of  course  incorrect  j  and  no  obstacle,  in 
relation  to  the  Indian  title,  will  prevent  the  Yazoo 
companies  from  prosecuting  their  claims  to  the 
lands  of  the  settlers  in  courts  of  law. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr. 
Tboup,)  with  a  view  of  showing  that  the  settle- 
ment ot  the  Mississippi  Territory  has  not  been 
retarded  from  an  apprehension  of  the  Yazoo  claims, 
has  stated  that  more  public  land  has  been  sold  in 
that  Territory,  than  has  been  sold  in  the  State  of 
Ohio  within  the  same  time*  This  statement  is 
made  on  the  authority  of  a  document  which  is 
obtained,  no  doubt,  from  an  official  source.  Since 
the  sentleman  made  this  statement  yesterday,  I 
also  have  procured  one  from  the  Land  Office,  and 
will  now  compare  notes.  I  do  not  know  how  the 
mistake  has  arisen,  but  there  certainly  is  a  wide 
difierence  between  his  statement  and  the  docu- 
ment which  I  have  procured.  From  this  it  ap- 
pears that  three  times  as  much  land  was  sold  m 
the  State  of  Ohio  and  the  Indiana  Territory  to- 
gether, as  was  sold  in  the  Mississippi  Territory 
within  the  same  four  years.  Another  document 
which  I  have  shows  that  considerably  more  than 
dpuole  the  quantity  of  land  was  sold  in  the  State 
of  Ohio  alone  in  one  year,  than  was  sold  in  the 
same  year  in  the  Mississippi  Territory.  [Afr.  T. 
explaining,  said  he  had  stated  that  more  land 
had  been  sold  within  the  same  time  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory  than  had  been  sold  in  the  State  of 
Ohio  in  proportion  to  the  relative  quantity  of  land 
subject  to  sale  in  each.]  Still  thisgoes  to  prove 
the  point  which  I  have  in  view.  Why  is  it  that 
there  is  not  a  greater  quantity  of  public  lands 
subject  to  sale  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  ?  Be- 
cause the  Indian  title  is  not  extinguished.  And 
why  is  the  Indian  title  not  extinguished  ?  Be- 
cause the  Yazoo  claims  cover  the  country.  I 
recollect,  sir,  that  when  I  formerly  had  the  honor 
of  a  seat  in  this  Bouse,  a  treaty  was  made  with 
some  of  the  Indian  tribes,  under  the  authority  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Senate ;  but  the  appropriations  for 
carrying;  it  into  efiect  were  withheld  by  this 
House,  because  a  part  of  the  land  ceded  lay  within 
the  claim  of  one  of  the  Yazoo  companies,  (in  the 
Biff  Bend  of  Tennessee,  now  Maaison  countVj) 
and  the  treaty  had  to  lie  over  a  whole  year.  This 
shows,  sir,  tnat  the  Indian  title  to  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory  is  not  to  be  extinguished, 
and.  consequently,  that  the  country  will  not  be 
settled  so  long  as  these  claims  are  in  the  way. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  has  said  also,  that 
the  Mississippi  Territory  has  settled  more  rapid- 
ly than  any  other  of  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States.  It  would  probably  require  considerable 
investigation  to  ascertain  the  fact ;  but  if  thegeii- 
tlemsn  would  give  himself  the  trouble  of  inqiilt- 
in|r  more  closely  into  this  subieet,  I  think  his  in- 
quiries would  lead  him  to  a  different  result.    I  do 
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IMC  kmow  the  rektire  ioerMsa  of  pOpatotioii  in 
die  different  Territories ;  bat  with  respect  to  Ohio^ 
which  was  a  Territorjr,  I  recollect  that,  in  the 
year  1803,  soon  aAer  it  was  admitted  into  the 
Union  as  a  State,  it  was  eatitled  to  bat  one  RejP 
Tcsentattre  in  this  House,  and  contained  when 
admitted,  as  I  am  informed,  about  45^000  sonls; 
Bat  this  State  has  now  six  Representatives  on 
tlus  floor ;  it  has,  therefore,  gained  in  ten  years 
not  mach  less  than  200,000  souls.  The  Missis- 
nppi  Territory  hus  gained  only  about  35,000  in 
more  than  (oinrteen  y^ars — on  an  arerige  about 
2jd00  a  year.  I  do  not  think  that  this  can  be  con- 
atdared,  with  propriety,  a  rapid  increase  of  popu- 
lation, especially  when  compared  with  the  emi- 
grations to  other  parts  of  the  United  States. 

Another  remark  of  the  gentleman  was  calcu- 
lated to  make  an  impression  of  great  importance 
■fma  the  House.  I  should  be  sorry  to  miscon- 
ceire  the  gentleman,  bot  I  understood  him  as  say- 
ing, in  sumance,  that  there  was  no  propriety^  m 
urging  the  settlement  of  the  Mississippi  Territo* 
ly,  for  the  pnrpooe  of  enabling  it  to  defend  itself 
and  the  State  of  Louisiana ;  that  Tennessee  aad 
Ctoorflia  had  degraded  the  former,  and  that  we 
sheoM  toon  have  peace  with  the  Indians.  Be- 
leve  I  say  one  word  in  reply  to  these  observations 
of  Uie  gentleman,  I  wish  to  express  my  grateful 
^  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the  people  of  Ten- 
jiewee  and  G^eorgia,  in  relation  to  the  present  In- 
dian war.  Yes,  sir,  I  feel  freat  pleasare  in  ez- 
ppffsing  the  sentiments  of  gratitude  which  1 
cherish,  aad  which  I  have  on  every  occasion  ex- 
pvessed — sentiments  which  the  people  of  the  Mis- 
aissippi  Territory  also  cherish  and  express.  I  wish 
it  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  we  feel  our- 
selves greatly  indebted  to  the  brave  people  of 
Choae  States  for  their  patriotism,  their  prompti^ 
tode,  aad  friendly  aid  in  our  defence.  But,  sir, 
arhibt  I  ascribe  much,  I  cannot  ascribe  every- 
tluag  to  this  aid. 

Tnegeatiemaasays  that  Tennessee  and  Georgia 
have  defended  us ;  and  here  I  must  repeat  my 
gfaHtode  for  the  defence  which  has  been  extend- 
•d  to  us  by  these  States.  But  did  they  defend 
ffort  Mims,  which  fell  before  they  knew  that  we 
seeded  defence?  Did  they  prevent  the  sacrifice 
of  hoadrcds  of  inhabitants  in  that  quarter  of  the 
ceaatry^  who  fell  victims  to  savage  hostilit|r} 
wrhilst  the  unhappy  remnant,  abandoninfi^  their 
prop^ty  to  destruction,  had  to  seek  rejujje  in 
ibrtSy  aad  there  remain  trembling  for  their  fives ; 
to  praerve  which,  even  in  that  situation,  required 
all  cite  loeaL  militia,  the  whole  of  the  twelve 
araaliis^  volunteers,  and  neariv  all  the  regular 
forae  that  the  country  poasessed  ?  Why  did  the 
Wartern  settlement— the  principal  settlement  of 
the  Ttrritory  on  the  Mississippi  river— *not  expe- 
rieace  a  siaailar  fate?  I  {uresume  no  gentleman 
aaficipates  the  reply.  Here.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  must 
ilieeloie  a  fact,  which,  bot  tor  the  observation  of 
dbegientittman  from  Georgia,  I  miffht  have  with- 
hM  £rom  this  House.  It  may  be  humiliatios[  to 
the  Hooee  it  may  be  humiliating  to  the  natioa 
-—•till  it  Is  my  duty  to  make  it  known.  But  why 
waa  the  Western  part  also  of  theBliseissippi  Ter-  < 


ritory  aot  invaded  by  the  Creeks?  Because  the 
Choctaw  nation  interposed.  The  Choctaws  ar^ 
a  numerous  nation  as  well  as  the  Creeks,  and  are 
even  said  to  be  more  warlike  and  brave.  When 
the  (all  of  Fort  Mims  was  known  in  the  Western 
settlement,  the  inhabitants  of  this  section  of  the 
Territory  entertained,  as  they  had  but  too  much 
reason  to  do,  much  solicitude  for  their  safety; 
and  the  Choctaw  nation  became  the  object  of 
their  hopes  and  their  fears.  It  seemed  to  be  the 
universal  opinion  of  thos&  who  were  acquainted 
with  the  disposition  of  Indians,  that  the  Choctaws 
would  not  be  neutral  when  those  around  them 
were  at  war;  and  the  anxious  and  important  in- 
quiry of  every  one  vras,  which  side  will  thev 
take  ?  Happily  for  us  the  Choctaw  nation,  which 
some  years  aso  was  divided  into  an  American 
party,  and  a  French  or  Spanish  party^  has  since, 
through  the  .assiduity  and  address  of  the  agent, 
the  present  incumbent,  become  more  united  in 
our  favor,  and  formed  something  like  a  ffeoeod 
attachment  to  the  United  States.  When  tne  war 
with  the  Creeks  commenced,  the  Choctaws  took 
a  deep  interest  in  the  event,  and,  determining  in 
favor  of  the  United  States,  gave  th^  Creeks  to 
understand  that  they  should  not  pass  through 
their  lands  to  make  war  upon  the  wnites.  Their 
geographical  position  and  physical  strength  eaa- 
oled  wax  to  enforce  this  determination^  and  save 
our  Western  settlements,  by  presenting  a  complete 
barrier  to  the  inroads  of  the  Creeks.  But  for  this 
barrier,  that  settlement  also  might  have  been  rav- 
aged  by  our  cruel  foe.  But  for  this  barrier,  dis- 
persed as  the  population  of  that  settlement  is,  and 
deprived  as  it  was  of  all  the  regular  force  in  the 
country  which  liad  been  drawn  to  another  point, 
(the  Tombigbee  settlement,)  one  thousand  Creelu 
might  have  made  their  way  through  the  stroofiest 
part  of  it,  have  crossed  over  the  Mississippi  ta 
Louisiana,  and  laid  waste  all  the  upper  settlements 
of  that  State. 

But  it  seems  we  are  now  to  have  peace  with 
the  Creeks.  This  may  be;  it  may  be  very  soon. 
But  I  have  heard  nothing  on  the  subject  that  is 
satisfactory  to  my  mind.  If  th^  gentlemaii  from 
Georgia  is  in  possession  of  facts  which  assure 
him  of  such  fin  event.  I  would  thank  him  if  ha 
would  communicate  toem  to  me,  and  rejoice  my 
heart.  But  a  word  or  two  more^respectuigtheet 
Creeks.  The  general  denomination  of  Cr^ks  is 
applied  to  several  nations  of  Indians,  with  only 
one  of  whom  (the  Muscogees)  we  are  at  war; 
and  even  of  that  one  a  portion  is  (rieudiY  to  us, 
and  engaged  in  our  cause.  It  is  this  one  nation 
of  Indians,  divided  as  they  are,  that  has  given  us 
so  much  trouble  and  done  us  so  much  harm ;  and 
notwithstanding  the  brilliant  victories  obtained 
over  them  by  the  brave  people  of  Tennessee  and 
Greorgia^  they  still  hold  out  and  maintain  their 
ground  tn  the  heart  of  the  Territory  where  they 
live.  Yet,  a^nst  the  hostility  of  these  Creeks, 
as  well  as  against  that  of  all  other  nations,  wheth- 
er sAvage  or  civilized,  both  Louisiana  and  the 
Mississippi  Territory  are  to  rely  on  Tennessee 
and  Georgia  for  defence.  I  regret,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  who  is  chairman 
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of  the  MUitarv  Conoihtee  did  not  take  that  en- 
larged view  of  this  sabject,  which  his  capacious 
mind  would  have  enabled  him  to  do.  Tennessee 
and  Georgia  defend  Louisiana  at  the  distance  of 
five,  six,  or  seven  hundred  miles !  No,  sir;  the 
means  of  defence  must  be  nearer  at  hand,  to  be 
timely  and  effectually  employed.  And  let  not 
gentlemen  say  there  is  no  danger  of  an  attack  on 
this  portion  of  the  United  States.  We  are  at  war, 
and  New  Orleans  may  be  invaded.  Nay,  it  seems 
as  if  danger  was  now  apprehended ;  or  Whyr  has 
the  Governor  of  Louisiana  called  out  the  miliita 
of  that  State,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  defend- 
ing the  metropolis  itself?  It  will  not  be  foreign 
to  this  part  of  the  subject  to  notice  a  circumstance 
of  considerable  notoriety,  and  which  cannot  but 
be  known  to  this  House.  Every  gentleman  here 
must  be  acquainted  with  the  fact,  of  a  large  and 
formidable  community  of  pirates  being  establish- 
ed in  Louisiana,  not  one  hundred  miles  from  New 
Orleans,  who  have  kilted  several  of  the  custom- 
house officers  and  wounded  others,  and  whom  all 
the  militia  lind  regulars  have  not  been  able  to 
dislodge. 

In  pursuing  my  view  of  this  subject,  let  me  ob- 
serve, that  Pensacola  and  all  East  Florida  are  in 
possession  of  a  foreign  Power.  I  could  wish  that 
gentlemen  would  lay  the  map  before  them,  and 
Tiew  all  the  points  from  which  we  miffht  be  in- 
raded  between  the  Chattahoochie  and  Mississippi 
rivers,  and  see  whether  the  means  of  defence 
could  be  so  readily  furnished  from  any  other 
quarter  as  the  Mississippi  Territory,  provided  it 
had  the  population  which  it  is  susceptible  of. 
But  the  settlement  of  this  country  is  an  object  of 
sufficient  importance  to  claim  the  attention  of 
this  House,  though  viewed  in  relation  to  the  pro 
tection  of  New  Orleans  alone.  The  State  of 
Louisiana  is  certainly  a  very  fine  country,  and 
possesses,  perhaps,  more  advantages  than  any 
other  State  in  the  Union;  yet  its  localities  are 
such  as  to  render  it  unsusceptible  of  a  large  com- 
pact population;  and  some  of  its  settlements  are 
too  remote  from  New  Orleans  to  afford  it  such 
speedy  succor  it  misht  need.  The  Mississippi 
Territory  is  susceptible  of  such  a  population,  and, 
being  contiguous,  could,  if  settled  to  the  extent  of 
its  capacity,  afford  more  prompt  and  efficient  aid 
to  that  city,  than  all  the  Western  and  Southern 
States  combined.  The  importance  of  this  great 
emporium  (New  Orleans)  to  all  the  upper  coun- 
try, needs  not  to  be  shown.  Once  let  it  fall  into 
the  hands  of  an  enemy,  and  I  perceive  a  general 
sensation  and  effect  throughout  all  the  States  and 
Territories  that  enjoy  its  trade.  It  might  be  re- 
covered, indeed,  (no  doubt  of  this,)  but  in  doing 
so  the  Delta  of  the  Mississippi  would  furnish  un- 
timely graves  for  thousands  of  the  brave  youth  of 
the  West. 

The  settlement  of  the  Mississippi  Territory 
would  be  highly  advantageous  in  another  point 
of  view.  Its  climate  and  soil  render  it  particn- 
arly  capable  of  product  ng  that  valuable  raw  ma- 
erial  (cotton)  which  is  now  in  such  general  de- 
mand, and  which  it  could  furnish  to  all  the  man- 
facturing  and   co  mme  rcial  States ;  whilst   it 


would  afford  an  extensive  market  for  the  maaa* 
facturea  and  other  articles  which  those  States 
would  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  supply.  In 
short,  whether  this  Territory  be  considered  in  re- 
fiition  to  its  snsceptibiiity  of  commercial  advan^ 
tages.  or  its  capacity  for  military  defence,  (waie 
it  well  settled,)  there  is  not  a  tnore  interesdng 
portion  of  country  in  all  the  United  States. 

But  if  the  claims  of  the  Yaasoo  companie*, 
which  cover  this  territory,  are  not  compromised, 
what  will  be  the  effect  on  the  pecuniary  intereat 
of  the  United  States?  The  gentleman  from 
Georgia  says  if  these  companies  are  entitled  to 
any  of  the  land,  they  are  entitled  to  all ;  then  lac 
them  take  the  whole,  if  they  can  obtain  it  by 
law.  To  say  nothing  of  the  loss  which  the  Uot- 
ted  States  would  sustain  in  suck  an  ovent  by 
being  deprived  of  the  proceeds  of  the  fatim 
sales  of  these  lands,  it  may  be  well  to  inquixe 
what  Ibey  would  have  to  refund,  if  the  compa- 
nies establish'  the  whole  of  their  claim.  This 
claim  embraces  nearly  all  the  lands  held  by  Uie 

E resent  settlers  of  the  Territory.  Sonie  of  theso 
old  under  titles,  le^lly  and  fully  executed,  de- 
rived from  the  Spanish  Government,  which  are 
expressly  confirmed  by  the  articles  of  agreemoftt 
and  cession  between  the  United  States  and  the 
State  of  Georgia.  Others  held  under  tneomplele 
Spanish  titles,  which  the  United  States  have 
also  confirmed.  And  others  who  are  purehasera, 
(the  most  numerous  description  of  all,)  hold  ya- 
der  titles  originally  and  exclusively  derived  frooi 
the  United  States.  Of  these  purchasers,  some 
hare  completed  their  payments,  others  have  miid 
in  part,  and  all  will  have  to  pay  the  whde.  The 
lands  purchased  are  obtained  at  two  dollars  per 
acre ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  say  what  thetr  ta- 
crdased  value  Biay  be.  This  will  depend  much 
on  the  labor  and  expense  which  may  be  bestowed 
on  their  improvemenL  Some  may  be  worth  fovr 
dollars  the  acre,  some  six,  some  ten,  and  others 
more.  Who,  then,  can  calculate  the  amount 
which  the  United  States  may  have  to  refund  ? 
And  what  will  they  make  by  the  purchs^e  from 
Ckorgia,  if  the  clatmants  under  the  act  of  that 
State  obtain  the  whole  extent  of  their  claim  7 
They  will  have  made  a  very  bad  bargain  with 
Gkorgia  in  such  an  event.  I  think  G^rffia  has 
made  a  very  good  one  on  her  part,  and  that  rin 
ought  to  be  content.  She  receives  91j250,000y 
and  gets  rid  of  much  trouble  and  perplexity, 
which  she  has  shifted  from  herself  upon  the 
United  States,  Yet  thejpentlemen  from  Georgia 
seem  unwilling  that  the  United  States  also  shoald 
ffet  rid  of  the  embarrassments  which  the  Legis- 
lature of  their  State  has  prod  need.  Why  are  the 
United  States  paying  to  Georgia  $1,250,000  if 
they  are  not  to  be  permitted  to  save  a  part  of  the 

{purchase  by  extinguishing  the  Yaxoo  claima? 
f  these  claims  eventually  succeed  to  their  fall 
exunt,  and  the  *United  States,  of  consequenee, 
lose  their  territorv,  after  i>aying  the  $1^250,000, 
and  after  paying  all  the  various  expenses  mcurted 
in  the  adjustment  of  claims,  and  the  disposal  of 
lands  in  that  Territory^  and  still  have  to  coni- 
pensate  the  settlers  who  may  lose  their  laadSy  I 
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repeat  the  qaestioQ— what  will  they  make  by 
the  purchase  ? 

But  there  is  oue  short  answer  to  all  this.  Gen- 
tlemen say  they  will  not  compromise  with  cor- 
ruption and  fraud.  This  position  it  too  abstract ; 
and  the  zeal  indulged  on  this  subject  seeme  to 
be  displayed  rather  against  the  act  than  those 
who  committed  it.  The  authors  of  this  erimt- 
nal  speeolalioD  are  not  within  the  reach  of  this 
House.  The  original  purchasers  have  transferred 
their  claims,  which  hare  passed  into  the  hands 
of  those  whose  innocence  should  be  presumed.  I 
am  not  the  advocate  of  the  present  claimants,  I 
know  nothing  of  them.  Stflt  I  cannot  but  be- 
lieve, from  the  documents  before  me,  that  they 
were  generallv  ignorant  of  the  fraud.  But  ad- 
mittian^  that  they  are  all  corrupt,  equally  corrupt 
with  the  original  purchasers,  what  then  ?  I  will 
give  gentlemen  as  broad  ground  as  they  wish, 
and  broader  than  they  have  assumed.  I  will  sup- 
pose, for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  all  the  pres- 
ent claimants  had  knowledge  of  the  fraudulent 
transaction ;  and  then  ask,  if  we  the  people  of 
the  Biississijppi  Territory  are  to  be  punished  for 
their  crime  7  I  foresee,  sir,  that  such  will  be  the 
issue,  if  the  compromise  contemplated  by  the  bill 
does  not  uke  place.  I  cannot  out  reflect,  upon 
the  injustice  oi  such  a  case.  The  guilty  oriffi- 
nal  purchasers^  and  the  more  guilty  sellm,  (tne 
Liegttlaiore  of  Georgia.)  have  escaped  justice, 
and  profited  by  their  guilt;  the  present  claim- 
ants have  a  legieil  decision  in  their  favor;  while 
the  innocent  settlers  in  the  Territory,  who  have 
had  no  sort  of  participation  in  the  transaction, 
must  yield  their  rights,  or  preserve  them  at  the 
risk  of  their  lives.  And  what  might  be  the  issue 
of  the  contest,  I  cannot  say.  i  would,  sir,  be  far 
from  encouraging  or  wishing  such  a  contest.  But 
gentlemen  are  acquainted  with  human  nature  as 
well  as  I  am.  They  all  know  how  much  men 
are  attached  to  their  property,  especially  to  prop- 
erty in  land  on  which  they  reside.  And  why  7 
Because  it  is  their  home,  the  dwelling  place  of 
their  families,  which  the  recollection  of  a  thou- 
sand interesting  domestic  and  social  scenes  ren- 
ders them  reluctant  to  leave.  Sir,  there  is  an 
injury  sustained  in  such  cases,  a  violenoe  done 
to  the  feelings,  for  which  no  reparation  can  be 
made.  If  even  complete  pecuniary^  compensa- 
tion were  provided,  many  would  still  be  unwilr 
ling  to  take  an  equivalent  in  money  for  an  abode 
of  their  choice,  which  many  considerations  en- 
tlenr  to  their  minds.  It  may  be  that  there  is  a 
sacred  ^x>t  on  the  premises,  where  the  remains 
of  their  connexions  are  deposited;  and  what 
aennbiii ties*  will  be  excited,  if  families  are  driven 
from  their  homes,  and  forced  to  abandon  the  soil 
which  eonuins  the  ashes  of  their  friends ! 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  but  advert  to  the  course 
which  has  been  given  to  tbb  bill.  When  it 
eame  from  the  Senate  and  was  about  to  be  read, 
it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  although  seve- 
ral other  bills  in  a  similar  situation  were  read 
imm«iiately  thereafter,  and  disposed  of  in  the 
usual  way.  After  lying  some  time,  this  bill  was 
at  length  called  up,  when  a  motion  A)r  its  rejec- 


tion was  made.  This  having  failed,  it  was  re^- 
larly  referred  and  reported  on ;  and  after  being 
again  before  the  House,  and  after  having  under- 
gone sufficient  discussion  for  a  decision  on  its 
merits,  a  motion  is  now  made  for  its  indefinite 
postponement.  I  have  all  along  apprehended 
this  motion,  recollecting  that  when  I  had  for- 
merly the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  it  was 
by  such  means  that  the  compromise  was  always 
defeated,  although  therd  was  then  always  a  ma- 
jority that  seemed  in  favor  of  its  being  carried 
into  efiect.  Among  those  who  approved  of  the 
measure,  there^  are  always  some  who  are  willing 
to  put  off  its* adoption  until  a  more  convenient 
season,  which  season  never  arrives, 

.The  gentleman  from  Gkorgia  says  he  is  tired 
and  sick  of  the  subject.  Why  then  defer  it  from 
year  to  year?  U  gentlemen  from  (Georgia  are 
so  tired  and  sick  of  this  question,  what  should 
the  people  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  be,  who 
have  so  much  at  stake?  They  have  but  too 
much  cause  to  be  tired  of  anxiety  and  sick  of 
suspense ;  and  I  may  well  exclaim  for  them,  we 
are  weary  of  conjecture.  To  do^  or  not  to  do  ? 
l^at  is  the  question.  .  Whether  it  be  better  to 
prepare  to  resign  to  the  injustice  which  awaits 
us  with  folded  arms,  or  to  raise  them  in  defence 
of  our  rights? 

Whv  postpone  this  question  again?  Is  it  to 
be  witnout  end  ?  Has  not  the  settlement  of  our 
territory  been  already  sufficiently  retarded  by  the 
claim,  which  this  bill  is  intended  to  put  at  rest? 
Had  it  been  compromised  ten  years  ago,  as  then 
proposed,  the  country  might  have  contained  at 
this  time,  instead  of  fortv  or  fifty  thousand,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  thousand  sool^ 
and  have  been  sufficiently  strong  to  control  all 
savage  hostility,  and  check  the  sanguinary  in- 
trigues of  the  Governor  of  Pensacola,  who  has 
furnished  the  means  of  our  destruction,  and 
evinced  as  much  enmity  as  he  dares  to  do,  and 
more  than  would  have  been  suffered  with  impu- 
nity bv  any^other  Government  than  that  of  the 
United  States.  Yes,  sir,  to  the  postponement  of 
this  compromise  may  justly  be  attributed  all  the 
blood  which  has  been  shed,  and  all  the  treasure 
which  has  been  expended  in  this  war  with  the 
Greeks. 

But,  sir,  while  I  ascribe  to  such  a  cause  the 
evils  we  have  sustained^  I  am  far  from  supposing 
anything  like  hostility  in  the  minds  of  honorable 
gentlemen  to  the  Mississippi  Territory.  Among 
those  who  oppose  this  compromise,  I  see  a  nam- 
ber  ot  my  old  friends  who,  in  other  respects,  have 
uniformlysupported  the  interests  of  the  country 
I  represent*  I  do  not  call  in  question  the  motives 
of  gentlemen.  My  observations  apply  to  the  ten- 
dency, and  what  I  fear  will  be  the  result^  of  their 
course  in  relation  to  this  claim.  No,  sirj  I  can- 
not suppose  hostility  to  our  Territory  from  either 
side  of  the  House,  or  from  any  branch  of  the 
Government.  Such  a  supposition  would  oppose 
all  my  former  experience,  and  be  the  reverse  of 
what  I  have  both  known  and  declared.  For  it 
has  been  my  pride  and  my  boast  to  feel  myself, 
and  say  to  my  constituents,  that  our  section  of , 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1911 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


1912 


H.  or  R. 


Yazoo  Claims* 


Mabch,  1814. 


the  Union  has  nerer  ceased  to  obtain  the  patron- 
age of  the  GtoTernment  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  the  motion  for  postpone- 
ment will  not  prerail.  I  wish  to  see  the  ques- 
tion decided  upon  its  merits.  If  a  majoritj  sup- 
pose the  bill  to  be  improper,  let  it  he  rejected, 
that  we  may  prepare  for  events.  If  a  majority 
oonceire  it  proper,  why  delay  its  passage  ano- 
ther whole  year?  We  have  already  sujQTered 
much,  and  may  yet  suffer  more;  What  do  we 
ask  ?  Not  a  grant  of  lands— no  direct  positive 
gift.  We  solicit  a  preservation  from  evils,  the 
removal  of  obstacles  that  lie  in  our  way.  We 
wish  things  to  take  only  their  common  and  nat- 
ural course,  and  to  see  the  country  settle  and 
strengthen*  without  unnecessary  impediment  or 
delay.  Our  property,  our  rights,  our  lives,  are  i.1 
risk;  and  it  is  time  to  beff  in  to  provide  the  means 
f>f  our  protection  and  defence.  If  they  are  to  be 
provided  at  all,  I  do  hope  that  the  provision  will 
not  be  deferred.  Why  defer  it  when  so  much 
apprehension  and  danger  exist,  and  while  the  In- 
dian tomahawk  is  still  held  over  our  heads  ? 

Mr.  Qh  OLSON,  of  Virginia,  opposed  the  bill 
Tery  decidedly  on  the  grounds  heretofore  occu- 
pied, viz :  the  fraud  of  the  original  transaction ; 
the  fallacv  of  the  reasoning,  and  error  of  judg- 
ment of  the  Supreme  Court ;  the  slender  title  of 
the  present  claimants  to  the  charity,  and  their 
want  of  claim,  on  the  justice  of  the  Government, 
dbc.  Mr.  G.  in  substance  sajd  he  did  not  impute 
corrupt  motives  to  the  members  of  Congress.  On 
the  contrary,  he  said  that  he  believed  gentlemen 
who  from  policy  and  prudential  considerations 
had  advocated  the  bilf.  were  actuated  by  the 
purest  motives.  He  believed  them  to  be  honor- 
able men.  But,  he  said^  he  feared,  if  the  bill 
passed,  that  the  future  iustorian,  and  posterity, 
Iff  reviewing  this  transaction,  would  couple  with 
the  original  grant  of  the  Georgia  Legislature,  the 
act  of  compromise  of  the  thirteenth  Congress, 
and  that  the  proper  distinction  between  the  two 
might  not  be  sufficiently  discerned. 

Mr.  Stanford,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed  the 
bill  in  a  short  speech. 

Mr.  Lattimore,  of  Mississippi,  submitted  a  few 
remarks  in  reply  to  Mr.  Stanford. 

After  some  explanatory  conversation  between 
Mr.  Yanoet  and  Mr.  Gbolson,  the  latter  of 
whom  had  been  misunderstood  in  a  remark  he 
had  made  on  this  subject-^ 

Mr.  Yancbt,  of  North  Carolina,  stated  con- 
eisely  the  reasons  which  would  govern  him  in 
TOting  for  the  bill.  He  should  support  its  pas- 
sage from  a  belief  in  its  present  expediency,  and 
not  from  any  view  to  sanction  the  original  cor- 
ruption of  the  Tazoo  speculation. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  offered  a  few  ad- 
ditional remarks,  and  Mr.  Alston,  of  North 
Carolina,  said  a  few  words  in  explanation  of  a 
fact  which  had  been  alluded  to  ;  when 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  post- 
pone the  bill  indefinitely,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative—yeas  72,  nays  83.  as  follows : 

YiAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  AnderMn,  Arch- 
«r,  Bazd,  Bamelt,  Beall^  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Cald- 


well,  Calhonn,  Condict,  Conord,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Grouch,  Cnthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles, 
DeAti,  Duvall,  Earie,  Epoes,  Evans,  Fanow,  Fomth, 
Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Griffin,  Grundy,  HaUy 
Harrk,  Hawes,  Hnngerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irwin, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentoc^,  Kennedy, 
Kerr,  King  of  North  CaroUna,  Lefferts,  Lyie,  Maora, 
McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsjiva- 
nia,  Roane,  Sage,  Beybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Penna^* 
vania.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  TannehiU, 
Telfair,  Troup,  Udiee,  Whitehill,  and  Wilson  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachnaetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Biigham,  But- 
ler, Champion,  Cilley,  Olarit,  Comstoek,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Cfdpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Maasachnsetts,  Ely, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Far- 
ney,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Haa- 
brouck,  Hufty,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Khode  Island,  Jack- 
son of  Virginia,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kershaw,  Kil- 
bourn.  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett, 
Lowndes,  Markell,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Montgomery,  Mose- 
ley,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Pit- 
kin, Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  WUliam  Reed.  Richard- 
son, Ridgely,  Robertson,  Rnggles,  Sheffey,  Sherwood, 
"Shipherd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  Hampriiire,  Smith 
of  New  Y<»k,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  TaUmadge, 
Taylor,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massaehnsetta, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Webster,  MHieaton,  White, 
Wilcox,  Williams,  Wilson  of  Massaohusette,  Winter, 
Wright,  and  Yancey. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Hall  on  the  22d  instant,  and 
being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  64,  nays  65,  as  follows : 

Yxia — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Bard,  Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Borwell,  CsM- 
well,  Calhoun,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawfind,  Crouch, 
Cuthbert,  Denovelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earie,  Eppaa, 
Forsyth,  Frankhn,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  GrifSin,  Hall, 
Hawes,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kerry  King  of 
North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Kim, Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pick- 
ens, Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Roane, 
Sage,  Skarp,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  Tan- 
nehiU, Telfiur,  Troup,  Udree,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

Nats — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brigham, 
Butler,  Champion,  CiUey,  Clark,  Comatodk,  Cooper, 
Cox,  Creighton,  Calpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massa- 
ehusetts,  Ely,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Forney,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gonrdin,  Gresvenor, 
Grundy,  Hale,Hasbrouck,  Howell,  Hu%,  Irwin,  Jach- 
son  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kennadhr, 
Kent  of  New  Yorkr  Kent  of  Maiyland,  Kershaw,  KU^ 
bourn.  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovalt, 
Lowndes,  Markell,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Montgemery,  Mose- 
ley,  OaUey,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitlun,  P<Mt, 
Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Richardson,  Ridga- 
hr,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Beybert,  Sherwood,  Shipberd, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Sturges,  Taggart,  TaUmadge,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son, Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  WUtiama, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Wfaitar,  and  Wright. 
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Mr.  Macon,  of  North  CtrotiBa.  spK>ke  «  few 
laiaucef  on  a  particular  claose  of  tbe  bill. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  replied. 

Mr.  AuBTON  then  mored  to  amend  the  bill  hj 
strikiBg  out  the  following  words,  contained  im  the 
14tk line  of  the  Ist  section,  to  wit :  "a  sufficient 
legal  relcMe  of  all  such  claim  or  claims  to  the 
Uatted  States,"  and  to  insert  these  words:  "sach 
sufficient  release  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  tke  United  States,  shall  release  to  the 
United  Sutes  and  discharge  all  claims  to  the  said 
lands.'*  But  before  the  question  was  taken  the 
House  adjourned. 

Friday,  Marth  25. 

Mr.  Nbwtoii,  IVom  the  Committee  of  Com* 
mere  and  Bfanufactures,  reported  a  bill  to  revive, 
and  continue  in  force.  ''An  act  declaring  the  aft- 
sent  of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  Stales  of 
Maryland  and  Georgia ;"  which  was  read  twice 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nelsou,  of  Virginia,  from  the  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  An- 
derson, and  a  resolution  or  the  29th  of  January, 
direeting  an  inquiry  into  the  justice  or  making 
ffaod  certain  bowuies  in  land  promised  during  the 
ReTolfidonary  war  by  the  State  of  Virginia  to 
her  officaia,  soldiers,  seamen,  dbe.,  made  a  report, 
wkick  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  be  printed — ayes  91. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  S^te  have  passed  a  bill  "  to  authorize 
two  lotteries  in  Qeorffetown,  District  of  Colum- 
bia;^ iho,  a  joint  resolution  for  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  esublishing  permanent  rules  for  regula- 
tiag  and  conducting  the  printing  of  the  two 
Houses;"  in  which  bill  and  resolutioo  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate  have 
disagreed  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
to  the  sixteenth  amendment  of  the  House  of 
Repvtseatattves  to  tbe  bill  for  the  better  oraani* 
zing;  .payinc,  and  supplying  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted Siaicc,'' and  ask  a  farther  conference  on  the 
sabjeet^matter  thereof:  and  the  Senate  have  ap- 
pointed managers  at  said  conference  on  their  part. 

Mr.  NtwToiv,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
mevee  and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  James  Washburn  and  John  Alex- 
aoder,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  made  the  following 
report,  which  was  read  and  concurred  in  : 

Tbe  object  of  the  petitioners  is  to  be  relieved  from 
ibit  pejmsnt  of  two  executions  which  have  been  issued 
ega&st  thea.    The  facts  as  set  forth  are  these  : 

The  petitioners,  in  the  Summer  of  1811,  despatched 
the  schooner  Mara,  a  coasting  vessel,  to  Eastport,  in 
MeMBcknsetts,  for  a  load  of  plaster  of  Paris,  which 
was  obtained ;  on  her  return  she  was  seized,  and  the 
▼eassl  snd  car^o  were  libelled.  Judgment  by  the  court 
was  given  agamst  the  vessel  and  cargo,  on  this  ground : 
that  the  vessel,  as  a  coasting  vessel,  was  engaged,  con- 
tnoj  to  law,  in  a  foreign  trade ;  all  which  will  evi- 
dently appear  by  a  reference  to  the  record.  The  peti- 
tionen  seek  relief  from  Congress,  and  rely  to  obtam  it 
on  tlie  ground  that  the  plaster  of  Paris,  which  was 


purchased'of  a  eeitain  SeikMnon  Bice,  of  SasMit,wai' 
legally  imported  into  the  United  States.  Thk  case 
has  been  solemnly  decided  by  the  judidory,  on  great 
deliberation,  after  giving  the  parties  ample  time  tomake 
their  defence.  The  fact  on  which  they  depend  fbr  ob- 
taining relief  from  Congress,  if  it  existed  at  oU,  had  an 
exirtence  prior  to  the  institution  of  a  libel  against  the 
said  vessel  and  cargo,  and  mi^  have  been  made  man- 
ifest to  the  court.  But  this  was  not  done;  no  new 
CMC  is  made  out;  a  review  of  the  cause,  in  the  nature 
of  an  appeal,  is  solicited.  This  solicttation  is  contrary 
to  every  prinoqile  of  jurisprudence,  were  it  to  be  grant- 
ed. Infinite  mischief  woold  be  the  result,  ai^  the 
province  of  the  judicatories  of  the  United  States  would 
be  invaded.  If  the  parties  have  sustained  any  damage, 
it  ii  feirly  chargeable  to  their  own  rashness  or  negli- 
gence. If  th^  sore  vrithoot  a  nmedy,  they  are  the 
cause  of  it  From  tUe  view  of  the  case,  the  commit* 
tee  are  compelled  to  reoonmead  to  the  House  tbe 
adoption  of  the  following  resolntien : 

JKe§okf6d,  That  the  pstitiooen  have  leave  to  with* 
draw  their  pet^n* 

RSMiSSION  OF  DUTIES. 

Bifr.  NtwTOK,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Zenon  Orso,  a  native  of  New  Or- 
leans, made  the  following  report,  whicli  was  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table: 

The  petitioner  states^  that,  since  the  year  1801),  he 
has  purchased  of  John  D.  BeckteU,  and  others,  mer* 
chants  of  New  Orleans,  sundry  articles  of  foreign  aer* 
chandise,  the  duties  on  which  he  was  informed,  mi. 
verily  believes,  have  been  paid.  That  the  merchandise, 
thus  purchased,  at  sundry  times^waa  shipped  on  boead 
the  coasting  schooner  Victoire,  to  the  town  of  MoUle, . 
in  that  part  of  Louisiana,  of  which  possession  had  aet 
been  delivered  to  theCrovemment  of  the  United  States^ 
and  there  landed  the  said  merchandise^  and  disposed 
of  a  part  of  the  some.  The  petitioner  also,  fhrther 
states,  that,  towards  the  end  of  November,  18 10,  it  wee 
generally  believed,  that  a  certain  Reuben  Koi^er, 
vrlth  othen  associated  withliim,  Jud  formed  a  plan  for 
taking^lundering,  and  burning  the  said  town  of  Mo- 
bile. The  petitioner,  apprehending  on  attack  on  the 
said  town,  embarked  for  the  county  of  Baldwin,  jieaf 
Fort  Stoddert,  carrying  with  him,  in  the  said  sehoonec 
Victoise,  hii  femily,  and  the  merchandise  which  re- 
mained unsold ;  the  articles  of  which  are  enumeialed 
in  the  invoice  annexed  to  this  petition.  On  the  am* 
vol  of  wJiifh  merchandise,  at  the  port  of  Fort  Sled* 
dert,  the  petitioner  reported  to  the  collector  of  Uie  dle^ 
trict  of  Mobile,  who  compelled  him  to  eater  the  i 
and  give  bond  for  the  payment  of  duties  on  the  i 


The  petitioner  prays  to  be  relieved  from  the  paymenl 
of  the  said  bond,  amounting  to  upwards  of  sax  hnadrsd 
dollars. 

The  committee,  on  mature  consideration  of  this  caee» 
are  impressed  vrith  the  opinion,  that  they  have  not  ja* 
risdiction  over  the  same.  They  think  that  it  belongs 
properly,  to  the  cognizance  of  the  judiciary.  The  pe- 
titioner complains  that  he  has  been  compelled,  by  the 
collector  at  Fort  Stoddert,  to  execute  a  bond  contrary 
to  law,  for  the  payment  of  duties  on  certain  merchan- 
dise, not  liable  to  pay  duties.  The  cose  is  brief^  this: 
tike  merchandise  subjected  to  duty,  he  says,  he  pur- 
chased of  John  D.  Becktell,  and  othen,  at  New  Or^ 
leans,  in  the  yean  1809  and  1810,  the  duties,  previously 
to  hii  purchasing  the  same,  having  been  paid.  That, 
in  the  year  1809  he  moved,  and  carried  vrith  him  to 
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tKe  town  of  Mobile,  tho  meiebancHie  then  purehased ; 
and  that  at  sundry  times  afterwards,  in  the  year  1810, 
he  received  at  the  last  mentioned  place,  other  articles 
of  merchandise  purchased  of  the  said  John.  D.  Beck- 
tell,  and  others ;  and  that  he  resided  at  the  town  of 
Mobile,  till  the  latter  end  of  November,  1810 ;  at  which 
time,  apprehending  an  attack  on  the  town,  by  a  certain 
Reuben  Kemper  and  others,  he  removed,  with  the  mer^ 
chandise  then  unsold,  to  the  ix>unty  of  Baldwin,  near 
Fort  Stoddert.  If  the  petitioner  has  been  constrained, 
illegally,  to  secure  the  duties  on  the  above-mentioned 
merchandise,  the  courts  of  law  are  open  to  the  peti- 
tioner for  relief;  to  them  he  ought  to  resort  The  pe- 
titioner can  £urly  bring  his  case  to  a  judicial  examina- 
tion and  decision,  by  refusing  to  pay  the  bond,  executed 
by  him  to  secure  the  duties  to  the  United  States.  It 
is  the  province  of  the  Legislature  to  enact  laws,  but 
not  to  expound  and  enfnroe  them.  Happily  for  this 
n^ation,  these  solemn  duties  are  confided  to  separate 
and  distinct  departments^  The  committee  can  neter 
he  brought  to  eountenanee  an  usurpation  of  power,  by 
any  of  their  acts.  The  demarkations  which  the  Con- 
stitution has  fixed  and  assigned  to  the  several  co-ordi- 
nate branches  of  the  Government,  will  be  seduously 
kept  in  view.  They  will  never  pass,  knowingly,  the 
barrier  prescribed  1^  the  Constitution  to  their  func- 
tions. These  consii^erations,  they  conceive,  sufficiently 
justify  them  in  recommending  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  refuse  the  interposition  of  its  extraordi- 
nary powers,  and  the  propriety  of  leaving  the  petitioner 
to  his  remedy  at  law.  But,  should  the  House  deem 
this  position  not  soUd,  and  require  a  report  on  the  mer- 
its of  the  case ;  in  order  to  n^eetwith  promptitude  such 
a  requimtion,  and  to  prevent  delay,  the  committee  beg 
leave  to  <^er  the  following  views  on  the  merits  of  th^ 
claim  of  the  petitioner,  to  a  remission  of  the  duties : 

On  a  full  and  deliberate  examination  of  this  case, 
this  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  relief  ought  not  to 
be  granted.  The  reasons  which  have  led  them  to  form 
this  opinion,  are  the  following:  The  petitioner,  who 
states  that  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  knew, 
at  the  time  that  he  removed  from  New  Orleans,  with 
the  avowed  intention  of  taking  bis  stand,  of  residing 
at  the  town  of  Mobile,  and  carrying  on  there  the  bu- 
siness of  a  merchant,  that  the  town  of  Mobile  was  in* 
passession  of  the  Spaniards,  and  subject,  while  they 
peasessed  it,  to  the  laws  of  Spain. 

He  had  Voluntarily  removed  himself  from  the  juris- 
dictioh  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  had  re- 
linquished during  sudi  residence  there,  all  claim  to  the 
privileges  which  they  impart.  Had  he  committed, 
while  he  residod  there,  an  ofbnce,  which  was  punisha- 
ble by  the  Spanish  laws,  he  would  have  been  amenable 
to  than  1  Had  he  imported  merchandise  there,  it  would 
likewise  have  been  subject  to  the  tariff  of  the  Spanish 
eustoras,  and  the  duties  arising  from  the  same,  would 
have  gone  to  the  Spanish  treasury.  These  are  posi- 
tions the  committee  take  to  be  undeniable ;  no  excep- 
tion can  be  made  to  them ;  nor  can  the  petitioner  avail 
to  himself  any  advantage,  bv  aHegmg,  that  the  town 
of  Mobile,  was  a  part  of  Louisiana ;  because,  although 
the  tovni  in  fact  was  part  of  the  territory  belonging  to 
the  United  States,  yet  the  possession  of  it  had  not  been 
obtained  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  fi^m 
that  of  Spain. 

During  die  forcible  detainer  of  the  town  of  Mobile, 
by  the  Spanish  Government,  that  of  the  United  States 
could  view  it  in  no  other  light,  than  as  being,  during 
the  possession  thereof  bv  the  Spaniards,  for  all  pur- 
poses of  oommeroe  and  intercourse,  a  place  under  the 


jurisdiction  of  a  foreign  nation.  Had  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  considered  it  in  any  other  point 
of  view,  the  town  of  Mobile  would  have  been  the  em- 
porium of  foreign  merchandise  for  the  surroundini^ 
country,  and  the  treasury  of  the  United  Stales  would 
have  been  defrauded  of  the  duties  arising  on  their 
importation.  If  these  reasons  be  sound,  and  the  com- 
mittee are  persuaded  that  they  are  so,  the  petitioner 
can  have  no  just  cause  for  complaining  that  the  mefw 
chandise,  which  he  removed  from  the  town  of  Mobile, 
to  the  county  of  Baldwin,  has  been  subjected  to  the 
payment  of  duties  to  the  United  States.  Should  this 
ground,  however,  prove  to  be  untenable,  which  tho 
committee  apprehend  is  not  likely  to  be  done;  another 
consideration  of  which  the  petitioner's  case  is  suscep- 
tible, win  place  it  beyond  every  hope  of  redress,  and 
show,  in  the  stropgest  n^mner,  that»  by  granting  ralia^ 
all  the  just  nil6s  which  reason  and  law  sanction,  would 
be  violated. 

The  petitioner,  in  substantiating  his  claim  to  have 
the  duties  remitted,  which  he  has  been  compelled  to 
secure  to  the  United  States,  by  the  collector  of  Foot 
Stoddert,  insists  much  on  this  net,  that  the  merchan- 
dise>  on  which  Ihe  dtities  have  been  paid,  was  pur- 
chased of  certain  merchants  in  New  Orieans,  on  which 
the  duties,  previous  to  his  purchasing  the  same,  had 
been  paid  to  the  United  States.  This  statement,  and 
the  confident  reliance  of  the  petitioner  on  it,  to  m^o 
good  his  .claim,  requires  some  examination.  To  pef^ 
form  which  task,  the  commi|tee  are  necessarily  ^ooa- 
polled  to  analyze  the  evidence  offisred  by  the  petitio&er. 
The  deposition  of  John  B.  BeckteU,  taken  exparte^ 
amounts  to  this,  that  certain  merchandise,  specified  in 
the  invoice  annexed  to  the  petition,  was  purchased  of 
him  at  New  Orleans,  in  the  years  1809  and  18L0,  but 
it  does  not  prove  that  the  merchandise  which  was  re- 
moved in  1810,  by  the  petitioner,  in  the  schooner  Vic- 
toire,  a  coasting  vessel  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
aforementioned  county  of  Baldwin,  was  the  same  mer- 
chandise which  had  been  purchased  of  him  in  the  years 
1809  and  1810.  Nor  was  it  possible  for  the  deponent 
to  do  so.  How  could  he  depose  to  the  identity  of  the 
articles  of  merchandise,  after  such  a  lapse  of  time  T 
Could  not  the  town  of  Mobile  be  furnished  in  the  coarse 
of  trade,  vrith  the  like  articles,  from  no  other  penon 
than  the  deponent;  from  no  other  place  than  New 
Orieans  t  The  attempt  to  prove  the  foct  as  stated, 
would  be  i>roving  too  much ;  it  would  be  proving  « 
thing,  if  not  impossible,  that  was  at  least  mghly  im- 
probable. The  fact,  then,  that  the  merchandise  which 
was  removed  to  the  aforementioned  county  of  Baldwin* 
was  a  part  of  the  same  ^roecified  in  the  invoice,  and 
which  was  purchased  as  aforementioned,  ii  proved  only 
by  the  statement  and  averment  of  the  petitioner  alone. 
This  testimony  is  inadmiMible ;  it  is  contrary  to  ell 
the  rules  of  enlightened  jurisprudence,  that  the  party 
interested  should  be  a  witness;  nay,  the  solo  wltnese 
in  his  own  cause.  The  committee  do  not  intend,  by 
their  mode  of  examining  this  case,  to  implicate  thbe 
characters  of  the  petitioner,  or  the  dq>onent.  These 
are  persons  unknown  to  them ;  and  they  deprecate 
nothing  more  than  the  infliction  of  injury  on  the  feel- 
ings and  characters  of  those  who  shall  pass  in  their 
view  and  review,  while  performing  the  sacred  office  of 
judges.  To  keep  the  scales  of  justice  in  equipoise,  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  citizen,  is  the  sole  ob- 
ject of  the  committee.  To  effectnste  thb  object,  always 
desirable,  but  of  difficult  attainment,  the  freedom '  of 
discussion  is  essentiaL  Truth  cannot  be  arrived  at 
widiout  the  vigorous  and  free  exercise  and  exertion  of 
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th#  fPif^'*'—  of  the  mmd.  S«r  lights  must  be  elicited, 
like  nwrks  from  the  flint;  to  those  belong  the  property 
to  animate  and  to  cherish,  and,  when  just  caase  and 
imperions  necessitj  shall  require,  to  blast,  or  to  con- 
some. 

For  these  reasons,  the  committee  respectAillj  sub- 
mit the  following  resolution : 

JUm>hedt  That  the  petitioner  hare  leare  to  withdraw 
his  petition. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  House  resumed  the  eonsideratioo  of  the 
onfinished  business  of  yesterdajr,  being  th6  bill  to 
eompromise  the  claims  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi 
Temtory. 

Mr.  Alston's  amendment,  proposing  to  strike 
out  of  the  4th  section ,  the  words  '^a  sufficient 
legal  release  of  all  such  claim  or  claims  to  the 
UntCed  States,"  and  insert "  such  sufficient  release 
as  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,"  being  still  under  consideration— 

Messrs.  Oaklbt  and  Fisk,  of  New  York,  oppo- 
sed its  adoption,  and  Mr.  Alston  supported  it. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Alston's  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negatire,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Yancet  mored  to  add  the  following  pro- 
viso to  the  end  of  the  4th  section : 

*■  ProridedfyriheTf  That  no  person  or  persons,  ma- 
Idng  payment  for  lands  in  certificates  authorized  to  be 
iasiiea  bj  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  discount  for 
prompt  payment,  new  allowed  by  law  to  purchasers  of 
poUie  lands." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 

Mr.BARNETT  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting a  new  section  as  the  8th  section  of  tb^  bill, 
as  fonown : 

Bae.  8.  And  he  U  further  enmeted,  That  no  origi- 
nal giaiilse  sf  grantees,  their  heirs  or  devisees,  or  any 
person  or  persons  eonoemed  in,  or  privy  to,  the  fraud 
m  the  ongiDal  contract,  or  any  one  claiming  under 
ihesa,  having  notice,  of  the  fraud  at  the  time  of  pur- 
chase,  shall  be  entitled  to  any  benefit  arising  from  the 
inoTMons  of  this  bill,  but  all  such  claims  shall  accrue 
to  the  United  States." 

This  proposition  produced  considerable  discQs- 
sioa,  in  which  Bifessrt.  Oaklbt,  Babnstt,  Fisk 
of  New  York,  Wrioht,  Qsundt,  Wbbstjbr, 
PieKBvs,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Fisk  of  Vermont, 
and  Shabp,  took  a  part. 

Mr.  Shabp,  of  Kentucky,  took  occasion  to  ex- 
press his  opinions  respecting  the  principle  of  the 
Dill.  He  reprobated,  ia  an  energetic  and  eloquent 
maooer,  the  fraud  of  the  original  purchase,  and 
imvokcd  the  House  not  to  sanction  so  corrupt  a 
(iBBsaetion,  and  prostrate  the  principles  of  justice 
itseli^  from  motives  of  expediency  and  policy. 

Mr.  Robbrtson,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  the 
ansodoieiit.  He  likewise  reiterated  the  reasons 
Iw  had  before  submitted  in  support  of  the  bill  in 
its  present  shape ;  and  disclaimed  for  himself  any 
iateatioo,  either  directljr  or  indirectly,  to  ^ive 
eooBtenance  to  the  original  fraud.  His  object 
wms  to  extend  relief  to  innooent  sad  uncontam- 
iMited  sufferers,  who,  but  for  the  compromise 
contemplated,  would  be  involved  in  undsservod 


ruin,  and  to  that  ruin  he  would  not  conseat  to 
abandon  them. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  briefly  replied  to  Mr. 
Sharp,  and  vindicated  his  reasons  for  advocating 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Nelson^  of  Virginia,  explained  concisely 
some  of  the  opinions  advanced  by  him  yesterday 
against  the  bill,  and  replied  to  the  several  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side.  He  likewise  disclaimed 
any  design  to  impeach  the  motives  of  those  gen- 
tlemen who  advocated  the  bill. 

Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  spoke  with  much  zeal 
against  the  amendment.  He  said  that,  while  the 
House  was  unanimously  condemning  the  fraud 
or  the  first  purchase,  the  prpposed  amendment, 
by  requiring  an  oath  to  entitle  claimants,  to  in- 
demnification,  was,  in  effect,  offering  a  bribe  to 
swear  falsely.  He  entered  at  some  length,  also, 
into  an  investigation  of  the  policy  of  the  bill, 
which  he  supported. 

Mr.  Barnbtt,  of  Georgia,  replied  to  Mr.  Fisk, 
and  again  uri^d  the  propriety  of  the  amend- 
meuL 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  followed  in  support  of 
the  amendment,  and  adduced  various  considera- 
tions in  its  favor. 

Mr.  GHOKfSON,  of  Virginia,  made  a  few  remarks 
on  the  amendment  and  on  the  bill.  He  said  the 
claims  which  gave  rise  to  the  bill  were  founded 
on  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  so  often 
alluded  to,  yet^  in  all  the  classes  of  claimaqts 
comprehended  in  the  proposed  amendment,  not 
a  case  oould  be  found  similar  to  the  case  decided 
by  the  Court.  He  took  occasion  also  to  disclaim, 
in  a  remark  he  made  yesterday,  and  which  had 
been  noticed  in  the  course  of  debate,  any  inten- 
tion to  wound  the  feelings  of  gentlemen  in  favor 
of  the  compromise,  or  lo  Reflect  on  their  mo- 
tives 

Mr.  Oaklet,  of  New  York,  replied  to  Mr. 
Gholson.  so  far  as  respected  his  allusion  to  the 
decision  of  the  Supreine  Court;  which  decisionr 
he  explained,  and  illustrated  in  an  argumentative 
and  perspicuous  manner.  He  likewise  touched 
upon  and  advocated  the  validity  of  the  act  ma- 
king the  original  Yazoo  grant,  and  the  conss*^ 
quent  nullity  of  the  rescinding  act;  which  opin- 
ion he  supported  by  the  great  principle  of  the 
Constitution  that  declares  no  State  shall  pass  a 
law  to  impair  the  obligation  of  contracts,  &c. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  BarnettVi 
amendment,  and  lost.  For  the  amendment  71, 
against  it,  86,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrp.  Alexander,  Alstsn,  Anderson,  Bard, 
Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell,  Caldwell, 
Caihonn,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Cronch,  Cuth- 
bert»  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Dii- 
vallyEarle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Oholson, 
Goodvryn,  (Tourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Hawes, 
Humphreys,  Hungerford,  Ingeraoll,  Ingham,  Irwin, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy, 
Kerr,  Lefibrts,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee,  McKim, 
McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  PennsyWania,  Ringgold, 
Roane,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stioog,  Tanaahill*  Tdftift 
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Ticmpi  U^ree,  Whitoiai^  WUma  of  PamMylTaiOf,  tnd 
Wright, 

Nats — Hemn,  Archer,  Arery,  BajUes  of  Mttsii- 
ehdsettiy  Bigelow,  Bojd,  Brtdbniy,  Bradley,  Breck- 
enridge,  Brigham,  Butler,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark, 
Comstock,  Cooper^  Cox,  Creightoil,  Culpeper,  DaTen-' 
port,  Davis  of  Massachusetta,  Ely,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
yermont,  Fitk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Grosvenor,  Harris,  Hashrouck,  Howell,  Hufty,  Inring, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kent 
of  New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kershaw,  Kilbonm, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  Miller,  Moffit,  Mont^ 
gomeiy,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pickens,  Pitkin,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William 
Reed,  Rich,  Richardson,  Ridgely,  Robertson,  Ruggles, 
Sherwood,  Skinner,  Smith  of  New  Hampsldre,  Smith 
of  New  York,  Starg6s,  Taggart,  TaHmadge,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of 
New  Jeney,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  WOcoz,  Wil- 
liams,  Wilson  of  Massachusetto,  Winter,  Wood,  and 
Yancey. 

A  motion  was  made  br  Mr.  Oaklbt,  to  amend 
the  third  section  of  the  bill,  by  inserting  the  fol- 
lowing p>rovl80,  to  eome  ia  as  the  first  proviso  of 
that  section : 

<*  Providedf  That  every  person  having  claim  under 
either  of  the  said  companies,  and  entitled  to  indem^ty 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  liiall  receive  such  indemnity  only 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  sMxik  claim.'* 

Aiid  the  questum  being  takei»,  it  passed  iir  the 
affirmative. 

Alter  the  proviso  which  commences  in  the  27th 
line  of  the  second  sectton,  so  as  to  read^  "  and  pro- 
vided, also.'' 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Oaklet,  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  a  new  section,  to  come 
in  between  the  seventh  and  eighth  sections,  as 
follows : 

Sxc.  8.  And  be  it  further  tnaeted.  That,  when* 
ever  the  legal  estate  in  any  of  the  said  lands  (suppos- 
ing the  said  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, of  the  7th  of  January,  1796,  had  been  valid  and 
efiectual)  shall  be  vested  in  any  person  or  persons  who, 
at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  be  under 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  it  shall  be  lawful  Ibr  the 
gOAfdian  or  guaniians  of  such  person  or  penMms,  ap- 
pointed in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  respective 
States  in  which  such  person  or  persons  may  reside,  to 
execute  for  and  in  behalf  of  such  person  or  penons, 
and  depeiito  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  United  States,  the  release,  assignment,  and  power, 
mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  this  act;  which  said 
release,  assigiiment,  and  power,  so  executed  and  de- 
posited, as  aforesaid,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  good 
and  effectual,  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Imoham^  to  amend 
the  third  section  of  the  bill,  by  striking  out 
these  words:  *'Out  of  the  first  moneys  in  the 
^  Treasury  of  the  United  States  arising  from  the 
'  sales  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
'  tory,  af^er  the  money  due  to  the  State  of  Geor- 
'  gia,  and  the  expenses  of  surveying  such  lands, 
*  have  been  saiisned ;"  and,  in  lieu  Uiereof^  to  in- 
sert the  following :  "  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
thefaunh  section  of  thiaact.'' 


And  the  question  being  takeo,^  it  wa»  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Pickens,  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  adding  to  the  end  of  the  eighth 
section,  as  adopted,  the  following  words  : 

**  That  in  case  of  femntef  covert  claiming  Isnds  un* 
der  the  acl^  or  pretended  act,  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
aforesaid,  passed  the  7th  day  of  Januaiy,  1795,  it  shall 
be  lawful u>r  the  husbapd  and  wife  to  join  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  release,  assignment,  and  transfer,  men- 
tioned ip  the  first  section  of  this  act,  and  that  such 
release^  assignment,  and  transfer,  shall  be  good  and 
effisctual  as  as  to  the  interest  of  such  wife  :  Promded, 
That  the  release,  assignment,  and  transfer,  executed 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  acknowledged  before  a  judge  or 
justice  of  a  court  of  record;  and  shall  have  the  attesta- 
tion of  such  judge  or  justice,  certifying  that,  on  the 
separate  examination  of  the  wife,  she  acknowledged 
tmit  die  had  freely  and  voluntarily  executed  the 
same." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  pasMd  ii^  the 
affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oaklet,  the  bill  was  further 
amended,  by  strikinff  out  the  word  "  August^"  in 
the  first  and  second  sections,  and  inserting  the 
word  "January.'' 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Gbdnot,  to  amend 
the  third  section^  by  strikiiig  out  the  following 
words, contained  m  the  3d  and  4th  lines:  "  or  ca 
auy  of  them,  as  are  hereinbefore  prescribed,"  and 
insert  the  following  words :  '*  to  the  amocm  t  of  at 
least  nine-tentbs  of  the  whole  lands  claimed  by 
virtue  of  the  sales  made  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Georgia,  to  the  respective  companies 
hereafter  enumeratea." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Oaklbt,  to  amend 
the  amendment  offered  bv  Mr.  Qeundv,  by  strik- 
ing: out  the  word  ^^  ntae|''  and  insarttnf  '^  six." 

And  theqsesciott  being  taken,  it  w«r  d^tac- 
mined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr»  WfiraoT,  to 
am^d  the  ameildmeiit  proposed  by  Mr.  Qttonin^ 
by  striking  out  the  word  ^  nine  "  and  inserting' 
"eighV  .  ,  ^ 

And  the  queistion  being  taken,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  thea  taken  to  agtee  to  the 
said  amendm^t,  and  passed  in  the  afflrmatiTc 

^A  motioE  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Oaklbt,  to 
add  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  GhitriiDT, 
and  last  adopted,  the  allowing  words :  ^  exetii- 
sive  of  siieh  claims  to  the  said  lands  as  shall  hare 
vested  in  the  United  States  by  the  operatiDii  of 
law." 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken^it  paaacd 
in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Alston,  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  inserting,  after  th^  word  ^*  who,"  in 
the  twenty-eighth  line  of  the  third  section,  the  fol- 
lowing words:  ^'  by  themselves,  their  ageata,  or 
partners." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deto* 
mined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  mad^  by  Mr.  Grundy,  to  «dd  « 
proviso  to  the  end  of  the  third  section,  in  the  fo^ 
lowing  wocds: 
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*JM,  pnMed  abo^  That  bo  oeitifleftto  of  ctoek 
QBty  ftt  leist  nine-teBthf  of  tho  claunt  dle- 
BT  the  mIm  made  by  the  SCaU  of  Geoipa, 
czdiwTe  of  iQch  daims  to  the  aaid  koib  a»  ahall  hare 
▼ested  in  the  United  Statea  by  operation  of  law,  ahall 
ha^e  been  aorrendered  and  duly  releaied,  aa  required 
hy  ihia  act," 

And  the  qoeatloD  heiog  taken,  it  w^a  deter-r 
mined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mjt.  Yancsy,  to  amend 
tfae  bill,  by  striking  out  irom  the  word  "  ckims," 
in  the  3d  line  of  the  8th  section  of  the  bill  as  sent 
ftom  the  Senate,  to  the  end  of  that  section,  and 
inserting  the  following  words :  "  within  the  time 
'  and  upon  the  conditions  mentioned  in  this  act, 
'  they  snail  he  forever  thereafter  preeluded  of  the 
'  benefit  of  the  said  compromise.'^ 

Ajid  the  question  beiog  taken,  U  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Qahton  said  he  was  conacioua  that  a  ma- 
jomy  of  the  Hotis^  were  impa^ieht  for  a  deciaioQ 
upon  the  MU  tod  w%M  receive  with  rehictaoee 
aaf  itfopoatioft  tQ  aoMnd  it.  But  he  fdt  it  • 
my  «MpJtaticaUy  to  declare  his  disappvobattoo 
of  a  pfinoiple  coBMdned  in  one  of  the  acetions  of 
the  mil,  and  he  knew  of  no  mode  by  which  this 
ialeatioa  could  be  so  effiBctuaiiy  execnted  as  by 
maviag  to  strike  out  that  section.  Whatever 
n^ht  he  the  result  of  this  motion,  earnestly  as 
be  wished  It  to  succeed,  he  should  vote  in  favor 
of  the  bUl.  He  should  give  this  vote  because  of 
his  eonviotipn  that  the  public  peace  and  the  pros- 
perity of  ao  extensive  territorv  demanded  that  a 
rIaagiiOH'i  controversy  should  oe  quieted^  and  the 
examaation  of  the  committee  rendered  it  almost 
eeftaia  that  the  bill  would  produce  this  salutary 
eooaequeooe.  The  bill  holds  forth  an  offer  of 
compromise  to  the  claimants  under  the  act  of 
Qtorgia,  which  we  have  reason  to  believe  will 
be  generally  if  not  universally  accepted.  The 
eompromise  would  probably  be  more  advantage- 
«M»  to  ibem  than  the  aaaertion  of  a  doubtful  and 
dcecnredly  odioos  claim.  It  assuredly,  in  his 
jiidgraea^  was  less  injurious  to  the  nation  than 
tbe  pofBihility  that  this  claim  might  be  heMa£ter 
asserted  with  effect. 

That  a  reasooable  time  should  be  aUowed  to 
tbe  alaiBiaDae  to  determine  oo  the  aeoeptanee  or 
retjttoiioB  of  this  proposition,  and  that  all  that  de- 
ekaei  ateeptaaee  within  the  prescribed  period, 
abo^id  be  exelutel  from  the  besedt  of  it,  was 
perfectly  correct.  He  apf^roved  also  of  the 
aimdmnif  which  had  been  mcorpoimtBd  into  the 
biU,  forbidding  aU  compromise  unless  nia»4entbs 
of  the  clatmaau  should  embrace  it.  But  the 
eighth  section  (said  Mr.  (k)  undertakes  to  do 
-v&ai  I  eaanot  sanction.  In  substance,  it  declares 
that  those  who  will  not  accede  to  the  eomjpro- 
laise  shall  forfeit  their  claims  to  the  hind  derived 
iMider  the  act  of  Georgia.  I  will  not  say  that  you 
have  not  the  power  to  legislate  to  this  effect ;  but 
I  do  sav.  if  you  have  xm  power,  the  exercise  of 
U  is  arbitrary  and  despotic.  You  are  not,  indeed, 
teteced  as  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  by  consti- 

ional  prohibitions  to  impair  the  obligation  of 

atracts,  bnt  yoa  are  bound  by  the  fsMaoMntal 
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maxims  of  justice  not  toabnihilate  vested  rights 
without  the  consent  of  those  to  whom  they  apper- 
tain. The  principle  involved  in  this  section  is 
as  tyrannical  as  that  which  characterized  the 
repealioff  and  (as  the  Supreme  Court  has  pro- 
nouDced)  the  void  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Ueor- 
gia.  You  in  fact  say  to  the  claimants,  "  if  you 
will  not  accept  of  what  we  choose  to  give,  what 
you  have  shall  be  taken  away."  The  principle. 
IS  monstrous — I  protest  against  it,  and  to  record 
that  protest  move  you  that  the  eighth  section  be 
stricken  out. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter-, 
mined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Hall,  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  from  the  words  *^  use  of," 
in  the  10th  line  ofthe  sixth  section,  to  the  ehd  of 
that  section,  and  to  insert  the  following  words : 
"  Such  person  or  persons  as  were,  at  that  time,  or 
*'  noware,  seized  in  fee  ofthe  title,  and  shaH  be.  and 
'  hereby  are,  declared  to  be  holden  and  liable  to 
'  Vcfuad  and  pay  the  amount  to  such  person  or 

*  persons,  or  their  legal  representatives.    And  the 

*  Commissioners  herein  named,  for  the  use  of  the 

*  United  States,  shall  deduct  the  amount  of  the 
'  money  so  withdrawn,  from  the  sums  which  may 
'  be  allowed  in  the  compromise  herein  contem- 
'  plated  with  persons  claiming  under,  and  deriv- 

*  ing  title  from,  any  original  grantee  or  grantees, 
^  their  associates,  or  agents,  in  proportion  to  the 

*  respective  sums  which  have  been  drawn  by  or 
'  in  the  name  of  such  company  or  companies,  or 
'  by  any  person  under  them,  in  terms  of  the  afore- 

*  said  act  of  the  State  of  G^rgia." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  determine^ 
in  the  negative. 

Finally,  the  question  was  stated  on  engrossing 
the  amendments,  and,  together  with  the  bill,-!)^ 
inff  passed  to  a  third  readinff ;  when 

Air*  Pickens,  of  Sonth  Cfaroliaa,  asked  leave 
substaatially  to  state  the  reasons  which  would 
govtfin  him  in  vodng  against  the  bill.  He  then 
took  a  brief  view  of  the  subject,  and  declared  his 
belief  in  the  expediency  and  propriety  of  a  com- 
promise;  bat  the  bill  was  defective,  he  shid,  in 
certain  particulars,  which,  in  his  opinion,  ren- 
dered its  passage  improper,  and  which  could  not 
be  vamedied  at  this  late  hour,  even  though  he 
were  able  to  frame  the  necessary  amendments. 

The  question,  as  stated  above,  was  then  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  For  engrossing 
85,  against  it  65. 

SATCfltnAY,  March  26. 

Mr.  btoBRsoLL,  from  the  Conunittee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, made  a  repoEt  on  the  petition  ofthe  Board 
of  Trustees  of  Jeneraen  College,  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  oo 
the  table. 

Mr.  WfiBBTBR,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented 
the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  sufferers  by  the 
late  destructive  fire  in  that  town,  praying  to  be 
aUowed  to  transport  lime  by  water  from  the  Dis- 
trict of  Maine,  to  enable  them  to  rebuild  their 
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bouses ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  with  instructions  to  bring  in  a  bill 
conformable  to  the  prayer  of  the  petition — Messrs. 
Webster,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Forsyth, 
Wood,  and  Kennedy,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  resolution  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  Illinois  Tefritory.  refer- 
red on  the  21st  of  December  last;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  messsge  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "  declaring 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  -of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  therein  men- 
tioned," with  amendments,  in  which  they  ask 
che  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  were  read,  and,  together  with 
the  bill,  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "to  authorize  two 
lotteries  in  Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia," 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
addressed  to  him,  eoclosing.the  certificate  of  the 
election  of  Joseph  H.  Hawkins,  to  serve  in  this 
House,  as  one  of  the  members  of  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  in  the  place  of  Henry  Clay,  resigned. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Klectioas* 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate,  asking  a  further  conference 
upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  disagieeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses  on  the  16th  amendment  made 
by[  this  House  to  the  bill  *'forthe  better  organ- 
izing, paying,  and  supplying,  the  Army  of  ilie 
United  States."    When, 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  managers  appointed  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  to  attend  the  conferesQe 
on  the  said  disagreeing  votes,  made  a  report; 
which  was  read:  Whereupon, 

BeBolvedf  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  re- 
quest of  the  Senate  for  a  further  coafefenceropon 
ihe  subject-matter  of  the  said  16th  amendment, 
and  that  Messrs.  Troup,  TALLMAD<iE,and  Dbsba, 
be  managers  at  the  came,  on  the  part  of  this 
House. 

A  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  appoint- 
inff  a  joint  committee  to  establish  permanent 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  printing  of  the  two 
Houses  was  taken  up,  and,  being  amended,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Jaokson,  of  Virginia,  by  adding 
the  words  "  supply  of  stationery,"  to  the  resolu- 
tion ;  it  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ordered 
on  the  part  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  "  for  the  reTief 
of  David  Porter,  and  his  officers  and  crews ;" 
also,  a  bill  "authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  exchange  a  certain  parcel  of 
land  in  the  city  of  New  York,  for  other  lands  in 
the  same  city,  or  its  vicinity,"  in  which  bills  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  conferees  on  the  part  of 
the  House,  appointed,  this  day,  to  attend  a 
further  conference  with  the  conferees  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 


two  Houses  on  the  bill  ^  for  the  better  organ iziiig, 
paying,  and  supplying  the  Army  of  the  UnitM 
States;"  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and 
adopted  by  the  House. 

YAZOO  CLAIMS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  '^  for  the  indemnifi- 
cation of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,"  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amen.ded,  and  the  question  was  stated:  "Shall 
the  bill  rjws'P'  Whereupon, 

Mr.  PicKEMS  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
adding  thereto  the  following  words,  by  way  of 
rider : 

"And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  persons 
claiming  lands  under  the  aforesaid  act,  or  pretended 
act,  of  the  State  of  Greorgia,  passed  January  the  7th, 
1796,  shall  produce  all  the  evidences  of  their  claima  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next,  and  deponte 
the  same  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  examination  of  the  GommisiioB*  ^ 
era  appMnted  bj  virtue  of  this  act,  and  for  the  poipoee 
of  bcang  transcribad  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  pur- 
poee.  Aad  all  persons  daioiingaaafoiesaidywiio  shall 
fail  to  produce  and  deposite  the  evidenoea  of  their 
daims,  as  herein  required,  shall  foifoit  all  each  daima 
to  the  United  States ;  and  no  claim,  or  evideoca  of 
claim,  not  so  produced  and  depoeitad  on  or  b^re  the 
day  mentioned  in  this  section,  shall  ever  be  admitted 
in  evidence  in  any  court  whatever,  against  any  title 
derived  from  the  United  States : 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  short  discussion,  in 
which  Messrs.  Pickens,  Oaklet,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Wright,  Macon,  Qaston,  SrAKFOftD, 
Cuthbert,  and  Forsttb,  took  part;  during 
which  Mr.  Stanford  made  a  motion  to  commit 
the  bill  and  rider  to  a  select  committee,  whieh 
motion  was  lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
rider  to  be  engrossed,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive—ayes 60,  noes  71. 

Mr.  Pickens  then,  with  a  view  to  render  the 
bill  less  exeeptionable  to  himself  and  others, 
moved  to  recommit  it  to  a  Committee  ci  the 
Whole;  whieh  motion  was  lost  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

The  bill  being  put  on  its  passage^-^ 

Mr.  Sharp,  of  Kentucky,  in  an  animated  speech 
of  nM>re  than  half  an  hour,  opposed  its  passage. 
He  took  a  rapid  but  comprehensive  view  of  the 
subject,  and  opposed  the  bill  om  grounds  both  of 
inexpediency  and  injustice. 

Mr.  Barnbtt,  of  Georgia,  followed  on  the 
same  side  of  the  Question.  Having  been  an  eye- 
witness of  the  ori^nal  fraud,  and  having  a  per- 
sonal knowledge  ol  all  iu  enormity,  he  spoke  in 
a  feeling  manner  of  that  transaotion  and  of  its 
consequences,  Ac. 

Mr.  RiGBARDsoN,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  a 
short  time  in  support  of  the  bill  aad  in  reply  to 
gentlemen  who  opposed  it. 

Mr.  Forsyth,  or  Gkorgia,  replied  to  Mr.  Rioa- 
ARDSON,  and  entered  again  into  an  ioveatigadon 
of  the  bill,  which  he  opposed  with  his  usual  force, 
not  from  the  just  abhorrence  he  felt  at  the  orig- 
inal cormpcioa  of  tl»  purchase,  because  i^t 
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qoedlion  was  laid  at  rest,  bat  from  a  eoDvietioo 
ef  the  inexpediency,  impolicy, and  inadequacy  of 
the  bill  to  the  objects  contemplated. 

Mr.  RoBEBTsoN,  of  Loaisiana,  followed  in  an 
energetic  and  able  defence  of  the  biU ;  in  the 
course  of  which  he  replied  to  the  ^ntlemen  op- 
po^  to  him,  took  a  succinct  andlncid  Tiew  of 
the  subject;  and  enforced  and  illnstrated  the 
Tarions  reasons  that  influenced  him  in  his  sap- 
^ort  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  stated  concisely  the 
reasons  which  would  induce  him  to  vote  against 
the  bill  ^  and  declared  that  his  opposition  arose 
not  so  rtiQch  from  his  hostility  to  a  compromi.^e 
ms  from  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  bill,  which 
he  deemed  insufficient  to  effect  its  object^  d^. 

With  a  view  of  adducing  certain  facts  which 
had  come  into  his  possession,  and  which  tnight 
possibly  shed  some  light  on  the  subject,  Mr. 
Gholson.  of  Virginia,  moved  to  recommit  the 
hill  to  a  Committee  of  th#  whole  House. 

Mr.  A1.8TOH,  of  North  Carolina,  supported  this 
motion,  and  took  occasion  to  deliver' his  senti- 
Hiciits  in  part  on  the  bill,  which  he  opposed. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  made  a  few 
reiDarks  in  reply  to  an  observation  of  Mr.  Al- 
8T0V ;  when  the  question  was  taken  on  the  mo- 
tion to  commit  the  bill,  and  lost  without  a  divi* 
sioo. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
84,  Days  76,  as  follows : 

Nats — Messrs.  Aveiy,  Bsylies  of  Massachusetts, 
Bigsbw,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  Bradlsj,  Breckenridge, 
Brighsm,  Butler,  Champion,  Cilley,  Clark,  Comstock, 
Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Massa- 
chiwettB,  Ely,  FlniUey,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Hanson, 
BEaabronck,  Howell,  Hufty,  Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
bland,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kershaw,  Kilboom,  King 
€CMassadiU8etts,Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Mar- 
kaO,  Miller,  Moffit,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Par- 
h&r,  Psanso,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  Pottet,  John 
Xead,  Was.  Read,  Rich,  Richaidson,  RIdgaly,  Robait- 
aaa,  FnggltTi,  Sherwood,  Bhmheid,  SUimar,  Smith  of 
Haw  Hampshire^  Smith  of  Mew  York,  Stn^ras,  Tag- 
gait,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Voss,  Ward  of 
MaMdmsatts,  Ward  of  New  Jarasy,  Webster,  Whea- 
tm*  Whit^  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter, 
Wood,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Teas— Messrs.  Alaxaader,  Alston,  Aadeiaon,  Ar- 
cher, Bard,  Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Bnr- 
wellr  CaMwell,  Calhoun,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford, 
(^raighton.  Crouch,  Cntbbert,  Dafis  of  Penniylvania, 
Benoyelies,  Desha,  Duvall,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans, 
Panow,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Grif- 
fin, Gmndy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Humphreys,  Hun- 
g«rfoTd,IngerBolI,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedv,  Kent  of  Maryland, 
ITerr,  King  of  North  Carolina,  leflerts,  Lyle,  Macon, 
McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson, 
Newton^  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of 
FniBsylvama,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
6tmA  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanfora, 
Strong,  Tannehil],  Telfair,  Troup,  Udree,  Whitehill, 
«nd  Witoon  of  Pennsylvania. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


MoiiDAT,  March  28. 

Mr.  Webster,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 
^f  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire,  reported  a 
bill  to  provide,  durine  the  continuance  of  the 
present  embargo,  for  the  transportation  of  lime, 
by  water,  from  Thomastown  and  Camden,  in  the 
District  of  Maine,  to  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hamp- 
shire ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  Da- 
vid Porter,  and  his  oflScers,  "and  his  crews,"  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  exchange  a  cer- 
tain parcel  of  land  in  the  city  of  New  York  for 
other  lands  in  the  same  city,  or  its  vicinity,"  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  read  the  third  time 
to-day.  The  bill  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
tine^  and  passed. 

A  menage  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  they  have  passed  the  hill  *^  for  the  re- 
lief of  Edwin  T.  Satterwhite,  late  parser  of  the 
United  States'  brig  Hornet,"  with  amendments, 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
The  amendments  were  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ''for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Brevard ;"  also,  a  bill  author* 
izing  the  purchase  of  a  library  for  the  use  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States;"  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.  The  first  mentioned  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims.  The  last 
mentioned  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

MILITIA  LAWS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  militia  laws, 
which  was  read  through,  and  its  various  provis- 
ions were  explained  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New 
York,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  re- 
ported it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  an  amendment  was 
adopted  by  the  Committee — fifty-four  votes  to 
forty — ^goinj?  to  exempt  from  militia  duty  the 
Clerks  to  Congress  and  to  the  several  depart- 
ments about  the  seat  of  Government. 

Considerable  discussion  then  took  place  on  an 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  authorize  the  Government  to  defray  the 
expenses  preparatory  to  and  during  the  assem- 
blage of  militia  called  out  by  the  General  Gov- 
ernment-^not  now  provided  for  by  law — in  the 
same  manner  as  is  provided  for  defraying  those 
accruing  after  their  assemblage  at  the  place  of 
rendezvous.  The  amendment  was  warmly  advo- 
cated by  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Eppes, 
and  Mr.  Nelson,  on  the  ground  that  the  expenses 
incident  to  calling  out  and  marching  the  militia 
on  the  requisition  of  the  proper  authority  to  its 
place  of  rendezvous,  constituted  as  just  a  claim 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1927 


BISTOHY  OF  OONGEBSS- 


192» 


|I«  Of  E* 


Proceedir^gM, 


BiABCB,  I814U 


agftinst  the  United  States  as  those  incorred  after- 
wards. It  was  said  that  a  construction  had  been 
given  at  the  War  Department  adverse  to  such 
claims ;  that  a  provision  for  their  allowance  had 
been  recommended  by  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  every  principle  of  justice  and 
policy  sanctioned  the  adoption  of  the  amendment. 
The  chairman  of  the  Militia  Committee  and 
others  argued  that  it  was  impolitic  to  adopt  the 
amendment;  that  it  would  subject  the  Govern* 
mtnt  to  th^  payment  of  improper  expenditures 
of  money,  and  that  its.  retrospective  operation 
was  inadmissible.  The  objections  urged  a^inst 
that  provision  in  the  section  which  required  a 
payment  of  the  expenses  of  calling  out  the  militia 
induced  its  friends  to  consent  to  expunge  it, 
and  with  that  modification,  the  amendment  was 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  fifty-four  to  forty-three. 
The  section,  as  agreed  to,  is  in  the  following 
words: 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ezpeues  ia- 
cnned  or  to  be  ineoned  by  marching  the  Bilfitia  of  any 
State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States  to  their  places 
of  zeQdesvous,  in  punuance  of  a  reqaiotiom  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  or  which  shall  have 
been  or  may  be  incurred  in  cases  of  calls  made  by  the. 
ttuthori^  of  any  State  or  Territoiy,  which  shall  have 
been  or  may  be  approved  by  him,  shall  be  adjusted  and 
paid  in  like  manner  as  the  expenses  incurred  after 
such  rendezvous  on  the  requisition  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States:  Provided,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  considered  as  authorizing  any  spe- 
cies of  expenditure  jprevious  to  arriving  at  the  place  of 
rendezvous,  which  is  not  provided  by  existing  laws  to 
be  paid  for  after  such  rendezvous. 

Several  other  amendments  were  made  to  th^ 
bill,  which  were  reported  to  the  House  on  the 
risioff  of  the  Committee. 

When  the  first  of  these  amendments  came  be- 
fore the  House,  it  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Bar- 
NETT  and  Hall,  of  Georgia,  on  the  ground  that 
the  per^ns  proposed  to  be  exempted  wf  re  the 
best  paid,  best  fed,  and,  perhaps,  the  ablest  men 
in  the  District,  and,  considering  these  circum- 
stances, ought  to  be  the  last  exempted.  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, on  the  other  hand^  supported  the  amend- 
ment, on  the  ground  of^the  convenience,  if  not 
absolute  necessity,  of  such  a  re^rulation  to  the 
correct  management  of  the  affiirs  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  must  be  deranged  by  the  absence  of 
the  clerks  from  the  public  offices. 

Mr.  Taylor  proposed  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  ^ing  to  limit  the  exemption  to  the 
ordinary  rqutme  of  militia  duty. only. 

Messrs.  B^LL,  of  Ohio,  and  Kppes,  of  Virginia, 
and  others,  opposed  exemption  in  any  decree,  as 
well  on  the  prioeiple  of  equal  rights  and  equal 
duties,  as  because  such  exemption  as  was  now 
proposed  would  have  a  tendency  to  break  up  the 
excellent  volunteer  companies  now  existing  in 
this  city,  die. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Vir- 
ginia, to  strike  out  the  whole  section  as  agreed  to 
m  Cominittee,  and  the  motion  prevailed  by  a 
large  majoritv.  So  the  House  determined  to  in- 
sect in  the  bill  no  provision  on  the  subject. 


The  amendment  agreed  to  in  Committee  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  JACKSoif,  of  Virginia,  next 
came  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  moved  to  amapd  the 
amendment,  by  adding  to  it  a  provision  that  the 
expense  proposed  to  he  authorized  to  be  defrayed 
by  the  Government,  should  be  limited  to  that  of 
transportation  of  baggage  of  the  militia.  To  this 
Mr.  Jackson  objected,  as  going  to  render  com- 
pletely nugatory  the  main  amendment ;  and  mocli 
discussion  took  place  on  it. 

On  Mr.  Rich  Withdrawing  the  amendment, 
Mr.  Jackson  consented  to  some  verbal  alterationa 
in  the  amendment,  as  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee,  and  the  question  on  the  adoption  of  his 
amendment  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by 
yeas  and  nays — For  the  amendment  77,  against 
it  36. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Tuesday,  March  29. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  Josspb  H.  HAWKHia, 
from  Kentucky,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat,  in  the  place  of  Henry  Clay,  resigned. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Uisiriei 
of  Columbia,  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
^  to  authorize  two  lotteries  in  Qeoreetown,  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  without  amendment.  The 
bill  was  then  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  made  a  report  on  ^he 
petition  of  the  Governors  of  the  New  York  Hos- 
pital; which  was  read,  an4  the  resolution  therein 
contained,  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  ^t^ 
follows: 

Besolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tteamy 
be,  and  be  is  hereby,  required  to  rejfqt^  to  t^ 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  ^UMep 
of  Atneriea,  at  their  next  session,  thn  rn^mX 
amount  of  the  fund  foe  the  relief  of  ai«k  and  dsn* 
abled  seamen ;  and,  also,  whether  theaaaseougiht 
to  be  inereasedf  and  the  mode  best  caltqkted^  if 
there  exist  a  necessity  iPor  inoreasing  ^  eaoae,  of 
eflectoating  the  inerease  of  that  fund. 

Mr.  Nbwton  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  itH«f 
of  Archibald  MoCall;  which  WM  reed  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Bfpba,  from  the  Comnitlee  ef  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  anthorisinff  the  appoint* 
ment'of  agents  for  paying  ooiilkary  pesMobs; 
which  was  read  twice, and  ordered  tobeengjrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Oi^  motion  of  f/ir.  Lownoes,  of  ^onth  Caroling, 
the  bill  continuing  the  pay  of  the  officers,  sen- 
men,  and  marines  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States  having  passed  through  a  Commiuee  of 
the  Whole,  was,  without  objection,  ordered  to  be 
eqgrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr«  Eppss,  it  was  resolved^  hy  a 
large  majoritv,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  an  earlier  meeting 
of  Congress  than  the  suted  period,  with  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
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A  meaBage  fVom  the  Senate  iDformed  the  Hofuse 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill  '*  to  reTi?e  and 
continue  in  force  an  act  declaring  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of  Mary- 
land and  Gkorgia  f*  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
enrrenee  of  this  Home. 

PETITION  OF  THOMAS  OWEN. 

Mr.  MooRBi  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
re/erred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Owen,  made  a 
report;  which  was  read,  and  the  resoiitiioD  there* 
in  eoAtained  wiis  concorred  in  by  the  House. 
The  report  is  at  follows : 

That  the  petitioner  states,  that  he  is  a  mahofaetttrer 
nd  maehsiBc  by  profession,  and  a  nathre  of  Ireland ; 
that  he  emigrated  from  dial  conntrj,  and  arriTed  in 
die  filate  of  Maryland,  in  the  year  1804,  with  a  Tiew 
of  becoming  a  dtiaen  of  the  United  Statea;  that  ha 
has  ever  smee  resided  in  that  State,  and  married  a 
woman,  a  native  thereof,  by  whom  he  has  soTeral 
children ;  that,  nnoe  his  arriyal  in  this  country,  he  has 
devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the  erection  of  several 
vahiable  maaa£utories  (in  which  he  is  concerned  in 
mterest)  in  Baltimore  county,  in  the  State  aforesaid ; 
that  he  has  made  discoveries  in  manoiactaring  hemp 
and  ilax,  which  promise  to  be  advantageous  to  the 
nation ;  that,  in  consequence  of  incorrect  information 
felaltve  to  the  naturafization  laws,  he  was  under  the 
Impremion  that  they  required  a  residence  of  eight  yean 
ha  ^  United  States  previous  to  a  foreigner  being  per^ 
maMbA  to  take  any  steps  towards  being  naturaUled; 
tiiat,  confldmg  in  the  infbrmatbn  thus  received,  he 
never  made  a  declaration  of  his  intention  to  become  a 
dtizflQ  of  the  United  States,  m  required  by  law,  and 
in  consequence  tiiereo^  although  he  had  resided  in  the 
Slate  of  Maryland  nearly  eight  years  previous  to  the 
late  declaration  of  war  against  Great  Britain,  he  is 
prochided'  from  the  benefit  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  aoth  July,  1818.  Under  this  statement  of  his  case, 
Mattk  the  ctemittM  believe  to  be  correct,)  the  peti- 
Marwishea  a  law  to  be  passed  to  naturalite  him. 
W^  ^rfatne  of  the  piovidona  of  the  act  ef  Congress  of 
the  Ml  Juir,  1798,  the  petitioner  *<■  liable  to  be  ap- 
prehended, reitndtted,  secured,  and  removed,  aa  aa 
alian- enemy;"  and  although  Mr.  Owen  appears  to  be 
m  man  of  fiur  and  unsuspe^ed  character,  yet  the  com- 
flutlee  think  it  would  be  impolitic  and  inexpedient  to 
exempt  him  from  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  6th 
July,  1798,  by  passing  a  law  for  his  naturaliaation. 
Tha  committee  also  think  there  should  be  very  strong 
cireomstances  to  induce  the  Legislature,  in  any  case, 
to  pass  a  special  act  of  naturalization,  when  there  are 
general  laws  on  the  subject  They,  therefore,  are 
cieariy  of  opinion,  that  the  prayer  of  die  petitioner,  so 
to  as  it  aslu  for  a  special  act  of  naturalixation,  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  pc&tiMier,  however,  wishes,  hi  case  Congress 
AeoU  ttlnk  it  inexpedient  to  pass  an  act  for  his  natu- 
zahntion,  that  a  law  may  be  enacted  to  anthoriie  a 
aatent  to  iesae  to  him  for  the  discoveries  he  has  made 
m  the  Btannftcture  ef  hemp  and  flax.  On  thk  pohit 
I  ahoald  not  hesitate  to  report  fivrorabty. 


if  they  were  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  provision 
for  the  case  by  existing  kws.  The  act  of  Congress  of 
the  31st  February,  1798,  entitied  ^  An  act  to  promote 
Ae  piogresa  of  useful  arts,  and  to  repeal  the  act  here- 
tofore made  for  that  purpose,"  confines,  it  is  true,  the 
heneAte  of  patents  to  citiiens  of  the  United  States, 
and  by  ti^  law  the  case  of  Mr.  Owen  is  not  provided 


Ibr.  But  by  the  act  of  the  17th  April,  1800,  entitled 
<<  An  act  to  extend  the  privilege  of  obtaining  patento 
for  useful  discoveries  and  inventions  to  certain  persona 
tiierein  mentioned,  and  to  enlarge  and  ddlne  the  pen- 
alties for  violathig  the  rights  of  patentees,"  it  is  enact*- 
ed,  *that  all  and  singular  the  rights  and  privilegea 
given,  intended,  or  provided  to  dtisens  of  the  United 
Stetes,  respecting  patents  for  new  inventions,  discov- 
eries, and  improvements,  by  the  act  entitled  **  An  act 
to  promote  the  progress  of  useful  arts,"  dee.,  shall  be, 
and  her^  are,  extended  and  given  to  all  ahens  who, 
at  the  time  of  petitioning,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  said  act,  sliall  have  resided  for  two  years  vrithin 
the  United  Stetes,  which  privileges  shall  be  obtained 
and  enjoyed  by  such  persons  in  as  fUll  and  ample 
manner,  and  under  the  same  conditions,  Iimitetion% 
and  rest^ctions,  as  by  the  said  act  are  provided  and 
&ected  in  the  case  <i  citizens  of  the  United  States." 
Under  the  last  mentioned  act  of  Congress,  the  commit- 
tee are  of  opinion  that  the  case  of  Mr.  Owen  is  pro- 
vided for,  and  that  he  can  obtana  a  patent  They  thhik 
it  altogedier  unnecessary  to  pass  a  special  law  for  this 
case*  They,  therefore,  submit  the  following  reeohi* 
tion: 

lUeohed,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  petiti<m. 

MILITIA  LAWS. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act  providiw 
for  calling  forth  the  niilitia,  dbc.,  was  read  a  thiil 
time  and  put  on  its  pessage. 

Mr.  l^ALLMADOB,  of  Connectlcut.  oppbsed  the 
bill  at  considerable  length,  principally  on  account 
of  the  provisions  respecting  the  construction  and 
powers  proposed  to  be  ffiven  to  courts  martial,  to 
proceed  egftinst  accused  persons  in  their  abeencc^ 
certain  notice  having  been  given  them;  to  punish 
persons  for  contempt  of  the  court  by  word  ana 
gesture;  and  to  compel  the  attendance  of  wit- 
nesses. These  provisions,  Mr.  T .  considered  aa 
not  according  with  the  principles  of  the  Consti- 
tutton*  and  possibly  as  haxardifig  the  existence  of 
eiyil  liberty. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  defended  the»bill| 
which  he,  as  chairman  of  the  miiida  committee^ 
bad  introduced  against  Mr.  Tallmadgb's  objee- 
tions.  His  object  was  to  prerent  the  r^equisitfoos 
of  militia  by  the  President  from  being  disregarded 
by  the  Governors  of  States,  or  rendered  inemcient 
by  the  conttraiacy  of  subordinate  officer^  or  pri- 
vates. For  this  purpose  the  provisions  embraced 
in  the  bill  t^ere  necessary,  and  were  no  more 
than  had  been  adopted  during  the  Administra- 
tion of  General  Washington.  Different  opin- 
ions had  been  entertained  as  to  the  jurisdictioa 
of  courts  martial,  which  outtht  to  be  conclusively 
settled — ^and  sucli  was  the  object  of  this  bill.  A^ 
to  the  objection  to  the  powers  proposed  to  be 
conferred  on  militia  courts  martial,  their  abuse 
need  not  be  feared,  as  the  courts  would  alwaya 
be  composed  of  militia  officers. 

Mr.  WrigbTj  of  Maryland,  expressed  himself 
decidedly  in  favor  of  such  provisions  of  this  bil 
as  went  to  fortify  the  power  of  the  €k>vemment 
over  the  militia,  but  opposed  to  the  authorization 
of  compulsory  process  on  witnesses  to  attend 
courts  martial,  whose  powers  ought  to  be  coa- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1981 


mSTOET  OF  0ON<jffi£!»3. 


19S2 


^.  OF  R. 


8ea  EanciUet—h^uries  by  War. 


Maroii,  1814.. 


fined  to  the  limits  of  the  camp.  To  amend  the 
1)111  in  this  respect,  Mr.  W.  moved  to  recommit  it 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  and  Mr.  Webster, 
of  New  Hampshire,  also  opposed  the  bill  on  ad- 
count  of  the  extraordinary  powers  with  which  it 
proposed  to  clothe  courts  martial ;  «nd  Mr.  TaT" 
LOR  replied. 

On  tne  vote,  there  were  for  recommitment  50, 
against  it  66. 

Mr.  Tallmadoe  again  objected  to  the  provis- 
ion which  went  to  authorize  the  President  (im- 
mediately) to  cause  courts  martial  to  be  institu- 
ted for  the  trial  of  persons,  &.c* 

Mr.  Brigham,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  that 
the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Gaston,  of  North  Carolina,  avowing  him- 
self to  be  unprepared  to  vote  decisively  on  the 
bill  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table. — This  motion 
was  negatived,  yeas  52. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
then  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays— 
For  indefinite  postponement  46,  against  it  89. 

Mr.  Gaston  then  stated  sundry  objections  to 
the  bill,  principally  in  matters  of  detail ;  to  which 
Mr.  Taylor  replied. 

The  (question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
then  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  88,  nays  53, 
as  follows : 

Teas — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston^  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Averj,  Bard,  Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Bur- 
well,  Batler,  Caldwell,  Calhoan,  Chappell,  Clark, 
Gomstock,  Condlct,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Cron^  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Benoyelles, 
Desha,  Duvall,  Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Foc- 
ney,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gonrdin,  Griffin, 
Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Hungerford, 
IngersoU,  Ingham,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McKim,  McLean, 
Montgomeiy,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker,  Pick- 
ens, Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Rich,  Ridgely,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson, 
Sage^  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Penn- 
Byhrania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Strong,  Tanne- 
Ml,  Taylor,  Telfaur,  Udree,  WhitehiU,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Nats— Measrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Champion, 
Cilleyi  Cooper,  Cox,  Culneper,  Davenport,  Elv,  Gas- 
ion,  ueddes,  GTO0venor,^ale,  Howell,  Hufty,  Jackson 
of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  Moffitt, 
Moore,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post, 
Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Rnggles,  Sheffey, 
Sherwood,  Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Bmith  of  New 
York,  Bturges,  TaUmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Ward,  of 
Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
and  Wilson  of  Massachusetts. 


WEONBsnAYi  March  30. 
The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas 
Claxton,  the  Doorkeeper  to  the  House,  praying  to 
be  allowed  an  additional  assistant  for  the  purpose 
of  attending  to  the  post  office  business  of  the 
House.— Referred  to  Mr.  Grundy,  Mr.  Pioken s, 
and  Bir.  Sherwood. 


Mr.  Neuron,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Mannfactures,  made  a  report  on  the 
resolution  instructing  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into 
the  expediency  of  establis^ioff  a  hospital  in  the 
Choctaw  nation  of  Indians;  which  was  read,  and 
the  resolution  therein  contained  was  concurred 
in  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Reiolvedj  That  they  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  above  mentioned 
resolution. 

Mr.  Ingham  reported  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
"for  the  relietof  Joseph  Brevard,"  without  ameiul* 
ment;  which  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  *'  to  reyire  and  con- 
tinue in  force  an  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of  Maryland 
and  Georgia,"  Was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  engrossed  bill  autharizing  the  appointhag 
of  agents  for  paying  military  pensions,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  "  concerning  the  pay  of  the 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  of  the  Nary  of  the 
United  States,"  was  also  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  President  and  Direc- 
tors of  the  New  Orleans  Navigation  Company 
and  their  successors  a  lot  of  ground,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and,  aftei 
explanation  of  its  object  by  Mr.  Robbrtson,  of 
Louisiana,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  s  third 
reading. 

8EA  FEN0IBLE8. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  after  an  explanatory  remark  on 
the  propriety  of  connecting  the  corps  of  fencibles 
wixh  the  flotillas : 

Ruolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiiin  ba 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  placing  the 
sea  fencibles  under  the  command  of  the  commander 
of  the  flotillaa  with  whom  they  are  intended  to  co-op- 
erate ;  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr,  Wilson,  of  Massachusetts,  questioned  the 
propriety  of  passing  any  law  directing  the  appli- 
cation of  a  particular  description  of  force,  which, 
once  raised,  is  exclusively  under  the  control  ot 
tbe  Executive,  dbc. 

Mr.  Wright  replied  that  he  believed  it  to  have 
been  the  intention  of  Congress  in  authorizing 
corps  of  sea  fencibles  to  be  raised,  to  connect  them 
with  the  flotilla  service,  and  of  course  to  place 
them  under  the  control  of  the  Naval  Department. 
By  the  construction  which  had  been  given  to  the 
law,  however,  thev  have  been  disconnected  frond 
that  service,  and  placed  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

In  4he  absence  of  Mr.  Tnout*,  of  Georgia,  (the 
Chairman  of  the  Military  Commiuee)  the  motion 
was,  on  tbe  suggestion  of  Mr.  LowNDse,  of  South 
Carolina,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

INJURIES  BY  WAR. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  make  compensation  to  individuals  for  pri- 
vate property  oaptured  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  Statea. 
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The  diiouvioo  of  this  bill  occjapied  the  remtin- 
der  of  this  day's  stttioff,  aod  turnc^d  principally  on 
ameDdmeots  to  the  bill.  There  were,  however, 
some  gentlemeo  Opposed  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  F18K9  of  New  York,  moved  to  postpone  the 
fof  ther  consideration  of  the  bill  indefinitely,  and 
sDoke  in  faror  of  the  motion  more  than  once,  as 
aiso  did  Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachusetts.  The  prin- 
cipal objection  was,  the  difficult]^  of  properly  re- 
stricting a  bill,  under  whose  proyisions  many  im- 
proper and  unjust  claims  would  unquestionably 
oe  admitted.  Mr.  Eimo,  howerer,  added  another 
objection,  I'm  that  the  passage  of  such  a  bill 
niight  be  considered  as  sanctioning  all  the  im- 
pressmeals  of  private  property  at  the  will  or  ca- 
price of  every  subordinate  and  non-commissioned 
officer.  The  indefinite  postponement  was  opposed 
in  a  warm  and  decided  manner  by  Messrs.  Archer^ 
of  3lar?knd^  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina^  John- 
son, or  Kentucky,  GRoevBHOR,  of  New  York, 
Telfaib,  of  Georgia,  and  Ddvall,  of  Kentucky, 
00  the  ground  of  principle  and  exp^iency. 

i/Lu  F18K  afterwards  withdrew  his  motion^  for 
indefinite  postponement,  and  mov^  to  recommit 
the  bill  to  a  Ck>mmittee  of  the  Whole — negatived. 

Mr.  F.  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  third  section 
of  the  bill  (which  proposed  10  allow  compensa- 
tion to  the  owners  of  nouses  occupied  as  public 
tiorehooaes  for  any  damage  they  might  sustain 
while  so  occupied ;)  but  withdrew  the  motion  to 
allow  Mr.  Yancey,  of  North  Carolina,  to  move 
ao  amendment  to  the  third  section,  restricting  the 
compensation  for  damages  to  cases  in  which  the 
honaes  should  have  been  so  occupied  without  the 
consent  of  their  owners.  This  motion  was  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Archer  and  Grosvbnor,  and 
sopportM  by  Messrs.  Yancey,  and  Tngham,  of 
Pennsylvania,  but  negatived  by  a  considerable 
majority. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  third  section  so  as  to  include  houses  occupied 
as  barracks  for  troops,  as  well  as  those  occupied 
as  storehonses.  This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Archer,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Jackson. 

Afr.  FiSK,  of  New  York,  then  renewed  his  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  third  section ;  which,  after 
debate,  was  negatived*-yeas  34. 

Mx,  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  then  withdrew  the 
motion  he  had  made,  because  he  had  understood 
the  War  Department  had  uniformly  decided  in 
favor  of  the  claims  it  embraced  when  well  authen- 
ticated, and  an  inconsiderate  decision  against  his 
amendment  by  this  House  might  prevent  them 
from  so  doing  in  future. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Thursday,  March  31. 

Mr.  Newton,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  made  an  un£a- 
▼orable  report  on  the  petitions  of  sundry  citizens 
of  Virginia,  Massachusetts,  ^.,  praying  the  es- 
tablishment of  additional  ports  of  entry ;  which 

u  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 


that  the  Senate  ha,ve  passed  the  bill  "  for  the  re* 
lief  of  Daniel  Macau  ley  and  Samuel  Ralston," 
with  an  amendment.  They  have  also  passed  the 
bill  *'  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the  Clerks  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Repesentatives ;"  in  which  amend* 
ment  and  bill  they  ask  (he  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Marviaud.  from  the  Committee 
on  the'  District  of  Cfolumoia,  reported  a  bill  for 
incorporating  the  Columbian  Manufacturing 
Companv  in  the  town'of  Alexandria  in  this  Dis- 
trict ;  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Bppbs,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
of  Wajrs  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  laying  duties 
on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  which 
was  twice  read  and  committed. 

The  engrossed  bill  granting  to  the  President 
and  Directors  of  the  New  Orleans  Manufacturing 
Company  a  certain  lot  of  ground,  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  making  compensation  to  individtials 
for  private  property  captured  or  destroyed  by  the 
enemy  white  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the  bill  be 
laid  on  the  table,  with  a  view  that  it  might  receive 
such  amendments,  as  it  appeared  to  him  were  es- 
sentially  necessary. 

A  short  debate  ensued  on  this  motion,  which 
embraced  nearly  the  same  points  as  were  brought 
into  debate  on  the  preceding  Aetys,  and  which  have 
been  already  substantially  reported.  Messrs. 
Desha  and  Miller  opposed  the  motion,  and 
Messrs.  PisK  of  New  Yorltand  FisKof  Vermont 
supported  it,  and  it  was  finally  carried — yeas  82. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  recommending  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing  exporlations,  specie  excepted, 
from  the  United  States,  and  a  repeal  of  so  much 
of  our  laws  as  prohibits  the  importation  of  articles 
not  the  property  of  enemies,  ac. — Referred  to  ihci 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  concerning  invalid  pen- 
sioners. Various  motions  were  n^ade  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  inserting  amongst  the  pensioners  the 
names  of  petitioners  not  reported  in  the  bill  by 
the  Committee  on  Pensions ;  and  also  to  amend 
the  bill  so  as  to  alter  the  mode  of  authenticating 
a  claim  to  a  pension,  which  was  carried.  After 
considerable  discussion  on  these  propositions,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  and  amend* 
ments.  The  amendments  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  concurred  in,  but  before  the 
House  got  through  the  consideration  of  the  bill, 
a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn  and  carried. 

Friday,  April  1. 
Immediately  after  the  opening  of  this  day's 
sitting- 
Mr.  Eppes.  of  Virginia,  rose  to  announce  the 
death  of  the  Honorable  John  Dawson,  a  Repre- 
sentative from  Virginia,  who  had  filled  varions 
public  stations,  for  many  years  of  his  life,  in  whieh 
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ht  had  been  honored  with  the  confideiice  of  the 
pieople. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  of  North  CaroUna, 
the  HoQse  resolved  to  attend  his  funeral  at  three 
^clock  toHJlay ;  and  alsb  to  wear  crape  on  the  left 
arm  for  thirty  days. 

Messrs.  Eppes,  of  Virginia,  Gholson,  Good^- 
WTN,  Jackson,  of  Virc^inia,  Breckenridoe,  and 
Lflwis,  were  appointed  a  committee  t^  superin- 
tend tne  faneial. 


Saturday,  April  2. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  to  fix  the  eompen 

aations  of  the  Clerks  employed  in  the  offices  of 

Se  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of  the 
ouse  of  Representatives,"  was  twice  read  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  ^  for 
the  relief  of  Daniel  Macauley  and  Samuel  Rals>* 
ton,"  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Qn  mQtion  of  Mr.  Troup,  the  Committee  of 
Che  whole  House  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  biH  to  amend  "An  act  to  author- 
ize a  corps  of  sea  fencibleS)"  and  the  bill  was 
postponed  indefinitely. 

The  bills  authorizing  a  subscription  to  an  edi- 
tion to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  provid- 
ing for  the  distribution  of  the  same ;  and  for  the 
reuef'of  Georgje  Shannon,  respectively  passed 
through  Committees  of  the  Whole,  and  were  or- 
dered to  a  third  reac^ng. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania,  submitted  the 
following  resolutions : 

Remdved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Afidri 
be  requested  to  inquire  into  the  expediencv  of  a  pro- 
vision by  law  for  opiening  or  improTing  such  military 
routes  bv  land  and  inland  navigation  as  the  President 
of  the  United  States  may  find  necessary  to  the  opera- 
tions of  the  war  the  present  year. 

Resohed,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  a  provision  by  law  for 
the  progressive  improvement  of  the  routes  of  commu- 
nication by  land  and  inland  navigation  throughout  the 
tJiluted  States  and  the  Territories  thereof,  upon  the 
principles  and  gMeral  plan  contained  in  a  report  by 
Afl>ert  Gallatin,  late  Secietary  of  the  Treasury,  made 
ill  te  year  1608,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  tlie 
Seaate,  passed  in  1807;  to  be  carried  into  offset  as 
eooo  as  may  be  practicable  and  expedient  after  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  are 
jiow  engaged. 

Mr.  Wilson  spoke  in  support  of  his  resolutions 
as  follows:  On  the  first  resolution,  I  am  aware  of 
an  objection  which,  in  the  outset,  may  present 
itself,  namely :  that  its  object,  being  professedly 
of  a  military  character,  if  important  to  our  mili- 
tary operations,  it  is  to  be  presumed  the  military 
department  would  have  been  aware  of  it,  and  em- 
braced it  in  Jts  communications  to  Congress.  On 
a  little  reflection,  however,  this  objection  disap- 
pears. The  magnitude,  variety,  and  multiplicity 
^  subjects,  necessarily  engagiiie  the  Secretary  of 
War,  must  render  it  impossible  for  him  to  em- 
hraca  at  once  every  possible  object  connected 


with  the  whole  economy  of  the  military  arrange- 
ments and  expenditure;  and  this  being  an  ob- 
ject somewhat  abstracted  from  the  ordinary  round 
of  immediate  duties,  which  devolve  exdusiveif 
on  the  department,  may  be  v^y  reasonably  sup- 
posed to  have  received  but  a  minor  ^are  of  atten- 
tion, and  especially  so  when  it  is  considered  that 
the  present  Secretary  has  been  blit  a  short  time 
at  the  head  of  the  department,  that  the  vast  aug- 
mentation of  the  military  department,  the-chaoge 
from  a  state  of  peace  and  a  peace  establishment| 
to  a  state  of  war  and  war  measures,  are  neeetsa* 
rily  attended  with  the  daily  occurrence  of  new 
and  difficult  cases,  and  generally  with  an  aea»- 
mnlation  of  business  which  renders  his  deliberate 
attention  to  any  abstract  subject,  not  forminff  a 
part  of  the  immediate  and  exclusive  duties  of  %e 
department,  extremely  difficult  and  impractica- 
ble. The  object  contemplated  in  this  resolodon 
is  rather  connected  with  the  economy  of  expen- 
diture geaeralljr  in  th«  operations  of  the  war,  than 
with  the  exclusive  duties  of  the  War  Deparimeat. 
That  department  is  not  necessarily  more  reepen- 
sible  for  this  than  any  other  department,  whilst 
there  seems  to  be  a  propriety  in  its  reference  io  the 
Military  Committee  in  preferen<^e  to  any  other. 
as  being  more  conversant  with  the  chann^s  ot 
information  to  be  derived  from  the  military  de- 
partment, and  in  the  daily  practice  of  receiving 
n,  which  must  be  supposed  to  affi)rd  a  ^iltty  in 
their  inquiries  which  another  committee  might 
not  so  conveniratly  possess.  Btft  the  subject  ia 
itself  is  one,  as  I  conceive,  requiring  legisiation 
in  its  origin.  This  objection  then,  I  trust,  w^ 
not  be  entertained,  but  that  this  House  will  con- 
sider the  subject  as  recpiiriog  their  consideration 
and  attention. 

I  shall  therefore  endeavor  very  briefly  to  give 
such  a  view  as  in  my  opinion  strongly 


mends  the  proposed  inquiry  and  the  'measure 
contemplated  in  the  resolution.  I  shall  attempt 
to  show  from  facts  and  circumstances  now  of  no- 
toriety, as  well  as  from  well-known  principles; 
that  an  improvement  of  the  military  routes,  es^ 
pecially  in  the  United  States,  is  necessary  at 
once  to  the  efficiency  of  the~  military  operationa 
and  to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  wvernment } 
that  those  contemplated  io  the  rcMlntton  are 
practicable  at  a  trifling  expense  and  a  short  spaee 
of  time. 

When  we  consider  the  extent  of  o«r  territory 
compared  with  our  population,  and  that  oor 
movements  ilre  necessarily  by  land  opposed  to  an 
enemy  at  sea,  it  becomes  obvious,  it  becomes  seH^ 
evident,  that  every  practicable  de^ce  of  facility 
in  our  movements  is  necessary  in  order  to  pto^ 
duce  an  efiect  duly  correspondent  with  our  phy- 
sical force;  this  all  will  admit.  Our  experience 
in  the  present  war  has  amply  illustrated  this 
principle.  Our  movements  have  betA  generally 
but  partially  successful,  everywhere  uncertain, 
everywhere  tedious,  and  enormously  expenaive; 
The  campaign  under  General  Hull,  and  that  un- 
der Generals  Harrison  and  Smyth,  and  the  nkore 
brilliant  campaign  in  the  Sooth,  sii^eiently  de- 
monstrate that  the  dlfl^culty  or  impactieabilicy 
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of  the  mOitarf  routes  lirfts  one  6f  the  most  efi^ 
tttal  eaoses  of  the  protracted  contidDftDce,  aod 
the  indecisire  ef^Cs^and  thedestractiVe  expense 
of  eiieh  of  these  eampaigas.  To  these  eases  the 
inqmries  of  the  committee  would  doubtless  be  di* 
Teeted  for  any  details  of  facts  which  they  may 
deem  requisite  to  establish  this  position,  but  I  can 
hAtdly  suppose  much  inquiry  in  detail  necessary 
to  the  end.  I  am  inclined  to  belieye  that  erery 
|(entlemaii  is  sufficiently  convinced  of  the  truth ; 
^  90,  it  would  be  necessary  only  to  inquire  whe- 
^r  the  eril  can  be  remedied  by  su^h  improre-* 
ment  on  the  niilitarr  routes  as  may  be  conve^ 
niently  etkcted  in  a  short  space  of  time. 

After  a  brief  general  view,  I  propose  to  gire 
one  instance  to  serre  as  an  epitome  of  what  in 
idiy  opinion  may  be  done. 

The  main  connecting  military  routes  are  few 
Mfd  wdl  known.  They  may  be  considered  seven ; 
kmt  of  which,  however,  require  no  improvement, 
or  none  within  the  vi^  w  of  this  resolution.  These 
ibar  are,  that  on  the  Lakes  and  St.  Lawrence, 
that  from  the  head  of  the  Ohio  to  the  month  of 
the  if  iaaissippi  by  water,  one  from  the  same  point 
near  the  Seat  of  Gbvernment  to  the  head  of  the 
Ohio  at  Pittsburg,  and  that  between  and  through 
tSie  BtUte  of  Tennessee  and  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory. Of  these  four,  the  last  onljr  requires  im* 
lidpevemenr,  but  this  does  not  enter  into  the  view 
df  the  resolution^  because  whatever  improvements 
ttiy  be  required  on  the  route  or  routes  in  the 
eountry  of  our  Indian  enemy  must  be  efi^ted 
<Aieiv,  if  not  wholly,  hf  the  troops.  The  three 
feiMuilttg  routes  are  highly  important,  and  evi- 
dently do  require  improvement.  To  perceive 
this  necessity  requires  ncf  military  kaowledge,  no 
Aocomentary  evidence.  I  shall  notice,  first,  that 
along  the  Atlantic  coast,  some  points  on  which 
it  is  well  known  are  frequently  very  difficult  and 
sometimes  impracticable,  t  need  not  go  further 
fbf  an  instance  of  this  than  the  road  between  thb 
eity  and  Baltimore^  At  all  times  this  road  is  bad, 
imd  frequently  not  practicable  for  emptj  stages, 
maeh  Jess  for  loaded  wagons.  Now,  it  would 
doohtfess  be  better  to  pave  this  road  the  whtde 
dtttanee  than  to  have  that  communication  diffi- 
enk  or  impracticable  in  case  of  a  descent  by  the 
enemy  upon  our  coast  in  the  vicinity  of  either, 
or  attemately  at  both  its  extremes.  But  a  pave- 
ttent  is  Hr  from  being  necessary.  If  some  points 
Ml  this  rtmd  were  well  selected,  in  all  not  more 
tban  three  or  four  miles  of  the  worst  parts,  and 
Mved,  and  the  rest  ploughed  and  well  thrown  up. 
If  WDOld  be  generally  an  excellent  road,  and  never 
kapraeticable.  I  might  instance  some  other  points 
on  this  route,  however,  probably  still  more  im> 
fporttttt,  but  have  adverted  to  this  merely  because 
re  must  be  well  known  perhaps  to  ever]r  gentle- 
man in  this  House.  If  there  are  other  points  more 
important,  or  where  the  present  route  is  still  worse 
than  this,  then  such  point  ought  to  be  first  selected 
§ot  improvement ;  and  if  all  cannot  be  improved, 
do  not  let  that  prevent  the  improvement  of  any ; 
if  one  onljr  could  be  improved,  it  would  be  so  far 
an  advantage :  and  if  even  one  or  two  of  these 
polnis  of  theroute  could  not  be  rendered  perma* 


nently  g:ood,  do  not  let  that  consideration  prevent 
their  being  much  better  than  they  now  are. 

The  second  of  these  then,  is  that  between  the 
North  river  and  Lake  Champlain,  a  route,  unques- 
tionably of  incalculable  importance;  one  upon 
which  every  possible  facility  of  transportation 
for  troops  ftnd  stores  is  indispensable  to  the  due 
efiect  or  such  of  our  armaments  as  may  be  des- 
tined to  act  upon  the  two  correspondent  points, 
New  York  and  Montre^l--on  the  two  great  mari- 
time exposures  of  the  United  States— the  only 
practicante  route  for  military  purposes,  at  pres- 
ent, between  those  two  frontiers.  lam  well  in- 
formed that  a  part  of  the  land  route,  and  a  small 
part  only,  between  the  North  river  and  Lake 
Champlain.  is  in  an  extremely  bad  state ;  if  so, 
and  an  improvement  for  a  moderate  expense  is 
practicable,  it  certainly  ought  to  be  made.  I  be- 
lieve such  an  improvement  would  be  found,  on 
inquiry,  at  once  necessary  and  practicable. 

The  third,  and  last  I  shall  notice,  is  one  of 
which  I  am  enabled  to  speak  with  some  confi- 
dence and  precision,  fVom  long  observation,  expe- 
rience, and  inquiry.  This  is  a  route  between  the 
Ohio  and  Lake  Erie.  There  are  several  routes 
between  these  waters,  capaMe  of  improvement, 
so  as  to  afibrd  a  commodious  water  communica- 
tion, with  the  exception  of  a  short  portage  on 
each.  One,  however,  ought  to  be  selected  ^r  the 
present  oecasion,  and,  in  making  the  selection,  the 
best  rule  for  determining  the  preference  is,  to  se-» 
lect-the  one  whichf  on  examination,  shall  be  found 
to  unite  thel  greatest  nnmber  of  aavantag6$,  but, 
especially,  the  one  capable  of  beinff  improved  so 
as  to  afibrd  an  uninterrupted  nitvijgation  at  the 
least  expense,  and  in  the  shortest  time.  Such  is 
the  routcj  bv  the  AReghany  river  and  French 
creek ;  besides  this,  it  connects  the  most  iniport- 
ant  point,  perhiips,  at  this  time,  on  the  Ohio,  Pitts- 
burg, with  the  most  commodious  harbor  on  the 
Lakes,  Ac.  The  importance  of  improving  some 
route  between  these  waters  is  recommended  by 
most  obvious  considerations.  It  is  absolutely  ne- 
cessaryto  the  practicable  co-operation  of  one  im- 
portant, extensive,  and  populous  section  of  the 
United  States  in  the  war.  The  States  of  Ken- 
tucky, Ohio,  the  western  parts  of  Virginia,  and 
Pennsylvania,  without  some  such  improvement, 
are,  in  effect,  cut  off*,  with  all  their  valuable,  and 
inexhaustible  resources,  from  all  efficient  coop- 
eration in  the  present  war,  unless  it  should  afl|im 
be  carried  to  their  vicinities,  as  heretofore.  The 
transportation  on  this  water  route,  in  its  present 
state,  for  a  month  or  six  weeks  in  the  Spring,  can 
be  done  for  one  dolhr  and  a  half  per  cwt.  In 
June,  French  creek  becomes  low,  which  not  only 
obstructs  its  o#n  navigation,  but  that  of  the  Al- 
leghany river,  also,  and  the  land  transportation 
can  seldom  be  done  for  less  than  five,  aM  some- 
times is  as  high  as  seven  dollars  per  cwt.  on  any 
route;  such  transportation  is^ moreover,  always 
uncertain,  the  routes  being  all  influenced  by  every 
material  change  of  weather,  and  in  wet  weather 
impracticable.  Not  only,  therefore,  the  fourfold 
rate  of  transportation  is  to  be  considered,  but  the 
total  want  ot  certainty  in  every  movement. 
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This  creek;  sir,  can  be  improFed  so  as  to  afford 
a  Davigation  UDinterrupted  at  all  seasoas,  the 
Winter  excepted,  for  the  sum  of  tea,  at  the  at- 
most,  twelve  thousand  dollars,  and  may  be  ac- 
complished in  three  or  four  w^eks  time.  I  speak, 
sir,  from  experience,  observation,  and  informa- 
tion from  practical  men;  not,  perhaps  the  most 
learned  engineers,  but  tradesmen,  perhaps  still 
more  competent  judges  on  this  subject ;  men  who 
have  been  long  practised  in  buildiag,  'and  who 
have  been  owners  of  mills  and  milldams.  I  am 
informed  from  those  sources,  sir,  as  well  as  by 
my  own  observation,  that  a  dam  well  made  of 
wood  will  stand  for  eight  or  ten  years,  or  longer. 
The  construction  of  this  material  is  cheap,  and 
can  be  effected  in  a  shorter  time,  in  proportion  to 
the  amount  of  expense,  than  of  stone,  for  an  ob- 
vious reason — nearly  every  man  in  the  country 
is  a  workman  at  wood  work  of  this  description; 
every  roan  can  chop,  haul  tin^ber.  and  bore ;  most, 
or  a  sufficient  proportion,  can  new  and  frame. 
The  material  is  abundant,  and  almost  on  the 
spot.  The  plank  for  the  dams,  only,  requires 
transportation,  and  that  quite  convenient.  Saw- 
mills abound.  About  forty  thousand,  or  fortj-five 
thousand  feet  of  one  and  a  half  inch  plank  is  suf- 
ficient for  six  dams,  one  hundred  yards  long,  and 
five  feet  high,  with  a  lock  to  each ;  and  six  dams 
would  be  sufficient.  This  quantity  of  plank,  if 
ordered  in  this  month,  would  be  aft  delivered  at 
any  port  on  French  creek,  by  the  middle  of  next 
month.  If  workmen  were  seasonably  employed 
in  this  month,  by  the  middle  of  next,  all  the  tim- 
ber might  be  got  out.  and  to  the  spot,  framed,  and 
ready  to  erect  into  tne  dams,  as  soon  as  the  water 
shall  have  fallen  low  enough. 

Sir,  I  am  as  confident  of  the  practicability  of 
this  improvement  as  I  am  of  anything  which  is 
not  actually  done,  or  which  I  could  not,  perhaps, 
perform  with  my  own  hands.  I  am  as  well  con- 
vinced of  it  as  I  am  that  a  mill  can  be  built,  that 
a  field  can  be  cleared  from  the  forest,  that  a  well 
can  be  dug ;  and  of  the  effect  I  am  as  well  satis- 
fied as  I  am  that  a  mill  will  produce  flour  from 
wheat,  that  a  field  may  produce  a  crop,  or  a  well 
water.  The  completion  of  this  relatively  small 
and  practicable  work,  would  remove  every  ob- 
struction which  now  impedes  the  communica- 
tion between  the  Ohio  and  the  Lakes,  and,,  con- 
sequently that  between  one  great  section  of  the 
United  States  and  the  seat  of  war  in  the  North. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Troup) 
havinc^  made  some  observations,  merely  to  cor- 
rect his  misapprehensions  of  the  subject,  which 
requires  little  more  than  a  repetition  of  the  fore- 
going observations — I  had  never  for  a  moment  en- 
tertained an  idea  that  the  committee  had  omitted 
to  report  through  disrespect  for  the  mover  of  the 
resolution ;  for,  if  there  was  disrespect,  it  was  a 
disrespect  for  the  House,  and  not  me ;  the  reso- 
lution not  being  mine,  but  of  the  House,  after  it 
was  once  adopted.  Neither  had  I  ever  enter- 
tained for  one  moment  such  an  idea  as  this.  The 
only  way  in  which  I  accounted  for  the  omission 
to  report  upon  the  former  resolution  was,  that 
be  subject  could  not  have  been  understood  in  its 


real  character  and  tendency,  nor  did  I  aver  eoteiH 
tain  the  slightest  reflection  on  the  chairman,  oe 
any  other  gentleman  of  the  committee,  on  this 
score.  But,  I  confess,  I  have  seen  no  good  cause 
for  the  gentleman's  opposition  at  this  time,  hav- 
ing previously  presented  the  resolutions. for  his 
inspection,  and  adopted  an  amendment,  which 
he  said  would  remove  all  the  objections  he  saw 
to  the  resolution  proposed  to  ba  referred  to  the 
Military  Committee,  and  in  that  form  altered  oa 
his  suggestion.  They  were  now  presented,  and 
his  approbation  expected,  because  he  had  assured 
me  that  he  saw  no  objection.  E-ven  this,  how- 
ever, I  claim  no  right  to  insist  upon ;  but  I  must, 
nevertheless,  entertain  a  different  opinion  from 
that  which  tne  gentleman  has  just  expressed  with 
respect  to  the  second  resolution.  I  have  but  a 
few  observations  to  offer  ai  this  time.  One  ob- 
jection in  offering  it  in  company  with  the  first  is, 
legibly  to  draw  the  distinction  between  them, 
which  is  this :  that  as  the  expediency  and  practi- 
cability of  the  latter  are  altogether  predicated  on 
a  state  of  peace,  and,  therefore,  the  work  ought  to 
be  laid  aside  until  after  the  war ;  so  the  necessitj 
for  the  former,  being  predicated  on  an  actual  state 
of  war,  and  of  war  with  Great  Britain,  the  work 
contemplated  ought  to  be  entered  upon  with 
promptitude,  as  an  efficient  and  indis|)ensable  wai 
measure.    As  to  the  merits  of  the  object  coatem- 

f dated  in  the  second  resolution,  after  the  mass  of 
uminous  information  already  published  on  the 
subject ;  after  the  repeated  examination  it  iias  re- 
ceived in  Congress  and  in  different  States ;  after 
the  concurrent  official  reports  which  have  beea 
made,  and  i^ecially  the  one  by  the  late  Secre- 
tary of 'the  Treasurv,  in  1808 :  after  having  ex- 
erted his  unrivallea  talents,  for  near  a  year,  in 
collecting,  condensing,  and  arranging  the  mate- 
rials, any  observation  of  mine  wouldseem  arro- 
gant as  well  as  superfluous.  I  will,  therefore, 
call  to  the  recollection  of  this  House  a  few  of  the 
principles  of  that  report,  which  experience  has 
illustrated  and  established,  especially  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war.  These  prin- 
ciples, adverted  to  at  this  time,  in  connexion  with 
the  confirmation  they  derive  from  facts  and  et- 
perience, demonstrate  beyond  all  controversy  that 
this  great,  this  sublime,  and  well  digested  project 
of  improvement,  had  it  been  actually  commenced 
seven  years  ago,  would  have  been  one  of  the  most 
effectual  and  salutary  preparations  for  a  state  of 
war  which  can  be  made  in  the  times  of  peace. 
And  as  a  time  of  peace  is  best  of  all  seasons 
adapted  for  most  of  the  preparations  for  war— 4is 
the  Summer  is  the  season  to  provide  for  the 
Winter — so,  on  the  other  hand,  there  may  be 
some  preparations  for  a  state  of  peace  practicable 
in  time  of  war.  Amongst  these,  it  appears  to  me 
a  provision  by  law  embracing  the  object  of  this 
second  resolution  is  undoubtedly  one  as  well  for 
the  purpose  of  laying  the  work  aside  for  the  pres- 
ent, as  to  insure  its  accomplishment  by  means 
the  most  suitable  and  salutary  when  it  shall  be 
commenced.  A  better  direction  can  scarcely  be 
ffiven  to  the  surplus  labor,  which  for  a  time  must 
be  set  afloat  in  a  change  irom  war  to  peace  ;  fot^ 
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as  t  Atate  of  war  tu  this  coantry  vfi\^  eohance 
tke  price  of  labor,  by  ao  uoosual  aod  undae  ia- 
eretse  of  the  demaod  for  Dieo,  so  on  the  retorn 
of  peace,  it  most,  in  a  correspondent  degree,  be 
depressed  by  a  correspondent  diminution  of  de- 
mand* I  shall  add  no  further  observation  or  re- 
mark on  this  resolution  at  present;  only  this, 
that  I  have  no  desire  to  be  further  conspicuous  on 
the  occasion,  whilst  I  shall  never  evade  nor  shrink 
from  the  discharge  of  any  duty.  I  take  this  op- 
portanity  to  declare  that  I  shall  cheerfully  give 
way  to  any  gentleman  who  may  have  it  in  view 
to  offer  either  the  sai&e  resolution  or  one  having 
the  same  object  in  view  as  my  own. 

Mr.  Tboup  said,  the  subject  had  been  referred 
to  the  Military  Committee  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  but  they  had  not  reported  on,  it; 
not  from  a  want  of  respect  for  the  subject,  but 
from  the  moltipHcity  of  business  referred  to  the 
committee.  They  had  likewise  consulted  the 
Secretary  of  War,  as  to  the  improvement  of  cer- 
tain routes  just  mentioned  by  Mr.  Willom,  but 
be  did  not  believe  such  an  undertaking^  was  now 
absolutely  necessary,  and  it  was  thougnt  the  mo- 
ney  might  be  more  eligibly  employed,  dec. 

The  question  was  then. taken,  at  the  instance 
of  the  mover,  on  the  first  resolution,  and  lost. 

The  second  resolution  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
AacBBB,  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wbbsteb,  of  New  Hampshire^  moved  that 
the  House  now  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  made  at  the  last  session,  on  the  repeal  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan'  decrees. 

The  qnestioD  on  Mr.  W.'s  motion  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  37,  nays  75^  as  follows : 

Yxjks — ^Messrs.  Boyd,  Breckenridge,  Brigfaam,Cham- 
Mon,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport, 
sflrie,  Ely,  Oeddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hanson,  Han> 
geififfd,  liewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Miller,  Moseley,  Pear- 
son, Pickering,  Pitkin,  William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
neseee,  Riiggls0,'8hipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stuart, 
ThompMn,  Yose,  Ward  of  Massadiusetts,  Webster, 
Wheaton,  White,  and  Wilcox. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Archer,  Bard, 
Baxnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown,  Butler,  Cald- 
weO,  Clark,  Comstock,  Con^ot,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Crs^hton,  Cronch»  Cn^bert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
DeooyeUes,  Desha,  Dnvall,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley, 
mskof  New  YoTk,NFoniey,  Forsyth,  Gholson,  Good- 
wjBy  Giiffin,  Hasbronck,  Hawes^  Hawkins,  Ingham, 
Imiig^  Johnson  of  Yirginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Mary- 
land, Kerr,  Kershaw,  KUbeum,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon, 
MfKIni,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Pickens,  Piper, 
Pirsssnts,  Potter,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Robert- 
son, Sevier,  Seybert,  Skumer,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania, 
Smilkof  Yirginia,  Stanford,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Troop,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Wil- 
son of  Pennsvlvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  refused  to  take  the  subject  now 
into  eoBsideration. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

Mr.  Grum DY,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  for  consideration : 


Buoked,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  National  Bank ; 
and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Newton,  of  Virginia,,  moved  that  the  res- 
olution be  |>ostponed  indefinitely:  He  said  that, 
by  this  motion,  he  meant  not  the  slightest  dis- 
respect to  the  mover  of  the  resolution :  but  f\eel- 
ing,  as  he  did,  a  firm  conviction  that  the  Consti- 
tution had  not  given  td  Congress  the  pow^r  to 
establish  such  an  institution,  the  correctness  of 
which  opinion  had  been  tried  and  settled  by  a 
former  Coneress,  he  could  not  consent  to  the 
adoption  of  the  present  resolution.  Besides,  said 
Mr.  N.,  the  session  is  now  drawing  to  a  close,  the 
day  of  adjournment  has  been  fixed  by  a  vote  of 
this  House  and  the  mind  of  every  member  is 
anxiously  directed  to  the  moment  which  is  to  re- 
store him  to  his  family  and  hoqae.  The  time  is 
now  too  short  for  the  consideration  of  so  import- 
ant a  subject ;  and  for  this,  as  well  as  the  intrin- 
sio  objections  be  had  to  the  object  of  the  resolu- 
tion, he  hoped  his  motion  to  postpone  it  inde&- 
nitely  would  prevail. 

Mr.  Grunoy  said,  he  trusted  the  motion  to 
postpone  would  not  succeed.  He  believed  there 
was  time  enough  left  for  the  consideration  of  the 
subject,  and  if  the  House  would  bring  itself  to 
discuss  it.  all  Constitutional  difficulties,  he  was 
persuadea,  would  be  removed.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  by  his  motion  to  postpone,  would 
bring  the  subject  at  once  before  (He  House;  but 
it  would  be  much  better  to  refer  the  inquiry  to  a 
committee,  let  them  investigate  the  question  tho- 
roughly, and  report  the  result  to  the  House,  and 
thev  would  then  be  enabled  to  act  understand- 
ingty.  Besides,  said  Mr.  G..  the  gentleman  has 
opposed  the  resolution  without  knowing  what 
kind  of  a  bank  is  contemplated,  or  upon  what 

f principles,  or  in  what  manner  it  is  to  be  estab- 
ished.  Let  the  matter  be  referred  to  a  commit- 
tee ;  it  will  then  come  regularlv  before  the  House, 
and  every  member  will  know  how  to  act. 

Mr.  Grosvbnor,  of  New  York,  said,  he  had  al- 
ways believed  it  improper  for  the  General  Gov- 
ernment to  legislate  in  erecting  banks,  except  so 
far  as  to  accomplish  national  objects,  facilitating 
the  collection  of  the  revenue,  &c.  As  to  thesa 
objects,  however,  it  was  the  Constitutional  duty 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  devise  the 
ways  and  means,  and  if  such  an  institution  were 
necessary  for  the  purposes  of  Government,  it  was 
the  duty  of  that  officer  to  recommend  it.  He 
wished  the  Secretary  to  say  whether  such  a  bank 
was  necessary,  and  not  that  the  subject  should  be 
referred  to  a  committee  of  this  House,  and  they 
to  inquire  privately  of  the  Secretary  as  to  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  measure.  When  the  proposition 
came  in  at  the  proper  Constitutional  door,  and  ap- 
peared to  be  necessiary  for  the  financial  purposes  of 
the  Government,  he  should  not  object  to  it.  If  such 
a  necessity  exists,  he  wished  the  Government  to 
come  forward  and  declare  it,  and  not  shrink  from 
the  responsibility  of  recommending  the  measure. 
Mr.  FiNnLBY,  of  Pennsylvania,  made  a  few  re- 
marks, not  distinctly  heard.  He  was  understood 
to  say,  the  erection  pf  a  bank  was  not  so  desira- 
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ble  on  accouQt  of  the  QorernmeDt  as  for  the  geo 
eral  convenieDce  of  the  country* 

Mr.  Oaklet,  of  New  York,  made  a  namber  of 
foreifole  remarks  against  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. He  said  he  did  not  betiere  it  was  so  ex- 
clusirely  the  duty  of  the  Exeeutire  Department 
to  recommend  tne  establishment  of  a  national 
Bank,  even  if  required  by  the  finances  of  the  Q&r- 
ernment,  as  his  colleague  (Mr.  Grosyenor) 
seemed  to  think.  He  had  no  doubt  that  a  Na- 
tional Bank  was  indispensable  in  the  proper 
ihanagement  of  the  fiscal  afiairs  of  Gbrernment ; 
bat,  independent  of  this  consideration,  he  beliered 
it  was  necessary  to  the  general  convenience  of 
the  community ;  and  should  a  plan  for  such  an 
institution  be  brought  forward  it  a  shape  that  he 
approved,  he  should  certainly  give  it  his  support 
Supposing,  however,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  recommend  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  that  he  should  be  unwilling  to 
assume  the  responsibility;  such  conduct  would 
doubtless  be  reprehensible,  but  would  that  be  a 
good  reason  why  Congress  should  decline  to  es- 
tablish an  institution  that  would  alike  benefit  the 
Qovernment  and  promote  the  general  good  ?  Mr. 
O.  said,  that  although  the  proposition  did  not. 
^  come  in  at  the  proper  door,"  still  it  was  no 
reason  the  House  should  refuse  to  act  on  M. 
Whether  this  be  a  proper  mode  of  establishing  a 
National  Bank,  is  properly  to  be  decided  when 
the  question  comes  before  us  in  a  rec^ular  form. 
The  question  now  turns  only  on  our  belief  as  to 
the  expediency  of  such  a  bank,  and,  if  expedient, 
of  the  fitness  of  the  time,  d^.,  of  incorporating 
such  an  institution.  He  was,  therefbre,  clearly 
of  opinion,  on  general  principles,  that  the  motion 
for  an  indefinite  postponement  ought  not  to  pre- 
vail. The  question  of  a  National  Bank,  he  add^ 
cd,  must  be  connected,  from  the  very  nature  of 
the  institution,  with  the  finances  of  the  Gbvem- 
ment  But,  though  he  should  be  as  loth  as  any 
one  to  volunteer  his  aid  to  the  Administration  in 
support  of  the  war,  yet  he  was  not  to  be  deterred 
by  the  fear  of  incidentally  doing  so,  from  doing 
what  he  believed  to  be  of  itself  right  and  proper. 
It  is  our  duty,  said  he,  to  legislate  for  a  settled 
state  of  things.  A  National  Bank  is  necessary, 
in  my  judgment,  to  the  permanent  interest  of  the 
eouQtrv,  and  therefore  I  am.  and  shall  be,  in  favor 
of  it,  if  the  details  of  the  bill  establishing  it  shall 
be  such  as  to  meet  my  approbation. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  said,  he  had  here- 
tofore voted  a  National  Bank  unconstitutional: 
he  was  then  satisfied  it  was  so,  and  he  believed 
that  to  be  the  opinion  <s{  a  great  portion,  if  not  a 
majoriyr  of  the  people.  If  so,  why  take  up  th6 
time  of  the  House,  and  consume  two  or  three 
weeks  in  discussing  a  question  which  may  be  de- 
termined at  this  moment  ?  He  could  not  consent 
to  spend  the  precious  time  of  the  House  to  no 
purpose,  and  being  satisfied  that  no  National 
Bank  could  be  passed  through  this  House,  he 
should  vote  for  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  this 
was  a  subject  of  great  importance,  and  required 


mature  consideration.  The  hour  of  adjoummefit 
having  arrived,  he  move^  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. — Negatived.  69  to  67. 

Mr.  Nbwton  repeated,  he  had  moved  the  in- 
definite postponement,  assuredly  not  from  any 
disrespect  to  the  mover  of  the  resolution,  but  on 
this  ffroond  :  The  time  rapidly  approached  at 
which  this  House  had  resolved  to  adjourn  ;  but 
nine  days  remained  of  the  session,  if  the  determiBr 
ation  or  this  House  in  that  respeet  reeeived  th« 
sanction  of  the  Senate,  and,  after  so  lone  a  sitting, 
every  member  must  turn  his  eyes  with  pleasure 
to  that  momen  t.  The  subject  of  a  National  Bank 
was  one  which  had  been  discussed  in  the  House 
before,  and  in  private  circles,  over  and  often ;  and 
he  had  not  the  least  doubt  iMit  every  gentleman 
who  neard  him  had  made  up  his  mind  on  the 
subject,  and  that  a  year's  discussion  would  not 
change  it.  He  therefore  thought  it  would  be  best 
in  the  first  instance  to  asceruin  whether  a  ma- 
jority was  or  was  not  prepared  to  vote  for  sooh 
a  measure. 

Mr.  Grunot  then  said,  that  he  certainly  should 
never  have  brought  forward  this  proposition  with- 
out having  reflected  much  on  it.  He  knew  chat 
it  had  been  agitated  in  this  House,  and  in  the 
nation  heretofore,  and  had  been  much  opposed  by 
liianv  of  those  politicians  with  whom  he  Usually 
acted  in  this  House;  but  he  did  not  believe  that 
each  Congress  was  so  bound  by  the  decisions  of 
that  which  preceded  it,  that  it  was  a  good  argu- 
ment against  a  measure  for  members  of  a  former 
Congress  to  come  in  and  say,  **  we  have  decided 
it  heretofore.''  As  a  Representative,  Mr.  Q.  said, 
he  efaiimed  the  right  to  five  at  least  one  vote  on 
this  subject  as  well  as  the  gentleman  from  Yir- 
ginia*  The  spirit  of  our  Constitution  had  wisely 
ordained  the  uequency  of  elections,  for  the  very 
purpose  of  undoing  what  had  been  wrongly  done 
by  their  predecessors,  and  of  doing  that  which 
had  been  left  undone.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  would  reflect  on  this  subject  as  acbeh 
asothvrs  who  bad  be«n  instrumental  in  bringing 
forward  the  propositioui  he  was  svre  he  would 
not  be  so  confident  that  he  acted  correctly  in  re- 
fusing a  deliberate  consideration  to  it.  I,  raid  Sir. 
G.,  have  no  secret  on  this  subject ;  I  wish  to  suae 
a  bank  established  as  a  national  object,  lat  who 
will  btt  in  potrer  i  a^  a  general  tneasure,  I  wiah 
to  see  it  adtipted.  Lbok  at  the  situatioa  of  oiit 
emintfy^aad  I  say  the  gentteinatt  shocild  forget 
his  home,  atid  not  leave  his  cmmtry  in  peril. 
Yon  hare  authorized  a  loan  for  twenty-five  mil- 
lions, and  have  provided  fw  the  eitpendftu^  of 
80  much  money.  Where  is  the  money  ?  Sbnae 
well  informed  men  say  there  vdll  be  no  difficcilty 
in  obtaining  it ;  others,  as  well  informed,  say  that 
the  attempt  to  obtain  it  may  not  be  successfdl.  1 
hope  that  gentlemen  of  the  former  description 
are  correct.  I  know  not  what  the  prospect  is; 
but  one  thing  I  do  know— I  would  run  no  haxard 
on  this  point;  and  for  one,  though  I  hare  as 
much  anxiety  to  be  at  home  as  any  one,  I  am 
willing  to  sit  a  few  days  longer  to  see  how  it 
will  be.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  no  lioab^ 
felt  the  same  anxiety  for  the  public  service ;  and 
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Mr.  G.  said,  if  hia  GoastitatioDal  scruples  were 
sd  gtMMX  that  he  could  noi  vole  for  this  measure. 
IB  case  the  money  should  not  be  conyenientljr 
obtained  it  might  be  necessarjr  to  resort  to  some 
other.  For  general  considerations,  Mr.  Q.  said, 
he  had  always  been  in  favor  of  a  measure  of  this 
sort,  and  entertained  ho  Constitutional  scruples 
about  it.  In  point  of  time  he  thought  the  present 
situation  of  the  country  afforded  a  cogent  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  QASTOff.  of  North  Carolina,  expressed  his 
entbe  disapprobation  x>f  the  indirect  introduction 
of  Executive  recommendations  into  the  House, 
as  producing  legislation  without  intelligence, 
and  action  without  responsibility,  ^.  If,  there- 
foire,  the  vote  on  this  question  ifere  to  test  his 
approbation  of  this  indirect  mode  of  attaining  a 
maasure  supposed  to  be  in  favor  of  the  Executive, 
he  should  certainly  be  ii^clined  to  vote  against  it.. 
Bui^  when  a  proposition  was  made  bv  any  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  which  recommended  itself  to  his 
best  judgment,  on  which  he  felt  no  Constitutional 
scruples,  and  which  he  believed  to  be  at  all  tiroes 
expedient,  be  eonld  not  give  a  direct  vote  agaiqst 
it.  merely  because  the  Executive,  if  wishing  its 
adoption,  had  not  recommended  it  as  oj^nij  as 
coQid  have  been  wished.  That  it  is  expedient 
to  esubtish  a  National  Bank,  he  had  no  doubt, 
and  he  ^Qgratu^^  tbe  House  that  at  the*  mo-^ 
meat  when  gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the  House 
fonad  some  of  their  wishes  about  to  be  gratified 
hv  t|e  abolition  of  the  restrictive  sysien);  the 
Otmstttational  scruples  which  had  cramped  the 
operations  of  the  Gfovernment,  were  vanishing 
also :  that  at  the  moment  when  they  were  about 
to  liberate  commerce,  the  fetters  would  aUo  be 
looifd  with  which  a  narrow  Constitutional  ex- 
position had  h^etofoce  bound  the  Government. 
Heahoold  have  been  much  more  pleased,  he  said, 
it  the  measure  had  beea  directly  recommended 
b^  the  Bxecottve,  by  an  intimation  that  its  adop- 
uoQ  wonld  fonduee  to  a  successful  management 
of  oarfinaneesi  but  merely  for  the  reason  that  it 
had  DOl  come  beibre  the  House  in  that  manner 
he  coo|d  no;  vote  against  a  propositioii  which  on 
gflMKf  r«ioonda  met  his  approbation. 

Mf.  NiifT^  spoke  in  explanation.  He  was 
as  rt^4Y  ^  ^^P  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to 
yield  not  only  hb  time  but  his  personal  service 
to  his  cousntry ;  apd.  had  he  but  a  dollar  in  the 
wofl4,  wenld  freely  leqd  it  to  oontcibute  to  the 
so|fort  of  the  government  in  a  righteous  war. 
Bin'  this  qiiestion  could  be  decided  as  intelli- 
geniiy  in  a  <hy  as  in  a  month ;  and,  if  a  im^riiy 
was  ofiposed  t^  it,  it  was  not  advisable  to  con- 
sume time  iinneoessarily  upon  it.  Under  this 
t  he  hftd  made  the  motioQ'  for  indefinite 


pOflMHK«Mn{»to  aficerti^in  the  sense  of  the  House 
on  this  point. 

A  motion  wfs  now  made  to  adjourn,  and  car- 
ried by  three  or  four  votes. 


Monday,  April  4. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  <<  making  Eliza- 


beth City  the  port  of  entry  for  the  district  of 
Camden,  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina }"  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  Hoi;»e. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Troup,  the  biU  making  pro- 
vision for  the  pay  of  two  companies  of  raoffers, 
organized  for  the  defence  of  tne  frontier  of  the 
United  States,  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
engrossed  bill "  authorizing  the  payment  for  prop 
erty  captured  or  detttroved,  while  in  the  public 
service,  by  the  enemy  oi  the  United  Slates.'' 

Apd  the  question  recurred,  Shall  the  bill  pass? 
And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  said  bill  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "making  Elizabeth 
City  the  port  of  entry  and  delivery  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Camden,  in  North  Carolina,"  was  read 
twice  and  ordereil  to  be  read  a  third  time.  The 
bill  was  accordtagly  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  enmsaed  bill  authorizing  a  subsoriptien 
to  an  edition  of  the  htws  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  providing  for  their  distribution ;  and  the  en- 
grossed bill  for  the  relief  of  Gkorge  Shannon, 
were  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners,  which  was  or* 
dered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

RflPCAL  OF  THE  EMBARGO. 

The  unfinished  business  being  postponed  with 

that  view- 
Mr.  Calbodn,  fr^m  the  Comniittee  of  Foreigii 

Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Messaffe  qi 

the  President  of  Thursday  last,  made  the  foflow 

ing  report: 

T)ie  Commitlee  of  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Message  of  the  President,  of  the  Slst  of 
March,  submit  to  the  House  the  following  report : 

Taking  into  consideration  the  great  importance  of 
the  measures  recommended,  the  committee  think  it  a 
duty,  which  th^j  owe  to  the  House  and  the  natioi^  to 
state  the  pounds  on  which  their  report  is  founded. 
Uniting  with  the  Executive  in  the  policy  of  these  mea? 
suros,  they  wish  to  explain  the  reasons  which  have 
produced  that  union. 

Of  the  past,  it  is  unnecessary  to  take  %  review.;  the 
attention  of  the  committee  is  irvwu^  with  more  soli^i* 
ti^de  to  the  future. 

Previous  to  the  lat|0  changes  in  Europe,  the  bearing 
of  our  restrictive  measures  was  for  the  most  part  con- 
fined to  our  enemies;  the  obstruction  of  our  commer- 
cial intercourse  with  the  firiendly  Powers  of  the  world 
being  in  a  manner  insuperable.  At  present,  a  profr 
pect  e^ts  of  an  extended  commercial  intercourse  wi^ 
themi  highly  important  to  both  parties,  and  which»  it 
9)aj  be  presumed*  they  will  find  an  equal  interest  and 
disposition  to  promote.  Penmark,  all  Germanv,  and 
Holland,  heretofore  under  the  double  restraint  of  inter- 
nal regulation  and  external  blockades  and  depredations 
from  a  commerce  with  the  United  States,  appear  by 
late  events  to  be  liberated  therefrom. 

Like  changes,  equaUy  fiivorable  to  the  commerce  of 
this  country,  appear  to  be  taking  place  in  Itdy,  and  the 
more  extreme  parts  of  the  Mediterranean.  With  te- 
ipeet  to  Spain  and  Pertugal,  m  the  ooamiefce  with 
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whom  the  United  States  have  great  interett,  it  maj  be 
expected  that  commerce  may  be  carried  on  without  the 
aid  heretofore  afforded  to  the  enemy.  Should  peace 
take  place  between  France  and  her  enemiea*  inclndine 
€hwat  Britain,  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  with 
France  will  ikll  under  the  tame  remarks. 

The  considerations  of  an  internal  nature  which  urge 
a  repeal  of  these  acts,  at  this  time,  are  not  less  forcible 
than  those  which  have  been  already  stated*  Among 
those  are  the  following :  The  committee  are  persuaded 
that  it  will  considerably  augment  the  |)ublic  revenue, 
and  thereby  maintain  the  public  credit;  that  it  will 
enhance  the*  price  and  promote  the  circulation,  of  our 
produce,  in  lieu  of  specie,  which  has  of  late'  become  so 
much  the  object  of  speculation,  tending  to  embarrass 
the  Government. 

Mr.  C.  then,  on  leave  being  given,  reported  the 
following  bill : 

A  Bill  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  ^'An  act  laying  an  em- 
bargo on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  har- 
bors of  the  United  States,"  and  so  much  of  any  act 
or  acts  as  prohibit  the  importation  of  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  nroduce  or  toanu- 
fiieture,  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  of  any  of  the 
colonies  or  dependencies  thereof^  or  of  any  place  or 
country  in  the  actual  possession  of  Great  Britain, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  btf  the  Senate  and  House  ofRepresen' 
taiivea  of  the  Untied  States  of  America  tn  Congreu 
asaembkdf  That  the  act,  entitled  «An  act  laying  an. 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  tho  ports  and  har- 
bors of  the  United  States,"  passed  on  the  17th  day  of 
December,  1813,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed ; 
Provided,  That  all  penalties  and  forfeitures  which  have 
been  incurred  under  the  said  act  shall  be  recovered 
and  distributed,  and  may  be  mitigated  or  remitted,  in' 
like  manner  as  if  the  said  act  had  continued  in  full 
force  and  virtue. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  '^hMt  so  much  of 
any  act  or  acts  as  prohibits  the  importation  of  good^ 
wares,  or  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  man- 
nfiicture,  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  of  any  of  the 
colonies  or  dependencies  thereof,  or  oif  any  place  or' 
country  in  the  actual  possession  of  Great  Britain,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed :  Provided^  That  all 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  incurred  in  virtue  of 
the  said  act  or  acts,  shall  be  recovered  and  distributed, 
and  may  be  mitigated  or  remitted,  in  like  manner  as 
if  the  same  had  continued  in  full  force  and  virtue. 
Andprovided  also,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  authorize  or  permit  the  importation  of 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or  of  any  article  the  prop- 
erty of,  or  belonging  at  the  time  of  such  importation  to, 
the  enemy  or  enemies  of  the  United  States. 

Szc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  foreign 
ahip  or  vessel  shall  receive  a  clearance,  or  be  permitted 
to  depart  from  the  United  States,  whose  officers  and 
crew  shall  not  consist  wholly  of  the  citizens  or  subjects 
of  the  country  to  whidi  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  be- 
long, or  of  a  country  in  amity  with  the  United  States ; 
and  no  citizen  of  the  United  States  shall  be  permitted 
to  depart  in  such  ship  or  vessel,  without  a  passport  or 
permission  therefor,  Airnlshed  under  the  authority  and 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  haring  been  twice  read^Mr.  Calhoun 
made  the  utual  motion  to  refer  it  to  a  Cdmmittee 
of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  WfiiOHT,  of  Maryland,  objected  to  this  ref- 


erence,  because  of  the  natore  of  the  bill,  coupling 
together  two  subjects  which  ought  to  be  kept  en- 
tirely distinct,  and  on  which  there  might  be  maeh 
difference  of  opinion.  He  therefore  moved  that 
the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  who 
reported  it,  with  instructions  to  report  separate 
bills. 

This  motion  was  overruled  by  the  Spbaker, 
the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Calhoun  having  pref- 
erence, according  to  the  rules  of  the  House. 

The  question  on  referring  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  then,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  gold 
or  silver  coins  or  bullion ;  which  was  twice  read, 
and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  C.  then  observed,  that  the  Message  em- 
braced another  subject,  which  did  not  appear  to 
the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  to  appertain 
to  their  province — he  meant  the  continuance  of 
the  double  duties.  He  therefor  moved  that  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  be  discharged 
from  so  much  of  the  Message,  and  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  having  required 
a  divbion  of  the  question,  the  question  on  dis- 
charging the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations 
from  the  consideration  of  that  part  of  the  Mes- 
sage was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  a 
reference  of  the  subject  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  whom  the  two  bills  just  reported  had 
been  referred. 

This  mot  ion,  after  some  observations  from  Mr. 
Ingham,  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Ingham  then  moved  a  reference  of  thi^  part 
of  the  Message  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  instructions  to  report  to  Congress,  at  their 
next  session,  a  general  tariff  of  duties  on  imported 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  conformably  to 
existing  circumstances,  and  the  different  local 
interests  of  various  parts  of  the  nation. 

To  this  motion — it  being  objected  by  Mr.  Ma- 
coN  and  Mr.  Pitkin  that  it  would  be  improper 
and  iHi usual  to  refer  to  the  President's  Secretary 
a  part  of  his  own  Message;  and  Mr.lNOflAM,  yidd- 
ing  to  the  suggestion,  withdrew  his  motion.  Be* 
fore  he  withdrew  it- 
Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  suggested  the  expe- 
diency of  not  acting  on  this  subject  during  the 
present  session.  The  Message  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  extending  double  duties l^yond  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war.  If  a  peace  were  to  cake 
place  to-morrow,  there  would  be  time  enough  to 
act  on  this  subject  before  they  would  end. 

This  part  of  the  Messajp  lies  on  the  table,  but 
with  the  avowed  intention  of  Mr.  Ingham,  at 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lownoes,  to  move  an  ia- 
struction  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  re- 
port to  this  House  a  tariff  of  duties,  independ- 
ently of  the  Message. 

Mr.  Websteb,  of  New  Hampshire,  said,  as  the 
House  was  now  about  to  act  on  the  President's 
Message,  it  was  important  that  they  should  have 
before  them  all  the  measures  relating  to  the  sab- 
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jeeu  He,  therefore,  mored  ihat  tbe  Coomiittee 
of  Foreign  Relauons  be  discharged  from  the 
further  coDBtderation  of  the  biU  whieh  came 
down  from  the  Senate  some  time  ago  for  prohib- 
iting the  importation  of  certain  descriptions  of 
woollen  gpods,  aod  spiriu  distilled  from  the  cane, 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  whom  the  two  bills  just  reported  had 
beeo  referred. 

Mr.  Gholson,  of  Virgin  ia,  suggested  that  such 
a  motion  was  wholly  unnecessary^  as  that  bill 
had  no  elation  to  the  bills  just  referred,  and  its 
consideration  was  not  at  all  necessary  with  • 
▼iew  to  a  due  consideration  of  them. 

Mr.  Wbbstbe  adhered  to  his  opinion  of  the 
propriety  of  giving  that  bill  the  course  he  had 
proposed. 

Mr.  Oalboum  remarked  that  that  act  had  been 
predicated  on  the  continuance  of  the  non-impor- 
tation system,  which,  if  not  repealed,  ought  cer- 
tainly to  be  rigorously  enforced.  It  was  not  ne- 
cessary that  the  bill  should  be  before  the  House. 
If  tbe  House  should  determine  against  the  pro- 
posed repeal,  it  would  then  be  a  proper  subject 
of  eonsideration ;  and  he  pledged  nimself  for  the 
Committee,  that  the  Committee  would  in  such 
CTent  act  promptly  in  regard  to  it,  aod  press  its 
adontioo. 

Mr.  Wbb0tbb'8  motion  was  negatived — ayes 

4a 

TBEASURT  NOTES. 

Mr.  DfianA,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  offer  a  reso- 
lution. The  gentleman  rrom  Tennessee,  (Mr. 
GauNnT,)  in  cSering  his  motion  on  Saturday  on 
tlM  subject  of  a  National  Bank,  bad  drawn  a 
gloomy  picture  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the 
nation,  and  asked  whether  Congress  would  ad- 
joorn  and  leave  them  in  this  situation.  His  mo- 
tion looked  to  such  a  state  of  things,  and  pro- 
posed to  enable  the  Government  in  such  an  emer- 
gency to  supply  the  deficiency.  *  The  resolution 
he  then  offered  was  in  the  following  words: 

lUwt^ned,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  JDstrocted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
iing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  canse  to  be 
issued,  if  be  deems  it  necessary,  any  amount  of  Treas- 
vy  notes^  not  exceeding  fiftsen  millions  of  doUan^  in 
mmm  not  lass  than  tea  nor  more  than  one  thousand 
Mlars,  beaiiBf  an  interest  of  six  per  centom  per  an- 
num, pavable  quarter  yearly,  except  the  first  year,  and 
tfiat  at  me  end  td  the  year,  redeemable  in  five  years; 
and  also  into  the  expedieney  of  laving  duties  on 
watches,  gold  neaJs,  plate,  boots,  and  fine  hats,  te  dis- 
charge die  interest  on  said  notes. 

Mr.  GauiinY,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  hoped  the 
rcsolaiion  would  be  adopted,  and  the  sub^t 
placed  in  a  proper  train  of  examination.  He  was 
ffimd  te  perceive  that  gentlemen  were  at  last  im- 
pressed with  the  necessity  of  providing  for  pos- 
sible cases.  The  adoption  of  the  resolution  would 
answer  at  least  one  good  purpose.  If  the  plan  it 
embraced  sl^ould  be  discussed  and  found  ineffi- 
eicDl,  the  proposition  which  he  (Mr.  G.)  had 
mmde  would  meet  with  a  more  favorable  recep- 
tion than  heretofore.  All  that  he  asked  was,  that 
the  same  liberality  should  be  extended  to  his  pro- 


position as  he  was  willing  to  extend  to  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  McEiM  Mid,  he  should  be  sorry  to  deny  to 
the  gentleman  the  courtesy  of  having  hb  reso- 
lution referred,  were  it  not  for  one  consideration. 
If  the  gentleman  would  add  to  his  motion  a  pro- 
position for  such  further  tax  as  should  be  neces- 
sary to  redeem  tbe  notes  when  they  became  due, 
he  should  concur  in  his  motion.  But  he  asked 
of  tbe  House  to  take  a  deliberate  view  of  this 
subject  before  they  referred  the  resolution.  In 
his  little  experience  in  the  world  he  had  found  it 
necessary,  when  his  business  was  small,  to  be 
cautious  in  signing  notes ;  and  so  ought  the  Gov- 
ernment to  be  exceedingly  cautious.  If  there 
was  any  one  point  on  which  the  Government 
should  be  cautious,  it.  should  be  its  credit ;  and  a 
regard  for  the  credit  of  the  Government  would 
not  justify  the  issuing  of  these  notes  without  pro- 
viding for  their  redemption. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  most  cordially  concurred 
with  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  whose'sonl 
he  knew  to  be  devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  his 
country,  as  he  had  proved  by  his  zealous^  volun- 
tary, personal  co-operation  in  the  war  during  the 
last  campaign ;  but  he  wished  to  add  to  his  list  of 
taxable  articles  several  others  which  he  named, 
viz:  lottery  prizes,  a  tax  everybody  would  be 
glad  to  pay  i  saddle  and  carriage  horses,  certainly 
articles  of  luxurjr ;  houses  and  lots  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  which  are  now  exempt  from 
the  direct  uix ;  and  a  continuance  of  the  direct 
tax  on  land. 

Mr.  Barnett,  of  Georgia,  was  of  opinion  that 
many  articles  would  bear  taxation  equally  as  well 
as  those  which  had  been  proposed ;  but  it  would 
be  in  tbe  power  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  or  of  the  House,  to  add  any  that  might  be 
thought  proper.  He  was  in  favor  of  this  propo- 
sition. He  wished  to  see  every  possible  means 
taken  to  enable  the  Government  to  carry  on  tbe 
war  in  which  we  are  engaged.  He  was  well 
convinced  we  had  resources  enough  to  carry  on 
the  war,  and  that  the  people  would  pay  anything, 
and  bear  taxes  of  any  description  to  support  the 
war.  The  people  possessed  patriotism  and  love 
of  country  enough  to  induce  them  to  support  the 
rights  of  the  countrv. 

Mr.  Stuart,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  Wright's  proposed  amendment  bj  including 
in  it  "also  race  hones,  mares,  and  filliesi'^ 

Mr.  Taylor^  of  New  York,  saidl  he  regretted 
to  see  the  course  this  business  was^  now  taking. 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  not 
been  inattentive  to^the  subject  embraced  in  thia 
motion*  If  they  had  not  met  the  wishes  of  the 
House,  it  would  be  better  to  send  to  them  a  reso- 
lution of  iostrueiion  in  a  general  form,  without 
designating  the  articles  proposed  to  be  taxed  to 
raise  a  revenue  to  defray  the  interest*  of  these 
Treasury  notes.  On  that  head,  if  the  resolution 
were  so  passed,  he  knew  it  would  be  grateful  to 
the  feelings  of  the  committee  to  receive  anf  rep- 
resentations of  individual  members  oti  the  sub- 
ject of  the  articles  which  it  would  be  proper  to 
tax. 
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Mr.  WsiGBT,  of  Marykod,  said  he  hoped  ii 
would  not  be  coosidered  as  arrogaat  in  men  de- 
voted to  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  aAer 
waiting 'Until  the  last  moment  of  the  session 
without  hearing  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  on  the  subject,  to  call  their  attention 
to  a  project  for  supplying  the  Treasury  with  the 
necjessary  funds.  The  only  obstacle  to  obtainioff 
loans  was  the  omission  to  provide  the  ways  and 
means  to  pay  the  interest ;  and  this  was  an  ob- 
ject worthy  the  attention  of  the  House. 

Mr»  Wbight's  and  Mr.  Stuart's  motions  were 
both  disagreed  to. 

The  ^oestion  being  stated  on  Mr.  Dbsba's 
motion — 

Mr.  fiPFCs,  of  Virginia,  said  that  the  Commit*- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means  would  be  happy  at  any 
time  to  reeeiiFo  any  inetnictions  from  the  House ; 
but  it  was  due  to  that  cominittee  to  state  that  the 
system  to  be  pursued  durinj^  the  war  bad  been 
decided  on  by  Congress,  before  the  appointment 
of  the  present  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
It  had  been  decided  that  taxes  should  be  laid  suf- 
ficient to  raise  a  xiBvenue  to  pay  the  interest  on 
the  M  debt  and  on  the  new  debt  to  be  created 
by  loans  during  the  war.  It  waK  true  that,  in 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at 
the  oommencement  of  the  session,  it  had  been 
stated  that  the  revenue  of  the  present  year  would 
fall  slMnt  of  the  necessary  amoqnt  $750,000.  It 
had  been  shortly  afterwards  stated  to  the  com* 
mittee,  however,  that  the  proceeds  of  the  inter- 
nal revenue  would  so  far  exceed  the  estimated 
aoiount  during  the  present  year  as  to  cover  the 
supposed  deficit :  Which  intimation  had  been  since 
formally  confirmed  by  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  which  had  be^  recently  pre- 
sented to  the  House.  The  committee,  therefore, 
had  oply  to  consider,  whether  it  would  be  better 
to  take  up  the  general  subject  of  providing  the 
next  yeaHs  revenue  at  this  time,  or  to  leave  ic 
until  ihf  next  session.  The  committee^  after 
cetisideriag  the  unsettled  state  of  our  foreign  re^ 
lations,  the  unoertainiv  of  the  continuance  ^ 
the  war,  ^.,  had  found  it  altogether  impossible 
to  decide  wbat  amount  of  taxes  would  be  neces- 
sary for  the  ensuiuff  year.  It  was  impossible  for 
the  committee  to  decide  whether  or  not  the  re- 
strictive system  would  be-  in  force  during  the 
next  year;  and  of  course  tbey  could  present 
nothing  more  than  a  Biere  guess  of  the  amount 
of  revenue  wlueh  it  might  be  actually  necessilry 
to  raise  during  the  OMuing  year,  it^had  been, 
therefore,  thought  better  to  let  the  subject  reel 
until  they  could  act  undeietandingly,  and  the 
means  could  be  proportioned  to  the  end.  Ott 
thU  view  of  the  subject  they  had  postponed 
taking  it  up  until  the  next  session  of  Congress. 
Other  considerations  had  an  important  bming 
on  this  determination.  All  the  internal  taxes 
being  now  in  operation,  it  would  be  improper  to 
make  a  change  in  them,  because  any  chaage 
would  affect  uie  whole  system,  and  instead  of 
increasing  the  revenue  would  diminish  it.  As 
to  the  direct  tax,  in  several  of  the  States  it  was 
ftilly  paid  in,  while  in  others  it  was  now  collect- 


ing, and  of  course  could  not  be  revised  or  modi- 
fied I  and  it  would  be  much  better  for  Congress 
to  take  up  the  whole  subject  on  their  meeting  in 
the  Fall.  So  much  for  the  payment  of  the  in- 
terest on  the  loans.  But,  on  tne  subject  of  Trea* 
sury  notes,  a  sufficient  sum  was  already  author- 
ized for  the  service  of  the  present  year.  For  oae 
he  had  no  wish  to  see  paper  money  introduced 
as  a  general  system ;  and  whenever  it  came  to 
that  question,  that  we  cannot  provide  for  our 
pecuniary  wants  vrithout  establishing  a  paoer 
money,  he  was  for  reducing  those  wants.  He 
did  not  believe  Treasury  notes  could  be  oircuUi'' 
ted  to  an  amount  greater  than  our  annual  reve- 
nue, which  he  estimated  at  something  more  than 
eight  millions  of  dollars.  The  amount  of  Treas- 
ury notes  beyond  our  revenue  must  be  in  the  nar 
ture  of  paper  money,  representing  nothing,  and 
possessing  only  a  nominal  value.  He  merely 
made  these  observations  to  justify  the  course  tH 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  to  show 
that  they  had  not  been  inattentive  to  their  duty. 

Mr.  fiARMexT  said  if  the  motion  now  before  the 
House  had  answered  no  other  purpose,  it  had 
brought  out  information  of  which  he  before  knew 
nothing.  He  was  one  of  those  who  was  for  preee* 
eating  the  war  at  any  cost ;  and  he  would  mther 
see  further  taxes  resorted  to  than  some  other 
plans  which  had  been  suggested  for  raising  a  reve- 
nue.  He  believed  that  there  were  some  schemta 
before  the  House,  which  had  their  origin  in  an 
impression  that  tne  loan  woQld  not  he  obtained 
without  their  adoption.  A  proposition  to  qstab^ 
lish  a  National  Bank  bad  been  supported  iui  the 
ground  that  funds  were  wanting  to  suj^rt  tli^ 
war ;  which  same  ground  had  also  been  asaignc^d 
for  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo. 
But  now  the  House  were  told  there  was  revenue 
enough,  and  thf^t  aU  was  welL  If  so,  Mr.  B.  said 
hp  WM  saiisfieci;  and  if  the  Committee  of  Wajra 
%nd  MeaiifS  wopld  tell  the  House  there  was  no  eor 
casion  for  i^  he  would  vote  against  this  and  every 
simUar  proposition;  and  he-  hoped  to  hear  no 
qiore  of  these  schemes  for  raising  revenue.  He 
W4)i  sQ^ry  \o  heiar  opMh  ohsesvatioa  froi9  tlmfltAr 
tleoMip.  atHHU  reduAiiig  the  wafiu  of  the  cqunwy ; 
which  ae  could  not  ooastarae  in  any  oihef  saeaaiy 
ia^^.ihaA  tiiat  of  givinip  up  ottr  rights  aod  ■ntkitt|^ 
a  dIshQnocabk  papce.  He  weald  resdet  to  vnf** 
tiuag  rather  than  that* 

Mr.  Bppbs  said,  in  reply  te  Mr.  B.,  that  kit 
oonduet  in  this  House  and  elsewhere  weuM  proire 
that  he  was  as  much  disposed  to  support  ihe  war 
as  any  gentleman,  and  feh  as  lit^  disposttitm  to 
surrender  the  rights  of  his  country.  But,  in  re- 
gard to  the  Treasury  notes,  they  must  depreciate 
whenever  there  was  not  a  known  fund  suffieient 
for  their  redemption,  4^.  As  to  the  restrictire 
system,  which  had  been  hinted  at,  he  wasattaehed 
to  it ;  but  when  a  question  was  presented  to  hia 
mind,  whether  he  would  remove  that  system  or 
issue  paper  money,  he  eould  not  hesitate.  When 
paper  money  is  resorted  to,  there  most  soojb  be  an 
end  of  all  measures  requiring  mondy  to  iuppert 
them. 

Mr.  Obomdt,  of  Teaneisee,  es|daiBed  what  1m 
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hMd  iaid  of  a  National  Baok,  as  coDoected  with 
the  loao  for  the  preseiit  year,  differently  from  the 
idea  Mr.  Desha  and  Mr.  Barnett  appeared  to 
entertain  of  it.        » 

Mr.  Desha  said  he  had  not  expected  this  motion 
would  meet  with  so  warm  an  opposition,  which 
he  had  predicated  on  the  doubts  which  had  been 
expressed  of  the  practicability  of  obtaining  the 
loan.  As  to  the  remarks  on  the  danger  of  issuing 
Treasnry  notes,  he  apprehended  no  difficulty  on 
that  score :  he  bad  collected  in  the  resolution  sev- 
eral articles  of  extraragance  and  luxury,  which 
would  well  bear  taxation,  to  defray  the  interest  of 
the  Treasury  notes;  which,  if  issued  under  this 
reffulation,  would  be  in  no  danger  of  depreciation. 
They  were  not  to  be  redeemable  in  less  than  five 
years;  and  the  Gtovern  men  t,  being  bound  tore- 
deem  them,  would  before  that  time  provide  a 
fund  for  reoeeminff  them.  As  to  a  paper  money 
system,  he  certainly  viewed  it  as  a  great  evil ; 
out  what  difference  was  there  between  that  and 
a  bank  paper  ?  Both  were  paper  money.  Trea- 
snry notes  would  circulate  as  freely  at  least  as 
bank  paper,  because  bearing  interest.  The  credit 
of  the  nation  was  not  so  bad  but  that  the  farmers 
and  othem  who  wished  to  lay  up  money  would 
give  a  preference  to  the  Treasury  notes  over  any 
other  money*  As  to  the  proposed  blink,  he  in 
common  with  many  others  entertained  Constitu- 
tional scruples;  in  regard  to  Treasury  notes^  no 
sQch  difficulty  attended  them.  The  nrst  object 
with  every  friend  to  his  country  must  be  the  pros- 
ecation  of^  the  war ;  and  with  a  view  to  that  ob- 
ject he  had  made  this  motion. 

Mr.  FisK,  of  New  Tork,  opposed  even  sending 
this  proposition  to  a  committee  for  inquiry,  be- 
cause it  would  produce  an  impression  that  this 
House  was  satisfied  there  might  be  a  necessity 
of  adding  fifteen,  mil  lions  of  Treasury  notes  to 
the  amount  already  proposed  to  be  issued.  Such 
a  measure  would  spread  a  general  alarm,  at  the 
prospect  of  such  a  mass  of  paper  money  being 
thrown  into  circulation.  Without  more  cogent 
reasons  than  he  had  heard,  Mr.  F.  said  he  hoped 
the  House  would  not  tamper  with  such  danger- 
ous experiments. 

Mi".  Alston,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  was 
opposed  to  this  resolution,  not  because  he  was  op- 
p<»ed  to  Iheprinciple  of  it,  but  because  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  aod  Means  already  have  power 
to  act  OB  this  subject.  For  his  part,  he  had  been 
favorable  to  this  scheme;  but  could  not  find  a 
second  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  on 
the  subject.  He  was  satisfied  what  would  be  the 
lesuU  of  the  inquiry  if  it  were  submitted  to  that 
eommittee,  and  therefore  should  vote  against  it^ 
though  if  the  gentleman  would  change  it  so  as 
to  make  the  resolution  imperative  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a  bill  on  the 
sobject,  he  would  vote  for  it. 

The  question  on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Desha's 
motion  was  then  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
37,  nap  108,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Bard,  Barnett,  Bowen,  Caldwell, 
Chappell,  Condiet,  Gonard,  Cnvrfoid,  Crouch,  Deshs, 
Bar&y  Evans,  Farrow,  fVankfin,  Gonrdin,  Qriflln, 
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Gmndy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hawes,  Hnmphreys,  Ingham, 
Irving,  Johnson  of  Ken  tacky,  Kerr,  Lyle,  Macon,  Mur- 
free,  Nelson,  Newton,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Sharp, 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White- 
hill,  and  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania.  • 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Brad- 
bniy,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Brown,  Butler,  Ca- 
perton,  Calhonn,  Chammon,  Cilley,  Clark,  Com- 
stock,  Cox,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert,  Davenport, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoyelles,  Duvall,  Ely,  Eppte, 
Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Gaston,  Geddes,  Gholson,  Hanson,  Hasbrouck,  Haw- 
kins, Howell,  Hungerford,  IngersoU,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Johnson  of  Virghiia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New 
York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kershaw,  lulboum.  King  of 
Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Leflferts, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markdl,  McKim,  McLean, 
Mfiler,  Moffit,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Orms- 
by,  Parker,  Pearson,  PiclLering,  Piclcens,  IHper,  Pit- 
kin, Pleasants,  Post,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William 
Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Ridgely,  Ringgold, 
Ruggles,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sheffey,  Sherwood,  ^ipherd. 
Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stan- 
ford, Stnart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Telfair,  Thompson,  Troup,  Udree,  Vose,  Ward 
of  Massachusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

So  the  House  determined  against  the  motion. 
NATIONAL  BANK. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  8|aturday  last,  being  Mr. 
Qrunot's  motion  to  appoint  a  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  Na- 
tional Bank,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  Newton's  motion  for  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  this  subject  being  still  under  considera- 
tion— 

Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  spoke  against 
the  postponement.  He  was  inclined  to  believe 
the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank  to  be  both 
Constitutional  and  expedient ;  and  should  there- 
fore vote  against  the  postponement,  without  say- 
ing how  he  should  vote  on  the  bill,  because  he 
did  not  know  in  what  fof m  it  would  be  reported. 
The  wadt  of  time  was  no  argument  against  the 
discussion  of  this  subject.  None  could  be  of 
more  importance,  or  more  peremptorily  requir- 
ing members  to  sacrifice  personal  convenience  to 
the  public  interest. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Kentucky,  supported  the  in- 
definite postponement.  He  was  against  the  pro- 
position proposed  to  be  postponed,  if  it  was  only 
because  the  difficulties  said  to  exist  in  procuring 
funds  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war  were  seized 
on  to  produce  a  change  of  principle.  As  to  the 
difficulties  which  were  said  to  exists  he  consid- 
ered them  in  a  ereat  degree  imaginary,  and  their 
reiteration  as  calculated  to  produce  no  beneficial 
conse(|uences  to  the  nation.  He  did  not  believe 
the  difficulties  in  question,  if  they  existed  at  all, 
were  such  as  to  require  this  House  to  sacrifice 
principle  at  the  shrine  of  necessity.  He  should 
therefore  vote  for  the  indefinite  postponement, 
however  under  other  circumstances  he  might  ob- 
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jeet  to  such  a  coune  of  legislation,  because  pre* 
sent  necessity  was  made  tUe  plea  for  obtaining 
that  decision  from  the  House  which,  under  other 
circumstances,  could  not  be  obtained. 

Mr.  Robertson,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  the 
postponemient.  He  had  heard  no  one,  in  the 
course  of  this  debate,  adrocate  a  sacrifice  of  prin- 
ciple to  the  exigency  of  the  times.  He  did  not 
know  but  the  establishment  of  a  Bank  could  be 
amply  supported  on  general  grounds  distinct  from 
the  situation  of  the  Government  or  from  consid- 
erations of  finance.  He  was  happy  that  this  was 
a  question  trammelled  by  no  party  considerations ; 
it  was  a  question  which  concerned  commerce  and 
commercial  operations.  Representing  a  distant 
but  highly  commercial  section  of  the  country, 
which  Did  fair  to  equal  if  not  outstrip  any  other 
part  of  the  United  States  in  commercial  import- 
ance, he  feli  disposed,  whenever  in  his  power,  to 
do  any  act,  not  contravening  the  Cbnstitution, 
which  would  be  beneficial  to  commerce.  Those 
gentlemen  who  entertained  Constitutional  ohjec- 
tions  would  do  well  to  vote  against  postpone- 
ment, because  the][  could  not  be  expected  to  yield 
them.  Having  himself  no  such  objection,  and 
looking  to  the  expediency  of  the  measure  only, 
he  wished  for  an  opportunity  of  fair  consideration 
to  be  offered  to  this  subject. 

Mr.  Hawkinb  spoke  ia  explanation.  He  said 
he  should  be  always  ready  to  give  a  candid  con- 
sideration to  any  proposition  made  in  this  House 
under  ordinary  circumstances.  But  this  subject, 
he  said^  presented  itself  in  an  attitude  which  did 
not  entitle  it  to  discussion  by  the  House,  because 
predicated  on  a  supposed  difficulty  which  might 
be  found  in  obtaining  the  loan  already  authorized 
by  law.  Temporary  expedients  were  not  proper 
for  such  cases,  but  measures  of  a  more  durable 
character.  Therefore  it  was  that  he  was  in  favor 
of  the  indefinite  postponement.  Whenever  the 
question  should  present  itself  on  principles  un- 
connected with  others  of  moment  and  present  im- 
portance, he  should  not  be  found  opposed  to  the 
investigation  of  it. 

Mr.  Robertson  adde<J,  that  he  considered  this 
as  an  abstractproposition,  and  so  might  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  if  he  chose.  Some  gen- 
tlemen supposed  it  bad  reference  to  the  immediate 
convenience  of  the  Government,  and  some  might 
vote  for  it  and  others  against  it  in  that  view ;  but 
they  who  so  voted  would  vote  from  motives  which 
Mr.  R.  said  had  no  operation  on  him.  He  did 
consider  it  as  an  abstract  proposition  whether  or 
not  it  was  expedient  at  this  time  to  e^itablish  a 
National  Banic. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  said  he  should  vote 
to  postpone  this  proposition,  because  there  was 
already  before  the  House  a  bill  on  the  subject  of 
a  National  Bank;  and  because  he  was  opposed 
to  taking  up,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  a 
subject  which  required,  in  acting  on  it,  the  great- 
est care  and  deliberation. 

Mr.  PoTTEB,  of  Rhode  Island,  said  he  should 
rota  for  the  postponement,  because  no  bill  could 
be  reported  on  the  subject  of  a  National  Bank 
that  he  could  vote  for.   The  establishment  of  such 


a  bank  would  answer  no.  valuable  purpose  to  the 
community,  and  by  withdrawing  from  circulatioa 
for  six  or  nine  nH>oih8  a  vast  amount  of  specie 
would  add  to  the  distresses  already  experienced 
ii)  the  nation  from  the  want  of  it. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
then  decided  as  follows : 

Yxi.8 — Measra.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Bard,  B^liea 
of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow,  Boyd,  Bradbury,  BnA* 
enzidge,  Biigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  CiUeyy  Clafk, 
Crawford,  Davenport^  Desha,  Ely,  Eppes,  Evaoa, 
Geddes,  Ghokon,  Goodwyn,  Hale,  Hall»  Hanson, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Howell,  Hungerford,  Ingersoll,  Ir* 
▼ing,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Ketk' 
nedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kershaw,  King  of  Massa*- 
chusetts.  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lyle,  Macon,  MarkeU, 
McKim,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Moseley,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Poet,  Potter,  John  Reed, 
William  Reed,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Buggies, 
Sharp,  Sheffey,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Troup^  Vose, 
Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
and  Wright— 71. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alston,  Archer,  Bamett,  Bowen, 
Bradley,  Brown,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Oalhoun,  Chajppell, 
Gomstock,  Condiet,  Gonird,  Cox,  Gretghton,  Croaeh, 
Culpeper,  Guthbert,  Davia  of  Pennsylvania,  Denoj* 
elles,  DuTftll,  Sarle,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Yennoiitt 
Fisk  of  New  York,  F<^ney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gas- 
ton, Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Harris,  Hasbronck, 
Homi^reys,  Ingham,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Jadl^ 
son  of  Virginia,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kilbonm, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Le^rts,  Lowndes,  McLeaa, 
Montgomery,  Murfiree,  Oakley,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pear- 
son, Pickens,  Pipe)r,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Ridgs- 
ly,  Robertson,  Sevier,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Pennsylyania,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Strong,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Tannehill,  Tay- 
lor, Telfair,  Thompson,  Udree,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  Winter,  and  Yancey— 80. 

So  the  House  determined  that  Mr.  Grundt's 
motion  should  not  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Georgia,  then  moved  to  amend 
the  motion  by  adding  after  the  word  "bank."  the 
words  "  wiihm  the  District  of  Columbia." 

After  a  few  words  of  objection  by  Mr.  Gacrff- 
DY,  who  wished  the  motion  general,  to  aflbrd  the 
Committee  latitude  of  discretion  as  to  the  detaiia^ 
of  the  institution,  and  some  observations  from  Mr. 
Wbigbt  in  reply,  Mr.  Hall's  motion  was  nega- 
tived— ayes  32. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution,  and  decided  as  follows:  For  the 
motion  76,  against  it  69. 

So  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  a  committee 
of  nine  members  directed  to  be  appointed  to  carry- 
it  into  efiect.  And  Messrs.  GaundY)  Oakley,  Cal« 
HOUN,  Gaston,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Lowndes. 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ingham,  and  Fisit  of 
New  York,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 


Tuesday,  April  5. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
R.  Williams;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
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Mr.  Abob£b  reported  a  bill  to  enable  the  Prefti- 
dtiit  of  the  United  States  to  make  restitution  to 
the  owners  of  the  Danish  briganttne  caMed  the 
Henrick;  which  was  read  twice  and  commit  ted 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a^bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Cas- 
tille;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Bppbs  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Bdward  Hallowell ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  ElppES  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  T.  Williamson  and  Thomas  Rice;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  £ppB8  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Beajamin  W.  Crowninshield ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  tinae  to-morrow. 

Bffr.  Kppes,  from  the  same  committee,  who 
were  instriteted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
inereasiog  the  compensation  allowed  to  the  Col- 
leaiors  of  the  Customs,  made  an  unfarorable  r)d- 
port  thereon;  which  was  concurred  in  by  the 
Heaae. 

Mr.  Eppbs  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  Stephen  Girard,  referred  on  the  14th 
ultioio  $  which  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  Huose. 

The  House  resoWed  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  the 
act.  entitled  **An  act  to  provtde  for  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  militia  ^ain,  and.  for  militia  dis- 
abled in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States. 
The  bili>as  reported  with  an  amendment  which 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House  and  the.  bill  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
manow. 

The  bill  to  authonze  the  erection  of  a  peniten- 
tiacy  in  thai  District  of  Columbia,  and  to  provide 
the  necessary  funds  therefor,  was  postponed  in-' 
dcAnttely. 

The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  act 
entitled  ''An  act  for  ascertamiuf  the  titles  and 
ckiow  to  lands  in  that  part  of  Louisiana  which 
lies  east  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  Island  of 
New  Orleans.  The  bill  was  reported  with  an 
aofeendment,  which  was  concurred  in  by  the  House, 
and  the  hill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow* 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons 
who,  by  mistake,  have  made  wrong  entries  on 
the  pqbiic  lands;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  bill  was  reported  with  an  amend- 
ment thereto,  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the 
saaie:  Upon  which,  the  Spbakbb  decided,  that 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
was  not  in  order,  because  the  amendment  struck 
ont  the  whole  bill,  which  consisted  of  but  one 
seetion,  and  therefore  amounted  to  a  rejection  of 
the  bill. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Tatlob,  that 
the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely,  and  the 


question  being  taken,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

Nfr.  Grun OY,  of  Tennessee,  made  a  report  on 
the  memorial  of  Thomas  Claxion,  concluding 
with  resolutions  recommending  the  appointment 
of  James  C  lax  ton  to  attend  to  the  post  office  and 
stationery  office  of  the  House,  with  a  compensa- 
tion of  three  dollars  per  day  during  the  session. 
A  motion  was  made  to  substitute  two  for  three 
dollars  in  the  report,  but  wa?^  negatived.  And 
the  report  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  engrossed  bill  concerning  Invalid  pension- 
ers was  iread  a  third  time,  and  pdssed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  the  collection,  preserva- 
tion, and  exhibittDn  of  such  flag*,  standards,  and 
colors  as  shall  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be, 
taken  by  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States  irom  their  enemies,  passed  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Cutter,  and  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Cahoone  and  others,  re- 
spectively, passed  through  Committees  of  the 
whole  Ho^se,  and  were  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the 
United  States  was,  on  mouon  of  Mr.  iHoraiaoLL, 
postponed  indefinitely. 

The  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the  peti- 
tion of  J.  A.  Chevallie,  agent  of  Amelie  Eugenie 
Beaumarohais,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sbbfpbt, 
postponed  indefinitely. 

NEXT  MEETING  OP  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  Eppbs,  of  Virginia,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  consider  the  subject,  reported 
a  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  or  Con- 
gress, (the  third  Monday  in  October  next;)  which 
was  twice  read. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  so  as  to  fix  on  the  first  day  of  November  as 
the  day  of  meeting,  and  assigned  as  a  reason  the 
occurrence  of  manv  elections  about  that  period, 
which  it  would  be  desirable  to  members  to  attend, 
and  also  the  advantages  of  short  sessions,  in  which 
as  much  business  was  generally  done  as  in  long 
ones. 

Mr.  Eppbs  said,  it  was  desirable  that  Congress 
should  meet  at  as  early  a  day  as  gentlemen  re- 
siding at  a  distance  could  venture  into  the  cli- 
mate; for  the  reason  that,  if  this  present  war 
continues,  not  only  the  direct  tax  must  be  revived, 
but  other  taxes  must  be  put  in  operation.  It  was 
supposed  that  three  months  would  be  sufficient  to 
put  the  direct  tax  into  operation^  after  the  law 
should  pass  for  laying  it.  Allowmg  a  month  for 
enacting  the  law,  it  might  go  into  operation  with- 
in theraonth  of  February,  and  a  considerable  puart 
of  the  proceeds  come  into  the  Treasury  during 
that  year.  If  the  war  continued,  it  would  be 
proper  for  Congress  to  meet  in  time  to  make  effi- 
cient provisions  for  the  service  of  the  next  year. 
The  month  of  October  would  be  as  inconvenient 
a  time  for  himself  to  be  absent  from  home,  Mr. 
E.  said,  as  for  any  gentleman  in  the  House ;  but 
private  convenience  must  yield  to  the  public  in- 
terest. 
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BIr.  Jackson  concurred  io  the  sentiment  last 
tdvanced  by  his  colleague,  bat  he  conceired  that 
the  time  he  bad  proposed  would  be  early  enouffh 
for  Congress  to  meet;  and  being  only  two  weeks 
later  than  the  day  proposed  by  bis  friend,  could 
not  make  any  material  difference. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  Aloo* 
day  next.    Negatived— ayes  43. 

Jdr.  Grundy,  of  Tennessee,  was  desirous  of 
fixing  on  such  a  day  as  should  reconcile  the  con- 
venience  of  members  with  the  public  ffood ;  and, 
that  the  House  might  have  time  to  reflect  on  it, 
be  moved  to  la^  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Post,  of  New  York,  said  he  saw  no  neces- 
sity, after  what  had  fallen  from  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  for  either 
deferring  the  question,  or  for  passing  the  bill  now 
before  the  House.  For,  if  he  understood  the  gen- 
tleman, it  was  supported  on  the  continp^ency  that 
we  may  next  year  have  a  continuation  of  the 
war.  The  occasion  for  meeting  beinff  a  contin- 
gency, and  the  President  having  fuU  power  to 
call  Congress  whenever  he  shall  deem  it  proper, 
he  saw  no  occasion  to  pass  a  law  on  the  subject ; 
especially  when,  by  coming  here  at  early  as  pro- 
posed, members  from  the  Northern  States  ran 
considerable  risk  of  suffering  from  the  in^uence 
of  this  climate. 

Mr.  Eppes  said,  although  it  was  perfectly  true 
that  the  President  might  convene  Congress  when- 
ever he  thought  proper,  yet  he  thought  it  correct, 
when  the  Legislature  was  responsible,  that  it 
should  not  place  itself  at  the  discretion  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive. It  was  the  doty  of  Congress  to  provide 
the  ways  and  means  for  carrying  on  the  war ;  and 
it  was  their  duty  to  meet  in  time  to  do  so,  with- 
out depending  on  the  discretion  of  the  Executive 
in  this  respect. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY,  of  Pennsylvania,  remarked,  in 
addition,  that  the  power  giv«n  to  the  Executive 
to  convoke  Congress,  was  not  to  do  the  ordinary 
business  of  the  nation,  but  such  matters  as  unfore- 
seen events  occurring  during  the  recess  might 
render  necessary. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was 
decided  as  follows— For  the  motion  66,  against 
it  64. 

So  the  bill  lies  on  the  table. 

MODIHED  DUtlES. 

Mr.  Inqham ,  of  Pennsylvania,  with  a  view  to 
fulfil  the  intention  he  had  avowed  during  the 
debate  of  yesterday,  moved  the  following  re«oln* 
tion: 

Re9ohedf  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  Congress,  at.tbeir  next  sesaon,  a 
general  tariff ofduties,  conformably  to  the  existing  situ- 
ation of  the  general  and  local  interests  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  said  ibis  subject 
had  been  frequently  agitated  in  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  and  it  had  been  considered 
desirable,  with  a  view  to  modifications  in  the  sy»- 
tem,  to  obtain  an  account  of  the  amount  of  wool- 
len goods  and  other  merchandise  imported.    To 


mature  a  resolution  on  this  subject,  he  thought 
was  more  properly  the  doty  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  suggested  the  |)ropriety  of 
referring  this  resolution  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  Setbert,  of  Pennsylvania,  expressed  him* 
self  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  motion  of  his  col- 
league, and  saw  no  necessity  whatever  for  delaf 
by  a  reference  of  the  subject  to  any  committee 
whatever. 

Mr.  Newton,  of  Virginia,  expressed  himself 
favorably  to  the'ol^ect  of  this  motion,  but  did  not 
think  it  as  comprehensive  as  might  be  desirable. 
Instead  of  an  ad  valorem  duty,  he  thought  that 
many  of , the  duties  ought  to  be  specific.  That 
he  and  other  gentlemen  might  reflect  on  this 
matter,  and  prepare  amendments  if  necessary,  he 
moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Pennsylvania,  objected  to  the 
motion's  lying  on  the  table,  because  of  the  late- 
ness of  the  period  of  the  session.  He  spoke  of  the 
necessity  or  a  tariff,  and  the  length  of  time  since 
any  change  had  been  made  in  the  preeent  rate  of 
duties.  Some  of  the  specific  duties  were  now 
from  45  to  50,  whilst  the  highest  ad  valoreoa 
duties,  being  principally  on  those  articles,  toO| 
which  come  io  competition  with  our  manufiic* 
tores,  were  not  more  than  15,  though  nominally  25 
per  cent. 

Mr.  Inqbbsoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  hoped  that 
the  resolution  of  his  colleague  would  be  suffered 
to  pass,  as  he  thought  it  ought  to  have  done  as 
moved  yesterday ;  not  heinst  able  to  see  the  force 
of  the  objection,  then  urged,  that  it  would  be  ina- 
proper  to  refer  to  one  of  the  Secretaries  any  sub- 
ject embraced  in  a  Message  from  the  President. 
One  reason,  among  others,  why  he  wished-  the 
resolution  to  pass,  was,  that  he  saw  in  to-day's 
newspaper  a  misuke  which  it  was  necessary  to 
correct.  -  In  the  National  Intelligencer  of  this 
morninff,  it  was  stated  that  the  prolongation  of 
the  double  duties  was  not  included  in  the  report— > 
the  committee  appearing  to  deem  it  not  necessft- 
rily  connected  with  other  subjects  embraced  in 
the  message.  You  have  before  you  a  mean^ 
proposing  to  change  completely,  from  top  to  bot- 
tom, the  aspect  of  your  commercial  relations ;  and 
the  President,  well  aware  of  the  effect  which  et en 
the  report  of  these  measures  would  have  on  tke 
manufacturing  interest,  associates  in  the  message 
a  recommendation  to  prolong  the  double  duties. 
That  matter  has  been  suffered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
Now,  suppose  the  present  motion  of  his  colleague 
should  be  laid  on  the  table,  the  idea  thrown  oat 
in  this  paragraph  would  gain  ground,  and  the 
manufacturers  would  be  impressed  with  the  ideei 
that  there  was  no  disposition  in  the  House  to  at- 
tend to  their  interests.  This  idea  the  House,  he 
honed,  would  nut  encourage. 

Mr.'McKiM,  of  Maryland,  said  be  could  see  no 
reason  for  the  resolution's  lying  on  the  table,  be- 
cause the  objects  in  view  oould  be  very  readily 
obuined  by  an  amendment,  which,  if  the  motion 
to  lay  it  on  the  table  was  negatived,  he  would 
offer. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
was  negatived— ayes  9& 
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Mr.  MoKiM  then  moTed  to  amend  the  resoln* 
Uon,  by  adding  to  it  the  following  words :  "  with 
'  a  Tiew,  also,  to  extend  the  specific  duties  as  far 
*•  as  practicable,  and  to  suggest  sach  improTeoients 
'  of  the  laws  as  mav  be  necessary  to  secure  more 
*  effectoallf  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  im- 
'  ports  and  tonnage."  The  latter  clause  he  had 
introduced  because  of  the  facility  to  smuggling, 
which  the  unrestricted  remoyal  of  foreign  goods 
from  one  port  to  another  now  afforded. 

Mr.  Ingham  objected  to  this  amendment  as 
going  to  limit  the  object  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  L0WNOE8,  of  South  Carolina,  hoped  the 
amendment  would  not  prevail.  As  the  resolu- 
tion now  stood^  it  was  left  perfectly  open,  ex* 
pressing  no  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  House. 
The  amendment^^  however,  went  to  express  an 
opinion,  which  the  House  could  not  be  prepared 
80  hastily  and  unadvisedly  to  decide  on.  All  that 
eonid  be  correctly  done  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session,  was  generally  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  ofthe  Treasury  to  the  subject. 

The  amendment  moved  bv  Mr.  McKim  was 
disagreed  to,  and  Mr.  iNOBA^'a  motion  then  pass- 
ed without  objection. 

WfiDNESoAT,  April  6. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
dttt  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  "*  for  the  relief 
of  Mary  Cheevers,"  with  amendments.  The 
Senate  have  passed  a  bill  ^authorizing  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  marine  corps,  and  foe  other  pur- 
poses f^  also,  a  bill  "  directing  the  disposition  of 
moae^  paid  into  the  qourts  of  the  United  Slates ;" 
in  which  bills  and  amendments  they  ask  the  con- 
currence ^f  this  House. 

Mr.  Wriobt,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  whicn  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table : 

Raokfcd,  That  die  following  rule  be  added  to  the 
mks  of  this  Hoose:  ''That  no  amendment  by  way  of 
fider  be  noeivod  to  any  bill  on  its  third  reading." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jshningb,  of  Indiana,  ordered 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  to  de« 
fine  more  explicitly  the  duties  of  the  Judges  of 
the  Territories  of  Indiana  and  Illinois. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
renort  ofthe  committee  on  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Claxion. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the  House 
yesterday  to  strike  out  the  word  "  three"  and  in- 
sert "two"  as  the  compensation  to  be  allowed 
pel  day  to  the  keeper  of  the  letter  and  stationery 
offiee,  was  carried,  and  the  Hooise,  by  a  vote  of 
^  to  49,  i^reed  to  the  said  amendment. 

A  motion  was  made  further  to  amend  the  re- 
port ;  when  the  resolution  and  amendments  were, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

REPEAL  OF  THE  EMBARGO. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  re- 
aolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo  and  non*importa- 


tion  acts,  and  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation 
of  specie. 

The  first  mentioned  bill  was  first  taken  up; 
and  the  first  section  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  (the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,) 
rose  to  speak  to  the  merits  of  the  bill.  In  order 
to  judffe  of  the  proprietv  of  the  measure  it  em- 
braced, he  said,  it  would  be  necessary  to  go  back  to 
the  nature  and  character  of  the  war  in  which  this 
nation  is  engaged.  It  was,  as  it  had  been  em- 
phatically and  correctly  stated,  a  war  for  Free 
Trade  and  Sailors'  Rights:  and  such,  Mr.  C. 
said,  must  be  the  character  of  every  war  in  which 
this  nation  is  engaged.  We  are  so  far  removed 
from  the  European  contest,  that  we  shall  never 
enter  into  the  struggles  for  continental  power  in 
that  Quarter  of  the  world.  Not  that  we  should 
be  indifferent  spectators  of  the  events  in  Europe, 
because  the  changes  there  may  have  a  considera- 
ble bearinff  on  the  affairs  and  interests  of  this 
country:  but  the  interest  we  feel  in  these  events 
is  not  of  such  a  character  as  to  make  us  a  pri- 
mary party  in  any  of  these  contests.  But  one 
circumstance  always  accompanying  the  Euro- 
pean struggles,  will  more  or  less  involve  the 
rights  of  this  country  in  them.  Of  such  a  char- 
acter is  the  British  commercial  or  maritime  policv, 
which  in  its  effect  tends  to  destroy  the  free  traae 
of  this  country  and  also  to  infringe  the  rights  of 
our  seamen.  In  this  point  of  view  it  is  a  matter 
of  great  importance  that  we  should  duly  reflect 
on  the  character  of  the  present  contest,  to  decide 
what  part  this  country  ought  to  act,  and  what 
principles  should  now  govern  our  conduct.  The 
policy  of  Britain,  which  is  to  contract  and  limit 
neutral  rights,  and  which,  if  not  resisted,  would 
annihilate  them,  will  always  have  a  strong  bear- 
ing on  the  United  States*  But  that  policy  will 
not  stop  here;  it  will  affect  the  interests  of  every 
country  in  Europe,  and  place  them  more  or  less 
on  the  side  of  this  country  in  resistance  to  the 
commercial  policy  of  England.  It  then  becomes 
a  matter  of  policy  to  unite  those  countries,  in- 
terested in  the  cause  of  free  trade,  in  the  struggle 
which  we  are  obliged  to  make  against  the  usur- 
pations of  our  enemy.  In  this  point  of  view  the 
most  liberal  and  generous  policy  ought  to  be  pur- 
sued 1)7  us  as  to  tne  other  Powers  of  Europe^  and 
particularly  to  the  peAt  Northern  Powers,  Sweden 
and  Russia.  But  it  might  be  said  our  past  meas- 
ures contradict  this  leading  principle  of  policy. 
Mr.  C.  thought  noL  The  restrictive  system 
sprung  from  an  unusual  state  of  things:  it  was  a 
pacific  policy,  arising  from  the  extraordinary  state 
of  the  wotld  at  the  time  we  embarked  in  it — and 
of  course  was  a  temporary  rather  than  a  perma- 
nent policy.  On  looking  back  to  its  origin,  gen- 
tlemen would  find  it  to  be  such  as  he  had  stated. 
It  originated  at  a  moment  when  every  Power 
on  the  continent  of  Europe  was  arrayed  against 
Qreat  Britain,  and  no  one  country  in  fiurope  was 
then  interested  in  the  support  or  defence  of  neu- 
tral rights.  There  was  scarcely  a  port  in  Europe, 
which,  at  the  commencement  of  our  restrictive 
system,  was  not  occluded  to  British  commerce. 
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In  this  state  of  thiDgs,  the  United  States,  In  order 
to  avoid  war,  not  having  taken  the  resolution  at 
that  time  to  declare  war^  resorted  to  the  restrict- 
ive system — resorted  to  it  because  the  extraordi- 
nary state  of  th^  European  world  presented  a 
prospect  that  the  strong  pressure  of  this  systeip 
on  Great  Britain  might  save  the  nation  from  a 
war  into  which  we  have  since  been  reluctantly 
drawn.  Such  was  the  character  of  the  embargo 
measure,  originating  from  the  posture  of  the 
world  at  that  day,  when  it  was  resorted  to  with- 
out the  prospect  of  its  producing  an  impression 
on  any  neutral  Power— for  there  were  then  no 
neutrals.  Gentlemen  might  say,  that,  in  this 
view  of  the  restrictive  system,  it  ought  to  have 
terminated  at  the  commencement  of  the  war. 
To  be  candid,  Mr.  C.  said,  that  was  his  opinion; 
and  when  a  motion  wlis  made,  by  a  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  to  that  efiect,  he  (Mr.  C.) 
had  adroeated  it  on  the  ground  that  the  restrict- 
ive policy  was  opposed  to  war.  That  motion 
was  not  successful,  but  it  was  rejected  by  a  ma- 
jority of  one  vote,  so  many  members  of  the  Re- 
publican party  agreeing  with  him  in  that  opinion 
as  almost  to  have  carried  the  question  at  that 
time.  But  why  ^as  the  system  not  then  termi- 
nated? The  reasons  would  be  obvious  to  all 
who  reverted  to  the  circumstan<^es  of  that  time. 
The  state  of  the  world  which  originally  induced 
the  system,,  which  gave  great  energy  to  it.  con- 
tinued in  its  pristine  vigor.  All  Europe  was  still 
occluded  to  British  commerce;  the  war  between 
Russia  and  France  had  not  broken  out — Russia 
had  not  then  opened  her  ports  to  British  com- 
merce. This  was  then  the  governing  motive 
which  prevented  the  repeal  of  that  system.  Had 
the  state  of  the  vTorld  then  been  what  it  now  is; 
had  all  the  European  world,  France  excepted, 
been  open  to  British  commerce;  had  there  existed 
neutral  nations  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  of 
yery  great  power  and  influence;  Mr.  C.  said,  had 
this  state  of  things  then  existed,  there  was  the 
strongest  reason  to  believe,  fVom  tne  small  minor- 
ity against  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  to  which  he  had  alluded,  the  re- 
strictive system  would  have  been  terminated  by 
the  war.  As  to  his  own  views  of  that  system,' 
Mr.  C.  said  he  thought  it  ought  to  have  termina^ 
ted  in  war  earlier  than  it  did.  In  this  respect  he 
had  disagreed  with  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  with  whom  he  had  then  vtoted. 
They  wished  neither  war  nor  restriction. 

But,  said  Mn  C,  let  us  now  attend  to  the  pres- 
ent state  of  the  world.  What  is  the  condition  of 
England?  As  between  us  and  Great  Britain, 
there  are  many  nations  of  great  power  now  in  a 
neutral  condition.  Russia,  Sweden,  all  Germany, 
Denmark,  Russia,  Spain,  for  even  she  may  be  con- 
sidered neutral— and  perhaps  Holland.  Under  the 
entire  change  in  the  circumstances  of  Europe, 
ouffht  not  the  restrictive  system  then  to  terminate  7 
Indubitably— indubitably,  he  said,  because  all  the 
reasons  which  justified  and  recommended  its  con- 
tinuance had  ceased.  It  was  originally  resorted  to 
as  a  specific  measure ;  havinz  declared  war,  as  a 
war  measure  it  was  continued,  and  was  a  forcible 


measure,  because  all  Europe  was  shut  against 
our  enemy.  All  Europe  being  now  open  to  her, 
that  reason  has  ceased.  Suppose  we  were  to 
l^rsist  in  the  measure.  Does  any  one  believe  that 
England  will  feel  the  measure  as  she  did  when 
the  Continent  was  shut?  Certainly  not.  But 
in  addition  to  that  consideration,  the  fact  is  that 
we  are  now  contending  for  free  trade,  and  ou^ ht 
to  propitiate  as  much  as  possible  every  natron 
which  has  the  same  interest  as  ourselves  in  its 
maintenance.  In  one  word,  it  is  our  interest  to 
attach  the  friendship  of  Russia,  Sweden,  HoUand, 
Denmark,  and  of  all  nations  who  have  a  deep  in- 
terest in  free  trade,  to  the  cause  of  America*  Bfr. 
C.  felt  a  strong  impression,  that  if  we  opened  our 
ports  to  them,  and  the  maritime  usurpations  of 
Great  Britain  continued,  they  would  in  time 
make  common  cause  with  America ;  that  in  time 
their  weight  would  be  thrown  into  the  scale  with 
us  to  counteract  the  policy  of  Great  Britain.  It 
would  not  be  decorous,  or  wise  for  the  United 
States,  standing  up  for  the  freedom  of  trade,  to 
pursue  a  course  of  policy  calculated  to  irritate 
those  nations  with  whom  we  may  have  commoa 
cause.  What  had  the  Emperor  of  Russia  said  in 
relation  to  our  war  with  Great  Britain,  when  ap- 
prized of  it?  He  had  expressed  his  solicitude  for 
trade  with  America^  and  riegretted  that  our  differ- 
ence with  Great  Bntain  would  interrupt  it.  This 
sentiment  he  liad  expressed  at  the  moment  when 
all  France  and  her  allies  marched  against  him,  and 
he  did  not  know  how  soon  France  would  plant 
her  standard  in  his  capital.  The  sentiment  must 
have  still  greater  influence  with  him  now,  when 
his  enemy  is  repelled.  The  same  feeling  whieh 
governed  the  Emperor  of  Russia  in  this  respect 
niust  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  govern  every  na- 
tion on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  whose  interests 
are  the  same.  In  the  proposition  which  had  been 
made  to  France  on  the  part  of  the  allies,  a  solici- 
tude had  been  evinced  on  this  sqbject,  which,  if 
this  country  shows  a  disposition  to  extend  the 
benefits  of  its  commerce  to  the  European  Conti- 
nent, must  have  weight  in  the  British  Cabinet. 
We  ought  never  to  forget,  Mr.  C.  said,  the  reason 
which  had  forsed  us  into  war.  Anxious  to  main- 
tain our  neutral  position,  and  to  enjoy  the  bene- 
fits of  neutral  trade,  we  had  for  years  closed  our 
eyes  against  the  aggressions  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy.  Sufferance  on  our  part  had  provoked  onty 
further  injury,  which  had  forced  us  to  arms  In 
defence  of  neutral  righu  and  free  trade.  Under 
this  view  of  the  subject,  he  hoped  this  committee 
would  duly  appreciate  the  necessity  of  concilia- 
ting those  nations  whose  interests  were  now  t^e 
same  ay  ours,  with  whom  we  have  now  some 
trade,  and  in  future  may  expect  it  to  be  greatly 
extended.  But  it  might  be  said  England  would 
not  permit  this  trade.  To  what  situacion,  Mr. 
C.  asked,  would  she  then  be  reduced  ?  To  an  al- 
ternative the  most  awkward  and  perplexing.  Sfce 
must  either  keep  np  their  present  mere  cruising  or 
paper  blockade  of  our  seacoast,  to  prevebt  the  en- 
trance of  those  neutrals,  or  modify  her  system  of 
paper  blockade  in  favor  of  all  neutrals.  Will  not 
a  persistance  in  her  present  illegitimate  blockade , 
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and  capture  at  sea  of  neutral  vessels  destined  f6r 
the  United  State?,  irritate  and  vex  those  nations, 
and  detach  them  from  the  cause  of  Qreat  Britain  1 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  she  modifies  her  blockade 
in  th^ir  favor,  Mr.  C.  said,  we  may  carry  on  a 
lucrative  trade  to  the  continent  of  Europe,  not 
beneficial  to  England,  but  very  much  so  to  the 
United  States.  The  very  option  which  will  thus 
be  presented  will  embarrass  the  British  Cabinet, 
and  have  a  stronger  tendency  to  produce  peace 
than  ten  years  continuance  of  the  present  system, 
when  the  prospect  of  its  producing  any  pressure 
has  become  so  very  faint.  Mr.  C.  said  he  would 
ask  of  ^ntlemen  on  the  same  side  of  the  House 
with  himself,  whether,  if  the  restrictive  system 
were  now  off,  there  would  be  ten  votes  in  the 
House  in  favor  of  putting  it  on  ?  He  contended 
there  would  not.  If  it  were  to  expire  on  the  lOth 
of  the  month,  would  there  be  ten  votes  in  favor  of 
its  renewal?  He  believed  not.  If  the  House 
would  in  neither  case  embrace  it  under.present  cir- 
cumstances, there, was  the  strongest  reason  to 
presume  that  in  its  judgment  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem is  not  now  operative  and  wise.  What  then, 
he  asked,  was  the  objection  to  repealing  it  ?  A 
regard  to  consistency.  He  knewt  he  said,  that 
regard  on^t  always  to  be  had  to  that  valuable 
tfiit  in  Governments  or  men.  But  it  was  not 
the  duty  of  men  to  regulate  their  conduct  without 
any  regard  to  events.  True  wisdom  consists  in 
nroperly  adapting  you^  conduct  to' circumstances. 
Two  thing[s  may  change  our  conduct  in  any  par- 
ticular point:  a  change  of  our  own  opinion,  or 
of  exterior  circumstances,  which  entirety  change 
tha  reason  of  oUr  former  conduct.  Men  cannot 
always  go  straigh  t  forward,  but  must  regard  the  ob- 
stacles Wjhich  impede  their  course.  Inconsistency 
consists  m  a  change  of  conduct  when  there  is  no 
change  of  circumstances  which  justify  it.  Those 
who  adapt  their  conduct  to  a  change  of  circum- 
stances, act  not  consistently  but  otherwise.  They 
wonld  be  inconsistent  if  they  persisted  in  a  course 
of  measures  after  the  reasons  which  called  foi 
tbem  had  so  changed  as  to  require  a  course  di- 
rectly the  reverse.  Mr.  C.  &aid  be  respected  the 
firmness  of  many  friends  around  him,  because  it 
indicated  their  determination  to  persevere  in  any 
system  and  adhere  to  any  measure  whi6h  they  be- 
heved  the  interest  of  their  country  to  require. 
But.  according  to  the  view  which  he  had  taken, 
he  aid  not  view  such  a  persistance  in  the  restric- 
tive system  to  be  the  dictate  either  of  wisdom  or 
sonnd  policy.  There  were  many  other  observa- 
tions which  he  might  make  on  this  subject,  which 
he  should  at  present  forbear  to  urge.  As  to  the 
manufacturing  interest,  in  regard  to  which  some 
fears  had  been  expressed,  the  resolution  voted  by 
th^  House  yesterday  was  a  strong  pledge  that  it 
would  not  suffer  the  manufacturers  to  be  unpro- 
tected in  case  of  a  repeal  of  the  restrictive  system. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  hoped  at  all  times  and  under  every 
poiicv  they  would  be  protected  with  due  care. 
All  lurther  remarks  he  reserved  ubtil  he  should 
hear  the  objections  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Webster,  of  New  Hampshire,  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows : 


Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  ha^py  to  be  present  at 
the  office  now  to  be  performed,  and  to  act  a  part 
in  the  funeral  ceremonies  of  what  has  usually 
been  called  the  restrictive  system. 

The  occasion^  I  think,  will  justify  a  temperate 
and  moderate  exultation  on  the  part  of  those  who 
have  constantly  opposed  this  system  of  politics, 
and  uniformly  foretold  its  miserable  end.  I  con- 
gratulate  my  friends  on  this  triumph  of  their 
principles. 

They  have  not  labored  altogether  in  vain. 
The  vote  now  to  be  given  is  a  high  tribute  to  the 
correctness  of  their  opinions  and  the  consistency 
of  their  conduct.  At  the  same  time^  I  would  not 
refuse  condolence  to  the  few  surviving  friends  to 
whose  affections  the  deceased  was  precious ;  who 
are  overwhelmed  with  affliction  at  its  sudden  dis- 
solution, and  who  sorrow,  most  of  all,  that  they 
shall  see  its  face  no  more. 

The  system,  sir,  which  we  are  now  about  to 
explode,  is  likely  to  make  no  inconsiderable  fig- 
ure in  our  history.  It  constitutes  an  era  which 
will  be  memorable,  and  I  know  no  gentlemen 
who  tnay  indulge  stronger  hopes  of  being  remem- 
bered by  posterity  than  those  whose  names  have 
been  associated  with  its  introduction  and  sup- 
port. It  was  originally  offered  to  the  people  of 
this  country  as  a  Kind  of  political  faith.  It  was 
to  be  believed,  not  examined.  They  were  to  act 
upon,  not  reason  about  it.  To  deliberate  was  to 
doubt,  and  to  doubt  was  heretical.'  It  stood  upon 
the  trust  reposed  in  its  authors,  not  upon  aoy 
merit  which  could  be  discovered  in  itself.  It  was 
to  be  our  political  salvation,  nobody  knew  ex- 
actly how«  and  any  deoarture  from  it  would  lead 
to  political  ruin,  nobody  could  tell  exactly  whv. 
All  that  the  eye  can  discern  in  it  appeared  to  be 
absurd  and  preposterous;  but  there  was  a  sup- 
posed hidden  character,  an  efficacy  unrevealed  to 
vulgar  sight,  by  which  it  would  answer  all  the 
great  ends  proposed  by  it,  and  manifest  its  supe- 
riority over  those  other  political  systems  which 
this  or  any  country  had  at  any  time  adopted. 
Havipg  assumed  the  nature  of  a  party  supersti- 
tion, it  set  ail  reasoning  at  defiance,  and  held  the 
minds  of  a  vast  portion  of  the  community  in 
chains  difficult  to  be  broken.  The  more  so,  be- 
cause it  was  attended  with  a  severe  and  effica- 
cious discipline,  by  which  those  who  went  astray 
were  to  be  brought  to  repentance.  No  Saint  in 
the  Calendar  ever  had  a  set  of  followers  less  at 
liberty,  or  less  disposed  to  indulge  troublesome 
inquiry,  than  some,  at  least,  of  those  on  whom 
this  system  depended  for  support. 

But,  as  in  other  cases,  there  were  those  who 
were  above  this  superstition,  and  who  directed 
and  controlled^ it.  They  had  their  objects;  and 
if  those  objects  have  uot  been  obtained,  the  rea- 
son is  correctly  assigned  in  the  Message  before 
us — ^^Uhe  extensive  changes  which  have  recently 
taken  place."  The  true  character  of  this  system, 
and  of  the  purposes  intended  to  be  effected  by  it, 
will  hereafter  be  well  understood.  The  passion- 
ate excitement,  created  by  opposition  to  it,  so 
long  as  it  remained  the  favorite  measure  of  a 
predominant  party,  will  cease,  now  that  it  is  past- 
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ing  off  with  general  consent,  and  the  sense  of  tha 
community,  at  liberty  at  last  to  exercise  itself, 
will  be  able  to  see  it  in  the  true  light,  and  will 
not  be  restrained  from  pronouncing  decisive  sen- 
tence of  condemnation. 

The  opponents  of  these  restrictive  measures 
have  uniformly  contended,  not  only  that  they 
were  ruinous  to  ourselves,  and  almost  wholly  in- 
operative on  others,  but  that  they  did  not  spring 
from  a  purely  American  i)oIicy.  This  was  the 
great  ground  of  their  opposition.  They  regarded 
the  restrictive  system  of  the  United  States  as  an 
humble  imitation  of  the  continental  system  of 
France,  and  as  a  measure  of  co-operation  with 
her  Government  in  its  conflict  with  England. 

It  was  easv,  they  thought,  fpr  those  who  had 
Dot  yielded  their  reason  to  the  dominion  of  party 
feeling,  to  see  that  such  was  its  true  character. 
I  do  not  intend,  on  this  occasion,  to  take  a  view 
of  those  historical  coincidences  between  French 
and  American  measures  which  have  been  so 
often  traced.  The  commencement  of  the  conti- 
nental svst^mj  after  the  subjugation  of  Prussia 
and  the  humiliation  of  Russia,  was  immediately 
followed  by  the  American  embargo  of  1807 ;  and 
if  one  were  to  ask  what  this  Government  could 
have  contributed  more  than  it  has  contributed 
towards  rendering  that  system  effectual,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  find  an  answer.  From  the  nature 
of  things  these  restrictive  measures  would  have 
no  important. effect,  but  from  the  concurrence 
with  the  measures  of  other  Powers.  How  were 
they  to  affect  England?  By  denying  to  her  a 
market  for  her  manufactures.  This,  it  was  said, 
would  excite  discontent  among  the  people,  and 
they  would  compel  their  Government  to  do  us 
iusti^e.  How  far  any  such  consequence  could 
be  hoped  for,  depended  on  the  portion  of  her  man- 
ufactures which  found  a  market  in  this  country. 
This  wa3  not  such  as  to  afford  rational  grounas 
for  such  expectation.  It  is  a  high  estimate  to 
say,  that  one-twelfth  part  of  the  whole  product 
of  british  manufactures  finds  a  market  of  con- 
sumption in  the  United  Slates.  Could  it  be  sup- 
posed, that,  by  refusing  to  purchase  this  amount 
of  her  commodities,  we  could  coerce  her  to  com- 
I>ly  with  our  terms?  Would  the  loss  of  this  por- 
tion of  their  market  so  far  incense  the  people  of 
England  that  her  Government  would  be  com- 
pelled, by  the  force  of  public  opinion,  to  abandon 
Its  measures?  How  could  such  an  expectation 
be  entertained  by  those  who  have  not  hesitated 
to  deprive  the  people  of  this  country  of  the  whole 
market  for  their  exports,  and  cut  off  their  com^ 
mefce  of  every  description,  and  yet  imagine  that 
their  privations  will  be  borne  with  patience  and 
resignation?  No  such  expectation  was  enter- 
tained. It  was  impossible  it  should  be.  The 
truth  is  now  acknowledged.  This  system  de- 
pended for  its  success  on  anothctf  and  a  mightier 
system.  It  was  the  auxiliary,  and  not  the  princi- 
pal. Not  capable,  of  itself,  of  producing  any 
great  effect  on  the  interest  of  England,  it  might 
yet  contribute  to  that  end  by  its  co-operation  with 
the  measures  of  her  European  enemy. 

[Mr.  Calhoun  here  asked  what  the  gentleman 


meant  by  co-operation.  In  one  sense  he  himself 
had  not  used  it,  and  now  denied  its  application.] 
I  did  not  allude  particularly  to  the  speech  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
I  said,  that  the  effect  to  be  expected  from  the  re- 
strictive system  of  the  United  States  depended 
on  the  operation  of  another  system,  to  which  it 
was  appendant.  The  systems  of  France  and 
America  were  intended  to  operate  against  the 
same  Power,  at  the  same  time,  by  simuar  meas- 
ures, and  were,  in  some  degree,  mutually  depeiul* 
ent  01^  each  other  for  success.  This  I  caU  co- 
operation. If  France  succeeded  in  her  contest 
with  England,  then  America  would  succeed. 
The  more  she  spread  desolation  and  ruin  orer 
Europe,  the  more  our  hopes  of  success  to  oor 
measures  were  brightened.  If  France  failed,  then 
America  would  uil  also.  Our  interests  were 
oomine  to  be^  in  this  course  of  things,  identified 
with  those  of  France.  It  was  ihe  direct  and  in- 
evitable tendency  of  this  vicious  and  misehier- 
ous  system  of  politics  to  make  a  common  cause 
between  the  two  Governments.  It  was  natural 
that  the  politicians  of  this  country  should  wish 
success  to  their  own  measures.  This  necessarily 
led  them  to  desire  the  continuation  and  increase 
of  the  already  overgrown  power  of  France;  be* 
cause  on  this  the  fate  of  their  own  measures  de- 
pended. Without  considering  what  other  oaoses 
existed,  leading  to  an  undue  preference  and  par- 
tiality for  that  Power,  which  have  so  warped 
and  biassed  its  whole  system  of  foreign  relations, 
it  is  entirely  evident  that  the  restrictive  measures 
of  this  Government,  from  first  to  last,  were  of  a 
nature  to  associate  its  hopes,  its  wishes,  and  its 
supposed  interests  with  the  side  of  France.  This 
is  the  charge  so  often  urged  against  the  course  of 
Administration,  and  the  grounds  on  which  it 
rests  are  now  no  longer  to  be  denied.  Their  sys- 
tem, as  is  admitted,  was  adopted  when  every 
Power  on  the  Continent  was  arrayed  against 
Engfand,  and  its  ports  shut  to  her  commerce. 
The  final  abandonment  of  the  system  is  now 
justified  on  the  eround  that  great  changes  have 
taken  place.  These  changes  are  neither  raoie 
nor  less  than  the  overthrow  of  French  power, 
and  the  deliverance  of  nations  long  oppressed  by 
its  bloody  and  barbarous  despotism.  How  un- 
natural, now  perverse,  how  radically  false  must 
be  a  system  of  measures  which  has  opposed  our 
interests  to  the  general  interests  of  mankind,  and 
reduced  us  to  that  miserable  condition,  that  unless 
we  would  wish  to  see  the  measures  of  our  own 
Government  disconcerted  and  its  hopes  disap- 
pointed, we  must  rejoice,  not  in  the  general  lib- 
erty and  prosperity  of  nations,  but  in  the  progress 
of  successful  usurpation!  In  my  opinion,  sir,  no 
censure  is  too  severe  to  bestow  on  such  a  system 
of  politics.  Even  without  regard  to  the  char^ 
acter  of  the  Government  with  which  it  was  unit- 
ing us,  it  was,  in  its  own  nature,  radically  wrong 
and  reprehensible.  Its  direct  tendency  was  to 
diminish  our  own  independence,  and  our  self- 
respect,  and  to  lead  to  a  reliance  on  the  efforts 
and  success  of  others  for  the  maintenance  of  our 
own  rights.    It  was  connecting  us  most  danger- 
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Msly  with  the  affairs  of  foreigD  nations,  and  ren- 
dering us  liable  to  change  with  eYery  flu<it nation 
of  power  and  politics  in  Europe.  If  this  system 
haa  been  described  by  its  authors  at  first  intro- 
duction, as  it  is  now  described,  the  people  of  this 
country  would  not  have  endured  it.  It  they  had 
been  told  that  it  depended  for  support  in  the  con- 
tinuance of  French  power  over  the  Continent, 
and  that,  in  the  ereat  of  anr  considerable  dimi- 
nation  of  that  power,  it  would  become  futile  and 
contemptible,  they  would  have  rejected  it  with 
scorn.  There  is,  I  trust,  in  the  community,  a 
sentiment  of  national  independence  which  would 
hare  repelled  a  system  of  politics  founded  upon 
a  reliance  on  the  arm  of  another  nation ;  and  I 
am  sure  there  is  a  sense  of  honor  and  humanity 
which  would  have  been  shocked  at  such  an  asso- 
ciation of  American  interests  with  the  most  prof- 
l^te.  ruthless,  and  horrible  tyranny  'that  has 
ever  neett  exercised  over  any  portion  of  the  hu- 
nan  race. 

To  be  consistent  with  themselves  the  Triends 
of  the  measures  now  proposed  to  be  repealed 
would  be  bound  to  re-enact  them  if  the  affairs  of 
Europe  should  affain  change  their  aspect.  If  the 
armies  of  the  aUies  should  be  repulsed  and  de- 
stroyed \  if  Prussia  should  again  be  overrun,  Aus- 
tria compelled  to  make  her  peace,  and  Russia 
driven,  in  rout  and  ruin,  back  to  her  own  "frlght- 
fiil  cliiaate,''  a  state  of  things  will  again  exbt 
favorable  to  our  experiments  of  commercial  re- 
strictions. If  the  Emperor  of  France  should 
again  be  able  to  subdue,  or  to  humble  every  Power 
in  Europe  but  one,  then  will  be  the  time  for  our 
hitherto  favorite  policy  again  to  develope  itself, 
and  to  aid  in  the  last  labor  of  imperial  ambition. 
I  trust  that  no  such  state  of  things  is  near,  and 
that  Heaven,  in  its  wise  and  merciful  ordering  of 
events,  will  save  us  from  that  from  which  we 
have  seemed  hitherto  not  desirous  of  saving  our- 
selves. I  hope,  also,  that  the  immense  losses  and 
sufferings  which  the  people  of  the  United  States 
bmve  endured,  uselessly  endured,  under  the  oper- 
clions  of  the  restrictive  system,  will  insure  a 
loDff  abhorrence  of  its  memory. 

By  the  sudden  abandonment  of  all  this  policy 
thousands  will  be  unavoidably  ruined,  as  other 
thousands  were  ruined  at  its  commencement.  In 
a  commercial  country  nothing  can  be  more  ob- 
^tionable .  than  frequent  and  violent  chanjges. 
The  concerns  of  private  business  do  Hot  endure 
such  rude  shocks,  but  with  extreme  inconvenience 
and  great  loss.  It  would  seem,  however,  that 
there  is  a  class  of  politicians  to  whose  taste  all 
el»nge  is  suited  \  to  whom  whatever  is  unnatu- 
ral seems  wise,  and  all  that  is  violent  appears 
great.  If  great  and  sudden  changes  do  not  agree 
with  their  taste,  they  are,  at  least,  necessary  to 
their  system.  They  must  naturally  happen  in 
^yetj  course  of  politics  that  consists  aitoffether 
in  shifts,  and  projects,  and  expedients.  There 
has  been,  for  some  of  the  last  years,  no  calcu- 
lating id  the  policy  of  the  Qovernment.  No  man 
has  been  able  to  say  what  principles  would  gov- 
ern it  any  moment  beyond  the  present.  What 
hMM  made  it  worse  is,  that  the  standard  by  which 


some  of  its  leading  measures  now  seem  to  have 
been  governed  has  never  before  been  acknowl- 
edged. It  has  not  been,  before  confessed  that 
they  depended  on  events  in  Europe.  On  the 
contrary,  we  have  been  a  thousand  times  told, 
that  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  quarrels  of 
other  nations,  and  that  to  refer  to  any  such  cri- 
terion was  uncharitable  and  unjust.  Who  of  all 
the  supporters  of  non-importations  and  embar- 
goes, ever  yet  told  us  frankly  and  honestly  that 
they  would  all  be  abandoned  whenever  the  power 
of  France  should  be  crushed  ? 

Looking,  sir,  to  the  language  which  has  been 
holden,  to  the  votes  which  have  been  given,  and 
to  the  measures  which  have  been  adopted,  so  re- 
cently, who  could  have  imsgined  that  any  Gov- 
ernment could  thus  suddenly  have  abrogated  iu 
whole  system  %  Since  the  commencement  of  the 
session  we  received  the  Message  recommending 
an  universal  embargo,  and  more  rigorous  provis- 
ions for  enforcing  th%  non-importation.  An  em- 
bargo law  was  accordingly  pussed,  annihilating, 
at  one  blow,  all  the  trade  of  the  country,  foreign 
and  domestic,  and  containing  provisions  and  pen- 
alties without  example  in  the  legislation  of  this 
or  any  free  country.  In  pursuance  of  the  same 
policy,  and  further  to  enforce  the  system,  this 
House  has  since  passed  a  bill,  relative  to  trials 
in  the  Admiralty  Courts,  which  abolishes  ancient 
and  settled  usages  of  law,  and  introduces  novel 
and  inconvenient  regulations  in  their  stead.  We 
have  received,  also,  from  the  other  Houhl  an- 
other bill  making  still  further  provisions  tor  a 
strict  and  unrelenting^  execution  of  these  laws. 
So  essential  was  it  deemed  to  the  vital  interests 
of  the  country  to  prevent  all  importation  of  Brit- 
ish goods,  that  woollen  and  cotton  fabrics,  and 
spirits  distilled  from  cane,  were  to  be  excluded 
altogether,  come  from  what  quarter  the^  mmht ; 
because,  as  they  were  usually  the  product  of  the 
enemy's  country,  their  neutral  character  might 
be  colorable  only,  and  false. 

It  was  but  the  other  day  that  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  Maryland;  (Mr.  Wright,)  who 
usually  votes  with  the  majority,  moved  a  resolu- 
tion for  repealing  the  emhsrgo,  but  failed  in  ob- 
taining from  the  House  the  favor  of  taking  his 
resolution  into  consideration.  As  little  success 
attended  a  resolution  subsequently  moved  by  my 
honorable  friend  from  North  Carolina,  (Mrr4G^AS- 
TON.)  After  a  whole  da]r's  discussion,  the  House 
rejected  a  bill  granting  liberty  to  Paul  Cuffee  to 
cross  the  Atlantic  for  the  most  honorable  purpo- 
ses of  charity  and  humanity,  because  it  would 
endanger  the  safety  of  the  country  by  violating 
the  embargo.  No  safe  provision  could  be  devised, 
no  adequate  security  could  be  given;  even  the 
discretion  of  the  President,  so  safe  to  the  people 
when  the  law  is  to  be  enforced,  was  not  to  be 
trusted  with  any  relaxation.  In  addition  to  these 
proofs  of  the  temper  of  the  Qovernment,  legisla- 
tive and  other  addresses  have  been  presented  to 
us,  approving  the  measures  of  the  Administra- 
tion, and  expressing  the  fullest  confidence  that  it 
would  adhere  to  its  system.  Yet,  notwithstand- 
ing  all  this,  in  a  moment— in  the  twinkling  of 
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an  eye — the  whole  systetn  is  dissolved.  The  em- 
bargo act,  the  Don*in] porta tion  act,  and  all  the 
crowd  of  additions  and  supplements,  together 
with  all  their  garniture  of  messages,  reports,  and 
resolutions.  are~  tumbling  undistinguished  into 
one  common  grave.  But  yesterday,  this  policy 
had  a  thousand  friends  and  supporters;  to-day,  it 
is  fallen  and  prostrate,  and  few  "  so  poor  as  to  do 
it  feverence." 

Sir,  a  Government  which  cannpt  administer 
the  affairs  of  a  nation  without  producing  so  fre- 
quent and  such  violent  alterations  in  the  ordi- 
nary occupations  and  pursuits  of  private  life, 
has,  in  my  opinion,  little  claim  to  the  regard  of 
the  community.  I 

It  has  been  said  that  the  system  of  commercial 
restriction  was  favorable  to  domestic  manufac- 
tures, and  that  If  it  did  nothing  bnt  induce  the 
habit  of  providing  for  our  owh  wants  by  oui' 
own  means,  it  wbuld  deserve  to  be  esteemed  a 
blessing.  Every  gentleman  day  remember  how 
often,  and  how  zealously,  this  consideration  has 
been  urged  upon  us.  Those,  nevertheless,  who 
were  opposed  to  it,  and  who  thought  they  under- 
stood its  real  character  and  true  objects,  did  not 
hesitate  to  predict  that  the  moment  any  supposed 
policy  of  the  Qovernmeot  required  it,  manufac- 
tures would  be  sacrificed  with  as  little  reluctance 
as  commerce  had  been. 

The  same  unsparing  and  remorseless  hand 
which  had  prostrateid  the  one,  would  equally 
prostrate  the  other,  to  meet  any  new  t>xigency  of 
affairs,  to  overcome  present  financial  embarrass- 
ment, or  answer  any  purpose  of  temporary  expe- 
diency. Something  is  indeed  said  in  the  Mes- 
sage m  relation  to  the  continuance  of  the  double 
duties  ^*  as  a  more  effectual  safeguiird  and  encour- 
agement to  our  growing  manufactures.'^ 

Sir,  I  consider  the  imposition  of  double  duties 
as  a  mere  financial  measure.  Its  grreat  object  was 
to  raise  revenue,  not  to  foster  manufactures. 

It  is  a  part  of  the  war  system  of  taxation.  As 
the  double  duties,  in  their  origin,  had  little  or  no 
reference  to  the  encouragement  of  manufactures, 
80  neither  will  they  have  in  their  continuance. 
Bo  soon  as  the  waot  of  money  abates,  the  double 
duties  will  cease,  and  this  "safeguard  to  our 
growing  manufactures"  be  heard  ofno  more. 

I  do  not  say  the  double  duties  ought  to  be  con- 
tinued. I  think  they  ought  not.  But  what  T 
particularly  object  to,  is  the  holding  out  of  delu- 
sive expectations  to  those  concerned  in  manu- 
factures. The  proper  measure  is  undoubtedly  a 
new  regulation  of  the  tariff  of  duties,  and  per- 
haps an  increase  on  some  selected  articles.  To 
double  the  duties  on  all  articles  imported^  for  the 
purpose  of  encouraging  the  domestic  manufac- 
ture of  some,  is  absurd  and  preposterous.  That 
Bugar^  and  coffee,  and  tea,  for  example,  should  be 
subject  to  this  increase  of  duties,  under  pretence 
of  encouraghig  the  woollen  and  cotton  manufac- 
tures of  the  Eastern  States,  is  ridiculous.  I  trust 
no  man  engaged  in  manufactures  will  be  deceived 
by  it. 

But  whatever  Qovemment  intends  to  do  on 
tiua  ettbject,  it  ought  to  be  frank  and  sincere.  Its 


policy  ought  to  be  known,  and  if  it  has  not  a 
total  disregard  to  the  interests  of  the  community, 
it  ought  to  be  constant    In  respect  to  manufac-, 
tures,  it  is  necessary  to  speak  with  some  precision. 

I  am  not,  generally  speaking,  their  enemy.  I 
am  their  friend,  but  I  am  not  ^r  rearing  them,  or 
any  ott^er  interest,  in  hot-beds.  I  would  not 
legislate  precipitately,  even  in  favor  of  them  i 
above  all,  I  would  not  profess  intentions  in  rela- 
tion to  them  which  I  did  not  purpose,  to  execute. 
I  feel  no  desire  to  push  the  capital  into  extensive 
manufactures  faster  than  the  general  progress  of 
our  wealth  and  population  propels  it. 

I  am  ntt  in  haste  to  soe  Sheffields  and  ^Ir- 
minghams  in  America.  Until  the  population  of 
the  country  shall  be  greater  in  proportion  to  its 
extent,  sucn  establishmonts  would  oe  impracti- 
cable, if  attempted,  and  if  practicable,  they  would 
be  unwise. 

Whatever  manufaptures  can  be  conducted  in 
the  household,  where  children  may  be  occupied 
under  parental  guardianship  and  protection,  are 
useful  in  the  highest  degree.  Many  others,  cot- 
ton and  woollens  for  instance,  of  which  the  ma- 
terial constituting  the  article  of  chief  value,  is  or 
may  be  the  produce  of  our  own  soil,  are  likewise 
worthy  of  protection  and  care.  But  of  those  pro- 
ducts of  which  the  chief  ingredient  is  the  labor 
bestowed;  which  can  be  made  profitable  only  by 
the  employment  of  vast  capital,  by  the  minutest 
division  and  subdivision^  of  labor,  and  by  the  toil 
of  children  of  both  sexes,  drawn  together  in  great 
numbers,  and  put  out  of  sight  of  those  who  have 
a  natural  interest  in  the  preservation  of  their 
health  and  morals,  one  can  hardly  speak  in  terms 
of  ^o  decisive  approbation.  Habits  favorable  to 
good  morals  and  tree  Governments,  are  not  usu- 
ally most  successfully  cultivated  in  populous 
manufacturing  cities.  It  is  one  of  the  conse- 
quences of  such  employments  to  render  the  la- 
borer altogether  dependent  on  his  employer.  This 
arises  from  the  extent  to  which  the  division  of 
labor  is  carried  in  great  manufacturing  establish- 
ments. He  whose  occupation  it  has  been  for  his 
whole  life  to  perform  only  one  of  the  many  opera- 
tions necessary  to  the  production  of  a  single  article, 
is  necessarily  among  the  most  dependent  of  human 
beings.  The  trite  example  of  the  number  of 
persons— sixteen  or  eighteen— who  have  all  their 
several  labors  and  operations  in  the  production  of 
a  common  brass  pin,  sufficiently  illustrates  my 
idea. 

One  of  these  laborers,  utterly  incapable  of  mak- 
ing and  carrying'  to  the  market  on  hb  own  ac- 
count the  smallest  entire  article,  is  necessarily  at 
the  mercy  of  the  capitalist  for  the  support  of 
himself  and  family.  Any  cause  which  deprives 
him  of  that  particular  occupation  for  which  only 
he  is  fit,  by  habit  and  education,  throws  him  a 
burden  on  society.  As  such  causes  must  occur 
of\en,  it  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  such  establish- 
ments that  hands  unemployed  or  ill  employed 
will  be  found  in  greatest  numbers. 

It  is  in  her  manufacturing  districts  that  Eng- 
land recruits  her  armies.  It  is  there^  principally, 
that  those  are  found  who  have  the  leUst  hold  on 
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sociecy*  and  where  Beeessities,  or  where  habits, 
force  tliem  to  the  eemp.  I  am  not  aazious  to 
accelerate  the  approach  ef  the  period  when  the 
great  mass  of  American  labor  shall  not  find  its 
employment  in  the  field ;  when  the  young  men 
of  the  coanuy  shall  be  obliged  to'shut  their  eyes 
upon  external  nature,  upon  the  heavens  and  the 
earth,  and  Immerse  themrselres  in  close  and 
unwholesome  work-shopii;  when  they  shall  be 
ohfa'ged  te  shot  their  ears  to  the  bleatiogs  of  their 
own  flocks,  upon  their  own  hilb,  and  to  the  roice 
of  the  lark  that  eheecs  them  at  the  plough,  that 
they  may  open  them  in  dust,  and  smoke,  and 
stevD)  to  the  perpelaal  whirl  of  spoob  and  spin- 
dles, and  the  gratio|^  of  rasps  and  saws;  I  hare 
made  these  remarl^,  sirynot  because  I  perceive 
any  imnaediate  danger  of  carrying  our  manufac- 
tures to  an  extensive  height,  hut  for  the  purpose 
of  guarding  and  limiting  my  opinions,  and  of 
decking,  perha|>s  a  little,  the  high-wrought  hopes 
of  some  who  seem  to  look  f o  our  preeent  infant 
establishments  for  '^  more  than  their  nature  or 
their  state  can  bear." 

It  is  the  true  poHcy  of  Government  to  tuflfer  the 
different  pnrsmts  of  society  to  take  their  own 
course,- and  not  to  give  excessive  bounties  or  en- 
couragements  to  one  over  another.  This,,  also, 
is  the  true  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  It  has  not, 
in  my  opinien,  conferred  on.  the  Ctovernment  the 
power  of  changing  the  oecupadons  of  the  people 
of  different  States  and  sections,  and  of  forcmg 
them  iota  other  employments.  It  cannot  pro^ 
hibit  commerce eny  more  than  agriculture;  nor 
nttmufactnres  anv  more  than  commerce.  It  owes 
protection  to  all.  I  rejoice  that  commerce  is 
once  more  permitted  to  exist ;  that  its  remnant, 
as  &r  as  this  unblessed  war  will  allaw,  may  yet 
again  visit  the  seas,  before  it  is  quite'forootten 
that  we  have  been  a  commereial  pecNple.  f  shall 
rejoice  still  further,  when  I  see  the  Goversment 
pursue  an  independent^  permanent,  and  steady 
system  of  national  politics;  when  it  shall  rely 
for  the  maintenance  of  rights  and  the  redress  of 
wrongs  on  the  strength  and  resources  of  oqr  own 
country,  and  break  off  all  measures  which  tend, 
in  aufr  decree,  to  connect  us  with  the  fortunes  or 
a  foreign  Power. 

When  Mr.  WsBaTna  had  concluded,  the  Chair- 
man proceeded  to  read  the  second  section  of  the 
bilL 

Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland  said,  he  had,  from 
the  presentation  of  this  bill,  been  of  opinion  that 
tl  embraced  two  objects  whi<ih  ought  td  be  kept 
separute  and  distinct.  Besides^  some  gentlemen 
■ucht  be  disposed  to  give  free  scope  to  the  indusUy 
and  enterprise  of  the  country,  who  were  averse 
to  a  repeal  of  the  prohibition  of  imposts.  He 
therefore  moved  to  strike  out  the  second  section 
of  the  bill  repealing  the  non-importation  acts. 

Mr.  Calboun  said,  he  had  only  one  observa- 
tion to  make.  He  hoped  tbe  provittons  of  this 
bill  would  all  go  together ;  that  they  would  all 
sundorallfall. 

Without  debate,  the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Oakley,  of  New  York^  made  two  succes- 
sive motions,  the  object  of  which  was  to  do  away 


all  penalties  and  forfeitures  which  shall  have 
been  incurred  under  tbe  acts  proposed  to  be  re- 
pealed. 

These  motions  were  supported  by  Mr.  Oakley, 
and  Messrs.  Gaston,  King  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Ward,  on  tbe  ground  that  the  4:ontinuation  of 
prosecutions  and  collections  of  fines  and  forfeit- 
ures would  answer  no  end,  the  laws  being  re- 
pealed, but  to  enrich  informers^  without  pr^uc- 
ing  any  salutary  effect,  as  the  object  of  penalties 
was  not  to  avenge  but  to  deter  from  violation  of 
law,  dbc.,  and  especially  in  cases  of  offences  which 
were  constituted  by  temporarv  laws ;  and  were 
opposed  by  Messrs*  Wrioiht  of  Mary  land,  and  Mr. 
Calboun  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  ground  of 
necessity  of  enforcing  general  respect  to  the  Gov- 
ernment and  laws  generally,  ^s  well  as  of  par- 
ticular statutes,  and  on  the  argument  that  the 
magnitude  and  evil  of  any  wanton  violation  of 
law  was  in  no  degree  lessened  by  the  repeal  of 
the  Jaw  violated,  but  ought  to  be  as  rigidly  pun- 
i«ihed  as  if  the  law  were  still  in  existence. 

The  proposed  amendments  were  negatived; 
the  first  by  a  large  mamrtyy  and  the  seoood  by 
the  fUlowing  rote:  For  tbe  amendment  &2, 
against  it  88. 

Mr.  Caluodn  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  little  more  than  verbal, 
going  to  include  in  the  repeal  so  much  also  Of 
any  act  or  acts  as  prohibit  the  importation  of  th^ 
products  of  British  territories  in  neiural  vessels, 
dtc*— ^Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bbaolby,  of  Vermont,  then  moved  to  strike 
out  the  third  section  of  tbe  bill  (which  is  recited 
below.)  If  he  understood  its  object,  it  was  to 
permit  a  commerce  to  be  carried,  on  in  neutral 
vessels  from  which  our  own  vessels  were  shut 
up.  This  he  believed  to  be  contrary  to  the  true 
policy  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Calbouit  opposed  the  motion.  It  was  ad- 
visable, he  said,  as  far  as  possible,  to  keep  our 
own  seamen  engaged  in  our  own  vessels  or  in 
our  marine. 

Mr.  Pickbbiiio,  of  Massachusetts,  aiivocated  the 
motion.  He  thought  the  section  might  produce 
flftuch  inconvenience^  by  preventing*  our  citizens 
from  going  out' to  bring  home  vessels  detained 
abroad,  and  but  little  Mnefit— because  the  low 
wages  given  by  neutrals  would  be  no  induce- 
ment to  our  seamen  to  leave  the  high  wages 
given  in  our  service. 

Mr.  PoTTERj  of  Rhode  Island,  opposed  the  mo- 
tion. If  the  bill  passed,  all  our  commerce  would 
be  carried  on  with  British  capital,,  though  under 
neutral  colors ;  and,  if  this  section  was  struck 
out,  besides  taking  the  carrying  trade,  the  British 
would  ffet  our  seamen  also. 

Mr.  MuaranE,  of  North  CaroUaa,  supported 
the  motion,  priiMipally  on  the  ground  of  tie  dis- 
cretion given  to  the  collectors  as  to  passports, 
4bc.,  and  the  difficulty  they  would  find  in  dis- 
criminating. This  section,  if  retained,  would 
prohibit  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  emigration, 
to  which  every  citixen  is  entitled,  and  was  so 
obnoxious  to  him,  that,  unless  it  were  struck  out, 
he  must  vole  against  the  bill* 
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Mr.  Oaklbt  moTed  to  amend  the  third  section, 
which  he  considered  it  important  to  retain,  by  in- 
serting in  it  the  words  "  during  the  continuance 
of  the^war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain."    This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

A  motion  was  then  made' to  strike  out  the  lat- 
ter clause  of  the  section,  which  goes  to  prohibit 
neutral  vessels  from  taking  passengers  without 
passports. 

Toe  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Calhoon,  on 
the  ground  that  this  clause  was  necessary  to  give 
^cacy  to  the  preceding  part  of  the  section. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  latter  clause  of 
the  third  section  was  negatived.  For  the  motion 
57,  against  it  81. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  striking  oat  the 
whole  of  the  tbird  section,  being,  as  amended,  in 
the  following  words : 

8sc.  8.  And  be  it  JurthO' enacted.  That  no  foreign 
ship  or  Teasel,  during  the  present  war  t>etween  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  shall  receive  a  clear- 
-  ance,  or  be  permitted  to  depart  fnm  ^e  United  States, 
whose  officers  and  crew  shall  not  consist  wholly  of  the 
dtiiens  or  sabjects  of  the  conntry  to  whidi  such  ship 
or  vessel  shall  belong,  or  of  a  countiy  in  amity  with 
tiie  United  States;  and  no  citizen  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  permitted  to  depart  in  each  ship  or 
vessel  without  a  passport  or  permissian  therefor,  Air- 
nished  under  the  authority  and  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  of  Connecticut,  advocated  the 
motion  to  striKe  out  this  section,  the  provisions 
of  which  he  considered  impolitic,  if  not  uncon- 
stitutional, it  was  contrary  to  the  interest  of 
our  own  people,  which  certainly  favored  the 
covering  our  property^,  during  war,  by  the  neu- 
tral flag,  if  it  was  practicable.  The  section  po- 
posed  also  to  deprive  the  seamen  of  the  United 
States  of  the  right  of  ffoing  abroad,  and  would 
operate  in  the  manner  of  impressment  by  forcibly 
detaining  them  in  our  service ;  and  would  also 
prove  a  hardship  on  neutral  traders  as  w^li  as  on 
our  own  citizens, 

Mr.  FisK,  of  Vermont,  said  that  though  he 
should  vote  for  this  whole  hill  with  much  reluc- 
tance, for  various  reasons,  yet  if  this  section  were 
stricken  out,  he  must  vote  a^^ainst  the  bill.  He 
made  o  number  of  remarks  in  reply  to  Mr.  Pit- 
kin. He  denied  it  to  be  any  hardship  to  our  sea- 
men to  prescribe  the  regulations  under  which 
foreign  vessels  should  enter  and  depart  from  our 
ports,  and  expressed  hb  surprise  at  finding  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  to  have  become  so 
far  a  convert  to  the  right  of  expatriation,  as  to 
believe  it  unconstitutional  or  objectionable  to  re- 
strict our  citizens  from  going  abroad  during  war. 
If  these  seamen  were  to  go  out  they  would  only 
be  subject  to  capture  by  the  enemy,  and  increase 
the  number  of  American  prisoners  now  in  his 
possession. 

Mr.  Potter,  of  Rhode  Island,  also  opposed  the 
motion  for  striking  out  the  section,  and  made 
several  appropriate  remarks  against  the  motion. 
If  this  section  were  stricken  out,  our  commerce 
would  not  only  be  carried  on  with  the  capital  and 
to  the  profit  of  British  merchants,  but  woold  be 


carried  on  by  the  employment  of  American  sea- 
men $  who,  if  the  bill  w^ere  to  pass,  would  seud 
to  sea  in  foreign  vessels  as  rats  desert  a  sinking 
ship. 

Mr.  Braolet,  of  Vermont,  supported  his  mo- 
tion on  the  ground  of  indolsence  to  our  seamen. 
He  said  that  the  argument  by  which  it  was  sup- 
ported savored  too  much  of  the  policy  now  ihout 
to  be  abandoned,  of  keeping  our  ships  and  seaman 
at  home,  to  prevent  their  being  captured.  Since 
commerce  was  to  revive,  he  did  not  wish  to  re- 
strain our  gallant  seamen  from  partaking  in  its 
btoefits. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  also  spoke  agaiftst 
striking  out  the  section,  taking  occasion,  however, 
positively  to  deny  that  our  gallant  seamen  were, 
as  Mr.  Potter  seemed  to  suppose,  rats  who  would 
desert  their  country  in  its  time  of  need. 

Mr*  Newton,  of  Virginia,  also  opposed  the 
striking  out  of  the  section ;  although  he  did  not 
believe  the  provision  about  passports  would  hare 
the  effect  attributed  to  it^  because  it  conid  be  easily 
evaded.  The  whole  bill  would  have  the  effect 
to  throw  in(o  the  hands  of  Great  Britain  the  car- 
rying trade  of  the  world,  as  most  of  the  neutral 
vessels  would  be  British  bottoms,  and  navigated 
by  British  capital.  The  whole  system  of  licenses 
would  be  revived,  with  its  attendant  fraud  and 
collusion.  But  ir  this  section  were  struck  out, 
even  our  own  seamen  would  be  made  subsenrient 
to  the  same  interests. 

The  question  on  striking  out  this  section  was 
nesatived^for  the  motion  60,  against  it  80. 

Sir.  Forstth,  of  Georgia,  then  moved  to  amend 

the  section  by  substituting  for  the  word  '^citizen)" 

in  the  latter  clause  of  the  section,  the  words '^sea- 

"man,  being  a  citizen."   The  motion  was  negatived 

by  a  large  majority. 

The  Committee  being  about  to  rise  and  report 
the  bill- 
Mr.  Calhoun  said  he  wished,  before  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  to  make  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to 
what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire.  That  gentleman  had  said  that  it 
was  now  proved  that  the  policy  of  the  restrictive 
system  was  not  truly  Ainerican.  If  the  gentle- 
man meant  that  the  continuance  of  that  system 
had  not  been  dictated  exclusively  by  a  sense  of 
the  interests  of  this  country  as  affected  by  the 
state  of  other  Powers,  he  asserted  that  which 
materially  differed  from  the  fact.  If  the  gentle- 
man meant  that  ft  had  grown  out  of  the  state  oF 
the  world,  he  was  right.  The  system  most  inda- 
bitably  grew  out  of  the  state  of  the  world.  The 
gentleman  had  not  made  the  discovery  he  ap- 
peared to  suppose ;  because  this  circumstance  bad 
been  repeatedly  avowed  and  never  coiieealed. 
The  gentleman  had  said  that  our  measures  shonld 
not  be  governed  by  the  state  of  affiirs  in  Europe; 
that  it  was  our  true  policy  to  be  independent  of 
her;  in  other  words,  that  no  man  was  fit  to  be  a 
statesman  who  knew  anything  of  England,  of 
Russia,  or  of  any  other  Power  of  Europe.  Mr. 
C.  said,  that  while  he  admitted  we  ought  not  to 
form  "  entangling  alliances^  with  other  Powers, 
yet  not  to  regulate  our  conduct  in  relation  to  eom- 
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mefcial  matters  by  the  state  of  affairs  io  Borope, 
wooid  be  a  course  of  poliey  impradeat  and  ud- 
vise.  Brery  measore  adopted  m  respect  to  for- 
ekn  commerce  must  be  predicated  on  a  Knowledge 
of  the  state  of  Burope.  If  not,  we  had  better  at 
oDce  adopt  the  terrapin  policy  gentlemen  hare  so 
much  reprobated,  and  hare  not  a  cock-boat  or  sail 
OB  the  ocean.  The  whole  fallacy  of  the  gentle- 
man's argument  (said  Mr.  C.)  consists  in  this : 
the  gentleman  considers  oar  measures  as  co-ope- 
rating with  those  of  the  Bmperor  of  France,  and 
desires  to  produce  the  impression  that  we  nave 
common  Tiews  and  the  same  object  with  France. 
Such  is  not  the  fact.  But  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  pursuit  of  thefr  own  interest,  have 
a  right  to  seize  on  circumsunees,  however  pro- 
duced, whether  by  Bngland,  France,  or  Russia, 
and  suit  their  commercial  policy  thereto.  This 
was  a  position  which  Mr.  C.  said  he  should  never 
renounce ;  and  he  thought  no  man  who  should 
deliberately  consider  the  subject  would  differ  from 
him  in  opinion.  In  this  point  of  view  we  have 
co-operated  with  France;  we  have  seized  on  pass- 
iag  events,  and  adopted  measures  applicaole  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  times  and  adapted  to  the 
policy  of  the  country.  Whatever  there  may  be 
criminal  or  foreign  m  such  policy,  Mr.  O.  said 
he  wooid  readily  assume.  As  to  the  stale  charge 
of  French  influence,  again  insinuated  at  this  day, 
he  could  not  be  expected  to  notice  it ;  he  detestol 
and  contemned  it.  It  was  ridiculous ;  it  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  this  or  any  other,  question  in  this 
Hmml  or  with  the  policy  of  the  Government. 
The  object  of  the  GkHrernment  had  been  to  con- 
tf«^  the  maritime  and  commercial  policy  of  the 
enemy ;  in  this  respect,  the  war  and  the  restrict- 
ive system  were  identified;  they  were  merely 
difierent  means  of  assertiig.  the  same  end,  the 
Bohle  end  of  the  liberty  of  the  seas,  free  trade 
and  sailors'  rights.  Whether  the  one  or  the  oth- 
er should  be  pursued,  or  both,  was  a  matter  of 
election,  to  be  decided  by  the  exercise  of  a  sound 
difcrelion.  No  impatation  of  •  improper  foreign 
influence  can  be  sustained  against  the  Govern- 
ment for  seizing  on  circumstances  arising  from 
the  state  of  either  France  or  Bngland  to  adapt 
our  measures  accordingly.  Sven  Bngland  reg- 
ulates her  conduct  by  that  of  France.  And  when 
nations  regulate  their  policy  by  the  circumstances 
of  their  enemies,  might  not  we,  whilst  neutrals, 
regulate  our  conduct  according  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  belligerents  ?  The  restrictive  sys- 
tem and  this  war  hare  a  common  policy — to 
maintain  our  righu  and  compel  the  enemy  to  re- 
spect our  just  claims.  It  was  believed  by  politi- 
cians on  all  sides  that,  owing  to  the  situation  of 
the  world,  the  restrictive  system  was  one  which 
bad,  prior  to  the  war,  saved  our  commerce  from 
foreign  control  and  subjection,  which  had  pre- 
vented us  from  being  io  fact  recolooised.  Sup- 
pose the  policv  of  the  gentleman  had  been  pursued, 
and  we  bad  forgotten  Burope,  and  been  indiffer- 
ent to  British  exactions  and  oppressions.  What 
would  have  been  the  result?  Our  commerce 
wcMild  have  been  placed  under  the  direction  of 
Bagiand  i  it  would  have  been  carried  on  for  her 


benefit ;  she  would  have  kept  on  monopolizing 
and  monopolizing,  until  not  only  our  carrying 
trade;  but  our  direct  trade,  and  even  our  coasting 
trade  would  have  been  destroyed.  We  had  com- 
menced resistance  by  the  restrictive  system.  It 
would  have  been  wiser,  Mr.  C.  said,  in  his  opin- 
ion, if  we  had  began  with  war.  and  if  he  had  then 
been  a  member  of  this  House  ne  would  have  pre- 
ferred that  course.  That  the  two  systems  of  war 
and  restriction  were  consistent  with  each  other 
was  all  that  he  contended  for.  We  were  now, 
he  said,  in  pursuit  of  the  good  old  policy  to  which 
we  have  been  compelled  to  resort,  of  resisting  by 
war  the  maritime  oppressions  of  Britain,  which 
began  with  the  rule  of  '56,  and  gained  strength 
in  the  power  and  ambition  with  which  the  Ad- 
ministration of  Chatham  inspired  the  councils  of 
Bngland.  It  had  continued  growing  until  it  had 
compelled  this  country  to  leave  the  sweets  and 
ease  of  neutrality  to  encounter  the  hazards  and 
hardships  of  war.  What  would  be  lost  by  giving 
up  the  restrictive  system,  Mr.  C.  said,  would  to 
made  up  by  increased  vigor  to  the  war.  We 
should  still  be  able  to  coerce  the  enemy ;  we  could 
still  act  and  act  more  strongly  on  his  provinces; 
we  could  commit  depredations  on  his  commerce 
by  our  privateers ;  and  the  very  circumstance  of 
war  existing  with  Great  Britain,  together  with 
the  operation  of  the  double  duties,  would  still  re- 
tain, as  to  her,  two-thirds  of  the  commercial  re- 
strictions which  now  exfst.  I  hope  (said  Mr.  C.) 
the  gentleman  will  not  assert  that  this  Hous^  or 
the  Government  has  co-opehited  in  the  views  of 
France.  I  hope  the  gentleman  believes  us  to  be 
too  honorable  men  for  that,  and  that  we  stand  on. 
American  ground.  History  will  view  the  con- 
duct of  this  (Government  in  that  light;  and  will 
record  that  we  acted  by  ourselves,  unconnected 
and  uncontrolled  by  any  foreign  nation. 

Mr.  WtBBTaa  said,  although  thegentleman  was 
very  willing  to  part  with  this  restrictive  system, 
it  was  very  natural  that  he  should  feel  for  it  some- 
thing like  the  feeling  for  a  departed  friend,  and 
should  desire  to  make  it  appear  respectable  when 
near  its  end.  He  now  rose  to  correct  an  impres- 
sion his  former  remarks  appeared  to  have  made 
on  the  gentleman's  mind.  The  great  objection 
which  l^had  before  offered  to  the  restrictive  sys- 
tem was,  that  it  was  a  measure  which  for  iu  suc- 
cess depended  on  the  course  of  events  in  foreign 
nations.  He  had  made  no  observation  as  to  mo- 
tives; the  occasion  did  not  call  for  it;  but  he 
contended  that  the  system  about  to  be  abolished 
was  a  system  of  false  poKcy  altogether ;  in  other 
words,  that  ^  the  good  dd**rashioned  policy''  was 
that  from  which  we  should  never  have  defiarted. 
We  ought  to  have  asserted  our  rights  by  our  own 
strength,  and  not,  even  for  the  purpose  of  effect- 
ing a  great  object,  have  resorted  to  a  course  of 
measures  which  must  be  inoperative ;  we  ought 
to  rely  for  the  maintenance  of  our  rights  and  re- 
dress of  our  wrongs  on  our  own  power,  and  not 
adopt  a  policy  depending  on  others  to  make  it 
efficient.  Of  late  our  policy  had  been  so  wavei^- 
ing,  one  day  voting  this  system  good,  another  day 
bad,  that  our  acu  and  statutes  frown  at  eaeh  other 
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on  record  in  the  roost  positive  spirit  of  contradie- 
tioD. 
Mr.  Wbiobt,  of  Maryland,  in  a  few  words  ex- 

f Gained  his  ideas  of  the  einbarffo.  He  had  be- 
ieved  it  a  wise  measure,  and  had  supported  it. 
Bu(  the  circumstances  of  Europe  had  essentialiyr 
changed,  and  with  them  the  grounds  of  the  meas- 
ure. Of  such  changes  it  was  right  for  the  Ad* 
ministration  to  take  advantage;  and  he  believed 
the  Executive  had,  in  recommending  its  repeal 
to  Congress,  no  more  than  done  its  duty. 
Mr.  William  Rjbed  spoke  as  follows: — 
Mr.  Chairman:  On  no  occasion,  since  I  have 
had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House — which  has 
been  during  the  period  of  that  awful  transition  of 
our  country,  froi^  the  enjoyment  of  the  bWssings 
of  peace  and  prosperity,  in  a  degree  unexampled 
io  the  history  of  the  world,  to  those  scenes  of  im- 
bfcile,  wasteful,  disastrous,  and  distressing  war, 
that  have  within  this  short  period  passed  before 
us,  and  need  not  now  be  repeated ;  and  which, 
but  for  the  brilliant  successes  of  our  little  navy, 
(Ihiu  precious  relic  of  bettac  days,)  would  have 
aiuik  the  mind  of  every  patriot  in  the  slough  of 
despair — have  I  been  called  to  act  on  any  propo^ 
sition  of  more  doubtful  expediency  than  is  em- 
braced bv  the  bill  now  before  us. 

It  has  been  no  small  relief  to  my  mind,  that  the 
mistaken  policy  of  converting  the  resoqrees  of 
our  country,  in  the  unreatrain^  enterprise  of  oar 
citissens,  into  the  weapons  of  offensive  and  de- 
fensive war,  by  restrictions  as  impolitic  as  un* 
naiural,  wouki  find  its  grave  in  the  jcoasequences 
it  would  inevitably  bring  down  upon  its  authors; 
who,  while  they  hold  the  responsible  station  of 
"  riding  on  the  whirlwind,  and  directing  the  storm 
of  war''  they  have  raised,  must  be  taught  fVora, 
experience,  generally  a  dear  school,  those  im- 
pressive lessons,  which  were  urged  with  so  much 
sensibility  by  that  unfortunate  but  unheeded telass 
of  men,  (the  merchants,)  whose  interest  antici- 
pated so  justly  their  impolicy  and  ine&acy; 
Dfi  can  1  withhold  entirely  the  expression  of 
those  feelings  of  honest  triumph^-eir,  I  mean  not 
oatenlatioua  boasting — at  the  dawn  of  that  day 
wbioh  is  to  consign  the  last  relic  of  a  visionary 
and  ruinous  policy  to  the  tomb  of  "all  the  Capo- 
lets."  And  did  it  appear  to  me^  sir,  said  Mr.  K.. 
that  more  than  the  dawn  of  this  glorious  day  haa 
anrived,  and  that  it  bad  reached  its  meridian 
splendor,  i  should  have  felt  aiiicli  less,  if  at  all, 
the  necessity  which  now  compels  me  ceioctatot^ 
ly  to  abandon  the  coarse  I  hav-e  generally  pur- 
sued, of  giving  a  silent  vote  on  the  passage  of  this 
bilL  But,  sir,  when  I  find  in  the  Message  of  the 
President,  reeommf nding  this  sew  coarse  of  pol- 
icy, and  in  the  concurrent  report  which  has  been 
preaeated  by  the  eloquent  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relationa,  and  also  in  the  ar- 
gument which  he  has  urged  to  this  committee  for 
the  adoption  of  this  bill,  no  other  reason  assigned 
but  the  late  changes  in  the  circumstances  of 
friendly  European  Powers;  changes  which,  as 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  are  in  every 
cas6  imfavorable  to  the  extension  of  American 
commavee*    Let  tta  bciefly  examiae,  sir^  whftt 


these  changes  are-^Russia  and  Sweden  in  the 
North,  and  Spain  and  Portugal  in  the  South  -of 
Europe,  are  the  sanae.  Denmark,  Holland,  all 
Gkrmany.  and  Italy,  have,  indeed,  changed,  from 
the  paramount  infiuence  of  France,  our  a%,  to 
the  sailM  degree  of  infiuence  on  the  part  offing- 
land,  our  enemy.  How  these  changes  are  con- 
sidered favorable  I  am  at  a  loss  to  discern.  France 
has  abo  changed  her  attitude,  but  it  alters  not 
her  r^tive  situation  with  this  country,  unless 
we  connect  this  expiring  system  with  the  Con- 
tinental system  of  Bonaparte,  now  exploding  with 
the  allies  I  which  I  presome  is  not  intended  by 
the  friends  of  this  bill.  Therefore,  sir^  as  I  can- 
not trace  the  reasons  assigned  to  any  tenable  ba- 
sis, I  am  constrained  to  attribute  this  bill  rather 
to  the  financial  necessities  of  the  day,  than  a  cor- 
rection of  theory  on  the  subject  of  coramereiai 
regulations.  Indeed,  sir^  I  tremble,  lest  the.  only 
benefit  I  had  ever  anticipated  for  the  immense 
sacrifices  on  tbi»  experiment,  Yit.:  a  practical  de* 
monatration  of  the  axiom  ^hat  interested  indi- 
viduals are  the  best  judges  of  their  ownafiairs, 
and  that  much  legislation  ever  distracts  and  de- 
stroys commerce^''  which  requires  only  the  aid 
of  steady  laws  lor;  its  protection,  is  about  to  be 
lost  by  a  prematura  reliiM|uishment  of  it  Lest, 
however,  I  should  beinisunderstood  in  the  argu- 
ment I  shall  presently  urge  against  the  expedi« 
eney  of  repealing  these  laws  at  this  ipomeot— as 
having  changed  my  views  of  their  real  character 
— I  beg  leave  here  to  remark,  that  the  impres- 
sions, which  at  the  first  resort  to  them  were  made 
upon  ray  jnind,  have  since  been  too  strongly  con- 
firmed by  -their  ruinous  consequences  on  our 
country  geoe^ally,^as  well  as  on  the  State  I  hav^ 
the  honor  to  represent,  ever  to  be  eflbeed,  and^  es- 
pecially so,  on  ipost  of  my  fell6w*citizeas  de- 
pendent on  the  operations  of  commerce,  whose 
distresses  have  Ions  aince  sickened  me  to  loath- 
ing of  everything  lice  commereial  restrictions* 

Yet,  sir,  while  I  feel  this  conviction  so  deeplv, 
I  cannot  overiook  the  ^eat  namher  of  req^tabie 
men,  in  abd  out  of  this*  Hoose,  whose  inflaenee 
has  so  long  predominated  in  the  councils  of  this 
natioir,  that  are  not  yet  satisfied  with  the  experi- 
ment. I  am  disinclined  to  its  removal  at  the  mo- 
ment when  the  correction  of  the  pubHe  mind  is 
in  rapid  progression,  and  when  a  short  time,  with- 
out any  new  sacrifice,  will  so  far  cleanse  the  body 
politic,  as  to  leave  no  farther  hopes  to  the  expe- 
dients of  quackery. 

Convinced,  too,  as  I  am,  sir,  that  a  firm  adher- 
ence to  a  favorite  policy,  until  satisfied  of  its  true 
character,  is  not  less  an  evidence  of  integrity  in 
one  class  than  its  abandonment  by  other^  aiUo  its 
former  friends,  I  do  expect  that  a  short  time  will 
namber  all  those  who  now  adhe|ie  to  it  With  the 
majority;  whom  I  expect,  on  the  final  passage  of 
this  bill,  to  renounce,  witheenoine  magnanimitv, 
their  once  plighted  faith.  The  conviction  that  is 
slowly  made,  is  not  the  less  deserving  of  confi- 
dence. Therefore,  as  in  time  of  war  with  a  grreat 
naval  Power  that  blockades  our  whole  coast^  no- 
thing more  will  be  permitted  to  pass  the  enemy 
bat  what  salts  his  own  coBTtnience,  no  essential 
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reUef  can  be  gijea  to  tlie  suffiorio^  eiUzens  of 
this  country.  With  all  my  conviijtions  against 
the  policy,  I  wouki  rather  endure  a  little  longex 
than  hazard  so  much  by  its  repeal  at  this  time. 

Bat,  sir,  the  half  is  not  told  you ;  ^and  had  it 
been  the  embargo  only  that  wa«  affected  by  this 
bill,  the  advantages  to  arise  from  the  return  of 
our  coasting  trade  unshackled,  and^  the  comforts 
of  our  citizens,  Yelieved  from  the  pestering  group 
of  official  pimps  and  informers,  would  have  com- 
pensated for  the  repeal  of  that  act  alone,  was  it 
not  connected  with  other  very  important  consid- 
erations, and  would  also  have  saved  me  the  pain 
of  separation  from  my  political  friends  on  this 
question ;  with  whom  it  is  my  pride  an4  happioess 
generally  to  .act,  and  whose  candor  and  charity  I 
solicit  on  this  occasion*  Differing  from  whom,  no- 
thing but  the  responsibilitjr  of  my  station,  an$l  the 
firmconviction  of  my  own  judgment,  could  sustain 
me  in  votinfl  against  a  meiisiire  wbich  is  hailed 
by  them^  and  I  should  rejoice  tp  h^ve  it  sa  prove. 
as  the  precursor  of  that  milleniumjn  the  political 
and  commercial  world  we  have  so  long  an4  aih 
dently  desired. 

Bir,  I  have  before  alluded  to  oihcHT  considerar 
tions  that  have  still  greater  weight  on  my  mind^ 
than  merely  the  danger  of  recurr iog^  at  a  future 
dav,  to  the  embargo  policy.  I  .will  proceed  brieffy 
to  itate  them,  and,  in  doing  this,  I  shall  attepapt 
littk  more  than  an  examination  of  the  natural 
efiects  of  our  relauve  situation  with  the  enemy, 
neder  th^  repeal  now  contemplated. 

It  is  a  fact  well  known,  and  is  shown  by  the 
reports  fcom  the  Seofetary  of  the  Treasury,  that, 
in  dmes  of  peace  and  free  trade,  our  exportations 
tofogland  fell  several  millions  annually  short  of 
onr  imports  of  her  mannfttctures;  the  balance  pf 
wkieh  was  supplied  from  the  excess  of  our  ex- 
ports to  the  Cootioent.  It  is  also  troe,  that  ^ince 
the  enactment  of  the  non-importation  act  a^^ainst 
England  only,  that  is,  since  the  Proclamatioo  of 
the  President,  of  the  2d  November,  1810,  exchange 
has  steadily  been  in  favor  of  this  country,  from 
six  to  twenty  per  cent.  This  is  stated  to  show 
whal  most  be  the  natural*  aod  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  opening  our  ports  for  the  unrestrained 
importation  of  her  manufactures,  which  it  will  be 
for  her  interest  to  encourage.  Is* it  nott  obvtoui^ 
that  while  under  the  neutral  flag  (at  this  time 
another  term  for  her  own,  whitewashed)  they 
npik  perflwt  the  export,  under  the  general  blockade, 
only  4>f  aaeh  raw  materials  as  may  8ut>ply  their 
own  vmats,  and  nothinrfor  yoar  benefit;  and  that 
thaconseqaence  must  be  the  dniniag,  to  the  last 
dcMar,  the  speoie  of  this  country  in  payment  of 
the  balance  for  their  mfinufactures  ?  It  is  unavoid- 
aUcw  I  ami  aware,  sir,  that  I  shall  be  answered, 
that  we  have  on  our  table  a  bill  to  prevent  the  ex- 
portalioo  of  specie.  But  this  does  not  satisfy  me ; 
until  the  nature  of  man  is  changed,  it  cannot  be 
executed.  It  is  but  a  remnant  cm  this  restrictive 
policy,  and  an  awkward  apoloff^  for  its  abandon- 
ment, when,  from  its  former  iriends,  none  is  ne- 
cessary. 

We  have  for  years  been  stunned  with  the 
clamor  of  British  monopoly.    May  it  not  now  be 


asked,  what  has  England  attempted,  that  oar 
measures  for  years  past  have  not  assisted  her  to 
accomplish  1  We  complained  that  she  dreaded  us 
as  rivals,  and  modestly  retired,  under  an  embargo 
of  eighteen  months^  to  husband  our  resources, 
and,  by  our  state  of  war,  have  thrown  into  her 
hands  the  commerce  of  the  world ;  and  lest  this 
should  not  satisfy  her^  we  now.  propose  to  add 
thereto  the  trade  of  this  country,  with  every  fa- 
cility in  our  power  to  give,  for.  its  accomplish- 
ment. What  more  can  we  do  T  What  induce- 
ment can  we  hold  out  to  her  for  peace  with  us  1 
I  know  of  none.  Indeed,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  the 
pledge  of  interminable  war,  unless  our  enemy,  in 
pity  to  the  good  people  of  this  country,  shall  grant 
us  peace  in  defiance  of  their  own  interest.  And 
when,  in  addition  to  all  this,  they  have  tried  the 
benefita  of  that  trade^  which,  in  the  hands  of  the 
citizens  of  this  country,  yielded,  in  freight  only , 
the  anaaal  valu^  of  more. than  thirty  millidiu  of 
dollars.  I  can  see  in  it  only  a  bonus  to  thaeneray 
to  continue  the  war,  until  thejrget  our  last  dollar, 
and  the  last  timber  of  our  ships  shall  rot  at  the 
wharves. 

These  reasons  are  sufficient^  sir,  to  induce  me 
to  vote  against' th^  bill  at  this  time,  and  to  urge 
this  Committee  not  to  adopt  a  measure  fraught 
with  such  important  consequences,  but  to  arait 
until  we  shall  hear  from  our  Ministers  of  peace 
at  Qottenburgy  which  we  all  hope  wUl  release  oar 
<iouatry  of  its  grmttest  curser-this  war ;  when  we 
may  hope  to  avoid  not  only  these  serious  evils, 
but  with  them,  too,  the  disgrace  that  inevitably 
attaches  tojiny  Governmetit  pursuing  a  policy  so 
vacillating  as  we  shall  by  passing  this  bill.  I 
must  beg  the  patience  of  the  Committee,  while  I 
call  their  attention  to  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  20th  July,  1813.    It  is  as  follows: 

^  There  bemg  snffietent  gronad  to  infer  that  it  is  the 
purpose  of  the  oaemy  to  combine  with  the  blodsadeof  v 
our  ports  special  licenses  to  neutral  vessels^  or  to  Bdrtl* 
ish  vessels  in  nentral  disgaises,;  whereby  they,  may 
draw  from  our  country  the  .precise  kind  and  qoantity 
of  exports  essential  to  their  wants,  whilst  its  general 
commerce  remains  unobstrocted  \  keeping  in  view  als^ 
the  insidious  discriminations  between  di&rent  ports  in 
the  United  States ;  and  as  such  a  system,  if  not  coon- 
teracted,  will  have  the  effect  of  diminiihing  very  ma- 
terially the  pressure  of  the  war  on  (he  enemy,  and  en- 
couraging a  perseTcrance  in  it,  at  the  same  time  it  will 
leave  the  general  commerce  of  the  United  States  under 
all  the  pressure  the  enemy  can  Impose,  thus  subject- 
hfkg  the  whole  to  British  monopoly,  I  recommend  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress  the  expediency  of  an 
immediate  and  effiictnal  prohibition  of  exports,  limited 
to  a  coavmieDt  day  in  thdr  next  sessbn,  removable, 
in  the 'meantime,  ia  thf^event  of  a  cessation  of  die 
blockade  of  our  ports." 

With  yoor  leave,  sir,  I  will  finish  reading  the 
few  aathoctlies  I  feel  constrained  to  bring  to  the 
attention  of  the  House  on  this  occasion.  The 
next  is  the  Message  of  the  9th  December' last,  of 
which  I  shall  anly  read  the  two  fiiet  and  the  last 
paragraphs,  viz: 

"  The  tendency  of  ear  oommemial  and  navigation 
laws,  in  the  present  state,  to  favor  the  enemy,  and 
thereby  prok^ng  the  war.isaoie  and  more  dsvefofed 
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hf  •nerienee.  8iippti68  of  the  mofft  asMiitial  kindi 
fiikd  their  way,  not  only  to  British  ports  and  armies  at 
a  distance,  but  the  armies  in  our  neighborhood,  with 
which  our  own  are  contending,  derire  from  our  ports 
and  outlets  a  subsistence  attainable  with  difficulty,  if 
at  all,  from  other  sources.  Even  the  fleets  and  troops 
infesting  our  coasts  and  waters  are,  by  like  supplies, 
accommodated  and  encouraged  in  their  predatory  and 
incursiTe  warfare." 

*< Abuses  haying  a  like  tendencr  take  place  in  our 
import  trade.  British  fabrics  and  products  find  their 
way  into  our  ports,  under  the  name  and  from  the  ports  ^ 
of  other  countries;  and  often  in  British  Tesseb  dis- 
gniied  as  neutrals,  by  fidse  colors  and  papers." 

''To  shorten,  as  mudi  as  possible,  the  duration  of 
the  war,  it  is  indiroensable  that  the  enemy  should  feel 
all  the  pressure  that  can  be  given  to  it ;  and  the  re- 
straints naTing  that  tendency  will  be  borne  with  the 
gveater  cheerftilness  by  all  good  citiiens,  as  the  re- 
straints will  afiect  those  most  who  are  most  ready  to 
saorifioe  the  interest  of  their  country  in  pursuit  of 
tiieir  own." 

8ir,  I  will  not  detain .  yon  nor  the  Committee 
long  by  a  labored  commentary  on  these  two  pa- 
pers ;  they  are  in  the  hands  of  eyerv  one,  and 
every  ope  can  understand  them ;  nor  shall  I  make 
professions  of  unbounded  confidence  in  the  Ptes- 
idem,  it  is  not  necessary  for  my  present  purpose ; 
bat  if  the  facts  stated  in  (hem  were  true  when  pre- 
sented to  this  Congress  for  their  consHeration, 
and  nobody  erer  denied  the  facts,  they  are  equal- 
ly true  now,  and  if  ezperiedce  developed  their  ne- 
cessity in  December^  reason  teaches  every  man 
that  the  same  necessity  exists  in  greater  force  now 
than  it  did  then;  and  if  indispensable  then,  to 
bring  the  war  to  a  speedy  issue,  they  are  more 
so  now. 

Sir,  although  as  a  partisan  I  feel  no  persond 
responsibility  of  the  measures  of  the  Administra- 
tion, I  cannot,  nay.  I  would  not  but  be  an  Amer- 
ican, for,  **  with  all  her  faults,  1  love  thee,^'  and  I 
cannot  separate  myself,  as  such,  from  the  dis- 
ffrace  that  attaches  to  such  vacillating  conduct. 
Would  to  Heaven  they  were  not  oo  record,  but 
since  they  are,  and  my  vote  must  be  so  too,  PU 
have  no  share  in  an  act  so  humiliating,  so  degrad- 
ing to  my  country. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Bradley  renewed  tlie  motion  he  had  made 
in  Committee  to  strike  out  the  third  section 
of  the  bill.  This  bill,  he  said,  whilst  it  would 
benefit  the  merchant  and  grower  of  produce, 
would  prostrate  the  manufactures  and  seamen,  to 
which  two  classes  we  were  most  indebted  for 
what  gave  character  to  the  country.  What  would 
be  the  impression  of  our  seamen,  he  said,  when 
they  found  themselves  shut  up,  and  our  trade 
wholly  carried  on  by  foreigners?  As  the  bill 
now  stood,  the  interest  of  the  seamen  was  openly 
abandoned. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  he,  as  a  grower  of  produce, 
should  certainly  feel  an  interest  in  striking  out 
that  section,  as  it  was  the  interest  of  the  planter 
to  let  commerce  run  in  any  channel  it  might  wear 
for  itself.  But  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  retain 
onr  teamen  as  much  as  possible  from  foreign,  and 


in  our  own,  service.  As  to  the  manufacturing 
interest,  it  could  not  be  considered  as  disregarded, 
when  there  existed  a  duty  of  fifty  per  cent,  on  the 
invoice  duty  of  foreign  goods.  If  this  was  not 
encouragement,  he  Iniow  not  what  was.  The 
vote  of  the  House  yesterday  required  a  general 
tarifif  to  be  laid  before  it  conveyed  a  pledge  that 
the  manufacturing  interest  should  be  protected. 
Double  duties  would  not  protect  it  properly ;  dou- 
ble duties  on  cofiee  and  sugar  offered*  no  encour- 
agement to  the  manufacture  of  broadcloth.  He 
hoped  to  see  manufactures  encouraged  by  appro- 
priate duties,  and  had  no  idea  of  their  being  left 
without  such  protection. 

Mr.  FoRSTTH  made  a  motion  to  strike  out  the 
last  clause  of  the  third  section ;  which  motion 
took  precedence  of  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
whole,  and  was  first  decided. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Calhouh, 
Potter  of  Rhode  Island,  Wright,  Fiac  of  Ver- 
mont, and  GflOLsoif ;  and  supported  by  Messrs. 
FoRBTTH,  Gastoit,  Robbrtson  of  Louisiaua,  and 
MuRPRBB,  on  the  grounds  before  briefly  stated. 

Mr.  Forsyth's  motion  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays — For  the  amendment  65,  against  it  75, 
as  follows: 

YsAs— Messrs.  Bamett,  Billies  of  Massachusetts) 
Bigelow,  Bradbuiy,  Bradley,  Breckenridge,  Brigfaaaoy 
Caperton,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Cuthbert,  Davenport,  Ely,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Hale,  Hanson,  Hawes,  Howell»  Hungerford,  Jackson 
of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  King 
of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina^  Law,  Lewie, 
Lovett,  Lowndes,  Macon,  Markeil,  McKim*  MolBl, 
Moseley,Murfree,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Post,  John  Reed,  WUliam  Reed,  Ridgely,  Robertaon^ 
Ruggles,  Seybert,  Shefiey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith 
of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Sftaafovdy 
Stuart,  Sturges,  Talhnadge,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massap 
chusetts,  Webster,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  and  Wilson  of 
Massachusetts. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bard, 
Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun, 
Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Crouch* 
Davis  of  Penn^lTanis,  DenoyeUes,  Desha,  Barle, 
Eppes,  Evans,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermonty 
Fuk  of  New  York,  Forney,  FrankUn,  Gholson,  Good- 
wyn,  Gourdin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck,  Haw« 
kins,  Humphreys,  IngersoU,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jackson 
of  Virginia,'  Kent  of  Manrland,  Kerr,  Kenhaw,  Kil- 
boum,  Leflerts,  Lvle,  McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  New- 
tan,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Pes- 
ter, Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
Ringgold,  Roane,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Telfiur,  Udree, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wihwn  of  Pennsy  Wania,  Wiigkl, 
and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  resolved  not  to  strike  out  the  last 
clause  of  the  third  section. 

The  question  then  recurred  oo  Mr.  Bradlbt's 
motion  to  strike  out  the  whole  section;  and  a 
motion  for  that  purpose  succeeding,  the  H^iise 
adjourned. 

Thursday,  April  7. 
Mr.  Seybbrt  presented  a  petition  of  aciodry 
manufacturers  or  woollen  goods  in  the  city  <n 
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Phikdelpkia,  pfmfiog  that  C<|Dgret8  wi^  Utlie 
tkeir  situatioQ  ioto  coosjderalioD.  and  adopt  inea« 
auras  lor  tbdr  proteetioo  and  enoouFagement.-— 
Raierred  to  tha  Seeretary  of  the  Treasary. 

Mr.  Eppbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  aad 
Meaosj  reported  a  bill  to  augment  the  compeosa* 
tkm  of  the  Aoeountant  of  the  War  Department, 
aad  of  the  Paymaster  Qeaeral ;  which  was.  read 
tviee  and  comoutted  to  a  Comraitte.e  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  KpFBa  also  reported  a  bill  for  .the  relief  of 
John  D.  Hay;  which  was  read  t#ice  and  cem« 
mitte4  lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

The  ameadmeDt  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  **for 
the  relief  of  Mary  Cheevers"  was  read^  and  eon* 
ettrred  in  Inr  the  Hoose.  ^ 

TJie  bill  from  the  Sesate,  **  authorizing  an  aug* 
BMStation  of  the  marine  corps,  and  for  other  pur- 
pows,''  was  read  twice  and  referred  lo  the  Com*< 
mittte  <m  Naval  A&irs. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  A<  directiag'the  dtspo* 
sitioB  of  money  paid  into  the  Courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,^  was  read  twice  and,  committed  to  a 
Comnuttee  of  the  Whole  to*morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infornred  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^  ior  the  final 
adjuanoeat  of  land  titles  in  the  State  of  Looia- 
iaaa  and  Territory  of  Missouri,"  with  amend* 
I ;  in  which  they  ask  the  eoncurrenee  of  this 


RBPEAL  OP  THE  EMBARGO. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
imfinished  business,  being  the  bill  to  repeal  the 
embargo  and  non-importation  acts. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  third  section  of 
the  bill  (prohibiting  foreign  Tessels  from  taking 
on  board  American  seamen)  being  still  before  the 
House-  • 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Rhea,  of  Ten- 
nessee, as  opening  the  door  to  the  enticement 
away  of  our  seamen,  dbc.$  and,  if  it  were  agreed 
tOy  our  seamen  would  be  taken  ofr  by  neutrals, 
used  by  them  as  long  as  convenient,  and  then 
turned  adrift  without  any  provision  for  their  re- 
tarn;  that  our  seamen  would  besides  be  liable  to 
impressment  by  the  enemy ;  and  that  these  evils 
were  too  great  to  be  endured  merely  for  the  sake 
of  conciliating  neutrals. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr«  Robbrtbom, 
of  Louisiana,  Mr.  Lowm DEa«  of  South  Carolina. 
Mr.  GfioavBiioR,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Duvall,  ot 
Kentucky,  and  Mr.  MuaraEB,  of  North  Carolina, 
oa  various  grounds^  among  which  were  the  follow- 
ing :  That  it  was  in  the  nature  of  a  sanction  to 
the  principle  of  impressment ;  that  it  would  have 
an  elCeet  very  different  from  that  which  was  ex- 
pected from  it,  because  the  appearance  of  restraint 
woold  tend  to  drive  our  seamen  from  our  service  j 
that  it  would  in  fact  act  oppressively  on  those 
seamen  who,  not  being  employed  in  our  own 
marine,  might  be  left  destitute  of  employment  by 
the  retention  of  such  a  (provision;  that  there  was 
00  occasion  for  this  section  to  facilitate  the  man- 
ning of  bur  public  ships,  because  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  in  manning  them,  nor  ever  had  been 
Idth  Con.  2d  Sess.— 63 


of  hite,  except  for  the  fear  in  the  seamea  of  being 
ejaaployed  in  the  Lake  service ;  and,  that,  if  ther^ 
were  any  difficulty,  the  very  passage  of  such  aa 
act,  going  to  make  a  prison  ot  our  country^  would 
increase  rather  than  diminish  it. 

Mr.  Grosvenob  rejoiced  at  the  two  first  sec- 
tions of  the  bill ;  be  regretted  that  when  the  re*' 
strictiv^  system  whicii  had  been  productive  of  so 
much  injury,  was  about  to  be  abandoned,  they 
should  keep  any  vestige  of  it.  Unless  there  was 
some  great  necessity  for  the  third  section,  it  ought 
to  be  stricken  out;  he  doubted  the  powerof  Con- 
gress to  pass  the  third  section.  He  wished  not  to 
be  misunderstood  un,  this  point;  that  a  nation  had 
a  right  to  prohibit  their  citizens  from  emigratingi 
he  l^d  no  doubt  ;Jt  was  an  attribute  of  sovereign* 
ty ;  but  the  qiiestioa  was,  where  did  the  power  lie? 
Our  Government  was  a  compLieated  piece  of  m** 
obinery,  the  General  Ooverament  had  certain 
powers  delegated  to  them  by  the  Constitution  aad 
Congress  could  not  go  beyond  those  powers.  Ha 
wisTOd  to  know  where  the  p^wer  was  |(iven  in 
the  CdostitutioQ  to  Congress,  to  prohibit  native 
Americans,  from  leaving  the  country  in  neutral 
vessels— he  ^lievcd  tlw  power  resided  in  the 
States  and  it  had  not  been  delegated  to  Congress* 
He  would  be  glad  if  gentlemen  wonkl  point  out 
that  part  of  the  Constitution  which  allowe4 
Confess  to  prohibit  the  departure  of  any  Amef- 
ican  m  neutral  vessels,  unless  he  be  guilty  of  some 
crime.  He  had  very  serious  doubts  on  the  subject, 
and  the  section  ought  not  to  be  retained,  unlesa 
solne  great  practical  good  could  be  efifeeted  by  iu 
He  had  great  objections  tp  make  the  United 
States  a  great  prison,  ao^d  he  should  be  sorry  to 
see  this  anomaly  unless  it  would  be  productive  of 
some  great  benefit.  Would  this  section,  he  asked, 
keep  the  sailors  here?  It  would  not.  If  th« 
sailors  were  prohibited  from  going  to  sea  in  neu- 
tral vessels,,  whenever  they  went  out  in  Amerioaa 
vessels  th^y  aever  would  return.  What  was  the 
object  of  the  bill?  To  open  our  commerce  for 
the  benefit  of  the  sailors— "  for  free  trade  awl 
sailors'  rights."  This  section  would  drive  those 
sailors  from  the  coui^try.  As  to  the  idea  abaiii 
oianniiig  our  public  ships,  he  did  not  believe  w» 
had  sailors  enough  for  our  frigates.  When  at  tha 
fiastwavd,  last  Summer,  he  had  been  informed  bf 
Captain  Stewart,  the  commander  of  the  Consti- 
tution, that  the  only  diffiauhy  in  obtaining  sailefa 
was  their  reppgnance  to  be^nt  to  the  Lakes.  Be- 
lieving there,  were  doubts  as  to  the  Constitutional 
power  of  Congress  to  pass  the  third  section,  and 
that  as  no  benefit  could  occur  from  retaining  it| 
ha  should  vote  in  favor  of  the  motion  for  striking 
it  out. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  third  section 
of  the  bill  was  taken  by  yeas  aad  nays«  There 
were  for  striking  out  70,  against  it  78,  as  follows : 
YaAs-rMessrs.  Burd,6aylies  of  Massachusetts,  Boyd, 
Bradbury,  Bradley,  BveckMiridge,  Brigham,  Champion, 
ChappeU,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Cuthbert, 
Darenport,  Duvall,  Ely,  Farrow,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Ged- 
des,  GrosTsnor,  Hale,  Hawkins*  Howell,  HuageriNd, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Ksnoedy,  Kent  of  New 
York»  King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Can4ioa» 
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Lewif ,  LoTett,  Lowndei,  Maood,  MukeU»McKim,  Mof- 
fityMoaeley,  Murfree,  PeanoD,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post, 
John  Reed,  William  Reed,  Ridgely,  Robertion,  Rug* 
glee,  Sejbert,  Shefiey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Smith  of 
New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  P^nn- 
syWania,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tall- 
madge,  liiompson,  Yose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts, 
Winter,  and  Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  At- 
cher,  Bamett,  Beall,Bowen,  Brown,  Butler,  Caldwell, 
Calhoun,  Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Crouch,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Den- 
oydles,  Desha,  Earle,  Eppes,  Evans,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Ghol- 
•on,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  HaU,  Harris, 
Hasbrouck,  Hawes,  Humphreys,  Ingham,  Irving,  Jack- 
MQof  Yirginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of  Maxy- 
IfBd,  Kerr,  Kenhaw,  Kilboom,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McLean, 
Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Potter,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhisa 
•f  Tennessee,  Rich,  Hinggold,  Roane,  Sevier,  Sharp, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  Yirginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor, 
Telfair,  Troup,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  WMtehill,  Wil- 
son of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

So  the  House  refused  to  strike  out  the  said 
section. 

Mf.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  then  moved  to  strike 
oat  the  second  section  of  the  bill  (which  repeals 
the  leTeral  Doo-importatioD  acts.) 

The  question  having  been  stated — 

Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryland,  said,  after  the  vote 
of  yesterday  on  this  amendment  in  Committee 
of  the  whole  House,  he  rose  under  circumstances 
of  peculiar  discoursigement  to, offer  a  few  obser- 
vations on  the  subject.  The  ^11  contains  two 
distinct  principles— one  to  repeal  the  restrictions 
on  exports,  the  other  to  repeal  the  restrictions  on 
imports.  All  the  arguments  I  have  heard  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill,  said  Mr.  McK.,  went  exclusively 
10  the  first  part  of  it — to  the  repeal  of  the  restric- 
tions on  exports — and  these  arffuroents  are  per- 
fectly intelligible  to  my  mind.  The  embargo 
pots  a  total  stop  to  our  exports;  it  locks  up  the 
entire  of  our  produce.  A  few  loads  of  lime  and 
lumber,  to  rebuild  a  villaffe  that  has  b^en  de- 
ttro|red  by  fire,  cannot  be  brought  from  another 
district  in  the  same  State,  nor  even  a  vessel  be 
removed  that  has  been  caught  in  our  waters  by 
the  embargo,  although  exposed  to  the  most  immi- 
Aeat  danger  of  being  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 
The  embargo  paralyzes  the  industry  and  exhausts 
the  resources  of  the  nation.  I  can-  readily  per- 
ceive the  force  of  the  arguments ;  and  I  admit, 
that  a  measure  operating  so  severely  on  our  citi- 
zens, ought  not  to  be  continued  without  some 
imperious  necessity,  or  that  some  corresponding 
benefit  be  derived,  to  reward  them  for  the  sacri- 
fice. And,  although  the  embargo  is  producing 
all  the  benefit  I  ever  expected  from  it,  yei,  if  the 
second  section  be  stricken  out  of  the  bill,  it  is  pro- 
bable I  could  make  up  my  mind  to  vote  for  the 
repeal  of  the  measure. 

The  embargo  prohibits  all  exports,  but  the  non- 
importation laws  are  of  a  different  character;  they 
prohibit  the  importation  of  goods  the  growth  or 
numufacture  of  the  enemy  only.    Our  ports  are 


open  to  the  admission  of  the  prodace  and  nMtno* 
factures  of  ^11  the  world,  except  those  of  the  ene- 
my ;  and  I  have  heard  no  reason,  nor  can  see  any 
reason,  why  they  should  be  admitted.  I  would 
be  glad  to  know  what  extraordinary  necessity 
has  pressed  this  measure  on  us  at  this  time.  Do 
we  suflPer  for  the  want  of  clothing,  or  any  other 
necessary  or  comfort  of  life  ?  Can  we  not  obtaia 
from  our  own  industry,  and  from  friendly  foreig^n 
nations,  all  that  our  wants  require,  and  all  that 
our  ideas  of  eomfort  have  rendered  necessary  ? 
1  can  see  no  necessity  for  calling  in  the  products 
of  the  enemv  to  our  aid;  and  I  f^l  ua willing  to 
make  the  acknowledgment  to  the  enemy  that  we 
cannot  exist  without  his  products. 

Seeing  no  reason  why  this  restriction  should 
be  removed,  and  believing  that  no  solid  reaaon 
can  be  adduced  in  support  of  the  removal,  I  irill 
advcFt  to  some  of  the  evils  that,  in  my  opinion, 
will  result  from  it.  From  the  numerous  restrie* 
tions  imposed  on  our  commerce  by  the  eaenoy, 
and  those  imposed  hj  our  own  Qoveromaoty  a 
lar^^e  portion  of  our  citizens  have  been  forced  to 
rehnquish  their  usual  avocations,  and  been  ob- 
liged to  seek  new  modes  of  employing  their  hidas* 
try  and  capital,  for  the  support  of  their  famili«e. 
From  these  causes,  their  attention  has  been  turned 
to  manufacturing.  Much  of  the  capital  and  ia- 
dustry  of  our  citizens,  usualijr  emploved  in  coai* 
merce,  have  from  the  operation  of  tnese  cauaes, 
been  forced  into  manufacturing  establishments; 
and  although,  in  my  opinion,  the  duties  now  im- 
posed 00  imports  are  abuodaDtly  sufficient.  In  the 
ordinary  course  of  things,  for  the  protection  of 
the  manufacturing  interest  of  the  country,  yet  I 
doubt  whether  they  will  be  sufficient  to  support 
that  interest  against  the  shock  that  will  be  pro- 
duced by  letting  in  upon  them,  without  restraint, 
a  fiood  of  European  manufactures.  The  manu- 
factures of  Great  Britain  have  been,  to  speak  met- 
,  dammed  up  for  several  years;  and 


if  this  accumulated  mass  of  foreign  goods  be  let 
loose  on  our  infant  establishments,  with  the  supe- 
rior skill  and  capital  of  the  European  manufac- 
turer,  I  fear  our  manufacturing  establishments 
will  be  much  disturbed,  if  not  overthrown.  I  do 
not  believe  the  double  duties  will  be  sufficient  to 
guard  them  against  this  shock,  although  I  admit 
they  are  sufficient,  and  more  than  sufficient,  in 
ordinarjr  times,  to  enable  them  to  hold  a  conape- 
tition  with  the  European  manufacturer.  If  there 
were  any  pressing  necessity,  however,  for  the  pro* 
posed  repeal  of  the  existing  prohibition  of  British 
products,  I  might  think  it  expedient  to  vote  for 
It;  but  I  would  be  glad  to  know  what  is  the  ne* 
cessity  that  calls  for  this  provision  in  the  bill. 
Are  we  suffering,  I  repeat  it  again,  for  any  neces- 
sary whatever,  that  calls  for  such  a  concession  to 
the  enemy  ?  I  believe  not.  I  therefore  consider 
it  unwise  to  run  the  hazard  that  may  result  from 
the  experiment.  I  admit,  that  if  it  be  necessary 
to  the  safety  or  the  prosperity  of  the  nation  to 
pass  the  provbion  which  I  have  moved  to  strike 
out  of  the  bill,  the  interest  of  the  roanufactarers, 
being  a  subordinate  interest,  most  yield  to  the  sa- 
cral good.    But  I  must  remark,  that  the  maiitt* 
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iMCariiiji*  interest,  altboagfa  not  the  greatest,'  is 
still  «D  important  interest  of  the  nation.  By  the 
returns  made  by  the  marihals  in  the  year  1810, 
which,  however  imperfect,  «re  the  best  data  to 
which  we  can  resort  on  the  subject,  it  appears 
that  the  domestic  manafactores  of  the  United 
States  amounted,  in  that  year,  to  about  two  hun- 
dred millioDs  of  dollars.  The  exports  from  the 
United  States,  in  domestic  produce,  in  farorable 
yairs,  we  know,  has  not  exceeded  about  sixty 
millions  of  dollars.  It  thence  results,  that  the 
manufacturing  interest  of  the  country  is  greater 
in  amount  than  the  commercial  interest,  and  is 
subordinate  only  to  (he  agricultural  interest  of 
the  nation. 

It  mf  y  be  presumed,  that  the  raw  materials  em«> 
ployed  in  producing  the  two  hundred  millions,  in 
eeme,  oi  manufactured  ffoods  made  in  the  year 
1810,  were  not  increased  in  yalue,  by  the  raanu- 
fiioturing  process,  more  than  100  per  cent. ;  con- 
sequently it  will  appear,  that  one  hundred  mil- 
iions  of  dollars,  in  value,  of  the  raw  materialaand 
produce  of  the  eountrr,  were  in  that  year  worked 
up  into  manufaotnred  goods,  and  htLwe  found  a 
market  at  our  own  doors,  free  from  spoliation  of 
eaemies,  and  from  rexation  of  any  kind. 

If  mv  view  of  the  subject  be  correct,  cren  in 
.prioeiple,  it  ought  to  induce  the  agricultural  inter- 
est in  the  House  and  in  the  nation  to  reflect  well 
en  the  expediency  of  any  measure  that  may  ha?e 
a  tendency  to  injure  our  growing  establishments, 
Irom  which  they  derive  such  important  benefits, 
in  the  supply  of  their  wants,  and  in  furnishing  a 
market  at  their  doors  for  so  large  a  "portion  of 
their  produce. 

These  considerations  induce  me  to  believe,  that 
an  enlightened  policy  does  not  require  the  Qov- 
emment,  at  this  time,  to  remove  the  restrictions 
on  the  importation  of  the  manufactures  of  the 
enemy.  I  hope  the  motion  will  prevail,  and  the 
second  section  of  the  bill  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  CAbBODN,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  hoped 
the  motion  would  not  prevaiL  He  thought  the 
f^otieman  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  our 
anfiuit  manufacturing  institutions  would  be  em- 
harassed  by  this  measure.  What  was  the  en- 
eouregement  which  they  now  received  from  the 
€k>vemroent1  The  ad  valorem  duties  now  aver- 
aged about  33^  per  cent.  Most  of  the  importa- 
tkms  being  in  neutral  bottoms,  the  discriminating 
duty  of  10  per  cent,  on  such  importations  in  for- 
eign vessels,  would  make  it  43  per  cent.;  and, 
when  were  added  to  this  the  freight,  and  other 
expenses  incident  to  a  state  of  war,  the  actual 
iSuty  on  foreign  and  premium  to  domestic  manu- 
hmns  could  not  be  less  than  fifty  per  cen  t.  Was 
it  wise  to  extend  to  our  manufactures  further  en- 
•ooragement  than  this?  During  a  state  of  war, 
loo  great  a  stimulus  was  naturally  given  to  man- 
ofiictures — a  stimulus  so  great  that  it  could  not 
be  expected  to  be  continued  in  a  time  of  peace ; 
nad  when  peace  cotnes,-  come  when  peace  will, 
the  vicissitude  which  manufacturers  must  expe- 
rience will  be  much  greater  and  injurious  to 
them,  if  besides  the  double  duties  the  restrictive 
system  were  retained,  than  it  ought  to  or  would 


otherwise  be.  The  great  requisite  to  the  due  en- 
couragement of  manufactures  now  was,  that  cer- 
tain manufactures  in  cottons  and  woollens,  which 
have  kindlv  taken  root  in  our  soil,  should  have  a 
moderate  out  permanent  protection  insured  to 
tbem.  He  knew  not  how  that  object  could  be 
better  effected  than  by  the  scheme  of  establishinir 
a  new  tariff*  of  duties,  which  this  House  had 
shown  a  determination  to  adopt.  To  continue 
the  present  non-importation  system  merely  to 
protect  manufactures,  when  they  received  already 
so  much  protection,  would  be  dangerous  instead 
of  beneficial  to  them.  Another  circumstanoe, 
than  those  he  had  adverted  to,  now  operated  to 
eneouraffe  manufacture— «the  heavy  expenditure 
for  the  clothing  of  our  Army.  The  (Government 
could  and  did  reffolate  those  expenditures,  as  iar 
as  possible,  for  the  encouragement  of  manufac- 
tures. Having  replied  to  the  main  point  ^  the 
gentleman's  argument,  he  would  not  follow  him 
through  the  whole  of  his  remarks.  As  to  her  man* 
ufactures,  Mr.  C.  taid  that  all  Europe  was  open 
to  the  enemy.  The  very  circumstance  of  this 
demand  for  her  manufactures,  which  destroyed 
the  efficiency  of  our  non-iinportation  system,  by 
enhancing  their  price  in  the  British  market,  would 
ftirnish  additional  encouragement  to  our  manu- 
factures. Could  it  be  expected,  under  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  world,  that  our  non-importa- 
tion, violated  as  it  constantly  was  by  smuggling 
and  Simula  ted' papers,  could  produce  mucheffsct? 
He  believed  not.  All  thfe  arguments  he  had  yes- 
terday drged,  applied  as  forcibly  to  this  provision 
of  the  bill  as  to  that  which  contemplated  a  re- 
peal of  the  embarffo.  He  hoped  all  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  would  he  permitted  to  share  the  same 
fate. 

Mr.  McKiM  said  he  had  admitted,  when  op  be- 
fore, that  the  double  duties  would  be  abundantlj^ 
sufficient  encouragement  to  manufoctnreir  in  ordi- 
nary times ;  but,  whenever  British  manufactures 
were  let  in,  he  believed  they  would  not  only  break 
down  the  manufacturers,  but  the  importers  also* 
He  had  seen  times  like  that  which  he  apprehend- 
ed, at  the  close  of  the  last,  war,  when  an  int»d«- 
tion  of  British  goods  flowed  in.  Mr.  M.  said  he 
wanted  to  hear  some  of  the  reasons  explained 
why  we  should  declare  to  the  enemy  that  we 
cannot  live  without  her  manufactures.  The  dou- 
ble duties,  he  repeated,  were  a  sufficient  protec- 
tion in  general  to  manufactures;  but,  until  our 
manufactures  acquired  greater  strength,  he  did 
not  wish  to  see  them  subjected  to  the  pressure 
they  would  experience  from  a  repeal  of  the  non- 
importation. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said,  that  to  the  last  part  of  the 

fentleman's  argument,  the  answer  was  decisive, 
t  was  well  known  that  there  was  nothing  more 
difficult  to  execute  than  a  non-importation  law, 
as  well  by  direct  smuggling  as  by  false  papera. 
This  hazard  ought  not  to  be  encountered,  unless 
there  was  a  prospect  of  very  powerful  good  to 
result  from  it.  Mr.  C.  contended  that  no  such 
prospect  existed  now.  Whatever  it  might  have 
been  formerly,  there  was  no  chance  of  decisive 
effect  from  this  system  now— all  Europe  being 
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apem  to  British  maniiiiMtiifes.  Such,  besides,  was 
the  diffi^salty  of  ezeeuting  such  a  system,  that  the 
President  had,  at  the  present  session,  reeommend- 
ed  the  prohibition  entirely  of  certain  articles 
known  to  be  prpdoced  in  G^reat  Britain — tbe  smof- 

Sing  of  which  was  so  difficult  to  be  prevented, 
at  it  could  not  be  done  unless  their  importation 
wai  also  prohibited  from  all  other  parts  of  the 
world. 

Mr.  Post,  of  New  York,  said  he  did  not  rise  at 
this  time  to  enter  into  the  general  argument  on 
this  subject,  but  merely  to  remark,  in  reply  to  the 
two  gentlemen  who  had  spoken,  that  they  labored 
under  a  material  mistake  in  regard  to  the  mann- 
lioturing  interest,  and  that  much  pains  had  been 
tak^  to  diffuse  through  the  public  prints  ideas  of 
the  same  kind  as  those  they  appeared  to  entertain. 
He  htLtely  wished  now  to^ay,  that  it  nerer  would 
be  to  the  interest  of  the  manufacturers  generally 
for  QoTemment  to  take  them  under  its  fostering 
oare«  It  was  our  true  policy^,  in  regard  to  them, 
to  hare  laws  of  such  a  character  as  not  to  be  sub- 
ject ta  fluctuation,  and  then  let  industry  take  iu 
own  course.  That*  manufacture  which  required 
the  protection  of  high  bounties,  was  not  worth 
the  attention  of  the  Gtovernijaent.  The  ezperi^ 
ence  of  years  past  would  support  this  remark, 
during  which  time  our  manufactures  had  grown 
rapidly  .without  the  aid  pf  the  Oo^rnment.  It 
never  ought  to  have  been  expected  that  €h)veni- 
meat  would  lay  proteeting  duties.  When  the 
subject  of  the  general  tariflFcame  before  the  House, 
this  subject  might  be  fully  discussed;  he  merely 
threw  out  these  general  remarks,  as  they  might 
tend  in  some  d%ree  to  do  away  a  mistake  which 
appeared  to  pervade  the  natsoa  in  regard  to  our 
manufactures. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  seoead  section 
of  the  bill  was  decided  in,  the  acgatire— yeas  34, 
nays  1 10,  as  follows : 

Tiis— Mesirs.  Bard,  Biraett,  Caldwell,  CloptdB, 
Gaaard,  Crawford,  Benoyeiles,  Deidia,  Evans,  Prank- 
Un,  Griffin,  Hall,  Hssbronek,  Hatres,  Hawkms,  Ingham, 
Johnson  of  Ksntnckj,  Leflbits,  Ljle,  McKim,  Moore, 
If  ebon,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pipsr,  Potter,  M^ 
liam  Reed,  Roane,  Strong,  Tfoap»  Wood,  Wriest,  and 
Yancey. 

Nats — ^Mesais.  Alexander,  Alston,  Andenon,  Ar- 
cher, Baylies  of  Massachusstts,  BeaU,  Bigelow,  BoweUt 
Boyd,  Bradbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Brown,  But* 
ler,  Calhoun,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cilley,  Clark,  Com- 
stock,  Condict,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton,  Crouch,  Cid- 
peper,  Cathbert,  Davenport,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Ihivall,  Earle,  Ely,  Eppcs,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
Now  York,  Foro^,  FoMyth,  Gaston,  Gholson,  Good- 
vryn,  Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Grundy,  Hale,  Harris,  How- 
en,  Humphreyi»Hungerford,IngersolI,  Irving,  Jackson 
of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kent 
of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboum,  King  of  Massa- 
chusetts, King  of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovctt, 
Lowndes,  Macon,  MarkeU,  Moffitt,  Murfree,  Oakley, 
Peanen,  Pickering,  Pickens,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Post, 
John  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rkh,  Ridgely,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Rnggles,  Sevier, 
Seybert,  Sharp,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner,  SmxUi 
of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of 
Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Staait,  8tm> 


ges,  Taggart,  Talhnadge,  Teyfcir,  Telfitir,  Thoaipeoa» 
Yose,  Wai^d  of  Massachusetts,  Waid  of  New  Jeisegr* 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilooz^  Wilson  of  Massachusetta, 
Wilson  of  Pennsylvaniat  and  Winter. 

Bo  the  House  determined  against  the  motion* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bradbury,  of  Massachusetta^ 
a  fourth  secMon.  was  added  to  the  bill,  providing^ 
that  the  President  should  cause  the  coHectors 
throughout  the  United  States  to  be  furnished  with 
blank  passports  for  the  purpose  described  in  the 
third  section,  with  a  view  to  save  time  to  indi- 
viduals desiring  to  procure  the  same. 

Mr.  Nblson,  of  Virffiaia,  then  moved  to  striln 
out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  which  cootooi* 
plates  a  repeal  of  the  embargo.  Being  opposedl 
to  every  part  of  this  bill,  he  wished  to  record  bis 
vote  against  every  section  of  it. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  taken  wilk- 
out  debate  and  decided  as  follows : 

YxAs — Messrs.  Bard  Barnett,  Caldwell,  CloptoB, 
PenoyeUes,  Desha,  Barie,  Franklin,  Hall,  Hawktne, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lyie,  Maeon,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Ormsby,  Parker,  Roane,  Strong,  Tioitp,  '¥flMtdiill,a»4 
Yancey— 82. 

Nats— ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher,  Baylies  of  MBSsaehuset!ls,.Be^  Bigelow,  Bowew, 
Boyd,  Brtdbury,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Brown,  Oal- 
houn,  Champion,  Chappd,  Cilley,  Clarity  Comsfeod^ 
Comtict,  Conard,  Cooper,  Cos,  CrawiMd,  CffeiglitB% 
Crouch,  Cnlpeper,  Cuthbert^  Davenport  Davis  of 
Pennsylvania,  DuvaU,  £ly,r£ppes«  £vans,  Fansow* 
Findley,  Fisk  of  New  Yc^k,  Forney,  Forqrth,  Gaetm^ 
Geddes,  Gholson,  Geodimi,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Gfoa- 
▼enor,  Gmndy,  Hale,  Harris,  HasbroudE,  H^we% 
HoweU,  Humphreys,  Hongerfbrd,  IngersoU,  Ingham, 
Irving,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
New  York,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Ker^aw,  Kil- 
bourn.  King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  NorUi  Caro- 
lina, Law,  Lefots,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  MarkeQ, 
McKhn,  McLean,  Moffitt,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Mose- 
ley,  Mnrfree,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering.  I4ckeffs, 
Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Post,  Potter,  John  Re^  WiUiam 
Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rbea  of  Tennessee,  RSch, 
Ridgely,  Rfaiggold,  Robertson,  Rnggles,  Sevier,  Seybett, 
Shsirp,  Sherwood,  Shinfaerd,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Ifsw 
Hampshire,  Smith  of  Mew  York,  Smidi  of  Pemayl* 
vania,  Smith  of  Yirghiia,  Stanford,  Stuart, "Slufgas^ 
Taggart,  Tallmadte,  Tanndull»  Taylor,  Telfiarv 
Thompson,  Yose,  Ward  of  Mapsachusetta,  Ward  itf 
New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilson  of  Ifassai 
chusetts,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Winter,  Wood,  and 
Wright— 126. 

So  the  House  refused  to  strike  out  the  satd^firsc 
section  of  the  bill. 

The  question  Was  then  stated  on  aagrossiaytke 
bill  for  a  third  reading. 

A  debate  of  considerable  length  now  took  plaea^ 
an  abstract  of  which,  mainly,  can  only  be  civen 
of  the  ground  occupied  by  the  respective  speakesa. 

Mr.  PoTTBR,  of  Rhode  Island,  said,  as  he  rep- 
resented a  commercial  and  raaanfacturiag  Stated 
and  intended  to  vote  against  the  bill  under  oon* 
sideration,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  assign  his  reasons 
for  so  doing.  He  said  if  the  motion  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  MoKm,)  to  strike 
out  tbe  second  section  of  the  bill,  containing  cha 
repeal  of  the  non-impormtion  act,  had  prevaiM 
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ke  slMHild  rote  for  the  residae  of  the  bill,  althoogh 
he  coBsidered  the  embargo  of  rery  little  impor- 
tuiee  to  this  eoantrjr  in  anv  other  riew  than  as 
it  respected  the  coasting:  trade;  he  said  it  was  the 
British  bloekade  and  the  war,  and  not  the  em- 
Wrgo,  from  whence -most  of  our  difficulties  oriffi- 
Bated.  The  embargo  was  recommended  bv  the 
President  with  a  view  to  get  rid  of  the  blociade, 
bfoom pelting  the  Britisli  ships  to  leave  our  coast. 
JBklt,  Mr.  P.  said,  if  there  were  any  reasons  to  put 
it  on  last  Winter^  there  were  now  ten  times  as 
many  to  continue  it  It  had  been  on  a  little  mote 
lliaii  three  months,  and  now  it  was  to  be  aban- 
dk>n«d  upon  very  short  notice.  Why  it  wm  put 
on,  or  why  taken  off,  we  are  left  to  conjecture. 
When  it  was  put  on,  the  British  ships  must  have 
had  plenty  of  provisions  to  last  them  until  this 
time;  it  relieved  their  ships  from  very  dangerous 
posttions  on  their  blockaaing  stations  during  the 
inclement  season  of  the  year,  and  permitted  them 
to  retire  into  our  bays  and  rivers  to  spend  the 
Winter  in  safety  aad  ease,  while  our  vessels  were 
safely  locked  up  by  the  embargo. 

Mr.  P.  said  the  only  time  that  our  vessels  could 
hare  stood  much  chance  to  get  to  eea  was  in 
lasg  dark  nights,  and  stormy  tempestuous  wea- 
ther, when  the  British  ships  were  compelled  to 
Uave  their  stations ;  and  now  when  the  wintery 
storms  are  past,  and  the  weather  mild  and  pleas- 
ant-; when  the  British  ships  can  take  their  sta- 
liaas  with  ease  and  safety  to  themselves ;  when 
Ihetr  provisions  are  exhausted,  and  a  large  fleet 
and  amy  on  our  coast;  when  our  vessels  are 
eorapUtely  aad  effectually  blockaded,  and  the 
whole  nation  imprisoned  within  their  territory, 
miless  by  the  consent  of  the  Bnglish,  we  are  to 
take  this  embargo  off,  when  it  will  be  of  great 
advantage  to  them,  and  very  little  to  us,  unless 
we  had  the  power  to  remove  the  blockade,  as  we 
eannot  go  irom  one  State  to  another,  unless  by 
their  permission. 

Mr.  P,  said,  though  not  in  the  majority^  he 
aonld  hot  feel  an  interest  in  the  character  of  the 
nalioa.  What  would  the  people  think  of  such  in- 
•tahi'iitjr  in  the  Qovernmenti  When  the  British 
hloekade,  we  lay  an  embargo;  when  they  refuse 
to  grant  licenses,  we  make  it  penal  to  receive 
them ;  when  they  refuse  to  ransom  any  more  of 
tar  vasaels,  we  refuse  to  be  ransomed.  One  day 
we  talk  of  a  National  Bank,  the  next  about  taxes. 
We  are  continually  chan^ng  from  one  expedient 
to  another,  like  a  man  m  pain,  changing  from 
one  side  of  his  bed  to  another  for  relief,  without 
wmovtng  the  pain ;  and  it  will  be  so  with  us, 
aatil  we  get  rid  of  the  miaous  war  in  which  we 
ase  engaged.  We  are  one  day  for  continuing  the 
lestrietlve  system,  and  in  a  tew  days  it  is  to  be 
taikfm  off  by  almost  an  unanimpos  vote.  The 
sapportars  of  the  Administration  in  the  several 
States  have  a  very  hard  time  to  follow  their  lead- 
aia.  By  the  tine  expresses  are  sent  to  the  dis- 
tant paru  of  the  United  States  to  notifv  the  peo- 
ple that  an  embargo  is  laid,  and  the  bustle  and 
speenlation  that  it  occasions  has  a  little  subsided, 
and  tha  Ariends  of  the  Adminbtration  have  exer- 
tiaed  all  their  iagtnoity  to  rtc^vneile  themselves 


to  it,  and  have  satisfied  some  who  have  doubts  as 
to  the  propriety  of  the  measure,  and  the  Demo- 
cratic newspapers  begin  to  be  a  little  uniform  in 
their  reasons  why  it  was  put  on,  they  are  again 
surprised  with  information  that  their  favorite 
measure  is  abandoned.  Their  ingenuity  is  again 
taxed  and  put  to  trial  to  find  reasons  lor  such  a 
sudden  change,  and  in  this  respect  their  task  is 
very  hard,  as  they  are  not  furnished  with  the 
reasons  that  may  influence  the  Administration ; 
and  no  change  in  the  state  of  things  to  them 
known  would  warrant  such  versatility.  Mr.  P. 
said  he  was  looking  over  a  Kentucky  paper  a  few 
davs  past,  and  he  saw  mcf^tioned  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  this  place,  saying,  that  the  embargo 
was  worth  thirty  frigates ;  now,  the  same  person 
would  have  to  appease  them  by  saying,  that  its 
repeal  will  be  worth  thirty  more.  Mr.  F.  said  he 
considered  the  embargo  of  but  little  importance, 
in  the  present  situation  of  our  afiairs^  as  long  as 
the  war  and  blocfaide  lasted.  His  objection  was 
to  the  repeal  of  the  non-importatiOn  act,  the  sus* 
pension  of  which  he  opposed  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, when  recommended  b^  Mr.  Gallatin  for  the 
same  purpose  for  which  it  is  now  to  be  repealed: 
at  which  time  a  majority  of  that  House  was  found 
to  reject  it;  but  we  are  now  told  by  the  gentlenmn 
fk-om  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun.)  if  the 
whole  restrictive  system  had  expired,  that  there 
was  not  ten  men  in  that  House  that  would  vote 
to  revive  it;  or,  if  it  never  had  been  put  on,  that 
would  now  rote  for  it.  Mr.  P.  said  he  could 
answer  for  no  person  bat  himself;  but  he  said  he 
believed  if  this  war  had  been  considered  expedi- 
ent by  the  nation  generally,  and  the  gentlemen 
on  one  side  had  not  been  so  long  opposed  and 

Erejudiced  ajgainst  this  system,  fVom  its  having 
een  put  on,  in  the  first  place,  When  the  nation  was 
at  peace  and  its  commerce  flourishing,  and  the 
other  side  operated  upon  with  a  view  to  obtain 
revenue  to  continue  this  war.  having  the  terrors 
of  taxation  always  in  view,  tnat  ten  men  would 
not  be  found  in  that  House,  but  for  the  above 
reasons,  that  would  vote  to  repeal  the  non-impor- 
tation act  under  the  present  situation  and  circam- 
stances  of  the  country. 

Mr.  P.  said,  that  in  examining  the  President'b 
Message  of  last  Summer,  he  found  his  reasoning 
so  well  adapted  at  this  time  asainst  the  repeal  <n 
the  non-importation  act,  that  he  should  taxe  the 
liberty  to  read  it,  in  the  following  words,  to  wit: 
^  There  being  sufficient  ground  to  infer  that  it  is 
'  the  purpose  of  the  enemy  to  combine  with  tha 
'  blocsade  of  our  ports  special  licenses  to  neutral 

*  vessels,  or  to  British  vessels  in  neutral  disguises, 

*  wherebv  they  amy  draw  from  our  countrv  tha 
'  precise  land  and  quantity  of  exports  essential  ta 
'  their  wants,  whilst  its  general  commerce  re- 
'  mains  obstructed,  keeping  in  view  also  the  in- 
'  sidious  discrimination  between  different  ports 

*  of  the  United  States ;  and  as  such  a  system,  if 
(  not  coualevaeted,  will  have  the  eflect  of  dimln* 
'  fshing  very  materially  the  pressure  of  the  war 
<  on  the  enemy,  and  encouraging  a  perieveranea 
'  in  it,  at  the  same  time  that  it  will  leave  the  ffene- 
'  ral  commeice  of  the  United  States  under  all  tha 
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*  pressure  the  enemf  em  impose,  thus  subjecting 

<  the  whole  to  British  regulation,  in  subserviency 

<  to  monopoly."  For  the  above  reasons  the  Presi- 
dent recommended  an  embargo,  removable  when 
the  British  blockade  should  cease.  How  much 
more  forcibly  does  the  above  reasons  apply  against 
lepealing  the  restrictive  system  generally,  as  the 
embargo  only  prevented  exports^  when  tnis  bill 
permits  exports  and  imports,  while  the  blockade 
IS  not  only  continued,  but  is  to  be  more  rigorously 
enforced;  and  more  than  all,  the  consequences 
so  well  described  by  the  President  is  to  follow ! 
But,  Mr.  P.  said  J  as  we  could  not  disturb  them 
much  by  restrictions  and  opposition^  we  were  now 
to  try  another  experiment  to  appease  tbem-^by 
submission,  and  by  sacrificing  our  interest  to  theirs. 
But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Calhoun)  says  that  great  chants  had  taken 
place  in  Europe,  and  that  nations,  like  individuals, 
must  conform  to  circumstances.  What  a  great 
pity  it  is  that  gentlemen  had  not  made  that  dis- 
covery before ;  it  would  have  saved  much  blood 
and  treasure  to  the  United  States.  The  gentle- 
man says  he  was  alwavs  in  favor  of  the  war  and 
against  restrictions^and  but  for  the  war  we  should 
have  lost  all  onr  European  and  carrying  trade, 
and  our  Bast  and  West  India  trade.  Mr.  P.  said 
he  would  be  glad  to  be  informed  what  had  be- 
come of  it  all)  was  it  not  all  destroyed,  and  even 
our  coasting  trade  with  it  ?  And  if  we  had  pru- 
dently conformed  to  circumstances  before  the 
war,  of  choice,  we  could  have  enjoved  all  the 
commerce  the  gentleman  has  so  well  described ; 
but  bv  having  taken  jthe  honorable  stand  so  fre- 
jioently  mentioned  in  this  war,  and  by  conform- 
ug  to  circumstances  by  compulsion,  we  now  lose 
the  whole  trade  of  our  country,  and  cannot  enjoy 
any  of  the  neutral  trade  the  gentleman  thinks  so 
important  to  us,  unless  by  the  consent  of  the 
English,  any  more  than  if  they  were  permitted  to 
establish  their  custom-houses  within  our  terri- 
tory. But  if  this  system  is  now  to  be  given  up 
to  enjoy  the  trade  of  neutrals  only,  why  are  Brit- 
ish manufactures  admitted  ?  We  nave  been  told 
that  by  excluding  them  we  distressed  that  class 
of  people  in  England,  and  encouraged  ours  in  this 
country ;  it  cannot  be  that  we  are  now  to  admit 
them  to  appease  and  enrich  them,  and  to  ruin 
and  destroy  ours^  but  such  was  the  inevitable 
effect ;  they  certainly  deserve  a  better  fate.  But 
the  same  gentleman  says  this  war  yet  operates 
very  hard  upon  the  English,  that  it  costs  them 
much  more  than  it  does  us ;  if  it  costs  her  more 
she  is  able  to  pay  mere.  But  Mr.  P.  said  the  ex- 
penses of  this  Covernment  exceeded  all  others, 
considering  what  they  had  done  for  their  money. 
Be  said  he  had  heard  of  the  debt  of  Great  Britain 
ever  since  he  could  remember  anything,  and  that 
they  could  not  exist  under  it.  Notwithstanding 
all  those  predictions,  what  was  their  situation  at 
present  ?  an  undivided  control  of  the  seas,  and  as 
a  nation,  compared  with  all  others,  more  elevated 
than  at  any  former  period. ,  Let  us  now  examine 
the  situation  of  this  country.  Before  we  entered 
into  this  honorable  warfare  we  enjoyed  a  lucra- 
tive commerce,  while  other  anions  were  at  war ; 


we  were  then  as  a  nation  too  proud  to  permit  ome 
of  our  citizens  when  abroad  to  accent  of  a  British 
license  to  protect  him,  it  was  considered  a  crime; 
we  then  enjoyed  much  of  the  carrying  trade; 
our  canvass  whitened  every  sea;  we  had  the 
privilege  of  doing  our  owo  business;  the  nation 
derived  an  immense  revenue,  and  individuals 
great  profit.  ^  What  will  be  our  situation,  after  be- 
ing in  war  sl^ort  of  two  years,  if  this^biU  passes, 
and  the  war  continues?  He  said  he  considered  it 
a  death  blow  to  the  shipping  interest  of  thia 
country,  and  the  commencement  of  the  certain 
destruction  of  the  manufacturing  interest.  Yoa 
give  all  our  commerce  to  the  Enflish ;  it  will  be 
carried  on  with  their  money,  in  their  ships  under 
neutral  flags;. we  must  purchase  her  manulac- 
tures  of  her  at  her  own  price,  and  she  can  obtain 
the  raw  material  from  the  Southern  States,  and 
take  it  to  Great  Britain  and  manufacture  it,  and 
b^ing  it  back  to  this^  country  and  sell  it  cheaper 
than  we  can  get  it  to  the  Eastern  States  and 
back  again; 'she  can  take  it  by  water  without 
trouble;  we  must  take  it  by  land,  or  run  immense 
risk.  In  that  country  labor  is  very  cheap;  in 
this  it  is  increased  by  the  war.  By  this  bill  jroo 
give  to  Great  Britain  advantages  in  war  that  she 
would  not  enjoy  in  times  of  peace,-  while  we  sttf«* 
fer  all  the  evils  of  war.  Our  ships  are  rotting, 
and  useless ;  they  can  neither  be  used  by  theit 
present  owners,  or  sold  to  neutrals.  Tou  remove 
from  Great  Britain  every  inducement  to  make- 
peace with  us ;  she  takes  the  raw  material  fron 
the  South  in  her  ships,  in  disguise,  and  in  the 
same  manner  furnishes  them  with  ner  gooda  ia 
return.  This  furnishes  the  Southern  States  with 
a  good  market  for  their  produce,  and  with  such 
good^  as  they  want  in  return,  and  in  this  manner 
they  are  entirely  relieved  from  the  pressure  of  the 
war,  as  it  is  a  matter  of  little  consequence  to  them 
in  whose  ships  their  produce  is  taken  to  market^ 
or  who  manufactures  for  them,  provided  they  can 
sell  dear  and  buy  cheap. 

Mr.  P.  said,  that  if  this  bill  ^sses^  and  war 
should  continue  for  any  neat  length  of  time,  the 
consequence  would  be,  that  Great  Britain  wotiJd, 
in  her  ships,  take  all  the  heavy  articles  out  of  this 
country  in  a  very  little  time  that  she  wanted, 
and  fill  this  country  with  her  manufactures.  The 
balance  of  trade  will  be  very  much  against  us; 
the  consequence  will  be,  she  will  soon  get  awaj 
all  our  money.  Make  as  many,  laws,  with  as 
many  and  as  severe  penalties  as  you  please  to 
prohibit  it,  money  is  like  water,  i^  will  find  ita 
level,  it  will  go  where  it  is  worth  most,  and  yoa 
can  as  well  confine  the  one  as  the  other;  and 
when  peace  takes  place,  if  our  vesseb  shall  be 
worth  repairing,  they  will  have  very  little  to  do. 
We  are  giving  to  Great  Britain  more  than  the 
most  extravagant  man  in  that  nation  would  have 
thought  of  asking,  Mr.  P.  said,  however  humili* 
ating  it  must  be  to  us  as  a  nation,  that  we  bad 
sent  five  of  our  most  distinguished  citizensL  in  the 
opinion  of  the  President,  to  treat  with  one  Baglsli- 
mao,  on  a  suk^ect  already  exhausted,  and  oa 
which  very  little  more  can  be  said  ^or  written^ 
and  with  which  almost  every  man  to  this  natioa 
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is  aeqiMiDted,  v«t,  Mr.  P.  said,  he  beliered  if  the 
Prest^eot  womd  now  send  another,  with  power 
to  offer  to  the  British  Government  the  state  of 
thiags  growing  otit  of  this  bill  for  fifteen  years, 
tkat  they  would  settle  an  annuity  upon  us  of  five 
miUioos  of  dollars.  This  bill  gires  them  ail  our 
eomflMree — a  market  for  their  manufactures — a 
tradings  war,  with  the  privilege  of  quartering  upon 
us.  And  for  what  purpose  is  this  sacrifice  to  be 
made  ?  We  can  do  without  British  goods  during 
the  war.  When  a  bation  is  in  war  and  difficulty 
they  ought  to  be  prudent  and  economical ;  thev 
oQsht  to  sell  all  they  can  do  without,  and  do  with 
as  little  as  possible;  they  cannot  buy  anything 
sufficiently  cheap  that  they  do  not  want. 

Mr.  P.  said  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  com- 
prehend this  sudden  change  in  our  affairs.  We 
are  now,  in  addition  to  all  the  disadvantages  on 
our  part,  and  advantages  to  the  English,  to  hum- 
ble ovrseives  to  them,  and  ask  forgiveness  for  the 
past,  and  promise  to  do  better  in  future ;  and  al- 
tboygh  we  made  this  war  for  commerce  and  sail- 
ors' rights,  we  give  them  up  our  conunerce,  while 
the  most  of  our  sailors  are  cdnfioed  in  their 
prison  ships ;  our  ports,  bays  and  rivers  are  block- 
aded ;  the  nation  imprisoned  within  its  own  ter- 
ritory, and  we  in  the  Capitol,  in  the  centreof  ihe 
nation,  threatened  and  disturbed  \  and  We  are  to 
ask  them,  under  the  smoke  of  their  ^uns,  if  they 
will  be  graciously  pleased  to  take  from  us  our 
produce,  and  let  us  have!  in  return  some  of  her 
mann^ictnres,  in  such  manner  and  at  such  prices 
as  she  in  her  tender^meircy  may  see  fit.  And  for 
what  purpose  do  we  thus  humiliate  ourselves  to 
tkem,  and  make  this  sacrifice  ?  It  is  to  purchase 
goods  of  them  that  we  do  not  want,  and  can  do 
vary  well  without,  in  order  to  raise  a  revenue 
from  the  people  in  an  indirect  way. 

Mr.  P.  said,  the  average  doties  on  British  goods, 
when  imported  in  our  own  ships,  was  about  22^ 
per  cent. ;  to  which  add  10  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  that  duty,  if  imported  in  foreign  vessels,  will 
BMke  it  a  little  short  of  36  per  cent. ;  so  that,  in 
order  to  raise  eigliteen  millions  of  dollars  (a  little 
more  than  one  year's  revenue  before  tne  first 
embargo)  for  the  use  of  Qoverfiment,  the  people 
will  have  to  pay  the  British  nation  fifty  millions 
ef  dollars  for  their  manufactures,  with  about  15 
per  cent,  for  freight  and  commission,  making 
seven  and  a  half  millions  more ;  making  in  the 
whole,  about  seventy-five  millions,  which  our 
people  have  to  pay  for  British  manufactures,  to 
enable  the  Gk>vernment  to  get  eigbteen  millions 
out  of  them  by  indirect  taxation.  This  operates 
u  an  indirect  tax  upon  the  whole  manufacturing 
and  shipping  interest  of  this  country,  and  serves 
to  enrich  the  English  nation,  in  the  same  proper* 
tion  as  it  serves  to  unite  the  two  great  manfactur- 
ing  and  shipping  interests  of  that  nation*  And 
for  what  was  this  sacrifice  made,  but  from  an  ap- 
prehension that  it  will  not  do  to  tax  the  people, 
isxt  ioit  they  may  make  some  scrutiny  into  the 
extravagance  and  wastefalness  of  the  GK>vern- 
SMot*  Mr.  P.  said  he  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
answer  would  be  given  by  gentlemen,  when  they 
irtanied  heme,  and  were  asked  why  an  embaigo 


wa#  put  on  last  Winter— and  why  it  was  taken 
oS'in  the  Spring?  They  would  be  told  that  the 
President  recommended  both  measures.  But  when 
they  should  be  asked  why  they  repealed  the  non- 
importation act,  destroying  our  navigation  and 
agreeing  to  receive  British  manufactures,  to  the 
destruction  of  our  own,  that  they  had  pretended 
to  encourage? — this  will  be  a  little  more  diffi- 
cult to  answer.  But  if  honest,  as  I  presume  they 
will  be,  in  answering  the  question,  they  will  say 
that  our  expenses  had  been  enormous,  our  money 
almost  exhaiusted,  and  our  credit  much  impaired, 
aiid  we  were  apprehensive  if  we  taxed  the  people 
any  more  they  would  not  like  it ;  and  if  anything 
near  our  wants,  they  could  not  pay  it ;  and  that 
they  had  adopted  this  measure  to  get  money  at 
some  future  period,  in  hopes  that  it  will  give  us 
credit  to  borrow  for  the  present,  rather  than  dis^ 
turb  you  by  taxes.  They  will  be  told  by  the  peo- 
ple that  they  had  done  them  manifest  injustice; 
they  did  not  merit  such  treatment  from  them ; 
they  had  supported  them  at  the  elections,  and  had 
done  and  paid  everything  that  had  been  required 
of  them,  without  murmuring  or  complaining^— 
and  that  they  had  no  right  to  expect  but  they 
would  support  them  in  everything  necessary  te 
prosecute  the  war  to  its  termination,  without  de- 
pending upon  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  enemy, 
tor  the  means  to  carry  it  on.  Mr.  P.  said,  if  we 
eoasider  this  bill,  as  it  is  really  intended,  to  aid 
our  revenue,  what  is  its  efiects  ?  It  will  take 
six  months  to  get  goods  from  England,  the  duties 
on  them  payame  in  eight;  ten, and  twelve  months; 
so  that  it  will  be  fourteen  months  before  the  first 
bonds  for  duties  will  be  payable.  Mr.  P.  said, 
to  those  gentlemen  who  view  this  as  a  finan* 
oial  measure^  and  who  have  been  the  means  of 
phiciog  this  country  in  its  present  situation,  he 
would  ask  them  if  they  were  willing  to  return 
home,  and  depend  entirely  upon  the  magnanimi* 
ty  of  the  enemy  for  the  means  of  maintaining  pub* 
lie  credit  supporting  the  Gk>vernment,  and  carry- 
ing on  tne  war?  This,  bill,  with  no  other  de- 
pendence, puts  it  entirely  in  their  power,  as  soon 
as  they  see  that  we  depend  upon  the  introduction 
of  her  manufactures  to  raise  a  revenue  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  the  war,  to  prevent  their 
introduction,  and  those  of  all  other  nations,  by  a 
vigorous  blockade;  and  we  are  disappointed  in 
all  our  expectations  from  that  source.  Mr.  P. 
said,  if  they  permitted  importation,  and  continued 
the  war,  it  was  ruin  to  the  best  interests  of  this 
country.  Mr.  P.  saidj  that  we  now  began  to  dis- 
cover what  many  nations  had  experienced  before 
us — that  we  could  not  contend  with  the  British 
naval  power,  and  we  may  as  well  conform  to  cir- 
cnmstances,  in  that  respect,  first  as  last.  Mr.  P. 
said,  it  seeined  as  though  we  had  just  found  out 
that  it  was  necessary,  not  only  to  have  fleets  and 
armies  to  carry  on  war,  but  that  money  was  of 
some  importance;  and  it  seemed  to  be  difficult  te 
procure  the  sum  wanted.  Mr.  P.  said  we  had 
everything  to  lose  and  nothing  to  gain  by  this 
war,  and  nothing  but  peace  would  relieve  us, 
which  he  hoped  would  soon  take  place,  when  we 
may  be  permitted  to  sail  in  our  own  ships  and 
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earry  our  owd  produce  to  market,  and  bring  back 
what  we  may  waot  Iq  return,  and  otber wise  man- 
age our  own  afik^rs  in  our  own  way.  Mr.  P.  aaid 
he  was  aware  that  many  people  might  suppose 
hQ  was  interested  in  manufactuces^  but  be  was 
not,  nor  did  he  wish  tbe  double  duties  extended ; 
be  wished  them,  and  the  non-importation  act,  to 
expire  with  the  war. 

Mr.  P.  said,  as  he  took  the  liberty  to  oppose  and 
6nd  fault  with  this  measure,  he  would  point  out 
^hat,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  a  better  course  for 
the  Administration  to  pursue,  to  answer  the  pur- 
poses they  seemed  to  haye  in  yiew ;  but  he  sup- 
posed they  would  much  rather  have  his  opposi- 
tion than  his  advice.  Mr.  P.  said,  before  he  would 
pass  this  bill,  and  let  it  follow  our  Commissioners 
to  Gottenburg,  givinr  up  everythinf^  we  had  sup- 
posed would  have  bad  any  operation  upon  the 
£nglish  nation,  and  even  more  than  she  would 
think  of  asking,  if  he  wished  not  only  to  soppcurt 
the  honor  and  interest  of  tbe  natiooj  but  even  the 
piesent  party  in  power,  and  to  enable  them  to 
tmke  an  honorable  peace,  or  to  continue  the  war, 
he  would  immediately  lay^azes  and  postpone  the 
collection  of  them  until  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, and  pledge  them  to  pay  the  interest  of  the 
money  that  should  be  borrowed  this  year,  pi'o- 
▼ided  the  war  continued ;  he  would  then  borrow 
all  the  money  wanted  for  the  service  of  this  year ; 
be  would  then  make  a  sincere  ex'ertion  to  make 
an  honorable  peace,  and  in  such  manner  as,  if  it 
failed;  he  shoald  be  able  to  demonstrate  to  the 
people  that  we  had  done  everything  that  ought 
to  be  reouired  of  us  to  put  an  end  to  this  ruinous 
war.  If  we  should  have  peace  the  taxes  would 
not  be  wanted,  the  collection  of  them  could  be 
iuspended,  and  the  laws  repealed;  but  if  we  were 
obliged  to  continue  the  war^  we  should  haye  the 
IBoney  to  carry  it  on,  and  the  people  would  thus 
^y  their  taxes  cheerfully  to  support  the  honor 
and  credit  of  the  country ;  and  thoae  who  have 
9oney,  under  such  a  sute  of  things,  would  loan 
it  to  the  €k>vernment. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  knew  very  well,  as  his  constitu- 
ents were  a  navigating  and  manufacturing  people. 
mi  first  view  the  Message  of  the  President  would 
•eem  to  favor  their  interest,  and  it  would  have 
been  gratifying  to  him  if  he  could  have  so  eon- 
aidered  it.  To  those  concerned  in  navigation  the 
repeal  of  the  non-importation,  act  was  held  out, 
ahe  repeal  of  which  would  be  of  very  little  ad- 
vantage to  them,  unless  we  could  have  peace ;with 
it;  which  would  tiien,  and  not  untU  then,  pot  it 
in  the  power  of  those  concerned  in  eoouiieree,  by 
their  enterprise  and  industry,  again  to  use  thetf 
ikWJ^  capital  and  ships  to  transact  their  own  busi- 
»ess,  and  in  that  way  to  enrich  themselves  and 
the  nation,  by  employing  our  own  people  to  traa- 
aact  our  own  business,  rather  than  to  enrich  for- 
fskners,  while  our  own  are  suffering  for  the  want 
of  their  usual  business.  To  those  concerned  in 
paanufactures,  the  extension  of  double  duties  are 
beld  out;  they  never  were  put  on  to  aid  them, 
por  would  they  ever  be  extended  for  their  benefit ; 
it  would  only  deceive  them — it  is  not  intended. 

Mr.  P.  said,  when  he  saw  his  friends  nearly  aU  I 


in  favor  of  this  bill,  and  but  a  small  minority  op^ 
posed  to  it,  he  was  almost  led  to  doubt  the  cov- 
rectness  of  his  vote ;  but  he  said  he  had  made  up 
his  mind,  from  the  best  consideration  he  had  beea 
able  to  give  the  subject,  and  that  he  could  not 
bring  his  tnind  to  vote  for  a  measure,  in  hia 
opinion,  so  destructive  to  the  best  interests  of  his 
country^  so  humiliating  to  us  as  a  nation,  and  a» 
submissive  and  gratifying  to  Great  Britain.  Mr. 
P.  said,  if  this  was  the  last  vote  he  should  ever 

give,  and  that  he  should  be  alone  in  it,  he  should 
ave  the  consolation  of  having  acted  according 
to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  and  in  tbe  full  be- 
lief that  the  more  this  subject  was  examined,  if 
the  war  continued,  the  more  the  majority  would 
doubt  the  correctness  of  the  vote  they  had  g;tTea 
on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Ehba,  of  Tennessee,  briefly  replied  to  Mr. 
Potter,  in  a  strain  of  good  humored  retoct. 

Mr^  Clopton,  of  Virginia,  in  a  decided  and 
impressive  manner,  deriving  additional  iotereat 
from  the  debility  with  which  a  tedious  illness  baa 
afflicted  him,  and  under  which  he  yet  labors,  va- 
hemently  opposed  the  bilL  contending  that  to  paaa 
it  would  be  to  react  the  farce,  as  he  termed  it,  of 
the  repeal  of  the  first  embargo ;  that  it  mild 
protract  the  war  forty  years,  aad  degrade  tba 
character  of  the  nation  lor  firmness,  energy,  SAd 
consistencyt 

Mr.  Shipberd,  of  New  York,  supported  the 
bill  on  the  ground  of  his  general  detestation  of 
the  restrictive  system ;  and  congmtulatiM  tkm 
House  and  the  nation  on  the  enect  wbicb  he 
hoped  this  measure  would  have  to  blunt  the  aa- 
perities  of  party,  and  unite  the  country,  ke. 

When  Mr.  S.  concluded — 

The  question  on  ordering  tbe  biH  lo  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time,  was  de^eided  in  tbe 
affirflBative-^yeas  115)  nays  38,  as  follows: 

YiAs — Messrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer,  Bajfies 
of  MMsaehusetts,  Besll,  Btgek>w,  Bmwn,  Boyd,  Brad- 
bury, Breekenridge,  Brigham,  Brown,  Ceperton,  Cil- 
houn,  Champidn,  Cfaafmell,  Ciltoy,  Ctaik,  Comstoek, 
Cottdict,  Cooper,  Cox,  Crsighton,  Cmmch,  OaJJpeMr, 
Daittaport,  Davis  of  Penl^ylvmntf^  DuvaU,  Ehr,  Bf^ 
pes.  Evens,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fiak  of  New  Yiifk»  For- 
n^,  For«^  Gaston,  Geddes,  Gholsoo,  Goodwy»» 
Gourdin,  Grosvenor,  Grundy,  HaU,  Harris,  Hasbnmck, 
Howell,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  IngenoU,  Irving, 
Jackson  of  Bhode  Island,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  New 
York,  Kent  of  MaiyUuid,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kilboura, 
King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina.  Law, 
Lefierts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  Millery 
Moffitt,  Montgomery,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pick- 
ering, Pickens,  Piper,  Pitkin,  Pleasanto,  Post,  John 
Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
Rldgely,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  8ey- 
bert,  Sharp,  Shefiey,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smldi  of  New  York,  Smith 
of  PennsvlvaBU,  Smith  of  Viigii^a,  Stanford,  Stout, 
Stnigai,  Taggart,  TaUmadge,  Taylor,  T^lair,  Thomp- 
son, Udree,  Voee,  Ward  of  MassachoseUs,  WuA  of 
New  Jersey,  Wheaton,  White,  Wileez,  Wilson  ot 
MaaMcfansetts,  Winter,  aad  Wrigbt. 

NAta— Messrs.  Alexander,  Bcrd»  Baraett,  Butier, 
Caldwell,  Clopton,  Conaid,  Ciawibrd,  I>enoyellaa,  Die. 
sha.  £nrfte»  Franklin^  Gnffin*  Hall,  Hawca,  T 
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•f  KentoekT,  Ljl^t  Mmdm,  McKfan, 
McLmii,  Moore,  Murfreo,  Kelfon,  Newton,  Onwiby, 
FrnthUf  Potter,  lA^UIam  Reed,  Roene,  Stoong,  Tan- 
nelttUt  TroTO,  WhitehiU,  WOMm  of  PeMujlTanta, 
Wood,  end  xenoey* 

So  the  bill  was  passed  to  a  third  ratdiDg. 

On  the  question  when  it  should  be  reed  a  third 
time,  some  conversation  took  place.  Mr.  Cal- 
BOiUf  advocated  this  day,  and  Messrs.  Nbwton 
und  Wriobt,  to-morrow. 

The  House  determined  it  should  be  read  a 
third  time  to-day. 

The  engrossed  hill  ijras  then  accordingly  read 
m  third  time,  and  the  question  stated,  "  Shall  the 
billiMissr 

Mr.  Hall,  of  Gkorgia,  suted  the  reasons  why 
he  should  vote  against  the  bill.  He  belicTed  its 
raai  object  to  be,  notwithstanding  what  was  avow* 
ed,  to  raise  money  for  the  aerviee  of  the  Gk>yem' 
ment.  He  did  not  think  this  would  be  a  proper 
or  beneficial  mode  of  doing  it;  and  such  was  the 
system  now  pursued,  that  nothing .  but  the  inter- 
position of  Pro?ideace  in  producing  a-.s[^edy 
peace  could  save  the  nation  from  dia^race. 

Mr.  WnioBT,  of  Maryland,  sUted  the  reasons 
why  he  should  vote  in  faror  of  the  bill,  which 
were  snbstantially  the  aan^  as  those  assigned  by 
Mr.  Caleioon  yesterday,  viz :  the  kte  change  in 
those  circumstances  which  rendered  the  restrie- 
tive  ayatem  an  efficient  weapon  of  war.  He 
lioped  the  time  now  approached  when,  as  in  the 
days  of  the  Reyolution,  all  parties  would  rallf 
round  the  standard  of  the  oouatry,  and  support 
the  Qovernment  in  the  prosecution  of  the  wiUr. 

A  motion  wa»  then  made  to.  adjourn,,  and  neg- 
atived. 

Mr.  NnwTON  next  took  the  floor,  and  in  a  neat 
and  forcible  speech  of  half  an  he«r,  spread  beiore 
the  House  the  reasons,  founded  on  the  utility  of 
the  reatrietive  system  as  a  war  measure,  and  the 
necessity  of  stability  in  the  measures  of  Qovam* 
ment,  which  induced  him  to  vote  against  the  bill. 
The  causes  which  produced  the  embarf  o  he  oon^ 
ceived  to  o))erate  imperiously  at  this  moment, 
when  the  campaign  in  the  North  was  about  open- 
ing, and  our  supplies^  which  would  certainly  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  would  be  more  use- 
fill  to  him  tbiin  at  any  naoment. 

When  Mr.  Nbwton  concluded,  the  queetion  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill  was  decided  as  follows : 

Ybas  Mewra.  Alsten,  Andesson,  Archer,  Bayliet  of 
MaMaihnastts,Beall,Bigetow,Bowen,Boyd,Bniflmiy, 
toeekeniidge,  firi^Mm,  3rown,  O^perton,  Calhonn, 
Chraipkm,  Chapfjell,  Cillev,  Clark,  Gomstoek,  Condiet, 
Cooper,  Cox,  Creightoo,  Cronch,  Cnlpeper,  Cuthbert, 
l>cvflnport,  BaTis  of  PenQaylvania,  Duyall,  Ely,  £p- 
Ms,  Evans,  Farrow,  FindiW,  Fisk  of  Nsw  Yodc, 
Porney,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Oeddes,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Gonrdin,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Harris,  Hi^brouck,  Howel^ 
Humphreys,  HungeHbrd,  Ingersoll,  Irving,  Jackson  of 
Bhode  Island,  Jackson  of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  Kent  of 
Hew  York^  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kil- 
bonin.  King  of  Massachusetts,  King^of  North  Carolina, 
Law,  Lelferts,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Markell,  Mil- 
ler, Moffit,  Montgomenr,  Moselev,  Oakley,  Pearson, 
iKdEerfng,  Piekens,  P^,  Pitkin,  Pleasants,  Post, 
Mbi  Bead,  Bea  of  Peansyboiia,  Bbea  of  TenneMee, 


Bidi,  Bidgely,  Ringgdd,  Robertson,  Rnggles,  Sevier, 
Seybeit,  Sharp,  ShcdOby,  Sherwood,  Shipherd,  Skinner, 
Smith  of  New  Hampshire,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith 
of  Virginia,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Stnrges,  Taggart,  Tall- 
madge,  Taylor,  Telfiur,  Thompson,  Udree,  Vose, 
Ward  of  Massacl^usetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Wheap 
ton.  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  Winter, 
and  Wright— 115. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Bard,  Bamett,  Butler, 
Caldwell,  Clopton,  Coniffd,  Crawford,  Denoyelles,  De- 
sha^ Earle,  Franklin,  Hall,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Ingham* 
Irvrin,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Lyle,  Macon,  McKin^ 
McLean,  Moore,  Morfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby, 
Parker,  Potter,  William  Reed,  Roane,  Strong,  Tanne- 
hill,  Troup,  Whitehill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Yancey — 87. 

Ordered^  That  the  title  be,  "An  act  to  repeal 
an  act,  eu titled  *An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,'  and  so  much  of  any  acts  as  pro- 
hibit the  importation  of  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, of  tue  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture, 
of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  of  any  of  the  col- 
onies or  depeudeocies,  or  of  aoy  place  or  country 
in  the  actual  possession  of  Great  Britain,  and  for 

other  purposes.'^ 

• 

Friday,  April  8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gbundt,  the  committee  ap- 
pelated to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  National  Bank,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  that  subject. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  "for 
the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the  State  of 
Louisiaua  and  Territory  of  Mtssonri,"  were  read, 
and  referred  Co  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Ejaadi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Gkneral  Land  Office  was  required 
to  procure,  for  the  uae  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Pvk^ie  Lands,  ail  such  maps,  plats,  and  surre^rs, 
as,  in  his  opinion^  may  aid  the  said  committee  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Jaokson's  motion  to  amend  the  bill 
by  substituting  the  first  Monday  of  Norember  for 
the  third  Monday  in  October,  bein^  still  under 
eonsideration,  he  modified  said  motion  so  as  to 
enbstitate  the  last  Monday  of  October  thereof. 

The  amendment  was  -accepted  by  the  House, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  ^  to  define  more  explicitly  the  duties  of  the 
Judges  of  the  General  Court  of  the  Territory  of 
Illinois  and  Indiana  ;*'  and  the  amendments  re- 
ported by  the  Judiciary  Committee  thereto  were 
disaffreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  bill  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and  after  con- 
siderable debate,  m  which  Mr.  Jenniiigs  sup- 
ported and  Mr.  Eppss  principally  opposed  the 
btll;  it  was  decided  in  the  negatire;  so  the  bill 
rejected. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2008 


HISTORY  OP  OONChRBSea 


20(M 


H. ofIL 


Ckmirovenka  bet^oeen  States, 


April,  181i. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Plbasants,  of  Virginia,  the 
Speaker  of  this  House  was  instructed  to  inform 
the  E;|[ecutiTe  of  Virginia  of  the  death  of  John 
Dawson,  one  of  the  Representatives  of  said  State. 

The  House  took  up  the  resolution  submitted 
by  Mr.  Wrioht,  of  Maryland,  the  day  before 
yesterday,  viz:  *^That  no  amendment  by  wav  of 
rider  be  hereafter  received  to  a  bill  on  its  third 
reading ;''  and,  after  some  explanations  from  Mr. 
W.  on  the  ground  of  uniformity  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  House,  the  motion  was  agreed  to  by  a 
large  majority. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  P.  Wil- 
liamson and  Thomas  Rice^  and  the  engrossed 
bill  for  the  relief  of  B.  W.  Crownioshield,  were 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  for  ascertaining  titles  to  lands  in  that 
part  of  Louisiana  which  lies  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Island  of  New  Orleans  f  and  the  en- 
grossed bill  supplementary  to  an  act  "  to  provide 
lor  the  widows  and  orphans  of  militia  disabled 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  were  also 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Cahoone  and 
o^ers,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed  \  as  also 
was  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  Cu;ler. 

The  enjfrossed  bill  to  provide  for  the  collection,* 
preservation  and  exhibition  of  sitch  aitandards  as 
have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  taken  by  the  Army 
and  Navy  of  the  United  States  from  their  enemies, 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress  (last  Monday  i«  October 
next)  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  extending  relief  to  certain  purchasers 
of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  subdivision  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  passed  through  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  more  effective  protection  of 
the  Northwestern  frontier,  by  granting  donations 
of  land  to  actual  settlers,  passed  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  where  it  was  amended  and 
reported  to  the  House.  But  the  House  refused 
to  proceed  to  consider  the  report. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  **  to  incorpo- 
rate a  company  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
Georgetown  with  waterp  also,  a  bill  '*anthor- 
izinff  the  appointment  of.  certain  officers  for  the 
flotilla  service ;"  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

CONTROVERSIES  BETWEEN  STATES. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  to  prescribe 
the  mode  of  prosecuting  and  deciding  controver- 
sies between  two  or  more  States,  being  called  up 
by  Mr.  Desha  of 'Kentucky^, 

Mr.  Gholson,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the 
order  of  the  day  be  postponed  indefinitely^ 

Mr.  MoNTGOMERT,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  the 
postponement,  and  read  the  memorial  of  the  h^ 


gidlatare  of  Kentucky,  requesting  that  s«di  a  l«w 
may  be  passed. 

A  warm  debate  took  place  thereon,  which  oc- 
cupied the  House  till  4  o'clock  ;  in  the  coorw  of 
which  the  motion  for  postponement  was  support- 
ed by  Mr.  Gholson,  Mr.  Humphrbys,  Mr.  Geun- 
DT,  Mr.  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Alston  of  North 
Carolina,  and  Mr.  Whigbt  of  Md.— and  warm- 
ly opposed  by  Mr.  Hawkins,  Mr.MoNTOOMERT, 
Mr.  Desha,  and  Mr.  Sharp  of  Kentucky,  and 
by  Mr.  Jackson  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Farrow 
of  South  Carolina.^ 

It  appeared,  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  that 
the  necessity  which  had  produced  the  memorial  of 
Kentucky,  and,  in  consequence  thereof,  the  intro- 
duction of  the  bill  before  the  House,  arose  from 
the  existence  of  a  controversy  between  the  States 
of  Kentucky  atkd  Tennessee,  in  relation  to  the 
boundary  line,  which  dispute  had  commenced 
between  the  mother  States  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina  before  the  birth  of  the  two  first  named 
States,  and  which  it  appears  the  two  States  caa- 
not  accommodate ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  settle* 
ment  of  which  becomes  everjr  day  less  practica- 
ble, from  the  lapse  of  time,  irritation  by  repeated 
collision,  and  nhe  increased  value  of  the  land 
which  is  in  dispute,  having  been  granted  to  dif- 
ferent individuals  at  the  same  time  by  both 
States. 

The  discussion  was  not  confined  to  the  abstract 
expediency  of  legislating  on  the  subject  of  tht 
bill,  but  more  op  less  connected  itself  with  the 
merit  of  the  conflicting  claims  of  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky  to  the  land,  the  titles  to  which  are 
jeopardized  and  unsettled  in  consequence  of  this 
dispute.  An  opinion  was  expressed  by  the  mem- 
bers of  Tennessee. that  the  question  may  be  ami- 
cably settled,  without  the  intervention  of  such 
a  law. 

On  the  question  there  were  for  indefinite  post- 
ponement 56,  against  it  27. 

A  quorum  not  being  present,  of  course  the 
question  coulid  not  be  decided  on.  And  the  House 
adjourned. 


Satdrday,  April  9. 

Mr.  RoBBRTsoN.  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  the  agreement  of  that  com- 
mittee to  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  "for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri." The  amendments  were  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Wavs  anil 
Means,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  laying 
duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous 
liquors,  and  foreign  merchandise,  and  lor  oth^ 
purposes ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next* 

Mr.  Eppes,  also,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  George  Hamilton,  which  was  read  twice^ 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppbs,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
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ther  coDti^eiatsmL  of  the  seversl  petitiooB  which 
hare  been  presented  to  this  HoaaOi  during  the 
present  session,  and  referred  to  them,  from  sandry 
inhaliitants  of  the  States  of  Massachusetts,  Con- 
neettent,  and  New  Yoric,  who  are  non-resident 
proprietors  of  land  and  houses  in  the  State  of 
Ohio;  asd  the  said  petitions  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Ftn0,  of  New  York,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  manner  of 
making  contracts  for  supplying  the  Armv  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  what  extent  general  officers 
hare  interfered  in  snch  contracts  prejudicial  to 
the  public  interest  and  to  rights  or  indiridoals, 
nnade.a  report ;  wnich  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
He  on  the  table. 

The  Spbaksr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  letter  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
aoeompanied  with  sundry  statements  prepared 
in  obedience  to  an  act  establishing  a  Mint  and 
r^gakttng  the  coins  of  the  United  States ;  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^<  authorizing  the 
afpointOMnt  of  certain  officers  for  the  flotilU  ser- 
Tie%''  was  read  twice,  ant)  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affiiirs. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^'  to  incorporate  a 
eorapanjr  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  Gherge- 
town  with  water^''  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  the  third  time  on  Monday  iiext. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Mocndment  of  the  Senate,  to  the  bill  "  declaring 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  Gkneru 
Assembly  of  the  Stete  of  Tennessee,  therein  men- 
tioned ;*'  and  the  said  amendment  being  again 
read,  w;^  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

An  engrossid  bill  to  extend  relief  toeertain 
imrehasers  of  public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  subdivision 
of  the  quarter  seetionaof  the  lands  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  reafolution  for  making  an  allowance  to  the 
pcffsofl  employed  to  superintend  the  post  office  of 
this  House,  was  again  taken  up ;  and  two  dollars 
per  ^y  having  been  fixed  upon  as  the  compensa- 
tioBL  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  resnmed  the  consideration  of  the 
aiSaished  business  of  yesterdajr,  viz :  the  bill  j>re^ 
icribing  the  mode  of  commencio^  and  prosecv^ting 
and  deciding  controversies  between  two  or  more 
States;  and  Mr.  HuMPHfiEYSjof  Tennessee,  hav- 
ing withdrawn  his  motion  to  pos^ne  the  further 
consideration  thereof  indefinitely,  the  question 
was  taken  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a 
Coamittee  o£  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill,  and  dt* 
etded  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State,  du- 
ring the  eontinuance  of  the  present  war,  to  make 
aa  additional  allawance  to  the  owners  and  mas- 
teis  ctf  veiels  for  bringing  back  to  the  United 
Scales  destitute  and  distressed  American  seamen, 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole^  and 
was  ardwred  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

ThebiU  for  the  relief  of  Augustus  MoKmney  and 


Laysel  Bancroft,  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and,  after  being  amended,  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  Tappan,  John 
Frothiogham,  and  Ithamar  Eaton,  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and,  after  an  unsuc- 
cessful motion  by  Mr.  Eppes  to  postpone  the  same 
indefinitely,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senat  insist  on  their  amendment  to  the 
bill  "  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
therein  mentioned,"  and  ask  a  conference  on  the 
subject-matter  of  the  said  amendment.  The  Sen- 
ate have  concurred  in  the  resolution  seat  from  this 
House,  to  fix  the  time  for  the  adjournment  of  the 
present^  session*  of  Congress,  with  amendments. 
The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  *'  fixing  the  salary 
of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
and  allowing  a  sum  for  the  employment  of  addi- 
tional clerks  in  his  office,  for  the  year  1814,  and 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  assistant  district 
paymasters  f*  in  which  bill  and  amendments  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  spent  some  time  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole^on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Cutts,  which  excited  much  debate,  on  account  of 
the  principle  involved  in  it.  And  the  Commit* 
tee  having  risen  without  deciding  on  it,  the  re- 
port was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Setbbrt,  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  House  took  up  the  message  from  the  Sen<» 
ate  announcing  their  agreement  to  adjourn  on 
Monday  the  iSh  insunt. 

Mr.  GndLSON,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  substitute 
the  14th  for  the  18th  instant,  which  motion  was 
negatived.  ^ 

And  the  decision  of  the  Senate  in  this  respect 
was  concurred  in. 

REVISiaN  OP  THE  REVENUE  LAWS. 
Mr.  McKiM  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
manufacturers  in  the  city  and  neighborhood  of 
Baltimore,  praying  that  the  revenue  laws  may 
be  amended  so  as  to  ascertain,  with  greater  cer- 
tainty, the  amount  of  diities  payable  on  impor- 
tations of  ffoods;  and,  that  the  importation  of 
cotton  fi;oods,  from  ports  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Grood  l£>pe,  may  be  prohibited. 

The  petition  is  as  follows : 
To  the  honorable,  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  your  petitiMiers,  manu&cturers  of 
the  city  ^d  neighborhood  of  Baltimore,  and  others, 
who  Mel  interested  in  the  promotion  of  domestic 
roanafacturet,  respectfully  represent : 
That  they  have  long  understood,  it  ia  the  opinion 
of  many  merchants  engaged  in  the  importation  of  for- 
eign manufactured  merohandise,  that  the  mode  at 
present  used  to  ascertain  the  duties  thereon  is,  in 
many  respects,  very  defective,  not  calculated, either  to 
protect  the  interests  of  the  United  States  in  a  ftill  receipt 
of  revenue,  or  the  honest  importer  firom  the  praotices 
of  the  fraudulent  one,  and  thai  some  amendment  to 
the  present  collection  law  is  absolutely  necessaiT. 
They  are  now  under  the  impression,  diat  a  law  wiitt 
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aoon  be  pafloed,  which  will  haTe  the  eSsCt  to  produce 
mn  entire  change  in  the  uinal  manner  of  introdncing 
euch  roanafaGtures,  at  leaet  those  which  are  of  British 
origin,  through  the  medium  of  neutrals,  and,  therefore, 
it  is  more  desirable  than  ever,  that  such  an  amend- 
ment should  be  made  without  delay,  because,  if  this 
law  should  pass,  an  immense  importation  of  goods 
will  no  doubt  take  place  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks^ 
and  if  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  collection  law 
should  not  be  made  previous  thereto,  the  United  States 
will  no  doubt  suffer-  a  great  loss  of  revenue,  and  m 
injury  proportional  thereto  will  be  done  to  domestic 
manufactures.  It  is  of  little  moment  to  the  importer 
what  is  the  rate  of  duty  which  he  has  to  pay,  because 
he  alwa;jrs  calculates  on  its  reimbursement;  but  it  is 
o(  vital  importance  to  him,  and  to  the  security  of  the 
Mfvenue,  that  the  same  duty  is  paid  on  the  same  kind 
and  quality  of  goods  by  ev^  importer  in  the  United 
States.  To  endeavor  to  obtain  siichioi  amendmeat 
to  the  present  collection  law  as  will  have  this  effipot^is 
ik^  principal  object  of  thie  petition,  and  your  petition- 
ers are  the  more  solicitous  for  it  from  a  full  belief  that 
while  it  will  jNrotect  the  interests  of  the  fair  trader, 
and  increaae  the  revenue,  it  will  also  support  the  num- 
ufactories  already  established  in  the  United  States  and 
ibrward  and  encourage  the  erection  of  many  others 
now  in  contemplation. 

Your  petitioners  further  represent,  that  they  believe 
a  prohibtion  of  the  importation  of  cotton  goods  the 
manufacture  of  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  would  very  materially  tend  to  benefit  the  agri- 
cultural interest  of  the  country,  by  creating  a  constant 
and  steady  demand  fbr  raw  cotton,  and  that,  while  it 
would  encourage  the  manufacture  of  coarse  cotton 
£U)rics,  it  would  serve  as  an  important  check  to  the 
eoEDortation  of  specie. 

Tour  petitioners  therefore  pray  that  an  act  or  aetslnay 
be  passed  for  the  purposes  stated,  or  that  sneh  <ither 
felief  maybe  granted  in  the  premises  astohothHooses 
of  Congress  may  appear  to  be  right,  and  your  peti- 
tioners, as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pcay,  dec 

Signed  by  the  subscribers,  a  coaumttee  appointed 
for  this  purpose,  at  a  meeting  held  at  the  Merchants' 
Coffee  House,  in  Baltimore,  the  6th  day  of  April,  16;4. 
JOHN  HH^LEN, 
WM.  PATTERSON, 
SAMUEL  HARDEN, 
ROBERT  MciaM, 
JOHN  GILL, 
NATHAN  LEVERING, 
EDWARD  GRAY. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 


Monday,  AprU  11. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  <*  fixing  the  salary  of 
the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  of  the  iTnited  States, 
and  allowjq^  a  sum  for  the  employment  of  addi- 
tional clerks  in  his  office,  for  the  year  1814,  and 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  assistant  district 

Siymasters,"  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  tjl^e 
ommittee  on  Militi^ry  Affair^. 
.  The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  meeme 
fKom  the  ^nate,  asking  a  conference  upon  the 
eubjeet-fliaiter  of  the  amendments  dependiag  be- 
tpeea  the  twa  Houses  to  the  bill  *'  deolariaff  tke 
ent  of  CoDgsess  to  fta  act  of  the  GcaeraT  Aa- 


tevMf  of  the  State  of  Tenneaaee,  dMreiu  mea- 
tioned:"  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  ooa* 
ference  asked  bv  the  Senate,  and  tlmt  Mr.  GaimvT, 
Mr.  Eppes,  and  Mr.  Telfair,  be  the  managen  at 
the  same  on  their  part. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wriqht,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  rais- 
ing the  floor  and  completing  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives' Chamber  for  the  accommodatioo  and 
health  of  the  members.  Mr.  Wriobt,  Mr.  Sbbf- 
FET,  Mr*  Pitkin,  Mr.  FoRarre,  and  Mr.  Snotp, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  '^authorizing  the  paymeal  for  property  cap- 
tured or  destroyed  whilst  in  the  pabtic  aerrioe 
by  the  enemy  of  the  United  Slates^  and  the 
bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fibk,  of  New  York, 
recommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hooae* 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Aogvatoa 
McKinney  and  Laysel  Bancroft,  asd  the  «agroa- 
sed  bill,  '^aothorizing  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  da- 

*  ring  the  present  war,  to  make  an  additioDai  aU 
'  iowance  to  the  owners  and  masters  of  resselt  for 
'  bringing  back  to  the  United  fikates  destttate  and 

*  distressed  Amerioaa  seamen,"  were  each  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  biU  from  the  Senate  <'to  iacorporaca  a 
company  fbr  the  purpose  of  supplying  Oooige- 
town  with  water''  was  read  three  limes,  slight!^ 
amended,  and  finally  passed. 

The  bili  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  cause  certain  parts  of  the  ooaac  of 
the  United  States  to  be  sunreyed,  passed  throtq^h 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  amended,  aad 
ordered  to  be  eagrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  "  granting  pensions  to  officers  and  se»- 
men  sorTing  on  board  of  rerenue  euttors  in  eer- 
taiu  cases,''^  was  passed  thtough  a  Committoe  of 
the  whole  House,  and  ordered  to  be  eogrossefl  Ibr 
a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  qnietiog  and  adjusciog  eltims  to 
lands  ia  the  Mississippi  Territory,  parsed  thougb 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  amended,  and 
then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McCor,  of  Virginia,  tfre 
further  eonsideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  ia- 
definitely. 

The  bill  concerning  certificates  of  ciaima  tt> 
lands  in  the  Btateof  Loui^iiaaa,  ptfssed  through 
a  Committee  tif  the  Whole,  and; was  ordetod  to 
be  e^igrossed  lor  a  third  reading,  and  the  House 
adjoaraed. 

TuEooAT,  April  12. 
Mr.  MuRFRBS,  of  North  Carolina^  from  tk€ 
Committee  of  Commerce  aad  Manafaotttrea,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  revive  and  coaitnueia  forooao 
act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  aa  act  of 
the  State  of  Georgia  passed  oa  the  12th  day  of 
Deoember,  lS04u  establuhiag  the  fees  of  the  Imv- 
bor  master  and  nealth  ofl^oer  of  the  ports  of  Sa- 
vannah and  St.  Mary's  in  Geoffgia.*^Twico  aaad 
and  committed* 

.  Mr.  Lowif ORB,  from  the  Committee  oa  Naval 
Affiiira,  r^^orted  the  btil  from  the  Senate^  ^aa» 
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tkotk.mg  mn  aagmeatmidn  of  the  imirhM  oorp^, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  withoat  ameodneiit; 
ta4  the  bill  was  eommiued  to  t  Committee  of 
tke  trkole  Houte  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LfOWWDES  also  reported  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  **  amhoriziaff  the  appointment  of  certain 
ofliieers  for  the  ^tjTla  service ;"  and  the  bill  was 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
last  meAtio&ed. 

Mr,  LowwDES  also  reported  a  bill  authorizing 
the  purchase  of  the  ressek  captured,  on  Lake 
Erie;  which  Was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Oomimttfe  of  the  Whole  iast  mentioned^ 

Mr.  Troup,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
AJBairsi  reported  the  bill  from  the  Senate  ^^  fixing 
the  salarjrof  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  of  the 
Uniced  states,  and  allowing  a  sam  for  the  em- 
ployment of  additional  clerks  in  his  office,  for 
tiie  yelir  1814,  and  providing  for  the  appointment 
•f  aasietant  distriet-paymasters,"  without  amend- 
iBmit« 

Mr.  Chi0ifor^  from  the  mtitMgers  appointed  by 
iMs  Houtfe,  to  oonfer  with  the  managers  ap- 
poiofed  by  the  Senate,  oq  the  subject-matter  of 
the  disagreeing  rotes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
y&i  **  deeuffiftg  the  aiBsent  of  Congress  to  an  act 
of  the  Gkn»al  Assembty  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
Beseee,  therein  mentioned,^  made  a  report  there- 
on ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
tMe. 

Ab  engrossed  bill  anthorizing  the  President  of 
theUiiiied  States  to  cause  certain  parts  of  the 
eoaat  of  the  United  States  to  be  surveyed  was 
re«d  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  granting  pensions  to  officers 
mad  seamen  serving  on  board  of  revenue  cbtters. 
in  certain  ec»es,  wte  read  the  third  lime,  aticl 
passed. 

An  eo^^rossed  bill  concerning  certificates  of 
eentinDitiott  of  diiims  to  lends  in  the  State  of 
Louistana  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed^ 

On  motion  of  Mr,  McKiBr,'the  order  <n  the  dny 
on  the  bin  authorizing  the  Presidetft  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  daring  the  continuance  of  the  present 
embmfgo,  to  allow  the  tic^sportation,  by  water, 
of  Ikne  from  Thomastown  and  Hampden,  in  the 
District  of  Meine,  to  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hamp- 
slMre,  waa  postponed  indefinitely. 

The  Hodae  resotved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
die  Wbole  on  the  bill  to  authorite  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  accept  the  service  of 
snob  volanteersasehall  organize  themselves  for 
the  poblic  service. 

Mr.  Taoep  explained  (he  object  of  the  bill, 
whieh  appears  to  have  been  predicated  on  a  let- 
Mr  firem  the  Bectetary  of  War,  suggesting  -the 
propriety  of  giving  such  an  authority  to  the 
Govemment,  in  consequence  of  certain  offers  of 
service  made  by  corps  of  this  description  from 
more  thtm  one  section  of  the  counrry.  No  oh^ 
j«etion  being  made  to  the  bill,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill  y  which  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  readinsr. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  called  up  the  bill  for 
Hialring  good  the  land  promised  by  Virginia  in 
the  Revoltttioaary  war,  which  the  House  refused 


to  take  up  by  the  following  vote:  For  taking  it 
ap  42,  sgainst  it  62. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of 
David  Porter,  officers,  and  crew,  (for  seizing  and 
prosecuting,  at  his  own  cost  and  risk,  certain  ves- 
sels, smugglers  or  pirates,  at  New  Orleans,  some 
years  agoj  was  called  up  by  Mr.  Robertson,  of 
Louisiana,  passed  throi^h  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  was 
accordingly  read  a  third  time,  and  finally  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  two  lotteries  in  George- 
town, in  the  District  of  Colombia,  having  been 
called  up  by  Mr.  Lewis,  the  House  refused  to 
take  it  up.  The  Committee  of  the  Whole  were 
then  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill,  which  is  now  immediately  before  the 
House. 

The  House*  on  motion  of  Mr.  McEim,  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
to  continue  in  force  an^ct  declaring  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  two  acts  of  the  Legislatctres  of  Geor* 
gia  and  Maryland.  [These  acts,  to  which  the 
assent  of  Congress  is  proposed  to  be  renewed, 
impose  certain  port  duties  on  tonnage,  applicable 
to  the  improvement  of  ports  in  said  States.] 

To  this  bill  considerable  opposition  was  made 
by  Mr.  Davbnport  and  Mr.  Tallhadob,  of  Con- 
necticut, and  Mr.  Rbbd  and  Mr.  Kino,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, to  which  Messrs.  McKim  and  Wright, 
of  Maryland,  and  Troup,  Cutbbbrt,  and  Hall, 
of  Georgia,  replied.  The  bill  was  ordeted  to  be 
read  a  third  time  to-morrow,  by  the  following 
vote :  For  the  bill  56,  against  it  44. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Archibald  MeCaA 
(on  motion  of  Mn  Setbbrt,  of  Pennsylvania,) 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
wiis  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading 
to-morrow. 

.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Cbappbll,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Brevard 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  and  was  ac- 
cordingly read  a  third  time,  and  finally  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont;  the  bill 
to  fix  the  compensation  of  the  clerks  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  passed  through  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  was  reported  to  the 
House.  On  the  question  that  the  bill  be  read  a 
third  time,  there  were  for  \he  third  reading  38, 
against  it  43. 

A  quorum  not  having  voted  on  the  first  count, 
before  the  second  count  was  had,  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermont,  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table,  and  agreed  to. 

.  The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Columbian  Manu- 
facturing Company  of  the  town  of  Alexandria, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
-  A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Houfie 
t^t  the  S^ate  have  passed  the  bill  '*  to  repeal 
the  aot,  entitled  *An  act  laying  «Q  embargo  on 
all  ships  and  veesels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
the  United  States,  and  so  muoh  of  any  aot  or 
acta  as  prohibit  the  importation  of  goods,  wares^ 
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tLud  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  mao- 
tifacture,  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  of  any 
of  the  colonies  or  dependencies  thereof,  or  of  any 
place  or  country  in  the  actual  possession  of  Great 
Britain,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  ameod- 
ment^;  in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
this  House.  The  Senate'  have  so  far  receded 
from  their  amendment  to  the  bill  "  declaring  the 
assent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  therein  men- 
tioned," as  to  accept  of  the  modification  proposed 
by  the  committee  of  conference,  and  they  have 
modified  the  bill  accordingly.  The  Senate  have 
also  passed  a  bill  **  for  the  relief  of  Israel  Thorn- 
dike  ;"  in  which  bill  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House.  , 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate,  informing  this  House  of  their 
agreement  to  the  modification  proposed  by  the 
joint  committee  of  conference,  on  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  disag:iieeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
to  the  bill  "  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  therein  mentioned ;"  and  the  report  of 
the  same  being  read :  Whereupon, 

Besdvedj  Tnat  this  House  do  so  far  recede 
from  their  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  to  cbe  said  bill  as  to  accept  of  the 
modification  proposed  by  the  joint  committee  of 
conference. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  the  relief  of 
Israel  Thorndike,"  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures. 

EXCISE  ON  LIQUORS. 
^  The  bill  to  change  the  tax  on  domestic  dis- 
tilled liquors  from  the  capacity  of  the  still  to  the 
quantity  distilled,  having  been  called  up,  a  mo- 
tion was  made  by  Mr.  AlstoN'i  of  North  Caro* 
lina,  in  pursuance  of  a  decision  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  subsequent  to  the  bill's 
being  reported,  to  postpone  the  further  consider- 
ation o^this  order  of  the  day  indefinitely ;  which 
motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  Mr.  Grun- 
dy and  Mr.  Humphreys,  of  Tennessee^  Mr. 
Crbighton,  of  Ohio,  and  Kir.  Taylor,  of  New 
York,  principally  on  the  ground  of  the  lateness 
of  the  session,  and  the  propriety  of  ascertaining 
more  accurately  the  operation  of  the  present  sys- 
tem before  it  should  be  changed ;  and  was  opposed 
by  Mr.  McKim,  of  Maryland. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was 
decided  in  the  afiirmative  by  the  following  vote 
by  yeas  and  navs.  For  the  postponement  61, 
agamst  it  59,  as  lollows : 

YxAs — Mes8r8.Alcxander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Bard, 
Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Butler,  Caperton,  Calhoun, 
Chappell,  Clark,  Clopton,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Creighton,  Crouch,  Colpeper,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Desha,  Duvall,  Findley,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Griffin,  Grun- 
dy, Hanson,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hnmphreys,  Ingenoll, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Kil- 
boom,  Law,  Lefibfts,  Lewis,  Lyle,  Maoon,  McCoy, 
IfcLean,  Moijitgomery,  Onnsby,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pickens^  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Penn^lvania,  Rhea  of 
Temiessee,  Roane,  Sevier,  Sharp,  Shefiey,  Stanford, 


Tannehifl,  Thompson,  Udxee,  and  WOaen  of. 
sylvmnia. 

Njltb — Messrs.  Archer,  Barnett,  Baylies  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Bigelow,  Bradley,  Champion,  Cilley,  Com- 
stock.  Cooper,  Cox,  Cuthbeit,  Davenport,  Ely,  Fisk 
of  Yt,  Fisk  of  N.  T.,  Forsyth,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Gourdin,  Hale,  Hail,  Hungerford,  Irving,  Jackson  of 
Rhode  Island,  Johnson  of  Va.,  Kent  of  Md.,  King 
of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North  Carolina,  Lowndes, 
Markell,  McKim,-  Moffitt,  Moore,  Moseley,  Muifree, 
Nelson,  Oaklejr,  Parker,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William 
Reed,  Rich,  Ridgely,  Robertson,  Sage,  Seybert,  Sher- 
wood, Smith  of  New  York,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tall- 
madge,  Taylor,  Telfair,  Vole,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wmter,  and  Wright. 

:   EXPORTATION  OF  GOLD  AND  SILVER. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  biU  for  prohiblt- 
iae  the  exportation  of  sold  and  silver  coin  and 
bullion,  having  been  caUed,  up  by  Mr.  CiiLaonif, 
of  South)  Carolina,  chairman  of  |he  Conamitcce 
who  reported  it^ — 

Mr.  tViLLiAM  Rbbd.  of  Massacboaeua,  mored 
to  postpone  indefinitely  the  said  order  of  the 
day,  on  which  motion  the  vote  vru  as  foUowa: 
For  the  postponement  43,  against  it  72. 

The  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  being 
negatived,  the  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  said  bilL 

The  bill  having  been  read  through — 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject of  this  bill  he  iiad  not  much  to  say,  not  being 
conversant  in  this  matter.  Its  obj|eet,  however, 
was  to  protect  our  moneyed  institutions  from 
drains  from  abroad.  Whether  the  bill  would 
have  this  efiect  or  not,  he  could  noi  amy  $  his 
opinion  must  be  regulated  by  that  of  those  who 
were  conversant  on  it.  Candor  required  him  to 
say  he  had  some  doubts  of  the  entire  effioaay  of 
this  bill,  and  feared  that  the  facility  of  exporting 
an  article  of  so  small  a  bulk  as  specie  or  buUioa 
would  evade  the  most  suenuous  efforts  of  our 
custom-house  officers. 

Mr.  McKiM,  of  Maryhiud,  moved  to  aoMiid 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  fourth  section,  which 
permits^  under  strict  r^ulatioos,  the  exportation 
of  specie  coastwise.  His  idea  was  that  specie 
would  never  be  transported  by  sea,  because  of  the 
risk,  unless  intended  to  be  conveyed  to  the  ene- 
my ;  and,  therefore,  though  he  felt  no  gn«t  *oli- 
oitude  about  this  bill,  he  was  desirous,  if  it  pnased, 
that  this  section  should  be  struck  out. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  was  mo- 
tived bya  large  majority. 

Mr.  William  RExn,  of  Massachoaetis,  object- 
ed to  this  bill  because  likely  to  be  ineffieient ; 
and  as  a  reinaining  feature  of  the  restrictive  aya- 
tern,  which,  if  it  was  to  go  down,  he  wished  to 
go  down  aitogether.  The  bill  would  have  no 
other  effect  than  to  put  the  exportation  of  apeeie 
into  the  hands  of  smugglers  instead  of  honest 
merchants ;  and  would  rather  increase  than  di- 
minish iL 

Mr.  Inoersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  an 
amendment  to  the  bill,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  allow  the  exportation,  in  vesaels  bound  to  ports 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  of  specie  in 
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MiflfeiMt  amooDC  to  pay  the  duties  on  the  cargo 
of  the  vessel  on  its  arrifal  at  its  port  of  destina- 
tion, Ac.  Without. such  an  amendment,  the  ef- 
fect of  the  bill  would  be^  he  conceived,  to  pro- 
hibit all  trade  to  ports  in  China  or  India,  as  the 
duties  were  there  required  to  be  paid  in  specie  im- 
mediately on  the  arrival  of  the  vessel. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, and  negatived  by  a  large  majority. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  Potter,  of  Rhode  Island,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  and  spoke  in  sup- 
port of  his  motion.  He  raid  you  might  as  ra- 
tionally and  almost  as  certainly  expect  a  law  to 
be  effectual  to  prevent  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the 
tid^  as  a  law  to  prevent  specie  from  finding  its 
lere), 

Mr.  GaoBVENOR,  of  New  York,  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  motion.  His  objection  was  not  to  the 
Briacjple  of  the  bill,  but  to  the  futility  of  such  a 
kw  to  accomplish  the  object  in  view.  Such  an 
a«c,  he  contended,  must  be  ineffectual,  and  was 
tethar  objectionable  in  his  view  as  a  remaining 
feature  of  a  system  for  which  he  felt  almost  an 
iastinctive  abhorrence.  The  provisions  of  the 
bill  were  of  an  odious  character,  and,  as  the  bill 
eoold  have  no  effect,  he  hoped  it  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  Calhoun  said  that  no  gentleman,  he  be- 
lieved, conceived  that  this  bill,  if  passed,  would 
be  completely  effectual.  The  only  question  was, 
would  it  deaden  the  current  of  exportation  oi 
specie?  Some  appeared  to  think  it  would ;  and 
this  was  the  opinion  of  many  of  the  banks  in 
the  country.  Others  thought  differently,  howeveir. 
and,  for  himself,  he  had  not  made  up  his  own  mina 
•Q  the  aubject,  though  at  present  inclined  to  sop- 
port  Che  bill. 

Mr.  Tallmaimb,  of  Connecticut,  spoke  in 
fiivor  of  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 
If  the  measure  had  not  been  recommended  by 
the  President,  it  would  never  have  bden  thought 
of  by  any  member  of  either  House.  He  objected 
to  the  details  of  the  bill,  which  were  of  the  same 
odfoos  character  as  the  provisions  of  the  embargo 
laws.  He  stated  several  other  objections  to  the 
bill ;  amons[  which  were,  that  it  was  trifling  with 
the  solennity  of  oaths,  and  demoralixioff  the 
people  of  our  country,  to  exa^t  oaths  in  reuuion 
to  trivial  matters ;  and  that  it  was  a  contiaoatioB 
of  the  system  of  arming  citizen  against  citizen, 
and  setting  neighbors  as  spies  upon  each  other, 
4e.  Bspeeially  he  objected  to  these  provisions, 
when  be  believed  they  could  not  produce  any 
possible  beneficial  effect. 

Mr.  PoTTBK  again  spoke  in  support  of  his  mo- 
tioa,and 

Mr.  Hale,  of  New  Hampshire,  also  spoke 
•fainst  the  bill.  He  said  the  bill,  although  it 
would  not  prevent  the  exportation  of  specie, 
would  have  the  efiect  to  prevent  its  importation, 
rad  thus  diminish  instead  of  increasing  the  spe- 
cie capital  of  the  country. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  was  decided  as  follows:  For  striking 
it  out  50,  against  it  59. 


So  the  House  refused  to  strike  out  the  first 
section. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  renewed  the  motion  which  he 
had  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  which 
was  agsin  negatived. 

Mr.  William  Reed  then  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  so  as  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  bill  which 
limits  its  duration  to  two  years  or  the  close  of 
the  present  war,  and  insert  "  to  the  end  of  th6 
next  session  of  Congress;"  which  motion,  being 
acceded  to  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hale  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.— 
Negatived. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  fifth  section  of  the  bill.  Negatived— ayes 
36. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

REPEAL  OF  THE  EMBARGO. 

The  House  took  up  the  message  of  the  Sen- 
ate announcing  their  passage  of  the  act  repealing 
the  embargo,  d^c.»  with  amendments  (to  strike 
out  the  third  and  fourth  sections.) 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  amendments. 

This  question  was  decided  without  debate  by 
yeas  and  nays— For  the  amendments  68,  against 
them  52,  as  follows : 

Ybas — ^Msssrs.  Alston,  Anderson,  Baylies  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Bigelow,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Cal- 
houn, Champion,  Chappel^  Cilley,  Clark,  Oomstodk, 
Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton,  Culpeper,  Dayenport,  Du- 
vall,  Ely,  Forn^,  Forsyth,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosrenor, 
Hale,  Hanson,  Hungerford,  Inger«>ll,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  King  of  Massachusetts,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndes,  Ma- 
con, Markell,  Miller,  Moffit,  Montgomery,  Moseley, 
Murfree,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pleasants,  John  Reed,  Wii^ 
ham  Reed,  Ridgely,  Robertson,  Seybert,  Shefiey,  Sher- 
wood, Stanford,  Stnrges,  Taggart,  TaUmadge,  Taylor, 
Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wikox,  Winter,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Ardier,  Bard,  Bamett, 
Beall,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Crouch,  DaVis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Eppes,  Find- 
ley,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwyn, 
Gourdin,  Grifl^,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrotick, 
Hawes,  Humphreys,  Irving,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kershaw,  Kilbourn,  Lcibrta, 
Lyle,  McCoy,  McLane,  Moore,  Nelson,  Ormsby,  Par- 
ker, Pickens,  Piper,  Potter,  Rea  of  Pennsyhania, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Sage,  Sharp, 
Tanndiill,  Udree»  and  Wilson  of  PennsylTsnia. 


WfiDNfiaDAT,  April  13. 

Mr.  Bppbs,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  bill  making  additional  appro- 
priations for  the  service*of  the  year  1814 ;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to-day. 

Mr.  MuaFRKE,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  "for  the  reliefer  Israel  Thorndike,'' 
without  amendment;  and  the  bill  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 
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Mr.  Whioht,  from  tb«  select  committee  ap- 
pointed OD  the  llih  instant,  reported  a  bill  mak- 
iDg  an  appropriation  for  completing  the  Chamber 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  \  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-daf . 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by 
Mr.  HuNOBBFORD,  for  consideration : 

Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Nivy,  to  whom 
was  submitted,  by  a  resolution  of  tHls  House,  on  the 
16th  day  of  March  past,  the  petition  and  documents 
accompanying  the  same,  of  John  T.  Courtney  and 
Samud  Harrison,  and  a  report  and  resolution  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs  relative  to  the  same,  be, 
aad  he  ia  heieby)  instructed  to  make  a  report  thereon 
to  this  House.  ^ 

And,  on  the  question  to  consider  the  said  res- 
olution, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  FiiiK,X)f  New  York, 
to  refer  to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  documents 
accompanying  the  report  of  the  committee  ap» 
pom  ted  to  inquire  in  what  manner  contracts  for 
supplying  the  Army  of  the  United  Sutes  have 
been  otade,  and  to  what  extent  general  officers 
have  interfered  in  such  contracts,  prejudicial  to 
the  public  interest  or  to  the  rights  of  individuals. 

Mr.  Gholson  moved  that  the  said  motion  do 
lie  on  the  table ;  and  the  question  being  taken,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina, 
the  three  following  bills,  viz :  A  bill  authorizing 
the  increase  of  the  marine  corps ;  a  bill  to  author* 
ize  the  purchase  of  the  vessels  captured  on  Lake 
Erie ;  and  a  bill  frond  the  Senate  to  authorize  the 
appointment  of  officers  for  the  ^otilla  service, 
were  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
slightly  amended,  and  severally  ordered  to  be  read 
a  thircf  time  without  opposition. 

The  en^ssed  bill  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  accept  ihe  service  of  such 
VQlttdteer  corps  as  shall  oftoanise  themselves  for 
the  defi^ftce  of  the  United  States ;  the  eagl'oesed 
bill  ooatiiraiug  in  force  the  set  declaring  the  as- 
sent of  Congress  to  two  acts  of  the  States  of  Mary- 
land aad  Georgia }  the  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Arohrbeld  ifcCall ;  and  the  engrossed  bill  to 
incorporate  the  Columbian  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany of  Alexandria  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
were  severally  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

A  messaga  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  *^  for  the  relief 
of  James  Lloyd,''  in  which  they  ask  the  eonour- 
rence  of  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
be  discharged  from  the  ooiisjderation  of  the  bill 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the.Treasurf  to 
subscribe,  on  behalf  of  the  United  Sutes,  for  750 
shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  Company. 

Mr.  Bond,  of  Illinois,  having  called  up  the  bill 
to  authorize  the  opening  a  road  from  Shawanoe- 
town  in  Illinois  Territory,  dbc,  the  House  refused 
to  take  it  up. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Mitchell  pass- 
ed through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  but  on  the 


question  to  pass  the  said  hill  to  a  third  raft4iig|^. 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

PROTECTION  OP  THE  PRONTIER. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Kilbouiln,  that 
the  House  do  now  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
the  bill  for  the  better  protection  of  the  North- 
western frontier  of  the  United  States,  by  granting 
donations  of  land  to  actual  settlers. 

And,  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  determ- 
ined in  the  negative— yeas  36,  nays  71.  as  follows : 

TxAS — Messrs.  Alston,  Bowen»  Caldwell,  Chappellt 
Creighton,  Davis  df  Pennsylvania,  Desha,  Ely,  Far- 
row, Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forney,  Gholson, 
Goodwyn,  Giiffin»  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  Kent  of  New  York,  Kershaw,  Kilboum, 
King  of  North  Garoliiia,  Macon,  McLean,  Miller,  Mur- 
free,  Nelson,  Ormsly,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Ship- 
herd,  Smith  of  New  fork,  Bturges,  Taggait,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  and  Troup. 

Njlts— Messrs.  Archer,  Biard,  Bamett,  Baylioi  «f 
Massaehusetts,  Bovd,  Bfochanridge,  Brighoi,  Btamm, 
Oaperton,  Champion,  CiUey,  Claik,  Coopec,  Cai^ 
Crawford,  CroaeK  Calpeper,  Outhbsft»  Bppea,  Fmk 
of  New  York,  Forsyth,  Fraaklin,  Gwton,  flnliisii' 
rough,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Hasson,  Hawaii  H«i* 
gerford>  Ingecsoll,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kmh 
King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowsde^ 
Lvle,  >f  arkell,  McCoy,  McKim,  Moffit,  Montgonsery, 
Aloore,  Moseley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  PoUar^ 
William  Reed,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rich,  Ridgelj, 
Robertson,  Ruggles,  Sage,  Beybert,  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Stanford,  Talhnadge,  Tannehill,  Telfair,  Udree,  Vose, 
Ward  of  Massachusetts,  Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wibon  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Winter. 

RELATIONS  WITH  FRANCE. 

Mr.  Gastoii,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  to  ofihr  a 
motion,  which  he  prefaced  by  a  word  or  twot€ 
explanation.  The  period  of  adyMinraiant,  he  mid^ 
was  approaching,  and  an  interval  of  six  mootlM 
would  elapse  before  Congress  would  again  aono 
vene.  Mr.  6.  said  he  thought  it  very  tmportavti 
if  the  Executive  was  in  possession  of  any  ial6r« 
mation  respecting  our  relations  with  France,  imc 
already  in  possession  of  the  public,  that  it  sbovld 
be  laid  before  the  House.  He  was  dcairoi|e  of 
such  informatioa  for  another  reason*  Th«  Hottaa 
was  caUed  upon  to  legislate  in  relation  lo  Franaa^ 
on  a  bill  whieh  haa  been  reported  in  chia  Hoaaa, 
hot  aot  yet  acted  on,  to  open  our  porta  lo  tiM 
cruisers  of  FraaN^e.  The  Hooae  had  been  inforaaeiL 
too,  by  the  Prcsideat  in  hia  late  Message,  that  thm 
meet  astonishing  changes  had  taken  pnioe  on  ite 
continent  of  Earope.  It  was  iaaportaat  lo  know 
how  fttr  these  changes  affeeted  oar  telatioBa  wrkh 
France,  aad  the  poMey  of  that  meanira  he  kad 
alluded  to.  These  were  his  reasons,  and  hia  only 
reiisons,  for  offering  the  following  reaolattoa : 

Rewhedy  That  the  President  of  the  United  BtiMa 
be  requested  to  commudicale  to  this  House  any  iaftir- 
matiea  in  his  posseeskm  tooehing  our  relalieiie  wilk 
France,  which  in  hia  jadgaMBt  it  is  nel  impeoper  ta 
disclose. 

This  motion  having  heen  assented  to  hy  Mr« 
Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina,  and  modified,  om 
the  suggestion  of  Mr«  Gbondy,  of  Teaneasee^  bf- 
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clito  insert  ion  of  tbe  words  ''not  heretofore  com- 
munieated,"  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

%     EXPORTATION  OF  SPECIE. 

The  engrossed  bill  **to  prohibit  the  exportation 
of  specie^  flfold,  or  siver  coins,  or  bullion,"  was 
read  a  ibird  time. 

Mr.  PioKBRiifo,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  was 
too  hoarse  to  make  himself  heard,  and  therefore 
did  not  rise  to  oppose  tbe  bill,  but  merely  to  re- 
qntre  the  yeas  and  nays,  that  he  might  at  least 
record  his  vote  against  this  rempant  of  folly  and 
nbchief. 

Mr.  PiTKiif, of  Connecticut,  opposed  the  passage 
of  tbe  bill,  for  rarious  reasons.  Specie,  he  said, 
would  always  reguhite  itself.  No  Qorerameof. 
erett  the  most  despotic,  bad  ever  been  successful 
ja  prohibitio|  the  exportstion  of  specie.  He 
stated  it  as  a  fact  generally  believed  by  those  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject,  that  more  specie  had 
fooa  from  this  country  duriog  the  last  embargo, 
tJHn  io  any  like  term  ol'  time  before,  notwith- 
slaading  the  existence  of  provisions  much  more 
aovere  than  those  contained  in  this  bill  against 
CKpprtattoo,  dbc.  He  therefore  moved  that  the 
bill  be  postponed  indeinitely. 

Mr.  Qrunoy,  of  Tennessee,  conceived  thi^bill 
to  be  one  of  doubtful  expediency,  and  on  which 
it  would  perhaps  be  better  that  tbe  House  should 
not  legislate  too  hastily.  In  the  present  situation 
of  things,  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  such  a  bill 
was  necessary  to  prevent  the  drain  of  specie ;  and 
no  great  evil  could  arise  frdm  postponing  the  sub- 
ject till  the  next  session.  He  should  therefore 
vote  for  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut. ' 

Mr.  Farbow,  of  South  Carolina,  was  of  opin- 
ion  with  Mr.  Grun oy,  that  this  was  a  measure  of 
qaestionable  expediency,  and^  entertaining  strong 
doobu  of  the  propriety  of  such  a  law,  he  also 
should  rote  to  postpone  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  the 
question  of  postponement  at  thfe  instance  of  Mr. 
VimLBon  of  Virginia— 

Mf*  Qrunoy,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  tbe  table,  with  a  view,  however^ 
■ot  to  call  it  up  ap;ain  at  ine  present  session.  His 
oUaet  was  to  avoid  a  total  rejection  of  the  bill. 

lir.  Nbl.0011  required  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this 
■otiott  also.  This  was  a  bill  reported  by  the 
Oenmlttee  of  Foreign  Relations,  in  pursuance 
•f  a  recommendation  from  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States.  If  the  bill  was  important  at  all 
as  a  mean  of  arresting  the  exportation  of  specie, 
H  aught  to  pass ;  if  not,  it  ought  to  be  rejected  at 
OMf,and  not  acted  on  sideways,  and  disposed  of 
by  aa  indirect  vote. 

Mr.  Qrunoy  then,  with  a  view  to  permit  gen- 
tlemen to  give  a  direct  vote  on  the  bill,  withdrew 
his  motion  \  and  the  question  on  the  indefinite 
Mstponement  was  decided  by  the  followiog  vote : 
^r  tbe  postponement  63,  against  it  60 : 

Tbas — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massschnsetts,  Bigelow, 

Boyd,  Bradboryy  Bradley,  BrsckenHdge,  Brigham,  Bot- 

Isr,  Osperton,  Champion,  Chappell,  Ciltey,  Cooper, 

Osiiy  Oulpspsr,  Ely,  Fanow,  Forney,  Forqrth,  Gaston, 
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Geddei,  Goldsborough,  Grosrenor,  Grundy,  Hale,  Han- 
son, Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kennedy^Kent  of  New 
York,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Lowndes,  Market!,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Pearson, 
Pickering,  Pitkin,  Potter,  John  Reed,  William  Reed, 
Rich,  Ridgely,  Ruggles,  Seybert,  Shefiey,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Stanford,  Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge, 
Thompson,  Troup,  Vose,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Wheaton,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Massachusetts,  and. 
Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Bard,  Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Calhonn, 
Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Conard>  Crawford,  Creigh- 
ton,  Croach,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Desha, . 
Dovall,  Eppes,  Findley,  Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Griffin, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Humphreys,  Hnngerford,  IngersoD, 
Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Kent  of 
Maryland,  Kilboum,  Leflerts,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McLean, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Nelson,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasanto,  Rea  of  Penn^lvanja,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee,  Roane,  Sage,  Sharp,  Smith  ot  Virginia,  Tan- 
nehill,  Taylor,  Tellair,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey, 
Wilson  of  Peani^lvanla,  and  Wright.        * 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  said  bill  bd 
postpoaed  indefinitely. 

COMPENSATION  TO  MIUTU,  Ac. 

On  ntkotion  of  Mr.  Debha,  of  Kentucky,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  tbe  bill  allowing  compensation  for 
horses  owned  by  militia  or  volunteers  killed  in  the 
service  of  the  united  States. 

Mr.  DfiSHA  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  its  general  provision,  and  inserting  sections 
limitiog  its  operation  to  Gov.  Shelby^  volunteers 
and  Colonel  Johnson's  mounted  infantry.  His 
reason  was,  that  the  horses  in  these  corps  had 
been  regularly  appraised,  and  the  roll  of  appraise* 
meat  returned  to,  and  now  in  the  War  Office,  and 
therefore  stood  on  higher  ground  than  like  claims 
geoerally. 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Fas«ow, 
of  South  Carolina.  Mr.  Beall,  and  Mr.  Cbmob* 
TON,  of  Ohio,  on  objection  to  the  speciality  of  the 
provisions,  and  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  on 
the  ground  that  there  were  others  as  well  entitled 
to  relief  as  the  mounted  infantry  which  was  un- 
der his  command,  though  in  his  opinion  the  ease 
of  the  horses  in  Shelby's  command  formed  an  ex- 
ception from  the  general  role,  and  was  particu- 
larly entitled  to  relief. 

Mr.  DasBA,  whose  object  would  be  perfectly 
obtained  by  the  general  provision,  if  that  shoold 
meet  the  wishes  of  the  Committee,  relinquished 
the  support  of  his  proposed  amendment,  and  the 
amenoment  was  rejected* 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Rich,  of  Ver- 
mont, to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  a  new  section 
in  tlie  following  words: 

**And  he  it  fwrthet  enaeied.  That  the  several  per- 
sons employed  in  removing  the  Army  from  Plattsburg 
and  BuHington  to  SackeU's  Harbor,  in  the  month  of 
March,  1813,  be  allowed  and  paid  the  amount  of  such 
damages  as  they  shall  have  sustained  bv  the  loss  or 
injury  of  sleighs  and  horses  while  employed  in  that 
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service,  said  damages  to  be  ascertained  in  suck  manner  I 
as  the  President  of  the  United  8Utes  shall  direct." 

And  after  debate,  this  motion  was  negatived ; 
and  the  bill  was  then  farther  amended  and  order-' 
ed  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

TbursdaT;  April  14. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Maryland,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  S.  naghes ;  which  was  twice 
read  and  Committed. 

I'he  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  revised  statement  of  the  debt  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  James 
Lloyd,  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  William  Rbed,  of  Massachnsetts,  advert* 
ing  to  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  thcr 
17th  March  last,  to  in()uire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  a  reform  in  the  Naval  Establishment,  and 
the  imprirt^ticability,  during  the  short  time  which 
has  since  elapsed,  of  maturing  a  report  on  the 
subject,  moved  that  the  said  committee  Reauthor- 
ized to  act  in  the  recess,  and  report  at  the  next 
session;  not  with  a  view  to  thek  aituaHy  sitting 
during  the  recess,  but  to  keep  the  committee  alive 
until  the  next  session. 

After  some  conversation  on  the  subject,  4be 
motion  was  adopted. 

The  unfavorable  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  on  the  petition  of  John  Pitchlyn,  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Arcbbr,  of  Maryland,  reversed,  so  as 
to  make  the  report  favorable  to  the  petition,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  repnort  a 
bill  for  his  relief. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  passed  the  bill  ^^  confirming  certain 
claims  to  land  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  and  pro^ 
Tiding  for  their  location,"  with  amendments.  The 
Senate  have  also  passed  a  bill,  **  in  further  addi- 
tion to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  more  effectuaUf 
to  provide  for  the  national  defence,  by  establish- 
ing an  uniform  militia  throughout  the  United 
States;"  also,  a  bill  ''to  lessen  the  compensation 
for  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys,  in  certain  cases 
therein  mentioned ;"  in  whitih  bills  and  amend* 
ments  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  Hoose. 

An  engrossed  bill,  authorizinif  the  purchase  of 
the  vessels  captured  on  Liake  Erie,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  allowing  compensation  for 
horses  owned  by  militia  or  volunteers,  and  killed 
or  lost  in  the  service  of  the  Uoited  States,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "authorizing an  aug- 
mentation of  the  Marine  corps,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  '^  to  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment of  cerutn  officers  for  the  flotilla  ser- 
vice," was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

EXECUTION  OP  RBYBNUE  LAWS. 
Mr.  Fiax,  of  Vermont,  moved  "  that  a  commit- 
tee be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 


of  so  amending  the  Judicial  system  as  to  give  to 
the  Courts  of  the  United  Sutes  exclusive  juris- 
diction in  all  cases  arising  under  the  Revenue 
laws ;  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  othei^ife.!' 

Mr.  F.  said,  that  very  lately  a  new  practice  had 
arisen  in  some  of  the  States.  Whenever  the  col- 
lectors were  making  seizures  the  States  were  itt- 
terfertng,  so  as  to  interrupt  the  operation  of  the 
revenue  laws.  He  knew  one  instance,  whefe 
fifty-six  writs -had  been  served  on  one  of  the  col- 
lectors in  one  week;  and,  in  the  State  which  be 
bad  the  honor  id  part  to  represent,  the  collectors 
had  been  much  harassed.  If  this  system  could 
he  persisted  in  with  impunity,  the  tevanue  laws 
would  be  a  dead  letter.  The  State  oouru  might 
levy  on  property  seized  for  taxes,  and,  where  aadi 
a  disposition  prevailed,  entirely  defeat  the  opera- 
tion of  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  It  was 
never  the  design,  certainly,  of  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution,  to  leave  the  country  in  such  aatatew 

After  some  incideqtal  conversation^  not  afftot- 
ing  the  principle  involved  in  it,  the  motion  was 

S;reed  to  by,  a  migority  of  20  or  30  ivotes ;  aad 
r.  Fmk  of  Vermont,  Mr.  Qrdnot,  Mr.  Imosb- 
BOLLj  Mr.  GRoavBNOR,  aad  Mr.  Qastox,  were 
appointed  the  said  committet. 

POUEION  LICBrrSBS. 

Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  to  make  a 
motion  on  the  subject  of  the  law  now  in  exist- 
ence, prohibiiitig  the  use  of  foreign  licenses.  He 
thought  that  it  ought  to  be  repealed,  for  several 
reasons,  which  he  assigned,  viz:  That  as,  in. pur- 
suance of  the  recommendation  of  the  President, 
every  feature  of  the  restrictive,  system  had  been 
abolished,  it  was  important  to  pot  our  own  ves- 
sels at  least  on  an  equality  with  those  of  neutral 
nations  trading  with  us;  that  for  this  purposes 
repeal  of  this  law  was  necessary ;  that  there  were 
absent  from  the  Uoited  States,  and  shut  up  ia 
European  ports,  many  American  vessels,  wnich 
could  not  return  except  under  the  protection  of 
foreign  licenseis.  He  had  heard  but  one  objection 
to  this  repeal;  it  was  suggested  that,  to  repeal  the 
law  in  question,  would  be  a  kind  of  submission  to 
the  enemy.  He  thought  not.  It  was  the  practice 
of  nations  generally  in  time  of  war,  aod  even  in 
the  present  war  of  extermination  between  France 
and  Eogland,  those  nations  traded  directly  with 
each  other.  Another  consideration  which  ought 
to  induce  the  House  to  accede  to  the  motion,  was 
the  opinion  of  American  merchants  generallifi 
which  was  in  faVor  of  the  repeal  of  the  prohibi- 
tion, &c.    Mr.  K.V  motion  was  as  follows : 

"Muoked,  That  the  Comiaittse  on  ForeigB  Sala- 
tions  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  iastmcted  to  ioqaire  ialo 
the  expediency  of  repealing  an  act  passed  on  the  Sd 
day  of  August,  1813,  entitled  <An  act  to  prohibit  the 
use  of  licenses  or  passes  granted  by  authority  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  that 
thejr  have  leare  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

When  Mr.  K.  submitted  this  motion,  it  coa- 
tained  also  a  clause  including  the  act  to  prohibit 
the  ransom  of  vessels  captured  by  the  enemy ;  but, 
it  being  suggested  that  the  bill  which  passed  the 
House  on  this  subject  had  not  yet  become  a  laW| 


Digitized  by 


Google 


20SI 


mSTORT  OF  CONORHSS. 


2022 


AMl^]8U. 


Fr0ce6iing9. 


H.opR. 


Mr.  K.  enued  ihm  part  of  his  motion  whieh  re- 
Itted  to  raasointf. 

The  House  agreed  to  cooeider  the  motion,  by 
a  Tote  of  53  to  44.. 

This  resolution  gare  rise  to  an  animated  and 
extended  debate,  in  the  course  of  which  it  was 
modified,  on  suggestion  of  Mr.  Qaston  of  North 
Carolina,  by  ipsertiog, after  the  word  "Ireland," 
the  following  words : 

**0r90  modifying  the  said  act,  as  td  permit  licenses 
granted  by  the  authority  of  the  Oovemment  of  the 
Dmied  Kmgdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Irsland  to  be 
need,  under  sock  regnUtions  and  restrictions  as  may 
be  desMsd  expedient  by  the  l^resident  ef  the  United 


Those  gentlemen  who  opposed  the  resolution 
were^  Messrs.  Calaovn  of  South  Carolina,  Fine 
ai  Vermont,  ItfOEnsoLL  of  Pennsylvania,  Mur- 
rmsB  of  North  Carolina,  Bbabp.  of  Kentucky, 
Rbba  of  Tennessee,  McKim  of  Maryland,  Pot- 
THi  of  Rhode  Island,  and  Dutall  of  Kentucky  ; 
and  those  who  adrocnted  it  were  the  mover, 
Mesars.  Wiuovr  of  Mary  land,  GaonYBNOn  of  New 
Tnrk.  Sbspfbt  of  Virginia,  and  Gaston  of  North 
Oarolioa. 

The  debate  having  rather  degenerated  into  a 
personal  from  a  national  ^  character  before  iu 
elose--ihat  is  to  say,  after  the  debate  had  con- 
sumed considerably  more  than  four  hours — 

Mr.  Macom,  of  North  Carolina,  observing  that 
it  was  time  an  end  wa3  put  to  this  sort  of  debate, 
moved  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. —  ^ 
Negatived,  58  to  57. 

Mr.  Conabd,  of  Pennsylvania,  requested  the 
previous  question;  in  which  he  was  not  support- 
ed by  a  majority  of  the  House. 

After  a  few  explanatory  remarks  from  Mr.  Fisk, 
of  Veraaont,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Kino,  of  Massachu- 
setts, the  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion was  decided  by  the  following  rote: 

TsAs— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Boyd, 
BTadbniT,  Breckenridge,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Chappeli, 
Cifl^y  Cooper,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  BIy,  Oaston, 
Gofabborough,  Grosvenor,'  Hale,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Ishmd,  Kent  of  Maryland,  King  of  Massachusetts, 
Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  MarkeU,  MUler,  Moffitt,  Moeeley, 
Oakli^t  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  WilKam  Reed, 
Ridgaly,  Rnggles,  8hefiay,  Smith  of  New  Hampshire, 
dwth  of  New  York,  Strong,  Stuart,  Stnrges,  Tall- 
ONdge,  Thompson,  Voee,  Ward  of  Massachusetts, 
Wheatoo,  Wlute»  WilcoK,  Winter,  and  Wright— 49. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  AUton,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Bamett,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Cal- 
houn, Clark,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford, 
Crcii^ton,  Crouch,  Cuthbert,  Davis  of  Pennsylvania, 
Desha,  DuvaU,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Ver- 
mont, Forney,  Forsyth,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Goodwin, 
Gourdint  Gfiffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hasbrouck, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Humphreys,  Hungerford,  IngersoU, 
Irring,  Irwin,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tndty,  Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  North  Caro- 
lina, LeflSsrts,  Lowndes,  Lyie,  Macon,  McCoy,  McKim, 
McLmu,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Mnrfree,  Nelson,  Orms- 
W,  Parker,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Qhia  of  Tennessee,  Ringgold,  Roane,  Robertson,v8age, 
SevMT,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Smith  of  Voginia,  Stanlbrd, 
TaniMdHll,  Taylor,  TeUab,  Troa^,  and  Udree— 81,      | 


[Mr.  Beall  of  Ohio,  who  was  acciden|ally  out  of  the 
House  when  the  Tote  was  taken*  declared  his  intention 
to  hsTC  voted  in  the  negative.] 

So  the  House  rejected  the  said  resolution. 
'    And  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 

Fbidat,  April  15. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  ^'  to  lessen  the  com- 
peusatioD  for  marshals,  clerks,  and  attorneys,  in 
the  cases  therein  mentioned,"  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  '*  in  further  addition 
to  an  aer,  entitled  ^An  act  more  effectually  to  pro- 
vide for  the  national  defence^  by  establishing  an 
uniform  militia  thToughout  the  United  States," 
was  read  twice,  and  reCerred  to  the  committee  for 
revising  the  Militia  laws. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  *'  confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in  the 
Illinois  Territorjr,  and  providing  for  their  loea- 
tioB,"  were  read,  and  concurred  m  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Arcbsr,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  disoharged  from  tbe  oonsidem- 
tion  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on 
the  memorial  of  the  Qovernors  of  the  New  Tork 
HospitaL 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Inoersoll,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  prescribing  the  mode  of  authen- 
ticating the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  pro- 
ceedings, of  tbe  several  States,  and  for  declaring 
the  effect  of  certain  judicial  proceedings. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
tbat  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  '^in  addition 
to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  provide  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions,  and 
to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  those  purposes," 
with  amendments,  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Arohss, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the 
petition  of  Zachariah  Roberts. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Israel 
Thorndike  was  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  reported  to  the  House,  where  it 
was  debated  at  length;  Messrs.  Munracs,  Bat- 
lies,  Rbed,  GaoavENOR,  and  PioKfiRma,  being 
the  principal  supporters  of  the  bill,  and  Messrs. 
Robertson,  McKiM,  Tatlor,  Wriqbt,  Ibvino,, 
Lowndes,  Calhoun,  Epprs,  and^QHOLsoN,  its 
principal  opponents. 

The  case  presented  by  this  bill  was  that  of  a 
cargo  of  foreign  produce  exported  for  New  Or- 
leans in^  the  year  1808,  and  or  course  without  the 
formalities  necessary  to  secure  to  the  exporter 
the  drawback  on  exportation,  but  driven  by  stress 
of  weather  into  a  foreign  port,  Havana.  The 
bill  proposes  to  allow  to  Mr.  Thorndike  draw- 
back on  the  cargo  which  was  sold  at  Havana, 
its  re-exportation  being  prohibited  by  the  muni- 
cipal regulations  in  that  port,  ootwUhtunding 
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the  oon-complianee  with  the  formalities  required 
by  Iiw  previous  to  exportation. 

The  oill  was  indefioitely  postponed  by  a  ma- 
jority of  20  or  30  votes. 

The  enffro^ed  bill  makinr  additional  applro- 
priations  for  the  support  of  Goverproent  for  the 
year  1814;  and  the  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the 
act  laying  dutieeon  licenses  to  retailers  (which 
this  Jay  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole)  were  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  llouse  then,  by  a  very  close  vote  of  47  to 
45,  refused  to  take  Op  the  bill  respecting  Evans's 
steam  engine  patent. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of  a 
National  Bank  (reported  several  weeks  affo,  and 
which  has  since  elumbered  on  the  table)  having 
been  named  among  the  orders  of  the  day,  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor^  of  New  York,  who^ 
reported  it,  indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lrwis,  of  Virginia,  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  establish  the  Bank  of  the 
Metropolis,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative, 
yeas  31. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  D.  Hay  (reliev- 
ing him  from  the  payment  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty- five  dollars,  being  the  amount  of  money  be- 
longing to  the  rost  Office,  which  was,  togetlier 
with  all  his  other  property,  consumed  by  a  fire, 
in  which  he  lost  also  three  infant  children)  passed 
through  a  Committee  6f  the  Whole,  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  ti^me,  read  accordingly^  and 
passed. 

A  number  of  orders  of  the  day  were  called  up, 
which  the  House  refused,  by  larse  majorities,- to 
take  up  until  they  came  to  the  bill  respecting  the 
Office  of  Attorney  General. 

ATTORNBT  GENERAL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  establishing  the  permanent 
residence  of  the  Attorney  Ckneral  of  the  United 
States  at  the  Seat  of  Oovernment. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wrigbt,  of  Mary- 
land, 10  strike  out  the  section  providing  for  in- 
creasing the  conorpensation  of  the  Attorney  Oen* 
eral ;  and,  being  assented  to  by  Mr.  iNOBRsoLt, 
(the  chairman  of  the  cominittee  who  reported 
the  bill,)  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nsi^soii,  of  Virginia,  the 
bill  was  further  amended  by  striking  out  that 
part  of  the  bill  requiring  the  Attorney  General, 
when  required,  to  make  reports,  dbc,,  to  Congress 
on  cases  submitted  to  him;  on  the  ground  that 
the  laws  already  made  such  a  provision. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill, 
and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

The  bill  now  containing  no  other  provision 
than  that  requiring  the  permanent  lestdence  of 
the  Attorney  General  at  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment— 

Mr.  Potter,  of  Rhode  Island,  moved  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  indefi* 
Ritely. 

Mr.  Kiii«|  of  Manaehttaetta,  moTcd  rd  amend- 


ment to  limit  the  requisition  of  the  bill  to  a  resi- 
dence at  the  Seat  of  Government  during  the 
sessions  of  Congress  and  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
— Negatived. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading,  and  was  subsequently  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

PAYMASTER  GENERAL. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  fixing  the  salary  of 
the  Paymaster.  General  of  the  Armies  of  Cbe 
United  Sutes,  makin{^  an  allowance  for  clerk 
hire,  and  for  the  appointment  of  Assistant  Dia- 
trict  Paymasters,  passed  throoffii  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Xroup,  of  Georgia. 

The  provision  fbr  augmenting  the  salary  of  the 
Paymaster  General  from  ^1,440  to  2,400,  gave 
rise  to  considerable  drseussion.  It  was  oppoaed 
by  Messrs.  Eppbs,  of  Virginia,  Alston,  of  Nortk 
Carolina,  and  warmly  supported  by  Messrs.  Johii- 
soNt  of  Kentucky,  Lbwis.  of  Virginia,  Gbolron, 
of  Virginia,  MoKjM)  of  Maryland. 

T-he  objections  made  to  this  provision  were, 
not  that  an  increase  might  not  reasonably  <be 
made,  but  that  this  was  not  a  time  to  increase 
salaries  of  officers  generally,  and  that  no  particu- 
lar increase  ought  to  be  made.  The  discusaton 
resulted,  however,  in  amending  the  bill  so  as  to 
allow  the  Paymaster  General  two  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum  during  the  war,  and,  thus  amend- 
ed, toe  bill  passed  to  a  third  reading. 


Saturoat,  April  16. 

The  following  resolution  was  sabmitted  by  Mr. 
JoBNBOir,  of  Kentucky : 

Ruokfed,  That  the  Committee  of  Acooants  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  sathorised  to  pay  to  Elexins  Smid- 
iniTf  George  N.  Tbomsd,  Richard  Stewart,  Isaac  Phil- 
lips, and  Georg^  Cooper,  one  dollar  and  fifW  oents  per 
day«  ibr  their  attendance  on  the  Honse.of  Kepresenta- 
tives  daring  the  present  session  of  Congress,  ss  th* 
entire  compensation  for  their  services;  and  tUkt  Oswald 
Dunn  be  allowed  for  his  services  one  hundred  dotlaia* 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Accounts. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  '*  granting 
pensions  to  officers  and  seamen  serving  on  board 
the  revenue  cutters,  in  certain  cases;''  also,  the 
bill  ^concerning  the  pay  of  officers,  seamen, 
and  marines,  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  ;** 
with  an  amendment  to  each,  in  which  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  "  fixing  the  salary  of 
the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
and  allowing  a  sum  for  the  employment  of  addi- 
tional clerks  in  his  office  for  the  year  18114,  and 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  assistant  district 
paymasters,"  was  read  the  third  time,  as  amended, 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoose 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  ^  to  alter  and 
establish  certain  post  roads,  in  which  they  nak 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Arcbrr,  of  Maryland,  reported  a  bill  A>t 
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thm  relief  of  John  Pitehlyo ;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  committed. 

Tiie  Committee  of  Claims  were  then,  oo  mo- 
tioB  of  the  same  gentleman,  discharged  from  the 
farther  consideration  of  all  matters  referred  to 
them,  and  not  yet  acted  on. 

A  like  order  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robert- 
SON,  of  Louisiana,  adopted  in  relation  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FisK^  of  Vermont,  froib  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  on  Thursday,  reported  a  bill 
proYiding  for  the  removal  of  causes  in  certain 
cases  therein  specified,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  was  twice  read. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  GASToif,  of  North 
Caroliaa,  to  postpone  the  said'  bill  indefinitely, 
and  oegatirea. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mn  Potter,  of  Rhode 
Isknd,  that  the  bill  do  lie  on  the  table,  and  nega- 
tiTed.  ^ 

The  bill  was  then  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
which  went  from  this  House,  to  amend  the  law 
relatine  to  calline  out  the  inilitia,  ftc,  were  taken 
up  andconcurred  in. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  fVom  the  Militia 
Committee,  reported  certain  amendments  to  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  "in  further  addition  to  the 
met  more  efifectually  to  provide  for  the  national 
defence  by  establishing  an  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  States.''  which  amend- 
ments were  concurred  in.  aikl  tne  bill  ordered  to 
be  rcmd  a  third  time,  ana  was  subsequently  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  tht  Senate  '^  proriding  for  the 
distribution  of  money  paid  into  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,"  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading;  and 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  finally  passed. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  were  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplementary 
to  the  act  for  the  regulation  of  the  Post  Office, 
oo  motion  of  Mr.  Inobrsoll,  who  «Uted  that 
the  lateness  of  the  period  in  the  present  session, 
and  the  Tariety  of  details  likely  to  be  inserted  in 
each  a  bill^  rendered  it  necessary  to  postpone  the 
consideration  till  the  next  session. 

The  House  spent  some  time  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the^  bill  aathorising  payment  for 

Eropert^r  captured  or  destroyed  while  in  the  pub- 
c  serTice  by  the  enemy  of  the  United  States ; 
and  the  bill  beine  reported  to  the'  House  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  "< for  the  relief  of  Gkorge  Hamilton," 
and  the  bill  "^  for  the  relief  of  John  Whitney  and 
Joseph  H.  Dorr,"  passed  through  Committees  of 
the  Whole,  were  engrossed  for  third  readings, 
read  a  thira  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  spent  some  time  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  X9  reriTe  and  continue  in 
force  the  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
two  acts  of  GeOrffia  and  Maryland ;  which  being 
reported  to  the  House,  were,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
PmciN,  of  Connecticut,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 


A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill  "  to  amend 
the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to  retailers  of 
wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  foreign  merchan* 
disc,  and  for  other  purposes,"  with  amendments, 
in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  the  relief  of 
James  Lloyd," ^  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 
read  a  third  time;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  For-. 
9TTH,  of  Georgia,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  SpEiVKBB  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  thie  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  his 
report  on  the  petition  of  John  T.  Courtney  and 
Saniuel  Harrison,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
''granting  pensions  to  the  officers  and  seamen 
servinff  00  board  the  rcTenue  cutters  in  certain 
cases,"  were  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Sundry  amendments  made  by  the  Senate  con- 
cerning the  pay  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  were 
taken  up.  [These  amendments  go  to  fix  specifi- 
cally the  payment  of  officers,  d«.,  instead  of  ap- 
propriating an  aggregate  amount,  to  be  distrib- 
uted according  to  the  discretion  of  the  Bxeca- 
tive.] 

Mr.  L0WNDB8)  of  South  Carolina,  having  stated 
that  the  aoMndments  which  had  been  made  were 
in  conformance  with  the  object  of  the  bill  as  it 
passed  this  House ;  that  the  pay  specified  was  the 
same  as  now  giren,  and  always  has  been,  to  these 
officers,  moved  a  concurrence  in  the  amendments, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  for 
establishing  certain  post  roads  were  read,  and 
agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  passed  the  bill  ''authorizing  the 
purchase  of  the  vessels  captured  on  Lake  Erie," 
with  amendments,  in  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House.  The  said  amendments 
were  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  '^ concern injg^ 
invalid  pensioners ;"  also,  the  bill  ^'  making  addi- 
tional appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year 
1814,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
^concerning  invalid  pensioners,"  were  read,  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  au- 
thorizing the  purchase  of  the  vessels  captured  on 
Lake  Erie,  (allowing  to  Captain  Perry  95,000, 
in  addition  to  the  slure  of  the  prize  money  al- 
lowed him  by  law,)  passed  through  a  Commutee 
of  the  Whole,  and  was  concurred  in. 

[The  reason  of  this  amendment  was  stated  by 
Mr.  Lowif  DBS  to  be,  that  although  CapUin  Perry 
was  in  fact  commander  of  the  fleet  on  Lal» 
Brie,  he  would,  according  to  the  construction 
given  to  the  law,  oniy  be  entitled  to  his  share  at 
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oommander  of  the  particQlM  pcssel  oo  board  of 
which  he  fought.] 

The  bill  from  the  Seoate  to  lessen  the  compeo- 
BAtioD  of  marshals,  attorneys,  and  clerks  of  court, 
in  certain  cases,  passed  through  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and,  after  an  unsuccessful  altenspt  by 
Mr.  Inoersoll  to  eicept  those  officers  in  Peiin- 
sylrania  from  the  operation  of  the  bill,  it  was 
reported  to  the  House,  an4  ordered  to  be  read  a 
.  third  time;  and  it  was  reod  a  third  time  accord- 
ingly, and  finally  passed. 

Several  very  important  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  additional  appropriation  l)ill,  going 
to  change  entirely  the  mode  of  settling  cerHiin 
accounts  at  the  Treai»ury,  and  making  additional 
appropriations,  were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppbs, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

An  order  passed  the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wriobt,  of  Marylanck  for  payinff  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  House  the  tuneral  expenses 
of  G,  W.  Lindsay,  late  a  Clerk  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate  the 
directors  of  the  Washington  Library  Company, 
was  taken  up  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Speaker, 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houae, 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  ^ead  a  third  time  ac* 
oordiogly.  and  finally  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Pitchiyn  w|is 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
ordered  to  be  eagroaaed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  P18K,  of  Vermont,  called  up  the  biU  *^  pro- 
viding for  the  removal  of  causes  in  certain  cases 
tkereitt  specified,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  which 
the  House  refused  to  take  up  by  the  foUowiog 
vote— For  the  motion  50,  against  it  52. 

RELATIONS  WITH  fRANOE. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  tbe  United  States: 
To  the  Hou9e  t^  Repreaeniati^es  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  complying  with  their  reso* 
lution  of  the  13th  instant. 

JA>rES  MADISON. 

Alpmn.  16, 1814. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  13Ch 
instant,  requesting  information  touching  our  relations 
with  France,  has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  President 
an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tfary  of  the  United  Sutes  at  Paris,  which  contains  the 
IfltMt,  and  the  only  material,  information  received  by 
this  I)epartment  on  that  aubjeet. 

AU  which  b  reapectfoUy  submitted. 

JAMBS  MONROE. 

DiFAmTxivT  OF  8tat«,  April  18,  1814. 

^Oraet  of  a  letter  from  Jfr.  CrmpfM  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State ,' 

«<  Paris,  Jamutry  16,  1814. 
''On  tiie  SOfh  ultimo,  I  had  an  interview  with  the 
Ifiniiter  of  Exterior  Relations,  who  informed  me  that 
he  had  made  to  the  Emperor  a  detailed  report  of  llie 
negotiation,  and  that  he  vrould  inform  me  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's decision,  tiie  auwieftt  it  should  be  made  known 
to-him.  His  conversation  during  this  interview  was 
.M  conciliatory  as  it  could  be»  and  his  expremons, 
though  slUl  genwal,  admitted  that  indemnity  was  de- 


termined UDon.  The  address  of  tbe  Sitnfllor  dmaSt 
Segur  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  eighteenth  mitttarf 
division  of  the  Empire,  published  in  the  Mamteur  o€ 
the  15th  instant,  stated  that  His  Majesty  was  going  to 
place,  himself  at  the  head  of  his  troops.  £M>wing 
that  I  should  not  be  able  to  advance  a  single  step  is 
the  negotiation  during  his  absence,  unless  he  should, 
before  his  departure  from  Paris,  decide  upon  the  classes 
of  cases  for  which  indemnity  should  be  made,  I  deter- 
mined to  address  a  note  to  tiie  Duke  of  Viceaza,  with 
a  view  to  impress  more  strongly  upon  his  mind  the 
necessity  of  an  immediate  decision. 

<*  The  day  on  which  I  intended  to  present  this  not# 
I  was  informed  that  the  Duke  of  Vioenza  had  set  out' 
from  Paris,  at  4  o'clock,  A.  M.,  for  the  headquarters  of 
the  two  Emperors,  which  was  then  said  to  be  in  Swit- 
seriand.  The  general  impression  in  Paris  that  da^ 
was  that  the  Emperor  would  set  out  immediately  for 
Metx,  where  his  army  of  reserve  has  been  forming 
em  «Bee  he  crossed  the  Rhine.  This  ciroamstance 
induced  me  to  believe  that-the  note  would  not  produen 
any  good  effsct.  I,  therefore,  determined  not  to  pre- 
sent it.  The  Emperor  is  still  in  Paris,  and  I  regret 
extremely  that  I  did  not  adhere  to  my  first  detemina* 
tion,  notwithstanding  the  absence  of  the  Biinister  of 
Foreign  Relations.  From  the  situation  of  afiaiis  here» 
It  ii  impossible  to  foresee  the  delays  to  which  this  per- 
plexing business  will  yet  be  subject.  In  the  first  and 
only  interview  which  I  had  with  the  Duke  of  Bassano» 
he  said  expressly  that  the  obstacles  which  his  absence 
had  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  negotiation  should  not 
occur  sgaki.  Two  months  have  not  elapsed  bef^ 
the  same  obstacles  are  presented.'' 

PROPERTY  LOST  IN  PUBLIC  $£RTIOE« 

On.  motion  of  Mr.  JoHif80if,^f  Kentucky,  tbe 
House  took  up  the  bill  avtborizing  payment  for 
property  captured  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
while  ia  the  public  service— in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Tbe  bill  was^amended,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Johh^ 
SON4  by  tbe  addition  of  several  new  sections. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  Massa* 
chasetts,  also  to  amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out 
such  parts  thereof  as  provide  for  the  indemnifioa^ 
tiofl  of  persons  who  may  hereafter  sustain  loss  of 
projperty  in  the  public  service. 

This  motion  was  opposed  with  some  warmth 
by  Mr.  MoNTaoMERT,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr. 
TAYLOR,  of  New  York,  and  supported  as  warmly 
by  the  movers  after  which  the  question  was 
taken,  and  the  motion  negatived  without  a  dfti^ 
sion. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  as  amended ;  but  before  a  decision  took  place 
on  the  report,  a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn  audi 
carried— 57  to  45. 


Monday,  April  18. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bUl  "  to  au* 
thorize  the  Secretary  of  State  to  liquidate  cer- 
tain claims  therein  mentioned,''  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Seaa^e 
have  also  passed  the  bill  *^coDeeroing  certifieatea 
of  confirmation  of  claims  to  the  iaiMts  in  the  Stale 
of  Louisiana,"  with  amendments,  in  which  Hief 
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mk  the  eooMirm^  of  this  House.  Tlif  Senftte 
fcave  also  pa^ed  a  bili  "  makia^  an  appropriatioa 
fvt  rapalriae  ike  PreskfaDt's  boose,''  io  whieti 
they  al^o  A*K  tbe  coaearrence  of  this  Hoa^e. 

Mr.  ESrPEa  made  a  report  on  the  amendmeats 
made  by  the  Senate  to  the  hill  ''makiDg  addi- 
ticmal  appropriatioDs  for  the  service  of  the  year 
18H/'  which  was  rea.d,  and.  together  with  the 
said  amendmeDts,  committea  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  Hoase  to-day. 

Mr.  MooBE,  from  the  Committee  of  Accounts, 
ta  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  submitted 
oa  Saturday  last,  on. the  subjeet  of  the  oompen- 
satioDs  of  the  attendants  of  the  House,  o&ade  a 
raport;  whieh  was  read,  and  t^  resolutioa  there- 
in «oDfaiaed  was  eoncurced  in  by  the  House, 
amended  to  read  as  folio ws^: 

Jtet^hed,  That  the  foUowing  naiaad  persons, 
employed  by  the  Doorkeeper  to  ikid  him  in  the 
nceoouon  of  the  duties  of  his  4>ffiee,  to  wit: 
BleziOs  Spalding,  Richard  Stewart,  Qeorge  N. 
Thomas,  Isaac  Phillips,  Oeorge  Cooper,  and  Os- 
wald Dunn,  be,  and  they  are  hereby;  allowed  two 
Mlars  peir  day  during  the  present  session,  and 
for  four  days  al^er  the  satne ;  and  that,  for  the 
service  of  three  horses  which  have  been  em- 

Coyed  io  the  service  of  the  House,  there  be  al- 
wed  one  dollar  per  day  each,  during  the  same 
umei  which  shall  be  the  entire  compeosatioo  £m 
the  above  services:  and  that  the  same  be^mid 
oat  of  the  fund  appropriated  for  the  contlogent 
«speBses  of  this  House. 

The  aaaeiidmMits  propocad  hy  the  Senate  to 
tbe  bill  "  to  amend  the  act  laying  duties  en  li- 
censes to  retailers  of  wines,  apifituous  liquors, 
and  foreign  marehaadin.  and  for  other  purposes," 
were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendsEients  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  "'concerning  certificates  of  confirmation 
of  claims  to  lands  in  the  State  of  Louisiana," 
were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  '*  making  an  appro- 
priation for  repairing  the  President's  house,''  was 
read  twice^and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Wlinie,  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  ''making  additional  appropriations  for  the 
serrice  of  the  year  1814." 

The  nnfinished  business,  relative  to  the  bill  for 
payment  for  property  destroyed  by  the  enemy, 
was  laid  over  by  general  consent. 

The  bill  fromahe  Senate  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  Stale  to  liquidate  certain  claims  therein 
mentioned^  (of  those  who  took  possession  of 
West  Florida  before  tbe  United  States  interposed 
its  arm  to  occupy  the  same,)  was  twioe  read,  and 
then,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Robbrtbon,  of  Lou- 
ifiana,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  amendmeats  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
making  farther  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Oevernment  for  the  year  1814,  were  taken  up. 

ThoM  amendments  going  to  change  the  man- 
ner of  settling  accounu  at  the  Treasury  were 
aiwased  by  Mr.  fifFPCS  and  Mr.  Sbbfmy,  beeause 
of  the  lateness  of  the  period  of  the  session  pra- 
elndiag  a  deliberate  inTestigation  of  the  snbject.  I 
The  merttt  of  the  amendmenu  were  not  brought  ■ 


into  tbe  diaeussion.  These  amendments  were 
rejected  by  a  great  majority,  as  also  were  one  or 
two  other  amendments. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  repairs  t^ 
the  President's  house,  (which  had  been  referred 
to  the  same  committee,)  a  new  section  going  (9 
appropriate  ten  thousaiid  dollars  for  ventilating 
and  raising  the  noor  of  the  Chanlber  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  so  as  better  to  adapt  it  to  the 
transaction  of  business,  to  the  health  or  the  mem*- 
bers,  and  the  convenience  of  the  publie. 

This  motion  was  supported  bv  the  mover,  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  and 
negatived.    The  bill  was  lost. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Pitch- 
lyn  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

Soiiie  time. elapsed,  and  the  House  being  with^ 
out  a  quorum,  means  were  taken  to  procure  a 
suflScient  number  of  members  to  be  present.  With 
this  view,  a  motion  was  made,  at  1  o'clock,  to  ad- 
journ, and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as  Aillowa-* 
For  the  motion  50,  against  it  89. 

Ninety-four  members  being  present,  and  con- 
stituting a  quorum,  the  House  proceeded  to  do 
some  business  of  Utile  memeat. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  ascertain  and  fix 
the  compensation  of  clei:ks  in  the  ofice  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Sedate,  and  the  office  of  the 
Cieek  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  was  a|^ 
taken  up,  and  read  a  thira  lime. 

tThe  bill  proposes  a  small  increase  of  thaae 
iries.] 

The  question  on  its  passage  having  been  la* 
quired  to  be  taken. by  yeas  and  nays,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  ^AL[«,  of  Georgia,  was  determined  as 
follows — For  the  passage  of  the  bill  48,  against 
it  47. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Houae 
that  the  Senate  tmve  passed  the  bill  "  for  the  re- 
newal of  a  land  warrant  to  George  ShaanQn," 
with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
ctirrenee  of  this  House. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  for  the  renewal  of  a  land  warrant  to 
Georffe  Shannon,  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

CONDUCT  OP  THE  WAR 

Mr.  MiLLSR,  of  New  York,  nose  to  submit  a 
motion  on  the  subject  of  an  inquiry  into  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  war  has  been  conducted.  He 
would  not  now  say  anything  in  favor  of  this  mo- 
tion, in  addition  to  what  had  already  been  urffed 
on  this  subject  during  the  present  session;  unless 
merely  to  add,  that  the  recent  occurrences  on  tbe 
Northern  frontier  ofi*ered  an  additional  reason 
why  the  inquiry  should  t%k»  place.  The  motlcn 
he  made  was  in  the  following  wotda: 

Reaoiotdf  That  a  committee  be  appeioted  to  inqiure 
ialo  the  catiaes  of  the  fidhm  of  oar  anns  on  the  Necth- 
em  and  Nerthwcstera  frontier ;  and  that  said  oommit- 
tee  have  leave  to  sit  daring  the  recess  of  the  Hoa«9 
and  tiiat  they  have  power  to  send  ibr  penons  and 
papers. 

On  'the  question  of  proceeding  now  to  coneidei 
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the  resolution,  the  Tote  having  been  taken  by 
yeas  an<l  nafs,  on  soggestion  of  Mr.  Troop,  en 
Oeorgia,  was  as  follows: 

TiAB — Messrs.  Bradbury,  Bradley,  Cooper,  Gaston, 
Oeddes,  Grosvenor,  Hale,  Hall,  Hanson,  Hungerford, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Lewis,  Lovott,  Macon,  Mil- 
ler, Montgomery,  Oakley,  Parker,  Pearson,  Potter, 
Ridgely,  Ruggles,  8heffey,  Sherwood,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Stanford,  Yose,  White,  and  Wiloox— 29. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Bard,  Beall,  Bowen,  Batler,  Gaperton,  Calhoun, 
Cilley,  Clark,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Creighton,  Crouch, 
Culpeper,  Davis  of  PennsyWania,  Desha,  Eppes,  Far- 
Tow,  rindley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Forsyth,  Franklin, 
Gholson,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Harris, 
Hawes,  Hawkins,  Humphreys,  Irving,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  KUboum, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefierts,  Lowndes,  Lyle, 
McCoy,  McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  Ormsby,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Pleasants,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Roane,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Smith  of  Yirginia,  Strong,  TannehiJI,  Taylor,  Telfair, 
Treup,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvanm,  and  Wright— 68. 

So  the  House  refused  now  to  proceed  to  con- 
sider the  said  resoludoo. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The  usual  order  was  then  adopted  to  appoint  a 
joint  committee  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  Btates,  to  inform  him  both  Houses,  having 
completed  the  business  before  them,  were  about 
to  adjourn.  Mr.  Anobrson  and  Mr.  Wharton 
were  apiK>inted  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and 
Messrs.  Eppes,  Oaklet,  and  Robertson  on  the 
part  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  re^ 
ported  that  tbey  had  performed  the  dutv  assigned 
to  them,  and  received  for  answer,  that  he  had  no 
further  communications  to  make  to  the  House. 

And  the  House,  after  receiving  back  all  the 
bills  which  had  been  laid  before  the  President, 
adjourned  until  the  last  Monday  in  October  next. 


A  SUPPLEMENTAL  JOURNAL 

Of  8uch  proceedingM  of  the  Second  SesMum  qfihe 
Thirteenth  Congrees^  cw,  during  the  time  they 
were  depending^  were  ordered  to  be  kept  Bccret^ 
and  reipecting  which  the  injunction  of  secrecy 
woe  afterwards  taken  off  by  order  of  the  House. 

Thursday,  December  9, 1813. 
The  following  confidential  Message  was  re- 
cieived  from  the  President   of   the  United 
States : 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Represeniativea  of  the  United  States  .- 
The  tendency  of  our  commercial  and  navigation 
•  laws,  in  their  present  state,  to  fiivor  the  enemy,  and 
-  thereby  prolong  the  war,  is  more  and  more  developed 
by  experience.    Supplies  of  the  most  essential  kinds 
find  their  way,  not  only  to  British  ports  and  British 
armies  at  a  distance,  bat  the  armies  in  our  neighbor- 
hood, with  which  our  own  are  contending,  derive  from 


our  ports  and  outlets  a  subsistence  ettaniable  with  diC- 
Aculty,  if  at  all,  from  other  sources.  Even  the  6eele 
and  troops  infesting  our  coasts  and  waters  are,  by  like 
supplies,  accommodited  and  encouraged  in  their  preda- 
tory and  inoursiTe  warfare. 

Abuses,  having  a  like  tendency,  take  place  in  onr 
import  trade.  British  fabrics  and  products  find  their 
way  into  our  ports,  under  the  name  and  from  the  ports 
of  other  countries ;  and  often  in  British  vessels,  dle- 
guiied  as  neutrals,  by  false  colorf  and  papers. 

To  Uiese  abuses  it  may  be  added,  that  illegal  impor- 
tations are  openly  made^  with  advantage  to  the  viola- 
tors of  the  law,  produced  by  undervaluations,  or  other 
drcumstances  involved  in  the  course  of  the  jndidal 
ffroceedings  against  them.' 

It  is  found,  also,  that  the  practice  of  ransoming  is  a 
cover  for  collusive  captures,  and  a  channel  for  inteSi* 
gence  advantageous  to  the  enemj. 

To  remedy*  as  much  as  possible,  these  evils,  I  re* 
commend : 

That  an  efiectual  embargo  on  exports  be  inunedl- 
ately  enacted. 

That  all  articles,  knowli  to  be  derived,  eidier  not  at 
all,  or  in  any  immaterial  degree  only,  from  the  produo- 
tions  of  any  other  country  tban  Great  Britain,  and  par- 
ticularly the  extensive  articles  made  of  wool  and  cotton 
materials,  and  ardent  spirits  made  from  .the  cane,  ba 
expressly  and  Sbsohitely  prohibited,  from  whatever  port 
or  place,  or  in  whatever  vessels,  the  same  may  tie 
brought  into  the  United  States ;  and  that  all  violations 
of  the  non-importation  act  be  subjected  to  adequate 
penalties. 

That,  among  the  proofo  of  the  neutral  and  national 
character  of  foreign  vessels,  it  be  required  that  tlie 
masters  end  supercargoes,  and  three-fourUis  at  least  of 
the  crews,  be  citizens  or  subjocts  of  the  country  under 
whose  dag  the  vessels  sail. 

That  all  persons  concerned  in  c(^nsive  captures  bj 
the  enemy,  or  in  ransoming  vessels  or  their  cargoes 
from  the  enemy,  be  subjected  to  adequate  penalties. 

To  shorten,  as  much  as  possible,  the  duration  of  the 
war,  it  is.  in<dispensa|)le  that  the  enemy  should  feel  all 
the  pressure  that  can  be  given  to  it ;  and  the  restraints 
having  that  tendency,  will  be  borne  with  Uie  greater 
cheerfulness  by  all  good  citizens;  as  the  restraints  will 
affect  those  most,  who  are  most  ready  to  sacrifice  the 
interest  of  their  country  in  pursuit  of  their  own. 

JAMES  MADISOX. 

DiciMBzm  9,  1813. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 


Friday,  December  IQ. 
EMBARGO. 

Mr.  Grundy,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  laying  an  embargo  on  nil 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  poru  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-day. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Post,  that  the  hm 
be  printed ;  and  the  question  being  Uken,  it  wis 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  53,. nays  82,  as 
follows: 

Yixs— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  3igeiew« 
Brigham,  Gaperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Cooper,  Coz, 
Culpeper,  Davenport,  Dewev,  Dnvall,  £ly,  Oasteo, 
Geddes,  Urosvener,  Hansen*  Uufry,Bungeiford,  Jack- 
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flOB  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  Now  York,  King  of  Ma«- 
iachoMtla,  Law,  Lewig,  Lovett,  Markell,  Mofit,  Mont* 
gomoiy,  Moseley,  Qaklej,  Pearaon,  Pickering,  Pitkin, 
Port,  John  Reed,  Ragglea,  Schnreroan,  Shefiey,  Ship- 
herd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Stanford, 
Stockton,  Stuart,  Sturgei,  Taggart,  Thompson,  Vose, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, ATery,  Bard,  Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Bur- 
well,  Batler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clopton, 
Oomstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crouch,  Davis  of  Pennsjlrania,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
£ppe8,  Fairow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fbk  of  New 
York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn, 
GoQidin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hubbard,Httm- 
l^ireys,  Ingham,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  liicCoy, 
McKee,  McKim,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton, 
.Onnsby,  Parker,  Pickensi  Piper,  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Rich*  Roberts,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  Tannehiil, 
Taylor,  Troup,  Ddree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White- 
hilly  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright  and  Yancey. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill ;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  bad  leave  to  sit  again. 


Saturday,  December  11. 

The  order  of  the  day,  on  the  bill  laying  an  em- 
bargo on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States,  being  called  for,  Mr. 
Oakley  moved  that  the  said  order  be  postponed 
until  Monday  next ;  and  the  question  being  taken, 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  45,  nays 
70,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  CiUey,  Cooper,  Cox, 
Cnlpeper,  Davenport,  Dewey,  Duvall,  Ely,  Gaston, 
CScddes,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Kent  of  New  York,  King 
of  MasMdiusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Markel^  Miller, 
Moffii,  Moseley,  Oakley,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  John 
Rood,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Shipherd,  Stanford,  Stock- 
ton, Stuart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Thotnpson,  Vose,  Whea- 
ton, White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Avery,  Bamett,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Calhoun,  Cheves, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Evpesy  Farrow,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Franklin, 
Ghokon,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grun- 
dy, Hall,  Huris,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Hungerlbrd, 
Ingham,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr, 
Kesshaw,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Macon,  McCoy, 
MeKim,  McLean,  Murfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Parker, 
Pickens,  Piper,  Rich,  Roberts^  Robertson,  Sevier,  Sey- 
bert, Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong, 
Tannehill«  Tayk>r,  Troup,  Udree,  Whitehill,  Wilson 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Yancey. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  said  bill  $  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Spbakeb  resumed  the 
Chair,  and  Mr.  Nbi^son  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  again  had  the  said  bill  under  consid- 
eration, and  made  amendments  therein;  which 
were  delivered  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  they 
were  again  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 


A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gabton  to  strike 
out  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill,  and  in  lien 
thereof  to  insert : 

•*  Sxc.4.  That  the  Collectors  of  the  Customs  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authoriaed  and  required  to  grant  a 
general  permission  lo  vessels  or  boats  whose  employ- 
ment has  uniformly  been  confined  to  the  navigation  of 
bays,  sounds,  rivers,  or  lakes,  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  to  take  on  board,  at  any  time,  any 
articles  of  domestic  or  foreign  growth,  bond  with  one 
or  more  sureties  being  previously  given  to  the  United 
States  by  the  owner  or  owners,  consignees,  or  fiictors, 
of  such  vessel  or  boat,  in  an  amount  equal  to  one  hun- 
dred dollars  for  each  ton  of  said  vessel,  that  such  vessel 
shall  not,  during  the  continuance  of  this  act,  depart 
from  any  district  of  the  United  States  without  having 
previously  obtained  a  clearance,  nor  until  tlu6  master 
or  commander  shall  have  delivered  to  the  collector  or 
surveyor  of  the  port  of  departure  a  manifest  of  the  whole 
cargo  on  board ;.  and  that  such  vessel  shall  not,  during 
the  continuance  of  this  act,  be  in  any  manner  engaged 
in  a  violation  of  this  act" 

Aod  the  question  being  taken,  it  passed  in  the 
negative — yeas  Sidneys  80,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Brigham,'  Caperton,  Champion,  Chappell,  Cheves, 
Cilley,  Cooper,  Cox,  Creighton,  Dewey,  DnvaU,  Ely, 
Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Hnfty,  Hunger- 
ford,  Kent  of  New  York^  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Markell,  Miller,  Moflit,  Montgomery, 
Moseley,  Murfree,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  I^itkin, 
Post,  John  Reed,  Robertson,  Ruggles,  Schureman, 
Shipherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton, 
Sturges,. Vose,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  Wilson  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Ar- 
cher, Avery,  Bard,  Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Burwell, 
Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Con- 
dict, Conard,  Crawford,  Crouch,  Davis  of  Penninrlva- 
nia,  Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Eppes,  Farrow,  Find- 
ley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Fomev, 
Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grif- 
fin, Grundy,  HaU,  Harris,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ing- 
ham, Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Ker- 
shaw, Lefierts,  Lowndes,' Lyl^  Macon,  McCoy,  McKee, 
McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormaby, 
Parker,  Pickens,^  Piper,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich, 
Roberts,  Sage,  Sevier,  Si^bert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smidi 
of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill, 
Taylor,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of,  New  Jersey,  White- 
hiU,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Stockton, 
to  strike  oat  the  first  section  of  the  bill ;  on  which, 

Mr.  Stockton  addressed  the  Chair  as  folio wa : 

Mr.  Chairman :  Being  utterly  opposed  to  this 
bill  inali  its  principles  and  details;  believing  that 
its  provisions  are  not  only  destructive  of  the  prot- 
penty,  but  hostile  to  the  liberties  of  this  people; 
1  deem  it  an  indispensable  duty  to  call  for  the 
solemn  decision  of  the  Committee  upon  its  mer- 
its, by  moving  that  the  first  section  be  stricken 
out.  It  is  with  unfeigned  and  extreme  reluctance 
that  I  have  imposed  this  task  upon  mjrseif ;  it  is 
always  irksome  to  me  to  take  a  part  in  debates 
here,  because  I  know  but  too  well  that  any  inter- 
ference of  this  side  of  the  House,  in ,  measures 
agreed  upon  by  the  other,  is  useless.  It  is,  more- 
over, manifest  to  me,  that  it  hu  been  resolved  by 
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the  ttfajoricy  that  this  bill,  in  all  its  deformity, 
shall  pass ;  that  no  exertion  of  ours  can  arrest 
its  progress  or  amend  its  defects.  It  is  just,  how- 
ever, tkat  responsibility  skould  attach  to  those 
gentlemen  by  whose  votes  i^  may  be  enacted.  I 
eonsider  myself  bound  to  protest  against  its  pas- 
sage, and  to  defend,  however  unsuccessfully ,  the 
rights  and  interests  of  those  who  sent  me  here, 
now  most  unjustly  and  unnecessarily  attacked ;  I 
shall  not,  however,  detain  you  long,  but  will  en- 
deavor to  express  myself  in  as  few  words  as  I  can 
use,  so  as  to  be  understood.  Thb  measure  is  now 
brought  forward  as  a  war  measure;  as  such  it  has 
been  recommended  to  us  by  the  President;  as 
such  it  has  been  defended  by  the  gentlemen  of 
the  majority  in  the  very  limited  explanations 
which  they  have  condescended  to  give  us.  It  is 
asserted,  that  our  citizens,  forgetful  of  the  duty 
which  they  owe  to  their  country,  now  engaged 
HI  war,  traitorously  supply  the  enemy  with  pro- 
visions, and  thereby  enable  him  to  carry  on  the 
war ;  to^at,  by  the  aid  of  this  bill,  the  war  will  be 
shortened,  and  brought  to  a  speedy  close ;  that,  if 
it  is  not  enacted  into  a  law,  the  enemy  will  oon- 
tiaue  to  be  supplied,  and  thereby  be  enabled  to 
eontimue  the  war  as  long  as  he  shall  see  fit.  This, 
•ir,  is  speeions  reaacoiing;  and  if  I  believed  the 
premises  upon  whieh  ft  rests,  or  had  any  conft- 
ieaee  in  the  ioonclitsien  drawn,  I  woold  vote  for 
ali  those  parts  of  the  biU  that  I  consider  to  be 
Constitutional ;  for  there  is  nothins^  which  I 
eoold  legally  dOj  that  I  would  pot  cb,  to  bring 
this  war  to  a  speedy  close.  But  I  do  not  believe 
the  fact  asserted,  nor  the  deduction  made  from  it, 
supposing  it  to  be  trije.  Let  us  then  examine  this 
suDject  as  it  is  placed  before  us,  first  in  point  of 
fact,  and  then  consider  whether  the  professed  ob- 
'eet  ^  to  shorten  the  war"  will  probably  be  efiected 
>y  it.  I  understand  the  assertion  to  be,  that  our 
citizens  supj)ly  the  enemy  with  provisions,  direct- 
ly and  criminally ;  it  isaot  simply  that  the  enemy 
are  fed  by  the  provisions  from  thiseountry,  in  the 
oourse  of  its  neutral  commerce,  but  that  they  are 
stipplied  by  a  direct,  Hle^al,  and  corrupt  tmffic, 
fe^  up  with  them  in  denance  of  the  law.  This 
is  a  high  and  weighty  charge,  and  beibre  we  find 
our  «<mstitQents  goiltv  of  it,  and  proceed  to  judg- 
ment and  punishment,  we  ought  to  require,  and 
be  furnished  with  palpable  proof  of  its  troth. 
Now,  there  is  not  a  particle  of  testimony  before 
us  to  support  the  assertion.  Does  any  member 
know  the  fact  to  be  so,  on  his  own  knowledge  ? 
If  he  does,  let  him  say  so.    No  gentleman  has 

getended  to  have  any  personal  knowledge  of  the 
ct;  we  must,  therefore,  look  to  some  other  quar- 
ter for  the  evidence  of  its  existence.  But  I  may 
be  answered,  that  the  President  has  given  us  the 
necessary  information ;  true  it  is,  that  in  his  con- 
fidential Message,  he  has  assumed  the  fact;  but 
he  has  not  deigned  to  furnish  this  House  with  the 
proof  upon  which  he  has  hazarded  the  assertion. 
And  yesterday,  when  an  honorable  gentleman 
ftom  New  Yorx.  (Mr.  Oaklet,)  moved  that  we 
should  respectfully  apply  to  the  President  to  lay 
before  us  the  evidence  in  his  possession,  this  re- 
quest, though  highly  proper  and  reasonable,  was 


{ 


denied  by  the  majorltv.  Bhall,  then,  Presidential 
assertion  stand  for  full  proof  in  a  case  like  thisi 
Does  it  comport  with  the  justice,  with  the  hono- 
rable independence  of  this  House,  to  proceed  to 
condemnation  and  punishment,  to  be  inflicted  on 
the  community  whom  we  represent,  and  of  whose 
rights  and  character  we  are  the  guardians,  iipon 
no  other  ground  than  Executive  communication? 
I  think  not.  There  wis  a  time  when  the  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  taught  and  acted  dwereat- 
iy.  Then,  jealousy  of  Exeeiitive  power  and  io- 
nuence,  carried  even  to  the  extreme,  was  a  civic 
virtne ;  but  now,  the  satisfaetion  which  full  in- 
formation on  so  fntereiting  a  matter  would  hare 
gi^en  to  us  and  tooorcoastttuents,  has  been  held 
not  worth  the  delay  of  a  few  hours ;  ftud  when 
we  return  tb  our  people,  and  it  shall  be  demanded 
of  us  upon  what  proof  we  convicted  them — the 
only  answer  which  we  shall  be  able  to  render  will 
be,  that  the 'President  told  us  that  they  were  trad- 
ins  with  the  enemy. 

Information  on  thjs  point  was  all-important,  to 
enable  us  to  ascertain  the  extent  and  character  of 
the  alleged  traffic.  For  myself  I  must  say,  that 
I  do  hot  believe  that  it  has  ever  been  carried  on 
to  such  an  extent  as  would  have  anv  operation 
on  the  war.  On  a  small  scale,  contributins;  per- 
haps to  the  cpmfort  of  the  naval  commanders  of 
the  enemy  on  our  coast,  it  may  have  been  done. 
That  the  enemy  should  entice  the  poor  people 
who  inhabit  the  seacoast,  to  furnish  him  with  ve- 
getables, poultry,  and  small  articles  of  this  sort, 
was  to  be  expected.  Nor  can  the  act  of  yielding 
to  the  temptation  of  a  high  price  be  justly  con- 
sidered eitner  unnatural  or  highly  criminal,  when 
we  reflect  upon  the  unprotected  state  in  which 
those  people  have  been'leftl  And  remember,  that 
if  such  articles  are  not  furnished  voluntarily,  they 
might  and  certainly  would  be  taken  forcibly.  And 
shall  we  destroy  what  remains  of  the  commerce 
of  this  great  community  for  such  a  cause  as  this? 
If,  then,  there  is  no  evidence  before  us  of  the  fact, 
shall  we  presume  it  ?  No,  we  otmht  noL  I  do 
not  believe,  I  will  not  sufier  myselfto  believe,  (in 
theabsenoeof  testimony  and  personal  knowlec^e,) 
that  the  citizens  of  this  country  supply  ihe  enenf- 
with  the  means  of  cacrying  on  the  war  on  oilr 
coasts.  I  consider  tiie  accusation  as  unfounded  ; 
aad  instead  ot*  acting  upon  it  as  a  truth,  will,  un- 
less I  hare  further  information,  repel  it  as  false. 

Let  me  ask,  if  this  unlawful  traffic  has  been 
carried  on  to  the  enormous  extent  contended  for, 
why  have  the  laws  been  permitted  to  slumber 
over  it?  Why  has  not  the  criminal  (as  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  New  York,  Mr.  Orosveitob, 
said  yesterday)  been  exposed,  arraigned,  punished 
and  aisgraced  ?  There  has  not  been  a  conviction 
to  my  knowledge,  for  this  olTence,  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  United  States.  Surely  our  Govern- 
ment, with  its  tribe  of  officers  and  dependents | 
would  have  discovered  the  guilty.  Had  the  guilt 
have  been  committed,  our  independent  courts  and 
jurymen  would  have  punished  the  offender.  The 
offence  then  must  have  been  rarely  committed,  if 
it  ever  has  been  committed. 

In  New  Jersey^  there  are  as  many  facilities  for 
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earryiDg  on  this  commerce  as  anywhere.  We 
have  a  seaboard  extending  from  the  Capes  of 
Ddaware  to  Sandy  Hook,  inhabited  by  many 
poor  people,  along  which  the  British  squadron 
has  been  qruisins:  from  the  time  when  war  was 
first  declared.  But  I  have  never  heard,  nor  do  I 
believejthattheenemy  has  received  from  New  Jer- 
sey any  supplies  important  in  the  war.  Though 
it  IS  very  likely  that  he  ma^  have  obtained  some 
accommodation  of  the  triflmff  nature  I  have  air 
laded  to.  But,  even  of  this,  f  have  no  direct Jn- 
formation  or  personal  knowledge.  This  bill  then 
wants  the  fundamental  fact  on  which  it  has  been 
recommended  to  us.  If  this  ostensible  cause  fur- 
nishes the  real  motive  for  this  procedure,  it  is 
enough  to  Induce  us  to  vote  against  it, that  we  have 
neither  evidence,  knowledge,  or  well-founded  be- 
lief of  the  existence  of  that  cause  as  a  fact.  But 
suppose  that  we.  too,  assume  the  fact,  that  our 
people  do  trade  largely  and  criminally  with  the 
enemy,  fumishine  him  with  provisions  for  his 
fleet  and  army.  Is  embargo  the  proper  remedy  ? 
h  the  fruit  to  be  expected  Kom  it  worth  the  migh- 
ty sacrifice  which  will  attend  it?  Will  it,  as  is 
asserted,  ^  shorten  the  war  ?" 

The  proj)er  reward  of  guilt  is  punishment— but 
it  is  the  suilty  man  only  who  should  be  punished. 
ir  your  Taws  are  inefficient,  revise  and  amend 
Chem.  If  your  officers  are  careless,  remove  them 
and  appoin  t  those  who  are  more  vigilant.  But^o 
not  punish  a  whole  people  because  of  a  few  sin- 
ners. In  regard  to  its  operation  on  the  war — is 
there  any  foundation  for  the  supposition  that  the 
lenemy  cannot  sustain  it  without  the  aid  they  re- 
ceive from  our  citizens  ?  What  great  warlike 
nation,  armed  at  all  points,  was  ever  starved  into 
a  peace?  It  is  true,  that  it  might  be  put  to  addi- 
tional trouble  ana  expense;  but  that  this  war  will 
be  carried  on  against  us  as  extensively  and  efifect- 
nally.  after  the  passage  of  this  bill  as  before,  until 
we  aoandon  the  system,  a  few  months  will  I  fear 
abondantly  evince.  All  history,  as  well  as  our 
own  observation,  must  convince  us  that  such  pro- 
jects produce  effects  directly  the  reverse  of  what 
tbeif  authors  intend.  Such  an  attempt  was  made 
on  France  by  Britain,  in  an  early  stage  of  the 
French  Revolution.  Then  a  ^reat  scarcity  pre- 
vailed in  France,  and  the  British  Minister  at- 
tempted to  coerce  her  into  submission  by  cutting 
off  her  foreign  supplies.  But  what  was  the  con- 
sequence ?  JDid  It  "  shorten  the  war"  and  bring 
Prance  to  terms?  The  very  reverse  actually 
happened ;  the  spirit  of  the  nation  was  roused ; 
every  foot  of  ground  was  cultivated ;  plenty  re- 
tnmed ;  the  plan  was  rendered  abortive,  and  has 
been  justly  considered  the  weakest  that  was  ever 
nttempted  by  the  Minister  who  conceived  it.  The 
British  is  the  last  nation  to  be  materially  affected 
by  this  scheme,  and  it  is  vanity  itself  to  imagine 
that  she  will  vield  to  such  a  pressure.  The  time 
also  that  we  nave  selected,  is  the  most  unfortii- 
nate  that  could  have  been  chosen  for  the  experi- 
ment. Britain  is  now  allied  asainst  France  with 
all  the  other  great  continental  Powers ;  her  fleets 
ttiil  command  the  ocean ;  the  granaries  of  Eu- 
rope are  open  to  her ;  through  the  Baltic  she  may 


command  the  wheat  of  the  North  ^  the  isles  and 
countries  bordering  on  the  Mediterranean  offer 
an  abundant  supply,  upon  as  good  terms  as  tbo^e 
at  which  it  could  be  ootaiued  here^;  her  own  har- 
vestf  have  been  for  the  last  year  most  abundant; 
and  can  we  reasonably  expect  to  "  shorten  a  war" 
began  by  ourselves,  with  such  a  nation,  by  such 
means  ?  No !  it  is  mere  delusion.  Distress  our 
own  people  we  may,  and  certainly  will,  by  sucfi 
expedients;  but  if  We  do  not  end  this  war  until 
the  embargo  gives  us  peace,  we  shall  wage  it  ad 
Graccu  Calendas,  We  shall  not  even  take  our 
enemy  by  surprise.  He  is  not  only  apprized  of 
our  disposition  to  starve  him,  but  has  already  felt 
what  oiir  restrictive  energies  can  perform,  and 
past  experience  should  have  taught  us  how  worth- 
less and  destructive  such  a  policy  is.  We  began 
this  sort  of  warfare  in  1806.  Then  we  prohibited 
the  importation  of  certain  articles,  selected  very 
wisely,  expecting  to  distress  hec  great  manufac- 
turers, but  it  produced  nothing.  In  1808  we  called 
to  our  aid  embargo ;  that  was  to  starve  her  island' 
ers ;  we  kept  it  up  nntil  we  were  tired  of  it,  then 
abandoned  it,  and  were  laughed  at  by  the  British 
Minbter.  We  next  resorted  to  non-intercourse, 
both  with  England  and  France.  This  neither 
coerced  England,  nor  satisfied  Franee ;  and  final- 
ly we  were  obli^d  to  declare  war.  Let  us  no 
longer  be  deceived.  If  we  mean  to  conquer 
peace,  (as  the  fashionable  phrase  is;)  if  wemeali 
to  attempt  to  ^^  shorten  the  war"  by  any  efforts  of 
our  own,  let  them  be  noble  and  manly.  Let  ua 
cherish  (as  far  as  we  get  any)  our  copimeree;  to 
replenish  our  treasury ;  to  enable  our  citizens  to 
support  the  burdens  imposed,  and  to  be  imposed 
upon  them ;  unrestrained  by  too  mnoh  reffolation 
it  will  take  care  of  itself.  Let  us  sacredly  obey 
the  Constitution  and  laws,  in  war  as  well  as  in 
peace,  whatever  we  may  think  of  their  justice  or 
policy.  Let  us  face  the  enemy  like  men.  Meat 
an  invading  foe  on  the  shore  of  our  seas,  and  lei 
that  be  the  field  of  battle.  Let  those  who  made 
this  war ;  those  who  delight  in  a  war  of  invasion 
and  conquest ;  those  who  a^ire  to  the  honor  of 
being  the  founders  of  the  great  Western  Commer- 
mcrcial  Empire,  which  will  reach  from  Halifax 
through  the  Canadas  and  Lakes  to  New  Orleans; 
let  these  men  shorten  the  war  on  the  ramparts  itf 
Q^uehec.  Thither  let  ^  brave  Western  mililia 
(who  have  covered  themselves  with  unfading 
glory)  resort.  Happily,  on  their  route,  they  oaay 
fall  in  with  their  brethren  of  the  standing  army ; 
be  able  to  inspire  its  Generals  with  wisdom  and 
concord,  and  infuse  into  the  men  a  portion  of 
their  own  martial  spirit.  Then  may  oar  people 
forget  the  errors  which  have  attended  bur  career; 
this  army  redeem  itself  from  disgrace,  and  the 
American  name  be  as  famous  for  deeds  of  valor 
on  the  land,  as  it  ia  already  for. those  performed 
on  the  ocean. 

It  is  worthy  the  grave  attention  of  this  Conv- 
mittee  to  consider  what  will  be  the  operation  of 
this  measure  upon  ourselves;  for  if  its  tendcney 
is  to  injure  us  more  than  the  enemjr,  we  oii|^ 
not  to  adopt  it.  By  this  measure^  we  shall  gif« 
I  a  most  severe  blow  to  the  farming  interest  from 
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Carolina  to  New  Bnglaod.  Yes :  the  interest  of 
that  large  and  valuable  portion  of  oar  commnni- 
ty — the  bone  and  nerve  of  the  body  politic — is 
sacrificed  foy  this  bill.  The  wheat  and  corn  mar- 
ket will  be  destroyed.  Wheat  now  commands 
from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty  cents  a  bushel.  After  this  law  shall  have 
been  in  operation  a  few  months,  the  price  will  be 
merely  nominal.  The  crops  of  the  next  season 
will  find  no  market.  AH  our  trade,  internal  as 
well  as  external,  is  by  this  act  placed  under  the 
Presidential  ban.  Even  one  part  of  our  country 
in  want,  will  not  be  «ble  to  obtain  its  supplies 
from  another,  where  the  article  may  be  rotting 
in  warehouses.  The  member  from  Louisiana  in- 
formed us  yesterday,  that  this  would  probably  be 
the  condition  of  the  people  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Mobile.  But  he  was  gravely  answered  by  the 
honorable  Speaker,  that  if  such  cases  occurred, 
the  people  mnst  remove  to  a  more  plentiful  coun- 
try !  What  I  have  said  of  wheat,  and  of  the  mid- 
dle States,  applies  to  every  other  article  of  country 
produce,  and  to  every  farmer  in  the  United  States. 
We  shall  take  from  him  the  fahr  price  of  his  labor, 
which  has  enabled  him  hithefrto  to  maintain  and 
educate  his  children.  Tou  take  it  from  him,  too, 
at  a  time  when  he  is  taxed  almost  for  the  air 
which  he  breathes.  But  the  mischief  is  still 
greater  in  particular  States.  By  this  fatal  meas- 
ure, yon  unite  with  the  enemy  in  depriving  many 
in  the  Eastern  Stages  of  their  living,  of  their  em- 
ployments, without  which  they  can  scarcely  ex- 
ist. A  large  portion  of  that  community  live  by 
commerce ;  their  land  is  cold  and  sterile,  but  their 
minds  and  bodies  active  and  stron^^;  they  live  by 
Che  ocean.  Is  it  an  object  of  this  bill  to  take 
from  them  their  all,  because  the  enemy  have  not 
yet  done  so  ? 

By  this  bill  we  shall  reduce  them  from  afflq- 
enee  to  poverty ;  we  place  before  them  the  sad 
alternative  of  breaking  through  the  restraints  of 
this  law  6t  starving ;  aiid  are  we  not  about  to  in- 
e«r  a  most  fearful  risk?  It  appears  to  me,  that  this 
measure  leads  to  consequences  the  most  alarmine ; 
and  of  which  I  will  not  permit  myself  to  speak. 
But  I  do  conjure  the  gentlemen  of  the  msgority 
to  pause  for  one  moment  and  reflect ;  I  2oniure 
all  who,  with  me,  consider  the  UnioQ  of  these 
States  as  the  ark  of  our  political  safety,  and  there- 
fore to  be  cherished  beyond  all  other  objects ;  I 
conjure  every  patriotic  man  to  take  care  how  he 
adopts  so  rash  an  expedient.  There  is  a  point 
beyond  which  freemen  will  not  be  compelled  to 
go ;  but  I  forbear. 

This  fatal  measure  will  not  only  destroy  the 
whole  of  the  export  trade  which  the  enemy  nday 
leave  QSi  l>ut  ^^o  our  import  trade.  We  impover- 
ish the  Treasury,  and  tax  most  enormously  every 
citizen  in  his  consninption  of  foreign  articles  of 
the  first  necessity.  What  neutral  will  come  to 
our  ports  when  ne  cannot  take  awav  a  return 
either  in  specie  or  produce  ?  None.  He  will  de- 
sert these  inhospitable  shores,  and  betake  himself 
to  other  markets.  The  current  of  trade  will  be 
essentially  and  perhaps  permanently  changed. 
Our  already  exhaasted  Treaiary  will  be  deprived 


of  mfliions  of  dollars  now  so  much  wanted  for 
the  public  exigencies.  And  articles,  by  long  hab- 
its, become  necessaries  of  life— such  as  sugar,  tea, 
d&c.  will,  like  your  penalties,  be  quadrupled  in 
pnce.  Let  us  not  destroy  our  own  children,  that 
we  may  inflict  a  light  stroke  upon  the  enemy. 

What  I  have  said,  in  regard  to  the  alleged  trade 
with  the  enemy,  and  its  probable  operation  on  the 
war  here,  had  no  reference  to  the  provision  trade 
carried  on  through  neutral  ports,  and  which  may 
ultimately  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  armies 
serving  against  the  French  in  the  Peninsula.   By 
prohibiting  this  trade,  (as  this  bill  does.)  we  may 
perhaps  distress  the  allied  army,  and  for  a  sbort 
time  paralyze  its  efibrts.    But  let  me  ask  gentle- 
men whether  this  is  the  real  object,  masked  un- 
der a  charge  against  our  citizens  of  illegally 
trading  with  the  enemy?    Have  we  indeed  been 
conducted  by  th^  invisible  hand  to  tbi.^  point  ?- 
Do  we  really  wish  to  be  the  open  aiders  and 
abettors  of  the  Iron  Kin^  in  his  wicked  war 
against  Portugal  and  Spain  ?    Do  we  really  de- 
sire to  throw  our  mite,  our  little  spiteful  mite, 
into  the  scale  of  the  tyrant,  against  nations  fight- 
ing for  thetr  native  land  to  repel  an  usurping  in^ 
vader  ?  I  hope  not,  sir.    This  is  not  the  sentiment 
of  the  nation^  yet  this  bill  will  efiect  all  that  can 
be  covertly  done  by  this  Government  in  aid  of  the 
French.    But  even  this  eflbrt,  unwise  as  it  is,  will 
be  ineffectual.    The  cause  of  Spain  and  Portugal 
will  succeed ;  we  may  embarrass  their  operations 
for  a  moment,  but  other  nations  will  gladly  supply 
what  we  shall  withdraw^    And  is  this  the  time 
to  unite^our  efforts  with  those  of  the  French  1 
The  cause  of  the  tyrant  is  on  the  wane ;  Europe 
has  arisen  from  her  slumbers,  and  is  in  arms. 
Whilst  we  are  adding  another  knot  to  the  ^  magic 
cord"  with  which  he  has  encircled  us — which  was 
to  have  been  cut,  but  has  not  been  cut  by  the  sword 
of  war — whilst  we  are  affixing  our  empty  rattling 
^  canister  to  the  tail  of  the  beast,"  the  hunumen 
are  in  sight ;  the  extended  spear  may  reach  him ; , 
he  dies,  or  he  lives  to  devour  us.    Mistaken,  dis- 
astrous policy  ]    Thus  to  throw  the  weight  of  a 
free  people  into  the  scale  of  the  oppressor  of  the 
world^  who  has  forever  returned  our  caresses  by 
injustice  and  insult  I    It  does  really  appear  to  me, 
that  the  passage  6f  this  bill,  connected  with  other 
matters  recommended  for  adoption,  in  the  Prcsi- 
dent's  confidential  Message,  (tor  this  is  only  the 
first  act  of  the  drama,)  we  are  to  be  made  prin- 
cipal actors  in  the  gr6at  continental  plan  of  coo- 
ouering  England  by  destroying  her  commerce. 
And  shall  we  meanly  come  in  at  the  expiring  end 
of  this  abortive  scheme,  to  receive  and  to  merit 
the  chastisement  of  a  world?    This  embargo  is 
only  a  part  of  the  Executive  plan ;  this  bill  was 
brought  into  the  House  by  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations  as  a  report  in  part.    The  President 
has  advised  us  to  prohibit  the  importations  from 
neutral  ports,  of  such  fabrics  as  are  usually  made 
in  England.    When  this  recommendation  shall 
also  become  a  law,  he  need  only  add  a  power  in 
the  collectors  to  burn  all  goods  which  they  sus- 
pect to  be  of  English  manufacture,  and  we  have 
the  French  system  in  its  very  essence. 
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Bet,  sir,  it  is  not  m^rtW  to  the  general  priaei- 
pits  ami  policy  of  this  bifi  that  Tobjeot;  its  de- 
tails, aUo,  present  to  my  mind  most  aerioas grounds 
of  complaint.  They  are  strange  and  alarming, 
oTcnnrniDg  principles  fundamental  to  our  free 
institutions,  and  exposing  the  persons  and  prop- 
erty of  the  citizens  to  arbitrary  sway.  Having 
had  no  opportunity  to  examine  this  bill,  (the 
House  refusing  yesterday  to  print  it,)  my  recpl- 
leetion  of  its  particular  provisions  may  not  be 
precisely  correct.  I  can  therefore  only  present 
to  the  view  of  the  Committee  a  few  general  ob- 
jections to  the  form  which  has  been  given  to  it. 
In  the  tirst  place,  the  penalties  appear  to  me  to 
be  tuftreasonably  severe,  and  disproportionate — 
making  no  discrim'i nation  between  different  de* 
greesofgnilt — taking  from  the  courts  the  common 
p^wer  to  graduate  the  degrees  of  punishment,  and 

.apportion  them  to  the  circpnratancesof  each  case, 
ittvolWiijg  all  who  transgress  one  *'  tittle"  of  the 
law  in  indiscriminate  ruin.  Every  law  should 
have  a  proper  sanction  to  secure  its  execution  ; 
erery  crime  should  be  punished  so  as  to  reclaim 
the  offender,  or  deter  others  from  doing  the  like. 
AU  beyond  this  is  abuse  of  power.  The  Amer- 
icaa  people  have  shown  much  concern  oa  this 
important  point.  They  have  expressed  their  dis- 
approbatioik  of  severe  punishment  by  generally 
ameliorating  their  criminal  codes.    This  bill  con^ 

'  fiscatea  the  vessel  and  ca^o,  the  carriage  and 
goods  of  erery  man  who  inmnges  its  provisions; 
aa4  superadds  a  penalty  of  four-fold  the  Tatue  of 

'  the  whole  !  This  is  the  rule  even  in  casek  where 
the  Tassel^  or  carriage  and  goods,  are  seized  and 
confiscated.  This  is  enormous,  and  beyond  alt 
bounds  of  justice  and  reason.  Besides,  there  is 
so  discrimination  between  the  ca^  of  him  who 
shall  break  this  law  with  the  criminal  intent  to 
aid  the  enemy,  and  him  who  knay  attempt  to  send 
away  his  goods  to  a  neutral  port,  to  saye  himself 
from  ruin.  And  yet  no  one  can  pretend  that  the 
^de  of  criminality  is  the  same.    This  bill  aiko 

'  invests  the  President,  and  through  him  the  cus* 
tom-bouse  officers,  with  powers  of  Tast  extent, 
aflecting  the  personal  rights  and  property  of  our 
citizens,  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  our 
Constitution  and  laws.  Custom- house  officers 
may  enter  houses  and  seize  the  property  of  any 
man  whom  they  shall  see  fit  to  suspect.  They 
may  even  interrupt  the  transportation  by  land,  of 
the  produce  of  the  country  from  one  place  to  an* 
other,  withtn  the  United  btates,  (a  branch  of  bu- 
siness now  of  the  utmost  importance,)  under  pre- 
tenee  that  a  wagon  is  going  towards  a  port  from 
which  the  goods  might  be  exported— or  towards 
a  place  in  the.  possession  of  the  enemy.  The 
President'^  orders  constitute  the  law  of  the  land. 
going  as  far  as  a  law  of  Congress  can  ^ve  fuH 
aai  entire  protection  to  the  person  executing  such 
orders. 

The  good  old  rule  which  we  receired  from  our 
ancestors,  and  to  be  found  in  Magna  Charta,  that 
no  freeman  shall  be  passed  upon  either  in  person 
or  property  but  by  due  course  of  law,  is  lost  sight 
of,  and  the  American  people  are  placed  ander  the 
dominion  of  a  single  mkn.    But  this  is  not  the 


most  deformed  picture  of  the  bill ;  the  means  by 
which  these  formidable  powers  are  to  be  executed, 
are  still  more  dangerous  and  alarming.  ■  The  col- 
lectors and  custom-house  officers  (famous  in  his- 
tory for  acts  of  oppression)  may  call  to  their  aid 
military  force,  whenever  they  see  fit,  without  con- 
trol or  responsibility.  This  prostrates  at  once  the 
liberty  of  the  people  ;  it  is  executing  civil  process 
by  military  power,  where  no  actual  resistance  has 
been  i  made  to  the  civil  authority.  There  is  no 
shield  interposed  between  the  breast  of  the  citizen 
and  the  bayonet  of  the  soldier ;  all  depends  on  the 
discretion  of  a  custom-hous^  officer.  A  host  of 
petty  tyrants  Will  desolate  the  land,  and  woe  be 
to  him  who  shall  incur  their  resentment;  they 
have  only  to  point  out  an  individual  aran  object 
of  suspicion,  and  the  military  force  raieed  to  de- 
fend bis  rights  may  assault  his  castle  and  seize 
his  person.  This  strikes  at  the  root  of  our  frea 
institutions ;  it  is  proclahning  martial  law ;  it  is 
repugnant  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  this 
nation.  The  Constitution  invests  Congress  with 
power ''  to  call  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the 
taws  of  the  Union.^  Military  force  cannot  bo 
resorted  to  originally,  not  even  the  militia  force; 
much  less  can  a  mercenary  aripy  be  at  oncecalled 
in.  Within  this  section  a  military  force  can  only 
be  used  when  the  civil  power  has  been  found  to 
be  incompetent.  The  act  of  Congress  passed 
during  the  first  Administration,  to  give  effect  to 
this  Constitutional  provision,  expressly  requires 
a  judicial  certificate  from  a  judge  of  the  United 
States  that  the  civil  authority  is  incompetent, 
before  the  militia  can  be  "  called  forth."  But  the 
bill  before  us  contains  no  such  provision  ;  mili- 
tary force  nuy  be  resorted  to  in  all  cases  at  the 
discretion  of  the  collectors.  And  let  me  ask,  if 
it  has  been  reserred  for  these  gentlemen,  formerly 
so  watchful  of  the  liberty  of  the  people,  so  alarmed 
at.  every  extensipn  of  Bxecutive  power,  to  do  more 
to  destroy  the  one  and  extead  the  other,  than  they 
have  ever  accused  their  opponento  of  intend iagi 
I  move,  sir,  that  this  bill  be  amended,  by  striking 
out  its  first  section. 

Mr.  PiTXiif  said,  he  was  highly  gintified  that 
hik  honorable  friend  from  New  Jersey,  had  moved 
to  strike  out  the  first  section,  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  trying  the  principle  of  the  bill. 

Prom  the  tenor  of  the  President's  Message  rec* 
ommendjng  this  measure,  as  well  as  frdm  the  bit! 
itself,  he  was  satisfied  that  an  embargo  was  now 
to  be  laid,  to  continue  during  the  present  war; 
and  that,  so  (ar  as  it  depended  on  the  power  of 
the  Qovernment,  all  interconrsa  was  to  be  stop- 
ped between  the  United  States  and  the  rest  of 
the  world,  dorio|r  that  period.  As  to  the  dura- 
tion of  the  war,  it  was  beyond  the  reach  of  ordi- 
nary calculation.  If,  as  some  gentlemen  have 
declared,  both  in  and  oat  of  this  House,  peace  is 
not  to  be  made  until  the  Caaadas  and  Nova  Sco* 
tia  are  conquered  and  ceded  to  us  by  treaty,  the 
period  of  the  termination  of  the  war  is  far  distant 
indeed. 

The  embargo  is  recommended  by  the  President, 
as  a  measure  necessary,  in  order  to  prevent  all 
intarcoQfsa  with  the  enemy,  nen  only  on  onr  froa- 
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ims  and  along  our  coasts,  bat  also  to  ^rent 
any  indirect  trade  wiih  thein,  by  moans  of  aen- 
trais,  iD  all  parts  of  their  dominion,  and  thecebjr 
distressing  them  to  that  degree  as  to  induce  ihem 
to  make  peace. 

He  had  thought  that  this  new  system  of  war- 
fare, by  embargo  and  noa-interconrse,  had  been 
Uied  and  found  wan  ting.  He  well  re^membered, 
when  war  was  in  iact  declared,  it  was  stated  \yy 
Us  advocates  that  the  restrictive  system  was  to  be 
abandoned. 

We  are  now,  however,  said  Mr.  P.,  not  only  to 
have  war,  with,  all  its  calamities,  but,  during  the 
continuance  of  it,  we  are  also  to  superadd  all 
the  evils  of  an  embargo,  and  a  complete  non-inter- 
course with  all  the  world. 

He  begged  the  Committee  to  consider,  in  the 
first'piaoe,  whether  the  effects  and  operatioa  of 
ihis  measure  upon  the  eaemy^  would  be  snoh  as 
was  contemplated;  and, in  the  next  place,  to  re- 
fleet  upon  the  effects  and  operation  of  it  upon 
cnrseWes. 

That  the  enemy  in  Canada*  and  along  oar 
coast,  have  been  furnished  by  our  citizens,  ac  well 
aa  by  ncutrab,  with  some  articles  of  prorictons, 
was  net  to  be  doubted ;  but,  would  it  for  a  mo- 
ment be  believed,  if  those  supplies  could  be  en- 
tirely prevented,  that  the  armies  of  the  enemy 
would  be  obliged  to  leave  Canada,,  or  their  fleets 
compelled  to  abandon  our  consu? 

They  might  not,  indeed,  have  all  the  oonve- 
nieaces,  but  they  would  have  all  the  necessaries 
of  life.  Their  ships  have  always  a  larjp^e  supply 
of  beef,  pork,  and  ship  bread,  sufficient  for  almost 
any  length  of  time  they  might  remain  here.  But 
if  the  laws  now  in  force  are  insufficient  to  pre- 
vent these  supplies,  will  an  embargo  prodnoe  this 
effect  ?  Mr.  P.  said,  he  would  never  approve  or 
justify;  the  conduct  of  any  of  our  citizens  in  trad- 
ing with  the  enemy.  Tho^  who  are  thus  guilty 
^e  now  punishable,  not  only  with  the  loss  of 
their  property,  but  are  also  liabU  to  a  fine  and 
imprisonment.  Let  the  law  be  enforced  upon 
the  offehders  with  the  utmost  rigor,  but  do  not 
punish  M  whole  community,  on  account  of  the 
criminality  of  a  few  individuals.  You  may  pafes 
what  laws  you  please,  this  intercoarse  cannot  be 
entirely  prevented.  When  the  temptation  from 
a  prospect  of  gain  is  so  great,  and  this  temptation 
will  be  much  greater  from  the  effects  of  the  em- 
hargo  itself,  individuals  will  always  be  foaad, 
whose  patriotism  will  be  unable  to  resist  it. 

In  favor  of  this  measure  it  is  alio  urged  that, 
by  permitting  our  provisions  and  raw  materials 
to  depart  from  our  ports,  they  find  their  way  ei- 
ther directly  or  indirectly  to  the  ports  of  the  ene- 
my, and  that  British  manufsctures  also,  through 
▼arious  channels,  find  their  way  into  our  porta, 
by  which  means  the  enemy  are,  in  a  great  mea»- 
ure,  relieved  from  the  pressure  of  the  war. 

To  prevent  this,  and  thereby  lo  compel  the 
enemy  to  listen  to  overtures  of  peace,  on  our  own 
terms,  all  intercourse  with  any  part  of  the  world 
is  to  be  prohibited. 

It  is  unfortunate,  said  Mr.  P.,  that  past  expe- 
rience has  not  taaght  ua  lessons  of  political  wis- 


dom on  this  subject.  For  many  veart,^  &ngftand 
and  America  have  been  the  only  considcmUt 
commercial  nations  in  the  world.  With  n  ton* 
nage  almost  equal  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  sope- 
rior  to  that  of  all  the  rest  of  Europe  besides,  onr 
merchants,  when  neutral,  were  almost  without  a 
rival  in  every  market.  The  vessels  of  the  United 
States  are  driven  from  the  ocean,  and  locked  up 
in  our  own  ports.  Oreat  Britain  has  the  coaa- 
merce  of  the  world  at  her  command,  with  the  de- 
ception of  that  of  the  United  States,  and  of  thoan 
countries  under  the  immediate  control  of  the  ISok- 
poror  of  France.  The  North  of  Europe,  by  wny 
of  the  Baltic,  is  now  open  to  her.  The  extensive 
countries  bordering  oa  this  sea,  furoiah  a  markM 
for  a  large  proportion  of  her  manufactures,  and 
from  wt^nce  also  she  i»  able  to  draw  large  sa|)- 
plies;  and.  whatever  opinions  mty  be  fprmed  sm 
to  the  result  of  the  present  campaign  in  the  North 
of  Europe,  we  may  safely  calculate  that  the 
'^fughtful  climate" of  Russia  will  not  again  soon 
be  encountered  by  the  French  armies.  While 
Russia,  therefore,  is  open  to  British  commccon» 
her  manufactures  will  find  their  way,  not  only 
into  that  country,  bat  into  the  interior  of  EoroM 
The  Mediterranean  and  the  Black  Sea  are  akn 
open,  and  ftom  the  countries  bordering  on  theaci 
she  can^and  does,  obtain  iar^e  quantities  of  wham 
flour.  Whfttever  trade  Africa  may  have,  it  is  at 
the  command  of  the  British ;  and  the  whole  trade 
of  the  Rest  Indies,  the  East  India  Islands  and 
China,,  are  entirely  in  her  possession,  and  under 
her  control  Add  to  these,  the  Brazils,  the  Span* 
ish  West  Indies,  and  the  whole  of  Spanish  Aia(n- 
rica.  With  this  extensive  commercial  rangn^ 
who  can  seriously  believe  that  our  embargo,  even- 
though  enforced  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  can 
bring  such  distress  upon  her  fleets  and  armies,  or, 
upon  her  West  India  Islands,  or  can  so  iniure 
her  manufacture^  as  that  Oreat  Britain  will  be 
compelled  to  sue  for  peace?  But,  said  Mr.  P^ 
the  effects  and  operation  of  this  measure  upon 
oar  own  country,  and  upon  our  citizens,  ought 
not  to^escape  our  attention.  With  an  embargo, 
limited  in  duration  to  the  end  of  this  war,  wnat^ 
in  the  meantime,  is  to  become  of  the  rest  of  the 
surplus  prodnee  of  our  soil?  It  must  rot  upon: 
onr  hands,  or  our  citizena  nuist  be  driven  to  dif- 
ferent objects  of  pursuit.  There  are  thi;jKe  great 
interests  in  thia  country*-the  agricttlcural,  e^wkr 
niercial.  and  manufacturing.  Stich  iaterestsi  in- 
stead or  being  opposed,  do,  in  feet,  mutnaUy  cap- 
port,  and  are  supported  by,  each  other ;  audit  la 
the  duty  of  a  wise  Legislature  to  give  all  proper 
encouragement  and  protection  to  them  all.  Mei«» 
ther  should  be  sacrificed  to  promote  the  prosper- 
ity of  the  other.  Spread,  as  oar  citizens  are,  over 
*an  extensive  country,  reaching  almost  from  thn 
polar  to  the  tropical  regions — a  country,  differing 
materially  in  soil,  in  climate,  and  in  productions; 
these  different  interests,  in  different  sections,  have 
more  or  less  predominated  among  them.  Cut 
off  from  all  intercourse  with  the  rest  of  the  world, 
the  agricultural  as  well  as  the  commercial  intereat 
of  our  citizens,  will,  in  a  great  measure,  be  sacri* 
ficed.  What  is  to  become  m  the  great  staples  of  oiur 
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OAUitry?  The  cottoD,  tobacco  and  riee,ortlie  South; 
tbe  wheat  and  flour  of  the  Middle  States;  and  (he 
lumber,  beef,  pork,  com,  corn  meal,  and  (he  was 
aboat  to  add,  said  Mr.  P.,  the  fisheries,  but  these 
the  war  has  already  annihilated)  of  the  North 
and  East.  The  price  of  all  these,  as  well  as 
others,  the  produce  of  our  soil,  must  be  greatly  re- 
duced, or  toe  quantity  diminished  to  that  of  our 
own  consumption,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the 
price  of  all  those  articles  for  which  we  are,  and 
most  be  dependent  upon  foreign  nations,  such  as 
sugar,  coffee,  teaa,  dbc,  which  are  now  considered 
as  necessaries  of  life  in  every  family,  must  be  en- 
hanced beyond  all  calculation. 

Although  the  effects  of  this  embargo  and  non- 
intercourse  will  be  felt  severely  in  almost  erery 
part  of  the  United  States,  yet,  said  Mr.  P.,  it 
must  fail  with  peculiar  hardship  on  those  Stat^ 
where  a  great  proportion  of  our  shipping  is  owned, 
and  which  have  sometimes  been  called  the  navi- 
gating Sutes.  The  war,  it  is  true,  has  already, 
m  a  great  measure,  destroyed  their  navigation ; 
and  the  embargo  now  comes  in  to  complete  the 
dastroction  of  that  part  which  the  war  had  left 
them.  In  1810,  the  whole  tonnage  of  the  United 
States  was  estimated  to  be  1,424J81,  and  of  this 
the  New  England  Slater  and  the  State  of  N«w 
Tork  owned  881,840,  leaving,  for  all  the  other 
Sutes,  but  543,944,  and  of  this  whole  tonnage, 
MMacbofetu  alone  owned  4d5J303. 

la  oaarlv  two  himdred  yearn  have  the  people 
of  Massacuisettsand  the  East  been  accustomed 
to  obtain  Ji  subsisience  for  themselves  and  fami- 
lies by  commerce.  Siloated,  as  manv  of  them 
are,  abog  tbe  seacoast,  on  a  hard,  sterile  soil,  and 
in  a  severe  climate,  their  ships  are  their  all.  De- 
prived of  these,  they  have  nothing  left.  Can  you 
«rpeet,  said  Mr.  P.,  to  change  the  habits  of  these 
people,  or  t^  stop  them  in  those  pursuits  to  which 
they  have  so  long  been  accustomed?  As  well 
might  you  attempt  to  change  the  regular  succes- 
sion of  Sommer  and  Winter,  of  day  arid  night ; 
as  well  might  you  attempt  tostopthe  ebbing  and 
flowing  o(  the  sea. 

Bui|  said  Mr.  P^  let  gentlemen  also  seriously 
reflect  upon  tbe  efiecis  this  measure  must  neces- 
sarily have  upon  the  revenue  of  the  country.  All 
exportation  being  prohibited,  importations,  of 
•onsae,  must  soon  cease.  Io4e<^,  the  President's 
Maaingi  recommends  what  will  aosount  almost 
lo^n  lotal  prohibitionof  imports  as  wall  as  ex- 
ports. 

Additional  diceet  taxes  and  internal  doties,  to 
a  large  amount,  are  the  only  sources  of  revenue 
to  which  we  can  resort.  The  late  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  as  well  as  the  Cpmnftittee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  have  hitherto  considered  it  as  indis- 
peosablv  necessary  to  raise  a  sum  annually,  which 
should  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  and  reim- 
bursement of  the  public  debt,  to  defray  the  ordi- 
nary peace  expanses  of  the  Government,  and  also 
to  pay  the  interest  of  the  war  loans.  The  sums 
necessary  for  the  two  first  objects  have  been  esti- 
nuied  at  between  nine  and  ten  millions  of  dollars; 
and  the  interest  of  the  war  loans,  at  the  close  of 
the  pretext  year,  cannot  be  less  than  three  omI- 


lions.  The  amount  of  the  double  duties  on  im* 
ports  was  estimated  at  five  millions  of  dollars; 
the  residue  was  to  be  derived  from  the  direct  tax, 
and  from  the  internal  duties  imposed  during  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  together  with  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands. 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  imports^ 
and  to  pay  the  increasing  interest  of  the  war 
loans,  an  additional  sum  of  not  less  than  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars  must  be  raised^  either  by  direct 
taxes,  or  from  other  internal  resources.  HoWy  it 
mav  be  asked,  can  the  people  of  this  country,  with, 
little  or  no  market  for  their  produce,  and  with 
the  enhanced  prices  of  all  foreign  articles,  pay 
annuaUy  by  internal  taxes  the  enormous  sum  of 
from  ten  to  twelve  millions  of  dollars  ? 

The  President,  in  his  Message  at  the  opening 
of  the  present  session,  has  told  us  that  *Uh*war 
^  is  illustrating  the  capacity  and  the  destiny  of  the 
*  United  States,  to  be  a  great,  a  flourishing,  and  a 
^  powerful  nation." 

That  tbe  Uaited  States,  if  left  to  themselves, 
are  destined  to  be  great,  flourishing,  and  power- 
ful, few,  perhaps,  will  doubu  But,  sir,  they  are 
not  to  become  so  by  embargoes  and  non-inter- 
course. They  are  not  to  become  so  by  a  system 
which  goes. to  paralyze  and  destrov  the  energiaa 
of  the  nation.  They  are  not  to  become  either 
great  or  powerful,  by  the  exercise  of  the  passives 
but  by  calling  into  operation  the  active  virtues  oc 
their  citizens. 

As  this  war  is  said  to  be  waged  for  free  com- 
merce and  sailors'  rights,  let  the  merchants  em- 
ploy their  vessels  in  the  trade,  which  is  still  left 
open  to  them ;  and  let  our  sailors  fight  their  way 
to  a  market,  on  that  element  where  their  righu 
have  been  infringed. 

Mr.  Whbaton  said:  The  motion  now  under 
consideration  being  to  strike  out  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  before  you.  a  deoition  upon  which  ia 
to  involve  the  (ate  of  the  whole,  any  observations 
touching  its  meriu  or  demerits  generally,  it  is 
presumed,  will  no^  be  deemed  to  be  out  or  order* 
Copies  of  it  not  having  been  laid  upon  our  tablea, 
as  has  been  usual  in  all  oases  of  considerable  inn 
portance,  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  examin- 
ing iu  details,  nor  do  I  want  any.  The  sojund  of 
its  very  name  is  so  ffrating  to  the  ear,  as  to  induce 
the  belief  that  its  picture  cannot  be  very  pleasing 
to  the  eye.  The  object  contemplated  by  iu  pro>- 
jector.  and  which  those  that  are  determined  to 
vote  for  it  now  have  in  view,-— for  advocates,  it 
has  nonctoo  oae,  having  spoken  in  iu  fovor — may 
not  be  very  difficult  to  conjecture  ;  and  I  really 
want  no  prophet  to  inform  me  what  will  b^.tu 
consequences  aiK]  eieeU  i  and  were  practising 
upon  the  principle  of  doing  evil  that  good  might 
came  reconcilable  to  conscience.  I  am  not  cer- 
tain tlttt  my  voice  would  not  be  in  support  of  it* 
But,  doubting  of  the  correctness  of  such  a  prin- 
ciple, and  believing  any  aid  from  me  will  be 
unnecessary,  with  whatever  cheerfulness  I  may 
acquiesce  in  tbe  decision  of  the  majority,  I  may 
excuse  myself  from  being  one  of  them.  It  ought 
not  to  be  presumed  that  this  measure  is  designed 
to  relieve  the  enemy  from  the  trouble  and  ex- 
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peose  of  blockading  oar  ports,  tnit  to  press  him 
ioto  a  compliance  with  our  wishes.  That  it  will 
press  hard  upon  the  enemy,  or  harder  upon  our- 
selves, cannot  be  questioned ;  and,  if  it  shall  make 
him  ^illingr  to  offer  as  terms  of  peace,  or  us  will- 
ing to  accept  of  them,  the  fondest  wish  of  my  heart 
will  have  been  attained.  In  the  result  of  the  for- 
mer, I  have  no  belief;  in  that  of  the  latter,  I  en- 
tertain a  strong  hope.  How  is  this  to  occasion 
any  considerable  pnsssure  upon  the  enemy  1  Will 
it  either  frighten  or  starve  them  ?  Can  it  for  a 
moment  be  believed,  that  a  nation  accustomed  to 
war,  and  never  forgetting  what  will  be  necessary 
in  its  progress,  with  the  ocean  at  her  command, 
aiul  the  resources  of  the  world  at  her  disposal, 
could  ever  have  trusted  to  the  scanty  supplies 
tbat^ur  citizens,  however  disposed,  could,  m  the 
existing  state  of  things,  by  any  possibility^  have 
afforded  her?  It  would  seem  that  the  project  of 
restricting  commerce  bad  been  sufficiently  tried, 
and  that,  by  this  time^  wr  might  be  ready  to  shake 
off  its  shackles;  but,  as  if  trial  could  not  teach  us, 
nor  proof  convince  us,  we  are  still  called  upon 
implicitly  to  confide  in  that  in  which  we  hare 
been  confounded.  Our  Government  may  bdast 
the  original  invention  of  this  mode  of  warfare, 
and,  though  unratent^d,  there  is  no  danger  of  its 
being  |)irated.  Prom  the  experience  we'have  had 
of  the  benefits  resalting  from  its  adoption,  we 
need  not  be  apprehensive  that  any  other  nation 
will  follow  the  example.  But,  if  its  effects  should 
not  be  felt  by  the  enemy,  non€  need  fear  that  they 
will  not  be  severely  felt. by  us;  and  the  consider- 
ation that  no  great  gooci  is  to  be  attained,  but 
through  much  tribulation,  may  induce  an  acqui- 
escence in  the  measure^  The  war  in  which  we 
are  so  unhappily  engaged,  though  attended  with 
some  brilliant  incidents,  gives  us  no  promises, 
by  its  succiesses  hitherto,  on  which  we  can  relyj 
of  the  attainment  of  any  valuable  object  in  rela- 
tion to  our  foreign  relations.  And-  yet,  strange 
to  tell,  it  has  acquired  some  degree  of  popularity 
with  the  very  men  originally  opposed  to  it,  while 
those  of  another  class,  the  most  clamorous  for  it 
at  its  commencement,  are  beginning  to  be  tired 
of  it.  This  madness  wants  a  cure;  and  if  we 
explore  the  causes  of  it.  it  can  be  little  doubted 
that  an  effectual  embargo  will  afford  an  effectual 
remedy.  The  war  having  opened  a  wide  field 
for  speculation,  the  men  of  property  originally 
opposed  to  it,  impatient  of  remaining  in  that  idle 
situation  into  which  it  had  thrown  them,  have  at 
last  made  adventures  of  their  money  in  a  war 
state  of  things;  they  therefore  cannot  wish  its 
termination  till  they  find  a  beneficial  result  to 
tfceir  speculation.  The  farmers  in  the  country, 
by  the  very  high  price  which  their  produce  has 
commanded,  have  been  able  to  watch  the  holders 
offoreign  goods,  as  well  as  those  engaged  in  man- 
uftctunng  them  at  home.  Therefore  it  is.  that 
they  also,  feeling  very  little  inconvenience  from 
the  war  at  present,  have  no  great  objection  to  its 
continuing  a  little  longer.  But  an  embargo,  by 
raising  the  price  of  allforeign  articles  as  well  as 
home  manufactures  at  once,  will  soon  put  a  stop 
to  these  speculaUons.    The  dealers  in  these  goods 


will  have  made  a  delusive  profit,  not  being  able 
to  replace  the  same  by  the  money  they  have  got. 
The  farmers,  in  consequence  of  the  very  reduced 
price  of  everything  they  have  to  sell,  will  become 
poor,  besides  being  exposed  to  an  enormous  tax, 
by  the  use  of  everything  thej^may  have  occasioii 
to  buy;  and  the  manufacturer,  by  reason  of  the 
very  high  price  of  his  stock,  occasioned  by  the 
heavy  expense  of  land  traospdrtaiion,  cannot  sell 
low ;  and  the  people,  reduced  to  poverty,  will  be 
unable  to  buy.  And  thus  the  whole  Will  unite  ia 
condemning  the  war  and  everythiqg  leading  to 
it,  as  well  as  every  measure  adopted  to  aid  and 
protract  it,  and  will  he  willing  once  more  to  ac* 
quiesce  in  that  high  and  honorable  state  of  pros- 
perity which  they  enjoyed  before  the  dismal  day 
in  December,  1807,  wtfen  the  first  mad  project 
like  unto  this  was  attempted  to  be  put  in  exeeii* 
tion.  But  if  war,  taxes,  and  embargo,  at  once  in 
operation,  will  not  bring  the  people  to  their  senses, 
there  is  every  reason  to  fear  that  the  good  genius 
that  has  presided  over  this  country,  desponding 
of  his  eharge,  will  give  it  over  to  absolute  ruin. 

The  question  was  taken  on  striking  out  the  first 
section,  and  n^^tived— *yeaa  52,  nays  83,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YsAs — ^Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow 
Brigham,  Capsrton,  Champion,  Cheves,  Cill^,  Cooper, 
Cox,  Pewey,  Duvall,  £ly,  Gsston,  Geddes,  Grosrenor, 
Hanson,  Huftj,  Hungerford,  Kent  of  New  York,  King 
of  Massack'U,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Lowndss,  Markeil, 
Miller,  Moffitt,  Montgomeir,  Moseley,  MeKee,  Oak- 
ley, Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  John  Raed,  Rngw 
glei»  Schoreman,  Shefisy,  Bhipherd,  Smith  «f  N»  Tort:, 
tkanford,  Stockton,  Stuiges,  Taggait,  TaiUnadge, 
Thompon,  Yose,  Wheaton,  White,  Wiloox,  Wintes. 

NATs-^Messrs.  Alexander.  Alston,  Andenon,  Ar- 
cher, Aveiy,  Bard,  Bamett,  BoaU,  Bowan,  Biewa» 
Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chai^peU,  Clop- 
ton,  Comstock,  Cendict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creight^ 
Crouch,  I^avis  of  Pennsylvania*  Dawson,  Den<^ellM^ 
Desha,  £ppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Yennont, 
Fisk  of  Mew  York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glas- 
gow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Har- 
ris, Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingham,  Kennedy,  Kent 
of  Maryland,  Kerr,  iCershaw,  Lefierts,  Lyie,  Maoon, 
McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Muriree,  Nelson, 
Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Rich,  Roberts^  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier, 
Seybert,  Sharp>  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smitii 
of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tannehill,  Taylor,  Troup,  Udrae, 
Ward  of  New  Jersey,  WhitehiU,  Wibon  of  Peusyt- 
vania,  Wright  and  Yancey. 

Another  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Qrosyenoa, 
to  amend  the  bill  in  the  18th  section,  by  striking 
out  the  words, "  or  such  instructions  as  the  Presi- 
dent may  give,  and  such  rules  as  he  may  prescribe 
for  that  purpose,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  powers 
aforesaid,  which  instructions  and  rules  the  Col- 
lectors shall  be  bound  to  obey ;"  and  to  insert,  in 
lieu  thereof,  the  words,  "the  laws  of  the  United 
Slates." 

And  the  question  beingtaken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative— yeas  56,  nays  80, as  follows: 

YiAS^Messrs.  Baylies  of  Maasaehnaetta,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Brigfaam,  Cq>erton,  Champion,  Cheves,  OUky, 
Cooper,  Cox,  Davenpoitp  Dewej,  Dnvall^  Bly,  Pasw 
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Jtekflon  «r  Rhode  Uhnd^  King  of  MMMchnMtta,  Law, 
Leww,  LoveU,  Wacon,  Markelk  McKee,  Miller,  Moffit, 
Mon<gomeiy,  Moeeiey,  OaUejr,  Peanon,  Pickenny, 
Pitkin,  Post,  John  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Shefiey, 
ahifhard.  Smith  of  New  Hampehure,  Stanford,  Stock- 
ton, Stiu^sea,  Taggart,  TaUmadge,  Thompson,  Vose, 
Wbeaton,  Whiter  Wilcox,  Wilson  of  Pennaylvania, 
Wintar,  and  Yancey. 

Nat* — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer, 
Avery,  Bard,  Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell, 
Botler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clopton,  Com- 
atock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch, 
Dawson,  Benoyelles,  Desha,  £»ppes,  Findley,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Ghol- 
8on,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gonrdin,  Grifiin,  Grundy, 
HaU,  Harris,  Hubbard,  Hum^eys,  Ingham,  Irving, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Lefierts, 
Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore, 
Murfree,  Nekon,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens, 
Piper,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Roberts,  Robertson, 
Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Penn- 
•vlvaiiia.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  Tanijiehill,  Ti^lor, 
TTO^pt  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  and 
Wright 

A  motion  ws^  made  by  Mr.  GaosvENOR,  to 
amend  the  bill  by  insertiog,  in  the  Ist  section, 
after  the  words '^^a stores,"  the  following:  *'  em- 
ployed 10  whole  or  in  part  by  the  Qoverameot,or 
la  whole  or  in  part  for  publio  purposes." 

Aad  the  question  being  taken,  it  paated  ia  the 
Bfgaciva— yeaa 45,  naya  68,  as  follows: 

¥&▲#— Measn.  BayHaa  of  Masaaehusetta,  BigeloF> 
Boyd,  Brighaa,  Caparton,  Champion,  CIDey,  Cooper, 
Cax,  Cvlpeper,  Davenport,  Dewey,  Ely,  Gaston,  Qed- 
dii^  Oioatenor»Haiison,  Jmtikmm  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent 
ar  Naw  York,  King  of  Massaehaaatta,  Law,  Lewis, 
LoYett,  Miller,  Moeeley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
FMa,  Post,  John  Reed,  Sdinreman,  Sheffey,  Ship- 
hsd,  Sattth  of  New  York,  Stanfinrd,  Stockton^  Tag- 
gait,  TaUmadge,  Thompson,  Veae,  Wheaton,  White, 
WUeoK,  and  Winter. 

N  ATa — ^Messrs.  Alexander,  AJstc^,  ▲nderaon,  Areher, 
AiMiy,  Baid,  Bamett,  Beall,  Bowei^  Brown^  Burwell, 
Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  CheTea,  Clop- 
tODy  CoBstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawibrd*  Creighton, 
Crouch,  Dawaon,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Duvall,  Bppea, 
Farrow,  Findlev,  Pisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New 
York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Oholson,  Glaagow,  Goodwyn, 
Gour^D,  Grmin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hubbard,  Hum- 
pkrera,  HungeHbrd,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kent 
of  Ibry land,  Kerr,  Kenribaw,  Lefibrts,  Lowndes,  Lyle, 
Ifaeon,  MeCoT,  McKee,  McKim,  McLean,  Montgo- 
mery, Moore,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pick- 
ana,  nper,  Rhea  of  Tenneasee,  Rich,  Roberta,  Robert- 
son.  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of 
Pemajivania,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Strong,  TannehiU, 
Tvflor,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  WhitehiM, 
Wlbon  of  Pennsytrania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

Mr.  Pitkin  moved  to  an^end  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  following  words  in  the  12th  section  of  the 
bill:  "  or  when  in  vessels,  carts,  wagons,  or  in  any 
manner  apparently  on  their  way  towards  the 
territory  of  a  foreign  nation,  or  the  vicinity 
thereof." 

And  the  qaestion  being  takep,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  50.  nays  83,  as  follows : 

¥»▲•— Mesara.  Baylies,  of  Massachasatts,  Bigek)W, 
13th  Con.  2d  Ssss.— 65 


Boyd,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cilley,  Coz» 
Culpeper,  Davenport,  Dewey,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Hufty,  Jackson  of  Rhole  Island, 
Kent  of  New  York,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law, 
Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  Markell,  Miller,  Moseley,  Ogk' 
ley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  John  Reed,  Rug- 
gles,  Schureman,  Sheffey,  Shipherd,  Smith  of  New 
York,  Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturges,  Taggart,  TaU- 
madge, Thompson,  Vose,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Andenon,  Arch- 
er, Avery,  Bard,  Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen^  Brown,  Horw 
well,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Galhoon,  Cheves,  Clopton, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Greightoa, 
Croueh»  Dawaon,  Denoyelles,  Deriia,  DuvaU,  Farrow, 
Fii^y,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Focdot', 
Franklin,  Ghobon,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  oA 
fio,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hubbard,  Humphreya» 
Hungerford,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kent  c€  Magr- 
land.  Ken;,  Kershaw,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee, 
McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfirea,  Nelson,  Newton, 
OEmsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Rhea  of  Tenneiaea, 
Rich,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong,  TannehiU, 
Taylor,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jerai^,  White- 
hUl,  Wibon  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and  Yanoey. 

A  matioa  waa  made  by  Mr.  Stookton,  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  adding  to  the  12th  section  the 
following  proviso: 

Pnmdedf  That  no  part  of  the  land  or  naval  forcea, 
or  militia  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  Territoriea 
there<^,  shall  be  employed  by  any  person  to  enforce 
any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  unless  a  previous  cer- 
tificate shall  be  given  by  two  magistrates  of  the  State 
where  such  provision  is  to  be  enforced,  that  the  civU 
authorities  were  incompetent  to  enforce  the  same,  and 
that  it  is  necessary  to  employ  the  miUtary  or  naval 
force. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  detec- 
mined  in  the  negative — yeas  51^  nays  77,  as 
follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  BayUea  of  Massachusetts,  Bigelow, 
Qoyd,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Chainpion,  Cheves,  OiUeyy 
Cooper,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Dewey,  Ely,  Gaston* 
Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Huftv,  Hungerford,  Jack- 
son of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  King  of 
Massachuaetti,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Macon,  MarkeUp 
Miller,  MoiBt,  Moselay,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Post,  Mm  Reed,  Rogghsa,  Sohoreman,  Shef- 
fey, Smith  of  New  Yoik,  Stanfoad,  Stockton,  Stnrgea, 
Taggart,  TaUmadge,  Thompaan,  Voaa,  Wheaton, 
Wyte,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

NAva— Meawab  Alexander,  Alston,  Andataon,  Arek- 
er,  Avwy^  Baid,  Baisatt,  Bows,  Brown,  BnrweO, 
Botler,  Clalhomi,  Clapton,  ComMaak,  Condiet,  Couod, 
CmwSMd,  Croueh,  Dawson,  DenayeHea,  Dsaha,  Eppea, 
Farrow,  FindkMf,  Fiak  of  New  York,  Forney,  Frank- 
lin, Gholaon,  Olaagow,  Goodwyn,^  Gourdin,  Griffin, 
Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hubbard,  Hun^hreys,  Ingham, 
Irwin,  Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefieria,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Mc- 
Coy, McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Murfree,  Nelson,  New 
ton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Rich,  RoberU,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  8han>, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennaylvania,  Strong,  TannehiU, 
Taylor,  Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  White- 
hilf,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  GaosvaNOB  to 
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smend  the  bill  by  tiniaviz  out  from  the  12th  sec- 
all  that  occurs  after  the  words  "shall  have  been 
given,"  to  the  end  of  the  section,  and  to  insert  the 
following  words:  *-in  double  the  value  of  the 
goods  so  seized,  that  the  same  shall  not  be  ex- 
ported or  disposed  of  contrary  to  any  of  t^e  pro- 
▼isions  of  this  act." 

And  the  question  beiqg  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn,  and  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative — yeas  48.  nays  73,  as 
follows: 

YiAS— Messrs.  Bsylies  of  M assaduisetts,  Bigelow, 
Bojd,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  CiHey*  Cooper, 
Ccupeper,  Davtenport,  Ely,  Farrow,  Gaston,  Geddes, 
Gromnor,  Hanson,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of 
New  Tork,  King  of  Massachusetts,  King  of  North 
Carolina,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Mscon,  Markell,  Miller, 
Moffltt,  Moseley,  Murfree,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Picker- 
ing, Post,  John  Reed,  Rnggles,  Seybert,  Sheffev, 
Smith  of  New  Tork,  Stanford,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tall- 
madge,  Thompson,  Yose,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
-and  Winter. 

Nats— Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Archer, 
Avery,  Bard,  Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown» 
Burwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cbeves, 
Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford*  Creigh- 
ton,  Crouch,  Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Eppes,  Find- 
ley,  Fisk  of  Vcrmpnt,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney, 
Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Grundy,  Hall, 
Harris,  Hubbard,  Hufty,  Hungerford,  Ingham,  Ir«?in, 
Kennedy,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle, 
McCoy,  McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Rich,  Roberts,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sharp,^  Skin- 
ner, Smith  of  Pennsylvinia,  Strong,  Tannehill*  Taylor, 
Troup,  Udiee,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Wright, 
and  Yancey. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hanson  to  add,  to 
the  end  of  the  13th  section,  the  following  proviso : 

Provided  aiwayt^  That  nothing  in  this  section  con- 
tained shall  be  constraed  to  impart  powers  to  the  Pre4- 
dent  infringing  or  impairing,  in  tbeir  execution,  the 
Constitutional  rights  and  liberties  of  the  citizen. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative^^yeae  43,  nays  82,  as  follows: 

YsAB— ^Messrs.  Baylies  of  Mass^nsetts,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Biigbam,  Champion,  Cilley,  Davenport,  B^wey, 
Ely,  Geddes,  Grosveoor,  Hanson,  Hufty,  Hungerford, 
Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New  YoriL,  King  of 
Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  LoTetl,  Markell,  Miller, 
Moffitt,  Moaeley,  I^Oiley,  Pearwm,  Pickering,  Post, 
John  Reed,  Rnggles,  Sheiley,  Shipheid,  Smith  ef  New 
Yoric,  Stanford,  Starges,  TalbBadge,  Thompson,  Vote, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter, 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson^  Archer, 
Avery,  Bard,  Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Brown,  Burwell, 
Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhoun,  Chappell,  Cheves,  Clopton, 
Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Crouch,  Denoyelles,  Desha,  Dnvall,  Bppes,  Farrow, 
Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Findley, 
Gholson,  Glasgow,  Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy, 
Hall,  Harris,  Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingham,  Irwin, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kerihaw,  £ng  of 
North  Carolina^  Lowndes,  Lyle,  McCoy,  McKee,  Mc- 
Kim, Moore^  Nelson,  Newton>Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens, 


Piper,  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tenneasae,  Ri^ 
Roberts,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert,  Sharp,  Skin- 
ner, Smith  of  Pennrflvania,  Strong,  Tannekill,  Taylor. 
Troup,  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jersey,  WhitehiU,  Wngfat, 
and  Yancey. 

A  motion  was  made  bjr  Mr.  Qro8vbho«  to 
amend  the  bill  in  the  13th  section,  by  striking 
out,  in  the  last  line  thereof,  the  words  "  for  his 
justification  and  defence,"  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof,  the  words  "in  such  suit  or  action.** 
And,  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  passed 
in  the  negative — yeas  45,  nays  75,  as  follows: 

YxAs— ^Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetts,  Boyd, 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cheves,  Cilley,  Cnlr 
peper,  Dewey,  DutsII,  Ely,  Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor, 
Hanson,  Haabrouck,  Hungerford,  Jackson  of  Rhode 
Island,  Kent  of  New  York,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett,  Mar- 
kell.  Miller,  Moffitt,  Moseley,  Murfree,  Oakley,  Pear- 
son, Pickering,  Post,  John  Reed,  Rnggles,  Shefley, 
SmiUiof  New  York,  Stanford,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tafl- 
madge,  Thompson,  Yose,  Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox, 
and  Winter. 

Nats — ^M^ssrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer, 
Aveiy^  Bard,  Beall,  Brown,  Burwell,  Butler,  Cald- 
well, Calhoun,  Chappell,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict, 
Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crouch,  l)awson,  De- 
noyelles, Eppes,  Farrow,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Yermont, 
Fisk  of  New  York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glas- 
gow, Goodwyn,  Gourdin,  Griffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Har- 
ris, Hubbard,  Humphreys,  Ingham,  Irwin,  Kennedy, 
King  of  North  Carolina,  Lefferts,  Lowndes,  Lyle,  Mo- 
Coy,  McKee,  McKim^  McLean,  Moore,  Neboii,  OnM- 
by ,  Paricer,  Pickens,  I^ter,  Rea  of  Pemi^yivania,  Rhea 
of  Tenneasee,  Rich,  Roberta,  Sage,  Sevier,  Seybert, 
Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong*  Taa^ 
nehill^  Taylor  Troup,  Udiee,  Ward  of  New  Jens^, 
Whitehill,  Wilson  of  Painaylvania,  Wrigfal,  aad 
Yancey. 

A  motion  was  made  bjr  Mr.  Kino  to  aaasd 
the  said  bill  in  the  fourth-  section,  by  iiiaer4ittg, 
after  the  word  ^*  States,"  in  the  seventh  line,  the 
words,***  or  from  one  port  in  any  State  to  anotlier 
port  in  the  same  State." 

And  the  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  passed 
in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  nod 
read  the  third  time  to-day. 

A  motion  was  made  bv  Mr.  Ouclet,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Pr^ent  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  the 
evidence  in  the  possession  of  the  Bxecutive,  that  ''mtf' 
plies  of  the  most  essential  kinds  find  their  way  irom 
the  ports  of  the  United  States"  to  the  fleets  and  armies 
of  the  enemy. 

Retoloed,  That  the  President  be  also  requested  t» 
cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  the  evidence  in  the 
possession  of  the  Executtve,  that  the  **  practioa  of 
ransoming"  is  made  *'  a  cover,  for  collusive  captnrea 
by  the  enemy. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  said  resolutions,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  54,  nays  74,  as 
follows : 

YxAS— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Mass.,  Bigelow,  Boyd^ 
Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Chappell,  Chevea^ 
CUley,  Cox,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Dewey,  Duvall,  B|y, 
Gaston,  Geddes,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Hufty,  Hun- 
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gadbrd,  Jmduon  of  Rhode  Iiland,  Kont  of  New  York, 
King  cKTMamchuMtte,  Law,  Lewie,  Lovett,  Markell, 
MeKee,  Miller,  Moffitt,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering, 
Pitkin,  Poet,  John  Reed,  Rngglee,  Schureman,  Shefiey, 
Slapherd,  Smith  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stockton, 
Stoart,  Sturges,  Taggart,  Tallmadge,  Thompson,  Vose, 
Wheaton,  White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, ATerr,  fiard,  Bamett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
BiDwn,  Bnrwell,  Bntler,  Caldwell,  Calho^n,  Clopton, 
Cometodt,  Oondiet,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton, 
Orooehy  Bcnoyelles.  Desha,  Eppes,  Findler,  Fisk  of 
Vermont,  FiA  of  New  York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Ohol- 
wofikf  Qlmagom,  Goodwyn,  Gonrdin,  (jhiffin,  Ghmndy, 
Hall»  Hani%  Habbard»  Humphreys,  Ingham,  Inring, 
Kennedy,  Kent  of  Marrland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King 
of  North  Carolina,  Leierta,  Lawndes,  Lyle,  MeCoy, 
McKimi  McLean,  Meore,  Moifiree,  Nelson,  Newton, 
Onnsby,  Parker,  Pi<±ens,  Piper,  Bea  of  Pennsylrania, 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Bich,  Roberts,  Seybert,  Sharp, 
Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Tannehill,  Taylor, 
TioiqH  Udree,  Ward  of  New  fmey^  WhitehUl,  Wil- 
ton of  PennsylTania,  Wright,  and  Yancey. 

The  engrossed  bill  layiqg  an  embargo  OQ  all 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  the  third  time;  and  on 
the  question  that  the  said  bill  do  pass  t  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  85,  nays  57, as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Avery,  Bard,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley, 
Brown,  Borwell,  Butler,  Caldwell,  Calhonn,  Chap- 
peD,  Clopton,  Comstock,  Condict,  Conard,  Craw- 
ford, Creighton,  Crouch,  Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Pesha, 
bpes.  Farrow,  Findley,  Fiik  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of 
New  York,  Forney,  Franklin,  Gholson,  Glasgow, 
Oeodwfu,  Gonrdin,  Chriffin,  Gnmdy,  Hall,  Harris, 
Hnbbavd,  Hamphrevi,  Inghsm,IrTinff,  Kenncny,  Kent 
of  Maryland,  Kerr,  Kershaw,  King  of  NorA  Cwolina, 
LsAite,  Lyie,  Macoik,  McCoy,  MoKim,  McLean, 
Moore,  Mnrfree,  Nelson,  Newton,  Ormsby,  Parker, 
Piskens,  Piper,  Rea  of  Pennsylrania,  RhM  of  Ten- 
■■issfi,  Rich,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Sage,  Sevier,  Sey- 
heti.  Sharp,  Skinner,  Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Strong, 
Tannehill,  Taylor,  Tron^  Udree,  Ward  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Whitehill,  Wilson  of  Pennsylvania,  Wright,  and 
Yancey. 

Nats— Messrs.  Baylies  of  Massachusetti,  Bigelow, 
Boyd,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Champion,  Cheves,  Cilley, 
Cooper,  Cox,  Cnlpeper,  Davenport,  Dewey,  Dnvall, 
Ely,  Gaston,  Geodes,  Grosvenor,  Hanson,  Hofty, 
Hnngerford,  Jackson  of  Rhode  Island,  Kent  of  New 
Yctk,  King  of  Massachusetts,  Law,  Lewis,  Lovett^ 
Lowndes,  Markell,  McKee,  Miller,  Moffit,  Montgom- 
ery, Mooeley,  Oakley,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post, 
Joan  Reed,  Ruggles,  Schureman,  Sheffiey,  Shipherd, 
flMth  of  New  York,  Stanford,  Stocklonf  Stuart,  Stur^ 
nsiTeggert,  TaUmadge,  Thompson,  Vose,  Wheaton, 
White,  Wilcox,  and  Winter. 

Ordered^  That  the  title  be,  "An  aet  laying  an 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  vemls  in  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  QnuiiDT  and  Mr.  Lnwiswere  appointed 
a  noouBittee  to  carry  the  said  bill  to  the  Senate, 
mud  desire  their  eoncarrenee  therein. 

TaoRSDAT,  December  16. 
Mr.  Gbdndt,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  carry  to  the  Senate  the  eugrosaed  bill,  entitled 


''An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  ves- 
seis  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States," 
reported  that  the  commiuee  did,  on  Monday  last, 
perform  the  duty  assigned  to  them. 

Friday,  December  17. 

A  measafi^e  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  and  Mr.  Blbdsoe,  a  com- 
mittee from  that  body,  as  follovFs: 

Mr,  Speaker:  We  are  directed  bv  the  Senate 
to  bring  to  this  House  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An  act 
laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,"  which 
Dill  they  have  passed  with  sundry  amendments, 
and  ia  which  we  are  directed  to  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  said  amendmenti  were  read  at  the  Clerk's 
table :  Op  which,  the  first  of  the  said  amendments 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

And  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Pitkin  to 
amend  the  second  of  the  said  amendments,  by 
striking  ,<)ut  these  words:  ^^and  which  shall  not 
have  nor  take  on  boards  for  the  voyage,  any  citi" 
zen  of  the  Unitefl  States^  except  such  as  may  pro- 
duce a  passport  therefor,  to  be  furnished  under 
the  authority  and  direction  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  deter* 
mined  in  the  negative — yeas  51,  nays  89,  as 
follows : 

YBAs-^Messrs.  Bavliee  of  MassaehusetU,  Bayly  of 
Virginia,  Bigelow,  Bradley,  Brigham,  Caperton,  Cil« 
ley,  Clark,  Cooper,  Coz,  Culpeper,  Davenport,  Dewey, 
Ely,  €Uston»  Ueddes,  Ckosvenorv  Hufty,  Jackscm  of 
Bhode  Island,  Kent  of  Maasacfansetts,  Law,  Lewis, 
Lovett,  Markell,  Macon,  MiUer,  Moffitt,  Moseley,  Oakp 
ky,  Pearson,  Pickering,  Pitkin,  Post,  John  Heed,  Rob- 
ertson, Ruggles,  8hefiby»  Shipherd,  Seiith  of  New 
Y<M^  Stanford,  Stockton,  Sturges^  Taggart,  TaU- 
madge, Tliompson,  Vose,  Wheaton,  White,  Wiloox« 
and  Winter. 

*  NATs-^Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anderson,  Arch- 
er, Aveiy ,  Barnett,  Beall,  Bowen,  Bradley,  Brown, 
Burwell,  Butler,  Calhonn,  Chappell,  Cheves^  Clopton^ 
Comstock,  Conard,  Crawford,  Creighton,  Crooch, 
Davis  of  Pennsylvania,  Dawson,  Denoyelles,  Desha, 
Eppes,  Findley,  Fisk  of  Vermont,  Fisk  of  New  York, 
Fornev,  Forqrth,  Franklin,  Oholson,  Goodwyn,  Gour- 
din,  Grffin,  Grundy,  Hall,  Harris,  Hubbara,  Hum- 
phreys, Hnngerford,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Irving,  John- 
son of  Virginia,  Kennedy,  I^nt  of  Maiyland,  Kerr, 
Kershaw,  King  of  North  Carolina,  LefliBrts,  Lyle,  Mc- 
Coy, McKim,  McLean,  Moore,  Mmrfree,  Nelson,  New* 
ton,  Ormsby,  Parker,  Pickens,  Piper,  Pleasants,  Potter^ 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Rich,  Ring* 
gold,  Roberts,  Sage,  Serier,  Seybert,  Sharps  Skinner, 
Smith  of  Pennsylvania,  Smith  of  Virgima,  Strong, 
TannehiU,  Taykir,  Tel£ur,  Tionp,  Udree,  Ward  ei 
New  Jersey,  Whitehill,  Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Wright,  Yancey. 

Several  propositions  were  submitted  to  the 
House  by  way  of  amendment  to  the  said  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  all  of  which  were  rejected 
by  the  House :  Whereupon,  the  said  amendments 
of  the  Senate  were  severally  concurred  in  by  the 
House ;  and  Mr.  Fiag,  of  New  York,  and  Mi; 
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Cooper,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  give  in- 
formation thereof  to  the  Senate. 

[While  the  abore  bill  was  under  discussion, 
Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the  foi- 
lowine  observations  upon  his  propositions  to 
amend  the  bill ;  which  were  negatived  :1 

Mr.  Kino  observed  that  it  was  not  his  inten*- 
tion  or  wish  to  consume  much  of. the  time  of  the 
Rouse ;  that  indeed  from  the  silence  of  the  mar 
jority  he  had  a  right  to  conclude  that  the  argu- 
ments  of  his  friends  in  the  minority  were  unan- 
swerable ;  that  the  majority  were  thereby  con- 
rinced  of  the  inexpediency  of  the  measure,  and 
would  abandon  it.  However,  as  this  silence  is 
equivocal,  and  as  I  may  haveilrawn  too  lavora- 
ble  a  conclusion  therefrom,  I  will  add  a  few  obser- 
vations to  those  already  advanced  bv  my  friends ; 
but  I  shall  not  go  over  the  ground  which  they 
have  with  such  ability  occupied;  vain  indeed 
would  be  the  attempt  to  add  to  the  general  argu* 
ments  which  they  have  advanced ;  mine,  there- 
fore, shall  be.  of  a  local  nature,  as  to  the  probable 
bearing  and  effect  of  this  measure  bpon  that  j^rt 
of  pur  country  with  which  I  am  more  particu- 
larlir  acquainted. 

Since  you  have  stricken  from  the  bill,  as  origi- 
nally reported,  the  seventh  and  eleventh  sections, 
which  permitted  a  limited  coasting  trade,  it  has 
become  more  harsh  in  ita  features,  and  its  opera- 
tion must  be  infinitely  more  oppressive.  Pass 
the  bill,  sir,  as  it  now  stands,  and  it  will  not  be 
possible  for  the  inhabitants  on  the  seaboard,  in 
the  Eastern  section  of  the  Union,  to  subsist  for 
six  months*  The  interior  of  that  country  may 
have,  at  the  last  very  productive  season,  raised 
sufficient  for  their  immediate  support,  but  this  is 
not  the  case  on  the  seaboard ;  there  they  are  in 
wtnt  of  articles  of  the  first  neeessity.  A  part  of 
that  country  has  been  recently  settled---oth6r 

Krts  are  not  suitable  for  oultivation.    T^e  in- 
bitantrhave  alwa3r8  been  accustomed  to  draw 
their  principal  support  from  the  ocean,  from  their 
fisheries,  lumber,  and  coasting  trade.    It  is  thus 
they  have  been  compelled  to  obtain  their  weekly 
ana  monthly  supplies.    I  fear  thut  gentlemen  are 
not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  that  part  of  our 
country,  and  do  not  realize  the  calamities  they 
will,  by  this  measure,  inevitably  bring  upon  it. 
With  our  extended  ^acoast,  our  rough,  and'  in 
many  parts,  sterile  country,  it  will,  sir,  be  impos- 
sible by  land  to  carry  sufficient  supplies  into  every 
part  of  the  District  of  Maine;  the  state  of  our 
Mads  and  the  face  of  our  country  forbid  it.   You 
may  with  some  facility  proceed  as  (ar  as  the 
Kennebec;  there,  on  the  seaboard,  yon  meet 
with  a  natural  barrier  to  land  carriage.    Sup- 
pose you  pass  that  river,  and  with  difficulty  pro- 
oeed  to  the  Penobscot ;  jfou  must  then  transport 
your  wagons  thirty  miles  by   water,  or  drive 
them  for  a  long  distance  upon  the  margin  of  that 
river,  over  a  broken  and  mountainous  conntrv ; 
but  if,  with  all  this  hazard,  labor,  and  trouble, 
you  pass  the  Penobscot,  what  will  you  then  en- 
counter 1    After  leaving  the  vicinity  of  the  river, 
you  meet  with  few  settlements,  a  thinly  inhabited 
country,  extensive  wildernesses,  with  scarcely  a 


track  of  the  human  foot  through  them.  It  is  im- 
possible, I  repeat  it,  sir,  that  you  should  thtis  sup- 
ply the  wants  and  exigencies  of  that  part  of  oar 
country. 

But  an  honorable  eentleman  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  Clay)  has  said,  if  provisions  cannot  be 
transported  by  land  to  a  people  thus  situated, 
they  must  go  to  the  provisions ;  they  m^st  even 
quit  their  country,  their  farms,  and  their  endeared 
firesides,  and  go  to  a  n^pre  hospitable,  more  fa- 
vorable climate. 

[The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  hare  exolaiaed 
his  observations,  as  having  been  confined  to  ibe 
thinly  inhabited  country  near  Mobile ;  that  it 
was  beuer  that  the  iiihabitanis  there  akoold 
suffer  some  deprivations,  or  eveh  be  oonpriled 
to  leave  th(at  part  df  the  country,  than  that  the 
enemy  should  receive  Essential  supplies  through 
them,  or  thkt  the  effective  operatloas  of  an  ntk- 
portant  roieasure  should  be  p^evetttedjj[ 

Mr.  Kino  continued:  As,  Mr.  Cmainnan,  a 
part  of  the  District  of  Mkine  is,  and  other  parts 
of  our  country  may  be.  like  Mobile,  thinly  inhab- 
ited and  exposed  to  tiie  same  inconveniences  in 
point  ot  situation,  the  principle  of  the  gentleman 
was  equally  applicable  to  the  inhabitants  of  those 
parts  of  our  country,  and  they  fell  of  course  un- 
der the  same  condemnation  and  proscription.  At 
all  evenu,  sir,  such  must  be  the  operation  of  this 
measure  upon  them.  Pass  this  bill  into  a  law, 
and  enforce  it  in  all  its  rigors  and  horrors^  and 
they  must  emigrate  or  starve.  But,  indeed,  sir,  I 
do  not  think  they  will  do  or  suffer  either,  until 
they  shall  have  made  use  of  all  the  means  wbieb 
God  and  nature  have  put  into  their  hands  for 
redress. 

I  know  the  people  of  Mai)fte  wtell.  I  was  ham 
among  them.  I  am  one  of  them,  and  feel  a  con- 
scious pride  ii|  represeathig  their  interest,  their 
feelings,  and  their  views.  Yes^sir,  I  well  knww 
their  bardv  sons ;  rough  as  tbeir  cliuMte,  uni^ol- 
isbed  as  their  countr^r ;  treat  them  as  fieemeu, 
and  they  ar^  like  their  own  ocean  in  a  cahn ; 
but  oppress  them,  treat  them  as  slaves,  and  '^tite 
tempestuous  'sea  of  liberty"  is  not  more  violent 
and  unmanageable.  What  must  you  expect  froai 
such  a  people  when  you  attempt,  with  the  stroke 
of  a  pen,  to  cut  them  off  from  all  their  accua- 
tomed  modes  of  industry  and  enterprise  ?  I  sog^ 
gest  not  this  as  a  threat,  but  as  a  solemn  caution 
to  gentlemen  how  they  raise  a  storm,  wbtcb  it 
will  not  be  in  their  power  to  calm  or  direct 

I  well  remember  the  slander  which  has  hesa 
industriously  propagated  against  this  people— of 
want  of  attachment  to  t^  Union— ^  a  diava- 
gard  of  ita  Constitution  and  laws.  But  believe 
me,  sir,  if  that  Union  ever  be  dissolved,  it  will 
not  be  for  want  of  their  attachment  to  if,  bat  be- 
cause this  QovernAient,  the  bond  of  that  Union, 
discards  them,  and  sacrifices  their  interest  and 
their  happiness,  and  tarns  protection  into  oppraa* 
siou.  Thev  do  not  disregard  our  Constitution  or 
laws,  but  they  do  in  vain  look  to  them  for  that 
protection  in  the  enjoyment  of  life,  liberty,  and 
propertv,  which  ihey  have  a  right  to  expect  and 
demand.    Of  most  of  their  external  commerce 
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tkey  bare  been  for  a  long  time  deprirad ;  th^ir 
VttsaeiSft  by  tbousands,  are  dow  rotting  at  their 
wbanres,  their  sailors  abaadoned  to  miserjrand 
want  5  their  fisheries,  for  which  they  are  indebted 
to  €kxl  and  their  own  industry  only,  are  ruiaed ; 
and  all  by  the  restrictire  and  war  acts  of  their 
rolert ;  and  now  the  scanty,  the  miserable  rem- 
Banc  of  their  onee  extensire  and  flourishing  com- 
merce, eren  their  friendly  coasting  trade,  from 
port  to  port  and  Bfate  to  State,  bv  which  they 
earn  ilmx  daily  ^read,  is  by. this  bill  to  be  taken 
from  them.  Under  your  Constitutional  right  to 
ragi^ate  commerce,  you  will  destroy  all  coni- 
daeree,  and  drive  our  seamen  into  foreign  service* 
iMlead  of  free  trade  and  sailors'  rights,  we  have 
DO  trade  and  sailors'  wrongs. 

Permit  me  here.  sir.  as  a  necessarv  caution  to 
gentlemen,  as  a  solemn  warning  to  this  country, 
as  an  impressive  lesson  to  the  American  people, 
to  read  a  catalogue  of  these  restrictive,  not  to 
say  oppressive  laws ;  I  could  wish  deeply  to  en- 
grave them  on  the  hearts  of  mj  fellow-citizens, 
in  perpetual  remembrance  of  the  causes  of  their 
saffisrings. 

No.  1.  Fcbruiry  28, 1806,  Mr.  Jlfferson.— "An 
act  to  suspend  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  certain  parte  of  the 
island  of  St.  Domingo,"  to  wit :  those  parte  ^^  not 
in  possessioii,  and  under  the  acknowledged  Qoy- 
emment  of  France.'^ 

No,  2.  April  18, 1806,  Mr.  icfferson.— "An  act 
to  prohibit  the  importation  of  certain  j^oods. 
wares,  and  merchandise,"  from  Qreat  Britain  and 
her  dependencies,  after  the  15th  of  November 
then  next. 

No-  8.  February  24, 1807,  Mr.  Jeflferson.— "An 
act  to  continue  in  force  for  a  further  time  an  act, 
eotiiled  *  An  act  to  suspend  the  commercial  in- 
tercourse between  the  united  Sutes  and  certain 
parts  of  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,'  extending 
to  Ctonaives  and  Tortug;a,  and  other  dependen- 
oiet  of  St  Dominffo,  not  in  possession  and  under 
the  acknowledged  Qovernment  of  France." 

No.  4.  December  a2,1807.Mr.  Jefferson.— "An 
act  lajring  on  embargo  on  ell  shijps  and  vessels  in 
the  porte  and  harbors  of  the  Unned  States." 

No.  5.  January  9,  1808,  Mr.  JeflGMrson.— "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act 
laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
potts  and  harbors  of  the  United  States." 

No.  6.  March  12,  1808,  Mr.  Jefferson.— "An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  sup- 
^emeatary  to  the  act,  entitled  An  act  laying  an 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  porte  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States." 

No.  7.  April  23, 1808,  Mr.  Jefferson.— "An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  laying  an 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States.'  and  the  several  acte 
tiipidemenUrfthereto,and  (or  other  purposes." 

No.  8.  January  9,  1809,  Mr.  Jefferson.— "An 
act  to  enforce  and  make  more  effectual  an  act, 
entitled  *An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships 
and  vessels  in  the  porte  and  harbors  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,'  and  the  several  acte  supplementary 
thereto." 


No.  9.  March  1, 1809,  Mr.  Jefferson.— "An  act 
to  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Qreat  Britain  and  France 
and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes." 

No.  10.  June  28, 1809,  Mr.  Madison.— "An  act 
to  amend  and  continue  in  force  certain  parte  of 
the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  interdict  the  com- 
mercial  intercourse  between  the  United  Statee 
and  Qreat  Britain  and  France  and  their  depend- 
encies, and  for  other  purposes." 

No.  11.  May  1, 1810,  Mr.  Madisond--"An  act 
doncerninff  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Qreat  Britain  and  Frapce 
and  their  dependencies,  and  fbr  other  purposes." 

No.  12.  March  2, 1811,  Mr.  Madison.— "An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  con- 
cerning the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  Qreat  Britain  and  France  and 
their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes." 

No.  12.  June  18, 1812,  Mr.  Madison.— "An  act 
dechiring  war  between  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Qreat  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies 
thereof,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
their  Territories." 

No.  14.  Mr.  Madison.— And  now, ''A  bill  lay* 
ing  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  ressels  in  the 
porte  and  harbors  of  the  United  States." 

Here,  sir.  you  have  a  catalogue  of  the  restrict- 
ive acts  or  an  American  Congress,  enacted  os- 
tensibly for  the  benefit  of  a  free  commercial  peo- 
ple !  If,  sir,  a  parallel  can  be  found  in  all  the 
annals  of  ancient  or  modern  despotism,  (always 
excepting  that  of  France,)  of  equal  commercial 
oppression,  let  her  abettors  show  it.  Would  to 
Qod  I  could  erase  from  volir  statute  books  thia 
record  of  oppression,  with  the  same  facility  as  I 
now  cast  this  schedule  of  the  acte  from  me,  and 
tread  it  under  foot.  Sir,  the  American  people 
cannot,  they  will  not  submit  to  be  thus  oppressed. 
You  tempt  them  too  far ;  vou  abuse  their  noble 
and  generous  nature ;  clouds  and  thick  darkness 
may,  for  a  time,  rest  upon  their  spirit  and  their 

eatriotism,  but,  like  the  sun  of  heaven,  they  will 
urst  forth  with  renovated  splendor. 

As  an  attempt  to  gain  a  partial  relief  for  such 
of  our  fellow-citizens  as  are  likely  p^reatly  to  suf- 
fer by  the  suspension  of  the  coasting  trade,  Bir. 
KiNQ  moved  to  amend  the  fourth  section  of  the 
bill  so  as  to  permit  coasting  vessels  to  so  from 
one  port  in  any  State  to  another  port  in  the  same 
Stete. 

And  in  favor  of  neutrals,  who  had  been,  or 
should  be  induced  to  visit  our  portSj  Mr.  K.  also 
moved  to  amend  the  amendment  or  the  Senate, 
by  striking  therefrom  the  following  words,  in  the 
first  section  of  the  bill : 

''  Whose  officers  and  crews  shall  consist  whoUj  of 
such  foreigners  as  did  belong  to  nations  in  amity  with 
the  United  Stetes,  at  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  said 
diip  or  vessel  in  the  United  Stetes,  and  which  diall 
not  have,  nor  take  on  board  for  the  voyage^  any  dti^ 
sen  of  the  .United  States,  except  snch  as  may  piodnce 
a  passport  therefore,  to  be  itarnished  under  the  author- 
ity and  dkection  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States." 
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DeoEMBER  17.— JFbtir  o'ctocAp,  p.  M. 

Mr.  Skinneb,  from  the  Joint  CommUtee  for 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  the  committee  had 
examined  an  enrolled  bill,  entitled  '-'An  act  lay- 
ing an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,''  and  had 
found  the  same  to  be  truly  enrolled :  On  which, 
the  Speaeeb  signed  the  said  bilL 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Committee  of  Bnrol- 
ment  do  take  the  said  bill  to  the  Senate  for  the 
signature  of  their  President. 


Monday,  Decen^er  20. 
Mr.  Skinner,  from  the  Joint  Committee  for 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  the  committee  did, 
on  Friday  last,  present  to  the  President  of  the 


United  States,  for  his  approbation,  tn  enrolled 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  mil 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbori  of  the 
United  States." 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President, 
of  the  United  States,by  Mr.  Coles,  his  SecreUr^F, 
notifying  that  the  President  did,  on  Friday  last, 
approve  and  sign  the  abovementioned  enrolled 
bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oakley. 

Ordered,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  im- 
posed upon  the  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United. States,  of  the  9th  instant,  as  well  as 
upon  all  the  proceedings  of  this  Hoase,  grow- 
ing out  of  the  said  Message,  be  taken  off;  and 
thfl^t  the  said  Message  and  proceedings  be  pub- 
lished. 
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TO  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  THIRTEENTH  OONGRESS. 

[FIRST  AND   SECOND   SESSIONS.] 

OOliPRISING  THE  MOQT  IMPORTANT  DOCUMENTS  ORIGINATINO  DURDK?  THAT  CON- 
GRESS, AND  THE  PUBLIC  ACTS  PASSED  BY  IT. 


FRANCE. 

Wo  the  Ecmte  of  Represtnlativea  : 

I  trrnDsmit  to  the  House  of  Representative's  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  eoDtaiDiog  the 
iBlormatioD  requested  by  their  reeolutioos  of  the 
21st  of  Joae  last. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

July  12, 1813. 

Department  of  State, 

Juhf  13, 1813. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  were  refer- 
lad  sorend  resoiutioos  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
•eatatires  of  tha  21&t  altimo,  requesting  iuforma- 
ikm  oil  eertaio  points  relating  to  the  Freneirdecree 
of  the  28(h  of  April,  1811,  has  the  honor  to  make 
to  the  President  the  foUowinff  report : 

la  furnishing  the  information  required  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  the  Seeretary  of  State 
presumes  that  it  might  be  deemed  sufficient  ibr 
nioa  to  state  what  is  now  demanded,  what  part 
thereof  has  been  heretofore  communicated,  and 
to  sup^y  the  deficiency.  He  considers  it.  how- 
erer,  more  conformable  to  the  riews  of  the  House, 
to  meet,  at  this  time,  without  regarding  what  has 
been  already  communicated,  every  inquiry,  and 
to  give  a  distinct  answer  to  each,  with  the  proper 
eijuanation  relating  to  it. 

The  House  ^f  Representatives  has  requested 
information  when,  by  whom,  and  in  what  man- 
tter,  the  first  intelligence  was  given  to  this  Gov- 
ernment of  the  decree  of  the  Qovernment  of 
Fraoee,  bearing  date  en  the  28th  of  April.  1811, 
and  purporting  to  be  a  definitive  repeal  of  the  de- 
ecees  of  Berlin  and  MiUn  \  whether  Mr.  Russell, 
late  Charg6  d' Affaires  of  the  United  States  to  the 
Government  of  France,  ever  admitted  or  denied 
to  his  Government  the  correctness  of  the  declara- 
tion of  the  Duke  of  Bassano  to  Mr.  Barlow,  as 
stated  in  Mr.  Barlow's  letter  of  the  12th  of  May, 
1812,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  that  the  said  decree 
bad  been  communicated  to  his  TMr.  Barlow's)  pre- 
decessor there  \  and  to  lay  betbre  the  House  any 
correspondence  with  Mr.  Russell  on  that  subject 
which  it  may  not  be  improper  to  communicate; 


and  alsoany  correspondence  between  Mr.  Russell, 
in  possession  of  the  Department  of  State ;  whether 
the  Minister  of  France  to  the  United  States  ever 
informed  this  Gbvernment  of  the  existence  of  the 
said  decree,  and  to  lay  before  the  House  any  cor- 
respondence with  the  said  Minister  relative  there- 
to, not  improper  to  be  communicated,  with  any 
other  information  in  possession  of  the  BxecutivCi 
which  he  may  not  deem  it  injurious  to  the  public 
interest  to  disclose,  relative  to  the  said  decree, 
tending  to  show  at  what  time,  by  whom,  and  in 
what  manner,  it  was  first  made  known  to  this 
Government,  or  to  anjr  of  ita  representatives  or 
agents  \  and  lastly,  to  inform  the  House  whether 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  ever 
received  from  that  of  France  any  explanation  df 
the  reasons  of  that  decree  being  concealed  from 
this  Government  and  its  Minister,  for  so  long  a 
time  afW  its  date;  and  if  such  explanation  has 
been  asked  by  this  Government,  and  has  been 
omitted  to  be  given  by  that  of  France,  whether 
this  Government  has  made  any  remonstrance,  or 
expressed  any  dissatisfaction  to  the  Government 
of  France  at  such  concealment  1 

These  inquiries  embrace  two  distinct  objects. 
The  first  relates  to  the  conduct  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  France,  in  regard  to  this  decree.  The 
second,  to  that  of  the  Government  of  the  Unitdl 
States.  In  satisfying  the  call  of  the  House  on 
this  latter  point,  it  seems  to  be  proper  to  meet  it 
in  a  two-fold  view :  first,  as  it  relates  to  the  con- 
duct of  this  Government  in  this  transaction; 
secondly,  as  it  relates  to  its  conduct  towards  both 
belligerents,  in  some  important  circumstances 
connected  with  it.  The  resolutions  do  not  call 
specially  for  a  report  of  such  extent ;  but  as  the 
measures  of  the  Executive,  and  the  acts  of  Con* 
gress  founded  on  communications  from  the  fi>x- 
ecutive,  which  relate  to  one' of  the  belligerents, 
havcp  by  necessary  consequence,  an  immediate 
relation  to  the  other,  such  a  report  seems  to  be 
obviously  comprised  within  their  scope.  On  this 
principle  the  report  is  prepared,  in  the  expecta- 
tion that  the  more  full  the  information  ^ven  on 
every  branch  of  the  subject,  the  more  satisfactory 
will  it  be  to  the  House. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  to  re- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2063 


APPENDIX. 


2064 


RtlationM  with  France^ 


port,  in  reply  to  these  inquiries,  that  the  first  in-  I 
telligence  which  this  Government  received  of  the 
French  decree  of  the  28th  of  April,  1811,  was 
communicated  bv  Mr.  Barlow,  in  a  letter  bearing 
date  on  the  12th  of  May,  1812,  which  was  re- 
ceived by  this  Department  on  the  13(h  of  July 
following;  that  the  first  intimation  to  Mr.  Bar- 
low of  the  existence  of  that  decree,  as  appears  by 
his  communications,  was  given  by  the  Duke  of 
Bassano  in  an  informal  ccraferencd  on  some  day 
between  the  Ist  and  10th  day  of  May,  1812,  and 
that  the  official  communication  of  it  to  Mr.  Bar- 
low was  made  on  the  10th  of  that  month,  at  his 
request ;  that  Mr.  Barh>w  transmitted  a  copy  df 
that  decree,  and  of  the  Duke  of  Bassano's  letter 
announcing  it,  to  Mr.  Russell,  in  a  letter  of  May 
11,  in  which  he  also  informed  Mr.  Russell  that 
the  Duke  of  Bassano  had  stated  that  the  decree 
had  been  duly  communicated  to  him ;  that  Mr. 
Russeil  replied,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Bai4ow  of  the 
29th  of  May^  that  his  first  knowledge  of  the  de- 
cree was  derived  fron^  his  letter,  and  that  be  hAs 
repeatedlv  stated  the  same  since  to  this  Qovern- 
ment.  The  paper  marked  A  is  a  copy  of  an  ex- 
tract of  Mr.  darlow's  letter  to  the  Department  of 
State  of  May  12, 1812;*  B,  of  the  Duke  of  Bas- 
sano's letter  to  Mr.  Barlow  of  the  10th  of  the 
aame  month  ;*  C,«f  an  extract  of  Mr.  Barlow's 
letter  to  Mr.  Russell  of  May  11th ;  D,  of  an  ex- 
tract of  Mr.  Russell's  answer  of  the  29th  of  May ; 
an4  £,  of  Mr.  Russell's  letter  to  the  Departoaent 
of  State  of  the  30th. 

The  Secretary  of  State  reports,  aisp,  that  im> 
commonication  of  the  decree  of  the  2Sth  of  April, 
1811,  was  ever  made  to  this  Qevernmeot  by  the 
Minister  of  France,  or  ether  person  than«s  Above 
atated,  and  that  no  explahation  of  the  eaose  of  it» 
not  having  been  communtcated  to  this  Govern- 
ment, and  published,  at  the  time  of  its  date,  was 
ever  made  to  this  Government,  or,  so  far  as  it  is 
informed,  to  the  representatives  or  agents  of  the 
United  States  in  Europe.  The  Minister  pf  France 
has  been  asked  to  explain  the  cause  of  a  proceed- 
iflff  apparently  so  extraordinary  and  exception- 
able; who  replied,  that  his  first  intelligcnee  of 
that  decree  was  received  by  the  Wasp,  in  a  letter 
from  the  Duke  of  Bassano  of  May  10, 1812,  in 
which  he  expressed  his  surprise  that  a  prior  let^ 
ter,  of  May,  1811,  in  which  he  had  transmitted  a 
copy  of  the  decree,  for  the  information  of  this 
Government,  had  not  been  received.  Further 
explanations  were  expected  from  Mr.  Barlow, 
but  none  were  given.  The  light  in  which  this 
transaction  was  viewed  by  this  Gtovernmeiit  was 
noticed  by  the  President  in  his  Message  to  Con- 
xreas,  and  communicated  also  to  Mr.  Barlow  in 
ihe  letter  of  the  14th  of  July,  1812,  with  a  view 
to  the  requisite  explanation  from  the  French  Gov- 
ernment. On  the  9ih  of  May,  1812,  the  Empe- 
ror left  Paris  for  the  North,  and  in  two  days  there- 
after the  Duke  of  Bassano  followed  him.  A  ne- 
gotiation for  the  a^jiMtment  of  ii\juries  and  the 
arrangement  pf  our  commerce  with  the  Govern- 

*  These  two  letters  were  traBsmHted  with  the  Pree- 
ident's  Message  of  January  »^,  1818. 


ment  of  France,  long  depending,  and  said  to  have 
been  brought  nearly  to  a  conclusion  at  the  time 
of  Mr.  Barlow's  death,  was  suspended  by  that 
event.  His  successor,  lately  appomted,  is  author- 
ized to  resume  the  negotiation,  and  to  conclude 
it.  He  is  instructed  to  demand  redress  of  the 
French  Government  ior  every  injury,  and  an  ex- 
planation of  its  motive  for  withholding  from  thia 
Governmen  t  a  knowledge  of  the  decree  for  so  long 
a  time  after  its  adoption. 

It  appears,  by  the  documents  referred  to,  that 
Mr.  Barlow  lost  no  time,  after  having  obtained  a 
knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the  French  decree 
of  the  28th  of  April,  1811,  in  demanding  a  copy 
oi  it,  and  transmitting  it  to  Mr.  Russell,  who  im- 
mediately laid  it  before  the  British  Grovernmenty 
urgihfif,  on  the  ground  of  this  new  proof  of  the 
repeal  of  the  French  decrees,  that  the  British 
Orders  in  Council  should  be  repealed.    Mr.  Rus- 
sell's note  to  Lord  Castiereairh  bears  date  on  the 
2pth  of  May ;  Lord  Castlereagh's^  reply  on  the 
23d^  in  which  he  promised  to  submit  ihe  d^rcf 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Prince  Regent.    (See 
papers  marked  F.)    It  appears,  however,  that  no 
encouragement  was  given  at  that  time'to  hope 
that  the  Orders  in  Council  would  be  repealed  m 
consequence  of  that  decree ;  and  that,  alrhougb 
it  #as  afHrwards  made  the  ground  of  their  repMl, 
the  repeal  was,  nevertheless,  to  be  ascrlM  to 
other  causes.    Their  repeal  (lid  not  uke  effect 
until  the  23d  of  June,  more  than  a  month  after 
the  French  decree  had  been  laid  before  the  Brit- 
ish Government  f  a  delay  indicating  in  itself,  at 
a  period  so  momentous  and  critica!,  not  m^iialy 
neglect  but  disregard  of  the  Fre%ch  deciee.  That 
the  repeal  of  the  British  Orders  in  Couaeil  waa 
not  produced  by  the  French  decree,  other  ptooGi 
might  be  adduced.    I  will  sute  one  which,  in 
addition  to  the  evidence  contained  in  the  lettera 
from  Mr.Russell  herewith  eommunicated,  taarkei 
G,  is  deemed  conclusive.    In  the  commaoioaiiaa 
of  Mr.  Baker  to  Mr.  Graham,  on  the  9th  of  Au- 
gust, 1812,  marked  H,  which  was  founded  on  ia* 
structions  from  his  Government,  of  as  late  dale 
as  the  17th  of  June,  in  which  he  stated  that  aft 
official  declaration  ^ouid  be  seat  to  thiacpoaUfi 
proposing  a  conditional  repeal  ot  the  Ordera  &a 
Council,  so  far  as  they  affected  the  United  Stata% 
no  notice  whatever  was  taken  of  the  French  de- 
cree.   One  of  the  conditions  then  contemplated 
was,  that  the  orders  in  Council  should  be  revived 
at  the  end  of  eight  months,  unless  the  conduct  of 
the  French  Gk>vernment,  and  the  result  of  the 
communications  with  the  Gbvernmeat  of  the 
United  States  should  be  such  as,  in  the  opinioa 
of  the  British  Grovernment,  to  render  their  revi- 
val unnecessary;  a  condiuon  which  proves  ia^ 
conteatably  that  the  French  decree  waa  not  eoa^ 
sidered  by  the  British  Govarna^ent  a  snffici^it 
ffround  on  which  to  repeal  the  Orders  in  Cooacik 
It  proves,  also,  that,  on  that  day  the  British  Qov- 
ernment  bad  resolved  not  to  repeal  the  Otdera  oa 
the  basis  of  that  decree;  since  the  proposed  re* 
peal  was  to  denend.not  on  what  the  French  Gh>f- 
ernment  had  already  done,  hot  on  what  it  might 
do,  and  on  arra;igements  entered  into  with  tha 
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UttiMd  Soue«^  meooneeud  with  the  French 
retteaL 

The  Preneh  deeree  of  the  28th  of  Aprit^ll, 
WM  transmitted  to  the  United  S^tes  by  the  Wasp, 
a  poWic  Teseel.  wfaieh  had  been  loDfr  awaicini^, 
at  the  ports  or  Ghreat  Britain  and  Franee,  de- 
spaiekea  frotn  o«r  Ministers  relating  to  these  very 
important  eoneems  with  both  OoTernments.  It 
was  reeetYed  at  the  Department  of  State  on  the 
13th  of  Jaly,  1812,  nearly  a  month  after  the  dee- 
laratioB  of  war  Miinst  Qreat  Britain,  Intelli* 
ge««e  of  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Conncil  was 
not  feeetred  nntil  aboat  the  middle  of  the  follow- 
ins  month.  It  was  impossible,  therefore,  that 
eimcr  of  these  nets,  in  whaterer  light  they  might 
be  Tiewed,  sbookl  hare  been  taken  into  eonsider- 
aXioOf  or  have  bad  any  inflnence  in  deciding  on 
tiMt  imporomi  erent. 

Had  the  Brttrah  Gk>f  emment  been  disposed  to 
repeal  its  Orders  in  Council,  in  conformity  with 
the  principle  on  which  it  professed  to  hare  is- 
smI  them,  and  on  the  condition  which  it  bad 
ilwif  prescribed,  there  was  no  reason  to  delay  the 
repeal  until  each  a  decree  as  that  of  the  28th  of 
April,  1811,  should  be  produced.    The  declara- 
tkm  cnf  the  French  Cbremment  of  Anmt  5, 1810, 
kad  Mlf  satisfied  erery  claim  of  the  British  <3ov- 
ennaenv  >^eeording  to  its  own  prfneiples  on  that 
poist.    By  it  the  decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan 
were  deelared  to  be  repealed,  the  repeal  to  take 
etEset  on  the  1st  of  November  following ;  on  which 
day  it  did  take  efibct.    The  only  condition  at- 
laeked  io  it  was,  either  that  Great  Britain  shonld 
Mlaw  the  eiample,  and  repeal  her  Orders  in 
Oaooeil^OTtiHiCtheUnitedBcates  shonld  carry  into 
eftetagaiost  her  their  non-importation  act.  This 
eondition  was,  in  ifs  nature,  subsequent,  not  pre- 
cadeat  $  reserving  a  right  in  France  to  peTiveher 
deoraes,  tn  case  neither  alternative  was  performed, 
fi^  thia  dechuracioa  it  was  pat  completely  in  the 
pawar  of  (Treat  Britain  to  terminate  thtseonCto- 
Tersy  in  a  manner  the  most  honoiable  to  herself. 
Ftaace  had  yielded  to  her  the  ground  on  a  con- 
lytton  with  which  she  had  deekred  her  willing- 
aaas  lo  comply.    Had  she  complied,  thenon- 
iaapattation  act  would  not  have  been  carried  into 
anal,  nor  could  the  French  decrees  have  been 
lavived.    By  refusing  to  comply,  she  has  made 
hcpalf  responsible  for  all  that  has  since  followed. 
By  the  decree  of  the  28th  of  April,  1811,  the 
deeraea  of  Berlia  and  Milan  ware  said  to  be  de* 
&iitivaly  repealed,  and  the  execution  of  the  non- 
kaportaiion  act  against  Qreat  Britain  was  de- 
darad  to  be  the  ffrouad  of  that  repeal.    The  re- 
peal, aUBounoed  by  the  deckration  of  the  Gtfa  of 
Aagoat,  1810,  was  absolute  and  final,  except  as 
ta  tte  eonditkm  subseoaeatly  attached  to  it.  This 
hitter  decree  ackoowiedffes  that  that  conditioa 
had  been  petfbraMd,  and  disclaims  the  right  to 
vevtva  it  in  consequence  of  that  performance; 
and,  exiandtng  back  to  the  l«t  of  Novembor,  con- 
firm%  in  every  ctrcoflostance,  the  preceding  repeal. 
The  latter  act,  therefore,  as  to  the  repeal,  is  no- 
thiag  iBore  than  a  confirmation  of  the  former. 
It  is  in  this  sense  that  those  two  acts  are  to  be 
mdarsiaod  in  France.    It  is  in  the 


that  they  are  to  be  regarded  by  other  Powers. 
In  repealing  the  Orders  in  Council  on  the  pre- 
text of  the  French  decree  of  the  28th  of  April, 
1811,  the  British  Government  has  conceded  that 
it  ought  to  have  repealed  them  on  the  declaration 
of  the  6th  of  August,  1810.    It  is  impossible  to 
discriminate  between  the  two  acts,  or  to  separate 
them  from  each  other,  seas  to  jo8tifv,on  sound  and 
consistent  principles,  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in 
Council  on  the  ground  of  one  aet,  and  the  refusal 
to  repeal  them  on  that  of  the  other.   The  second 
act  makes  the  repeal  definitive;  but  for  what  rea- 
son 1   Because  the  non-importation  act  had  been 
pot  in  force  ag^ainst  Qreat  Britain,  in  compliance 
with  the  condition  subsequently  attached  to  the 
former  repeal,  and  her  refusal  to  repeal  her  Or- 
ders in  Council.    That  act  being  still  in  force, 
and  the  decree  of  the  28th  of  April,  1811,  being 
expressly  founded  on  it,  Qrea(  Britain  repeals  her 
Orders  in  Council  on  the  basis  of  this  latter  de- 
cree.    The  conclusion  is  therefore  irresistible, 
that  by  thia  repeal,  under  all  the  circumstances 
attending  it,  the  British  Government  has  ac- 
knowledged the  justice  of  the  claim  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  a  repeal  on  the  former  occasion. 
By  accepting  xhf  latter  repeal,  it  has  sanctioned 
the  preceding  one.    It  has  sanctioned  also  the 
conduct  of  this  Qovemment  in  carrying  Into 
effect  the  aon-uaportation  act  against  Crreat  Brit- 
ain, founded  on  the  preceding  repeal. 

Other  important  consequences  result  from  thb 
repeal  of  the  British  Government.  By  fair  and 
obvious  construction,  the  acceptance  of  the  decree 
of  the  28th  of  April,  1811,  as  the  ground  of  the 
repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  ought  to  be  con- 
straed  to  extend  back  to  the  Ist  of  November, 
1810,  the  day  on  which  the  preceding  repeal  took 
elfect.  The  Secretary  of  State  has  full  confi- 
dence that,  if  this  question  couid  be  submitted  to 
the  ju4n>>^<  o(  an  impartial  judicial  tribunal, 
such  would  be  ito  decision.  He  has  equal  confi- 
dence that  such  will  be  the  judgment  pronounced 
on  it  by  the  enlightened  and  imnartial  world.  I^ 
however,  these  two  acts  could  be  separated  from 
each  other,  so  as  that  the  latter  might  be  made 
the  basis  of  the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Council, 
dittinot  from  the  rormet,  it  follows  that,  bearing 
date  on  the  28th  of  April,  1811.  the  repeal  ought 
to  have  relation  to  that  date.  In  le^i  construc- 
tion, between  nations  as  well  as  individuals,  acts 
are  to  be  respected  from  the  time  they  bi^in  to 
opemte ;  and  where  they  impose  a  moral  or  po- 
litical obligation  on  another  party,  that  obligap 
tion  commences  with  the  commencement  of  the 
act  But  it  has  been  urged  that  the  French  de*- 
cree  was  not  promulgate  or  made  known  to  the 
British  Government  until  a  year  after  iu  date. 
This  objection  has  no  force.  By  accepting  an 
act  bearing  date  a  year  before  it  was  promulgated, 
it  is  admitted  that^  in  the  interval,  nothing  waa 
done  repugnant  to  it.  It  cannot  be  presumed  that 
any  Government  would  accent  fh>m  another,  as 
the  baaia  on  which  It  was  to  round  an  important 
measure,  an  act  of  anterior  and  remote  date, 
pledging  itself  to  a  certain  course  of  conduct, 
which  that  Government  had,  in  the  interval,  do* 
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parted  from  and  violated.  If  any  OoreromeDt 
had  Tioiated  an  act,  the  isjoDCtions  of  wbieh  it 
was  bo^d  to  observe,  by  an  anterior  one  in  rela- 
tion to  a  third  party,  and  which  it  professed  to 
have  obserred  before  its  acceptance  by  the  other, 
it  conld  not  be  presumed  thai  it  would  cease  to 
Tiolate  it  after  the  acceptance.  The  eonckision 
is  irresistible,  that,  if  the  other  QoTemment  did 
accept  sQch  act,  with  a  knowledge  of  its  antece- 
dent riolation,  as  the  foundation  of  any  measure 
on  its  own  part,  such  act  must  hare  hten  the  os- 
tensible only,  and  not  the  real,  motive  to  such 
measure. 

The  declaration  of  the  Priaee  Ref^nt  of  the 
21st  of  April,  1812,  is  in  full  confirmation  of  these 
remarks.  By  this  act  of  the  British  Government, 
it  is  formally  announced,  on  the  authority  of  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Afiairs  to  the 
Conservative  Senate  of  France  that  the  French 
decrees  were  still  in  force  and  tnat  the  Order?  in 
Council  should  not  be  repealed.  It  cannot  fail  to 
excite  considerable  surprise  that  the  British  (Gov- 
ernment should  immediatel||r  afterwards,  that  is, 
on  the  23d  of  Junci  repeal  its  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil, on  the  ffround  of  tne  French  decree  of  the 
28th  of  April,  1811.  By  this  proceeding  the  Brit- 
uh  Government  has  involved  itself  in  a  manifest 
inconsistency.  It  has  maintained  bj  one  act  that 
the  French  decrees  were  in  full  force,  and  by 
another  that  they  were  repealed  during  the  same 
space  of  time.  It  admits,  also,  that  by  no  act  of  the 
French  Government,  or  of  its  cruisers,  had  any  vio- 
lation of  the  repeal,  announced  by  the  declaration 
of  the  French  Government  of  the  5th  of  August, 
1810,  been  committed,  or,  at  least^  that  such  vio* 
lation  had  not  bad  sufficient  weiffht  to  prevent 
the  repeal  of  the  Orders  in  Councu. 

It  was  objected  that  the  declaration  of  the 
French  GK)vcmment  of  the  5th  August,  1810, 
was  not  such  an  act  as  the  British  Cbverament 
ought  to  have  re^rded.  The  Secreury  of  State 
19  Sioroughly  satisfied  that  this  objection  is  alto- 

S ether  unfounded.  It  was  communicated  by  the 
Imperor  through  his  highest  official  omn,  the 
Secretary  of  Foreign  Afiairt,  to  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  Sutes  at  Paris. 
It  is  impossible  to  conceive  an  act  more  formal, 
authentic,  or  obligatory  on  the  French  Govern- 
ment than  that  alluded  to.  Does  one  Govern- 
ment ever  ask  or  expect  from  another  to  secure 
the  performance  of  any  duty,  however  imporunt, 
more  than  its  official  pledge^  fairly  and  fully  ex- 
pressed ?  Can  better  security  be  given  for  its 
performance  7  Had  there  been  any  doubt  on  this 
sabject,  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  herself,  in 
similar  cases,  would  have  completely  removed  it. 
The  whole  history  of  her  diplomatic  intercourse 
i^ith  other  Powers,  on  the  subject  of  blockade,  is 
in  accord  with  this  proceeding  of  the  French 
Government.  We  know  that  when  her  Govern- 
ment institutes  a  blockade,  the  Secretary  of  For- 
eign Afiairs  announces  it  to  the  Ministers  of 
other  Powers  at  London,  and  that  the  same  form 
is  observed  when  they  are  revoked.  Nor  was  the 
authenticity  of  either  act,  thus  announced,  ever 
questioned. 


Had  a  ^milar  declaration  been  made  by  the 
Minister  of  France  in  the  United  Sutes  to  this 
(Government,  by  the  order  of  his  own,  would  it 
not  have  been  entitled  to  respect,  and  been  re* 
speeted?  By  the  usa^  of  natioiu  sneh  retpaec 
could  not  have  been  withheld.  The  arrai^^emeat 
made  with  Mr.  Brskine  is  a  full  proof  of  iSt  good 
faith  of  this  Government,  and  of  its  impartialitT 
in  iu  transactions  with  both  the  belligerents.  It 
was  made  with  that  Minister  on  the  gronnd  of 
his  public  character,  and  the  confidence  dne  to  it; 
on  which  basis  the  non-intercourse  was  removed 
as  to  England,  and  left  in  full  force  agaioat 
France.  The  failure  of  that  arran^^ement  was 
imputable  to  the  British  (Government  alone,  who^ 
in  rejecting  it,  took  on  itself  a  high  reeponei- 
bility,  not  simply  in  regard  to  the  conse^ueaees 
attending  iu  but  in  disavowing  and  annoUtBj^  tkt 
act  of  ita  Minister,  without  snowing  that  he  had 
exceeded  his  authority.  In  accepting  the  declare 
ation  of  the  French  Mioipter  of  Foreign  AEtkin, 
in  proof  of  the  French  repeal,  the  United  Btmtm 
gave  no  proof  of  improper  criBdenee  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  France.  On  a  cotsparison  of  bonk 
transactions  it  will  appear,  that  it  a  marked  eon- 
fidence  and  respect  was  shown  to  either  Ghivara* 
ment,  it  was  to  that  of  Great  Britain.  In  aceepi* 
ing  the  declaration  of  the  (Government  of  Franoe, 
in  the  presence  of  the  Bmperor,  the  United  States 
stood  on  more  secure  grdund  than  in  aceepitiif 
that  of  a  British  Minister  in  this  country. 

To  the  demand  made  by  the  United  States  of 
the  repeal  of  the  British  Orders  in  CoanoU. 
founded  on  the  basis  of  the  French  repeal  of 
August  5, 1810,  the  British  (Govemsent  repliad, 
by  demanding  a  copy  of  the  orders  issued  by  the 
French  (Government  for  carrying  into  eflBect  tluit 
repeal ;  a  demand  without  example  in  the  iatee* 
course  between  nations.  By  this  demaad  it 
ceased  to  be  a  question  whether  the  Freoeh  ro- 
peal  was  of  sumcient  extent,  or  #as  foanded  on 
justifiable  conditions.  The  pledge  of  the  Freneh 
Government  was  doubted ;  a  scrutinjr  was  to  be 
instituted  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  was  to  be 
discharged,  and,  its  faith  preserved,  not  by  thm 
subsequent  conduct  of  its  cruisers  towards  tkm 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  but  by  a  copy  of  tha 
orders  given  to  its  cruisers.  Where  would  fhia 
end?  If  the  French  Government  intended  a 
fraud  hj  its  declaration  of  repeal,  annoaaced  to 
the  Minister  of  the  United  States,  and  afterwards 
to  this  Government,  might  it  not  likewise  eooa- 
mit  a  fraud  in  any  other  eommanicatioa  wbiak 
it  might  make?  If  credit  was  refused  by  tha 
British  (Government  to  the  act  of  the  Franek 
(Government,  thus  formally  announced,  is  it  prob- 
able that  it  would  have  been  given  by  it  to  aaj 
document  of  inferior  character,  directed  to  its 
own  people  ?  Although  it  was  the  policy,  and 
might  be  the  interest  of  the  British  Govern oeeat 
to  engage  the  United  States  in  lueh  a  contto^ 
versy  with  the  French  CGovemment,  it  was  far 
from  comporting  with  their  interests  to  do  ic 
They  considered  it  their  duty  to  accept  the  repeal 
already  made  by  the  Frenea  (Government  of  iu 
decrees,  and  to  look  to  its4>onduet^  and  to  that  of 
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ity  erttisers.  sanetioned  by  the  GtorernmenC,  for 
the  fiiUbfai  performaDce  or  riolation  of  it.  The 
Uaited  States  hftTing  beeo  ifijared  by  both  Pow- 
ers, were  onwiltiog,  in  their  exertions  to  obtain 
justice  of  eitber,  to  become  the  instrument  of  the 
otket.  They  were  the  less  inclined  to  it  in  the 
present  instance,  from  the  consideration  that  the 
prty  makiDg  the  pressure  on  them  maintained 
in  fuli  feree  its  unlawful  edicts  against  the  Ameri- 
cas commerce,  while  it  could  not  deny  that  a 
considerable  advance  at  least  had  been  mtide  by 
the  otlMT  towards  a  complete  accommodation ;  it 
being  manifest  to  the  world,  not  only  that  the 
fiuth  <^  the  French  Qore'rnment  stood  pledged 
for  tbe  repeal  of  its  decrees,  but  that  the  repeal 
4id  uke  effect  on  the  Ist  of  NOTember,  1810,  in 
regard  to  the  United  States ;  that  several  Ameri- 
eaii  vessels  takenr  trader  theib  had  been  delivered 
op;  ao4  judicisl  decisions  suspended  onfall,  by 
its  order ;  and  that  it  also  connnped  to  give  the 
most  positive  assurances  that  the  repeal  shoirld 
be  faitnfoUy  observed. 

*It  has  also  been  Qr|ed  that  the  French  repeal 
was  eottditional,and  for  that  reason  could  not  be 
acoepted.  This  objection  has  already  been  fully 
■BswerecL  It  merits  attention,  however,'  that  the 
acts  of  tbe  British  Government  relating  to  this 
sal]^t,  particularly  the  declaration  of  the  2l8t 
April,  1812,  and  the  repeal  of  that  of  the  23d 
Jane  of  the  same  rear,  are  equally  and'  In  like 
manner  eoaditional.  It  is  not  a  little  surprising 
that  the  British  Government  should  have  o^ 
jeeted  to  a  measure  in  aiiother  Government  to 
whieh  it  has  itself  given  a  sanction  by  its  own 
acts.  It  is  proper,  however,  to  remark,  that  this 
objection  has  been  completelv  waived  and  given 
up  by  the  acceptance  ot  the  decree  gf  the  28th  of 
Ami],  1811. 

The  British  Government  has  urged,  also,  that 
it  coold  not  contide  in  the  faithful  performance 
by  the  French  Government  of  any  engagement 
it  might  eater  into  relative  to  the  repeal  of  its  de» 
crees.  This  objection  would  be  equally  applica- 
ble to  any  other  compact  to  be  entered  into  with 
France.  While  maintained,  it  would  be  a  bar  to 
any  treaty,  even  to  a  treaty  of  |>eace,  between 
them.  But  it  also  has  been  admitted  to  be  on- 
tended  by  the  acceptance  of  the  decree  of  the 
88tb  Apnl,  1811. 

The  Secretary  of  State  presumes  that  these 
tets  and  explanations,  supported  as  they  ate  by 
anihtntie  documents,  prove :  First,  that  the  re^ 
peal  of  the  British  Orders  in  Council  was  not  to 
be  ascribed  to  the  French  decree  bearing  date  on 
the  28th  April,  1811  j  and,  secondljr,  that  in  mak- 
ing that  decree  the  basis  of  their  repeal,  the  Brit- 
isb  Government  has  conceded  that  it  ought  to 
have  repealed  them  on  the  ground  of  the  declar- 
ation of  the  French  Government  of  the  5th 
August,  1810,  so  as  to  take  effect  on  the  1st  No- 
vember following.  To  what  cause  the  repeal  of 
tke  British  Orders  in  Council  was  justly  attrib- 
utable cannot  now  remain  a  doubt  with  any  who 
hare  marked,  with  a  just  discernment,  the  course 
of  events.  It  must  afford  great  consolation  to 
the  good  people  of  these  States  to  know  that 


they  have  not  submitted  to  privations  in  vain. 
The  discussion  of  other  wrongs,  particularly 
that  relating  to  impressment,  haa  been  closed 
some  time  before  the  period  alluded  to.  It  was 
unworthy  the  character  of  the  United  States  to 
pursue  the  discussion  on  that  difference,  when  it 
was  evident  that  no  advantage  could  be  derived 
firom  it.  The  right  was  reserved  to  be  brought 
forward  and  urged  again  when  it  might  be  done 
with  effect.  In  the  meantime,  the  practice  of 
impressment  was  persevered  in  with  rigor. 

At  the  time  when  war  was  declared  against 
Chreat  Britain,  no  satisfactory  arrangement  was 
offered,  or  likely  to  be  obtained,  respecting  im- 
pressment; and' nothing  was  more  remote  from 
the  expectation  of  this  Government  than  the  re- 
peal of  the  Orders  in  Council.  Every  circum* 
stance  which  had  occurred  tending  to  illustrate 
the  policy  and  views  of  the  British  GovernmeiU 
rendered  such  an  event  altogether  improbable. 
From  the  commencement  of  that  system  of  hoa- 
tility  which  Ckeat  Britain  had  adopted  against 
the  United  States,  her  pretensions  had  graduallv 
increased,  or  at  least  become  more  fully  unfolded, 
a6oording  to  circumstances,  until,  at  the  moment 
when  war  was  declared,  they  had  assumed  a  char^ 
aeter  which  dispelled  all  prospect  of  aecommoda* 
tion.  The  Orders  in  Council  were  said  to  have 
been  adopted  on  a  principle  of  retaliation  on 
France,  although  at  the  time  when  the  order  of 
May,  1806,  was  issued,  no  measure  of  France 
had  occurred  on  which  it  could  be  retsiliatory ; 
and  at  the  date  of  the  next  order,  (January,  1807,) 
it  was  hardly  possible  that  this  Government 
should  have  even  heard  of  the  decree  of  Berlin 
to  which  it  related.  It  was  stated  at  the  time  of 
their  adoptibn,  and  for  some  time  afterwards,  that 
they  should  be  revoked  as  soon  as  France  revoked 
her  decrees,  and  that  the  British  Government 
would  proceed  with  the  Government  of  France 
fori  pcMm  in  the  revocation.  After  the  declare* 
tion,  however,  of  the  French  Government  of  the 
5th  August,  1810.  by  which  the  Beriin  and  Milan 
decrees  were  declared  to  be  repealed,  the  British 
Government  changed  its  tone,  and  continued  to 
rise  in  its  demands  to  the  moment  that  war  was 
declared.  It  objected,  first,  that  the  French  re- 
peal was  conditional  and  not  absolute :  although 
the  only  condition  attached  to  it  was,  that  Great 
Britain  should  follow  the  example,  or  the  United 
States  fulfil  their  pledge,  by  executing  the  non- 
importation act  against  her.  It  was  then  de- 
manded that  France  should  repeal  her  internal 
reflations,  as  a  condition  of  the  repeal  of  the 
British  Orders  in  Council ;  next,  that  the  French 
repeal  should  be  extended  to  all  neutral  nations 
as  well  as  to  the  United  States;  and,  lastly,  that 
the  ports  of  her  enemies,  and  all  ports  from  which 
the  British  flag  was  excluded,  should  be  opened 
to  British  manufactures  in  American  vessels; 
conditions  so  extravagant  as  to  satisfy  all  dispaa* 
sionate  minds  that  they  were  demanded,  not  in 
the  expectation  that  they  would  or  could  be  com- 
plied with,  but  to  terminate  the  discussion. 

On  full  consideration  of  all  circumstances,  it 
appeared  that  the  period  had  arrived  when  it 


Digitized  by 


Google 


awi 


APPBHSHX 


2972 


MaaHanMwkh  FYtmee. 


becftHM  ihe  duty  of  the  Uniltd  States  to  take 
that  attitude  with  Great  Britain  which  was  dde 
to  their  vioUted  rights,  to  the  security  of  their 
most  im|>ortAat  intereste,  and  to  their  character 
as  ao  indepeadeut  natioo.  To  have  shrunk  itom 
the  crisis  would  have  been  to  abandon  everything 
valuable  to  a  free  people.  The  surrender  of  our 
seamen  to  British  impressment,  with  the  destnie- 
tion  of  our  navigation  and  commerce,  would  not 
have  been  its  only  evils.  The  desolationof  prop- 
erty, howe?er  great  and  wideijr  spread,  affects  an 
interest  which  admits  of  repair.  The  wound  is 
incurable  only  which  fixes  a  stigma  a&  the  na* 
ttonai  honor.  While  the  spirit  of  thaspNeopleis 
unsubdued,  there  will  always  be  found  in  their 
virtue  a  resource  equal  to  the  greatest  dangers 
and  most  trying  emergtncies.  It  is  in  the.  nature 
of  free  Government  to  inspire  in  the  body  of  the 
peofde  generous  and  noble  sentiments;  and  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  constituted  authorities  to  cherish 
and  to  appeal  to  those  sentiments  and  to  rely  oa 
the  patriotic  support  of  their  constituents,  ilad 
they  proved  themselves  unequal  to  the  crisis,  the 
most  fatal  consequences  would  have  resulted  from 
i^.  The  proof  of  their  weakness  would  have 
been  recorded ;  but  not  on  them  alone  would  its 
banefnl  effect  have  been  visited.  It  would  have 
shaken  the  foundation  of  the  Government  itself, 
and  even  of  the  sacred  principles  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, on  which  all  our  political  institutions  de- 
pend. Yielding  to  the  pretensions  of  a  foreign 
Power,  without  making  a  manly  effort  in  defenoe 
of  our  rights  >  without  appealing  to  the  virtue  of 
the  people  or  to  the  strength  of  our  Unioa,  it 
would  have  been  charged,  and  believed,  that  in 
these  sources  lay  .  the  hidden  defects.  Where 
would  the  good  people  of  these  States  have  been 
able  to  make  another  stand  ?  Where  would  have 
been  their  rallying  point  ?  The  Government  of 
their  choice  having  been  dishonored,  its  weak- 
iiess,  and  that  of  their  instittuions  demonstrated, 
the  triumph  of  the^nemy  would  have  been  com^ 
plete.    It  would  also  have  been  durable^ 

The  constituted  authorities  of  the  United 
States  neither  dreaded  nor  anticipated  thesa  evils. 
They  had  full  confidence  in  the  strength  of  the 
Union,  in  the  firmness  and  virtue  of  the  people, 
and  were  satisfied,  when  the  appeal  should  be 
made,  that  ample  proof,  would  be  afforded  that 
their  confidence  had  not  been  misplaeed.  For- 
eign pressure,  it  was  not  doubted,  would  soon  dis- 
sipate foreiffB  partialities  and  prsjadices,  ii  such 
existed,  and^unite  us  more  closely  together  as  one 
people. 

In  declaring  war  against  Gkeat  Brtiain,  the 
United  Sutes  have  placed  themselves  in  a  situa* 
lion  to  retort  the  hostilitjr  which  they  had  so 
long  suffered  from  the  British  Government.  The 
maintenance  of  their  rights  was  the  object  of  the 
war.  Of  the  desire  of  this  Government  to  ter- 
minate the  war  on  honorable  conditions,  ample 
proof  has  been  afforded  by  the  proposition  made 
to  the  British  Government,  immediately  after 
the  declaration  of  war,  through  the  Charg^  d'A- 
faires  of  the  United  States  at  London,  and 
tfy  the  promptitude  and  manner  of  the  accept- 


ance of  the  mediation  of  the  Bmperor  of  Russia. 
It  was  anticipated  by  some  that  a  declaratioft 
of  war  against  Gkeat  Britain  would  force  the 
United  States  into  a  close  connexion  with  hti 
adversanr,  much  te  their  disadvantage.  The  See- 
retary  of^  State  thinks  it  proper  to  remark,  time 
nothing  is  more  remote  from  (he  fact.  The  dia- 
crimination  in  favor  of  Fmnce,  accofdiMp  to 
law,  in  consequence  of  h^  acceptance  of  the 
proposition  made, equally  to  both  Powers,  pvo- 
dueed  a  drflbrence  between  thera  in  thatspeeiftl 
case,  bur  in  that  only.  The  war  with  BaglaBd 
was  declared  without  any  concert  ot  cammimi- 
cation  with  the  French  Gloveniment;  it  has  pro- 
du^td  no  connexion  between  the  United  States 
and  Fmnee,,oraay  ui^dersttMidingas  to  iu  proae- 
ctttioo,  continuance,  or  termination.  The  ostes^ 
sible  relation  between  the  two  .eoontries  is  the 
tr^e  and  only  one.  The  United  States  have  just 
claims  on  Francis  for  spoliations  on  their  eon^- 
merce  on  the  high  seas,  and  in  the  ports  of  . 
France :  and  their  iate  Minister  was,  and  their 
present  Minister  is,  insthicted  to  demand  repem- 
tion  for  these  injuries,  asd  to  piress  it  with  Ihe 
eneigy  due  to  the  justice  of  their  claima,  end  te 
the  character  of  the  United  States.  The  rrsok  • 
of  tlte  D^ouation  will  he  communicated  to  Coi^ 
grass  in  due  time.  The  papers  marked  I  eoetam 
copies  of  two  letters,  addmsed  from  tfab  Depaci- 
ment  to.Mc  Barlow;  one  of  the  16th  June.  ISISL 
just  before  the  dedaratioo  of  war ;  the  eteec,  of 
the  14th  Jely  following^  which  show  distioetly 
the  relatio|i  extstinjB^  bet  wee  nr  the  United  States 
and  France  at  that  mteresting  period.  No  change 
has  since  ocourred,  in  it. 

AU  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMBS  BIONROE. 

The  Phesidekt  of  the  United  Statbs. 

Cfloy  of  a  letter  fiom  the  Mtnislsrof  Finance  to  the 
Count  of  Sassy,  Connsener  of  State,  Director  Qemr 
ersi  of  the  Custpins. 

PacBMBXR  15, 181D. 
On  the  6th  of  last  Ausnst  the  Minister  of  Wo^ 
eign  Relations  wrote  to  Mr.  Armstiong,  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  Amerien, 
that  tne  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  were  revoked, 
and  that,  after  the  1st  of  November,  they  wenin 
cease  to  have  effsct;  it  beiag  weli  tmderscood 
that,  in  coosequenee  of  this  dedaratum,  the  Eng- 
lish would  revdre  their  Orders  in  Council,  and 
renounce  the  new  principles  of  Uochade  whiek 


r  prmc 
they  wished  to  establisb,  or  that  the  United  Scntes^ 
in  conformity  to  the  act  communicated,  sho«ld 
cause  their  rights  to  be  respected  by  the  Rnglwh, 

On  the  commimication  of  thisnote^  the  Pren^ 
dent  of  the  United  States  issued,  on  the  ftd  of  Ne- 
vember,  a  proclamation,  whica  announces  the 
revocation  of  the  Berlin  end  Milan  decreea  mfkn 
the  1st  of  November;  and  which  decinree  tlmt, 
in  oonsequenee  thereof,  all  the  restrtctioiu  ins* 
posed  by  the  act  of  the  1st  of  May,  1800,  shooftd 
cease  with  respect  to  France  and  her  dependeneice. 

The  same  day  the  Treasury  Department  ad- 
dressed to  the  eolleetor  of  the  ciutomt  a  circulnr, 
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wbich  diteets  them  to  admit  into  the  ports  and 
waters  of  the  United  States  armed  French  yesseb, 
aid  eDJoins  U  on  them  to  apply,  after  the  2d  of 
Febrpary  next,  the  law  of  the  1st  of  May,  1809, 
prohibiting  all  commertial  relatioi^  to  English 
ressels,  of  every  description,  as  well  as  to  pnxiuc- 
tions  M  the  soU,  indastry,  or  commerce  of  Eng- 
land and  her  dependencies. 

His  Majesty  having  seen  in  these  two  pieces 
the  enunciation  of  the  measures  which  the  Amer- 
icans propose  taking  on  the  2d  of  February  next, 
to  cause  their  rights  to  be  respected,  has  ordered 
me  lo  inform  you  that  the  BerHn  and  MiiaA  de- 
crees must  not  be  applied  to  any  American  Tes- 
arb  that  have  entered  our  ports  since  the  1st  of 
Novemier,  or  may  enter  in  future ;  and  that  those 
which  have  been  sequesteped,  as  being  in  contra- 
vention of  these  deeveet^  oAUst  be  the  object  of  a 
special  report. 

On  the  2d  of  February  I  shall  acquaint  yoQ 
with  the  intention  of  the  fioiperor  With  regard  to 
the  definitive  measures  to  be  taken  for  distinguish- 
ing and  favoring  the  American  navigation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  salute  you. 
Th%  Minister  of  Finance, 

THE  DUKE  OF  GAETE. 


Ospy  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  die  Grand  Judge, 

Minieter  (^Justice,  to  ths  CouniseUor  of  State,  Pres^ 

idmit  of  the  Council  of  Prises. 

French  Empire. 

Paris,  Dec.  2$,  1810. 

Mr.  President :  The  Minister  of  Foreign  Re- 
latione, by  order  of  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  and 
King,  addressed  on  the  5th  of  August  last  to  the 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
a  note  containinj;  the,  foll(^ing  words : 

**  I  am  authorized  to  declare  to  you  that  the 
decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan  are  revoked,  and  that 
after  the  1st  of  November  they  will  cease  to  have 
efiCect ;  it  b^ing  well  understood,  that  in  conse- 
qoeiiee  of  this  declaration  the  English  will  re- 
roke  then  Orders  in  Council,  and  renounce  th« 


priaciples  of  blockade  which  they  wished  to 
establish  ;  or  that  the  United  States,  in  conform- 
ity to  the  act  you  have  just  communicated,  will 
cmse  their  rights  to  be  respited  by  the  English." 
In  consequence  of  the  communication  of  this 
BOttfj  the  Preeident  of  the  United  States  issued, 
on  the  2d  of  November^  a  jproclamation^  to  an- 
nounce the  revocation  of  the  decrees  of  Berlin 
and  Milan,  and  declared  that,  in  consequence 
tiRTeof,  all  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  act  of 
the  let  May  must  cease  with  respect  to  Praace 
and  her  dependencies.  On  the  same  day  tiie  Trea- 
sarv  Department  addressed  a  circular  to  all  the 
collectors  of  the  customs  of  the  United  States. 
Which  enjoins  them  to  admit  into  the  ports  ana 
waters  of  the  United  States,  armed  French  ves- 
sels j  prescribes  to  them  to  apply,  after  the  2d  of 
February  next,  to  English  vessels  of  every  de- 
scription, and  to  the  productions  arising  from  the 
soil  and  industry  or  the  commerce  of  Esffland 
and  her  dependencies,  the  law  wbich  prohibits 
ail  commercial  relations,  if  at  that  period  the  rev- 


ocation of  the  English  Orders  in  Council,  and  of 
all  the  acts  violating  the  neutrality  of  the  United 
States,  should  not  be  announced  by  the  Treasury 
Department. 

In  conseqtience  of  this  engagement,  entered 
into  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  their  rights  to  be  respected.  His  Majesty 
orders  that  all  the  causes  that  may  be  pending  in 
the  Council  of  Prizes  of  captures  of  American 
vessels  made  after  the  1st  of  November,  and  those 
that  may  in  future  be  brought  before  it,  shall  not 
be  judsed  according  to  the  principles  of  the  de- 
crees of  Berlin  and  Milan,  but  that  they  shall  re- 
main suspended ;  the  vessels  captured  or  seized 
to  remain  only  in  a  state  of  sequestration,  and  the 
rights  of  the  proprietors  being  reserved  for  them 
until  the  2d  or  February  next,  the  period  at  which 
the  United  States  havinff  fulfilled  the  engagements 
to  cause -their  rights  to  oe  respected,  the  said  cap- 
tures shsU  be  declared  null  by  the  council,  and 
the  American  vessels  restored,  together  with  their 
cargoes,  to  their  proprietors. 

Receive,  Mr.  President,  the  new  assurances  of 
my  nMMt  distinguished  consideration, 

THE  DUKE  OF  MASSA. 

C. 
Bxtraei  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Barfcnr  to  Mr.  RnsstIL 
Paris,  May  11,1812. 

I  have  concluded  to  despatch  the  Wasp  to  Eng- 
land, expressly  to  carry  to  you  the  documents 
herewith  enclosed. 

I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  learn  by  the  dec- 
laration of  .the  Prince  Regent  in  Council,  of  the 
21st  of  April,  that  it  was  still  believed  by  the 
British  Government  (bat  the  French  decrees  of 
Berlin  and  Milan  yet  remained  in  force,  as  appli- 
cable to  the  United  States.  On  reading  that  aec- 
laration,  I  therefore  addressed  to  the  Duke  of 
Bassano  a  note  bearing  date  the  1st  of  May,  of 
which  I  enclose  you  a  copv. 

This  drew  from  him  the  answer  of  which  I 
likewise  band  you  a  copy,  with  the  three  doc- 
uments that  accompanied  it.  The  most  remark- 
able of  these  is  the  decree  of  the  28th  April,  1811. 
This  piece  I  had  never  before  seen ;  it  appears 
that  it  had  not  been  published  at  the  time  of  its 
date,  and,  not  finding  it  among  the  archives  of 
this  Legation,  I  suspect  that,  by  some  omission 
or  neglect,  it  was  not  communicated  to  you  as  it 
opght  to  Mnw  beta.  The  Duke,  however,  assures 
me  that  it  waa  so  communicated.  Be  this  as  it 
may,  I  am  convinced  it  has  not  been  made  known 
to  the  British  Government. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Russt U  to  Mr.  Barlow. 
LoitDOH,  Map  29, 1812. 
Your  letter  of  the  11th  of  this  month,  with  its 
enclosures,  was  handed  me  on  the  20th,  and  I 
immediately  communicated  copies  of  the  letters 
from  the  French  Minister  of  the  21sl  of  Decem- 
ber. 1810,  and  also  of  the  decree  of  the  28th  of 
April,  1811,  to  this  Government.  The  letters 
were  already  knovm ;  but  the  decree,  from  th 
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cause  UDdoabtedlf  which  yoa  so  justly  assij^D, 
Damely  ^^  an  omission  or  neglect  in  not  having 
commanicated  it  to  n>e,"  was  entirelyr  new; 

The  Dake  of  Bassano  has  unquestionably  full 
faith  in  what  he  assures  you,  but  the  date  of  the 
decree  is  so, very  remote,  that  U  is  not  surprising 
that  our  memories  should  not  accord  on  the 
subject. 

E. 
Extract  of  k  letter  from  Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 
London,  May  30, 1812. 

With  regard  to  the  French  decree  of  the  28th 
of  April,  1811,  Mr.  Barlow,  in  a  letter  to  me. 
makes  the  following  remarks :  "  This  piece  t  had 
never  before  seen ;  it  seems  that  ic  had  not  been 
published  at  the  time  of  its  date ;  and  not  finding 
It  among  the  archives  of  this  Legation,  I  suspect* 
that,  by  some  omission  or  neglect,  it  was  not  com- 
municated to  you,  as  it  ought  to  have  been.  The 
Duke  assures  mcf,  however,  that  it  was  so  com- 
municated. Be  this  as  it  may^  I  am  convinced  it 
has  not  been  made  known  to  the  British  Gh)7ern- 
ment."  I  content  myself  with  saying,  that,  until 
communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Barlow,  I  had  never 
heard  of  such  a  thing.  I  persuade  myself  that 
there  is  no  necessity  of  my  adding  any  further  ez- 
plaaation  or  comment  on  this  strange  business. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  <fce, 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

P. 
Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

London,  May  25, 1812. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  herein  a 
copy  of  my  note  of  the  20th  of  this  mpnth^  com- 
municating to  Lord  Csstlereagh  a  decree  of  the 
French  Government,  dated  the  28th  of  April, 
1811,  and  two  letters  of  the  French  Minister,  of 
the  25th  of  December,  1810.  I  also  send  you 
copies  of  that  decree  and  of  a  note  from  his  Lord- 
ship, acknowledging  the  recei{>t  of  my  commu- 


nication, and  engaging  to  submit  the  documents 
above  mentidned  to  His 
Prince  Recent. 


above  mentidned  to  His  Royal  Highness  the 


I  have  the  honpr  to  be,  with  profound  respect, 
iir,  your  faithful  servant. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 
The  Hon  James  Monros,  &,c^ 

Mr.  Russell  to  Lord  Castlsreagh. 

18,  Bentinck  Street,  May  20, 1812. 

The  undersigned,  Chars^  des  Affaires  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  has  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit to  Lord  Castlereagh  authentic  copies  of  a 
decree  purporting  to  be  passed  by  the  Emperor  of 
the  French  on  the2dth  day  of  April,  1811;  of  a 
letter  address^  by  the  French  Minister  of  Fi- 
nances to  the  Director  General  of  the  Customs, 
on  the  25th  day  of  December,  1810;  and  of  ano- 
ther letter  of  the  same  date  from  the  French  Min- 
ister of  Justice  to  the  President  of  the  Council  of 
Prizes. 

As  these  acts  explicitly  recognise  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees  in  relation 


Uy  the  United  States,  and  distinctly  make  thb 
revocation  to  take  effect  from  the  1st  day  of  No« 
vember,  1810,  the  undersigned  cannot  but  persuada 
himself  that  they  will  in  the  official  and  authentic 
form  in  which  th^y  are  now  presented  to  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  Gk^vernment,  remove  all 
doubt  with  respect  to  the  revocation  ia  question, 
and,  joined  with  all  the  powerful  considerations 
of  justice  and  expediency  so  often  suggested,  lead 
to  a  like  repeal  of  the  British  Orders  m  Council, 
and  thereby  to  a  renewal  of  tha^t  perfect  aoaity 
and  uurestrieted  intercourse  betweeii  this  eonatry 
and  the  United  Sutes  which  the  obvious  intereau 
of  both  nations  require. 

The  undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  oeeasion 
to  assure  his  Lordship  of  hia  highest  consideration. 
JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

Lord  YiscouNT  Castlbrbaqh,  dbe. 

NoTE.«r-For  the  enclosures,  see  cocrespondenee 
between  Mr.  Barlow  and  the  Duke  of  Bassano, 
communicated  herewith. 

Lord  Castlereagh  to  Mr.  BoaielL 

FoRBiON  Ofpicb,  May  23, 1812. 

Lord  <I?astlereagh  presents  his  compliments  to 
Mr.,  Russell,  and  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  his  omcial  note  of  the  2l8t  instant, 
transmitting  copies  of  two  official  letters  of  the 
French  Minister,  dated  December  25, 1810,  and 
ofa  decree  of  the  French  Government,  bearing 
date  the  28th  of  April,  1811. 

Lord  Castlereagh  will  immediately  lay  these 
documents  before  His  Royal  Highntps  the  Prince 
Regent,  and  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to 
renew  to  Mr.  Russell  the  assurances  of  bis  high 
consideration.^ 

Jonathan  Russbll,  Esq.,  A«. 

G. 

Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

LoNooN,  May  25, 1812. 
Sir  :  The  assassination  of  Mr.  Perceval  has  led 
to  a  dissolution  of  his  Ministry,  and  I  hope  may 
lead  to  an  abandonment  of  his  system,  as  hr  aa 
we  are  concerned. 

The  vote  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Stuart  Worl^ 
ley  on  the  21st,  for  an  address  to  the  Prince  EU* 

Sent  to  form  a  more  efficient  Administration,  has 
riven  the  old  Ministers  to  offer  their  resignation. 
The  new  arrangements  are  intrusted  to  Lord 
Wellesley,  but  nothing  is  yet  eflectad. 

Mr.  Canning  appears  to  be  associated  with  his 
Lordship  in  this  business,  which  I  cannot  con- 
sider as  a  circumstance  very  auspicious  to  us. 

There  will,  undoubtedly,  be  much  difficulty  i« 
forming  the  new  Cabinet.  None  of  the  old  Minia- 
ters  will  act  under  Lord  Wellesley,  he  having  so 
recently  refused  to  act  under  them.  Besides^  theva 
is  considerable  difference  on  essential  poinu  of 
policy.  The  members  of  Opposition  have  a  re- 
pugnance to  act  under  any  lieader  not  taken  froai 
their  own  ranks,  and  thejr  certainly  will  not  con- 
stitute a  partof  any  Administration  that  does  mot 
adopt  their  system. 

Thb  probability  therefore  ia,  that  eithar  Lord 
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Welleslej  sod  Mr.  OaoDiiisr  will  not  soceeed  iti 
performiog  the  task  imposed  upon  them,  ol-  that 
thejr  will  perform  it  so  imperfectly  as  to  expose 
their  work  to  earljr  destruction. 

WbateTer  may  be  the  iogredieats  of  which  the 
new  Cabinet  may  be  compose4, 1  am  not  altog^ 
ther  withont  hope  that  the  Orders  in  Goancf  I  will 
be  modified,  if  not  remored.  The  effects  of  oar 
embargo,  the  eridenee  before  Parliament  of  the 
distresses  occasioned  by  those  orders,  and  the 
change  of  Ministers  itself,  afford  both  cause  and 
color  for  this  proceeding. 

I  any  nothing  of  the  French  decree,  of  which 
1  thb  day  send  yon  a  copy,  as,  Wichoat  the  cir* 
eoraslanees  just  mentioned,  it  would,  I  am  per- 
suaded, hare  been  disr^arded^ 

I  shall  dismiss  the  Wasp  as  soon  as  the  new 
Ministry  is  formed,  or  before,  unless  that  erent 
happens  in  a  few  days.  She  will  return  to  Cher- 
bourg.   With  great  respect,  I  am,  ^. 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 


btraetof  a  letter  from  Mr.Russsil  to  Mr.  Monroe. 
London,  Jtme  13, 1812. 

The  difficulty  which  has  been  encountered  in 
forming  a  new  Cabinet  Las  appeared  to  render  it 
neeeasary  to  support  the  old  one  \  and  upon  this 
ground  the  House  of  Commons  appear  to  have 
acted  last  eveninff,  in  giFinff  to  Ministers,, on  the 
second  motion  of  Mr«  Wortley,  a  majority  of  6ne 
hundred  and  twenty-five. 

Notwithstanding  these  inauspicious  circum- 
stances, and  all  the  prejudice  of  the  men  now  ih 
place  resoecting  the  United  States,  yet  I  know 
not  how  tne  Orders  in  Council  can  m  mainuined 
witbont  the  most  serious  conseauonces  both  to 
this  Gk>Ternment  and  country*  It  is  impossible, 
in  the  face  of  the  evidence  now  before  Parliament, 
to  deny  the  vital  importance  of  our  intercourse  to 
tbis  nation ;  and,  obstinate  as  the  Ministry  isb  I  do 
not  entirely  despair  that  it  will  be  forced  i'rom 
its  system,  or  from  power.  I  have  some  slender 
ho^  that  this  evidence  may,  even  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Broogbam  on  Tuesday  next,  produce  some 
ehaoge,  although  it  hardly  seeou  probable  that 
the  Miniaters  will  allow  the  question  to  come  on 
without  the  certainty  of  a  triumph. 

Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

LoNOON,  Jwu  18, 1812. 

8»:  I  hand  yon  herein  the  Timet  of  yester- 
day, eontaioiag  the  debate  in  tb«  House  of  Com- 
Bona  OB  the  preceding  evening  relative  to  the 
Orders  in  CouuciL  From  this  debate,  it  appears 
that  theee  measures  are  to  be  abandoned,  but  as 
yet  no  official  extinction  of  them  has  been  an- 
nounced. The  time  already  elapsed  since  the 
declaration  of  L6rd  Castlereagh,  excites  a  suspi- 
eioo  that  either  the  [>romised  revocation  will  not 
take  place,  or,  what  is  more  probable^  some  other 
neisnre  equally  unjust  is  now  under  considera- 
tion to  replace  those  which  are  to  be  revoked. 

I  bopc,  until  the  doings  here  are  ascertained 


with  certainty  and  precision,  there  will  be  no  re- 
laxation on  our  part. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 


Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Russell  to  Mr.  Monroe. 
London,  Jum  30, 1812. 

I  have  at  length  had  the  satisfaction  to  an- 
nounce to  jrou,  in  my  letters  of  the  26th  instant, 
the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 

Tou  will,  without  doubt,  be  somewhat  sur- 
prised that  this  revocation  is  founded  on  the 
French  decree  of  the  28th  of  April,  1811. 

The  reiil  cause  of  the  rerocation  is  the  meas- 
ures of  our  Qovemment.  These  measures  have 
produced  a  degree  of  distress  among  the  manu- 
facturers of  this  country  that  was  becoming  in- 
tolerable; and  an  apprehension  of  still  greater 
misery,  from  the  calamities  of  war,  drove  theni  to 
speak  a  language  which  could  not  be  misuader- 
stood  or  disregarded. 

Many  members  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
who  had  been  the  advocates  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  particularly  Mr.  Wilberforce^  and  others 
from  the  northern  counties,  were  forced  now  to 
make  a  stand  against  them,  or  to  meet  the  indig- 
nation of  their  constituents  at  the  approaching 
election.  It  is.  therefore,  the  country,  and  not  the 
Opposition,  wnich  has  driven  the  Ministers  to 
yield  on  this  occasion ;  and  the  eloquence  of  Mr. 
Brougham  would  have  been  in  vain,  had  it  been 
destitute  of  this  support. 

What  has  now  been  done,  has  been  most  reluct- 
antly done,  and  yielded  to  coercion  instead  of 
beihg  dictated  by  a  spirit  of  jqstice  and  concilia- 
tion. The  Ministers  were  resolved  to  conoede 
nothing  until  the  last  extremity.  Lord  Castle- 
reagh undoubtedly  went  down  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  on  the  16th  instant,  determined  to  pre- 
serve the  Orders  in  Council  in  their  fuH  force; 
and,  when  he  perceived  that  he  should  be  in  the 
minority,  he  endeavored  to  compromise,  by  giving 
up  as  little  as  possible. 

It  was  decided  by  the  Cabinet,  in  consequence 
of  the  vague  declarations  of  his  Lorcbbip  on  that 
night,  to  suspend  the  Orders  in  Council,  and  to 
make  this  suspension  to  depend  upon  conditions 
to  be  previously  proposed  to  the  United  States. 
Driven  from  this  ground  by  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Brougham  for  the  call  of  the  House  for  Thura> 
day,  the  25th  of  this  month,  the  Ministers  ail 
length  issued  the  order  of  the  23d ;  and  even  thb 
order  was  carried  in  the  Cabinet  by  a  small  ma- 
jority, only  five  members  voting  against  it.  With 
these  facu  beibre  m^  I  Mi  myself  constrained  to 
chasten  my  exultation  on  what  has  taken  place, 
with  some  fear  of  a  return  of  the  old  injustice  in 
a  new  form. 

H. 
;  Mr.  Graham  to  Mr.  Russell. 
DnPAXTMaNT  OF  Statb,  Aug.  9, 1812. 
Sir  :  The  Secretary  left  this  city  about  ten  days 
%fO  on  a  short  visit  to  Virginia.    Since  that  pe- 
riod, Mr.  Baker  has,  in  consequence  of  some  de- 
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mttolies  from  his  OoTeromeDtf  addretaed  to  Mr. 
Foster,  made  to  me  a  commuDicatioa  respecting 
the  intentions  of  hfs  Government  in  regard  to  the 
Orders  in  Council.  It  was  of  a  character,  how- 
ever, so  entirely  informal  and  confidential,  that 
Mr.  Baker  did  not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  mak^ 
it  in  the  form  of  a  note,  verbal^  or  pro  memoria, 
or  even  permit  me  to  take  a  memorandum  of  it 
at  the  time  he  made  it.  As  it  aatbotizes  an  elt- 
pectation  that  something  more  precise  and  defi- 
nite, in  an  official  form,  may  soon  be  received  by 
this  Government,  it  is, the  less  necessary  that  I 
should  go  into  an  explanation  of  the  views  of  the 
President  in  relation  to  it,  more  particularly  as 
the  Secretary  of  State  is  dailjr  expected,  and  will 
be  able  to  do  it  in  a  more  sati^actof  y  manner. 

I  ref^r  you  to  the  enclosed  papers  for  informa- 
tion as  to  the  maritime  and  military  movements 
incident  to  the  war.  and  will  add,  that  the  Presi- 
dent is  anxious  to  Know,  as  soon  as  possible,  the 
result  of  the  proposals  you  were  authorized  to 
make  to  the  British  Government  respecting  an 
armistice.  He  considers  them  so  fair  and  reason- 
able, that  he  cannot  but  hope  that  their  will  be 
acecNied  to,  and  thus  be  the  means  of  hastening 
an  honoraUe  and  permanent  peace: 
'  I  hav^  the  honor,  ^. 

JOHN  GRAHAM. 

Jonathan  Russbli^  Esq.,  dto. 

Mr.  Chaham  to  Mr.  Russell. 
Department  of  State,  Aug.  10, 1818. 

Sir:*  Thinking  that  it  may  possibly  be  useful 
to  you,  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  a  mem- 
orandum of  the  conversation  between  Mr.  Baker 
and  myself,  alluded  to  in  my  letter  of  this  date. 
From  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Baker,  since  this 
memorandum  was  made,  I  find  that  I  was  correct 
in  representing  to  the  President  that  the  intima- 
tion from  Mr.  Foster  and  the  British  authorities 
at  Halifax  was  to  be  understood  as  connected 
with  a  suspension  of  hostilities  on  the  frontiers  of 
Canada.    I  have  the  honor,  dbc. 

JOHN  GRAHAM, 

Jonathan  Russel^  Esq.,  dbc. 

[Memorandttm  referred  to  in  the  above  letter.] 
Mr.  Baker  verballv  communicated  to  me,  for 
the  information  of  the  President,  chat  he  had  re- 
eeived  despatches  from  his  Govemmeat,  addieae- 
«d  to  Mr.  Foster,  (dated,  I  believe^  aboat  the  17th 
Jun^  from  which  he  wias  aathonzed  to  say,  that 
a»  official  declaration  would  be  sent  to  thirooun* 
try ;  that  the  Orders  in  CouaciL  so  far  as  they 
affiecied  the  United  Sutes,  would  be  repealed  on 
the  ls|  of  Auffust,  to  be  revived  on  the  1st  May, 
1813,  unless  the  conduct  of  the  French  Qortnt- 
ment,  and  the  result  of  the  communications  with 
the  American  Government,  should  be  such  as,  in 
the  opinion  of  His  Majesty,  to  render  their  re- 
vival unnecessary.  Mr.  Baker  moreover  stated, 
that  the  orders  would  be  revived,  provided  the 
American  Gh)vernment  did  not,  within  fourteen 
days  after  they  received  the  official  declaration  of 
their  repeal,  admit  British  armed  vessels  into 


their  ports,  and  put  an  end  to  the  reatrietive 
measures  which  had  grown  oat  of  the  Orders  in 
Council. 

The  despatches  authorizing  the  commonica- 
tion  to  the  American  Government,  expressly  di- 
rected that  it  should  be  made  verbally ;  and  Mr. 
Baker  did  net  consider  himself  at  liberty  to  re- 
duce it  to  writing,  even  in  the  form  <d  a  note, 
verbal  or  pro  numoria^  or  to  suffer  me  to  take  a 
memoranduin  of  his  confmunica^oa  at  the  time 
he  made  it.  I  understood  from  him  that  the  de- 
spatches had  been  opened  by  Mr.  Foster  at  HaK- 
fax.  who,  in  couRcinience  of  a  ooaversatioa  he 
had  had  with  Vice  Admiral  Sawyer  and  Sir  John 
Sherbrooke,  had  authorized  Mr«  Baker  to  aay  that 
these  gentlemen  would  agree,  as  a  measure  lead* 
ing  to  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  that  all  captures 
made  after  a  da]r  to  be  fixed  should  not  be  pro-' 
ceeded  against  immediately,  but  be  detained  to 
await  the  futuredeoision  of  tiie  two  Governments. 
Mr.  Foster  had  not  seen  Sir  Gkorge  Prevost.  but 
bad  written  to  him  by  express,  and  did  not  doubt 
but  that  he  would  agree  to  an  arrangement  for 
the  umporary  sittpensioa  of  hosiiltfieB.  Bir.  Ba- 
ker also  Slated,  that  he  had  received  an  authority 
from  Mr.  Foster  to  act  as  Charge  d' Affaires,  pro- 
vided the  American  €h>vemment  would  receive 
him  in  that  character,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
him  officially  to  communicate  the  declaration 
which  was  to  be  expected  from  the  British  Gov- 
ernment; his  functions  to  be  understood,  of  coarse; 
as  ceasing  on  the  renewal  of  hostilities.  I  replied 
that,  although  to  so  general  and  informal  a  com* 
munication  no  answer  might  be  necessary,  and 
certainly  no  particular  answer  expected,  yet  I  was 
authorized  to  say,  that  the  communication  is  re- 
ceived with  sincere  satisfaction^as  it  it  hoped  that 
the  spirit  in  which  it  was  authorized  by  his  Qor- 
em  ment  may  lead  to  such  farther  communica- 
tions as  will  open  the  way,  not  only  for  an  early 
and  satisfactorjr  termination  of  existing  hostilities, 
but  to  that  entire  adjustment  of  all  the  differences 
which  produced  them,  and  to  that  permanent 
peace  and  solid  friendship  which  ought  to  be  mti- 
tually  desired  by  both  countries,  and  which  is 
sincerely  desired  by  this. 

With  this  desire,  an  authority  was  given  to 
Mr.  Russell  on  the  subject  of  an  armistice,  as  in- 
troductory 10  a  final  pacification,  as  has  been 
made  known  to  Mr.  Fester;  and  the  same  desire 
will  be  felt  on  the  receipt  of  the  furUier  and  more 
particular  communications  which  are  shortly  to 
be  expected. 

With  respect  to  the  joint  intiottlion  from  Mr. 
Foster  and  the  British  authorities  at  -  HaHfiuc,  4m 
the  subject  of  saspeading  judicial  proceedings  ia 
the  case  of  maritime  captures,  to4>e  aeoompaiiied 
by  a  suspension  of  military  operations, .  the  an- 
thority  given  to  Mr.  Russell,  just  alluded  to,  and 
of  which  Mr.  Foster  was  the  bearer,  is  AiU  proof 
of  the  solicitude  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  bring  about  a  general  suspension  of  hos- 
tilities on  admissible  terms,  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible.  It  was  aot  to  be  doubted,  therefore,  that 
any  other  practicable  expedient  for  attaining  a 
similar  result  would  readily  be  concurred  in. 
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Upon  the  most  ftiTorable  eoosideration,  Jiowever. 
which  could  be  giveD  to  the  expedient  suggested 
through  hiro,  it  did  not  appear  lo  be  reducible  to 
auy  practical  shape  to  wbica  the  Executive  would 
be  authorized  to  gilre  it  the  necessary  sanction. 
Nor,  indeed,  is  it  probable,  if  it  was  Jess  liable  to 
insuperable  difficulties,  that  it  could  have  any  ma- 
terial effect  previous  to  the  result  of  the  pacific 
advance  made  by  this  Govern ment,  and  which 
must,  if  favorably  received,  become  operative  as 
aooD  as  any  other  arrangement  that  could  now  be 
Blade.  It  was  stated  to  Mr.  Baker,  that  the  Pres- 
ident did  not,  under  existing  circumstances,  con- 
sider Mr.  Poster  as  vested  with  the  power  of  ap- 
pointing a  Charff6  d'Afiaires;  but  that  no  diJfi- 
eulty,  in  point  of  form^  would  be  made,  as  any 
aothentic  communication  through  him,  or  any 
other  channel,  would  be  received  with  attention 
mod  reaped. 

Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Barlow. 
Department  of  State,  June  16, 1812. 

Sir:  An  act  declaring  war  against  Qreat Brit- 
ain will  probablv  pass  both  Houses  on  this  day  or 
to-morrow.  It  has  already  pas^^ed  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and,  from  what  is  known  of  the 
disposition  of  the  Senate,  its  assent  is  expected 
without  delay. 

This  result  has  grown  out  of  the  continued  ag- 
gressions of  that  Power  on  our  commerce.  Prop- 
ositions were  made  in  both  Houses  of  Congress 
to  comprise  France  in  the  same  declaration;  and 
in  the  Senate  the  vote  was  fifteen  for,  to  seven- 
teen against  it.  In  the  other  House  the  maiority 
against  it  was  proportionablv  greater.  Its  defeat 
in  both  Houses  has  been^  doubtless,  in  a  great 
measure,  owing  to  a  passage  in  your  last  letter, 
which  intimated  the  intention  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment to  make  some  proposition  in  favor  of  in- 
demnities, to  be  comprised  in  the  treaty  you  were 
negotiating,  whereby  an  expectation  was  excited 
that  that  interest  would  be  provided  for,  and  satisr 
faction  given  on  the  other  grounds  of  complaint 
against  France.  The  sentiment  in  both  Houses, 
as  it  is  with  the  nation  generally,  produced  by  so 
many  acts  of  injustice,  Tor  which  reparation  has 
not  been  made,  ^s  strong  against  France.  The 
arrival  of  the  Wasp,  which  you  promised  to  des- 
patch in  two  or  three  weeks  from  the  date  of 
your  last  letter,  with  the  result  of  your  laborii,aod 
which  may  be  now  daily  expected,  was  another 
motive  for  delaying  ulterior  measures  with  respect 
to  her..  In  advising  the  war  against  England,  as 
was  distinctly  implied  by  the  late  Message  which 
brought  that  subject  under  consideration,  the 
President  stated  to  Congress  his  strong  dissatis- 
faction with  the  conduct  of  the  French  Qovern- 
ment  on  every  former  ground  of  complaint,  and 
to  which  others  of  a  more  recent  date  have  been 
added,  with  ^he  single  exception  of  the  repeal  of 
the  decrees.  He  promised  aUo  to  bring  our  af- 
fiirs  with  that  Power  fully  before  Con^^reis  as 
soon  as  be  should  receive  the  communications 
which  you  had  promised  to  forward  by  the  Wasp. 
1  communicate  these  facu,  which  are  of  a  chaiv 
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acter  too  marked  tp  require  any  comment,  that 
you  may  be  enabled  to  turn  them  to  the  beat  ac- 
count in  promotiiig  an  amicable  accommodation 
with  the  French  Government  of  every  wrong  re- 
ceived from  it,  which  is  sincerely  desired. 

You  were  informed,  by  my  letter  of  the  6th  of 
May,  of  such  outrages  committed  by  a  squadron 
which  was  reported  to  have  sailed  from  Nantes 
in  January  Jast,  as  were,  at  that  time,  known 
here.  It  appears  that  several  vessels  sailing  from 
American  ports  to  Lisbon  and  Cadiz,  laden  with 
the  productions  of  the  United  States,  wereseixed 
and  burnt  at  sea.  The  crews  of  these  vessels 
were  uken  on  board  one  of  the  French  vessels, 
and  afterwards  transferred  to  another  of  our  ves- 
sels engaged  in  the  same  trade,  which  was  also 
seized,  in  which  they  inade  their  way  home. 
These  men  forwarded  here  the  evidence  of  these 
acts,  copies  of  which  have  already  been  trans- 
mitted to  you.  \  forward  to  you,  by  this  convey* 
ance,  the  evidence  of  other  aggressions,  which 
will  claim,  in  like  manner,  your  particular  atten- 
tion. Most  of  these  documents  have  been  laid  be- 
fore Congress,  and  referred  by  it  to  this  Depart* 
meat. 

You  will  analyze  all  these  cases  of  recent  spo* 
liations,  and  place  them  in  the  class  of  aggressions 
to  which  they  severally  belong  on  principle.  In 
demanding  of  Great  Britain  the  repeal  of  her  Or* 
ders  in  Council,  on  the  ground  ot  the  repeal. of 
the  French  decrees,  this  Gk>vernment  has,  from  a 
regard  to  justice,  given  to  France  all  the  credit 
to  which  she  had  any  claim,  believing  that  the 
notification  alone  of  the  French  Minister  of  For- 
eign Afiairs  to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  at  Paris  of  their  repeal,  was  suffi- 
cient to  justify  the  demand  of  the  repeal  of  the 
Orders  in  Council  of  Great  Britain,  on  her  own 
principles.  But  it  was  never  jthe  intention  of  this 
Government  to  concede  to  France  anythinpr  on 
that  subject,  to  which  she  was  not  fairly  entitled. 
Go  the  contrary,  it  has  been  its  intention,  as  is 
sufficiently  evident  by  your  first  instructions,  to 
exact  from  her  a  most  strict  and  rigorous  compli- 
ance with  her  pledge  in  regard  to  the  repeal.  If 
any  act  in  violation  of  that  pledge  has  been  com- 
mitted, you  will  not  fail  to  point  it  out  in  the 
most  distinct  manner  to  the  French  Government, 
and  to  cod^municate  to  this  Department,  without 
delay,  any  answer  which  you  may  receive  from 
it.  I  have  to  add,,  admitting  that  the  repeal  of 
the  decrees  is  observed  with  perfect  ^ood  faith, 
that  if  the  French  Government  has  given  other 
orders,  or  permits  acts  of  another  character,  which 
violate  our  rights,  the  wrong  will  not  be  less  sen* 
sibly  felt  or  less  resented  by  this  Government. 

Your  despatches  by  the  Hornet  were  received 
on  the  22d  May.  They  are  the  last  which  have 
come  to  hand.    I  have,  d&c.,        J.  MONROE. 

JoBL  Barlow,  Esq.,  dtc. 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Barlow. 
Department  of  State,  July  14, 1812. 
Sib:  Your  letters  by  the  Wasp  were  received 
on  the  13th  instant.    I  make  this  aeknowiedg* 
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BMDt,  ID  the  hope  that  it  may  reach  Mr.  MdrtoD 
at  Baltimore,  and  be  conveyed  with  the  letters 
and  documents  with  which  he  is  already  charged 
for  yon. 

The  President  has  seen,  with^great  surprise  and 
concern,  that  the  Gorernment  of  France  had 
made  no  accomroonation  to  the  United  States  on 
any  of  the  important  and  just  grounds  of  com- 
plaint to  which  you  bad  called  its  attention,  ac- 
cording to  your  instructions,  giren  at  the  time  of 
your  departure,  and  repeated  in  several  comnra- 
nkations  since.  It  appears  that  the  same  oppres- 
sive restraints  on  our  commerce  were  still  in 
force ;  that  the  system  of  license  was  persevered 
in  i  that  indemnity  had  not  b^en  made  for  spoli- 
ations, nor  any  pledge  given  to  inspire  confidence 
that  any  would  be  made.  More  recent  wrongs, 
on  the  contrary,  and  of  a  very  outrageous  char- 
actejt,  have  been  added  to  those  with  which  you 
were  acquainted  when  you  left  the  United  States. 
By  documents  forwarded  to  you  in  my  letter  of 
21st  March,  you  were  informed  of  the  waste  of 
our  commerce,  made  by  a  squadron  from  Nantes 
in  January  last,  which  burnt  many  of  our  vessels 
trading  to  the  Peninsula.  For  these  you  were 
mlto  ittttructed  to  demand  redress. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Government  of  France,  re- 
garding with  a  prudent  foresight  the  probable 
co^r^e  of  events,  will  have  some  sensibilitjr  to  its 
interest,  if  it  has  none  to  the  claims  of  justice,  on 
the  part  of  this  country. 

On  the  French  decree  of  the  28ih  of  April,  1811, 
I  shall  forbear  to  make  many  observations  which 
have  already  occurred,  until  all  the  circumstances 
connected  wi(|i  it  are  better  understood*  The 
President  approves  your  efibrt  to  obtain  a  copy  of 
that  decree,  as  he  does  the  communication  of  it 
aiterwards  to  Mr.  Russell. 

I  have  the  honor/ 4^., 

JAMES  MONROE. 
JoKL  Barlow,  Esq.,  d^e. 


GREAT  BitlTAtN. 

[Commnnicated'to  Congress,  Januaiy  7, 1814*] 
To  the  Senate  mtd  House  of 

Repneentativee  of  the  United  Statee  .• 


I  transmit  for  the  information  of  Congress 
copies  of  a  letter  from  the  British  Secreury  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  SecreUry  of 
State,  with  the  answer  of  the  latter. 

In  appreciating  the  scoepted  proposal  of  the 
Government  of  Great  Briuin  for  Instituting  ne- 

Sotiations  for  peace,  Congress  will  not  fail  to 
eep  in  mind  that  vigorous  preparations  for  carry- 
ing on  the  war  can  in  no  respect  impede  the  pro- 
gress to  a  favorable  result;  whilst  a  relaxation  of 
such  preparations,  should  the  wishes  of  the  United 
States  for  a  speedy  restoration  of  the  blessings  of 
peace  be  disappointed,  would  necessarily  nave 
the  most  injurious  consequences. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Jaku  ABY  6, 1814. 


Locd  GartlfiMgh  le  the  Seewtarrof  StMe. 
FoRBiON  Opficb,  iVowmfter  4, 1S13. 
Sir:  I  harve  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you,  for 
the  information  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  copy  of  a  note  which  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's Ambassador  at  the  Court  of  St.  Pefersb«f 
was  directed  to  present  to  the  Russian  Gowm- 
ment,  as  ^oon  as  His  Royal  Highness,  the  Prinee 
Regent,  was  informed  that  Plenipoteotiffirieff  fand 
been  nominated  on  the  part  6f  the  Amertettft 
Government  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  for 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  under  the  mediatioa  of 
Ilis  Imperial  Majesty. 

His  Lordship  having,  by  the  last  courier  Apom 
the  imperial  headquarters,  acquainted  metbmt 
the  American  Commissioners  now  at  St.  Petem- 
burg  have  intimated,  in  rep^  to  this  ovwiate, 
that  they  had  no  objection  to  a  neg^tiatioo  *at 
London,  and  were  equally  desirous,  as  Che  Britiak 
Gorernment  ha4  declared  itself  to  be,  that  this 
business  should  net  be  mixed  with  the  affairs  of 
the  continent  of  Europe,  but  that  their  powers 
were  limited  to  negotiate  under  the  mediation  of 
Russia: 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  in  order  to 
avoid  an  unnecessary  continuance  of  the  eatami- 
ties  of  war,  the  Prince  Regent  commands  me  to 
transmit,  by  a  flag  of  truce,  to  the  American  jiort 
nearest  to  the  Seat  of  Government,  the  official 
note  above  mentioned,  in  order  that  the  President, 
if  he. should  feel  disposed  to  enter  upon  a  direct 
negotiation  for  the  restoration  of  peace  between 
the  two  States,  may  give  his  directions  accord- 
ingly. 

In  making  this  communication,  I  can  assure 
you  (hat  the  British  Government  is  willing  to 
enter  into  discussion  with  the  Gorernment  of 
America  for  the  conciliatory  adjustment'  of  the 
diflerences  subsisting  between  the  two  States, 
with  an  earnest  desire  on  their  part  to  bring  them 
to  a  favorable  issue,  npon  principles  of  perfect 
recii>rocity,  not  inconsistent  with  the  established 
inaxims  of  public  law,  and  with  the  maritime 
riffhts  of  the  British  empire. 

The  Admiral  commanding  the  British  squadron 
on  the  American  station  will  be  directed  to  give 
the  necessary  protection  to  any  persons  proceed- 
ing to  Europe,  on  the  part  of  the  Gbvernment  of 
the  United  States,  in  furtherance  of  this  overtore; 
or.  should  the  American  Cbvemment  have  occa- 
sion to  forward  orders  to  their  Commissioners  at 
St.  Petersburg,,  to  give  the  requisite  facilities,  by 
cartel  or  otherwise,  to  the  transmission  of  the 
same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  con* 
sideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  aenrant, 
CASTLEREAQH- 
The  AHEaicAN  Secrbtart  of  State,  dbc. 


Lord  Cathcait  to  the  Count  De  Naaselrode. 

ToPLiTZ,  September  1, 1813. 
The  undersigned,  Ambassador  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty  to  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  de* 
siring  to  avail  himself  of  the  first  occasion  to  re* 
new  the  subject  respecting  America,  whieii  > 
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brooghc  into  diseiusioo  ia  a  eoufetence  at  the 
moment  of  bis  departure  from  ReicheDbach,  has 
the  hoDor  to  address  this  note  to  his  Excellency 
ihe  Count  de  Nesselrode. 

Although  the  Prince  Recent,  for  reasons  which 
1mt«  been  already  made  koown,  has  not  found 
kioneif  in  a  situation  to  accept  the  mediation  of 
Hk  Imperial  Majesty,  for  terminating  the  dis- 
Mostons  with  the  United  States  of  America,  His 
Rojwl  Highness  desires,  nevertheless,  (o  give 
efleet  to  the  beneficent  wishes  which  His  Imperial 
Majesty  has  expressed  of  seeing  the  war  between 
Greai  iBrittin  and  America  soon  terminated,  to 
the  metoal  satisfaction  of  the  two  Grovernments. 

With  this  view.  His  Royal  Highness,  having 
l«amed  that  the  Envoys  Plenipotentiary  of'  the 
Uoked  States  for  n^otiating  a  peace  with  Qreat 
Britain,  under  the  mediation  of  His  Imperial 
llajaeiy^  have  arrived  in  Russia,  notwithstanding 
that  he  ^nds  himself  under  the  necessity  of  not 
•eeepting  the  interposition  of  any  friendly  Power 
in  the  question  which  forms  the  principal  object 
in  dispute  between  the  two  States,  he  is  never- 
theless ready  to  nominate  PlenipNDtentiaries  to 
treat  directly  with  the  American  Plenipoten- 
tkfftes. 

His  Royal  Highness  sincereljr  wishes  that  the 
•anleffeocet  of  tl^se  Plenipotentiaries  may  result 
IB  re-establishing  between  the  two  nations  the 
blesaiBff  and  the  reciprocal  advantages  of  peace. 

If,  through  the  good  offices  of  His  Imperial 
Majesty,  this  proposition  should  be  accepted,  the 
Prince  Regent  would  prefer  that  the  conferences 
skoold  be  held  at  London,  on  account  of  the 
fSKiHtiet  which  it  would  eive  to  the  discussions. 

Bat  if  this  choice  should  meet  with  insupera- 
ble obstacles,  His  Royal  Highness  would  consent 
to  substitute  Gottenburj^,  as  the  pkee  nearest  to 
fiaskad.    The  undersigned,  4c. 

CATHCART. 


Secretaiy  of  State  to  Lord  Castlereagh. 

Dbpartmemt  of  State, 

January  5, 18U. 

My  Lord:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive,  by 
a  4*2  o^  truce,  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  4th 
of  Jiovember  last,  and  a  copy  of  a  note  which 
Bb  Britannic  Majesty's  Ambassador  at  the  Court 
of  St.  Petersburg  presented  to  the  Russian  Gov- 
etam^t  on  the  1st  of  September  preceding. 

By  this  communication  it  appears  that  his 
Royal  Highness,  the  Prince  Regent,  rejected  the 
mediation  offered  by  His  Iinperial  Majesty  to 
promote  j;>eace  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  but  proposed  to  treat  directly  with 
the  United  States  at  Qottenburg,  or  London,  and 
that  he  had  requested  the  interposition  of  the  good 
offices  of  the  Emperor  in  favor  of  such  an  ar- 
rangement. 

Having  laid  vour  Lordship's  communication 
before  the  President,  I  am  instructed  to  state,  for 
the  information  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  that  the  President  has  seen  with  regret 
the  new  obstacle  to  the  commencement  of  a  ne- 
gotiatioo  for  the  accommodation  of  difierences 


between  the  l^ 
As  the  Emper 
his  rectitude 
engaged  in  a  ^. 
it  was  his  interest  i. 
United  States  and  Gtt^ 
could  not  doubt  that  His  ^ 
Prince  Regent  would  accept  the  ». 
His  Imperial  Majesty  had  offered  iv 
was  thecoofidence  with  which  the  high  cu. 
of  the  Emperor  inspired  the  President  that  . 
ciined  him,  disregarding  considerations  which  ft 
more  cautious  policy  might  have  suggested,  to 
accept  the  overture  with  promptitude,  and  to  send 
Ministers  to  St.  Petersburg  to  take  advantge  of 
it.    It  would  have  been  very  satisfactory  to  the 
President  if  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Re- 
gent had  found  it  corapatiole  with  the  views  of 
Ureat  Britain  to  adopt  a  similar  measure,  as  much 
delay  might  have  beien  avoided  in  aeoomplithtog 
an  object  which  it  is  admitled  is  of  high  imptrt* 
ance  to  both  nations. 

The  course  m'oposed  as  a  substitute  for  nego- 
tiations at  St.  Petersburg,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Emperor  of  Russia,  could  not,  I  must  remark- 
.to  your  Lordship, have  oeen  required  for  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  the  United  States  unconnected, 
against  Great  Britain,  with  any  aflfairs  of  the 
Continent.  There  was  nothing  in  the  proposed 
mediation  teadine  to  such  a  result.  The  terms 
of  the  overture  indicated  the  contrary.  In  offer- 
ing to  bring  the  parties  together,  not  as  an  umpire^ 
but  as  a  common  friend,  to  discuss  and  settle  their 
differences  and  respective  claims,  in  a  manner 
satisfactory  to  themselves.  His  Imperial  Majesty 
showed  the  interest  which  he  took  in  the  welfare 
of  both  parties. 

Wherever  the  United  States  may  treat,  they 
will  treat  with  the  sincere  desire  they  have  re- 
peatedly  maniiested  of  terminating  the  prtsent 
contest  with  Great  Britain,  on  conditions  of  recip^^ 
rocity  consistent  with  the  rights  of  both  parties 
as  sovereign  and  independent  nations,  and  calcu- 
lated not  only  to  establish  present  harmony,  bat 
to  provide,  as  far  as  possible,  against  future  col- 
lisions which  might  interrupt  it. 

Before  giving  an'  answer  to  the  proposition  eom^ 
munieated  by  your  Lordship  to  treat  vfith  the 
United  States  independently  of  the  Russian  me- 
diation, it  would  have  been  agreeable  to  the  Presi- 
dent to  have  heard  from  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
the  United  States  sent  to  St.  Petersburg.  The 
offer  of  a  mediation  by  one  Power,  and  the  accept- 
ance of  it  by  another,  form  a  relation  between 
them,  the  delicacy  of  which  cannot  but  be  felt. 
From  the  known  eharacteri  however,  of  the  Em*. 
peror,  and  the  benevolent  views  with  which  his 
mediation  was  offered,  the  President  cannot  doubt 
that  he  will  see  with  satisfaction  a  concurrence 
of  the  United  States  in  an  alternative,  which, 
under  existing  circumstances,  affords  the  best 
prospect  of  attaioioff  speedily  what  was  the  ob- 
ject of  his  interposition.  I  am  accordingly  in- 
structed to  make  known  to  your  Lordship,  for  the 
information  of  Hi.s  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  that  the  President  accedes  to  his  proposi- 
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at  Band  will  lake  the  measorei  depending  on 
mndfor  carrying  it  into  effect  at  Qottenburg,  with 
foxittle  delay  as  possible ;  it  being  presumed  that 
iis  Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden,  as  the  friend 
4>f  both  parties',  will  readily  acquiesce  in  the  choice 
of  a  place  for  their  pacific  negotiations,  within  his 
dominions. 

The.President  is  duly  sensible  of  the  attention 
of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  in  giy- 
in^  the  orders  to  the  Admiral  commanding  the 
British  squadron  on  this  coast,  which  yoor  Lord- 
ship has  communicated. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &^, 

JAMBS  MONROE. 


MEDIATION  OF  RUSSIA. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  Januaiy  18, 1814.3 

7b  tke  Haun  of  RmeseiUativts 

of  the  United  Statu: 
I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Repretentatives  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  complying  with 
their  resolution  of  the  13Lh  instant. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 
Januart,  18, 1814. 


Dbpartmbnt  op  State,  Jan.  18, 1814. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  or  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  I3th  insunt,  requesting  the  President  to  lay 
before  the  House  such  documents  relatire  to  the 
Russian  mediation  as,  in  his  opinion,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  communicate,  has  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  the  President  for  the  information  of 
the  House,  the  following  letters  in  relation  td  that 
iiibject,  viz : 

A  letter  in  French  (with  the  translation)  from 
M.  Daschkoff,  Bnroy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  His  Majesty  the  Bmperor  of 
Russia,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  8th  March, 
1813,  with  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  lltb  of  March. 

An  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  Mr.  Adams,  Minister  of  the  United  Slates 
at  Su  Petersburg,  of  the  1st  of  July  1812,  and 
four  letters  and  extracts  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the 
Secreury  of  State,  bearing  date  respectively  on 
tbe  30th  September,  17th  October,  and  11th  I>e- 
cember,  I8l2,  and  on  the  26th  June,  1813. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMBS  MONROB. 


Mr.  do  Daschkofi;  Envoy  Eztraordinaiy  and  Minister 
Plenipotonttarj  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  tbe  Em- 
peror of  all  the  Rossias,  to  the  Secretaiy  of  State 
of  the  United  States. 

Washinoton,  Feb.  24,  {March  8,)  1813. 
The  undersigned,  Bnvoy  Bxtraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Majesty  the  Bm- 

teror  of  all  the  Russias,  has  the  honor  to  make 
nown  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  that  he  has  just  received 
orders  from  the  Bmperor  his  master,  to  make  the 


following  overture  to  his  Bxcellency  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States: 

The  peace  of  Russia  with  Bngland  seemed  Mb 
present  this  immense  advantage  to  thecommerte 
of  nearly  all  seafaring  people,  that  it  freed  tbeir 
relations  from  that  constraint,  from  that  continoai 
vexation,  to  which  it  had  been  subieeted  for  many 
years  without  intermission.  The  Bmperor  Tiewed 
with  pleasure  a  result  so  conformable  to  all  fata 
wishes,  and  which  appeared  as  not  being  at  all 
doubtful.  It  became  so,  however,  by  the  war  be- 
tween Bngland  and  America. 

The  undersigned  is  directed  to  express  to  tbe 
President  of  the  United  States  the  regret  wit^ 
which  His  Imperial  Majesty  foresees  the  great 
shackles  which  this  new  episode  is  about  to  op> 
pose  to  the  commercial  prosperity  of  nations. 
The  love  of  humanity,  and  what  he  owes  to  his 
subjects,  whose  commerce  has  already  sufficiently 
suffered,  command  him  to  do  everything  in  his 
power  to  remove  the  evils  which  this  war  »  pre- 
paring even  for  those  nations  who  will  not  uke 
part  in  it. 

His  Majesty,  who  takes  pleasure  in  doing  jus-' 
tice  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Gk>vernment  ^  the 
United  States  of  America,  is  convinced  that  it  has 
done  all  that  it  could  to  prevent  this  rupture,  bat 
that  treating  of  it  directly  would  take  away  froni 
the  negotiation  all  semblance  of  impartiality.  In 
a  direct  discussion,  everything  would  tend  to  ex- 
cite the  prejudices  and  the  asperity  of  the  parties. 
To  obviate  this  inconvenience.  His  Majesty  the 
Bmperor,  gratified  at  beinff  able  to  give  a  proof 
of  his  friendship  alike  for  His  Majesty  the  Kisg 
of  Great  Briiahi  and  the  United  Statesof  Amertea, 
wished  to  offer  to  them  his  mediation,  and  charged 
the  undersigned  to  propose  it  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

The  undersigned,  bavins  the  honor  to  commu- 
nicate to  tbe  Secretary  of  State  the  sentiments 
and  the  wishes  of  His  Imperial  Majesty^  he  begs 
him  to  make  them  known  to  the  President  of  th^ 
United  States.  The  Bmperor  would  feel  great 
satisfaction  if  a  like  disposition  on  the  pare  of  the 
Qovernment  of  the  United  States  should  have  the 
efiect  of  stopping  the  progress  of  this  new  war, 
and  of  extinguishing  it  in  its  origin.  From  the 
satisfactory  assurances  which  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has  constantly  given  to  tbe  under- 
signed of  the  sentiments  of  regard  and  friendship 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  of  His  Ex- 
cellency for  Russia,  and  particularly  for  the  au- 
gust person  of  His  Majesty,  he  cannot  but  flatter 
himself  that  he  will  receive  an  answer  which  shall 
correspond  with  the  generous  wishes  of  tbe  Rm- 
peror  his  master. 

The  undersigned  cannot  refrain  from  express* 
ing  on  this  occasion  to  the  Secretary  of  State  his 
individual  wishes  for  whatever  may  have  a  ten- 
dency to  re-establish  active  relations  between 
Russia  and  the  United  States,  and  to  advance  the 
prosperity  of  the  public. 

He  seizes  with  eagerness  this  occasion  to  re- 
new to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  assurance  of 
his  highest  consideration  and  respect. 

ANDRB  l^E.  DASCHKOFF. 
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Mediation  of  Ru99ia. 


The  SeereUiy  of  Bute  to  Mr.  DtseUuilt 
Department  of  State,  March  11, 1813. 
Sir:  I  hare  had  the  hooor  to  receive  voor  Dote 
of  the  8th  instant,  making  known  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  the  disposition  of  His 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia  to  promote  peace, 
by  his  friendly  mediation  between  the  United 
Sutes  and  Qreat  Britain. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  President  to  assure  you, 
that  he  sees  in  this  overture,  on  the  part  of  your 
Sovereign,  strong  proofs  of  that  humane  and  en- 
li{[htened  policy  which  have  characterized  his 
reign.  It  was  impossible  that  a  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  should  not  ma- 
terially affect  the  commerce  of  Russia,  and  it  was 
'worthy  the  high  character  of  a  Prince,  distin- 
groifhed  by  his  attachment  to  the  interests  of  his 
people,  to  interpose  his  ^ood  offices  for  the  resto* 
ration  of  peace.  The  President  sees,  at  the  same 
time,  in  this  overture,  and  in  the  circumstances 
attending  it,  a  strong  proof  of  the  friendly  inter 
est  which  His  Imperial  Majesty  takes  in  the  wel 
fmre  of  the  United  States.  The  United  States, 
conscious  that  they  were  not  the  aggressors  in 
this  contest ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  had  borne 
gteat  wrongs  for  a  series  of  years  before  they  ap- 
pealed to  arms  in  defence  of  their  rights,  are 
willing  and  ready  to  lay  them  down  as  soon  as 
Great  Britain  ceases  to  violate  those  rights. 

The  President  is  aware  that  many  of  the  incon- 
Teniences  resulting  from  a  direct  communication 
between  the  parties  themselves  may  be  avoided 
by  the  mediation  of  a  third  Power,  especially  one 
entitled  to  and  possessinff  the  entire  confiaence 
of  both  the  belli]g;erents.  To  the  claim  of  Russia 
to  that  distinguished  consideration  the  President 
does  not  hesitate  to  express,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  his  full  acknowledgment.  He  r^e- 
coilects  with  much  satisfaction  that,  during  a 
period  of  great  and  general  contention,  the  rela- 
tions of  friendship  have  always  subsisted  between 
the  United  States  and  Russia ;  and  he  finds  in 
the  personal  qualities  and  high  character  of  the 
Bmperor  Alexander  a  sacred  pledge  for  the  jus- 
tice and  impartiality  which  may  be  expected  from 
hk  interposition. 

Influenced  by  these  sentiments,  the  President 
instmcu  me  to  inform  you  that  he  williogiy  ac- 
cepts the  mediation  of  your  Sovereign  to  promote 
peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain. I  am  instructed  also  to  state,  that  such  ar- 
rangements will  be  made,  without  delay,  as  will 
aiSbrd  to  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  opportunity 
he  has  invited,  to  interpose  his  good  offices  for  the 
accomplishment  of  so  important  an  event.  Of 
these  arrangements  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  ad- 
rise  you  in  an  early  communication. 

I  have,  ^.  JAMES  MONROE. 

Extiael  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  John 
Qnln^  Adams,  Esq.,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  Sutes  at  St.  Petersbnrg. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  Statb,  Jvly  1, 1812. 
Sib:  On  the  18th  alUm<>  a  declaration  of  war 

against  Qreat  Britain  passed  Congress ;  of  which, 


of  the  President's  Message,  and  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  leading  to  it,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  you  copies. 

You  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  causes 
which  produced  this  result  to  require  any  expla-^ 
nation  of  them.  As  it  appeared  that  Great  Brit^ 
ain  would  not  revoke  her  Orders  in  Council  oii 
the  just  grounds  on  which  it  was  claimed,  but 
enlarged  the  conditions  on  which  she  professed 
her  willingness  to  revoke  them,  there  remained 
no  honorable  course  for  the  United  States  to  pur* 
sue  short  of  war.  On  full  consideration  of  all 
circumstanced  this  measure  was  adopted,  and  thft 
Gbvemment  is-resolved  to  pursue  it  till  its  object* 
arer  accomplished  with  the  utmost  decision  and 
activity  in  its  Power. 

In  resorting  to  war  against  Great  Britain,  as 
the  United  States  have  done,  by  inevitable  neces- 
sity, it  is  their  desire  and  hope  that  it  may  becon«» 
fined  to  her  only. 

It  is  seen  with  much  regret  that  the  Emperor 
of  Russia  is  likely  to  be  reduced  to  the  necessity 
of  becoming  a  party  to  the  war  in  Europe,  if  he 
has  not  already  become  so.  Should  that  event 
Uke  place,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  war  be* 
tween  the  U  nited  States  and  Great  Briuin  should 
afifect,  in  the  slighteet  degree,  the  very  friendly 
relations  which  now  exist  between  the  Unitea 
States  and  Russia.  It  is  the  sincere  desire  of 
this  Government  to  preserve,  in  their  utmost  ex- 
tent, those  relations  with  that  Power. 

With  France  our  affairs  in  many  important 
cireumstances  are  still  unsettled;  nor  is  there 
any  certainty  that  a  satisfactory  settlement  of 
them  will  be  obtained.  Should  it,  however,  be 
the  case,  it  is  not  probable  that  it  will  produce 
any^  closer  connexion  between  the  Unitea  States 
and  that  Power.  It  is  not  anticipated  that  any 
event  whateurr  will  have  that  effecL 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretaiy 
of  State. 

St.  Pbtbbsbubg,  Sept.  30, 1813. 
On  the  20th  instant  I  received  a  note  from  the 
Chancellor  requesting  me  to  call  upon  him  the 
next  evening,  which  1  accordingly  did ;  he  told, 
me  that  he  had  asked  to  see  me  by  the  Emperor's 
command ;  that,  having  made  peace  and  estab- 
lished the  relations  of  amity  and  commerce  with 
Great  Britain,  the  Emperor  was  much  concerned 
and  disappointed  to  find  the  whole  benefit  which 
he  expected  his  subjects  would  derive  commer- 
oiaily  from  that  event  defeated  and  lost  by  tha 
new  war  which  had  arisen  between  the  United 
States  and  England ;  that  he  had  thought  he  per* 
ceived  various  indications  that  there  was  on  both, 
sides  a  reluctance  at  engaging  in  and  prosecuting 
this  war,  and  it  had  occurred  to  the  Emperor  that 
perhaos  an  amicable  arrangement  of  the  differ- 
ences between  the  parties  might  be  accommodated 
more  easily  and  speedily  by  indirect  than  by  a 
direct  negotiation ;  that  Hb  Majesty  had  directed 
him  to  see  me,  and  to  inquire  if  I  was  aware  of. 
any  difficulty  or  obstacle  on  the  part  of  the  Gov* 
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tfnitnMit  of  the  TJmhed  States,  if  he  shtitild  offer 
his  mediatioD  for  the  pwpose  of  ef&ctiog  a  psei- 
fleatioQ.  I  answered  that  it  was  obvioasly  im- 
possible for  me  to  speak  on  this  subject  any  other- 
-Wise  than  from  the  general  koowled^e  which  I 
had  of  the  sentiments  of  my  Gbvernmeot ;  that  I 
w^s  so  far  from  knowing  what  thetr  ideas  were 
with  regard  to  the  coatinaanoeof  the  wiar,  that  I 
bad  not  to  that  day  received  any  officiai  commu- 
nication of  its  declaration ;  but  that  I  well  knew 
itwae  with  reluctance  they  had  engaeed  in  the 
war ;  that  I  was  very  sore,  whatever  determina- 
tion they  might  form  upon:  the  nroposal  of  the 
B0ii)erOr's  mediation,  they  womd  receive  and 
consider  it  as  a  new  evidence  of  *His  Majesty's 
regard  and  firiendship  for  the  United  States,  and 
that  I  was  not  aware  of  any  obstacle  or  difficulty 
which  could  occasion  them  to  decline  accepting  it. 
I  knew  the  war  would  afi)ict  unfavorably  the 
idtetest  of  Russia»  I  knew  it  must  be  highlv  in*- 
jurious  both  to  the  United  States  and  BTagland; 
I  could  see  no  good  result  as  likely  to  arise  from 
it  to  anyone*  The  Count  replied  that  be  bad  cod- 
iidered  it  altogether  in  the  same  light,  and  so  had 
Hie  Bmperor,  Who  was  sincerely  concerned  at  it, 
and  who  had  himself  conceived  this  idea  of  au* 
tboriain^  his  mediation;  He  thought  an  indire^ 
lieMtitttion  conducted  here,  aided  by  the  can- 
eHiatory  wishes  of  a  friend  to  both  parties,  might 
•mooth  down  difficulties  wbich,  in  direct  discus* 
sloii  between  the  prindpals,  might  be  found  in^ 
superable.  To  a  mutual  friend  each  party  ttxlffitt 
exnibitall  its  claimsjand  all  iucomplaints,  wtth- 
our  danger  of  e]ioiting  irritations  or  raising  knpedf- 
ments.  "f  he  part  Sf  Russia  would  only  be  to 
bear  both  sides,  and  to  use  her  best  endeavors  to 
oottoiliafte  them.  I  observed^  that  there  was  a 
third  patty  to  be  consulted  as  to  the  proposali—the 
Britisn  Gkiv^nment.  The  Count  answered,  that 
it  had  already  been  suggested  by  bin  to  the  Brit- 
ish Ambassador,  Lord  Calhcart,  who  had  the  day 
before  despatched  it  by  a  messenger  to  his  Court. 
Some  question  occurred'  concerning  the  mode  of 
enabling  me  to  transmit  this  communication  to 
the  United  States,  upon  which  the  Count  prom- 
ised to  see  me  again  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 
Me  said  that  he  should  write  to  Mr.  Daschkoff, 
and  instruct  him  td  make  the  proposition  to  the 
€k>verament  of  the  United  States. 


Mr.  AdttMs  to  the  Secretaix  of  State. 

St.  Pei'fiRBBUBO,  Oct,  17, 1819. 

Snt:  I  received  a  few  days  since  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Russell,  dated  at  London,  the  9th  of  Septem- 
ber, and  informing  me  that  his  mission  there  had 
closed;  thar  he  had  received  bis  passports,  and 
that  in  three  days  from  that  time  he  should  leave 
tbe  city  to  embark  at  Plymouth  for  the  United 
States.  He  adds  that  the  British  Government 
bad  rejected  a  proposttiou  which  he  had  been 
nothorizi^  to  make  for  a  suspension  of  hostilities. 

The  evening  befbre  last  I  had  another  interview 
Wtth  the  Chancellor,  Ooaat  Romanzoff,  at  his  re- 
^uein.  There  bad  been  rumors  in  circutation  here 
of  av  anuisiiee  in  Canada,  and  of  the  appoiut*- 


ment  of  Commissionem  by  the  PreaideBt  for  a 
new  negotiation  with  Great  Britain.  Tbe  Count 
asked  me  if  I  had  any  authentic  information  of 
these  circumstances.  I  said  I  had  not ;  that  my 
information  was  altogether  of  a  different  aspect; 
and  1  told  him  thesu&tance  of  Mr.  Russell's  com- 
munication. He  then  observed  that  this  incident 
would  not  discourage  this  Government  from  makr- 
ing  an  offer  of  its  mediation,  which  he  hacjl  sug- 
gested to  me  in  a  former  conference.  On  the 
contrary,  the  failure  of  every  new  attempt  at  di- 
rect negotiation  confirmed  him  in  the  belief  and 
hope  that  a  mediation  might  be  more  successful; 
a  mediation  of  a  common  friend,  not  onlv  desirotis 
from  the  sentiment  of  friendship  to  see  the  parties 
reconciled  to  each  other,  but  having  also  a  strong 
interest  of  his  own  in  their  recODciUation. 

The  ^ount  said  he  had  his  despatches  for  Mr. 
Daschkoff  ready,  instructing  him  to  make  the 
proposition  in  form  to  the  American  Gk>vernment; 
and  he  asked  me  whether  I  could  indicate  to  him 
a  mode  of  transmitting  them  directly  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.  In  our  former  conversation  (reported 
in  my  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo)  I  had  offered  to 
despatch  one  of  the  American  vessels  now  at 
Cronstadt,  if  the  British  Ambassador  would  fbr- 
nish  her  a  passport,  or  any  document  that  would 
protect  her  froi3a  capture  by  British  armed  vessels* 
The  Count  said  the  had  made  the  proposal  to  the 
Ambassador,  who  had  expressed  his  readtnesa  to 
give  the  document,  provided  the  vessel  and  mes- 
senger should  ffo  by  the  wav  of  England ;  a  con- 
dition which  the  Cfouat  said  he  had  told  the  Am- 
bassador he  could  not  ask  me  to  agree  to^  and 
with  which  I  did  not  think  it,  in  fact,  suitable  to 
comply.  There  are,  however,  two  American  fl»n* 
tlemen  here  on  the  point  of  departure  for  the  uni- 
ted States,  and  by  them  I  shall  transmit  this  des- 
patch and  its  daplicate,  together  with  those  of  the 
Chancellor,  to  Mr.  Daschkoff. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  d&c. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

Ifo.  Adams  to  the  Secretary  oTState. 

St.  Petersbubg,  Dec.  11, 1812. 

Sia :  On  the  4th  instant  I  received  the  du^i- 
cate  of  your  favor  of  1st  July  last,  announcing 
the  declaration  bj  the  Congress  of  the  Unue3 
States  of  war  ajg;ainst  Great  Britain,  and  enclos- 
ing printed  copies  of  the  President's  rroclamation 
founded  upon  it,  of  his  previous  Message  recom- 
mending It,  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  proposing  it,  and  of  the  fCa- 
tionaf  Intelligencer  of  the  20th  June.  The  origi- 
nal of  your  letter,  with  these  documents,  not 
having  yet  come  to  hand,  these  gave  me  the  first 
oflSciaT  communication  of  the  war. 

I  had.  on  the  7th  instant,'an  interview  with  tbe 
Chancellor,  Count  Romanzoff,  in  which  I  com- 
municated to  him  the  substance  of  that  part  of 
your  despatch  which  related  to  Russia,  ana  thnse 
which  concern  the  state  of  our  relations  With 
France.  ^  In  the  present  state  of  the  war  between 
this  coutftry  and  Franca,  I  was  oonviaced  that 
the  view  of  tbe  Ameriom  Goremoieai'ii  ia 
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Americao  GoTefnaient  was  partitl  to  FnnoflL 
aod  even  actuated  by  Freach  iofloence,  I  supposed, 
that  the  kaowledge  of  this  fraak  and  ezplieit: 
statement^  with  a  due  consideration  of  the  time 
and  occasion  upon  which  it  was  made^  must  ^ve 
a  tendency  to  remove  the  prejudice  of  the  British 
Cabinet,  and,  I  would  hope,  produce  on  their  part, 
a  disposition  more  inclining  to  conciliation. 

Yesterday  the  Count  sent  a  note  requesting  mo 
to  call  upon  him  again,  which  I  aeconlingiy  did. 
He  showed  me  the  draught  of  a  despatch  to  the 
Count  Lteven,  the  Russian  Ambassador  in  Bng^ 
land,  which  he  had  prepared  to  lay  t>efore  the 
Emperor  for  his  approbation,  and  which  related 
the  substance  of  my  conversation  with  him,  par* 
ticularly  in  regard  to  the  intentions  of  the  Ameri* 
can  Government  with  reference  to  France;  in- 
structing Count  Lieven  to  make  it  known  to  Lord 
Castlereach,  and  to  use  it  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
vincing the  British  Government  of  the  error  in 
suspecting  that  of  the  United  States  of  any  sub- 
serviency to  France,  in  the  expectation  that  it- 
would  promote  in  the  British  Ministry  the  dtspo* 
sition  to  peace  with  the  United  States^  which  he 
(Count  Lieven^  knew  His  Imperial  Majesty  had 
much  at  heart,  believing  it  equally  for  the  interest 
of  both  Powers,  and  also  for  that  of  his  own  em- 
pire. The  Chancellor  said  that,  as  this  despateb- 
would  refer  to  what  1  had  rerballv  stated  to  him^ 
in  our  preceding  conversation,  he  wished,  be- 
fore submitting  it  to  the  Emperor,  that  I  should 
peruse  it  to  satisfy  himself  that  he  had  connect^ 
ediy  represented  the  purport  of  my  commnoiea- 
tion  to  him,  and  he  desired  me,  if  I  should  find 
any  inaccuracy  or  variation  from  what  I  had  said 
to  him,  to  point  i^  out  to  him;  that  he  migh^ 
make  the  despatch  perfectly  correspond  with  what 
I  had  said.     I  did,  accordingly,  notice  several 

firticulars  in  which  the  exact  purport  of  what' 
had  said  might  be  expressed  with  more  precis- 
ion. He  immediately  struck  out  the  passaffee 
which  I  noticed  in  this  manner  from  the  draught, 
and  altered  them  to  an  exact  conformity  with  the 
ideas  I  had  intended  to  convey.  The  changee 
were  inconsiderable,  and  were  no  otherwise  ma- 
terial than  as  I  was  desirous  of  the  utmost  aeov- 
racv  in  the  relation  of  what  I  had  said,  under  the 
authority  of  your  despatch. 

This  communication  of  the  settled  determina- 
tion of  the  American  Qovernment  not  to  contract 
anv  more  intimate  engagements  with  France, 
will  thus  be  made  to  the  British  Ministry  with 
my  full  consent.  The  Chancellor's  despatch  does 
not  say  that  he  was  authorized  by  me  to  make  it. 
It  merely  relates  the  substance  of  that  part  of 
my  conversation  with  him,  and  directs  Count 
Lieven  to  use  it  with  a  view  to  promote  the  pur- 
pose of  pacification.  The  Chancellor  trader- 
stands  that  my  consent  was  merely  mj  own  aet^ 
vrithout  authority  from  you ;  my  motive  in  giv- 
ing it  was  the  same  with  that  of  his  instruction 
to  Count  Lieven,  because  I  believed  its  tendency 
would  be  to  promote  the  spirit  of  pacification  in 
the  British  Cabinet.  I  told  the  Chancellor  I  was 
aware  that  its  effect  might  be  different.  That^ 
the  very  certainty  that  we  should  not  seek  or 


tkms  with  regard  to  that  Power,  so  explicitly  and 
so  strongly  manifested  ia  your  letter,  would  not 
oaly  be  gratifying  to  the  Chancellor,  but  that  it 
would  be  satisfactory  to  the  Emperor,  and  would 
powerfully  counteract  any  impressions  unfavor- 
able to  the  United  States,  which  the  English  in- 
terest here  is  endeavoriog^  to  excite.  I  therefore 
t^d  the  Count,  that,  although  I  had  not  been  in- 
etraeted  to  make  to  him  any  official  communica- 
tion of  tl)e  declaration  of  war,  the  dispositions  of 
the  American  Government  towards  other  Powers, 
and  particularly  towards  Russia,  on  this  occasion, 
had  been  distinctly  suggested  to  me,  in  a  manner 
which  I  felt  it  my  duly  to  make  known  to  him ; 
that  the  United  States,  compelled  by  unavoidable 
necessity  to  vindicate  their  violated  riehts  against 
Great  Britain  by  war,  were  desirous  that  it  might 
be  confined  exclu8iv€4y  to  them  and  their  enemy, 
and  that  no  other  Power  m^ht be  involved  in  it ; 
thai  it  was  particdarly  and  earnestly  their  wish 
to  preserve  and ^maintaiiK  in  their  fullest  extent, 
their  commercial  and  friendly  relations  with 
Buspia^  that  the  war  in  which  the  Emperor  is 
BOW  engaged  against  France,  although  it  could 
not  be  known  by  the  President  to  have  been  ac- 
tMlly  commenced  at  the  time  when  your  des- 
pateh  was  written^  was,  however,  contemplated 
atsMure  than  probable,  and  the  necessity  which 
obliged  the  Emperor  to  take  a  part  in  it  was  men- 
tioned ta  me  as  a  oause  of  leffret  to  the  Amer- 
ieaa  Government ;  but  it  was  hoped  it  would  not, 
ia  the  slightest  degree,  affect  the  friendly  dispo- 
sitions b^ween  Russia  and  the  United  States; 
thatl  was  informed  by  you  thajt  the  principal 
soli^lB  of  discussion  which  had  lon^  been  sub- 
sist^Bg  between  us  and  France  remained  uni^t* 
tkd ;  that  there  was  no  immediate  prospect  that 
there  would  be  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  them ; 
bat  that,  whatever  the  event  ia  this  respect  might 
be,  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  any  more  inti- 
mate ooanexioDs  with  Franoe*^  This  disposition, 
I  added,  was  expiessed  in  terms  as  strong  and 
clear  as  I  thought  language  could  afibrd.  ft  was 
even  observed  that  the  Gbvernment  of  the  United 
States  did  not  anticipate  any  event  whatever  that 
could  produce  that,  efieet;  and  I  was  the  more 
happy  to  find  myself  authorized  by  my  Govern- 
ment t0  avow  this  intention,  as  different  repre- 
sentations of  their  views  had  been  widely  circu- 
lated as  well  in  Europe  as  in  America. 

The  Count  received  this  communication  with 
assuraaeee  of  his  own  hiji^h  satisfaction  at  its 
porport,  and  of  his  persuasion  that  it  would  prove 
eqiaaUy  satisfactory  to  the  Emperor,  before  whom 
he  should  lay  it  without  delay.  He  said  that, 
with  xe|^rd  to  the  friendly  and  commercial  rela- 
tions with  the  United  States,  it  was  the  Emperor's 
fixed  determination  te  maintain  them,  so  far  as 
depended  upon  him,  in  their  fullest  extent.  He 
aaaed  me  if  I  had  any  objection  to  his  communi- 
catiog  to  the  British  Government  itself  that  part 
of  mj  information  to  him  which  related  to  France. 
I  ssitf  that,  on  the  contrary,  as  the  British  Gov- 
ernment bad,  in  the  course  ot  our  diseaseiens  with 
them,  frequently  iatimiited  tbe  belief  that  the 
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e?eo  accept  a  commooityr  of  cause  with  their 
most  dreaaed  enemy  might  make  them  more  in- 
different to  a  peace  with  us.  But  in  calculating 
the  operation  of  a  generoos  purpose  eyen  upon 
the  mind  of  an  inveterate  enemy,  I  feel  an  irre- 
aiatible  impulse  to  the  conclusion  that  it  will  be 
generous  like  itself.  I  asked  the  Chancellor  whe- 
ther he  had  received  an  answer  from  England 
apon  the  proposal  of  the  Emfperor's  mediation. 
He  said  that,  without  acceptinff  or  rejecting  it, 
they  had  intimated  the  belief  that  it  would  not 
be  acceptable  in  America. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  d^c. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretaiy 
of  State,  dated 
St.  Petbrsbubq,  June  26, 1813. 
On  the  15th  instant  I  had  an  interview  with 
the  Chancellor,  Count  Romanzofi)  at  his  request, 
when  he  informed  me  that  he  had  received  an- 
swers from  Mr.  Daschkoff  to  the  despatches  of 
which  Mr.  Harris  was  the  bearer ;  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  accepted  the  Emperor's  office  of  medi- 
mtion ;  and  that  Mr.  Daschkoff  bad  sent  him  a 
copy  of  your  answer  to  him,  expressive  of  that 
aeeeptance.  He  then  put  into  my  hands  your 
letter  to  Mr.  Daschkoff  of  March  11,  with  the 
tenor  of  which  he  appeared  to  be  much  gratifled ; 
and  which  he  said  he  should  immediately  trans- 
mit to  the  Emperor.  At  the  same  time  English 
newspapers  had  been  received  here  mentioning 
the  appointment  of  Messrs.  Gallatin  and  Bayard, 
but  intimating  strongly  the  determination  of  the 
British  Gh>vernment  to  reject  the  mediation.  A 
few  days  after,  I  received  from  a  friend  Uie  Na- 
tional Intelligencer  of  the  15th  April,  containing 
an  editorial  paragraph  concerning  the  appoint- 
ment of  those  gentlemen,  which  J  communicated 
to  the  Count  on  the  22d.  I  observed  to  him,  that 
however  the  British  Government  might  think 
proper  to  act  on  this  occasion,  that  of  the  United 
States  would  at  least  have  manifested  in  a  signal 
manner  at  once  its  earnest  and  constant  desire  for 
ft  just  and  honorable  peace,  and  its  sense  of  the 
motives  which  had  induced  the  Emperor's  offer. 
That  the  President  could  not  have  adopted  a 
measure  better  adapted  to  do  honor  to  His  Ma- 
jesty's proposal,  than  by  the  appointment  of  two 
persons  among  the  most  distinguished  of  our  cit- 
izens,, to  co-operate,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  in  accomplishing  the  Emperor's  friendly 
and  benevolent  purpose;  and  that  if  it  should 
eventually  fail  of  being  successful,  at  least  the  true 
and  onlv  source  of  its  failure  would  be  known ; 
that  he  bad  received,  since  he  saw  roe  last,  de- 
spatches from  Count  Lieven;  that  the  British 
Minister,  in  terms  of  much  politeness,  had  inti- 
mated to  him,  that  there  was  no  Sovereign  whose 
mediation  they  should  more  readily' accept  than 
that  of  the  Emperor,  but  that  their  differences 
with  the  United  Suites  were  of  a  nature  involv- 
ing principles  of  the  internal  government  of  the 
Bntuh  nation,  and  which  it  was  thought  were 
not  susceptible  of  being  committed  to  the  dis- 


cussion of  any  mediation*  The  Count  added, 
that  it  would  remain  to  be  considered  whether, 
after  this,  and  after  the  solemn  step  taken  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  it  would  be 
advisable  to  renew  the  offer  to  the  British  MiiMs- 
try,  and  give  them  an  opportunity  for  a  reconsid- 
eration. It  was  possible  that  further  reflection 
might  lead  to  a  different  rte'olution,  and  he  should 
submit  the  question  to  the  Emperor's  determina- 
tion. Different  circumstances  furnuhed  other 
materials  for  deliberations. 


FRANCE. 


[Oommunicoted  to  the  Hoose,  Jsnoaiy  IS,  1814.] 
Tq  the  Houee  of  Rmrenniatha 

of  the  United  Stdea.' 
I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representatives  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  complying  with 
their  resolution  of  the  11th  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
January  18, 1814. 

DSPARTMBNT  OP  StATB,  JcOH.  18^  1814. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  oi  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  11th  instant,  requesting  the  President  to  com- 
municate to  the  House  any  information  in  liis 
possession,  and  which  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
divulge,  in  relation  to  the  omission  or  refusal  of  the 
French  Gk>vernment  to  accredit  the  Minister  Pic* 
nipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to  that  C<Mirt, 
or  of  his  reception  if  accredited,  of  the  dme 
when  he  was  so  accredited,  and  of  the  progress 
of  his  negotiation,  has  the  honor  to  commanicate 
to  the  President,  for  the  information  of  the  House, 
the  following  letters  in  relation  to  that  subject, 
namely : 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  of  the  15th  August.  1813,  enclosing  one 
to  the  Duke  of  Bassano,  of  the  27th  July,  and  his 
answer  of  the  1st  August  3  and  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Secretarf  of 
State  of  the  8th  of  September,  1813. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Mr.  Crawford  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Paris,  ilu^tis^  15, 1813. 

Sir:  On  the  twenty-seventh  ultimo  I  wrote  to 
the  Duke  of  Bassano,  to  inform  him  of  my  ar- 
rival in  Paris,  in  quality  of  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  States.  On  the  8th  instant  I 
received  an  answer  dated  at  Dresden,  on  the  1st. 
Copies  of  mv  note  and  of  his  answer  are  here- 
with enclosed. 

With  sentiments  of  high  respect,  I  remain, 
yours,  d&c. 

WM,  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Hon.  Jabus  Mohror, 

.  Secniarif  ^  State. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ap97 


AFP2NDIX. 


209$ 


Great  Btitain^NaiuraliztUicn* 


[BttdoMd  in  Mr.  OrtwIM's  letter  of  Aug.  16, 1818.] 
Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Duke  of  Bauano. 

Paris,  ^  27, 18ia 

Mt  Lobd  :  I  ha? e  the  boDor  to  iDform  your 
Excellency  that  1  have  been  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  State?  of  America  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  his  Impe- 
rial and  Royal  Majesty,  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  and  king  of  Italy.  I  wait  the  pleasure 
of  your  Excellency  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of 
preaentinip  my  official  credentials,  preparatory  to 
my  reception  by  the  Government  of  His  Imperial 
and  Royal  Majesty  as  the  accredited  Minister  Ple- 
nipotentiary of  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  seize  on  the  present  occasion  ^to  assure  yoiir 
Bzcelleoey  of  the  distingoished  consideration 
with  wbicb  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most 
obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 


From  the  Doke  of  Bafsano  to  Mr.  Crawford. 
Dbbsdbn,  AugUMt  1, 1813. 

Sui :  I  have  had  great  pleasure  in  hearinjg^  of 
your  safe  arrival  in  France,  and  I  have  received 
the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address 
me  on  the  27th  of  July,  on  your  nomination  in 
mality  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  to  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
the  Freseh  and  King  of  Italy.  The  choice  which 
yaor  Qorernment  has  made  of  a  person  so  dis- 
thigiiiabed  in  his  own  country,  and  so  worthy  of 
tlua  honorable  mission,  cannot  but  be  agreeable 
to  His  Imperial  Majesty ;  and  though  be  is  at 
this  tinae  absent  from  Dresden,  I  can  give  you 
this  asaorance  in  his  name.  I  will  have  the  honor 
to  eimimttnicate  to  you  his  intentions  respecting 
the  presentation  of  your 'letters  of  credence  and 
yo«r  reception^  Without  waiting  even  for  this, 
I  will  receive  all  the  communications  which  you 
may  think  proper  to  make  to  me  as  the  Minister 
Ptempotentiary  of  your  Government,  and  the  de- 
lay or  a  formality  will  produce  no  delay  in  the 
exercise  of  the  mission  confided  to  you.  or  in  the 
eonespondence  which  it  will  procure  tor  me  the 
beoefii  of  holding  with  you. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  consideration. 
THE  DUKE  OF  BASSANO. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Crawford  to  Mr.  Monroe. 
Pabis,  September  8, 1813. 
I  have  just  received  an  answer  to  the  note 
which  I  addressed  to  the  Duke  of  Bassano,  re- 
jnesting  Mrs.  Barlow's  passports.  On  the  sub- 
ject of  recognition,  he  savs  that  he  is  very  solici- 
tous I  should  present  my  letter  of  credence  to  the 
Emperor  in  Paris.  He  does  not  repeat  his  invita- 
tion to  communicate  with  him.  The  operations 
of  the  war  will  probably  detain  the  Emperor  in 
the  North  until  tne  Winter.  It  is  believed  that 
the  Duke  of  Bassano  will  not  return  before  him. 
If  this  opinion  should  be  realized,  the  Winter 
will  be  far  advanced  before  I  shall  be  able  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  French  Government  to  the 
snbjecu  of  discussion  between  ,the  two  nations. 


OBEAT  BBITAIN— NATURALIZATION. 

[Commnnicated  to  the  Senate,  April  16, 1814.] 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  compiyinff  with  their  resolutions  of 
the  2d  February  and  9tb  of  March.* 

JAMES  MADISON. 
April  16, 1814. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb,  Ajnit  14, 1814. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  were  referred 
several  resolutions  of  the  2d  July  and  9th  March 
last,  has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  President  the 
following  report : 

Although  these  resolutions  are  of  different  dates, 
and  refer  to  subjects  in  some  respects  distinct  in 

*The  resohiiions  are  as  fbllows : 

JUeoked,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  befoke  the  Senate  a 
statement  of  the  names  of  the  individuals  selected  from 
American  prisoners  of  war  and  sent  to  Great  Britain 
for  trial,  .as  mentioned^  in  his  Message  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session  of  Congress;  and 
also  their  respectlTe  places  of  residence  in  the  United 
States,  with  the  times  when,  and  the  courts  where, 
they  were  admitted  to  become  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  regiments  or  corps  to  which  they  be- 
longed in  the  serrice  of  the  United  States  when  taken 
by  the  enemy,  and  the  times  and  places  of  their  being 
so  tidten ;  together  with  copies  of  any  official  corres- 
pbndence  respecting  the  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war, 
and  any  orders  for  retaliation  on  either  side,  which  the 
President* msy  judge  proper  to  be  communicated. 

FiaavAav  2,  1814. 

Reeoked,  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  such 
information  as  he  may  possess,  calculated  to  show 
what  has  been  the  practice  of  Great  Britain  concern- 
ing her  nati^  subjects  naturalised  in  other  countries 
and  taken  in  arms  against  her ;  also,  what  b  the  general 
practice  of  the  nations  of  Europe  relatiTC  to  the  natu- 
ralisation or  employment  in  war  between  two  nations 
of  the  natiTe  subjects  of  each  other. 

Beeolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  such 
information  as  he  may  possess,  of  the  eases,  with  their 
circumstances,  in  which  any  ciTilized  nation  has  pun- 
ished its  natiTe  subjects  taken  in  arms  against  her,  and 
for  whidi  punishment  retaliation  has  been  inflicted  by 
the  nation  in  whoee  sendee  they  were  taken. 

Renohed,  That  the  Preeident  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  such 
information  as  he  may  possess,  calculated  to  tbow 
under  what  drcumstances,  and  on  what  grounds.  Great 
Britain  has  been  in  the  practice  of  refusing  to  dischaifa 
natiTe  oitisens  of  the  United  States  imprewed  into  hsr 
serrioe. 

Retoked,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stotss 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  such 
information  as  he  msy  possess,  calculated  to  show 
what  has  been  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  relatiTe  to 
American  seamen  on  board  her  ships  of  war  at  and 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war  with  the  United 
States. 

MAaoB  f,  1814. 
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spfttolies  from  his  OoTeromeDt,  addressed  to  Mr. 
Foster,  made  to  me  a  commoDicatioa  respecting 
the  intentions  of  bfs  Government  in  regard  to  the 
Orders  in  Gouneil.  It  was  of  a  character,  how- 
ever, so  entirety  informal  and  confidential,  that 
Mr.  Baker  did  not  feei  himself  at  liberty  to  mak^ 
it  in  the  form  of  a  note,  verbal^  or  pro  memoria, 
or  even  permit  me  to  take  a  memorandum  of  it 
at  the  time  he  made  it.  As  it  aathorizes  an  e'k- 
peetation  that  something  more  precise  and  defi- 
nite, in  an  official  form,  may  soon  be  received  by 
this  Government,  it  is,  the  less  necessary  that  I 
should  go  into  an  explanation  of  the  views  of  the 
President  in  relation  to  it,  more  patticuiarly  as 
the  Secretary  of  State  is  daily  expected,  and  will 
be  able  to  do  it  in  a  more  satisfactory  manner. 

I  reftr  you  to  the  enclosed  papers  for  informa- 
tion as  to  the  maritime  aad  military  moremenu 
incident  to  the  wai^  and  will  add^  that  the  Presi- 
dent is  anxious  to  xnow,  as  soon  as  possible,  the 
resolt  of  the  profKisals  you  were  authorized  to 
make  to  the  British  Government  respecting  an 
armistice.  He  considers  them  so  fsir  And  reason- 
able, that  he  cannot  but  hope  that  they-  will  be 
acceded  to,  and  thus  be  the  means  of  hastening 
an  honorable  and  permanent  peace: 
'  I  har^  the  honor,  d^. 

JOHN  GRAHAM. 

JONATBAN  RuSSBLLj  Esq.,  dtc. 


Mr.  Graham  to  Mr.  RueseU. 
Department  op  Statb^  ilt^.lO,  1818. 

Sir  :*  Thinking  that  it  may  possibly  be  useful 
to  you,  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  a  mem- 
orandum of  the  conversation  hetween  Mr.  Baker 
and  myself,  alluded  to  in  my  letter  of  this  date. 
From  a  conversation  wlrh  Mr.  Baker,  since  this 
memorandum  was  made,  I  find  that  I  was  correct 
in  Tepresenting  to  the  President  that  the  intirAa- 
tion  from  Mr.  Poster  and  the  British  authorities 
at  Halifax  was  to  be  understood  as  connected 
with  a  suspension  of  hostilities  on  \he  frontiers  of 
Canada.    I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

JOHN  GRAHAM, 

JONATBAIf  RussELii,  Esq.,  ^. 

[Memorandum  referred  to  in  th^  above  letter.] 
Mr.  Baker  verbailv  communicated  to  me,  for 
the  information  of  the  President,  (hat  he  ha4  re^ 
aeived  despatches  from  his  Goverament,  addiefl»- 
«d  to  Mr.  Foster,  (dated,  I  believe^  about  the  17th 
Jan^  from  which  he  was  authorized  to  cay,  that 
as  official  declaration  would  be  sent  to  thircobn* 
tnr;  that  the  Orders  in  Council,  so  &r  as  they 
atfecled  the  United  States,  would  be  repealed  on 
the  ls(  of  Auffust,  to  be  revived  on  the  l«t  May, 
1613,  unless  the  conduct  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, and  the  result  of  the  conununieations  with 
the  American  Government,  should  be  such  as,  in 
the  opinion  of  His  Majesty,  to  render  their  re- 
vival unnecessary.  Mr.  Baker  moreover  stated, 
-that  the  orders  would  be  revived,  provided  the 
American  Government  did  not,  within  fourteen 
da]r8  after  they  received  the  official  deohtration  of 
their  repeal,  admit  British  armed  vessels  into 


their  ports,  and  put  an  end  to  the  reatrietire 
measures  which  had  grown  out  of  the  Orders  in 
Council. 

The  despatches  anthotiztng  the  communica- 
tion to  the  American  Government,  expressly  di- 
rected that  it  should  be  made  verhally ;  and  Mr. 
Baker  did  not  consider  himself  at  liberty  to  re- 
duce dt  to  writing,  even  in  the  form  of  a  note, 
verbal  or  pro  memoria^  or  to  sufifer  me  to  take  a 
memorandum  of  his  contfmunica^on  at  the  tune 
he  made  it.  I  understood  from  him  that  the  de* 
spatches  had  been  opened  by  Mr.  Foster  at  UaH* 
fax.  who,  in  consequence  of  a  conversation  he 
had  had  with  Vice  Admiral  Sawyer  and  Sir  John 
Sherbrooke,  had  authorized  Mr.  Baker  to  sa^r  that 
these  gentlemen  would  agree,  as  a  measure  lead- 
ing to  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  that  all  eaptores 
made  after  a  dajr  to  be  fixed  should  not  be  pro> 
ceeded  against  immediately. -but  be  detained  to 
await  the  future  decision  of  the  two  Governments. 
Mr.  Foster  had  not  seen  Sir  GUorge  Prevost.  but 
had  written  to  him  by  express,  and  did  not  doubt 
but  that  he  would  agree  to  an  arrangement  for 
the  temporary  Mspensioa  of  hostilities.  Mr»  Ba- 
ker also  stated,  that  he  had  received  an  authority 
from  Mr.  Foster  to  act  as  Charge  d'Afiaires,  pro- 
vided the  American  Gbvemment  would  receive 
him  in  that  character,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
him  officially  to  communicate  the  declaration 
which  was  to  be  expected  from  the  British  €^v- 
ernment;  his  functions  to  be  understood,  of  cours^ 
as  ceasing  on  the  renewal  of  hostilities.  I  replied 
that,  although  to  so  general  acid  informal  a  com*' 
munication  no  answer  might  be  necessary,  and 
certainly  no  particular  answer  expected,  yet  I  wafs 
authorized  to  say,  that  the  communication  is  re- 
ceived with  sincere  satisfaction,  as  it  is  hoped  that 
the  spirit  in  which  it  was  authorized  by  his  €h)r- 
ernment  may  lead  to  such  further  communica- 
tions as  will  open  the  way,  not  only  for  an  early 
and  satisfactory  termination  of  existing  hostilities, 
but  to  that  entire  adjustment  of  all  the. differences 
which  produced  them,  and  to  that  permanent 
peace  and  solid  friendship  which  ought  to  be  mo- 
tually  desired  by  both  countries,  and  which  is 
sincerely  desired  by  this. 

With  this  desire,  an  authority  was  given  to 
Mr.  Russell  on  the  subject  of  an  armistice,  as  in- 
troductory to  a  final  pacification,  as  has  been 
made  known  to  Mr.  Foster ;  and  the  same  desire 
wiU^be  felt  on  the  receipt  of  the  furiher  and  more 
particular  communications  which  are  shortly  to 
be  expected. 

With  respect  to  the  joint  intimation  fromid r. 
Foster  and  the  British  aathorities  at  Halifax,  «ii 
the  subject  of  suspending  judicial  proceediaga  in 
the  case  of  maritime  captures,  to4>e  aeoompaikied 
by  a  suspension  of  military  operations, .  the  an- 
thority  given  to  Mr.  Russdl,  joat  alluded  to^  and 
of  which  Mr.  Foster  was  the  bearer,  is  Aill  proof 
of  the  solicitude  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  bring  about  a  general  suspension  of  hos- 
tilities x>n  admissible  terms,  with  as  littie  delay  as 
possible.  It  was  aot  to  be  doubted,  therefore,  that 
any  other  practicable  expedient  for  attaining  a 
similar  result  would  readily  be  concurred  in. 
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UpoD  Um  most  (ftTorable  eonsidtration,  liowever. 
woich  could  be  gi?eD  to  the  expedient  suggested 
through  biro,  it  did  not  appear  lo  be  reducible  to 
any  practical  shape  to  which  the  Execuii? e  would 
be  authorised  to  gilre  it  the  necessary  sanction. 
Nor,  indeed,  is  it  probable,  if  it  was  less  liable  to 
iosuperable  dilCcuhies,  that  it  could  haye  any  ma- 
terial eifect  pre? ious  to  the  result  of  the  pacific 
advance  made  by  this  Government,  and  which 
nuist,  if  favorably  received,  become  operative  as 
•ooD  as  any  other  arrangement  that  could  now  be 
made.  It  was  stated  to  Air.  Baker,  that  the  Pres- 
ident did  not,  under  existing  circumstances,  con- 
sider Mr.  Poster  as  vested  with  the  power  of  ap- 
pointiog  a  Charff^  d'Affaires;  but  that  no  diffi- 
coltfj  \n  point  of  form^  would  be  made,  as  any 
aathealic  communication  through  him,  or  any 
other  channel,  would  be  received  with  attention 
and  respect. 

If r.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Barlow. 
Department  of  State,  June  16, 1812. 

Sir:  An  act  declaring  war  against  Great  Brit- 
ain will  probablv  pass  both  Houses  on  this  day  or 
to-morrow.  It  has  already  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and,  from  what  is  known  of  the 
disposition  of  the  Senate,  its  assent  is  expected 
without  delay. 

This  result  has  grown  out  of  the  continued  ag- 
gressions of  that  Power  on  our  commerce.  Prop- 
ositions were  made  in  both  Houses  of  Congress 
to  comprise  France  in  the  same  declaration ;  and 
in  the  Senate  the  vote  was  fifteen  for,  to  seven- 
teen against  it.  In  the  other  House  the  malority 
against  it  was  proporttonablv  greater.  Its  defeat 
in  both  Houses  has  been^  doubtless,  in  a  great 
measure,  owing  to  a  passage  in  your  last  letter, 
which  intimated  the  intention  of  tne  French  Gov- 
ernment to  make  some  proposition  in  favor  of  in- 
demnities, to  be  comprised  in  the  treaty  you  were 
negoUating,  whereby  an  expectation  was  excited 
that  that  interest  would  be  provided  for,  and  satis- 
faction gi^en  on  the  other  grounds  of  complaint 
against  France.  The  sentiment  in  both  Houses, 
as  it  is  with  the  nation  generally,  produced  by  so 
many  acts  of  injustice,  for  which  reparation  has 
not  been  made,  i*  strong  against  France.  The 
arrival  of  the  Wasp,  which  you  promised  to  des- 
patch io  two  or  three  weeks  from  the  date  of 
your  last  letter,  with  the  result  of  your  labors,  and 
which  may  be  now  daily  expected,  was  another 
motive  for  delaying  ulterior  measures  with  respect 
to  h«r»  In  advising  the  war  against  England,  as 
was  distinctly  implied  by  the  late  Message  which 
hroufht  that  subject  under  consideration,  the 
President  stated  to  Congress  his  strong  dissatis- 
faction with  the  conduct  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment on  every  former  ground  of  complaint,  and 
to  which  others  of  a  more  recent  date  have  been 
added,  with  ^he  single  exception  of  the  repeal  of 
the  decrees.  He  promised  also  to  bring  our  af- 
fairs with  that  Power  fully  before  Con^^rcss  as 
soon  as  be  should  receive  the  communications 
which  you  had  promised  to  forward  by  the  Wasp. 
1  communieate  these  facts,  which  are  of  a  chaiv 
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acter  too  marked  to  require  any  comment,  that 
you  may  be  enabled  to  turn  them  to  the  best  ac- 
count io  promottiig  an  amicable  accommodation 
with  the  French  Government  of  every  wrong  re- 
ceived from  it,  which  is  sincerely  desired. 

You  were  informed,  by  my  letter  of  the  6th  of 
May,  of  such  outrages  committed  by  a  squadron 
which  was  reported  to  have  sailed  from  Nantes 
in  January  last,  as  were,  at  that  time,  known 
here.  It  appears  that  several  vessels  sailing  from 
American  ports  to  Lisbon  and  Cadiz,  laden  with 
the  productions  of  the  United  States,  were  seized 
and  burnt  at  sea.  The  crews  of  these  vessels 
were  uken  on  board  one  of  the  French  vesseb, 
and  afterwards  transferred  to  another  of  our  ves- 
sels engaged  in  the  same  trade,  which  was  also 
seized,  in  which  they  inade  their  way  home. 
These  men  forwarded  here  the  evidence  of  these 
acts,  copies  of  which  have  already  been  trans- 
mitted to  you.  I  forward  to  you,  by  this  convey- 
ance, the  evidence  of  other  aggressions,  which 
will  claim,  in  like  manner,  your  particular  atten- 
tion. Most  of  these  documents  have  been  laid  be- 
fore Congress,  and  referred  by  it  to  this  Depart- 
ment. 

You  will  analyze  all  these  cases  of  recent  spo- 
liations, and  place  them  in  the  class  of  aggressions 
to  which  they  severally  belong  on  principle.  In 
demanding  of  Great  Britain  tlie  repeal  of  her  Or^ 
ders  in  Council,  on  the  ground  or  the  repeal- of 
the  French  decrees,  this  Government  has,  from  a 
regard  to  justice,  given  to  France  all  the  credit 
to  which  she  had  any  claim,  believing  that  the 
notification  alone  of  the  French  Minister  of  For- 
eign Affiiirs  to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  at  Paris  of  their  repeal,  was  suffi- 
cient to  justify  the  demand  of  the  repeal  of  the 
Orders  in  Council  of  Great  Britain,  on  her  own 
principles.  But  it  was  never  the  intention  of  this 
Government  to  concede  to  France  anythinp^  on 
that  subject,  to  which  she  was  not  fairly  entitled. 
On  the  contrary,  it  has  been  its  intention,  as  is 
sufficiently  evident  by  your  first  instructions,  to 
exact  from  her  a  most  strict  and  rigorous  compli- 
ance with  her  pledge  in  regard  to  the  repeal.  If 
any  act  in  violation  of  that  pledge  has  been  com- 
mitted, you  will  not  fail  to  point  it  out  in  the 
most  distinct  manner  to  the  French  €k)vemment, 
and  to  codimunicate  to  this  Department,  without 
delay,  any  answer  which  you  may  receive  from 
it.  I  have  to  add,  admitting  that  the  repeal  of 
the  decrees  is  observed  with  perfect  ^ood  faith, 
that  if  the  French  Got ernment  has  given  other 
orders,  or  permits  acts  of  another  character,  which 
violate  our  rights,  the  wrong  will  not  be  less  sen- 
sibly felt  or  less  resented  by  this  Gk>vernment. 

Your  despatches  by  the  Hornet  were  received 
on  the  22d  May.  They  are  the  last  which  have 
come  to  hand.    I  have,  dtc.,       J.  MONROE. 

JoBL  Bablow,  EUq.,  dtc. 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Barlow. 
Department  of  State,  July  14, 1812. 
Sib:  Your  letters  by  the  Wasp  were  received 
on  the  13th  instant.    I  make  thia  aekaowledg* 
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BMDt,  ID  the  hope  that  it  may  reach  Mr.  MortoD 
at  Baltimore,  and  be  conveyed  with  the  letters 
and  docaments  with  which  he  is  already  charged 
for  you. 

The  President  has  seen,  with^reat  sarprise  and 
ooQcem,  that  the  Gorernment  of  France  had 
BMute  no  accomroonation  lo  the  United  States  on 
any  of  the  important  and  just  grounds  of  com- 
plaint to  which  you  had  called  its  attentiooi  ac- 
cording to  your  instructions,  given  at  the  time  of 
your  departure,  and  repeated  in  several  comnru- 
nkatioDs  since.  It  appears  that  the 'same  0]>pres- 
tire  restraints  on  our  commerce  were  still  in 
force ;  that  the  system  of  license  was  persevered 
in  i  that  indemnity  had  not  b^en  made  for  spoli- 
ations, nor  any  pledge  given  to  inspire  confidence 
that  any  would  be  made.  More  recent  wrongs, 
on  the  contrary,  and  of  a  very  oatrageous  char- 
acter, have  been  added  to  those  with  which  you 
were  acquainted  when  you  left  the  United  States. 
By  documents  forwarded  to  you  in  my  letter  of 
21st  March,  you  were  informed  of  the  waste  of 
our  commerce,  made  by  a  squadron  from  Nantes 
in  January  last,  which  burnt  many  of  our  vessels 
trading  to  the  Peninsula.  For  these  you  were 
alto  ittttructed  to  demand  redress. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Government  of  France,  re- 
garding with  a  prudent  foresight  the  probable 
oo^r^e  of  events,  will  have  some  sensibilitjr  to  its 
interest,  if  it  has  none  to  the  claims  of  justice,  on 
the  part  of  this  country. 

On  the  French  decree  of  the  28th  of  April,  1811, 
I  shall  forbear  to  make  many  observations  which 
have  already  occurred,  until  all  the  circumstances 
connected  wi(|i  it  are  better  understood*  The 
President  approves  your  efibrt  to  obtain  a  copy  of 
that  decree,  as  he  does  the  communication  of  it 
afterwards  to  Mr.  Russell. 

I  have  the  honor,' 4^., 

JAMES  MONROE. 
JoKL  Barlow,  Esq.,  d^e. 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 


[Communicated  te  Ck>ngres8t  Januaiy  7, 1814.] 
To  the  Senate  mnd  Htmu  of 

Rtpreuntativei  of  the  United  Statet  .- 
I  transmit  for  the  information  of  Congress 
copies  of  a  letter  from  the  British  Seereury  of 
Sute  for  Foreign  Affairs  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  with  the  answer  of  the  latter. 
.  In  appreciating  the  accepted  proposal  of  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain  for  Instituting  ne- 

fotiations  for  peace,  Congress  will  not  fail  to 
eep  in  mind  that  vigorous  preparations  for  carry- 
ing on  the  war  can  in  no  respect  impede  the  pro- 
gress to  a  favorable  result;  whilst  a  relaxation  of 
such  preparations,  should  the  wishes  of  the  United 
States  for  a  speedy  restoration  of  the  blessings  of 
peace  be  disappointed,  would  necessarily  nave 
the  most  injurious  consequences. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
JAiniAnY  6, 1814. 


Lofd  Gartlivsagh  le  the  Seewtasj^of  Stiite. 
FoRBioN  Oppiob,  2Voaem6er  4, 1813. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you,  fef 
the  information  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  copy  of  a  note  which  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's Ambassador  at  the  Court  of  St.  Petersboig 
was  directed  to  present  to  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment, as  soon  as  His  Royal  Highness,  the  Prinee 
Regent,  was  informed  that  Plenipotentiariea  bad 
been  nominated  on  the  pert  6f  the  Amertean 
Government  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  for 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  under  the  mediation  «€ 
Ilis  Imperial  Majesty. 

His  Lordship  having,  by  the  last  oeurier  Amn 
the  imperial  headquarters,  acquainted  me  that 
the  American  Commissioners  now  at  8l  Pettf»> 
burg  have  intimated,  in  rep^  to  this  overttife, 
that  they  had  no  objection  to  a  negotiation  at 
London,  and  were  equally  desirous,  as  CheBriliali 
Government  had  declared  itself  to  be,  that  this 
business  should  not  be  mixed  with  the  afEairs  of 
the  continent  of  Europe,  but  that  their  powera 
were  limited  to  negotiate  under  the  mediation  of 
Russia: 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  in  order  to 
avoid  an  unnecessary  continuance  of  the  catami- 
ties  of  war,  the  Prince  Regent  commands  me  to 
transmit,  by  a  flag  of  truce,  to  the  American  port 
nearest  to  the  Seat  of  Government,  the  ofloetal 
note  above  mentioned,  in  order  that  the  President, 
if  he. should  feel  disposed  to  enter  upon  a  direct 
negotiation  for  the  restoration  of  peace  between 
the  two  States,  may  give  his  directions  accord- 
ingly. 

In  making  this  communication,  I  can  aasnre 
you  that  the  British  Government  is  willing  to 
enter  into  discussion  with  the  Government  of 
America  for  the  conciliatory  adjustment'  of  the 
differences  subsisting  between  the  two  Statea, 
with  an  earnest  desire  on  their  part  to  bring  them 
to  a  favorable  issue,  tipon  principles  of  perfect 
reciprocity,  not  inconsistent  with  the  established 
maxims  of  public  law,  and  with  the  maritime 
riffhts  of  the  British  empire. 

The  Admiral  commanding  the  British  sqoadroa 
on  the  American  station  will  be  directed  to  gire 
the  necessary  protection  to  any  persons  proceed* 
ittg  to  Europe,  on  the  part  of  the  Gbvernment  of 
the  United  States,  in  furtherance  of  this  overture; 
or.  should  the  American  Cbvernment  have  occa- 
sibn  to  forward  orders  to  their  Commissioners  at 
St.  Petersburg,,  to  give  the  requisite  facilities,  by 
cartel  or  otherwise,  to  the  transmission  of  the 
same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  con- 
sideration, sir,  your  roost  obedient  humble  servant. 
CASTLEREAGH. 
The  AHEaicAN  Secbvtart  of  State,  dbc. 


Lord  Cathcait  to  the  Count  De  Neaselrode. 

ToPLiTZ,  SepUmber  1, 1813. 
The  undersigned,  Ambassador  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty  to  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  de- 
siring to  avail  himself  of  the  first  occasion  to  re- 
new the  subject  respeetiog  Amefica,  wluek  < 
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brouf  he  into  discussion  Id  a  conferencB  at  the 
moment  of  his  departure  from  Reichenbacb,  has 
the  honor  to  address  this  note  to  his  Excellency 
4he  Count  de  Nesselrode. 

Although  the  Prince  Recent,  for  reasons  which 
to?e  been  already  made  known,  has  not  found 
himself  in  a  situation  to  accept  the  mediation  of 
His  Imperial  Migesty,  for  terminating  the  dis- 
aeosions  with  the  United  States  of  America,  His 
Royal  Highness  desires,  nevertheless,  to  give 
effect  to  the  beneficent  wishes  which  His  Imperial 
llajesty  has  expressed  of  seeing  the  war  between 
Great  Britain  and  America  soon  terminated,  to 
tke  mvtoal  satisfaction  of  the  two  QoTi*rnment«. 

With  this  view,  His  Royal  Highness,  having 
learned  that  the  Envoys  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
Uoiifid  States  for  a^otiating  a  peace  with  Great 
Britain,  under  the  mediation  of  His  Imperial 
Majesty,  have  arrived  in  Russia,  notwithstanding 
diat  he  finds  himself  under  the  necessity  of  not 
accepting  the  interposition  of  any  friendly  Power 
in  the  question  which  forms  the  principal  object 
in  dispute  between  the  two  States,  he  is  never- 
theless ready  to  nominate  PlenipNDtentiaries  to 
treat  directly  with  the  American  Plenipoten- 
tiartes. 

His  Royal  Highness  sincereljr  wishes  that  the 
aoftfeftoces  of  tl^se  Plenipotentiaries  may  result 
ia  re-establishing  between  the  two  nations  the 
Uetaiiig  and  the  reciprocal  advantages  of  peace. 

If,  through  the  good  offices  of  "His  Imperial 
llajeaty,  this  proposition  should  be  accepted,  the 
Prince  Regent  would  prefer  that  the  conferences 
shovld  be  held  at  London,  on  account  of  the 
facilities  which  it  would  eive  to  the  discussions. 

Bat  if  this  choice  should  meet  with  insupera- 
ble ohctacles,  His  Royal  Highness  would  consent 
to  sabstitQte  Gk>ttenbur|^,  as  the  place  nearest  to 
Eagknd.    The  undersigned,  &c 

CATHCART. 


8ecretajy  of  State  to  Lord  Castlereagh. 

Dbpartment  or  State, 

January  5, 1814. 

My  Lord:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive,  bv 
a  i%f  of  truce,  your  Lordship's  letter  of  the  4tn 
of  liovember  last,  and  a  copy  of  a  note  which 
Bis  Britannic  Majesty's  Ambassador  at  the  Court 
of  St.  Petersburg  presented  to  the  Russian  Gov- 
erameiit  on  the  1st  of  September  preceding. 

By  this  communication  it  appears  that  his 
Royal  Highness,  the  Prince  Regent,  rejected  the 
mediation  offered  by  His  Imperial  Majesty  to 
promote  j;>eace  between  the  United  States  and 
GrMt  Britain,  but  proposed  to  treat  directly  with 
the  United  Sutes  at  Gotten  burg,  or  London,  and 
that  he  bad  requested  the  interposition  of  the  good 
offices  of  the  Emperor  in  favor  of  such  an  ar- 
ranffemenC. 

Having  laid  vour  Lordship's  communication 
before  the  President,  I  am  instructed  to  state,  for 
the  information  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  that  the  President  has  seen  with  regret 
the  new  obstacle  to  the  commencement  of  a  ne- 
gotiatioo  for  the  accommodation  of  difierences 


between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 
As  the  Emperor  of  Russia  was  distinguished  for 
his  rectitude  and  impartiality,  and  was  moreover 
engaged  in  a  war  as  an  ally  or  Eogland,  whereby 
it  was  his  interest  to  promote  peace  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  the  President 
could  not  doubt  that  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  Regent  would  accept  the  mediation  which 
His  Imperial  Majesty  had  offered  to  th^m.  It 
was  thecoofidence  with  which  the  high  character 
of  the  Emperor  inspired  the  President  that  in- 
clined him,  disregarding  considerations  which  a 
more  cautious  policy  might  have  suggested,  to 
accept  the  overture  with  promptitude,  and  to  send 
Ministers  to  St.  Petersburg  to  take  advantge  of 
it.  It  would  have  been  very  satisfactory  to  the 
President  if  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Re- 
gent had  found  it  corapadole  with  the  views  of 
Great  Britain  to  adopt  a  similar  measure,  as  much 
delay  might  have  been  avoided  In  aacompttshiog 
an  object  which  it  is  admitled  is  of  high  impart- 
ance  to  both  nations. 

The  course  M^posed  as  a  substitute  for  nego- 
tiations at  St.  Petersburg,  under  the  auspicea  of 
the  Emperor  of  Russia,  could  not,  I  must  remade 
40  your  Lordship,  have  oeen  required  for  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  the  United  States  unconpected, 
against  Great  Britain,  with  any  afi*airs  of  the 
Continent.  There  was  nothing  m  the  proposed 
mediation  teadine  to  such  a  result.  The  terma 
of  the  overture  indicated  the  contrary.  In  offer- 
ing to  bring  the  parties  together,  not  as  an  umpire, 
but  as  a  common  friend,  to  discuss  and  settle  their 
diff*erenees  and  respective  claims,  in  a  manner 
satisfactory  to  themselves.  His  Imperial  Majesty 
showed  the  interest  which  he  took  in  the  welfare 
of  both  parties. 

Wherever  the  United  States  may  treat,  they 
will  treat  with  the  sincere  desire  they  have  re- 
peatedly manifested  of  terminating  the  present 
contest  with  Great  Britain,  on  conditions  of  recipe 
rocity  consistent  with  the  righu  of  both  partiea 
as  sovereign  and  independent  nations,  and  calcu- 
lated not  only  to  establish  present  harmony,  but 
to  provide^  as  far  as  possible,  against  future  col- 
lisions which  might  interrupt  it. 

Before  giving  an'  answer  to  the  proposition  com* 
municated  by  your  Lordship  to  treat  vfith  the 
United  States  independently  of  the  Russian  me- 
diation, it  would  have  been  agreeable  to  the  Presi- 
deat  to  have  heard  from  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
the  United  Sutes  sent  to  St.  Petersburg.  The 
ofi*er  of  a  mediation  by  one  Power,  and  the  accept- 
ance of  it  by  another,  form  a  relation  between 
them,  the  delicacy  of  which  cannot  but  be  felt. 
From  the  known  characteri  however,  of  the  Em*, 
peror,  and  the  benevolent  views  with  which  hia 
mediation  was  offered,  the  President  cannot  doubt 
that  he  will  see  with  satisfaction  a  concurrence 
of  the  United  States  in  an  alternative,  which, 
under  existing  circumstances,  affords  the  best 
prospect  of  attaining  speedily  what  was  the  ob- 
ject of  his  interposition.  I  am  accordingly  in- 
structed to  make  known  to  your  Lordship,  for  the 
information  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  that  the  President  accedes  to  his  proposi- 
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tioD,  and  will  lake  the  measores  dependiog  od 
him  for  carryiDgit  into  effect  at  Qotteoburg,  with 
•9  little  delay  as  possible ;  it  being  presumed  that 
His  Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden,  as  the  friend 
of  both  parties*,  will  readily  acquiesce  in  the  choice 
of  a  place  for  their  pacific  negotiations,  within  his 
dommions. 

The.Presldent  is  duly  sensible  of  the  attention 
of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  in  giv- 
ing tbe  orders  to  the  Admiral  commanding  the 
British  squadron  on  this  coast,  which  your  Lord- 
ship has  communicated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4^. 

JAMBS  MONROE. 


MEDIATION  OF  RUSSIA. 

[Commoniealed  to  the  House,  Januaiy  18, 1814.] 

7b  tkt  Houu  of  RqtreseiUaUve* 

of  the  United  StaUtHf 
1  transmit  to  the  House  of  Repretentatives  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  complying  with 
their  resolution  of  the  13Lh  instant. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 
Januart,  18, 1814. 

Department  or  State,  Jan.  18, 1814. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  I3ih  instant,  requesting  the  President  to  lay 
before  the  House  such  documents  relative  to  the 
Russian  mediation  as,  in  his  opinion,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  communicate,  has  the  honor  to 
transmit  to  the  President  for  the  information  of 
the  House,  the  following  letters  in  relation  td  that 
iiibjeot,  viz : 

A  letter  in  French  (with  the  translation)  from 
M.  Dascbkofi*,  Bnvoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  His  Majesty  the'  Bmperor  of 
Russia,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  8th  March, 
1813,  with  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  11th  of  March. 

An  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  Mr.  Adams,  Minister  of  the  United  States 
at  Su  Petersburg,  of  the  1st  of  July  1812,  and 
four  letters  and  extracts  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  bearing  date  respectively  on 
the  30th  September,  17th  October,  and  11th  I>e- 
cember,  1812,  and  on  the  26ch  June,  1613. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROB. 


Mr.  de  Daschkofi;  Bnvoy  Eztraordintry  and  Minister 
Planipotontisry  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror of  all  the  Rnssias,  to  the  Secretaiy  of  State 
of  the  United  States. 

WASHiNaTON,  Feb.  24,  (March  8,)  1813. 
The  undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Majesty  the  Em- 

tBTor  of  all  the  Russias,  has  the  honor  to  make 
nown  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  that  he  has  just  received 
orders  from  the  Emperor  his  master,  to  make  the 


following  overture  to  his  Excellency  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States: 

The  peace  of  Russia  with  England  seemed  to 
present  this  immense  advantage  to  thecommeree 
of  nearly  all  seafaring  people,  that  it  freed  their 
relations  from  that  constraint,  from  that  continual 
vexation,  to  which  it  bad  been  subjected  for  many 
years  without  intermission.  The  Bmperor  viewed 
with  pleasure  a  result  so  conformable  to  all  his 
wishes,  and  which  appeared  as  not  being  at  all 
doubtful.  It  became  so,  however,  by  the  war  be- 
tween England  and  America. 

The  undersigned  is  directed  to  express  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  the  regret  with 
which  His  Imperial  Majesty  foresees  the  great 
shackles  which  this  new  episode  is  about  to  o]^ 
pose  to  the  commercial  prosperity  of  nations. 
The  love  of  humanity,  and  what  be  owes  to  his 
subjects,  whose  commerce  has  already  sufficiently 
suffered,  command  him  to  do  everjrthing  in  his 
power  to  remove  the  evils  which  this  war  is  pre- 
paring even  for  those  nations  who  will  not  lake 
part  in  it. 

His  Majesty,  who  takes  pleasure  in  doing  jva- 
tice  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  is  convinced  thai  it  haa 
done  all  that  it  could  to  prevent  this  rupture,  but 
that  treating  of  it  directly  would  take  away  trom 
the  negotiation  all  semblance  of  impartiality,  hi 
a  direct  discussion,  everything  would  tend  to  ex- 
cite the  prejudices  and  the  asperity  of  the  parties. 
To  obviate  this  inconvenience,  His  Majestf  the 
Emperor,  gratified  at  beinff  able  to  give  a  proof 
of  his  friendship  alike  for  His  Majesty  the  King 
of  Great  Britam  and  the  United  States  of  Ameriea, 
wished  to  offer  to  them  bis  mediation,  and  charged 
the  undersigned  to  propose  it  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

The  undersigned,  bavins  the  honor  to  comma*^ 
nicate  to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  sentiments 
and  the  wishes  of  His  Imperial  Majesty^  he  begs 
him  to  make  them  known  to  the  President  of  th^ 
United  States.  The  Emperor  would  feel  great 
satisfaction  if  a  like  disposition  on  the  pan  of  the 
Qovernment  of  the  United  States  should  have  Ibe 
effect  of  stopping  the  progress  of  this  new  war, 
and  of  extinguishing  it  in  its  origin.  From  the 
satisfactory  assurances  which  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has  constantly  given  to  the  under- 
signed of  the  sentiments  of  regard  and  friendship 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  of  His  Ex- 
cellency  for  Russia,  and  particularly  for  the  aa- 
gust  person  of  His  Majesty,  he  cannot  but  flatter 
himself  that  he  will  receive  an  answer  which  shall 
correspond  with  the  generous  wishes  of  the  Em- 
peror his  master. 

The  undersigned  cannot  refrain  from  express- 
ing on  this  occasion  to  the  Secretary  of  State  his 
individual  wishes  for  whatever  may  have  a  ten- 
denc]^  to  re-establish  active  relations  between 
Russia  and  the  United  States,  and  to  advance  the 
prosperity  of  the  public. 

He  seizes  with  eagerness  this  occasion  to  re- 
new to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  assurance  of 
his  highest  consideration  and  respect. 

ANDRE  DR  DA5CHK0PP. 
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The  8«cntax7  of  SUta  to  Mr.  DftseUuilt 
Department  of  State,  March  11, 1813. 

Sir:  I  hare  had  the  hooor  to  reeeive  voor  note 
of  the  8th  instant,  making  known  to  the  Presi- 
deiA  of  the  United  States  the  disposition  of  His 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Russia  to  promote  peace, 
by  his  friendly  mediation  between  the  United 
States  and  Qreat  Britain. 

I  am  instracted  by  the  President  to  assure  you, 
that  he  sees  in  this  overture,  on  the  part  of  your 
Sorereigo,  strong  proofs  of  that  humane  and  en- 
lightened policy  which  have  characterized  his 
reign.  It  was  impossible  that  a  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Qreat  Britain  should  not  ma- 
terially affect  the  commerce  of  Russia,  and  it  was 
irorthy  the  high  character  of  a  Prince,  distin- 
gaished  b^  bis  attachment  to  the  interests  of  his 
people,  to  interpose  his  ^ood  offices  for  the  resto* 
ration  of  peace.  The  President  sees,  at  the  same 
time,  in  this  overture,  and  in  the  circumstances 
•tteodinf  it,  a  strong  proof  of  the  friendly  inter- 
est which  His  Imperial  Majesty  takes  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  United  States.  The  United  States, 
conscious  tbat  they  were  not  the  aggressors  in 
this  contest ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  had  borne 
great  wrongs  for  a  series  of  years  before  they  ap- 
pealed to  arms  in  defence  of  their  rights,  are 
willing  and  ready  to  lay  them  down  as  soon  as 
Great  Britain  ceases  to  violate  those  rights. 

The  President  is  aware  that  many  of  the  incon- 
Teniences  resulting  from  a  direct  communication 
between  the  parties  themselves  may  be  avoided 
by  the  mediation  of  a  third  Power,  especiallv  one 
entitled  to  and  possessins  the  entire  confiaence 
of  both  the  belli]g;erents.  To  the  claim  of  Russia 
to  that  distinguished  consideration  the  President 
does  not  hesitate  to  express,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  his  full  acknowledgment.  He  r^e- 
eoilects  with  much  satisfaction  that,  during  a 
period  of  great  and  general  contention,  the  rela- 
tions of  friendship  have  always  subsisted  between 
the  United  States  and  Russia ;  and  he  finds  in 
the  personal  qualities  and  high  character  of  the 
Emperor  Alexander  a  sacred  pledge  for  the  jus- 
tice and  impartiality  which  may  be  expected  from 
htt  interposition. 

Infioenced  by  these  sentiments,  the  President 
iastracts  me  to  inform  yon  tbat  he  willingly  ac- 
cepts the  mediation  of  your  Sovereign  to  promote 
peace  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain. I  am  instructed  also  to  state,  that  such  ar- 
rangements will  be  made,  without  delay,  as  will 
liCird  to  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  opportunity 
he  has  invited,  to  interpose  his  good  offices  for  the 
accomplishment  of  so  important  an  event.  Of 
these  arrangements  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  ad* 
Y'lse  you  in  an  early  communication. 

I  have,  dbc.  JAMES  MONROE. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of  State  to  John 
Qoinor  Adams,  Esq.,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  at  St.  Petersburg. 

Department  of  State,  Jvly  1, 1812. 
Sib:  On  the  18th  nlunno  a  declaration  of  war 

agaiost  Qrent  Britain  passed  Congren ;  of  which, 


of  the  President's  Message,  and  report  of  th» 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  leading  to  it,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  you  copies. 

You  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  causes 
which  produced  this  result  to  require  any  ezpla* 
nation  of  them.  As  it  appeared  tbat  Great  Britr 
ain  would  not  revoke  her  Orders  in  Council  on 
the  just  grounds  on  which  it  was  claimed,  but 
enlarged  the  conditions  on  which  she  professed 
her  willinsnets  to  revoke  them,  there  remained 
no  honorable  course  for  the  United  States  to  pur- 
sue short  of  war.  On  full  consideration  of  all 
circumstances  this  measure  was  adopted,  and  the 
Government  isresolved  to  pursue  it  till  its  object* 
arer  accomplished  with  the  utmost  decision  and 
activity  in  its  Power. 

In  resorting  to  war  against  Great  Britain,  aa 
the  United  States  have  done,  by  inevitable  neces- 
sity, it  is  their  desire  and  hope  that  it  may  be  con* 
fined  to  her  onlv* 

It  is  seen  with  much  t9gx9%  that  the  Emperor 
of  Russia  is  likely  to  be  reduced  to  the  necessity 
of  becoming  a  party  to  the  war  in  Europe,  if  he 
has  not  already  become  so.  Should  that  event 
take  place,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  war  be- 
tween the  U  nited  States  and  Great  Britain  should 
affect,  in  the  slighteat  degree,  the  very  friendly 
relations  whjch  now  exist  between  the  United 
States  and  Russia.  It  is  the  sincere  desire  of 
this  Government  to  preserve,  in  their  utmost  ex- 
tent, those  relations  with  that  Power. 

With  France  our  affairs  in  many  iniportant 
circumstances  are  still  unsettled;  nor  is  there 
any  certainty  that  a  satisfactory  settlement  of 
them  Will  be  obtained.  Should  it,  however,  be 
the  case,  it  is  not  probable  that  it  will  nroduce 
any^  closer  connexion  between  the  Unitea  States 
and  that  Power.  It  is  not  anticipated  that  anf 
event  whatever  will  have  that  effect. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretaiy 
of  State. 

St.  Pstebsburg,  Sept,  30, 1813. 
On  the  20th  instant  I  received  a  note  from  the 
Chancellor  requesting  me  to  call  upon  him  the 
next  evening,  which!  accordingly  did;  he  told 
me  that  he  had  asked  to  see  me  by  the  Emperor's 
command ;  that,  having  made  peace  and  estab- 
lished the  relations  of  amity  and  commerce  with 
Great  Britain,  the  Emperor  was  much  cbncerned 
and  disappointed  to  find  the  whole  benefit  which 
he  expected  his  subjects  would  derive  commer- 
cially from  that  event  defeated  and  lost  by  the 
new  war  which  had  arisen  between  the  United 
States  and  England ;  that  he  had  thought  he  per- 
ceived various  indications  that  there  was  on  both, 
sides  a  reluctance  at  engaging  in  and  prosecuting 
this  war,  and  it  had  occurred  to  the  Emperor  that 
perhaos  an  amicable  arrangement  of  the  differ- 
ences between  the  parties  might  be  accommodated 
more  easily  and  speedily  by  indirect  than  by  a 
direct  negotiation ;  that  His  Majesty  had  directed 
him  to  see  me,  and  to  inquire  if  I  was  aware  of 
any  dilQIcalty  or  obstacle  on  the  part  of  the  Gov*. 
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«nimettt  of  the  U«ited  States,  if  he  shtmld  offer 
hi*  modiatioo  for  the  pin-pose  of  effectin;  a  paei- 
fleatloD.  I  answered  that  it  was  obviously  im* 
possible  for  me  to  speak  on  this  snbjeet  aar  other- 
Wist  than  from  the  general  knowledge  which  I 
had  of  the  sentiments  of  my  Goyemment ;  that  I 
wilt  so  far  from  knowing  what  their  ideas  were 
With  regard  to  the  coatlnnaneeof  the  war,  that  I 
had  not  to  that  day  received  any  official  cotrnnu- 
nicatioo  of  its  declaiation ;  but  that  I  well  knew 
it  was  with  reluctance  they  had  engaged  in  the 
war ;  that  I  was  rery  sore,  whaterer  determine* 
tion  they  might  form  upon  the  proposal  of  the 
BmperOr's  medtation,  they^  would  receive  and 
consider  it  as  a  new  evidence  of^His  Majesty's 
Rgard  and  friendship  for  the  United  States,  and 
that  I  was  not  aware  of  any  obstacle  or  difficulty 
which  could  occasion  them  to  decline  accepting  it. 
I  knew  the  war  would  afflict  unfaYocably  the 
ixrterest  of  Russia.    I  knew  it  must  be  highly  in- 

1*nrious  both  to  the  United  States  and  Bagland^ 
could  see  no  good  result  a*  Ukeiv  to  arise  from 
il  to  any  one.  The  Count  replied  that  he  had  cod- 
iidered  it  altogeiher  in  the  same  light,  and  so  had 
the  Bmperor,  Who  was  sincerely  concerned  at  it, 
and  who  had  himself  conceived  this  idea  of  co- 
thoriainj;  his  mediation;  He  thought  an  indirect 
ne^oiiation  conducted  here,  aided  by  the  con- 
etliatory  wishes  of  a  friend  to  both  parties,  might 
•mooth  down  difficultiee  wiiioh,  in  direct  discus* 
sion  between  the  priodpals,  might  be  found  in- 
superable. To  a  mutual  friend  each  party  might 
exnibitall  its  olaimsjand  M  its  complaints,  with- 
out danger  of  exciting  irritations  or  raising  impedi- 
ments.  The  part  of  Russia  would  only  be  to 
bear  both  sides,  and  to  use  her  beet  eiideavfors  to 
oottciliaf^  them.  I  observed^  that  there  was  a 
tfaii^  patty  to  be  consulted  as  to  the  propcMaii^the 
British  Government.  The  Count  answered,  that 
it  had  already  been  suggested  by  bin  to  die  Brit- 
ish Ambassador,  Lord  Calhcart,  who  had  the  day 
before  despatched  it  by  a  messenger  to  his  Court. 
Some  question  occurred'  concerning  the  mode  of 
enablinff  me  to  transmit  this  communicatiQu  to 
the  United  States,  upon  which  the  Count  prom- 
ised to  see  me  again  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 
Be  said  that  he  should  write  to  Mr.  Daschkoff, 
and  instruct  him  td  make  the  proposition  to  the 
Oovemment  of  the  United  States. 


Mv.  AdoM  to  the  Seoretaiy  of  State. 

St.  PirrBRSBORo.  (ka.  17, 181^. 

Sm:  I  received  a  few  days  smcea  letter  from 
Mr.  Russell,  dated  at  London,  the  9th  of  Septem- 
ner.  and  informing  me  that  his  mission  there  had 
elosedj  that  he  had  received  hh  passports,  and 
t^t  in  three  days  from  that  time  he  should  leave 
the  city  to  embark  at  Plymouth  for  the  United 
States.  He  adds  Hmt  the  British  Government 
had  rented  a  proposition  which  he  had  been 
authorized  to  make  for  a  suspension  of  hostilities. 

,The  evening  before  laet  Ihad  another  interview 
Wfth  the  Chancellor,  Coaat  Romanzoff,at  his^re- 
^eet  There  bad  been  rumors  in  circulation  here 
of  aar  armistice  in  Canada,  and  of  the  appoint" 


ment  of  Commissionem  by  the  Preetdeat  for  a 
new  negotiation  with  Great  Britain.  The  Count 
asked  me  if  I  had  any  authentic  information  of 
these  circumstances.  I  said  I  bad  not ;  that  my 
information  was  altogether  of  a  different  aspect  $ 
and  I  told  him  the  substance  of  Mr.  Russell's  com- 
munication. He  then  observed  that  this  incident 
would  not  discourage  this  Government  from  makp 
iog  an  offer  of  its  mediation,  which  he  ha()  sug- 
gested to  me  in  a  former  conference.  On  the 
contrary,  the  failure  of  every  new  atte'mpt  at  di* 
rect  negotiation  confirmed  him  in  the  belief  and 
hope  that  a  mediation  might  be  more  suocessful; 
a  mediation  of  a  common  friend,  not  only  desirotia 
from  the  sentiment  of  friendship  to  see  the  parties 
reconciled  to  each  other,  but  bavins  also  a  strong 
interest  of  his  own  in  their  reconciliatioa. 

The  Count  said  he  had  his  despatches  for  Mr. 
Daschkoff  ready,  instructing  him  to  make  the 
proposition  in  form  to  the  American  Gk>vernment; 
and  he  asked  me  whether  I  could  indicate  to  him 
a  mode  of  transmitting  them  directly  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.  In  our  former  conversation  (reported 
in  my  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo)  I  had  offered  to 
despatch  one  of  the  American  vessels  now  at 
Cronstadt,  if  the  British  Ambassador  would  fbr- 
nish  her  a  passport,  or  any  document  that  wonld 
protect  her  from  capture  by  British  armed  vessiAsu 
The  Count  said  the  bad  made  the  proposid  to  tbA 
Ambassador,  who  had  expressed  his  readiness  to 
give  the  document,  provided  the  vessel  and  mes- 
senger should  ffo  by  the  way  of  England ;  a  con- 
dition which  the  Cfount  said  he  had  told  the  Am- 
bassador he  could  not  ask  me  to  agree  to^  and 
with  which  I  did  not  think  it,  in  l^ct,  suiuble  to 
comply.  There  are,  however,  two  American  jgen- 
tlemen  hereon  the  point  of  departure  for  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  by  them  I  shall  transmit  this  des- 
patch and  its  duplicate,  together  with  those  of  the 
Chancellor,  to  Mr.  Daschkoff. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  dtc. 

JOHN  aUINCT  ADAMS. 

Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

St.  Pbtersbuhg,  Dec.  11, 1S12. 

Sia :  On  the  4th  instant  I  received  the  dupli- 
cate of  your  favor  of  Ist  July  last,  announcing 
the  declaration  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  of  war  ajgrainst  Great  Britain,  and  enclos- 
ing printed  copies  of  the  President's  Proclamation 
founded  upon  it,  of  his  previous  Message  recom  - 
mending  it,  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  proposing  it,  and  of  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer  of  the  20th  June.  The  origi- 
nal of  your  letter,  with  these  documents,  not 
having  yet  come  to  hand,  these  gave  me  the  first 
official  communication  of  the  war. 

I  had.  on  the  7th  instant,'an  interview  with  the 
Chancellor,  Count  Romanzoff,  in  which  I  com- 
municated to  him  the  substance  of  that  part  of 
your  despatch  which  related  to  Russia,  and  those 
which  concern  the  state  of  our  relations  wfth 
France.  ,  In  the  present  state  of  the  war  between 
this  coutftry  and  Prance,  I  was  convinced  tkat 
the  view  of  the  Ameriooi  GoFeramefei^  ia 
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tlow  with  regard  to  that  Powertsoaxplioitly  aad 
90  stroi^ly  manifested  ia  yoor  letter,  wonld  not 
cmly  be  gratifying  to  the  Chancellor,  but  that  it 
would  be  satisfactory  to  the  Bmperor^aDd  would 
powerfully  counteract  any  impressions  unfavor- 
able to  the  United  States,  which  the  Bnglish  in* 
lerest  here  is  endeaForing  to  excite.  I  therefore 
told  the  Count,  that,  although  I  had  not  been  io- 
stHMted  to  make  to  him  any  official  communica- 
tioo  of  the  declaration  of  war,  the  disnositions  of 
the  American  Qovernment  towards  other  Powers, 
and  particularly  towards  Russia,  on  this  occasion, 
had  been  distinctly  suggested  to  me,  in  a  manner 
which  1  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  known  to  him ; 
that  the  United  States,  compelled  by  unavoidable 
necessity  to  vindicate  their  violated  riffhts  against 
Great  Britain  bv  war,  were  desirous  that  it  might 
be  confined  exclusively  to  them  and  their  enemy, 
and  that  no  other  Power mightbe  involved  in  it ; 
that  it  was  particularly  and  earnestly  their  wish 
to  preserve  and  ^maintain,  in  their  fullest  extent, 
their  commercial  and  friendly  relations  with 
Ruam;  thai  the  war  in  which  the  Emperor  is 
BOW  engaged  against  France,  although  it  could 
not  be  known  by  the  President  to  have  been  ac- 
tuJly  commenced  at  the  time  when  your  des* 
pateh  was  wiitten^  was,  however,  contemplated 
aa  aaore  than  probable,  and  the  necessity  which 
obG^  the  Emperor  to  take  a  part  in  it  was  men- 
timed  to  me  as  a  oatuse  of  regret  to  the  Amer* 
ieaa  Qovernmeut;  but  it  was  hoped  it  would  not, 
ia  the  slightest  degree,  affect  the  friendly  dispo- 
sitioBs  between  Russia  and  the  United  States ; 
thatl  was  informed  by  you  that  the  piincipal 
sabjeeiB  of  discussioa  which  had  Iob^  been  sub- 
siat^g  between  us  and  France  remained  unset* 
tied ;  that  there  was  no  immediate  prospect  that 
there  would  be  a  satisfactory  settlement  of  them ; 
bat  that,  whatever  the  eveat  in  this  respect  might 
be,  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Qovernment 
of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  any  more  inti- 
BMLte  eo&Diexioins  with  Franoe«  This  disposition, 
I  added|  was  expressed  in  terms  as  strong  and 
clear  as  I  thought  language  could  afford.  It  was 
eveo  observed  that  the  Qovernment  of  the  United 
Statee  did  not  anticipate  any  event  whatever  that 
could  produce  that,  efiectj  and  I  was  the  more 
happy  to  find  myself  authorized  by  my  Qo vera- 
meat  to  avow  this  intention,  as  different  repre- 
KBUtions  of  their  views  had  been  widely  circu- 
lated as  well  in  Europe  as  in  America. 

The  Count  received  this  communication  with 
assivaBces  of  his  own  hi^h  satisfaction  at  its 
purport,  and  of  his  persuasion  that  it  would  prove 
eq^oally  satisfactory  to  the  Emperor,  before  whom 
he  should  lay  it  without  deiav.  He  said  that, 
with  rej^rd  to  the  friendly  and  commercial  rela- 
tioos  with  the  United  States,  it  was  the  Emperor's 
fixed  determination  te  maintain  them,  so  far  as 
depended  upon  him,  in  their  fullest  extent.  He 
aaKed  me  if  I  had  any  objection  to  his  communi- 
cating to  the  British  Qovernment  itself  that  part 
of  my  information  to  him  which  related  to  France. 
I  saia  that,  on  the  contrary,  as  the  British  Qov- 
ernment had,  in  the  course  of  oar  diseasaions  with 
1,  frequently  iatimatei  the  belief  that  the 


AmerlcaA  Qovernment  was  partial  to  Franoi^ 
and  even  actuated  by  French  influence,  I  s^upposed. 
that  the  knowledge  of  this  frank  and  ez[di^: 
statement}  with  a  due  consideration  of  the  time 
and  occasion  upon  which  it  was  made^  must  have 
a  tendency  to  remove  the  prejudice  of  the  Britiah 
Cabinet,  and,  I  would  hope,  produce  on  their  part, 
a  disposition  more  inclining  to  conciliation. 

Yesterday  the  Count  sent  a  note  requesting  me 
to  call  upon  him  again,  which  I  accordingly  did. 
He  showed  me  the  draught  of  a  despatch  to  the 
Count  Lieven,  the  Russian  Ambassador  in  Bag- 
land,  which  he  had  prepared  to  lay  ^ore  the 
Emperor  for  his  approbation,  and  which  related 
the  substance  of  my  coaversation  with  him,  par* 
ticularly  in  regard  to  the  intentions  of  the  Ameri* 
can  Qovernment  with  reference  to  France;  in- 
structing Count  Lieven  to  make  it  known  to  Lord 
Castlereaffh,  and  to  use  it  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
vincing the  British  Qovernment  of  the  error  in 
suspecting  that  of  the  United  States  of  any  sub- 
serviency to  France,  in  the  expectation  that  it- 
would  promote  in  the  British  Ministry  the  dispo* 
sition  to  peace  with  the  United  States,  which  he 
(Count  Lieven^  knew  His  Imperial  Majesty  had 
much  at  heart,  oelieving  it  equally  for  the  interest 
of  both  Powers,  and  also  for  that  of  his  own  em* 
pire.  The  Chancellor  said  that,  as  this  despatek- 
would  refer  to  what  I  had  verbally  stated  to  hinr 
in  our  preceding  conversation,  he  wished,  be- 
fore submitting  it  to  the  Emperor,  that  I  should 
peruse  it  to  satisfy  himself  that  he  had  connect^* 
edly  represented  the  purport  of  my  commuaiea* 
tion  to  him,  and  he  desired  me,  it  I  should  find- 
any  inaccuracy  or  variation  from  what  I  had  said 
to  him,  to  point  it  out  to  him;  that  he  might^ 
make  the  despatch  perfectly  correspond  with  what 
I  had  said.     I  did.  accordingly,  notice  several 

rirticulars  in  whicn  the  exact  purport  of  what 
had  said  might  be  expressed  w^tb  more  precis- 
ion. He  immediately  struck  out  the  passafea 
which  I  noticed  in  this  manner  from  the  draught, 
and  altered  them  to  an  exact  conformity  with  the 
ideas  I  had  intended  to  convey.  The  ohangee 
were  inconsiderable,  and  were  no  otherwise  ma* 
terial  than  as  I  was  desirous  of  the  utmost  accu- 
racy in  the  relation  of  what  I  had  said,  under  the 
authority  of  your  despatch. 

This  communication  of  the  settled  determiaa* 
tion  of  the  American  Qovernment  not  to  contract 
any  more  intimate  engaffements  with  France, 
will  thus  be  made  to  the  British  Ministry  with 
my  full  consent.  The  Chancellor's  despatch  does 
not  say  that  he  was  authorized  by  me  to  make  it. 
It  merely  relates  the  substance  of  that  part  of 
my  conversation  with  him,  and  directs  Count 
Lieven  to  use  it  with  a  view  to  promote  the  pur- 
pose of  pacification.  The  Chancellor  under- 
stands that  my  consent  was  merely  my  own  act) 
without  authority  from  you ;  my  motive  in  giv- 
ing it  was  the  same  with  that  of  his  instruction 
to  Count  Lieven,  because  I  believed  its  tendency 
would  be  to  promote  the  spirit  of  pacification  in 
the  British  Cabinet.  I  told  the  ChaaceUor  I  waa 
aware  that  its  effect  might  be  different.  That 
the  very  certainty  that  we  should  not  seek  o» 
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eren  aecept  a  eommamtf  of  cause  with  their 
most  dreaaed  enemy  might  make  them  more  in- 
dtfierent  to  a  peace  with  us.  But  in  calcuiatiDg 
the  operation  of  a  generous  purpose  eTen  upon 
the  mind  of  an  inveterate  enemy,  I  feel  an  irre- 
aittible  impulse  to  the  conclusion  that  it  will  be 
ffenerous  like  itself.  I  asked  the  Chancellor  whe« 
ther  he  had  received  an  answer  from  England 
upon  the  proposil  of  the  Emperor's  mediation. 
He  said  that,  without  accepting  or  rejecting  it, 
they  had  intimated  the  belief  that  it  would  not 
be  acceptable  in  America. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  dtc. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Secretaij 
of  State,  dated 
St.  Petbrsburo,  June  26, 1813. 
On  the  15th  instant  I  had  an  interview  with 
the  Chancellor,  Count  Romanzofi*,  at  his  request, 
when  he  informed  me  that  he  had  received  an- 
awers  from  Mr.  Daschkofif  to  the  despatches  of 
which  Mr.  Harris  was  the  bearer ;  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  accepted  the  Emperor's  office  pf  medi- 
ation ;  and  that  Mr.  Dascnkofif  had  sent  him  a 
copy  of  your  answer  to  him,  expressive  of  that 
acceptance.  He  then  put  into  my  hands  your 
letter  to  Mr.  Daschkoff  of  March  11,  with  the 
tenor  of  which  he  appeared  to  be  much  gratified ; 
and  which  he  said  he  should  immediately  trans- 
mit to  the  Emperor.  At  the  same  time  EInglish 
newspapers  had  been  received  here  mentioning 
the  appointment  of  Messrs.  Gallatin  and  Bayard, 
bat  intimating  strongly  the  determination  of  the 
British  GK>vernment  to  reject  the  mediation.  A 
few  days  after,  I  received  from  a  friend  Uie  Na- 
tional Intelligencer  of  the  15th  April,  containing 
an  editorial  paragraph  concerning  the  appoint- 
ment of  those  gentlemen,  which  I  communicated 
to  the  Count  on  the  22d.  I  observed  to  him,  that 
however  the  British  Government  might  think 
proper  to  act  on  this  occasion,  that  of  the  United 
States  would  at  least  have  manifested  in  a  signal 
manner  at  once  its  earnest  and  constant  desire  for 
ft  just  and  honorable  peace,  and  its  sense  of  the 
motives  which  had  Induced  the  Emperor's  offer. 
That  the  President  could  not  have  adopted  a 
measure  better  adapted  to  do  honor  to  His  Ma- 
jesty's proposal,  than  by  the  appointment  of  two 
persons  among  the  most  distinguished  of  our  cit- 
izensy^to  co-operate,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  in  accomplishing  the  Emperor's  friendly 
and  benevolent  purpose;  and  that  if  it  should 
eventually  fail  of  being  successful,  at  least  the  true 
and  onlv  source  of  its  failure  would  be  known ; 
that  he  had  received,  since  he  saw  me  last,  de- 
spatches from  Count  Lieven;  that  the  British 
Minister,  in  terms  of  much  politeness,  had  inti- 
mated to  him,  that  there  Was  no  Sovereign  whose 
mediation  they  should  more  readily' accept  than 
that  of  the  Emperor,  but  that  their  differences 
with  the  United  States  were  of  a  nature  involv- 
ing principles  of  the  internal  government  of  the 
Brituh  nation,  and  which  it  was  thought  were 
not  susceptible  of  being  committed  to  the  dis- 


cussion of  any  mediation^  The  Count  added, 
that  it  would  remain  to  be  considered  whether, 
after  this,  and  after  the  solemn  step  taken  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  it  would  be 
advisable  to  renew  the  offer  to  the  British  Minit- 
try,  and  give  them  an  opportunity  for  a  reconsid- 
eration. It  was  possible  that  further  reflectioa 
might  lead  to  a  different  rtedution,and  he  should 
submit  the  question  to  the  Emperor's  determina- 
tion. Different  circumstances  furnished  other 
materials  for  deliberations. 


FRANCE. 


[Communicated  to  the  House,  January  IB,  1814^ 
To  the  Hou9t  of  Repre$entative$ 

^  the  United State$.' 
I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representative!  • 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  complying  with 
their  resolution  of  the  11th  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
January  18, 1814. 

Dbpabtmbnt  of  Stats,  Jan,  18, 1814 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  oi  the  House  of  Represeotatif ei  of 
the  11th  instant,  requesting  the  President  to  com- 
municate to  the  House  any  information  in  ^ 
Sossession,  and  which  it  may  not  be  improper^ 
ivulge,  in  relation  to  the  omission  or  refostl  ofthe 
French  Government  to  accredit  the  Minister  Pie* 
nipotentiary  of  the  United  Slates  to  that  Court, 
or  of  his  reception  if  accredited,  of  the  tune 
when  he  was  so  accredited,  and  of  the  progress 
of  his  negotiation,  has  the  honor  to  commuaicate 
to  the  President,  for  the  information  of  the  Houses 
the  following  letters  in  relation  to  that  snbjeelj 
namely : 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Secreltrf 
of  State,  of  the  16th  August,  1813,  enclosing  one 
to  the  Duke  of  Bassano,  of  the  27th  July,  and  bii 
answer  of  the  1st  August)  and  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Crawford  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  8tb  of  September,  1813. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Mr.  Crawfi>rd  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Paris,  August  15, 1813. 
Sir:  On  the  twenty-seventh  ultimo  I  wrote  to 
the  Duke  of  Bassano,  to  iofotm  him  of  my  a^' 
rival  in  Paris,  in  quality  of  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  States.  On  the  8th  instant  1 
received  an  answer  dated  at  Dresden,  on  the  1st. 
Copies  of  mv  note  and  of  his  answer  are  here- 
with enclosea. 

With  sentiments  of  high  respect,  I  remaiOt 
yours,  dbc. 

WM,  H.  CRAYITFORD. 

Hon.  Jambs  Mohrob, 

.  Secrttarjfqf  State. 
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[Badoaed  in  Mr.  Cnmtotd'»  letter  of  Aog.  16, 1818.] 
J6*.  Crawford  to  the  Duke  of  Btutano, 

Pabis,  ./Wy  27,  ISia 

Mt  Lobd  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your 
Excellency  that  I  ha^e  been  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  of  America  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  his  Impe- 
rial and  Ko|^I  Majesty,  the  Emperor  of  the 
French  and  King  of  Italy.  I  wait  the  pleasure 
of  your  Excellency  as  to  the  time  and  manner  of 
presenting  my  oflScial  credentials,  preparatory  to 
my  reception  by  the  Qovernment  of  His  Imperial 
and  Royal  Majesty  as  the  accredited  Minister  Ple- 
nipotentiary 01  the  United  States  of  America. 

1  seize  on  the  present  occasion  .to  assure  yoiir 
Bxcelieney  of  the  distingnished  consideration 
with  which  I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  your  most 
obedient  and  rery  humble  servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 


From  the  Doke  of  Baisana  to  Mr.  Crawford. 

Debsdbn,  August  1, 1813. 
SiB :  I  faaFC  had  great  pleasure  in  hearing  of 
yoor  safe  arrival  in  France,  find  I  have  received 
the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address 
me  on  the  27th  of  July,  on  your  nomination  in 
ooality  of  Minister  Plenipotentiarv  of  the  United 
States  to  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
the  French  and  King  of  Italy.  The  choice  which 
yavr  GkivernnMnt  has  made  of  a  person  so  dis- 
tiDgQiabed  in  his  own  country,  and  so  worthy  of 
tkia  honorable  mission,  cannot  but  be  agreeable 
to  Hit  Imperial  Majesty  i  and  though  he  is  at 
thja  time  absent  from  Dresden,  I  can  give  you 
tlua  astaranee  in  his  name.  I  will  have  the  honor 
to  eommanieate  to  you  his  intentions  respecting 
the  presentation  of  your* letters  of  credence  and 

J  ami  reception*  Without  waitinp^  even  for  this, 
will  receive  all  the  communications  which  you 
may  think  proper  to  make  to  me  as  the  Minister 
Pienspotentiary  of  your  Qovernment,  and  the  de- 
lay of  a  formality  will  produce  no  delay  in  the 
ezeffcise  of  the  mission  confided  to  you,  or  in  the 
eofrespondence  which  it  will  procure  for  me  the 
beoefic  of  holding  with  you. 
Aceept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  consideration. 
THE  DUKE  OF  BASSANO. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Crawford  to  Mr.  Monroe. 
Pabis,  September  8, 1813. 
I  lutve  just  received  an  answer  to  the  note 
which  I  addressed  to  the  Duke  of  Bassano,  re- 
questing Mrs.  Barlow's  passports.  On  the  sub- 
ject of  recognition,  he  savs  that  he  is  very  solici- 
tous I  should  present  my  letter  of  credence  to  the 
Emperor  in  Paris.  He  does  not  repeat  his  invita- 
tion to  communicate  with  him.  The  operations 
of  the  war  will  probably  detain  the  Emperor  in 
the  North  until  tne  Winter.  It  is  believed  that 
the  Duke  of  Bassano  will  not  return  before  him. 
If  this  opinion  should  be  realized,  the  Winter 
will  be  far  advanced  before  I  shall  be  able  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  French  Government  to  the 
sttbjecta  of  discussion  between  the  two  nations. 


GREAT  BIUTAIN-.NATDBALIZATIOW. 

[Commnnicated  to  the  Senate,  April  16, 1814.] 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

1  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  complyinfir  with  their  resolutions  of 
the  2d  February  and  9th  of  March.* 

JAMES  MADISON. 
April  16, 1814. 

Dbpartmbnt  op  Statb,  April  14, 1814. 

The  Secretary  of  Stat^j  to  whom  were  referred 
several  resolutions  of  the  2d  July  and  9th  March 
last,  has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  President  the 
following  report : 

Although  these  resolutions  are  of  different  dates, 
and  refer  to  subjects  in  some  respects  distinct  in 

*The  resohitions  are  as  follows : 

Retokedy  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stotes 
be  reqnested  to  cause  to  be  laid  befote  the  Senate  a 
statement  of  the  names  of  the  individuals  selected  from 
American  prisoners  of  war  and  sent  to  Great  Britain 
for  trial,  .as  mentioned,  in  his  Message  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session  of  Congress;  and 
also  their  respective  places  of  residence  in  the  United 
States*  vrith  the  times  when,  and  the  courts  where, 
they  were  admitted  to  become  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  regiments  or  corps  to  whidi  they  be- 
longed in  the  service  of  the  United  States  when  taken 
by  the  enemy,  and  the  times  and  places  of  their  being 
so  taken ;  together  with  copies  of  any  official  corres- 
pondence respecting  the  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war, 
and  any  orders  for  retaliation  on  either  side,  which  tlM 
President' may  judge  proper  to  be  communicated. 

FaBrnvAmT  8,  1814. 

Reooked,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  reqnested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  such 
information  as  he  may  possess,  calculated  to  diow 
what  has  been  the  p^ctice  of  Great  Britain  concern- 
ing her  native  subjects  naturalised  in  other  countries 
and  taken  in  arras  against  her;  also,  what  b  the  general 
practice  of  the  nations  of  Europe  relative  to  the  natu- 
ralization or  employment  in  war  between  two  nations 
of  the  native  subjects  of  each  other. 

Beeolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  such 
information  as  he  may  possess,  of  the  cases,  with  their 
circumstances,  in  which  any  civilized  nation  has  pun- 
ished its  native  subjects  taken  in  arms  against  her,  and 
for  which  punishment  retaliation  has  been  inflicted  by 
the  nation  in  whoae  service  they  were  taken. 

Renohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  sudi 
information  as  he  may  possess,  calculated  to  show 
under  what  circumstances,  and  on  what  groimds.  Great 
Britain  has  been  in  the  practice  of  refusing  to  dischaiga 
native  citizens  of  the  United  States  impressed  into  her 
service. 

Reeohedf  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  such 
infomution  as  he  may  possess,  calculated  to  show 
what  has  been  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  relative  to 
American  seamen  on  board  her  ships  of  war  at  and 
smce  the  commencement  of  the  war  with  the  United 
States. 

Mabob  •,  1814. 
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their  nuture,  y«t,  ss  they  are  eooneeted  in  others 
of  considerable  imporfance,  which  bear  essentially 
on  the  conduct  of  both  parties  in  the  present  war, 
it  is  thought  proper  to  comprise  tbem  in  the  same 
report. 

The  first  of  these  resolutions  calls  for  the  names 
of  the  individuals  who  were  selected  from  the 
American  prisoners  of  war,  and  sent  to  Great 
Britain  for  trial ;  their  places  of  residence  in  the 
United  States;  the  times  when,  and  the  courts 
by  which,  they  were  admitted  to  become  citizens ; 
the  regimente  to  which  they  belbng;  when  and 
where  they  were  taken ;  with  copies  of  any  official 
correspondence  respecting  the  treatment  of  pris- 
oners of  war,  and  of  any  orders  for  retaliation  on 
either  side. 

The  othetr  resolutions  request  information  of 
the  conduct  of  Great  Britain  towards  her  native 
subjects  taken  in  arms  against  her,  and  of  the 
general  practice  of  the  nations  of  Europe  relative 
to  jMrtttralizatioR,  and  the  employment  in  war, 
eaeh,  of  tke  subjects  of  the  other;  of  the  canes, 
wvtfa  tfa«ir  eiroomstaocesw  in  which  any  civilised 
^  nation  has  punished  its  native  sutjeet^  ttiken  in 
anas  ajpainst  it,  fbr  which  punishment  retaliation 
was  ittiioted  by  the  nation  in  whose  service  they 
were  taken;  and,  lastly, 

Uhderwh^t  circumstances,  and  on  what  grounds, 
Ghreat  Britain  has  refused  to  discharge  fiative  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  impressed  into  her 
service ;  and  what  has  been  her  conduct  towards 
American  seamen  on  board  her  ships  of  war  at 
and  since  the  commencement  of  Vm  present  war 
with  the  United  States. 

The  paper  marked  A  contains  tkke  names  of  th« 
American  prisoners  who  were  sent  to  Eaglaod 
§0S  tfiftl  hy  the  British  cooMiiaiider  in  Cani^;  of 
the  corpa  to  which  they  belong ;  o(  Uie  times 
when,  and  of  the  places  where,  they  were  taken ; 
of  their  plaoea  of  residctnce  ia  the  united  States ; 
{if  the  umee  and  the  eoarta  in  which  the^  were 
admitted  to  become  eitieens,  there  is  no  evidence 
in  this  department;  nor  is  there  any  to  show 
whether  they  were  naturalized  or  native  citizens 
of  the  United  States.  This  paper  contains,  also, 
a  copjr  of  the  orders  of  both  Governments  for  re- 
taliation, and  of  the  correspondence  between  their 
respective  commiss^ies  concerning  the  treatment 
of  pirisoners. 

The  paper  marked  B  states  various  grounds  on 
which  the  British  Government  has  refused  to  de* 
Uvet  up  American  seamen  impressed  into  the 
British  serviee,  on  the  af>plicatioi^  of  the  afeata 
of  the  United  Slates,  regularly  authorized  to  de* 
UMud  them^  with  the  eorrespondeaee  relating  to 
the  same.  It  communicates,  also,  such  iufornn* 
tiou  as  this  department  has  been  able  to  obtain  of 
the  conduct  of  the  British  Government  towarda 
American  seamen  on  board  British  shipe  of  war, 
at  and  since  the  commencement  of  the  prevent 
war.  Among  the  causee  assigned  for  their  deten- 
tfon,  the  following  are  most  deserving  of  notice : 

1.  That  they  had  no  documents,  or  that  their 
documents  were  irregular. 

2.  That  they  were  released  from  prison  in  Gtot- 
tenburg. 


3.  That  thfey  were  exchanged  atf  BHtish  tfrb^ 

jects. 

4.  Were  said  to  bo  impostors. 

5.  To  have  married  in  England. 

6.  Did  not  answer  the  descriptions  given  of 
t)iem  in  their  protectiona. 

7.  Had  attempted  to  desert. 

8.  Were  sent  into  the  service  for  smugclinff. 

9.  Were  not  tf>  be  found  on  board  of  the  mip 
stated. 

10.  Had  voluntarily  entered  into  the  British 
service. 

11.  Were  natives  of  foreign  countries,  Prussia, 
Sweden,  Italv,  dbc. 

It  is  possible  that  some  of  the  seamen,  whose 
[discharges  were  demanded,  may  not  have  heeo 
native  citizens  of  the  United  States,  but  Tory  pre- 
sumable that  the  greater  part  were.  Indeed|  the 
ipretezt  assigned  for  their  detention  seems  to  ad- 
mit it.  Had  they  been  native  subjects  of  Eng- 
land, being  there,  their  origin  might  have  beni 
traced.  But  that  is  the  ground  in  few  instances 
only.  In  urging  that  some  had  no  protections, 
or  that  their  protections  were  irf^lor;  that 
others  had  been  exchanged  as  British  prisoners: 
were  impostors;  bad  attempted  to  desert  ;<M 
npt  answer  the  protections  given  them j  were  ta^ 
tives  of  Prussia,  Sweden,  «c.;  it  is  fairly  toba 
inferred  that  the  public  audiority  in  England)  to 
whom  this  ^aty  is  assigned,  sought  rather  to 
evade  the  applioation  than  to  justify  the  refusal. 
The  pretext  that  scmie  were  natives  of  PrumMj 
Sweden,  dbc.,  deserves  particular  atttatiou.  On 
this  circumstance  the  Secretary  will  renMrk  only, 
that  in  extending  impreesment^  in  Amerieaii  rto* 
sels)  to  persons  who  could  not  be  mistaken  ftt 
; British  subjects,  and  refusing  to  sarreuder  tlM«Q, 
on  application,  to  the '  voluntary  serviee  from 
i  which  they  were  taken,  it  is  evident  that  the  re- 
covery of  the  British  seamen  has  not  been  the 
sole  object  of  the  practice. 

By  the  report  of  the  American  Commissary  of 
Prisoners  in  England,  it  appears  that  a  coasider« 
able  number  of  our  seamen  have  been  transferre^i 
from  British  ships  of  war  to  prisons ;  that  tiudr 
exchange  for  Briiisb  seamen  taken  in  battle  w«a 
demanded  in  the  first  instance,  but  that  that  olofan 
; seems  to  have  beeu  siuee  waived.  It  might  hare 
been  expected  that  the  British  Government,  on 
being  satisfied  that  these  men  or  that  any  of  thent 
were  American  citizens, .  would  have  liberated 
and  sent  tbem  home  at  its  own  charge.  They 
are,  however,  still  held  prisoners  in  confitiemenc 
That  many  of  them,  if  not  all,  are  natire  citizens 
cannot  be  doubted ;  for  bad  the  proof  not  been 
irresistible,  it  cannot  be  presumed,  while  so  manf 
others  are  detained  on  board  British  ships  of  war, 
that  these  would  have  been  exempted  from  l^nc 
service.  That  many  are  still  detained  on  board 
British  ships  of  war  may  be  fairly  inferred,  erea 
without  other  evideiice,  from  the  indiscriminate 
manner  of  British  impressment ;  from  the  distant 
service  in  which  the  men  thus  impressed  are 
often  necessarily  employed,  depriving  their  friends 
of  an  opportunity  to  communicate  with  them ; 
end  from  the  Inconsiderable  number  discharged, 
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oiipMiitd  wkh  diatwbieh  kws  hemvt  dtuumdedk 
WiiQOUC  relyiaff  aitofcther  oa  the  reporu  ii«re^ 
tolbre  Buide  Co  Cimgten  by  Umb  depsrfemeirt,  the 
letter  of  Cpmmodore  Rodgecs,  bereimto  aDoezed, 
•fioids  data  from  wbieh  an  estimate  may  be 
fonned*  Oa  tbis  point  the  correspondeDce  be- 
tween General  Taylor  and  the  Captain  of  the 
British  ship  the  Dragon,  and  Commodore  Deea* 
tv  and  Cmnmodore  Capel,  deserre  also  partica* 
lar  aUenttott«  If  the  British  Goyernment  would 
order  a  strict  search  to  be  made  throoffh  the 
British  na?y  ibr  Ameriean  seamen,  it  would  then 
be  seen  how  many  of  our  aative  oiUseoB  here 
pnrtteipated  in  the  lot  of  the  unfortunate  men 
aaanti— od  in  the  eorrespendenoes  referred  to. 

The  contrast  which  these  diocoments  present, 
in  the  pretensions  and  conduct  of  Great  Britain, 
with  the  pretensions  and  conduct  of  the  United 
Stntepi  cannot  fail  to  make  a  deep  impression  in 
ftvoff  of  the  latter.  The  British  Government  im- 
niesats  into  its  navv  native  citizens  of  the  United 
Steles^  end  compels  them  to  serve  in  it,  and^  in 
many  instances,  even  to  fif^ht  against  liieir  coun- 
iifi  while  it  arrests  as  traitors,  and  menaces  with 
death,  persons  suspected  to  be  native  British  snb- 
]Mt%for  having  foaght  under  onr^andard  agaiast 
Bowi  forces,  although  they  had  volantarily  en^ 
tend  into  oor  ahny  after  bavins  emigrated  to  the 
Pniied  States,  and  inoorporated  themselves  into 
ite  Amerietti  society.  The  United  States,  on 
the  other  hand,  have  forced  no.pereons  into  their 
stfw^  not  have  they  sought,  nor  ate  they  dis- 
posed to  punish  any,  who,  afbr  having  fre^ 
emigmted  to  any  part  of  the  British  dontinioci^ 
and  sttded  there,  nay  have  entefed  volantarily 
into  the  British  amy. 

Tlie  remaininj^  inquiries  relate  to  objects  other 
than  the  immediate  conduct  of  the  parties  in  the 
ptesent  war.  Thev  demand  information  of  the 
eondnct  of  Great  Britain  and  of  other  Flowers  in 
past  times,  without  limitation  in  the  retrospect, 
m  eireaaistancee  beating  on  the  ^estion  d  re- 
taliation. The  information  required  relates  to 
the  £iUowing  points: 

1st.  The  conduct  of  Grent  Britain  and  the 
other  nations  of  Europe  as  to  naturalization,  and 
the  employment  in  war,  each  of  the  subjects  of 
the  other. 

2dw  As  to  the  punishment  of  their  native  sub- 
jeets  taken  in  arms  against  them  in  the  setviet  of 
other  Powers. 

3d.  Examples  of  retaliation  by  the  latter  in 
snch  cases. 

These  inquiries  necessarily  involve  an  exten- 
sive research  into  the  history  and  jurisprudence 
of  the  nations  of  Europe.  For  so  important  a 
task  the  other  duties  or  the  Secretary  of  State 
have  altogAber  disqualified  him  since  the  call 
was  made.  The  approaching  close  of  the  session 
dan  not  leave  him  time  for  more  than  the  foUow- 
m§  eheerfMons:  That  aU  the  nations  ef  Bki- 
lope  natsffaliie  foreigners. 

That  ihey  all  employ  in  their  service  the  snb* 
jee<e  ef  eanh  other,  and  fvefuently  against  their 
nattvv  oeantries,  even  when  not  regularly  natn- 


That  they  all  allow  their  own  subjects  to  eau- 
grate  to  foreign  countries. 

That  although  exam^^les  may  be  found  of  the 
punishment  of  their  native  subjects  taken  in  arms 
a^inst  them,  the  examples  are  few,  and  have 
either  been  marked  by  peculiar  circumstances 
taking  them  out  of  the  controverted  principle*  or 
have  proceeded  from  the  passions  or  policy  of 
the  occasion.  Even  in  prosecutions  add  convic- 
tions having  the  latter  origin,  the  final  act  of 
punishment  has,  with  little  exception,  been  pre^ 
vented  bj  a  sense  of  equity  and  humanity,  or  a 
dread  of  retaliation.  It  is  confidently  believed 
that  no  instance  can  be  found  in  which  the  alleged 
purposes  of  the  enemy  against  the  twenty-three 
prisoners  in  question^  under  all  the  circumstance* 
which  beloni^  to  their  case,  even  should  any  of 
them  not  have  been  regularly  naturalized,  we 
countefMOced  by  the  proceedings  of  any  Euro- 
pean nation. 

That  if  no  instances  occur  of  retaliatsoa,  in  the 
few  cases  requiri^  it,  or  in  any  of  them,  by  the 
Ghnvernments  employing  such  persons,  it  .has 
been,  as  is  aresnmed,  because  the  punishment 
which  had  oeen  inflicted  by  the  native  countrjf 
mig;ht  be  acounted  for  on  some  prineiple  other 
than  its  denial  of  the  right  of  emignuion  and 
natnmlisntien.  Had  the  Government,  employ- 
ing the  pesBons  so  pnnished  by  their  native  eoiio» 
try,  retaliated  in  such  cases,  it  might  have  in* 
ourred  the  reproaeh,  either  of  counlenacing  ae« 
knowledged  crimes,  or  of  following  the  example 
of  the  other  party  in  acts  of  erueltv,  excittag 
horror  rather  than  of  fulfilling  its  pleoge  to  inae^ 
cent  persons  in  support  of  righu  fairly  obtained, 
and  saHctiened  by  the  general  opinion  and  prae- 
ttoe  of  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  ancient  and 
modem. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  PaietDBHT  qfthe  UkUed  Skdm. 
A. 
List  of  twenty-tiiree  American  soldiers  belongiii'g  to 

ti^e  1st,  6th,  and  13th  United  States'  regiments,  ctp* 

tared  at  Qneenstown,  in  Upper  Csnada,  on  the  19tti 

October,  1819,  and  sent  to  England  fer  trial,  on 

pretext  of  being  British  subjects,  vis: 

Henry  Kelly,  Henry  Blaney,  George  McCam- 
mon,  John  Doiton,  Michael  Condin,  John  Clark, 
Peter  Burr,  Andrew  Doyle,  John  McGown^  Jamea 
Gill,  John  Fulsum,  Patrick  McBraharty,  Matthew 
Mooney,  Patrick  Karns,  John  Fitzgerald,  John 
Wiley,  John  Donnelly,  John  Currey,  Nathan 
Shaley,  Edward  McGarigan,  John  Dinne,  John 
WilliaYns,  and  George  Johnson. 

Oppiob  of  Comm'rv  Gbn'l  Pnisoicntn, 

4prU  13, 1B14. 
Sin:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  under 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statea 
of  the  9th  of  February,  I  have  the  honor  to  trana- 
mit  you  copies  of  the  orders  for  retaliation  whioh 
have  issued  from  this  office,  and  of  such  ordeie 
:of  like  nature,  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  as  have 
been  received}  together  with  copies  of  such  efr; 
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cmI  correspondence  as  lias  been  held  wUb  the 
agents  of  the  enemy,  or  other  persons,  in  direct 
relation  to  the  treatment  of  prisoners  of  war. 
With  these  are  filed  the  official  letters  and  papers 
furnished  me  from  time  to  time  by  any  of  the  de- 
partments of  the  Government,  which  are  con- 
nected with  either  subject. 

Each  case,  for  the  greater  facility  of  reference, 
has  been  made  up  separately,  without  regard  to 
dates,  otfier  than  those  of  the  papers  immediately 
belonging  to  it.  The  cases  marked  from  A  to  K 
relate  to  the  treatment  of  prisoners,  on  account  of 
which  retaliation  has  been  resorted  to  by  one  or 
both  parties.  The  cases  Qurkc»]  L  relate  to  the 
treatment  of  prisoners,  for  which  measures  of  re- 
taliation hare  not  yet  been  used  by  either  party. 
In  the  case  A  fire  pf  the  men  of  the  American 
sloop-of-war  Nautilus  were  sent  back  from  Eng- 
land to  Halifax,  and  restored  to  the  ordinary  state 
of  prisoners;  when  ten  of  the  men  of  the  British 
ship  Guerriere,  confined  to  answer  for  them  at 
Boston,  were  immediately  released.  The  sixth 
man  of  the  Nautilus  has  not  yet  been  aecounted 
for;  two  men  of  the  Guerriere  are  held  as  hostages 
for  him. 

In  the  case  B  the  six  men  of  the  American  pri- 
vate armed  ▼e.^sel  Sarah  Anne,  confined  at  Ja- 
maica, and  threatened  with  trial,  were  given  up. 
As  soon  as  this  fact  was  made  known,  the  twelve 
British  seamen  set  apart  and  confined  at  Charles- 
ton on  their  aceounL  were  released  and  placed 
among  the  prisoners  for  exchange. 

In  Sie  case  C,  commencing  with  twenty-three 
prisoner  soldiers  of  the  United  States'  Army, 
transported  by  the  enemy  to  England  for  trial, 
on  pretext  of  being  British  subjects^  all  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  designated  in  retaliation  on  either 
aide  are  yet  held  as  iiostages ;  although  a  partial 
relaxation  has  taken  place  on  the  part  of  the  en- 
emy, as  well  in  regard  to  the  manner  of  confine- 
ment of  some  of  our  officers,  as  in  giving  limited 
paroles.  These  departures  from  the  first  meas- 
ures of  severity,  it  will  be  seen,  have  been  fully 
met  by  corresponding  acts  of  indulgence  to  their 
officers  similarly  situated. 

In  the  case  I),  Thomas  Kiiig,  one  of  the  two 
American  seamen  confined  at  Bermuda,  having, 
hf  singular  enterprise  and  good  fortune,  efiected 
his  escape  from  the  prison  ship^  and  reached  his 
country  again  in  safety,  after  navigating  the  ocean 
for  nine  days^  alone,  in  an  open  boat,  the  two  Brit- 
ish seamen  in  confinement  on  his  account  were 
released  from  the  condition  of  hostages.  John 
Stevens  being  still  under  accusation,  in  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  the  two  men  selected  to  answer  for 
his  safety  are  yet  so  held. 

In  the  case  &,  it  was  regularly  announced  dur- 
ing last  Winter,  that  Captain  Nicholls  was  then 
considered  by^  the  enemy  as  an  ordinary  prisoner 
of  war  in  their  hands.  So  soon  as  it  was  known 
that  the  accusations  brought  against  him  were 
withdrawn,  one  of  the  British  captains  allotted  to 
answer,  in  bis  person,  for  the  safety  and  proper 
treatment  of  Captain  Nicholls,  was  released  from 
confinement,  and  admitted  to  parole.  The  other 
British  captain  has  been  retained  in  the  same  sort 


of  confinement  to  which  Captain  NiehoUs  is  ftt 
subjected.  It  will  be  perceived  that,  latterly,  it 
has  been  agreed  that  they  both  be  released  audi 
exchanged  against  each  other. 

In  the  case  F,  it  having  been  communicated, 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  that  the  sixteen  mari* 
time  officers  and  seamen  confined  at  Halifax  in 
dungeons  had  been  removed  to  more  airy  and 
wholesome  prison  rooms,  first  the  officers,  and 
then  the  men,  and  that  their  confinement  in  other 
respects  had  been  made  less  rigid,  the  same  miti- 
gated course,  step  by  step,  was .  taken  herewith, 
regard  to  their  officers  and  men.  who,  in  retalia- 
tion, had  been  subjected  to  a  like  severe  treat- 
ment, As  to  the  one  hundred  and  one  American 
seamen  sent  to  England,  as  first  stated  bj  the 
agents  of  the  enemy,  for  trial,  the  cause  tor  sa 
sending  them  was  soon  after  disavowed  as  to 
eighty-three  of  them.  As  many  British  seamen 
held  against  them  were  then  returned  to  the  ordi* 
nary  state  of  prisoners.  There  yet  remain  eigh- 
teen in  close  custody,  subject  to  whatever  treat* 
ment  the  enemy  may  use  towards  that  number  of 
our  seamen  of  this  class-  not  satisfactorily  w^ 
counted  for. 

For  the  fifty-nine  American  soldiers  picked  ooc 
and  sent  to  England,  first,  on  the  plea  of  betag 
British  deserters,  and  then  (this  having  been 
abandoned)  that  they  had  given  themselves  upaa 
British  subjects,  fifiy^nine  British  soldiers  are  yet 
held  in  separate  and  close  confinement. 

In  the  case  G^  of  Joshua  Pennv ;  H,  of  John 
Swanton ;  I.  of  Thomas  Goldsmith ;  and  K,  of 
Witmore  Knaggs ;  for  the  proper  treatment  and 
safety  of  each  of  whom  a  British  prisoner  of  cor- 
responding rank  and  condition  has  been  des^- 
nated  and  confined ;  no  relaxation  having  takea 
place  on  the  other  side,  the  several  hostages  ao 
designated  are  yet  held  to  answer,  respectively, 
in  their  persons,  for  the  ultimate  measures  of  the 
enemy. 

With  very  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  MASON. 

Hon.  Jab.  Monroe,  Secretary  rf  State. 

A. 
[Here  were  inserted  a  letter  from  Admiral  Waf- 
ren  to  the  Secretary  of  Statef  of  September  30, 
1812,  and  the  reply  thereto,  dated  October  28, 
1812 ;  for  both  of  which,  see  Appendix,  2d  Session 
12th  Congress,  page  1107.] 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Admiral  Sir  John  Borlase 
Warren  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Bermuda,  March  8, 1813. 
I  must  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  30th  of 
September,  1812,  in  which  I  stated  the  ciream^ 
stance  of  twelve  men  belonging  to  the  Guerriere. 
taken  out  of  a  cartel  by  Commodore  Rodgenuaad 
illegally  detained,  upon  the  |>retext  of  nz  otbati^ 
who  were  sunposed  to  be  British  subjects^  haviiif 
been  sent  to  the  United  Kindom  for  examinatiosi 
since  that  event,  five  of  these  people,  named  la 
the  enclosed  list,  have  been  received  at  Halifax, 
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with  orders  for  their  discharge.  I  therefore  re- 
qaest  that  you  will  commaoicate  these  particu- 
lars to  the  President,  in  order  that  further  direc- 
tions may  he  given  respecting  the  Gaerriere's 
men,  so  long  confined  at  Boston,  and  to  ohviate 
the  other  inconreniences  which  must  inevitably 
arise  from  such  practices. 


EztracI  of  a  letter  fromjhe  Secretary  of  Bute  to  Ad- 
miral Warren,  dated 

Aphil  16, 1813. 

It  appears  by  your  letter,  (of  the  8th  of  March 
frooi  Bermuda,)  that  five  only  of  the  seamen  that 
were  taken  on  board  the  Nautilus,  and  sent  to 
Sogland  hi  confinement,  have  been  returned ;  no 
account  is  ffiven  of  the  sixth.  Orders  have  been 
issued  for  toe  release  of  ten  of  the  twelve  men. 
who,  on  a  prinemle  of  retaliation,  were  confinea 
by  Commodore  Rodgers  at  Boston. 

Too  will  be  sensible' that  it  will  be  impossible, 
on  that  principle,  to  discharge  the  other  two  men' 
intil  the  sixth  American  seamen  Js  returned,  or 
fveb  an  explanation  given  of  the  cause  of  his  de- 
tention  as.  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  regarding  the  conduct  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment towards  American  seamen  under  similar 
cireumstances,  ought  to  be  satisfactory. 


Colonel  Barclay  to  General  Maaon. 

GaoROiTOWN,  April  13, 1813. 

8ni :  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
latter  paragraph  in  the  document  A,  which  I  had 
the  honor  of  enclosing  in  my  letter  to  vou  of  this 
daj's  date,  and  to  request  that  the  twelve  British 
prisoners  of  war  therein  mentioned,  formerly 
composing  part  of  the  crew  of  His  Majesty's  ship 
Onerriere,  and  taken  out  of  a  cartel  by  Commo- 
dore Rodger^  may  be  included  in  the  first  ex- 
change of  prisoners  of  war,  as  five  of  the  six  de- 
taineii  seamen  of  the  United  States'  sloop  of  war 
Naotilos  have  been  discharged  at  Halifax  as 
.American  seamen. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

Qcn.  JoBM  Mason,  dbc. 


Bxtrad  of  a  letter  from  the  Commbsary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dated 

JuNB  12, 1813. 
Ten  of  the  men  deuined  of  the  late  British 
ahip  GKierriere  were,  immediately  after  the  date 
of  Mr.  Monroe's  letter,  released'  from  duress,  and 
placed  in  the  ordinary  situation  of  prisoners  of 
war;  and  the  Marshal  of  Massachusetts  has  or- 
ders to  send  them  with  the  first  British  prisoners 
that  fo  by  cartel  from  Boston,  d^. 

B. 

[Here  was  inserted  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 

Ifajor  General  Pinckney   to  the   Secretary   of 

Wbt^  dated  Headquarters,  Charleston,  November 

4. 1812;  for  which  see  Appindix,  2d  Senion  18th 


Mr.  OrandisoB  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  at  Nassaa. 
Charleston,  November  4, 1812. 
Sir:  A  report  having  reached  me  that  six  of 
our  prisoners  are  sent  to  Jamaica  to  be  tried  as 
British  subjects,  I  have  been  induced  to  retaliate, 
by  ordering  twelve  of  the  British  prisoners  to  be 
detained  as  hostages  until  the  fate  of  our  citizens 
be  known ;  their  fate  will  decide  the  fate  of  yours. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

CY.  GRANDISON, 

United  States^  Naty. 
The  CoMMANDEfR-iN-CHiEF  ot  Nossau. 

[For  the  letter  of  Captain  Moon,  dated  at  Nas- 
sau, N.  P.,  Gctober  14,  1812,  see  Appendix^  2d 
Session  12th  Congress,  page  1239 J 


Colonel  Barclay  to  General  Mason. 

Harlem,  June  1, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  a  commuiriea- 
tion^hich  took  place  some  time  in  the  Autumn 
or  Winter  preceding,  between  Mr.  Baker,  His 
Majesty's  late  agent  for  prisoners  of  war,  and  Mr. 
Monroe^  Secretary  of  State,  respecting  six  of  the 
crew  or  the  late  American  privateer  Sarah  Ann, 
Richard  Moon,  master,  captured  by  Hi:f  Majestyls 
sloop  RhodiaiV)  John  George  Ross,  Esq.,  com- 
mander, whose  names  are  inserted  in  the  margin, 
and  who  it  appears  weresent  to  Jamaica,  to  which 
station  the  Rhodian  belonged,  on  suspicion  of 
their  being  subjecu  of  His  Nfajesty ;  and  I  further 
request  your  attention  to  a  letter  from  Major 
General  Pinckney  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 
^Headquarters,  Charleston,  November  4,  1812;" 
from  which  it  appears,  that  twelve  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  then  prisoners  of  war  at  Charles- 
ton, were  held  in  prison  to  answer  in  their  per- 
sons for  the  fate  of  the  six  men  of  the  Sarah  Ann 
privateer,  sent  to  Jamaica. 

1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Vice  Admiral  Stirling,  commanding 
His  Majesty's  ships  of  war  on  the  Jamaica  sta- 
tion, to  Mr.  Simpson,  late  sub-a^ent  for  prisoners 
of  war  at  Charleston;  from  which  you  will  per- 
ceive that  the  six  men  of  the  Sarah  Ann  are  con- 
sidered by  the  Admiral  as  American  prisoners 
generally,  and  are  now  on  board  a  prison-ship,  in 
common  with  other  American  prisoners. 

Having  given  you  this  information  with  re- 
spect to  the  six  men  of  the  Sarah  Ann  privateer, 
1  have  to  request  you  will  take  the  necessary 
measures  to  have  the  contingent  responsibilityt 
which  it  was  thouj^ht  proper  to  attach  to  the  per- 
sons of  twelve  British  seamen,  now  in  prison  in 
Charleston,  taken  ofi^,  and  that  they  may  be  in- 
formed thereof. 

I  understand  that  John  Gaul,  one  of  the  six 
men,  was  paroled,  and  arrived  at  Georgetown, 
South  Carolina,  in  the  brig  Cyrus,  and  that  he 
reported  himself  to  the  marshal,  who  informed 
Mr.  Simpson  '*  that  he  had  sent  on  to  the  Depart-^ 
ment  of  State  his  parole." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

Oeaeral  Maap*. 
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Adasml  Mrling  to  Mr.  SimfMii. 
Sbakk,  Pobt  Royal,  Jamaica, 

March  29, 1S13. 
Sir  :  Captain  Mowbray,  of  His  Majesty's  sloop 
Moselk,  has  just  sent  to  me  the  copy  of  a  letter 
from  you  to  him.aod  another  to  Mr.  Cook,  of  His 
Majesty's  late  sloop  Rhodian^  dated  the  25tb  ulti- 
mo, respecting  six  men  mentioned  in  the  margin,'*' 
who  were  sent  here  from  the  Bahamas,  as  having 
been  taken  in  the  American  privateer  Sarah  Ann, 
and  supposed  to  be  subjects  of  His  Majesty;  but, 
as  no  proof  to  what  country  they  belong  has  been 
adduced,  it  has  never  been  my  intention  to  bring 
them  to  trialj  and  they  are  at  present  on  board  of 
the  prison*8hips,  waiting  an  exchange  of  prisoners. 
I  am,  sir,  yours,  d^c. 

CHARLES  STIRLING, 

Vice  AdmiTral. 
Cba8.  R.  Simpsoii,  £sq. 

Officb  Cmoc'rt  Ghsii'L  of  PmsoiiiRe, 
Wasbinoton,  ^me  9, 1813. 

Sir:  I  learn  with  pleasure,  by  the  letter  you 
did  me  the  honor  to  address  me  on  the  1st  instant, 
and  the  letter  from  Admiral  Stirling  you  have 
enclosed,  that  the  six  men  belonging  to  the  Amer- 
iean  privateer  Sarah  Ann,  detain^  in  October 
lastj  and  sent  to  Jamaica  to  be  tried  as  British 
subjects,  have  been  restored  to  the  ordinary  state 
of  prisoners  of  war,  to  wait  an  exchange,  and  that 
there  is  now  no  intention  to  bring  them  to  trial. 

I  very  cheerfully  comply  with  your  request,  sir, 
and  have  this  day  requested  the  Marshal  of  South 
Carolina  to  restore,  in  like  manner,  to  the  ordi- 
nary state  of  prisoners  of  war.  the  twelve  British 
seamen  confined  under  the  orders  of  this  Gh)vern- 
ment  by  him.  and  to  inform  them  that  the  respon- 
sibility attacned  to  their  persons  for  the  safety  of 
the  men  of  the  Sarah  Ann  has  been  taken  off. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

J.  MASON. 

Col.  Tbo8.  Barclay,  &c. 

C. 
Warbinotob,  January  90, 1813* 

Sir:  i  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  the  De- 
partment, that,  on  the  arrival  at  Quebec  of  the 
American  prisoners  of  war  surrendered  at  doeens- 
town,  they  were  mustered  and  examined  by  Brit- 
ish oflicers  appointed  to  that  duty,  and  everjr  na- 
tive born  of  the  United  Kingdoms  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  sequestered  and  sent  on  board  a  ship 
of  war  then  in  that  harbor.  The  vessel,  in  a  few 
days  thereafter,  sailed  for  England  with  those 
persons  on  board. 

Between  fifteen  and  twentjr  persons  were  thus 
taken  from  us,  principally  natives  of  Ireland,  sev- 
eral of  whom  were  known  by  their  platoon  offi- 
cers to  be  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  others  to  have  been  long  residents  within  the 
same.  One,  in  particular,  whose  name  has  es- 
caped me,  beside:^  having  complied  with  all  the 

*Bdfvard  Dick,  Thomai  Rodgers,  Adam  Taylor, 
Jdtn  Gaol,  Michael  Pluck,  and  Qmigp  G.  BobeHa. 


eonditk>A8  of  our  naturalization  lam^  waa  ram- 
sented  by  his  officers  to  have  left  a  wife  and  five 
children,  ail  of  them  born  within  the  State  of 
New  York. 

I  distinctly  understood, as  well  from  the  officera 
who  came  on  board  the  prison-ship  for  the  above 
purpose,  as  from  others  with  wnom  I  remon- 
strated on  this  subject,  that  it  was  the  determina- 
tion of  the  British  Government,  as  expressed 
through  Sir<3leorge  Prevost,  to  punish  crefy  maa 
whom  it  might  subject  to  its  power,  found  in 
araaa  asaitist  the  British  King,  contrary  to  hia  na- 
tive al&giattce. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4po. 

W-  SCOTT, 
LimL  CoL  U.AfidamUMrff. 

Hon.  Ssorbvart  or  Wab. 

LoNDONj  Motrdk  1, 1819. 

Sir  :  Annexed  you  have  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Henry  Kelly,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  twenty- 
two  persons.  He  states  that  they  are  all  oitizeiM 
of  the  United  States,  and  have  wives  and  chil- 
dren there  ;  that  they  were  taken  last  October^ 
in  Upper  Canada,  and  that  they  were  sent  to  this 
country  because  they  were  born  within  the  Brit- 
ish dominions.    I  am,  respectfully,  dtc. 

R.  Q.  BEASLBY. 

To  the  Secrbtart  of-Statb. 

On  boaro  H.  M.  SBipflAMrB, 

LTiBQiAT  tbbJIobb,  Fbb.  6,  1813. 

Sib  :  Thb  is  to  inform  yeu  of  iheBBdfr''iMmied 
twenty-three  American  soldiera  beionping  to  the 
13th.  6th,  and  1st  regimenuof  the  Umted  Slates' 
armies.  We  were  taken  on  the  18th  of  OelobWt 
in  Upper  Canada*  The  reason  of  their  sendiai^VB 
twenty*three  here  is,  we  were  bora  in  ihe  Brttiab 
dominions,  though  we  are  all  citaeasof  the  Uai* 
ted  States, and  have  our  wivesand  children  thece^ 
We  are  ia  a  very  miserable  sitnalaon  for  elothtagi 
having  drawn  no  wiater  dotbes  before  we  waie 
taken.  We  therefore  hope  you  will  eaad  Ba  jobm 
relief  to  shelter  us  from  the  iaeiaBMnay  of  alM 
weather. 

Sir,  Iremaki  year  obedient  servant, 

Sir,  these  are  the  names  of  my  feilow-su£krera : 
Henrv  Blaney,  Gteofge  McCammon,  Joha  HoIp 
ton,  Michael  Cot^in,  John  dark,  J^eter  ^orr, 
Andrew  Doyle^John  McGk>wan,  James  Qill,  John 
Fulsum,  Patrick  McBraharty,  Matthew  Mooney, 
Patrick  Karns,  John  Fitzserald,  Joha  Wilev.leha 
Deaneily,  John  Curry,  Mthan  Shaley,  WwBvi 
MeOamgan,  John  Dinae,  John  WilUams,  Qearge 
Johason. 

Mr.  R.  G.  Bbablbt. 

Wab  Dbpabtmbnt,  Mty  15, 1818. 
Sib:  Tou  will  herewith  receive  the  copy  of  a 
letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  bf  B. 
Q.  Beasley,  Esq.,  our  commiasary  of  priaonen  ia 
London,  by  which  it  appears,  that  twenty-tbree 
sotdiere  of  the  1st,  Gth^aod  13th  r^menta  of  the 
United  States'  infantry,  made  priaoneri  dmimg 
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Um  iaai  esmpugQ  ia  Upper  Caimda,  have  been 
MDt   10   BfiglaM   io   eoofiBtraent,  as   British 


coo  are  therefore  hereby  comoiaoded  to  put 
into  close  confiaemeDt  twenty-three  British  sol- 
dkrt,  to  be  kept  as  hostages,  for  the  safe  keeping 
«ad  restoration  (on  exchange)  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  United  States  who  hare  been  sent  as  above 
stated  to  England. 

So  soon  as  this  order  shall  have  been  executed, 
fo«  will  communicate  the  reasons  of  it  to  the 
Britiah  ComroaDder-in-chief  in  Canada. 

Very  respectfully,  dtc. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

To  Major  General  Dbabborn. 

HflAnaUARTERS,  MoilTRBAL, 

October  17, 1818. 

Sir  :  HaTing  transmitted  to  His  Majesty's  Gor- 
erameot  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  on  the 
31st  of  May  last,  by  Maior  General  Dearborn,  in 
which  it  is  stated  that  ^  the  American  eommis- 
mxj  ofprisoners  in  London  had  made  it  known 
to  nis  Government  that  twenty-three  soldiers  of 
the  1st,  6th,  and  13th  regiments  of  United  States' 
iofantty,  made  prisoners,  had  been  sent  to  Eng- 
landy  and  held  in  close  confinement  as  British 
sQb)ects.  and  that  Major  General  Dearborn  had 
receired  instructions  from  his  Government  to  put 
into  close  confinement  twenty-three  British  sol- 
diers, to  be  kept  as  hostages  for  the  safe-keeping 
and  restoration,  on  exchange,  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  United  States,  who  had  been  sent,  as  above 
stated,  to  England ;  and  that,  in  obedience  to  those, 
instructions.  General  Dearborn  had  put  twenty- 
three  British  soldiers  in  dose  confinement,  to  be 
kept  as  hostages ;"  I  hare  now  the  honor  of  ac- 
quaintingyou,  that  I  have  received  the  instruc- 
tions of  His  Majesty's  Government  distinctly  to 
Mate  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  that  I  have  received 
the  commands  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  forthwith  to  put  in  close  confinement 
fbrty-sfz  American  officers  and  non-commissioned 
officers,  to  be  held  as  hostages  for  the  safe-keeping 
of  the  twenty-three  British  soldiers  stated  to  nave 
been  put  in  close  confinement  by  order  of  the 
American  Government. 

I  have  been  directed  at  the  same  time  to  apprize 
you^  that,  if  any  of  the  said  British  soldiers  shall 
aofier  death  bv  reason  that  any  of  the  said  soldiers 
of  the  Unitea  States,  now  under  confinement  in 
England,  have  been  found  guilty,  and  that  the 
known  law,  not  only  of  Great  Britain,  but  of 
every  independent  State,  under  similar  circum'* 
stances,  has  been  in  consequence  executed,  that 
I  have  been  further  instructed  to  select  out  of  the 
American  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers 
isiuMi  I  ahali  have  put  into  conAoement.  as  many 
aa  may  double  the  number  of  the  British  soldiers 
who  shall  have  been  so  unwarrantably  put  to 
death,  and  to  cause  such  officers  and  non-couirois- 
sioned  officers  to  sufi*er  death  immediately.  I  have 
been  further  instructed  by  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  notify  to  you,  for  the  inibroaation  of  the 


Gtovernment  of  the  United  Slates,  that  the  com- 
manders of  His  Majesty's  armies  and  fleets  on 
the  coasts  of  America  have  received  instructions 
to  prosecute  the  war  wirh  unmitigated  severity 
against  all  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  and  against  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  if,  after  this  communication  shall  have 
been  made  to  you,  and  a  reasonable  time  given 
for  its  being  transmitted  to  the  American  Gov- 
ernment, that  Government  shall  unhappily  not 
be  deterred  from  putting  to  death  any  of  the  sol- 
diers who  now  are,  or  who  may  hereafter  be,  kept 
as  hostages  for  the  purposes  stated  in  the  letter 
from  Major  General  Dearborn. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  considera- 
tion and  respect,  your  Excellency's  obedient,  hum- 
ble servant, 

GBORGE  PRSYOST, 
14,  Gen.  and  ConCdor  tftke  Fortu. 

His  Exc'y  Maj.  Gen.  WiuuNaoif. 

Extmel  of  a  letter  ft«m  Mi^or  Genera!  James  WUkfai- 
aon  to  LJantenant  Oeaeral  8k  George  Prevoit 
HaanuoARTBRB,  Grbnadibr  IsLAim, 
November  1, 1813. 
I  yesterday  evening  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  letter  of  the  17th  past,  and  shall  immedi- 
ately transmit  a  copy  of  it  to  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States. 

I  forbear  to  animadvert  on  the  acts  of  our  supe- 
riors, whatever  may  be  their  tendency ;  but  yoa 
must  pardon  me  for  taking  exception  to  an  ex- 

Eression  in  four  letter.  The  GoveriMnent  of  the 
Fnited  States  cannot  be  "  deterred"  by  any  con- 
siderations of  life  or  death,  of  depredations  or 
conflagration,  from  the  faithful  discharge  of  its 
duty  to  the  American  nation. 


Opfiob  Comm'rt  Gbn'l  op  Pribmiirb, 
Wabhinqtosi,  Nov.  18, 1813. 

Sir:  This  despatch  will  be  deliverad  or  for- 
warded to  you  bv  Major  Richard  Graham  of  the 
army.  You  will  be  pleased  to  deliver  to  him  all 
the  commissioned  enemy  officers  in  your  charffe, 
belonging  to  any  of  their  land  troops  not  militta, 
whether  captured  on  land  or  on  board  their  vee- 
eels.  They  are  to  be  immediately  marehed  under 
guard  to  Frankfort,  in  Kentucky,  and  their  sub- 
sistence money  to  cease  from  the  time  you  so  de- 
liver them,  z  on  are  particularly  requested,  how 
ever,  to  give  them  all  the  aid  in  your  power,  and 
to  «ee  justice  done  them  in  the  settlement  of  their 
accounts  of  their  boarding  houses,  and  in  the  de- 
livery of  their  baggage,  «c.  You  will  use  the 
requisite  precautions,  in  concert  with  Major  Gra- 
ham, to  hold  up  the  disclosure  of  this  measure 
until  all  the  officers  designated  are  secured  by 
him.  You  will  then  inform  those  gentlemen 
that  this  measure  has  been  forced  on  us  by  the 
recent  treatment  of  our  officers  held  by  the  enemy 
in  Canada.    I  am  air,  d^c. 

J.  MASON. 

Thomas  Steele,  Esq., 

DepuiifMarihalofOhio, 
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Opfiob  Comm'rt  Qen'l  op  PaiSOltERS, 
Washinoton,  Nov.  23, 1813. 

Sir  :  Id  order  to  secure  a  sufficient  number  of 
hostages  to  answer  in  their  persons  for  the  pro- 
per treatment  of  a  certain  number  of  American 
officers  now  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  on  whom 
the  British  authorities  have  recently  threatened 
to  exercise  a  severity  unknown  in  civilized  war- 
fare,  and  outraging  humanity,  I  am  coro^ianded 
by  the  President  to  instruct  you  to  place  forth- 
with in  close  confinement  all  the  British  com- 
missioned officers  of  everjr  rank  belonging  to 
their  land  service,  now  prisoners  of  war  within 
your  district,  and  safely  to  hold  them  until  fur- 
ther orders. 

By  the  last  returns  from  your  deputy,  Mr.  Mel- 
ville, there  are  supposed  to  be,  as  by  the  annexed 
list,  sixteen  persons ;  but  be  the  number  more  or 
less,  you  will  understand  the  whole  are  to  be 
embraced  by  the  present  order. 

The  place  of  confinement  is  left  to  your  dis- 
cretion; in  makioff  thisselecttoo,  hon^ever,  you 
will  endeavor  to  fix  on  a  town  wnich  will  offer 
a  sufficient  number  of  safe  and  decent  prison 
rooms  to  receive  those  officers,  without  ioconve- 
aiently  crowding  them ;  the  object  being  at  this 
time  to  hold  them,  with  as  little  suffering  on 
their  part  as  can  be  doae  consistent  with  security 
against  escape,  for  ultimate  measures  dependent 
on  the  conduct  of  the  enem]r  >  and  you  are  re- 
quested, for  the  better  ordering  of  the  first  ar- 
rangement, to  attend  in  person. 

By  this  same  mail  an  order  will  be  transmitted 
from  the  Department  of  War  to  General  Gush- 
ing, commanding  at  Boston,  requiring  him  to  act 
in  concert  with  yoQ  on  this  occasion,  and  to  fur- 
nish a  well  appointed  and  adequate  guard  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  the  prisoners  in  the  first 
instance,  moving  them  to  the  place  of  confine- 
ment, and  there  guarding  them  in  prison. 

You  will  at  once  perceive,  sir,  that  the  service 
now  required  of  you  is  of  an  important  and  deli- 
cate nature.  The  President  counts  on  your  zeal 
and  discretion  to  eiecute  it  with  promptitude,  and 
such  precautions  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent 
escapes,  which  may  possibly  be  attempted  by  some, 
although  on  parole;  to  which  end,  you  will  con- 
sult confidentially  with  General  Gushing.  Since, 
immediately  on  taking  them  into  close  custody, 
their  paroles  will  be  suspended,  then  also  must 
the  subsistence  money  be  stopped,  and  you  will 
make  arrangements,  in  some  regular  way  for  sup- 
plying, in  as  comfortable  manner  as  the  nature 
of  the  case  will  admit,  those  unfortunate  officers 
with  good,  wholesome  fare,  lodging,  firing,  &c.; 
having  always  regard  to  the  proper  economy. 

Tou  are  particularly  requested  to  make  as  early 
a  return  as  possible,  after  this  measure  is  exe* 
cated,  of  the  persons  confined,  descriptive  of  name, 
to  what  corps  belonging,  rank,  place  of  nativity, 
last  place  of  residence,  dbc. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  J.  MASON. 

Jamib  Princb,  Bsq^ 

MIdnhal  of  ManackuMm. 


OpPIOI  CoMJi'RT  Gsn'l  OF  PlIISOIflBS, 

Wasbinotoii,  iVbv.  24, 1823. 

Sir:  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  to  you  on  the  l8th  instant,*  und^r  cover 
to  Major  Graham. 

In  order  to  seeurie  a  sufficient  number  of  host- 
ages to  answer  in  their  persons  for  the  proper 
treatment  of  a  certain  number  of  American  ofii- 
cers  now  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  oo  whom 
the  British  authorities  have  recently  threatened 
to  exercise  a  severity  unknown  in  civilized  war- 
fare, and  outraging  humanity,  I  am  commanded 
by  the  President  to  instruct  yon  to  place  forth* 
with  in  close  confinement,  at  Frankfort,  in  year 
State,  all  the  British  officers,  of  whatever  rank, 
who  may  be  there  delivered  to  you  by  Major 
Richard  Graham  of  the  army,  as  contemplated 
in  my  letter  of  the  18th  instant;  and,  for  the  bet- 
ter making  the  first  arrangements,  yon  ara  r*> 
quested  to  attend  in  person  at  the  place,  at  the  time 
Major  Graham  shall  arrive  there  with  the  pris- 
oners. Frankfort  has  been  designated  as  the  place 
of  confinement  on  this  occasion,  because  it  was 
hoped  that  the  authorities  of  the  State  would 
accommodate  the  Ghivernment  with  ropms  in  the 
penitentiary.  The  Secretary  of  State  has  ad- 
dressed the  Governor  on  the  subject.  You  will 
be  pleased  to  make  application  to  his  Excellency 
to  that  end  in  its  behalf,  and  pray  leave  of  him  to 
occupy  in  that  building  as  many  safe  and  decent 
prison  'rooms  as  may  be  sufficient  to  receive 
these  officers,  without  inconveniently  crowding 
them ;  the  object  being  at  thi<  time  to  hold  them, 
with  as  little  suffering  on  their  part  as  can  be 
done  consistent  with  security  against  escape,  for 
ultimate  measures  dependent  on  the  conduct  of 
the  enemy. 

The  requisite  guard,  duly  appropriated,  will  be 
furnished  you  by  Major  Graham,  for  guarding 
the  prison.  You  will  make  arrangements,  in  the 
j-egular  way,  for  supplying,  in  as  comfortable  a 
manner  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit, 
these  unfortunate  officers  with  good,  wholesome 
fare,  lodging,  and  firing ;  having  always  regard 
to  the  proper  economy. 

You  will  at  once  perceive,  sir,  that  the  service 
now  requested  of  you  is  of  an  important  and  del- 
icate nature.  The  President  counts  on  your  zeal 
and  discretion  to  execute  it  with  promptitude, 
and  with  such  precautions  as  may  prevent  es- 
cape. You  are  particularly  requested  to  make  as 
early  a  return  as  possible,  after  this  measure  is 
executed,  of  the  persons  confined,  descriptive  of 
name^  to  what  corps  belonging,  rank,  place  of 
natif  ity,  last  place  of  residence,  dbc. 

I  am,  sir,  dbc.  J.  MASON. 

RoBBRT  Grockrtt,  Esq.,  MarshaL 


CdoDelBarehqr  to  the  ComauMafy  Gea'lef  Prteoaen. 
HARLra,  November  %^  18ia 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  his  Excellency  Lieutenant 

*  This  letter  was  a  daptteate  of  that  aent  to  Tkomas 
Steele,  Eaq^  depntj  anrshalof  Ohio. 
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Qe»Miil  Sir  George  Prevost,  OoFerpor  GeAerai 
aftd  conoiaodiog  His  Majesty's  forces,  on  the 
ttibjdct  of  Us  hayiog  cooaned  fprty-six  officers 
and  DOB-eonuaissionea  officers,  American  prison- 
ers of  war,  in  retaliation  for  twenty-three  British 
^isOiers  confined  in  prison  in  these  States,  by 
order  of  this  Govern  meat., 

If  it  is  the  wish  of  the  President  or  youseif  to 
be  p<wesaed  of  a  copy  of  Barl  Batharst's  letter 
reiierr^  to  in  the  enclosed  copy,  I  will  send  it 
wit^  pUasvre.  It  has,  however,  been  published 
im  the  American  newspapers,. taken  from  those 
poWi^ed  in  Canada. 

Bxtaaet  efalettur  from  Lieutenant  General  Sir  Qeorse 
Freveil  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barday.  - 

If ONTRBAL,  October  27. 1813. 

8ib:  fbave  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a 
eopf  of  a  despatch  i  have  received  from  Earl 
l^tniirst,  and  to  acqnaini  you  that,  in  obedience 
to  t]|0  orders  of  Hie  Nh^if^s  Governmeiit  there- 
in signified  to  me,  I  have  placed  twenty  officers 
and  tweirty-siz  non-commissioned  officers  of  the 
American  army,  whose  names  are  enclosed,  in 
dose  confinement.  Three  general  officers,  and 
twelve  other  officers  of  different  ranks,  according 
to  the  list  herewith  transmitted,  still  remain  at 
Qjndtec,  on  parole ;  but  the  remainder  of  the  sol- 
diers and  seamen,  amounting  to  about  five  hun- 
dred men,  I  have  thought*  fit  to^epd  to  Halffax, 
not  having^  the  means  of  providing  for  them  du- 
ring the  Wiater. 

Regretting,  as  I  sincerely  do.  this  necessary  act 
of  teveritv  and  retaliation,  which  I  have  com- 
manicated  to  Major  General  Wilkinson,  I  have 
thooffbt  fit  to  apprize  you  of  it,  that  you  may, 
shooid  any  representation  be  made  to.you  upon 
the  subject,  be  enabled  to  point  out  to  the  Amer- 
ican Government  the  cause  of  it,  and  the  means 
IB  its  power  of  relieving  those  who  are  suffering 
from  it,  by  the  immediate  discbarge  from  con- 
finement of  the  twenty-three  British  soldiers, 
prisoners  of  war^  so  unjustly  imprispned. 

SzMet  of  a  latter  ftom  Mi44?r  General  WilUnsen  to 
Lieutenant  Ge&end  0ir  Qeoiipe  Prevost 
Hbawiuartbbb,  M alone,  Dec.  3, 1613. 

SlB :  In  my  letter  to  yon  of  th^  1st  ultimo.  I 
Bvprized  yon  that  your  commanication  of  the 
I7th  of  0>etober  last  had  been  traAsmitted  to  the 
Piesident  of  the  United  States;  and  I  have  now 
ikt  honor  to  lay  before  yon  the  resalt. 

In  a  recent  commnnieation  from  the  War  De- 
partment, I  am  commanded  by  the  President  to 
make  known  to  you,  in  reply  to  your  letter,  and* 
for  the  information  of  your  Government,  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  adhering  un- 
nlterably  to  the  princijple  and  pnrpose  declared  in 
the  communication  of  General  Dearborn  to  you, 
on  the  subject  of  the  twenty-three  American  sol- 
diers, prisoners  of  war,  sent  to  England  to  be 
ened  as  criminals,  and  the  confinement  of  a  like 
number  of  British  soldiers,  prisoners  of  war,  se- 
lected to  abide  the  fate  o(iht  former,  has,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  step  taken  by  the  British  Gov- 
13th  Con.  Bd  Sxet.— 67 


eromeot,  as  now  communicated,  ordered  forty-six 
British  officers  loto  close  confinement,  who  wiU 
be  immediately  put  to  death  in  case  of  the  put- 
ting to  death  of  the  forty-six  American  officers 
and  non-commissioned  officers  ordered  into  close 
confinement  until  it  shall  be  known  that  the  for- 
ty-six American  officers  and  non-eommissioned 
officers  in  question  are  no  longer  coofioed. 

I  am  further  commanded  by  the  President  to 
advise  you,  for  the  information  of  your  Govern- 
tnent,  that  in  the  event  of  any, proceedings  of  the 
British  commanders  on  our  coast  as^aibst  the  in- 
habitants thereof  contrary  to  the  Ifiws  of  war 
observed  among  civilized  cau'ons,  as  threatened 
in  your  commnnieation  of  the  ITih  of  October, 
the  United  States  will  avail  themselves  of  the 
mjeans  in  their  power  for  such  exemplary  retali- 
ations as  may  produce, a  return  to  those  legiti- 
mate modes  of  warfare,  i^rom  which  no  other  eop- 
sideratlon  than  the  necessity  imposed  by  the  con* 
duct  of  the  enemy  could  ever  induce  them  to 
depart. 

Bxtract  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Qeom  Prevost,  coup 
manding  the  British  forces  in  Cansda,  to  Ifi^ 
General  Wilkinson.  .    « 

HBADaUABTfiBS,  MOBTBBAL, 

December  11, 1813. 

Sib;  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
Bxceilency's  despatches  of  the  3d  and  4th  in- 
stant. In  communicating  to  your  Excdlency, 
in  mjr  letter  'Of  the  17th  of  October  last,  the  re* 
taliatiag  measure  which  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment had  been  compelled  to  adopt,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  iraprisoument,  by  Major  General 
Dearborn,  of  twenty-three  British  soldiers,  as 
hostages  for  as  many  natural  born  subjects  of 
His  Majesty  found  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  in  arms  against  their  native  country,  I 
had  entertained  the  hope  that  the  American 
Government  would  have  been  induced  to  aban- 
don a  principle  not  recognised  by  any  of  the  other 
civilized  nations  of  the  world,  and  against  which, 
when  attempted  to  be  put  in  practice,  they  have 
all  invariably  resisted. 

I  regret  to  find  myself  disappointed  in  this 
just  expectation,  by  the  communication  made  by 
your  ESxcellency  of  the  determination  of  your 
Government  unalterably  to  adhere  to  th^e  nriii- 
ciple  and  purpose  decjared  in  the  letter  qf  Major 
General  piearborn  of  tIie31stof  May  last,  and  of 
its  having^  in  consequence^  directed  forty-six 
British  officers;  prisoners  of  war,  to  be  closely 
confined  until  the  forty-six  American  officers  and 
non-cominissioned  officers,  now  closely  confined 
at  Quebec  as  hostages,  shall  be  released. 

This  step  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  leaves  me  no  other  alternative  but 
that  of  directing,  and  which  I  have  accordingly 
done,  the  whole  of  the  American  officers  (inclu- 
ding the  general  officers)  now  on  their  parole  in 
these  provinces,  to  be  immediately  placed  in 
close  confinement ;  and  I  have  further  to  ac- 
quaint your  Excellency,  that  it  is  my  determi- 
nation to  put  into  close  confinetnent  every  Amer- 
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lean  officer  who  shall  hereafter  fall  into  tny 
power,  to  the  number  of  forty-six,  ioclasiye  of 
those  who  had  been  confined  prerioos  to  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  Excellency's  letter,  and  so  to  keep 
them  confined  until  I  shall  receive  the  further 
directions  of  His  Majesty's  Goyernment  on  this 
subject.  — 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Wilkinson  to 

Lieutenant  General  Sir  George  Prevost»  command* 

ing  the  British  forces  in  Canada^  dated 

HsADauARTERs,  Malonb,  Dec.  20, 1813. 

Sis:  Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  }.lth  in- 
stant reached  my  outpost,  on  Chateaugai,  the 
erening  of  the  18th,  and<:ame  to  my  hand  yes- 
terday.. 

I  regret  the  resolution  yon  ha?e  adopted  in  re- 
spect to  the  retaliatory  system  forced  on  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  the  United  States  by  the  resurrection 
of  dormant  pretenstona  which  had  ceased  for  a 
long  time  to  torment  mankind,  and  which  (vour 
Excellency  will  pardon  the  observation)  have 
not  been  invariaiblv  asserted  by  the  British  Qov- 
ernment.  Several  instances  might  be  quoted  t6 
support  the  fact ;  but  I  will  trespass  th^  remark- 
able case  of  the  late  Major  General  Charles  Lee 
only  on  your  Excellency's  attention,  because  it  is 
most  directly  in  point.  Some  tinie  after  the 
capture  of  that  officer  by  Colonel  Harcourt,  his 
exchange  was  demanded  by  Congress,  and  re- 
fused by  the  British  commander  on  the  express 
grounds  for  which  you  now  contend ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell, 
of  the  seventy-first  regiment,  and  five  Hessian 
field  officers,. were  thrown  into  ignominious  con- 
finement, as  hostages  for  his  safety;  and  here 
the  contest  terminated-^the  British  Government 
yieldinfl;  its  pretensions,  and  admitting  Qetieral 
Lee  to  be  exchanged  as  an  ordinary  prisoner  of 
war.  But  while  1  deplore  the  course  vou  have 
marked  out  for  your  conduct.  I  should  fail  in 
courtesy  if  I  did  not  acknowledge  my  obliga- 
iions  to  you  for  the  candid  avowal  of  your  inten- 
tions in  respect  to  the  American  officers  who 
may  hereafter  fall  into  your  bands,  because  this 
avowal  will,  I  flatter  myself,  constitute  their 
•afe^^uard  against  imprisonment. 

Extract  of  a  letter  firom  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  Commissaiy  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 
Harlem,  December  15, 1813. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy 
of  a  letter  received  yesterday  from  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Grant,  of  the  militia  of  Lower  Canada, 
dated  from  the  jail  at  Worcester ;  and  I  have  to 
request  you  will  inform  me  for  whom  the  nine 
British  officers  and  the  volunteer  mentioned  there- 
in have  been  placed  in  a  more  than  ordinary 
state  of  strict  retaliatory  confinement.  I  had  un- 
derstood from  you,  that  the  officers  and  men  on 
whom  you  intended  to  retaliate  for  the  fifty-nine 
soldiers  sent  to  England,  and  the  forty-six  placed 
in  close  confinement,  by  way  of  retaliation,  by 
his  Eioellency  Sir  Qeorge  Prevost,  were  those 


at  Newport  and  Chilieothe ;  and  I  am  eertain 
that  the  officers  now  in  jail  a^  Worcester,  wlio 
are  a  part  of  the  British  troops  captured  by  Com- 
modore Chauncey  on  Lake  OnUrio,  are  a  part  of 
the  British  prisoners  you  promised  me  should  be 
sent  from  Salem,  in  return  for  the  miliury  pri«- 
oners.  now  daily  expected  from  Nova  Scotia. 
Why  your  original  plan  has  been  changed,  and 
what  British  prisoners  are  intended  to  be  released 
by  you  and  sent  to  Halifax  for  the  Americana 
expected  a^  Salem,  are  questions  to  which  I  en- 
treat your  answer.  I  beg  also  to  be  informed  on 
what  principles  vou  have  directed  restrictions, 
independent  of  the  strictest  imprisonment,  to  be 
exercised  on  themi  and  whether  they  receive  the 
usual'  allowance  of  three  8hillin|;a  sterling  per 
day.  These  are  imi)ortant  questions  to  m  re- 
solved, and  admit  not  of  my  being  kept  in  aoa*' 
pense,  ^ 


WoROESTBR  Jail,  December  %  1813. 

Sir  :  From  the  tenor  of  your  letter  of  the  2dd 
of  October,  addressed  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  M^- 
ers,  I  was  led  to  expect  that  an  arrangement  for 
the  mutual  exchange  of  prisopers  had  been  oiade 
between  the  two  Qovernments,  by  which  the 
British  prisoners  then  in  the  United  States  were 
to  be  immediately  marched  to  Burlington  for 
that  purpose.  On  application  to  the  deputy 
marshal  at  Pittsfield,  I  was  informed  that  he  had 
received  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  Greneral 
of  Prisoners,  instructing  him  that  all  prisoners 
taken  after  the  5th  of  October  were  to  be  ex- 
changed by  the  way  of  Halifax.  It  was  in  vain 
I  complained  of  the  unreasonableness  of  this 
measure.  I  was  informed  that  the  arrangement 
was  decisive,  and  that  a  cartel  was  expected 
from  Halifax  in  a  short  time  for  that  purpose. 

Finding  that  it  would  he  useless  to  make  any 
further  remonstrance,  I  proceeded  to  Worcester 
on  my  parole,  that  I  might  be  enabled  to  take 
advanUge  of  the  opportunity  which,  I  was  in- 
formed, would  shortly  offer  for  my  exchange.  I 
have  now  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  by  an 
order  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I 
have,  with  the  undermentioned  officers,  been 
placed  in  close  confinement,  notwithstanding  the 
assur^ince^  which  have  been  so  frequently  made 
me  of  my  being  exchanged,  without  any  re^^ud 
to  my  being  a  militia  officer,  and  the  only  in* 
stance  of  the  kind  which  has  presented  itself  da- 
ring the  war.  that  of  a  militia  officer  being  even 
detained  in  the  United  States. 

Major  Villette,  Captain  Zehender, 

Lieutenant  Decenter^  ^ 

Lieutenant  Manuel,    >De  Watteville's, 

Lieutenant  Duval,      ) 

Lieutenant  Steele,  8.9th  regiment, 

Lieutenant  Carter,  royal  artillery. 

Mr.  Morris,  volunteer,  royal  artillery,    . 

Dep.  Asst.  Com.  Gen.  J.  C.  Green. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  sac- 
vant.  C,  WM.  GRANT, 

Lieut.  Col.  B.  M  L.  C. 

Thomas  Barolat,  Esq. 
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Harlem,  December  21, 1813. 

Sir:  In  my  letter  to  yon  of  the  15lh  current, 
I  stated,  in  addition  to  other  matters,  the  more 
than  ordinary  severity  of  the  treatment  Colonel 
Grant  and  the  nine  other  British  prisoners,  com- 
mitted to  Worcester  jail  by  the  Marshal  of  Mfis- 
aachnsetts,  experienced.  I  am  since  informed 
that,  in  order  to  render  their  situation  still  more 
unpleasant,  they  have,  with  the  exception  of  one. 
been  deprived  of  their  servants,  who  have  been 
marched  to  Boston  or  Salem  as  prisoners ;  and 
that  their  confinement,  in  evety  other  respect,  )s 
the  reverse  of  what  gentlemen,  even  under  sen^ 
tence  of  death,  ought  to  experience.  I  hope  this 
treatment  and  privation  have  been  exercised 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  American  (Govern- 
ment. 

The  treatment  which  the  American  officers  in 
close  confinement  within  His  Majesty's  colonies 
receive,  is  very  different,  and  in  every  particular 
as  liberal  and  comfortable  as  the  nature  of  th^ir 
imprisonment  will  permit.  In  proof  of  this,  I 
eDclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  pnblisned  some  days 
iinoe  in  the  Philadelphia  Gazette^  purporting  to 
be  a  letter  from  a  captain  in  the  United  States* 
service,  a  prisoner  in  Quebec,  to  his  father.  The 
letter,  I  consider,  bears  strong  marks  of  authen- 
ticity. 

Having  suted  the  treatment  that  British  pris- 
oners in  these  States,  and  American  prisoners  in 
His  Majesty's  dominions,  both  placed  in  strict 
eottfinement  on  retaliatory  principles,  receive,  it 
rests  with  your  Government  to  procure  a  contin- 
uation of  the  same  comforts  and  conveniences  to 
its  prisoners  which  they  now  enjoy,  by  imme- 
diatelr  directing  that  similar  indulgences  be  ex- 
tended to  British  subjects  in  these  States  under 
similar  circumstances;  or  to  compel  His  Majes- 
ty's Government  to  direct  that  the  same  severitv 
be  exercised  towards  American  prisoners  whicn 
Hia  Majesty's  subjects  experience  under  their 
eonilnement  in  these  States. 

Should  your  Government,  upon  this  represen- 
tation, think  proper  to  adopt  the  former  of  these 
alternatives,  you  will  be  pleased  to  return  me  the 
enclosed  letter.  On  the  contrary,  should  a  con- 
tinnance  of  the  severity  and  privation  be  consid- 
tnd  necessary  on  the  part  ot  the  United  States, 
permit  me  to  request  that  you  will  do  n>e  the 
UTor  to  forward  the  enclosed  letter,  by  a  flag  of 
tmce,  to  his  excellency  Lieutenant  General  Sir 
George  Prevost. 

A  return  of  the  servants  to  the  officers  is  neces- 
aary,  or  at  least  in  the  proportion  of  one  servant 
CO  two  officers.  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  re- 
questing an  answer  to  this. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Mason,  &c. 


Sxtraet  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissaiy  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thonfae  Barclay,  dated 

WASBiNOTOir,  December  26, 1813. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  jonr  inqoiries  of  the  15th 
iBttant,  relative  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gkant^ 


and  other  British  officers,  confined  in-  the  State 
of  Massac hus^ts,  (first  reminding  you,  as  you 
have  befbre  been  ap|vized,  that  it  has  been  oni- 
formly  the  practice  ot  this  Government,  in  mat* 
ters  of  retaliation,  to  execute  the  measure  in- 
tended before  any  official  communication  was 
made,)  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  these 
officers  have  been  so  placed,  to  answer,  in  part, 
for  the  safety  and  proper  treatment  of  the  forty- 
six  American  officers,  commissioned  and  non- 
commissioned, confined  in  the  common  jail  at 
daebec,  a  measure  announced  as  determined  on 
hj  the  letter  of  the  17th  October,  from  General 
Sir  George  Prevost  to  Major  General  Wilkinson, 
the  execution  of  which  was  made  known  to  me 
by  your  letter  of  the  26th  November.  Orders 
have  been  given  for  the  confinement  of  other 
British  commissioned  ofi^cers  in  Massachusetts 
and  elsewhere,  to  the  number  of  forty-six,  includ-> 
ing  those  named  by  you,  for  the  same  purpose. 
So  soon  as  the  returns  shall  be  received,  tiiey  will 
be  com^iunicated  to  you. 

The  reply  to  your  inquiry,  on  what  principle 
restrictions  have  been  directed,  independent  of 
the  strictest  iniiprisonment,  to  be  exercised  on 
your  officers,  is,  that  none  such  have  been  di- 
rected; and  as  t6  what  you  term  more  than  ordi- 
nary state  of  strict  retaliatory  confinement,  since 
you  have  not  been  pleased  to  furnish  me  with 
any  evidence  of  the  manner  in  which  our  officers 
have  been  treated  in  their  jail,  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  enter  now  upon  that  part  of  the  subject. 
I  will  assure  you,  however,  that  orders  were 

given  to  show  to  your  officers,  whose  close  con- 
nement  has  been  made  necessary  by  a  previous 
act  of  your  Government,  all  the  mildness,  and  to 
afford  them  all  the  accommodation  consistent 
with  their  unfortunate  situation;  and  that  the 
requisite  inquiries  have  been  made  as  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  intention  of  this  Government.  The 
paroles  of  these  officers  having  been  suspended,  ia 
lieu  of  the  three  shillings  sterling  per  day ,  directions 
were  given  to  supply  their  tables  with  good,  plain 
fare,  and  their  rooms  with  sufficient  fuel  and 
oomfpruble  bedding  i  and«  from  the  character  of 
the  nyirsfaal  in  ffhose  custody  they  are,  I  cannot 
doubt  that  tbis  1ms  been  done. 

You  could  never  iMtve  understood  froiQ  me,  sir, 
that  it  was  intended  to  retaliate,  at  any  given 
place,  for  the  tiolent  eonduct  of  your  Govern* 
meat  in  placing  in  lail  forty-aix  of  our  officers  aC^ 
doebec.  Tbis  highly  o£Ebnsive  and  novel  pro- 
cedure was.  not  known  in  this  country  at  the 
time  you  last  left  the  seat  of  Government,  and 
you  will  find  nothing  written  from  me  to  that 
effect*  There  is  no  donbt  that  the  British  officers 
now  imprisoned  at  Worcester,  in  Massachusetts, 
to  whom  you  allude,  make  part  of  the  troops  I 
proposed  should  have  been  sent  to  Halifax,  by 
return  of  the  British  cartel  which  you  engaged 
should  bring  over  to  Salem,  from  that  place,  such 
of  our  land  troops  as  had  been  carried  there  from 
QLuebec ;  nor  is  there  less  doubt  that  the  forty-six 
American  officers,  a  list  of  whom  you  have  fur- 
nished me  in  your  leuer  of  the  26th  November, 
are  part  of  the  American  prisoner  troops  yon  en* 
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_^^_  with  me  sboQld  be  immedialeljr  released 
__om  Oenada;  the  soldiers  and  non-commissioned 
oflleecs  to  be  delivered  on  the  lines,  and  the  com- 
miseioned  officers  to  be  paroled,  to  return  directly 
OB  the  reception  of  your  despatches  by  your  com- 
manding officer  in  Canada,  in  return  for  a  like 
amnber  to  be  released  to  you ;  with  which  ar- 
rangement your  commuiding  General  in  Canaift 
has  refused  to  e<Mnply,  erea  as  to  those  he  yet 
holds  there,  uainterfered  with  by  retaliatory  meas- 
ures. When  your  cartel  shall  arrire  from  Hali- 
fiut  with  American  prisoners,  I  shall  have  from 
the  adjacent  depots  a  corresponding  number  of 
British  prisoners  to  be  returned  by  her.  But  in 
the  uncertainty  of  a  disposition  according  With 
your  nrrangementSj.as  eyinced  by  the  late  experi- 
ment in  Canada,  it  is  certainly  best  for  your  pris- 
oneis,  and  most  prudent  on  my  pnrt,  that  ihey 
should  not  be  remored  until  we  are  more  cef* 
tainly  informed  of  the  coming  of  our  prisoners. 

Office  Comm'by  Gen'l  of  Prisoners, 
Washington,  Dec.  36, 1813. 
.  Sir  :  In  your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  trans- 
mitting copy  of  a  letter  from  Sir  George  Prevost 
of  the  27th  October,  and  a  list  of  forty-six  Ameri- 
can officers  confined  in  jail  at  duebiec,  you  offer 
to  furnish,  if  desired,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Barr  Bathurst  to  Sir  George  Prevost;  as  that 
paper  forms  part  of  the  documents  in  the  case  to 
which  your  communication  has  reference,  I  will 
thank  you  to  send  it  to  me. 

Returns  of  all  the  prisoners,  confined  In  retali- 
ation in  this  country,  shall  be  sent  you  as  soon  as 
they  can  be  made  complete.    I  have,  dtc. 

J.  MASON. 

Col.  Thomas  Barclay,  dtc. 

Offios  Coioi'ry  Gbn'l  op  Pribonbrs, 
Wabhinqtoii,  Dec*  29, 1813. 

Sib:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  l^lst  kist, 
I  heff  leave  to  assure  you,  that  it  is  very  far  from 
the  mtention  of  this  Government,  or  the  desire  of 
any  of  iu  officers  charged  with  that  painful  ser- 
vice, to  cause  to  be  felt  by  British  officers  con- 
fined in  retaliation  for  thie  American  officers  put 
in  jail  in  dueheo,  more  iaeonvenienee  than  has 
been  made  necessary  by  the  conduct  of  the  enemy 
IB  regard  to  our  officers,  on  whose  accooat  they 
are  so  held» 

Before  you  advanoed  such  a  declaration  as  the 
following:  "I  am  since  informed  that,  in  order 
to  render  their  situation  still  more  unpleasant, 
they  have^  with  the  exeeption  of  one,  been  de- 
prived of  their  servants,  who  have  been  marched 
to  Boston,  or  Salem,  as  prisoners;  and  that  their 
confinement,  in  every  other  respect,  is  the  reverse 
of  what  gentlemen,  even  under  the  sentence  of 
death,  ought  to  experience.  I  hope  this  treat- 
ment and  privation  have  been  exercised  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  American  €k>vemment  ^'^ 
it  i^  to  be  regretted  that  you  had  not  taken  pains 
to  have  been  better  informed.  The  unfortunate 
sitnatioB  of  these  gentlemen  is  sincerely  to  be 
lamented;  when  confined  in  a  jail,  howerer,  you 


must  see  the  impostibilitv  of  making  them  as 
comfortable  as,  from  their  habits  and  rank  in  life, 
would  be  otherwise  desirable.  But  that  they 
have  been  treated  with  unnecessary  severity  is 
positively  denied,  as  having  been  in  any  degree 
directed  or  countenanced  bv  the  Government,  nor 
is  it  believed  as  practised  by  the  officer  in  whose 
charge  they  are.  Tou  might,  sir,  at  least,  on  this 
occasion,  have  refrained  from  attributing  unwor- 
thy motives.  If  their  servants  have  been  witk- 
drawn,  they  shall  be  restored  so  soon  as  it  is  as- 
certained tnat  our  officers,  closely  confined,  re- 
ceiv,e  that  accommodation.  It  is  the  intention  of 
this  Government  to  make  their  situation  in  every 
respect  similar  to  that  of  our  officers  held  in  pris- 
on, and,  to  that  end,  we  shall  be  very  glad  to  re- 
ceive from  you  any  information  you  may  be  able 
to  communicate;  but  you  must  permit  me,  sir,  to 
say,  that  we  caiinot  take  the  anonymous  news- 
paper paragraphs  yoir  have  sent  for  authoritfr  on 
that  subject. 

You  will  remark,  sir,  by  the  documents  sent 
you  in  my  letter  of  yesterday,  that  Colonel  Gard- 
ner, our  agent  at  Q^uebee,  has  been  refused  per- 
mission to  visit  them;  he  may,  therefore,  not 
have  been  able  to  give  me  any  infortnation  about 
their  situation.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^. 

J,  MASON. 

Col.  Thomas  Barci^at,  &c. 


I,  Timothy  Whiting,  of  Lancaster,  in  the  county 
of  Worcester,  do  testify  and  say,  that  beioff  at 
Worcester  on  the  day  oi  the  com(mitment  ottbe 
British  officers,  (meaning  those  who  had  beeuat 
Worcester  on  parole;)  I  heard  the  marshal  direct 
Doctor  Lincoln  f  his  iceputed  agent  for  taking  care 
of  prisoners)  to  be  particularly  careful,  and  we 
that  they  wete  treated  with  ffreat  humanity,  and 
well  provided  with  good  and  wholesome "provia- 
ions,  bedding,  dbc«  The  marshal  appeared  v6ry 
solicitous  that  the  humanity  of  the  United  Staties 
should  not  suffer  from  any  neglect  ia  this  respeet ; 
and  he  observed  to  Doctor  Lincoln,  that  by  the 
cartel  three  shillii^s  sterling  per  day  was  »!• 
lowed  to  each  gentleman  for  subsistence^  and  he 
presumed  there  would  be  no  objection  to  his  al- 
lowing to  the  extent  of  four  dollars  per  weak; 
that  it  was  not  intended  that  these  officers  should 
he  served  with  prison  beds,  as,  for  this  addltioaal 
sum,  the  jailor  would  provide  good,  comfortable 
beds  for  them.  This  was  fully  acquiesced  in  by 
Doctor  Lincoln  and  myself  and  our  official  aita- 
ation,  as  county  officers  connected  with  the  jail, 
enabled  us  to  know,  and  to  state  to  the  marshal, 
that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  jailer  to  furoiah 
as  good  bedding  as  is  generally  found  in  the  best 
public  houses  in  Worcester,  and  we  had  no  doubt 
of  the  jailer's  humane  disposition.  These  obaer- 
vations  were  made  to  the  marshal,  from  the  soli- 
citude he  discovered  to  have  the  officers  treated 
with  all  the  kindness  and  atteation  which,  he 
said,  he  thought  was  due  to  men  so  peculiarly 
situated  as  these  officen  were,  and  which  coald 
be  done  consistent  with  their  safe-keeping. 

TIMOTHY  WfllTWa 
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Lak  0A8TBR,  Jan.  24, 1814. 

Worcester,  m. 

Then  Timothy  Whiting,  Esq.,  personally  ap- 
peared, and  made  solemn  oath  to  tne  abo¥e  dep- 
osition by  him  snbscribed. 

Before  me,  JOSIAH  PLAGG, 

Juftice  of  the  Peace. 

Extract  of  a  lelter  from  Colohel  Barclay  to  the  Cem- 
mistary  General  of  Prisoners. 

January  6, 1814. 

AfieeaUy  to  yonr  reqnest  of  the  26th  oitimo, 
I  enclose  a  copy  of  Earl  Bathurst'a  letter  to  Ldea- 
tenant  QeoenU  Sir  Qeorge  Prerost  of  the  l^th 
of  August. 

Downing  Stbest,  Aug.  12^  1813. 

Sib:  I  Imtc  had  the  honor  of.  receiving  yoor 
^eqmuk  No.  66,  of  the  6th  June,  enclosing  a  let- 
ter addressed  to  your  Excellency  by  Major  Qenr 
m$X  Dcnffborn,  In  this  letter  it  is  stated  that  the 
Anorivan  Commissary  of  Prisoneia  in  London 
hnd  made  it  kiK>im  to  hia  GoTemment.  that 
Iwtety-three  soldiers,  of  the  firs^  sixth,  ana  thir- 
laoatk  tegimonts  United  Stater  iaihntrir,  made 
prisoters,  hnd  been  sent  to  fingland,  an^held  in 
akae  eofBAnement  as  British  subjects;  and  that 
i^jor  General  Dearborn  hnd  leoeiyed  instioo- 
tioBs  from  his  Gorernnient  to  pat  into  elOse  oon- 
faemant  iwenty^thcee  Brttith  soldieiv,  to  be  kept 
m  koauiges  for  tba  safe-kceping  and .  restoration, 
in  exehanffe,  of  the  soldiers  of  the  United  States 
%bo  fmd  beeii  sent,  as  abore  stated,  to  Enj^land ; 
ad  Geaeml  Dearborn  apprises  you,  that,  m  obe* 
dkaee  to  thoae  instrnetioDs,  he  had  pat  twenty* 
three  Btltish  soldiers  in  close  confiaement^  to  be 
heflt  as  hoatages. 

The  persons  refened  to  in  this  letter  were  sol* 
dtaa  serring  in  the  Amerieon  army,  taken  pris* 
oaem  at  ttneenstown,  and  sent  home  by  you,  that 
tlaey  jnicht  be  disposed  of  according  to  the  pleas* 
um  of  Uis  Royal  Hiffhness  the  Prinee  Re^t, 
tkey  hnring  dedorea  tkemseires  to  be  British 
born  subjects.  Toar  BxeeUeney  has  been  di- 
leeted  lo  send  honae  the  neoessof  y  evidence  anon 
^kk  point  nod  they  are  held  in  eustodjr  to  under- 
go a  legal  trial. 

Yomwill  lose  no  time  in  communieoltng  to 
Major  Qenenl  Dearbon  that  yoa  hafe.transmit* 
ted  home  a  copy  of  his  lelter  to  you,  and^  that  yon 
Ofe,  in  eottseqoenee,  instrncted  distinctly  to  state 
to  hun  that  yoa  have  reeeired  the  oommands  of 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  forth- 
with to  put  in  close  confinement  forty-six  Ameri- 
oas  officers  and  non-commifsioned  officers,  to  be 
held  as  hosta^fes  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  twen- 
ty-three British  soldiers  stated  to  haTe  been  put 
m  close  confinement  by  order  of  the  American 
Qovetament }  and  yon  wiH,  at  the  some  time,  ap- 
iniBe  him  that,  if  any  of  the  said  British  soloiers 
moU  suffer  death,  by  reason  that  the  soldiers  now 
under  coBfioement  here  hare  been  found  guilcy, 
mid  that  the  known  law,  not  only  ef  Great  Brit- 
tto,  but  of  ef  ery  independent  State,  onder  simi- 
lar enroamstanees,  his  b«en  in  eooseqdenceeae- 


ented,  you  have  been  instructed  to  select  out  of 
the  American  officers  and  non-commissioned  offi** 
cers,  whom  you  shaH  have  nut  into  close  cooffiie- 
ment,  as  many  as  may  dooMe  the  nnmber  of  Brit- 
ish soldiers  who  shall  hate  been  so  unwarrant- 
ably put  to  death,  and  cause  such  officers  and 
non-commissioned  officers  to  suffer  death  imme- 
diately. 

And  you  are  further  instructed  to  notify  to  Ma- 
jor General  Dearborn,  that  the  commanders  of 
His  Majesty's  armies  and  fleets  on  the  coasts  of 
America  hate  received  instructions  to  prosecate 
the  war  with  unmitigated  severity  against  oH 
cities,  towns,  and  villages,  belonging  to  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  and  against  the  inhabiunts  thereof, 
if,  after  this  com  mimication  shall  have  been  duly 
mftde  to  Major  General  Dearborn,  and  a  reason- 
able time  given  for  its  being  transmitted  to  the 
American  Government,  that  Government  shall 
unhappily  not  be  deterred  from  patting  to  death 
any  of  the  soldiers  who  now  are,  or  who  may 
hereafter  be,  kept  os  hostajges.  for  the  purposes 
stated  in  the  letter  from  Muor  General  Dearoorn. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  £c. 

BATHURST. 

To  Sir  Gboboo  pRKvoeT,  Bart.  fc. 

Extract  of  a  letter  ^om  the  Commissary  Qeneral  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay. 

Washihotom,  Jian.  26, 1814. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  )tonor  to  enclose  you  extracts 
of  letters  lately  received  from  Oolonel  Cfardner, 
American  agent  for  prisoners  in  Canada^  to  wit : 
o&e  of  the  l^th  of  Noyember  and  17th  of  Decem^* 
her,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  him  of  the  10th 
of  December,  accompanied  by  copies  of  a  cor- 
respondence between  him  and  General  Glasgow, 
to  say,  of  the  8th  and  9th  of  December  from  Col* 
onel  Gardner,  and  of  the  9th  and  10th  from  Gen- 
eral GUksgow. 

By  these  yoo  will  perceive  that  now  the  Ame- 
rioan  agent  is  barred  altogether  from  visiting  any 
prisoner  in  eonflnea(ient.and  that  when  he  is  per- 
mitted even  to  go  into  the  lower  town  of  dnebee, 
where  no  prkoners  are  held,  to  purchase  any  ar^^ 
tides  or  transact  anv  business  for  them,  he  is 
guarded  and  restricted  to  a  few  hours. 

In  consequence  of  the  last  paragraph  of  the  let- 
ter from  Colonel  Gardner  of  the  17th  of  Decem- 
ber, and  the  rdaxation  of  the  commanding  offi- 
oer  in  Canada,  towards  some  of  oar  officers,  f  have 
with  pleasure  found  nvjself  enabled  to  ameliorate, 
in  a  aerree,  the  sitiuition  of  your  officers  of  cor* 
responding  rank.  I  have  instrncted  the  Marshal 
of  Kentucky  to  offer  to  the  British  field  officers 
now  confined  at  Frankfort  a  parole^  restrictinjg 
them  to  such  hooses  and  their  premises  as  tbey 
can  most  conveniently  be.  located  in ;  in  this  or- 
der I  have  included  Majors  Chambers  and  Muir, 
understanding  that  they  are  majors  by  brevet,  and 
Captain  Crowther,  because  he  has  his  fkmiiy  with 
him;  to  his  lady  and  two  small  children,  who,  I 
understand,  compose  his  family,  I  have  directed 
to  be  paid'  subsistence  equal  to  one  and  a  half  of 
the  sum  of  the  allowance  to  officers  of  the  rank 
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of  her  husbaod,  to  wit:  at  the  rate  of  four  thil- 
lings  and  sixpence  sterlinir  per  dair. 

f  eoeloae  yoa  a  list  of  all  the  officers  now  con- 
fined in  the  State  of  Kentucky ;  so  soon  as  I  can 
receire  the  reports  from  the  other  marshals,  they 
shall  he  famished. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners. 

January  27, 1814. 
I  am  directed  to  acquaint  yon  that,  if  it  is  the 
wish  of  your  Grorernment  to  release  the  whole  or 
«  part  or  the  officers  and  men  now  in  confinement 
on  retaliatory  measures,  on  its  releasing  British 
prisoners  so  confined,  a  similar  number  of  Ameri- 
can prisoners  under  the  same  kind  of  confine* 
ment,  and  of  the  same  rank,  shall  be  forthwith 
released  in  Canada  and  Nora  Scotia,  and  be  suc- 
ceeded by  an  immediate  exchange. , 

£xtract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Cobnel  Thomas  Baictay. 

Fbbruart  3, 1814. 

In  your  letter  of  the  27th  of  January,  you  state 
that  you  are  directed  to  acquaint  me,  that  if  it  is 
the  wish  of  this  Qovernment  to  release  the  whole 
or  a  ptrt  of  the  officers  and  men  now  in  confine- 
ment on  retaliatory  measures,  on  the  release  of 
British  prisoners  so  coBfined,-a  similar  number  of 
American  prisoners  under  the  same  kind  of  con^ 
finement^  and  of  the  same  rank,  shall  be  forthwith 
released  in  Canada  and  Nora  Scotia. 

If  vou  mean  that  all  officers  and  men,  pdson- 
ert  or  war^  on  either  side,  who  have  been  confined 
in  retaliation,  or  for  whose  confinement  measures 
of  retaliation  have  been  resorted  to,  shall  now  be 
releasetd  by  both  Qorernments,  your  proposition 
will  be  promptly  assented  to ;  or  if  it  is  meant 
that  leaving  in  each  case  which  has  occurred, 
thoee  who  constituted  the  first  step  of  rigorous 
confinement  on  each  side,  to  stand  tne  one  desig- 
nation against  the  other,  and  to  release  all  others 
held  in  retaliation  by  either  nation,  it  will  be  as 
readily  agreed  to,  and  stipulated  that  exchanges 
for  those  so  released,  according  to  rank  and  equiv- 
alent, shall  immediately  follow. 

If  I  hare  understood  you  correctly  as  to  either 
mode  of  proceeding  on  this  important  subject, 
I  am  instructed,  sir,  lo  inform  you  that  this  Oot- 
emment  will  enter  with  the  least  possible  delav 
on  such  arrangements  as  may  be  found  best  cal- 
culated to  relieve  thesufierin^  of  the  unfortunate 
persons  implicated  on  both  sides. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 

February  10, 1814. 

Your  letter  of  the  4th  instant  I  have  received. 
I  had  hoped  I  had  expressed  myself  with  so  much 
perspicuity  in  my  letter  of  the  27th  of  January, 
that  my  meaning  would  have  heen  perfectly  un- 
derstood by  you. 

If  you  will  examine  that  letter,  you  will  find 


the  proposal'  therein  contained  to  relate  to  a  sen- 
erai  exchange  of  all  the  prisoners  of  war,  includ- 
ing those  under  confinement  on  retaliatory  prin- 
ciples. In  answer  to  your  question,  whether  it 
was  intended  to  include  in  my  proposal  to  yoa 
"those  for  whose  confinement  measures  of  retal* 
iation  have  been  resorted  to,"  I  beg  leave  to  say 
it  was  not. 

With  respect  to  characters  of  that  description, 
I  have  no  authority  to  make  any  proposition. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 

Prisoners  to  Thomas  Steele,  Esq.,  Deputy  Manhal 

of  Ohio,  dated 

Wasbuioton,  Jan.  29, 1814. 

It  has  become  necessary,  in  order  to  meet  by 
corresponding  measures  the  treatment  used  by  the 
enemy  towards  oOr  officers  in  their  power,  to  eon- 
fine  all  British  officers  remaining  in  your  cue* 
tody. 

I  enclose  you  a  despatch  from  the  Department 
of  War  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Campbell,  com- 
manding officer  at  Chilicothe,  requesting  nim  to 
furnish  an  officer  and  guard  to  conduct  saftly  ta 
Kebtucky  such  of  the  British  officers  as  you  mtj 
deliver  him.  You  will  keep  the  contents  of  thia 
despatch  entirely  to  yourself,  until  yon  see  and 
deliver  the  despatch  to  Colonel  Campbell,  and 
you  will  consult  confidentially  with  nim  aa  to 
the  measures  to  be  taken  to  secure  all  the  offieerc 
before  iany  alarm  is  excited,  in  order  to  prerent 
escapes. 

By  your  last  returns  it  appears  that  you  hrid, 
of  the  army,  two  cadets;  of  the  navy,  five  Ke»> 
tanants,  two  masters,  three  midshipmen,  and  six 
masters'  mates. 

These  and  other  officers  or  cadets  of  the  Brit- 
ish army  or  navy  you  may  hold,  of  rank  not  lower 
than  those  designated,  if  I  should  have  mia* 
taken  your  returns,  are  by  order  of  the  President 
immediately  to  be  placed  in  close  confinement, 
and  delivered  to  Colonel  Campbell,  to  be  con«> 
ducted  to  Frankfort,  in  Kentucky,  there  to  be  da- 
livered  to  the  Mnrshal  of  that  State. 

You  will  be  pleased,  as  requested  in  the  former 
order  on  a  similar  occasion,  to  conduct  this  pro- 
ce4ure  with  all  the  humanity  and  tenderness  th« 
case  may  be  susceptible  of,  guarding  alwaya 

X'nst  risk  of  escape;  and  yon  will  pay  all  tM 
era  up  the  arrearages  due  to  the  time  that  the 
paroles  are  suspended,  and  see  every  justice  dose 
them  in  settling  their  accounts,  dxs.,  with  the  in** 
hahitanu. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  the  Marshd  of  Massachusetts,  dated 

Februabt  8, 1814. 
The  British  authorities  at  duebec  and  Halifax 
havinff  thought  proper  to  confine  closely  a  nira^ 
her  otofficers,  (over  and  above  the  fortyrsix  firat 
confined  at  wiebec,)  on  plea  of  retaliation  for 
their  officers  confin^  in  the  United  States,  to  be 
held  for  the  safety  and  proper  treatment  or  thcaa^ 
1  am  commanded  by  the  Preudent  to  inatraet 
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yoo  to  confine  closely  at  Pittsfield,  and  to  place 
onder  military  guard  all  the  officers  British  pris- 
oners who  may  have  been  returned  by  your  dep- 
uty^ Major  Melville,  from  Burlington,  Vermont, 
to  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  a  list  of  whose 
names  was  forwarded  you  yesterday,  presumed 
in  number  to  be  nineteen  or  twenty.  You  will 
be  pleased,  as  in  similar  cases,  and  as  heretofore 
recommended,  to  inform  t^ie  officers  the  cause  of 
their  confinement,  and  to  do  all  that  may  depend 
on  you  to  make  their  situation  as  comfortable  as 
possible  consistent  with  safety  against  escape* 

Bztrmct  of  a  letter  from  the  CommitssTy  €?eneral  of 
Prisooen  to  James  Prince,  Esq.,  Marshal  of  Massa- 
ehnsetti^  dated 

February  22, 1814. 

In  mine  of  the  11th  I  requested  my  order,  as 
to  the  confinement  of  the  officers  to  be  returned 
from  Burlington  to  Cheshire,  to  be  suspended.  I 
hare  before  me  yours  of  the  14th,  informing  me 
of  the  prompt  measures  you  had  taken  to  execute 
imr  order  of  the  8th;  as  I  had  advised  Major 
Kfelville  by  the  same  mail  of  my.  intentions  to 
sospend  the  order  for  a  few  days,  it  is  probable 
they  were  not  executed  i  but  be  this  as  it  may,  I 
have  now,  by  command  of  the  President,  to  re- 
quire yoa  to  deliver  over  to  Major  Sizer,  to  be 
•oodttcted  by  such  route  as  he  may  prefer,  avoid- 
ing always  any  military  work  or  maritime  city^ 
to  be  conducted  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and 
there  to  deliver  to  the  Marshal  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  will  be  apprized  of  their  coming,  all  the 
British  prisoner  officers  in  your  citstody,  whether 
heretofore  confined  or  not,  with  the  exception  of 
t^e  field  officers^  who  I  understood  to  be  Colonel 
drant,  Major  Villette,  and  Major  Joseph  Powell ; 
to  these  you  will  ofier  the  form  of  specific  parole 
as  hostages,  sent  you  in  my  letter  of  the  29th  of 
Jaooary ;  and,  if  accepted,  take  one  firom  each, 
and  assign  them  to  some  particular  house  and 
premises  io  the  town  of  Cheshire;  if  not  accept- 
ed^ arrest  either  of  them  not  so  accepting,  and  send 
him  on  to  Philadelphia  with  the  other  officers. 

The  officers  I  understand  thus,  under  this  order, 
to  be  sent  on  to  Philadelphia  or  paroled^  will  be 
the  seven  returned  in  your  list  of  the  14th  in- 
stant. 

Four  returned  in  Major  Melville's  list  of  the 
24th  of  December,  confined  at  Lenox. 

Nineteen  returned  in  Major  Melville's  list  of 
the  29th  of  January,  as  seat  from  Burlington. 

Two  naval  officers,  shown  in  your  late  returns, 
on  parole,  viz:  Lieutenant  Carpenter  and  one 
midshipman. 

It  is  not  meant,  however,  by  this  designation, 
to  exclude  anv  others  of  similar  description  I 
may  have  overlooked.  Captain  James  S.  Tyeth, 
iateaded  to  have  been  confined  al  Lenox  with  the 
oiher  four,  was  reported  by  Major  Melville  to  be 
In  too  bad  a  state  of  health  to  be  in  confinement ; 
if  he  stin  remains  so,  he  may  remain  at  Cheshire 
oo  ordinary  parole. 

JOHN  BIASON. 

J.  Pbinob,  Mirekalj  fc 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  John  Smith,  Esq.,  Marshal  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, dated 

Febrvart  23, 1814. 
Sift :  The  conduct  of  the  enemy  in  confining 
piany  of  our  officers  prisoners  in  their  hands 
on  the  plea  of  retaliation  for  certain  hostages  des- 
ignated and  confiaed  in  the  United  States,  to  an- 
swer for  the  oroper  treatment  and  safety  of  a  like 
number  of  American  prisoner  soldiers,  separated 
from  their  fellow  prisoners,  and  sent  to  England 
for  trial,  has  imposed  upon  the  Government  the 
necessity  of  confining  British  officers  in  our  power^ 
equal  in  number,  to  be  held  responsible  for  eVery 
improper  treatment  of  the  enemy  towards  our 
officers. 

I  am  commanded  by  the  President  to  require 
that  you  will,  immediately  after  the  reception  of 
this  letter,  suspend  the  paroles  of,  and  place  in 
close  connnement,  all  the  British  commissioned 
officers  of  the  army  or  navy,  or  midshipmen^  or 
masters,  or  master's  mates  in  the  navy  now  in 
your  custody  within  the  State  of  Pennsylvaniai 
not  suffering  from  wounds  or  sickness,  except 
Lieutenant  Lovesay  of  the  Jaseur,  reported  m 
yours  of  the  17th  Januarjr,  who  happens  to  stand 
for  the  present  in  a  peculiar  situauon :  there  are 
presumed  to  be  three  at  Pituburff,  and  a  few  at 
Lancaster,  the  number  not  preeisdy  known ;  but 
be  they  more  or  less,  this  measure  is  to  reach 
them  all,  except  the  Lieutenant  before  mentioned^ 
as  the  numbers  now  within  your  State,  in  addi« 
tion  to  those  directed  to  be  confined  in  other 
States,  will  not  exceed  that  which  is  now  required 
by  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

Yon  will,  sir,  so  conduct  the  procedure  on  your 
part,  that  no  knowledge  of  the  intention  or  the 
uovernment  on  this  subject  shall  be  given  nntil, 
at  each  place  where  there  may  be  such  officers 
in  your  State,  the  arrest  is  ready*  under  proper 

Srecautions  to  be  made,  and  the  persons  of  the 
British  officers  secured.  In  order  that  escapes 
may  be  effectually  guarded  against,  those  who 
may  be  at  Pittsburg  you  will  instruct  your  deputy 
to  bold  in  confinement  there ;  those  at  Lancaster, 
or  any  place  not  more  distant,  you  will  remove 
under  a  sufficient  guard,  in  carriage^  to  PhiadeK 
phia,  and  confine  them  in  that  city. 

So  soon  as  the  arrest  takes  place,  the  parole  be- 
ing suspended,  the  subsistence  money  is  also  sns* 
pended ;  and  you  will  provide  the  officers  in  each 
case  with  comfortable  plain  fare,  suitable  to  their 
ranks  in  life,  for  subsistence  3  and  you  will  di* 
rect  at  Pittsburg,  and  provide  in  Philadelphia,  in 
the  places  destined  for  their  confinement,  on  the 
best  terms  you  can,  comfortable  rooms,  with  stoves 
or  fire-places,  and  such  beds  and  furniture  as  will 
be  convenient  and  proper,  so  as  they  may  not  be 
too  crowded,  to  be  conveniently  subsisted:  and 
you  will  allow  to  each  field  officer  fif  any)  one 
servant  to  each,  and  to  each  four  others  one  ser- 
vant each ;  the  servants  to  be  taken  from  the 
prisoner  soldiers,  or  paid  by  the  officers ;  to  be 
confined,  however,  in  the  walls  of  the  jail,  and  to 
have  no  intercodrse  from  without.  You  will  aK 
low  to  the  officers  the  means,  through  prqptt ' 
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ebannels,  of  sending  out  to  procure  anything  of 
a  proper  nature  for  tneir  use,  and  the  use  of  books, 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  ^c;  but  you  will  permit  no 
person  to  see  or  converse  with  them  but  in  the 
presence  of  yourself  or  one  of  y6ur  officers.  a1)d 
Will  allow  no  written  paper  or  letters  to  pass  to 
or  from  them,  unless  first  inspected;  and  you 
will  take  particular  care  that  nothing  is  introduced 
by  them,  or  conveyed  to  them,  that  may  facilitate 
escape. 

You  tirill,  having  thus  taken  every  possible 
means  to  prevent  escape,  do  all  that  may  depend 
on  you  to  make  the  situation  of  these  unfortunate 
officers  as  comfortable  as  the  nature  of  the  case 
will  admit,  and  treat  them  with  as  much  tender- 
ness and  humanity  as  possible ;  and  you  are  re- 
duested  to  explain  to  them  the  cause  of  their  con- 
nnement,  to  inform  them  that  the  Government 
has  reluctantly  taken  such  steps,  forced  on  it  by 
(he  conduct  of  the  enemy  in  regard,  to  our  officers 
held  by  them. 

Officb  Comm'rt  Gbn'l  of  PaisoNEftSy 
WA8BI1I0T0N,  Feb.  28, 1814. 

Sot:  WkcD  I  returned  you,  on  the  26t^  of  Jan* 
vary,  a  list  of  British  offiicers  confined  in  Kentucky, 
bacanse  of  the  attempt  to«Beape  madefy  several 
of  (hose  who  had  been  confined  in  Massachusetts, 
I  was  not  able  to  locertain^  by  any  report  i  then 
ImkI,  with  sufficient  precision,  the  nqmher  and 
B&mes  of  tbos«  held  there.  I  have  now  the  honor 
to  enclose  you  a  return  of  thirty-nine  British  ci" 
ficars,  originally  confined  in  retaliation,  in  part, 
for  the  forty-six  Ameriean  officers  and  noncom- 
missioned officers  imprisoned  in  October  last  at 
Qiiiebec ;  of  these,  four  have  effected  their  escape, 
as  shown  at  foot,  and  fodr  other  British  officers 
luLve  been  ordered  into  ooafineinent  to  replace 
them ;  of  the  remaining  thirty*five,  twenty-four 
were  confined  in  Kentucky,  and  eleven  in  Massa- 
chnsetts,  as  pointed  out  in  the  Hst.  You  will  be 
pleased  to  remark,  that  this  list  includes  the  one 
sent  you  on  the  26th  January,  and  contains,  so 
fiftr  as  that  went,  the  ^me  names. 

At  the  time  ot  the  act  of  ^our  Government  at 
Auebee  which  produced  tms  st^  of  retaliation 
on  our  part,  twenty-K)dd  British  omcers  had  been, 
as  I  have  before  informed  you,  advanced  to  Bar- 
liDften,  towards  the  completion,  on  our  part,  of 
tKe  engagement  entered  into  with  you  last  Fall. 
Desirous,  under  these  circumstances,  when  it  was 
mtde  known  that  some  of  our  officers  remained 
uninterfered  with  at  Quebec,  by  the  rigid  mea- 
stttes  adopted  by  Sir  George  Prevosc,  thst  some 
of  our  prisoner  soldiers  also  were  yet  there,  over 
aoid  above  those  shipped  off  to  England  or  to 
Halifax,  to  leave  the  British  officers^  so  advanced 
on  parole,  (and  in  what  was  thoueht  would  be 
the  most  acceptable  situation,)  to  be  oflH^red  in 
exchange  against  the  American  officers  then  on 
parole  at  Quebec,  it  was  determined,  although 
the  number  designated  at  that  time,  in  retaliation 
for  the  forty-six  American  officers  confined  at  Ckoe- 
ImNi,  was  snort  of  the  nambers  reooired  here,  and 
that  the  British  officers  sent  to  JBurliogton  pre- 


sented themselves  as  the  most  proper  perisbns  from 
whom  to  make  the  selection  or  the  numberyet  re- 
quisite, in  the  spirit  of  conciliation,  to  save  them 
untouched  by  the  retaliatory  system,  until  the|jr 
should  have  bfeen  so  offered  in  exchan^.  Thu 
having  been  done,  with  a  full  explanation  to  Sir 
George  Prevost,  and  rejected  by  him,  and  it  having 
beeh  ascertained  that  both  at  duebec  and*Hali&x, 
a  second  series  of  American  officers  had  been  con- 
fined, amounting  in  number  to  at  least  fortv-six, 
orders  have  been  given  in  Massachusetts,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Ohio,  to  copfine  an  additional  num- 
ber of  British  officers,  including  those  who  had 
been  sent  to  Burlinaton,  in  order  to  complete 

i^with  the  deficit  in  the  Itst  now  sent,  aminst  the 
orty^ix  arrested  b^  your  officers)  the  whole  num- 
ber of  ninety-two,  in  the  hope  the  <|uthorities  of 
your  Government  did  pot  persist  in  holding  in 
confinement  with  those  first  arrested  to  a  greater 
amount. 

On  this  subject  I  want,  information,  atid  will 
thank  you  to  inform  me  particularly  whilt  has 
been  the  course  taken  hj  your  officers  at  Clueb^ 
and  Halifax.  I  am  advised  by  Colonel  Gardner 
at  Ctuebec,  that,  in  the  second  step  taken  there 
in  relation  to  our  officers,  ten  were  confined  at 
du^bec.  I  am  without  any  precise  informatioh 
whereby  to  be  gioverned  at  this  time. 

By  the  letter  from  your  agent  for  prisoners^  of 
the  20th  December,  which  you  sent  me,  I  find 
that  all  the  American  officers,  military,  naval, 
and  of  private  maritime  service,  to  the  number 
of  sevettty-two,  had  been  confined,  and  that  it 
was  intended  to  go  on  to  arrest,  to  make  op  the 
number  of  ninety-two  ;  that  afterwards,  so  many 
of  these  as  came  over  in  the  Analostan,  and  LietH 
tenant  Budd,  were  released.  In  another  part  of 
the  same  letter  it  is  stated  that  fofty-one  Amer- 
ican officers  remained  confined  on  tioard  the  ship 
Malabar.  Mr.  Mitchell,  our  agent  at  Halifax  was 
so  ill  at  his  house  in  the  country,  where  he  had 
been  confined  for  a  considerable  time,  that  in  his 
short  letters  of  the  last  of  January,  by  the  Bostoek 
cartel,  he  merely  refers  to  a  general  Kst  sent  him 
by  Mr.  Miller,  of  the  prisoners  at  HaliAix,  by 
which  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  whedier  there 
were  thirty-one  or  forty-seven  American  officers 
at  that  time  in  confinement  at  Halifax. 

So  soon  as  the  returns,  under  the  last  orders 
for  confinement  of  Brifisn  officers  in  retaliation, 
for  those  long  ago  confined  at  Cluebec  and  Hali- 
fax, are  received,  they  shall  be  eomminicated  to 
you.  *" 

I  havb  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yotir  most  obedient 
servant,  J.MASON. 

Col.  Thomas  Baeclat,  d^;. 


BLADBNSBURa,  MatcK  10, 1814. 
Sir  :  Agreeably  to  the  reqaest  contained  ia 
your  letter  of  the  dSth  of  last  month,  I  enclose  you 
a  copy  of  Lieutenant  MiUeHs  letter  to  m^  on  tbe 
subject  of  American  offieers  in  dose  confinetncnt 
at  Halifax,  with  a  list  of  their  names— seventeMi 
military  and  firarteen  maritime  officers.  These 
I  believe  to  be  the  whoi^  in  close  coofiiteflieDt  a 
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Htlifax.     Abo,  a  list  of  twenty  officers  and 
twenty-six  noD-commissioDed  officers,  American 
prtsoners,  confined  at  Claebec.    This  is  the  only 
Hst  of  officers  confined  atfto^bec  in  my  possession. 
THOMAS  BARCLAY. 
General  Masok,  d:^. 
D. 
H.  M.  Ship  Poictisrs,  May  8,,  1813. 

Sir  :  I  am  sorry  I  am  under  the  necessity  of 
detaining  John  Stereos  and  John  King,  late  of 
the  Vixen,  in  coBsequenee  of  their  l>eing  British 
sobjects.  I  am,  sir,  &c. 

J.P.BERESFORD. 

To  Lieutenant  Dratton. 

Na7T  Dbpartmrnt.  May  17, 1813, 
Sir  :  Yoa  are  authorized  and  instructed  to  ad- 
dress a  letter  to  Admiral  Sir  John  Borlase  War- 
ran,  representing  the  following  facts  and  determi- 
nation,  viz :  that  a  part  of  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  late  United  States'  brig  Vixen  were  r^urn- 
ing  from  Jamaica  on  parole  as  prisoners  of  war,. 
aim  entering  the  Delaware,  when  Commodore 
Bereaford  caused  them  to  bebrotightDu  board  the 
Poietiera,  and  detained  until  a  part  of  the  crew  of 
thftt  ship,  whom  he  demanded  in  exchange,  were 
seat  down  from  Philadelphia ;  that  ultimately  he 
detained  John  Stevens,  carpenter,  and  Thomas 
King,  seaman,,  two  of  the  aforesaid  crew  of  the 
Vixen,  on  the  plea  of  their  being  British  subjects 
as  appears  by  a  letter  from  Coamodore  Beresford 
to  Lieutenant  Drayton,  late  first  of  the  said  brig 
Vixen  'j  and  that  you  are  commanded  explicitly 
to  declare  that,  in  retaliation  for  the  violent  and 
unjust  detention  of  the  said  John  Sterens  and 
f  homes  King,  the  Gorerament  of  tbe  United 
States  wilt  ioraiediatdy  cause  four  British  sub- 
jects to  be  selected  and  held  in  duress,  subject  to 
^  same  treatment,  in  aU  respecto,  that  ike  said 
Jo^n  Steteas  and  Thomas  King  OMy  receive  du- 
mg  their  detention. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  Admiral'k  inawer,  vou 
wM  communicate  the  same  to  me  without  deny. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c. 

W.  JONES. 
Gbar^rs  Stewart,  Esq., 
Oomnumiing  noffol  qfieer^  ?hrfioik  Va, 

U.  S.  FRIGATE  Constellation, 
OFF  Norfolk,  May  20, 1813. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  to  your 
Excellency  that  a  part  of  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  late  United  States'  brig  Vixen,  returning 
from  Jamaica  on  parole  as  prisoners  of  war,  were, 
on  entering  the  Delaware,  taken  out  of  the  flag 
of  truce  by  Commodore  Beresford.  commanding 
on  that  station,  and  detained  until  a  part  of  the 
erew  of  the  Poictiers.  then  prisoners  at  Philadel- 
pbia,  were  demanded  by  him  and  sent  down  in 
exchange ;  that  ultimately  he  detained  on  board 
the  Poictiers  John  Stevens,  carpenter,  and  Thomas 
King,  seaman,  late  of  the  united  States'  brig 
Vixen,  on  plea  of  their  being  subjects  of  His  Brit- 
annrie  Majesty. 


This  violation  of  the  rights  of  prisoners  on  pa- 
role is  so  contrary  to  the  usage  of  civilized  nations, 
that  I  trust  your  Excellency  will  give  such  in- 
structions upon  that  head  as  will  prevent  a  simi- 
lar violation  in  future. 

I  have  it  in  command  from  my  Government  to 
state  to  your  Excellency,  that,  in  retaliation  for 
so  violent  and  unjust  a  procedure  on  the  part  of 
Commodore  Beresford,  in  detaining  the  above 
Mr.  John  Stevens  and  Thomas  King,  four  sub- 
jects of  His  Britannic  Majesty  will  be  immedi- 
ately selected  and  held  in  durance,  subject  to  the 
same  treatment,  in  all  respects,  which  may  be 
shown  towards  the  aforesaid  twopersons  durinir 
their  detention.  I  hope  your  Excellency  wiH 
give  this  subject  your  earliest  attention,  and  direct 
the  release  of  Mr.  Stevens  and  Thomas  King, 
who  have  been  so  improperly  detained  on  board 
the  Poictiers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

CHARLES  STEWART,, 
Commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S. 
na^ml  forces  at  Norfolk, 

Rt.  Hoii.  Sir  John  Warren, 

Admiral  qftke  Blue^  f  c. 

H.  B.  M.  Saip  Marlborouqh, 
In  Ltnnbaven  Bat,  May  21, 1813. 

Sir  :  In  the  absence  of  Sir  John  Warren,  I  have 
the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter under  date  of  the  20th  current,  complaining 
of  the  conduct  of  Commodore  Beresford  towards 
some  American  prisoners  of  war  returnin(f  t0 
Philadelphia  on  parole,  and  of  his  having  detained 
on  board  the  Poictiers  Mr.  John  Stevens  and 
Thomas  King. 

No  report  of  these  circumstances  has  yet 
reached  Sir  John  Warren  or  myself  from  Com- 
modore Beresford,  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  as- 
suring you,  sir,  that  every  inquiry  would  have 
been  made  into  them,  and  every  satisfaction  and 
explanation  thereon,  which  the  case  might  have 
required,  would  have  been  offered  to  your  Govern- 
ment and  myself,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  threat  with  which  your  represen- 
tation on  this  subject  is  accompanied ;  the  tenor  of 
which  being  likely  to  produce  an  entire  change  in 
the  aspect  of  our  communications,  and  particularly 
in  what  relates  to  individuals  whom  the  fate  of 
war  has  placed  within  the  power  of  our  respective 
nations,  it  totally  precludes  the  possibility  of  my 
now  entering  further  into  the  subject  than  to  as- 
sure you  your  letter  shall  be  transmitted  t6  the 
right  honorable  the  Commander-in-chief  by  the 
earliest  opportunity ;  and  whenever  bis  answer 
arrives,  it  shall  be  forwarded  to  vou  without 
delay.    I  have  the  the  honor  to  be,  »c. 

a.  cbcKSUim. 

Captain  Stewart,  &c. 

Orriota  Comm'rt  Chm'L  op  Prisonbrs,    • 
WA89IN0T01C  May  38, 1814. 
Sir:  The  President  has  ordered  that  four  Brit- 
ish subjects  be  designated  as  hostages  for  the 
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safety  of  John  Sleyent,  carpentex,  and  Thomas 
Ein^,  seamao,  late  of  the  United  States'  brig 
Vixen,  prisoners  of  war,  and  returning  on  parole 
from  Jamaica,  violently  detained,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  this  month,  when  entering  the  Delaware, 
by  Commodore  Beresford,  on  the  plea  of  their 
being  British  subjects. 

You  will,  immediately  on  reception  of  this  let- 
ter, select,  by  lot,  from  among  the  British  priso- 
ners of  war  in  your  custody,  aqd  belonging  to 
King's  ships,  (taking  special  care  to  avoid  the 
ten  men  of  the  Querriere's  crew  lately  released 
by  you,)  four  men,  two  carpenters^  or  of  the  rank 
of  carpenter  as  near  as  may  be,  and  two  s^men ; 
place  them  in  duress,  and  hold  thenx  in  close  con- 
nneipent,  subject,  by  future  orders,  to  the  same 
treatment,  in  all'  respects,  that  the  said  John 
Stevens  and  Thomas  King  may  receive  during 
their  detention. 

So  soon  as  you  have  made  the  selection,  you 
are  required,  by  an  early  communication,  to  give 
me  the  names  and  description  of  the  hostages, 
and  of  their  place  of  confinement. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  6ui, 

J.  MASbN. 

Jambs  Princb,  Esq., 

Marshal  of  Ma8$achu$ett$. 


OmbE  Comm'rt  Qbu'l  of  PaisoNEgs, 
Washington  June,  10, 1813. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  copy  of 
a  letter  from  Captain  Stewart,  commanding  the 
United  States'  naval  forces  at  Norfolk,  dated  the 
20th  of  May,  to  Admiral  Warren,  and  that  of  a 
letter  from  Rear  Admiral  Cockburn,  dated  21st 
of  May,  in  replv,  relative  to  a  most  unjustifiable 
act  of  Commodore  Beresford,  as  to  part  of  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  late  United  States'  brig 
Vixen,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware.  Leaving 
the  general  question  of  the  ii^terference  of  Com- 
modore Beresford  with  these  prisoners  of  war 
returning  on  parole,  and  the  exaction  made  by 
him  in  consequence  of  the  irregular  power  thus 
assumed,  on  the  ground  on  which  Captain  Stew- 
art has  very  properly  placed  it,  I  will  remark 
that  Captiin  Stewart  was  ceruinly  misappre- 
hended ny  Admiral  Cockburn,  in  attributing  to 
him  the  intention  of  conveying  a  threat  as  to 
the  final  detention  of  two  of  the  American  pris- 
oners. On  the  contrary,  the  expression  used  by 
Captain  Stewart  communicates,  in  very  plain 
terms,  the  decision  of  this  Gbvernment,  then  al- 
ready made,  that  four  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
subjects  should  be  immediately  selected  and  held 
in  durance,  subject  to  the  same  treatment,  in  all 
respects,  &c.  And  I  have  now  to  inform  you, 
sir,  that,  in  virtue  of  this  decision,  and  by  an  or- 
der from  this  office,  the  Marshal  of  Massachusetts 
has  designated,  ana  placed  in  close  confinement, 
William  Kitto,  carpenter,  and  Henry  Bedding- 
field,  boatswain,  of  the  late  British  packet  Swu- 
low,  and  John  Squirrell  and  James  Russell,  sea- 
men, of  the  Dragon  74,  subjects  of  His  Britannic 
Mijestv,  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  safety  of 
John  Stevens,  carpenter,  and  Thomas  King^  sea- 


man, part  of  the  crew  of  the  late  United  States' 
brig  Vixen. 

I  flatter  myself,  sir,  that  this  subject  will  com- 
mandyour  early  attention,  and  that  you  will  cause 
the  officer  and  seaman  of  the  Vixen  to  be  imme- 
diately released  and  returned  to  this  country, 
according  to  their  destination  when  taken  from 
the  cartel.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

J.  MASON. 

Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  4bc. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barday  to 
the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 

JCNB  15, 1813. 
The  subject  of  your  letter  of  the  10th  (the  de- 
tention of  King  and  Stevens  hy  Commodore 
Beresford)  is  a  matter  not  committed  to  me  by 
my  Government.  It  is  of  the  first  consequence, 
and  on  which  the  two  nations  have  Ions  enters 
tained  very  difierent  opinions.  Although  in  or- 
dinary cases  of  American  prisoners  of  war  arrir* 
ing  from  British  ports  to  these  States,  wherein 
either  the  whole  or  a  part  of  them  may  have 
been  detftined  by  the  commander  of  one  of  Hie 
Majesty's  ships  of  war.  it  would  be  my  duty  to 
request  information  wny  the  prisoners  were  de- 
tained, still,  in  the  present  instance,  as  your  letter 
to  me,  and  Captain  Stewart's  letter  to  his  Bx* 
cellency  Sir  John  Borlase  Warren,  whereof  you 
have  sent  me  a  copy,  develop  the  cause  of  deten- 
tion, I  cannot  intenere  without  goinff  into  the 
merits ;  in  doing  which  either  Admiru  Sir  John 
B.  Warren  or  Commodore  Beresford  might  with 
propriety  question  my  authority. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissaiy  General  of 
Prifonen  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dated 

AuQUST  25, 1813. 

I  have  the>honor  to  inform  you  that  I  yesterday 
directed  the  Marshal  of  Massachusetts  to  restore 
to  the  ordinary  state  of  prisoners  John  Squirrdl 
and  James  Russell,  seamen,  late  of  the  British  74 
ffun  ship  Dragon,  held,  as  I  informed  you  in  my 
letter  of  the  18th  of  June,  to  answer  for  the  safety 
and  proper  treatment  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy 
of  Thomas  King,  seaman,  of  the  United  Statea' 
late  brig  Vixen.  King  having  lately  made  hia 
escape  from  confinement  in  Bermuda,  and,  at  the 
imminent  risk  of  his  life,  arrived  alone  in  an  open 
boat  on  our  coast,  and  reported  himself  to  his  offi- 
cers, although  he  was  not  released,  it  has  been  de- 
termined, for  the  sake  of  humanity,  not  to  regard 
the  manner  in  which  he  has  been  restored  to  hia 
country,  and  to  relieve  at  once  from  anxiety  and 
rigid  confinement  the  two  British  seamen  so  held 
on  his  account. 

£. 
Navy  Yard,  Cbarlestown, 

Ju$ie  3, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  de- 

Rosition  respecting  the  inhuman  treatment  which 
Ir.  Nichols,  late  commander  of  the  private  armed 
ship  Decatur,  belongiog  to  Newburyport,  has  re* 
ceived  from  the  British  Government  at  Barba- 
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does.  I  haye  been  credibly  informed  that  Cap- 
tain Nichols  it  a  rerjr  respectable  and  correct  man ; 
therefore,  a  fair  presamption  that  he  has  not  com- 
mitted himself  in  such  a  manner  as  oaght  to  de- 
priTe  him  of  the  established  rights  of  a  prisoner 
of  war.  Any  measure  which  the  Qotremment  of 
our  eoaotry  may  see  proper  to  adopt  in  conse- 
quence of  this  determination,  I  shall  readily  at- 
tend UK    I  hare  the  honor  to  oe,  &e. 

WM.  BAINBRIDQE. 
Hob.  WiLLUM  Jomes,  Sec^ry  Navy. 

LJames  Foot,  of  Newburyport,  in  the  county 
of  JSssez  and  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
mariner,  testify  and  depose  that  I  was  a  prize- 
master  on  board  the  private  armed  brigantine 
Decatur,  of  Newburyport,  in  her  late  cruise,  Wil- 
liam Nichols,  commander;  that«  on  the  18th  day 
of  January  now  last  past^  the  said  brigantine  was 
captured  by  His  Britannic  Mtjesty's  frigate  Sur- 
prise, commanded  by  Captain  Cochrane,  and  car- 
ried into  Barbadoes.  After  our  arriral  in  Bar- 
badoes^  Captain  Nichols,  with  the  other  officers 
of  the  Decati^r,  were  paroled.  About  two  months 
aAer  oar  arrival,  His  Britannic  Majesty's  frigate 
Vesta  arrived  in  Barbadoes,  and,  through  the  in- 
fluence of  the  commander  of  the  Vesta,  Captain 
Nichols^  without  any  known. or  pretended  cause, 
was  arrested  and  heid  in  close  confinement,  with- 
ont  liberty  to  speak  to  any  of  his  officers,  or  any 
other  American.  The  place  where  Captain 
Nichols  was  confined  was  about  four  feet  in 
width,  and  seven  feet  in  length,  on  board  a  prison 
ship,  where  he  remained  for  thirty-four  days,  as 
nearly  as  I  can  recollect,  and  was  then  taken  on 
board  His  Majesty's  ship  Tribune,  and  carried  to 
England.  What  the  cause  of  the  unwarrantable 
ana  unjustifiable  bonduct  of  the  enemy  towards 
Captain  Nichols  was,  I  am  uoable  to  state.  There 
were  several  reporte  in  circulation ;  one  was,  that 
he  was  to  be  carried  tp  England  and  held  a  pris- 
oner until  the  release  of  certain  men  in  France 
from  whom  Captain  Niohols  recaptured  his  ves- 
sel, which  had  been  taken  by  the  British  before 
the  commencement  of  the  present  war  between 
the  two  countries.  Another  report  wi^s,  that  he 
was  to  be  held  until  the  close  of  the  war.  on  ac* 
count  of  his  having  been  active  against  tne  ene- 
my since  the  commencenient  of  hostilities^  and 
having  been  fortunate  in  a  former  cruise. 

JAMES  FOOT. 
Commonwealth  of  MassaohdsbttSj 
Essix,  M.- 

On  this  thirtT-first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
teen^ personally  appeared  Jamea  Foot,  the  sub- 
scriber to  the  foregoing  deposition,  and  made 
aelemn  oath  that  the  same  is  true. 

JACOB  QERRISH,  J.  P. 

Office  Comm'ry  Qbn'l  of  Prisonibs, 
Wabbimoton,  June  21, 1813. 
SiB :  Immediately  on  reception  of  this  letter. 
yooare  requeated  and  instructed,  by  command 
oi  the  President,  to  designate  two  masters  of  pri- 


vate armed  ^ips,  or  of  merchantmen,  British 
subjects,  and  pruoners  of  war,  the  first  io  prefer- 
ence, if  yoa  or  the  Marshal  of  Maine  have  such 
in  your  charge,  to  place  them  in  close  confine- 
ment, aud  to  hold  them  for  further  orders  from 
this  office,  to  answer  for  the  safety  and  proper 
treatment  of  Captain  William  Nichols,  late  mas- 
ter of  the  private  armed  brigantine  Decatur,  of 
Newburyport,  who  was,  when  a  prisoner,  paroled 
at  Barbadoes  last  Spriug,  unjustifiably  and  in- 
humanly confined  on  board  a  prison-ship  at  that 
glace  for  more  than  a  month,  and  then  sent  to 
England,  in  similar  confinement,  aboard  one  of 
the  enemy's  armed  ships. 

I  shall  write  to  the  Marshal  of  Maine,  and  re- 
quest him,  if  necessary,  to  act  in  conjunction  with 
you  on  the  subject 

You  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  this  letter 
to  Commodore  Bainbridge,  who  has  been  good 
enough  to  interest  himself  in  this  matter  of  na- 
tional feeling  and  justice,  and  to  concert  with 
him  the  proper  measures ;  and,  so  soon  as  the 
order  it  executed,  to  give  me  the  names,  descrip- 
tion, and  places  of  confinement  of  the  two  per- 
sons designated.  If  there  be  more  than  two  of 
the  proper  character  from  whom  to  designate, 
the  designation  should  be  made  by  lot. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

J.  MASON. 

Jamsb  Princb,  Eso., 

Manhal  qfrnaMackuHtta. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  Commissary  General  of  Prisonera,  dated 

Jolt  3, 1818. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  at  all 
tiknes  consider  it  my  duty  to  ftive  you  the  earliest 
information  in  my  power  of  the  detention  or  con- 
finement of  any  of  the  officers  of  the  United 
States'  Army  and  Navy,  private  armed  vessels 
or  merchantmen,  with  the  reasons,  as  fkr  as  comes 
to  my  knowledge.  I  hope  to  receive  the  same 
treatment  from  you  in  similar  cases. 

The  New  York  Gbzette  of  this  day  states,  un- 
der the  Portland  head,  that  Joseph  Barss,  captain 
of  the  late  British  privateer  schooner  Liverpool 
Packet,  had  been  ordered  into  close  confinement 
in  Portland,  on  the  28th  ultimo,  by  order  of  your 
Qovernment,  and  it  is  said  as  retaliatorj  for  the 
treatment  by  the  British  of  Captain  Nkhols,  of 
the  Decatur,  of  Newburyport. 

I  request  you  will  communicate  to  me  such 
facts  as  you  can  reveal  consistent  with  your  duty 
on  this  subject. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay. 

Jolt  8,  1813. 
On  the  21st  of  June  I  gaEre  direetions  te  the 
Marshal  of  Maseachnsetu  to  execute  a  retaliatory 
order  from  this  €k>vemment,  (which,  I  preeum& 
ia  the  one  to  which  you  allude  in  your  letter  or 
the  3d  instant.)  with  intention,  aa  soon  as  his  re- 
turn was  receiTed,  to  give  you  infonMHion  ihere^ 
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of,  *8  wft6  done  on  « late  oeeaskm  of  a  timilar 
kiBd.  That  rotarn  has  not  yet  been  received ;  ao 
aoQB  as  it  is,  you  may  be  assured  that  you  shall 
hear  from  me  on  the  subject. 

Sxtraet  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to  the 
Commissary  General  of  Prisoners. 

July  27,  1813. 

On  the  3d  instant  I  informed  you  the  New 
York  Qazette  suted  that  Captain  Joseph  Barss, 
of  the  Liverpool  Pacjcet  privateer,  a  British  pris- 
oner of  war,  on  parole  in  Massachusetts^  had  been, 
by  order  of  this  Govern ment,  put  in  prison,  retal- 
iatory for  treatment'  which  Captaio  Nichols,  of 
the  American  privateer  Decatur,  received  in  some 
part  of  His  Majesty's  dominions }  and  as  I  w^ 
totally  ignorant  of  the  cause,  either  of  Captain 
Nichols's  confinement  or  of  Captain  Bans's  im- 
prisonment, save  what  the  Qazetie  expressed,  I 
requested  you  to  communicate  to  me  such, facts 
as  were  consistent  with  your  duty  to  reveal. 

On  the  8th  of  this  aionth  I  received  your  an- 
swer, in  the  words  following:  ^On  the,  21st  df 
June  I  gave  directions  to  the  Marshal  of  Masea- 
chusetu  to  execute  a  retaliatory  order  from  this 
Government*  (which,  I  presume,  4s  the  one  to 
which  you  allude  in  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,) 
with  intention^  as  soon  as  his  return  was  received, 
to  give  you  mformation  thereof^  That  return 
has  not  yet  been^  reeeived ;  aa  soon  aa  it  is,  you 
may  be  assured  that  you  shall  hear  from  me  on 
the  subject." 

I  hate  not  srnee  heard  forther  from  you  on  this 
subject.  On  inquiry,  I  learn  the  following  par- 
ticulais  respectinff  Captain  Nichols :  Previous  to 
the  present  war  between  Grreat  Britain  and  the 
United  States,  Captain  Nichols  commanded  the 
American  brig  Alert,  and) ,  on  his  voyage  to 
France,  was  deiained  by  a  British  ship  of  war, 
and  aa  officer  and  man  put  on  board  the  Alert, 
with  orders  to  carry  her  into  a  British  port  for 
adjudications  that,  soon  after.  Captain  Nichols 
and  the  men  of  the  Alert  rose  on  the  Brkiah  ofi* 
cer  and  seamen,  regained  the  command  of  the 
Alert,  and  compelled  the  officer  and  Brttkih  sea- 
men to  go  into  a  small  beat  of  the  Alert,  and 
turned  them  adrift  at  aea.  Captain  Nichols  then 
pursued  his  voyage  to  France  |  before  he  made 
the  land^  he  was,  however,  again  met  by  the  samo 
British  ship  of  war,  and  not  being  able  or  willing 
to  give  a  correct  account  of  the  officer  and  men 
originally  put  on  board  his  brig,  he  was  sent  to 
finj^and  as  a  prisoner  for  trial,  under  the  saspt<» 
cion  of  his  having  murdered,  or  otherwise  made 
away  with  them ;  previous  to  his  trial  he  effected 
his  escape.  A  proclamation  was  issued  for  his 
bemg  apprehended  and  lodged  in  any  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's jails.  Captain  Nichols,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  war,  was  commander  of  the 
Decatur,  American  privateer,  captnred  and  sent 
into  Barbadoes^  where  he  was  naroled.  His  Ma- 
jeaty's  ship  Vesta,  bjr  which  the  Alert  brig  had 
been  origiaaily  detained,  arrived  at  Barbadoes 
some  tiine  in  January  kst^  the  commander  of 
wkttci  imnediateiy  recognised  Captain  Nichols, 


bad  him  arrested,  and  sent  to  Bn^and,  in  the 
Tribune  frigate,  for  trial.  A  partial  account,  I 
understand,  has  been  pubHshed  in  the  Newburf- 
port  newspaper,  in  Jane  last,  of  Captain  Niehow^ 
arrest  and  imprisonment  at  Barbadoes,  and  being 
sent  to  England. 

I  have  to  reqnest  you  will  aequaint  me  wketliet 
the  statement  I  have  given  you  is  eorreet;  if  mm, 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  me  with  the 
facto  you  are  possessed  of.  More  than  a  sufficient 
period  hasetepsed  for  the  Marshal  of  Massaefaa- 
setts  to  send  you  his  return ;  if  I  sdffer  Captain 
Barss  ([and  Captain  Woodworth,  who  I  also 
learn,  is  confined  on  the  same  principle)  to  re- 
main in  jail^  without  attempting  their  release,  I 
shall,  with  justice,  stand  charged  with  negleet 
of  duty. 


Extiaet  of  a  letter  from  Oolong  Tfaomas  Baietay  Is 
the  Commissaiy  General  of  Priaoners. 

HAnLBM,  AugnMt  7, 1813. 

On  the  27th  day  of  July,  nineteen  days  after 
the*date  of  your  letter  to  me,  not  having  received 
the  promised  information^  I  again  addressed  foa 
on  the  subject  of  Captain  Barss  and  a  Captain 
Wo6dwofth,  who,  in  the  interval  abovementtoii- 
ed,  r  discovered  was  also  a  dose  prisoner  for  the 
same  catise ;  and,  at  the  Mime  time,  gave  you  d» 
merits  of  Captain  Nichob's  ease,  his  arrest,  and 
being  sent  to  jSngland  for  trial.  The  detail,  I  in- 
formed you,  was  the  best  I  had  been  able  to  ob- 
tain, and  requested  you  to  acquaint  me  wkether 
it  was  correct;  if  not,  that  yon  would  be  pleased 
to  possess  me  with  the  facts  in  your  posseaston. 
I  have  waited  some  time  in  the  hope  oi  receiving 
yonr  answer.  From  yoor  silence  i  am  under  the 
necessity  of  taking  up  the  statement  I  transmitted 
to  you  as  correct,  if  it  is  not,  I  feel  it  mj  duty 
to  say  you  should  long  since  have  given  me  a 
true  case.  If,  therefore,  the  subsequent  remarks 
are  founded  on  false  premises,  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  attribute  them  to  your  silence  and 
delay. 

I  be|^  leave  to  submit  the  following  remarks, 
which,  aethev  are  founded  on  general  prineiplea,' 
I  flatter  myself  will  meet  yOur.and  the  rresidentV 
concurrence : 

Prisoners  of  war,  guiltv  of  crimes,  are  obieeta 
for  trial  and  punishment  by  the  nation  to  which 
they  are  prisoners;  and  the  nation  to  which  such 
prisoners  b^ong  baa  no  right  tool^eetto  thefriol 
or  punishments,  provided  they  are  afpreeable  to 
the  laws  of  the  land  in  which  ^ueh  prisoner  may 
be,  or  consonant  to  the  laws  of  nationa. 

When  the  citizen  or  subje^  of  one  nation  ia  a 
prtscmer^  if  the  nattoa  to  which  he  is  a  priaonor 
treats  him  with  onaeeustomed  severity^  or  in  avy 
other  manner  supposed  to  be  illegal,  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Qovernment  to. whom  he  belongs  to  ascer- 
tain the  facts,  require  an  explanation,  and,  when 
possessed  of  all  the  clrenmstanees^  to  acqtrieace  in 
the  treatment^  or  remonstrate  against  it;  and 
eventually,  if  justice  is  not  done,  or  satisfaction 
mode,  to  retaliate.  One  nation  hat  not  the  right 
e  retaliate  on  the  aobjectt  of  another,  wHhont 
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int  dem«9diiiff  the  tbova  ezpltBttioo.  War,  of 
iudf,  «Teo  UQder  the  present  control  of  ciriJiza- 
tk>a,  is  safficieotly  berbaroos,  without  going  this 
last  step,  which  I  have  reason  to  fear  is  the  in- 
leatioa  of  this  QoTernmeDt,  to  retaliate  on  Brit- 
ish prisonen,  whatever  Americans  maiy  receive 
from  the  British  QoTemiiieat,,eyen  in  eases  where 
the  American  prisoners  have  been  guilty  of 
onmes.  It  appears,  from  the  statement  transmit- 
ted to  f  o«,  that  Captain  Nichols,  prior  to  the  war, 
was  coonnitted  to  jail  in  England  for  some  of- 
fence. Whether  he  was  innocent  or  guilty  is 
immaterial;  at  that  time  the  same  law  would 
have  been  measured  to  him  in  common  with  His 
Majesty's  subjects,  and  he  was  bound  to  have 
sBbmttted  thereto.  Captain  Nichols,  however, 
thought  proper  to  avoid  a  trial,  ana  made  his 
escape  from  prison.  The  British  Government  is- 
sued a  proclamation  for  appreheniUng  him ;  he, 
however,  escaped,  and  returned  to  these  Slates. 

On  the  declaration  of  war  he  was  appointed 
eommander  of  the  Decatur  privateerj  and,  in  Jan- 
uary last,  was  eatptured  by  His  Majesty's  ship 
Surprise,  and  sent  to  Barbadoes,  where  he  was 
paroled,  and  had  the  liberty  to  walk  the  streete 
Ifeoa  alter  the  Vesta  frigate  arrived  at  Barbadoes, 
tbs  commander  oi  which  recognised  Cupiata  Ni* 
ehole^  knew  the  crime  he  had  committed  before 
the  war/  when  Captain  of  the  Alert  aaerehant 
vesael,  his  esca|»e,  and  the  proclamation  for  ap- 
prehending him.  He,  therefore,  had  him  arrest- 
ed, and  he  has  since  been  sent  ta  Bnglaad  for 
his  trial. 

You  will  at  once  perceive  that  Captain  Nichols 
was  not  arrested  or  sent  to  England  Ibr  any  act 
eonunitted  by  him  since,  but  for  an  ofieoce  prior 
to  Che  wat,  when  the  two  nations  were  at  amity, 
and  whoi  he  was  as  amenable  to  the  laws  of 
Bncland  as  anv  of  His  Majesty's  subiects. 

His  aeqpittal  or  punishment  will  be  by  a  due 
eonrae  joi  law,  and  not  by  a  naval  or  militafy 
tribnna) ;  and  I  trust  it  is  scarne  necessary  for  me 
to  add,  that  the  judgment  will  be  conformable  to 
inw  and  justice.  Captain  Nichols  cannot  acquire 
•oy  rights  from  the  war^  or  in  consequence  of  b^ 
uf  a  ]>risonerj  which  will  protect  bira  for  ofieoces 
cmnmitted  prior  to  the  war. 

I  confidently  hope  the  preceding  relation  and* 
iMMurkf  will  prove  satialactory,  and  that  an  order 
May  be  immediately  forwarddl  &r  the  release  of 
Oapuins  Barsc  and  Woodworth.  I  pray  your 
•any  answer. 

With  much  ntie  propriety  might  Hie  Migesty 
ntaliate  for  the  deuation  and  close  confinement 
efiMr.  Bowie,  in  Massachusetts,  who  is  accused 
of  attempting  to  convey  letters, to  Halifax  during 
war,  than  this  Government  attempt  to  prevent, 
by  retaliatory  measures^  the  ordinary  enects  of 
British  couruof  law  on  Captain  Nichols,  charged 
witherimee  committed  dprmg  a  stale  of  profound 


1  trust  retaliatory  measures  will  not  in  future 
be  used  by  this  Qovemment,  save  on  the  fair 
principles  expressed  in  this  letter;  if  thev  are,  the 
ueviuble  consequence  will  be,  that  similar  oMas- 
wea  most  be  adopted  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty. 


Extract  of  a  letter  frem  the  Commiissry  Genenl  ef 
Prisoners  to  Ootond  Thomas  Bardsy. 

August  25, 1813. 

I  b^  leave  to  assure  you  that  it  was  not  my 
intention  to  delay  unnecessarily  the  replies  to 
your  inquiries,  relative  to  the  confinement  of 
Captain  Barss  and  Captain  Woodworth;  lam 
rea^y  to  confess  that  this  delair  has  arisen  from 
an  accident  which  I  shall  explain,  and  which  re- 
tarded, longer  than  was  desirable,  my  communi- 
cation. 

I  should  have  more  regretted  this  eircomstaacei 
but  from  the  tenor  of  your  letter  of  the  15th  of 
June,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  10th,  on  a  similar 
subject,  in  which  y^  consider  yourself  not  the 
proper  person  to  be  adikessed  on  occasions  t^tbis 
nature;  yet  it  is  proper  to  state,  that  reialiatt>ry 
orders  do  not  origmate  with  me ;  they  come  from 
higher  authority,  and  this  office  is  only  made  the 
medium  of  their  execution,  with  instructions,  m 
each  case,  to  give  to  you,  when  the  order  is  esa* 
cnted,  informatiea  or  the  fact.  In  the  present 
case,  the  order  from  this  office,  as  I  informed  you 
in  mine  of  the  8th  of  Jult,  was  issued  en  the  21st 
of  June  to  the  Marshal  m  Maseaehusetts,  to  desig- 
nate two  masters  of  private  armed  ships,  or  of 
oaerchantmen,  British  subjects,  and  prisoners  Of 
war,  in  charge  of  himself,  or  of  either  of  the  Mar^ 
shals  ef  New  Ifompshire  or  Maine,  and  place 
them  in  close  confinement,  to  be  held  te  anawer 
for  the  safetv  and  proper  treatment  of  Captain 
William  Nichols,  Jate  master  of  the  private  armed 
brigantine  Decatur,  of  Newburyport,  who,  whila 
a  prisoner  of  war  on  parole  at  Birbadoes,  dn^kotg 
last  Spring,  had  been  seized  and  inhumanlv  con- 
fined in  a  small  hole  on  board  a  prison-ship  nt 
that  place,  and  barred  from  all  comtgunicatioa 
for  more  thai^  a  month,  and  then  sent  to  Bagiand, 
in  close  confinement,  on  board  one  of  thecnemy^ 
chips,  for  no  oflence.  alleged  or  known,  other  than 
that  he  was  accused,  by  some  of  the  British  offi- 
cers, of  having  recaptured  an  American  vesael 
under  his  comiteand,  taken  from  him  by  a  British 
armed  vessel'  before  the  war;  and  the  Marshal 
was  directed  to  make  return. 

It  appears  that  the  order  was  regularly  exe- 
cuted, and  the  two  Captains  (Barss  and  Wood- 
warth)  desiganted  and  eonined.  The  Masehal 
of  Bfaseacfanselts.  althengh  an  eseellent  and  ac- 
curate oftcer.  had  omitt^  to  make  a  regular  re- 
turn ;  probably  the  omission  was  owing  to  the 
designation  having  been  made  without  his  own 
district.  I  waited  for  his  return  when  I  wrote 
you  on  the  8th  of  this  month,  as  I  then  informed 
you;  for  certainly  it  was  my  intention  to  have 
communicated  the  facts  and  the  causes  as  I  have 
now  done,  without  any  inquiry  on  your  part,  as  I 
had  done  in  the  case  of  the  four  men  confined  in 
retaliation  for  the  two  seized  by  Commodore 
Beresford,  and  notwithstanding  the  manner  in 
which  you  received  that  communication. 

In  reply  to  your  letters  of  the  27th  July,  and 
7th  of  August,  I  will  first  b^  leave  to  decline  the 
discussion  on  which  you  are  pleased  toenter,  as  to 
the  nature  and  rights  of  retaliation  in  time  of 
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war;  and  will  only  remark  that,  on  this  point,  I 
hare  no  authority  to  enter  on  that  subject  s^ene- 
rally  with  you.  On  the  merits  of  any  particular 
case,  where  prisoners  of  war  are  concerned,  I  am 
authorized,  and  consider  it  my  duty,  to  endeavor, 
by  explanation  aad  a  statement  of  facts,  to  divert 
severity  on  either  side  as  much  as  possible.  It  is 
difficult  to  reconcile  the  following  passage,  in 
▼our  letter  of  the  15th  June ;  **  It  does  not,  there- 
fore, appear  to  be  the  duties  of  my  office  to  in- 
terfere, where  it,  is  suggested  the  officers  of  His 
Majesty's  navy  or  army  have  acted,  either  con- 
trary to  law  or  even  indiscreetly;  such  eases  are 
to  y^  arranged  by  the  Commander-in-chief  of  His 
Majesty^s  ships  of  war  on  the  Americiin  station, 
or  by  the  General  commainlin^  His  Majesty's 
forces  in  America,  or  by  His  Majesty's  Ministers 
in  London."  With  the  wide  fielcf  you  have  taken 
in  your  letter  of  the  7th  of  August,  relative  to  the 
eases  of  Captains  NieholS|  Barss,,and  Wood  worth, 
it  is  not  easy  to  suppose  that  your  Goveriiment 
should  expect  that  you  could  exercise  here  the 
full  power  of  requiring  explanation  from  the 
American  authorities,  without  offering  to  them 
the  means  of  similar  facility. 

You  have,  however, ^iven  what  you  suppose, 
as  you  say,  to  be  the  circinnstances  of  Captain 
Ntchob's  case.  As  you  rest  it  on  no  authority, 
70U  must  permit  me  to  say,  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  act  in  any  way  on  your- present  statement. 
Without,  however,  implying  any  commitment  on 
the  part  of  this  Government  as  to  its  future  course, 
l  will  only  remind  you  that  you  have  more  than 
once  been  mistaken  on  information  collected  from 
irregular  sources.  I  will  cite  the  cases  of  Mn 
Oswald  Lawson,  &e.,  as  evidences  of  the  caution 
with  which  you  ougnt  to  make  official  demands; 
All  authentic  information  which  you  may  be  able 
to  collect  respecting  the  case  of  Captain  Nichols, 
shall  be  received  with  pleasure,  and,  I  can  assure 
you,  will  command  the  immediate  attention  of 
the  proper  authorities.  In  the  meantime  it  is 
proper  to  state^  that  his  character  has  been  in- 
quired into,  and  is  considered  too  respectable  to 
be  reached  by  the  accusation  of  crimes  you  are 
pleased,  on  rumor  only,  to  bring  against  him. 

Extnel  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  ThoiNUi  Barclay  to 
the  Commissaij  General  of  Prisoiiers,  dated. 
AuODST  29, 1813. 

I  am  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  25th 
instant,  on  the  subject  of  Captains  Barss  and 
Wood  worth,  British  prisoners  of  war,  now  in 
close  confinement  in  these  States,  as  a  retaliatory 
measure  for  treatment  stated  to  have  been  re- 
ceived bj  Captain  Nichols,  of  the  Decatur  priva- 
teer, while  a  prisoner,  and  his  having  since  been 
sent  to  England  as  a  prisoner. 

From  the  tenor  of  your  letter,  it  is  evident  yon 
sup|>ose  my  letters  to  you  on  the  above  subject 
are  in  opposition  to  my  letter  of  the  15(h  of  June, 
in  answer  to  yours  of  the  lOlh  of  that  month,  re- 
specting two  men  of  the  Vixen,  taken  out  of  a  car- 
tel vessel  in  the  Delaware,  by  Commodore  Beres- 
ford.    I  am  unable  to  discover  any  contradiction 


in  them.  In  yqur  letter  of  the  lOtfa  June,  after 
stating  the  facu;  you  request  me  to  *'  cause  the 
officer  and  seaman  of  the  Vixen  to  be  immedi* 
ately  released  and  returned  to  this  country."  In 
answer,  I  informed  .you  this  was  not  in  toy  power ; 
that  ^  the  duties  of  my  office  were  confined  to  the 
rdief  of  British  subjects  detained  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  for  carrying  on  exchaa- 
ffes;*^  and  I  added,  that  which  you  notice  in  your 
letter  of  the  25th  instant,  "  it  does  not,  therefore, 
appertain  to  the  duties  of  my  office,"  Ac.;  this 
was  a  natural  and  correct  conclusion,  after  stating 
the  nature  and  extent  of  my  appointment.  The 
case  in  which  you  called  on  me  to  interfere  was 
of  the  first  importance ;  it  embrsced  the  causes  on 
which  the  United  States  have  founded  the  neces- 
sity of  going  to  wfr  with  Great  Britain;  it  in- 
volved the  right  exercised  by  Great  Britain  over 
her  subjects ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  right 
the  United  States  claim  with  respect  to  British 
bom  subjects,  made  citizens  in  these  States.  I 
therefore  told  you  it  was  beyond  the  limits  of  my 
appointment,  and  could  only  be  acted  upon  by 
the  Coibmander-in-Chief  of  His  Majesty^'s  ships 
of  war  in  America,  or  His  Majesty's  Ministers  in 
London ;  and  I  acquainted  you  I  should  transmit 
to  his  Bxeellency  Sir  John  B.  Warren,  and  to  my 
Government,  copies  of  your  communication  on 
this  subject,  which  was  dolie.  I  cannot  perceive 
in  what  manner  this  acknowledged  want  of  power 
in  me  can  lead  yon  to  imagine  it  deprives  me  of 
the  right  of  respectfully  inquiring  of  this  Gk>verQ- 
ment  the  reasons  which  have  induced  it  to  de» 
prive  of  the  benefit  of  {>arole,  and  treat  with  in- 
creased severity,  two  British  prisoners  of  war,  not 
charged  with  having  committed  a  crime  or  an 
offence.  The  words  of  my  commission  particu- 
larly embrace  the  case  or  Captains  Barss  and 
Woodworth,  who  are  detained  m  these  States. 

I  proceed  to  the  second  part  of  your  letter— the 
reasons  assigned  by  you  for  not  having  retorncd 
me  an  answer  to  my  letters  on  this  subject.  This, 
you  observe,  was  occasioned  by  the  marshal's  not 
having  transmitted  you  a  regular  return.  The 
return  of  the  marshal  was  wholly  irrelevant  to 
the  reauekt  contained  in  my  letters  of  the  3d  and 
27th  Joly«  I  made  no  inquiry  respecting  the 
conduct  of  the  marshal  in  executing  the  order  of 
the  Government  on  Captains  Barss  and  Wood- 
worth.  I  was  possessed  of  this  fact.  What  I  ro- 
quested  was,  that  you  would  be  pleased  to  *^  com* 
municat^  to  me  such  facts  as  you  can  reveal  coa- 
sisteat  with  your  duty."  This  Government  most 
have  been  possessed  of  them  before  the  3d  of  July, 
nay,  even  prior  to  the  order  to  the  marshal  to  ap* 
prebend  two  British  prisoners;  consequently,  u 
was  equally  in  vour  power  on  the  8th  of  July,  as 
on  the  25th  of  August,  to  have  offered  me  the  in* 
tbrroation  requested. 

My  letter  of  the  97th  of  July  contains  simply 
the  circumstances  I  had  collected  respecting  Cap- 
tain  Nichols ;  the  cause  of  his  parole  at  Sarba- 
does  being  superseded,  and  he  sent  on  board  the 
prison^ship.  and  from  thence  to  Rnffland|  to- 
gether witn  the  request  that  yon  would  acquaint 
me  whether  those  facts  were  correct,  and,  if  not, 
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tkat  yoQ  would  be  pleased  to  furnish  me  the  facts 
ID  yoar  possession.  It  is  tnie,  on  the  7th  of  Au- 
gust, in  consequence  of  your  continued  silence, 
and  witholding  from  me  the  information  I  bad 
repeatedly  requested,  I  entered  upon  the  proprietv 
of  the  treatment  of  Captains  Barss  and  Wood- 
worth,  and  arffued  upon  it,  takiiig  the  case  sent 
you  on  the  27th  of  July,  as  comprising  the  whole 
of  the  facts  relating  to  Captain  Nichols,  and  Cap- 
tains Barss  and  Woodwortb.  Prior,  however,  to 
my  entering  upon  the  subject,  I  recapitulated  my 
repeated  attempts  to  obtain  information  from  you, 
and  added  that  "from  your  silence  lam  com- 
pelled to  take  up  the  statement  I  transmitted  to 
you  as  correct ;  if  it  Iz  not,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
say  should  long  since  have  given  me  a  true  case.'^ 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  vou,  sir,  that  the  princi- 
ples stated  by  me  in  my  letter  of  the  7th  August, 
respecting  retaliatorv  measures,  were  by  no  means 
intended  as  matter  or  discussion.  I  consijler  them 
as  acknowledged  principles,  and,  as  such,  applied 
them  to  the  case.  I  will  not  presume  to  say  they 
were  apposite  to  the  case  under  consideration— 
that  is  a  question  to  be  determined  by  others— but 
I  aver  the  principles  to  be  sound  law. 

The  case  of  Captain  Nichols,  as  represented  by 
me,  is  generally,  though  not  particularly,  acknowl- 
edged bv  you,  in  your  letter  of  the  25th  instant, 
in  which  you  suggest  that  Captains  Barss  and 
Woodwortb  were  placed  **  in  close  confinement, 
to  be  held  to  answer  for  the  safety  and  proper 
treatment  of  Captain  William  Nichob,  late  mas- 
ter of  the  private  armed  brig  Decatur,  of  Ne wbu- 
rvport,  who.  while  a  prisoner  of  war  on  parole  at 
Barbadoes,  during  the  last  Spring,  had  been  seized 
and  inhumanly  confined  in  a  small  hole  on  board 
a  prison-ship  at  that  place,  and  barred  from  all 
communication  for  more  than  a  month,  and  then 
tent  to  England  in  close  confinement  on  board  of 
onetMf  the  enemy's  ships,  for  no  offence  alleged  or 
known,  other  than  that  ne  was  accused  by  some 
of  the  British  officers  of  having  recaptured  an 
American  vessel  under  his  command,  and  taken 
from  him  by  a  British  armed  vessel  before  the 
war.'*  In  the  preceding  extract,  you  acknowled^ 
that  Captain  Nichols  ^  was  accused  by  some  Brit- 
nli  officers  of  having  recaptured  an  American 
Teasel  under  his  command  before  the  war."  This 
forma  a  part  of  m^  statement  to  you  on  the  27th 
of  July.  In  addiuon  to  which,!  mentioned  what 
is  omitted  by  you,  but  which  will  eventually  come 
out  in  evidence,  that  Captain  Nichols,  on  regain- 
ing the  possession  of  the  Alert  brig,  put  the  prize- 
master  and  seamen  in  a  small  boat,  and  commit- 
ted them  to  the  merey  of  the  winds  and  waves. 
It  is  for  this  act,  principally,  he  is  sent  to  Bogland 
to  be  tried.  In  a  case  like  the  present,  I  presume 
that  this  Grovernment  would  not  have  directed 
retaliatory  orders  to  issue,  without  having  the 
fiicta  confirmed  under  an  oath  \  and  I  had  hoped 
you  would  have  had  the  goodness  to  have  sent 
me  copies  of  the  depositions  taken.  If  you  can 
with  propriety  do  it,  you  will  oblige  me  by  send- 
ing them.  In  my  letter  of  yesterday,  I  informed 
yoa  I  had  the  depoaitiona  of  two  of  the  men  of 
tihe  Decatur  privateer,  who  were  prisonera  with 


Captain  Nichols  on  board  the  priaon-ship,  who 
swear  that  h^  was  not  ^  inhumanly  confined  in  a 
small  hole  on  board  the  prison-ehip,"  bat  that  he 
had  a  state-room  in  the  ship,  with  the  use  of  the 
cabin  and  quarter-deck,  and  that  they  never  heard 
either  Captain  Nichols  or  any  other  person  com- 
plain of  the  treatment  Captam  Nichols  received. 
These  depositions  were  taken  before  a.  notary 
public  and  justice  jof  the  peace. 

I  am  greatly  at  a  loss  to  account  for  your  hav- 
ing introduced  into  your  letter  of  the  25th  instaat 
Oswald  Lawson's,  and  three  other  cases,  in  evi- 
dence of  my  having  (as  you  are  pleased  to  say) 
been  mistaken  in  information  collected  from  irro- 
gular  soqrces;  by  this  means,  hintinff  that  my 
representation  respecting  Captain  Nichols  apper- 
tained to  the  same  class.  I  have  evidently  shown 
that  this  is  not  so,  and  that  you  and  myself  agree 
in  the  leadiog  point — that  Cfaptain  Nichols  is  ac- 
cused, by  one  or  more  of  His  Majesty's  officers, 
of  a  criminal  act  before  the  war.  But,  admitting 
that  no  one  part  of  my  sMitement  was  correct, 
had  I  not  expressly  remarked.  I  am  compelled,  by 
your  withholding  all  information  from  me  on  the 
subject,  to  suppose  from  your  silence  it  contained 
the  truth. 

Boston,  September  3, 181.3. 
Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  inquiries,  respecting 
Captain  William  Nichols,  I  have  to  state  that, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven,  and  I 
think  in  the  month  of  August,  Captain  Nichols 
was  master  of  my  brig  Alert,  belooging  to  New- 
buryport,  engaged  on  a  voyage  to  Bordeaux ;  that, 
two  or  three  days  after  sailing  from  that  port,  on 
hia  return  home,  he  was  taken  by  the  frisate,  haT- 
inff  a  cargo  of  wines,  brandies,  silks,  and  aothinff 
which  could  possibly  be  construed  as  contraband 
of  war ;  and  his  vessel  was  (after  a  prize-master 
and  six  men  were  put  on  board)  ordered  for  Eng- 
land ;  he  and  hia  mate  only,  with  two  small  boys, 
being  permitted  to  remain.  About  three  days 
after,  he  and  the  mate  rose  on  the  crew,  tied  their 
hands  behind  them,  and  hobted  out  the  lonff  boat, 
being  only  about  forty  miles  from  the  land,  (ana 
summer  titne.)  rigged  her,  phiced  on  the  aaila  Mid 
oars,  put  in  her  two  barrels  of  bread,  plenty  of 
beef,  two  casks  of  water,  a  keg  of  wine,  kef  of 
brandy,  other  amall  stores,  all  their  clothea,  aad 
such  conveniences  as  would  be  necessary ;  sup- 
plied them  with  a  good  compass  and  <)nadrant, 
and  then  put  the  six  men  in  the  boat,  in  which 
they  proceeded  to,  and  safely  landed  in  France* 
Captain  Nichola  and  the  mate  then  called  on  deck 
the  two  small  boys,  who  had  remained  below  da- 
ring these  transactions,  and  proceeded  on  his  voy- 
age ^  but  six  days  after,  he  was  again  captured  by 
the  English  frigate  Vesta,  to  whom  he  related  the 
aforegoinff  circumstances,  and  the  captain  and 
officera  of  this  frigate  did  not  treat  hiin  as  though 
they  thought  his  conduct  either  criminal  or  rep- 
rehensible; he  was  carried  with  his  vessel  to 
Portsmouth,  in  Enffland,  and  after  being  on 
board  the  frigate  in  harbor  a  few  days,  he  came 
on  shore,  went  up  to  London,  thence  proceeded 
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to  Liyerpool,and  there  took  passage  and  returned 
to  Newtmrjrporc 

A  short  time  after  I  gare  hhn  the  commaad  of 
another  of  my  vessels,  oamely,  the  brig  Dolphin, 
a  new  vessel,  then  lying  at  Newbury  port,  and  he 
proceeded  on  his  voyage,  laden  with  fish,  for  Bor- 
deaux ;  but  on  his  passage  out,  being  at  sea  thir- 
teen days,  he  was  taken  by  a  British  ifrigmte  in 
company  with  a  sloop  of  war.  The  captain  of 
the  frigate  asked  Captain  Nichols  if  he  vras  the 
person  who  retook  the  Alert  7  Captain  Niehols 
replied  in  the  affirmative ;  the  British  captain  re- 
plied "  it  was  a  brave aet,  and  he  should  treat  him. 
ae  a  brave  man  deserved ;"  and  after  experiencing 
the  best  of  treatment  while  at  aea,  this  officer  de- 
livered, on  his  arrival  to  Captain  Nichols.  «U 
his  private  adventure,  the  proceeds  of  wnieh 
passed  through  my  hands  from  my  correspondent 
m  England ;  and  Captain  Nichols  was  net  re- 
strained on  his  arrival  in  England,  but  was  saflfered 
to  be  at  large,  and  come  home  passenger  in  the 
ship  Aurora,  by  the  way  of  New  York,  about  six 
weeks  prior  to  the  declaration  of  war  between 
this  country  and  England. 

Directly  on  the  declaration  of  war  I  purchased 
(with  my  friends)  the  brig  Decatur,  an4  Captain 
Nichols  was  selected  as  a  suitable  character  to 
take  the  command  i  and  he  proceeded  on  a  cruise 
against  the  British,  took  eleven  prizes,  and  re- 
turned into  port ;  the  Decatur  was  refitted,  pro- 
ceeded on  a  second  cruise,  during  which  he  was 
taken  by  the  Surprise  frigate,  and  carried  into 
Barbadoes,  and  there  parolea  for  nearly  two 
months,  when,  the  Vesta  iWgate  arriving  at  thiu 
island,  he  was  arrested,  sent  on  board  the  prison 
ship,  placed  in  close  confiaenient  in  a  room  buth 
purposely  for  him,  of  five  feet  broad  and  seven 
feet  wide,'  and  no  person  allowed  but  bis  keeper  to 
speak  to  bim«  After  remaining  in  this  unpleas- 
ing  situation  nearlv  six  weeks,  he  was  sent  on 
board  the  British  frigate  Tribune,  and  ordered 
for  England,  since  when  we  have  not  heard  from 
him. 

Touching  the  character  of  Captain  Nichols,  as 
a  man,  and  a  neighbor,  he  is  modest  and  unassu- 
ming, yet  brave  and  decided ;  wartnly  attached  to 
the  ooastitutfons.  Federal  and  State,  of  his  native 
country;  eager  to  resist  and  cool  to  defend  those 
rights  for  i^teh  the  indmndenoe  of  his  cott»- 
try  was  established,  and  whieh  no  unjust  pretea- 
■ions  of  the  enemy  will  lead  him  to  submit  to, 
howavergreat  his  personal  snflperiagc.  As  a  man, 
he  is  strictly  moral  and  sincere ;  as  a  husband, 
parent,  and  neighbor,  tender,  indulgent,  and  af- 
Mble.  His  connexions  are  hi|^hly  respectable, 
and  are  among  the  first  of  our  citizens.  Uniyei^ 
sal  assent  among  all  classes  and  parties  may  be 
had  that  Captain  Nichols  is  truly  an  honest,  brave, 
and  useful  citizen. 

I  hope  this  information  will  be  the  means  of 
restoring  him  to  his  family,  his  friends,  and  his 
country,  and  I  can  myself  vouch  for  the  correct- 
ness ox  the  statement. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  PIERCE. 

Javis  PitiMOB,  Afari^  ofB/kum. 


Extract  of  a  letter  -feom  the  Commissary  Creneral  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  BsrcUy»  dated 
October  5, 1813, 

In  your  leuers  of  the  26th  and  29th  of  August, 
yon  request  me  to  inform  you  of  the  determina- 
tion of  Government  as  to  the  British  Captains 
Barss  and  Woodworth.  You  state  that  Captain 
Nichols^f  the  American  privateer  Decatur,  waa 
sent  to  England  for  an  offisnce  he  stands  charged 
with  prior  to  the  war,  to  wit,  having  recaptured 
his  vessel,  and  put  part  of  the  prize  crew  in  a  boat 
at  sea ;  request  me  to  send  you  any  affidavits  or 
other  evidence  in  the  case;  and  inform  me  that 
you  are  in  possession  of  the  depositions  of  two  of 
the  seamen  of  the  privateer  Decatur,  contradict- 
ing statements  you  nave  seen  relative  to  the  treat- 
ment of  Captain  Nichols.  I  send  you,  sir,  as  you 
request—- although,  in  the  present  stage  of  this 
business,  and  on  your  own  declarations.  I  mi^ht 
be  very  well  excused  from  further  explaimtidaa 
on  the  sufajec^^the  copy  of  an  affidavit  by  Mr. 
James  Foote,  prize-master,  on  board  the  Deoatar 
at  the  time  Captain  Nichols  was  last  taken,  aad 
present  at  Barbadoes  with  him  when  he  waa 
seized  and  confined ;  and  of  a  letter  from  Coai* 
modore  Bainbridge  of  the  3d  of  June,  which  com- 
municated it  ^  as  also  of  the  narrative  of  Benja^ 
min  Pierce,  Esq.,  owner,  not  onlv  of  the  privateer 
in  whieh  Captain  Nichols  was  last  capered,  bat 
of  the  vessel  in  which  he  was  taken  oefore  the 
war,  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  whole  case 
arith  which  he  must,  from  his  relation  with  Cap- 
tain Nichols,  havt  been  necessarily  intimately 
acquainted.  The  character  and  standing  of  Mr. 
Pierce  precludes  all  doubt  as  to  the  veraeitjr  of 
his  account.  By  it,  it  will  appear  that  Captain 
Nichols  was  never  prosecuted  in  England  before 
the  war,  as  you  have  been  pleased  to  state,  for 
any  act ;  on  the  contrary,  that  he  was  captured  a 
second  time  and  carried  to  that  country  withoat 
molestation  \  that  the  commanders  of  your  frig- 
ates, who  made  a  prize  of  him,  brought  no  charfft 
against  him  before  the  war;  and  that,  as  to  hW 
treatment  of  the  En|flish  crew,  from  wkom  he  so 
bravely  recovered  his  vessel^  he  did  alt  that  coald 
have  been  expected  for  them,  in  the  unjustifiable 
situation  in  which  he  had  been  placed :  he  sop- 
plied  them  abundantly  in  a  good  boat,  on  a  smooth 
sea,  in  sight  of  the  French  coast,  on  which  Uray 
safely  laMed.  You  lay  much  stress  on  the  oflb  nee 
you  are  pleased  to  impute  to  Cap^n  Nichols, 
committed  as  you  say  m  time  of  peace,  namelv, 
the  retaking  his  vessel.  You  compel  me,  unwil- 
lingly, sir,  to  remind  yon  that  the  pieriod  to  whiek 
you  allude  was  a  time  ofpeace  only  on  one  side  ; 
It  was,  ^on  the  side  of  Qreat  Britain,  a  state  of 
war  asainst  the  United  States;  on  the  side  of  the 
United  States,  a  state  of  peace  towards  Great 
Britain."  Captain  Niehols  thus  had  war  made 
on  him  while  peaceably  pursuing  a  lawful  coai- 
merce.  He  was  justified,  by  the  Taws  of  Qod  and 
man,  to  retort  the  war,  so  mr  as  to  free  himself 
and  his  property,  as  soon  as  he  had  it  in  his  power 
to  do  so. 

You  will  Jj^ease  to  remark,  sir,  that  the  aarrt* 
tive  of  Mr,  Pieree  was  leceiTed  after  the  retaiia- 
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tory  meuaras  were  taken  in  this  ease,  and  is  now 
mmd  only  to  rebot  the  statements  yon  ha?e  made. 
or  alleged,  of  foraier  prosecution  and  escape  ot 
Captain  Nichols.  It  was  not  necessary  to  assure 
the  QoTeroment  of  the  facts  on  which  it  pro- 
eeedcMd,  nor  were  they  rested  only  on  the  affidavit 
of  Mr.  Foote,  respectable  as  it  is.  Ail  that  he 
has  stated  was  previously  confirmed  to  me  by  dec- 
larations, made  in  person,  by  sererai  officers  of 
American  vessels,  who  were  on  the  spot,  prison- 
ers at  the  time  in  Barbadoes  i  and  the  affidavits 
of  the  two  sailors  notwithstanding,  which  you  say 
yoo  have  become  possessed  of,  you  will  find  them, 
m  the  resolt  prove  correct.  In  reply  to  your 
inquiry  as  to  the  determination  of  toe  Qovern- 
]ii€0t  relative  to  Captains  Barss  and  Wood  worth, 
I  have  to  Inform  you  that  it  is  firmly  now  as  it 
was  originally  taken,  to  hold  them  as  hostages, 
to  answer  in  their  persons  for  the  safety  and  pro- 
per treatment  of  Captain  Nichols  in  the  hands  of 
the  enemy. 


of  a  letter  firom  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay, 
General  Agomt  lor  British  Prisoners,  to  the  Cofflaiis- 
saiy  General  of  Prisoners,  dated  at 

Harlbm,  Jtmuary  34, 1814. 
1  haTe  the  honor  to  encloee  you  a  copy  of  a 
letter  received  from  the  Commissioners  for  cou- 
nting His  Majesty's  transport  service,  and  for 
the  eare  and  custody  of  prisoners  of  war ;  from 
which  yon  will  perceive  that  Capuin  Nichols,  of 
the  Decatur  privateer,  is  not  detained  in  prison 
for  any  particular  offence  alleged  against  him, 
but  that  he  is  held  at  Chatham  a  prisoner,  be- 
cause the  privateer  which  he  commanded  was 
not  of  a  sufficient  size  to  entitle  him  to  parole. 
The  Commissioners  further  state  that  they  had 
communicated  this  circumstance  to  Mr.  Beasley, 
vour  agent  in  London,  who,  I  take  for  granted, 
has  aequainted  you  with  the  nature  of  the  con- 
finement in  which  Captain  Nichols  is  in  at  Chat- 
ham. I  request  that  yon  will  order  the  Marshal, 
aoder  whose  custody  Captain  Barss  is  at  present, 
to  release  him  from  the  strict  confinement  in 
which  he  is  at  present,  and  that  he  may  be  placed 
la  a  attoation  similar  to  that  in  which  Captain 
Nichols  now  is ;  also,  that  vou  will  be  pleased  to 
rtleaae  Captain  Wood  worth  on  parole,  as  he  was 
prior  to  hb  being  put  into  close  confinement.  I 
have  named  the  two  British  captains,  not  by  w^ 
of  selection  on  my  part,  because,  had  their  situa- 
tions been  the  same,  I  should  have  left  it  to  you 
10  release  which  of  the  two  you  thought  proper ; 
hat  under  an  impression  that  Wood  worth,  who 
is,  I  believe,  a  €tuaker,  was  master  of  an  un- 
araied  merchant  vessel,  and,  therefore,  entitled  to 
his  parole,  from  masters  of  merchant  vessels  be- 
ioff  naroled  throughout  His  Majesty's  dominions. 
U  Captain  Barss  was  captured  in  a  privateer 
of  fourteen  guns,  he  also  should  be  paroled.  I 
am,  however,  apprehensive  that  the  vessel  he 
commanded  did  not  carry  so  many  guns.  I  will 
iaqaire  into  the  fact. 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 
J.MA80ii|Bsq. 

1 3th  Con.  2d  Sits.— 68 


[Bndosed  ia  the  proceding.] 
Transport  Oppicb,  Nov,  5, 1813. 
Sir:  Admiral  Griffith  having  communicated 
to  us  your  letters  of  the  14th  of  July,  addressed 
to  Admiral  Sir  J.  B.  Warren,  with  its  enclosures, 
relative  to  the  severities  practised  by  the  Ameri- 
can (Government  towaras  British  prisoners  of 
war,  in  consequence  of  the  confinement  of  Cap- 
tain Nichols,  of  the  American  privateer  Decatur, 
we  acquaint  you  that  Mr.  Nichols,  who  is  now 
at  Chatham,  is  not  confined  because  he  put  the 
boat  adrift,  but  simply  because  the  privateer 
which  he  commanded  was  not  of  a  sufficient  size 
to  entitle  him  to  parole,  of  which  circumstance 
Mr.  Beasley  has  been  informed  in  answer  to  au 
application  made  by  him  for  Mr.  Nichols  to  be 
admitted  to  parole. 
We  are,  sir,  your  humble  servants. 

RUPERT  OEORQE, 
J.  BOWEN, 
JOHN  FORBES. 
Tbomas  Barclay,  Esq. 


OfHCE  CoMM'RT  Qen'L  op  PRisONBRS, 

Washington,  Feb.  14, 1814. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  24th  January,  transmitting  one  addressed 
to  you  on  the  5tb  November,  by  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  British  Transport  Board,  by  which  I 
am  informed  that  Captain  Nichols,  of  the  Ameri- 
can privateer  Decatur,  is  not  detained  now  in 
prison  for  any  particular  ofience  alleged  against 
him,  but  that  he  is  confined  simply  because  the 
privateer  he  commanded  was  not  of  sufficient 
force  to  entitle  him  to  parole.  This  is,  to  be  sure^ 
taking  a  very  different  ground  from  that  on  which 
you  strenuously,  in  July  and  Auffust,  insisted. 
Capt.  Nichols  was  to  be  tried  for  his  life  for  crimes 
committed  in  times  of  profound  peace;  yet  if 
Captain  Nichols  is  refused  his  parole,  and  held  in 
close  confinement,  on  the  mere  pretext  that  he 
did  not  command  a  privateer  of  as  many  as  four- 
teen guns,  it  ought  to  have  been  ezplamed  why 
he  was  treated  like  a  criminal  at  Barbadoes,  sepa- 
rated from  his  fellow  prisoners,  with  whom  he 
would  have  been  long  since  released,  and  traas-- 
ported  to  England  in  so  ignominious  a  manner  $ 
and  U  would  have  been  but  small  atonement,  oa 
the  part  of  your  Government  to  this  injured  laao, 
for  the  extreme  severity  used  towards  him  by  its 
officers,  so  soon  as  they  had  asceruined,  which  it 
now  admitted,  that  he  had  been  unjustly  accused, 
to  have  released  him  on  parole. 

As,  however,  it  is  now  declared  that  there  is 
no  intention  of  bringing  him  to  trial,  orders  have 
been  given  to  restore,  to  the  ordinary  stale  of 
prisoners  of  war,  the  British  Captains  Wood- 
worth  and  Barss  who  had  been  designated  as 
hostages  to  be  held  for  his  safety;  the  first  to  be 
restored  to  his  parole,  and  the  last  to  remain  in 
coUfinement,  where  he  will  be  retained  for  spe- 
cial exchange  against  Captain  Nichols. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc., 

J.  MASON. 

Col.  Thomas  Barclay,  fc. 
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Extract  of  a  leltwr  horn  Cofenel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  Oommiitflaiy  General  of  PriionerB»  dated 
Blad^hsbubg,  March  13, 1814. 
Sir:  I  consider  itacircumstaDce  to  be  lamented 
that  Captains  Barss  and  Nichols  should  remain 
prisoners  in  close  confinement,  both  being  respect- 
able characters;  if,  therefore,  it  meets  your  wishes, 
I  am  -ready  to  write  to  the  Commissioners  in 
London  to  exchange  Captain  Nichols  for  Cap- 
tain Bar^s  without  delay,  and  request  them  to 
restore  him,  on  the  receipt  of  my  letter,  to  liberty, 
and  allow  him  to  return  in  the  first  conveyance, 
public  or  private,  to  America.  In  return,  I  shall 
expect  Captain  Barss  to  be  admitted  to^his  parole", 
and,  on  the  arrival  of  Captain  Nichols  in  these 
States,  to  be  immediately  exchanged ;  or,  on  re- 
ceiving a  letter  from  the  Commissioners  expres- 
sive of  their  assent  to  these  exchanges,  that  Cap- 
tain Barss  «hall  be  permitted  to  return  to  Nova 
Scotia  on  parole  in  the  first  conveyance. 

Office  Comm'rt  Gbn^l  oi'  Prjooncrs, 
Wasbivgton,  Mar6h  23^  1614. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant, 
I  readily  consent  to  your  proposition  that  the  ex- 
change of  Captain  Barss  against  Captain  Nichols 
take  place ;  Captain  Barss  bein^  specially  held 
for  that  purpose,  as  I  had  the  honor  to  inform 
you  in  my  letter  of  the  14th  ultimo. 

So  soon  as  you  shall  announce  to  me  that 
Captain  Nichols  is  paroled,  a  similar  indulgence 
ishall  be  extended  to  Captain  Bars^i;  and  when- 
ever you  may  have  it  in  your  power  to  inform 
me  that  Captain  Nichols  is  embarked,  with  per- 
mission to  return  to  the  United  States  fdr  the 
purpose  of  his  exchange,  Captain  Barss  shall  be 
immediately  permitted  to  go  on  parole  to  Nova 
Scotia.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^., 

J.  MASON. 

Col.  Thomas  Barclay,  f  c. 


To  obviate  any  further  misunderstanding  on 
the  subject  of  Captain  Nichols  and  Barss,  it  may 
be  proper  to  remind  yon  that  I  did  not  agree  lo 
all  the  propositions  made  in  your  letter  <^  the 
13th  of  March  relative  to  them,  as  you  seem  to 
convey  in  yours  of  the  24f  h  instant.  This  will  be 
seen  by  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  22d  instant. 
I  have,  ^.,.  J.MASON. 

Col.  THOiCAa  Barclay,  ^. 


Bladenibubo,  March  24, 1814. 

Bir:  I  have,  by  this  morning's  mail,  received 
your  letter  of  the  22d  instant,  in  answer  to  mine 
of  the  13thj  respecting  Captains  Barss  and  Nichols, 
and  agreeing  to  my  propositions.  Anxious  for 
their  release  and  exchange,  I  delayed  not  a  mo- 
ment to  write  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  enclosed  them  a  copy  of  your  letter,  and 
requested  their  immediate  answer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  my  letter  to  them 
to  you,  and  request  you  will  forward  it  by  to- 
morrow's mail  to  the  Marshal  of  New  York,  to  be 
put  in  the  letter  bag  of  the  vessel  for  Gottenburg. 
I  have,  dbc,  T.  BARCLAY. 

General  Mason. 

Officr  Comh'ry  Gen'l  of  Prisoners, 
Washington,  March  30, 1814. 
Sir  :  The  letter  for  tl^e  Commissioners  of  your 
Transport  Board,  enclosed  on  the  24lh  instant, 
was,  immediately  on  its  reception,  sent  to  the 
Marshal  of  New  York,  to  go  by  the  cartel  to 
Gottenburg. 


Blapensburo,  April  1, 1814. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  [30th]  of  March  I  re* 
ceived  by  thb  day's  post,  and  I  have  the  satiafae- 
tion  to  acqtuiint  you  there  is  [no]  probability  of 
a  misunderstanding  between  you  and  me  respect* 
ing  the  release  on  parole  in  these  States,  or  even* 
tual  return  of  Captaia  Barss  to  Nova  Scotia,  as 
you  apprehend  might  occur  in  consequence  ef 
your  letter  to  me  of  the  22d  ultimo,  not  precisely 
conforming  to  the  proposals  contained  in  mjr  lec^ 
ter  of  the  13th  oi  that  month,  and  to  which  it 
was  an  answer. 

.  In  my  letter  to  the  Commissioners,  I  not  only 
enclosed  them  a  copy  of  jour  letter  of  the  29d  of 
March,  but  concludf^d  it  in  the  words  following  : 
**  Permit  me  to  request  an  early  answer,  so  that 
Captain  Barss  mav  be  permitted  to  rettmi  to 
Nova  Scotia,  in  the  event  of  your  agreeing  to 
parole  or  exchange  Captain  Nichols  for  hint; 
and  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  particular  atteotkia 
to  the  condition  expressed  in  the  CommissHry 
General's  letter,  a  copy  whereof,  marked  A,  is 
enclosed."     I  have  the  honor  to  be«  dbc, 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Mason,,  ^c. 

F. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners^  dated 

SfiPTEMBRR  17, 1813. 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  copies  of 
letters  received  by  the  special  cartel  Roxana,  at 
Boston,  from  Rear  Admiral  Griffith,  Port  Admi* 
ral  at  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia^  and  Lieutenant  Mil- 
ler, agent  for  transports  and  prisoners  of  war.  I 
assure  you  it  is  with  extreme  pain  I  learn  from 
letters  that  it  has.  been  found  necessary,  on  the 
part  of  His  Majesty,  to  resort  U>  such  unpleaasBC 
measures,  in  consequence  of  the  treatment  of 
British  prisoners  in  these  States.  Several  of  my 
former  letters  to  you  have  conveyed  my  opioioa 
that  ultimately  these  measures  would  be  adopted. 
It  is  not,  at  present,  my  intention  to  call  in  qa«a> 
tion  either  the  justice  or  policy  of  thb  Goreni- 
ment  in  confining  British  subjects,  by  way  of  re- 
taliation, for  persons  taken  on  board  American 
ships  of  war  and  private  armed  vessels,  claimed 
and  proved  to.  be  native  bom  subjects  of  Hia 
Majesty,  with  the  single  exception  o|Camaia 
Nichols,  of  the  Pecatur  privateer,  sent  to  Bng^ 
land  to  be  tried,  charged  with  an  offence  commit- 
ted prior  to  the  war,  cognizable  in  His  MajeaCf's 
ordinary  courts  of  justice.  I  shall  only  remark, 
for  your  coosideraUon^  that  there  are  at  least  six 
times  as  many  American  prisoners  to  His  Ma- 
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jeaty  as  there areBritish  prisoners  in  tbese  States; 
•ad  that,  if  the  system  is  maiotained,  the  ioeri- 
table  coDseqaence  roost  be,  that  all  the  prisoners 
OB  both  sides  must  suffer. 

Yott  will  pereeire  from  Lieu  tenant  Miller's 
letter,  and  the  abstract  of  prisoners  now  enclosed, 
that  his  Kxeelleney  Sir  Cieorge  Prevost  has  sent 
a  nomber  of  American  prisoners  to  Halifax,  Nora 
Scotia,  from  diiebec ;  the  ffreater  proportion  of 
t^ese  are  land  forces,  three  hondred  and  seventy- 
seven  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  and 
for ty-foar  commissioned  officers,  incloding  a  few 
naval  characters. 

[Enclosed  in  the  preceding.] 
Sir  :  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  which  a 
vessel,  likely  to  touch  at  a  port  in  the  United 
States^ffers  to  inform  vou  timt  your  despatch  to 
Sir  J.  Warren,  by  the  Agnes,  containing  one  let- 
ter, dated  the  27th  of  July,  together  with  the  copy 
of  a  letter  to  General  Mason^  was  delivered  to 
me;  and  that,  in  the  absence  of  Sir  John,  I 
thought  it  necessary  to  open  it. 

Understanding  from  the  master  of  the  cartel, 
as  well  as  from  the  prisoners  that  came  in  her, 
that  the  British  prisoners  put  in  jail,  on  a  retali- 
atoYy  order  of  the  American  Government,  con- 
tinue in  confinement,  I  have  taken  upon  myself 
to  order  the  agent  here.  Lieutenant  Miller,  to  fol- 
low the  example  of  the  American  Government, 
and  immediateljr  to  shut  up  in  the  jail  of  this 
town  two  American  prisoners  of  war  for  every 
British  subject  be  may  in  future  learn,  on  satis- 
f^tory  information,  are  confined  in  the  jails  of 
•  the  United  States.    I  have,  4te. 

EDWARD  QRIFFITH, 
Bear  AdmiraL 
Eztnct  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  WOliam  Miller, 
British  agent  for  pnsoners  of  war,  to  Colonel  Thom- 
as BareUvy  general  agent  for  British  prisoners  in 
the  United  Sutes,  dated 

Halifax,  August  28, 1813. 
I  have  the  honor  to  scknowledjie  the  receipt  of 
Tour  letters  of  the  3d  ultimo  ana  2d  instant,  and 
Herewith  beg.leave  to  enclose  progressive  returns 
of  American  and  French  prisoners  of  war  in  my 
custody  to  date,  and  received  since  my  last  return, 
(17th  instant,)  four  hundred  and  ninety  Ameri- 
can prisoners  of  war  from  duebec,  per  Ris  Ma- 
jesty's ship  Regulus  and  Melpomene,  a  list  of 
which  I  cannot  transmit,  in  consequence  of  mv 
not  having  been  furnisheo  with  any  from  the  Mel- 
pomene, but  trust,  by  the  next  conveyance,  I  will 
be  enabled  to  forward  you  the  same. 

OpPICE  CoMM'bT  Gcn'L  op  PRISOllfiRS, 

.  Washington,  Sept  22, 1813. 

Sir:  I  received  vesterday  the  letter  you  did 
me  the  honor  to  address  me  on  the  17th  instant, 
eneloeing  copies  of  a  communication  to  you  from 
Mr.  Miller,  your  agent  for  prisoners  at  Halifax^ 
dated  the  28th  of  August,  and  of  one  from  Ad- 
miral Griffith,  without  date ;  by  these  I  learn,  in 
general  terms  only,  that  the  officers  of  your  Gov- 
ernment at  fUifaz  have  thought  proper  to  desig- 


nate a  certain  number  of  American  prisoners -of 
war  at  that  nlace  to  be  imj^risoned^  on  the  plea  of 
counter-retaliation  for  British  prisoners  of  war 
held  in  confipement,  as  you  have  been  from  time 
to  time  informed,  as  hostages,  to  answer  for  the 
safety  and  proper  tt'eatment  of  American  prison- 
ers heretofore  named  to  you,  unwarrantably  de- 
tained and  transported  to  England  or  elsewhere 
for  trial. 

On  that  day  i  received,  also,  letters  from  our 
agent  for  prisoners  at  Halifax,  Mr*  Mkchell, 
which  came  bv  the  same  vessel,  the  cartel  Ros- 
ana,  and  which  supply  that  part  of  the  system 
adopted  at  Halifax,  not  disclosed  by  your  d^ 
apatches.  Sixteen  American  citizens  we  now 
know,  sir,  have  been  cast  into  dungeons ;  six  of- 
ficers of  privateers,  to  wit :  two  captains,  three 
lieutenants,  and  a  sailing-master,  have  been  thrust 
into  one  noisome  hole  of  the  area  of  nine  feet  by 
seven,  where  they  are  only  permitted  to  receive 
the  means  of  respiration  and  the  light  of  heavda 
through  an  iron-barred  aperture  of  twenty-four 
by  ten  inches.  Ten  of  the  brave  crew  of  the 
Cbesapeake  frigate,  a  carpenter,  a  boatswaiq,  and 
eight  seamen  have  been  crammed  into  two  simi- 
lar dark  and  impure  receptacles  of  wretchedness. 
One  hundred  and  fifty-nine  American  soldiers 
and  seamen  have  been  picked  out  from  their  com- 
rades, and  sent  to  England  for  trial.  I  shall  for 
the  present,  sir,  make  no  comment  on  the  charac- 
ter of  these  transactions.  Yon  must  be  sensible 
that  the  spirit  and  justice  of  this  nation  will  not 
permit  such  wrongs  to  go  unredressed. 

When  the  measures  of  the  Government  are 
taken  you  shall  be  informed.  In  tl^  meantime, 
however,  it  becomes  proper  to  apprize  you  that 
these  will  not,  in  the  smallest  degree,  be  influenced 
by  the  consideration  which  you  are  pleased  to 
hold  up  to  our  view  of  the  present  balance  of 
prisoners  in  your  possession.  The  fortune  of  war 
may  change  this  state  of  things,  or  the  Govern- 
ment may  resort  to  other  means  of  redress  affainsc 
outragesonhumanity,  if  unfortunately  they  should 
not  be  discontinued  j  but,  whatever  may  at«anf 
time  be  its  advantage  on  this  score,  you  may  he 
assured,  sir,  that  it  will  never  avail  itself  of  the 
power  it  may  happen  to  have  to  violatea  solitary 
principle  of  right^  or  cause  a  single  individual  to 
suffer  unnecessarily.  On  all  occasions  where  ri- 
gid treatment  has  been  used  by  us  towards  any  of 
your  prisoners  of  war,  it  has  been  forced  on  us  by 
some  previous  act  of  your  officers.  Our  system 
has  been  purely  retaliatory,  and  of  the  mildest 
nature,  since  the  manner  of  the  confinement  has 
never  as  yet  been  used  by  us  to  inflict  punishmenL 
or  made  more  close  thau  was  requisite  to  hold 
secure  against  escape  the  persons  of  the  individ- 
uals designated,  ultimately,  to  answer  for  conse- 
quences ;  and  we  have  never  failed  to  release  in- 
stantly, on  being  informed  that  the  cause  for  re- 
taliation bad  ceased. 

I  have  not  made  these  observations,  sir,  to  divert 
you  from  your  purpose.  If  it  is  taken,  as  seems 
to  be  indicated  by  the  course  pursued  at  Halifax, 
we  are  ready  to  meet,  by  corresponding  measures, 
every  treatment  of  prisoners  taken  in  war,  nnau- 
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tborised  by  the  practice  of  Datlons,  as  well  as  that 
af  other  of  our  citizens,  held  in  confiaement  by 
the  authorities  of  your  GoverameDt,  muth.  per- 
haps too  much,  of  which  has  not  heretofore  been 
brought  into  account,  in  the  constant  hope  that  a 
ralaxation  on  your  part  might  prevent  the  open- 
inff  of  wounds  additional  to  those  necessarily 
inflicted  by  the  ordinary  course  of  ciFilized  war* 
fare.  On  the  other  hand,  I  have  more  than  once 
had  occasion  to  assure  you,  and  now  with  the 
greater  sincerity  repeat,  that  I  hav«  been  con- 
stantly instructed,  and  thai  it  is  naost  ardently 
mj  own  wish,  so  to  conduct  the  treatment  of 
pfisoners  of  war,  as  that  the  only  einulation  be- 
tween  us  will  be  who  shall  most  frequently,  and 
most  effectually  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  the  un- 
foHonate  individuals  whom  the  fortune  of  war 
may,  from  time  to  time,  place  in  the  respective 
power  of  the  two  Cbvernments. 

I  earnestly  invite  your  attention,  sir^  to  the  al- 
ternative, and  shall,  I  pray  yon  to  believe,  much 
rejoice  if  you  adopt  the  latter.    I  have  dbc« 

J.  MASON. 

Colonel  Thomas  Barolay,  d&c. 

Halifax,  September  2, 1813. 

8iB :  I  have  written  you  much,  under  different 
dales,  to  go  by  this  vessel,  the  Roxana.  I  have 
yet  much  to  write,  and,  if  possible,  of  a  more  un- 
pleasant nature  than  what  I  have  had  occasion  to 
mention  since  my  coming  here. 

I  mention  being  informed  of  oar  prisoners  be- 
ins^  sent  to  the  jau  here.  Last  night  brought  me 
a  letter  from  Mr.  James  Trask,  Captain  Lane, 
and  four  others,  informing  me  of  their  having 
beisn  brought  from  Melville  island,  and  were  then 
confined  in  the  dungeon  of  the  common  jail. 

This  morning,  at  ei^ht  o'clock,  I  s^n|C  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Miller,  of  which  you  have  herewith  a 
copy.  About  three,  P.  M.,  he  called  on  and  ac- 
f  ompauied  me  to  the  jail ;  there  I  found  the  per- 
sons mentioned  on  the  list  herewith.  The  six 
officers  of  privateers  are  in  one  dungeon,  having 
a  light  of  about  twenty- four  by  ten  inches,  grated. 
The  dungeon  is  nine  feet  by  seven  feet.  In  two 
similar  holes  are  ten  men  belonging  to  the  crew 
^  the  Chesapeake,  five  in  each.  I  have  already 
informed  you  elcYen  of  this  crew  have  been  sent 
on  i>oard  different  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
ships  of  war.  In  addition  tf  this,  I  lament  to 
have  occasion  to  inform  you  that,  besides  the 
fifty-nine  men  belonging  to  our  troops  sent  here 
from  Canada,  they  have  picked  one  hundred  sea^ 
Iftoo  from  the  prison  at  Melville  island,  cbieflv 
from  crews  of  privateers.  They  are  embarked, 
and  ready  to  sail  for  England.  I  have  asked  for 
the  list,  which  the  agent  has  promised  me.  A 
copv  shall  be  sent  you  as  early  as  possible.  I 
could  not  describe,  even  if  time  would  admit, 
how  painful  this  unwarrantable  conduct  renders 
my  situation.  As  Mr.  Miller  did  not  answer  my 
la^t  letters,  he  proposed  to  me  to  see  the  admiral, 
informing  me  Admiral  Griffith  had  said  to  him 
he  would  see  me  at  any  time  i  but  I  declined  the 
iaviiatioAi  satisfied  no  good  could  letttlt  from  it. 


He  had  taken  his  measures,  and  before  I  coaM 
see  him  to-morrow  our  men  will  be  out  of  the 
harbor,  and  no  supplication  on  my  part  would 
relieve  one  of  the  sixteen  from  tjieir  horrid  daa- 
geon.  It  is  their  colintry  that  must  redress  them. 
They  are  all  in  spirits,  confident  it  will  do  so.  Be 
assured,  sir,  that  this,  nor  harsher  treatment,  will 
intimidate  a  man  who  is  here  in  confinement,  and 
I  hope  it  will  rouse  every  man  who  is  at  home. 

I  mtist  here  observe  to  you  that  on  Mr.  Mil- 
ler's calling  oni  me,  and  not  having  written  to  me, 
I  complained  of  his  stating  the  men  as  baviof^ 
entered  or  given  themselves  up  as  British  sub- 
jects. His  reply  was,  it  was  in  consequence  of 
the  report  made  from  the  ships  to  him,  though  it 
was  evident  he  did  not  believe  a  man  had  given 
himself  up  as  a  British  subjecL  I  comphKiaed 
of  it  as  an  unmanly  stibterfuge,  and  a  breach  of 
the  cartel.  Besides  the  Ibt  he  gave  me,  he  men- 
tioned three  had  been  sent  to  England  in  the ' 
Spartan,  Captain  Brenton ;  she  sailed  a  few  days 
since.  I  shall  receive  their  names  and  forward 
them  to  you. 

As  the  men  ordered  for  England  from  the  pris- 
on were  badly  off  for  clothes,  and  I  could  not  pro- 
core  any  ready  made,  I  requested  Mr.  Miller  to 
supply  them  with  shirts,  shoes,  d^.,  from  his 
stores,  which  he  has  promised  me  to  do.  This  I 
hope  will  meet  your  approbation. 

I  am  sir,  year  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MITCHELL. 

John  Mason,  Esq.,  C^miMeary^  ^c 


Halivax,  September  3;  1813. 

Sib  :  It  was  with  mueh  concern  that  I  yester- 
day learned  several  American  prisoners  of  war, 
one  of  them  Mr.  James  Trask^  were  in  the  dan^ 
geon  of  the  common  prison  in  this  town.  Will 
you,  sir,  be  pleased  to  inform  me  the  particaiar 
offence  of  each  person  who  has  been  Okoved  from 
Melville  island  to  (he  jail  here,  or  why  it  has 
been  done,  and  whether  I  can  visit  them  alone 
to-day  ?  if  not,  if  you  will  do  me  the  honor  to 
accompany  me,  and  at  what  hour? 

As  regards  Mr.  Trask,  I  beg  to  remind  you  of 
a  conversation  that  took  place  in  my  office,  in 
which  I  informed  you,  that  it  bad  been  reported 
Mr.  Trask  was  likely  to  receive  severe  treatment 
for  having  broken  nis  parole,  and  going  to  sea 
previous  to  his  exchange ;  that  the  marshal  find* 
ing  Mr.  Lightbody,  of  the  Maidstone  British  fri- 
ftLie  in  like  situation,' he  would  detain  him,  sub- 
ject to  similar  treatment  as  Mr.  Trdsk.  On  yoar 
assuring  me  Mr.  Trask  should  be  treated  and  ex- 
changed like  the  other  prisoners,  and  exchanged 
with  them,  I  wrote  Mr.  Prince,  the  mtfabal  at 
Boston ;  in  consequence  of  which  Mr.  Lightbody 
was  permitted  to  return  here  in  the  Agnes.  He, 
I  presume,  is  now  here,  and  can  explain  the  treat- 
ment he  received  at  Boston.  Further  remarka  I 
shall  not  make  on  this  business,  until  I  have  tbe 
honor  to  hear  from  you.    I  am.  sir,  Ac. 

JOHN  MITCHELL, 
Agent  U.  3.  for  exchange  of  prisanerg^ 

Lt.  Wm.  Millie,  AgmU  for  Primmere. 
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XztiscI  of  m  leUer  from  Colonel  Thomas  Bardie  lo 
the  ComaiMer^  General  of  Prisoners* 

Sbptbmbbr  37, 1813. 
Yovr  letter  of  the  22d  carrent,  in  answer  to  a 
ptrt  of  mj  letter  of  the  17th  instant  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  receive.  The  copies  otletters  then 
enclosed  to  yon  contained  all  the  information  I 
had  received  from  Hdifax  on  the  subject  of 
American  prisoners  put  into  confinement  in  re- 
taliation for  firitish  prisoners  confined  in  the 
United  States.  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  contra- 
dict Mr.  Mitchell's  statement,  either  with  respect 
to  the  places  in  which  these  prisoners  have  been 
eonftuM,  or  that  "one  hundred  and  fifty-nine 
other  prisoners,  soldiers,  and  seamen,  have  )>een 
picked  out  from  the  American  prisoners,  and  sent 
to  Bngland  for  trial."  I  am,  however,  led  to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  his  information  with  re- 
gard to  the  former,  from  the  expressions  in  Rear 
Admiral  Griffith's  letter,  that  he  had  taken  upon 
himself  to  order  the  agent,  Lieutenant  Miller^  to 
follow  the  example  of  the  American  Government, 
and  immediately  to  shut  up  in  the  jail  of  this  town 
(Halifax)  two  American  prisoners  fbr  every 
British  suhject  be  may  in  lliture  learn,  on  satis- 
factory information,  are  confined  in  the  jails  of 
the  United  States;  the  words  "in  the  jail  of  this 
town"  not  comporting  either  with  dungeons  or 
noisome  holes,  d^,  represented  by  Mr.  Mitchell. 
Not  any  of  my  letters  notice  prisoners  being  sent 
to  England  for  trial.  Had  this  been  the  case,  I 
feel  assured  Lieutenant  Miller  would  have  men* 
tioned  it;  because,  in  accounting  for  the  number 
of  prisoners,  he  is  very  particular,  and  in  his  last 
return  he  gives  the  names  of  (I  think  ten)  pis- 
oners,  who  nad  acknowledged  tnemselves  British 
subjects,  and  had  been  turned  over  to  His  Ma- 

iesty's  ships  of  war.  If  he.  therefore,  noticed  ten, 
think  it  more  than  probaole  he  would  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-nine.  This,  however,  is  simply  a 
deduction  from  analogy,  and  I  beg  leave  to  repeat, 
I  do  not  contradict  Im*.  Mitchell's  assertion. 

Whatever  may  be  the  situation  of  the  American 
prisoners  thus  confined  in  the  jail  at  Halifax,  it  is 
eridently  the  consequence  of  His  Majesty's  sub- 
jects having  been  confined  in  the  United  States 
oi  America,  by  way  of  retaliation  for  British  sub- 
jeeta  (with  tho  exception  of  Captain  Nichoh,  of 
theDesiitnr  privateer,)  taken  in  arms  against  tiieir 
Kiflig,  and  sent  to  England  for  trial. 

It  reals  with  dita  Ctovernmefti  to  determine 
whether  it  will  continue  its  claims  to  protect  His 
ll^estjr's  subjects  foond  on  the  high  seas,  or  in 
Hb  Majesty's  dAoainioas,  in  arms  against  their 
aevereign,  at  the  expense  of  the  ease,  c<Mnfort, 
aad  pcsnaM  lives,  of  its  native  citizens,  or  restore 
tiiem  to  freedom,  by  abandoning  a  doctrine  not 
acknowledged  by  any  European  Power. 

I  pass  over,  without  remarki  the  remainder  of 
your  letler,  on  the  unpleasant  part  of  this  subject, 
aa  the  pvofiriety  of  these  measwes  mast  be  eoa- 
aidend,  and  effectually  eorreeted,  by  eor  reapac- 
tive  Governnienu ;  and  hasten  to  assure  you,  that 
it  is  Hia  Majesty's  earnest  desire  thai  the  aubjecu 
tad  citiiens  ef  iNKh  nations,  made  prisoners  da- 


ring the  war,  may  receive  every  coaifort  aad  in* 
dttigence  that  humanity  dictates. 

Oprios  Comh't  Gbn'l  op  Pbibonbrb, 

Wabhinqtoic,  Sept.  28, 1813. 

Sir  :  By  late  advices  from  our  agent  at  Hali- 
fax for  prisoners,  we  are  informed  that  the  enemy 
have  dealt  out  to  a  number  of  our  prisoners  oT 
war  in  their  possession  at  that  place  a  most  inhu* 
man  and  violent  degree  of  punishment,  in  retalia- 
tion, as  they  allege,  for  the  confinement  of  cer- 
tain prisoners  of  theirs  held  by  us  as  hostages,  to 
answer  for  the  safety  and  jproper  treatment  af 
several  of  our  officers  and  seamen,  made  prisonera 
of  war  by  them,  unjustifiably  held,  and  sent  off  to 
England  or  other  places  for  trial.  Thev  have  ae- 
tuaUy  thrown  sixteen  of  our  eitkens  (a  descri^ 
iive  list  of  whom  is  annexed)  info  dungeons,  toe 
dimensions  of  which  are  nine  feet  by  seven,  naT«> 
ing  each  a  single  grated  light  of  tbout  twenty- 
four  by  ten  inches ;  the  six  officers  of  privateers 
lie  together,  tortqred  in  one  of  these  wretched 
holes,  and  five  ef  the  Chesapeake's  crew  in  eadi 
of  two  others. 

The  Bdtieh  authorities  at  Qalifax  have,  more- 
over, selected  from  the  mass  of  our  prisoners  ia 
their  possession,  and  sent  to  England  on  the  plea 
of  their  being  British  subjects,  one  hundred  se^ 
men  and  fifty-4iine  soldiers. 

These  proceeding  eaU  kmdty  on  the  Govern^ 
meat  for  redress ;  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  this 
can  be  only  had  by  causing  the  cruelty  of  the 
enemv  to  be  felt  also  by  their  own  subjects,  indi- 
vidually innocent.  I  am  commanded  by  the  Pree- 
ident  to  direct  that  you  will,  with  as  little  dday 
as  possibk,  after  the  reception  of  tbis  or dec^  ^^^p 
nate  and  confine  in  dnageoas,  simiiAri  as  near% 
as  possible,  to  those  I  have  described  as  used  hf 
the  ene»iy,  sixteen  prisoners  of  war,  British  sube> 
jects,  now  in  your  charge,  or  who  will  very  sooa 
be  so  placed  by  the  late  arraagement  made,  aa 
you  are  advised,  of  marching  au  the  prisoners  oft 
the  maritime  frontier  East  of  you  to  Salem ;  that 
is  to  say,  six  officers  of  privateers,  of  as  nearly 
equal  rank  as  caa  be  done  witli  thoee  enumerated 
in  the  annexed  list,  now  so  confined  at  Halifax, 
and  ten  of  the  erew  oi  the  bte  British  sloop-of- 
war  Boxer;  that  is,  one  boatswain  and  one  car- 
penter, or  two  peuy  offiaers  of  eqaal  rank,  aad 
eight  seamen,  then  to  be  held  in  retaliatioa  for 
the  cruelty  e^tercned  by  the  enemy  at  HaMfax  on 
a  like  namber  of  oar  prisoners^  as  befoia  stated; 
and  further,  that  you  will  immediatelv  desigaaM 
one  hundred  other  seamen,  British  soajaets,  pris- 
oners of  waY,  beloogiag  to  men  of  war,  privateen, 
and  merehantmeo,  sepaimte  them  from  the  ordi- 
nary prisoners  of  war,  place  them  in  eloee  oon- 
fineiaeiit,  so  as  to  prevent  ^fieetoaUy  the  meana 
of  eso^^,  but  not  to  iafiiet  punishment,  and  there 
hold  them  as  hoetages,  to  aaswer  for  the  safety 
a^d  proper  tieatpMnt  of  the  one  hundred  Aman- 
cao  seamen  eent  from  Halifax  la  Eaataad,  in  the 
manner  I  have  already  described.  Tou  will  ia- 
form  all  those  anfortaaate  persons  so  designated 
and  confined,  of  t|ie  caoaea  by  which  eooh  a 
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measare  has  been  forced  oo  us,  and  you  will  be 
pleased  to  make  a  speedy  and  regular  return.  For 
the  treatment  of  the  fifty-nine  soldiers  I  will  give 
the  requisite  orders  in  another  q^uarter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
James  Prince,  Esq.,  J.  MASON. 

Marshal  of  Massachueettt, 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  CommiMaiy  General  of 
Prisoners,  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dated 

September  20, 1813. 
In  your  leUer  of  the  Hth  instant,  I  am  inform* 
ed  that  Sir  George  Prerost  had  sent  a  number  of 
American  prisoners,  amounting  to  three  hundred 
and  seyenty-seven  non-commissioned  oflSeers  and 
prirates,  and  forty-four  commissioned  officers, 
principally  land  forces,  from  the  station  for  ex- 
change at  Ctuebec  to  that  of  Halifax.  Desirous 
of  confining  my  observations  at  that  time -to  a 
distinct  subject,  I  did  not,  in  my  reply  to  part  of 
your  letter  of  that  date,  make  any  remarCs  on  this 


most  unexpected  proceeding;  I  have  now,  sir,  to 
demand  the  reasons  for  that  unjustifiable  step, 
which  can  but  be  considered  as  in  direct  hostility 
with  the  provisions  of  the  cartel,  and  as  a  meas- 
ure replete  with  harshness  and  severity  towards 
our  officers  and  men  so  removed ;  since  they  have 
been  thus  subjected  to  an  inconvenient  and  dan- 
gerous sea  voyase^  (by  which  many,  as  I  am  in- 
formed by  Mr.  Mitchell,  have  sunered  much,) 
and  placed  in  a  situation  more  remote  and  difii- 
cult  as  to  communication  for  exchange,  without 
any  plea  of  necessity  or  safely.  What  was  in- 
tended by  this  removal,  or  what  other  measures 
of  a  similar  nature  may  be  in  contemplation  by 
your  officers,  is  not  for  me  to  anticipate;  but  it  is 
proper  to  inform  you  that  letters  have  been  re- 
ceived from  some  of  our  officers  of  rank,  prisoners 
in  Canada,  communicating  that  it  has  been  inti- 
mated bf  the  commander  of  the  British  forces 
that  he  mtended  sending  a  considerable  pan  of 
our  land  forces  to  England,  aod  among  them 
some,  if  not  all.  of  the  wneral  officers,  f  find  in 
your  letter  of  tne  22d  instant,  the  following  pas- 
sage: '^Tou  will  perceive,  from  my  letter  to  you 
of  the  17th  instant,  that  his  Excellency  Sir  George 
Prevost  has  found  it  necessary  to  send  a  number 
of  American  officers,  non-commissioned  officers^ 
and  privates,  from  duebec  to  Halifax.  I  regret 
this  circumstance,  as  we  were,  as  you  say,  on  the 
eve  of  exchanging  them  by  a  land  route ;  that  is 
now  out  of  our  power.  I  request  your  answer  for 
the  proposal  contained  in  my  letter  of  the  17th 
instant.** 

Am  I  to  understand  from  this  that  all  the 
American  prisoners  are  already,  or  will  be,  re- 
moved from  duebec  ?  Mv  impres^ons  were,  that 
you  hold  there  about  douole  the  number  of  those 
reported  to  have  been  sent  to  Halifax.  Be  pleased 
to  inform  me  on  this  subject 

If  the  remaining  part  of  the  troops  be  not  re- 
moved, I  must  remonstrate,  in  the  most  positive 
terms,  as  well  against  what  has  been  done,  at 
against  any  Aiture  removal  of  our  officers  or  men 
from  the  station  in  Canada  appointed  for  ex- 
changes, to  other  and  distant  stations,  by  useless 
and  harassing  voyages  by  sea. 


Harlem,  October  1, 1813. 

Sir:  In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  27th  of  Sep- 
tember, in  answer  to  youra  of  the  22d  of  that 
month,  I  acquainted  you  that  Lieutenant  Miller, 
His  Majesty's  agent  for  transports  and  prisoners 
of  war  at  Halitax,  had  not,  in  his  communica- 
tions to  me,  made  mention  of  any  American  pris- 
oners having  been  sent  to  England,  and  that  Rear 
Admiral  Griffith  had  also  been  silent  on  that  sab- 
jeet.  I  at  the  same  time  gave  you  my  reasons 
for  doubting  the  fact. 

I  yesterday,  however,  received  a  letter  from 
Lieutenant  Miller,  dated  the  l7th  of  September, 
in  which  were  enclosed  copies  of  the  names  of 
one  hundred  and  one  naval  and  fifty-nine  milita- 
rv  prisoners  sent  to  England  in  His  Majesty's 
ships  Melpomene  and  Regulus.  Copies  of  these 
lists  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you.    You  will 
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perceive  that  the  fifty-niae  soldiers  sent  to  Eog- 
Ifthd  are  deserters  from  His  Majesty's  service, 
and  the  Dame  of  the  regiment  to  which  each  of 
them  belonged  (Placed  opposite  their  names.  With 
respect  to  the  one  hundred  and  one  seamen,  yoa 
wiU  observe  that  Lieutenant  Miller  notices  three 
who  were  sent,  "  supposed  to  be  British  subjects,^' 
opposite  to  whose  names  he  has  made  this  nonii- 
cia  (t)*  He  has  also  placed  a  mark  (*\  opposite 
to  the  names  of  fifteen  other  seamen,  who  he  says 
are  ^  men  who  have  been  twice  found  in  arms 
before  they  were  exchanged."  Eighty*three  of 
the  seamen  sent  to  England  have  no  mark  oppo- 
site to  their  names.  I  regret  this  circumstance, 
as  it  i«  my  anxious  wish  to  give  every  possible 
information  on  the  subject,  f  apprehend  they 
are  men  who  have  acknowledged  themselves  to 
be  British  subjects. « I  shall,  however,  avail  my- 
self of  the  earliest  conveyance  to  request  Lieu- 


tenant Miller  to  give  me  the  reasons  respecting 
the  eighty-three  seamen  thus  sent  to  England, 
and  shall  communicate  it  to  you  when  received. 

A  copy  of  the  retnm  of  sixteen  American  pris- 
oners confined  in  the  town  lail  at  Halifax,  as  a 
retaliatory  measure  for  eight  British  prisoners 
imprisoned  in  the  United  States,  I  transmit  here- 
with. Four  of  these  are  confined  for  Squirrdl 
and  Russell,  of  His  Majesty's  ship  Dragon ;  but 
as  you  have  since  released  bquirrell  and  RusseU^ 
and  I  have  sent  Admiral  Sir  John  B.  Warren  no- 
tice of  it,  the  four  men  now  in  confinement  will 
be  released  the  instant  my  letter  is  received.  I 
shall  forward  a  duplicate,  and  also  write  Lieuten- 
ant Miller  to  release  the  four  American  prisoners 
confined  for  Squirrell  and  Eussell. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  ob't  servant. 
THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

Gen.  John  Mason,  &«. 


LUi  of  ant  hundred  American  prieanert  of  war  diicharged  from  the  euetodu  of  Lieutenant  Wiitiam 
Muier,  agent  for  jnieonere  of  war  at  HaUfax^  Neva  Seoiia^  per  order  of  Edward  Griffith^  Eeq,^  Bear 
Adnuraiof  the  Bb$e,  eommanding  in  port,  4^ 


No. 


1 

% 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

IS 

18 

14 

16 

16 

17 

18 

19 

SO 

31 

S3 

S3 

34 

36 

36 

37 

38 

39 

30 

31 

33 

33 

34 

36 

36 

37 

38 

39 


Name  of  prize. 


Whether  man-of- 
war,  privateer, 
or  merchant  vessel. 


Wiley  Reynard 


Thorn  • 

Honter 
Co«ack 


Montgomery 


Julian  Smith 


^Enterprise 


Privateer 


Privateer 

Privateer 
Privmteer 


Privateer 


Privateer 


Privateer 


Prisoners'  names. 


ThooHui  Costen 
John  Jones 
John  Jackson 
Henry  Sutler 
John  Caries 
John  Brisk 
John  Machahan 
John  Boyer 
William  Kiriipatrick 
Perry  Hall 
WiUiam  Lindsey 
tHesekiah  Wilson 
Manuel  Tois 
Joseph  Wood 
Joeeph  Brown 
N.  Holden 
Charles  Kingman 
tRobert  Parker 
Joseph  Forrester 
Zacnariah  Owen 
Qeorge  Pider 
Nathaniel  Weston 
Charies  Greene 
Benjamin  Ward 
Benjamin  Hill 
Daniel  Ropes 
Es.  Henfield 
William  Clark 
William  Wanton 
John  Forbes 
Thomas  8pari[s 
John  Phinney 
Asa  Higgins 
George  Lawrence 
Nich.  Verplnst 
Thomas  Snow 
Joseph  Cloutman 
John  Widger 
Peter  Melzard 


Qaality. 


Gunner 

Boatswain 

Cook 

Steward 

Seaman 


Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 


Seaman 
Seaman 
l^eaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 


Seaman 
Seamaff 
Seaman 
Seaman 


Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 


Seaman 


Time  when 
discharged. 


Sept. 
QepL 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
S^t 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept. 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 

s4»t 

Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
8^ 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
Sept 
BapL 
Sept 


1813 

1818 

1813 

1813 

1818 

1818 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1818' 

1818 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 

1813 


Whither,  and 
bj  what  or- 
der, and  tifo 
date  thereot 
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ifo. 


If  «me  of  prise. 


WhetKor  Biaim>f> 

WAT,  TO ivtieer, 

or  moTchant  vmmI. 


Priaonen'  names. 


Qoalitj. 


Time  when 
diacfaail^ 


WUtlier,  and 
by  what  o^ 
der,  and  the 
date  theroolL 


40 
41 
49 

43 
44 

46 

40 
47 

48 
49 
60 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 

m 

69 
#8 
64 
66 
66 
67 
66 
69 
70 
71 
78 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
88 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
98 

93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 
100 
101 


Enterprise, 


Got.  Plnmer, 


Teaser, 
Porcupine, 


Thomas, 


Rirfia, 
Wasp, 

Torktown, 


Privateer, 


Privateer, 


PriTateev^ 
Letter  of  Marque, 


I^vateer, 


Privateer, 
Prirateer« 

I^ritateer, 


Lavinia,  E.  C, 
from  Yorktown, 
Snap  Dragon, 
PoUj,   - 

Oolombiai 
Ulysses, 
Fox,     • 
Thomas, 
Torktown, 


Privateer, 

Privateer, 
Pihrateer, 

Privateer, 
Letter  of  Marque, 
Privateer, 
Privateer, 
Privateer, 


Nathan  Fuller 
John  Clothy, 
Henry  Torry 
Robert  Russell 
Frederick  Williams 
*Jease  C^ose 
•William  Clothy 
*Isaiah  Pettigal 
John  Tadton 
Isaac  McKenny 
John  Vamey 
Samuel  Moore 
*M.  Waterhouse 

*  Abraham  Francis 

*  Daniel  Lucas 
•Jacob  Johnson 
•James  Andrews 
John  Thompson 
John  Card 
Robert  Hillsbrook 
Henry  Pitman 
John  Marshal 
Pelkre  Mclmire 
•Jeremiah  Drisoo 
•Ephraim  Crass 
Robert  Brown  ' 
Thomas  Ferguson 
James  Hunter 
Robert  Forsyth 
Edward  Coojper 
James  Richardson 
Elisha  Smith 
Asa  Ti^fties 
Joseph  Spaulding 
Robert  Stoddard 
Q.  W.  Hamilton 
Goodman  Anderfon 
iohn  Jessamine 
tJohn  Davis 
Charies  Blake 
•Elisha  Punal 
•Henr^Bump 
•ChapiesJohnsdn 
Samuel  Golding 
Isaac  Gilbert 
James  Wilson 
•W.Rodgen 
Richard  |:ddy 
John  McKay 
HansSelby 
Charles  Brown 
Daniel  Stroma 
Edward  Phillipe 

John  Burae 
William  Biown 
John  Cook 
•Isaac  Hawkins 
James  Birmingham 
Thomas  Browne 
Thomas  Hutt 
James  Evejt 
James  Walling 


Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 


Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Paymaster 

Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 
Seaman 


Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1818 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Bt^L  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept.  1813 

Sept  1813 

S9pt  1813 

Sept  1813 

Seft  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1818 

Sept.  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept.  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept.  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1818 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept.  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1818 

S^t  1813 

Sn»t.  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1818 

S^t.  1813 

Sept  1813 

Sept  1813 


I 

X 

I 


.3 

m 
I 


1 
I 

m 

I 

n 


The  foregoing  Ameacan  prisonm  of  war  victualled  at  MeRrille  Island  the  day  discharged. 

W.  MILLER,  Agent  fir  Primmen  cf  Wm. 
•Men  who  have  been  twice  fbynd  in  arms  before  they  were  exchanged,    i^upposed  to  be  British  subjeote. 
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LUi  €f  Aimirktin  frumtn,  htmg  Briiith 


niuh9Mtet9,rtui9€iimiothe  eutMy  of  Wimam  MUiar,  tmd  semit  t$ 
Engkmim  board  the  Oe^mme, 


No. 

PtudMn'  iMdiM.                i  Tim*  when  tak«n. 

Name  of  British  regii- 

Whither  and  by 

! 

ment  to  which  they 

what  order  di»> 

- ! 

belonged. 

charged. 

John  Dood,                 .        .       •    •  94th  Jan«,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

John  MeGowan, 

.    1  84th  June,  1813» 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

John  Browtty 

.    i  34th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  ibot. 

Junei  Hewy, 

S4th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

Dubj  Cannodr^ 

94th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

Patrick  MeDennis, 

34th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

Jamefl  Ctrey» 

34th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

James  Giren, 

34th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

Hindren  Anderson, 

34th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

John  Mackej, 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

Thomas  Stewart, 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  fooCw 

Robert  Maxwell,      ^  • 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

^ 

Matthew  FlaghertY,    • 

24th  June,  1818, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

tg 

James  MiUer, 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

a 

James  Scott, 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

1 

Hugh  McOnire, 

24th  June.  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

Edward  Crannej, 

' . 

► 

24th  June,  1813, 

Oth  regiment  of  foot. 

•< 

Andrew  Coke, 

. 

24thJnne>  1813, 

6  A  regiment  of  foot 

O.MeHendridc, 

24th  June,  1813, 

1st  light  artUlory. 

1 

Thomas  Taggart, 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

Thomas  8.  Newland,  • 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

ss 

J.  Fitapatrick, 
James  Lomy, 

24tfa  June^  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

'S 

ss 

24th  June,  1813, 
24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

i 

SA 

Mkhabl  Wajne, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

f6 

John  Lyndi, 

24tfiJune,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

1 

M 

Thomas  Chiyten, 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

27 

Jamea  Evansi 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

S8 

Bamej  Hoy, 

24th  June,  1813, 

I4th  regiment  of  foot 

29 

Major  Watson, 

24th  June,  l8l^ 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

30 

Matthew  CampbeU,    • 

24th  Jnner  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

31 

John  Napemay, 
WiUiam  Melnn, 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regtflMnt  of  foot. 

i 

«l 

24th  Jane,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

33 

Wiffiam  McRoy, 

24th  June.  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

t 

34 

Edward  ETans, 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

w 

35 

Charles  McKeeTer,     • 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

1 

36 

Charles  Dencon, 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

37 

Edward  Benmade^      • 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

38 

George  Coartney, 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

X 

39 

WUIiam  Sloin, 

24th  J^e,  1813, 

14th  ngiment  of  foot 

s 

40 

Archibald  Patterson,  • 

24th  June.  1818, 

14th  vegiment  of  foot 

41 

Robert  If  orton. 

24th  June,  1813, 

Ml  regimeni  of  foot 

.9 

43" 

Edward  Gonnan^ 

24tk  June,  1813, 

0th  legiment  of  foot 

1 

43 

Domiaick  C4naon» 

24lh  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

44 

Jamea  Honter, 

24th  June,  1813, 

Gth  regiment  of  foot. 

46 

James  Brown, 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

H 

46 

John  Barlow, 

24th  June,  1813, 

5th  regiment  of  foot. 

3 

47 

William  KeOy, 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

i 

48 

Patrick  Cahoe, 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

40 

John  Eagan, 
Samuel  Gray, 

24th  June,  1813, 

1st  regiment  of  foot 

60 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

51 

WilUam  McETer, 

24th  Jnne,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot. 

6S 

John  Smith, 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

53 

John  Todd, 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

54 

George  McMidlen, 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  reghnent  of  foot. 

56 

Charies  KeQey, 

24th  June,  1813, 

I4th  regiment  of  foM. 

50 

John  Smiely, 

24lh  June,  1813, 

14th  fegfiaent  of  foot 

57 

Benj.  McConagehy,    - 

24th  June,  1813, 

14lh  vagiment  of  foot 

58 

Con.  CyNell, 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  reganeni  of  foot 

6f 

JriinFeniley,             -       -       - 

24th  June,  1813, 

14th  regiment  of  foot 

W.  MILLER,  Agent  for  Primmen  of  War. 
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Bztnct  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  Commifiary  General  of  Prisonen,  dated 
October  3, 1813. 
I  have  prepared  an  extract  of  that  letter  [/Voin 
the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners,  or  22d 
September]  to  be  sent  with  one  from  me  to  Lieu- 
tenant Miller,  His  Majesty's  asent  for  prisoners 
at  Halifax,  requesting  him  to  inform  me  whether 
the  American  prisoners  confined  in  the  town  jail 
at  that  place  are  treated  in  the  manner  it  has  been 
reported  to  yon,  and  stating  the  nature  of  the  con- 
finement and  treatment  the  British  pisoners  ex- 
perience who  are  held  under  retaliatory  orders 
from  this  Gtovernment.  I  cannot  persuade  myself 
they  are  put  in  such  places  as  those  you  descrihe, 
because  Mr.  Millet  writes  me  they  are  confined 
in  the  town  jail.  If  they  were  immured  in  cells 
under  eround,  I  think,  he  would  have  so  expressed 
himself. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Bsrclav  to  the 
Commissary  General  of  Prisoners*  dated 

OcTonBR  4,  1813. 
I  assure  you  that  I  had  no  information  of  the 
sending,  or  the  intention  of  sending,  the  American 
prisoners  from  duebee  to  Hall  Ax,  until  I  received 
Lieutenant  Miller's  letter  on  the  subject,  and  I 
did  not  delay  a  moment  to  communicate  to  you 
an  event  equally  opposed  to  my  inclination  and 
yours.  I,  however,  am  convinced  Sir  George  had 
good  rea,sons  for  the  measures.  I  do  not  know  of 
any  other  prisoners  having  been  sent  to  England 
than  those  specified  in  the  two  lists  enclosed  to 
yon  on  the  1st  instant.  These  were,  or  at  least 
are  stated  to  be,  native  subjects  of  His  Majesty. 
It  is  not  to  be  credited  that  bona  Jide  American 
citizens,  prisoners  of  war,  unless  under  very  spe- 
cial  circumstances,  will  be  sent  to  England. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barelayi  dated 
OCTOBEB  9, 1813. 
Your  several  letters  of  the  1st,  3d,  and  4th  of 
this  month  have  been  received.  With  respect  to 
the  seamen  and  soldiers  (American)  sent  from 
Halifax  to  England,  whose  case  I  stated  in  my 
letter  of  the  1^  September,  and  lists  of  whom 
you  have  sent  me^  I  will  at  present  only  remark, 
that,  as  to  the  nfty-nine  soldiers^  I  am  by  no 
means  prepared  to  admit  that  they  were  deserters 
from  the  British  service  when  thev  enlisted  in 
ours.  The  list  even  which  you  send  does  not  so 
state  it,  but  as  to  part;  and,  in  the  next  place, 
when  the  prisoners  of  either  party  are  taken  from 
the  ordinary  state  of  prisoners,  are  sent  ofif,  or  are 
confined,  or  rigidly  treated,  under  any  plea,  the 
other  has  a  right  to  ^pect  more  full  and  satis- 
factory evidence  than  such  as  you  exhibit.  Mr. 
Mitchell,  our  agent  at  Halifax,  applied  in  vain  to 
have  these  men  examined,  or  some  evidence  ad- 
duced resnecting  them.  Again,  what  has  been 
furnished  by  your  agents  is  contradictory  in  itself. 
The  list  furnished  Mr.  Mitchell  at  Halifax  is 
headed,  "  Return  of  soldiers  taken  in  arms  in 


Upper  Canada,  bdonging  to  the  United  States? 
Army,  who  have  delivered  themselves  up  as  Brit- 
ish subjects."  In  the  list  you  have  furnished, 
that  plea  is  abandoned,  and  they  are  called,iQ 
part  at  least,  deserters.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  yo« 
(as  you  have  the  correspondence)  to  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Mitchell  to  Mr.  Miller,  of  the  Ist  of  Septem- 
ber, where  he  remonstrates  on  this  subject,  and 
states  that  one  of  the  soldiers  he  had  conv»sed 
with,  and  the  only  one  he  had  seen,  claimed  to 
be  an  American,  named  the  State  and  coanty  in 
which  he  was  born,  and  entreated  his  interferoEnce. 
On  the  list  of  the  one  hundred  and  one  seanaen, 
American  prisoners,  sent  off  to  England,  yoa  ad- 
mit that  against  eighty-three  you  know  of  no 
charge;  you  apprehend  they  have  given  them- 
selves up  as  British  subjects.  You  state  that 
tliree  are  supposed  to  be  British  subjects,  and  that 
fifteen  have  been  twice  taken  in  arms. 

Yoa  cannot  certainly  apprehend  that  American 
citizens,  native  or  naturalized,  would  give  them- 
selves up  as  British  subjects ;  and  it  is  almost  as 
difficult  to  suppose  that  a  British  subject,  if  there 
were  such  taken  in  arms  against  his  country, 
would  voluntarily  discover  himself.  These  are 
self-evident  propositions,  aliiout  which  no  argu- 
ment is  necessary. 

If  there  were  any  t|iken  twice  in  arms,  a  treats 
ment  different  from  that  to  ordinary  prisoners  was 
to  have  been  expected ;  but  we  claini^  anil  aball 
insist  on  being  furnished  with,  the  cireumetaneea 
attending  each  case,  as  I  furnished  you,  in  die 
case  of  Midshipman  Lightbody,  in  my  letter  of 
the  13th  of  June,  that  an  opportunity  may  be 
afforded  of  examining  into  the  facts;  andj  until 
such  information  is  given,  it  must  be  considered 
that  these  men  so  detained  are  unjustly  treated 
by  your  officers. 

I  shall  probably  soon  have  some  cases  of  a  sim- 
ilar kind  to  bring  to  your  notice,  and  I  solicit 
your  attention  to  the  course  to  be  adopted,  as  well 
as  to  proofs  as  to  treatment. 


Extract  of  a  letter  firom  the  Commisssxy  General  of 
Prisoners  to  the  Mandial  of  Massachasetts»  dated 

Wabhinoton,  October  11, 1813. 
Sir  :  Since  the  date  of  my  letter  of  the  28th 
September,  directing  the  confinement,  and  ita  par- 
ticular nfanner  in  each  case,  of  six  officers  and  one 
hundred  seamen,  I  have  received  letters  from  our 
agent,  Mr.  Mitchell,  at  Halifax,  dated  the  12th  of 
September,  by  which  I  find  the  nature  of  the 
confinement  of  the  six  officers  and  ten  of  the 
Chesapeake's  crew,  which  I  then  described  to 
you,  althougb  yejt  inhumanly  rigid,  is  somewhat 
changed.  The  following  is  the  passage  of  his 
letter  on  the  sulnect:  ''I  visited,  to-day,  the  jail 
and  prison  at  Melville  island,  i  found  the  six 
officers  removed  to  the  upper  part  of  the  jail;  the 
room  is  tolerable,  though  small  for  six  persoiiSi 
who  are  allowed  no  exercise  out  ^  it.  The  tea 
of  the  Chesapeake's  crew  are  stili  in  the  cells,  bat 
are  allowed  to  walk  in  the  yard  in  the  day,  while 
sentinels  attend.  The  allowance  of  the  whole  is 
the  same  as  at  Melville  island."    I  understa&d| 
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bf  tbif,  tfadt  the  six  American  officers  of  priva- 
teers and  merchantmen  hare  been  taken  out  of 
the  dungeon  and  pat  into  a  small  upper  room, 
and  there  constant!  jr  kept ;  and  that  the  two  un- 
der officers  and  eight  men  of  the  Chesapeake  are 
still  confined  in  the  same  dungeons  before  de- 
seribed  to  you,  but  are  allowed  to  walk  occasion- 
ally in  the  day,  under  guard.  You  are,  therefore, 
nowTcquested,  sir,  to  make  the  mode  of  confine- 
ment, as  nearly  as  possible,  of  the  stz  officers  and 
ten  onder  officers  and  crew  of  the  Boxer,  directed, 
in  mj  order  of  the  38th,  to  be  as  nearly  as  possi- 
ble similar,  for  each  class,  to  that  described  m  the 
foregoing  extract  from  Mr.  Mitchell. 


OfTicB  Comm'by  Gen'l  op  Prisonebs, 
Washington,  October  12, 1813. 

Sir  :  This  will  instruct  you,  bv  order  of  the 
President,  to  designate,  immediately  on  recej^tion 
of  this  letter,  fifty-nine  prisoners.  British  subjects, 
in  your  custody,  soldiers  or  marines^  not  of  the 
miutia,  and  the  nrst  in  preference,  if  you  have  as 
many,  whom  you  will  separate  from  the  ordinary 
prisoners,  place  in  close  confinement,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent certainly  the  means  of  escape;  and  you  will 
so  hold  them,  subject  to  further  orders  from  this 
offise,  as  hostages,  to  answer  for  the  safety  and 
proper  treatment  of  fifty-nine  of  our  prisoners, 
soUuers,  unjustifiably  lately  oent,  in  confinement, 
from  Halifax  to  England.  In  making  your  desig- 
nation for  this  purpose,  if  yo|i  hold  more  than  the 
requisite  number  of  soldiers,  (many  of  whom,  I 
understand,  served  as  marines  on  board  the  fleet 
lately  captured  on  the  lake,)  you  will  designate 
by  lot ;  and  so,  too,  with  the  marines,,if  you  nave 
recourse  to  them  next  in  order.  When  you  have 
completed  your  designation,  you  will  make  an 
immediate  return  to  this  office,  descriptive  of 
name*,  corps  to  which  belonging,  where  cap- 
tured, dbc. 

Yon  will  inform  the  unfortunate  men,  so  se- 
lected and  confined,  fully  of  the  cause  of  this 
measure.  Ton  will  issue  to  them  the  same  ra- 
tions, &c.,  allowed  to  other  prisoners;  and  you 
will  in  no  way  make  their  treatment  Qiore  rigid, 
at  this  time,  than  may  be  necessary  to  prevent 
escape.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

J.  MASON. 

Thomas  Steele,  Esq. 

Deputy  Marshal  of  Ohio, 

Bxtraet  of  a  letter  from  John  Mitchell,  Esq.,  United 
States'  agent  for  prisoners  of  war  in  Nova  Seotia,  to 
thft-Comnussaiy  General  of  Prisoners. 

SbSRWOOD,  NBAS  HALIFAX, 

October  18, 1813. 

I  send  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  received 
yesterday  from  Lieutenant  Miller,  agent  for  pris- 
oners here,  dated  the  17th. 

Yon  will  perceive  he  reverts  back  to  my  letter 
and  inquiry,  dated  the  4th,  in  order  to  communi- 
cate the  intention  of  the  Commander-in-chief  to 
send  to  England  the  major  part  of  the  prisoners 
at  this  station ;  here,  then,  we  have,  without  dis- 
guise, the  intentions  of  the  Commander-in-chief, 


and  we,  I  presume,  will  take  measures  accord* 
ingly,  and  e;fficient  ones. 

Our  people  are  at  present  very  sickly  at  Mel- 
ville island ;  there  are  daily  deaths ;  the  climate 
is  very  inimical  to  our  people,  especially  such  as 
are  anywise  inclined  to  complaints  in  the  breast ; 
and  the  troops  from  Canada  have  suffered  much 
from  diarrhoea  here;  there  are  of  them  from  fif- 
teen to  twenty  constantly  in  the  hospital.  We 
have  lost  above  thirtv  persons  within  a  month 
past ;  and  there  are  fifty-six  persons  now  in  the 
hospitals,  and,  from  appearances,  [the  15ih]  most 
of  tnem  dangerously  ill.  In  general,  they  are  in 
good  spirits,  end  all  preferrin^^  to  suffer,  rather 
than  our  Government  to  suffer  i^elf  to  be  dictated 
to,'or  to  st^rifiee  any  right. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Miller,  agent  for 
British  prisoners,  to  John  Mitchell,  fSsq,  agent  for 
Aiherican  prisoners  at  Halifax. 

OOTOBBB  17,  1813. 

Ih^ve  also  communed  with  the  Commander- 
in-chief  on  that  part  of  your  letter  of  the  4th  in- 
stant, wherein  you  request  to  be  informed  whether 
there  is  any  prospect  of  a  cartel  being  sent  from 
hence  to  the  United  States  with  prisoners  of  war, 
and  what  number  will  probably  be  sent  before 
Winter  sets  in. 

I  am  directed  to  state,  that,  in  consequence  of 
the  present  measures  adopted  by  the  American 
Cbvernment  towards  British  prisoners  of  war, 
and  their  detention  in  various  parts  ci  the  United 
States,  contrary  to  the  stipulated  amemeni  in 
the  oartel,  he  is  determined  to  send  the  major 
part  of  those  now  in  my  custody  to  England,  as 
soon  as  the  transports  arrive  from  dudiwc. 


Mr.  Mason  to  Colonel  Barclay. 
Offiob  Comm'by  Gem'l  of  Pbisonbbs, 
WAaaiiiaTOif,  Nw.  23, 1813. 

Sib:  When  you  were  lately  at  the  seat  of  Qor^ 
emment,  I  communicated  to  you,  personally,  that 
retaliatory  measures  had  been  resorted  to  bjr  this 
Government  for  certain  highly  unjustifiable  acts 
oi  your  officers  at  Halifax,  stated  at  laige  in  my 
letter  to  you  of  the  23d  of  September. 

I  now  transmit  yon  two  returns  from  the  Mar- 
shal of  Jdassa^husetts ;  one  of  one  hundred  and 
one  British  maritime  prisoners  of  war,  designated 
and  confined  to  answer  in  their  persons  for  the 
proper  treatment  and  safety  of  one  hundred  and 
one  American  maritime  prisoners  of  war,  enu- 
merated in  the  same  return,  taken  from  the  ordi- 
nary state  of  prisoners  at  Halifax,  and  sent  to 
England  for  trial;  and  one  of  sixteen  British 
maritime  prisoners  of  war,  confined,  six  in  close 
custody,  and  ten  in  dungeons,  as  hostages  in  like 
manner,  and  in  retaliation  for  similar  severity  in- 
flicted on  sixteen  American  maritime  prisoners, 
also  there  described.  Orders  have  been  given  to 
designate  and  confine,  separately  from  the  other 
non-paroled  prisoners,  fifVy-nine  British  soldiers, 
prisoners  of  war  at  Uhilicothe,  in  the  State  or 
Ohio,  to  be  held  to  answer  for  the  safety  and 
proper  treatment  of  fifty-nine  American  soldiers 
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stnt  to  BogbBd  from  Halilkz  in  August  last,  in 
the  manner  before  mentioned.  As  to  our  mari- 
time i^isoners,  relative  to  whom  relaras  have  not 
yet  been  receiyed,  as  soon  as  they  come  m  a  <^opy 
sinll  be  furnished  to  you. 

As  the  settled  determination  of  this  GoTem- 
ment,  on  subjects  of  this  nature,  has  been  already 
more  than  once  made  known  to  you,.  I  skall,  on 
this  occasion,  make  but  few  reaoarks.  In  my«et- 
l«r  of  the  9th  of  October,  I  adverted  to  the  singu- 
lar beading  used  by  your  officers,  and  then  for  the 
first  time  resorted  to,  which  was  placed  over  the 
returns  of  our  prisoners,  designated  for  the  purw 
pbses  before  mentioned,  declaring  that  thev  had 
giyen.themselves  up  as  British  subjects.  This  I 
then  insisted,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case, 
carried  with  it  its  own  contradiction. 

First,  protestingagainst  any  construction  which 
may  be  used,  in  the  most  remote  degree,  to  throw 
the  proofs  in  such  cases  on  this  Grovero  men t,  and 
against  all  commitment  as  to  the  d^cription  of 
persons  captured  in  our  service,  whom  it  may 
deem  proper  to  claim  and  defend,  I  have  now  to 
iaiorm  you  sir,  that  I  have  in  my  possesfion  the 
aaeans  of  showing  the  falsity  of  that  declaration, 
hy  documents  of  the  moat  minute  and  unq^es* 
tionable  kind,  establishing  the  Urth,  within  the 
United  States,  of  very  maov  of  our  prisoners  so 
designated  and  descr&ed.(a) 

But,  sir.  these  are  not  the  only  oases  in  which 
it  is  plainly  shown  how  the  oondoat  of  your  offi* 
fds,  la  seizing  and  separating  oar  cantured  men 
from  the  ordinary  state  of  prisoners,  and  s«bjeetiaf 
them  to  looff  and  painful  confinement,  has  stood 
self-coiMkikined  on  their  own  assumed  ground. 
I  will  instance,  among  many  that  might  m  cited, 
the  cases  of  five  at  least  of  the  six  men  frOm  the 
crew  of  the  Nautilus ;  the  six  men  of  the  crew  of 
the  privateer  9anih  Ann,  thus  taken,  long  held, 
and  finally  discharged  I  and  the  twelve  men  of 
the  crew  of  the  Wasp,  taken  i^od  held  in  like 
n^anner,  three  of  whom  have  fallen  a  sa«rifioe  to, 
and  died  during,  severe  confinement,  and  the  re- 
maining nine,  as  you  have  informed  me,  are  at 
length  restored  to  the  ordinary  sute  of  piisonen  io 
Halifax  for  exchange.  In  this  last  instance .  I  re* 
fer  you,  sir,  to  the  letter  from  CQinmodore  Beres- 
fofd  to  Admiral  Warren,  of  whieh  I  furnished 
you  a  copy,  and  in  which  he  states,  explicit^, 
that  he  had  designated  Aad  delained  them  merely 
on  suspicion,  and  because  oar  offieeni  coold  not, 
of  their  own  koowledge,  declare  that  they  were 
native  born  Americans. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bcu  ^^ 

J.  MASON. 

CoL  Tfioa*  Barclay,  dbe* 

(a)  Note  hy  the  Commmary  General  of  Pri^nen. 

Doeomenu  have  been  already  lodged  in  this 
office  which  prove  that,  of  the  one  handred  and 
one  seamen,  shown  in  the  list  (\irnished  the  Amer- 
ican agent  at  Halifax,  by  Lieutenant  Miller,  the 
British  agent  for  prisoners,  in  his  letter  of  the  Isi 
September,  to  be  sent  to  England  as  British  sub- 
jects, forty  were  bom  in  the  United  States^  as 
enumerated  below.     Respecting  the  name  to 


which  this  (f)  is  affixed,  see  Cc^onel  Barelay^ 
letter  of  the  1st  Oetober. 

L  Thomas  Coeton,  Northampton,  Virginia. 

5.  John  Carles,  Hillsborough,  New  Hampshiie. 

7.  John  Machahan,  New  ^rsey. 

14.  Joseph  Wood,  Norfolk,  Virginia. 

16.  Nathaniel  Holden,  Qioueester,  MassaclMi- 
setts. 

17.  Charles  Kingman,  Boston,  MassaehosottB, 
13th  Febrtiary,  1797. 

fid.  Robert  Barker,  alias  Parker,  Dan  vers,  Man- 
sachqsetts,  certificate  of  citizenship  dated  16th  Au- 
gust, 1797.    . 

22.  Nathaniel  Weston,  Salem,  Mnssaohuaetts, 
2d  February,  1793. 

23,  Charles  Greene,  Newburyport.  Massachu- 
setts, 17th  September,  1792. 

25.  Benjamin  Hill,  Salem,  Masaachusetts,  11th 
December,  1791. 

28.  William  Clarke,  Marblebead,  Massachu- 
setts, 30th  September,  1789,  baptized. 

26.  Daniel  Ropes,  Salem.  Massachusetts. 

30.  John  Forbes,  Salem,  Massachusetts,  3d  Oc- 
tober, 1784,  baptized. 
34.  Ckorge  Lawrence,  Salem,  Massachusetts. 

37.  Joseph  Cloutman,  Marblebead,  Massacha- 
setts,  24th  March,  1793.  baptized. 

38.  John  Widger,  Marblebead,  Massachusetts, 
baptized  8th  May,  1783. 

39.  Peter  Melzard,  Marblebead,  Massachusetts, 
baptized  29th  Septeniber,  1793. 

41.  John  A.  Clothy, Marblebead.  Massachusets. 
48.  R.  M.  Russell,  Marblebead,  Massachusetts. 
46.  Jesse  Goss.Marbleh^d,  Massachusetts,  iMip- 
tized  3d  April,  1796. 

46.  William  Clothy,  Marblebead,  Massaeha- 
setts,  certificate  of  citizenship  13th  April,  1799. 

47.  Josiah  Pettinghall,  Danvers,  Massachusetts, 
21st  January,  1796. 

48.  John  Tarlton,  Newcastle.  Maine,  certificate 
of  citizenship  5th  February,  1806. 

49.  Isaac  McKenny,  Scaroorouffh,  Maine,  cer- 
tificate of  citizenship  11th  November,  1811. 

50.  John  Varney,  Weils,  Maine,  13th  Oetober, 
1792. 

51.  Samuel  Moore,  Camden.  Maine. 

53.  Abraham  Francis,  Marblehead.  Massaeha- 
setts,  12th  June,  1799. 

56.  James  Andrews,  Boston,  Massachusetts, 
30th  January,  1792. 

58.  John  Card,  Newcastle,  Maine,  certificate  of 
citizenship  28th  April,  1812. 

59.  Robert  HolhroQk,Ponemoaih,  New  Ham|H 
shire,  oertiieato  of  citizen^p  Oth  AoguH,  1812. 

60.  Henry  Pitman,  Poitamouih,  New  Hamp- 
shire, 1790. 

61.  John  Malshall,  PorUmouth,  New  Hamp- 
shire, certificate  of  citizenship  12th  March,  1811. 

62.  Pelere  Mclatire,  AUred,  Maine,  certiieala 
of  citizenship  16th  August,  1797. 

63.  Jeieaiiah  Drisoo/Portsmoaik  New  Hamp- 
shire, certificate  of  citizenship  22d  March,  1800. 

64.  Ephri^im  Cross.  Andover,  Mawaf  hnaatta, 
eertifieato  of  citizenship  11th  July,  180L 

67.  James  Hunter,  Boston,  Massachuaetts,  oer* 
tifioato  of  citizenship  5th  Oetober,  1801. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


21ft9 


AI9ENBIX. 


2170 


Great  Br&ain'^IMurt^zMan. 


TtK  James  Richardson,  WdbaJtDjMftssachQsetts^ 
eertifitate  of  cidzeasbip  9th  August,  1805. 

71.  Blisha  Sttith,  BereilT,  Massachusetts,  bap- 
tized 25th  May,  1777. 

94.  William  F.  Brown, Salem,  Massachusetts; 
baptized  7th  October,  1792 ;  certificate  1st  Octo- 
ber, 1812. 

95.  John  Cook,  Saiem,  Massachusetts,  certifi- 
cate of  citizenship  30th  May,  1806. 

CdoBel  Barday  to  Mr«  Mason. 

Harlem,  Notemher  30, 1813. 

Sir :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  24th  in- 
stant, with  copies  of  two  lists  from  the  Marshal 
of  Massachusetts ;  the  first  exhibiting  the  names 
of  one  hundred  and  one  firitish  maritime  prison- 
ers of  war,  designated  and  confined,  as  you  inform 
me,  to  answer  in  their  persons  for  the  proper  treat- 
ment and  safety  x>f  one  hundred  and  one  Ameri- 
can maritime  prisoner^  enumerated  in  the  same 
list,  taken  from  the  ordinary  state  of  prisoners  at 
Haiifaz,  and  sent  to  Ensland  for  trial ;  the  second 
list  details  the  names  of  sixteen  other  British  sea- 
men, prisoners,  confined,  six  of  them  in  close  cos- 
tody,  and  ten  in  dungeons,  as  hostages,  in  like 
manner,  and  in  retaliation  for  simihir  severity  in- 
flicted on  sixteen  American  seamen,  prisoners, 
therein  described. 

Ton  acquaint  me,  at  the  same  time,  that  prders 
have  been  given  to  designate  and  confine,  sepa- 
rately from  the  non-parojed  other  prisoners,  fitty- 
nine  British  soldiers,  prisoners  at  Chilicothe,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  to  be  held  to  answer  for  the 
safety  and  proper  treatment  of  a  similar  number 
of  American  soldiers  sent  to  England  from  Hali- 
fax, relative  to  whom  returns  bad  not  yet  been 
received,  but  that  when  they  came  in  a  copy 
should  be  sent  me. 

I  am  mucb  obliged  to  you  for  the  list  sent,  and 
will  thank  you  for  a  copy  of  the  third  list  when 
yon  receive  the  original. 

I  have  more  than  once  stated  to  you,  sir,  that 
I  had  been  directed  by  my  Qovernment  to  abstain 
from  jotermeddling  on  these  unpleasant  national 
points,  but  to  leave  them  tof  be  disctissed  and  ar- 
ranffea  by  the  two  Governments. 

If  your  Qovernment,  as  you  hint,  is  in  posses- 
sion of  any  documenu  that  may  tend  to  the  release 
of  any  Americans  confined  ia  a  special  manner, 
and  feels  inclioed  to  communicate  them  to  His 
Majesty's  Ministers,  or  to  Admiral  Sir  John 
Warren,  I  will  with  pleasure  transmit  them. 

I  refrain  making  any  remarks  on  aevetal  ex- 
pressions you  have  used  in  your  letter ;  it  is  prob- 
able, had  you  re-examined  the  letter,  you  woold 
either  have  omitted  or  softened  them.  Harsh  ex- 
pressions tend  to  irritate,  not  to  convince. 

Were  I  avthorized  to  enter  upon  the  soli^t  of 
Towr  remarks,  I  should  state,  as  known  and  ac- 
nowled^  principles,  that  a  ^vere%n  has  a 
right  to  inquire,  by  the  ordinary  process. of  law, 
whether  any  of  the  persons  made  prisonerv  daring 
war,  by  his  forces,  naval  or  military,  are  his  aulh 
^IB,  and,  on  conviction,  to  punish  them  accord- 
ingly; that  rtatonabla  sntpictOB  wai  rafideat 


ground  to  direct  an  inquiry ;  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  His  Majesty's  officers  to  apprehend  and  send 
to  England  for  trial  all  such  prisoners,  as  there 
were  strong  reasons  to  believe  were  native  sub- 
jects of  His  Majesty.  I  should,  at  the  same  time, 
acquaint  you  that  on  such  trials  the  onus  probandi 
lay  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  and  that  evi- 
dence on  the  part  of  the  prisoner  could  only  be 
necessary  to  rebut  other  testimony. 

I  shall  avail  myself  of  the  earliest  conveyances 
to  transmit  to  His  Majesty's  commissioners,  and 
to  the  Admiral-in-chiisf,  copies  of  your  letter,  aind 
df  the  list  above-mentioned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  MAaoii. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barday  to  ttut 
Commissaiy  General  of  Prisoners. 

Decbhbbr  9, 1813. 

On  the  receijit  of  your  leUer  to  me  of  the  22d 
of  September,  in  which  you  communicate  the 
information  Mr.  Mitchell,  the  American  agent 
for  prisoners  of  war  at  Halifax,  had  detailed  to 
youj  respecting  the  treatment  of  sixteen  Ameri- 
can prisoners,  placed  in  close  confinement  at  Hal- 
ifax, on  principles  of  retaliation,  I  remarked  in 
my  replv^  that  although  I  would  not  hazard,  from 
want  of  information,  to  contradict  Mr.  Mitchdl^ 
assertions,  still  that  I  cotild  not  give  credit  to 
themj  as  they  differed  so  materially  from  Rear 
Admiral  Griffith's  and  Lieutenant  Miller^  repre- 
sentation. 

Anxious  to  obtain  satiafaetory  information  on 
this  point,  I  availed  myself  of  the  earliest  infor- 
mation to  request  of  Lieutenant  Miller  a  correet 
ai^d  particular  deacription  of  the  placea  in  whieh 
these  sixteen  Americans  were  confined  in  the  town 
jail  of  Halifax,  and  the  treatment  they  reoeive, 
tof^etber  with  a  general  description  of  the  priaon- 
ship  and  hospiul  at  Melville  island,  where  ordi- 
nary priaonera  of  war  are  eimfined.  By  the  aame 
coQveyafice.  I  requeated  a  mercantile  friend  of 
mine  to  viait  the  jail  where  the  sixteen  American 
prisoners  were  confined,  examine  thairapartmeata, 
and  minutely  to  inapeet  the  priaon-ahip  and  hoo- 
pital  at  MelviHe  iaiand. 

I  yeaterday  received  LieotenantMiUer'a  official 
answer,  also  a  private  letter  from  my  friend,  ex^ 
tracts  of  which  I  have  the  honor,  to  enclose  to  yo^. 
I  aUo  enclose  an  extract  of  that  part  of  your  letter 
to  me  of  the  2dd  September,  in  which  you  eom* 
municate  the  atatenMnt  which  Mr.  Mitchell  had 
transmitted  to  f  ou  of  the  dungeons,  dark  and  im- 
pure recefrtacles  of  wtetehedneas,  ftc.  in  which 
sixteen  priaonera  were  confined.  Yon  will  he 
pleaaed  to  cootraat  the  whole  togetheri  and  draw 
auch  eoncluBiona  therefrom  aa  tlra  reapeetive  doe- 
uments  merit. 

I  beg  yon  will  notice  particularly  the  encloaed 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Sheriff  of  Halifax  ta 
Lieutenant  Miller,  on  the  solyect  of  the  rooms  in 
which  the  priaonera  were  confined,  and  a  oopy  of 
Mr.  Mitchell'a  letter  to  Liesteaant  Miller,  in 
which  he  acknawiadgea  that  the  removal  of  the 
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priMDtn  from  the  rooms  in  whicii  thejr  were 
confioed  in  the  jail  to  the  common  priion  on 
Melfille  island,  ^  was  a  change  not  for  the  bet- 
ter." With  respect  to  the  prison  on  Melville 
island,  or  the  treatment  the  prisoners  received 
there,  1  do  not  recollect  your  having  at  any  time 
made  complain L  I  have  personaUy  examined 
several  American  prisoners  on  the  subject,  who 
expressed  their  satisfactipn  as  to  the  place  and 
treatment,  and  obseryed  that  confinement  and  a 
scanty  allowance  were  all  they  complained  of. 
The  prisoners,  from  Mr.  Mitchell's  account,  ap- 
pear to  regret  the  *'  dark  and  impure  receptacles 
of  wretchedness"  they  have  left,  which  they  pre- 
fer to  the  pleasant,  healthy,  and  comforuble  island 
on  which  they  are  now  confined.  For  this  ex- 
change they  are  wholly  indebted  to  Mr.  Mitchell. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mitchell  to  Lieutenant  Miller, 
dated 

Sherwood,  November  3, 1813. 
Sir  :  I  was  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  25th 
ultimo,  informing  me  of  the  removal  of  the  Amer- 
ican prisoners  from  the  town  jail  to  the  prison- 
ship  at  Melville  island,  and  that  removal  I  pre- 
sumed would  have  been  an  amelioration  of  their 
situation;  but  on  visiting  them  yesterday,  I 
learned  from  them  that  their  situation  is  worse 
than  the  town  jail,  except  the  indulgence  of  the 
prison-yard  and  of  seeing  their  fellow-prisoners ; 
on  the  whole,  the  change  for  them  is  not  a  change 
for  the  better. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &>c. 

JOHN  MITCHELL. 

Halifax,  November  8, 1813. 
Mr  Dear  Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  request.  I,  on 
the  6th  instant,  went  through  the  jail,  and  every 
part  of  the  prison-ship,  other  jails,  and  hoepitals 
tor  the  prisoners.  I  found  that  every  part  of  the 
jail  was  perfectly  dry  and  comfortable ;  there  are 
BO  dungeons ;  the  rooms  where  the  Americans 
were  confined  are  about  twelve  feet  bv  seven,  a 
window  opening  to  fresh  air,  and  another  in  the 
door^  which  communicates  with  a  large  hall.  The 
jail  IS  in  a  high  part  of  the  town,  and  these  rooms 
are  about  two-thirds  below  the  surface  of  the 
ftovLudL  The  room  the  officers  were  confined  in 
18  in  the  second  story,  twenty  feet  by  twe4ve,  two 
windows,  with  fine  prospects.  From  nine  in  the 
morning  till  four  in  the  afternoon,  the  prisoners 
were  permitted  the  free  use  of  a  large  yard ;  rath- 
er, indeed,  a  field.  In  coaaeqoence  of  the  false 
statements  in  the  Ameriean  newspapers,  I  am 
isformed  those  prisoners  who  were  in  the  jail  are 
BOW  on  board  the  pison-ship.  From  the  jail  I 
went  to  Melville  island,  where  the  prison-ship 
lies,  and  on  which  the  prisons,  ^.,  are  erected ; 
it  is  a  beautiful  little  island,  surrounded  by  salt 
water,  which  supplies  an  abundance  and  variety 
of  fish;  the  situation  must  be  as  healthy  as  any 
in  the  world.  I  first  went  through  the  prison- 
ship,  which  is  very  large,  and  kept  in  much  better 
ordler  than  I  could  have  anticipated.  She  is  com- 
pletely housed  oyer,  by  which  means  they  have 
tiers  of  apartments  above  water,  and  she  is  up- 
wards of  six  feet  clear  betweei  toe  beams.    No 


prisoners  are  kept  in  that  part  of  the  ship  bdow 
water,  and  a  ^reat  part  of  the  day  the  prisoneffs 
are  on  shore  in  the  open  air,  when  the  weather 
permits.  I  then  went  to  the  hospital  room,  which 
IS  in  the  upper  part  of  a  high  building,  where 
they  have  as  much  air  as  they  please. 

I  am,  with  respect,  sir,  your  ob't.  servant; 
Coloner  Thomab  Barclay,  &«. 

Halifax,  November  24, 1813. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  day,  request- 
ing to  be  informed  of  the  state  and  condition  of 
the  apartment  .assu^ned  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
several  prisoners  ofwar,  ordered  to  be  held  in  the 
county  jail  in  September  last,  I  beg  leave  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  apartments  allotted  to  them  were 
in  every  respect  suitable,  and  sufficiently  large 
and  well  ventilated,  and  every  possible  indulgence 
granted  to  them  during  their  confinement,  which 
was  consistent  with  their  situation.  And  I  must 
beg  leave  to  observe,  when  they  understood  that 
they  were  to  return  to  Melville  island,  they  ex- 
pressed their  sorrow  at  being  removed,  and  ac- 
knowledged, in  my  presence,  the  indulgence 
which  they  had  received  from  the  jailer  and  his 
family.  The  first  two  or  three  days  after  they 
came  to  the  jail,  we  were  obliged  to  keep  them 
rather  more  closely  confined  than  they  were  af- 
terwards, when  three  apartments  were  allotted  to 
them,  and  the  use  of  the  entry  for  those  below ; 
and  the  privateersmen  were  put  into  a  room  hy 
themselves,  up  stairs,  sufficiently  lai^e  for  their 
accommodation. 

I  have  tHe  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JONES  FAWSON, 
Sheriff  of  the  County  ofMaKfax. 

Lieut.  Miller,  Agent  for  Prisoners^  ^c    , 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Miller,  agent  ftr 
British  prisoners  at  Hali&z,  to  Colonel  Thomas 
Barclay,  dated 

NOVEMRER  S4|  L81S. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  oi 
your  letter  of  the  5th  ultimo,  enclosing  me  an 
extract  taken  from  General  Mason's,  datra  Waah- 
ington,  22d  September,  1813.  and  beg  leave  to 
transmit  herewith,  for  your  Wter  informatloa, 
the  following  particulars,  which  will  evidently 
confute  the  authenticity  of  said  extract. 

Description  of  the  town  ^jail,  viz :  dimensioiia 
of  each  cell,  eleven  by  seven  feet  eight  inches ; 
seven  feet  four  inches  high ;  windows,  twenty- 
four  by  seventeen  inches;  another  in  the  door 
nine  inches  square,  together  with  bein^  allowed 
a  free  intercourse  during  the  night,  with  a  paa- 
sage  of  thirty  bv  five  feet,  and  eight  feet  high,  at 
the  end  of  which  is  a  window  of  twenty-four  by 
seventeen  inches^  with  the  use  of  other  cells  of 
the  above  dimensions,  and  windows  as  before  de- 
scribed, were  the  places  where  ten  prisoners  were 
confined  from  four  in  the  afternoon  until  nine 
o'clock  ii^  the  morning. 

The  six  officers  were  confined  in  an  upper 
room,  of  twenty  by  twelve  feet,  and  eight  foet 
high,  with  two  windows  of  four  by  three  feet 
each,  eommaading  a  pleasant  prospect  of  the  ear  - 
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fomidiiig.coiintry  and  harbor,  with  permission  to 
take  the  air  occasionally  in  a  yard  of  eighty-four 
fett  square  (aecompanied  by  the  seamen.) 

When  confined  on  board  the  ship,  they  had 
the  following  accommodation:  Between  decks, 
twenty  by  fourteen  feet,  with  two  scuttles ;  also 
a  similar  space  in  the  lower  deck  of  the  same 
dimensions  and  accommodations,  with  scuttles 
also,  and  permission  to  visit  the  prison  yard  from 
nine  to  four.  P.  M.  With  reelect  to  the  prison- 
ers sent  to  England  in  the  Regulus,  was,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  number  of  prisoners  being  daily 
expected  from  Cluebee,  together  with  the  crowded 
state  of  the  prison,  the  season  very  hpt,  and  the 
small-pox  being  very  prevalent,  the  ultimate 
cause  of  Admiral  Griffith's  directing  me  to  send 
them  away,  I  also  selected  some  who  had  en- 
deavored to  effect  their  escape,  with  others  who 
iiad  shown  a  mutinoun  disposition;  and  those 
marked  thus  (f)  were  supposed  -to  be  British 
subjects. 

Having  enclosed  Captain  Kempt*s  letter  (at 
Ctuebec)  respecting  the  soldiers  suspected  to  be 
also  British  subjects,  is  all  the  information  re- 
specting tbem  I  have  in  my  possession,  in  conse- 
auence  of  their  never  beinff  m  my  custody,  only 
inserted  on  my  books,  for  the  purpose  of  supply* 
ing  them  with  a  suit  of  clothes  each. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  William  Miller, 
British  agent  £>r  prisoners  of  war,  to  the  right  hon- 
orable Sir  J.  B.  Warren,  Bart.,  K.  B.,  Admiral  of 
the  Blue  and  Gommanderri]|-Qhi^>  dated 

Halifax,  N.  S.,  Nov.  26, 1813. 
The  following  are  the  dimensions  of  the  cells 
in  the  jail  of  Halifax:  cells,  about  six  feet  be- 
neath the  surface,  lined  with  plank  all  around. 

Length,  eleven  feet  to  the  door ;  breadth^  seven 
feet  eight  inches ;  height,  seven  feet  four  inches. 
Grate  at  the  end  for  the  adipission  of  light  and 
air. 

Height^ one  foot  eight  inches;  breadth,  one  foot 
five  inches ;  small  grate  at  each  doori 

Passage  between  the  cells:  Length,  thirty  feet; 
breadth,  Rte  feet;  height,  eight  feet. 
A  grate  at  the  end  of  the  passage  to  cell  doors. 
A  commodious  room  up  stairs :  Length,  twenty 
feet  three  inches;  breadth,  twelve  feet;  height, 
eight  feet ;  two  windows  frontiiig  the  road,  lour 
feet  by  three,  with  a  chimney.  This  room  fronts 
the  main  road,  and  the  prisoners  have  a  complete 
view  of  the  harbor  and  surrounding  country. 

Area  of  the  yard  eighty-four  feet,  where  the 
prisoners  were  permitted  to  remain  from  nine  to 
four  o'clock. 

W.  MILLER, 
Agent  for  Prisoners  qf  War, 


Hablbm^  Decembsr  9, 1813. 
Sin :  Your  letter  of  the  9th  of  October  was  on 
its  way  to  this  place  at  the  moment  I  was  on  the 
road  to  Washington,  and  was  afterwards  trans- 
niited  to  me  thither.  Both  your  time  and  mine 
were  so  wholly  engaged  durioff  the  period  1  re- 
mainecl  i^  Wasbingioa  (hati  nad  not  a  moment 


in  which  to  reply;  and,  on  my  return  home,  I 
was  induced  to  delay  the  answer,  in  the  hope  of 
receiving  full  and  satisfactory  information  from 
Lieutenant  Miller,  His  Maj^stv's  agent  for  pris- 
oners. I  yesterday  received  letters  and  docu- 
ments from  him,  which  I  trust  will  remove  n»ny 
of  the  objections^  you  have  stated  to  me  respect- 
ing the  conduct  of  His  Majesty's  servants  to«> 
wards  American  prisoners. 

In  your  letter  above  mentioned,  you  remark 
that  ^as  to  the  fifty-nine  soldiers,  (alluding  to 
those  sent  to  England  in  His  Majesty's  ship  Mel- 
pomene,) you  are  by  no  means  prepared  to  admit 
that  they  were  deserters  from  the  British  service 
when  they  enlisted  into  the  United  States'  ser- 
vice ;  And  that  the  list  which  I  had  forwarded  to 
you  did  not  so  state  it,  but  as  to  part."  You  fur- 
ther remark,  that  when  the  prisoners  of  either 
party  are  taken  from  the  ordinary  state  of  pris- 
oners, and  sent  off*,  lor  are  confined  or  rigidly 
treated,  under  any  plea,  the  other  has  a  right  to 
expect  more  full  and  satisfactory  evidence  than 
that  which  I  had  exhibited  to  you ;  (alluding  to 
the  copies  of  papers  from  Lieutenant  Miller  on 
the  subieet  of  the  fifty-nine  men,  and  other  pa- 
pers,^ that  Mr.  Mitchell,  the  American  agent  at 
Ualirax,  had  applied  in  vain  to  have  these  meft 
examined,  or  some  evidence  adduced  respecting 
them ;  and  that  the  papers  transmitted  to  me  by 
Lieutenant  Miller  were  in  contradiction  to  one 
delivered  to  Mr.  Mitchell.  That  being  called 
^'  return  of  soldiers  taken  in  arms  in  Upper  Can- 
ada belonging  to  the  United  States'  Army,  who 
have  delivered  themselves  up  as  British  desert- 
ers ;'^  whereas,  in  the  list  sent  me,  that  descrip^ 
tion  was  abandoned  and  the  prisoners  were  called 
in  part,  at  least,  deserters. 

It  would  ill  comport  with  your  private  char* 
acter  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  in  your 
official  capacity,  to  admit  a  fact  tmsolicited  by 
His  Majesty,  and  which  would  manifeatly  tend 
to  the  injury  of  individuals  serving  in  the  Ameri^ 
can  Arniy.  Whether  these  men  are  native  sub- 
jects of -His  Majeaty,  and  whether  they  are  de- 
serters from  British  regiments,  are  facts  to  be  a^ 
certained  bjr  the  proper  tribunals  instituted  ia 
Qreat  Britain.  The  men  will  have  a  fair  triaL 
and,  unless  the  facts  are  fully  proved,  they  will 
be  acquitted  and  placed  with  the  American  piia- 
onera.  I  agree  with  you,  sir,  that  very  satisfae- 
tory  information  is  due,  in  the  eases  referred  to 
in  the  extract  of  your  letter,  from  one  nation  lo 
another ;  and  I  should  imagine  that  the  offioiM 
returns  of  His  Majesty's  officers  would,  in  the 
first  instance,  prove  satisfactory  so  far  as  to  iik- 
duce  your  GovernAient  to  consider  there  was  suf- 
ficient cause  for  sending  the  fifty^nine  prisoners 
to  England  fbr  trial.  1  cannot  believe  that  Mr.^ 
Mitchell  has  been  refused  any  reasonable  requcet 
for  satisfactory  information  respecting  the  fifty- 
nine  men ;  at  the  same  time,  permit  me  to  add, 
that,  if  such  is  the  fact,  it  precisely  accords  with 
the  treatment  I  received  on  my  application  re- 
specting Dennis  and  Morrison,  seamen  belonging 
to  His  Majesty's  ship  Victorious,  claimed  by  the 
Frrach  agent,  respecting  whom,  in  my  letter  to 
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foa  of  the  11th  of  June,  I  made  a  reasonable  and 
f«8peecfal  request,  which  wis  neither  attended  to 
sor  graated;  on  the  coatrary^  these  men  were 
dther  deliTered  to  the  French  ajzent  or  liberated, 
without  affording  roe  an  opportunity  of  proving 
that  they  were  not  Frenchmen,  by  their  own  con- 
fession, in  oppooidoo  to  the  deposition*  on  which 
I  take  it  for  mated  their  release  was  founded. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  explain  what  appears  to 
yOQ  contradictory,  from  the  caption  of  the  papers 
rtspcotlTeiy  sent  by  Lieutenant  Miller  to  Mr. 
Mitchell  and  myselr. 

The  first,  from  the  description  you  gave  me, 
aad  which,'  from  being  marked  with  inverted 
commas,  appears  a  quotation  fVom  the  documents 
•tnt  from  Mr.  Miller,  is  styled  **A  return  of  sol- 
dkrs  taken  in  arms  in  Upper  Canada,  belonging 
to  the  United  States'  Army,  wfio  have  delivered 
themselves  up  as  British  deserters."  The.  sec* 
ond,  to  wit,  the  documenu  sent  by  Lieutenant 
Miller  lo  me,  and  of  which  I  transmitted  you  a 
jQst  copy,  is  styled  '^  A  list  of  American  prisoners 
of  war  received  into  the  custody  of  Lieutenant 
Miller,  and  sent  to  England  on  board  the  Melpo«> 
mene.''  On  the  top  of  this  was  written,  in  Lieu- 
tenant Miller's  own  hand,  by  way  of  memoran- 
dum, "sent  to  England,  supposed  to  be  British 
subjects.''  The  list  sent  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Mil- 
ler was  an  ordinary  list  to  account  for  alterations 
since  bis  last  return  of  prisoners,  and  not  to  de* 
signate  the  cause  of  these  men  being  sent.  He 
>iras^  therefore,  under  no  obligation  to  be  particu- 
lar in  describing  the  cause;  indeed,  it  would  have 
been  incorreet  in  kioa  to  have  stated  the  particu- 
lars in  a  common  monthly  list,  intended  merely 
to  account  for  alterations  during  the  pionth. 
Lieutenant  Miller,  however,' in  his  official  return 
to  me  of  the  aOth  of  September,  heads  that  part 
of  his  list  of  American  prisoners  '*  Listi  of  Brit- 
ish subjects  found  in  arms  in  Upper  Canada*  and 
delivered  themselves  up,  and  sent  to  Ibigland.'' 
A  cop^y  of  this  part  of  his  return  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose,  which  at  once  reconciles  all 
the  contradiction  you  originally  supposed;  and 
you  will  perceive  that  these  British  subjects  are 
Bot  ^^called  in  part,"  but  each  of  them  specified 
as  belonging  to  a  particular  regiment.  I  confess, 
however,  I  am  not  fully  satisfied  whether  the 
figures  and  words,  14th  regiment,  6th  regiment, 
1st  light  infantry,  14th  foot,  and  1st,  are  intended 
as  descriptive  of  the  American  regioients  to 
which  they  belonged  at  the  time  they  were  made 
prisoners^  or  the  British  regiment  from  which  it 
IS  said  they  originally  deserted.  On  this  point 
Lieotenant  Mil^  informs  me  it  is  not  in  his 
power  to  afford  any  information.  I  shall,  there- 
fore, request  an  explanation  from  his  Excellency 
Lieutenant  Qeneral  Sir  George  Prevost,  and,  on 
leaeiving  his  answer,  communicate  it  to  you. 

With  respect  to  the  one  hundred  and  one  sea- 
man sent  to  England  in  His  Majesty's  ship  Reg- 
«los,  what  I  originally  stated  to  you,  to  wit,  that 
three  of  them  were  considered  British  subjects, 
fifteen  had  been  twice  taken  in  arms  prior  to 
their  exchange,  and  the  other  remaining  eighty- 
three  sent  home  under  the  character  of  Ameri- 


can prisoners  of  war,  without  any  allegatiim 
against  them,  appears  to  be  correct.  The  motiTes 
for  sending  these  eighty-three  seamen  to  Great 
BriUin  are  fully  stated  to  me  in  Lieotenant  Mil- 
ler's leiter  of  the  24th  of  November,  an  extraet 
of  which  is  enclosed  in  my  letter  of  this  date. 
The  cause  therein  suted  I  confidently  hope  will 
be  satisfactdry  to  you,  especially  as  the  health, 
comfort,  and  convenience  of  the  prisoners  are 
the  primary  objects.  To  the  same  causes,  I  beg 
leave  to  add,  you  are  to  attribute  the  subsequent 
transmission  of  American  prisoners. 

The  preceding  statement  of  facts,  I  tnis^  will 
prove  satisfactory  to  you  with  respect  to  ninety- 
eight  of  the  one  hundred  and  one  seamen  sent 
to  England,  and  induce  your  Government  to  or* 
der  the  release  of  a  similar  number  of  British 
maritime  prisoners,  now  confined  under  retalia- 
tory orders,  for  them.  As  to  the  fifty-nine  sol- 
diers and  three  seamen,  American  prisoners,  sent 
to  Great  Britain  as  subjects  of  His  Majesty,  aad 
the  corresponding  number  of  British  soldiers  and 
seamen  held  in  close  confinement  for  them.  I 
shall  make  no  other  remark  than  this,  that  the 
measures  the  American  Government  may  think 
proper  to  adopt  will  never  prevent  His  Majesty^ 
exercising  a  fight  acknowledged  by  all  civilised 
nations,  with  the  exception  of  these  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  dbc. 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Mason,  dtc. 

Colonel  Thomss  Bardsy  ia  General  Ifason. 
Harlbic,  December  15, 1813L 

SiB :  From  my  letters  to  you  of  the  9th  cur- 
rent, with  the  documents  which  accoopanied 
them,  you  will  perceive  that  the  sixteen  persons 
originally  represented  by  Mr.  Mitchell  as  havin|r 
been  confined  in  very  improper  places  in  the  jau 
at  Halifax,  have,  in  consequence,  (much  to  their 
regret,  as  Mr.  Mitchell  himself  states,)  been  re- 
stored to  their  original  place  of  confinement  with 
the  ordinary  American  prisoners.  Tou  will  also 
notice  that  eighty-three  out  of  the  one  hundred 
and  one  seamen  now  on  their  way  to  England 
in  Hb  Majesty's  ship  Eegolus,  were  sent  thither- 
from  motives  of  humanity  and  accommodation, 
equally  applicable  to  themselves  and  those  who 
remained  in  Halifax  after  their  departure.  The 
fifteen  others  of  the  one  hundred  and  one  seamen 
so  sent  come  equally  under  this  description^  I 
allude  to  those  twice  taken  in  arms  prior  to  being 
exchanged ;  although  they  may  not  be  so  readilY 
exchanged  as  ordinary  prisoners,  still  they  win 
be  placed  with  and  receive  the  same  treatment. 
There  remains,  in  mv  opinion,  therefore,  out  of 
the  one  hundred  and  one  men,  but  three,  on 
whom,  with  any  plea  for  improper  treatment,  the 
retaliatory  system  can  be  exercised. 

I  beg  leaTe  to  request  that  you  will  please  in- 
form me  whether  you  have>  in  oonsequeece  of 
mv  above-mentioned  letters  to  you,  directed  the 
release  of  the  sixteen  British  prisoners  put  in 
dungeons,  dbc.;  and,  also,  whether  jovk  hare  re- 
stored to  their  former  siioatioQ  nmety-eig ht  ef 
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the  one  hundred  and  one  British  seamea  placed 
in  strict  confinement,  under  the  impression  that 
the  same  number  of  Americans  sent  to  Bngland 
were  claimed  as  British  subjects,  knd  sent  there 
for  trial ;  and  if  you  have  not  already  ordered 
their  release  from  strict  confinement,  whether 
you  intend  doinff  it?  This  is  a  subject  which 
does  not  admit  of  delay.  I  am,  therefore,  under 
the  necessity  of  requesting  a  speedy  answer. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir^  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Mason,  d^. 

0«iieral  Maion  ta  James  Prince^  Eiq.»  Manhal  of 

MaaaachoMtU,  dated 

Ofpiob  Comm'rt  Gbn^l  op  PnisbiiBRS, 

WASHiNQTOii,  Dec.  22, 1813.. 
Sir:  Colonel  Barclay  having  given  me  assur* 
anees  that  the  ten  petty  oticers  and  seameb  of  the 
Chesapeake  have  been  taken  from  the  duneeons 
or  cells  in  which  they  were  confined  at  Halifax, 
md  placed  in  close  confinement  in  a  situation  more 
eon&rmable  to  that  used  for  prisoners  generally, 
you  will  be  pleased,  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter, 
to  remove  the  ten  petty  officers  and  seamen,  Brit- 
uh  prisoners,  you  had  confined  in  retaliation  for 
them  from  their  dungeons  or  cells,  ancl  to  place 
them  elsewhere  in  close  confinement,  in  the  same 
manner  as  done  towards  the  British  prisoners  be- 
fore held  in  retaliation,  where  the  place  of  con- 
finement was  used  to  hold  safe,  an*d  not  to  infiict 
further  severity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 
James  Prince,  £Isq.,  J.  MASON. 

Marshal  of  Massachusetta. 


Ebrtract  of  a  letter  from  the  Coniniiisaiy  General  of 
Prisoneis  lo  Colonel  Barclay,  dated 

Deobhbbr  22, 1813. 
Too  will  recollect,  sir,  that  I  apprized  you  that, 
at  sooie  short  date  arter  Mr.  Mitchell's  communi- 
cation to  me  of  the  3d  of  September,  he  informed 
me  that  the  six  officers  of  privateers  had  been  re- 
moved to  an  upper  room,  and  t)iat  I  had  imme- 
diately, on  receiving  this  information,  directed 
the  six  British  officers  of  privateers  confined  in 
retaliation  to  be  placed  in  a  similar  situation.  On 
yovr  information  that  the  ten  petty  officers  and 
seamen  have  been  now  withdrawn  from  their 
former  place  of  confinement.  I  have  directed  the 
Marshal  of  Massachusetts  in  the  same  way  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  ten  persons  con- 
fined in  retaliation  for  them. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissaiy  General  of 
Piiaonera  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dated 
Decbmbbr  22, 1813. 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant, 
relative  to  the  manner  of  confinement  of  our  six- 
teen maritime  officers  and  seamen  at  Halifax, 
respecting  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you 
on  the  22d  September  last,  and  to  the  communi- 
13th  Con.  2d  Slss.-— 69 


cations  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  our  agent  at  that  place, 
in  which  I  founded  my  facts,  I  find  the  following 
results  in  this :  that  he  calls  the  places  of  their 
confinement  dungeons;  your  informants  call  them 
cells,  being  two-thirds  under  ground;  and  that 
they  state  that  the  floor  of  each  dungeon  or  cell 
was  larger  by  two  feel  one  way,  and  by  eight 
inches  the  other,  than  he  had  made  them;  and, 
as  to  lisht  and  air,  they  insist  that  the  prisoners 
received  more  by  seven  inches  in  a  two-foot  win* 
dow  than  he  represented;  and,  moreover,  that 
there  was  a  hole  m  the  door  of  nine  inches  square, 
which  he  omitted  altogether  to  mention.  As  to 
the  accommodation  or  passage  room  for  the  sea- 
men, plBcin|r  the  officers  in  an  upper  room,  and 
the  permission  to  walk  in  the  yard,  <S^.,  you  will 
please  to  remark,  that  your  informants  do  not  say 
that  these  indulgences  were  given  on  the  first 
confinement,  and  that  Mr.  Mitchell  wrote  on  the 
3d  of  September,  immediately  after  it  took  place. 
Had  you,  sir,  have  attentively  compared  the  cir- 
cumstances, and  have  collated  my  remarks  of  the 
22dofSeptember,  which  you  have  been  atthepains 
of  returning  to  me  in  an  extract,  with  the  state- 
ments of  your  own  officers,  1  cannot  believe  you 
would  have  seen  any  cause  for  approbating  their 
measures  in  the  manner  your  letter  seems  to  con- 
vey. Admit  the  miserable  surplusage  of  the  few 
feet  and  inches  on  which  they  insist  for  the  sub« 
terranean  floors  and  scanty  apertures  of  these  by 
two-thirds  under  ground  cells,  into  which,  in  some 
five,  and  in  others  six  of  our  unfortunate  citizens 
were  thrust,  and  I  do  yet  aver  that  they  were,  in, 
the  fullest  sense  of  the  terms,  "noisome  holes" 
an(}  '<  dark  and  impure  receptacles  of  wretched- 
ness," such  as  I  am  exceedingly  glad  to  hear,  on 
your  representation,  oar  prisoners  have  been  re- 
moved irom ;  and  such  as  I  hope  your  humanity 
will  so  interfere  with  tTie  proper  authorities  of 
your  Gk)vernment  as  henceforward  to  keep  others 
from  beinff  consigned  to. 

You  will  recollect,  sir,  that  1  apprized  you  that 
at  some  short  date  after  Mr.  Mitchell's  commu- 
nication to  me  of  the  3d  of  September,  he  inform- 
ed m^  that  the  six  officers  of  privateers  had  been 
removed  to  an  upper  room,  and  that  I  had,  im* 
mediatelv  on  receiving  this  information,  directed 
the  six  British  officers  of  privateers,  confined  in 
retaliation,  to  be  placed  in  a  similar  situation. 
On  your  information  that  the  ten  petty  officers 
and  seamen  have  been  now  withdrawn  from  their 
former  place  of  confinement,  I  have  directed  the 
Marshal  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  same  way,  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  ten  persons  con- 
fined in  retaliation  for  them. 

I  regretted  to  se^,  and  I  confess  I  do  not  com- 
prehend the  point  of  the  sarcasm  you  no  doubt  in- 
tended to  convey  in  the  following  passage  of  your 
letter:  "The  prisoners,  from  Mr.  Mitchell's  ac- 
count, appear  to  regret  the  ^dark  and  impure  re- 
ceptacles of  wretchedness'  they  have  left,  which 
they  prefer  to  the  pleasant,  healthy,  and  comfort- 
able island  on  which  they  are  now  confined ;  for 
this  exchange  they  are  wholly  indebted  to  Mr. 
Mitchell."  Poor  unfortunate  men  I  it  would  seem 
that  it  was  enough  that  they  had  to  submit  to  de- 
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bvement  and  suffering  of  the  severest  kiod,  with- 
oat  bekig  made  the  subjects  of  taunting  para- 
graphs in  official  communication.  The  only  con- 
solation I  have  is,  the  perfect  conviction  that  their 
country  will  not  desert  them ;  that  it  will  follow 
their  fate  with  a  watchful  eye ;  and  that,  painful 
as  it  may  be  to  humanity,  measure  for  measure 
win  be  dealt  out,  let  that  fate  be  what  it  may. 


Office  Comm'ry  Qen'l  of  Prisoners, 

Washington,  Dec.  30, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  am  now  to  reply  to  your  letters  of  the 
9th  and  16th  of  this  month,  respecting  the  fifty- 
nine  American  soldiers,  and  the  one  hundred  and 
one  American  seamen,  prisoners  of  war  sent  from 
Halifax  to  England  in  the  latter  part  of  last  Sum- 
mer, on  whose  subject  I  remonstrated  with  you 
on  the  22d  of  September,  and  relative  to  whom  I 
took  occasion  to  make  some  remarks  in  my  letters 
of  the  9th  October  and  23d  November. 

In  your  replies  of  the  30th  November,  you  are 
pleased  to  speak  of  some  of  my  expressions,  in 
relation  to  the  manner  of  treatment,  and  qo  re- 
turninig  the  fifty-nine  soldiers,  as  harsh ;  if  my  re- 
marks were  founded  in  truth,  however  they  may 
have  borne  on  your  officers,  I  am  persuaded  you 
will,  on  duly  considering  the  subject,  receive  them 
in  the  spirit  in  which  they  were  intended,  as  desig- 
nated to  call  directly  to  your  atteniion,  for  the 
information  of  your  Government,  in  a  case  of 
such  serious  import,  a  disingenuous  procedure,  ill 
becoming  the  agents  of  your  nation,  towards  these 
defenceless  and  passive  captives.  In  your  com- 
munication to  me  of  the  9th  instant,  in  which 
you  transmit  the  third  list  received  of  these  men, 
^all  of  the  three  emanating  from  Lieutenant  Mil- 
ler, your  agent  for  prisoners  of  war  at  Halifax; 
the  first  transmitted  through  your  affent,  Mr. 
Mitchell,  on  the  1st  September,  and  the  second 
by  you  on  the  1st  October,)  you  represent  it  at 
reconciling  the  contradiction  between  the  other 
two  which  I  had  pointed  out  to  you,  and  describe 
that  first  sent  me  by  you  thus:  **An  ordinary  list 
to  account  for  alterations  since  his  (Lieutenant 
Miller's)  last  return  of  prisoners,  and  not  to  desig- 
nate the  cause  of  these  men  beinff  sent;  he  was, 
therefore,  under  no  obligation  to  be  particular  in 
describing  the  cause ;  iiuleed,  it  would  have  been 
incorrect  in  him  to  have  stated  the  particulars  in 
a  common  monthly  list,  intended  merely  to  ac- 
count for  alterations  during  the  month.''  I  send 
you.  sir,  a  copv  of  the  first  list  given  out  by  Mr. 
Miller  to  Mr.  Mitchell,  and  a  copy  of  his  letter  of 
the  1st  September  which  enclosed  it.  I  pray  you 
to  compare  this  with  the  two  furnished  yoti,  and 
by  you  sent  me;  ]^ou  will  immediately  perceive 
that  no  contradiction  is  reconciled ;  indeed,  it  is 
rather  increased.    In  the  list  furnished  you  he 

8oes  back  nearly  to  the  ground  first  taken,  in 
escription  of  the  men  with  Mr.  Mitchell,  name- 
ly, that  they  had  given  themselves  up  as  British 
subjects;  or,  in  other  words,  that  fiftv-nine  men 
had  all  informed,  each  against  himself,  as  to  the 
crime,  be  that  what  it  may,  of  which  your  offi- 
cers accused  them,  and  for  which,  as  I  learn  from 


vou,  and  of  which  they  must  have  been  apprised 
before  they  "gave  themselves  up,"  they  are  to  be 
tried  for  tneir  lives.  In  the  second  (the  first  sent 
you)  this  ground  n  abandoned,  and  he  fakev  a 
new  one,  not  as  to  part  of  the  men,  as  I  was  im- 
pressed when  I  first  had  occasion  to  animadvert 
on  it  to  you,  but  as  I  find,  on  a  stricter  examina- 
tion jis  to  every  man^  that  they  are  deserters  from 
the  British  service;  and  so  plainly  is  this  desig- 
nated, that  in  the  return  he  heads  a  column — 
"'  Name  of  the  British  regiment  to  which  they 
belonged,"  and  in  this- column  is^inserted  against 
each  man's  name  the  number  of  a  regiment,  as 
first,  fifth,  sixth,  and  fourteenth;  and  you  will 
find,  sir.  on  recurring  to  your  letter  of  the  first  ' 
Oetober.  that,  taking  this  for  autiMmty,  yon  i«- 
mark  to' me,  "you  will  peroetve  that  the  fifty- 
nine  soldiers  are  4eatrt6rs  fwax  Hit  Majesty's 
4ervi<%,  and  the  name  of  the  regiment  to  which 
each  of  them  beloofed  placed  opposite  their 
names."  I  will  certainly  pot  undertake  to  deter- 
mine what  are.  the  forms  used  for  ordinary  or  ^• 
traordtoary  purposes  made  to  yon,  but  I  will  saj, 
that  if  the  fact  of  desertion  existed,  ia  a  return 
showing  cause  why  the  men  implicated  wereaant 
for  tria^  it  would  hardly  have  been  withdrawn  ; 
and  if  it  did  not  exist,  it  should  never  have  been 
charged.  In  your  last  letter  on  this  subject,  yon 
inform  me  that  you  are  doubtful  whether  tke 
number  of  the  regiment  shown  in  tberetarn  then 
sent,  which  I  finil  precisely  the  same,  tnd  as  to 
the  same  men,  was  the  number  of  the  British  or 
American  regiment.  I  can  resolve  that  doubt 
now.  These  are  the  American  regiments,  or 
parts  of  regiments,  engaged  on  the  24th  June  at 
the  Beaver  Dams,  the  liine  and  place  which  the 
first  return  sent  by  you  (by  far  the  most  deuiled 
and  particular  of  the  three)  designates ;  the  four- 
teenth, from  which  most  of  the  men  were  drawn, 
was  ooAmaaded  by  Colonel  Boerstler,  i^tda  pris- 
oner in  that  attion,  and  lately  r^oraed  op  pa- 
role; and  mast  of  them  are  personally  known 
to  him. 

Under  the  circumstances  I  have  detailed,  1  must 
believe,  sir,  that  you  will  see  sufficient  cause  for 
the  dissatisfaction  of  this  Government  with  any 
explanation  given  for  the  sending  off  these  fifty- 
nine  men,  to  be  tried  in  England  or  elsewhere. 

I  am  entirely  at  a  loss  to  know  what  analogy 
yon  have  been  able  to  find  between  the  case  of 
the  two  Frenchmen  taken  last  Summer  in  Brit- 
ish service^  and  discharged  in  Richmondt  and  that 
of  these  fifty-nine  American  soldiers.  In  the  case 
of  the  Frenchmen  their  allegation  was,  that  they 
were  not,  of  right,  prisoners  of  war,  and  they  pe- 
titioned for  their  liberty.  They  were  publicly 
examined  and  set  at  liberty.  In  the  case  of  onr 
soldiers  the  question  is  not  that  of  liberty,  to 
which  we  have  yielded,  but  of  death,  which  yon 
threaten. 

I  can  confidently  assure  you,  sir,  that  it  will 
never  be  made  cause  of  complaint  against  your 
Grovernment,  that  it  set  at  JiMrty,  at  his  own  re- 
quest, any  prisoner  taken  in  our  service^  whether 
he  be  a  native  or  foreigner. 

As  it  regards  the  one  hundred  and  one  Ameri- 
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mn  aMOMB  stnt  to  Boglaiid  in  September  last, 
yoo  sty  that  three  were  supposed  to  be  British 
sabjects ;  fifteen  had  been  twice  uken  in  arms ; 
and  eighty-three  were  sent,  from  the  ezpianatioD 
fiven  by  LieotenaDt  Miller  to  you  in  his  letter  of 
the  d4th  of  MoYember,  which  you  send,  because 
•ome  had  endeavored  to  effect  their  escape ;  some 
had  shown  a  mutinous  disposition ;  other  prison- 
en  were  expected  from  ^oebec,  by  which  meaus 
ihe  prison  would  have  been  crowded ;  the  weather 
w«s  hot,  and  the  smali*poz  was  prevalent;  and 
that  you  confidently  hope  that  these  reasons  will 
be  satisfactory ;  the  health,  comfort,  and  conve- 
nience of  the  prisoners  were  the  primary  objects. 
Certainly  these  are  primary,  objecu,  and  it  would 
give  great  satisfaction  to  this  Government  if  they 
^enld  see  them  consalted  by  yoar  officers;  but 
lu»w  was  the  convenience  ai»l  comfort  of  oar 
prieoners  consulted,  when  a  certain  number  of 
them  are  sent  off  from  Haii&x,  crowded  on  hpard 
ahipii  beyond  sea,  to  a  distance  from  the  facility 
of  exehange,  to  make  room  for  another  number, 
to  be  in  like  manner  sent  by  General  Prevost  Arom 
QiMbec,  at  which  plaice,  as  you  have  agreed  with 
me,  they  should  have  remained  to  be  exchanged 
OB  tlie  land  lines  ?  And  hew  was  their  health 
eonaalted  as  to  the  prevalence  of  the  small-pox, 


when  vaccination  presented  so  easy  and  eimple  a 

of 
vartolous  infection  into  a  voyage,  in  a  crowded 


Kaedyj  compared  with  the  risk  of  carrying  the 


prison-ship,  across  the  oeean  1  When  men  are 
taken  a  second  time  in  war  without  exchange,  it 
is  a  matter  easily  capable  of  proof,  and,  unless 
prov«d,  ought  not  to  be  acted  on ;  the  proof,  when 
had,^  should,  be  exhibited.  None  such  has,  al- 
tkoa|;h  yoij^  have  informed  me  you  have  made 
inquiry,  yet  been  exhibited.  As  to  the  fifteen 
XMB  reported  by  your  agent  as  so  situated,  when- 
ever it  is  produced,  the  'Corresponding  number  of 
yoor  prisoners  held  for  them  will  be  j^aced  in  the 
ordinary  state  of  prisoners ;  until  then  they  must 
be  retained  in  the  situation  in  which  they  now 
axe.  Theeighty-three  British  seamen  held  against 
tke  eighty-three  American  seamen  sent  to  Bng^ 
kind  from  Halifax,  against  whom  you  inform  me 
llieie  is  no  chaige,  will  be  returned  to  the  ordi- 
nary state  of  non-paroled  prisoners,  but  they  will 
be  withheld  from  exchange  until  the  correspond- 
ing American  seamen  are  exchanged  or  returned 
to  the  American  station,  from  which  they  ought 
not  to  have  been  removed.    I  have,  dbc. 

J.  MASON. 
'  Col.  Tbomas  Barou^t.  dsc. 


Harlsm,  December  27, 1813. 

8iB :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  copies  of 
lists  of  American  prisoners  of  war,  sent  from  HaU 
ifmx  to  England  in  November  lastly  order  of  his 
Rjcoellency  Admiral  Sir  John  B.  Warren,  in  HU 
Mary's  ships  Nemesis,  Diomede,  and  Diadem, 
in  ceasequence  of  the  prison  at  Haliiax  being 
sickly  and  crowded  with  prisoners. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Masom. 


Note  by  the  Ooaunissary  General  of  Prisoncfs. 

The  list  above-mentioned  gives  the  names  of 
one  hundred  maritime  prisoners,  officers  and  sea* 
men,  and  fifty  military  prisoners,  officers  and  pri- 
vates, sent  to  England  in  the  Nemesis ;  one  hun- 
dred and  twentv-iour  maritime  prisoners,' officers 
and  seamen,  and  seventy-seven  military  prisoners, 
officers  and  privates,  sent  to  England  in  the  Dio- 
naede ;  and  fifty  military  prisoners,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  and  privates,  sent  to  England  in 
the  Diadem. 

Making  the  whole  number  four-hundred  and 
one. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thoiaas  Barclay  to 
the  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners. 

HAttLBM,  Dec.  ai,  1813. 

Sm :  Your  letter  of  the  2dd  current,  in  answer 
to  mine  of  the  9th,  I  have  received.  I  really  ex- 
pected. When  I  enclosed  yoo  copies  of  the  letters 
received  from  Lieutenant  Miller,  and  the  copy 
of  Mr.  Mitchell's  letter  to  him,  vou  would  have 
been  convinced  that  Mr.  Mitchell  had  too  highlv 
colored  his  description  of  the  rooms  in  whicn 
the  sixteen  prisoners  were  confined  in  the  jail  at 
Halifax.  This>  however,  appears  not  to  be  the 
case ;  on  the  oontrarv,  you  retain  the  same  opin- 
ion, and  even  consider  an  error  on  the  part  of 
that  gentleman  of  more  than  a  fifth  part  of  the 
area  of  the  rooms  too  trifiing  lo  be  noticed  by 
you  or  me. 

You  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  situation  of 
Melville  island,  near  Halifax,  where  prisoners  of 
war  are  confined,  or  of  the  prison,  prison*ship, 
and  hospital  there.  It  is  admitted,  b]r  all  who 
have  visited  them,  to  be  equal  to  any  similar  es* 
tablishments  of  the  same  extent  in  Europe.  No 
complaint,  I  believe,  has  been  made  against  it,  or 
the  treatment  which  the  prisoners  receive  thei^ 
In  this  prison,  ten  at  least,  and  perhap  the  whole 
of  the  sixteen  prisoners  were  confined  at  the  time 
Ihey  were  moved  to  the  town  jail  of  Halifkx ;  In 
which  jail  they  remained  several  weeks,  until 
the  time  they  were  again  removed  to  their  former 
confinement  on  Melville  island,  in  consequence 
of  Mr.  Mitchells  representation  to  you  that  the 
rooms  in  which  they  were  confined  m  the  jail  at 
Halifax  were  dungeons,  dark  and  impure  recep- 
tacles of  wretchedness,  where  the  prisoners  were 
only  permitted  to  receive  the  means  of  respiration 
and  the  light  of  heaven  throoffh  an  iron-barred 

rture.  Lieutenant  Miller  has  declared  that 
statement  of  Mr.  Mitchell's  b  Incorrect,  and 
that  the  rooms  in  the  jail  in  which  the  sixteen 
prisonere  were  placed,  instead  of  being  dark  and 
impare,  were  good  ana  comfortable,  and  in  every 
respect  befitting  prisoners  of  war,  and  that  the 
^isoners  were  satisfied  with  them,  and  with  the 
treatment  they  received  while  in  jail.  In  proof 
of  his  assertion,  I  enclosed,  you  HDot  only  a  copy 
of  Mr.  Mitchell's  letter  to  Lieutenant  Miller,  in 
which  he  acknowledees  the  men  preferred  the 
jail  to  Melville  island,  but  also  a  letter  from  the 
Sheriff' of  Halifax,  in  which  he  states  <*that  the 
apartments  allolted  to  them  (the  prisoners)  were 
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in  eierj  respeet  suitable,  and  suffieieotljr  large 
and  well  ventilated,  and  every  possible  indulgence 
irranted  to  them,  consistent  with  their  situation. 
That  when  they' understood  they  were  to  return 
to  Melville  island^  they  expressed  their  sorrow 
at  being  removed,  and  acknowledged  in  my  pre- 
aence  the  indulgence  which  they  had  received 
from  the  jailer  and  his  family,"  Possessed  of 
ibe  testimony  of  the  Sheriff  of  Halifax^  and  of  the 
acknowledgment  of  the  prisoners,  (under  Mr. 
Mitchell's  hand,)  "  that  their  removal  from  Hal- 
ifax jail  to  the  prison  of  Melville  island  was  not 
for  the  better,"  I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  ad- 
hering to  Mr.  Mitchell's  original  account  of  the 
rooms,  and  still  more  so  for  your  expressing  your- 
self in  jour  letter  of  the  22d  insUnt  in  the  words 
following :  **  I  do  yet  aver,  that  they  (the  rooms) 
were,  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  terms,  noisome 
holes,  and  dark  and  impure  receptacles  of  wretch- 
edness." 

I  wish  to  be  informed  on  what  evidence  yon 
found  your  opinion ;  not.  on  what  the  prisoners 
tay,  for  Mr.  Mitchell  himself  has  acknowledged 
in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Miller,  that  thev  told  him 
they  preferred  the  jail  to  tbe  prison-ship  at  Mel- 
ville ishtnd ',  nor  can  you  rest  it  on  Mr.  Mitchell's 
description ;  first,  because  it  is  proved  to  be  in- 
correct as  to  dimensions,  liffht,  and  air;  and  ^c- 
ondly,  because  he  has  acknowledged  the  pris- 
oners regretted  being  removed  from  the  jail. 
Will  you,  sir,  say  you  oppose  the  dictum  of  Mr. 
Mitchell  to  the  assurance  of  Lieutenant  Mil- 
ler, the  declaration  of  the  Sheriff  of  Halifax,  and 
the  concurrent  voice  of  the  sixteen  prisoners?  If 
not,  pray  acquaint  me  on  what  authority  it  is  that 
you  speak  with  so  much  confidence?  Do  you 
recollect  that,  by  your  confirming  Mr.  Mitchell's 
description,  you,  in  express  terms,  stultify  the  six 
officers  and  ten  men  who  were  confined  in  the 
jail ;  for  none  but  fools  or  maniacs  would  prefer 
noisome  holes  and  dark  and  impure  receptacles  of 
wretchedness,  to  ihe  prison-shipat  Mel  viUe  island, 
the  dimensions  and  other  particulars  of  which  t 
sent  you. 

The  truth,  sir,  is,  that  both  the  prison-ship,  and 
the  rooms  allotted  to  the  sixteen  American  pris- 
oners in  the  jail  at  Halifax,  were  comfortable 
I^aces  of  confinement ;  and  the  reason  why  the 
prisoners,  preferred  the  latter  to  the  former  was 
this:  At^Melville  island  there  were  upwards  of 
one  thousand  six  hundred  prisoners;  consequently, 
the  keepers  and  other  attendants  had  it  not  in 
their  power  to  pay  attention  and  civility  to  each 
individual ;  whereas,  in  the  jail  there  were  onlv 
sixteen  prisoners,  to  whom  tbe  jailer  and  bis 
family  showed  every  indulgence,  as  the  prisoners 
acknowledged  to  the  sheriff.  If  the  rooms  in  the 
jail  were  as  described  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  is  it  pos- 
sible the  prisoners  would  have  regretted  leaving 
them? 

Tou  are  under  a  mistake  in  supposing  I  in- 
tended anything  sarcastic,  or  in  a  taunting  man- 
ner to  jest  with  the  feelioss  or  the  situation  of 
these  prisoners.  Give  me  leave  to  tell  yon.  sir. 
that  I  am  incapable  of  such  an  act,  and  that  it  ill 
comporu  with  you  even  to  insinuate  it  of  me.    I 


feel  as  much,  and  would  gb  as  far  to  serre  ihtm 
unfortunate  men,  as  you  or  any  other  gentleman. 
My  remarks  are  pointed  to  Mr.  Mitchell,  and  hoc 
to  the  prisoners ;  for  it  was  my  wish  to  use  their 
testimony  to  prove  the  incorrectness  of  the  ehai^ 
acter  given  by  Mr.  Mitchell  of  the  rooms  in^whieh 
they  had  b^en  confined,  and  I  assure  you  I  ap- 
prove of  what  they  have  done  and  said. 

In  my  letter  of  the  9th  instant  I  remarked,  and 
again  repeat,  that  the  prisoners  are  wholly  in- 
debted to  Mr.  Mitchell  for  being  removed,  eos- 
trary  to  their  wishes,  from  the  jail  in  Halifax  to 
the  prison-ship  at  Melville  island. 

When  yon  communicated  to  me  in  September 
Mr.^  Mitchell's  description  of  the  dungeons,  cella, 
or  rooms,  (it  is  of  no  moment  what  apnelktiona 
are  given  to  them,  for  names  cannot  change  re- 
alities.) into  which  the  sixteen  prisoners  were 
placea,  I  transmitted,  without  delay,  a  copy  of 
your  letter  to  the  Admiral  at  Halifax,  and  re- 
quested an  explanation,  and  at  the  same  time  de* 
sired,  if  the  facts  were  as  represented  by  Mr. 
Mitchell,  that  an  amelioration  of  the  treatment 
towards  the  prisoners  might  take  place.  On  the 
receipt  of  my  letter,  the  Admiral,  in  order  to  re- 
move even  the  shadow  of  complaint,  directed 
that  the  sixteen  prisoners  should  be  returned  to 
the  prison-ship  at  Melville  island.  If  Mr.  Mtteb- 
eil  bad  not  given  you  this  horrid  descriptioa  of 
the  places  in  the  jail  where  those  prisoners  were 
connned,  I  take  it  for  granted  you  would  not 
have  remonstrated  tome  against  them,  nor  shonld 
I  have  written  to  the  Admiral  9n  the  subject ;  the 
prisoners,  therefore,  would  have  remained  in  the 
lail  probably  until  they  were  exchanged  or  re- 
leased on  parole.  This  being  tbe  case,  I  am  au- 
thorized to  say  Mr.  Mitchell  was  the  canea  of 
their  being  removed,  contrary  to  their  wiahca, 
from  the  jail  on  board  tbe  prison-ship. 

As  these  men  are  now  in  their  jwistine  siliuir 
tion  as  prisoners,  I  request  yen  will  -be  pleaded  to 
inform  me  whether  the  sixteen  British  prisooera, 
placed  by  yonr  order  in  more  than  ordinary  etrioc 
confinement  by  the  marshal  of  Maasachusetti,  by 
way  of  retaliation  for  the  sixteen  Amerioana, 
have  been  restored  to  their  original  stttiatios  mm 
prisoners. 

Offiob  Comm'rt  Gen'l  or  PiuaoiiBRS, 
Wabbiiiotoii,  J€m.  15, 1814. 
Sm :  I  received,  in  due  course  of  mail,  your 
letter  of  the  27th  December,  and  the  lists  en- 
closed, whereby  I  am  informed  that  four  hundred 
and  one  of  our  prisoners,  officers,  noo-commia- 
sioned  officers,  and  privates  of  the  Army,  and 
offi^oers  and  crews  of  private  armed  vessels,  have 
been  sent  to  England  from  Halifax,  on  the  plea 
of  a  crowded  and  sickly  prison  at  Halifax.  It 
appears  to  be  in  vain  to  remonstrate  longer  against 
measures  which  your  officers  seem  determined 
to  take,  in  relation  to  our  prisoners,  without  re- 
gard to  individual  suffering,  or  to  the  convention 
between  the  two  nations,  as  to  stations  of  ex- 
change. That  a  single  prison  might  be  crowded 
by  the  increase  of  prisoners  tt  a  statioUi  and 
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lieUf  in  cooseqoenoe  of  that  crowdiog,  is  pro- 
bable enough ;  bat  unless  it  was  shown  that  the 
country  in  whieh  that  station  is  was  sickly,  there 
ean  be  no  pretension  to  humane  motives  tor  such 
a  removal ;  other  prison-houses  or  prison-ships 
should  have  been  supplied.  This,  sir,  as  in  the 
ease  of  the  last  removal  to  England,  is  regarded 
as «  measure  replete  with  cruelty  to  the  unfor- 
tunate prisoners  concerned,  and  will,  in  due  time, 
be  met  by  a  corresponding  measure  towards  your 
prisoners  in  our  possession. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

J.  MASON. 
Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dbc. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to 
the  Commissaiy  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 
January  24, 1814. 

Sib  :  Tour  letter  of  the  15th  January,  in  an* 
awer  to  mine  of  the  27th  December,  I  have  bad 
the  honor  to  receive. 

I  am  inclined  to  believe  yoa  are  under  a  mis^ 
take  in  supposing  it  to  be  an  unjustifiable  act  to 
aend  American  prisoners  of  war  from  Canada, 
Nova.  Scotia,  or  the  West  Indies,  to  England  for 
safe  keeping ;  and  I  am  of  opifiion  you  will  find 
that  all  persons  acquainted  with  the  laws  of  na- 
tioiia  will  agree,  that  the  answer  *^  that  the  pris- 
oaefs  sent  to  Great  Britain  for  that  purpose"  is 
conclusive,  and  ought  to  be  satisfactory.  When, 
ia  addition  to  these  remarks,  you  are  furnished 
with  the  additional  reasons  stated  in  Port  Admi-^ 
lal  OriflGith's  letter,  a  copy  whereof  iif  enclosed, 
that  the  prisoners  were  removed  from  Halifax  to 
Great  Britain  in  consequence  of  the  prisons  be- 
ing crowded,  and  the  men  sickly*  every  objection 
to  their  removal  I  hope  will  oease.  From  your  let- 
ter, it  however  appears  you  consider  that  '*  other 
prison-houses  and  piison-ships  should  have  been 
aapplied.'^  This  measure,  perhaps,  was  not  con- 
venient ;  at  all  events  it  would  be  attended  with 
an  expense  which  the  Admiral  probably  consid- 
ered he  was  not  authorized  to  incur.  In  England 
there  are  ample  prisons;  and  I  have  reasons  to  be- 
lieve, from  Lieutenant  Miller's  representations  cf 
the  sufferings  your  prisoners  h^ave  experienced  in 
Nova  Scoua  from  want  of  clothing,  that  they 
wiU,  on  their  arrival  in  England,  have  reason 
to  rejoice  beinff  under  the  care  ot  Mr.  Beasley, 
who  will  supply  them  with  what  is  necessary. 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  what  you  intend 
by  remarking.  "  without  regard  to  the  convention 
between  the  two  nations  as  to  stations  for  ex- 
change," because  Liverpool  or  Falmouth,  in  Eng- 
land, are  as  much  stations  for  exchange  as  Cluebec 
ot  Halifax. 

Bxtract  of  a  letter  from  Rear  Admiral  Griffith  to  Colo- 
nel Thomts  Barclay,  dated 

On  board  the  Centurion, 

Halifax,  December  19, 1813. 

By  an  order  from  the  Admiralty  to  Sir  John 

Warren,  which  he  has  left  with  me,  he  is  directed 

not  to  allow  any  more  American  prisoners  to  be 

ceieased  till  the  balance  in  our  favor  should  be 


considerably  reduced,  and  the  order  is  accompanied 
by  a  return  of  the  exchanges  made  in  England, 
where  alone  the  balance  in  our  favor  amounted 
to  upwards  of  one  thousand. 
.  I  would  beg  of  you  to  inform  me,  as  particularly 
as  you  can,  respecting  the  mode  of  confinement 
and  treatment  of  the  British  oflScers  put  into  close 
confinement  in  the  United  States,  that  a  similar 
measure  of  indulgence  or  severity  may  be  exer- 
cised on  the  Ameriean  ofllcers  confined  here  by 
way  of  retaliation.  And  I  wo^ld  take  the  liberty 
of  suggesting  to  you  the  necessity  of  endeavoring 
to  remove  the  impression  of  our  havin|[  sent 
American  prtsoiiers  to  England  on  suspicion  of 
their  being  British  born  subjects.  The  Ameri- 
can Government  can  have  no  right  to  assume 
this  as  a  fact.  As  far  as  relates  to  prisoners  sent 
from  hence  to  England;  we  have  never  avowed 
or  acknowledged  any  such  motive,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  those  who  have  been  particularly  des- 
ignated as  such.' 

The  crowded  state  of  the  prison  at  Melville 
island,  where  double  the  number  of  prisoners  were 
confined  to  that  it  was  ever  intended  to  have 
held,  the  difficulty,  if  not  impossibility,  of  finding 
adequate  security  for  them  anywhere  else,  and 
the  suspension  or  the  exchange  by  the  American 
Gtovernment,  were  sufficient  excuses  (if  it  were 
necessary  to  offer  any)  for  sending  some  of  the 
j)risoners  to  England.  I  shall,  however,  stop 
sending  tiny  more  till  I  hear  from  you ;  but  if  the 
exchange  is  again  interrupted,  we  must  thin  off 
by  every  opporttinity,  for  there  are  a  ffreat  many 
more,  even  now,  in  this  place,  than  there  ought 
to  be. 

Extract  of  letter  from  Lieutenant  William  Miller,  Brit- 
ish agent  for  prisoners  of  war  at  Halifax,  to  Colonel 
Barday»  dated 

DSCBMBBR  20, 1813. 
In  conaequeuce  of  your  letter  by  the  Analostan* 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  had 
put  into  close  confinement  one  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-six British  prisoners  of  war,  in  various  parts 
of  the  United  States,  in  retaliation,  I  have  oeen 
directed  to  confine  the  same  number  of  American 
prisoners  of  war  on  board  the  Magnet  prison- 
ship;  and  on  the  receipt  of  your  last  despatchea 
of  the  24th  November  to  Lieutenant  General 
Sherbrooke,  wherein  you  state  that  forty-six  Brit- 
bh  officers  were  also  closely  confined,  1  was  direct- 
ed to  arrest  the  whole  of  the  American  officera 
on  parole,  seventy-two  in  number,  and  confine 
them  on  hoard  the  Malabar  transport,  lately  re- 
turned ffom  Quebec,  by  removing  some  or  the 
soldiers  to  Melville  island.  I  fitted  up  a  large 
space  from  the  oiainmast,  abaft,  thirty  feet  lonff| 
twenty-two  feet  broad,  and  ^even  feet  high,  for 
their  temporary  accommodation,  and  I  was  direct- 
ed to  complete,  or  double  that  number,  to  nineor- 
two;  but,  on  reconsideration.  Sir  John  Sherbrooke 
and  Rear  Admiral  Griffith  thouffht  proper  to  alter 
the  arrangement,  and  permit  the  maritime  offi- 
cers selected  by  Mr.  Mitchell  to  depart  in  the 
Analostan  in  such  numbers  as  made  up  the  equiva- 
lent r«ik  of  two  hundred  and  fourteen. 
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In  tbe  namber  coofiiied  on  board  tbe  Magnet 
J^rison  sbip,  I  hare  selected  as  follows:  for  tbe 
twenty-one  seamen  of  tbe  Dominica,  confined  at 
Charleston,  I  have  taken  twenty-one  men  belong- 
ing to  tbe  United  States'  gnn-yessel  No.  121,  and 
for  the  seven  seamen  of  tbe  Tenedos,  and  eight 
of  tbe  Boxer,  I  have  confined  fifteen  of  the  Chesa- 
peake. It  will  be  very  necessary^f  I  could  be 
famished  with  the  names  of  the  British  oflicers 
and  seamen  confined  in  retaliation,  that  I  might 
make  a  reenlar  entry  of  them.  (I  have  receiTed 
the  lists  of  the  one  hundred  and  one  and  the  six- 
teen confined.)  I  bare  liberated  the  seamen  of 
tbe  Chesapeake,  as  per  abstract,  for  the  two  sea-^ 
men  of  the  Dri^on.  You  will  be  pleased  to  ob-^ 
serve  I  sent  four  of  those  sixteen,  confined  in  re- 
taliation^  to  England  on  the  19tn  uhimo,  as  per 
abstract,  which  reduces  the  number  in  my  custody 
to  eight,  although  I  still  consider  them  on  mv 
list;  and  in  consequence  of  tbe  ill  state  of  health 
of  James  Trask,  late  sailing-master  of  tbe  Revenge 
I^vateer,  I  have  sent  him  in  tbe  Analostan,  but 
sball  confine  another  in  lieu,  which  leaves  Thomas 
Swain,  of  the  Wiley  Reynard,  and  two  warrant 
officers,  and  four  seamen  of  the  Chesapeake. 

£xtiaet  (rfm  lettar  from  th«  Commisiary  Genend  of 
Piiicmers  to  Golonel  Thomas  Basolay,  dated 

jANUAmr  31, 1814. 

Sir  :  On  recurring  to  your  letter  of  the  3l5t 
December,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  2M  of  tbe  same 
month,  nnwillii^r  as  I  am  to  spin  out  dkoussions 
of  an  irritable  charaeter,  I  find  it  necessary  to 
make  some  remarks  on  it. 

As  I  have  had,  in  other  instances,  occasion  to 
dO}  I  must  nowa^in  expresB  m^  regret,  that  yon 
do  not  consider  witk  moreattentioQ  the  papers  in 
the  case  than  it  does  seem  you  are  aeeostomed  to 
do,  previoos  to  entering  on  a  discussion  of  their 
ments;  had  you,  with  more  care,  examined  the 
letters  ao4  statements  bearing  on  this  case,  yon 
BUtht  have  saved  some  trouble  to  yon  and  myself, 
•and  probably  have  spared  the  necessity  you  ap- 
pear to  have  imposed  on  yourself,  of  conducting 
yonr  argument  in  terms  little  fitted  to  coaviotiod. 

Most  certainly  while  Mr.  Mitchell,  onr  agent 
for  prisoners  at  Halifax,  continues  to  be  thought 
by  this  Government  worthy  of  remaining  in  the 
office  which  it  has  conferred  on  him,  I  shall  con* 
aider  all  that  comes  from  him  as  well  worthy  of 
faith  as  anything  wkich  may  be  stated  by  your 
agent  for  prisoners ;  and  I  shall*  in  justice  to  him 
mid  to  the  Qovemment,  repel  any  attempt,  from 
whatever  quarter  it  may  come,  unaccempanied 
by  proofs,  to  lessen  his  crcdibiGty.  If,  however, 
von  had  attended  to  my  communication  of  the 
kid  December,  yon  would  have  seen  that  I  by  no 
means  proceeded  on  bis  statement  done;  that  I 
bad  carefully  collated  that  with  the  declaration 
of  yonr  agents,  and  shown  the  result.  I  took; 
finally,  the  description. of  the  places  of  confine^ 
Hient  tor  our  sixteen  nnfortnnate  prisoners,  given 
by  Your  agenu  themselves,  and  indisposed  to 
graduate  human  misery  as  it  were  by  a  seale,  and 
revolting  at  the  idea  of  looking  for  comfort  in 


such  incarceration,  did  then  say,  as  I  now  say,  that 
an  allotment  of  lubterraneous  floor,  eleven  feet 
one  way,  by  seven  feet'  eight  inches  the  other; 
betffht,  n-ora  floor  to  ceiling,  (two-thirds  of  which 
under  ground,)  seven  feet  H)or  inches;  windows, 
or  places  for  admission  of  light  and  air,  two,  one 
nine  inch  square,  tbe  other  twenty-four  by  seren- 
teen  inches,  is,  in  tbe  fullest  sense  of  the  term, 
*^  a  noisome  hole,  and  a  dark  and  impure  recep- 
tacle of  wretchedness:*'  in  which  sentiment  I  nm 
abundantly  confident  I  shall  be  joined  by  the 
whole  civilized  world,  with  exceptions  too  few  in 
any  degree  to  impair  its  correctness ;  and  theae 
are  the  precise  dimensions  and  descriptions  given 
by  Lieutenant  Miller,  and  the  Sheriff  of  Hui fax, 
and  your  private  friend,  of  the  cells  or  dongeooa 
into  which  were  put^  and  kept  for  some  days, 
sixteen  American  citizens,  officers  and  seamen, 
maritime  prisoners  of  war— six  in  one,  and  five 
in  each  of  the  two  others. 

It  is  distinctly  to-  b^  remembered,  that  it  was 
of  this  period,  and  of  this  manner  of  confinement, 
of  which  Mr.  Mitchell  first  reported  and  com- 
l^ined,  and  respecting  which  I  immediately  re* 
monsirated  with  you.  It  is  therefore  vain  to  con^ 
found,  by  description  of  passages  and  yards  ttv^ 
which  tfatese  prisoneretnij^ht  afterwards  have  bad 
access,  what  first  existed  in  relation  to  tbem,  whh 
what  took  place  when  their  situation  was  in  seme 
degree  ameliorated.  You  are  well  aware,  sir, 
that  Mr.  Mitchell  did  report  tbis^ameiiormtioB, 
and  that  a  ooiTesponding  relaxation  toward  those 
of  your  prisoners  held  in  retaliation  for  them  wan 
immediately  ordered ;  and  that  this  amelioration 
was  made  some  time  before  they  were  remored 
to  Melville  island.  It  was  then  with  tbe  second 
stage  of  confinement  that  the  situation  of  onr  six- 
teen prisoners,  when  earned  to  that  island,  is  t» 
be  compared ;  which  circumstance,  when  ta^en 
into  consideration  with  the  facts  stated  then  and< 
since  by  yourself,  that  there  they  were  crowded 
in  with  sixteen  hnndr^  of  their  unfortunate  coun- 
trymen, will  suflkiently  explain  their  preference, 
if  socb  they  had,  to  the  prison  in  Haiifax.  I  wna* 
glad  to  hear  from  you  that,  in  the  passage  t<» 
which  I  alluded,  as  presumed  to  have  been  in- 
tended to  convey  a  sarcasm  on  this  pre(ei«ice' 
attributed  to  our  unfortunate  prisoners,  yon  did 
not  mean  to  spbrt  with  their  feelings.  Diffievlt 
as  it  is  to  be  understood  in  ordinary  construction, 
I  am  willing  to  accept  yonr  explanation  as  to 
them ;  and  yon  will  permit  me  to  remark,  sir, 
should  have  been  quite  as  much  dispoaed  to  do  so, 
bad  it  been  given  in  terms  more  becoming  tbe 
occasion. 


Colonel  BareUy  to  General  Mason. 

Harlem,  FTOfrHCiry  6, 1814. 
Sir  :  I  have  by  this  day's  post  had  the  honor 
to  receive  your  letter  of  the  31st  January.  I  have 
attentively  examined  my  letter  to  you  of  tbe  3]st 
December,  and  cannot  discover  anything  in  it 
improper  or  necessary  to  be  corrected.  I  rerret 
you  consider  it  ^'  little  fitted  to  conviction.'*  Per- 
haps, were  your  letter  and  mine  on  the  anbject 
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submitted  to  impartial  persons,  they  would  differ 
in  bpinioo  with  you. 

I  shall  not  travel  the  grouod  alreadysone  over 
in  my  reply  to  vour  letter  of  the  22d  December, 
because  mine  of  the  3l8t  of  that  month  is  as  full 
an  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  3l8t  January  as 
it  was  to  that  of  the  22d  Decemher.  I  request, 
therefore,  you  will  be  pleased  to  receive  it  as  such, 
and  that  you  will  give  it  the  construction  which 
the  arguments  and  expressions  merit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^ir,  your  ohedient  ser- 
vant, THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

Gkneral  MaboN;  dbc. 

a 

Extrae^ofa  letter  from  the  Hon.  Ebeneaer  Sage  to  the 
Comauesaiy  General  of  Prisoners,  dsted 
Sao  Harbor,  Loro  Islano, 

September  2S,1B13. 
As  it  may  be  within  the  province  of  vour  offi- 
cial duties,  I  will  trouble  you  with  the  following 


A  few  wedcs  since,  a  bar^e  and  nine  men  from 
the  British  siinadron  (which  lies  in  Gardner's 
bay,  within  sieht  of  this  port)  came  oa  shore  in 
tke  ni^t,  a  Mort  distance  from  this,  and  took 
from  his  bed  a  Joshua  Peony,  and,  without  per* 
attting  him  to  put  on  his  hat  or  clothing,  carried 
bidl  on  board  the  Ramilies,  where  he  was  put  in 
irons  and  on  short  allowance,  an(l  in  that  condi- 
tion sent  off  in  the  ship  to  Halifax,  or  elsewhere. 
Ton  have  probably  seen,  in  the  newspapers,  the 
eonrespondence  between  the  commanding  officer 
of  this  port  and  Hardy,  in  which  the  former,  the 
next  day  after  the  capture^  demanded  -him  as  a 
non-combatant,  and  the  latter  refused  to  restore 
bim,  upon  thej>lea  that  he  had  acted  as  a  pilot  to 
Commodore  Decatur's  barges,  and  the  torpedo 
boat,  and  was  on  the  books  of  Decatur's  frigate, 
at  forty  dollars  per  month.  That  he  acted  as 
pilot  in  both  the  above  cases  is  true,  but  the  last 
charge  is  not  true.  He  was  hired  as  a  pilot,  and 
is  on  the  books  of  no  ship,  or  attached  to, any 
pablie  service.  The  British  Commodore  further 
declares  tn  his  communication  that  he  holds  him 
aaa  spy,  in  consequence  of  his  being  on  board  his 
ship  at  a  certain  time  to  sell  clams.  If  this  act 
makes  htm  punishable  as  a  spy,  the  Commodore 
must  be  surrounded  with  spies  every  day,  from 
Connecttcnt  and  elsewhere,  with  beef,  breadstuff, 
onions^ruit,,and  eatables  or  all  kinds,  as  we  know 
hia  fleet  is  continually  surrounded  with  traders. 
The  question  is.  can  this  man  be  held  as  a  pris- 
oner of  war,  ana  held  in  irons  7  Is  it  not  a  case 
demand!!^  the  lex  taUoniel 

Fenny  is  a  poor  but  industrious  man,  with  a 
large  family ;  a  good  seaoian  and  pilot,  and  of  a 
bold  and  daring  spirit ;  has  faced  danger,  and  en- 
dored  much  hardship  in  afmost  every  quarter  of 
the  world.  It  is  a  fact,  that  an  American,  who 
was  on  board  the  ship  as  a  trader,  put  on  the  uni- 
form of  a  lieutenant,  and  accompanied  a  crew  to 
point  out  to  them  the  place  of  Penny's  abode,  the 
day  preceding  the  night  in  which  he  was  taken. 
This  we  learn  from  some  prisoners  who  have 
mee  been  liberated,  and  from  whom  we  also 


learn  the  circumstance  of  this  confinement  in 
irons,  &c. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Stephen  Decatur 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  NsTy,  dated 

U.  S.  Ship  Unitbo  States, 
near  New  London,  Oct.  6, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re* 
ceipt  of  your  letter  of  the  20th  ultimo. 

I  saw  Sir  Thomas  Hardy's  statement  relating 
to  Penny,  in  the  newspapers,  and  bad  from  the 
collector  of  Sag  Harbor  many  of  the  particulars 
of  his  capture  and  subsequent  treatment,  who  in- 
formed me  that  he  should  communicate  the  same 
facts  to  the  Gbvemment,  and  for  that  reason  I 
omitted  doing  it  myself,  as  unnecessary. 

Penny  was  never  entered  on  the  books  of  tbia 
ship  in  any  capacity^  nor  ever  employed  by  me 
but  for  the  purpose  of  piloting^our  boats  in  the 
expedition  to  Gardner's  island ;  and  then  he  acted 
merely  as  a  pilot;  went,  and  continued  durinjg 
the  expedition,  unarmed,  and  received  for  his 
compensation  tbe  ordinary  pilotage. 

Cffice  Comm't  Gen'l  op  Prisoners, 
Washington,  Nov.  1, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  am  commanded  by  the  President  to  di* 
rect  that  you  will,  with  as  little  d^elay  as  possible 
afler  the  reception  of  this  order,  place  in  confine* 
ment,  such  as  will  preclude  the  possibility  of  es# 
cape,  William  Mayton,  a  British  subject,  and 
prisoner  of  war,  late  master's  mate  of  the  British, 
ship  of  war  Hamilies,  and  recently  transferred, 
among  other  prisoners,  to  vour  custody  by  the 
Manhal  of  Connecticut,  there  to  be  held  as  n 
hostage,  to  answer  for  the  safety  and  proper  treat'^ 
ment  or  Joshua  Penny,  a  citizen  of  New  York, 
lately  seized  at  night  in  his  bed,  at  his  own  house, 
near, Sag  Harbor,  Long  Island,  by  a  detachment 
from  the  British  squadron  in  that  quarter,  carried 
on  board,  and  yet  held  in  rigid  confinement  by 
the  enemy.  It  is  not  intend^,  for  the  present  at 
least,  that  the  unfortunate  person  so  confined, 
shall  be  barred  from  such  decent  accommodation 
and  comfortable  subsistence  as  his  situation  may 
admit  of,  and  you  are  requested  to  inform  him 
fuUv  of  the  cause  by  which  this  measure  has  been 
made  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  J.  MASON. 

Eeenbzer  K.  Dextbr,  Esq. 

MareluU  of  Rhode  bland. 

H. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  R.  Swanton  to  the  Seeretsiy 
of  State,  dated 
New  York,  Abiwiifcer  8, 1813. 
Sir:  I  am  informed,  by  letters  written  in  Hal- 
ifax, in  July,  August,  and  September  last,  that 
my  brother.  John  Swanton,  lately  serving  in  the 
capacity  of  captain  of  marines  on  board  the  pri* 
vate  armed  schooner  Globe,  of  Baltimore,  Cap* 
tain  Moon,  commander,  was  captured  on  the  29th 
May  in  the  brig  Bndeavor,  prize  to  the  Qlobe. 
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And  Mr.  Mitchell,  aeent  for  prisoners  of  war,  in 
his  letter  of  the  4th  September,  says  that  my  bro- 
ther was  then  confined  on  board  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  ship  Melpomene,  and  about  to  be  sent 
in  her  to  England,  for  the  purpose  of  trial  as  a 
British  subject. 

I  therefore  presume  that  he  is  now  in  England, 
and  that  be  either  has  or  will  be  proceeded  against. 
I  am  informed  that  Mr.  Mitchell  has  laid  his  case 
before  the  Go?ernment;  and  my  anxiety  induces 
me  to  trouble  you  with  this  communication,  and 
to  request  you  to  inform  me  whether  anything 
can  be  done  for  him. 


On  BOABn  H.  M.  Ship  Centuriok, 
Halifax,  JuUf  14, 1813. 

Dear  Robxbt  :  I  have  not  time,  at  this  mo- 
menr,  to  enter  more  particularly  int6  the  occur- 
rences that  took  place  on  board  the  Globe,  than 
that  the  captain  thought  proper  to  send  me  a  pas- 
senger to  the  United  States  m  the  brig  Endea- 
Tor,  captured  by  us,  off  the  Rock  of  Lisbon,  on 
the  20tn  March  last,  and  was  recaptured  off  Cape 
Henry,  29th  May.  by  His  Majesty's  ship  Le  Fan-^ 
tome,  Captain  Lawrence,  who  detained  me,  in 
particular,  under  pretence  of  being  a  British  sub- 
ject. He  took  me  with  him  to  Bermuda,  where 
I  underwent  a  formal  examination,  which  was 
committed  to  paper,  as  follows :  Where  were  you 
born  ?  Kilcatj  county  Kilkenny,  Ireland.  When 
did  you  leave  it  ?  In  1789.  How  old  are  you? 
Thirty-eight  years.  Have  you  lived  seven  years 
in  the  United  States  of  America?  Tes,  above 
three  times  that,  and  am  a  citizen  in  right  of  my 
father,  who  lived  and  possessed  property  in  Amer- 
ica before  the  Revolution.  Have  you  a  vote  ? 
Tes,  and  voted  for  Mr.  Madison,  in  opposition  to 
Mr.  Clinton.  Are  you  a  married  man  ?  Yes,  and 
have  five  children.  This  is,  as  well  as  I  can  rec- 
ollect, the  substance  of  the  examination.  I  was 
conveyed  from  that  island  to  this  port,  and  write 
to  you  in  irons;  nor  do  I  know  by  what  means  I 
couM  have  informed  you  of  my  situation,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  kindness  of  the  commander  of 
this  ship,  who  permits  me  to  write  to  Mr.  Mitch- 
ell, agent  for  prisoners  of  war.  I  therefore  re- 
jtuest  you  to  act  immediately  as  the  law  directs 
in  such  cases,  and  write  me  an  answer,  sending 
me  at  the  same  time  two  hundred  dollars.  Re- 
member me  to  our  relatipns  and  friends  in  New 
York,  and  inform  m/  wife  in  Pennsylvania,  to 
whom  it  will  be  a  sad  stroke. 

I  impatiently  wait  your  answer,  and  remain 
your  loving  brother,  J.  SWANTON. 

Office  Comm'ey  Gbn'l  op  Prisonehs, 
Washinoton,  Dec.  17, 1813. 
Sir:  I  am  commanded  by  the  President  to  di- 
rect that  you  will,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible 
after  the  reception  of  this  order,  place  in  close 
confinemenLsuch  as  will  preclude  the  possibility 
of  escape,  William  Lincoln,  a  British  subject, 
and  prisoner  of  war,  late  mate  of  the  merchant 
brig  Fly,  there  to  be  held  as  a  hostage,  to  answer 
for  the  safety  of  John  S wanton,  late  a  captain  of 


marines  on  board  the  privateer  Globe  of  Balti- 
more, who  has  been  unjustifiably  confined  by  the 
British  Government  at  Halifax,  and  sent  from 
thence  to  England  for  trial. 

It  is  not  intended,  for  the  present  at  least,  that 
the  unfortunate  person  so  confined  shall  be  barred 
from  such  decent  accommodatioD  as  his  sitnation 
may  admit  of;  and  you  are  requested  to  inform 
him  fully  of  the  cause  by  which  this  measure 
has  been  made  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d:;c., 

J.  MASON. 
Ebenezer  K.  Dexter,  Esq.. 

Marshal  of  Rhode  hland. 


Off'icb  Comm'rt  Gin'l  of  Prisoheu, 
Washington, /an.  2, 1814. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  you  a  letter  from  Mr.  R.  Swan- 
ton  of  New  York,  a  very  respectable  citizen,  to 
his  brother,  Mr.  John  "Swanton,  late  a  captain  of 
marines  on  hoard  the  private  armed  schooner 
Globe  of  Baltimore,  Captain  Moon,  captured  in 
a  prize  of  that  vessel,  and  sent  into  Halifax,  and 
thence  in  close  confinement  on  board  one  of  the 
British  ships  of  war,  in  the  month  of  September 
last,  to  England  for  trial,  on  pretext  of  being  a 
British  subject. 

It  is  desirable  to  afford  the  friends  ^f  persona 
thus  unfortunately  situated  every  means  of  com* 
municatiug  with  them  as  far  as  may  depend  oa 
the  public  agents;  you  will, therefore,  be  pleased 
to  endeavor  to  find  out  the  place  of  confinement 
of  Mr.  Swanton,  and  convey  to  him  the  letter  in- 
tended for  him,  and  the  pecuniary  relief  afforded 
by  his  brother,  with  any  other  jou  may  be  able 
to  give  him. 

An  officer  of  a  British  merchant  ship,  corres- 

KOnding  with  him  in  rank,  has  been  confined 
ere,  to  answer,  in  his  person,  for  his  safetv  and 
proper  treatment*  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Swan- 
ton's  family,  and  have  no  doubt  of  the  facts,  that, 
although  born  in  Ireland,  he  came  |iere  very 
young,  and  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  Sutes  ia 
the  right  of  his  father,  who  caiAe  to  this  country 
before  the  peace  of  1783,  and  has  habitually  re- 
sided here  since,  until  his  death  a  few  years  ago. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^^ 

J.  MASON. 
Reuben  G.  Beaslrt,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Agent forpritonertj  London. 

I. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Isaac  Chaonoej 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated 

U.  S.  Sbip  General  Pike, 
Sackett's  Harbor,  Oct.  12, 1813. 
On  the  24th  of  August  last,  I  wrote  to  Com- 
modore Sir  James  L.  xeo,  respecting  the  deten- 
tion of  Thomas  Goldsmith,  late  a  seaman  belong- 
ing  to  the  Julia,  and  detained  by  Connnodore 
Yeo  for  trial  as  a  British  subject.    I  have  this 
day  received  his  answer  to  that  communication; 
copies  of  both  letters  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose. 
I  shall  wait  your  instructions,  as  to  what  fur- 
ther measures  are  to  be  adopted  in  regard  to 
Goldsmith. 
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Great  BriUiin-'NcUuraUzcUiotL 


U.  8.  Ship  Gbnbbal  Pike, 
Sackbtt's  Habbor,  Aug.  24, 1813. 
8ir:  The  fortane  of  war  haviiig  placed  the 
crews  of  the  Growler  and  Julia  (two  small 
lehooners  befoDging  to  my  squadroo)  in  your 
power,  and  haWog  understood  that  Thomas  Uold- 
smitb,  ordinary  seaman,  belonging  to  the  late 
United  States'  schooner  Scourge,  and  captured 
in  the  Julian  has  been  detained  for  trial  by  your 
order,  as  a  British  subject,  I  will  thank  yoa<  to 
inforai  me  upon  what  grounds  Goldsmitb  hat 
been  detained,  and  whether  it  is  your  determina- 
tion to  try  him  in  the  pronnce,  or  send  him  to 
England.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc, 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 
Com.  Sir  Jameb  Lucas  Tbo,  Kt., 
Commanding  H,  B,  M.  naval  farceSj  ^c. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Comoiodore  Sir  James  L.  Yeo 
to  Commodore  Isaac  Channcey,  dated 

On  BOABD  the  WoLPB,  at  EiNOSTONt 

October  11, 1813. 

Sib  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  24th  August  on  my  arrival  at  this  port, 
requesting  I  would  inform  you  upon  what  grounds 
Goldsmith  has  been  detained. 

In  answer  to  which,  I  have  to  acquaint  you 
dttt  the  man  himself  acknowledges  his  being  by 
birth  and  parentage  a  subject  of  Great  Britain  ; 
but  as  to  whether  he  will  be  tried  for  serving  un- 
der the  flag  of  his  country's  foes  in  this  place,  or 
in  England,  I  cannot  inform  you. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  James  Prince,  Eaq^  Ifaishal  of  Massa- 
chnsette,  dated 

Dbcbmbbr  18^  1813. 
Sib  :  I  am  commanded  by  the  President  to  in- 
stmct  yovi  to  place  immediately  in  close  confine- 
ment one  of  the  British  seaoien  in  your  cus- 
tody, captured  on  Lake  Gntario,  to  be  held  as  a 
hostage  to  answer  for  the  proper  treatment  and 


by  order  of  Commodore  Sir  James  Yeo. 

You  will  inform  the  person  so  .designated  of  the 
cause  of  this  measure,  and  make  his  freatment 
the  same  as  that  recommended  to  you  heretofore 
in  similar  cases. 

li. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  Steele,  Esq.,  Depoty 
Marshal  of  Ohio,  to  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners,  dated 

Cbilicotbb,  September  18, 1813. 
I  made  a  return  of  one  prisoner,  who  was  put 
into  my  custody  on  the  9tn  of  May  last,  of  the 
name  of  Thomas  Alexander  Clark,  who  was  taken 
at  the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  the  Lake.  I  was 
instructed  by  Colonel  Campbell  that  he,  the  said 
Clark,  was  to  be  kept  in  close  confinement  as  a 
hostage  for  a  certain  Captain  Knagss  of  Detroit, 
which  has  been  done  in  the  jail  of  the  county ; 
common  jail  fees  are  twenty-five  cents  per  day. 
I  have  furnished  him,  the  necessary  clothing. 


CluBBEO,  October  7, 1813. 

Sir  :  Agreeably  to  my  proposition  of  last  even- 
ing. I  shall  give  you  a  statement  of  facu  which 
is  the  cause  of  my  confinement,  and  then  leave 
it  for  your  honor  to  decide,  viz:  I  was  assistant 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  and  captain  of  a 
militia  company  in  Detroit^  Michigan  Territory, 
and  waa  surrendered  by  General  Hull  at  the  capi- 
tulation of  Detroit,  and  guarantied,  agreeably  to 
a  proclamation  issued  by  General  Brock,  both  in 
person  and  property.  Shortly  after  such  procla- 
mation, the  savages,  who,  to  glut  their  thirst  for 
blood,  nunted  me  day  and  night  for  the  purpose 
of  assassinating  me  iftbey  should  find  me;  finding 
their  search  fruitless,  they  repaired  to  mv  dwell- 
ing, and  robbed  me  of  about  twelve  thousand 
dollars  in  specie  and  effects.  After  this  had 
taken  place,  I  was  advised,  by  persons  of  respect- 
ability living  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  to  leave 
the  country  a  short  time,  until  the  anger  of  the 
savages  should  be  assuaaed,  both  for  my  personal 
safety  and  the  safety  of  my  wife  and  children. 
Agreeably  to  their  advice,  I  obtained  a  permit 
from  Colonel  Proctor  to  depart ;  myself  and  sev- 
eral others  chartered  a  vessel  for  the  purpose,  and 
moved  to  Presque  Isle;  and  after  that  I  pursued 
my  route  to  the  States  to  settle  my  business,  and 
returned  to  Pittsburg,  and  from  there  was  making 
the  best  of  my  way  to  Detroit  to  find  my  family, 
Who  were  daily  exposed  to  the  insults  and  dan- 
gers of  the  Indians,  After  I  left  Pittsburg,  I  ar- 
rived at  the  Miami  rapids.  I  tbere,  unexpect- 
edly, fell  in  with  a  part  of  General  Winchester's 
army,  the  other  part  had  advanced  to  French- 
town.  I  continued  on  from  Miami  rapids  to 
Frenchtown,  where  I  had  a  brother  living,  and 
put  up  with  him,  anxious  to  reach  my  family  be- 
fore the  army  arrived,  lest  the  Indians  might  sus- 
pect I  was  with  it,  and  massacre  my  family  for 
retaliation ;  however,  the  next  day  an  engage^ 
ment  took  place  between  General  Winchester  and 
Colonel  Proctor's  forces,  about  two  miles  from 
where  I  was,  in  which  the  former  had  to  retreat, 
and  passed  by  where  I  was.  The  Indians  finding 
me  at  that  place,  took  me  and  carried  me  to 
Colonel  Proctor,  who  said  I  had  brdcen  my  pa- 
role, and  ordered  me  to  be  immediately  forwaraed 
to  Fort  George,  without  any  examination.  I  re- 
mained a  few  days  at  Fort  George,  where  I  ob- 
tained a  certificate  from  General  Winchester, 
showing  that  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  army ; 
I  was  then  forwarded  to  Montreal,  and  then  ex- 
amined before  the  police,  and  committed  as  a 
prisoner  of  war;  shortly  after  that,  I  had  as- 
surances of  being  sent  home  as  soon  as  the  roads 
would  admit,  but  instead  of  that  I  was  forwarded 
to  this  place,  and  confined  as  a  prisoner  having 
brokeq  lus  parole,  which  I  am  now  ready  to  show, 
by  General  Winchester  and  his  officers,  that  I 
was  no  way  concerned  with  the  movements  of 
General  Winchester's  army,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly. An  investigation  of  this  affair  would  be 
highly  gratifying  to  your  obedient  servant, 

WHITMORE  KNAGGS. 

Colonel  Gabdneb. 
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Qreat  BriUxin^Natumiizatian. 


Eztmct  of  a  lettnr  ^m  CoImiaI  Bardaj  to  the  Cdm- 
miawxy  General  of  Prisoners,  dated 

Harlem,  January  8, 1814. 
I  encloie  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Cap- 
tain Chambers,  of  the  forty-fir^t  regiment,  dated 
Chillcothe,  27th  November,  1813,  and  beg  you 
wiU  be  pleased  to  give  the  necessary  orders  that 
Mr.  Thomas  A.  Clark,  Indian  interpreter,  with 
the  rank  of  a  subaltern  in  the  British  ser?«ce, 
now  a  prisoner  in  the  jail  at  Ohilicoihe,  either 
receiver  the  three  shillings  sterling  per  day,  the 
allowance  for  oncers,  or  is  supplied  with  such 
food  as  comports  with  his  rank  as  an  oflficer. 

Extract  of  a  letter  fW>m  the  Commissary  General  of 
Msoners  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay^  dated 
January  22, 1814. 
Mr.  Thomas  A.  Clark,  whom  you  mention,  is 
confined  at  Cbilicothe  in  retaliation  for  a  Mr. 
Whitmore  Knaggs,  an  American  citizen,  confined 
in  jail  in  €tuebi^,  where  Colonel  Gardner  saw 
him  in  his  jail,  on  common  prisoner's  fare,  on  the 
llkh  October.  Mr.  Knaggs  is  a  man  of  property 
and  respectability ;  he  was  an  inhabitant  of,  and 
captain  of  the  local  militia  at,  Detroit ;  was  in- 
clbdied  in  the  capitulation  of  that  place,  and 
promised  protection  in  person  and  property ;  the 
Indians  were,  howerer,  permitted  to  plunder  his 
house  of  money  and  effects  to  a  lar|;e  amount, 
and  constantly  threatened  to  assassinate  him; 
under  these  circumstances  he  obtained  permis- 
sion from  Qenerai  Proctor  to  go  within  our  lines, 
which  he  did  in  a  vessel,  with  others,  to  Penn- 
syirania,  leaviDg  bis  family.  After  some  months, 
was  returning  to  his  family  at  Detroit,  when  he 
was  seized  by  the  Indians  and  carried  to  General 
Proctor,  who  confined  him  on  suspicion  of  be- 
longing to  General  Winchester's  army,  who  were 
engag^  about  the  time  and  near  the  place  Mr. 
Knaggs  was  met  on  his  way  to  Detroit.  He  was 
first  sent  to  Fort  George,  where  he  obtained  a 
certificate  from  General  Winchester  that  he  was 
in  UQ  way  attached  to  his  army.  Mn  Knagffs  is 
kept  in  the  common  jail,  and,  as  I  understand,  on 
ordinary  prisoner'^  radons.  I  wrote  directly  that 
Mr.  Clark' be  treated  in  the  same  way,  but  that 
his  subsistence  be  abundant  and  of  the  better 
kind,  and  his  situation  shall  be  ameliorated  the 
moment  you  will  inform  me,  f>om  an  atlthentic 
source,  that  Mr.  Knaggs  has  been;  in  other 
words,  it  is  intended  that  he  shall  receive,  in 
ererTthing,  the  treatment  Mr.  Knaggs  receives, 
and  I  shall  be  extremely  glad  that,  on  a  change 
in  this,  I  may  be  enabled  to  make  that  of  Mr. 
Clafk  entirely  comfbrtable. 

L. 

C^itain  Jones  to  the  Hon.  Paul  Hamilton^  Secretary 
of  tha  Navy. 
New  York,  Mwember  24, 1812. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  jou  of  my 
arrivai  here  to-dav  with  the  surviving  ofllcers 
and  crew  of  the  Wasp,  excepting  the  boatswain, 
boatswain's  mate,  eight  mcR}  and  two  boys,  who 
were  detained  as  British  subjects,  and  are  now 
confined  on  board  the  prison  ship  at  Bermuda. 


Mr.  McLeod  has  been  eight  or  ten  years  in 
our  service,  has  a  boatswain^  warrant,  married 
in  Virginia,  and  has  there  a  wife  and  childrea. 
I  do  not  know-  where  those  men  may  have  been 
bom,  but  the  most,  if  not  ail,  hare  protectioaa; 
and,  from  their  having  detained  two  others,  who 
Mr.  Rodgers  and  myself  knew  to  be  native  citi* 
zens,  who  were  afterwards  dismissed  upon  my 
observing  that  I  knew  them  to  be  such,  I  think 
it  probable  that  many  of  the  oihers  are  natiTas 
of  the  United  States.  JACOB  JONB8. 

Hon.  Paul  Hamiltoit. 

Captein  Beiesfiird  to  Admiral  Warren. 
His  Majesty's  Ship  Poictisrs, 

February  15, 1813. 

Sir:  In  reply  td  the  letter  1  had  the  honor  to 
recdive  from  you  yestmrday,  I  have  tho  honor  to^ 
inform  you  thai  the  men  I  thoi^ht  it  my  duty  to 
detain,  until  your  pleasure  was  known,  are,  in 
my  opinion,  british  subjects.  The  boatswain, 
Mr.  McLeod,  told  me  he  was  born  in  Scotland, 
but  that,  having  taken  the  American  oath  of  al- 
legiance, and  b^ing  married  in  Philadelphia,  he 
considered  himself  an  American  subject;  the' 
other  men«  in  my  opinion,  are  English,  Scotch, 
or  Irish.  I  told  the  officers  of  the  Wasp  my  sus- 
picions, and  that,  consequently,  it  was  my  inten- 
tion to  detain  them,  but  that,  if  the  captain  or 
any  ol^er  officer  could  identify  any  of  them  as- 
Americans,  I  would  instantly  send  them  on  bo«rd 
the  cartel  that  wrs  then  going  to  New  York 
with  the  offioera  and  crew  of  the  Wasp. 

This  they  were  unable  to  do,  and  I)  therefore, 
sent  them  on  board  the  Ruby  to  await  your  plea- 
sure, being  perltetly  convinced,  within  my  own 
breast,  that  they  were  British  subjects,  althouch 
i  am  certainly  without  documents  to  prove  the 
fact.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

J.  P.  BERESFORD. 

Sir  J.  B.  Warrrn,  K.  B.  A^rmral^  fc. 

Captain  Jonee  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy; 
MACCDOinAif,  Nfiw  London, 
September  15, 1813. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  is  from  one  of  the  twelve 
of  the  crew  of  the  Wasp,  who  were  detained^ 
after  her  capture  by  Captain  Beresford  on  the 
supposition  of  their  being  British  subjects. 

The  case  of  Mr.  McLeod,  the  boatswain^  is 
peottliarly  hard.  He  was  in  the  sarvice  danagi 
the  war  with  Tripoli,  and  has  continoed  so  aver 
since  i  he  has  been  for  several  years  oMrried  to 
a  dieoreet  woman  in  Virginia,  the  daughter  of  a 
person  living  about  nine  miles  from  Norfolk, 
and  has,  or  had  when  he  left  home,  two  or  three 
children. 

The  persons  detained  were  Mr.  McLeod,  boat- 
swain, the  writer  of  the  enclosed,  alias  John 
Goldthwait.  J.  Stevens,  boatswain's  mate,  Georgo^ 
M.  D.  React,  Thomas  PhillipSjJohn  Rose^a  botr, 
Dennis  Dougherty,  marine,  William  MiteheU, 
Peter  Barrow,  and  John  Brooks,  boy. 

Respectfully,  yours,  J.  JOIfBS. 

Hon.  William  Jonrs. 
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€freat  Britain^  NtxtUfrOizaiwn, 


[flndoted  in  the  preceding.] 
Mr.  Goulthrite  to  Captain  Joneii. 

Melville  Prison,  Halifax, 
August  16, 1813. 
Sia:  W€  take  the  liberty  of  writing  to  you  to 
ioform  y«u  that,  on  the  18th  of  Jane,  we  were 
sent  oat  of  the  Gtoree  prison  ship^  at  Bermada, 
oi  board  the  Dragon  74  for  Halifax,  where  we 
afdf  ed  aAer  a  favorable  pawi^e  of  ten  days,  and- 
we  nre  aorry  to  inform  yon  that  we  are  algiost 
naked  for  want  of  clothes^  having  nothing  ex- 
cept one  shirt  and  trowsers,  aad  as  there  la  no 
more  piospcet  of  getting  clear  than  there  was 
when  we  were  first  taken  prisoners,  we  humbly 
eaureal  you  that  you  will  send  us  some  relief,  as 
we  hnve  applied  several  times  to  Mr.  Mitchell 
for  some  clothes,  and  we  cannot  ^et  any;  so^ 
without  you  relieve  us,  we  shall  perish  for  want 
of  clothes  here  in  Winter,  as  it  is  very  severe. 

We  remain  your  most  obedient  and  humble 
servants, 

J.  GOULTHRITE,  and  oth$rB. 
Captain  Joneb^ 

U.  S,fngaU  Madedonian, 
P.  S.^  We  are  sorry  to  inform  you  that  three 
died  at  Bermuda^  viz:  Peter  Barrow,  John  BU>se, 
and  John  Stephens. 

Sxtiact  of  a  leUsr  IVom  the  Oommissarj  Geneesl  of 

Piisonera  to  Cdeael  Thomas  Barolay>  dated 

November  23, 1813. 

But.  sir.  ttiese  are  not  the  only  cases  in  which 

it  ia  plainly  shown  how  the  conduct  of  your  of- 

IKeera  in- seising  and  separating  our  captured  men 

fVom  the  ordinarv  state  of  prisoners,  and  sub* 

1'ectiag  them  to  long  and  painful  confinement, 
las  stood  self-condemned  on  their  own  assumed 
ground.  I  will  instance,  among  many  that  might 
be  oited,  the  cases  of  five^  at  least,  of  the  six  men 
of  the  crew  of  the  Nautilus,  the  six  men  of  the 
crew  of  the  privateer  Sarah  Ann,  thus  taken, 
long  held,  and  finally  discharged :  and  the  twelve 
men  of  the  crew  of  the  Wasp,  taken  and  held  in 
like  manner,  three  of  whom  nave  fallen  a  sacri* 
fice  to,  and  during,  severe  confinement,  and  the 
remaining  nine,  as  you  have  informed  me,  are  at 
length  restored  to  toe  ordinary  state  of  prisoners 
in  Halifax  for  exchange.  In  this  last  instance,  I 
refer  you,  sir,  to  the  letter  from  Commodore  Ber- 
esford  to  Admiral  Warren,  of  which  I  furnished 
you  a  copy,  and  in  which  he  states  explicitly 
that  he  had  designated  and  detained  them  merely 
on  suspicion,  and  because  our  officers  could  not, 
of  their  own  knowledge^  declare  that  they  were 
native  born  Americans. 


;  of  a  leltei  ftem  Coleael  Thomas  Banlay  to 
the  Oommissaij  Genefal  of  Prisoners,  dated 

SfiPTEifBSR  7;  1813. 
Hk  Majesty's  schooner  Dominica,  lately  cap* 
tured  hy  an  American  privateer  after  a  sangui- 
nary conflict,  has  been  carried  into  Charleston, 
Soath  Carolina.  At  the  time  the  letter  to  me 
aiHRKiiieing  her  arrival  was  written,  the  marshal 


had  not  admitted  the  officers,  midshipmen,  and 
master's  mates,  &c.,  to  their  parole.  I  am  also 
informed  there  are  some  masters  of  British  armed 
vessels  detained  on  board  the  prison-ship  to  whom 
the  indulgence  of  parole  has  been  refused. 

Whether  this  is  correct  I  do  not  take  npon  me 
to  say  ;  but  yon  will  do  me  a  favor  by  ordering 
the  marshal  at  Charleston  to  extend  the  indul- 
genee  of  paroles  to  such  characters  as  you  think 
proper,  and  acquaint  me  with  the  extent  to 
which  yon  limit  them. 

I  beg  leave,  also,  to  request  vou  will  send  the 
necessary  orders  to  the  marshal  to  furnish  the 
British  prisoners  with  comfortable  bedding,  and 
the  necessary  utensils  fbr  cooking,  ^..  as  the 
men  of  the  Dominica  were  stripped  or  every- 
thing by  the  crew  of  the  American  privateer, 
who,  in  every  other  instance,  I  am  informed, 
behaved  with  a  barbarity  not  practised  by  civil- 
ized nations.  I  do  not  mention  this  to  you  br 
way  of  complaint,  because  my  Government  will 
take  the  necessary  measures,  if  the  information 
is  correct,  but  to  afford  the  American  Qoymvf 
ment  an  opportunity  of  investiffating  the  facts, 
and  correcting  future  acts  of  barbarity  which 
dishonor  human  nature.  Thecrew  of  the  Amer- 
ican privateer,  it  is  said,  were  principally  blacks 
and  men  of  color. 


Extract  of  a  letter  ftom  the  Oeiaialssary  Geneial  of 
Prisootts  to  Oelonel  Thomas  Barely,  dated 
OOTOBER  5, 1813. 

I  have  written  to  the  Marshal  of  South  Caro- 
lina on  the  subject  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  of 
September,  and  can  assure  you  that  everything 
shall  be  done  there  that  is  requisite  to  make  your 
prisoners  comfortable.  As  to  paroles  at  that 
depot,  I  have  no  partieukr  information ;  I  have 
required  it,  and  it  shall  be,  when  received,  com* 
municated.  The  practice  has  been,  heretofore, 
to  parole  all  midshipmen  and  commissioned  of- 
ficers of  men  of  war,  and  all  roaster's  mates  and 
lieutenants  of  private  armed  ships  and  merchant- 
men, which  I  am  entirelv  disposed  to  continue,  if 
the  practice  on  your  side  will  permit  me  to  do 
so.  I  understand  that  your  Government  parolee 
neither  mates  nor  lieutenants,  or  at  most  not 
lower  than  the  first  mate,  and  no  master  of  a  pri- 
vateer under  fourteen  guns.  I  request  early  in- 
formation from  you  on  this  subject,  to  enable  me 
to  determine  on  the  course  proper  to  be  taken 
here. 

You  state  that  you  are  informed  that  the  men 
of  the  late  British  schooner  Dominica  were 
stripped  of  everything  by  the  crew  of  the  cap- 
turing American  privateer,  and,  in  every  instance, 
treated  with  a  barbarity  not  practised  by  civi- 
lized nations,  and  which  dishonor  human  nature. 
I  regret  to  hear  that  any  of  our  masters  of  pri- 
vateers, who  have  heretofore  been  as  remarkable 
for  their  generosity  and  kindness  to  prisoners 
when  subdued,  as  tney  have  been  for  their  skill 
and  bravery  in  battle,  should  be  accused  of  such 
unpardonable  acts.  The  facts  shall  be  inquired 
into,  and,  if  they  exist,  as  you  suppose  they  do, 
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Joa  mmy  be  awored  thef  will  noc  past  uonoiioed 
7  a  Qorernment  wboee  constant  effort  has  been 
to  invite  by  example,  its  enemy  to  condact  the 
war  in  all  its  branches  in  the  mos*t  humane  i>os- 
sible  manner.  Without,  at  this  time,  assenting 
to  or  denying;  the  facts  you  suppose  to  exist,  1 
will  remind  you  that  it  is  said  to  be  difficult  to 
restrain  the  conquering  crew,  on  a  vessel  carried 
by  boarding,  from  aets  of  cruelty  and  of  pillage ; 
and  I  trust  the  same  laudable  spirit  which  has 
excited  your  f]^elings  on  this  occasion  will  cause 
you  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  crew  of 
your  fri^te  Shannon,  (when  the  Chesapeake 
was  carried  in  that  way,)  and,  above  all,  will 
have  induced  you  to  have  become  possessed  of, 
and  to  have  reported  to  the  proper  authorities, 
the  facts  attending  the  Anglo-Indian  warfare  on 
the  Canada  lines;  since,  surely,  if  any  excesses 
in  this  life  can  be  most  properly  termed  ^  barbar- 
ities which  dishonor  human  nature,''  they  must 
be  those  exhibited  on  the  la(e  occasions  on  the 
river  Raisin,  Brownstown,  and  elsewhere,  when 
the  Indians,  in  British  pay,  fighting  by  the  side 
of  British  troops,  and  afterwards  thanked  in  gen- 
eral orders  by  British  officers,  were  permitted  to 
murder  by  piecemeal,  to  hack,  to  mangle,  and  to 
torture  unto  slow  death,  and  to  burn  alive,  Amer- 
ican citizens,  their  prisoners;  and,  as  if  to  fill 
the  measure  of  savage  enormity,  to  expose  the 
bodies  of  these  wretched  sufferers  to  be  devoured 
on  the  surface  by  every  passing  vermin. 
These  things,  sir,  have  been  repeatedly  done  in 

Sie  face  of  the  world,  and  are  not  to  be  contra- 
icted.  It  is  to  be  hbped  that  you  will  afford  the 
British  Government  an  opportunity  jof  investi- 
gating the  facts,  and  of  correcting  acu,  to  the 
description  of  which,,  in  adequate  terms,  no  lan- 
guage used  by  civilized  man  is  equal. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Morton  A.  Waring,  Esq.,  Marshal  of 
South  Oarolinay  dated 

OCTOBEB  5, 1813. 
I  send  extracts  of  a  late  letter  from  Colonel 
Barclav,  and  of  my  reply.  Respecting  paroles 
you  will  give  me  early  information,  and  1  request 
that  you  will  make  particular  inquiry  as  to  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Decatur 
on  the  charge  brought  against  them,  from  such 
sources  as  can  be  depended  on,  and  give  me  the 
most  authentic  information  you  can  obtain,  as 
also  a  lisc  of  the  crew  when  she  returned  into 
port,  also  descriptive  of  the  persons  composing 
It,  which  may  be  readily  had  of  the  collector. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Morton  A.  Waring»  Marshal 
of  South  Carolina^  to  the  Commissary  General  of 
Prisoners,  dated 

October  16, 1813. 
I  hasten  to  reply,  partially,  to  your  letter  of  the 
5th  instant,  which  nas  this  moment  come  to  hand, 
accompanied  by  extracts,  dtc.,  therein  referred  to. 
Respectinff  paroles,  they  have  never  been,  in  any 
instance,  denied  to  characters  who  were  deemed 


worthy  of  them.  I  confess,  in  eoneeqaenee  of 
several  breaches  of  paroles  by  captains  of  mer- 
chantmen, I  felt,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Decatur, 
some  hesitation  in  granting  Captain  StneUir, 
master  of  a  merchantman,  a  parole;  but,  as  sooa 
as  I  could  receive  the  pledge  of  the  British  sub- 
agent  here  for  his  good  conduct,  I  granted  hie 
parole.  I  have  since  paroled  Captain  Sinelairto 
Liverpool  on  the  conditions  prescribed  bj  the 
carteL  The  midshipmen  taken  in  the  Domiaka 
were  paroled  as  soon  as  possible  after  their  arri- 
val here.  Those  officers  who  came  under  tlie 
character  of  non-combatants  were  inmediatdy 
released.  Without  orders  from  your  Department 
I  shall  not,  on  any  occasion,  parole  officers  below 
the  grade  of  captain?  of  merchantmen,  and  shall 
be  very  circumspect  towards  them.  Therefore^ 
sir,  all  that  eztraet  of  Colonel  Barclay's  letter  to 
you,  which  speaks  of  the  refusal  of  paroles,  is  not 
founded  on  faet. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Morton  A  Waring,  Marshal 

of  Sondi  Carolina,  to  the  Commissary  General  of 

Prisoners,  dated 

CcTOBSR  36, 1813. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Tidyman,  a  gentleman  of  re- 
spectable professional  standing,  who  volunteered 
his  services  to  the  wounded  on  their  arrivjal  here, 
is  enclosed. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  procure  any  certain 
information  as  to  the  characters  of  the  persons 
who  composed  the  crew  of  the  Decatur;  as  near 
as  I  can  come  to  the  fact,  she  had  about  three- 
fourths  white  men  on  board. 

Tha^e  officers  who  were  heard  to  speak  of  the 
treatment  which  they  received  from  the  priva- 
teersmen,  after  their  surrender,  having  gone 
from  this  place,  I  have  been  obliged  to  resort  to 
the  certificate  of  such  gentlemen  as  questioned 
them  ou  this  pointy  which  certificate  1  have  for-' 
warded  to  you. 

Chableston,  October  8, 1813. 
Deab  Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request, 
I  hasten  with  cheerfuloess  to  state  to  you  my 
opinion  of  your  conduct  towards  the  British  pris- 
oners of  war  captured  in  the  Dominica  by  the 
Decatur ;  and  it  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  I  cau 
candidly  say  tliat^  during  the  short  time  I  attend- 
ed the  wounded,  in  company  with  Dr.  Waring,  I 
heard  the  prisoners  express  the  most  perfect  sat- 
isfaction and  gratitude  at  the  humane  treatment 
they  received  from  yourself,  and  also  from  Cap- 
tain Pratt,  acting  under  your  instructions;  and  I 
must  confess  that,  in  every  part  of  Europe  which 
I  have  visited,  I  never  saw  better  treatment  shown 
towards  prisoners  of  war  than  is  now  experienced 
bv  the  critish  prisoners  on  board  of  the  prison- 
snip  under  the  immediate  command  of  Captain 
Pratt.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  their  diet 
is  not  only  wholesome,  but  verv  liberal.  I  have 
no  hesitation  further  to  state  tnat  the  officers  of 
the  Dominica,  with  Captain  Sinclair  of  the  Brit- 
ish merchant  ship  London  Trader,  did  receive 
their  paroles  within  a  very  few  days  after  the  ar- 
rival of  the  respective  vessels  in  our  iiarbor.  * 
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Yonr  coodwet  has  beeo,  to/the  best  of  my  obfter- 
TitioD,  80ch  fts  to  entitie  you  to  the  good  opinion 
of  yoor  fellow-citizens.  Yoa  haye  acted  m  the 
strict  line  of  your  duty,  and,  consequently,  mast 
merit  the  approbation  of  yoar  Gtorernment.  I 
am  extremely  sorry  to  find  that  yon  have  been 
oniostly  chained  with  denying  paroles  to  British 
omcers,  and  Iteeping  tbem  in  confinemei^t  on 
board  of  the  prison-ship.  The  character  of  an 
informer  is  always  obnoxtoas ;  but  when  he  de- 
sceads  to  falsehoods,  he  then  indeed  ought  to  be 
treated  as  an  outcast  of  society.  With  respect  to 
your  inquiry  relative  to  what  I  know  of  the  treat- 
ment which  the  British  prisoners  sustained  on 
board  of  the  Dominica  and  Decatur,  I  must  beg 
leaTC  to  inform  you  that,  as  my  only  object  in 
seeing  those  unfortunate  men  was  xo  discharge 
the  duties  of  my  profession  towards  them,  I  con- 
sidered it,  therefore,  indelicate  to  submit  ques- 
tions which  miffht  unnecessarily  give  rise  to  any 
unpleasant  feendgs  or  conversation  on  a  subject 
that  was  foreign  to  my  purpose,  and  which  I  felt 
myself  unauthorized  to  seek  into.  When  they 
were  delivered  to  Captain  Pratt  they  aU  appeared 
to  be  well  clothed,  and  many  brought  with  them 
their  baggage.  With  respect  to  myself,  I  have 
done  no  more  than  was  consistent  with  the  duty 
of  a  Christian,  and  it  is  one  I  shall  always  feel 
gratified  in  discharging  towards  prisoners  of  any. 
nation. 
With  sentiments  of  respect,  Ac. 

PHILIP  TIDYMAN. 

MORTOH  A.  WlBINO,  Esq. 

MarshcUf  CharUtUm, 

Cbarliston,  October  2^  1813. 
We  hereby  certify  that,  on  the  day  subsequent 
to  the  arrival  of  the  American  private  armed 
schooner  Decatur,  Captain  Dominique  d^ron, 
with  her  prize,  the  British  armed  schooner  Dih 
minica,  into  this  port,  we.  the  undersigned,  went 
on  board  the  latter  vessel,  in  company  with  sev- 
eral gentlemen,  among  others  the  honorable  John 
Drayton,  Judge  of  the  Admiralty ;  and  during  our 
stay  en  board  the  said  vessel  we  conversed  with 
some  of  the  prisoners,  by  whom  we  were  expli* 
eitiy  informed  that  they  had  been  treated  by  the 
captors  ^like  brothers.''  It  was  remarked  by 
tbem  that  there  was  considerable  carnage  and 
bloodshed,  naturally  consequent  to  the  confusion 
of  boarding,  but  after  possession  of  the  prize  had 
been  taken  by  the  captors,  every  kindness  was 
afforded. 

JAMBS  JBWBY, 
JOHN  PRATT, 
J.  B.  WHITE. 


Oftioi  Comm'rt  Qcn'l  or  Prisohbbs, 

Wa$kingt<m,  August  27, 18ia 
Bib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  copies 
of  the  following  letters  f^om  Dr.  Samuel  Mc- 
Keehan,  surgeon's  mate,  second  regiment  of  the 
Ohio  militia,  to  Major  General  Dearborn,  of  the 
%Mk  of  May  last ;  two  from  the  same  person,  one 


of  the  6th  of  May  and  one  of  the  9lh  of  May,  to 

JLileutenant  Dudley;  and  one  of  the  12th  of  May, 
from  Qeorffe  H.  Rodgers.  of  the  United  States' 
Army,  to  Lieutenant  Dudley. 

You  will  perceive  from  the  statement  of  Dr. 
McKeehan,  if  it  is  correct  and,  from  the  respecta- 
bility of  his  character,  there  is  too  much  reason 
to  believe  it,  that  outrages  have  been  committed 
on  his  person,  not  to  be  justified.  I  do  not,  how- 
ever,  in  requiring  an  explanation,  rest  this  matter 
on  the  statement  of  the  suffering  person  only: 
Lieutenant  Dudley,  of  the  United  States'  Navy, 
was  at  Montreal'during  his  confinement,  bs  you 
will  rf  mark  by  the  letters  addressed  to  him.  That 
gentlemao  furnished  me  himself  with  the  origi- 
nals of  the  two  letters  addressed  to  him  bv  Dr. 
McKeehan,  and  of  that  from  George  H.  Roogers, 
and  confirmed  all  that  is  stated  by  the  Doctor  to 
have  happened,  after  his  (the  Lieutenant's)  ar- 
rival at  Montreal,  and  assured  me  that  the  Doc- 
tor's treatment,  previous  to  that  time,  was  spoken 
of  in  Canada  as  a  matter  of  notoriety,  to  be  such 
as  he  has  represented  it. 

I  request,  sir,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  in- 
quire into  the  facts,  and  the  causes  alleged  for 
treatment  so  inhuman  to  a  man  sent  by  the  proper 
authority,  under  the  sacred  protection  of  a  nas 
of  truce,  to  administer  kindly  oflSces  and  medicu 
aid  to  our  wounded  prisoners,  and  also  into  the 
facts  of  the  severe  confinement  and  cruel  usage 
alleged  to  have  been  used  towards  the  fourteen 
American  prisoners  at  Montreal,  named  by  Dr. 
McKeehan. 

I  shall  refrain,  sir,  from  pointing  out  what  may 
be  thought  the  proper  atonement  to  be  made  on 
the  cases  described,  until  your  explanation  is 
received.    I  have  the  honor- to  be,  dbc. 

J.  MASON. 

Col.  Thos.  BabcLay,  dbc. 

MoiiTBBAL  PBtBON,  May  6, 1813. 

Sib:  I  am  an  unfortunate  American  who  was 
taken  by  the  Indians  on  my  way  to  Maiden,  with 
a  flag  of  truce  from  General  Harrison,  on  the 
nijght  of  the  3lst  of  January,  and  after  a  variety 
or  indignities,  too  tedious  to  mention.  I  was 
brought  here  and  put  into  the  dungeon  for  thirty- 
three  days,  and  have  been  up  ou  the  centre  floQi: 
a  week.  I  wish  to  see  you,  if  possible,  and  have 
your  advice,  dbc.    In  haste,  yours,  dbc. 

SAMUEL  McKBBHAN, 
Surgeon^s  MaU^  Ohio  Militia. 

Lieutenant  Dodlby. 

MOHTBBAL  Pbibon,  Mof  9, 1813. 
Sib  :  Yesterday  Sir  George's  aid  came  and  in- 
formed me  that  the  nature  of  my  confinement 
had  been  contrary  to  .his  orders,  and  Colonel 
Lethbridffe  was  required  to  restore  ray  liberty.  I 
was  also  informed  that  you  and  myself  would 

grobably,  in  a  few  days,  be  sent  to  the  United 
Itat^s.  Colonel  Lethbridge  told  me  he  would 
send  for  me  at  three  o'clock  and  take  my  parole. 
In  less  than  an  hour  Major  Shackleton  called, 
and  said  the  Governor,  after  more  mature  consid- 
eration, had  concluded  he  could  not  let  me  have 
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my  iikerty  «Btil  he  would  h«ar  from  GeDerai 
Proctor. 

Two  or  three  days  after  my  imprisomneat,  Ma- 
jor Shacktetoa  tola  me  that  General  Proctor  had 
promised,  with  the  next  despatches,  to  send  on 
all  the  papers  relating  to  my  case,  and  that  then 
I  would  have  a  hearing. 

So  you  may  see  punishment  by  torture  is  not 
yet  abolislied.  If  they  had  drove  adagser  through 
my  heart  my  punishment  would  have  been  much 
less,  and  their  jsompassion  much  greater. 
Yours,  dx. 

SAMUEL  McKfiBHAN. 

Major  Shaekleton  also  told  me  that  Colonel 
Baynes  was  unatrthorized  to  tell  me  what  he  did. 

S.  McK. 

Lieutenant  Dudlbt. 

Montreal  Jail,  A^  12, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  am  requested  by  Dr.  McKeehan  to  in- 
form you  of  his  present  unpleasant  situation.  He 
is  at  this  time  so  unwell  as  to  be  confined  to  his 
bed,  and  has  no  chance  of  getting  anything  to 
maice  him  comforuble.  No  person  attends  here 
to  examine  our  situation,  neither  have  we  a 
chance  to  s^nd  out  after  any  necessaries  that  we 
want. 

I  am  confident  the  Doctor's  case  requires  some 
yeryspeedjr  aid.  particularly  as  it  respects  his 
confined  situation,  lodging,  &c. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

QBORGB  H.  RODGBRS, 

United  Statet^  Army, 

Lieutenant  Dudley. 

Niagara  Coffee  HpusE, 

May  24, 1813. 

Sir:  Without  introduction  or  apology.  1  beg 
leave  to  state  to  yourBxcellency  that,  op  the  Slst 
of  January  last,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Harri- 
son to  proceed  to  the  river  Raisin  with  a  flag  of 
truce.  I  was  requited  in  my  instructions,  if  i 
met  no  British  officer  at  that  place,  to  proceed  to 
Maiden,  if  too  great  danger  did  not  appear  from 
the  savages.  The  same  evening,  thirty-three 
miles  from  the  river  Raisin,  the  Indians  fired 
upon  us  and  killed  Mr.  Lament,  one  of  my  attend- 
ants, wounded  mvself  in  the  foot,  then  conveyed 
me  to  Captain  Bliiott,  who  took  me  to  the  river 
Raisin,  and  from  thence  sent  me  to  Greneral  Proc- 
tor at  headquarters  in  Sandwich,  who  swore,  by 
Gk>d,  that  the  flag  and  papers  which  I  gave  nim 
were  only  a  pretence  to  cover  a  dishonorable  ser- 
vice. I  rebutted  his  insintlations  as  moderately 
as  my  indignant  feelings  would  permit.  General 
Proctor  made  several  observations  on  General 
Harrison's  ability  as  a  commander;  said  he  was 
used  to  fight  Indians,  but  not  Briiish  troops,  dbo. 
He  kept  my  instructions ;  did  not  even  inform 
the  senior  officer,  Bnsign  Baker,  of  the  American 
prisoners,  that  he  had  a  letter  for  him.  I  was 
ordered  to  a  tavern,  under  the  care  of  a  French 
sergeant.  I  waited  until  the  4th  of  February 
before  I  wrote  to  General  Proctor,  demanding  in 
what  character  I  was  considered,  how  long  I 
would  be  detained,  and  the  cause  of  my  de- 
tention. 


The  next  day  the  General's  Aid  UlbfBaed  m» 
I  was  recognised  as  surgepa's  mate,  and  would 
attend  with  Dr.  Brown  on  the  American  wo«n4- 
ed  prisoners*  On  the  13th  I  received  a  letter  from 
General  Proctor,  in  answer  to  one  I  had  written 
to  him  on  the  day  before,  of  which  the  fbllowiaf 
is  a  copy :  > 

Sandwioh,  i^rtiory  12, 1818. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  11th  in- 
stant, I  am  directed  by  Colonel  Proctor,  com- 
manding, to  observe  that  you  were  sent  in  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  on  the  sick  and  wounded  of 
General  Winchester's  army,  for  which  purpose 
you  are  now  detained,  and  beg  leave  ftlrther  to 
observe  that,  in  the  execution  of  your  doty,  you 
will  render  a  most  important  service  to  your 
country.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

A.  W.  McLEAN,  4.  D.  C. 

I  continued  to  attend  the  wounded  until  the 
2d  of  March,  when  A.  D.  C.  McLean  informed 
me  that!  was,  accused  of  carrying  on  a  private 
correspondence,  and  that  he  was  ordered  to  take 
me  into  custody,  and  secure  my  papecs^  which 
was  accordingly  done  in  the  most  uncivil  man* 
ner.  On  the  7th  of  March  L  was  taken  by  a 
guard  to  Fort  George,  without  trial  or  hearing, 
although  I  had  written  to  General  Proctor  re- 
peatedly, requesting  an  investigatiodiLto  which  I 
received  no  answer  of  any  kind.  Froni  Fort 
George  I  was  sent  to  Montreal,  and  hurried  on, 
night  and  day,  although  thinly  clothed,  having 
been  robbed  and  stripped  by  the  Indians,  and  the 
weather  very  cold.  On  my  arrival  at  Montreal, 
I  was,  without  being  asked  any  questions,  or  per- 
mitted to  ask  any  myself,  put  into  a  dungeon 
eight  or  ten  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
in  dark  and  solitary  confinement  and  there 
kept  thirty-three  days,  after  which  I  was  put  up 
with  the  American  prisoners.  A  few  days  after 
my  elevation.  Lieutenant  Dudley  became  ae- 
quainted  with  my  situation,  and  made  sueh  rep- 
resentations to  Governor  Pirevost  as  tndnoed  his 
Bxcelleqcy  to  send  his  Aid,  Colonel  Baynea,  who 
said  he  was  directed  by  the  Governor  to  inform 
me  that  the  outn^e  which  had  ,been  eoauaitted 
on  my  nersoa  was  contrary  to  his  orders,  and 
told  Colonel  Lethbrid^e  to  take  my  parole  and 
liberate  me  immediately.  The  Colonel,  net  bar- 
ing materials  for  writing  at  hand,  said  he  would 
send  for  me  at  three  o'elock.  In  -less  than  ma 
hour  the  Town  Major  came,  and  informed  me 
that  the  Grovernor,  on  more  mature consideratkm, 
thought  he  could  not  liberate  me  until  hefot 
despatches  from  General  Proctor.  On  the  17th 
of  May,  eight  or  ten  days  after,  I  was  taken  from 

{prison,  aod^  in  company  with  Lieutenant  Dad- 
ey,  sent  to  the  United  States.  I  may  here  ob- 
serve that  the  apartment  in  which  I  was  confined 
did  not  oontdn  either  chair,  bench,  or  stool,  or 
bedding,  whatever,  for  the  space  of  two  weeks. 
Fresh  beef  was  furnished,  but  no  salt.  I  was 
denied  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  treated  uniformly 
with  the  utmost  contempt  by  the  sergeant,  whom 
I  had  the  honor  of  seeing  once  every  dav  for  a 
few  minutes.    By  the  request  of  fourth  Ameri* 
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otn  prjsoaers,  now  in  Montreal  jnii,  whose  names 
are  aereanto  annexed,  I  bes  leave  to  state  to  yoor 
BziDellency  that  they  are  Kept  in  eiof e  confine- 
ment, sometimes  half  a  day  without  water,  and 
frequently  two  or  three  days  without  wood  to 
eook  with ;  and  when  they  complained,  the  jail- 
er's curses  were  freely  lavished  upon  them.  They 
have  not  the  privilege  of  procuring  some  little 
necessaries,  which  the  benevolence  of  some  hu- 
mane persons  enabled  them  to  do,  by  giving  them 
a  little  money.  Sir  George  Prevost  has  told  them 
that  their  confinement  is  owing  to  the  bad  faith 
of  their  own  Government,  d^c. 

I  would  have  stated  to  your  Bzcellency  the 
knowledge  I  had,  through  a  report  of  others,  of 
the  outrages  and  cruelties  exercised  on  the  Amer- 
ican prisoners  taken  at  G^eral  Winchester's  de- 
feat, bat  must  refer  your  £;tcellenoy  to  Mr.  Ru- 
land,  who  had  a  command  in  the  Michigan  mili- 
tia last  Summer,  and  who  was,  after  having  been 
dtepossessed  of  all  his  property,  sent  to  Fort 
George  with  me  ;  who.  no  doubt,  had  many  on- 
portanities  of  hearing  such  things  triumphantly 
apdEen  of  among  British  officers  and  sulioects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's  most 
humble  and  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  MoKEEHAN, 
Sitrgeon*9  Mate  2d  reg't  OhiomUUia. 

Mmjot  Gen.  DEAanoaN. 

List  of  permmi  in  ih&  3hnireal  jail. — Georoe 
H.  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Army,  William  HoUeabadr, 
Seth  Barns,  Gbtns  Hooker,  Philaster  Jones,  Dan- 
ay  Jones,  Jared  Witherall,  Major  Watsoa,Alex- 
aoder  McGregor,  Lewis  Minor.  John  Campbell, 
Zebina  Koakey,  Pliny  Konxey,  and  David 
Johnson. 


Colonel  Thomas  Barclay  to  General  Mason. 
Hablbm,  Augmt  30, 1813. 

8fa:  In  reply  to  my  letter  of  the  27th  current, 
respecting  Mr.  Samuel  McKeehan,  Surgeon's 
Mate  in  the  Ohio  militia,  and  fourteen  American 
prisoners  at  Montreal,  ipentioned  by  him,  I  beg 
leave  to  assure  you  that  no  exertions  on  mjr  part 
shall  be  omitted  to  obtain  an  early  and  satisfac- 
tory elucidation  of  the  treatment  stated  to  have 
beciii  received  by  Mr*  McKeehan,  aad  which  he 
represeata  the  fourteen  etJierprisooaraat  Mentreal 
experienced.  By  the  next  post  I  shall  take  the 
liberty  to  transmit  to  you  a  despatch  to  his  Ex- 
eelleacy  Sir  George  Prevost  on  the  subject,  with 
copies  of  your  letter,  and  the  documents  enclosed 
therewith,  which  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to 
bare  forwarded  to  Canada  by  a  flag  of  truce. 

I  confidently  hope  a  satisfactory  explanation 
will  be  returned :  whatever  else  may  be  consid- 
ered as  exceptionable  traits  fn  the  characters  of 
the  individuals  composing  the  nation  to  which  I 
belong,  inhumanitv  towards  prisoners  has,  I  sus- 
pect, never  before  been  attributed. 

I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  dSpc. 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Ma»on. 


General  Mason  to  Colonel  Thomaa  Barclay. 
Harlem,  Augwt  17, 1813. 

Sir  :  The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Moore,  sub-agent  for  British  prisoners  at  Sche- 
nectady, from  Joseph  Edwards  and  Doctor  I. 
IV^uirhead,  two  of  His  Majesty's  justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  district  of  Niagara,  who,  it  appears, 
were  paroled  on  or  before  the  14lh  of  June  last, 
by  the  American  General  commanding  at  Fort 
George,  but  have  since  been  made  prisoners,  and 
marched  to  Albany,  without  having  (as  they 
state)  committed  any  offence,  and  no  cause  as- 
signed for  this  treatment. 

If  their  statement  is  correct,  which,  from  the 
respectability  of  their  characters,  is  most  proba- 
ble, the  treatment  they  have  received  is  a  gross 
violation  of  the  cartel  of  the  12th  of  May. 

I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  immedi- 
ate n^easures  to  ascertain  the  facts,  and  if  the 
merits  turn  out,  as  1  hope  thev  will,  in  favor  of 
these  gentlemen,  that  you  will  order  them  to  be 
released,  reimburse  their  expenses  from  Niagara 
to  Albany,  pay  three  shillings  sterling  per  day  for  ^ 
subsistence  while  in  Albany,  (to  which  their  rank ' 
entitles  them,)  the  necessary  allowance  for  their 
expenses  back  to  Niagara,  and  furnish  them  with 
passports  to  return  thither. 

But  should  the  result  of  your  inquiries  prove 
that  these  gentlemen  have  acted  improperly  or 
imprudentlv,  I  request  you  will  possess  me  with 
ihe  particulars.    1  have  the  honor  to  be,  die. 
THOMAS  BARCLAY. 

General  Jobn  Mason,  dbc. 


General  Mason  to  Colonel  Barclay. 
Office  Comm'rt  Gen'l  of  Prisonbrs, 
WABBiNOTOir.  Augwt  S3, 1813. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  17th  in- 
stant, and  have  written  this  dar  to  the  deputy 
marsnal  at  Pittsfield,  to  make  the  necessary  in- 
quiries there,  and  at  Albany,  as  to  the  case  of 
Joseph  Edwards  and  I.  Mulrhead,  whose  own 
account  of  their  treatment  vou  have  transmitted. 
I  can  only  assure  you,  sir,  tnat  if  anything  incor- 
rect ha>  been  done  towards  these  persons,  an  im- 
mediate and  proper  course  shall  be  taken  ;  at  any 
rate,  you  shall  be  informed  of  the  result  of  my 
inquiries. 

In  the  meantime  I  shall  refrain  from  entering 
into  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  tlie  case  as  sup- 
posed by  you.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4^. 

J.  MASON. 
Col.  Thomas  Barclay,  dbe. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissarv  General  of 
Prisoners  to  Colonel  Robert  Gardner,  United  States* 
agent  for  prisoners  near  Qnebec 

October  23, 1813. 
Information  has  been  received  at  this  office, 
that  Doctor  William  McDowell  Scott,  late  Mar- 
shal of  the  United  States  at  Detroit,  seized  by 
the  British  officer  commanding  at  that  place,  du- 
ring last  Sununer,  and  sent  to  Ctuebec,  was,  and 
is  still,  closely  confined  there ;  and  that  Doctor 
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Jimes  W.  Wood,  of  Plattsbarg,  Champlaio^  and 
lonis  B.  Palmer,  of  Schlosser,  respectable  private 
citizens,  have  been  seized  bf  the  same  auinority, 
and  confined  at  the  same  place. 

You  are  requested  to  inquire  of  the  proper  au- 
thority into  the  circumstances  of  these  cases,  and 
if  you  find  them  to  exist  in  the  manner  I  suppose 
them  to  be.  to  remonstrate,  respectfully,  but 
strongly,  against  the  confinement  and  detention 
of  these'  gentlemen,  and  that  you  will  use  your 
efforts  to  have  them  liberated  and  sent  back  to 
their  country,  with  the  brisoners  about  to  be  re- 
leased. Ton  Will  be  pleased  to  report,  in  any 
event,  particularly  to  me,  the  circumstances  of 
each  case,  the  manner  of  confinement  and  treat- 
ment, and  the  alleged  cause. 


General  Mason  to  Thomas  Barclay. 
Office  Comm'rt  Gen'l  of  Prisoners, 
Washington,  December  27, 1813. 

Sir:  Under  cover  with  this,  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  you  copies  of  letters  and  enclosures 
received  from  Colonel  Gardner,  American  agent 
for  prisoners  of  war  in  Canada,  received  a  few 
days  ago  by  Colonel  Boerstler,  a  list  of  which  is 
annexed. 

By  these  you  will  perceive  the  manner  in  which 
that  gentleman  is  restricted ;  how  different  the 
treatment  towards  him  from  that  obberved  to- 
wards the  British  agents  similarljr  aitiuted  in  this 
country.  In  short,  that  he  is  so  tied  up,  that  it  is 
impossible  that  bis  functions  can  be  performed  in 
such  a  way  as  to  be  of  the  utility  intended  toward 
our  prisoners,  by  the  better  and  spirit  of  the 
arrangement  on  this  subject  between  the  two 
nations. 

I  beg  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  the 
letters  which  passed  oetween  Colonel  Grardner 
and  Captain  Kemp,  your  agent  for  prisoners  rel- 
ative to  rations.  You  will  observe,  sir,  that  as 
late  as  the  31st  of  October,  my  last  communica- 
tion, the  allowance  stipulated  by  the  cartel  bad 
not  been  furnished  our  prisoners.  I  hav^  to  rc- 
qoest,  sir,  that  you  will  make  immediate  inter- 
ference on  this  occasion,  and  cause  a  full  allow- 
ance to  be  made  them.  Our  soldiers  will  feel 
keenly  the  difference  between  half  a  pound  of 
bread  and  half  a  pound  of  meat.  Yours  have 
constantly  had  it  since  the  establishment  of  the 
cartel,  and,  before  that,  ev^n  more  j  an  early  in- 
quiry on  this  subject  is  the  more  necessary  on  your 
part,  because,  fron;^  the  hesitation  of  youroflScers, 
it  does  not  appear  that  they  mean  to  alter  the  sys- 
tem on  the  remonstrance  of  Colonel  Gardner ; 
and  because,  as  your  commanders  had  refused  to 
receive  an  agent  in  Canada,  until  the  latter  p^art 
of  last  Summer,  we  had  no  means  of  ascertaining 
what  wa»  the  subsistence  allowed  by  your  officers 
in  that  quarter  to  our  prisoners,  until  the  arrival 
of  Colonel  Gardner;  remonstrance  from  this 
office  has  been  much  later  than  it  otherwise  would 
have  been. 

Tou  will  remark,  sir,  by  the  communication  of 
General  Glasgow,  of  the  15th  of  October,  to  Col- 
onel Gardner,  that  his  lettiersareall  inspected  be- 


fore they  are  permitted  to  come  •way,  and  by 
Colonel  Gardner's  letter  tome  of  the  19th  of  Oo- 
tober^  that  all  letters,  even  from  this  office  tohimy 
will  be  opened. 

I  am  instructed,  sir,  to  request  you,  in  future^  to 
send  all  your  letters  for  Canada  unsealed  throogli 
this  office,  and  to  inform  vou  that  all  letters  from 
that  quarter  to  you  must  be  inspected. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 
Col.  Tbomas  Barolat,  dtc. 


J.  MASON. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Thomas  Gardner* 
United  States*  agent  for  prisonen  in  Canada,  to  the 
Commiesary  General  of  Prisoners. 

Bbai^fort,  October  15, 1813. 
I  have  this  day  visited  the  prison  at  duebcf, 
accompanied  by  Colonel  Perry,  who  has  a  par- 
ticular cammand  in  the  city,  which  includes  the 
prison.  Thirteen  persons  were  shown  me  who 
were  said  to  be  Americans;  on  inquiry  I  find, 
that  Doctor  Scott  and  a  Mr.  Enaggs  are  Amer- 
ican citizens ;  copies  of  the  statements  of  thejr 
several  cases  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  having 
also  enclosed  in  a  letter  to  Sir  George  Prevoat 
(copy  of  which  is  herewith)  duplicates  of  the 
above  statements. .  A  Mr.  John  Gilbert  and  a  black 
man  of  the  name  of  Jones  are  also  American  cit- 
izens; they  had  previously  given  to  Colonel  Perry 
a  statement  of  t^eir  cases,  and  he  forwarded  them 
to  Sir  George  Prevost )  they  promise  to  give  me 
copies,  and,  when  I  have  them,  I  shall  do  what  I 
can  in  their  behalf;  they  were  residents  in  Canada 
before  the  war,  the  others  have  been  long  resi- 
dents in  Canada,  and  most  of  them  nnder  the  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  British  Gk)vernment ;  one  of 
them  (a  Roswell  Johnson)  went  from  Charry, 
within  the  British  lines,  to  shun  a  militia  draught. 
The  situation  of  these  men  are  as  comforuble  as 
prisoners  in  jail  can  expect  to  be ;  and  they  sav 
tbat  since  Colonel  Perry  has  had  the  command 
of  the  place  it  is  much  bettered.  There  is  also 
on  board  one  of  the  prison-ships  an  Americas 
citizen  of  the  name  of  Stephen  Richards,  whom 
I  think  detained  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  car^ 
tel.  I  have  sent  a  copy  of  his  statement  to  Sir 
George  Prevost ;  I  enclose  you  another. 

[Enoloeed  in  the  preoeding  letter.] 
Mr.  WilUam  H.aeeit  to  Cokmei  Gardner. 

ClusBRo  Prison,  October  8, 1813. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  make  a  candid  statement 
of  my  situation.  I  came  iuto  the  United  States 
early  in  1796,  a  young  man.  I  resided  several 
years  there,  and  at  length  regularly  became  a 
citizen,  and  held  some  respectable  appointments. 
In  this  situation  I  was  surrendered  bv  General 
Hull  to  General  Brock,  in  August,  1812,  when 
we  were  to  be  protected  in  persons  and  property, 
and  the  militia  of  the  country  to  remain  peace- 
ably at  home  as  if  nothing  had  occurred.  Shortly 
after  this,  I  was  stripped  of  all  my  personal  pro- 
perty to  upwards  of  five  hundred  dollars.  I  re- 
mained quietly  at  home,  and  in  the  Fall  had  pet- 
mission  from  General  Proctor  to  depart  in  a  vea- 
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sel,  Imt  tlie  smmb  waa  late  and  the  vessel  leaky, 
so  tkttC  we  had  to  return.  In  this  manner  I  re- 
mained until  the  month  of  February  last,  when, 
with  a  number  of  Amerieans,  I  was  ordered  to 
quit  the  territory  fbr  the  State  of  New  York,  by 
the  way  of  Fort  Qeorge,  and  furnished  with  a 
regular  passport  as  a  citizen  to  behave  as  be- 
eometk^  We  travelled  this  distance  at  our  own 
•zpense,  and  without  any  guard.  While  remcain- 
iag  at  Fort  Gkorge  I  was  eacamlned  before  his 
fixceileney  Sir  George  Prevost,  who  declared 
tlua  I  was  to  be  considered  in  no  other  liffht  than 
tlie  others  of  Brush's  militia  who  were  all  crossed 
over  tliere.  It  was  not  deemed  expedient  to  cross 
over  any  more  at  that  place.  Colonel  Brush  had 
permissioa  to  return  to  his  family,  6t  to  ffo  to 
Kingston,  and  he  crossed  over  there,  which  he 
did  two  or  three  days  afterwards.  While  wait- 
img  for  liberty  to  cross  over  I  was  warned  to  hold 
rnvself  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  Kingston ;  I  was 
tMen  charge  of  sfs  a  prisoner  by  &b  sergeants 
and  conducted  to  Kingston  from  one  jail,  guard*- 
kouse,  or  oell,  to  another,  and  from  thence  to 
Montreal,  where  I  was  examined  by  the  police 
aftd  committed  as  a  prisoner  of  war;  received  in- 
formation I  should  be  crossM  over  the  line  from 
the  police  oiice  in  the  course  of  a  week,  and  just 
at  that  time  I  was  forwarded  to  this  city,  and  I 
am  now  confined  as  a  British  subject  having' an 
intention  of  joining  Harrison's  army,  although  I 
had  never  been  examined.  Since,  and  all  Winter, 
if  I  had  been  so  disposed,  could  have  rode  to  the 
army  in  three  hours'  time,  as  it  was  not  thirty 
miles  distant  from  my  farm.  I  have  applied  to 
the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  inves- 
linte  the  case,  but  without  success  as  yet.  If  I  am 
a  British  subject,  I  have  done  nothing  to  merit  im- 
prisonment; if  an  American  citizen,  I  am  ille^ly 
eoafined  and  detained  in  prison  in  this  man- 
mer.  The  contractor's  agent  at  Maiden  purchased 
eattle  of  mine  for  which  I  have  not  been  paid, 
exclusive  of  others  taken  for  immediate  consump- 
tion, aad  to  be  paid  for.  Also,  for  the  use  of  my 
hcw^ea  for  expresses  and  fatigue;  and  in  addi- 
tion my  horses  and  sleigh,  which  I  had  to  leave 
dbouc  twenty  miles  back  of  Fort  Qeorge,  when  I 
was  made  a  prisoner.  All  these  things  I  have 
anfered  without  any  actor  deed,  on  my  part,  that 
i  know  of,  to  merit  this  poniahBient;  and,  to 
orowa  all,  thrown  into  the  common  prison,  among 
i^aaoonvlets,aod  nearoes,  and  sometimes  de- 

Sived  of  the  common  field  rations,  far  from  my 
mtty  and  friends,  or  the  means  of  assistance  and 
relief. 

I  hope  my  case,  sir,  being  taken  into  consider- 

aiion,  I  may  he  honorably  released,  aad  suffered 

to  depart  in  search  of  my  afflicted  wife  and  dis- 

treaaed  family.    I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  Ae, 

WILLIAM  H.  SCOTT. 

To  Colonel  Gardm er. 

Mr.  Stephen  Richards  to  CoI<mel  Gardner. 

On  board  H.  M.  ship  Lord  Catbcart, 
CtuEBBO,  October  14, 1813. 
Honored  Sir  :  I  resided  in  Upper  Canada  at 
the  commaneement  of  the  present  war,  and^  rt* 
13th  Con.  2d  Ssas.— 70 


fusing  to  take  op  arms  against  my  country,  I  left 
this  country  under  the  proclamation  of  General 
Sheaf,  in  Upper  Canada,  turning  myself  aad 
family  out  of  doors  and  home  to  seek  another  itt 
the  United  States. 

I  need  not  inform  you  of  my  feelings  on  this 
turn  of  fortune,  which  always  attend  the  rava^ 
of  war.  But  my  greatest  care  was  for  my  femily, 
which  I  considered  myself  the  author  of  tearia^ 
them  from  their  relatives  and  friends,  in  remeiv- 
Ing  them  to  a  place  they  were  strangers  to.  Wa 
had  lived  about  six  months  in  this  situation,  when 
my  wife  gr^w  very  uneasy  to  |[o  back  to  Canada 
to  pay  her  father's  family  a  visit,  which  brought 
an  illness  oa  her  on  this  accooot.  I  thought  it 
my  duty  to  do  what  I  could  for  her,  and  it  term!* 
nated  in  making  myself  a  prisoner  for  six  weeks 
to  this  d^y.  The  way  it  look  place  was,  thai  I 
came  toMorristown,  opposite  toBrockville,  where 
I  wa»  taken,  and  inquired  if  there  was  an  offieitt 
of  the  army  whereby  I  might  procure  a  flag ;  hut 
was  informeJ ,  there  was  none.  They  iammed 
me  that  they  had  crossed  with  a  flag,  although 
not  regular,  and  had  always  permission  toretura ; 
and,  under  this  impres9ion,  I  crossed  with  my 
wife  'f  there  was  a  major  of  the  militia  who  came 
down  to  receive  me,  and  told  me  he  had  no  orders 
to  let  me  land  ;  I  told  him  I  would  return ;  but 
some  of  my  wife's  friends  desired  the  major  to 
let  her  stay  until  her  brother  (who  lived  near  by) 
could  come  down  and  see  her ;  he  then  told  me 
that  I  mi^ht  come  alongside  the  wharf;  from 
thence  he  informed  me  that  I  could  go  up  as  far 
aa  a  tavern,  where  I  was  immediately  put  under 
guard  as  a  prisoner,  and  have  been  sent  on  as  a 
prisoner  of  war  as  far  as  this  place:  Thus,  hon- 
ored sir,  if  you:  think  my  situation  u  worthy  of 
your  Notice  to  procure  me  a  discharge,  your  good^ 
ness  shall  never  be  eradicated  from  my  memory. 

Yours,  most  respectfully,  ' 

ST£PHBN  RICHARDS, 
CiHzen  qfthe  United  Staiei. 

Colonel  Qaronbr.  AgtiU. 

Doctor  Wood  to  Colonel  Gardner. 

Beaufort,  Oct.  18, 1813^ 

Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  of  uoubling  you  for  a 
moment,  and  haye  only  to  state  that  I  am  detained 
a  prisoner  in  Beaufort  by  the  British  Govara- 
ment,  aad  solicit  your  aseisunae  in  procuritig  my 
release. 

I  am  a  resident  of  the  town  of  Champlai%  in  th# 
State  of  New  York,  and  have  resided  within  one 
and  a  half  miles  of  the  line  of  separation  betweea 
the  two  Governments  for  a  number  of  years.  I 
was  takea  a  prisoner  by  the  British  troops  o$ 
their  expedition  to  Plattshorg,  on  the  30th  July 
last,  and  have  been  detained  eversinee;  of  which| 
sir,  I  think  I  have  just  cause  to  complain,  as  I  was 
promised  by  Colonel  Murmy,  who  commaoded 
the  troops,  and  Cc^)tain  Bverard,  whocommanded 
the  navy,  that  I  should  not  be  detained  any  lonf^ 
than  until  their  return  from  Plattsburg,  of  which 
I  can  produce  satisfactory  testimonv ;  and  further, 
that  those  officers  pledged  themselves  and  their. 
Qovemmeat  by  their  proclamation,  the  purport 
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of  which  was.  that  if  the  American  citizens  would 
not  oppose  them  with  force  and  arms  oni  their 
PiattsDurg  expedition,  they,  nor  their  property, 
•honld  not  be  molested ;  which  condition  was 
strictly  adhered  to  by  the  American  people. 

His  Excellency,  the  Gk>yernor  of  the  Provinces, 
Sir  George  Prevost,  issued  a  proclamation  the  4th 
of  September  last,  disavjowing  the  principle  and 
act  of  imprisoning  civilians,  and  he  cannot  pre- 
tend that  I  was  taken  in  retaliation  for  civilians 
taken  in  Canada ;  for  in  his  proclamation,  dated 
more  than  one  month  after  I  was  taken,  he  disa- 
Tows  of  ever  having  retaliated,  but  speaks  id  the 
future  tense,  that  he  will  retaliate  hereafter  in  case 
the  Americans  persist  in  the  same  unlawful  prac- 
tice of  seizing  and  detaining  civilians  belonging 
to  the  British  Government. 

I  am  the  only  prisoner,  taken  on  or  near  our  fron- 
tier, who  was  not  doing  military  duty,  and  I  be- 
lieve that  if  Sir  Qeorge  Prevost  is  plossessed  of  hu- 
manity, I  am  sure  he  cannot  help  sympathizing 
with  the  unfortunate ;  and  he  must  be  aware  of 
the  immense  sacrifices  of  being  separated  from  a 
family  in  the  wa3r  I  have  been ;  and,  sir,  if  you 
will  procure  my  discharge  you  will  lay  me  under 
the  greatest  obligations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &>c 

JAMES  WOOD. 

Colonel  Gardner,  dbc. 

Robert  Gardner,  Esq.,  Agent  for  Prisoners,  to  His  &Z- 
ceOency  Sir  George  Preyost. 

Beaufort,  October^  1813. 

Sir:  There  are  detained  in  Quebec  jail  two 
persons  by  the  names  of  William  H.  Scott  and 
Whitmore  Knaggs ;  one  on  board  the  transport 
Lord  Cathcart,  by  the  name  of  Stephen  Richards, 
and  one  other  at  Beaufort  by  the  name  of  James 
Wood,  who  complain  that  they  are  improperlv  held 
and  detained,  the  three  former  as  prisoners  or  war, 
the  latter  as  a  hostage  for  a  Mr.  Dixon,  taken  at 
Fort  George.  Copies  of  the  statements  of  their 
several  cases,  made  by  themselves,  I  have  the 
honor  to  forward  to  your  Excellency. 

Mr.  Scott  appears,  by  his  statement,  to  have 
been  once  examined  by  you,  and  that  according 
to  what  he  conceived  to  be  your  opinion  then  con- 
cerning him,  he  was  not  a  prisoner  of  war,  and 
ought  to  have  been  returned.  What  new  matter 
has  been  brought  to  light  against  him,  and  which 
is  legal  grounds  for  confining  him  now  as  a  pris- 
oner of  war,  I  cannot  tell. 

Mr.  Knag^,  if  his  statements  are  correct,  is,  as 
I  conceive,  improperly  detained  upon  a  slight 
suspicion  excited  against  him  without  much  cause, 
and  which,  he  says,  he  can  prove  to  be  ground- 
less. 

Richards  is  a  simple  inan,  and  has  been  brought 
into  difficulty  by  following  the  advice  of  men  who 
knew  as  little  as  himself.  He,  no  doubt,  came 
improperly  within  the  lines,  but  merely  acciden- 
tally did  so,  with  his  wife  in  company,  and  there 
is  no  pretence  that  he  was  a  soldier,  or  in  arms, 
as  he  informs  me,  and  if  so,  he  is  certainly,  ac- 


cording to  the  cartel,  a  non-combatant,  a  private 
citizen,  not  liable  to  be  held  a  prisoner  of  war. 

Witn  respect  to  Dr.  Wood,  hii  case  is  follf 
stated  by  himself.  It  seems  he  is  not  exactly  a 
prisoner  of  war,  but  held  as  a  hostage, .  If,  as  he 
states,  he  was  improperly  seized  in  the  first  in- 
stance, I  beg  leave  to  ask  of  your  Excellency 
whether  his  subsequent  detention  as  a  hostage  is 
not  also  improper?  He  had  no  agency  in  the 
seizure  of  Mr.  Dixen,  whether  sdch  seizure  was 
correct  or  not,  but  relying,  as  he  says,  upon  the 
assurances  given  him  by  the  commanders  of  the 
British  land  and  naval  forces  on  the  expeditioa 
to  Plattsburg,  looked  upon  the  return  of  that  ex- 
pedition to  the  coast,  or  Champlain  as  the  period 
of  his  enlargement  and  restoration  to  his  family. 
I  forbear  to  make  any  further  remarks  on  the 
statements  of  the  above  persons,  or  on  their  par- 
ticular cases,  in  the  full  confidence  that  they  will 
receive  your  fixceliencyV;  consideration,  and  that 
it  will  be  your  pleasure  t6  restore  them  to  their 
families,  inconsistent  with  the  discharge  of  your 
duty,  or  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to jCive 
me  information,  for  the  satisfaction  of  my  Gor- 
ernment,  whereijd  their  statements  are  incorrect. 

I  have  the  honor,  dbe. 

ROBERT  GARDNER, 
American  Agent  far  Prisoners  of  War. 

His  Ezc'y  Sir  GEOndE  Prevost,  d^. 


The  brothers  of  Doctor  Wood  to  General  Maaon. 
Plattsburq,  Dec.  6,  1813. 

Sir  :  Being  brothers  of  Doctor  James  W.  Wood, 
(he  undersigners,  with  Major  E.  D.  Wood,  of  the 
Sn^ineers,  beg  leave  to  solicit  your  attention  to  a 
subject  very  interesting  to  us,  and  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  unfortunate  sufierer ;  more  pe- 
culiarly so,  as  he  is  a  private  citizen,  in  no  man- 
ner connected  with  the  army  or  navy,  withoat 
public  support,  and  unexpectedly  hurried,  by  a 
relentless  enemy,  from  his  country  and  numerous 
family,  daily  exposed,  from  their  proximity  to 
the  frontiers  of  the  country,  to  the  cruelty  and 
depredations  of  the  foe. 

The  characteristic  humanity^  and  the  watch- 
fulness of  the  national  authorities  for  the  safety 
and  protection  of  American  citizens,  have  inspired 
us  with  a  (well  founded,  we  trust.)  confidence 
that  the  proper  official  means  will  be  taken  to 
answer  our  numble  request  in  restoring  to  his 
country  one  who  was  rendered  obnoxious  to  the 
iiivading  foe  by  his  zeal  and  activity  alone  in 
his  country's  cause. 

Doctor  James  W.  Wood  was  taken  by  a  Brit- 
ish invading  force,  near  the  northern  limits  of 
the  State  of  New  York  on  Lake  Champlain,  the 
30th  of  July  last,  soon  alter  conducted  to  Beaufort, 
near  Q,aebec,  and  is  now  confined  there  as  a  host- 
age for  the  restoration  of  Mr.  Dixon,  a  lawyer^ 
taken  some  time  since  by  the  United  States'  troops 
under  General  Dearborn,  at  or  near  Fort  George, 
and  is  now  confined  a  prisoner  at  Pittsfield. 

The  public  interest  permitting,  we  earnestly 
entreat  that  a  speedy  exchange  may  take  place 
between  them,  or  some  other  method,  in  yoQr 
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wisdom,  be  resorted  to,  br  which  our  uofortOQate 
brother  may  be  released  irom  the  pain  and  horror 
of  British  im  prison  men  t,  and  shall  continue  to 
solicit. 

We  are,  sir,  roar  very  obedient  servants, 

BENJAMIN  G.  WOOD, 
JONATHAN  K.  WOOD, 
IRA  A.  WOOD, 
BEZABEL  WOOP.  Jun* 


Oppice  Comm*rt  Qen'l  op  Prisoners, 
Washington,  Nov.  30, 1813. 

Sir:  I  ^m  instructed  to  direct  you  to  release 
all  the  persons,  in  ciril  capacity,  now  in  your 
charge  and  on  parole,  who  had  been  arrested  in 
Canada,  io  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  George,  last 
Sammer,  of  whom  you  may  have  no  information 
of  misconduct,  to  return  to  their  homes  in  Can- 
ada, by  the  most  direct  route,  aypiding  all  mili- 
tary works  and  posts.  You  will  give  to  each  a 
special  passport,  descriptive  of  his  name  and  per- 
son, and  directing  him  to  present  himself  imme- 
diately on  his  arriral  in  Canada  to  the  American 
commander  at  Fort  George,  who  will  be  requested 
to  permit  them  to  pursue  their  usual  aroeations, 
and  remain  at  their  respective  places  of  residence, 
daring  their  correct  and  peaceable  demeanor. 

They  are,  I  understand,  to  be  William  Dickson, 
barrister  at  law;  Joseph  Edwards,  merchant  and 
justice  of  peace;  James  Muirhead,  surgeon;  An- 
drew Heron,  merchant,  Niagara;  John  Greer, 
ditto ;  John  Baldwin,  ditto ;  John  Crooks,  clerk 
to  James  Crooks,  merchant;  Haggai   Skinner, 

farmer,  full  sixty-four  years  of  age ; Doan, 

farmer: Ramsay,  a  boy  of  Stamford;  John 

McFarlance,  boat  builder. 

William  Ross,  of  the  commissariat ;  Alexander 
Donald,  deputy  paymaster  of  militia ;  and  John 
Syminton,  deputy  paymaster  of  militia^  if  they 
do  not  hold  militia  commissions  in  the  line. 

You  will  state  to  these  gentlemen,  some  of 
whom  are  known  to  be  very  respectable,  that  the 
Gorernment  has  granted  this  indulgence  from  a 
defite  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  individuals  as 
much- as  the  present  posture  of  things  will  per- 
mit, and  that  it  is  expected  of  them  that  they 
will,  on  their  return,  so  demean  themselves  as  to 
give  no  future  cause  of  complaint. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  A^. 

J.  MASON. 

Thomas  Melville,  Esq. 
Deputy  Marshal  of  Massachusetts. 

Extract  of  a  letter  firom  the  CommiMary  General  of 
Prisonen  to  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dated 

December  22, 1813. 

On  the  30th  ultimo,  orders  were  given  to  re- 
lemse,  to  return  to  their  homes,  the  British  sub- 
jects, Messrs.  Dickson,  Muirhead,  and  others,  sent 
in  from  the  vicinity  of  Fort  George  in  civil  ca- 
pacity, relative  to  whom  you  inquired  in  the 
month  of  August,  and  I  learn  froth  Major  Mel- 
▼iUe  that  they  have  set  out  on  their  return. 

JOHN  MASON. 

Col.  Barclay. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Baines,  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral of  the  forces  in  Canada,  to  Thomas  Melvilley 
Esq.,  Deputy  Marshal  of  Massachusetts,  dated  at 

Montreal,  January  31, 1814. 
By  this  opportunity.  Doctors  Campbell  and 
I(Sasterman  are  sent  back,  in  conformity  to  the 
terms  of  the  cartel,  as  being  non-combatants,  and 
in  consequence  of  your  assurance  of  the  release 
of  William  Dickson,  and  the  other  civilians  of 
Niagara,  Messrs.  Wood,  Scott,  Deputy  Assistant 
Commissary  Heron,  and  all  other  non-combatants, 
under  similar  circumstances,  have  been  released 
and  permitted  to  return  at  their  own  convenience, 
and  on  the  same  terms.  I  have  to  solicit  the  re- 
lease of  Deputy  Assistant  Commissary  Green. 


Offioe  Oomm'rt  Gbn'l  of  Prisoners, 
Washington,  January  l9, 1814. 

Sir:  I  have  now  to  speak  of  the  facts  alleged, 
and  the  inferences  drawn,  in  the  publication  made 
by  you  on  the  13th  of  last  month,  respecting 
which  act  I  had  occasion,  in  a  despatch  of  this 
date,  to  convey  to  you  the  sentiments  of  this 
Government. 

The  effort  on  your  part  eeems  to  have  been  to 
invalidate,  before  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
the  whole  of  the  statement  relative  to  the  trefat- 
ment  of  our  agent  and  prisoners,  made,  on  oath, 
by  Mr.  Abraham  Walter,  late  a  prisoner  at  Ciue- 
bec,  by  disproving  what  he  had  deposed  respect- 
in^  the  provisions  aerved  out  to  our  prisoners. 
His  allegations,  however,  that  several  American 
prisoners,  taken  with  him  in  June  last,  were  im- 
mediately separated  from  their  comrades  and  con- 
fined, to  be  sent  to  England  to  be  tried  /or  treason, 
on  the  mere  suspicion  of  the  examining  officer; 
that  others  were  forced  on  board  British  vessels, 
to  assist  in  working  them  to  Halifax  and  England; 
that  forty-six  American  officers  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers  were  imprisoned  under  a  procla- 
mation previously  made ;  that  some  of  the  Amer- 
ican officers  had  been  rigorously  confined  on  the 
plea  of  breach  of  parole ;  and  that  Colonel  Gard- 
ner, the  American  agent  at  Cluebec,  was  restricted 
to  the  same  limits  prescribed  to  prisoners  of  war 
on  parole,  and  not  permitted  to  visit  prisoners  in 
the  prison-ships,  or  the  town,  to  negotiate  his  bills, 
are  most  of  them  unquestionably  true  $  and  that 
others,  from  practices  known  on  different  occa- 
sions, are  bv  no  means  improbable,  can  he  readily 
shown.  Or  the  first  class  are  the  facts  of  the  con- 
finement of  the  forty-six  officers,  about  which  no 
evidence  is  now  necessary ;  of  the  treatment  of 
Colonel  Gbrdner,  witness  the  letter  of  General 
Glasffow  to  him  of  the  19th  of  October,  a  ctfpy 
of  which  has  been  heretofore  furnished  you ;  of 
the  rifforous  confinement  of  some  of  the  Ameri- 
can officers,  though  it  is  believed  not  in  irons,' for 
an  accidental  oversteppinff  of  the  parole  limits,  aa 
I  am  assured  by  Colonel  Boerstler,  lately  a  pris- 
oner at  and  returned  froni  the  vicinity  of  Q,uebec,* 


*  It  hak  been  found,  on  ibrther  commnnieatkm  with 
Colonel  BoerBtler>  that  he  was  in  part  misam>reheaded 
in  relation  to  the  Amerioaa  officers  confined  at  Qoebaa 
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was  the  etse;  an^  of  the  forctD|r  our  seamen, 
prisoners  at  Ctaebec.  to  work  British  ships. '  To 

Srore  this  fact,  I  sendyoaan  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Ir.  Mitchell,  ouracent  at  Halifax,  dated  Novem- 
ber 11, 1813,  in  which  he  expressly  states  that 
<^some  of  our  people  have  been  employed  to  navi- 
gate their  transports  from  Ciuebec  here,  and  on 
from  this  for  Bermuda,  the  transport  seamen  hav- 
ing been  sent  on  the  Lakes,"  and  that  be  had  re- 
monstrated against  it ;  and  that  this  practice  ia 
not  new,  I  beg  leave  to  recall  to  your  recollection 
an  advertisement  by  Mr.  Maude,  in  tbe  Jamaica 
newspaper,  (exhibited  to  you  in  my  last,)  in  which 
he^  the  British  agent  for  prisoners  in  that  island, 
offers  to  hire  American  prisoners  to  work  British 
ships  on  their  voyages,  dbc. ;  this  fact  has  since 
been  inquired  into  and  established.  I  have  in 
my  possession  a  Jamaica  newspaper  containing 
the  advertisement. 

Of  the  second  class,  is  the  circumstance  of  con- 
fining American  prisoners,  on  the  charge  of  trea- 
son, on  mere  suspicion^  For  a  similar  procedure^ 
I  refer  to  the  instances  quoted  in  my  letter  to  you 
of  23d  of  November,  and  an  extract  of  a  lettex 
from  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  the  11th  November  last, 
stating  that  twelve  or  fourteen  persons,  so  sent, 
had  passed  Halifax,  from  Ctuebec,  for  England. 
With  regard  to  the  other  points,  previous  to  the 
establishment  ot  the  cartel  entered  into,  bet  ween 
you  and  myself  in  May  last^  and  imoiediately 
after  your  arrival  in  this  country,  complaints  had 
been  made  from  many  quarters^  from  all  as  to  the 
quantity,  and  from  several  as  to  the  qualitv  of 
the  provisions  furnished  our  prisoners.  I  will  in- 
stance a  few  of  them*  Mr.  Beasley.  our  agent  in 
England,  stated,  in  a  letter  dated  November  5. 
1812.  that  tbe  allowance  per  man,  other  than  ot 
breaa  and  vegetables,  was,  for  five  days  of  the 
week,  only  half  £  pound  of  beef  a  day^  and^  for  the 
other  two  days»  one  ponnd  a  day  of  herrings  or 
codfish.  Mr.  Mitchell,  American  agent  at  Ilali- 
&X,  wrote,  on  the  17^h  of  October  of  the  same 
year,  that  the  prisoner  ration  there,  besides  bread 
and  vegetables,  consbted  of  no  more  than  half  a 
pound  of  meat  per  day.  Colonel  Lear,  our  late 
Consul  General  to  the  Barbary  States,  having, 
been,  on  his  way  from  Algiers  to  the  United 
States,  detained  at  Gibraltar,  from  early  in  Au- 
gust to  the  latter  part  of  November,  by  the  seizure 
of  the  ship  in  which  he  was  a  passenger,  and  all 
other  American  ships  in  port,  and  the  confine- 
ment of  their  officers  and  crews  as  prisoners  of 
war,  acquired  a  good  knowledge  of  their  treat- 
ment from  tbe  interference  in  their  behalf  which 
his  public  character  authorized  him  to  make,  and 
informed  the  Government  that  'the  allowance 
for  American  seamen,  prisoners  in  Gibraltar,  was, 
according  to  the  technical  expression  of  the  place, 
six  upon  four— that  is,  the  full  allowance  ot  four 


for  breach  of  parole ;  that,  as  to  the  accidental  orer^ 
Mepping  the  local  limits,  he  allndod  to  another  ease,  in 
wmeh  certain  officers  were  threatened  with  confine- 
ment; and  that  the  officers  rderred  to  by  Mr.  Walter 
had  aetnaHy  ooounltted  a  reprdieasible  Iweaeh  of  limits, 
wen  ^e«^  confined  ibr  that  offbnee,aad  e»  remained 
at  ttaiilBe  of  the  teat  aoeautote  ften  QMbee. 


men  to  be  divided  among  six  prisoners ;  and  it 
was  universally  said,  the  part  of  the  allowaoee 
which  eonsisted  of  bread  and  peas  was  in  so  de- 
cayed a  state  as  not  to  be  fit  or  wholesome  to  be 
eaten,  and  that  the  whole  was  deficient  in  weighty 
according  to  the  proportion  before  stated,  fiut 
upon  this  subject,  as  well  as  upon  ail  other  poinu 
relative  to  the  treatment  of  American  seamen, 
prisoners  in  Gibraltar,  while  I  was  there,  I  would 
refer  you  to  Captain  Eben*  Kveleth,  late  master 
of  the  Alleghany."  The  following  is  an  extract 
from  a^  letter  of  Captain  Eveleth  to  me,  on  the 
same  subject : 

"With  respect  to  the  crew  of  the  Alleghany, 
they  were  sent  on  board  the  prison-ship  the  day 
after  she  was  detained,  and  there  closely  confined 
till  the  last  of  January,  when  they  were  sent  to 
Endand. 

"During  their  Confinement  x>n  board  the  prison- 
ship,  their  allowance  was  as  follows,  viz..  for  six 
men: 


Days  of  the  week. 


Sunday  - 
Monday  - 
Tnesday  - 
Wednesday 
Thursday  - 
Friday 
Saturday  - 


"  No  fresh  provisions  or  vegetables  are  allowed 
oh  board  the  prison-ship.  The  bread,  flcoirf  and 
rice,  was  generally  very  bad,  being  half  devoured; 
and  full  o?  insects. 

"  I  myself  was  permitted  to  remain  on  board 
the  Alleghany^  with  my  son,  the.  second  mate, 
and  steward,  until  the  18th  of  November,  when, 
without  the  ship  being  libeled,  we  were  sent  on 
board  the  prison-ship,  and  fared  in  the  same 
manner  with  the  rest  of  the  crew  until  the  21st 
of  Januarv." 

You  wjjl  no  doubt  reeoUeet  that^  when  the  ar- 
ticle of  the  cartel  in  relation  to  rations  was  under 
discussion,  I  more  than  once  took  occasion  to 
mention  to  you  that  the  quantum  of  the  ratton, 
as  limited  everywhere  by  your  Gknremment.  was 
unsatislaetory ;  and  that  we  had  repeated  infor- 
mation of  abuses  as  to  the  quality  or  the  pnovia- 
iona  given  out  by  your  officers  to  out  prisooefs, 
while  your  prisoners  had  constantly  received  in 
the  United  States  the  most  ample  and  wholeaome 
allowances.  It  is  true,  reoionstrances  were  not 
then  more  formally  made  for  what  was  past,  be* 
oau^e  it  was  considered  a  greater  object  to  pro- 


*  Or  four  pounds  beef  and  three 


Hour. 
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Tide  by  express  agreement  against  future  defi- 
ciencies of  this  nature. 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  cartel,  it  gives  me 
pleasure  to  acknowledge  that  complaints  as  to 
the  prisoners'  rations  have  been  received  but  from 
one  of  the  stations  at  which  we  have  agents,  al-^ 
though  naany  have  been  urged  as  to  other  treat- 
ment of  our  prisoners  from  several.  Your  Qov- 
ernment  is  in  the  habit  of  holdin|f  prisoners  at 
many  and  at  distant  places,  in  which,  having  no 
agents,  we  have  no  certain  information  of  their 
treatment;  but  it  is  remarkable,  that  in  that  in- 
stanee  the  complaint  was  made  as  soon  as  it  was 
well  possible  it  could  have  been  done^  (in  four 
days  after  the  arrival  of  the  agent.)  direct  to  the 
proper  British  officer,  and  reniainea,  as  far  as  we 
know, as  yec  unredressed ;  and  that  it  comes  from 
the  very  station  (duebec)  in  relation  to  which 
you  have  thought  proper,  in  ^oar  publication,  to 
advance  the  position,  that,  if  injustice  was  done, 
'^  blame  in  some  degree  attaches  to  the  British 
officer  who  has  care  of  the  prisoners,  but  the 
greater  proportion  of  it  must  rest  on  Colonel 
Gardner,  whose  duty  it  is  to  see  that  justice  is 
done  the  prisoners."  It  is  to  be  remarked,  too, 
thatyou  were  in  possession  of  the  correspondence 
of  Cfolonel  Gardner,  on  this  subject,  with  your 
officers,  on  the  2d  of  January,  when  you  express 
yourself  as  gratified  that  Colonel  CHrdner,  with 
two  exceptions,  confirms  the  truth  of  your  asser- 
tions \  now,  certainly  he  speaks  of  the  treatment 
of  prisoners  (In  the  letter  complaining  of  their 
aobsisttnce)  only  in  regard  to  provisions ;  and  in 
others  he  complains  of  the  imprisonment  of  the 
officers,  and  his  being  barred  all  access  to  them ; 
of  the  severe  privations  inflicted  on  our  prisoner 
soldiers  shipped  ofi*  to  England  \  because  of  the 
refusal  to  permit  him  (o  distribute  clothing,  and 
a  small  advance  of  pay  to  them ;  and  against  your 
assertion,  that  he  had  the  best  opportunity  of 
knowing  in  what  manner  the  prisoners  under  his 
care  hare  been  treated,  he  expressly  states,  that 
he  is  so  restricted  that  nb  presence  there  can  be 
longer  of  very  little  use.  1  need  not  remind  you 
that,  until  the  latter  part  of  last  Summer,  your 
officers  in  Canada  had  constantly  refused  to  re- 
ceive an  agent  for  prisoners  from  us  in  that  coun- 
try; that,  ver]r  soon  after  their  assent  to  this 
measure  was  signified,  Colonel  Gardner  was  ap- 
pointed and  despatched ;  that  he  left  Boston,  the 
place  of  his  residence,  on  the  Ist  of  September, 
and,  owing  to  a  detention  after  he  entered  your 
lines,  did  not  reach  duebec  until  the  8th  of  Octo- 
ber;  hence  the  lateness  of  his  complaint,  and  of 
my  remonstrance  to  you  of  the  27th  of  last  month, 
made  verv  soon  after  the  reception  of  his  letter. 
Nor  is  it  less  singular  that  the  two  exceptions,  of 
which  you  speak  so  lighxly,  happen  to  be  in  rela- 
tion to  the  two  principal  points  on  which  you 
have  put  yourself  at  issue  with  Mr.  Walter — the 
quantity  and  quality  of  the  bread  and  meat  part 
of  the  ration  served  to  the  prisoners.  Colonel 
Gardner  unquestionably,  as  to  both,  expresses 
himself  as  dissatisfied,  and  demands  redress — as 
lo  the  meat,  in  so  grea(  a  proportion  as  one-half 
of  the  quantity;  and  as  to  the  quality  of  the 


bread,  it  not  being  made  of  wheaten  flour.  It 
will  be  readily  granted  that  he  does  not  represent 
the  quality  ol  either  bread  or  meat  to  have  been, 
at  the  time  he  inspected  them,  (for  we  have  no 
accounts,  as  yet,  of  but  one  inspection  by  him,) 
such  as  it  is  stated  to  have  been  by  Mr.  Walter; 
but,  in  justice  to  Mr.  Walter,  it  must  be  recol- 
lected that  he  was  confined  in  duebec,  and  fed  on 
prisoner's  allowance  for  several  months  before  the 
arrival  of  Colonel  Gardner;  and  it  is  not  improb- 
able that,  under  the  direction  of  officers  who  had 
continued  from  early  in  Summer,  (when  we  know 
they  received  the  cartel,)  as  late  as  November,  to 
furnish  only  half  the  allowance  of  meat  promised 
by  their  Government,  it  may  have  happened  that, 
at  some  time  during  this  period,  they  were  as  re- 
gardless of  the  qufiility  of  the  provisions  as  were 
the  officers  in  Gibraltar  the  year  before,  as  shown 
by  letters  of  Colonel  Lear  and  Captain  Eveleth, 
before  quoted.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^. 

J.  MASON. 
Col.  Thos.  Barclay,  &c. 

Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Gdoiiel  Thoma;^  Barday  (o 

the  Commissary  C^eneral  of  Prisoners,  dated 

iHarlem,  January  25y  1814. 

That  Mr.  G.  Walter's  representation  did  not 

comport  with  the  truth,  is  evident  from  Colonel 

Gardner^s  letter  of  the  12th  October,  1813,  to 

Captain  Kempt,  British  agent  for  transports  and 

Prisoners  of  war,  wherein,  after  stating  that  the 
^merican  prisoners  at  Cluebec  were  not  subsisted 
agreeably  to  the  cartel  of  the  12th  of  May,  and  re- 
questloff  that  half  a  pound  of  bread  may  be  de- 
ducted from  the  rations  received,  and  half  a  ponnd 
of  beef  or  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  pork  added,  in 
order  to  make  the  ration  a^ree  with  the  directions 
in  the  cartel,  he  adds,  ^f  take  this  opportunity 
to  say  to  you,  that  I  see  no  cause  at  present  to  he 
diasatisfied  wtth  the  treatmaiit  cf  the  priadnen  m 
other  respecli.'' 

There  was  no  intention  or  effort  on  my  part,  as 
you  have  been  pleased  to  state,  '*  to  invalidate  be- 
fore the  people  of  the  United  states  the  whole  of 
the  statement  relative  to  the  treatment  of  your 
agent  and  prisoners,  made  on  oath  by  Mr.  Wal- 
ter;" on  the  contrary,  if  a  fair  construction  is 
?[iven  to  the  publieation  by  me.  the  other  charges, 
rom  m^  silence  respecting  (nem.  would  ^tber 
be  *  considered  as  admitted  than  denied.  I  ab- 
stained from  touching  on  them,  because  they 
have  been  repeatedly  sahjects  of  correspondence 
between  y(>a  and  me.  Oa  the  subject  of  provis- 
ions issued  to  the  American  prisoners  at  Ciuabec 
Jrou  had  never  compli^ined,  and  I  confess  I  rather 
ooked  for  your  approbation  than  objections  to 
my  correcting  the  misrepresentation.  The  two 
nations  are  already  sufficiently  irritated  against 
each  other,  to  render  fuel  to  the  flame  nnneces- 
saryby  means  of  false  representations. 

With  respect  to  the  grievances  stated  in  your 
second  letter  of  the  19th  mstant,  I  have  to  remark, 
that  they  are  matters  which  must  be  negotiated 
between  Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary^  of  State,  and  Ad- 
miral Sir  John  Warren,  or  with  His  I4*jesty's 
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Ministers  in  London.  I  shtll  transmit  copies  of 
your  letter  to  the  CommissioQers.  and  call  tlieir 
attention  particularly  to  Captain  Eveleth's  table 
of  provisions  dailv  issued  at  Gibraltar,  described 
in  your  letters,  and  acquaint  you  with  the  answer. 
I  have  lately  received  from  the  Commissioners 
the  objections  of  His  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  to  some  of  the  articles  of 
the  cartel  of  12th  of  May,  1813^  one  of  which  is 
particularly  pointed  to  the  ration  of  provisions 
agreed  upon  in  that  cartel.  I  am  preparing  copies 
for  you,  which  I  hope  to  forward  in  a  few  days. 

Itieutonant  Deacon  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Washington  City,  Feb.  10, 1814. 

Sir  :  Enclosed  you  will  receive  a  list  of  thir- 
teen American  seamen,  prisoners  of  war,  confined 
on  board  the  British  prison-ships  at  Cluebec.  On 
or  about  the  middle  of  September,  1813,  they 
were  forcibly  taken  out  of  said  prison-ships  and 
tent  on  board  the  homeward  bound  transports,  to 
assist  in  navigating  them.  A  certificate  signed 
by  Mr.  Osgood,  masters  mate  in  the  United 
States'  navy,  who  waa  present  at  the  time,  to- 
ffether  with  a  copy  of  an  order  from  General 
Glasgow,  the  Commandant  at  Cluebec,  to  Cap- 
tain Kempt,  the  British  agent  for  |)rfsoners,  direct- 
ing him  to  take  the  American  prisoners  for  that 
purpose,  was  left  in  the  hands  of  General  Chand- 
ler, to  be  forwarded  on  to  the  Navy  Department; 
as  they  have  not  been  received,  I  reel  it  my  duty 
to  make  this  statement  known. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  dbc. 

L.  DEACON, 
LieiU.  coning  U.  8.  schr.  Growler. 

Hon.  Wm.  Jones,  Sec^ryofthe  Navy. 


List  of  American  seamen,  prisoners  of  war,  taken  fitxn 
on  board  the  prison-ehip  at  Quebec,  to  woriL  on  board 
Uie  transports,  and  sailed  from  thence. 

United  States'  schooner  Growler.—Col  vin  Wil- 
liams, boatswain ;  William  H.  Warner,  seaman ; 
Philip  Baker,  ditto ;  William  Johnson,  do. 

Scnoonef  Julia. — William  Wilcox,  seaman; 
John  Mallet,  ditto;  John  Rian,  do.;  James  Peter- 
son, do.;  John  Bernard,  do.;  John  Smith,  do.; 
James  Riley,  do.;  Edward  Myers,  do.;  George 
Springs,  do. 

Office  Comm'rt  Gen'l  op  Prisoners, 
Wasbington,  April  2, 1814. 
Sir  :  One  of  the  objections  to  the  cartel  enter- 
ed into  between  you  and  myself  on  the  12th  of 
May  last,  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
British  Admiralty,  as  stated  to  me  in  your  letter 
of  the  1st  of  February,  is  to  the  allowance  to  pris- 
oners for  subsistence.  The  daily  ration  agreed 
upon  in  that  instrument  for  prisoners,  and  cer- 
tainly little  enough  to  support  a  hearty  man  with- 
out suffering,  was  one  pound  of  beef,  or  twelve 
ounces  of  pork,  one  pound  of  wheaten  bread,  one- 
fourth  of  a  pint  of  peas,  or  six  ounces  of  rice,  or 
one  pound  of  potatoes,  and  two  quarts  of  salt  and 


four  quarts  of  vinegar  to  every  one  hundred  ra- 
tions. In  the  new  project  of  arrangement,  all 
stipulation  about  quantitv  of  provision  is  reject- 
ed ;  and  you  inform  me  that  it  is  intended  to  give 
our  prisoners  one  pound  and  a  half  of  the  coarsest 
bread  per  day ;  and  to  eat  with  their  bread,  for 
two  days  in  the  week,  no  meat;  only  one  pound 
of  hernngs,  and  one  pound  of  potatoes,  for  one  of 
these  days,  and,  for  the  other,  one  pound  of  cod- 
fish and  one  poun^  of  potatoes ;  for  the  other  &ve 
days  only  half  a  pound  of  fresh  beef,  half  a  pound 
of  greens,  one  ounce  of  Scotch  barley,  and  one- 
quarter  or  an  ounce  of  onions,  with  one-third  of 
an  ounce  of  salt;  no  vinegar  at  any  time,  and  no 
salt  for  two  days  in  the  week. 

I  should  not  have  called  this  subject  now  sep- 
arately to  your  attention,  but  that  in  a  letter  just 
received  from  Mr.  Storm,  agent  for  American 
prisoners  at  Barbadoes,  is  the  following  passa^: 
^^I  now  have  to  state  that  Mr.  Barker,  the  British 
agent  here,  has  officially  informed  me  that  the 
convention  entered  into  between  yourself  and 
Colonel  Barclay  has  not  been  ratified  by  the  Qor- 
ernment  of  Great  Britain ;  of  course,  our  prison- 
ers are  not  allowed  more  than  two-thirds  of 
what  they  had.  I  await  your  instructions  on 
the  subject." 

1  infer  from  this  that  the  British  Government 
has  come  to  a  determination  as  to  the  provision 
article,  and  have  given  orders  to  reduce  the  ration 
to  the  standard  stated  by  you,  since  it  is  actually 
in  practice  at  Barbadoes. 

I  beff  to  be  informed  on  this  subject.  You  are 
pleased  to  remark^  in  your  letter  of  the  1st  Feb- 
ruary, in  explanation  of  this  article,  that  the  Brit- 
ish Government,  so  frequently  involved  in  war^ 
has  had  an  opportunity  to  ascertain  what  is  a  ra- 
tional and  proper  allowance  to  prisoners;  that  it 
is  reasonable  to  suppose  the  ration  used  in  Brit- 
ain, as  described  by  you,  "is,  in  truth,  a  proper 
allowance." 

You  must  permit  me  to  observe  that  this  was 
not  your  opinion  heretofore,  and  I  should  hope 
cannot  now  be  so,  when  you  reflect  on  the  sub- 
ject. It  is  a  matter  of  daily  experience  and  feel- 
ing common  to  every  roan  of  every  class  in  the 
community.  Every  man  can  at  once  decide  that 
one  pound  and  a  half  of  coarse  bread,  with  the 
scanty^  appendages  of  one  pound  of  herrings  or 
codfish,  and  one  pound  of  potatoes,  will  not  satis- 
fy for  a  day  the  cravin{|[s  of  hunger;  and  that  the 
half  a  pound  of  beef,  with  the  pittance  of  greens^ 
barley,  and  onions  all6wed,  will  be  very  little  bet- 
ter. Our  prisoners  in  your  hands,  on  such  aa 
allowance,  must  suffer  constantly  and  severely 
from  hunger.  Your  prisoners,  if  reduced  to  a  like 
allowance,  must  suffer  in  an  equal  de^^ree;  and 
yet,  repugnant  as  it  will  be  to  the  wishes  and 
feelings  of  this  Government,  if  that  course  has- 
been  determined  on  by  your  Government,  it  will 
necessarily  be  adopted  here.  I  request  your  par- 
ticular and  early  attention  to  this  case,  so  im- 
portant to  humanity,  and  shall  be  much  gratified 
if  you  are  authorized  to  make  any  arrangement 
upon  the  subject  that  may  obviate  the  suflerings^ 
on  both  sides,  which  must  ensue  by  a  system 
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which  will  deal  out  to  the  nnfortanate  pri^ners 
less  subsistence  than  is  absolutely  requisite. 

The  privations  of  these  men  are,  of  necessity, 
sufficiently  great;  let  us  avoid  increasing  thecn,  I 
entreat  you,  by  refusinjp  that  which  is  every- 
where, proverbially,  the  first  call  of  nature,  enoiigh 
to  eat,  and  the  want  of  which  sinks  deepen  into 
human  wretchedness. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

J.  MASON. 

Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  d^. 


BLAn^NSBURG,  ApHl  5, 1814. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  2d  instant  I  did  not  re- 
ceive yesterday  noon.  My  letter  to  von  of  1st  of 
February  was  drawn  up  conformablY  to  the  in- 
atructions  I  received  from  the  Commissioners.  I 
have  long  since  transmitted  to  them. a  copy  of  m^ 
letter  to  you,  and,  at  the  same  time^  communi- 
cated to  them  fully  my  sentiments  on  each  of  the 
articles  contained  in  the  cartel  of  the  12th  of  May, 
and  the  amendments  proposed.  1  think  it  proba- 
ble I  shall  receive  an  answer  in  May  pr  June.  In 
the  interim,  however,  I  hope  to  receive  your  an- 
swer to  my  letter;  indeed,  I  have  long  since  ex- 
pected it.  Under  present  circumstances,  I  cannot 
return  you  an  answer  to  the  inquiry  contained  in 
your  letter  of  the  2d  of  this  month.'  The  7th 
article  in  the  draught  of  the  cartel  sent  you  to  be 
submitted  to  the  President,  states,  *'tney  (the 
prisoners)  are  to  be  furnished  by  the  Government 
in  whose  possession  they  may  be,  with  a  subsist- 
ence of  sound  and  wholesome  provision."'  I  ac- 
knowledge the'  clause  is  vague,  and  perhap  it 
would  have  been  preferable  to  have  specified  the 
articles  and  quantity.  Yet  the  word  "subsist- 
ence," intends  a  reasonable  quantity  for  the  sup- 
port of  nature ;  and  the  words  "  sound  and  whole- 
some provision,"  certainly  designate  the  quality. 
The  precise  quantity  issued  for  each  Government 
may  readily  be  ascei^ained  through  the  respective 
agents  of  both  nations. 

You  misapi^rehend  me  when  I  state  t  inform 
you  that  it  is  intended  to  give  the  American  pris- 
oners one  pound  and  a  half  of  the  coarsest  bread 
a  day,  dbc.  By  referrinj^r  to  my  letter  of  the  Ist 
of  February,  you  will  find  I  expressed  myself  in 
the  words  toUowing:  ^U  transmit  herewith  a  ta- 
ble of  the  provisions  daily  issued  to  prisoners  in 
Qreat  Britain,  and  elsewhere  in  the  British  do- 
minions, save  in  such  places  as  the  agents  have 
adopted  the  regulations  of  the  cartel,  but  which 
will  eventaaH)[  be  countermanded."  The  quality 
of  the  bread  is  not  mentioned ;  nor  did  I  state 
that,  if  the  proposed  cartel  was  agreed  to  by  the 
President,  in  lieu  of  that  of  the  12ih  of  May,  that 
the  American  prisoners,  under  the  words  of  the 
cartel,  wonUl  receive  subsistence  precisely  con- 
formable to  the  copy  of  the  table  of  provisions 
scat  yoo*  I  beg  leave,  however,  to  say,  I  think 
it  probable,  and  for  the  reasons  given  in  my  letter 
of  the  1st  of  February. 

I  have  received  no  further  information  on  the 
subject  of  the  provisions  to  be  issued  to  pris- 
oners, since  I  wrote  you  in  February.     From 


what  Mr.  Storm  writes  you,  it  is  evident  the 
Commissioners  have  sent  orders  to  the  West  In- 
dies on  the  subject.  Lieutenant  Miller,  at  Hali- 
fax, in  his  letter  to  me  of  March,  does  not  hint 
that  he  had  received  any. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.c. 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 
General  Mason,  &c. 


B. 

Abstract  of  the  causes  assigned  by  the  British  Admi- 
ralty for  refusing  to  discharge  seamen  impressed  from 
American  vessels  into  the  naval  service  of  Great  ^t- 
ain,  calculated  to  show  the  grounds  upon  which  a 
compliance  with  the  demands  of  the  agents  of  the 
United  States  to  discharge  such  seamen  is  stated  to 
have  been  declined  on  the  part  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment 

lUfiued  to  be  dieehargedfat  tkefoU&wmg  reoiomei  pix: 

Having  no  documents. 

Born  in  England. 

Not  Americans. 

Protections  irregular. 

Regularly  exchanged  as  British  subjects. 

Ijznorant  of  America. 
,    Taken  in  enemies'  privateers. 

Voluntarily  entered,  and  received  the  bounty. 

Had  accepted  warrant  offices  in  the  British 
navy. 

Said  to  be  impostors. 

Not  answering  de6cripiions||riTen  in  protections. 

Natives  of  foreign  countries — Prussia,  Swe- 
den, dbc. 

huujffmenetf  of  documents,  viz  .• 

Protections  from  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls. 

Notarial  and  other  affidavits  made  in  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Collectors'  protections. 

Discharges  from  British  ships  of  war  as  Amer- 
ican citizens. 

Discharges  from  American  ships  of  war  as  Brit- 
ish subjects. 

Admiralty  protections. 

Forged  protections. 

Collectors'  duplicate  protections. 

Documents  from  the  Department  of  State  of 
the  United  States. 

Indentures. 

Notarial  affidavits  made  in  England. 

Marriage  certificates. 

Other  reaeone,  viz : 
Not  on  board  ships  stated. 
Deserted. 

Drowned,  or  otherwise  dead. 
Invalided. 

Sent  into  the  service  for  smujigliog. 
Said  to  be  on  board  ships  not  m  commission. 
On  board  ships  on  foreign  stations. 
Were  released  from  prison  in  Gottenburg. 
Not  knowing  where  or  in  what  ships  they  are 
serving. 
Names  of  the  ships  cannot  be  ascertained. 
Killed. 
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^GoBMpoBienee  of  Ifr.  Beaslty,  ecneernuig  ieamtn 
imprMsed  from  AoMriean  TeMels  beibce  the  oom- 
neBoemeiit  of  the  war,  and  detained  in  the  British 
aemoe.] 

Mr.  Groker  to  Mr.  Beasley. 
Admiralty  Office,  August  5,  1812. 
Sir:  Having  communicated  to  mf  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty  your  letter  of  the 
31st  ultimoi  transmitting  a  list  of  men,  said  to  be 
Americans,  who  have  been  impressed  and  de- 
tained on  l)oard  His  Majesty's  ships,  and  request- 
ing their  discharj;e,  I  have  their  Lordships'  com- 
mands to  acquaint  vou  that,  under  present  cir* 
c&mstances.  they  will  defer  the  consideration  of 
this  request.    I  am,  4c. 

J.  W.  CROKPR. 
R.  Q.  BsABiiST,  Esq. 


Sztnee  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Beaaley  to  Mr.  Monroe, 
dated 
LoNDOK,  Oct.  23, 1812^ 
I  have  informed  you  that  I  had  addressed  Lord 
Castlereagh  on  the  subject  of  our  citizens  who 
have  been  impressed,  and  are  now  held  in  the 
British  naval  service.  I  demanded  their  release, 
and  complained  of  the  treatment  which  some 
had  received  on  offering  to  give  themselves  up  as 
prisoners,  or  refusing  to  serve  when  they  heard 
of  the  war.  In  reply,  I  have  received  a  short 
note  from  Mr.  Cooke,  one  of  the  under  secreta- 
ries, staling  that  he  was  instructed  to  require  of 
me  the  names  of  the  inen  who  had  received  the 
treatment  complained  of,  and  the  vessels  in  which 
they  were ;  waich  I  immediatelv  furnished.  I 
urged  a  reply  to  the  other  part  or  my  letter.  In 
$Sk  interview  which  I  have  since  had  with  Mr. 
Cooke.  I  took  occasion  to  remind  him  of  it; 
when  he  intin^ated  that  the  Government  did  not 
intend  to  answer  me  on  that  point,  addiog,  that 
England  was  fighting  the  battles  of  the  world ; 
we  had  chosen  to  go  to  war,  and  to  aid  the  great 
enemy ;  and  that  England  had  as  much  right  to 
recruit  her  army  and  navy  in  every  possible  man- 
ner as  France. 


Eztraet  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Beaaley  to  Ldrd  Castle- 
reagh* dated 

WiMPOLB  Street,  Oct.  12, 1812. 

In  consequence  of  the  war  unhappily  existing 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  it 
has  become  my  duly  to  call  vour  Lordship's  at- 
tention to  the  situation  of  the  gfeat  number  of 
American  seamen  who  have  been  impressed, and 
are  now  held  in  the  ship^  of  war  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty. 

To  put  an  end  to  a  proceeding  aud  a  state  of 
things  so  revolting  to  humanity,  and  so  contrary 
to  the  law  and  usage  of  civilized  nations,  I  per- 
tuade  m]rself  it  is  only  necessary  to  present  them 
to  the  view  of  the  British  Government,  and  I 
therefore  trust  that  effectual  measures  will  be  im- 
mediately taken  to  restore  these  injured  men  to 
liberty  and  their  country. 


ExtiMt  of  a  letter  fioM  Mr.  Beaifey  to  Mic.  C«oiMg  «f 
the  Fenign  Offioe,  dated 

OCTOBBR  19,  1811^ 
I  beg  you  to  remind  Lord  Castlereagh  that  the 
Other  part  of  my  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  reqaeal- 
ing  the  release  of  the  American  seamen  deutiiiad 
in  the  British  service,  is  still  unanswered. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Beasley  to  Mr.  Monroe, 
dated 
LoNooN,  October  28, 1812. 
Since  writing  you  the  22d  instant,  I  have  called 
twice  at  the  Foreign  Office,  and,  I  am  happy  to 
state,  I  found^  Mr.  Cooke  more  reasonable  on  the 
subject  mentioned  in  my  last.  Indeed,  the  to»e 
and  substance  of  his  conversation  were  ao  maeh 
changed,  that  I  shall  have  little  to  complain  of 
if  followed  up  in  paetice.  In  commantcatingr  to 
you,  however,  this  apparent  change,  I  regret  to 
be  obliged  to  add,  that  within  the  last  three  or 
four  days,  many  of  our  seamen  have  been  ia- 
pressed ;  and  I  learn  that  attempts  have  been  made 
(and  in  some  instances  with  success)  to  entice 
some  who  were  confined  as  prisoners  to  enter  ieto 
British  ships  of  war  and  merchantmen. 


Mr.  Barrow  to  the  Transport  Board. 

AOMIRALTT  OPFIGB,  Feb.  25, 1813.. 

Gbktlembn:  Having  laid  before  ray  Lofds 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  your  letter  of 
the  18th  instant,  enclosing  the  copy  of  a  letter, 
together  with  the  documents  therein  referred  fe, 
from  Mr.  Beasley.  the  American  agent  for  pris- 
oners of  ^ar  in  this  country,  on  the  sobjeet  of 
certain  alleged  citizens  of  the  United  States  do* 
uined  in  His  Majesty's  service,  I  hate  it  in  ooHt- 
mand  to  signify  their  Lordships'  direetioas  to  yen 
to  acquaint  Mr.  Beasley  that  neither  now,  in  war, 
nor  before,  during  peace,  is  or  was  the  British 
Government  desirous  of  having  American  sea- 
men in  its  service;  and  that  their  LorMiipe  will 
now  dkcharge,  as  prisoners  of  war,  as  they  for- 
merly did  as  neutrals,  those  persoiM  who  ean 
adduce  aoy  sufficient  proof  of  their  being  Aoior- 
ieans. 

Yon  will  further  inform  Mr.  Beasley,  thai  all 
the  cases^tated  by  him  have  received  or  are  onder 
accnrate  examination ;  and  that  such  persons  who 
may  appear  to  be  Americans  will  be  imraeitttely 
sent  to  prison,  as  many  have  been  already, 
lam,  Ac. 

JOHN  BARROW. 

WiMPOLB  Btrezt,  March  13, 1813. 
Sir  :  I  was  duly  favored  with  yo«r  letten^of 
the  26ih  oltinto  and  6th  instant,  each  eneloaiag 
the  copy  of  a  leuer  addressed  to  the  Boaid  on  the 
preceding  day  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty.  I  regret  that 
other  engagemenU  should  have  delayed  till  now 
a  particular  notice  i>f  their  contents,  as  these  in- 
clude a  charge  against  myself  which  perhaps  re- 
quired an  earlier  refutation. 
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Ib  i1i«;  Utier  of  their  Lmrdships'  leeretary  of 
tke  5th  Mi»ttDt)  the  Board  are  directed  to  obterire 
to  me  that  the  prioted  letter  whieh  I  addressed 
to  certain  American  seamen  detained  in  the  Brit- 
ish navy,  "contains  a  statement  unfounded  in 
fsot,  for  tnat  aetther  since  the  war  with  America, 
nor  before,  have  their  Lordships  declined  to  re- 
lease American  seamen  admitted  or  prored  to  be 
such" 

It  is  not  necessary  to  my  present  purpose  to 
eater  upon  an  examination  of  their  Lordship's 
conduct  on  this  matter  before  the  war ;  although 
my  own  official  bbservation  in  numerous  eases, 
wnen  I  held  the  office  of  Consul,  wbuld  author- 
ize me  to  dbpute  even  that  part  of  their  secreta- 
ry's assertioD.   But  with  reference  to  their  Lord- 
anips'  conduct  since  the  war,  I  beg  to  remind 
them  of  their  letter  of  the  5th  August,  soon  after 
tlie  eommenoeraent  of  the  war,  in  answer  to  a 
request  made  on  the  31st  July  for  the  release  of 
eertain  impressed  American  seamen,  in  which 
their  Lordships,  going  beyond  the  mere  declining 
to  re&etse  the  men,  stated  "  that,  under  the  pres- 
ent eircamstaaces,  they  will  del^r  the  eonstaera- 
tion  of  the  reqnest  for  iheir  release  f  or,  in  other 
word^  tiiat  they  will  not,  at  present,  war  beii^ 
eommenced,  even  think  on  the  subject  of  their 
releaae.     If  further  proof  be  necessary  of  their 
Lordships  having,  as  I  stated  iii  my  printed  letter, 
declined  the  release  of  such  seamen  in  conse- 
fneneeof  the  war,  I  will  call  to  their  recollection 
a  letter  written  by  their  secretary  en  the  25th 
Aiigost^  in  answer  to  an  application  for  the  re- 
lease ol  William  Wil60o,an  impressed  Ameri- 
ean  Stained  on  board  the  Cornelia,  in  whieh 
Ikey state  that  "this  man, being  an  alien  enemv, 
miu$i€ontinMeto$erveortogotoprimmJ*  Should 
otber  oorroboration  be  wanted,  it  may  be  found  in 
tiM  long  and  marked  silence  of  the  British  €k>v- 
tmmeat  to  my  numerous  applications  again  and 
again  repeated  for  the  release  of  these  men,  see- 
ing that  It  was  not  until  the  25th  February,  nearly 
Mswta  months  after  their  Lordships  had  iiiformed 
sne  oi  their  having  deferred  the  consideration  of 
tbe  subject,  and  nearly  five  moaths  after  my 
formal  demand  made  to  Lord  Castlereagh,  that 
they  directed  the  Board  to  inform  me  of  their 
wtention  to  treat  them  as  prisoners  of  war.  And 
etea  this  was  not  done  until  eight  days  after  my 
printed  letter  in  question  appears  to  have  been  on 
their  table*    Surely  it  was  in  utter  forgetfulness 
of  all  these  circumstances  that  their  Lordships 
declafed  my  statement  unfounded  in  fact ;  for  it 
a]ipears  impossible  that  they  can,  in  the  mind  of 
any  person,  bear  a  different  interpretation  from 
that  which  I  have  given  them.     But  how  do 
these  faets  bear  on  their  Lordships'  statement  1 
iiow,  I  ask,  does  their  determination  that  Wil- 
aon,  proved  and  admitted  to  be  an  American, 
must  continue  to  serve  or  go  to  prison,  support 
tke  assertion  that  their  Lordships  have  not  de- 
clined to  release  American  seamen  admitted  or 
proved  to  be  such  ?    But,  perhaps,  in  their  Lord- 
•hipe'  view  to  send  them  irom  service  and  deten- 
tion in  ships  of  war  to  confinement  in  prisons  is 
to  release  them.    If  so,  it  is  iinnecessary  to  pur- 


sue the  subject  fuHher,  and  I  will  content  mvaelf 
with  having  vindicated  the  correctness  or  the 
statement. 

I  come  now  to  the  consideration  of  their  Lord- 
ships' purpose,  as  expressed  in  their  secretary's  let- 
ter of  the  25th  ultimo,  to  treat  as  prisoners  of  war 
the  American  seamen  who  have  been  impressed, 
and  are  held  in  the  British  service.    Taking  into 
view  the  manner  in  which  these  unfortunate  per* 
sons  came  into  the  power  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, that  their  own  rights  and  inclinations,  the 
rights  of  their  country,  the  law  of  nations,  and 
every  principle  of  justice,  were  violated  in  the 
very  act  by  which  each  of  these  men  was  brought 
within  its  power,  and  that  this  wrong  acenma- 
lates  so  long  as  any  of  them  remain  in  its  power, 
I  do  maintain  that  they  are,  en  every  ground, 
entitled  to,  and  that  the  British  Government  is 
bound  to  grant  their  immediate  and  complete  re- 
lease.   It  acquired  them  only  as  the  spoils  of  an- 
hiwful  violence.    How,  then,  can  it  retain  them 
as  the  fruits  of  lawful  war?    Its  right  of  control 
over  them  can  only  arise  from  the  lawfulness  of 
their  detention ;  but  that  which  was  unlawfully 
taken  cannot  be  rightfully  held ;  and  to  acknowl- 
edge the  pretension  to  such  control  as  their  Lord- 
ships' purpose  implies,  would  be  to  legitimatise 
the  act  by  which  they  earoe  into  their  power. 
The  British  Government  disclaims  all  right  and 
all  intention  to  take  them,  and  this  disavowal  is 
an  acknowledgment  of  its  obligation  to  restore 
them  to  the  same  condition  and  to  the  same  free- 
dom from  which  they  were  taken*    Upon  what 
grounds  is  it,  then,  that  they  are  to  be  treated  as 
prisoners  of  war  ?    Not  many  years  have  elapaed 
since  all  Europe  resounded  with  the  compliiiats 
of  Great  Britain  against  France  for  detaining  as 
prisoners  of  war  certain  British  subjects,  who, 
having  entered  the  French  territories  in  time  of 
peacO)  were  found  there  at  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war.    But  if  that  were  regarded  in  England 
as  an  oatra^e,  what  will  be  thought  of  this  de- 
tention as  prisoners  of  war  of  American  seamen, 
who,  having  been  wrongfully  takra  on  the  high 
seas,  and  forcibly  carried  into  the  British  servke 
in  time  of  peace,  are  found  tisercin,  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  a  war  doing  her  service  and  fighting 
her  battles?    The  conduct  of  France  was  at- 
tempted to  be  justified  by  certain  acts  of  Eng- 
land, which  were  alleged  to  be  equally  contrary 
to  the  law  of  nations.    But  what  justification, 
what  excuse  can  be  set  up  for  this  conduct  of 
Great  Britain  towards  the  impressed  American 
seamen  ?    What  infraction  of  the  law  of  nations, 
what  violence  or  injustice  exercised  towards 
British  subjects,  or  what  outrage  is  this  cruel 
act  to  reullatef     It  cannot  be  the  free  and 
spontaneous  permission   giveq    by  the  United 
States,  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  for 
every  British  subject  of  every  class  and  descrip- 
tion found  within  their  territories  or  in  their 
power  to  return  to  his  country  that  thb  impris- 
onment of  American  seamen  is  to  requite.   And 
surely  this  cannot  be  the  indemnification  which 
Great  Britain  offers  these  unfortnaate  men  for 
the  wrongs  which  she  has  inflicted  on  them,  or 
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the  reward  which  she  bestows  for  the  service  she 
has  received  at  their  haods. 
To  the  UDqaalified  prohibition  of  all  eorres- 
,  poodence  between  myself  and  the  impressed 
American  seamen  in  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
fleet,  so  unreservedly  stated  in  the  letter  of  their 
Loraships'  secretary  of  the  6th  instant,  I  mast 
conform,  whatever  may  be  my  feelings  and  sen- 
timents respecting  it.  The  situation  in  which 
these  unfortunate  men  and  myself  stood  tov^ards 
each  other,  appeared  not  only  to  invite  but  to  au- 
thorize a  communication  between  us.  On  their 
part  the  object  of  this  correspondence  was  to  ob- 
tain, information  and  counsel  as  to  the  proper 
manner  of  cotaducting  themselves  under  circum- 
stances the  most  difficult,  and  an  occasion  the 
most  important  and  solemn,  namely :  ^ow  to  act 
while  forcibly  held  to  service  in  ships  of  war  be- 
longing to  a  State  engaged  in  actual  hostilities 
against  their  country ;  a  situation  which  their 
own  good  sense  and  proper  feelings  taught  them 
was  aliire  incompatible  with  their  rights  and 
their  duties.  My ,  part  has  been,  %fter  having 
waited  &ve  montns  in  vain  for  a  communication 
of  their  Lordships' intentionS|  to  recommend  them, 
since  there  appeared  no  means  of  obtaining  their 
release,  to  give  themselves  up  as  prisoners  of  war; 
ao  evil  comparatively  light  to  that  which  they 
suffer.  In  other  instances  their  letters  have  re- 
lated the  rejection  of  their  offer  and  the  threats 
of  punishment ;  and  all  contain  complaints  of 
the  unexampled  hardship  of  their  situation,  How- 
ever^  as  their  Lordships  declare  that  the  British 
Government  has  no  wish  to  have  American  sea- 
men in  its  service,  they  will  no  doubt  adopt  some 
effectual  plan  to  make  known  these  sentiments 
to  all  such  seamen  now  in  its  service,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  mform  them  of  the  manner  in 
which,  if  they  desire  to  leave  it,  their  object  may 
be  accomplished.  Since  I  am  no  longer  permit- 
ted to  advise  them  in  these  matters,  such  a  pro- 
ceeding on  the  part  of  their  Lordships  becomes, 
under  all  the  circumsunces,  an  indbpensaUe 
measure  of  justice  towards  the  men,  while  it  is 
also  necessary  to  prevent  their  Lordships'  inten- 
tions on  so  momentous  a  subject  from  misinter- 
pretation. If  the  consequence  of  this  interdic- 
tion of  the  correspondaaoe  with  me  he  to  bring 
the  condition  of  these  men  more  completely  un- 
der their  Lordships'  notice,  there  will.  I  trust,  be 
less  reason  to  regret  it.  I  entreat  tneir  Lord- 
ships to  take  their  claims  into  the  most  serious 
consideration.  Their  detention  appears  to  be  the 
only  remaining  ground  of  that  unhappy  quarrel 
which  divides  the  two  countries  |  and  in  their 
immediate  release  their  Lordships  have  an  op- 
portunity, by  an  act  of  justice  and  of  magnanim- 
ity worthy  of  the  British  name,  to  bring  back 
peate,  and  to  restore  those  relations  of  honora- 
ble friendship  so  natural  and  so  beneficial  to 
both. 

I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

Albxan nsR  MoLbat,  Esq.,  dbc. 

Transport  Office. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  CommiisiDners  of  the 

Transport  Board,  in  London,  to  Reabea  G.  Beas- 

ley,  ifsq*,  agent  of  the  United  States  in  England, 

dated 

Tbanbport  Office,  May  26, 1813. 

We  have  received  your  letter  dated  the  15th 
instant,  and,  having  communicated  the  same  to 
the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralty,  we  are  instructed  by  their 
Lordships  to  inform  you  that  to  your  former  let- 
ter of  the  13th  of  March  last,  their  Lordships  did 
not  authorize  us  to  return  an  answer,  because  it 
referred  to  subjects  which  it  is  beyond  your  com- 
petency, in  the  character  of  agent  for  prisoners 
of  war,  to  discuss,  and  because,  easy  as  it  would 
have  been  to  have  completely  answered  the  mis- 
conceptions and  misstatements  of  that  letter,  it 
seemed  unnecessary  to  proceed. with  a  corres- 
pondence which  could  conduce  to  no  practical 
effect. 

On  the  subject  of  your  late  application,  we  are 
to  repeat  to  you,  that  neither  before  the  war  nor 
since  has  this  country  been  desirous  of  retaining 
in  its  service  any  bona  fide  American  cttizeoa, 
but  that  the  flagrant  and  undeniable  abases  ol 
the  official  documenu  of  American  citizenship 
(to  say  nothing  of  the  question  of  naturalizing 
British  subjects)  have  obliged  their  Lordships  to 
look  at  all  such  documents  with  the  utmost  dis- 
trust.  ' 

And  if)  from  the  similarity  of  language  and 
manners,  Bome  American  seamen  have  b^n  im- 
pressed into  His  Majesty's  service,  the  blame  is 
imputable  to  those  who  have  permitted  the  offi- 
cial documents  of  citizenship  to  be  so  proetitnted 
as  to  be  at  last  wholly  undeserving  of  any  atten- 
tion or  respect,  and  tne  British  Government  has 
always  regretted  'that  this  check  (slight  as  it 
originally  was)  has  been  so  infinitely  abused, 
ano,  finally,  so  completely  destroyed,  not  only 
for  the  sake  of  the  Americans  themselves,  who 
might  thereby  suffer  the  inconvenience  of  a  tem- 
porary detention^  but  for  that  of  the  British  offi- 
cers, who  were  thereby  rendered  still  \esM  capa- 
ble than  before  of  distini^uishing  the  persons 
whom  it  was  their  duty  to  impress. 

Their  Lordships,  for  the  reasons  already  sta- 
ted, do  not  enter  with  you  into  any  explanations 
of  the  rules  which  governed  their  conduct  on  this 
subject  before  the  war ;  but  as  far  as  regards  the 
prisoners  of  war  sent,  either  at  your  or  their  own 
request,  to  prison,  from  His  Majesty's  service, 
their  Lordships  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that 
they  have,  in  favor  of  that  first  principle  of  civ- 
ilized society,  the  allegiance  which  is  due  to  the 
land  of  a  man's  nativity,  been  anxious  to  avoid 
even  the  possibility  of  obliging  any  American  to 
fight  a^^ainst  his  country ;  and  they  have,  there- 
fore, discharged  persons  from  the  military  ser- 
vice of  this  country,  on  eyidence  of  (heir  beiag 
Americans,  which  would  not,  in  ordinary  times, 
have  been  considered  sufficient,  even  in  the  opin- 
ion and  practice  of  the  American  consulate  here, 
to  obtain  their  release.  And  it  has  happened 
that  several  persons  have,  on  their  own  aaser^ 
tions,  or  on  production  of  American  documents, 
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been  so  discharged,  of  whom  it  has  since  been 
discovered  that  they  are  natural  born  subjects  of 
His  Majesty,  and  that  such  assertions  were  false, 
or  such  documents  fraudulently  obtained. 

But  while  their  Lordships  prefer  the  risk  bf 
losin|[  the  services  of  a  British  subject  to  that  of 
oblij^ng  an  American  citizen  to  continue  in  arms 
against  his  country,  they  cannot,  on  evidence 
loose  and  unsatisfactory,  or  without  any  evidence 
at  all,  permit  such  persons  to  proceed  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  bear  arms  against  this  country. 
We  are,  therefore,  to  acquaint  you  that  persons 
discharged  to  prison  from  His  Majesty's  service, 
as  being[  Americans,  cannot  be  released,  unless, 
in  each  individual  case,  you  shall  produce  satis- 
factory proofs  that  the  person  whose  exchange 
yoti  demand,  is  a  natural  born  American  citizen. 
Whenever  such  proof  shall  be  produced,  the  per* 
800  will  be  immediately  released  from  prison, 
upon  the  usual  terms  of  exchange,  if  he  has 
been  a  volunteer  into  our  service;  or,  if  an  im- 
pressed man,  freely  and  without  restriction. 


Mr.  Boasley  to  Alexander  McLeay,  Esq.,  Secretaiy  of 
the  Transport  Board* 
Harlet  Strset,  May  29, 1813. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  letted  addressed  to 
me  by  the  Board  on  the  26th  instant,  communi- 
cating the  present  intentions  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  respecting  the  Amer- 
ican seamen  who  have  been  heretofore  detained 
in  the  British  service. 

Ill  making  those  observations  in  mv  letter  of 
the  13th  of  March  upon  this  subject,  which  their 
Lordships  consider  as  entering  upon  a  question 
beyond  mv  competency  to  discuss,  I  was  influ- 
enced solelv  by  a  sense  of  duty.  The  topic  is 
unfortunately  too  humiliating  to  be  willingly  se- 
lected ;  but  painful  as  its  consideration  was  to 
myself,  and  unwelcome  as  it  appears  to  have  been 
to  their  Lordships,  I  cannot  regret  that  I  yielded 
to  the  necessity  of  presenting  it  clearly  to  their 
view,  since  it  now  appears  that  their  Lordships 
no  longer  adhere  tq  their  detern(^ination,  that  im- 
pressed American  seamen  must  continue  to  serve 
His  Britannic  Majesty  or  go  to  prison,  to  be  re- 
leased only  as  prisoners  of  war. 

I  cannot  but  lament  that,  as  their  Lordships 
thought  it  necessary  to  allude  to  '^misconceptions 
and  misstatements,"  which  they  represent  that 
letter  to  contain,  they  did  not  take  the  trouble  to 
point  them  out,  especially  as,  in  their  opinion^ 
they  might  have  been  '^  so  easilv  answered."  1 
lament  this  the  more,  as  I  can  discover  nothing 
in  it  which  further  reflection  and  experience  do 
not  confirm. 

But  whatever  ground  their  Lordships'  letter 
affbrds  for  retorting  such  a  charge  upon  them- 
selves, I  forbear  to  notice.  If  their  Lordships  do 
see,  in  the  fraudulent  use  of  documents  of  Amer- 
ican citizenship  by  British  seamen,  any  excuse  for 
Impressing  and  detaining  American  seamen  in  the 
British  navy,  and  if  they  do  consider  such  im- 
pressment and  detention  as  only  a  temporary  in- 
convenience to  the  American  seamen,  and  if 


they  think  that  the  blame  of  all  such  impress- 
ment and  detention  is  imputable,  as  their  letter 
insinuates,  to  the  United  States,  I  should  utterly 
despair  that  our  opinions  could  ever  be  brought 
to  coincide,  and,  consequently,  that  any  practical 
^ood  could  result  from  any  effort  of  mine  to  effect 
It,  Happily,  however,  this  is  not  now  necessary. 
The  question  does  not  relate  to  the  abuse  of  doc- 
uments of  American  citizenship,  whether  result- 
ing from  forgeries  practised  here,  or  frauds  com- 
mitted in  the  United  States;  nor  is  it  essential 
to  inquire  whether  American  seamen  have  been 
taken  through  error  or  design ;  nor  whether  their 
impressment  and  detention  be  in  conformity  with 
long  and  general  practice  in  the  British  navy,  or 
contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. The  fact  is  admitted  that  American  sea- 
men have  been  impressed  and  held  in  the  service 
of  Great  Britain^  and  their  Lordships  now  de- 
clare that,  upon  satisfactory  proof  of  this  national 
character,  they  shall  be  released,  either  as  pris- 
oners of  war,  or  freely  and  without  restriction. 
The  question  then  is  as  to  the  proof. 

But,  on  entering  upon  this  question,  we  should 
not  overlook  the  very  important  consideration 
that  the  greater  number  of  these  persons  having 
been  taken  from  American  vessels,  were,  whe- 
ther they  did  or  did  not  bear  documents  or  their 
citizenship,  taken  against  the  prima  facie  evi- 
dence of  tneir  beinff  American  citizens.  They 
were  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  this  evidence 
upon  the  mere  suspicion  of  persons  interested  in 
discrediting  it,  and  they  have  been  detained  in 
the  British  service  without  anv  evidence  of  their 
being  British  subjects.  It  is  tne  British  Govern- 
tnent,  therefore,  on  which  the  burden  of  proof 
should  still  lie. 

These  unfortunate  men  are,  however,  in  the 
power  of  the  British  Government,  and  it  imposes 
this  burden  upon  them.  To  this  additional  hard- 
ship they  ti^ust  therefore  submit.  We  come, 
then,  to  its  operation. 

The  official  documents  of  American  citizenship 
are  declared  by  their  Lordships  to  be  "  wholly 
undeserving  of  any  attention  or  respect,"  and  in 
but  few  instances  has  there  been  an  opportunity 
to  obtain  any  other  evidence.  Thus,  there  re- 
mains scarcely  any  documentary  testimony  to 
offer  on  behalf  of  these  men,  and  a  verv  long  time 
must  necessarily  elapse  before  it  could  be  received 
from  America.  But.  with  respect  to  many  of 
them,  I  am  persuadedf  that  no  such  evidence  need 
be  sought ;  and,  to  delay  the  release  of  those  who 
are  clearly  Americans,  is  not,  I  trust,  now  in- 
tended by  their  Lordships. 

To  prevent,  therefore,  in  some  degree,  the 
hardships  to  which  the  measures  proposed  by 
their  Lordships  must  necessarily  subject  the  far 
greater  part  of  these  unfortunate  men,  I  would 
suggest  that  their  Lordships  should  authorize 
competent  persons  to  examine  those  who  claim 
to  be  Americans,  and  that  such  as,  in  the  ^dg- 
ment  of  these  persons,  are  bona  Jide  Americans, 
should  forthwith  be  released,  according  to  the 
terms  of  their  Lordships'  letter.  I  will  most 
readily  assist  at  such  examinations,  and  will 
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communicate  any  docaments  or  papers  in  my 
office,  which  may  be  considered  necessary  to 
facilitate  the  object.  With  regard  to  those  who 
may  not  be  able  to  satisfy  these  persons  respect- 
ing their  national  character^  I  will  cause  proper 
inquiry  to  be  made  at  the  places  to  which  they 
respectively  claim  to  belong,  and  thejr  may  be  in 
like  manner  released,  when  the  proof  which  may 
have  been  deemed  necessary  shall  be  receired. 

Their  Lordships  will  not,  I  trust,  be  withheld 
from  the  adoption  of  these  or  some  other  equally 
fair  means  of  investigating,  without  delay,  the 
claims  of  these  men  oy  any  tecbicietl  incompe- 
tency on  my  part  to  offer  such  suggestions. 
Whatever  maf  be  my  powers,  their  Lordships 
are  at  all  events  free  to  adopt  such  means  as  may 
be  equitable ;  and  for  the  desire  they  express  to 
"favor  that  which  they  consider  the  first princi- 

Jle  of  civilized  society,  the  allegiance  which  is 
ue  to  the  land  of  a  man's  nativity,"  (which 
principle  would  be  scarcely  less  violated  by  de- 
priving his  country  of  his  assistance  in  her  de- 
fence, than  by  "  obliging  him  to  fight  against  his 
country,")  I  would  fain  hope  they  will  prefer 
those  which  will  be  the  most  effectual  to  the 
end*  Nor,  I  persuiide  myself,  will  the  consider- 
ation that  the  United  States  are  now  carrying  on 
war  for  the  redress  of  the  wrong  done  in  the  de- 
tention of  these  men,  prevent  their  Lordships 
from  redressing  the  wrons  of  themselves,  not 
only  because  it  is  the  duty  of  a  State  to  remove  all 
just  ground  of  complaint,  even  on  the  part  of  an 
enemy,  but  because,  by  so  doing,  they  would,  in 
a  great  degree,  supersede  the  necessity  of  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  war. 

I  cannot  close  this  communication  without  ex- 
pressing my  anxiety  at  the  total  silence  of  their 
Lordships  respecting  the  numerous  representa- 
tions which  have  been  made  by  me  since  the 
war  of  individual  cases  of  impressment.  In  many 
of  these  cases  the  proof  has  been  such  as  should 
not  have  failed  tQ  satisfy  their  Lordships ,  even 
disposed  as  they  are  to  look  at  all  proof  in  these 
matters  with  the  utmost  distrust,  that  the  men  on 
whose  behalf  it  was  offered  are  bona  fide  Amer- 
ican citizens.  Yet  in  no  instance  have  I  heard 
,  of  any  favorable  decisions  on  their  claims.  I 
will  hope,  however,  that  the  course  which  their 
Lordships  will  adopt  may  speedily^  remove  all 
those  unfavorable  impressions,  which,  with  ev- 
ery disposition  to  ffive  them  credit  for  the  most 
just  intentions,  could  not  fail  to  result  from  this 
single  fact  that,  among  the  thousands  of  im- 
pressed men  in  the  British  navy  who  claim  to  be 
Americans,  I  have  not  heard  of  one  man  who 
has  been  freely  released  and  permitted  to  return 
to  his  country  since  the  commencement  of  hos- 
tilities. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

Alexander  McLeat,  Esq.,  &c. 

Mr.  Beasley  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

London,  June  10, 1813. 
,    Sir:  The  numerous  instances  of  hardships  im- 
posed on  AjMiiean  citixens   by  impressment, 


which  came  under  my  observation  when  I  held 
the  office  of  Consul,  could  not  fail  to  make  a 
deep  impression  on  my  mind.    I  therefore  availed 
myself  of  the  earliest  opportunity  to  addreas  the 
British  Government  on  the  subject    If  any  in- 
centive had  been  wanting  to  this  step,  I  should 
havd  found  it  in  the  Aany  communicauons  which 
I  daily  received  from  those  unfortunate  persons; 
all  asking  advice,  and  some  complaining  of  acts 
of  cruelty  by  British  officers,  because  having  heard 
of  the  war  they  refused  to  do  service.    Selying 
on  the  justice  and  magnanimity  of  the  BritisE 
Government  I  considered  it  would,  be  an  insult 
to  demand  redress,  or  even  to  remonstrate;  I 
therefore  contented  myself,  as  you  will  have  seen 
by  my  letter  to  Lord  Castlereagh  on  the  subject, 
with  merely  representing  the  facts.    But  if  my 
confidence  was  great,  so  has  been  my  disappoint- 
ment; for  an,  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  13th 
October  was  not  returned  until  the  26th  May^ 
notwithstanding  I  had  frequently  called  it  to  the 
attention  of  the  Government.    And  it  appears  I 
owe  this  answer  to  the  following  circumstance : 
After  bavins  waited  so  many  months  for  the  sen- 
timents of  the  Government  on  a  topic  tarolrio^ 
the  happiness  of  thousands  of  my  countrymen,  I 
was  induced,  as  the  season  was  near  at  hand 
when  many  ships  would  proceed  to  foreign  sta- 
tions, to  issue  a  circular  in  answer  to  the  nume- 
rous letters  which  I  had  received  in  the  interval, 
stating  that  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  having 
declined  to  release  American  citizens  who  had 
been  impressed,  there  appeared  to  he  oo  other 
eourae  than  to  give  themselves  up  as  prisoners  of 
^ar*    Not  many  of  these  letters  reached  the  par- 
ties before  I  was  informed  that  "  I  must  not  cor- 
respond with  persons  in  His  Majesty's  fleet;  an^ 
that  my  circular  contained  a  statement  unfuunded 
in  fact,  for  neither  before  the  war  nor  since  had 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  declined  to  release 
Americans  admitted  or  proved  to  be  such."    My 
letter  of  the  13th  March  contains  my  sentiments 
on  these  two  points ;  on  the  latter  I  have  proved 
the  correctness  of  my  statement  by  letters  from 
under  their  Secretary's  own  hand.'   In  their  re- 
ply of  the  26th  *May,  they  say,  easy  as  it  would 
haire  been  to  have  completely  answered  the  mis- 
conceptions and  misstatements  of  that  letter,  they 
decline  doing  so,  because  it  refers  to  subjects 
which  it  is  beyond  my  competency,  in  the  char- 
acter of  agent  for  prisoners  of  war,  to  discuss. 
And  they  repeat,  ^  that  neither  before  the  war  nor 
since  has  this  country  been  desirous  of  retaining 
in  its  service  any  bona  fide  American  citizens;" 
that,  at  the  same  time,  they  cannot,  on  evidence 
loose  and  unsatisfactory,  or  without  any  evidence 
at  all,  permit  persons  to  proceed  to  uie  United 
States  to  bear  arms  against  this  country;  that, 
therefore,  those  who  have  been  discharged  £rom 
His  Majesty's  service  to  prison  as  being  Ameri- 
cans, caanot  be  released  unless,  in  each  individual 
case,  satisfactory  proof  shall  be  produced  that  the 
person  whose  release  is  demanded  is  a  natural 
bora  American  citizen;  and  that,  when  such 
proof  shall  be  produced,  he  will  be  immediately 
released  from  prison  upon  the  usual  terma  of  ax- 
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eh8Dg«/if  he  haa  been  a  rolnnteerf  or,  if  an  hn- 
preseed  maD,  freely  and  without  restriotion. 

To  prevent,  in  some  degree,  the  hardships  of 
the  measure  thus  proposed,  I  suggested  in  myr 
letter  of  the  29th  May,  that  they  *'  would  author- 
ize competent  persons  to  examine  those  who  claim 
to  he  Americans,  and  that  such  as,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  these  persons,  are  bonajide  Ameneans, 
shonld  be  foruiwtth  released  according  to  the 
terms  of  their  letter^"  I  offered  to  assist  at  such 
enaimtions,  and  to  communicate  any  docu- 
ments or  papers  in  my  possession  that  might  be 
considered  necessary  to  facilitate  the  object :  and, 
with  regard  to  thos^  who  might  not  be  able  to 
satisfy  theee  persons  respecting  their  national 
character,  I  would  cause  proper  inquiry  to  be 
made  tt  the  places  to  which  they  respectively 
claim  to  belong  concerning  the  truth  of  their  al- 
legttion&  that  they  might,  in  like  manner,  be  re- 
laesed  wnen  the  proofs  Which  might  have  been 
deemed  neeessary  should  be  received. 

To  this  proposition  I  have  just  received  their 
tnswer,  stating  "that  they  have  nothing  to  add 
to  their  former  communications  on  this'sobject,  by 
which  they  mean  to  abide." 

Now,  that  you  may  know  what  value  to  place 
on  the  repeated  assurances  contained  in  that  com- 
mimieation,  I  beg  to  state  that,  since  the  9th  of 
Mtrch  last,  I  have  transmiued  doeuoienta  (mafoy 
of  which  cama  authenticated  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State)  on  behalf  of  one  hundred  and 
lixty-five  persons,  impressed  and  detained  on 
board  of  British  ships,  and  that  they  have  not 
thoogiit  proper  to  notice  a -single  case* 

wbat  a  prospect  for  those  unlbrtnnate  men — 
to  linger  in  prison^  or  to  fight  against  their  coun- 
ty !  Thia  is  literally  their  unhappy  lot ;  fot  it  fs 
iasolting  to  talk  any  longer  of  evidence,  whes  it 
is  manifest  that  none  that  could  be  produced 
would  be  found  satisfactory;  when  they  refuse 
even  to  examine  the  cases  {  and  when  the  rt^y 
language  the  victims  speak  is  considered  prima 
facte  evidence  against  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.  dbc., 

R.  O.  BBABLBY. 

Hon.  Jaubb  MaNmyB,  f<e^ 

Extract— Mr.  Beasley  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

LoNDOU ,  Julf  5, 1813* 
llolwithaiattdiDg  the  fair  promises  oiade  some 
time  ago  relative  to  our  citizens  who  had  been 
impressed,  there  ia  scarcely  an  instance  of  a  d»> 
mrge  froad  the  prison-ships. 

Mx;  Beasley  to  Mr.  Croker. 

No.  65,  Harlbt  Stabbt, 
Julf  13, 1613. 
Sim:  I  transmit  herewith  tliecopy  of  an  appli* 
cation  which  I  made  to  the  Transport  Board,  on 
behalf  of  Jonathan  Bigelow,  the  bearer  hereof. 
an  impressed  American  seaman,  as  also  of  the 
tnswer  I  iMve  received. 

I  now  transmit  docnoaeBta  ia  proof  of  his  being 
tm  Amerieaa,  aa  mentioned  on  the  other  tide, 


and  I  have  to  request  that  he  may  W  discharged 
from  His  Britannic  Majesty's  service,  in  con- 
formity to  the  determination  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty  respecting  American 
seamen,  as  communicated  to  me  by  the  Trans- 
port Board  in  their  letter  of  20th  April  last. 
I  am,  sir,  dbc., 

R.  a.  BEASLEY. 
J.  W.  Crokbr,  Esq.,  AdnwraUy  Offict, 
Certificate  of  his  birth  granted  by  the  town 
clerk  of  the  place  wherein  he  was  born ;  certifi- 
cate of  his  parents  being  inhabitants  of  said  place, 
authenticated  by  a  notary  public ;  and  a  protec- 
tion granted  by  the  collector  of  the  district  of 
Penobscot,  dated  23d  May.  1810. 

Mr.  BanoW  to  Mr.  Beasley. 
Admiralty  Opficb,  Jtify  14^  1813. 
Sir  :  Having  laid  befbre  my  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Admiralty  your  letter  of  Yester- 
day^s  date  and  its  enclosures,  requesting  tne  dis- 
charge of  Jonathan  Bigelow^  an  American,  be- 
longing to  His  Majesty's  ship  Cornelia,  I  have 
their  Lordships'  commands  to  acquaint  you  this 
man  must  join  his  ship,  in  ord^r  that  the  neces- 
sary inquiries  may  be  made  into  his  case.      I 
herewith  return  the  documents,  and  am,  sir,  dbc. 
JOHN  BARROW. 


London^  September  1, 1813. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  atuntton  to  the 
case  of  Jonathan  Bigelow,  an  American  seaman, 
who  was  impressed  into  the  British  service  in 
the  year  1807,  and  ins  been  held  therein  ever 
since.  In  the  tnonth  of  Joly  last,  this  aaan  being 
then  on  leave  of  absence  from  tke  Cornelia,  ap- 
plied to  me  to  procure  his  discharge  from  that 
ship.  I  made  a  request  to  that  dEeet  to  the 
Traiuport  Board,  informing  them  that  I  had  ex- 
amined him,  was  satisfied  he^was  an  American 
citizen,  and  that  I  had  documents  in  my  posses- 
sion, proving  that  he  was  a  native  of  Boston,  in 
the  State  of  Massaehusetta.  To  this  I  received 
an  answer,  stating  that  that  Board  had  no  au- 
thority to  discharge  him,  but  that  the  documents 
referred  to  should  be  submitted  to  the  Lords  Com^ 
missioners  of  the  Admiralty,  and  that,  in  the 
meanome,  he  mxut  rejoin  bis  ship  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  leave,  or  otherwise  he  would  be  liable 
to  be  apprehended  as  a  deserter.  I  immediately, 
made  an  applicatiop  to  the  Admiralty,  of  whicb 
I  tranamit  herewith  a  copy,  and  received  an  an- 
swer, a  copy  of  which  is  also  enclosed,  stating 
that  he  must  join  bis  ship,  in  order  that  the  ne- 
cessary iaquirie^  might  be  made  iato  his  case. 
Having  no  means,  at  that  time,  of  sending  htm 
immediately  to  the  United  Sutes,  and  being  fear- 
ful that  he  might  be  apprehended  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  leave  and  treated  harshly,  besides  be- 
ing considered  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  I  consented 
to  his  rettnroing  to  the  ship  aecordiiigly.  Hear- 
ing from  the  man,  after  having  returned  to  the 
service,  that  no  steps  had  been  taken  in  his  case, 
bat  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  had  been  draughted 
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to  serre  iD  another  ship,  I  again  addressed  a  let- 
ter to  th^  Lbrds  of  the  Admiralty,  recalling  his 
case  to  their  consideration,  tind  repeating  my  re- 
quest that  he  might  be  discharged.  To  this  I 
have  vet  received  no  answer,  and  I  have  just  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  man  himself,  stating  that 
the  Cydnus,  to  which  ship  he  has  been  draughted, 
is  on  the  point  of  sailing  fo|  the  West  Indies. 

In  this  extraordinary  case,  I  would  particularly 
call  your  attention  to  the  circumstance  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  desiring,  after  being  put 
in  possession  of  the  documents  transmitted  in 
proof  of  his  American  nativity,  that  he  should 
return  to  the  British  service,  lor  the  purpose,  \l 
was  alleged,  of  making  the  necessary  inquiries 
into  his  case;  their  having  since  taken  no^ notice 
of  it  whatever,  even  after  my  renewed  request,  is 
a  clear  proof  that  his  discbarge  was  not  intended, 
even  should  the  result  of  inquiry  respectjnj^  him 
be  the  most  satisfactory,  and  that  that  motive  for 
desiring  his  return  was  assigned  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  again  obtaining  possession  of  him. 

By  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  the  Transport 
Board  on  the  26th  of  May  last,  a  copy  of  which  I 
had  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  same  time 
ago,  the  British  Government  engaged  that  per- 
sons discharged  to  prison  from  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  service  as  being  Americans,  upon  my 
producing  satisfactory  proofs  that  they  were  natu- 
ral born  Americans,  should  be  immediately  re- 
leased from  prison,  upon  the  usual  terms  of  ex- 
change, if  they  had  volunteered  into  the  service, 
or,  if  impressed  men,  freely  and  without  restric- 
tion. The  case  of  Bigelow,  and  the  fact  that,  in 
the  months  of  March  and  April  last,  I  transmit* 
ted  documents  and  made  representatidns  in  behalf 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  unfortunate  per- 
sons, without  having  yet  ever  received  a  reply  to 
any  one  case,  must  convince  even  those  best  in- 
clined to  believe  it,  how  little  the  practice  of  the 
British  Government  accords  with  its  profession 
in  favor  of  impressed  American  seamen. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

Hod.  Jambs  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  R.  G.  Beasleyto  John  Mason, 
Esq.,  dated 
London,  November  25, 18l£ 
I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  a-correspondenee 
which  I  have  lately  had  with  the  Transport 
Board,  relative  to  some  seamen  who  have  been 
surrendered  to  prison,  as  Americans,  from  British 
ships  of  war,  frona  which  you  will  perceive  the 
little  prospect  which  the  manv  unfortunate  men, 
in  the  same  situation,  have  of  being  released  on 
documentary  evidence.  I  shall,  nevertheless,  con- 
tinue my  exertions  in  their  behalf. 

Mr.  Beasley  to  Mr.  McLeay. 

Sbpt£mb|:r  18, 1813. 
I  have  to  recall  to  the  consideratiou  of  the 
Board  the  cases  of  several  persons,  claiming  to 
be  American  citizens,  on  whose  behalf  I  trans- 
mitted particular  statements  and  evidence  some 


time  ago,  namely,  ou  the  9th  of  March  last,  on 
behalf  of  ninety-five  persons,  on  the  7th  of  April, 
on  behalf  of  thirty,  and,  on  the  24th  of  April,  of 
forty  persons.  The  only  information  which  I 
have  received  from  the  Board,  relative  to  them, 
is  obtained  from  the  lists  of  American  prisoners 
which  have  been  transmitted  to  me  \  from  whicb 
it  appears  that  some  of  those  persons  have  been 
discharged  from  the  British  service  as  Americans^ 
and  sent  to  prison ;  some  of  them,  however,  are 
still  cotnpelled  to  remain  in  the  service.  I  have, 
therefore,  now  to  request  that  such  of  these  per- 
sons, and  those  who  have  been  discharged  to 
prison,  whose  claims  to  be  American  citizens  ap- 
pear to  be  well  founded,  may  be  immediately 
discharged,  and  allowed  to  return  to  the  United 
States. 

I  transmit  herewith  particular  statements  and 
evidence  relative  to  nineteen  seamen  who  have 
been  discharged  from  British  ships  of  war.  and 
are  now  confined  on  board  the  prison-ship  Nas- 
sau at  Chatham ;  and^  us  the  evidence  of  their 
being  Americans  must,  I  conceive,  1)e  considered 
quite  satisfactory,  I  trust  there  will  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  granting  their  release  in  conformity  to 
the  assurance  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 
26th  of  May  last.  .  I  am,  sir,  d;c. 

R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

Alexander  McLsat,  Esq., 

TrmBpori  Office. 

Copy  of  the  statement  made  on  behalf  of  WiUiam 
Dews,  one  of  the  nineteen  seamen  before  mentioned. 
It  appears  from  the  books  of  the  American  con- 
sulate office  at  London,  that,  in  October,  1809, 
this  man  was  ordered  by  the  Lords  Commission- 
ers of  the  Admiralty  to  be  discharged,  as  a» 
American,  from  the  Princess  of  Orange ;  the  pro- 
tection herewith  transmitted  is  the  same  which 
was  at  that  time  offered  on  his  behalf  by  the 
Consuls 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  McLeay  to  Mr.  Beaaley. 

Transport  Office,  Oct.  20, 1813. 
Sir:  I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  Com- 
missioners for  the  transport  service,  ^.,  yoar 
letter  of  the  18th  ultimo,  with  its  enelosorea, 
claiming  the  release  of  nineteen  American  aen- 
men,  represented  to  -have  been  discharged  from 
British  ships  of  war.  and  to  be  now  confined  as 
prisoners  of  war  on  board  the  Nas^u  prison-ahip 
at  Chatham ;  and,  in  repljr,  am  commanded  to 
acquaint  you,  that  your  said  application  having 
been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  right 
honorable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, their  Lordships  have  directed  the  Board 
to  acquaint  you  that  William  Dews,  one  of  the 
persons  in  question,  was  not  discharged  in  1809, 
as  represented ;  that  he  was  not  again  impressed 
as  represented ;  and  that  his  documents,  as  well 
as  all  the  others,  excepting  Brainard's,'  (whose 
release  was  ordered  on  the  25th  ultimo,)  nre  of 
that  desoription  which  have  been  so  notoriously 
fraudulent,  that  their  Lordships  do  not  feel  satis- 
fied in  paving  «ny  attention  to  them ;  and  that 
they  therefore  cannot,  without  satisiketory  proof 
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release,  as  Amerioans,  persons  who  have  been 
lately  servioff  in  His  Majesty's  ships. 

I  hare  the  nonor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant 

ALEX.  McLEAY,  Secretary. 

R.  Q.  BfiASLBT,  Esq^  &c. 


Commodore  Rodgeris  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy* 

U.  S.  Priqate  President, 
Boetorif  Jan.  14, 1813. 

Sir:  Herewith  you  will  receive  two  muster- 
books  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  vessels  Moselle 
and  Sappho,  found  on  board  the  British  packet 
Swallow. 

As  the  British  have  always  denied  that  they 
retained  od  board  their  ships  of  war  American 
citizens,  knowing  them  to  be  such,  I  send  you  the 
enclosed,  as  a  public  document  of  their  own,  to 
prove  how  illy  such  an  assertion  accords  with 
their  practice. 

It  will  appear  by  these  two  muster-books  that 
so  Uteas  August  last,  about  an  eighth  part  of 
the  Moselle  and  Sappho's  crews  were  Ameri- 
cans; consequently,  if  there  is  only  a  quarter 
part  of  that  proportion  on  board  their  other  ves- 
sels, that  they  have  an  infinitely  greater  number 
of  Americans  in  th«ir  service  than  any  Ameri- 
can has  yet  had  an  idea  of. 

Any  further  comment  of  mine  on  this  subject 
I  consider  unnecessaryj^  as  the  enclosed  docu- 
ments speak  but  too  plainly  for  themselves. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  re- 
spect, sir,  your  Obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS. 
.  The  Hon.  Paul  Hamilton, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


[Correspondence  between  General  Taylor  and  Cap' 
iam  Barrie,  coneeminff  James  Balfour,  an  im^ 
pressed  seaman  on  board  the  Dragon!] 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Taylor  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War. 

HEADaUARTERS,  NORFOLK, 

Nwmber  15, 1813. 

Herewith  I  transmit  copies  of  a  letter  ad- 
dressed by^  me  to  the  officer  commanding  the 
enemy's  squadron  in  Lynnhaven,  and  of  Captain 
BarTtrs  reply,  on  the  subject  of  an  American  on 
board  the  Dragon,  James  Balfour. 

This  man  has  been  twice  impressed  into  the 
British  service,  and  has  been  the  last  time  de- 
tained some  years. 
I  have,  dbc. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  General  Taylor  to  Captain 
Barrie.' 

Headquarters,  Norfolk, 
November  15, 1813. 
Sir:  Major  Somervilie,  of  Maryland,  trans- 
mitted to  me,  a  few  days  ago,  a  letter  from  Jamea 
Balfour,  now  on  board  your  ship,  to  Robert 


Brough ;  which  letter,  he  stated,  had  been  girea 
to  him  by  you,  accompanied  h^  your  assurance 
''that  the  man  would  be  immediately  released  on 
his  procuring  satisfactory  evidence  of  his  birth- 
place." 

I  now  transmit  to  you  such  affidavits  as  I  pre-* 
sume  will  be  entirely  satisfactory.  I  will  vouch 
to  you,  sir,  for  the  veracity  and  respectability  of 
the  persons  who  make  them ;  and  you  will  have 
the  best  opportunity  of  testing  th^m  by  inquiry 
of  the  man  himself,  of  the  facts  stated  in  them, 
which,  if  not  true,  he  cannot  corroborate,  as  there 
has  been  no  means  of  concert  between  hiiA  Rnd 
the  persons  making  them. 

Captain  Myers,  who  will  have  the  honor  to 
deliver  this,  is  accompanied  by  a  person  to  iden- 
tify Balfour. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  letter  without  express- 
ing my  sense  of  the  candor  and  liberality  with 
which  you  have  acted  in  this  affiiir,  and  offering 
you  the  assurance  of  my  perfect  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ROBERT  B.  TAYLOR, 

Brigadier  General. 

The  Senior  Officer,  dtc. 

CoDy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Robert  Barrie,  of  His 
dritamiic  Majesty's  ship  Dragon,  to  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Robert  Taylor. 

Ltnnhaven  Bat,  Noo.  20, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  hobor  to  acknowlege  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  with  its 
enclosures,  relative  to  the  identity  of  James  Bal- 
four. 

Major  Somervilie  must  have  misunderstood 
my  meaning,  when  he  stated  me  to  have  assured 
him,  ^^  that  the  man  would  be  immediately  re- 
leased, on  his  procuring  satisfactory  evidence  of 
hia  birth-place."  What  I  intended  the  Major  to 
understand,  was,  that  on  his  procuring  the  neces- 
sary evidence  I  would  discharge  the  man  from 
the  service,  but  as  to  granting  his  unconditional 
release,  it  is  beyond  my  power.  If  it  were  not, 
your  testimony  of  the  respectability  of  the  par- 
ties who  have  made  the  affidavits  of  Balfour^ 
citizenship  would  be  sufficient  evidence  with  me 
to  order  his  discharge  immediately. 

I  represented  this  man's  case  to  my  superior 
offieer  in  March  last.  His  reply  I  have  showa 
to  Captain  Myers,  in  which  I  am  directed  to  dis- 
pose (H  all  persons  in  Balfour's  situation  as  prta- 
oners  of  war.  All  I  can  therefore  do,  is  to  send 
the  man  to  Bermuda  as  a  prisoner.  I  will  also 
forward  the  documents  you  have  handed  me  to 
my  superior  officer  there,  accompanied  by  my 
conviction  that  Balfour  is  an  American,  and  I 
will  write  to  Sir  John  Warren  to  request  that  he 
will  order  Balfour  to  be  released,  or  at  least  ad- 
mitted to  parole,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  will 
comply  with  my  request. 

I  beg  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  always  feel 
great  satisfaction  in  giving  you  every  proof  of 
my  respectful  consideration. 

ROBERT  BARRIE. 

Brigadier  General  Taylor,  dl&c. 
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Wffirr  AND  MANNER  IN  WHICH  THE  WAR 
16  WAGED  BY  THE  ENEMY. 

[Commanioaled  to  the  Houae,  July  81,  1813.] 
Mr.  Macon,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  that  part  of  the  President's  Message 
*' which  relates  to  the  spirit  and  manner  in  which 
the  war  had  be^n  waged  by  the  enemy,"  made  (he 
folio  wing  report: 

That  they  have  collected  and  arranged  all  the 
testimony  on  this  subject  which  could,  at  this 
time,  be  procured.  This  testimony  is  submitted 
to  the  consideration  6f  the  House,  arranged  under 
the  following  heads : 

First.  Bad  treatment  of  American  prisoners. 
Second.  Detention  of  American  prisoners  as 
British  subjects,  on  the  plea  of  nativity  in  the  do- 
minions of  Britain,  or  of  naturalization. 

Third.  Detention  of  mariners,  as  prisoners  of 
war,  who  were  in  England  when  the  war  was 
declared. 

Fourth.  Compulsory  service  of  Impressed  Ame- 
rican seamen  on  board  British  ships-of-warr 
Fifth*  Violation  of  flags  of  truce. 
Sixth.  Ransom  of  American  prisoners  from  In* 
dians  in  the  British  servi«e. 

Seventh.  Pillage  and  destruction  of  private 
property  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  in  the 
neighboring  country. 

Eighth.  Massacre  and  burning  of  American 
prisoners  surrendered  to  officers  of  Great  Britain, 
by  Indians  in  the  British  service.  Abandonment 
of  the  remains  of  Americans  killed  in  battle,  or 
murdered  after  the  surrender  to  the  British.  The 
^illa^e  and  shooting  of  American  citizens,  and  the 
burning  of  their  houses,  after  surrender  to  Che 
British  under  the  guarantee  of  protection. 
Ninth.  Outrages  at  Hampton,  in  Virginia. 
The  evidence  under  the  first  head  demonstrates 
that  the  British  €k>vernment  has  adopted  a.  rigor 
0|f  regulatioin  unfriendly  to  the  comfort,  and  ap-^ 
jiarentJjr  unnecessary  to  the  safe  keeping,  of  Ame* 
rican  prisoners,  generally.  It  shows, also,  insunees 
of  a  departure  from  the  customary  rules  c^  war,  by 
the  selection  and  confinement  in  close  prisons  of 
parttcubu  persons^  aftd  the  transportation  of  them, 
m  undefined  causes,  from  the  ports  of  the  British 
colonies  to  the  island  of  Great  Britaini 

The  evident^  under  the  second  head  establishes 
the  fact,  that,  however  the  practice  of  detaining 
American  citizens  as  British  subjects  may  be  re- 
nrded  as  to  the  principle  it  involves,  that  such 
ietentions  continue  to  occur,  through  the  agettey 
•f  the  naval  and  other  commanders  of  that  Gh>v- 
ernment.  It  proves,  too,  that,  however  unwilling 
to  allow  other  nations  to  naturalise  her  sul^ects, 
Great  Britain  is  disposed  to  enforce  the  obligation 
entered  into  by  their  citizens,  when  naturalized 
under  her  own  laws.  This  practice,  even  sup- 
posing the  release  of  every  person  thus  detained, 
obviously  subjects  our  captured  citizens,  upon 
mere  suspicion,  to  hardships  and  perils  from  which 
they  ought  to  be  exempt,  according  to  the  estab- 
lished rules  in  relation  to  prisoners  of  war. 

'the  evidence  under  the  third  head  shows  that, 
while  all  other  American  citizens  were  permitted! 


to  depart  within  a  reasonable  time  af^er  the  dec- 
laration of  war,  all  mariners  who  were  in  the 
dominions  of  Great  Britain,  whether  they  resort- 
ed to  her  ports,  in  time  of  peace,  for  lawful  pur- 
poses, or  were  forced  into  them  under  the  pretence 
of  illegal  commerce,  are  considered  prisoners  of 
war.  The  injustice  of  this  exception  is  not  more 
apparent  than  the  jealousy  It  discloses  towards 
that  useful  class  of  our  fellow-citizens.  But  the 
coitamittee  can  but  remark,  that,  if  the  practice 
of  hiring  American  seamen  to  navigate  British 
vessels  is  generally  adopted  and  authorized,  and 
that  it  is  sufi*ered  appears  from  the  advertisement 
of  Gkorge  Maude,  the  British  agent  at  Port  RoyaL 
which  is  to  be  found  with  the  testimony  collected 
under  the  first  head,  that  the  naval  strength  of 
that  empire  will  be  increased  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  our  seamen  in  bondage.  The  present 
war  having  changed  the  relation  of  the  two  coun- 
tries, the  pretended  right  of  impressment  can  no 
longer  be  exercised,  but  the  same  end  may  be  ac- 
complished by  the  substitution  of  this  mode.  Ev- 
ery seaman  thus  employed  (the  terms  of  whose 
engagement  have  not  been  ascertained)  increases 
the  nnval  strength  of  the  enemjrj  not  only  by  de- 
priving th6  United  States  of  his  active  services, 
but  by  enabling  Great  Britain  to  carry  on,  and 
even  esttend,  her  commerce,  without  diminislunff 
the  number  of  sailors  employed  in  her  vessels  of 
war. 

The  testimony  collected  under  the  fourth  head 
proves,  that  it  is  the  ordinairy  practice  of  the  offi- 
cers of  British  armed  vessels  to  force  impressed 
Americans  to  serve  against  their  country  by 
threats,  by  corporal  punishment,  and  even  by  the 
fear  of  immediate  execution — an  instructing  com- 
mentary upon  the  professions  of  the  Gbvernment 
of  its  readiness  to  release  impressed  American 
seamen,  found  on  board  ships  of  war. 

On  the  evidence  collected  under  the  fifth  head 
it  is  only  necessary  to  observe,  that,  in  one  case, 
(the  case  of  Dr.  McEeeban,)  the  enormity  is  in- 
creased by  the  circumstance  of  the  flag  being  di- 
vested of  everything  of  a  hostile  character,  hairing 
solely  for  its  object  the  relief  of  the  wounded  and 
suflertng  prisoners  who  ware  tnken  at  the  river 
Raisin  on  the  28d  January,  1613.  The  treatment 
of  Dr,  McKeehan,  not  by  the  allies  of  Britain,  Vit 
by  the  officers  of  her  army,  can  Only  be  rationiaUy 
accounted  for  by  the  supposition,  that  it  wms  con- 
sidered ^ood  policy  to  deter  American  surgeons 
fVom  going  to  the  relief  of  their  countryman,  as 
the  Indian  surgeons  had  a  more  speedy  and  eiec- 
tual  mode  of  relieving  their  sufferings. 

The  evidence  respecting  the  ransom  of  Ameri- 
can prisoners  from  Indians,  collected  under  the 
sixth  head,  deserves  attention,  principally  from 
the  policy  it  indicates,  and  as  it  is  connected  with 
Indian  cruelties.  Considering  the  ravages  as  an 
auxiliary  military  force  in  the  pay  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, the  amount  of  ransom  may  be  regarded  as 
part  of  their  stipulated  compensation  for  military 
service ;  and.  as  ransoms  would  be  increased,  and 
their  value  enhanced,  b^  the  terror  inspired  by  the 
most  shocking  barbariues,  it  may  be  fairly  eon- 
dttded,  wbate? er  may  be  the  inttntion  ^  the 
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British  GoverDmeDt,  that  the  practice  of  redeem- 
ing captives  bf  pecaQiary  means  will  be  occa- 
sioBally  qoieken^,  by  the  butchery  of  our  fellow- 
ettizeDs,aod  by  indignities  offered  to  their  remains, 
as  long  as  the  Indians  are  employed  by  the  enemy. 
The  justice  of  this  conelosion  is  confirmed  by  tiie 
testimony  of  those  witnesses  who  were  retained 
after  ransom  as  prisoners  of  war. 

The  testimony  collected  under  the  sei^enth  head 
shows,  that  the  private  property  of  unarmed  citi- 
zens has  been  pillaged  by  the  officers  and  crews 
of  the  British  vessels  of  war  on  our  coast,  their 
houses  burnt,  and  places  of  public  worship  muti- 
lated and  defiled.  It  appc-ars  that  the  officers, 
animated  by  the  presence  of  Admiral  Cockburn, 
particularly  distinguished  themselves  in  these  ex- 
ploits. This  evidence  proves,  that  they  were  gov- 
erned by  the  combined  motives  of  avarice  and 
lereugey  not  satisfied  with  bearing  ofi^  for  their 
own  convenience,  the  valuable  articles  found,  the 
others,  which  furnished  no  allurements  to  their 
cupidity,  were  wantonly  defaced  and  destroyed. 
It  has  been  alleged,  in  palliation  of  these  acts  of 
wanton  crueltv,  that  a  flag  sent  oh  shore  hy  the 
Admiral  was  nred  upon  by  Ihe  American  militia. 
The  evidence  proves  this  not  to  have  been  the 
itet.  This  pretence  has  been  resorted  to  only 
to  excuse  conduct  which  no  circumstances  can 
justify. 

The  committee  forbear  to  make  any  observa- 
tions upoii  the  testimony  collected  under  the  eighth 
head)  from  a  perfect  conviction  that  no  person  of 
this  or  any  other  nation  can  read  the  simple  nar- 
rative of  the  different  witnesses  of  the  grossest 
violations  of  honor,  justice,  and  humanity,  with- 
out the  strongest  emotions  of  indignation  and  hor-* 
ror.  That  these  outrages  were  perpetrated  by 
Indians  is  neither  palliation  nor  excuse.  Bvery 
eivilized  nation  is  answerable  for  the  conduct  of 
the  allies  under  their  command,  and,  while  they 
partake  of  the  advantaffes  of  their  successes,  they 
are  equally  partakers  of  the  odium  of  their  crimes. 
The  British  forces  concerned  in  the  affair  of  the 
22d,  at  the  river  Raisin,  are  tnore  deeply  impli- 
cated in  the  infamy  of  these  transactions  than  by 
this  mode  of  reasoning,  however  correct.  The 
massacre  of  th?  23d  January,  after  the  capitula- 
tion, was  perpetrated  without  any  exertion  on 
their  part  to  prevent  it ;  indeed,  it  is  apparent, 
from  all  the  circumstances,  that,  if  the  British 
officers  did  not  connive  at  their  destruction,  they 
were  criminally  indifferent  about  the  fate  of  the 
wounded  prisoners.  But  what  marks  more  strongly 
the  degradation  of  the  character  of  the  British  sol- 
diers is,  the  refusal  of  the  last  offices  of  humanity 
to  the  bodies  of  the  dead.  The  bodies  of  our  coun- 
trymen were  exposed  to  every  indignity,  and  be- 
came food  for  brutes,  in  the  sight  of  men  who 
affect  a  sacred  re^rd  to  the  dictates  of  honor  and 
religion.  Low,  indeed,  is  the  character  of  that 
army  which  is  reduced  to  the  confession  that  their 
savage  auxiliaries  will  not  permit  them  to  perform 
the  ntes  of  sepulture  to  the  slain.  The  committee 
have  not  been  able  to  discover  even  the  expression 
of  that  detestation  which  such  conduct  must  in- 
spire from  the  military  or  civil  authority  on  the 
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Canadian  frontier,  unless  such  detestation  is  to  be 
presumecl  from  the  choice  of  an  Indian  trophy  as 
an  ornament  for  the  legislative  hall  of  Upper 
Canada. 

The  committee  have  considered  it  their  dutv 
to  submit  the  .evidence  collected  under  the  nintn 
head  of  the  atrocities  committed  at  Hampton,  al- 
though these  enormities  have  been  committed 
since  their  appointment.  These  barbarities  may 
be  rationally  considered  as  the  consequence  of  the 
example  set  by  the  officers  of  the  naval  force  on 
our  coast.  Human  turpitude  is  always  progress- 
ive, and  soldiers  are  prepared  for  the  perpetration 
of  the  most  dreadful  crimes  by  the  commission 
of  minor  offVoces  with  impunity.  That  troops 
who  had  been  instigated  by  the  example  of  their 
officers  to  plunder  the  property  and  burn  the 
houses  of  unarmed  citizens,  should  proceed  tp 
rape  and  murder^  need  not  excite  surprise,  how- 
ever it  may  inspire  horror.  For  every  detestable 
violation  of  humanity  an  excuse  is  fabricated  or 
found.  The  wounded  prisoners  on  the  Northern 
frontier  were  massacred  by  Indians;  the  sick  mur- 
dered ;  and  the  women  violated  at  Hampton,  by 
the  foreign  troops  in  the  pay  of  Grieat  Britain. 
These  pretexts,  admitting  them  to  be  trhe,  are  as 
disgraceful  as  the  conduct  which  made  a  resort 
to  them  necessary.  Honor  and  magnanimity  not 
only  forbid  the  soldier  to  perpetrate  crimes,  but 
require  every  exertion  on  his  part  to  prevent  tnem. 
If,  in  defiance  of  discipline,  acts  of  violence  are 
committed  upon  any  individual  entitled  to  pro- 
tection, the  exemplary  punishment  of  the  offend- 
er can  alone  vindicate  the  reputation  of  the  nation 
by  whom  he  is  employed.  Whether  such  exertions 
were  made  by  the  British  soldiers,  or  the  charac- 
ter of  the  British  nation  thus  vindicated,  the  evi- 
dence will  show. 

The  shrieks  of  the  innocent  victims  of  infernal 
lust,  at  Hampton,  were  heard  by  the  American 
prisoners^  but  were  too  weak  to  reach  the  ears  or 
disturb  the  repose  of  the  British  officers,  whose 
duty,  as  men,  required  them  to  protect  every  fe- 
male whom  the  fortune  of  war  had  thrown  into 
their  power. ,  The  committee  will  not  dwell  on 
this  hateful  subject.  Human  language  affords  no 
terms  strong  enough  to  express  the  emotions  which 
the  examination  of  this  evidence  has  awakened  ; 
they  rejoice  that  these  acts  have  anpeared  so  in- 
credible to  the  American  people,  anct  for  the  honor 
of  human,  nature,  thev  deeply  regret  that  the  evi- 
dence so  clearly  establishes  their  truth.  In  the 
correspondence  between  the  commander  of  the 
American  and  British  forces  will  be  found  what 
is  e<fuivalent  to  an  admission  of  the  facts  by  the 
Briush  commander.  The  committee  have  yet  to 
learn  that  the  punishment  of  the  off*enders  has  fol- 
lowed the  conviction  of  their  guilt.  The  power 
of  retaliation  beiug  vested  by  Taw  in  the  Execu- 
tive Magistrate,  no  measure  is  considered  neces- 
sary to  be  proposed  but  the  resolution  annexed  to 
this  report.  As  such  enormities,  instead  of  in- 
spiring terror,  as  was  probably  intended,  are,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  calculated  to  pro^ 
duce  a  contrary  effect,  they  submit,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  the  following  resolution: 
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Resolved,  That  the  s  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  hare  cbliected  and  pre- 
sented to  this  House,  during  the  continnance  of 
the  present  war,  evidence  of  every  departure  by 
the  enemy  from  the  ordlnary^  modes  of  conduct- 
ing war  among  civilized  nations* 

DOCUMENTS. 

Ifo.l.—Bad  treatment  of  American  Primmere 
bytheBritiih. 
Washiii QTON,  May  34, 181 3. 

Sib  :  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  22d  in- 
stant, and  hasten  to  reply  to  the  questions  therein, 
respecting  the  case  of  Captain  Jeduihan  Upton, 
late  compander  of  the  privateer  brig  Hunter,  qf 
Salem.  Captain  Upton  was  taken  in  the  month, 
I  believe,  of  November  last,  off  the  Western  islands, 
by  the  British  frigate  Phoebe,  Captain  Hiliiard. 
In  chase^  Captain  Upton,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases, 
threw  his  guns  overboard  to  ease  his  vessel,  in 
hopes  by  that  means  to  facilitate  his  escape  from 
the  enemy;  but  this  not  availing,  he  was,  as 
above  stated,  taken  and  carried  into  Plymouth,  in 
England,  where,  on  his  arrival,  he  wa^  immedi- 
ately, with  his  first  lieutenant,  Mr.  Wayne,  put 
into  Mill  prison,  and  refused  his  parol,  on  the 
plea  he  had  not  on  board,  when  captured,  four- 
teen mounted  carriage  guns  above  the  caliber  of 
fbur  pounders.  After  having  been  thus  closelv 
confined  for  three  or  four  months  in  a  filthy  jail, 
they  jvere  in  the  month  of  March  taken  out  an(ji 
sent  on  board  the  prison  ship  at  Chatham,  where, 
when  I  left  Eogland  in  April  last,  they  still  were; 
in  a  worse  situation,  if  possible,  than  in  Mill  prison. 
The  allowance^  sir,  to  American  prisoned,  in 
England,  you  are  acquainted  with;  it  is  there- 
fore, not  necessary  for  me  to  mention  it  here.  It 
is  but  justice  to  state,  that  the  captain  of  the  Phoebe 
petitioned  the  Transport  Board,  and  used  every 
exertion  in  his  power  to  obtain  tne  parols  of  Cap- 
tain Upton  and  Mr.  Wayne^  but  all  would  not  do; 
they  were  deaf  to  his  petition,  lost  as  they  are  to 
every  sentiment  of  honor,  and  every  principle  of 
humanity. 

Except  Captain  Upton  and  his  first  lieutenant, 
all  the  rest  of  his  officers  and  crew  were  sent  on 
board  the  prison  ship  on  their  first  arrival  at  Ply- 
mouth ;  among  them  was  the  doctor  of  the  Hun- 
ter, Mr.  Carter,  who  came  home  in  the  cartel 
Robinson  Potter.  What  I  have  stated  respecting 
the  treatment  of  Captain  Upton  and  Mr.  Wayne, 
I  know  to  be  facts,  as  I  had  the  honor  of  spending 
twenty-four  hours  in  MUl  prison  with  them,  and 
heard  those  facts  related  by  themselves. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.         A.  COFFIN,  Jr. 

J.  Mason,  Esq.,  Omi.  Cren.  of  Prieonere. 

Navt  Yabd,  Cbarlestown,  June  3, 1813. 
^  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  depo- 
sition respecting  the  inhuman  treatment,  which 
Mr.  Nichols,  late  commander  of  the  private  arm- 
ed ship  Decatur,  belonging  to  Newburyport,  has 
received  from  the  British  Government  at  Barba- 
does.    I  have  been  credibly  informed  that  Cap. 


tain  Nichols  is  a  very  respeotaUe  and  corract 
man.  therefore  a  fair  presumption,  that  he  has  not 
committed  himself  in  such  a  manner  as  auf^ht  to 
deprive  him  of  the  established  rights  of  a  prisoner 
of  war.  Any  measure  which  the  Government  of 
our  country  may  see  proper  to  adopt  in  conse- 
quence of  this  communication,  I  shall  readily  at- 
tend to.    I  have  the  honor,  &«. 

WM.  BAINBRIDGIL 

Hon.  W.  Jones,  Sec^ry  Navy. 

I,  James  Foot  of  I^ewburyport,  in  the  county 
of  Essex,  and  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
mariner,  testify  and  depose,  that  I  was  a  prize 
master  on  board  the  private  armed  hrigantine  De- 
catur, of  Newburyport,  in  her  late  cruise,  Wil- 
liam Nichols,  commander ;  that^  on  the  18th  day 
of  January,  now  last  past^  the  said  bropintine  was 
captured  by  His  Briunnic  Majesty's  frigate  Sur- 
prise, commanded  by  Cantain  Cochran,  and  car- 
ried into  Barbadoes.  After  our.arrival  in  Barba- 
does.  Captain  Nichols,  with  the  other  oflScers  of 
the  Decatur,  were  paroled.  About  two  months 
after  our  arrival,  His  Britannic  Majesty's  frigate 
Veata  arrived  in  Barbadoes,  and  through  the  in- 
fluence of  the  commander  of  the  Vesta,  Captain 
Niphols,  without  anv  known  or  pretended  cause, 
was  arrested  and  held  in  close  confinement,  with- 
out  liberty  to  speak  to  any  of  his  officers  or  any 
other  American,  The  place  ^here  Captain  Nich- 
ols was  confined,  was  about  four  feet  in  width,  and 
about  seven  feet  in  fength,  on  board  a  prison  ship, 
where  he  remained  for  thirty-four  days,  as  nearly 
as  I  can  recollect,  and  was  then  taken  on  board 
His  Majesty's  ship  Tribune,  and  carried  to  Eng- 
land. What  the  cause  of  the  unwarrantable  and 
unjustifiable  conduct  of  the  enemy  towards  Cap- 
tain Nichols  wasj  I  am  unable  to  state;  there 
were  several  reports  in  circulation ;  .one  was.  that 
he  was  to  be  carried  to  Eogland  and  held  a  pris- 
oner until  the  release  of  certain  men  in  France, 
from  whom  Captain  Nichols  recaptured  his  Tea- 
sel, which  bad  been  taken  by  the  British  before 
the  commencement  of  the  present  war  between 
the  tw^  countries :  another  report  was,  that  he 
-Was  to  be  held  until  the  close  of  the  war,  on  ac- 
count of  his  having  been  active  against  the  enemy, 
since  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  and  haT- 
ing  been  fortunate  in  a  former  cruise. 

JAMES  FOOT. 

MAasACHUSBTTS,  £s$es,  $s: 

On  this  thirty-first  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1813,  personally  appeared  James 
Foot,  the  subscriber  to  the  foregoing  deposition, 
and  made  solemn  oath  that  the  came  is  true. 

Before  me,  JACOB  GERRI3H, 

Jwtice  of  the  Peaoe, 

Extract  pf  a  letter  from  the  Commiasanr  G^eral  of 
Prisoners,  to  Alexander  Stewart,  Esq.,  United  States' 
Agent  for  prisoners  at  Jamaica»  dated 

May  1,  1813. 
"I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  an  advertisement, 
said  to  have  been  tak^n  from  a  Jamaica  newspa- 
per, apparently  put  fbrth  by  the  British  agent  tat 
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prtsooers,  proposing  to  hire  out  American  prisoa- 
frs;  vou  will  inquire  into  this  matter,  and  if  It 
be  as  has  been  stated,  you  will  remonstrate  strong- 
ly against  such  a  practice,  and  inform  me  of  the 
imetioe  and  the  result." 

•[Referred  to  in  the  preceding  extract] 

Port  Royal,  Nov.  25, 1812. 
Masters  of  vessels  about  to  proceed  to  England 
with  convoy,  are  informed  that  they  may  be  sup- 

filed  with  a  limited  number  of  American  seamen 
prisoners  of  war)  to  assist  in  navigating  their 
vessels,  on  the  usual  terms,  by  applying  to 

GEORGE  MAUDE,  Agent. 

Ej^truibom  a  aemerial  addiMMd  to  the  Secretary  of 
Stated  bj  James  Oim,  Joeeph  B.  Oeok,  Thomas 
Hvmphriee*  and  othew,  masters  of  American  vea- 
sals,  who  were  priaoDecs  of  war  in  Bogiand,  jmd 
reCnned  to  tiie  United  Sutes  ia  the  cartel  ship 
Robinson  Potter. 

^  We  shall  now  proceed  to  give  as  correct  a 
statement  as  we  can  of  the  treatment  of  our  coon- 
trymen  (prisoners  of  war)  by  the  British  in  Eng- 
Itad.  Qn  the  arrival  at  Plymouth  of  the  masters, 
first  mates,  supexcargoes,  and  paasengers,  they 
areaent  to  Mill  prison,  for  one  day  and  nifht; 
they  hare  an  iron  bedstead  to  sleep  on,  with  a 
imail  mattress  which  might  easily  be  put  into  a 
eoaatryman'tf  wallet,  and  a  small  coarse  blanket. 
The  allowmnce  for  twenty-four  hours,  is  thtee 
small  salt  herrings,  or  about  the  same  weight  of 
lalted  codfish,  or  half  a  pound  of  beef,  one  and  a 
half  pounds  of  black  bread,  a  litUe  salt,  dbc.  The 
second  day  they  are  paroled  and  sent  to  Ash  bur- 
ton, twenty-four  miles  from  Plymouth :  ther  9iust 
pay  their  own  expenses  to  get  there.  While  they 
are  there  they  are  allowed  la.  3^^  per  diem,  or  8a. 
|U.8terlin^  per  week.  Beef  is  IQd.  per  pound,  bread 
ia  proportion,  and  every  other  necessary  equally 
dear.  The  matei^  who  have  nothing  but  their 
pay  to  Ikve  upon,  join  together,  eight  or  ten  in  a 
mess,  hire  a  room,  and  do  their  own  cooking, 
washing,  d^.,  and  in  this  way  make  out  to  keep 
from  ftarring.  Masters,  supercargoes,  and  pas- 
tenors  generally,  have  other  resources,  through 
their  correspondents  ia  England,  and  make  out 
to  live,  by  great  economy,  at  from  30s.  to  35f .  ster- 
ling per  week ;  the  second  mates  and  other  offi- 
cers are  sent  on  board  the  different  prison  ships. 
On  board  some  of  them  they  are  treated  by  the 
eommandinfi[  officer  as  well  as  the  nature  of  their 
sitqation  will  admit;  on  board  of  some  others, 
they  are  very  badly  treated.  This,  it  will  natu- 
ndly  occur  to  you.  sir,  is  owing  to  the  different 
characters  of  the  different  commanders.  Their 
tliowanee  is  ten  and  a  half  pounds  of  brown 
breads  two  and  a  half  pounds  beef,  two  pounds  bad 
fish,  two  pounds  potatoes,  and  ten  ounces  barley 
per  week,  for  each  man,  and  five  ounces  salt  per 
week,  for  ten  men.  The  prison  ships  are  kept 
▼ery  filthy,  and  the  prisoners  are  connned  below 
ti  4  P.  M.,  and  are  Icept  in  that  situation  until 
7  or  8  A.  M.  At  Portemouth,  particularly,  they 
ire  very  sickly,  and  we  are  informed  die  very  fast, 
some  days  from  eight  to  ten*,  in  kct,  they  are 


very  sickly  on  board  all  of  them  ;  several  of  thia 
descrlptipn  came  home  in  the  Robinson  Potter 
cartel,  and  had,  when  thev  came  on  board,  the 
appearance  of  having  made  their  escape  from  a 
obnrch-'yard.  It  is  not  perhaps  amiss,  that  we 
should  state  what  we  firmly  believe ;  that  is,  it  ie 
the  policy  of  ihe  British  Government  to  select 
the  sickly  to  be  first  sent  in  cartels,  and  keepT  the 
hale  and  hardy  seamen  until  they  become  sickly : 
thus  rendering  the  whole  of  those  gallant  sons  of 
Neptune,  who  escape  death,  when  they  return  to 
their  homes,  at  least  for  some  time,  perfectly 
useless  to  themselves,  and  quite  so  to  their  conn- 
try,  from  their  debilitated  state ;  and,  in  fact,  the 
probability  is,  that  many  of  them  will  carry  to 
their  graves  the  indelible  stamp  upon  their  con- 
stitutions of  the  treatment  which  they  received 
on  board  British  prison-ships;  for  that  nation 
seems  to  have  lost  its  boast^  humanity,  and  if 
we  did  not  find  the  word  in  their  vocabularT,we 
should  suppose  it  bad  never  found  a  place  there. 
Many  of  the  seamen,  priso^era  on  board  those 
prison-ships,  are  impressed  Americans,  who  have 
given  themselves  up,  refusing  to  fight  against 
their  country. 

*'  Four. hundred  on  board  the  fleet  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, a  short  time  before  we  left  England, 
surrendered  themselves,  and  were  sent  to  Gtbiml- 
tar  and  BUigland ;  several  of  them  were  most  ae- 
verely  flogged  for  refusing  to  do  their  duty,  were 
put  in  irons,  and  most  of  them,  to  their  immortal, 
credit,  submitted  to  the  severest  punishment  in 

§  reference  to  assist  the  enemies  of  their  country* 
iome  of  us,  whose  siffoatures  are  annexed,  w^a 
witoesses  to  the  cruel  fact.  A  tablet  of  ffold  is 
not  rich  enough  to  inscribe  the  names  of  suoh 
men  upon  ;  and  when  a  country  can  boast  of  suoh 
seamen,  she  has  nothing  to  fear  from  the  enemy 
on  the  ocean  on  any  equal,  footing.  Caplaia 
Jeduthan  Uptpn,  late  master  of  the  private  armed 
brig  Hunter,  of  Salem,  of  fourteen  guns,  becaiiae 
he  threw  them  overboard  in  chase,  was  not  al- 
lowed his  parole,  but  kept  in  close  confinemeilt 
for  a4ong  time  in  Mill  prison,  and  lately  has  been 
sent  on  ooard  a  prison-ship 'at  Chatham.  We 
mention  these  facts  in  hopies  that  Governknent 
will  retaliate  exactly  in  the  saoie  way.  Captaia 
Samuel  Turner,  late  master  of  the  PurseschooDer, 
of  New  York,  was  uken  on  his  passage  to  France, 
in  October,  1811,  prior  to  the  war,  and  in  retakr 
Ing  his  vessel,  the  prize  master,  a  British  mid- 
shipman, was  killed ;  be  arrived  safely  in  France, 
and  on  his  return  to  America,  was  again  taken, 
in  June,  1812,  and  sent  to  England,  when  being 
recognised,  he  was  immediately  arrested  and  sent 
on  board  the  St.  Salvador,  Admiral  Calder's  flag 
ship,  at  Plymouth,  where  he  renuuned  a  close 
prisoner  until  about  January  or  February  last, 
when  he  was  sent  on  board  the  prison-ship  at 
Chatham,  where  we  fear  he  will  remain  until 
death  relieves  him ;  he  has  been  very  ill  treated, 
much  abused,  put  in  irons,  and  often  threatened 
to  be  hanged.  These  facts,  some  of  us  who  sign 
this  were  witness  to.  We  pray,  in  the  name  of 
justice,  that  Government  will  Uke,  without  de- 
lay, the  case  of  Capuin  Turner,  into  their  w- 
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rious  eoDsideration ;  it  is  a  case  wfaioh  we  think 
demands  it;  and  the  onljr  way  to  prevept  that 
nation  from  committing  further  outrages  so  de- 
ffradiog  to  human  nature.  We  find  in  Roman 
historjr,  that  an  injtiry  or  insult  offered  to  a  Ro- 
man citizen  by  a  foreign  Power,  was  considered 
at  an  insult  offered  to  the  whole  Roman  nation, 
and  hope  this  will  also  be  the  American  creed, 
because  we  believe  it  will  be  the  surest  way  of 
putting  a  stop  to  those  indignities  which  Ameri- 
cans have  so  often  been  obiiffed  to  suffer.  We 
are,  however,  no  advocates  for  crueltv,  but,  on 
the  contrarf ,  for  lenity ;  yet  we  still  believe  that, 
in  certain  cases,  retaliation  is  not  only  necessary, 
but  becomes  a  duty  to  prevent  furtlier  cruelties 
on  the  part  of  an  enemy." 


Nassau,  November  27, 1812. 

DbarBbot^br:  I  embrace  this,  th^  earliest 
opportunity  of  communicating  to  you.  that,  on 
tne  9th  insunt*  fifteen  days  out,  we  fell  in  with 
and  captured  the  fine  copper-bottomed  ship  Ve- 
nus, vessel  and  cargo  wortn  at  least  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars.  On  the  twelfth,  pursuing  our 
course,  and  within  five  day's  run  or  your  place, 
we  were  captured  by  His  Majesty's  sloop  Mo- 
aelle,  Qeorge  Moubray,  commander,  and  brought 
into  this  place.  We  remained  on  board  the  sloop 
two  or  three  days,  and  on  the  19th  were  trans- 
ferred from  thence  to  the  prison-ship,  where  we 
are  bow  imprisoned,  with  an  allowance  of  six 
ounces  of  bread,  three  ffills  of  rice,  eight  ounces 
of  the  worst  of  beef,  including  bone,  which  is  as 
much  as  meat,  with  m  much  brackish  water  as 
we  can  use;  guarded  day  and  night  by  ten  or  fif- 
teen savage  Africans,  who  are  total  strangers  to 
humanity,  and  confined  every  evening  at  sun- 
down, not  to  be  released  until  sun-rise,  abused  to 
the  lowest  degree  by  the  guard,  and  compelled  to 
find  salt  for,  fnd  cook,  our  own  victuals  with 
green  mangoes.  None  of  us  are  ever  permitted, 
under  any  conditions  whatever,  to  visit  the  shores, 
with  many  other  barbarous  acts,  which  are  too 
numerous  to  describe.  This  will  be  conveyed 
by  the  cartel  sloop.  Captain  Cooper,  being  the 
second  cartel  which  has  sailed  since  our  arrival 
here. 

A  schooner  from  Baltimore  was  only  allowed 
ei^ht  men,  and  Cooper,  who  brought  sixty-four 
prisoners,  is  only  allowed  eighteen  in  return, 
while  we,  eighteen  in  number,  iare  detained  in 
this  miserable  place;  for  which  we  cannot  assign 
any  reason,  except  to  punish  us  as  privateersmen, 
5;^*«,ho«tages  for  those  twelve  lately  detained  in 
Charleston;  this  last  is  the  general  belief,  and  as 
such,  I  deem  a  communication  of  the  circum- 
stance essential  to  Commodore  Dent,  commander 
of  the  Southern  station,  that  he  may  look  to  it 
and  inquire  the  cause  why  Americans  are  to  be 
deiained  here  two  or  three  months,  while  more 
pnsooers^  have  been  received  here,  by  a  great 
many,  than  what  have  been  sent  to  the  United 
States.  Men  who  have  arrived  here  since  we, 
have  been  sent  off;  they  proceed  with  no  degree 
of  regularity  in  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  and 


act  In  open  contradiction  to  everything  right, 
and  I  really  believe  that,  except  you  make  knowa 
the  circumstances,  and  uee  some  favorable  exer- 
tions, that  some  of  us  will  be  intentionally  de- 
tained until  the  end  of  our  present  contest  with 
Qreat  Britain. 

As  I  wish  your  exertions  for  our  exchange,  I 
have  subjoined  a  list  of  those  who  are  thus  mis- 
erably treated,  that  we  may  be  demanded  in  t 
proper  way.  The  Rapid's  crew  have  been  im- 
prisoned here  nearly  three  months,  and  have  now 
no  prospect  of  getting  away,  while  the  crews  of 
two  other  privateers  have  been  released. 

Crew  of  the  Lovely  ZiaM.— Lieutenant  Aatine 
Lambert,  William  L.  Robeson,  William  Thom- 
as, John  Crandel,  David  Ashton,  John  Gama- 
che,  John  Hynes,  Darius  Swain,  and  John  Mc- 
Kenzie. 

Rapid^e  Crew. — Cabtain  Lameton,  Peter  La 
Vella,  Qeorge  Alexander,  James  T.  Miller,  Fran- 
cis Martin,  and  Gaugion  Bigulows. 

Cnher  Prisonere. — Simon  West  and  Matthew 
Bridge. 

I  wrote  Mr.  Peck«  and  requested  him  to  forward 
me  a  letter  of  introduction  to  some  one  here,  and 
also  a  protection  showing  that  I  am  an  Ameriean. 
As  it  18  possible  that  he  may  not  get  my  letter, 
you  will  notice  my  request,  and  pav  that  atten- 
tion which  it  deserves.  I  mentioned,  in  my  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Peck,  that  any  funds  whicn  I  received 
here  would  be  returned  on  application,  as  mjr  ex- 
penditures will,  through  an  economical  prineiple, 
be  as  small  as  possible.  I  indulge  the  hope  that 
you  will  conform  to  my  Wishes  in  this  paniciilar, 
and  also  inform  Mr.  K^Hy  of  our  imprisonment 
here,  and  request  his  influence  in  facilitating  our 
exchange,  with  any  other  service. 

We  have  no  chance  of  gaining  informatioa 
here,  fivery  person  uses  every  exertion  to  keep 
us  in  ignorance;  however,  we  are  enabled  to  say, 
that  the  English  prisoners  have  generally  com- 
bined in  speaking  well  of  the  treatment  they  re- 
ceived in  the  United  States. 

I  am,  your  affectionate  brother, 

WM.  L.  ROBESON- 

Capt.  Thomas  J.  Robbson. 

N.  B.  The  Moselle,  Rhodian,  and  Variable, 
three  men  of  war,  have  just  convoyed  five  or  six 
vessels  over  the  bar,  bound  to  some  part  of  Eng- 
land ;  it  is  supposed  that  they  will  return  to  cmiae 
off  Charleston.  In  case  you  address  or  send  any- 
thing for  me  to  this  place,  you  will  direct  to  the 
care  of  Messrs.  Bain,  Dunshe,  &  Co.,  merchants 
here,    I  am,  yours,  &c.  W.  L.  R. 


Habtfobd,  May  9, 1813. 

Sir  :  Annexed  is  Captain  Samuel  Chew'Ss  dep- 
osition, taken  before  Jud^e  Edwards^  at  New 
Haven.  We  expected  it  in  season  to  h|ive  for- 
warded it  by  Mr.  Dodd,  but  received  it  last  even- 
ing by  Mr.  Huntington,  the  United  States'  Attor- 
ney for  Connecticut  district,  and  now  forward  it 
to  you  per  mail    Tours,  respectfully. 

LUTHER  SAVAQE,  db  Co. 

Hon.  Jambs  Monbob. 
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COKirBCTICUT  DiBTRIOT,  $$* 

On  this  day,  the  7th  6f  May,  in  the  year  of  odr 
Lord,  eighteeo  handred  and  thirteen,  personally 
came  before  me,  Pierpont  Edwards.  Judge  of  the 
districtcourtof  the  United  States,  tor  the  district 
aforesaid.  Samuel  Chew,  of  the  city  of  New  Ha- 
ven, io  the  said  district,  and  being  duly  sworn, 
deposetb.  That  he  was  at  Bridgetown,  in  the 
Island  of  Barbadoes*  in  the  West  Indies,  in  the 
month  of  February  now  last  past ;  that,  on  board 
the  prison-ship  at  Biybadoes,  there  were  confined 
about  five  hundred  and  twenty-three  American 
prisoners,  of  the  crews  of  private  armed  vessels 
of  the  United  States  and  merchantmen,  captured 
since  the  war.    At  the  time  the  deponent  was 
at  Barbadoea  the  Ameriean  prisoners  were  sup- 
plied with  bread  and  eome  meat ;  at  to  vegetables, 
Che  deponent  was  not  informed.    The  reffula- 
tioos  on  board  the  said  prison-ship  compelled  the 
prisoners  to  go  below  decks,  where  they  were 
confined  at  evening  and  until  morning;  as  OMnv 
u  could  were  suspended  in  hammocks,  and  still 
there  vras  not  sufficient  room  below  them  for  all 
to  lie  down.    In  this  respect  the  situation  of  the 
prisoners  was  not  poly  extremely  uncomfortable, 
hit  hazardous,  and  more  especially,  should  there' 
be,  as  was  apprehended,  a  scarcltv  of  provisions 
uring  the  approaching  hot  montns.    The  depo* 
Beat  was  not  permitted  to  go  on  board  said  prison- 
thip^  but  derived  his  information  from  masters  of 
vessels^  prisoners  at  said  island^  who  were  allowed 
oecasionally  to  go  on  board  said  prison-ship,  with 
whom  the  deponent  is  personally  acquainted,  and 
ia  whose  representations  he  has  the  most  perfect 
confidence,  and  entertains  no  doubt  of  the  facts 
by  them  stated:  and  this  statement  is  given  at 
the  request  of  tne  friends  of  some  of  the  prison- 
ers at  Barbadoes,  particularly  of  the  crew  of  the 
privateer  Blockade,  at  Hartford. 

PIERPONT  EDWARDS, 
DUtrict  Judge  oj  Connecticut  Diet. 

I,  Pierpont  Edwards,  Judge  of  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Connecticut 
district,  do  hereby  certify  and  make  known  to  all 
whom  it  may  concern,  that  Captain  Samuel 
Chew,  the  within  named  deponent,  is  a  gentle- 
man to  me  well  known,  having  known  him  for 
many  years;  he  is  the  son  of  Captain  Samuel 
Chew,  late  of  the  city  of  New  Haven,  deceased, 
Bad  who  fell  by  a  cannon  ball  on  board  an  Ame- 
rican vessel  during  the  Revolutionary  war ;  that 
the  said  deponent  is  a  man  of  strict  integrity,  and 
tttiehed  to  the  Constitution  and  Government  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  most  perfect  confi- 
dence is  due  to  his  said  representations  so  as 
aforesaid  sworn  to. 

PIERPONT  EDWARDS, 
Dietrict  Judge  of  Connecticut  Diet. 

MiLviLLB  Prison,  Auguet  90, 1818. 

Sir:  We  the  subscribers,  for  ourselves  and  our 

countrymen,  now  confined  as  prisoners  of  war  in 

Milville  prison,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  beg  leave 

to  represent  to  the  Ameriean  Government,  that 


most  of  us  have,  for  years  past,  made  commerce 
our  sole  employment  and  hope,  in  which,  for 
seven  years  or  more,  we  have  often  been  wan- 
tonly robbed  by  the  English  of  what  we  had  ac- 
quired by  industry  and 'danger,  and  while  they 
stripped  us  of  our  property,  they  often  treated  us 
with  the  greatest  indignity,  abd  even  barbarity. 

We  have  seen  and  Known  that  they  have  vio- 
lated the  sacred  privilege  of  individual  liberty 
and  the  law  of  nations ;  we  are  conscious  of  the 
long  forbearance  of  our  Government,  and  their 
repeated  eall»  upon  the  honor  and  justice  of  the 
British  nation,  which,  instead  of  redress,  added 
other  injuries :  and  when  the  hope  of  amicable 
remuneration  bad  failed,  and  for  retaliation  our 
Government  was  forced  to  the  last  resort,  an  ap- 
peal to  arms,  we  felt  the  justness  of  our  cause, 
and  hoped  for  the  blessing  of  Heaven  for  success. 
To  serve  our  country  and  to  make  up  the  losses 
which  we  had  sustained,  we,  under  commissions 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  entered 
on  board  of  privateers,  and  have  unfortunately  beeu 
captured,  by  the  British.  We  would  sute,  that, 
in  many  instances  after  we  had  struck  our  colors, 
we  were  fired  upon  by  cannon  and  muskets,  by 
broadsides  and  volleys,  and  some  of  our  men 
killed,  and,  after  our  captors  had  eome  on  board, 
some  of  us  have  been  struck  and  severely  wounded 
with  cutlasses,  without  the  least  provocation  for 
such  inhumanity.  Oar  American  protections 
have  been  forced  from  us  and  destroyed,  and 
some  native  Ameriean  citizens  have  been  taken 
out  of  our  privateers  and  put  on  board  British 
ships,  and  there  6bli|;ed  to  serve.  Most  of  us 
have  been  robbed  of  everything,  even  of  the  ne- 
cessary clothing.  When  we  were  going  from  the 
ships  to  prison,  the  officers  would  not  permit  us 
to  take  our  clothing  and  baggage  with  us,  but 
pledged  themselves  that  they  should  be  sent  to 
prison;  but,  disrejgarding  their  honor,  we  have 
lost  alL  Some  or  us  have  been  marched  thirty, 
and  some  sixty,  and  some  one  hundred  and  sixty 
miles  over  a  miserable  country,  forced  along  be- 
yond our  strength,  half  starved,  and  some  in 
irons.    Our  allowance,  each  man  per  dav,  one 

Kund  and  a  half  of  bread,  a  half  pound  or  poor 
ef,  well  proportioned  with  bone^e  gill  of  peas, 
one-third  of  an  ounce  of  salt.  We  are  witnout 
wearing  apparel  and  without  money,  or  any  means 
of  procuring  them.  A  cold  Winter  in  this  wretch- 
ed country  fast  approaches,  and  in  our  destitute 
situation  we  must  endure  everything,  and. many 
of  us  must  perish.  There  are  now  of  us  in  prison 
upwards  of  twelve  hundred*  Every  art  has  been 
practijied  by  the  English  officers  to  excite  disaf- 
fection in  our  men  to  the  American  Gk.vernment, 
and  to  induce  them  to  enter  into  the  En^ish  ser- 
vice. Necessity  may  oblige  some  to  desert  nt 
and  enter  into  British  servitude,  but  we  trust  that 
speedy  relief  from  our  Government  will  save 
them  from  that  wretched  alternative  of  perishing 
with  want  or  joining  our  enemies.  Por  ourselves 
and  the  rest  of  the  prisoners,  we  must  sajr,  we 
have  now  no  fortunes  to  devote  to  the  service  of 
our  country,  but  we  have  hearts  which  yet  feel 
warmly  the  general  impulse,  and  which  we  pledge^ 
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if  opportuBitf  ever  igaiii  preteDtt,  to  devoce  io 
the  inierett  aad  terriee  of  oar  ooantry. 

We  now  are  sufferer*,  but  we  will  cheerfully 
9iifier  every  hardship  of  war  rather  than  sue  for 
dtsboDorabie  peace*  We  respectfully  request  an 
eacchange  or  some  provision  for  relief.  We  feel 
the  fullest  confidence  in  our  Govecnment,  and 
that  we  need  only  to  apprize  them  of  our  ^itoa- 
tioD  to  insure  their  assistance  and  protection. 
Yoursi  4bc. 

JOSEPH  STARR,  Bottan, 
FRED.  JOHNSON,  New  York, 
ROBERT  McKEARNY,  New  York, 
RICHARD  RHEA,  A^  Jereey, 
GEORQE  BATTERMAN,  Boeton^ 
JOHN  HAZELTON^  Boeten, 
WU.LIAM  DYER,  Boeton, 
JAMES  TRASK,  Boeton. 
SOLOMON  NORTON,  Bo^rton, 
ALEX.  B.  LATHAM,  i>^  London, 
DARIUS  DENNISON,  New  York^ 
ESTWICK  PRAY,  Poriewum&H 
WILLLiM  TEMOLD,  Potiemouih, 
FORBES  DALA.  Forikmd, 
CHAS.  THOMPSON,  Jr.  New  York. 
Han.  Jamm  Mombob,  8ec^r$  ofSMe  ^. 

No.  2. 

Detention  of  Amerioan  Prieonere  as  British 

subjects. 

Offiob  Coi0c'rt  Q&m'l  qp  PRiBON^aa, 

WABHUfOTOK,  June  1(V1813. 

Sir:  I  have  the  boner  to  transmit  the  copy  of 
a  letter  from  Captain  Stewart,  commandim:  the 
United  States'  nav%)  forces  at  Norfolk,  dated  the 
aOthofMay.to  Admiral  Warren,  and  that' of  a 
letter  from  Kear  Admiral  Cockbarn,  dated  the 
aist  of  May,  in  reply,  relative  to  a  most  unjusti- 
fiable act  of  Commodore  Beresford,  as  to  part  of 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  United  States' 
bri|^  VixoB,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware.  Leav- 
ing the  general  qufstion  of  the  interfer^nqe  of 
Commodore  Beresford  with  the  prisoners  of  war 
le^orninf  on  parole,  and  the  exaction  made  by 
him  in  consequence  of  the  irregular  power  thus 
assumed,  on  the  sround  oi^  which  Captain  Stewart 
hat  very  properly  placed  it^  I  wiU  remark,  that 
Captain  Stewart  was  certajoly  misapprehended 
by  Admiral  Cockbura,  in  attributing  to  him  the 
intention  of  conveying  a, threat,  as  to  the  final 
detention  of  two  of  the  American  prisoners.  Qa 
the  contrary,  the  expressioD  used  by  Captain 
Stewart  communiei^tes,  ia  very  pkuo  terms,  the 
deeirion  of  this  Government,  then  alifeady  made, 
that  four  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  subjects 
should  be  immediately  selected  and  held  in  dar* 
aoce,  subjept  to  the  s^me  treatment  in  all  re- 
spects, 4c. 

And  I  have  now  to  inlbrm  you.  sir,  that,  in 
virtue  of  this  decision,  and  by  an  order  from  this 
office,  the  Marshal  of  Massachusetts  has  desitpa- 
ted,  and  plaeed  in  close  confinement,  William 
{Utto,  carpenter,  and  Thomas  Deddingfield,  boats- 
wain of  the  late  British  Mcket  Swallow,  and 
Jeba  S^irrel  and  James  AqimI,  seamen  of  the 


Dragon  seventv-four,  snlijects  of  His  BritaoMC 
Majesty,  to  be  held  responsible  for  the  ^fetjF  of 
John  Stephens,  carpenter,  and  Thomas  King 
seaman,  part  cf  the  crew  of  the  late  United  Stated 
brig  Vixen. 

1  flatter  myself,  sir,  that  this  subject  will  com- 
mand your  early  attention,  and  that  you  will 
cause  the  officer  and  seamen  of  the  Vixen  to  be 
immediately  released  and  returned  to  this  coun- 
try, according  to  their  destination  when  taken 
from  the  cartel. 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  fbe  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant.  J.  MASON. 

To  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  dbc. 


H.  M.  S.  PoioTlBRa,  Ma^  8, 1812. 
SiB :  I  am  sorry  1  am  under  the  neeessity  of 
detaining  John  Stevens  and  Thomas  King*  late  of 
the  Vixen,  in  consequence  of  their  being  British 
subjects. 
'  I  am,  .sir,  your  obedient  servent. 

J.  P.  BBllBS«K>RD. 
To  Lieutenant  Dratton. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Constbllation, 

OfNorfUk,  May  20, 1813. 

Str  :  1  have  the  honor  to  represent  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, that  a  part  of  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  late  United  States' brig  Vixen,  returning  from 
Jamaica  on  parole  as  prisoners  of  war,  were^  on 
entering  the  Uelaware,  taken  out  of  the  flag  ot 
truce  by  Commodore  Beresford,  commanding  on 
that  station,  and  detained  until  a  part  of  the  crew 
of  the  Poictiers,  then  prisoners  at  Philadelphia^ 
were  demanded  by  him  and  sent  down  in  ex- 
change ;  that  ultimately  he  detained  on  board  the 
Poictiers  John  Stevens,  carpenter,  and  Thomas 
King,  seaman,  late  of  the  United  Sutes'  brig 
Vixen,  on  the  plea  of  their  being  subjects  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty. 

This  violattoii  of  the  rights  of  prisoners  on  par- 
ole is  so  contrary  to  the  usatfe  or  all  civilized  Ba- 
ttens, that  I  trust  your  Excellency  will  give  soch 
instructions  upon  that  head  as  will  prevent  a  simi- 
lar violation  in  futiire. 

I  have  it  in  command,  from  my  Qoremment^ 
to  state  to  your  Excellency  that,  in  retaliation  for 
so  violent  and  unjust  a  procedure,  on  the  part  of 
Commodore  Beresford,  in  detaining  the  above 
Mr.  John  Stevens  and  Thomas  King,  that  foor 
subjects  of  His  Britapnio  Majesty  will  be  imm^ 
diately  selected  and  held  in  durance,  snibject  to 
the  same  treatment,  in  all  respects,  which  may 
be  shown  towards  the  afore^id  two  persona  da- 
ring their  detention.  I  hope  your  Excellencv 
will  give  this  subject  your  earliest  attention,  ana 
direct  the  release  of  Mr.  Stevens  and  Thomas 
Kin^  who  have  been  so  ia^ropedj  detained  on 
board  the  Poictiers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  r^pectfully,  your 
Exeelleney's  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLBS  STEWART, 

Com.  al  Natfidk, 

Right  Hob.  Sut  Jomv  B*  Wabrbm. 

A4mral^ikeBUte,ftk 
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Jm  Ljfukawem  Bap^  Maif.21, 1613. 
Sir  :  In  the  absence  of  Sir  John  Warren,  I  hare 
the  tionor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter ander  date  of  the  !^h  cjirrent,  complaining 
of  the  conduct  of  Commodore  Beresford  towards 
some  Ameriean  prisoners  of  war  retarnin|^  to 
Philadelphia  on  parole,  and  of  bis  having  detained 
on  board  the  Poietiers  Mr.  John  Stevens  and 
Themas  King. 

No  report  of  these  circumstances  have  yet 
reached  Sir  John  Warren  or  myself  from  Com« 
modore  Beresford;  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
assuring  vou,  sir^  that  every  inquiry  would  have 
been  made  into  them)  aad  every  satisfaction  and 
explanation  theieon,  which  the  case  might  have 
repaired,  would  have  bfen  o£[iered  to  your  Gov- 
ernment and  yourself,  with  the  least  possible  de^ 
lay,  had  it  not  been  for  the  threat  with  which  your 
representation  on  this  subject  is  accompanied,  the 
tenor  of  whtoh  bung  likely  to  produce  an  entire 
change  in  the  aspect  of  our  communications,  and 
particularly  in  what  relates  to  the  individuals 
which  the  late  of  war  has  placed  within  the  power 
of  oar  reapectlve  nations,  it  totally  precludes  the 
possibility  of  my  entering  further  into  the  subject 
t^  to  assure  you  your  letter  shall  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  right  honorable  the  Oommander-in- 
Ghief  l^  the  earliest  opportunity,  and  whenever 
his  answer  anives  it  skall  be  forwarded  to  you 
withoot  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  sk,  with  high  oonaider^ 
ttion,  your  most  obedient  hticnble  servant, 

a  COCKBURN,  Bear  AdminL 

Captain  Stbwart;  dte. 

Sfiijii^  Port  Rotjjl^  (Jafnmca^) 
March  20,1813. 
S«ft{  Captain  Moabray,  of  Hit  Majesty's  sloop 
Moselley  has  just  sent  to  me  the  co^y  of  a  letter 
from  you  to  him,  and  another  to  Mr.  Cook,  of 
His  Majesty's  late  sloop  Rhodian,  dated  the  25th 
uit.,  respeQtiBg  six  nen'*^  mentioned  in  the  margin, 
who  were  seilt  here  fvom  the  Bahamas  as  having 
been  taken  in  the  Amecicaa  privateer  Sacah  Ann, 
and  supposed  to  be  eubjeeta  of  His  Majesty  }  but, 
as  no  proof  to  what  country  thejr  belong  has  been 
adduced,  it  has  never  been  my  inlention  to  bring 
them  to  trial,  and  they  are  at  present  onboa^  the 
prison  ships,  waitiog  an  exchange  of  prisoners. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
CHARLEa  STIRLING, 
Vice  Adm^aL 
CBABLsa  R.  SiMPeoN,  Esq. 

HARLSM^^une  1,1813. 
,  Sm^:  Iteg<leafe  to  refer  you  to  a  communica- 
tion which  took  place  some  time  in  the  Autumn 
or  Winter  preceding^  between  Mr.  Baker,  His 
Majesty's  late  agent  fbr  prisoners  of  war,  and 
Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  Staie^  respecting  six  of 

*  Edward  Diak,  Thomas  Rodgera,  Adam  Taylor, 
^ofaft  Chid,  Mike^PhMk,  Geeiiie  CU  Roberta. 


the  crew  of  the  late  American  privateer  Sarah 
Ann,  Richard  Moon,  captured  by  His  Majesty's 
sloop  Rhodian,  John  Cleorge  Ross,  Elsq.,  Com*- 
mander,  whose  names  are  inserted  in  the  margin, 
and  who,  it  appears^  were  sent  to  Jamaica,  to 
which  station  the  Rhodian  belonffed^  on  suspicion 
of  their  being  subjects  of  His  Majesty.  And  I 
further  request  your  attention  to  a  letter  from 
Major  General  Pinckney  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
dated  Headquarters,  Charleston,  4th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1812,  from  which  it  appears  that  twelve  of 
His  Majesty's  subjects,  then  prisoners  of  war  at 
Charleston,  wer^  held  in  pribon  to  answer  in  their 
persons  for  the  fate  bf  the  six  men,  of  the  Sarah 
Ann  privateer,  sent  to  Jamaica. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Vice  Admiral  Stirling,  commanding 
His  Majesty's  ships  of  war  on  the  Jamaica  station, 
to  Mr.  Simpson,  late  sub-agent  for  prisoners  of 
war  at  Chariestoq,  frooi  which  you  will  perceive, 
that  the  six  iaen  of  the  Sarah  Ann  are  considerea 
by  the  Admiral  as  Anaerican  prisoners  generally^ 
and  are  now  on  board  a  prison  ship,  in  common 
with  other  American  prisoners. 

Having; given  you  this  informaMon  with  respeet 
to  the  six  men  of  the  Sarah  Ann  privateer,  I  have 
to  request  you  will  take  the  neo^esarv  raeasurea 
to  have  the  contingent  reapoasibility  which  it  was 
thought  proper  to  attach  to  the  persons  of  twelve 
British  seamen,  new  in.  prison  at  Charleston, 
uken  ofi^  and  that  they  may  be  informed  thereof 

I  understand  that  John  Qaul,  one  of  the  six 
men,  was  paroled,  and  arrived  at  GeorgetowD| 
South  Carolina,  in  the  brig  Cyprus,  and  that  ho 
has  reported  himself  to  the  Marshal,  who  informed' 
Mr*  Simpson  ^*that  he  had  seat  en  to  the  Depart* 
ment  of  State  his  parole." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  jreqtect^ai^ 
your  most  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 


Oppice  Comm'rt  Gjbn'l  op  Prisoners, 
Washington^  June  9, 1813. 

Sir:  I  learn,  with^  pleasure,  by  the  letter  yoU 
did  me  the  honor  to  address  me  on  the  1st  instanti 
and  the  letter  from  Admiral  Stirling  you  have 
enclosed,  that  the  six  men  belonging  to  theAmeii* 
can  privateer  Sarah  Ann.  detained  in  October 
lastj  aad  sent  to  Jamaica  to  be  tried  as  British 
subjects,  have  been  restored  to  the  ordinary  state 
of  prisoners  of  war,  to  wait  an  exchange,  and 
that  there  is  now  no  intention  to  bring  uiem  to 
trial. 

1  very  cheerfully  comply  with  your  request 
sir,  and  have  this  day  directed  the  Marshal  of 
South  Carolina  to  restore  in  like  manner,  to  the 
ordinary  state  of  prisoners  of  war,  the  twelve 
British  seamen,  confinea  under  the  orders  of  this 
Government,  by  him,  and  to  inform  them  that 
the  responsibility  attached  to  their  persons  for  the 
safety  of  the  men  of  the  Sarah  Ann  has  been 
taken  off. 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  aix^ 
your  most  obedient  servant,  J.  MASON. 

Colonel  Tbomar  Baboijlt^ 
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Cbilioothb,  June  8, 1813. 

Sib:  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  you  the 
case  of  William  McDowel  Scott,  late  of  Detroit, 
an  uofortanate  fellow-citizen^  who  has  been  seized 
and  apprehended  by  the  British  commanding 
officer  at  Detroit  and  sent  to  Cluebec,  where  be 
is  now  confined  under  pretence  of  being  a  British 
subject,  and  one  found  in  arms  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States  against  that  Government. 

William  McDowel  Scott  is  a  Dative  of  Ireland, 
and  emigrated  to  the  United  States  about  eifj^bteen 
years  since.  He  resided^  for  some  years  in  the 
State  of  New  York^  and  in  the  Summer  of  1800, 
he  came  iO  Detroit,  established  himself  as  a 
physician,  and  has  ever  since  resided  there.  He 
has  been  naturalized  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  this  fact  is  well  known  to  the 
British  Gorernment:  and  both  in  the  Territory  of 
Indiana,  before  that  Territory  was  divided,  and 
subsequently  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  he 
has  held,  and  filled  with  respect  and  fidelity,  some 
of  the  first  oflS^ces  in  those  two  Territories. 

Such,  for  example,  as  a  justice  of  the  peace 
and  a  judge  of  the  common  pleas  in  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  subsequently  Marshal  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan. 

Ill  all  these  offices,  sir,  and  in  evety  other  situ- 
ation, in  which  Doctor  Scott's  public  and  politi- 
cal cnaracter  has  or  can  be  viewed,  he  has  uni- 
formly manifested  an  undeviating  attachment  to 
the  pincipies  of  our  Constitution  and  the  Ad- 
ministration of  this  Government.   - 

His  support,  in  the  present  cause,  during  the 
time  that  General  Hull  lay  at  Sandwich  and 
Detroit,  was  not  outdone  by  any  person  whatever. 
In  fact  it  was  his  unwearied  exertions  that  have 
provoked  and  spirited  up  the  British  to  that  line 
of  conduct  and  persecution  they  are  now  pursuing 
towards  him. 

Proctor,  who  sent  him  from  Detroit,  and  Sir 
Georffe  Prevost,  who  received  him  at  Fort  George 
and  forwarded  him  to  duebec,  threaten  to  treat 
him  with  all  the  severities  authorized  by  the 
laws  of  nations  and  usages  of  war,  in  cases  of  an 
actual  bona  fide  British  subject  found  in  arms 
against  that  Government. 

I  do  not,  for  myself^  however,  entertain  a  belief 
that  they  will  dare  to  put  their  threats  into  exe- 
cution to  their  full  extent.  But,  sir,  without  the 
interference  of  the  Government,  they  will  detain 
him  during  the  war,  and  they  will  make  his  life 
so  wretched  and  miserable  that  death  would  be 
a  welcome  messenger. 

I  hope,  sir,  the  occasion  will  be  a  sufficient 
apologv  tor  obtruding  this  communication  upon 

Jou.  I  am  amongst  the  number  of  those  who 
ave  not  the  honor  of  a  personal  acquaintance 
with  you.  But  General  Taylor,  who  I  look  to  as 
the  bearer  of  it,  is  a  gentleman  to  whom  I  am 
personally  known,  and  who  has  likewise  a  pretty 
correct  knowledge  of'  the  character  of  Doctor 
Scott. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

E.  BRUSH. 
The  Hon.  Jamso  Mohaob,  Esq. 


Extract  of  a  letter  ham  John  Mitchell,  Eeq.,  agent  ior 
American  prisonen  of  war  at  Hali£uc»  to  the  Secie- 
taiy  of  State*,  dated 

Mat  28, 1813. 
^  I  have  just  been  informed  by  the  agent  for 
prisoners,  that  Mr.  John  Light,  of  the  Julian 
Smith,  a  privateer  commanded  by  Capuin  Henry 
Cooper,  will  be  detained  here  in  consequence  of 
his  having,  previous  to  the  war,  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance  in  this  province,  (Nova  Scotia,)  and 
commanded  a  vessel  out  of  this  place  (Halifax.) 
Mr.  Light  was  lieutenant  of  the  privateer  captured 
by  the  Nymph,  the  12th  May,  1813." 


H.  M.  8.  P6ICTIER9,  Map  8, 1813. 
Sib  :  I  am  sotry  I  sim  under  the  necessity  of 
detaining  J.  Stevens  and  T.  King,  late  of  the 
Vixen,  m  consequence  of  their  being  British 
subjects. 
I  am,  sir,  y6ur  very  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  BBRESFORD. 
To  Lieutenant  Drayton. 

The  original  is  in  the  possession  of  the  Com- 
missary General  of  Prisoners. 

W.JONES. 


Navt  DspAaTMENT,  Ak^f  17, 1813. 

Sir  :  Tou  are  herebv  authorized  and  instructed 
to  address  a  letter  to  Admiral  Sir  John  Borlase 
Warren,  representing  the  following  facts  and  de- 
termination, viz :  That  a  part  of  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  United  States'  brig  Vixen  were  re- 
turning from  Jamaica,  on  parole,  as  prisoners  oC 
war,  and  enteriog  the  Delaware,  when  Commo- 
dore Beresford  caused  them  to  be  brought  on 
board  the  Poictiers,  and  detained  until  a  part  of 
the  crew  of  that  ship,  whom  he  demanded  in  ex- 
change, were  sent  down  from  Philadelphia ;  that 
ultimately,  he  detail^  John  Suvens,  carpenter, 
and  Thomas  King,  seaman,  two  of  the  aforesaid 
crew  of  the  Vixen,  on  the  plea  of  their  being 
British  subjects,  as  appears  by  a  letter  from  Com- 
modore Beresford  to  Lieutenant  DraytoO)  late 
first  of  the  bri|^  Vixen ;  and  that  yeu  are  com- 
manded explicitly  to  declare,  that,  in  retaliation 
for  the  violent  aod  unjust  detention  of  the  aaid 
John  Stevens  and  Thomas  King,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  will  immediately  cause 
four  British  subjects  to  he  selected  and  held  in 
duress,  subject  to  the  same  treatment,  in  ail  re- 
spects, that  the  said  John  Stevens  and  Thomas 
King  may  receive  during  their  detention. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  Admiral's  answer,  vou 
will  communicate  the  same  to  me  without  delaf . 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  JONES. 

Charles  Stewart,  Esq^ 
Commanding  Naval  Officer^  Norfolk^  Va* 


Colonel  W.  ScoU  to  the  Secretaiy  of  War. 

Washinoton,  January  30, 1813. 
Sir:  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  the  De- 
partment, that,  on  the  arrival  at  Quebec  of  the 
American  prisonersof  war,  surrendered  at  ftnipone 


Digitized  by 


Google 


7m. 


APPEMDIX. 

Ml  wkieh  OtA  War  i»  waged  by  the  Enemjf. 


32^8 


ttwn,  tbey  w^re  mustered  and  examined  by  Briu 
ish  officers  appoitated  to  chat  duty,  and  every 
natife  boro  of  the  United  Kingdoms  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  sequestered  and  sent  on  board 
a  ship  of  war  then  in  that  harbor.  The  vessel, 
in  a  few  days  thereafter,  sailed  for  England,  with 
those  persons  on  board. 

Between  fifteen  and  twenty  persons  were  thus 
taken  from  us,  principally  natives  of  Ireland, 
several  of  whom  were  known  by  their  platoon 
offisers  to  be  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  others  to  have  been  long  residents 
within  (he  same.  One  in  particular,  whose  name 
has  escaped  me,  besides  having  complied  with  all 
the  conditions  of  our  naturiJization  l^ws,  was 
represented  by  his  officers  to  have  left  a  wife  and 
five  children,  all  of  them  born  within  the  State 
of  New  York. 

I  distinctly  understood,  as  well  from  the  offi- 
cers who  came  on  board  the  prison -ship  for  the 
above  purpose,  as  from  others,  with  whom  I  re- 
monstrated on  this  subject,  that  it  was  the  deter- 
mination of  the  British  Government,  as  ezpre^ed 
through  Sir  George  Prevost,  to  punish  every  man, 
whom  it  might  subject  to  its  power,  found  in 
arms  against  the  British  King  contrary  to  his 
luuive  allegiance. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac, 

W.  SCOTT, 
Lieuimant  Cohnel  U.  8. 2d  ArixUery. 


Mr.  Beaalej  to  the  Secietaiy  of  State. 

LoHooN,  March  1, 1813. 
Bin:  Annexed  you  have  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Henry  Kelly,  in  behalf  of  himself  and 
twenty-two  persons.  He  states  that  they  are  all 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  have  wives  and 
families  there ;  that  they  were  taken  last  October, 
in  Upper  Canada,  and  that  they  were  sent  to  this 
country  because  they  were  born  within  the  Brit- 
ish dominions.    I  am,  respectfully,  dbc. 

R.  G.  BEASLBY. 


On  Board  H.  M.  S.  NAiii7a, 

lying  at  the  Nore,  Feb.  6, 1813. 

Sir:  This  is  to  inform  you  of  the  under  named 
twenty-three  American  soldiers  belonging  to  the 
13th^  6th,  and  1st,  regiments  of  the  United  States' 
armies.  We  were  taken  on  the  13th  of  October, 
in  Upper  Canada.  The  reason  of  their  sending 
ns  twenty-three  here,  is.  we  were  born  in  the 
British  dominions,  though  we  are  all  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  and  have  our  wives  and  child- 
ren there.  We  are  in  a  very  miserable  situation 
for  clothing,  having  drawn  no  winter  clothes  be- 
fore we  were  taken.  We,  therefore,  hope  you 
wiU  send  us  some  relief  to  shelter  us  frmn  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather, 

Sir,  I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  KELLY. 

Sir,  these  ate  the  names  of  my  fellow  sufferers : 
Hanry  Blaney,  George  M'Cammoo^ohn  Dolton, 
Michael  Condm,  John  Clark,  Peter  burr,  Andrew 
Doyle,  John  Mcutowen,  James  Gill,  John  Fulsnm, 


Patrick  MoBraharty,  Matthew  Mooney,  Patrick 
Karns,  John  Fitzgerald,  John  Wiley,  John  Don- 
nely,  John  Curry,  Nathan  Shaley.  Edward  Mc- 
Garigan,  John  Dinnue,  John  Williams,  George 
Johnson. 
Mr.  R.  G.  Bias  LEY. 


Extract  of  a  latter  from  Admiral  Sir  John  Borlase 
Warren  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

Bermuoa,  March  8, 1813. 
''  I  must  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  30th  of 
September,  1812,  in  which  I  stated  the  circum- 
stance of  twelve  men  belonging  to  the  Guerriere, 
taken  out  of  a  cartel  by  Commodore  Rods^rs, 
and  illegally  detained,  upon  the  pretext  of  six 
others,  who  were  supposed  to  be  British  subjects, 
having  been  sent  to  the  United  Kingdom  for  ex- 
amination ;  since  that  event,  five  of  these  people, 
named  in  the  enclosed  list,  have  been  received  at 
Halifi^x  with  orders  for  their  discharge.  I,  there- 
fore, request  you  will  communicate  these  particu- 
lars to  the  President,  in  order  that  further  direc- 
tions may  be  given  respecting  the  Guerriere's 
men,  so  long  confined  at  Boston,  and  to  obviate 
the  other  inconveniences  which  must  inevitably 
arise  from  such  practices." 

The  Secretary  of  State  to  Admiral  Warren  (extract) 
dated  April  16,  1813. 

"  It  appears  by  your  letter  (of  the  8th  of  March, 
from  Bermuda)  that  five  only  of  the  seamen  that 
were  taken,  on  board  the  Nautilus  and  sent  to 
England,  in  confinement,  have  been  returned. 
No  account  is  given  of  the  sixth.  Orders  have 
been  issued  for  the  release  of  ten  of  the  twelve 
men,  who,  on  the  principle  of  retaliation,  were 
confined  by  Commodore  Rodgers  at  Boston.  You 
will  be  sensible  that  it  will  be  impossible,  on  that 
principle,  to  discharge  the  other  two  men  until 
the  sixth  American  seaman  is  returned,  or  such 
an  explanalion  given  of  the  cause  of  his  detention, 
as,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
regarding  the  conduct  of  the  British  Government 
towards  American  seamen  under  similar  circnm- 
stancesj,  ought  to  be  satisfactory." 


Bxtract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  F.  H.  Babbitt  to 
Master  Commandant  Wm.  M,  Crane,  of  the  United 
States'  Navy,  (late  of  the  United  States'  brig  Nau- 
tilus,)  dated 

Boston,  Mass.,  Sept.  13, 1812. 
Enclosed  I  send  you  a  description  of  the  propor- 
tion of  our  little  crew,  who  have  been  so  debased 
and  traitorous  as  to  enter  the  service  of  our  enemy. 
Also,  a  list*  of  those  gallant  fellows,  whose  glory 
it  would  have  been  to  have  lost  their  lives  in  the 
service  of  their  country,  and  whose  misfortune  it 
has  been  to  cross  the  Atlantic  on  suspicion  of 
their  being  British  subjects :  four  of  them  beinj 
native  born  American,  and  two  naturalized  citi- 
zens. On  their' parting  with  me,  and  removal 
from  the  Africa  of  sixty-four  guns  to  the  Thetis 


•This  list  is  not  received. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ass9 


APFEKDDL 


2fiM^ 


Mmmer  tn  wkiok  the  War  <•  wmged  bf  tk$  Emm§. 


frig)ii«y  (the  latter  witb  a  conrojr  from  EDgland, 
then  in  43  30  N.  and  A&  SOW.)  their  last  request 
and  desire  was,  that  I  would  particularly  acquaint 
you  with  their  situation,  with  their  determination 
nerer  to  prore  traitors  to  that  country  whose  flag 
they  were  proud  to  serre  un<}er,  and  whose  wel- 
fare and  prosperity  they  equally  hoped  and  anti- 
cipated to  realize. 

F.  H.  BABBITT. 


A  list  of  men  said  to  have  entered  on  board  His  Ma^ 

jetty's  frigate  Shannon,  Commodore  Broke.    Their 

description^  as  £ir  ss  known. 

Jesse  Bates,  seaman ;  about  &ye  feet  nine  in- 
ches  high,  dark  hair  and  complexion,  dark  snap- 
ping eyes,  has  an  impediment  in  his  speech^  and 
at  times  affects  lunacy  \  has  a  wife  and  family  in, 
Boston}  Massachusetts. 

Samuel  Lang,  marine,  born  in  Kentucky)  fire 
feet  eight  inches  high,  or  thereabouts,  nnd  is  sup- 
posed to  be  with  Captain  Hall,  of  the  United 
States'  marines.  New  York. 

John  Young,  marine,  five  feet  five  inches  high, 
laige  moiitht  enlisted  with  Captain  Hall,  Navy 
Yard,  New  York ;  when  addressed,  or  is  address- 
ing an  officer^  casts  down  his  eves.  For  his  par- 
ticular description,  as  w^l  as  that  of  John  Rose, 
marine*  about  five  feet  eight  inches  high^  brown 
hair,  full  face,  thick  set^  and  a  scowl  in  bis  coun- 
tenance, refer  to  Captain  John  Hall. 

John  O'Neal,  seaman,  labout  twenty-five* years 
of  age,  five  feet  five  inches  high,  dark  hair,  sharp 
fkce,  dark  eyes,  thick  set,  and  was  shipped  at  Nor- 
folk, Virginia,  previous  to  your  taking  command 
of  the  Nautilus. 

William  Jones,  ordinary  seamen,  about  five 
feet  eight  inches  high,  light  hair,  twenty-four 
years  of  age,  full  face,  thick  set,  downcast  look, 
and  is  a  very  alert  man ;  entered  at  New  York, 
April  last.  P.  H.  R 

8i<  John  Borlase  Wanen  to  Mr.  Monroe* 

Halifax,  Septtfmbtr  30, 181^ 
Sni:  Having  received  infocmntion  that  a  mos( 
unauthorized  act  has  been  committed  by  Com^ 
modore  Rodgers,  in  forcibly  seizing  twelve  Brit- 
ish seamen,  prisoners  of  war,  late  belonging  to  the. 
Querriere^  and  taking  them  out  of  the  English 
cartel  brig  Endeavor,  on  her  passage  down  the 
harbor  or  Boston,  after  they  had  been  regularly 
embarked  on  board  of  her  for  exchange,  agreeable 
to  the  arrangements  settled  between  the  two 
countries,  and  that  the  sai^  British  seamen,  so 
seized,  are  now  detained  on  board  the  United 
States'  frigate  President,  as  hostages ;  I  feel  my- 
self called  upon  to  request,  sir,  your  most  serious 
attention  to  a  measure  so  fraught  with  mischief 
and  inconvenience,  destructive  of  the  good  faith 
of  a  flag  of  truce,  and  the  sacred  protection  of  a 
cartel.  I  should  oe  extremely  sorry  that  the  im- 
prudent act  of  an  officer  should  involve  conse- 
qaences  so  particularly  severe  as  the  present  in- 
stance must  naturally  produce  if  repeated ;  and 
although  it  is  very  much  my  wish,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  differences  existing  between 


the  two  cotratrfes,  to  adopt  every  measure  that 
might  render  the  effect  or  war  less  ri^ronsj  yet 
in  another  point  of  view,- the  conviction  of  the 
duty  I  owe  my  country  would,  in  the  event  of 
such  grievances,  as  I  hare  already  stated,  being 
^continued,  not  admit  of  any  hesitation  in  retnfia* 
tory  decisions :  but  as  I  am  strongly  persuaded  of 
the  high  liberality  of  your  sentiments,  and  that 
the  act  complained  of  has  originate  entirely  witii 
the  officer  who  committed  it;  and  that  it  will  be 
as  censurable  in  your  consideration  as  it  deserreey 
I  rely  upon  your  taking  such  steps  as  will  prevent 
a  recurrence  of  conduct  so  extremely  reprehend* 
ble  in  every  shape. 

I  have  the  honor  tol>e,  with  the  highest  eonsid- 
ration,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  faithfnl 
humble  servant, 

JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN, 
Admiral  of  the  Blue^  ^ 

James  Monroe,  Es<}.,  Sedry  of  State. 

Mir.  Menvoe  to  air  John  3orlMe  Waorsn* 
DEPABTiimsT  OF  Statb,  Oct,  38, 181& 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter 
of  the  30th  September,  complaining  that  Com- 
modore Rodgers,  oommanding  a  squadron  of  the 
United  States'  Navy  at  the'port  of  Boston,  had 
uken  t'l^elve  British  seaqien,  lately  belonging  to 
His  Britannic  Majesty's  shfp  the  (iuerrlere,  from 
a  cartel  in  the  harbor  of  Boston,  and  that  he  de- 
tained them  on  bocpd  the  President,  a  frigate  of 
the  United  States,  aa^'hoatages. 

I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  inquiry  shall 
b6  made  into  the  circunutances  attending,  and 
the  causes  which  produced,  the  act  of  which  yon 
complain,  and  that  such  measures  will  be  taken^ 
on  a  knowledge  of  them,  as  may  comport  with 
the  rights  of  both  nations,  and  may  be  proper  in 
the  ease  to  which  they  relate. 

I  beg  you,  sir.  to  he  assured,  that  it  is  the  sin- 
cere desire  of  tne  President,  to  see  (and  to  pro- 
mote, so  far  as  depends  on  the  United  States^  that 
the  war  which  exists  between  our  countnes  be 
oonddcted  with  the  utmost  regard  to  humanitf. 

I  have  the  honor,  dbc. 

J.MONROBc 

Sir  John  B.  Warrbi, 

Admraii^theBim^fe. 

WAsaiNQTOif,  ikcember  17, 1812. 

Sir  :  I  hav€^  the  honor  to  annex  a  list  of  twelvn 
of  the  crew  of  the  late  United  States'  sloop  of  wni 
Wasp,  detained  by  Captain  John  Beresford,  of 
the  British  ship  Pi>iotiert,  under  the  pretanen  nf 
their  being  British  subjects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  air,  ymii 
obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  S.  WISE,  Pmer. 

H«n.  Paql  HAMiikTDN,  8e<^ry  of  Navy. 

Listreftoedto  in  the i 


.  John  MeLond,  boatswain,  has  been  in  the  sm^ 
vice  since  1804.  Married  in  Norfolk  in  1804  or  5^ 
and  has  a  wife  and  four  ehddren  there. 
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JohB  StepbeiM,  boAitwain^s  m^%  ti«9  b«en  in 
the  servioe  five  or  six  years. 

George  M*  D.  Read,  qjuarter master,  has  a  pro- 
tactioAi  aad  has  sailed  out  of  Naw  York  aod 
Philadelphia  for  seferal  years. 

WilUam  Mitchell,  seamam  James  Gothright, 
seanaa,  John  Wright,  seamaQ,  Thomas  Philips, 
seaman,  Peter  Barron,  seaman.  John  Connor,  or- 
dinary seaman,  John  Rose,  ordinary  seaman, 
Gfeorge  Broolu,  ordinary  seaman,  Dei^nis  Daugh- 
erty,  marine. 

The  i^reater  namher,  if  not  all  of  the  ahoye,  had 
protections  ac  |he  time  of  entering  and  being  tak- 
en. Two  others  were  detained.  John  Wade  and 
Th«lias  Uu(chins,  but  were  gi?en  up;-the  for- 
mer on  Captw  Jones  assuring  Captain  Berea- 
ford  he  knew  him  to  be  a  natiTe  citizen  y  the  latter 
oa  a  like  aaauranee  from  D.  Rodgers.  William 
Mitchell  was  in  the  aervice  during  1805-^  in  the 
Mediterranean.  • 

GEORGE  S.WISB. 

Waawv OTON  CiTT)  Ikc^  17, 1812. 


Sitncl  of  a  leUar  from  Hmot  CFeneial  FUickvey  to  the 
Secratazy  of  War,  datad 

HEADaUARTBRS,   CbARLEBTOH, 

Ik9mnbtr  4, 1812. 
^  Iftformaiion  having  been  given  upon  oath  to 
Lietitenaot  Grandiaon,  whe,  at  present,  €om<- 
QMmds  the  Naval  department  here,  that  six  Amfcy 
loan  seamen,  who  had  been  taken  prisoa«rs  on 
board  ottr  privateers,  had  been  sent  to  Jamaaea  to 
be  tried  as  British  subjeets  for  treason,  he  called 
apon  the  Marshal  to  retain  douhle  that  number  of 
Britiah  seamen  as  hostages^  The  Matshal,  in 
cooaeqtieiice  of  instructions  from  the  Department 
of  Stau,  asked  my  advice  on  the  subject,  and  I 
have  given  my  opinion  that  tb^  otiffht  to  be 
detoined,  until  the  pleasure  of  the  President  shall 
be  known.  The  testimony  of  Captain  Moon  is 
herewith.  I  hope,  sir«  yoa  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  hare  this  business  put  in  the  proper  train 
to  have  the  President's  pleasure  on  this  subject 
communicated  to  the  Marshal.'^ 


Copj  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Moon,  of  the  pnvaUer 
Saran  Ann. 
Naasau,  Niw  Providbngb, 

OcU>ber  14»  1812. 

Sia  of  my  crewy  claimed  a9  Britnh  stibjeets. 
wwe  this  di^  taken  oat  of  jail  and  put  on  board 
His  Majesty's  bri^  the  Sappho,  and  sailed  for 
Jimaiea,  where,  it  u  said,theiy  are  to  be  tried  for 
their  lives;  consequently,  I  questioned  eaeh  re- 
spectively aa  to  the  place  of  their  nativity,  and 
title  to  protection  by  the  American  Government, 
whan  they  stated  aa  follows,  to  wit : 

David  Dick,  seaman,  that  h%  was  born  in  the 
ninrth  of  Irdand,  but  has  resided  in  the  United 
Skataa  ever  since  the  year  1793 ;  has  served  tea 
yean  Sm  the  United  States'  Navy,  viz :  On  board 
the  frigates  Chesapeake,  President,  Constitution, 
John  Adams,  aad  aehooner  Enterprise,  and  gun- 
boat Ne  2.    David  Dick,  ahoemaket;  in  Aldnia- 


dria,  is  his  aqcle.  Dick  is  about  five  feet  six  aad 
a  half  inches  high,  dark  hair,  has  a  scar  on  his  left 
elbow,  and  one  on  eaeh  wrist  y  he  entered  o^ 
board  the  Sarah  Ann  in  Baltimore. 

John  Gaul,  seaman,  says  he  was  born  in  Mar- 
blehead,  State  of  Massachusetts ;  where  hiis  par* 
ents,  brothers,  and  sisters,  now  reside ;  is  married 
in  New  York  and  his  wife  (Mary  Gaul)  lives  in 
Roosevelt  street,  No  37  ;  has  a  regular  discharge 
from  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  by  Captain 
Hugh  G.  Campbell,  dated  at  St.  Mary's,  Georgia. 
14th  August,  1812;  says  he  has  served  on  boara 
the  United  States'  brijr  Vixen,  gunboats  No.  10 
and  158,  from  the  last  of  which  be  was  discharged. 
Gaul  is  twenty-seven  years  of  a^e,  about  five 
feet  seven  inches  high,  brown  hair,  light  com- 

Sexion ;  he  entered  on  board  the  Sarah  Ann  in 
iltimore. 

Michael  PI  nek,  ordinary  seanaa,  says  be  was 
bora  in  Baltimore;  his  parents  are  dead,  but  is 
known  by  William  Douland,- Thomas  Turner, 
aad  McDonald  of  Baltimore ;  has  a  sister  in  some 
part  of  Pennsylyania,  whose  name  is  Ann  Welsh } 
was  never  at  sea  before ;  never  had  a  protection. 
Pluck  is  twentvosix  years  old,  hyt  feet  six  and  a 
half  inehes  high,  and  has  a  scar  on  his  left  cheek 
bone ;  entered  on  board  the  Sarah  Ann  at  Bal- 
timore. 

Thomas  Rodgars.  seaman,  says^hat  he  was 
bera  in  Waterford,  Ireland,  but  has  resided  maay 
years  in  the  United  States^  and  has  betn  dulv 
naturalized,  a  copy  of  which  naturalization  is  filed 
in  the  custoai- house  at  Baltimore;  is  known  bv 
Joseph  Oirey  aad  Tom  Rodgers,  cork  cutters,  both 
of  Baltimore  \  has  a  in^ife  and  three  children  in 
Baltimore^  has  lost  his  protection,  but  requests 
Joseph  Carey  to  do  all  he  can  to  effect  his  die* 
cbarce  from  the  British.  Rodgers  entered  on 
board  the  Sarah  Ana  in  Baltimore. 

George  Roberts,  a  colored  man  and  seaman« 
This  man  I  had  not  an  opportunity  of  question- 
ing; bat  I  know  him  to  be  a  native  born  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  of  which  fact  he  had  every 
sufficient  document,  together  with  free  papers. 
Roberts  entered  on  ooard  the  Sarah  Ann  InBal- 
timore,  whete  he  is  married. 

Sonty  Taylor,  boy.  iBays  he  was  born  in  Hack^ 
ensack.  New  Jersey,  but  has  neither  friends,  rela^ 
tions,  not  acquaintance  there ;  says  Jane  Snow- 
den,  of  Savannah,  Georgia^  is  his  mother ;  never 
had  a.  protection.  Taylor  is  fifteen  years  old,  has 
brown  hait  and  light  eooDplexton ;  be  entered  on 
board  th«  Sarah  Ana  in  Savannah. 

RICHARD  MOON. 
LcUe  ixmrnmukr  Stirdk  Arm. 

Copy  of  a  letter  frem  Admiral  Warren  to  MnMitdMU^ 
agent  §&t  Hie  ezdiaage  of  American  prisoners  of 
war,  dated 

Halifax,  OcA>6er  21, 1812. 
Sia:  1  had  the  hpnorto  receive  your  letter  and 

its  enclosures,  relating  to  Thomas  Dunn,*  and 


<*NeTBw^Tha  arafieatisn  was  made  at  the  request 
of  his  fiMber,  Jehn  Danny  of  Boston,  who  traasmittsd 
a  deposition  of  Us  hirth« 
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beg  leare  to  iDform  yoa;  that  it  appears  the  said 
man  is  married  iA  Eoglaod,  has  been  eight  years 
in  His  Majesty's  serrice,  and  receired  a  pension 
from  Gofernment;  under  these  circumstances, 
and  the  man  never  having  made  any  application 
for  his  discharge  from  prison,  he  continues  on 
board  the  Statira. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient' 
humble  servant, 

JOHN  fiORLASB  WARREN. 


Bztract  of  a  letter  from  William  H.  Bsvage,  late 
Agent  for  American  Seamen  and  Commerce  at 
Jamaica,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 

WABHiNQTOif,  Dec*  1, 1812. 
*^  i  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  you  copies  of  a 
eorrespondence  which  took  place  between  Vice 
Admiral  Stirling  (commanding  on  the  Jamaica 
atation)  and  myself,  since  the  declaration  of  war. 
I  should  have  furnished  it  to  you  at  an  earlier 
period,  but  an  accident  prevented,  which  I  waa 
not  aware  of  until  my  arrival  at  this  city." 

Copy  of  my  letter  to  Vice  Admiral  Stirling,  com- 
mending  on  the  Jamaica  station,  on  the.  subject  of 
American  seamen,  after  the  declaration  of  war. 

Ejnqston,  Jamaica,  Augl  6, 1812. 
8ib:  Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  received 
by  me  yesterday,  from  on  board  His  Majesty's 
snip  Sappho,  purporting  to  have  been  written  bv 
four  American  teamen  on  board  that  ship,  with 
a  view  to  solicit  my  aid  towards  effetfting^  their 
discharge,  in  consequence,  of  the  declaration  of 
war  by  the  Gknrernment*  of  the  United  States 
against  Great  Britain. 

In  making  this  application,  I  am  fully  aware 
that  my  duties  ceased  as  agent  for  the  commerce 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States,  on  the  know- 
edge  of  such  declaration  bein^  made  known 
here;  but,  sir^  I  am  led  to  believe  that,  at  this 
period,  it  will  not  be  deemed  inadmissible  ^n 
your  part  to  receive,  nor  improper  on  mine  to 
make,  the  request,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
grant  an  order  for  the  discharge  of  these  seamen^ 
feeling  conscious  (should  they  even  not  be  pro- 
tected witb  the  usual  documents  afforded  to  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States])  that  an  English  sea- 
man would  not  declare  himself  otherwise  than 
such  under  existing  circumstances. 

I  seize  the  present  opportunity  also  to  forward 
to  you  twenty-one  documents^  as  proof  of  the 
citizenship  of^  that  namber  of  seamen,  said  to 
have  been  impressed  by  ships  of  war  on  this  sta- 
tion, the  greatest  number  of  which  have  been 
heretofore  unsuccessfully  claimed  bv  me,  on  be- 
half of  the  United  States,  and  which  may  still 
comprise,  at  this  time,  some  part  of  the  crews  of 
His  Majesty^s  ships  on  this  station. 

I  beg  further  to  state  to  you,  that  I  have  re- 
ceived numerous  applications  Trom  on  board  va- 
rious of  His  Majesty's  ships  on  this  station,  for 
the  relief  of  seamen,  who,  I  doubt  not,  are  enti- 
tled to  the  protection  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment, many  of  them  having  with  them  proofs  4>f 


their  citizenship,  as  1  am  led  to  believe  from  the 
assertions  contained  in  their  eommunicaclona. 
Applications  have  also  been  made  for  the  relief 
of  many,  without  success ;  the  latter  amount  in 
number  to  forty-six,  as -per  list  of  names  enclosed, 
several  of  whom,  I  understend  have  beeo  shifted 
(since  their  impressment)  on  board  of  other  ves- 
sels than  those  they  were  at  first  telten  on  board 
of.  All  of  which  I  b^  to  offer  for  your  consid* 
eration,  feelibg,  as  I  do,  anxious  to  extend  my 
last  efforts  in  behalf  of  those  seamen  who  are 
entitled  to  them,  and  at  the  same  time  being  lm« 
pressed  with  the  idea,  that  it  would  be  foreign  to 
you,  sir,  to  retein  any  Americans  in  the  service 
of  the  navy  of  Great  Britain,  contrary  to  their 
disposition,  during  the  present  conflict.  I,  there- 
fore, take  the  liberty  of  adding  to  my  former  re- 
quest, that  yt>u  will  be  pleased  (o  grant  orders 
that  such  seamen  may  be  discharged  frbm  duty 
on  board  His  Majesty's  ships  on  this  sution. 
With  eentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  ^. 
WILLIAM  H.  SAVAGE. 


Copy  of  Vice  Admiral  Stirling's  Secretaiy's  letter,  in 
answer  to  mine  to  the  Vice  Admiral  of  6th  Au- 
gust, lais. 

Admibal's  Pbnn,  Aug.  7, 1812. 
Sir  :  I  am  desired  by  Vice  Admiml  Stirling  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  leuer  of  yester- 
day's date,  and  to  acquaint  you  that  directions 
were  given,  some  days  ago,  that  all  seamen  in 
the  squadron  under  his  command,  who  can  prove 
themselves  to  be  American  born  subjects,  should 
be  sent  to  the  prison-ship,  until  an  exchange  of 
prisoners  is  esublished  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, in  consequence  of  the  late  declaration  of 
war  by  the  United  Stetes  against  Great  Brimin. 
I  return  herewith  the  papers  which  accompa- 
nied your  letter ;  and  am,  sir,  d^« 

CHAS.  STIRLING,  Jr.,  Sei^. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  William  U.  Savage«  Esquire, 
late  Agent  for  American  Seamen  and  Commeioe  at 
Jamaica,  to  Charles  Stirling,  Jr.,  dated 

Kingston,  Sept,  16, 1812. 
^  In  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  6th  ultimo,  you 
were  pleased  to  inform  me  that  directions  nad 
been  given  by  the  Vice  Admiral,  some  days  prior 
to  the  date  of  my  letter,  for  the  removal  of  all 
native  Americans  (who  could  prove  themselves 
such)  from  on  board  His  Majesty's  ships  to  that 
of  the  prison-ship ;  ^ut,  as  some  time  has  now 
elapsed  since  you  were  pleased  to  give  me  this 
information,  and  learning  that  some  instances  ^ 
detention  at  present  exist  on  board  His  Majesty'^ 
schooner  Decouverte,  I  am  led  to  embrace  the 
subject  again,  as  in  one  instance  I  shall  hope  to 
satisfy  Vice  Admiral  Stirling  of  the  man's  odng 
entitled  to  his  removal  from  duty  on  board  His 
Majesty's  schooner  of  war.  The  person  alluded 
to  is  Elijah  Stirling,  an  American  seaman,  who 
was  impressed  from  on  board  the  British  mer- 
chant ship  Brilliant,  at  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  ia 
the  early  part  of  the  year  1810,  by  His  Marty's 
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sehooDer  Plor  del  Mtr,  apd  hasunee  been  detaiDed 
OB  board  of  rarioas  of  His  Majesty's  ships  on 
this  statipD,  itlthough  pxovided  with  a  regular 
proceetion,  whieh  instrument  this  man  got  con- 
veyed to  me  about  the  20tb  of  September  follow- 
ing, and  whieh  was  by  ipe  forwarded  to  Admiral 
Rowley,  accompanied  (as  usual  in  like  cases) 
with  a  request  that  the  man  might  be  discharged. 
Ofl  the  receipt  of  my  letter,  the  Admiral  an- 
swered, through  his  Secretary,  that  the  nature  of 
Stirling's  impressment  i^as  such,  that  he  could 
Botcomply^  with  ray  request ;  but  which  answer 
was  unaccompanied,  in  return,  with  the  protec- 
tion in  question,  and  what  has  become  of  it,'  I  am 
unable  to  sav. 

"Abont  this  period,  I  was  led  to  andersttod 
from  Admiral  Rowley,  that  all  American  sea- 
men who  should  be  impressed  from  on  board  any 
British  merchant  vessel,  woiUd  be  retained  in  the 
service  of  His  Majesty;  i^ut  that  all  American 
seamen  who  should  be  impressed  from  on  board 
of  American  vessels,  would,  on  application,  ac- 
companied by  proof,  be  discnarged.  As  this  in- 
formation was  received  about  the  ]^riod  of  my 
application  for  the  discharge  of  Stirling,  I  was 
led  to  conclude  it  stamped  the  nature  of  his  im- 
pressment: and  what  confirmed  it  in  my  mind, 
was,  that  I  received  similar  assurances  to  vari- 
ous applications  made  for  American  seamen,  who 
had,  under  various  circumstances,  shipped  on 
board  of  Britbh  ships,  and  were  from  thence  im- 
pressed on  board  of  His  Ma jestv's  ships  of  war. 
all  of  which  I  hope  the  Admiral  will  be  pleaseo 
to  take  into  consideration :  for.  to  insist  on  the 
service  of  this  man,  I  think  will  be  a  derelictioi^ 
to  the  marked  manner  of  bis  amiable  endeavors 
to  distinguish  and  relieve  American  seamen  from 
duty  on  Doard  the  squadron  under  his  command. 
I  beg  to  enclose  a  note  from  Mr.  Meek,  (the  late 
Secretary,)  relative  to  my  application  for  this 
man's  discbarge,  and  to  observe,  that^  if  it  is  pos- 
sible, the  protection  may  yetbe  found  among  the 
papers  of  the  late  Secretary,  as  it  has  not  oeen 
usual  to  return  me  the  protections  of  those  men 
whose  applications  for  discharge  were  not  com- 
plied with* 

'^I  beg  furthermore  to  observe,  that  there  ap- 
pears also  to  be  on  board  His  Majesty's  schooner 
Decouverte,  two  other  American  seamen,  viz: 
John  Bnglefield  and  Richard  Lauderkin,  the  for- 
mer of  wliom  asserts,  that  he  served  his  appren- 
ticeship to  the  trade  of  a  cooper,  at  Boston,  but 
has  lost  bis  protection ;  the  latter  declares  him- 
self to  be  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  that  his 
protection  has  been  destroyed  by  Mr*  Oliver, 
commander  of  His  Majesty's  schooner  Decou^ 
verte.  I  shall  not  now  animadvert  on  the  im- 
propriety of  such  a  circumstance,  but  request, 
should  the  instances  here  cited  be  found  correct, 
that  they  nwy  meet  the  attention  of  the  Vice 
Admiral. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

W.  H.  SAVAGE, 

Lale  Agenlf  fe. 

Cbablbb  STiBLiiia,  Jr.,  Esq. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Vice  Admiral  Stiriing's  Sec- 
retary to  W.  fi(.  Ssvsge,  Esq.,  in  answer  to  his  ef 
the  16th  September,  1812. 

Admiral'9  Pbnn,  Sept.  19, 1812. 
"I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  16th 
instant,  which  I  have  laid  before  Vice  Admiral 
Stirling,  and  I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you  that 
Elijah  Stirling,  and  other  persons  on  board  of 
His  Majesty's  schooner  Decouverte,  said  to  be 
American  seamen,  have  not,  when  called  u^n. 

§  reduced  proof  of  being  subjects  of  the  United 
Itates.  They  do  not  rail  under  the  description 
of  persons  which  I  informed  you,  in  mjr  letter  of 
the  7th  ultimo,  were  intended  to  be  discharged 
from  the  King's  service,  and  to  be  detained  on 
board  the  prison-ship  until  an  exchange  of  pris- 
oners takes  place  with  America. 

<<  The  note  from  Mr.  Meek,  dated  the  21st  Sep- 
tember, 1910,  is  returned  herewith,  apd  as  it  ap- 
pears thereby  that  Admiral  Rowley  thought  the 
circumstances  under  whicn  Elijah  Stirling  was 
impressed  did  not  permit  him  to  be  discharged, 
Vice  Admiral  Stirling  does  not  feel  himself  jus- 
tified in  attending  tolhe  man's  wishes  on  a  bare 
assertion.  The  protection  you  allude  to  is  not  to 
be  found  among  Admiral  Rowley's  papers  left  in 
ibis  office." 


No.  3. 


Detention  of  Mariners  as  prisoners  of  war^  who 
were  in  England  at  the  time  tl^  war  was  de- 
dared.  ^ 

J.  W.  Croker  to  Mr.  Beaslej. 
Admibaltt  Office^  Aug.  5, 1812. 
Sir  :  Having  communicated  to  my  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty  your  letter  of  the 
Slst  ultimo,  transmitting  a  lut  of  men,  said  to  be 


mands  to  acquaint  you,  that,  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, they  will  defer  the  consideration  of 
this  request.    I  am,  dbc. 

R*  G.  BcABLET,  Esq. 


J.  W.  CROKER. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Beaplej  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  dated 

LoMDoif,  Ckt.  23, 1812. 
^I  have  informed  you  that  I  had  addressed 
Lord  Castlereagh  on  the  subject  of  our  citizens 
who  have  been  impressed,  and  are  now  held  in 
the  British  naval  service.  I  demanded  their  re- 
lease, and  complained  of  the  treatment  which 
some  had  received  on  offering  to  give  themselves 
up  as  prisoners,  or  refusing  to  serve  when  they 
beard  of  the  war.  In  reply,  1  have  received  a 
short  note  from  Mr.  Cooke,  one  of  the  under  sec- 
retaries, stating  that  he  was  instructed  to  reqpire 
of  me  the  names  of  the  men  who  had  received 
the  treatment  complained  of,  and  the  vessels  in 
which  they  were,  wnich  I  immediately  furnished, 
and  urged  a  reply  to  the  other  part  of  my  letter. 
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la  ftQ  interview  I  iMiTe  siDce  had  with  Mr. 
Ceoke^  I  took  oecatioD  to  remind  him  of  it,  when 
he  intimated  that  the  QoTernment  did  not  intend 
to  answer  me  on  that  point;  adding,  that  Eng- 
land was  fighting  the  battles  of  the  world ;  we 
had  chosen  to  go  to  war,  and  so  aid  the  great  en- 
em^,  and  that  Ensland  had  as  mncb  right  to  re- 
cruit her  army  and  navy,  in  every  possible  maa- 
oer,  as  France." 

Mr.  Beasley  to  Lord  Cistleroagh. 

WiMPOLE  Strbet,  Oc«.  12, 1812. 

Mt  Lord:  In  consequence  of  the  war  unhap- 
pily existing  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britam,  it  has  become  my  duty  to  call 
your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  situation  of  the 
great  number  of  American  seamen  who  have 
been  impressed^  and  are  now  held  in  the  ships  of 
war  of  His  Britannic  Majesty.  In  addition  to 
the  wrong  which  is  done  to  the  United  States  by 
this  detention  of  their  seamen,  I  regret  to  state 
that  some  of  these  uafbrtunate  persons,  having 
lieard  of  the  war,  and  offered  to  give  themselves 
Up  as  prisoners,  have,  for  so  doing,  or  for  reAising 
to  do  service,  been  punished. 

To  put  an  «nd  to  a  proceeding  and  a  state  of 
things  so  revolting  to  humanity,  and  so  contrary 
to  the  law  and  usage  of  civilized  motions,  I  per- 
suade myself  it  is  only  nocessary  to  present  them 
to  the  view  of  the  British  Qovernment  \  and  I 
therefore  trust  that  effectual  measures  will  be 
immediately  taken. to  restore  these  injured  men 
to  liberty  and  to  their  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  (dbc. 

R.  G.  BEASLBY. 

B.  Cooke  to  R.  O.  Beasley. 

FoREfQN  Office  Od.  19, 1812. 
<* la  consequence  of  your  letter  to  Lord  Casile- 
reagh  of  the  12th  instant,  I  am  directed  by  his 
Lordship  to  desire  that  y6u  will  furnish  me  with 
the  names  of  the  American  sailors  who  have 
been  so  pvinished.  and  of  the  ship  they  are  pn 
board." 

Mr.  Beasley  to  E.  Cooke. 
W1MP01.E  Street,  Oa.  21, 1812. 
Bir:  Agreeably  to  the  request  coatalned  m 
four  letter  of  the  19ih  instant,  I  now  transmit  to 
you  a  list  of  impmted  American  seamen  on 
board  British  ships  of  war,  who,  haviog  heard  of 
the  war,  offered  to  give  themselves  tip  as  prisoa- 
eri,  and  for  so  doing,  or  for  refusing  to  do  ser- 
vice have  been  punished. 

1  beg  you  to  remind  Lord  Castleraagh,  that  the 
other  part  of  my  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  request- 
ing the  release  of  the  Americaa  seamen  detained 
in  the  British  service,  is  still  unanswered. 
.  I  am,  sir,  d^.  R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

The  list  referred  to  in  the  preceding  letter  states 
the  cases  of  the  following  persons : 

John  Ballard;  on  board  the  Zenobta, offered  him* 
telf  a  prisoner,  refused,  and  was  put  in  irons  for 
one  ni^t. 


John  Davis,  on  board  the  Thistle,  gaire  hianalf 
up  as  a  prisoner,  and  refused  further  service,  for 
which  he  was  floffged. 

Bphraim  Covell,  on  board  La  Hogae,  gave  btai- 
self  up  as  a  prisoner,  and  refused  further  aerviee, 
in  consequence  of  which  he  was  kept  teveii  days 
in  irons. 

John  Hosman,on  board  La  Hoffue,gav6  kin- 
self  up  as  a  prisoner,  and  refused  further  nttviet^ 
was  put  in  irons,  still  kept  therein,  and  was  threat* 
ened  by  the  commander  with  furtner  puniehmeot. 

Russell  Brainard,on  board  La  Hogue.  gavehim- 
self  up  as  a  prisoner,  whs  put  in  irons,  and  atill 
kept  taeretn. 

Thomas  W.  Marshall,  Peter  Lazette,  BdWaid 
Whittle  Banks,  and  Levi  Younger,  on  board  the 
Royal  Wittiani,  gave  themselvei  up  as  pHsoners, 
and  were  in  conseouence  thereof  put  into  eloae 
confinement  for  ^ight  days. 


OCTOBBR  12, 1812. 
Mr.  Beasley  tequesu  Lord  Gastlertagh  to-oMa 
the  necessary^  Mssports  to  be  furniphed  for  ike 
American  ship  William  and  Eliza,  CapUiin  How- 
land,  to  proceed  to  the  United  Sutee  witk  i^  — 
lean  citizens. 


October  21, 1812. 
Mr.  Cooke  acquaints  Mr.  Beaaley  tluat  tkere 
will  ))e  no  objection  to  granting  a  license  to  a  car- 
tel for  carrying  to  the  United  SUtes-sueh.  Ameri- 
can citizens  (non^combatanu)  as  mav  wish  vo 
return  to  their  country.  He  requests  Mr.  Beas- 
ley to  inform  him  of  the  situation  of  the  Ameri* 
can  ship  William  and  Eliza. 

.Mr.  Beasley  to  Mr.  Cooks. 

WiMPOLB  Stmbt,  OcL  23, 1812. 

Sta:  I  have  now  the  honor  to  repeat  to  yoa 
what  I  stated  in  conversation  this  momioff.  that 
the  persons  for  whose  return  to  the  United  mates 
I  requested  the  necessary  passports,  are^  for  lire 
most  part.  American  masters  and  mariaers ;  that 
some  of  tttom,  in  cotasequence  of  the  loss  of  their 
vessels  abroad,  have  come  here  on  their  way  to 
America ;  that  others  of  them,  having  been  ana- 
ployed  in  British  ships,  are  now  desiroas  of 
returning  home ;  that  others,  throogh  the  deteo^ 
tion  or  c6ndemnation  of  fheir -vessels  trader  Brit- 
ish Orders  in  Council,  and  others,  through  all  the 
casualties  to  which  this  class  of  men  is  always 
exposed,  are  left  without  the  means  of  oonvey- 
ance.  None  of  these  persons  have  been,  in  any 
way,  engaged  in  hostilities  against  Great  Britain. 
They  are  almost  wholly  destitute,  and,  for  some 
time,  have  been  chiefly  supported  at  the  expense 
of  the  United  States.  There  are  also,  I  believe, 
some  American  merchants  and  supercargoes,  who 
are  anxious  of  availing  themselves  of  the  same 
opportunity  of  returning  to  their  country. 

You  are,  I  presume,  aware,  that  the  American 
Gkvernment  has  afforded  every  facility  to  the  de- 
parture of  those  British  subjects  In  the  -United 
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States  who  were  voder  similar  eiroumstances  witii 
thepersoDs  incladed  in  mj reqaett. 

With  regard  to  tlie  sliip  William  and  Eliza,  in 
which  these  persons  are  to  embark,  I  b^  to  ob- 
serve, that  I  am  well  assured  by  those  who  hare 
charge  of  her,  that  there  is  no  impediment  to  her 
departure. 

I  am,  dbc. 

B.  G.  BEASLEY. 


Mr.  Cooke  to  Mr.  Beaslej. 
FoBEiON  Office,  Oct.  26, 1812. 
Sia:  Having  laid  before  Lord  Castlereagh  your 
letter  requesting  that  you  may  be  allowed  to  send 
a  cartel  to  America,  with  eittztns  of  the  United 
States  who  wish  to  return  to  their  country,  I  am 
directed  by  his  Lordship  to  express  his  consent 
to  this  proposition,  and  am  to  desire  you  will  con- 
fer with  the  commissioners  for  prisoners  of  war 
with  reffard  to  the  account  you  are  to  give  for  such 
parts  of  the  crew  as  shall  appear  to  be  comba- 
tants^and  on  that  principle  must  be  exchanged. 
I  am,  dbc. 

E.  COOKE. 


OoTOBVR  99, 1812. 
Mr.  Beasley  states  to  J.  W.  Croker,  of  the  Ad- 
miralty Office,  that  Lbrd  Castlereagh  had  referred 
him  to  the  commissioners  for  prisoners  of  war ; 
that  he  had  accordingly  applied  to  them,  and 
learnt  that  the  instructions  which  that  board  had 
receired  from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  were 
not  sufficiently  explicit  to  enable  them  to  proceed 
in  the  matter.  Mr.  Beasley  requests  that  their 
Lordships  would  be  pleased  to  give  such  further 
directions  to  the  Transport  Board  as  might  be 
found  necessary. 

October  30, 1812. 
John  Barrow,  of  the  Admiralty  Office,  informs 
Mr.  Beasiejr,  that  his  letter  of  the  29th  of  October 
had  been  laid  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiimlty,  and  that  the  business  had  been 
referred  to  the  Transport  Board. 

OorOBBR  29, 1812. 

Mr.  Beasley  informs  Alexander  MoLeay^  of  the 
Transport  Office,  that  he  had  requested  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty  would  be  pleased  to  give  the 
further  instructions  necessarv ;  and,  presuming 
that  these  instructions  would  be  immediately 
given,  requests  Mr.  MoLeay  to  inform  him  at  what 
time  It  will  be  conrenient  for  the  commissioners 
that  he  should  confer  with  them  on  the  subject. 

OOTOBEB  30, 1812. 
Alexander  McLeay  informs  Mr.  Beasley  that 
he  is  directed  to  desire  that  Mr.  B.  would  trans- 
mit to  the  Transport  Office  a  list  of  all  the  persons 
whom  Mr.  Beasley  proposed  to  send  to  America, 
stating  their  several  qualities,  and  when  and  how 
they  respeetirely  came  to  Great  Britain. 


November  3,  1812. 
Mr.  Beasley  transmits  to  Alexander  McLeay, 
of  the  Transport  Office,  a  list  of  American  citizens 
whoin  it  is  proposed  to  send  to  the  United  States 
in  the  ship  William  and  Eliza,  stating  their  sev- 
eral qualities,  and  when  and  how  they  respect- 
ively came  into  Great  Britain.  This  list  con- 
tains one  hundred  and  ten  names.  To  these  are 
added  a  list  of  six  persons,  being  other  passengers 
in  the  same  yessel.  Mr.  Beasley  remarks  to  Mr. 
McLeay.  ^I  am  well  informed  that  many  per- 
sons of  tne  description  and  under  the  circumstan- 
ces of  those  mentioned  in  the  first  of  these  lists, 
(being  seamen,)  who  were  awaiting  the  result  of 
my  late  application  to  Lord  Castlereagh  for  a 
cartel  for  their  conveyance  to  America,  have, 
within  a  few  days  past,  been  seized  by  the  iinpress 
officers,  and  taken  on  board  the  tender  off  the 
Tower ;  and  I  beg  to  know  what  are  the  inten- 
tions of  the  British  Government  respecting  them." 


NOVBMBBB  6, 1812. 
Alexander  McLeay  informs  Mr.  Beasley  that 
he  had  received  and  laid  before  tbe  commission- 
ers for  the  transport  service,  the  list  of  persons 
proposed  to  be  sent  to  the  United  States  in  the 
William  and  Eliza  cartel,  and  adds :  "  In  return, 
I  am  directed  to  request  that  you  will  inform  the 
board  whether  you  will  engage  that  the  above- 
mentioned  persons,  on  their  arrival  in  the  United 
States,shall  be  exchanged  for  an  equivalent  num- 
ber of  British  subjects,  who  may  have  fallen  into 
the  bands  of  the  Americans.  I  am  at  the  same 
time  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  prisoners  above 
alluded  to  must  sign  en^gements  not  to  serve 
against  this  country  or  its  allies  until  regularly 
exchanged." 


Mr.  Beasley  to  Mr.  McLeay. 

N07BMBEE  7, 1812. 
I  have  to  inform  the  board  that  I  am  willing 
to  engage  that  the  American  citizens  whom  I  pro- 
pose to  send  to  the  United  States  on  board  the 
William  and  Eliza  cartel,  shall,  on  their  arriral 
there,  be  exchanged  for  an  equivalent  number 
of  British  subjects  of  the  same  description,  who 
may  haye  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  United 
States  under  similar  circumstances;  and  that  the 
men  themselyes  shall  sign  enga|[ement8  for  the 
performance  of  any  conditions  similar  to  those 
which  may  haye  been  exacted  of  such  British 
subjects  in  the  United  States ;  it  being  understood , 
that,  if  it  be  found  that  British  subjects,  under 
any  such  circumstances,  have  been  suffered  freely 
to  depart  from  the  United  States,  then  these  en- 
gagements, so  far  as  regards  the  corresponding 
class  of  American  citizensi  shall  be  yoid.  If, 
however,  it  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  board,  that 
the  return  or  exchange  of  these  men  should  be 
regulated  by  the  principles  reeoffnised  by  the  two 
Governments  in  the  cartel  which,  I  am  ii^ormed, 
has  been  lately  concluded  at  Washington,  I  am 
ready  to  enter  into  an  engagement  to  that  effsot. 
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Mr.  McLeay  to  Mr.  Betaley. 

November  13, 1812. 
I  am  directed  to  acquaint  you  that  the  prison- 
ers mentioned  in  the  list  transmitted  by  yOU  will 
be  released,  upon  your  entering  into  an  uncondi- 
tional engagement  that  they  shall  be  exchanged 
for  British  prisoners  now  in  America,  or  who  may 
be  hereafter  taken. 

Mr.  Beasley  to  Mr.  McLeay. 

November  16, 1812. 
'*  For  those  American  citizens  who  composed 
the  crews  of  ships  taken  in  war,  I  am  at  all  times 
ready  to  enter  into  any  engagement  which  Ihe 
law  and  usaffe  of  nations  require.  But.  for  those 
whom  your  laws  have  invited,  or  whom  misfor- 
tune has  thrown  into  your  country — whom  aeci« 
dent,and  not  the  fortune  of  war,  has  placed  within 
your  power,  I  must  still  urge  my  request,  that 
they  be  allowed  to  depart  the  Kingdom  on  the 
conditions  proposed  in  my  letter  of  the  7th  inst.'* 
But,  **if  the  board  will  enter  into  an  uncondi- 
tional engagement,  that  all  British  subjects  who 
have  been  permitted  to  leave  the  United  States 
since  the  declaration  of  war,  or  who  may  be  per- 
mitted to  depart  therefrom,  shall  be  exchanged 
for  American  prisoners  of  war,  I  will,  in  like  man- 
ner, engage  for  those  American  citizens  agreea- 
bly to  your  letter."  Mr.  Beasley  adds:  ^This 
arrangement,  however,  I  would  make  with  great 
reluctance;  because  it  would  not  be  in  unison  with 
that  spirit  of  liberal  warfare  entertained  by  the 
Gk>vernment  of  the  United  States,  and  because  it 
would  bring  within  the  influence  of  the  war  those 
who  might,  without  detriment  to  either  party,  be 
exempt  from  its  operation.'* 


Mr.  Beasley  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  the  Foreign  Office. 
November  23,  1812. 
I  must  beg  leave  to  stat^,  that  that  part  of  my 
note  of  the  12th  ultimo,  addressed  to  Lord  Cas- 
tlerea^h.  relative  to  American  citizens  who  have 
been  impressed,  and  are  now  held  in  His  Majes- 
ty's naval  sercice,  remains  unanswered.  To  the 
reasons  already  ursed  for  the  discharge  of  those 
men,  may  be  added  that  of  compelling  them  to 
fight  against  their  country;  anjl  need  scarcely 
add,  that,  as  they  were  forcibly  detained  before 
the  commencement  of  hostilities,  it  would  be  very 
unjust  to  discharge  them  merely  to  make  them 
prisoners.  Of  the  number  of  those  unfortunate 
persons,  many  must  be  in  vessels  on  foreign  sta- 
tions at  a  great  distance.  It  is  a  subject  of  much 
public  interest  in  the  United  States.and  one  which 
involves  the  domestic  comfort  and  happiness  of 
many  families. 

Mr.  McLeay  wiites  to  Mr.  Beasley,  and,  after  some 
preliminary  reasoning,  says : 

November  24, 1812. 

The  Commissioners  (of  the  Transport  Office) 

are  instructed  (by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 

Admiralty)  to  continue  to  require  from  you  an 

uneoDditional  receipt,  at  prisoners  of  war,  for  all 


persons  of  this  description,  previous  to  th«ir  baiig 
permitted  to  return  to  America. 


Mr.  McLeay  to  Mr.  Beasley. 

Deobmbbb  23, 1812. 
I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  Comvia- 
sioners  for  the  Transport  Service,  dbc.,  your  letter 
of  the  15th  instant,  and  in  return  am  directed  to 
acquaint  you  that,  at  present,  they  are  only  author- 
ized to  deliver  up  to  you  the  Americans  mentioned 
in  the  list  transmitted  by  you  on  the  3d  of  No- 
vember. 


Mr.  Beasley  to  Alexander  McLeay. 

December  8^1819. 

^ After  so  long  a  time  spent  in  discoaeiiig  the 
principles  and  conditions  of  an  exchange  of  pris- 
oners between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain, I  perceive,  with  some  surprise,  by  your  let- 
ter of  yesterday,  that  the  only  persons  whom  the 
board  are  authorized  to  deliver  up  to  me,  are 
those  mentioned  in  the  list  transmitted  to  yoa  on 
the  3d  November,  who,  though  so  long  known  to 
the  board  as  being  at  large  in  this  city,  have 
never  been  detained  as  prisoners,  and  who  have, 
ever  since  their  arrival,  been  maintained  at  the 
charge  of  the  United  Stales,  During  this  in- 
terval those  persons  have  been  partially  dis- 
persed ;  some  have  been  taken  up  as  prisoners, 
some  have  been  impressed,  and  some  have  other- 
wise disappeared.  Others,  however,  under  sim- 
ilar circumstances,  have  since  been  added,  and 
there  now  remain  about  one  hundred  personSir 
Of  these  men,  as  I  understand  the  tenor  of  our 
correspondence,  those  who  belonged  to  vessels 
detained  or  taken  in  war,  are  to  he  suffered  to 
proceed  to  the  United  States  on  my  entering 
into  the  engagement  which  accon^Minied  yoar 
letter  of  the  14th  instant ;  but  that,  for  the  ocheA 
no  engageikient  is  required.  In  order  to  atoia 
any  further  misunderstanding,  I  beg  to 
whether  this  recapitulation  is  correct.'' 


Alexander  McLeay  to  R.  6.  Bea^. 

Trambport  Office,  Dec  26, 1812. 
Sir,:  1  have  received  and  laid  before  the  com* 
missionersfor  the  Transport  Service,  dbc.  your  lat- 
ter of  the  24th  instant,  and,  in  return,  I  am  di- 
rected to  acquaint  yon  that  it  is  the  intention  of 
His  Majesty's  Qovernmeni  that  such  of  the  Amer- 
icans, named  in  the  list  which  accompanied  yonr 
letter  of  the  3d  of  last  month,  as  belonged  to  Tea- 
sels detained  or  taken,  and  as  are  consequentl]^ 
prisoners  of  war,  shall  be  suffered  to  proceed  to 
the  United  States  upon  your  entering  into  the 
engtgeQMQt  which  accompanied  my  letter  of  the 
14th  instant;  but  that,  for  Americans  who  were 
resident  or  travellinj;  in  this  country,  or  resorting 
hither  for  commercial  purposes,  not  as  marintfa, 
no  such  engagement  will  be  required. 
I  am,  &c. 

ALBXANDBR  M'LBA  Y. 
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•Mr.  BMtfej  to  Alexandflr  McLai^. 

Decbmbbr  28, 1812. 
**0n  referring  to  that  list  (which  accompanied 
my  letter  of  the  3d  ultimo)  yon  will  perceive 
another  class  of  persons,  namely,  mariners,  who 
did  not  heloog  to  vessels  detained  or  taken ;  and 
as  year  omitting  to  notice  these  men  in  your 
letter  might  lea? e  room  for  some  doobt  respect- 
ing them,  I  lose  no  time  in  requesting  to  be  in- 
fbrmed  on  what  terms  the  Board  understand  that 
they  are  to  be  suffered  to  return  to  the  United 
States." 

Alexander  McLeay  to  Mr.  Beasley. 

PfiCJiMBER  29, 1812. 

"By  are(er«Qce  to  my  letter  of  the  26th  in- 
stant, you  will  observe  that  mariners  are  ex- 
pressly excepted  from  the  description  of  persons 
who  are  to  oe  released  uncpodiiionally,  and  con- 
se^oently  it  is  necessary  you  should  eive  a  re- 
ceipt for  all  the  mariners  named  i^  the  list  trans- 
mitted by  you." 

Mr.  Beasley  to  Mr.  McLeay. 

Fbbruart  17, 1813. 
^In  your  reply,  of  the  9th  instant,  communi- 
etting  the  result  of  inquiries  made  by  order  of 
tbe  I^rds  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  rela- 
dfe  to  the  alleged  ill  treatment  Of  certam  sea- 
Ben  claiming  to  be  Americans,  in  the  British 
KTYice,  in  consequence  of  their  having  requested 
te  be  considered  as  prisoners  of  war,  as  repre- 
sented in  my  letter  to  Lord  Castlereagh  of  the 
13th  October,  I  have  to  observe,  that,  although 
the  statement  of  those  persons,  and  that  contained 
ia  your  letter,  differ  greatly  as  to  the  degree  of 
this  ill  treatment,  it  does  appear  that  some  sever- 
ity was  exercised  towards  them  on  that  occasion, 
and  without  any  proper  investigation  of  their 
elatm  of  American  citizenship,  which,  if  estab- 
lished, should  have  exempted  them  not  only  from 
pmilshment,  but  from  service.  As  it  may  be  in- 
ferred, however,  from  your  letter,  that  if  proof  be 
produced  to  support  their  claim,  their  request 
wiU  yet  be  complied  with,  I  have  to  inform  you, 
that  evidence  to  that  effect  was  long  since  trans- 
mitted to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  in  behalf 
of  several  of  these  persons."  [Here  follows  the 
names  of  persons,  aud  a  recitation  of  the  proof  of 
citizenship,  dbc.]  Mr.  Beasley  proceeds,  '*  I  cannot 
avoid  expressing  my  disappointment  and  regret 
that  no  notice  has  been  taken  of  the  request  made 
to  Lord  Castlereagh  in  my  letter  of  the  12th  of 
October,  for  the  general  release  of  the  American 
seamen  detained  in  the  British  service." 

Alexander  MeLetj,  to  R.  O.  Beaal^. 
Trarbpobt  Officb,  Feb.  26, 1813. 
8ia:  I  have  received,  and  laid  before  the  Com- 
missioners for  the  Transport  Service,  ^.,  your 
leuer  of  the  7th  of  this  month,  with  ita  enclosure, 
itlative  to  the  alleged  ill  ueatment  of  certain 
wanian,  claiming  to  be  Americans,  in  the  British 
■crviee,  in  eonsequeneeof  their  having  rtqutated 
i3tb  CoNi  2d  Syas.— 72 


to  be  considered  as  prisoners  of  war;  and  tlie 
same  havii^  been  referred  to  the  Risht  Honorable 
the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  i  am 
directed  by  the  Board  to  transmit  to  you  tbe 
enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  which  they  have  re- 
ceived from  their  Lordship's  secretary,  in  answer 
thereto.    I  am,  dtc. 

ALEXANDER  McLEAY. 

John  Banow  to  the  Transport  Board. 

AoMWALTy  Oppiob,  Feb.  25, 1813. 
Gentlemen:  Having  laid  before  my  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  your  letter  of 
the  18ih  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter,  to- 

? aether  with  the  documenu  therein  referred  to, 
rom  Mr.  Beasley,  the  American  agent  for  prison* 
ers  of  war  in  this  country,  on  the  subject  of  cer- 
tain alleged  citizens  of  tbe  United  States  detained 
in  his  Majesty's  service,  I  have  it  in  command  to 
signify  their  Lordships'  directions  to  you  to  ac* 
quaint  Mr.  Beasley,  tnat  neither  now,  in  war,  nor 
before,  during  peace,  is,  or  was,  the  British  Qov- 
ernmeot  desirous  of  having  American  seamen  in 
its  service ;  and  that  their  Lordships  will  now 
discharge,  as  prisoners  of  war,  as  they  formerly 
did  as  neutrals,  those  persons  who  can  adduce 
any  sufficient  proof  of  their  beinz  Americans. 

You  will  further  inform  Mr.  Beasley,  that  all 
the  cases  stated  by  him  have  received,  or  are  under 
accurate  examination,  and  that  such  persons  who 
may  appear  to  be  Americans,  will  be  immediately 
sent  to  prison,  as  many  have  been  already. 
I  am,  ^.  JOHN  BARROW. 


Alexander  McLeay  to  Mr.  Beasley. 

Transport  Office,  MzrcA  6, 1813. 

Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  for 
the  Transport  Service,  dbc.  to  inform  you,  that, 
upon  the  re<?)sipt  of  the  printed  letters  which  were 
transmitted  by  you  to  this  office,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  forwarded  to  certain  seamen  on  board  of 
His  Majesty's  ships  of  war,  they  considered  it 
their  duty  to  submit  the  same  to  tbe  considera- 
tion of  the  Right  Honorable  the  Lords  Cominis- 
sioners  of  the  Admiralty,  and  to  request  their 
Lordships'  directions  on  the  subject;  and  the 
Board  haviojp,  this  day,  received  a  letter  from 
their  Lprdships*  secretary,  of  which  the  enclos^ 
is  a  copy,  I  have  their  directions  to  acquaint  yon 
accordingly,  that  the  letters  in  question  will  not 
be  forwarded,  and  that  you  cannot  be  permitted 
to  maintain  any  correspondence  with  the  sea* 
men  on  board  His  Majesty's  fleet. 

I  am,  du:.  ALEXANDER  M'LEAY. 

John  Barrow  to  the  Transport  Board. 
Admiralty  Oppioe,  March  5. 1813. 
QsMTLiMBif :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  16th 
of  last  month,  enclosing  a  leuer  addressed  by 
Mr.  Beasley  to  a  seaman  on  board  His  Majesty's 
ship  Porcupine,  and  requesting  to  be  informed  if 
lettersof  a  similar  description  should  be  forwarded 
to  the  persons  to  whom  they  are  addressed,  I  am 
eonunanded  by  my  Lords  C^omnisaioners  of  tkt 
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Admiralty,  to  signify  their  dijrection  to  you  not  to 
forward  any  such  letters,  and  to  acquaint  Mr. 
Beasley  that  he  cannot  be  permitted  to  mainuin 
any  correspondence  with  the  seamen  o^  board 
His  Majesty's  fleet ;  observing  to  him,  at  the  same 
time,  that  the  printed  letter  in  question,  contains 
a  statement  unfounded  in  fact,  for  that,  neither 
since  the  war  with  America,  nor  before,  have 
their  Lordships  declined  to  release  American  sea- 
men, admitted  or  proved  to  be  such,  though  they 
have,  and  still  do  refuse  to  release  persons  as- 
suming,  without  any  proof,  or  document,  that 
character.    I  am,  dbc. 

JOHN  BARROW. 


Copy  of  a  printed  drcnlar  letter  addressed  to  American 
seamen  in  British  ships  of  war. 

London, ,  1813. 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the ,  I 

have  to  inform  ^ou,  that  the  Lords  Commission- 
ers of  the  Admiralty  having,  in  consequence  of 
the  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  declined  to  release  those  American  citi* 
zens  who  have  been  impressed,  and  are  held  in 
the  British  service,  there  appears  to  be  no  other 
course  for  you  to  pursue,  than  to  give  yourself  up 
as  a  prisoner  of  war,  to  the  commander  of  the  ship 
in  which  you  are  detained. 

U,  S,  Agent  for  prisoners  of  war. 


Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Beasley  to  Alexandar 
McLeay,  dated  13th  March,  1818. 
'*  In  the  letter  of  their  Lordships'  secretary  of 
the  5th  instant,  the  Board  are  directed  to  observe 
to  me,  that  the  printed  letter  which  laddressed 
to  certain  American  seamen  detained  in  the  Brit- 
ish navy.  **  contains  a  statement  unfouoded  in 
fact ;  for  that,  neither  since  the  war  with  Amer- 
ica, nor  before,  have  their  Lordships  declined  to 
release  American  seamen,  admitted  or  proved  to 
be  such."  It  is  not  necessary  to  my  present  pur- 
pose to  enter  upon  an  examination  of  their  Lord- 
ahips'  conduct  on  this  matter,  before  the  war; 
although  my  own  oflScial  observation,  in  numer- 
ous cases,  when  I  held  the  office  of  Consul,  would 
authorize  me  to  dispute  even  that  part  of  their 
secretary's  assertion.  But,  with  reference  to  their 
Lordships'  conduct  since  the  war,  I  b^  to  re- 
mind them  of  their  letter  of  the  5th  August,  soon 
after  the  commencement  of  the  war,  in  answer 
to  a  request  made  on  the  31st  July,  for  the  release 
of  certain  impressed  American  seamen,  in  which 
their  Lordships,  going  beyond  the  mere  declining 
to  release  the  men,  stated  ''that,  under  the  pre- 
sent circumstances,  they  will  defer  the  considera- 
tion of  the  reque^it  for  their  release ;"  or,  in  other 
words,  that  they  will  not,  at  present,  war  being 
commenced,  even  think  on  ike  subject  of  their 
release.  If  further  proof  be  necessary  of  their 
Lordships'  having,  as  I  stated  in  ray  printed  let- 
ter, declined  the  release  of  such  seamen  in  con- 
aequence  of  the  war,  I  will  call  to  their  recollec- 
tion a  letter  written  by  their  secretary,  on  the 
85th  of  August,  in  antwerto  an.  applieatiott  for 


the  releaae  of  William  WiUoa^  an .  impreased 
American,  detained  on  board  the  Cordelia,  in 
which  they  state  that  this  man,  being  an  alien 
enemy,  must  continue  to  serve,  or  go  to  prison. 
Should  other  corroboration  be  wanted,  it  oaay  be 
found  in  the  long  and  marked  silence  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  to  my  numerous  applications, 
again  and  again  repeated,  for  the  release  of 
these  men ;  seeing  that  it  was  not  until  the  25ih 
of  February,  nearly  seven  months  after  their 
Lordships  had  informed  me  of  their  having  de- 
ferred the  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  nearly 
five  months  after  my  formal  demand  made  to 
Lord  Castlereagh,  that  they  directed  the  Board  to 
inform  me  of  their  intention  to  treat  them  as 
prisoners  of  war.  And  even  this  was  not  done 
until  eight  days  after  my  printed  letter  in  ques- 
tion appears  to  have  been  on  their,  table.  Surdy 
it  was  in  utter  forgetfulness  of  all  these  circum- 
stances^ that  their  Lordships  declared  my  state- 
ment unfouiided  in  fact  $  for  it  appears  impossible 
that  they  can^  in  the  mind  of  any  person,  bear  a 
different  interpretation  from  that  which  I  have 
given  them.  But  how  do  these  Aicts  hear  on 
their  Lordships'  statement?  How,  I  ask,  does 
their  determination,  that  Wilson,  proved  and  ad- 
mitted to  be  an  American,  must  continue  to  aarve 
or  go  to  prison,  support  the  assertion,  thai  their 
Lordships  have  not  declined  to  release  American 
seamen  when  admitted  or  proved  to  be  such? 
But,  perhaps,  in  their  Lordships'  yieWy  to  send 
them  from  service  and  detention  in  ships  of  war, 
to  confinement  in  prisons,  is  to  release  them.  If 
so,  it  is  unnecessary  to  pursue  the  subject  further, 
and  I  will  content  myself  with  having  vindicated 
the  correctness  of  my  own  statement." 

"  I  come  now  to  the  consideration  of  their  Lord- 
ships' purpose,  as  expressed  in  their  secretary's 
letter  of  the  25th  ultimo,  to  treat  as  prisoners  of 
war  the  American  seamen  who  have  been  im- 
pressed, and  are  held  in  the  British  service.  Tak- 
ing into  view  the  manner  in  which  these  unfor- 
tunate persons  came  iuto  the  power  of  the  British 
Government;  that  their  own  rights  and  inclina- 
tions, the  rights  of  their  country,  the  law  of  na- 
tions, and  every  principle  of  justice,  were  violated 
in  the  very  act  by  which  each  of  these  men  was 
brought  within  its  power,  and  that  this  wrong 
accumulates  so  long  as  any  of  them  remain  in  its 
power,  I  do  maintain  that  they  are,  on  every 
ground,  entitled  to,  and  the  British  Grovemment 
IS  bound  to  grant,  their  immediate  and  complete 
release.  It  acquired  them  only  as  the  spoils  of 
unlawful  violence ;  how  then  can  it  retain  them 
as  the  fruits  of  lawful  war  ?  Its  right  of  control 
over  them  can  only  arise  from  the  lawfulness  of 
their  detention ;  but  that  which  was  unlawfully 
taken  cannot  be  rightfully  held;  and  to  acknowl- 
edge the  pretension  to  such  control  as  their  Lord- 
ships' purpose  implies,  would  be  to  legitimatise 
the  act  by  which  they  came  into  their  power. 
The  British  Government  disclaims  all  right  aad 
all  intention  to  take  them,  and  this  disavowal  is 
an  aeknowledgmeat  of  its  otJtgation  to  reatofe 
them  to  the  sao^  condition,  and  to  the  same  frec- 
dooa,  from  which  they  were  taken.    Upoa  what 
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groond  is  it,  then,  that  they  are  to  be  treated  ai 
prtsoners  of  war  1  Not  many  years  have  elapsed 
since  all  Europe  resounded  with  the  complaints 
of  Great  Britaia  against  France,  for  retaining,  as 
prisoners  of  war,  certain  British  subjects,  who,  hav- 
ing entered  the  French  territories,  in  time  of  peace, 
were  found  there  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war. 
Bat,  if  that  were  regarded  in  England  as  an  out- 
rap;e,  what  will  be  thought  of  this  detention,  as 
prisoners  of  war.  of  American  seamen,  who,  har- 
jog  been  wronsniUy  taken  on  the  high  s^ts,  and 
forcibly  carried  into  the  BriUsh  service,  in  time 
of  peace,  are  found  therein  at  the  breaking  out  of 
a  war^ doing  her  service,  and  fighting  her  battles  ? 
The  conduct  of  France  was  attempted  to  be  jus- 
tified by  certain  acts  of  England,  which  were 
alleged  to  be  equally  contrary  to  the  law  of  na* 
lions.  Bat  what  justification,  what  excuse,  can 
be  set  up  for  this  conduct  of  Great  Britain  to- 
wards the  impressed  American  seamen  1  What 
infraction  of  the  law  of  nations,  what  violence  or 
iniustice  exercised  towards  British  subjecu,  or 
what  outride  is  this  cruel  act  to  retaliate  ?  It 
cannot  be  the  free  and  spontaneous  permission 
given  by  the  United  States,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war^  for  every  British  subject,  of  ever^r  class 
and  description,  found  within  tneir  territories,  or 
i&  their  po^er,  to  return  to  his  country,  that  this 
iaprisonment  of  American  seamen  is  to  requite. 
Aoid,  sareiy,  this  cannot  be  the  indemnification 
which  Great  Britain  offers  these  unfortunate  men 
jbr  the  wrongs  which  she  has  inflicted  on  them, 
or  the  reward  which  she  bestows  for  the  service 
she  has  received  at  their  hands. 

^  To  the  unqualified  prohibition  of  all  corres- 
pondence between  myself  and  the  impressed 
Americao  seamen  in  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
fieet,  to  unreservedly  stated  in  the  letter  of  their 
Lordships'  secretary  of  the  6th  instant,  I  must 
eoDform,  whatever  may  be  my  sentiments  and 
feaiings  respecting  it.  The  situation  in  which, 
these  unfortunate  men  and  myself  stood  towards 
eseh  other,  appeared  not  only  to  invite,  but  to 
authorize  a  communication  between  us.  On  their 
part,  the  object  of  this  correspondence  was  to  ob- 
tain infoimation  and  counsel  as  to  the  proper 
manner  of  conducting  themselves  under  circum- 
stances the  most  difficult,  and  on  an  occasion  the 
most  important  and  solemn,  namely^,  how  to  act 
while  forcibly  held  to  service  in  ships  of  war  be- 
longing to  a  State  engaged  in  actual  hostilities 
against  their  country — a  situation  which  their 
own  ffood  sense  and  proper  feelings  taught  them 
was  dike  incompatible  with  their  rights  and  their 
dnties.  My  part  has  been^  after  having  waited 
^fe  months,  in  vain,  for  a  communication  of  their 
Lordships'  intentions,  to  recommend  them,>8ince 
there  appeared  no  means  of  obtaining  their  re- 
lease, to  give  themselves  up  as  prisoners  of  war— 
an  evil  comparatively  light  to  that  which  they 
suffer.  In  other  instances,  their  letters  have  re- 
lated the  rejection  of  their  offer,  and  the  threats 
of  punishment,  and  all  contain  complaints  of  the 
unexampled  hardship  of  their  situation." 

R.  G.  BEASLEY. 

A.  MoLeat,  Esq. 


Extract  of  a  letter  fit>m  Robert  Montgomery,  Consul 
of  the  United  States  at  Alicante,  dated  the  4th  of 
NoTember,  1812,  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

<^  Herewith  is  a  copv  of  a  letter  to  Admiral 
Hallowell,  with  his  reply.  The  man  in  question 
has  declared,  under  oath,  that  he  never  signed 
any  article  or  agreement  whatever  to  serve  on 
board  the  Indeiatigable,  nor  any  other  British 
vessel,  and  he  has  now  left  her,  losing  what  wages 
was  due  him." 


AlicaIitb,  October  23, 1812. 

Sir  :  Philips^  a  mariner  and  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  appears  bv  a  regular  protection, 
from  the  Collector  of  New  York,  infornos  me 
that,  some  time  since  since,  he  engaged  himself 
on  board  the  transport  Indefatigable,  for  six 
months,  at  certain  wages  agreed  for ;  that  he  has 
now  been  ei^ht  months  in  said  vessel,  and  de- 
mands his  discharge  and  wages,  but  the  master 
having  refused  both,  obli£[es  me  to  request  yon 
will  inform  yourself  of  the  fact,  and  if  as  the  mari- 
ner states,  order  him  to  be  paid  off  and  discharged. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you,  dtc. 

ROBT.  MONTGOMERY. 

Benjamin  Hallowell,  Esq., 

Admired  Royal  Navy  Great  Britain. 

Admiral  HalloweU  to  Mr.  Montgomery. 
H.  M.'8  Ship  Malta,  (Alicante  Bay,) 
October  26, 1812. 
Sir:  I  find  upon  inquiry  that  there  is  on  board 
the  Indefatigable  transport,  the  man  mentioned 
in  your  letter  of  the  23a.    As  there  is  no  objeo- 
tion  to  a  foreigner  going  in  the  station  of  mariner, 
on  board  a  vessel  of  that  description,  and  as  he 
has  signed  articles  of  agreement  to  serve  on  board 
the  Indefatigable,  I  sluiU  not  molest  him  while 
he  continues  in  her  3  but  the  moment  he  gets  his 
discharge,  I  shall  deem  it  my  duty  to  take  hold  of 
him,  and  put  him  in  confinement,  as  a  prisoner 
of  war.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^., 


No.  4. 


ComfvUory  service  of  impressed  Americans  on 
board  British  ships  of  war. 

I,  Beekman  Verplanck  Hoffman,  of  the  town 
of  Poughkeepsie,  do  certify,  that  I  am  a  Lieaten« 
ant  in  the  United  States'  Navy ;  that  I  was  a 
Lieutenant  on  board  the  Constitution  frigate  ih 
the  action  and  capture  of  the  Ckierriere;  that 
aAer  her  surrender,  I  was  sent  on  board;  and 
after  taking  out  the  crew,  fired  and  blew  op  the 
ship;  that  eiffht  impressed  American  seamen 
were  among* the  crew  of  the  Guerriere,  who  were 
liberated  at  Boston.  I  was  also  on  board  the 
Constitution,  in  the  action  and  capture  of  the 
Java,  and  was  sent  on  board  that  vessel,  and  aAer 
the  crew  were  removed,  set  her  on  fire  and  blew 
her  up.  Among[  the  crew  of  the  Java,  thirteen 
impressed  American  seamen  were  found,  three  of 
whom  had  entered  the  British  service,  and  were 
left,  the  other  ten  were  liberated  as  Americans. 
B.  V.  HOFFMAN. 

FouQHKBBPSiB,  April  16, 1813» 
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1>«T0BJM8  COUMTT,  «^ .' 

Hichard  Thompson,  being  sworn,  saith.  that  he 
is  a  native  of  NewPaltz.  opposite  Ponghkeepsie ; 
that  he  sailed  from  Wilmington,  about  the  28th 
of  April.  1810^  on  board  the  brig  Warren.  Wil- 
liam Keilf ,  Captain,  for  Cork.  On  the  home- 
Ward  pasMge,  in  September  following,  he  was 
impessed  and  taken  on  board  the  Peacock,  a 
Bntiih  sloop-of-war,  and  compelled  to  do  duty. 
That,  while  on  board  that  yessel,  he  made  mmnf 
unsuccessful  attempts  to  write  to  his  friends  to 
inform  them  of  his  sitattion.  He  further  saith, 
that,  after  he  bad  heard  of  the  war,  himself  and 
two  other  impressed  American  seamen,  who  were 
on  board  the  Peacock,  went  aft  to  the  Captain, 
and  claimed  to  be  considered  as  American  priaon- 
ers  of  war,  and  refused  to  do  duty  any  longer. 
They  were  ordered  off  the  quarter  deck,  and  the 
Captain  called  for  the  master-at-arms,  and  ordered 
us  to  be  put  in  irons;  we  were  then  kept  in  irons 
about  twenty-four  hours,  when  we  were  taken 
out,  brought  to  the  gangway,  stripped  of  our 
clothes,  tied  and  whipped,  each  one  dozen  and  a 
half  lashes,  and  put  to  duty. 

He  further  saith,  that  he  was  kept  on  board  the 
Peacock,  and  did  doty,  till  the  action  with  the 
Hornet;  after  the  Horner  hoisted  American  colors, 
he,  and  the  other  impressed  Americans,  again 
went  to  the  Captain  or  the  Peacock,  asked  to  be 
aent  below,  said  It  was  an  American  ship,  and 
that  they  did  not  wish  to  fight  against  their  coun- 
try. Toe  Captain  ordered  us  to  our  quarters ; 
called  Midshipman  Stone  to  do  his  duty  ;  and  if 
we  did  not  do  our  duty,  to  blow  our  brains  out. 
^  Air,  ay  !^  was  answered  by  Stone,  who  then 
held  a  pistol  at  piy  head,  and  ordered  us  to  our 
plaoes.  We  then  continued  at  our  piecesj  and 
were  compelled  to  fight  till  the  Peacock  struck ; 
and  we  were  liberated  after  an  impressment  of 
about  two  years  and  eight  months, 
his 
RICHARD  -f.  THOMPSON, 
mark 

Read  orer  and  signed  in  presence  of 

JOSEPH  HARRIS, 
JOHN  S.  PREAR. 

PoUQBKEBPSiE,  April  17, 1813. 


DOTCBISa  CotTKTT,  «f  .* 

James  Toinpkins,  being  sworn,  saith,  that  he 
is  a  native  of  Ulster  county,  opposite  Poughkeep^ 
aie ;  that  he  sailed  out  of  New  York,  in  the  mooth 
of  April,  1812,  in  the  ship  Minerva,  bound  to  Ire- 
land ;  that,  on  her  homeward  bound  passage,  in 
Jaly  after,  this  deponent,  with  three  other  Ameri- 
can seamen,  Samuel  Davis,  William  Youpg,and 
John  Brown,  were  impressed  and  taken  on  board 
the  British  ship  Acteon,  David  Smith,  Captain. 
We  were  taken  on  Saturday  evening;  on  Mon- 
day morning  we  were  brought  to  the  gangway, 
and  informed  that  we  must  enter  on  board  the 
ship  and  live  as  other  seamen,  or  we  should  live 
OQ  oatmeal  and  water  and  receive  five  dozen 
lashes.   This  deponent  says,  Mmaelf  and  tht  other 


three  impressed  with  him,  did  refuse  to  enter, 
and  each  of  them  were  then  whipped  five  dozen 
lashes.  On  Wednesday  following,  we  were  again 
all  brought  up  and  had  the  same  offer  made  to 
us,  to  enter,  which  we  refused,  and  we  were  again 
whipped  four  dozen  lashes,  each.  On  Saturday 
after,  the  like  offer  was  made  to  us.  and  on  our 
refusal  we  were  again  whipped  three  dozen  li^hes. 
On  Monday  following,  still  refusing  to  enter,  we 
were  again  whipped  two  dozen,  each.  On  Wed- 
nesday following,  we  were  again  whipped  ooe 
dozen  each,  and  ordered  to  be  taken  below,  and 
put  in  irons  till  we  did  enter;  and  the  Captain 
said  he  would  punish  the  damned  Yankee  rascals 
till  they  did  enter.  We  were  then  put  in  irons, 
and  laid  in  irons  three  months. ,  During  the  time 
of  our  impressment  the  ship  had  an  action,  and 
captured  a  French  ship.  Before  thu  action  we 
were  taken  out  of  irons  and  asked  to  fight,  but 
we  refused;  and  after  the  action  we  were  agun 
ironed,  where  we  remained  till  the  ship  arrived 
at  London.  After  arriving  there  we  first  heard 
of  the  war  with  America,  and  that  the  Gaerriere 
was  taken.  This  deponent  took  his  shirt,  and 
Samuel  Davis  and  William  Young  took  thair 
handkerchiefs,  made  stripes  and  stars  for  the 
American  colors,  and  bung  it  over  a  gnn.  and 
gave  three  cheers  for  the  victory.  The  next 
morning  at  six  o'clock  we  were  brought  up  and 
whipped,  two  dozen  lashes  each,  for  huzzaing  ibr 
the  Yankee  flag.  Shortly  after  this,  we  were  all 
released  by  the  assisunce  of  the  American  Con- 
sul and  Captain  Hall,  who  knew  us. 

This  deponent  further  saith,  that  all  had  pro- 
teotions,  and  showed  ihem,  and  claimed  to  be 
Americans,  at  the  time  they  were  impreeaed. 
JAMES  TOMPKINS. 

Sworn  before  me  this  17th. day  of  April,  ldI3; 
at  which  time  the  said  James  Tompkina  ahawed 
me  his  wrists,  which,  at  his  requeat,  I  riawMiii, 
and  there  appeared  to  be  maf  ks  oa  both  of  tkaM, 
occasioned,  as  I  suppose,  from  his  having'tem 
in  irons. 

WM.  W.  BOGARDUB, 
Jueiiet  of  ^  Peace. 
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Violation  of  Fla^  of  THioe. 

MoHTRBAL  Prison,  May  6, 1613. 
Sie:  I  am  an  unfortunate  American,  who  was 
taken  by  the  Indians  on  my  way  to  Maiden,  with 
a  flag  of  truce,  from  General  Harrison,  on  the 
night  of  the  31st  of  January,  and  after  a  variety 
of  indignities,  too  tedious  to  mention,  I  was 
brought  here,  and  put  in  the  dungeon  for  thirty- 
three  da vs,  and  have  been  up  on  the  centre  floor  a 
week.  I  wish  to  see  you,  if  possible,  and  have 
your  advice,  dbc.    In  haste,  yours,  ^., 

SAML.  McKEBHAN, 
Swrgeon^e  Mate^  2d  Reg.  2d  Brig. 
OhioMi&ia. 
Lieutenant  Dudlxt. 
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MoMTRBAL  Prisob,  May  9, 1813« 

SiB :  Yesterday  Sir  Qeorge'ti  Aid  came  and  in^ 
formed  me  that  the  nature  of  my  confinement 
had  b«eo  contrary  to  his  orders,  and  Colonel  Leth- 
bridge  was  required  to  restore  me  my  liberty.  I 
was  also  informed  that  you  and  myself  would, 
probably,  in  a  few  days,  be  sent  to  the  United 
States.  Colonel  Lethbridge  told  me  he  would 
send  for  me  at  3  o'clock,  and  take  my  parole.  In 
less  than  one  hour,  Major  Sbackleton  called,  and 
said  the  GoTernor,  after  a  more  mature  conside- 
ration, had  concluded  he  could  not  let  me  have 
my  liberty  until  he  would  hear  from  General 
Proctor. 

Two  or  three  days  after  my  imprisonment, 
Major  Sbackleton  told  me  that  Gkneral  Proctor 
had  pioraised,  with  the  nejU  despatches,  to  send 
all  the  papers  relating  to  my  case,  and  that  then. 
I  would  have  a  heaipin^.  ' 

So  you  may  see  punishment  by  torture  is  not 
yet  abolished.  If  they  had  drove  a  dagger  through 
my  hearty  mj  punishment  would  have  oeen  much 
leas,  and  their  compassion  much  greater. 
Yours,  &c.>  1 

SAMUEL  MoKEEHAN. 

Majot  Sbackleton  also  told  me  that  Colonel 
Baylies  was  onaothorized  to  tell  me  what  he  did. 

S^  MoK. 
Litateoant  Dihilbt« 

Mohtbsal  Jail,  May  12,  XB13. 
Sm:  I  am  requested  by  Doctor  McKeehan  to 
ioform  yon  of  his  present  unpleasant  situation. 
He  is  at  this  time  so  unwell  as  to  be  confined  to 
his  bed,  and  has  no  chance  of  getting  anything  to 
make-  faina  comfortable.  No  person  attends  here 
to  examine  our  situation ;  neither  have  we  a 
chance  to  send  out  after  any  necessaries  that  we 

WMH. 

I  am  conident  the  Doctdr's  case  requires  some 
very  speedy  aid,  particularly  as  it  respects  his 
CMianed  situation,  lodging,  dbc.  Yours,  respect- 
foMy,  GEO.  H.  RODGERS, 

*  VhUed  States^  Army. 

Lteatenant  Dudley. 

Doctor  MrKeekan^s  NamOiau 

ALBAMT,Ma^24, 1813. 
On  the  31st  of  Jaauery  last  I  was  ordered  by 
Qeneral  Hanrison  to  proceed  to  the  river  Raisin, 
with  a  flag  of  truce,  and  from  thence  to  Maiden, 
if  not  stopped  by  the  Indians.  We  arrived  at  the 
foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  Miami,,  at  dark,  and  not 
finding  a  company  of  rangers  as  expected,  we 
eaeamptd  in  a  cave^  the  horse  and  carryall  be- 
fore the  door,  and  the  flag  staadli^  by  tham. 
About  midnight  the  Indians  fired  in  upoa  us, 
killed  Mr*  Lemont,  wounded  myself  in  the  foot, 
and  mada  us  prisoners.  After  despatching  Mr. 
Lemoot  with  the  tomahawk,  scalping  and  strip* 
|ttag  him.  they  seised  my  horse,  harness,  great 
coai^  hlankats,  and  other  clothing,  and  one  bun* 
dred  dollars  in  gold,  which  the  CSeneral  had  sent 
to.paoeuve  necessaries  for  the  wounded  of  Geae- 
ral  WiacAi^ster's  aran^^ 


That  night  I  was  made  to  walk  more  than 
twenty  miles,  to  where  Captain  Elliot  was  sta^ 
tioned  with  a  party  of  Indians.  The  captain 
treated  me  politely,  and  sent  me  to  Colonel  Proc- 
tor. I  was  scarcely  seated  before  the  Colonel' 
began  to  et claim* a^inst  General  Harrison ;  said 
he  had  been  used  to  fight  Indians  and  not  Brit- 
ish J  found  fault  with  my  instructions,  and  said 
the  flag  was  only  a  pretext  to  cover  a  bad  design. 
I  rebutted  his  insinuations  with  indignation, 
whkh  I  believe  has  been  the  cause  of  allmjr 
troubles  since.  I  was  not  reepgnised,  in  my  om- 
ciaLcharacter,  until  the  5th  of  February,  when  I 
Was  informed  by  Proctor's  aid  that  I  should  at- 
tend on  the  wounded  with  Dr.  Bower,  and  that 
I  would  be  seat  to  the  United  States^  but  by  a. 
difllnrent  route  from  that  which  I  came.  Doctor 
Bower  in  a  few  days  was  sent  home  and  I  de- 
tained. 

On  the  2d  of  March,  I  was  arrested,  by  order 
of  Colonel  Proctor,  and  accused  of  carrying  on  a 
private  correspondence.  On  the  8th,  without 
having  any  trial,  ordered  to  Montreal,  and  hur- 
ried on  from  Fort  George,  night  and  day,  al- 
though thinly  clothed,  and  the  weather  very  cold. 
Prom  Kingston  to  Prescott,  I  was  made  to  eat 
with  the  officers'  servants.  This  course  of  tor- 
ture being  finished,  on  the  38th,  when  I  arrived 
in  Montreal^  and  without  being  asked  any  ques- 
tions, or  suffered  to  ask  any  myself  I  was  put 
inta  the  dungeon,  eight  or  ten  feet  below  the  sur- 
face of  the  ground,  where  I  had  neither  bed  nor 
bedding,  chair,  bench,  or  stool ;  denied  pen,  ink, 
and  paper,  or  even  the  use  of  a  book,  for  two 
weeks.  The  only  current  of  air  that  passed 
through  my  apartment  came  through  the  boweU 
of  the  privy  1  Here  I  was  kept  thirty-three  days, 
when  I  was^  to  my  great  joy.  put  up  with  the 
American  prisoners,  and  with  tnem  permitted  to 
remain^  until  last  Monday,  when  I  was  liben^ed 
by  the  mterceision  of  Lieutenant  Dudley,  of  the 
navy.  Colonel  Bayne^  aid  to  the  Governon 
told  me  the  outrage  which  had  been  committea 
on  my  person  was  contrary  to  his  orders. 

I  left  fourteen  American  prisoners  in  jail,  viz: 
GeOrffe  H.  Rodgers,  United  States'  army  \  Wil- 
liam Hollenback,  Onis  Hooker,  Philaster  Jonesi 
Harry  Joaes^  Lewis  Miaor,  Zebina  Cookey,  Phi- 
ney  Conkey,  Canton;  Seth  Barnes,  Camden; 
Jared  Witheril,  John  Campbell,  Sohoharie;  Ida* 

1*or  Watson.  Ogdensburg;  Alexander  McGregor^ 
3alston,  who  were  kept  in  close  conflaementy 
notwitbstandinff  Colonel  Lethbridge  and  Biigor 
Shackelton  had  pledged  their  words  to  Captaio. 
Conkey,  before  he  leu  MonUeal  for  Quebec,  that 
they  should  have  the  liberty  of  the  town  during 
the  day.    But  the  Captain  was  scarcely 


when  the  pledge  was  either  forgotten  or  ditia- 
garded.  The  prisoners  now  are  not  permitted  ta. 
procure  such  th^iun  as  their  small  stock  of  money 
would  provide.  Sometimes  they  are  half  a  day 
without  water,  and  two  or  three  days  withottt 
wood ;  and  if  the^  complain  they  are  cursed  and 
abused  by  the  jailer,  and  told  they  are  only  al- 
loared  a  quart  of  water  in  the  day.  I  am  re- 
qocated  to  repteaeat  their  situation  to  Gknerai 
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Dearborn,  which  I  intend  to  do  ats  book  as  I  ar- 
rive at  Sackett's  Harbor.  ' 

This  is  a  sketch  of  the  indignities  I  have  had 
to  put  up  with,  since  the  last  of  January.  I  am, 
yours,  &c.  SAMUEL  McEEEHAN, 

Sur^an^s  Mate  2d  reg^l  Ohio  MUitia. 

To  his  Ezesllency  Major  General  Dearborn. 
Niagara  Coffbb  Houbb,  June  4, 1813. 

Sib  :  Without  introduction  or  apology.  I  beg 
leare  to  state  to  yoi^r  Excellency  that,  on  tne  Slst 
of  January  last,  I  was  ordered  by  General  Harri- 
son to  proceed  to  the  river  Raisin  with  a  fla^  of 
truce.  I  was  required,  in  my  instructions,  if  I 
met  no  British  officer  at  that  place,  to  proceed  to 
Maiden  (if  too  mat  danger  aid  not  appear  from 
the  savages.)  The  same  evening,  thirty-three 
miles  from  the  river  Raisin,  the  Indians  fired 
upon  us  and  killed  Mr.  Lemont,  (one  of  my  at- 
tendants,) wounded  myself  in  the  foot,  then  con- 
veyed me  to  Captain  £lliot,  who  took  me  to  the 
river  Raisin,  and  from  thence  sent  me  to  General 
Proctor,  at  headquartersjin  Sandwich,  who  swore, 
hj  God,  that  the  flag  and  papers  which  I  gave 
him,  was  only  a  pretence  to  cover  a  dishonorable 
service.  I  rebutted  his  insinuations  as  moder- 
ately as  my  indignant  feelings  would  permit. 
General  Proctor  made  several  observations  on 
General  Harrison's  ability  aa  a  commander ;  said 
he  was  used  to  fight  Indians,  but  not  British 
troops^  dbc.  He  kept  my  instructions;  did  not 
even  inform  the  senior  officer,  Ensiffa  Baker,  of 
the  American  prisoners,  that  he  had  a  letter  for 
him.  I  was  ordered  to  a  tavern,  under  the  charge 
of  a  French  sergeant.  I  waited  till  the  ith  of 
February  before  I  wrote  to  General  Proctor,  de- 
manding in  what  character  I  was  considered; 
how  long  I  would  he  detained,  and  the  cause  of 
my  detention. 

The  next  day  the  General's  aid  informed  me  I 
was  recognised  as  surgeon's  mate,  and  would  at- 
tend with  Doctor  Bower  oil  the  American  wound- 
ed prisoners.  On  the  12th  I  received  a  letter 
from  General  Proctor,  in  answer  to  one  I  had 
written  the  day  before,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  copy: 

Sanowich,  FAruary  12,  1813. 

Sib:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  llth  in- 
stant, lam  directed  by  Colonel  Proctor,  command- 
ing, to  observe,  that  you  were  sent  in  tor  the  pur- 
pose of  attenaing  on  the  sick  and  wounded  of 
General  Winchester's  army,  for  which  purpose 
you  are  now  detained ;  and  beg  leave  further  to 
ol»erve,  that,  in  the  execution  of  your  duty,  you 
will  render  a  most  important  service  to  your 
country. 

1  have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  your  humble  and 
most  obedient  servant, 

A.W.McLEAN,il. />.  C. 

I  continued  to  attend  the  wounded  until  the  2d 
of  March,  when  A.  D.  C.  McLean  informed  me 
me  that  I  was  accused  of  carrying  on  a  private 
correspondence,  and  that  he  was  ordered  to  take 
me  into  custody  and  secure  my  papers ;  whieh 


was  accordingly  done  in  the  most  uncivil  man- 
ner. On  the  8th  of  March,  I  was  taken  hy  a 
guard  to  Fort  George,  without  trial  or  hearing, 
although  I  had  written  to  General  Proctor  re- 
peatedly, requesting  an  investigation,  to  which  I 
received  no  answer  of  any  kind.  From  Fort 
Grforge  I  was  sent  to  Montreal,  and  hurried  on 
night  and  day,  although  thinly  clothed  (having 
heen  robbed  and  stripped  by  the  Indians)  and  the 
weather  very  cold.  On  my  arrival  at  Montreal, 
I  was.  without  being  asked  any  questions,  or  per- 
mitted to  ask  any  myself,  put  into  a  dungeon  eight 
or  ten  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground,  in 
dark  and  solitary  confinement,  and  there  kept 
thirty-three  da^^s,  after  which  time  I  was  put  up 
with  the  American  prisoners*  A  few  days  after 
my  elevation.  Lieutenant  Dudley  became  ac- 
quainted with  my  situation,  and  made  such  rep- 
resentations to  Governor  Prevost  as  induced  his 
Excellency  to  send  his  aid,  Colonel  Bayne$,  who 
said  he  was  directed  by  the  Governor  to  inform 
me  that  the  outrage  which  had  been  committed 
on  my  person  was  contrary  to  his  orders,  and  cold 
Colonel  Lethbridge  to  take  my  parole  and  libe- 
rate me  immediately.  The  Colonel,  not  having 
materials  for  writing  at  hand,  said  he  would  sena 
for  me  at  three  o'plock.  In  less  than  one  homri 
the  town  major  came,  and  informed  me  that  the 
Governor,  on  more  mature  consideration,  thonffht 
he  could  not  liberate  me  until  he  got  despatches 
from  General  Proctor.  On  the  ITth  May,  eight 
or  ten  days  after,  I  was  taken  from  prison,  and, 
in  company  with  Lieutenant  Dudley,  sent  to  the 
United  States.  I  may  here  observe^  that  the 
apartment  in  which  t  was  confined  did  not  contain 
either  chair,  bench,  or  stool,  or  any  bedding  what- 
ever^ for  the  space  of  two  weeks.  Fresh  beef  was 
furnished,  but  no  salt.  I  was  denied  pen,  ink,  and 
paper,  and  treated  uniformly  with  the  utmost 
contempt  by  the  sergeant,  whom  1  had  the  honor 
of  seeing  once  every  day  for  a  few  minutes.  By 
the  request  of  fourteen  American  prisoners,  now 
in  Montreal  jail,  whose  names  are  hereunto  an- 
nexed, I  beg  leave  to  state  to  your  Bxcelleneyi 
(hat  they  are  kept  in  close  confinement,  sometimes 
half  a  day  without  wate^,  and  frequently  two  or 
three  days  without  wood  to  cook  with  ;  and  when 
thejT  complained,  the  jailer's  curses  were  fre^j 
lavished  upon  them.  They  have  not  the  privi- 
lege of  procuring  some  little  necessaries  which 
the  benevolence  of  some  humane  persons  enabled 
them  to  do  by  giving  them  a  little  money.  Sir 
George  Prevost  has  told  them  that  their  confine- 
ment is  owing  to. the  bad  faith  of  their  own  Gov- 
ernment, &c. 

I  would  have  stated  to  your  Exeelleney  the 
knowledge  I  had,  through  the  report  of  others, 
of  the  outrages  and  cruelties  exercised  on  the 
American  prisoners  taken  at  General  Winches- 
ter's defeat,  but  must  refer  your  Etceltency  to 
Mr.  Ruland.  who  had  a  command  in  the  Michi- 
(ran  militia  last  Summer,  and  who  was,  after  hav- 
ing  been  dispossessed  of  all  his  property,  sent  to 
Fort  George  with  me,  who  no  dount^  had  many 
opportunities  of  hearu^snch  things  triumphantly 
spoken  of  among  British  ofilcera  and  tnbjeeta. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yoor  ExcelleDcy's  most 
hvmble  aod  obedient  seryant, 

SAMUEL  McKEEHAN. 
Swrgeon^s  Mate  2d  Regt  Ohio  Militia. 

Lut  of  persons  left  in  Montreal  jail* — Qcorge 
H.  Rodgfers,  U.  S.  Army,  Qaines  Hooker,  Jared 
Witberall,  Lewis  Minor,  Pliny  Conkey,  Wm> 
Holleabaek^hilaster  Jones,  Major  Watson,  John 
Campbell,  David  Johnson,  Seth  Barns,  Danny 
Jooes,  Alexander  McGregor,  Zebina  Conkey. 


No.  6. 


Ransom  of  American  prisoners  from  Indians  in 

the  British  sermce. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Woodward  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State. 

Albany.  Afarc^  22, 1813. 

''A  few  days  previous  to  the  3l8t  of  January, 
1813, 1  transmitted  some  letters  addressed  to  the 
friends  and  families  of  a  few  of  the  prisoners 
whom  we  had  been  able  to  ransom  out  of  the 
bands  of  the  savaffes. 

"On  the  31st  or  January  I  addressed  you  a  let- 
ter covering  similar  information  for  tweire  eiher 
families.'' 


No.  7. 


PUlage  and  destruction  of  private  property  on 
the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and  in  the  neighboring 
country, 
William  Sears,  of  Talbot  county,  in  Maryland, 

states,  that  about  thej day  of  April  last,  whilst 

the  British  squadron,  commanded,  as  he  under-, 
stood,  by  Admiral  Warren,  lay  about  Sharp's 
iitand,  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  he  being  on  the 
island  called  Poplar  island,  his  place  of  residence, 
observed  some  tend^  and  barges  coming  off  from 
the  squadron  in  a  direction  towards  the  said  island. 
The  relater  was  then  in  the  act  of  removing  his 
furniture  and  other  property  from  the  island,  and 
hastened  therein  from  seeing  the  apparent  ap- 

g roach  of  the  enemy;  but  the  said  tenders  and 
irges,  whilst  this  relater  was  crosssing  to  the 
main  with  his  scows  and  batteaux  laden  with  bis 
property,  and  in  tow  of  his  two  schooners,  ap- 
peaved  suddenly  to  put  back  to  their  ships.  The 
relater  afterwards,  in  the  afternoon  and  evening 
of  the  same  day,  made  two  other  trips  to  the 
island,  and  succeeded  in  getting  off  all  his  bacon. 
On  the  svcceeding  day,  as  this  relater  thinks  it 
was,  he  again  went  on  the  island  and  got  off  forty 
or  fifty  barrels  of  his  com  and  some  other  articles, 
without  anjr  interruption  from  the  enemy.  The 
rebiter  having,  in  his  first  trip,  got  off  his  family 
and  slaves,  he  now  watched  the  movements  of 
the  enem]r  from  his  farm  on  the  main.  On  Sun- 
day morning  the  -*-—  he  saw  two  tenders  come 
to  at  Poplar  island  and  ^o  ashore  in  barges, 
and,  after  some  lenffth  of  time,  he  saw  them  de- 
part from  the  island.  The  relater,  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  last  mentioned  day,  in  company  with 
several  of  his  neighbors,  went  to  see  what  the 
enemy  had  done  on  the  island,  and  found  that 
they  had  injured  nothing,  nor  taken  anything 


away  except  some  cider  from  the  cellar.  The 
rdater  then  took  off  with  him  as  many  of  hie 
hogs  and  other  articles  as  he  could,  and  was  bur* 
ried  off  by  seeing  the  enemy  put  off  from  the 
squadron  with  several  barges  in  tow  of  their  ten* 
ders.  The  enemy,  on  that  evening,  took  posses- 
sion of  the  island,  and  remained  that  night  and  a 
part  of  the  next  day,  as  well  as  this  relater  recol- 
lects ;  and,  on  the  last  mentioned  day.  left  the 
island  and  followed  the  squadron,  whicn,  in  the 
meantime,  had  moved  up  the  bay.  The  relater, 
seeing  this,  on  the  next  or  the  second  day  after, 
again  went  on  the  island,  and  there  found  that  the 
enemy  had  taken  and  killed  about  thirty  head  of 
bUck  cattle,  eighty-six  head  of  old  sheep  and  be- 
tween twenty  ana  thirty  lambs;  that  they  had 
killed  three  hundred  breeding  sows  in  their  beds, 
whose  pigs^  were  found  dead;  and  that  they  had 
taken  off  almost  all  of  his  poultry,  all  he  supposes 
they  could  catch.  From  his  house  (where  ha 
had  left  some  of  his  worst  furniture)  they  took 
off  an  old  looking  glass,  worth  about  four  dollars, 
and  some  newspapers  in  a  file.  They  broke  sev- 
eral locks  and  one  door,  and  threw  many  things 
about  the  house.  In  a  bouse  on  the  island,  which 
hhd  been  occupied  by  James  Sears,  they  broke 
his  desk  to  pieces  and  threw  about  his  furniture 
and  other  things;  but  the  relater  does  not  now 
recollect  that  anything  was  uken  awav. 

In  testimony  whereof  the  said  William  Sears 
hath  hereunto  set  his  hand,  this  22d  day  of  June, 
1813.  WILLIAM  SEARS. 

Maryland,  Talbot  County,  ss: 

Be  it  remembered,  that,  on  this  22d  day  of  June, 
1813.  William  Sears,  Esq.,  of  Talbot  county,  per- 
sonally appears  before  me.  the  subscriber,  one  of 
the  justices  of  the  peace  or  the  State  of  Maryland, 
in  and  for  Talbot  county,  duly  commissioned  and 
qualified,  and  made  oatn  on  the  Holy  Evange- 
lists, that  the  statement  of  facts  herein  contained 
is  substantially  true,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge, 
recollection,  and  belief. 

Sworn  before  me,  PETER  DENNY. 

State  of  Maryland,  Talbot  County,  to  wit: 

I  hereby  certify,  that  Peter  Denny,  Esq.,  before 
whom  the  abore  affidavit  appears  to  have  been 
made,  and  who  has  thereto  subscribed  his  name^ 
was,  at  the  time  of  taking  and  signing  the  samCi 
and  still  is,  one  of  the  State  of  Maryland's  jus- 
tices of  the  peace,  in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid, 
duly  commissioned  and  qualified. 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereto  set  my 
hand,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office, 
[l.  8.]    this  twenty-fourth ,  day  of  June,  Anno 
Domini  1813. 

JACOB  LOOCKERMAN, 

OerAr  Thlbot  County  Court. 


State  of  Maryland,  Cecil  County: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber, 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  and 
State  aforesaid,  Frisby  Henderson,  and  made  oath 
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00  the  Holj  E?aDffeIi8ts  of  Almighty  God^  that, 
on  the  29th  day  of  April,  1813,  about  se?en  o'clock 
A*  M^  a  considerable  British  force,  distributed 
into  thirteen  barges,  commenced  a  hostile  attack 
on  a  landing  called  Frenchtown,  the  property  of 
this  deponent,  in  the  county  aforesaid ;  that,  some 
days  pre? ious  (hereto,  a  battery  for  fi?e  {[ons  had 
bifen  commei>ced  on  the  wharr,  but  was  in  an  un- 
finished state ;  that,  on  the  approach  of  the  Britbk 
force,  eight  or  ten  men  collected,  and  commenced 
firing  from  the  battery,  and  stopped  the  advance 
of  the  barges  for  some  time.  The  ammunition 
being  expended,  the  barges  then  came  on,  and  a 
firing  from  them  commenced  of  cannon  shot  at 
the  battery,  and  also  at  the  dwelling  houses  in 
Frenchtown.  The  British  then  landed  on  the 
wharf,  and  immediately  set  fire  to  a  new  store- 
hpouie  on  the  wharf,  which  at  that  time  contained 
nothing  but  a  large  quantity  of  oats,  the  property 
of  this  deponent ;  and  also  a  fishery  adjoining  the 
wharf  was  set  on  fire  at  the  same  time.  After 
burning  the  said  store-house  and  fisherjr,  a  force 
of  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  marines  was 
marched  from  the  wharf,  through  Frenchtown, 
and  up  the  ri? er  shore,  to  the  dwelling-house  of 
this  deponent,  and  demanded  the  way  to  the  town 
of  Blkton;  that,  finding  the  ri?er  must  be  crossed 
op  that  direction  to  get  toElkton,the  whole  force 
returned  to  Frenchtown,  broke  open  the  upper 
atore^honae,  which  was  at  that  time  full  of  floods. 

girt  of  which  was  the  property  of  the  United 
tates,  and  the  remainder  for  different  merchants 
of  Baltimore,  to  the  amount,  probably,  of  fifty  or 
aixty  thbusand  dollars ;  and  plundered  and  car- 
ried off*  part  of  the  goods,  and  set  fire  to  the  house 
aiid  burnt  it  with  the  remainder  of  the  ^oods. 
Tfait  deponent  saith,  that,  by  the  destruction  of 
the  two  store-houses  and  fishery,  together  with 
tlie  oata  and  other  property  he  had  in  the  upi>er 
atore-honse,  bamed  by  the  British  as  aforesaid, 
he  has  sustained  a  lots  of  about  three  thousand 
dollars. 

Sworn  before  me,  the.  subscriber,  on  this  12th 
day  of  June,  1813.  ALEX.  KINKEAD. 

State  or  MartlanI),  Cecil  Cknmty:, 

Personall]^  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber, 
oHe  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county 
aforesaid,  Cordelia  PeniogtoiL  living  in  French- 
town,  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
Almightv  Qod,  that  she  saw  the  British,  on  the 
29th  of  April,  1813,  land  on  the  wharf  at  French- 
town,  and  immediately  set  fire  to  and  burnt  the 
store-house  and  fishery.  That,  on  the  British 
breaking  open  the  upper  store-house,  this  depo- 
nent went  down  to  the  store-house,  and  solicited 
the  commanding  officer  not  to  burn  the  house;  he 
replied,  that  he  came  for  the  purpose  of  burning 
the  store-houses ;  that  they  were  public  property; 
that  this  deponent  replied,  the  store-houses  were 
private  property, and  belonged  to  her  brother;  the 
officer  said  there  was  pubue  property  in  it,  and 
iboald  be  burnt,  and  ordered  the  house  set  on  fire, 
and  burnt  it  with  all  the  goods  they  did  not  carry 
away. 


Sworn  before  me,  the  subscriber,  the  12th  day 
of  June,  1813. 

ALEXANDER  BUNESAD. 

Stats  op  Martlaitd,  Cee&  Ccm^^ 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  mbieribef, 
one  of  the  justices  ^f  the  peace  for  the  county 
aforesaid,  Delia  Peningcon,  and  made  oath  on  the 
Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  Gk>d,  that  she  saw 
the  British,  on  the  29th  of  April,  1813,  land  on 
the  wharf  at  Frenchtown,  and  immediatelr  aec 
fire  to  and  burn  down  the  store-house  and  fishery. 
Thatj  after  the  store-house  was  on  fire,  the  ma- 
rines were  marched  up  from  the  wharf;  and,  at 
the  time  of  the  plundering  and  burning  the  upper 
store-house,  the  mariaes  were  formed  in  the  rond* 
opposite  her  mother's  house.  The  officer  com- 
manding the  marine;  who  informed  this  depo- 
nent his  name  was  Wyboome,  said  their  orders 
were  to  bum  the  stage  stable  and  doMroy  the 


stage  coaches.  That,  on  this  deponent's  solicitiw 
of  him  not  to  burn  the  stables  and  stages,  the  oflP 
*cer  replied,  the  question  they  generally  adbed 
when  tney  went  to  any  place  was,  how  they  voted 
at  the  elections,  and  inquired  oi  this  depomnt  it 
her  uncle,  meaning  Mr.  Henderson,  votei  Ibr 
the  war. 

Sworn  before  me,  thesubscHber,  this  12th  day 
of  June,  1813.  ,. 

ALEXANDER  KINK:&AD. 


I  do  herebv  oertifyi  that,  on  the  morning  of  tke 
6th  of  May  last,  I  was  impressed  at  my  houae  at 
Turner's  Creek^  by  the  British  forc^  as  they 
passed  np  the  rtver  Sassafras  to  Frederick  ani 
George  towns,  and  waa  forced  to  accompany  them 
to  the  above  places.  On  our  way  up,  we  were 
met  by  two  mulatto  men  in  a  batteau.  Captain 
Byng,  fthe  name,  I  believe,  of  the  office,)  in 
whose  boat  I  was,  took  a  white  handkerchief, 
fastened  it  on  his  espontoon,  and  was  about  to  en- 
ter the  batteau  with  the  negroes,  in  order  to  pro* 
ceed  up  the  riven  to  inform  the  officer  command- 
ing there  that,  if  he  would  not  fire  upon  their 
barges,  they  would  not  destrov  the  town,  when 
he  was  ordered  by  the  Admiral  not  to  do  so,  who 
observed,  "  that  he  would  only  send  the  negroea 
with  the  message ;  that,  as  thev  were  known  to 
the  people  in  the  fort  above^  he  expected  that 
they  Mrould  believe  what  they  told  them."  We 
were  then  opposite  to  Mr.  Wicke's  farm,  which  I 
think  must  be  about  a  mile  below  the  fort.  The 
batteau  with  the  negroes  went  to  the  fort  aa  di- 
rected, and  the  British  forces  soon  after  foliowttL 
I  was  in  the  foremost  boat,  and  continued  in  8ni4 
boat  until  their  return  down  the  river,  afler  bank- 
ing the  towns,  when  I  was  landed  on  Mr.  With- 
ered's  shore;  and  moat  positively  decUre,  thnt 
there  was  no  white  fiag  ever  hoisted  in  her  or  aiir 
of  the  other  boats,  to  my  knowledge ;  nor  didi 
ever  hear  any  of  the  British  officers  or  privatca 
say  they  had  ever  hoisted  a  fiag,  or  that  one  ever 
had  been  fired  on. 

The  captain,  on  his  return  down  the  river,  de» 
clared,  that  **  if  he  could  catch  Qdonei  Vtas^yv 
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wio  eoraoMnd^  at  tb«  fort  above,  he  would 
qaarter  him,  aad  gire  me  part  of  his  quarter  for 
steaks,  for  that  the  fire  be  bad  receiTed  was  oae 
of  Washington's  rounds." 

I  can't  say  positirelv  what  number  of  men 
thej  losL  as  thejr.  would  only  aekoowledge  five 
wounded,  but  think  they  ha?e  sustained  gcHiter 
injury. 

Given  under  my  hftnd,  this  9th  day  of  June,  1813. 
JOHN  STAVELY. 

Subscribed  and  sWorli  to  befpre*-^ 

SAMUEL  BOTElt. 


I  certify,  that  I  was  at  the  battery  on  Pearce's 
Point,  on  the  6th  of  May,  when  a  squadron  of 
British  bams  visited  Georigetown ;  that  I  had  a 
full  view  of  all  the  barges  until  they  got  posses* 
sion  of  the  battery  on  the  Cecil  shore,  aod  that  I 
saw  no  white  flag  displayed  from  either  of  the 
barges. 

W.  SPENCER. 

JuNi  9,  1813. 


We,  the  undersigned,  certify  that,  on  the  6th 
of  May  last,  at  the  time  Admiral  Cockburd,  with 
a  considerable  armed  force,  attacked  and  destroy- 
ed Frederick  and  Qeorge  towns,  on  Sassafras 
river,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  were  in  or  near 
the  breastwork  below  Frederic ii^town,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Thomas  W.  Veazey.  From 
our  position,  we  had  a  full  and  perfect  view  of 
the  enemy's  hostile  armament,  and  saw  nothing 
with  it,  or  preceded  or  followed  it,  that  indicated 
or  had  the  appearance  of  a  flag  of  truce,  according 
to  the  established  usage  of  civilized  nations. 

We  understand  a  flag  of  truce  to  be  a  mission 
for  a  pacific  purpose,  accompanied  by  men  with- 
out arms,  and  unprotected  by  a  naval  or  military 
force.    ' 

The  barges  moved  up  the  river  in  close  and 
compact  order;  the  leading  boat,  a  few  yards 
ahead  of  the  rest,  said  to  be  Admiral  Cockbum's, 
cak'ried  a  colored  flag,  and  was  escorted  by  not 
leti  than  fifteen  armed  barges,  and  full  of  armed 
men,  immediately  in  it^  rear,  and  evidently  ap- 
proached in  a  menacing  manner,  and  with  hostile 
intentions. 

Given  under  our  hands,  this  10th  day  of  Juna 
1813.  . 

Joshua  Ward^  John  Ltftis, 

Jehi  W.  EtharinftoB,    John  ]>Qiroy, 
Dda  F.  Heath,  John  fikherington, 

Jfha  V.  Price,  Moses  N.  Caison, 

Baary  E.  Coalman,       H.  Dowlin,  his  x  mark, 
Slnaiel  D'aam^  James  S«  Priee, 

Jmhiia  Qstenwood,        Elias  See, 
Rbbert  H^  Maxwell,       Gtoorga  Boaster. 
WUUam  EtlMfinglon, 

We  saw  n»  flag  of  any  description. 
Jowph  Davis,  J.  Conly,  his  x  mark, 

William  Roberts,  N. T.Franks, his x mark, 

Boroier  Oakea^  Joshua  Haiiagton, 

ILKtiidfiek,hititaaik,N.  Farrow,  his  x  maib 


Statb  orMABTULNo,  OecU  Ckmmy,  S9; 

On  the  10th  day  of  June^  Anno  Domini  1813, 
personally  appeared  each  and  ever^r  person  whose 
names  are  subscribed  to  the  foregoing  certificate, 
before  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  and  made  oath 
on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  Qod,  that 
the  facts  detailed  in  the  foregoing  certificate  are 
true,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

Sworn  before  H.  B.  PENINQTON. 


I  do  hereby  certify,  that  I  was  at  the  breastwork 
near  Fredericktown,  on  the  6th  ultimo,  when  the 
British  came  op  the  river  in  their  barges,  and  that 
I  did  not  see  a  flag  of  truce,  nor  do  I  believe  that 
the  commanding  officer  at  the  breastwoifk  knew 
or  supposed  there  was  any  such  thinjgf  in  or 
amouff  the  barges.  As  witness  my  hand,  this 
13th  day  of  June,  1813. 

JAMES  SCANLAN. 

Sworn  to  before  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  Cecil  county,  and  State  of  Maryland^ 
the  day  and  year  above  mentioned. 

H.  B.  PENrNQTON. 

The  depontion  of  RichwdBamaby,  of  Fredericktown^ 
in  Cecil  county,  Maryland,  aged  about  fortv-eiriil 
years. 

Being  duly  sworn,  deposeth'and  saith,  that,  on 
the  rooming  of  the  5th  of  May,  after  the  engage^ 
meat  took  place  at  the  fort  below  this  town,  that 
he  went  a  short  distance  out  of  town  to  see  some 
females  to  a  place  of  safety,  and,  on  his  return^  he 
met  about  twenty  of  the  British  troops  armed, 
commanded  by  an  officer,  who  observeo^on  meet- 
ing of  him,  here  is  pne  of  the  damned  rascals  from 
the  fort;  and  then  inquired  where  the  damned 
rascals  which  were  at  the  fort  had  run  to,  and 
ordered  him  to  go  with  him  and  show^  them  to 
him.  The  deponent  observing  he  did  not  know 
where  they  were,  the  officer  swore  he  was  a  liar, 
and  drew  bis  sword,  and  threatened  to  kill  him; 
one  of  the  men  presented  a  bayonet,  and  another 
drew  a  dirk,  and  swore  if  he  did  not  go  he  would 
run  it  through  him.  He  afterwards  went  with 
them  as  far  as  Captain  Francis  B.  Chandler'^ 
bouse,  at  which  time  Francis  B.  Chandler  was 
going  towards  his  house ;  and,  oa  their  hearing 
some  person  call  him  captain^  the  officer  ordered 
his  men  to  take  him ;  the  Admiral  coming  up  at 
the  time,  inquired  the  reason  that  house  was  set 
on  fire.  Afterwards,  this  deponent  returned  to 
his  own  house  with  the  Admiral,  and  requested 
of  him  not  to  have  it  o^  en  fire.  The  Admiral 
promised  it  should  not  be  burnt  if  he  would  fur- 
nish him  with  thirty  {owls,  which  he  promiaed 
he  would  do.  He  furnished  them  with  about' 
thirteen  fowls.  They  then  took  away  aad  de* 
stroyed  nearly  the  whole  of  his  furniture  which 
vfaa  in  the  house,  and  his  provisions,  and  left  htm 

Given  noder  my  hand,  this  12th  Jane,  1813. 
RICHARD  BARNABY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  a  Juatice 
of  the  peace  for  Cecil  county,  the  day  aad  year 
above  written.  H.  B.  PENINOTOlf. 
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The  depofiiloii  oi  Francis  B.  Chandler,  of  Trederick- 

town,  Cecil  county,  Maryland,  aged  about  thtrty- 

nine  yean. 

Being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  siith,  that,  on 
the  morning  of  the  6lh  of  May  last,  just  as  be  re- 
turned from  the  fort,  he  was  standing  near  his 
house,  and  saw  a  British  party,  consisting  of 
about  fifty  persons,  armed  and  headed  by  an  offi- 
cer, said  to  be  a  post  captainj  running  up  to  his 
house ;  that  he,  this  deponent,  stepped  upon  the 
steps  of  the  house,  and  requested  the  officer  not 
to  enter;  that  he  caught  him  by  the  breast,  and 
called  him  a  damned  rascal,  and  pulled  him  from 
off  the  steps,  and  then  entered  the  house,  with  the 
whole  of  the  party,  aod  ga7e  three  cheers,  and 
ordered  the  men  to  go  to  work,  and  called  for  fire; 
that  they  immediately  commenced  cutting  the 
staircase,  window-sash,  and  breaking  the  glass, 
and  set  the  house  on  fire  in  three  places ;  that,  at 
this  time,  Admiral  Cockburn  arrived,  and  he,  this 
deponent,  beeped  him  to  have  the  fire  put  out 
until  he  would  reason  the  case  trith  bim,  and  the 
Admiral  asked  him  what  he  could  do;  if  he  could 
furnish  thirty  bullocks  in  half  an  hour ;  that  if  he 
could  not,  the  house  should  be  burnt ;  and  asked 
him  if  he  would  try  to  get  them ;  and  upon  this 
deponent  replying  in  the  affirmative,  ordered  the 
fire  to  be  put  out  for  the  present;  that  he,  this 
deponent,  got  upon  his  horse,  and  rode  about  half 
a  mile,  when  he  fell  in  with  Colonel  Veazey,  and 
informed  him  what  he  was  after ;  and  that  the 
Colonel  told  him  to  go  back  and  inform  the  Ad- 
miral that  he  should  not  have  them ;  that  he  re- 
turned and  informed  the  Admiral  of  it,  who  then 
asked  him  what  else  he  could  do ;  and  if  he  had 
a  ffood  deal  of  poultry ;  and  upon  replying  yes, 
told  him  he  must  have  it,  and  ordered  his  men  to 
catch  it;  which  was  4one,  and  carried  off;  that 
then,  by  the  ^reat  persuasion  and  entreaty  of  this 
deponent's  wife  and  sister,  the  house  was  ordered 
not  to  be  burnt ;  but  the  sister  of  this  deponent 
was  much  abused  by  one  of  their  inferior  officers, 
for  her  exertions  in  endeavoring  to  save  the  prop- 
erty ;  that  this  deponent  had  his  warehouse  burnt 
by  them,  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  goods  in 
it,  and  tdat  he  himself  was  a  prisoner  with  them 
for  about  three  hours. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  12th  June,  1813. 
FRANCIS  B.  CHANDLER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  a  justice 
of  the  peace  for  Cecil  county,  the  day  and  year 
above  written. 

H.  B.  PENINQTON. 

On  this  12th  day  of  June,  1813,  personally  ap- 
peared Jonathan  Qreenwood,  aeed  thirty  years, 
and  being  first  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of 
Almighty  Ood,  did  declare,  and  say :  that,  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th  of  May  last,  upon  the  landing 
of  the  British  forces  at  Frederickto  wn,  where  this 
deponent  resides,  an  officer  and  two  sailors  came 
to  said  deponent's  bouse,  and  swore  that,  if  they 
had  not  found  him  without  arms,  they  would  have 
thrust  him  through  with  their  bayonets ;  thev  then 
retired,  fell  in  with  some  other  forcea,  which  soon 


after  came  to  deponent's  house,  broke  it  open,  took 
whatever  they  conveniently  could  carry  away,  and 
destroyed  the  rest,  with  their  cutlasses  and  dirks, 
and  burned  it,  with  his  dwelling-house,  store- 
house, and  kitchen.  The  officers  appeared  to  be 
most  active  in  the  destruction  of  his  property. 
The  houses  in  the  town  were,  soon  after,  gener- 
ally, set. 00  fire  and  destroyed. 

JONATHAN  GREENWOOD. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed^  before  me,  a  justice 
of  the  peace  for  Cecil  county,  on  the  day  and  year 
above  writun.  H.  B.  PENINGTON. 


The  deposition  of  Captain  John  Allen,  of  Frederi^- 
town»  Cecil  county,  Maryland,  aged  about  fifty-one 
years. 

Being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that,  on 
the  morning  of  the  6th  May  last  when  the  Brit- 
ish forces  landed,  on  the  beach  or  Frederickto  wn, 
and  marched  up  through  the  streets,  they  fdl  in 
with  this  deponent  at  nis  brotjier  James  AUen^ 
house.  The  troops  were  headed  by  their  com- 
manding officer,  (Admiral  Cockburn,  as  this  de- 
ponent was  informed  |>y  one  of  the  men,)  and 
obiserved,  who  the  damnation  are  these  that  ke^t 
such  a  firing  upon  us — are  they  regulars  ?  This 
deponent  answered  no,  they  were  militia ;  he  then 
asked  where  they  were  gone,  and  was  told  he  did 
not  know ;  he  then  ask^.  where  are  ail  the  men 
of  the  town  7  and  was  informed  they  were  moved 
out ;  he  said  he  had  sent  word  to  the  shore  that, 
if  he  was  not  fired  upon,  he  would  not  destroy 
any  prop 
a  black  f 


was  one<  ^  , 

boy  denied.  lie  then  ordered  the  men  to  go  on 
and  burn  and  destroy,  which  they  executed  with 
fidelity.  This  deponent  then  begged  the  Admiral 
to  spare  his  house,  (meaning  the  house  of  James 
Allen,)  as  his  brother's  wife  was  confined  up  stairs, 
in  a  very  delicate  situation,  with  an  infant  only 
two  days  old.  He  then  ordered  her  to  be  cleared 
out;  Mrs.  McDonnah,  bis  wife's  mother,  run  out, 
clasping  her  bands,  and  begged  for  God's  sake  to 
spare  her  child,  for  if  she  was  removed  her  life 
would  be  lost.  He  then  ordered,  spare  this  house. 
He  now  marched  off  after  the  men  that  had  been 
gonefor  some  little  time,  and  shortly  after  returned 
on  horseback.  This  deponent  then  requested  the 
Admiral  to  spare  him  one  house,  that  he  might 
collect  his  family  together  in,  after  it  should  pmse 
Providence  to  restore  peace  between  the  two  na- 
tions. He  then  directed, this  deponent  to  get  him 
some  fowls,  who  informed  him  he  had  none ;  he 
damned  him,  and  asked  if  he  could  not  get  them, 
and  was  told  no ;  immediately  afterwards  a  fire  was 
.made  in  the  storehoase,  add  consumed.  While 
George  and  Frederick  towns  were  in  flames,  the 
Admiral,  in  the  preseaee  of  this  deponen^  oIh 
served  to  his  offioers,  well,  my  lads,  this  looks 
well ;  to  which  no  reply  was  made,  and  he  or- 
dered all  hands  on  board  of  the  boats.  That  th^ 
deponent  saw  the  British,  two-and-a-half  miles  off, 
jcoming  op,  and  saw  no  flag  of  trace,  or  anything 
like  it.    That  this  deponent  was  of  opinion  tlia 
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defence  made  b^  Cok>Qel  Vetzey,  and  the  men 
under  his  coqimand,  was  such  as  to  entitle  them 
to  much  credit^  and  justified  by  every  eiream- 
ttanee  within  his  knowledge;  thongh  himself  and 
brother  are'sufferers  to  nearly  one^balf  of  the  prop* 
erty  in  Fredericktown.  JOHN  ALLBN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  before  me,  this  12th 
day  of  Jane,  1813,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  Cecil 
county.  H.  B.  PENINGTON. 


The  dMMMiCion  of  Joshua  Ward,  living  about  one  mile 
from  rredericktown,  in  Cecil  county,  aged  forty-four. 
Being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  that,  from 
the  best  information  he  could  obtain,  from  those 

g arsons  that  were  left  at  his  house,  that  a  party  of 
ritish,  consisting  of  between  thirty  and  forty 
men,  commanded  by  an  officer,  said  to  be  a  post 
captain,  on  the  6th  of  May  last,  went  to  hb  house, 
and  immediatelv  placed  a  guard  around  it,  rnquirea 
particularly  for  him,  and  searched  every  part  of  the 
house,  swearing  they  would  slicrifice  him ;  being 
disappointed  in  finding  me.  they  then  began  to 
destroy  the  tables,  chairs,  looking  glasses,  &^, ; 
when  they  had  completed  the  destruction  of  such 
furniture  as  they  could  not  take  off  with  them,  the 
officer  himself  took  down  a  pair  of  handsome  look- 
ing glasses,  and  others  of  the  party  took  as  much 
oTthe  best  bedding,  clothing,  plate,  window  cur- 
tains, dbc.,  as  they  could  conveniently  carry  with 
tbcm  ;  my  little  boy's  clothes  they  carried  off  on 
the  point  of  their  bayonets;  before  they  left  the 
house,  they  put  powder  in  every  room  below  stairs, 
an  officer  ffot  fire  himself  froiQ  the  kitchen,  and 
bad  it  kindled  in  the  different  rooms,  and  a  bed 
pat  in, the  cellar  with  a  part  of  the  broken  chairs, 
tables,  dbc.,  and  a  fire  kindled ;  they  then  left  the 
house,  but  continued  in  the  yard  until  the  fire  was 
bursting  from  the  windows,  and  swore,  that,  if 
there  was  an  attempt  to  extinguish  the  fire,  they 
would  put  the  person  to  death ;  that  they  intended 
to  return  and  bum  everything  on  the  farm ;  they 
fired  at  one  of  my  sons,  not  twelve  years  of  age, 
as  he  was  driving  off  a  flock  of  sheep. 

JOSHUA  WARD. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  before  me,  a  justice 
of  the  peace  for  Cecil  county,  Maryland,  this  14th 
Jane,  1813.  H.  B.  PENINGTON. 

The  deposition  of  Toilus  Robertson,  aged  about  thirty- 
four  years,  who  did  live  within  about  one  mile  of 
Fredenoktown,  Cecil  county,  Maryland. 

This  deponent  states,  that,  on  the  morning  of 
the  6th  of  May,  he  was  at  the  breastwork  near 
Prtderiektown,  at  the  time  the  British  armament 
came  up  the  Sassafras  river ;  that  he  saw  no  flag 
of  truce ;  that,  after  the  militia  were  obliged  to 
retreat,  he  returned  home,  and  in  a  very  short 
time  saw  a  party  of  the  British  coming  towards 
his  house,  and  he  and  his  family  lef^  their  house, 
except  two  black  women  and  a  black  man,  who 
state  that  the  British  took  the  deponent's  house- 
hold furniture,  and  piled  it  up  in  the  yard  before 
the  house  door,  and  set  them  on  fire,  which  com- 
mnnioated  to  the  house,  and  consumed  it  also ; 


the  barn,  which  stood  about  one  hnndred  yards 
from  the  houscL  was  set  on  fire  and  consumed. 
This  deponent  lost  all  his  household  goods  and 
provisions.  He  saw  Fredericktown  in  flames, 
previous  to  his  leaving  his  house,  which  alarmed 
himself  and  family  to  that  degree,  that  he  aban- 
doned his  house  for  their  safety. 
Witness  my  hand, 

TOILUS  ROBERTSON. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  b^re  the  subscriber, 
a  justice  of  the  peace  for  Cecil  county,  Maryland, 
this  fourteenth  day  of  June,  1813. 

H-  B.  PENINGTON. 


The  deposition  of  Moses  N.  Gannon,  aged  about  thiity- 
two,  who  lives  within  about  one-half  mile  of  Frederick- 
town,  in  Cecil  county,  Maryland. 

This  deponent  states  that  he  was  at  the  breast* 
work,  near  Fredericktown,  on  the  6th  of  May  las^ 
when  the  British  armament  'came  up  the  Sassa- 
fras river ;  that  he  saw  no  flag  of  truce  *,  that, 
after  the  militia  were  obliged  to  retreat,  he  re- 
turned home,  and  was  occupied  in  turning  horses 
out  of  his  wheat  field,  when  a  party  of  the  Brit- 
ish came  to  his  house;   he  rode  up  to  them,  and 
they  informed  him  that  he  was  their  prisoner ; 
and  on  his  observing  that  he  was  in  their  power, 
they  inquired  of  bim  if  he  had  anything  to  drink, 
and  he  answering  in  the  negative,  thev  told  him 
they  bad  got  something  to  eat,  and  asked  him  if 
he  wanted  his  house  burnt ;  and  he  answering  in 
the  n^^ative,  they  told  him  to  go  then  to  the 
captain,  that  he  was  in  the  house,  and  would  set 
fire  to  it ;  and  on  his  going  towaras  the  house  he 
met  the  person  whom  they  called  the  captain, 
with  another  person  with  him,  loaded  with  his, 
this  deponent^s,  bed  clothes,  a  pair  of  boots,  and  a 
number  of  other  articles,  carrying  them  towards 
his  men,  who  were  formed  outside  the  yard ;  at 
the  time,  an  officer  on  horseback  rode  up  and  in- 
quired of  the  deponent  where  the  damned  militia 
were;  observed  to  him  that  they  had  retreated, 
pointing  at  the  same  time  towards  a  wood ;  he 
observed  he  must  burn  the  deponent's  house,  and 
on  the  deponent  expostulating  with  him,  and 
stating  the  disadvantage  he  would  labor  under, 
in  case  his  house  was  burnt,  he  then  inquired  of 
him  the  road  to  the  mouth  of  Elk  river,  and  if  he, 
the  officer,  could  march  his  men  there,  and  the 
deponent  observed  that  his  Government  would 
not  permit  him  to  give  him  any  instruction ;  and 
the  officer  observed  that  he  knew  that  as  well  at 
the  deponent,  but  that  he  might  trust  a  British 
officer,  and  smiled,  and  turned  his  horse,  and 
ordered  his  men  to  march,  and  they  went  off, 
without  burning  the  house  or  asking  any  more 
questions.    The  deponent  then  went  to  a  neigh- 
boring house  to  see  about  a  part  of  his  family, 
and  on  his  return  back  towards  his  house,  he  was 
fired  on  by  a  party  of  the  British,  stationed  in 
the  public  road,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  from  the  deponent's  house;  he  then  re- 
treated across  the  field,  and  abandoned  his  house; 
he  saw,  after  riding  from  the  party  who  fired  on 
him,  a  party  going  towards  his  house,  who,  as  he 
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supposes,  destroyed,  or  took  away,  the  residue  of 
his  household  goods,  and  broke  the  window  glass 
sash,  doors,  aud  did  considerable  damage  to  his 
house.  Fredericktown  was  on  fire  about  the  time 
the  first  party  of  the  British  came  to  the  deponent's 
house.    Witness  my  hand. 

MOSES  N.  CANNON. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  before  me,  a  justice 
of  the  peace  for  Cecil  county,  Maryland,  this 
fourteenth  day  of  June,  1813. 

H.  B.  PENINGTON. 


Sassafras  NECK,Oeci7  Co.^  June  28,  1813. 
I  do  hereby  certify,  that,  being  in  the  fort  at 
Fredericktown,  on  Sassafras  ri7er,  on  the  morn- 


ing of  the  6th  of  Maf  last,  when  a  battle  took 
place  with  the  British  and  the  militia,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Thomas  W.  Veazey,  I  dis- 
tinctly saw  the  enemy,  from  the  time  thef  first 
came  in  view,  and  discerned  no  flag  of  truce,  or 
anything  resembling  one.  The  enemy,  after  some 
resistance,  landed,  burned  Frederick  and  Cteorgt 
towns,  and  destroyed  a  great  deal  of  other  private 
property.  My  house,  about  eight  miles  on  the 
river  from  the  fort,  was  plundered  by  them  oa 
their  way  down  the  river. 

JOHN  T,  VBASY. 

Sworn  before 

H.  B.  PENINGTON. 
JusHce  <fthe  Peae^ 


Valuation  of  Property  destroyed  in  Fredericktown, 


Owners'  Names. 


8p»ciet  of  Property. 


Captain  John  Allen     - 


Richard  Baroaby 
John  Bamaby 


John  H.  Brown   • 
Captain  Frs.  B.  Chandler 

Jonathan  Greenwood  • 

Vtts.  Ann  Moore 


Jofeph  Jarris 
Blizabeth  McClannan 
JaaAea  Mitchell    - 
Moses  Cannon    • 
Toilus  Robertson 
James  Williamson 
Joshua  Ward 


John  Ward,  senr. 


Dwelling  house,  kitchen,  and  meat  house 
Small  house  ...... 

Small    do.  • 

Stable  and  carriage  house     ... 

Granary 


Furniture  and  apparel 
House  and  kitchen 
House  and  kitchen 


Wearing  apparel 

Granary  and  shed,  near  bank 

Granary  on  wharf 


Dwelling  house,  kitchen,  and  store  house 
Merchandise 


Dwelling  house 
Furniture,  &c. 


House  -.---. 

House  ...... 

Dwelling  house,  kitchen,  and  meat  house 
Furniture,  apparel,  dec.         ... 

Furniture,  apparel,  dec.        ... 

Furniture,  apparel,  dec.        ... 

Dwelling  house  and  kitchen 
Furniture,  apparel,  dec.         ... 


Tenant's  house 


.  $1,200  00 
200  00 
300  00 
100  00 

.     1,000  00 


350  00 
600  00 


1,000  00 
260  00 


1,226  00 
792  37) 


1,200  00 
447  00 


2,600  00 
2,886  46 


ft,806  06 
411  06 


860  0» 
47  00 


l,tfO00 

2,018  n\ 


1,647  00 
60  00 
100  00 
980  00 
250  00 
208  00 
153  SO 


5,300  45 
410  00 


Sum  total 


•15371  04 
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Property  destroyed  in  Georgetown, 


Owners'  names. 


Species  of  property. 


Amount. 


Ann  Bagwell 
Smith  Bftgwell's  heirs  • 
Mai^^aret  Downs  - 
Denis  I>onIeT7     - 

Thomas  Dollis  - 
Margaret  Jaduon 
Arthur  Nicholson's  heirs 
Mary  Nidiolson  - 
Joseph  Jarvis 
Arehibd4McNtiU 
Ymarf  McNeill  • 
Philip  F.Rann   - 


laahell*  Faggert  - 
Robert  Usilton     • 
'Mti.  wfnon        * 
Wiffiam  Inland    • 
Mn.  Fearer 
Mca.  Mary  BveriU 
Itoob  Roads 
Heirs  of  William  Pope 
MiMStengises    - 
Artlnnr  Nieholson's  heirs 
Isab^a  Freeman 
Mrs.  Mary  fleniy 
Robert  EUiott      • 
Stepney  Congo    - 
Ann  PeiM  - 


Fnmitnre,  dec      •       •       • 

Shoemaker's  shop        •' 

Dwelling  honse  and  kitchen  •       • 

Household  furniture,  apparel,  musical  instruments,  books,  pro- 
vision, dtc.       -       -        -- 

Furniture,  apparel,  carpenter's  tools,  dec.       .... 

Houses,  furniture,  apparel,  money,  tools,  dec         .... 

Dwelling  house,  dec     ••••••.. 

Furniture,  apparel,  dbc        ••..... 

Furniture,  apparel,  dbc         ....... 

Honee  ••-•••••••• 

Furniture^  vpp^ftA^  dec         .... 

Granary       - 

Furniture,  apparel,  dte.         •       -       -       • 


9800  00 
188  76 


Inois  Spuran 

Hein  of  Alex'r  Williamson 


Furniture,  apparel,  dtc         -        -        •       - 

Furniture,  apparel,  dec 

Dwelling  honse,  kitchen,  and  two  out-houses 
Dwelling  house,  kitchen,  stable,  and  carriage  house 
Dwelling  house,  brick,  kitchen,  stable,  and  carriage  house 
Carriage  house     •--.>.... 

Old  honse 

Ta:?em  honse,  granary,  two  story  staUe,  and  carriage  house 
Good  brick  dwetiing  house  and  kitchen  .... 


Dwelling  heuse,  kitchen,  stable,  and  ^aniage  hone 
Btorehonse  ...-••-- 
Dwelling  house,  kitchen^  and  stable 

Dwelling  house 

Dwelling  house  and  kllohen 

Dwelling  house,  kitdien,  storehouse,  and  grannry  - 
Dwelling  house  and  kitchen  .... 
Dwelling  house,  kitchen,  dec        .       .       .       . 


$156  00 
200  00 
1^  00 

8,744  16 
no  00 

1,806  76 
860  00 
160  00 
67  Idi 
800  00 
108  87i 


488  76 

184  66 

119  60 

1,800  00 

850  00 

850  00 

80  00 

40  00 

1,000  00 

8»600  00 

300  «D 

800  <M 

860  00 

800  80 

160  00 

160  60 

600  60 

1,000  00 

1,500  00 


Sum  total,  Georgetown    • 
Ditto       Fredericktown 

Whole  amount 


$19,756  81 
15,871  07i 


•36,686  88i 


The  within  i»4in  inventory  of  property  horned, 
otherwise  destroyed,  or  taken  away,  on  the  sixth 
day  of  May  last,  by  the  British  forces  command* 
ed  by  Rear  Admiral  Coekboro,  in  Frederick  and 
Georgetown,  and  the  Tieinity  thereof,  situated 
on  Saesafiras  river,  Baitern  Shore,  State  of  Ma« 
rrland,  taken  by  the  aobscribers.  on  oath,  when 
liiey  had  a  competent  knowledge  thereof;  but 
when  they  had  not  a  satisfactory  knowledge  of 
the  property  destroyed  as  aforesaid,  scheaoles 
thereof  were  taken  from  the  owners  upon  oath. 
The  subscribers  have  sufficient  reasons  to  believe, 
indeed,  that  property  to  a  very  conaiderable  amount 
has  been  destroyed  or  taken  -away  by  the  afore- 
said British  forces,  from  the  abovementioned 
placet,  which  they  can  obtain  no  correct  or  satis- 
factory account  of. 

JOHN  J.  COX, 
JOHN  MAXWELL, 
JOHN  BLACKISTON. 
July  28, 1813. 


BABTfiRN  ShOKB,  (Md.,) 

Mabbnoo,  My  18, 1813. 
Sib:  Multiplied  engagemenU  and  forgetful* 
ness,  succeeding  each  other,  have  prevented  mj 
forwarding  to  you  this  statement  of  the  depreda- 
lions.committed  on  my  property  at  Sharp's  Island, 
by  tbe^memv,  while  in  the  Chesapeake.  On  the 
12th  of  April,  while  I  was  in  the  aet  of  removing 
my  stock,  ^^  they  landed  upwards  of  a  hundred 
men,  and  prevented  my  removing  anything. 
They  detained  me  on  the  island  until  the  17th, 
in  which  time  they  were  principally  engaged  in 
gectingwater.  Declarations  were  made  by  Ad* 
miral  Warren  and  the  other  officers,  that  every* 
thing  of  the  stock  or  grain  kind  taken  away, 
should  be  paid  for  at  a  fair  price.  Admiral  Cock- 
barn  was,  as  I  am  informed,  at  this  time  sent  np 
the  bay  with  the  advance  detachment  of  the  fleet. 
Admiral  Warren's  ship  and  a  few  tenders  only 
remained  about  the  island.  At  that  time  they 
took  twenty-eight  hogs,  four  sheep,  twelve  oatjUe, 
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thirteea  bushels  of  Indian  corn,  and  informed  me 
that  they  should  allow  the  foUowinsr  prices  for 
them :  Hogs  $2^,  sheep  $2^,  cattle  $13  a  piece, 
corn  $l'per  bushel.  On  my  return  to  the  island 
some  weeks  afterwards,  the  accounts  were  made 
out  to  the  amount  of  $247,  bills  on  their  Qovern- 
ment  for  the  amount,  except  about  954  in  specie. 
Before  I  returned  to  the  island  the  fleet  had  all 

gone  down  the  bay.  I  understood  from  the  in- 
abitants,  living  in  sifi^ht  of  the  island,  that  the 
enemy  had  paid  the  island  another  visit,  and  had 
made  a  general  sweep  of  the  itock.  On  my  ar- 
rival at  the  island  I  found  it  too  true.  They  had 
taken  all  my  sheep,  in  number  91 ;  sixty-five  of 
which  were  one-half  and  three-fourths  blood  me- 
rinoes,  and  one  full  blood  ram  which  cost  me  $95, 
eighteen  head  of  cattle,  and  about  twenty  hoirs. 
They  left  a  bill  on  their  Government  for  $133. 
and  cash  to  the  amount  of  $40.  Tbev  took  all 
poultry,  shot  in  a  wanton  manner  one  or  the  finest 
boars  which  this  country  could  produce,  and 
which  was  much  admired  by  Admiral  warren 
for  his  uncommon  beauty  and  breed,  and  who 
forbid,  as  a  favor  to  me,  that  he  should  be  disturb- 
ed. They  bayoneted  others,  which  they  left 
wounded,  and  which  would  have  been  lost  had 
my  overseer  not  saved  a  part  by  killing  them. 
They  left  nothing  for  the  sheep,  only  a  promise 
of  $2  per  head.  I  have  estimated  my  loss,  aris- 
iftg  principally  from  this  last  visit,  at  $1^03,  as 
wUl  appear  by  the  following  statement : 
18  cattle,  at  $13  -  '  -  -  -  $234  00 
80  hogs,  at  94        -        .        -        -  80  00 

65 1  and  i  blood  himbs,  at  $10       •  550  00 

36  common  stock,  with  fleece,  at  $6  216  00 

4  taken  at  the  first  visit,  merinoes, 

at  910     -       -       .       -       .  40  00 


$1,120  00 
Deduct  $2^  paid  for  the  first  four  -  10  00 


1  full  blooded  merino  ram 


Bills  and  cash  leA  - 


Trouble  and  expense  of  reinstating 
stock       -       -       •       -       - 


1,110  00 
95  00 


1,205  00 
173  00 


1,032  00 
100  00 


$1,132  00 


I  wait  for  the  British  Gh)vernment  to  pay  them. 
Add  this  to  the  amount  above  given, ^makes  the 
total  loss  $1,203.    Your  friend  and  servant. 

JACOB  QIBSON. 
Jambs  Nabb,  Esq.,  near  Easton. 

Talbot  County,  set  : 

On  the  20th  July,  1813,  came  Jacob  Gibsooi 
esquire,  before  me,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace 
for  the  Stat«  of  Maryland,  and  for  Talbot  coantr 
aforesaid,  and  made  oath,  on  the  Holy  Evangel- 
ists of  Almighty  God,  that  what  is  contained  in 
the  within  instrument  of  writing  is  just  and  true, 
as  stated,  as  near  as  he  can  ascertain. 

WM,  HARRISON,  Jr. 


I  will  give  those  prices  to  any  person  who  will 
reinstate  the  same  number  of  stocl^  and  kine  at 
the  close  of  the  war,  or  deliver  them  at  any  of  my 
farms,  the  ram  excepted,  as  I  have  raised  others 
of  the  same  kind.  The  in;|ury  done  me  by  break- 
ing up  the  flock  of  sheep  is  far  beyond  the  prices 
stated,  as  they  cannot  be  reinstated  for  several 
years.  The  destruction  of  the  ram  was  a  wanton 
outrage,  as  he  was  not  fit  to  be  eaten.  He  was 
bayoneted,  and  1  believe  left  on  the  island.  This, 
I  presume,  was  aimed  at  our  manufactures. 

There  will  be  a  loss  of  at  least  20  per  cent,  upon 
the  bills  if  sold  here,  and  probably  a  total  loss  if 


United  States'  Frigate  Adams, 

Jtdy  24,  1813. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Lieutenant  Reed^  giving  the  partica- 
lars  of  the  loss  of  the  schooner  Asp,  and  tiie  in- 
human conduct  of  the  enemy  to  her  commander, 
Mr.  Segourney.    Another  letter  from  Lieuteoaat 
Reed,  of  the  same  date,  mentions,  that  no  part  of 
the  enemy's  force  were  then  above  Blackstoa^ 
Island.    He  further  states,  that,  in  their  attempta 
to  land  on  the  Virginia  shore,  they  have  beem  m« 
variably  repulsed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  MORRIS. 
Hon.  William  Jones, 

Se^ry  of  the  Navy^  Waakington* 

United  States'  Cutter  Scorpion, 

Potomac,  July  S3, 1813. 

Sir:  It  is  with  much  pain  I  have  to  inform 
you  of  the  death  of  poor  Segourney,  who  was 
killed  a  few  days  a^o,  (I  cannot  say  when,)  flai- 
lantly  defending  his  vessel.  He  was  attacked 
whilst  lying  in  Kinsale  creek,  by  three  laanchet, 
and  after  a  gallant  contest  beat  them  off.  They, 
however,  on  gaining  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  were 
reinforced  by  two  more,  and  again  renewail  the 
confiict.  About  this  time  Mr.  Segouroej  got 
wounded  through  the  body.  The  crew,  on  see- 
ing him  fall,  having  no  officer  capable  ofleadlDg 
them,  jumped  overboard  and  ^ined  the  shore; 
when  the  enemy,  who  by  this  time  succeeded  in 
getting  on  board,  finding  the  colors  still  flying  md 
Segourney  sitting  up,  barbarously  knocked  his 
brains  otit  with  the  butt  end  of  a  musket. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  action  Mr.  Se- 
gourney, thinking  them  too  strong  for  him,  had 
ran  the  schooner  on  shore,  in  which  sitoation  the 
enemy  found  her.  and,  not  being  able  to  get  her 
off,  set  her  on  fire.  The  militia,  however,  (who 
must  have  been  slow  in  coilectinff,)  by  this  time 
got  down  and  beat  them  off,  retook  the  schooner, 
and  extinguished  the  flames.  They  have  sioce 
buried  Mr.  Segourney  with  the  honors  of  war. 
I  have  not  heard  anything  of  the  crew. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  dec. 

GEO.  0.  REED. 

Captain  Chas.  Morris, 

United  Statee^  Frigate  Adam$. 
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Extract  of  ft  letttr  from  Middiipinan  H.  M.  MeCUn- 

tock,  dated  Kinwie,  July  19th,  1813,  to  the  Secre- 

taiy  of  the  Na^y  SkBpartmeDt. 

^We  were  attacked  by  five  boats;  we  confin- 

aed  doing  the  same  as  before,  but  having  so  few 

men  we  were  unable  to  repel  the  enemy ;  when 

they  boarded  as  they  refused  giving  any  quarter ; 

there  were  upwards  of  fifty  men  on  our  decks, 

which  compelled  us  to  leave  the  vessel,  as  the 

enemy  bad  possession ;  they  set  her  on  fire  and 

retreated." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  Tuberville,  Major  of  the 

2d  br^^e,  111th  regiment  of  the  Virginia  militia, 

dated 

KiifSALE,  July  20, 1813. 

'^  I  arrived  myself  at  the  place  of  capture  before 
the  colors  were  lowered,  and  am  confident  that, 
even  at  that  time,  their  numbers,  amounting  to 
between  sixtv  and  seventy,  might  have  been  re- 
duced one-half  before  they  could  make  their  escape, 
could  I  have  commanded  twenty  determined 
men.  The  gallant  commandant  fell  before  the 
enemy  boarded  him,  by  a  ball  which  passed 
through  his  body,  but  continued  to  fight  to  the 
last  extremity.  When  there  were  forty  or  fifty 
of  the  enemy  on  deck,  one  of  the  schooner's  crew 
asked  for  quarter,  which  was  denied  him.  At 
this  instant  the  few  remaining  men  made  their 
escape  by  swimming  to  the  shore,  and  Mr.  Se- 
ffourney  was  instantly  shot  through  the  head. 
The  vessel  was  shortly  set  on  fire,  and  the  barges 
moved  off.  The  officers  fought  bravely,  and  Mr. 
McClintock  defended  the  vessel  with  much  credit 
to  himself,  after  the  commanding  officer  wfts 
wounded." 

Hon.  William  Jones, 

Sec^ryqfthe  Navy^  Waehington. 

NswBBRN,  July  19, 1813. 
Sib:  On  Sunday  night,  the. 11th  instant,  an 
English  fieet,  consisting  of  one  seventy-four,  three 
frigates,  one  brig,  and  three  schooners,  anchored 
about  one  mile  from  Ooracock  bar;  about  day- 
break we  were  informed  of  it  at  Portsmouth,  by 
persons  from  Ocracock.  I  immediately  got  up 
and  ordered  the  cutter  to  get  underweigh,  and  run 
up  to  Newbern  and  give  the  alarm,  which  she 
did,  but  made  a  very  narrow  escape  from  the 
barges,  as  she  was  obliged  to  beat  over  the  swash 
against  wind  and  tide,  while  they  could  row  a 
straight  course.  I  believe  Admiral  Cockburn  had 
intended  to  have  visited  Newbern  for  the  purpose 
of  robbing  the  banks,  but  was  prevented  by  the  cut- 
ter making  her  escape  to  ^ive  the  alarm.  Indeed 
he  said  such  was  his  intention,  and  was  very  much 
exasperated  because  the  barges  did  not  take  her.  I 
believe  there  were  as  many  as  twenty-five  barges 
that  crossed  the  bar,  and  I  think  there  coold  not 
have  been  less  than  three  thousand  regulars,  ma- 
rines, and  sailors  in  them :  they  captured  the  pri- 
vateer brig  Anaconda)  of  New  York,  and  the  let- 
ter of  marque  schooner  Atlas,  of  Philadelphia, 
both  raluable  fast-sailing  vessels;  they  then  land- 


ed on  Portsmouth  and  Ocracock,  and  such  a  emel 
wanton  destruction  Qf  property  was  scarcely  ever 
witnessed ;  they  broke  in  pieces  almost  every  spe- 
cies of  furniture,  cut  open  beds,  and  scattered  the 
feathers,  and  even  carried  their  villany  to  such 
a  length  as  to  rob  many  women  of  tlieir  child- 
ren's clothes,  without  leaving  them  a  second  suit 
to  their  backs.  The  officers  pretended  there  should 
be  no  depredations  committed ;  and  when  com- 
plaints were  made  to  them  they  wpuld  say. 
*'  point  out  the  fellow  and  he  shall  be  corrected,^' 
well  knowing  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  iden- 
tify any  one  of  them  among  such  a  number  of 
strangers.  They  took  off  of  the  two  places  two 
hundred  cattle,  lour  hundred  sheep,  and  sixteen 
hundred  fowls,  for  which  they  pretended  to  pay 
the  inhabitants,  some  of  whom  I  believe  received 
more  than  compensation,  and  others  received  no- 
thing: in  short,  they  have  ruined  almost  all  on 
the  places.  I  had  time  to  send  my  trunk,  with 
what  bonds  and  money  there  are  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  on  board  the  cutter,  which  escaped ; 
I  also  had  time  to  bring  a  few  ot  the  most  valua- 
ble papers  belonging  to  the  office;  it  is  well  I  did, 
for  they  destroyed  my  office  entirely,  every  paper 
in  it,  both  public  and  private ;  they  destroyed  my 
library  and  ail  other  property  of  mine  they  could 
find,  about  eiffht  hundred  dollars'  worth,  and  then 
sent  me  on  board  the  seventy-four,  where  they 
detained  me  two  days,  until  they  had  embarked 
aind  read][  for  sail.  I  was  on  shore  two  days  be- 
fore they  discovered  I  was  a  public  oflker ;  I  pre- 
sume they  sent  me  on  board  to  prevent  observa- 
tion. After  they  had  kept  me  until  they  were 
ready  to  start,  they  turned  me  adrift  in  the  ocean 
in  a  small  boat  with  four  Spaniards,  not  one  of 
whom  was  acquainted  with  the  bar  more  than 
myself,  in  consequence  of  which  we  ^ot  into  the 
breakers,  and  very  narrowly  escaped  being  all  lost. 
All  these  things  were  transacted  under  the  direc- 
tions of  the  humane  Admiral  Cockburn.  I  be- 
lieve, from  the  conversation  I  overheard,  that 
they  intend  to  visit  Beaufort,  then  Wilmington, 
and  so -on  to  the  southward. 

My  returns  will  be  made  as  soon  as  I  can  get 
what  remain  in  some  kind  of  order. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
THOS.  S.  SINGLETON, 

Hon.  WiLLiAH  JouBa,  CoUedor. 

Ac^g  Sec^y  qf  the  Treaaury. 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d  May,  the  day  the 
British,  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Cockburn 
made  the  attack  on  the  town  of  Havre-de-Grace, 
on  my  return  from  the  commons  where  I  had  de- 
posited some  ammuntion,  I  observed  an  officer  on 
the  horse  of  Mr.  James  Wood  of  this  place,  a  few 
paces  in  a  Southwest  direction  of  the  church. 
At  first  sight  I  was  of  the  opinion  it  was  one  of 
oar  own  officers,  which  I  thought  to  be  Adju- 
tant McKinna,  having  heard  but  a  few  moments 
before  the  voice  of  John  O'Neill  crying  out  in 
words  to  this  effect:  "damn  it  men,  return;  we 
can  certainly  beat  the  rascals  off."  I  was,  how- 
ever, deceived,  as  this  officer  was  the  person  who 
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took  (HNeili  prisoner  while  in  the  act  of  entireat- 
ing  the  militia  to  return.  Not  knowing  at  the 
time  that  CPNeiil  was  taken  bf  him,  I  adraneed 
in  a  direction  towards  the  church  on  my  way  to 
the  magazine,  to  assist  in  carrying  off  more  am- 
munition, when  I  discoTered  in  the  front  of  the 
church  a  file  of  marines.  To  the  best  of  my  rec- 
ollection I  was  then  at  a  distance  of  from  100  to 
150  yards  from  the  officer  on  horseback,  and  I 
think  about  the  same  from  three  militia  men, 
when  this  officer  (said  to  be  Lieutenant  West  fall) 
with  ^  drawn  sword  in  his  hand,  it  being  the  only 
JUig  he  carried,  cried  out  two  or  three  times — 
""will  you  surrender?"  One  of  the  miKtia  men 
made  answer,  but  what  it  was  I  could  not  dis- 
tinctly hear,  and  immediately  fired  on  him,  and 
it  is  said  wounded  him  in  the  hand.  Findinj^  it 
impossible  to  reach  the  magazine,  the  marines 
being  then  round  the  church,  which  was  contig- 
uous to  it,  I  bent  my  course  towardsSMrs.  Sears's 
taTern,  in  hopes  of  finding  some  of  the  British 
officers  there,  and  by  entreaty  to  save  some  of  the 
prirate  property,  which  1  was  fearful  would  be 
destroyed.  On  reaching  Mrs.  Sears's  sign  post,  I 
found  the  first  division  of  boats  had  just  reached 
the  wharf,  and  two  large  guns  were  fired,  one  of 
which  threw  a  bail  on  the  roof  and  knocked  off 
•aome  shingles;  the  firing  then  ceased,' and  two 
(Hher  gentlemen  with  myself  advanced  on  the 
wharf  and  asked  for  the  commander  of  that  divi- 
sion of  boats.  A  person*  whom  I  supposed  to  be 
a  midshipman  from  his  appearance,  answered, 
"Captain  Lawrance  will  be  here  directly;"  he 
then  asked  a  number  of  questions,  such  as,  ^  have 
you  any  newspapers?  how  many  militia  hare 
you,  and  where  are  they  stationed  i  where  is  your 
post-office?"  dbc.,  to  all  of  which  we  careiully 
avoided  giving  any  direct  answer.  Some  of  ibe 
baiges  then  warp«d  up  alongside  of  the  wharf, 
when  I  thought  it  most  prudent  to  leave  them, 
being  fearful  that  I  should  be  oMde  a  prisoner. 
I  then  walked  up  towards  the  Terry-house,  follow- 
ed by  the  two  gentlemen  who  went  with  me  on 
the  wharf;  we  were  met  by  an  officer,  who  im- 
Biediately -ordered  us  back.  After  reaching  the 
lower  end  of  the  wharf,  the  midshipman  before 
mentioned  said,  ''sir,  this  is  Captain  Lawrance,"- 
pointing  to  the  officer;  Lawrance  then  addressed 
us  in  words  to  this  amount:  ''what  have  you  got 
to  say  for  yourselves;  Where  is  your  mayor  or 
chief  magistrate?"  He  was  told  we  had  no  mayor, 
and  that  there  was  no  magistrate  in  the  place. 
He  then  asked,  '^are  you  prepared  to  ransiim  the 
town?"  {asked  him  what  sum  he  demanded; 
he  said  about  $20,000.  We  told  him  no  such  sum 
could  be  raised.  "Why,  then,"  he  replied,  " did 
you  fire  on  us?  had  you  not  done  that,  and  hung 
out  a  flag,  we  would  have  treated  you  better."  1 
then  asked  him  what  was  their  intention  in  com- 
ing, and  in  what  manner  they  would  have  acted 
had  a  flag  been  hung  out  on  their  approach  ?  To 
the  first  question  he  gave  no  answer,  but  after  a 
short  pause  observed,  "about  one-half  the  sum 
now  demanded  would  have  been  taken."  He  was 
then  told,  small  as  that  might  appear  to  him,  it 
could  not  have  been  raised.    **  Then,"  says  he, 


taming  hastily  rouud,  "in  three-qoartera  of  an 
hour  your  town  shall  be  in  flames;  you  shall  now 
feel  the  effects  of  war."  The  said  Captain  Law- 
rance then  went  into  the  tavern  of  Mrs.  Sears, 
and  with  two  or  three  men  brought  out  a  bale  or 
box  of  ffoods,  f  which  wassaid  to  have  been  lodged 
there  the  niffht  before,  belonging  to  a  lady  in 
Qeorgetown,}  and  placed  it  a  few  paces  in  front  of 
the  house ;  another  officer  (name  unknown)  en- 
tered afterwards,  and  brought  out  a  seoond  box, 
and  placed  it  near  the  first.  Captain  Lawianoe 
then  turned  to  him  and  said  "  sir,  I  have  placed 
a  guard  h^re  y  we  must  new  attend  to  other  busi- 
ness ;  we  wiU  see  to  this  {pointing  to  the  goods) 
to-night."  The  order  to  fire  the  house  was  then 
given,  and  Captain  Lawrance  walked  down  street 
and  entered  the  store  of  S.  Hogg  dt  Co.,  the  door 
of  which  had  been  previously  broken  open^  and  a 
few  men  were  in  the  act  of  taking  off  wearing  ap- 
parel, dtc. ;  others  had  got  to  the  counting-room 
desk  in  search  of  money,  scattering  the  papers, 
dbc.,  on  the  floor.  The  shameful  act  of  pilfering 
the  goods  was,  however,  reserved  for  the  redoubt- 
able Captain  Lawrance;  he  it  was  who  first  be* 
gan  the  shameful  scene,  so  disgracefnl  to  an  ofll* 
cer,  by  taking  down  knives,  mks,  &c,  aaying, 
"ha!  the  very  thing  we  want^"  and,  turninff 
round,  called  in  a  fresh  set  of  plunderers,  and 
said,  "boys,  here  is  fine  plunder:"  the  men  did 
not  wait  a  second  invitation,  but  set  in  with  their 
worthy  leader,  and  in  a  short  time  emptied  the 
store,  excepting  some  articles  which  were  of  little 
value. 

WM.  t.  KILLPATRICK. 

P.  S.  When  I  found  that  Capuin  Lawmnce 
ordered  his  men  in  the  store,  and  |^ve  the  ette 
to  plunder,  I  remonstrated  with  iumon  the  4m* 
propriety  of  such  proceeding,  and  obeerved,  that, 
with  civilized  nations  at  war,  private  property 
had  always  been  respected.  He  replied,  in  a  huty 
manner, "  you  ought  to  be  more  particular  in  your 
choice  of  representatives ;  you  wanted  war,  and 
you  shall  now  feel  the  effects." 

W.  T.  K. 

Sworn  to,  this  twenty-^fiftb  day  of  Jaoe,I813| 
before. 

ELUAH  DAVIS. 

Personally  came  James  Wood,  of  Havre  4e 
Grace,  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  for  Harford  country,  and  made 
oath,  according  to  law,  that,  on  Monday  morning, 
the  3d  of  May,  1813,  between  daylight  and  sun- 
rise, as  he  was  riding  in  the  town  of  Havre  de 
Grace,  he  discovered  some  men  In  the  act  of  haul- 
ing up  the  shore  a  piece  of  artillery  that  had  been 
mounted  on  the  battery,  and  from  their  dress  and 
the  dulness  of  the  morning  he  took  them  to  be 
Americans,  nor  did  he  discover  his  mistake  until 
he  was  taken  prisoner  and  compelled  to  dismount ; 
upon  which  the  officer  commanding  the  British 
immediately  mounted  his  horse.  A  short  period 
after,  he  was  ordered  on  board  of  a  baree  in  com- 
pany with  some  other  prisoners,  whichbarge  was 
moved  up  to  Mrs.  Sears's  wharl,  jn  company  with 
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other  barges.    Some  short  time  after,  he  discair- 
ered  a  house  at  some  distance  from  the  water  to 
be  on  fire,  which  excited  some  surprise,  (the  house 
belonged  to  Mr.  Jbhu  Tucker.)    He  observed  to 
the  coxswain  of  thef  boat,  there  was  a  house  on 
fire,  and  asked  him  if  he  did  not  suppose  it  to  be 
set  on  fire  by  a  rocket ;  he  replied,  "  perhaps  it 
mu^ht."    Directly  after,  I  saw  the  British  kindling 
a  fire  in  the  yard  of  Mrs.  Sears,  and  asked  them 
for  what  that  was   intended.     The  coxswain 
answered,  **  to  set  that  house  on  fire."    I  then 
asked  them,  ^  why,  you  are  not  going  to  bum  the 
building?"    The  reply  from  an  officer  on  board 
the  same  barge  (and  who,  I  believe,  had  not  been 
on  shore)  waa^  '*  yes,  sir,  we  shall  lay  your  town  in 
ashes;"  and  in  a  few  minutes  I  saw  a  general 
conflagration  of  the  greater  part  of  the  best  build- 
ings, daring  the  time  I  remained  on  board,  which 
was  antil  a  very  short  time  before  they  left  the 
place.    I  saw  the  officers  as  well  as  the  men  in 
small  squads  bringing  on  board  the  barges,  as  they 
lay  at  the  wharf,  pfundered  property  of  almost  every 
description,  and  depositing  it.    During  the  time, 
an  officer  brought  on  board  a  large  trunk  or  box, 
and  calling  to  one  of  the  men.  said,  ^^  I  will  give 
you  two  dollars  to  take  care  ot  this  for  me ;  this 
IS  my  own  plunder ;  this  was  a  staffe  passen- 
ger's property,  and  therefore  is  mine."    He  fur- 
ther declares  that  he  has  no  knowledge  of  any 
flag  of  truce  being  held  out  by  the  British^  nor  does 
he  oelieve  there  was  any. 

JAMES  WOOD. 

Sworn  to,  this  twenty -fifth  day  of  June,  1813, 
before 

ELIJAH  DAVIS. 

Personally  came  Roxana  Moore,  before  me,  the 
sobscriberf  one  of  the  justices  of  Harford  county, 
State  of  Maryland,  and  made  oath^  according  to 
law,  that  on  Monday  morning,  the  3d  of  May,  in 
contequenee  of  the  firing  of  the  British  into  the 
toiTo  of  Havre  de  Gfrace.  I  fled  for  safety  (my 
husband  being  from  home)  into  the  cellar  of  the 
house  in  which  I  lived ;  that,  upon  the  firing  hav- 
ing stopped,  I  came  up,  and  meeting  an  officer  on 
horseback,  and  who  was  wounded  in  the  hand, 
I  applied  to  him  for  protection,  fearing  injury 
from  some  of  the  men.  He  replied,  "  I  will  not 
hurt  yoa,  nor  shall  mv  men,  but  I  will  burn  your 
house."  I  answered  him  that  I  could  not  get  out 
of  it  with  my  little  children.  He  replied,  ^  then  I 
will  burn  vour  house  with  you  and  your  children 
io  it"  They  proceeded  a  little  further,  and,  after 
having  set  fire  to  my  neighbor  Richard  Mansfield's 
tavern  house,  a  number  of  them  returned  and  en- 
tered my  house,  and  began  to  pillage  and  plunder. 
They  took  the  whole  of  my  bed  clothes,  my  own 
clothes,  and  all  my  children's  even  to  ray  young- 
est child's,  a  baby  not  two  months  old,  together 
with  my  cradle  furniture.  Upon  my  soliciting 
them  to  spare  me  some  few  things,  one  replied, 
"  I  will  take  every  everything  I  can,  it's  what  we 
came  for,",  and  immediately  seized  a  shawl  from 
around  my  neck,  and  which  was  at  that  time 
nearly  all  the  covering  my  little  baby,  whom  I 
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held  in  my  arms,  had,  and  carried  it  away ;  they 
more  thvn  once  put  fire  to  the  house,  but  from 
the  exertions  of  some  of  my  neighbors  it  was  as 
often  put  out. 

She  further  declares  that  she  never  saw  any 
fla^  of  truce  held  out  by  the  British,  nor  doth  she 
believe  thel-e  was  any. 

ROXANA  MOORE. 

Sworn  to,  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  June,  1813, 
before 

ELUAH  DAVIS. 

Personally  came  Richard  Mansfield,  a  citizen 
of  Havre  de  Grace,  before  the  subscriber,  one  of 
the  justices  of  the  peace  for  Harford  county,  Ma- 
ryland, and  made  oath  according  to  law.  that  on 
Monday  morning,  the  3d  of  May,  1813,  being  in 
his  own  house  about  sunrise,  and  viewing  the 
British  barges  as  they  came  up  the  river,  they 
keeping  up  a  continual  firing  into  the  town,  until 
they  reached  Mrs.  Sears's  wharf,  being  about  two 
hundred  yards  below  this  deponent^s  when  the 
firing  ceased ;  they  then  landed,  and,  as  well  as  he 
could  discover  at  the  distance  from  which  he 
stood,  immediately  launched  a  24  pounder  on 
board  a  ferry  boat,  which  bilged  her,  as  she  began  to 
settle  in  the  water  as  soon  as  they  moved  her  out, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  went  down ;  during  this  time, 
two  of  the  barges  kept  moving  slowly  up  towards 
this  deponent's, and  as  soon  as  landed,  a  petty  offi- 
cer ran  to  this  deponent's  ferry  boat  and  called 
out,  ^'  there  is  nothing  in  her ;"  *^  cast  her  off,"  was 
the  reply,  which  was  instantly  done.  This  de- 
ponent and  his  son  being  at  this  time  on  the 
wharf,  discovered  a  British  officer  on  horseback 
with  several  of  his  men  at  his  heels,  making  to 
his  house,  upon  which  he  returned  and  met  them 
a  few  yards  in  front  of  his  house.  This  offi- 
cer, (whose  name  this  deponent  since  learned 
was  l^ieutenant  Westfall,  and  who  was  wounded 
through  the  hand)  immediately  ordered  the  house 
to  be  set  on  fire.  This  deponent  remonstrated 
against  such  procedure,  urging  its  being  unpre- 
cedented among  civilized  nations  at  war,  to  burn 
and  destroy  private  property ;  that  when  nations 
were  at  war  all  public  property  became  fair  ob- 
jects of  destruction,  but  that  private  property  had 
heretofore  been  respected,  except  such  as  might 
unfortunately  be  injured  by  the  usual  and  cus- 
tomary mode  of  warfti re,  or  that  might  be  taken 
as  provisions.  His  reply  was,  ^  by  G— d  it  should 
be  burnt."  This  deponent  and  a  Mr.  King,  who 
came  with  the  officer,  solicited  for  the  moveable 
property  that  was  in  the  house,  it  being  furniture, 
suting  to  him  that  that  was  this  deponent't>  only 
dependence,  and  was  all  he  had.  He  replied  gen- 
erally, by  ordering  his  men  to  burn.  During  this 
conversation  the  men  were  in  the  house  breaking 
and  destroying  evenr thing  before  them.  Mr.  King 
then  begged  the  officer  for  one  hour,  saying  that 
whatever  could  not  be  saved  in  that  lime  might  go. 
The  officer's  reply  was.  *♦  one  hour,  no,  by  G— d, 
not  flve  minutes;  burn  that  house."  Immedi- 
ately they  commenced,  and  had  the  dwelling 
house  on  fire  in  four  different  places  in  a  few 
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minutes.    This  deponent,  together  with  Mr.  King, 
coo  tinned  to  solicit  for  permission  to  sgve  some 
furniture  r  after  some  time,  Lieutenant  Westfali 
observed,  "  you   may  save  what  you  can,  and 
what  you  can  save  shall  not  be  disturbed*"    Ex- 
ertions were  then  made  by  this  deponent,  bis  son, 
and  Mr.  King,  to  save  from  the  devouring  flames, 
which  pioved  successful  for  a  short  time ;  but  a 
few  minutes  convinced  us  what  little  dependence 
was  to  be  placed  on  the  word  of  a  British  ofllcer, 
as  the  men,  aided  by  officers,  carried  off  what  bad 
been,  hy  great  exertions  and  considerable  risk, 
saved  from  the  flames.    The  enemy  had  been 
busily  employed  breaking,  destroying,  and  carry- 
ing away,  until  the  flames  got  to  such  height  as 
to  render  it  unsafe  to  go  within  the  walls.    They 
then  commenced  upon  such  property  as  this  de- 
ponent had  saved,  carrying  off  every  portable  ar- 
ticle, until  their  barges  were  stowed;  ripping  up 
beds,  tbrowinf^  the  feathers  to  the  air^sutting  up 
chairs,  breakmg  open  desks,  dbc.    The  officer 
who  made  the  attack  on  a  walnut  desk,  refused 
to  have  it  unlocked,  but,  after  breaking  open  the 
lid,  discovered  the  inner  door,  exultiagiy  exclaim- 
ed, "  ah !  I  am  nsed  to  such  things,"  or, "  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  opening  desks,"  or  some  expression 
to  that  amount,  and  immediately  broke  it  open, 
and  continued  his  search  as  if  for  money.    After 
having  destroyed  and  carried  off  nearly  the  whole 
of  this  deponent's  property,  and  seeing  the  build- 
ings burnt  down,  they  moved  down  to  Mrs.  Sears's 
wnarf^  and  joined  the  other  barges.    This  depo- 
nent was  then  advised  by  some  of  his  friends  to 
apply  to  some  of  the  officers  and  endeavor  to  set 
some  of  his  property  back,  which  he  did,  but 
found  such  obstacles  m  the  way  that,  after  getting 
a  looking  glass,  and  some  two  or  three  articles  of 
small  value,  he  £^ve  it  up;  but  meeting  the  Ad- 
miral in  person,  ne  renewed  his  application,  and 
after  some  time,  was  directed  to  go  on  board  and 
l^et  what  he  could ;  this  deponent  then  stated  the 
impossibility  of  succeeding  without  an  officer  to 
accompany  him.    An  officer  was  sent,  but  after 
repeated  attempts  to  get  some  of  bis  propNerly,  he 
was,  from  the  abuse  and  threats  of  being  run 
through  with  a  sword  Irom  an  officer  of  marines, 
for  claiming  his  property,  compelled  to  decline 
any  further  exertions,  after  getting  another  look- 
ingglass,  and  a  few  more  very  trifling  articles. 

This  deponent's  observations  being  confined 
to  his  own  house,  and  its  immediate  neighbor- 
hood, which  was  at  the  upper  end  of  the  village, 
he  was  not  an  eye-witness  to  their  savage-like 
conduct  generally.  One  dwelling-house  and 
grocery  store,  the  property  of  Mr.  George  Bar- 
toll,  which  stood  a  few  rods  below,  and  m  front 
of  this  deponent's,  he  saw  the  enemy  plundering, 
and  breaking  everything  to  pieces,  and  ending  by 
setting  it  on  fire  and  burning  it  down ;  a  number 
of  houses  were  set  on  fire  that  were  not  con- 
sumed; a  number  they  only  robbed  and  broke 
the  doors  and  windows;  among  the  latter  was 
the  church,  in  which  not  one  solitary  window 
was  left  whole.  During  the  time  this  deponent 
was  on  Mrs.  Sears's  wharf,  and  on  board  the  barges, 
he  solicited  for  the  prisonera,  citizens  of  the  townj 


to  be  set  at  liberty,  naming  thoae  that  he  imme- 
diately saw  and  knew,  among  whom  was  James 
Sears,  a  youth  of  about  seventeen,  and  John  O'- 
Neal, a  naturalized  Irishman,  both  of  whom 
were,  in  a  most  positive  manner,  refused ;  and, 
as  soon  as  O'Neal's  name  was  mentioned|  the 
officer,  to  whom  the  application  was  made,  re- 
plied, "  No  !''-^wearing  he  would  have  O'Neal 
hung  if  he  could.  O'Neal  has  since  been  dis- 
charged on  parole.  This  deponent  declares  that 
he  has  no  knowledge  of  any  flag  of  truce  being 
sent  by  the  British,  nor  does  he  believe  there  wna 
any. 

R.  MANSFIELD. 
Sworn  to,  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  June,  1813, 
before  ELIJAH  DAVIS. 


No.  8. 


Miasaaere  and  burning  cf  Ameriean  miMomrt  em^ 
rendered  to  officer$  of  (Ueat  Britain^  o%i  htdjam  in 
the  British  $ervice — Abandonment  of  the  remtMu  jf 
Americans  killed  in  battle,  or  mwdered  after  lit 
surrender  to  the  British —  The  pillage  and  sheotinf 
of  Ameriean  eUizenSf  and  the  burning  of  tketr 
houses  after  surrender  to  the  BriHsk^  under  the 
guarantee  of  protection. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Augustus  B.  Woodwaid. 
Esquire,  to  General  Proctor. 

Detroit,  Feb.  2, 1813. 
<<They  [the  inhabitants  of  Michigan]  have 
entertained  a  constant  apprehension  that,  when 
the  American  forces  approach  the  Territory,  and 
when  an  engagement  nas  taken  place,  the  fury 
of  the  savage  mind  at  the  sight  or  blood,  and  in 
reflecting  on  the  dead  they  lose,  and,  perhaps,  on 
the  retaliatory  treatment  of  prisoners,  or  of  the 
dead,  which  their  cruel  mode  of  warfare  it  al- 
ways likely  to  produce,  might  drive  them  to  an 
ignoble  revenge  on  the  prisoners  they  find  in  the 
country,  and  the  inhabitanu  of  it,  who  are  Ameri- 
can citizens.  Thejr,  therefore,  pressed  the  sub- 
ject on  your  attention  previous  to  the  battle  of 
the  22d  of  January,  1813;  and  felt  satisfied  with 
your  assurance  that  you  considered  your  own 
nonor  pledged  for  their  effectual  protection. 

"  Since  the  result  of  that  battle,  facts  are  before 
their  faces  which  they  cannot  shut  their  eyes 
upon.  Some  of  them  are,  perhaps,  unknown  to 
yourself.  I  will  enumerate  some  which  I  believe 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  establishing  beyend 
the  reach  of  contradiction. 

''  First.  Some  of  the  prisoners,  after  the  ctpit-* 
ulation  of  the  22d  of  January,  1813,  have  been 
tomahawked  by  the  savages. 

"Second.  Some  of  the  prisoners,  after  that 
capitulation,  have  been  shot  by  the  savages. 

"  Third.  Some  of  the  prisoners,  after  that  ca- 
pitulation, have  been  burnt  by  the  savages. 

'*  Fourth.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  citizens  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  alter  the  capitulation,  have  becA 
shot  by  the  savages. 

^<  Fifth.  The  houses  of  some  of  the  inhabitanu 
of  the  Territory,  American  citizens,  after  the  ca- 
pitulation, have  been  burnt  by  the  savages. 
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'*  Sixth.  Some  of  the  iDhabitaois,  Americao 
eitizens)  after  the  capitulatioo,  have  been  pillaged 
by  the  savages." 


A.  W.  McLean,  Baq.,  to  Mr.  Woodward. 

Sandwich,  Feb.  9. 1813. 
Sir:  You  will  have  the  goodness  to  appoint  a 
day  for  the  parpose  of  adducing,  before  Colonel 
Proctor,  such  proofe  as  you  may  have,  to  sub- 
stantiate the  assertions  in  your  letter  to  him,  rel- 
ative to  the  slaughter  of  the  enemy's  sick  and 
wounded,  on  the  226  of  January  last. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  <&c. 

A.  W.  McLean,  Aid-de^camp, 


Eztnct  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Woodward  to  General 
Proctor. 

Sandwich,  February  10, 1813. 

''I  had  the  honor  to  aeceive,  on  the  third  day 
of  this  month,  a  verbal  message  from  you,  com- 
municated to  me  by  Major  Muir,  requesting  me 
to  procure  some  evidence  of  the  massacre  of  the 
American  prisoners  on  the  23d  day  of  January 
last. 

'*  I  met  with  only  a  few  persons  at  Detroit  who 
art  inhabitants  of  the  river  Raisin,  nor  was  it 
altogether  a  pleasant  task  to  those  to  relate,  in 
these  times,  the  scenes  they  have  beheld.  Some 
of  them,  however,  appeared  before  a  magistrate, 
and  I  send  you  copies  of  what  they  have  stated. 
It  will  occur  to  you,  sir,  immediately,  that  what 
any  of  them  state  on  the  information  of  others, 
though  not  direct  evidence  in  itself,  leads  to  the 
source  where  it  may  be  obtained. 

"  In  communicating  your  message,  Major  Muir 
added  something  having  relation  to  American 
citizens  who  might  be  willing  to  take  the  oath  to 
the  Kin^. 

"It  will  be  obvious  to  you,  sir,  that,  in  a  state 
of  open  and  declared  war,  a  subject  or  citizen  of 
one  party  cannot  transfer  his  allegiance  to  the 
other  party  without  incurring  the  penalties  of 
treason ;  and  while  nothing  can  excuse  his  guilt, 
so  neither  are  those  innocent  who  lay  temptation 
before  him. 

"The  principles  adopted  by  the  United  States 
on  the  subject  of  expatriation  are  liberal,  but  are 
perfectly  inapplicable  to  a  public  enemy  in  time 
♦of  war. 

'^Some  of  the  French  inhabitants  ,of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  citizens  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  have  been  much  ur^ed  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  are  appreheosiTe  of  being  still  further 
troubled. 

'^I  had  the  further  honor  of  receiving,  on  the 
8th  instant,  your  verbal  message,  by  your  aid-de- 
camp, Mr.  McLean,  acquaiatiug  me  that  there 
was  no  capitulation  on  the  22d  of  January,  and 
that  the  prisoners  surrendered  at  discretion. 

"I,  therefore,  beg  pardon  for  that  mistake. 

"  The  principles,  nowever,  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions, impose  an  obligation  almost  equally  strong." 


No.  XXV.— Tranblation. 

Territory  of  Michigan, 

District  of  Detroit ^  ss : 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  under- 
signed, one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  the 
district  of  Detroit,  Joseph  Robert,  an  inhabitant 
on  the  river  aux  Raisins,  who,  being  duly  sworn 
on  the  Holy  Evangelists,  deposes  and  says,  that, 
on  the  next  day  after  the  battle  on  the  said  river 
Raisin,  a  short  time  after  sunrise,  he  saw  the  In- 
dians kill  the  American  prisoners  with  their  tom- 
ahawks, and  that  they  shot  several,  to  wit,  three ; 
that  the  Indians  set  the  house  on  fire,  and  that,  in 
goinjr  out,  the  prisoners  were  massacred  and  killed 
as  amresaid,  that  is  to  say :  three  were  shot,  the 
others  were  killed  in  the  houses,  and  burnt  with 
the  houses.  The  Indians  burnt  first  the  house  of 
Jean  Baptiste  Jereaume,  and  afterwards  that  of 
Oabriel  Godfrey,  Jr.  The  deponent  has  been  in- 
foinied  that  there  were  about  forty-eight  or  fortf^ 
nine  prisoners  in  the  two  houses.  The  deponent 
ha^  seen  dead  bodies  on  the  highway  which  the 
hogs  were  tearing  and  eating*  Mr.  Bronot  told 
the  deponent  that  the  Indians  had  killed  those  of 
the  prisoners  who  were  least  wounded,  and  that 
the  others  were  burnt  alive. 

Antoine  Cuiellarie  and  Alexis  Salliot,  inhabi- 
tants of  river  Ecorces,  told  the  deponent  that  two 
prisoners  had  been  burnt  in  the  house  of  Grand- 
on,  on  the  river  aux  Sables.  The  deponent  has 
heard  that  the  Indians  had  torn  out  the  hearts  of 
the  prisoners,  and  had  brought  them  still  smok- 
ing into  the  houses,  but  did  not  recollect  the 
names  of  the  informants ;  he  believes,  howerer, 
they  were  men  worthy  of  credit. 

The  deponent  says  further,  that,  after  the  first 
action  on  the  river  Raisin,  the  Indians  fired  on 
one  named  Solo,  son-in-law  to  Stephen  Labeau, 
an  inhabitant  on  the  river  aux  Sables,  when  re- 
turning from  the  house  of  Grandon  to  his  father- 
in-law.-  On  his  arrival,  he  hallooed  to  his  father- 
in-law  to  open  the  door,  saying  that  he  was  mor- 
tally wounded.  Stephen  Labaau  opened  the 
door,  and  told  his  soi;i-in-law  to  throw  himself  on 
his  bed ;  but  that,  in  trying  to  move,  he  fell  dead* 
An  Indian  knocked  at  the  door,  and  Labeau,  hay- 
ing opened  it.  received  a  ball  in  his  breast,  ani 
fell  dead.  Tne  son  of  Labeau  made  his  escape; 
the  Indians  fired  several  shots  at  hiiP)  which  did 
not  reach  him. 

The  deponent  says  further,  that  Baptiste  Cou- 
teur  was  killed  near  the  house  of  the  deponent, 
on  the  day  of  the  second  battle  on  the  river  Rai- 
sin, a  little  after  sunrise. 

The  deponent  says  further,  that  the  Indiana 
have  often  threatened  to  burn  nis  house  and  barni 
if  he  did  not  march  with  them  against  the  Ameri- 
cans. The  deponent  says,  that  he  is  an  Ameri- 
can citizen. 

The  deponent  says  that  several  of  his  neigh- 
bors have  told  him  that  they  have  received  the 
same  threat.  Other  settlements  have  been  threat- 
ened with  fire.  The  mills  and  houses  on  the 
river  aux  Roches  were  burnt  in  the  month  of 
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September  last,  after  the  oapitolatioo  of  Detroit. 
And  farther  this  deponent  saith  not. 

JOSEPH  ROBERT. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  4th  Feb- 
luary.  1813. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  J.  P. 

No.  XXVI. 
Territory  of  Michigan, 

District  of  Detroit,  88 : 

Be  it  remembered  that,  on  this  dajr,  February 
the  fourth,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirteen,  personally  came  before  the  uoder- 
siffned,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  district 
aforesaid,  viz :  John  McDoneii,  an  inhabitant  of 
the  oitv  of  Detroit,  who,  after  being  duly  sworn 
upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  Gk>d,  de- 
poseth  and  saith,  that  a  few  days  after  the  bat- 
tle of  the  22d  January  last,  (at  the  rirer  Raisin,) 
he  was  personally  present  at  the  house  of  James 
Hay,  Esquire,  when  he  heard  the  said  James 
Blay  ask  Mr.  William  Jones,  the  acting  agent  for 
the  Indian  Department,  if  there  would  be  any 
impropriety  in  purchasing  the  prisoners  from  the 
Indians;  and  that  he  heard  the  said  William 
Jones  sa^,  ^that  he  thought  there  would  be  no 
impropriety  in  purchasing  them,  but  would  not 
midertake  to  authorize  any  i)erson  to  do  so ;"  that 
in  eonsequence  of  which,  this  deponent  purchsed 
three  or  four  of  the  prisoners;  ampnff  the  num- 
ber was  one  by  the  name  of  —^  Hamilton,  a 
private  in  the  Kentucky  volunteers,  who  declam 
to  this  deponent,  that,  on  the  first  or  second  day 
after  the  battle  at  river  Raisin,  on  22d  January 
last,  as  he  and  some  of  his  fellow-prisoners  were 
marching  with  the  Indians  between  this  place 
and  the  river  Raisin,  they  came  up  to  where  one 
of  the  prisoners  was  burnt,  the  life  just  expiring, 
and  an  Indian  kicking  the  ashes  off  his  back, 
aayin|^  "  damned  son  of  a  bitch." 

This  deponent  also  further  deposeth,  as  afore- 
aaid,  that  Doctor  Bowers,  a. surgeon's  mate  of 
the  Kentucky  volunteers,  who  was  purchased  by 
him  and  some  other  gentlemen,  stated  to  this 
deponent  ^that  he  was  left  to  take  care  of  the 
wounded  after  the  battle,  but  felt  rather  timid  on 
account  of  the  savages,  but  that  he  received  such 
assurances  from  Captain  or  Colouel  Elliott  of 
the  safety  of  himself  as  well  as  the  remaining 
prisoners,  he  concluded  to  stay,  as  sleighs  were 
promised  to  be  sent  to  fetch  them  away  the  next 
morning;  that  near  about  daylight  of  the  morn- 
ing following  the  day  of  the  battle,  the  Indians 
came  into  the  house  where  said  Bowers  was 
with  the  other  prisoners,  and  proceeded  to  plun- 
der and  tomahawk  such  as  could  not  walk,  and 
stripping  the  said  Bowers  and  the  wounded  pris- 
oners of  all  their  clothes;  that  while  the  said 
Boweps  and  two  other  prisoners,  named  Searles 
and  Bradford,  as  near  as  this  deponent  can  recol- 
lect, were  sitting  by  the  fire  in  the  Indian  camp, 
an  Indian  came  up.  who  appeared  to  be  drunk, 
and  ealled  the  said  Searles,  as  near  as  this  depo- 
nent can  recollect,  a  Madison  or  Washington, 
then  took  up  a  tomahawk  and  struck  the  said 
Searles  on  the  shoulder;  that  the  said  Searles 


caught  hold  of  the  tomahawk  and  held  it  for 
some  time;  that  the  said  Bowers  advised  the 
said  Searles  to  submit  to  his  fate;  with  that  the 
Indian  gave  him  a  second  blow  on  the  head, 
killed,  scalped,  and  stripped  him;  during  this 
time  the  said  Bowers  ana  Bradford  were  person- 
ally present,  and  being  apprehensive  for  their 
own  safet]^,  that  he,  Bowers,  ran  and  came  up  to 
the  old  chief  (who  sold  him  to  this  deponent  and 
others)  who  took  him  under  his  protection,  and 
was  very  kind  to  him  while  he  remained  with 
him.  This  deponent  further  deposeth,  that  he 
has  reason  to  believe  the  aforesaid  Bowers  and 
Hamilton  are  now  at  Sandwich,  and  if  applied 
to,  they  could  ^ive  more  ample  information  rela- 
tive to  the  particulars  of  the  aforesaid.  And  fur- 
ther this  deponent  saith  not. 

J.  McDONELL. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  at  my  chambers,  in  the 
city  of  Detroit,  the  day  and  year  before  written. 
JAMES  MAY,  /.  P.  D.  D. 

Appurtbnancbb  to  No.  XXYI. 
No.  1. 
Note  from  Mr.  John  McDoneli  to  Jamas  May,  Esq. 
Detroit,  February  4, 1813. 
Dear  Sir:   I  had   a  conversation  with  Mr. 
Smart,  after  leaving  your  house  to-day,  who  had 
a  conversation  with  Bowers  and  Bradford.    He 
observes  that  I  have  made  several  material  errors 
in  my  affidavit  before  you  this  day.    He  says  the 
prisoner  killed  was  of  the  name  of  Blythe,  instead 
of  Searles;   and  mentioned  some  other  errors 
that  difier  widely  from  what  I  had  sworn  to,  so 
that  I  think  it  is  a  pity  that  Bowers's  and  Brad- 
ford's own  affidavits  could  not  be  had,  instead  of 
mine.    Your's, 

J.  McDONELL. 
Jambs  Mat,  Esq. 

No.' 2. 
Note  from  Mr.  McDoneU  to  Mr.  Lyons,  his  Cleik* 
I  wish  you  to  mention  to  Judge  Woodward 
that  application  is  made  for  me  by  a  friend  on 
the  other  side  to  remain  until  the  navigacioa 
opens.  On  that  account,  I  hope  that  he  will  keep 
back  the  deposition  that  I  have  made  regarding 
the  murders  committed  by  the  savages  on  the 
river  Raisin,  as  he  has  much  better  testimony  to 
substantiate  facts  than  what  I  have  sworn  to  oa 
hearsay ;  and,  as  I  am  sure,  if  the  Colonel  was 
even  disposed  to  hear  my  application,  that  affida-  # 
vit  will  be  enough  to  send  me  off;  or,  else,  if  I 
was  allowed  to  remain,  Elliott  would  set  the  In- 
dians on  me. 

No.  XXVII.— TRAiiaLATiaii. 
Territory  op  Michiqam, 

District  oj  Detroit^  88: 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  undeirsignedL 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  district  ot 
Detroit,  Antoine  Boulard,  of  the  river  auz  Rais- 
ins, who,  being  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists, 
deposeth  and  says,  that,  on  the  next  day  after  the 
last  battle  on  river  aux  Raisins,  he  saw  the  In- 
dians kill  the  Secretary  of  the  American  Ckneral, 
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wko  was  OQ  the  horse  of  the  Indian  who  had 
taken  him  prisoner,  with  a  rifle  shot ;  that  the 
prisoner  fell  on  one  side,  and  an  Indian  came  for* 
ward  with  a  sahre,  finbhed  him,  scalped  him, 
stripped  him,  and  carried  away  his  clothes.  The 
body  remained  two  days  on  the  highway,  before 
the  door  of  the  deponent,  and  was  part  eat  up  by 
the  hogs.  Afterwards,  the  deponent,  together 
with  Fran9ois  Las  Lasselle,  Hubert  Lacroiz, 
Charles  Chorin.  and  Louis  Lajoye,  took  up  the 
corpse  at  dusk  or  the  evening,  and  carried  it  mto  a 
field  near  the  woods,  where  the  hogs  did  not  go. 
They  dared  not  bury  it.  for  fear  of  being  surprised 
by  the  Indians.  And  lurther  this  deponent  saith 
not. 

ANTOINE  BODLARD. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  in  my  presence,  the  5th 
of  February,  1813. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  J.  P.  D.  D. 

No.  XXVIII. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  the  next  day  after  the  last 
battle  on  the  river  aux  Raisins,  the  Secretary  of 
the  American  General  was  taken,  near  the  door  of 
the  deponent,  was  wounded,  and  placed  on  a  horse ; 
Uiat  seven  or  eight  Indians  were  near  the  house, 
one  of  whom  shot  him  in  the  head  with  a  rifle ; 
that  he  did  not  fall  off  his  horse  until  another  In- 
dian«  drawing  a  sabre,  struck  him  on  the  head 
several  times,  and  then  he  fell  to  the  ground,  was 
scalped,  and  stripped  of  his  clothes,  and  left  on  the 
road,  where  he  remained  one  day  and  a  half.  I, 
the  deponent,  with  Francois  Lasselle,  Hubert 
Lacroix,  and  Lewis  Chovm,  on  the  evening  of 
the  second  day,  took  up  the  body,  carried  it  to  the 
skirts  of  the  woods,  and  covered  it  with  a  few 
branches,  but  could  not  stay  to  bury  it  for  fear  of 
the  Indians  that  were  in  the  neighborhood ;  and, 
on  the  next  day  after  the  last  battle^  I  was  near 
the  house  of  Gabriel  Gk>dfroy,  junior,  and  the 
house  of  Jean  Batiste  Jereaurae,  where  a  great 
number  of  prisoners  were  collected ;  and  that  I 
heard  the  screaming  of  the  prisoners  whom  the 
Indians  were  tomahawking;  that  the  savages  set 
the  houses  on  fire,  and  went  off. 

LOUIS  BERNARD  dit  Lajoye. 

Dbtroit,  February  5, 1813. 

No.  XXIX- 

I  certify,  that  the  bodies  of  the  Americans 
*  killed  at  the  battle  of  la  Rividre  aux  Raisins,  of 
the  22d  of  January  last,  remain  unburied,  and 
that  I  have  seen  the  hogs  and  dogs  eating  them. 
The  bogs  appeared  to  be  rendered  mad  by  so  pro- 
fuse a  diet  of  Christian  flesh.  I  saw  the  houses 
of  Mr.  Jerome  and  Mr.  Gbdfroy  on  fire,  and  have 
heard  that  there  were  prisoners  in  them.  The 
inhabitants  did  not  dare  to  bury  the  dead,  on  ac^ 
count  of  the  Indians. 

The  inhabitanu  have  been  threatened  by  the 
Indians,  if  they  did  not  take  up  arms  against  the 
Americans. 

ALEXIS  LABADIE. 

MioBioAN,  F^fTuary  6, 1813. 


No.  XXX. 

This  is  to  certify,  that  on  or  about  the  28th  day 
of  January  last  past,  an  Indian  woman  came  to 
my  dwelling-house,  on  the  river  Rouffe,  and  in- 
formed me  that,  on  the  morning  of  that  day,  an 
American  prisoner  had  been  killed  in  the  Indian 
camp,  and  the  reason  she  assigned  for  killing  him 
was,  because  he  had  expressed  a  hatred  for  the 
Indians. 

ROBERT  ABBOTT. 

Detroit,  February  8, 1813. 

No.  XXXI. 
Tehbitort  of  Michigan, 

District  of  Detroit,  ee: 

Personally  appeared  before  the  subscriber,  one 
of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  said  district, 
Aaron  Thomas,  and  Agnes  Thomas,  his  wifcL 
who  both  made  oath,  on  the  Holv  Evangelists  ot 
Almighty  God,  that  the  Indians  nave  taken  from 
th^  house  of  Mr.  Attwater.on  the  I6th  of  August 
1812,  one  chintz  gown,  valued  seven  and  a  half 
dollars;  one  calico  gown,  valued  three  dollars 
and  seven tv-five  cents;  one  calimanoo  petticoaC| 
value  four  dollars;  one  pair  of  cotton  stockiuffsyone 
dollar  and  fifty  cents;  one  pair  of  woollen  itockings, 
seventy-five  cents;  one  pair  of  silk  gloves,  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents;  one  new  small  trunk,  two 
dollars;  one  pocket  book,  two  dollars;  thread, 
one  dollar ;  needles,  fifty  cents :  one  shawl,  on9 
dollar;  one  cambric  handkerchief,  seventy-five 
cents;  one  cotton  ditto,  sixty-two  and  one-half 
cents;  one  shift,  one  dollar;  three-fourths  of  a 
pound  of  pepper,  fifty  cents ;  one  cake  of  choco- 
late, twenty-five  cents ;  one  fan,  fifty  cents ;  one 
blanket,  three  dollars;  one  cloak,  ten  dollars; 
three  vards  of  check  cotton,  ninety-three  and 
three-rourth  cents;  one  shawl,  one  dollar;  one 
flannel  loose  gown,  three  dollars.  On  the  12th  of 
September,  taken  on  river  Rouge,  one  chesnut 
sorrel  horse,  fiftv  dollars ;  saddle  and  bridle,  ten 
dollars.  On  Friday,  the  11th  of  September,  Uken 
on  river  Rouge,  one  other  saddle,  eight  dollars; 
one  pair  leather  leading  lines,  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents;  leading  lines,  seventy-five  cents;  one 
axe,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents ;  chintz  patches, 
two  dollars. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  my  chamber,  17th  of  Se]^ 
tember,  1812. 

PETER  AUDRAIN,  /.  P.  D.  D. 

No.  XXXII. 

Letter  from  the  Indians  to  the  inhaMtanta  of  the  river 

Raisin,  not  dated. 

The  Hurons  and  the  other  tribes  of  Indians,  as- 
sembled at  the  Miami  rapids,  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  river  Raisin : 

Frienos,  listen  !  You  have  always  told  us  yoa 
would  give  us  any  assistance  in  your  power. 

We,  therefore,  as  the  enemy  is  approaching  us, 
within  twentv-nve  miles,  call  upon  ^ou  all  to  rise 
up,  and  come  nereimmediately  bringing  your  arms 
along  with  you. 

Should  you  fail  at  this  time,  we  will  not  con- 
sider you  in  future  as  friends,  and  the  eoasa» 
quences  may  be  very  unpleasant. 
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We  are  all  coovinced  you  have  oo  writiDg  for- 
bichdiog  you  to  assist  us. 
Wo  are  all  your  friends  at  present. 
ROUND  HEAD, 
(by  an  emblem  resembling  a  horeeJ) 

WALK-IN-THE  WATER, 
(by  an  emblem  reaemblir^  a  turUe,) 

No.  XXXIIL— Tbanslation. 
Letter  of  the  inkabkants  of  the  river  Raisin,  dated 
RiTiEHB  Aux  Raisins, 

November  13, 1812. 
Sir:  Iq  the  embarrassment  in  which  we  find 
onrselTes  at  present  on  tbe  subject  of  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  Colonel  Narar,  on  the  part  of  the  Hu- 
Tons  and  other  savage  tribes,  we  depute,  him  to 
¥oa  to  represent  to  you  the  situation  of  the  in- 
babitsnts  of  the  riyet  Raisin,  praying  you  to  as- 
sist him  with  ^our  advice  in  so  delicate  a  matter, 
kaTiAg,at  all  times,  bad  great  confidence  in  your 
great  knowledge. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  profound  re- 
spect, your  obedient  servants, 

JAftUES  LASSELLE, 
JEAN  B.  JEROME, 
JEAN  B.  BEAUGRAND, 
FRANCOIS  LASSELLE, 
DUNCAN  REID, 
JEAN  B.  LASSELLE. 
Hoo.  JuDOB  Woodward^  DetroiL 

Extract  from  the  report  of  Ensign  Isaac  L.  Baker, 
Agent  for  the  prisoners  taken  after  the  battle  of 
Frenchtown»  January  22,  1813,  to  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Winchester,  dated 

<' British  Niagara,  Feb.  26, 1813. 
«  For  the  greatest  number  of  our  unfortunate 
fellow-soldiers  being  sent  from  Detroit  we  are 
indebted  to  tbe  exertions  of  our  prisoner  fellow- 
citizens  there,  who,  with  an  unexampled  generos- 
ity, when  they  saw  their  countrymen  driven 
through  the  streets  like  sheep  to  a  market,  lav- 
ished their  wealth  for  their  ransom.  Nor  was 
the  procuration  of  our  liberty  all.  We  had  been 
almost  entirely  stripped  by  the  Indians.  Clothes, 
such  as  the  exigency  of  the  occasion  permitted 
to  be  prepared,  were  furnished  us. 

"  On  the  8tn  instant,  Colonel  Proctor  ordered 
me  to  make  out  a  return  of  ail  the  prisoners  who 
were  killed  by  the  Indians  in  battle,  agreeable  to 
the  best  information  I  could  collect.  The  en- 
closed return,  marked  B,  was  produced  by  this 
order.  I  might  haTe  added  the  gallant  Captain 
l<iathaniel  Qray ;  8.  Hart,  deputy  inspector  gen- 
maX ;  CapUin  Virgil  McCrackin,  of  Colonel  Al- 
len's regiment ;  Captain  John  H.  Woolfolk,  your 
aecretary ;  Ensign  Levi  Wells,  of  the  7th  United 
States'  infiintcy ;  and  a  number  of  privates,  whom 
I  £nd.  by  subsequent  information,  have  been  mas- 
saorea. 

^Thc  memory  of  past  services  rendered  me  by 
Captain  Hart's  family  made  me  particularly  anx- 
tous  to  ascertain  his  fate.  I  flattered  myself  he  was 
alive,  and  every  information  I  could  get  for  some 
time  flattered  my  hopes.  But  one  of  the  last 
prisoners  who  was  brought  in,  told  me  that  the 


Captain  was  certainly  massacred.  He  was  so 
baoly  wounded  as  to  prevent  him  from  walking. 
The  Indians  took  him  some  distance  on  a  horse, 
but  at  length  took  him  ofl*and  tomahawked  him. 

"About  tbe  10th  instant,  an  Indian  brought 
Captain  McCrackin's  commission  to  Sandwich  ; 
the  paper  was  bloody.  The  fellow  said  he  took 
the  Captain  unhurt,  but  some  time  after,  when 
stripping  and  examining  bim^  he  found  an  Indian 
scalp  in  his  bosom,  which  induced  him  to  kill 
hikn.  This,  vou  cannot  but  be  assured,  is  a  hum- 
bug of  the  fellow's  own  making,  to  screen  him- 
self from  the  odium  of  barbarity.  The  Captain's 
character,  and  the  danger  that  attended  his  carr^r- 
ing  such  furniture  in  a  disastrous  battle,  grve  it 
tbe  lie. 

"CaptHin  Woolfblk,  after  having  been  wounded 
in  two  places,  by  some  means  ha3  got  refcge  in 
one  of  the  French  houses  on  the  Raisin.  He  was 
discovered  next  day,  and  dragged  from  bisasylum. 
He  was  taken  to  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Lasselle,  where 
he  said  he  would  give  one  thousand  dollars  to  «iy 
one  who  would  purchase  him.  Mr.  Lasselle  said 
it  was  out  of  his  power,  but  he  had  no  doubt  hn 
brother  would  do  it,  who  lived  at  hand.  He  di- 
rected his  owners  to  the  house  of  his  brother,  but 
as  thev  were  on  their  way,  an  Indian  from  n 
waste-house  shot  him  through  the  head. 

"  Ensign  Wells  was  taken  bv  my  side  unhurt. 
I  considered  him  as  alive,  un df,  on  my  arrival  at 
this  place,  Captain  Naj^s  tells  me  he  was  killed 
by  a  Pottawatatamy  Indian,  not  long  after  be  was 
taken. 

^  Man V  fresh  scalps  have  been  broueht  in  since 
the  battle,  and  dead  bodies  seen  throogh  the 
country,  n^rhich  prove  that  others  have  been 
killed,  whose  names  I  have  not  been  able  to  find 
out,  independent  of  those  reported  to  Cokmtl 
Proctor. 

*^  This,  sir,  is  all  the  information  I  have  been 
able  to  collect  concerning  those  who  were  massa- 
cred. The  fifteen  or  eighteen  mentioned  in  the 
remarks  to  the  return  made  to  Colonel  Proctor, 
whose  names  do  not  appear,  were  not  known  hj 
those  who  saw  them  killed. 

"  Major  Graves,  of  the  fifth  regiment  of  Ken- 
tucky volunteers,  I  have  been  able  to  get  no  in- 
formation of,  further  than  that  he  was  brought  to 
the  river  Rouge,  on  the  25th  or  26th  of  January, 
in  a  sleigh.  I  fear,  from  our  having  heard  noth- 
ing of  him  since,  that  he  is  no  more,  and  that 
valuable  officer  forever  lost  to  his  country. 

*'  Tbe  dead  of  our  army  are  still  denied  the 
rites  of  sepulture.  At  the  time  I  left  Sandwich, 
I  was  told  the  hogs  were  eating  them.  A  gentle- 
man told  me  he  nad  seen  them  runnin^^  aboot 
with  skulls,  arms,  legs,  and  other  parts  ofthe  ho- 
man  system,  in  their  mouths.  The  French  peo- 
ple on  the  Raisin  buried  Captains  Hart,  Wocd- 
folk,  and  some  others,  but  it  was  more  than  their 
lives  were  worth  to  have  been  caught  paying 
this  last  customed  tribute  to  mortality. 

'*  I  several  times  agitated  the  subiect  of  bury- 
ing the  dead,  when  in  company  with  the  British 
officers,  but  they  always  answeied,  that  the  In- 
dians would  not  suffer  it." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


aaiT 


JUanner  in  wkieh  the  War  i»  vaged  &y  the  Enemy. 


2818 


A  retnn^  of  the  American  priionen  who  were  toma- 
hawked by  the  Indiane  vnheequent  to  the  battle  at 
Frenohtown,  January  22,  1813. 

1.  Pascal  Hickman,  Captain,  Ist  Kentucky 
Yolanteer  rifle,  January  23,  in  Frenchtown. 

2.  James  E.  Biythe,  private.  Hart's  company, 
5th  Kentucky  rolunteer  infontry,  January  23,  in 
Frenchtown. 

3.  Charles  G^rles,  private,  Hart's  company,  5tb 
Keatucky  volunteer  infantry,  January  23,  Sandy 
Creek. 

4.  Thomas  S.  Crow,  private^  Seabree's  com- 
pany, 1st  Kentucky  volunteer  infantry,  January 
83,  three  miles  from  Frenchtown. 

5.  Daniel  Darnell,  private,  Williams'  company, 
Sill  Kentucky  volunteer  infantry,  January  23,  be* 
tween  Sandy  Creek  and  Frenchtotvn. 

6.  Thomas  Ward,  private.  Redd ing^s  company, 
1st  Kentucky  volunteer  i n fan tfv,  January  23,  be* 
tween  Sandy  Creek  and  Frenchtown. 

7.  William  Butler,  private,  Sanghome's  com* 

Sny,  1st  Kentucky  rifle,  January  23,  between 
oidy  Creek  and  Frenchtown. 

8.  Henry  Downy,  private,  Edwards'  company, 
17lh  United  States'  infantry,  January  24,  near 
Brownstown. 

9.  John  P.  Sidney^  Sergeant,  Martin's  com- 
pany, Idth  Kentucky  volunteer  infantry,  January 
25,  River  Rouge. 

Remarks. — In  addition  to  the  above  number, 
I  saw  two  others  tomahawked  at  Sandy  Creek 
myself,  and  find  that  the  prisoners,  now  in  the 
hospital  in  Sandwich,  saw,  say  fifteen  or  eighteen 
others,  treated  in  the  same  manner.  Two  men 
tell  me  they  saw  one  who  had  the  appearance  of 
having  been  burned  to  death.  Those  men  who 
taw  Henry  Downy  and  William  Butler  killed,  tell 
me  that  the  Indians  left  them  without  scalping. 
ISAAC  L.  BAKER, 
Ensign  2d  United  States^  Infantry. 

Colonel  H.  Proctor. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Harrison  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  dated  at  the  Miami  Rapids,  Feb- 
ruary 11,  1813. 

**  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  depo- 
sition of  Medard  Labbadie,  who  was  at  the 
river  Raisin  on  the  22d  ultimo,  and  remained 
there  till  the  6th  instant.  His  account  of  the  loss 
of  the  enemy  in  the  action  is  corroborated  by  seve- 
ral others,  nor  is  there  the  least  reason  to  doubt 
his  statement,  as  it  regards  the  horrible  fate  of 
our  wounded  men.  There  is  another  circum- 
stance which  plainly  shows  that  the  British  have 
no  intention  to  conduct  the  war  (at  least  in  this 

guarter)  upon  those  principles  which  have  been 
eld  sacred  by  all  civilized  nations.  On  the  30th 
ultimo,  I  despatched  Doctor  McKeehan,  a  sur- 
geon's mate  in  the  milUia,  with  a  fias.  to  ascer- 
tain the  situation  of  our  wounded.  He  was  at- 
tended hy  one  of  our  militiamen  and  a  French- 
i  man.  On  the  night  after  their  departure,  they 
halted  near  this  place  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a 


few  hours'  sleep,  in  a  vacant  cabin  upon  the  bank 
of  the  river.  The  carryall  in  which  tney  travelled 
w^is  left  at  the  door  with  the  flas  set  up  in  it.. 
They  were  discovered  by  a  party  of  Indians  (ac- 
companied, it  is  said,  by  a  British  officer)  and 
attacked  in  the  manner  described  in  the  deposi* 
tion.  The  militiaman  was  killed  and  scalped, 
the  Doctor  and  the  Frenchman  taken.  Doctor 
McKeehan  was  furnished  with  a  letter,  addressed 
to  any  British  officer  whom  he  might  meeL  de- 
scribing the  character  in  which  he  went,  and  the 
object  for  which  he  was  sent,  an  open  letter  to 
General  Winchester,  and  written  instructions  to 
himself,  all  of  which  he  was  directed  to  show  to 
the  first  officer  he  met  with.  He  was  also  sup* 
plied  with  one  hundred  dollars  in  gold  to  procure 
necessiiries  for  the  prisoners." 

The  affidavit  of  Medard  Labbadie,  late  resident  near 
the  river  Raisin,  in  the  Michigan  Territory. 

He  being  sWorn,  saith,  he  was  in  his  house 
when  he  heard  the  guns  at  the  commencement 
of  the  action  at  the  river  Raisin,  on  the  22d  Jan- 
uary, 1813,  between  the  American  forces  under 
General  Winchester,  and  the  British,  Canadian, 
and  Indian  forces,  said  to  be  commanded  by  Cd. 
St.  George.  After  some  little  time,  he  heard  that 
the  Indians  were  killing  the  inhabitants  as  well 
as  the  Americans,  upon  which  he  went  towards 
the  scene  of  action,  in  order  to  save  his  family. 
As  he  weiit  on,  he  was,  with  one  other  inhabi- 
tant, taken  prisoner  by  two  Wyandot  Indians, 
and  carried  prisoner  to  the  Indian  Hues,  from 
which  he  saw  great  part  of  the  action.  The  right 
wing  of  the  Americans  had  given  way  before  he 
got  a  sight  of  the  action.  It  terminated  after  the 
sun  was  some  hours  high,  not  far  from  11  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  by  the  surrender  of  the  American  forces 
that  then  remained  on  the  ground.  He  saw  the 
flag  hoisted  by  the  British  sent  to  the  American 
forces,  and  saw  it  pass  three  times  to  the  Ameri- 
cans before  the  surrender.  He  could  not  uoder- 
stand  English,  but  understood  that  General  Win- 
chester was  taken  prisoner  before  he  got  to  the 
lines  of  his  own  men  ;  that  he  was  compelled  to 
carry  the  flag  to  his  own  foroes  after  he  was  taken ; 
that  he  understood  the  reason  of  the  flag  pataug 
so  often,  was,  that  the  Americans  refused  to  sur- 
render upon  any  other  terms  than  that  the 
wounded  should  be  taken  care  of,  the  dead  buried, 
and  the  inhabitants  protected  in  their  property. 
That  the  British  first  refused  to  agr^e  to  these 
terms,  but  finally  did  aeree  to  them.  He  also 
understood  that  the  loss  of  the  British  and  Indiana 
in  the  action  was  about  four  hundred  killed.  He 
also  understood  that  the  loss  of  the  Americans  in 
the  action  was  about  one  hundred  and  eighty 
killed. 

He  knows  that,  on  the  day  of  the  action,  all 
the  prisoners  who  were  able  to  march,  were 
marched  off'  towards  Maiden,  the  wounded,  about 
sixty  or  eighty  in  number,  left  in  two  houses,  with- 
out any  oflheir  friends,  or  a  physician,  to  take  care 
of  them,  and  without  any  British  officer  or  men. 
About  ten  Indians  remained  behind  upon  the 
ground ;  the  balance  of  the  Indians  went  off  with 
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the  British,  and  he  was  told  hy  some  of  the  Ca- 
nadian militia^  that  the  British  had  promised  the 
Indians  a  frolic  that  night,  at  Stony  Creek,  abont 
six  miles  from  the  river  Raisin. 

He  was  liberated  after  the  line  of  march  was 
formed  for  Maiden.  The  next  morning  he  was  in 
the  houses  where  the  wounded  were.  That  morn- 
ing about  fifty  Indians  returned;  they  brought 
whiskey  with  them;  they  drank  some,  and  gare 
some  to  tlie  Indians  there,  and  between  9  and  10 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  commenced  killing  the  wounded, 
then  set  fire  to  the  houses  the  wounded  were  in, 
and  consumed  them.  He  was  at  his  father's,  on 
this  side  of  Detroit  river,  about  seven  days  after 
the  action,  and  saw  across  the  river  the  prisoners 
marched  ofi'for  Niagara,  from  Maiden. 

He  saith  that  he  saw  taken  by  his  house,  by 
Captaia  Elliott,  and  nine  Wyandot  Indians,  two 
men  that  he  understood  had  been  sent  by  General 
Harrison  with  a  flap;  to  the  British.  One  of  the 
men  (Mr.  Tessier)  he  knew,  the  other  he  did  not 
know,  but  understood  he  was  a  doctor.  He  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  them,  but 
understood  from  an  inhabitant,  to  whom  Mr.  Tes- 
sier communicated  it,  that  they  stopped  for  the 
night  and  left  the  flag  hoisted  on  the  carryall ; 
that  the  flag  was  taken  away  unknown  to  them, 
and  that  the  Indians  fired  on  them ;  that  he.  Tes- 
sier, told  them  they  were  Frenchmen,  ana  sur- 
rendered, upon  which  the  Indians  ceased  firing, 
and  took  them.  They  then  mentioned  they  were 
sent  with  a  flas.  The  Indians  said  they  were 
liars^  and  took  them  ofi". 

Mr.  Tessier  was  set  at  liberty  at  the  river  Rai- 
ain,  and  remained  two  days  expeciine  the  doctor 
to  return ;  at  the  end  of  which  time,  Tessier  was 
sent  for  by  the  British,  and  taken  to  Maiden.  He 
understood  that  the  doctor  was  sent  ofi"  imme- 
diately to  Niagara;  the  doctor  was  wounded  in 
the  ankle.  lie  understood  the  British  charged 
the  doctor  and  Tessier  with  being  spies.  And 
further  he  saith  not.  M.  LABBADIB. 

Witness,  C.  Gratiot, 

Captain  ofEngineere,  and  Interpreter, 

Sworn  to,  before  me,  this  Uth  day  of  February, 
1813.    Camp,  foot  of  the  Miami  Itapids. 

C.  S.  TODD,  Dia.  Judge  Ad. 
R.  GRAHAM,  Aidrde-camp. 

His  Majesty^  Ship  San  Domingo, 
Chesapeake,  May  10, 1813. 
Sib  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  8th  instant,  respecting  a  man  named 
O'Neale,  taken  by  the  detachment  from  the 
squadron  under  the  orders  of  Rear  Admiral  Cock- 
burn.  This  man  has  been  released  upon  the  ap- 
plication of  the  magistrates  of  Havre  de  Grace, 
on  parole. 

I  was  not  informed  of  this  man  being  an  Irish- 
man, or  he  would  certainly  have  been  detained 
to  account  to  his  sovereign  and  country  for  being 
in  arms  against  the  British  colors.    I  have,  &^. 
JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN. 
Brigadier  General  Miller, 

Omm^g  the  U.  8.  farces,  f  c,  Baltimore,     j 


NicHOLABviLLE,  Ky.,  April  24, 1813. 

Sir  :  Yours  of  the  5th  instant,  requesting  me 
to  give  you  a  statement  respecting  the  late  disas- 
ter at  Frenchtown,  was  duly  received.  Rest  as* 
sured,  sir,  that  it  is  with  sensations  the  most  un- 
pleasant that  I  undertake  to  recount  the  in Aimoos 
and  barbarous  conduct  of  the  British  and  Indians 
after  the  battle  of  the  22d  January.  The  blood 
runs  cold  in  my  veins  when  I  think  of  it. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d,  shortly  after  Jtgiit, 
six  or  eight  Indians  came  to  the  bouse  of  Jean 
Baptiste  Jereaume,  where  I  was,  in  company 
witn  Major  Graves,  Captains  Hart  and  Hickman, 
Doctor  Todd,  and  fifteen  or  twenty  private  toIoo- 
teers,  belonging  to  different  corps.  They  did  not 
molest  any  person  or  thing  on  their  first  approach, 
but  kept  sauntering  about  until  there  were  a  largt 
number  collected,  (say  one  or  two  hundred.)  at 
which  time  they  commenced  plundering '  the 
houses  of  the  inh^bitants,  and  the  massacre  of 
the  wounded  prisoners.  I  was  one  among  the 
first  that  was  taken  prisoner,  and  was  taken  to  a 
hprse  about  twenty  paces  from  the  hoase,  af^er 
being  divested  of  a  part  of  my  clothing,  and  com- 
manded by  signs  there  to  remain  for  further  or* 
ders.  Shortly  after  being  there,  I  saw  them  knock 
down  Captain  Hickman  at  the  door,  togetkerwitk 
several  others  with  whom  I  was  not  acquainted. 
Supposing  a  general  massacre  had  commenoed,  I 
made  an  effort  to  get  to  a  house  about  one  hun- 
dred yards  distant,  which  contained  a  number 
of  wounded,  but,  on  reaching  the  house,  to  my 
ffreat  mortification,  found  it  surrounded  by  In- 
dians, which  precluded  the  possibility  of  my  giv- 
ing notice  to  the  unfortunate  victims  of  savage 
barbarity.  An  Indian  chief  of  the  Tawa  tribe, 
by  the  name  of  McCarty,  gave  me  possession  of 
his  horse  and  blanket,  telling  me,  by  siens,  to  lead 
the  horse  to  the  house  which  I  had  just  before 
left.  The  Indian  that  first  took  me,  by  this  time 
came  up  and  manifested  a  hostile  disposition  to- 
wards me,  by  raising  his  tomahawk  as  if  to  giv« 
the  fatal  blow,  which  was  prevented  by  my  very 
good  friend  McCarty.  On  my  reaching  the  hooae 
which  I  had  first  started  from,  I  saw  the  Indians 
take  off  several  prisoners,  which  I  afterwards  saw 
in  the  road  in  a  most  mangled  condition,  and  en- 
tirely stripped  of  their  clothing. 

Messrs.  Bradford,  Searls,  Turner,  and  Blythe. 
were  collected  around  a  carryall,  which  containea 
articles  taken  by  the  Indians  from  the  citizens. 
We  had  all  been  placed  there,  by  our  respecttre 
captors^  except  Blythe,  who  came  where  we  were, 
entreating  an  Indian  to  convey  him  to  Maiden. 
promising  to  give  him  forty  or  fifty  dollars,  and 
whilst  in  the  act  of  pleading  for  mercy,  an  Indiao, 
more  savage  than  the  other,  stepped  up  behind, 
tomahawked,  stripped,  and  scalped  him.  The 
next  that  attracted  my  attention,  was  the  houses 
on  fire  that  contained  several  wounded,  whom  I 
knew  were  not  able  to  get  out.  After  the  houses 
were  nearly  consumed,  we  received  marching  or- 
ders, and  after  arriving  at  Sandy  Creek,  the  In- 
dians called  a  halt,  and  commenced  cooking; 
after  preparing  and  eating  a  little  sweetened  grael 
Messrs.  Bradford,  Searls,  Turner,  and  mjselff  re 
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ceired  some,  and  were  eating^  when  an  Indian 
eame  up  and  proposed  ezchaDging  his  moccasins 
for  Mr.  Searis'  shoes,  which  he  readily  complied 
with.  They  then  exchanged  hats,  after  which 
the  Indian  inquired  how  many  men  Harrison  had 
with  him,  and,  at  the  same  time,  calling  Searis  a 
Washington  or  Madison,  then  raised  his  toma- 
hawk and  struck  him  on  the  shoulder,  which  cut 
into  the  cavity  of  the  body.  Searis  then  caught 
liold  of  the  tomahawk  and  appeared  to  resist,  and 
upon  my  telling  him  that  his  fate  was  inevitable, 
he  elosed  his  eyes  and  received  the  savage  blow 
which  terminated  his  existence.  I  was  near 
Qoough  to  him  to  receive  the  brains  and  blood, 
after  the  fatal  blow,  on  my  blanket.  A  short 
time  after  the  death  of  Searis,  I  saw  three  others 
share  a  similar  fate.  We  then  set  out  for  Browns- 
town,  which  place  we  reached  about  twelve  or 
one  o^clock  at  night.  After  being  exposed  to 
several  hours  incessant  rain  in  reaching  that 
place,  we  were  put  into  the  council  house,  the 
floor  of  which  was  partly  covered  with  water,  at 
which  place  we  remained  until  the  next  morn- 
ingj  when  we  again  received  marching  orders  for 
their  village  on  the  river  Rouge,  which  place  we 
made  that  day,  where  I  was  kept  six  days,  then 
taken  to  Detroit  and  sold.  For  a  more  detailed 
account  of  the  proceedin^p,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
referrinff  you  to  a  i>ublication  which  appeared  in 
Ihe  pubCc  prints,  signed  by  Ensign  J.  L.  Baker, 
and  to  the  publication  of  Judge  Woodward,  both 
of  which  I  have  particularly  examined,  and  find 
them  to  be  literally  correct,  so  far  as  eame  under 


my  notice. 


am,  sir,  with  due  regard,  your  fellow-citizen, 

gustaVus  m.  bower, 

Surgeon^s  McUe  5th  Beg.  Kentucky  Vol. 
Jesse  Bledsoe,  Esq.,  Lexington. 

Jbssaiiinb  County,  to  wit: 

This  day  Gustavus  M.  Bower  personally  came 
before  me.  John  Metcalf,  one  ol  the  Common- 
wealth's Justices  of  the  Peace,  in  and  for  said 
ebanty,  and  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  assertions 
before  stated  by  the  said  Bower.  Given  under 
my  hand  this  24th  day  of  April,  1813. 

JOHN  METCALF. 


Lexington,  May  2, 1813. 
Sir:  I  received  your  letter  sometime  since,  rela- 
tive to  the  disastrous  affair  of  Frenchtown,  of  22d 
and  23d  January  last.  For  the  particulars  of  the 
action,  and  the  terms  of  capitulation,  I  refer  you 
to  the  official  report  of  General  Winchester, 
which  is  correct  as  far  as  came  within  my  know- 
lectee.  After  the  capitulation,  I  was  introduced 
to  Uolonel  Proctor,  the  commander  of  the  British 
forces  and  Indians,  as  one  of  the  surviving  sur- 
geons, and  by  him  was  requested  to  attend  to  our 
wounded  who  were  left  on  the  ground  where  the 
action  was  fought.  I  willingly  acquiesced,  and 
Doctor  Bowers,  my  mate,  remained  with  me :  at 
the  same  time  I  informed  Colonel  Proctor  of  my 
apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  the  wounded  and 
the  surgeons ;  he  replied,  "  be  under  no  appre- 


hensions, you  will  be  perfectly  safe,  I  will  place 
you  under  the  special  care,  of  the  chiefs  until 
morning,  and  very  early  I  will  send  conveyances 
for  the  wounded  and  yourself  to  Amherstburg.'^ 
Shortly  after,  I  was  requested  to  ascertain  the 
number  and  rank  of  the  wounded,  and  in  so  do- 
ing' was  assisted  by  a  British  officer,  (whose  name 
I  did  not  know,)  to  whom  I  likewise  communi- 
cated my  apprehensions  of  safety  ;  he  manifested 
some  irritation  at  my  doubts  of  British  honor  and 
magnanimity,  and  assured  me  protection  would 
be  afforded  me.  While  engaged  in  this  business, 
one  of  the  rooms  occupied  by  the  wounded  was 
crowded  with  the  Indians  who  were  peaceable, 
but  one  of  them,  who  could  speak  English,  ad- 
monished the  British  officer  of  the  propriety  of 
stationing  interpreters  in  the  houses.  Upon  my 
return  from  this  business  to  the  room  I  occupied, 
and  which  was  set  apart  for  the  wounded  officers, 
I  met,  and  was  made  acquainted  with.  Captain 
Elliott,  at  present  a  British  officer,  who  had 
visited  Captain  Hart,  then  wounded.  Captain 
Hart  was  solicitous  to  be  removed  that  evening, 
and  Captain  Elliott  replied,  if  it  was  possible 
(and  every  exertion  should  be  made)  he  should, 
and  if  it  could  not  be  effected  that  evening,  early 
in  the  morning  he  would  call  for  him  in  his  own 
train  (sleigh)  and  convey  him  to  his  own  house 
in  Amherstburg,  where  he  should  remain  until 
recovered,  assuring  him  repeatedly  no  danger 
was  to  be  apprehended,  and,  if  possible,  he  would 
remain  with  him  that  night. 

In  the  afternoon  Captain  Elliott  and  every  Brit- 
ish officer  left  the  encampment,  leaving  behind 
three  interpreters.  From  the  repeated  assurances 
my  apprehensions  were  quieted;  for  who  could 
doubt  ?  A  bout  one  hour  before  daylight  (for  my 
duties  required  my  attention  nearly  all  the  night) 
the  interpreters  suddenly  disappeared.  About  an 
hour  after  daylight  the  Indians  bes^an  to  collect 
in  the  town,  and  commenced  plundering  the 
houses  in  which  the  wounded  were  placed,  and 
then  stripped  them  and  myself  of  our  clothing. 
At  this  time  the  room  I  had  occupied  was  so 
crowded  with  Indians,  and  Captain  Hart's  wound, 
already  painful,  being  injured  by  them,  I  convey- 
ed him  to  an  adjoining  house  which  had  been 
plundered  and  was  empty,  where  I  met  the  In- 
dian, (who,  on  the  preceding  day,  had  requested 
that  interpreters  should  be  left,)  and  he  knew  my 
rank.  He  inquired  why  the  surgeons  were  left, 
and  why  the  wounded  were  left?  I  replied,  it, 
was  the  wish  of  Colonel  Proctor  we  should  re- 
main until  he  could  send  for  us;  and  Captain 
Hart  informed  him  Captain  Elliott  was  a  friend 
of  his,  and  was  to  call  for  him  that  morning.  He 
shook  his  head  significantly,  and  replied  they 
were  damned  rascals,  or  we  would  nave  been 
taken  off  the  preceding  day.  The  Indian  inform- 
ed me  every  individual  would  be  killed,  and  re- 
quested me  to  be  quiet,  for  the  chiefs  were  then 
in  council,  and  **may  be"  only  the  wounded 
would  be  killed.  Captain  Hart  offered  him  $100 
to  take  him  to  Maiden.  He  replied,  you  are  too 
badly  wounded.  While  we  were  conversing,  one 
of  the  wounded  was  tomahawked  at  our  feet. 
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Shortly  after  the  Indian  returned  and  told  me  I 
-was  a  prisoner,  and  must  ffo.  I  was  taken  by  the 
Indian  to  the  house  I  had  left,  and  there  discover- 
ed that  Captain  Hickman  and  two  others  had,  in 
my  absence,  been  tomahawked,  scalped,  and  strip- 
ped. I  was  tied  and  taken  by  this  Indian  towards 
Maiden  about  four  miles,  when  I  came  to  the  en- 
campment of  the  British  wounded,  and  met  with 
Captain  Elliott  and  the  surgeon  of  the  41st  i%*gi- 
ment.  Captain  Elliott  immediately  recognised 
me,  and  inquired  the  cause  of  my  situation.  I 
informed  him  what  had  taken  place,  and  request- 
ed him  to  send  back  immediately;  that  some 
who  were  badly  wounded  might  still  be  alive,  and 
could  be  saved,  and  particularly  named  Captain 
Hart,  for  whom  he  manifested  much  friendship. 
Captain  Elliott  replied,  it  is  now  too  late;  you 
may  rest  assured  that,  those  who  are  once  tasen 

a  the  Indians  are  safe,  and  will  be  taken  to 
alden,  and  those  who  are  badly  wounded  are 
killed  'ere  this.  I  replied,  many  are  unable  to 
walk,  and  some  will  be  killed  after  making  an 
effort,  and  walking  several  miles,  who  might  be 
saved.  To  which  he  replied,  charity  begins  at 
home  J  my  own  wounded  are  to  be  conveyed  first, 
and  ifany  sleiffhs  remain  they  shall  be  sent  back 
for  your  wounded.  My  anxiety  to  get  some  per- 
son to  return,  in  hopes  of  saving  some  of  the 
prisoners,  induced  me  at  length  to  make  an  ap- 
peal to  their  avarice.  The  surgical  instruments 
of  the  detachment  were  left  in  the  room  I  occu- 
pied, and  I  informed  the  surgeon  of  their  value 
an4  importance  at  that  time;  he  immediately 
despatched  an  interpreter  for  them,  who  returned 
with  the  information  that  they  were  destroyed 
in  the  burning  of  the  house,  and  gave  additional 
confirmation  of  the  massacre  of  the  wounded.  I 
was  released  from  the  Indians  by  Captain  Elliott 
and  the  surgeon.  At  this  time  iny  brother,  who 
was  wounded,  and  several  others,  were  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Indians,  who  were  taking  them  to- 
wards Maiden.  I  requested  their  release,  and 
permission  for  them  to  accompany  me  on  foot 
under  British  protection.  Captain  Elliott  told 
me  it  was  impossible,  and  to  be  under  no  fears, 
they  were  safe ;  for  ne  knew  the  fidelity  of  the 
Indians  with  whom  they  were.  When  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  massacre  was  by  me  communicated 
to  Captain  Elliott  and  the  surgeon,  they  appeared 
much  exasperated,  and  declared  it  was  impossible 
to  restrain  the  savaees.  The  cause  he  then  as- 
signed to  me  was,  that  when  the  Indians  discov^ 
ered  their  loss  in  Killed  and  wounded,  and  that  of 
the  British,  tbey  started  off  towards  our  wound* 
ed,  declaring  they  would  have  satisfaction,  and, 
Le  continued,  I  was  fearful  of  the  event.  During 
the  plunder  and  the  massacre  our  wounded  con- 
ducted themselves  with  the  utmost  composure 
and  resignation,  and  made  no  resistance,  which 
they  knew  would  be  fruitless,  and  destruction 
toaU. 

It  was  asserted  by  Colonel  Proctor,  in  a  con- 
versation at  Amherstburg,  that  the  Indians  had 
got  some  whiskey  in  the  house  where  we  were 
stationed,  and  had  become  intoxicated.  That  the 
Indians  may  have  had  some  whiskey  1  shall  not 


deny ;  but  I  think  I  can  safely  say,  that  they  did 
not  procure  it  there,  and  that  was  not  the  caMe 
of  the  massacre ;  for,  on  the  preceding  days,  and 
subsequent  to  the  action  of  the  18th,  I  wanted 
some  spirits,  and  made  application  to  the  house- 
keeper, who  assured  me  there  was  none  aboac  the 
house,  for  it  was  all  consumed  by  the  British  and 
Indians,  who  had  quartered  in  the  house  prior  to 
the  action  of  the  16th ;  besides,  the  Indians  show- 
ed no  manifestation  of  drunkenness ;  their  delil^- 
erate  pilfering,  and  their  orderly  conduct  throng^ 
out,  was  not  such  as  would  be  expected  from 
drunken  Indians. 

Upon  my  arrival  at  Maiden,  I  was  again  soli- 
citea  to  take  charge  of  the  wounded ;  the  snigeiy 
was  opened  to  me,  and  I  had  the  use  of  the  med- 
icines and  dressings  necessary,  and  they  had  ac 
comfortable  rooms  as  could  be  proenred.  Daring 
our  stay  in  Maiden  some  eight  or  ten  of  iIm 
wounded  were  brought  in  by  the  Indians ;  aeT^il 
made  their  escape  who  were  doomed  to  massaera, 
and  found  protection  with  the  inhabitants  of  (Jm 
Territory,  who  brought  them  into  Maiden;  and 
several  made  their  escape,  wandered  in,  and  de- 
livered themselves  up  at  the  fort.  Prior  to  oor 
leaving  Maiden  one  poor  fellow  was  brooght  ia 
scalped  alive  by  the  Indians,  and  delivered  «p  to 
the  British ;  but  before  I  reached  him  death  pm 
an  end  to  his  sufferioffs.  I  frequently,  and  on 
every  occasion,  orged  the  British  oflicers  to  exert 
themselves  ana  procure  the  release  of  the  wound- 
ed from  the  Indians,  urging  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing their  wounds  dressed.  In  a  coaversation  oa 
this  subject  with  Captain  Elliott,  and  while  ofg*- 
ing  it,  he  replied,  the  Indians  are  excellent  sur- 
geons. The  prisoners  were  all  marched  off  to 
Sandwich,  after  remaining  a  few  days  at  Mai- 
den, and  I  was  called  upon  to  know  how  many 
from  their  wounds  were  unable  to  march,  who 


had  sleiffhs  furnished  them,  which  was  the 

during  the  march  to  Fort  George.  Before  I  con- 
clude, I  must  say,  that  the  terms  of  capittilation 
were  violated  in  every  particular  by  the  enemy. 
The  woanded  were  not  protected ;  private  prop- 
erty was  not  held  sacred ;  and  our  side  arms  wei« 
not  restored.  With  a  few  exceptions,  I  was  treated 
respectfully  by  the  British  officers,  save  the  abuse 
which  was  lavished  on  my  Government,  and  that 


was  by  no  means  sparingly  bestowed, 
nlly,  yours,  &c. 

JOHN  TODD,  M.  D^ 


I  am,  respectfully,  yonr%  d;c. 


Late  9urg.  5th  regH  Kentucky  voL  mdliHa, 
Hon.  Jesse  Bledsoe. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Ebntuokt, 

Fayette  County ,  se: 
This  day  Doctor  John  Todd  came  before  me. 
John  H.  Morton,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  saia 
counter,  and  made  oath,  that  the  facts  stated  in  the 
foregoing  letter  are  substantially  true,  to  the  best 
of  his  knowledge.         JOHN  H.  MORTON. 

Btatb  of  Ksntucct, 

Pendleton  County,  in  town  of  Faknouth: 

On  the  21st  day  of  April,  ISIS^  I,  John  D«w- 
son,  an  orderiy  sergeant  in  Uaptam  Qlave's  corn- 
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pftoy  of  the  first  regimetit  Kentucky  voluDteer 
militia,  beias  detailed  oflf,  and  attached  to  Cap* 
tain  Wriel  Seabrees'  company,  and  was  in  the 
battle  of  the  18th  of  January,  and  did  not  receive 
a  woond.  but  on  the  23d,  about  9  o'clock,  received 
a  abot  under  the  right  arm,  which  lodged  between 
the  ribs.  AAer  the  capitulation  of  our  troops, 
there  came  a  paymaster  of  the  British  army  in 
the  house  where  I  was,  to  take  the  number  of 
wounded  that  was  in  the  house.  I  asked,  what 
was  to  be  done  with  us?  he  replied.  "  don't  make 
yourself  iraeasy  about  that,  you  shall  be  protected 
this  night  by  a  strong  guard  which  shall  be  left 
with  you."  But,  to  my  sad  misfortune,  I  found 
there  were  but  three  interpreters  left,  and  in  the 
night  an  officer  took  two  of  them  away,  and  in 
the  morning  the  other  one  said  he  eould  not  talk 
Indian.  So  when  the  Indians  came  in  the  morn- 
ing they  broke  open  the  doors  of  the  houses,  be- 
gan to  tomahawK,  scalp,  and  plunder,  then  set  fire 
to  the  houses  which  contained  the  prisoners ;  with 
thn  I  got  op,  put  on  my  ereat  coat,  put  up  my 
knapsack,  and  went  out  ofidoors.  I  had  not  been 
out  more  than  one  minute  before  an  Indian  came 
up  to  me  and  took  the  coat  off  my  back ;  also 
another  Indian  told  me  to  put  my  knapsack  in 
his  sled.  At  this  time  Minor  Gmves  and  Captain 
Hart  were  out  in  the  yard.  I  heard  Captain  Hart 
make  a  bargain  with  an  Indian  to  take  him  to 
Maiden,  which  the  Indian  agreed  to  to  do,  for 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars.  I  saw  the  Indian 
nut  a  pair  of  socks  on  Hart,  and  put  him  on  a 
Aorse ;  this  was  the  last  I  saw  of  Hart.  I  then 
saw  a  man  riding,  whom  I  thousht  was  a  British 
officer.  I  made  up  to  him,  but  found  that  he  was 
an  Indian  who  was  aid-de-camp  to  General  Round- 
head; he  had  with  him,  when  I  came  up,  twelve 
men.  It  was  at  the  mouth  of  a  lane  where  I 
overtook  him,  where  there  were  two  Indians 
scalpine  two  men ;  he  hallooed  to  them  to  give 
way ;  they  did  so.  After  this  we  went  on ;  and 
on  Sandy  Creek,  about  three  miles  from  the  bat- 
de  ground,  I  saw  Major  Graves  in  an  Indian 
sleigh  ;  this  is  the  last  account  of  him  that  I  could 
ascertain.  We  went  on  that  ni^ht  to  Browns- 
town,  and  in  the  morning  of  the  2lth  a  man  gave 
ont  walking,  with  the  rheumatic  pains,  who  was 
by  the  name  of  Downey.  The  Indians  toma- 
hawked him,  and  then  stripped  him.  We  then 
marched  on  above  Detroit,  on  the  river  Rouge. 
I  staid  with  them  seven  days.  They  then  took 
me  into  Detroit,  (leaving  a  young  man  in  the 
camp  by  the  name  of  John  Davenport,)  and  sold 
me  to  Major  Muir,  who  commands  Fort  Detroit. 
I  then  was  sent  over  to  Sandwich ;  there  I  stayed 
nntil  the  8th  of  February;  they  marched  me  to 
Port  George,  and me  on  tne  19th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1813.  The  above  is  a  true  statement,  as  far 
as  I  saw,  though  I  saw  numbers  massacred  that  I 
did  not  know. 

During  my  confinement  with  the  Indians, 
whilst  at  their  camps,  they  showed  more  human- 
ity than  the  British. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  21st  day  of  April, 
1813. 

JOHN  DAWSON. 


PENnLBTON  County,  as: 

I,  William  Mountjoy,  one  of  the  Common- 
wealth's Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  in  and  for  said  countv,  do  certify,  that 
the  foregoing  certificate  of  John  Dawson  was 
written,  subscribed,  and  sworn  to  before  me. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  21st  day  of  April, 
1813. 

WILLIAM  MOUNTJOY. 

State  op  Kemtuckt, 

Pendletwi  County ^  in  town  of  Falmouth : 

On  the  21st  dav  of  April,  1813, 1,  Thomas  Pol- 
lard, a  private  of  Captain  Giave's  company^  of 
the  first  regiment  of  Kentucky  volunteer  militia, 
was  in  battles,  fought  with  the  British  and  Indian 
army  on  the  18th  and  22d  of  January  last,  at  the 
River  Raisin,  and  after  the  surrender  of  our  army 
as  prisoners  of  war  on  the  22d,  upon  the  assnran^ 
ces  of  the  British  oflicersj  promising  protection  to 
my  wounded  fellow^soldiers,  and  that  thev  would 
send  carryalls  for  them  the  next  day.  Although 
I  had  received  no  injury  in  either  of  the  actiona 
fought  on  the  18th  and  22d,  I  voluntarily  sUyed  to 
assist  and  oomfojrt  my  messmates,  John  Dawson, 
Albert  Ammerman,  and  Jesse  Green,  all  of  whom 
had  received  wounds  bv  balls. 

I  hnve  first  examined  the  statement  made  and 
sworn  to  by  John  Dawson,  hereto  annexed,  and 
witneeaed  ever^  circumstance  therein  stated  to  be 
truly  stated,  within  my  own  knowledge.  The  In- 
dian who  bar^ined  with  Captain  Hart  to  tak» 
him  to  Fort  Mahlen  for  one  hundred  dollars,  and 
took  charge  of  him,  put  him  on  a  horse  and  start* 
ed  on  his  way,  spoke  good  enough  the  Bngli^ 
tongue  for  us  to  understand  the  contract. 

THOMAS  POLLARD. 
Penoleton  County,  ee: 

I,  William  Mountjoy,  one  of  the  Common- 
wealth's Justices  of  tie  Peace  for  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  in  and  for  said  county,  do  certify,  that 
the  foregoing  certificate  of  Thomas  Pollard 
subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me. 

WM.  MOUNTJOY. 


State  of  Kbntookt, 

Pendleton  County ,  in  town  of  Falmouth  .* 
On  the  21st  day  of  April,  1813,  I,  Albert  Am* 
merman,  a  private  of  Captain  GUave's  company, 
of  the  first  regiment  of  Kentucky  volunteer  mili- 
tia, being  wounded  in  the  battle  of  the  18th  Jan- 
uarv  last,  at  the  River  Raisin,  by  a  ball  in  the 
flesn  of  the  thigh;  and  from  tne  window  of  the 
house  which  was  appropriated  for  an  hospital, 
was  a  witness  to  the  battle  of  the  22d  of  the  same 
month.  And  after  the  surrender,  I  beinff  but 
slightlv  wounded,  proposed  marching  with  the 
rest  or  the  prisoners,  and  was  prevented  by  the 
order  of  a  British  officer^  who  said  that  a  guard 
would  be  left  to  take  care  of  the  wounded,  and 
carryalls  would  be  sent  for  them  to  ride  into  Mai- 
den on  the  next  morning.  But  to  my  astonish- 
ment no  guard  was  left,  and,  about  sunrise  on  the 
morning  of  the  23d,  a  party  of  Indians  returned 
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to  the  hospital,  and  the  first  Indian  that  came  to 
the  room  I  was  lodged  in  could  speak  the  English 
language.  He  was  asked  by  one  of  the  wounded, 
what  was  to  be  done  with  the  wounded.  He  re- 
plied they  were  all  to  be  killed  that  could  not 
walk;  and  shortly  after  a  general  massacre  com- 
menced. I  instantly  put  on  my  knapsack  and 
went  out  of  the  house;  my  knapsack  was  de- 
manded by  an  Indian  at  the  door,  to  whom  I  gave 
it.  He  conducted  me  to  a  los  some  little  distance 
from  the  house,  on  which  I  sat  down,  where  I 
witnessed  the  butchery  of  many  of  niy  fellow- 
citizens,  sufferers  by  the  tomahawk  and  scalping 
knife,,  and,  to  finish  the  scene,  set  fire  to  the  houses 
occupied  by  the  wounded  prisoners;  many  of 
them,  struggling  in  the  arms  of  death,  put  their 
heads  out  of  the  windows  whilst  enveloped  in 
smoke  and  flames.  After  this  bloody  worK  was 
finished,  I  was  marched  off  in  the  airection  to* 
wards  Brownstown,  by  an  Indian,  and  when 
about  half  a  mile  from  Frenchtown  on  our  way, 
was  overtaken  by  two  Indians  who  had  Captain 
Hart  in  custody,  mounted  on  a  horse.  As  they 
approached  nearly  to  us,  I  noticed  they  were 
speaking  loud  and  animated  as  if  in  a  quarrel, 
but,  not  understanding  their  lapguage,  did  not 
understand  what  passed  between  them,  but  think 
it  was  probable  that  the  quarrel  was  occasioned 
respecting  one  hundred  dollars  which  I  under- 
stood Captain  Hart  had  given  to  one  of  the  In- 
dians aforesaid  to  convey  him  to  Fort  Maiden. 
The  quarrel  appeared  to  grow  very  warm,  so 
much  so,  that  tlie  Indians  took  aim  at  each  other 
with  their  guns ;  andj  as  if  to  settle  the  dispute, 
it  appeared  to  me  as  if  they  had  mutually  agreed 
to  lull  Captain  Hart^and  plunder  him  of  the  rest 
of  his  money  and  effects,  which  they  did,  by  tak- 
ing him  off  his  horse,  then  knocked  him  down 
with  a  war  club,  scalped  and  tomahawked  him, 
and  stripped  him  naked,  leaving  his  body  on  the 
ground,  I  was  gratified  in  observing  that,  dur- 
ing this  scene  of  trial.  Captain  Hart  refrained 
from  supplication  or  entreaty,  but  appeared,  per- 
fectly calm  and  collected.  He  met  his  fate  with 
that  firmness  which  was  his  particular  character- 
istic. No  other  prisoner  of  our  arm^r  of  the  United 
States  was  present  to  witness  this  melancholy 
scene — the  death  of  Captain  Hart.  Durine  my 
captivity  with  the  Indians,  five  davs  only,  f  was 
treated  with  more  hospitality  than  I  had  any  rea- 
son to  expect;  much  more  so  than  I  experienced 
from  the  British,  after  I  was  ransomed  at  Detroit, 
by.  Mr.  Benjamin  Chittenden,  who  will  ever  be 
entitled  to  my  utmost  gratitude ;  by  him  I  was 
humanely  treated,  and  also  by  some  of  the  French 
Canadians. 

his 
ALBERT  +  AMMERMAM. 
mark. 

Pendleton  County,  m  : 

I,  William  Mountjoy,  one  of  the  Common- 
wealth's Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  in  and  for  said  county,  do  certify,  that 
the  foregoing  certificate  of  Albert  Ammerman 
was  subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me. 


Given  under  my  hand,  this  21st  day  of  Aprils 
1813. 

WM.  MOUNTJOY. 


Lexington,  April  13, 1813. 

Sir:  You  request  of  me  a  statement  of  facts, 
within  my  own  knowledge,  concerning  the  mur- 
der of  our  men  after  the  battle  and  surrender  at 
Frenchtown. 

I  was  one  of  those  who  was  taken  by  the  In- 
dians on  the  retreat,  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
from  where  the  action  first  commenced.  Just 
before  we  were  taken,  with  the  assistance  of 
Lieutenant  Chinn,  belonging  to  the  militia,  I 
formed  between  fifteen  and  twenty  men.  I  then 
discovered  the  Indians  running  upon  us  on  each 
side  and  in  front,  about  sixty  in  number,  with 
their  arms  at  a  trail.  I  discovered  there  was  no 
chance  to  repel  them.  I  ordered  the  men  to 
ground  their  arms,  which  was  done;  the  In- 
dians then  came  up  and  secured  the  arms  of  our 
men,  and  shot  them,  including  the  Lieutenant 
before  mentioned.  I  was  the  only  one  saved,  t 
was  uken  and  delivered  up  to  Captain  Elliott,  a 
British  officer. 

As  to  the  murder  of  the  wounded,  I  know 
nothing  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  GARRETT. 

Hon.  Jesse  Bledsoe. 
Fayette  County,  sb: 

This  day,  Lieutenant  Ashton  Garrett,  of  th« 
17th  regiment  ITnited  States'  infantry,  came  be- 
fore me,  and  made  oath,  that  the  foregoing  state- 
ment is  just  and  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
and  belief. 

Given  under  mv  hand,  this  13th  day  of  April 
1813.  JOHN  H.  MORTON,  J.  P. 

State  op  Kentucky, 

Fayette  County,  as: 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  aforesaid^  Charles  Bradford, 
an  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  Lexington,  State  or 
Kentucky,  who,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy 
Evangelists,  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  was  la 
the  actions  at  the  river  Raisin,  on  the  18th  and 
22d  January  last;  that  he  was  wounded  in  the 
right  hip^  and  remained  at  Frenchtown  after  the 
capitulation ;  that,  on  the  22d,  before  the  prisoners 
f  who  were  able  to  walk)  were  marched  for  Mal- 
oen,  he  saw  Captain  William  Elliott,  with  whom 
he  had  been  formerly  acquainted,  and  of  whom 
he  inquired,  personally,  what  would  be  done  with 
the  wounded  prisoners?  whether  they  would  be 
taken  to  Maiden  that  evening  with  the  other 
prisoners,  or  not?  He  said  they  would  not  be 
taken  to  Maiden  that  evening,  but  a  strong  guard 
would  be  left  to  protect  them  against  any  outrage 
the  Indians  might  be  disposed  to  commit.  EUiott 
had  a  similar  conversation  with  Major  Grares* 
Captains  Hart  and  Hickman,  and  Doctors  Todd 
and  Bowers,  in  the  presence  of  this  deponents 
He,  Elliott,  further  stated  that  sleiffhs  would  be 
sent  to  convey  the  wounded  to  Maiden  the  next 
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morning.  This  deponent  farther  says,  that  the 
British  marched  away ;  no  f;uard  was  left  to  pro- 
tect the  wounded ;  and  that  Captain  Elliott,  when 
asked  the  reason^  observed  that  some  interpreters 
were  left  whose  influence  among  the  Indians  was 
greater,  and  that  they  were  better  able  to  protect 
us  than  a  guard.  About  two  or  three  o^clock  in 
the  morning  of  the  23d  January,  this  deponent 
discovered  tliat  the  interpreters  had  left  the  house 
in  which  he  was,  and  he  never  saw  them  after- 
wards ;  that  between  day-light  and  sun  rise,  on 
the  23d,  he  saw  a  large  numoer  of  Indians  come 
to  the  house  \  they  burst  open  the  door,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  commenced  plundering  the  prisoners, 
and  tomahawking  those  who  were  unable  to 
walk.  This  deponent  left  the  house  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  went  into  the  yard,  where  a  number 
of  his  fellow-prisoners  had  assembled.  He  was 
there  claimed  as  a  prisoner  by  an  Indian,  who 
gave  him  some  articles  to  hold  whilst  he  plun- 
dered more.  At  this  time  he  was  standing  with 
Doctor  Bowers,  and  James  E.  Blythe,  when  an 
Indian,  without  any  provocation,  tomahawked 
Blythe,  and  scalped  him.  Shortly  after,  they  (the 
Indians)  set  fire  to  the  houses  in  which  the  wound- 
ed had  been  quartered,  and  burnt  them  down, 
with  the  bodies  of  those  whom  thev  had  mur- 
dered. This  deponent  was  then  taken  by  the 
Indians,  in  company  with  Doctor  Bowers,  Charles 
Searls,  Julius  Turner,  and  several  ethers,  to  Sandy 
Creek ;  that  on  the  way  he  saw  a  number  of  the 
prisoners  who  had  been  tomahawked ;  that,  whilst 
at  Sandy  Creek,  they  murdered  Charles  Searls, 
Thomas  S.  Crow,  and  three  or  four  others.  That 
this  deponent  was  then  packed  with  forty  or  fifty 
pounds  weight,  and  taken  to  the  river'  Rouge, 
where  the  Indians  had  encamped ;  that,  whilst  he 
was  there,  he  inquired  of  an  Indian  whether  he 
would  take  him  to  Maiden,  as  he  wished  to  be 
given  to  Captain  Elliott.  The  Indian  said,  if 
Captain  Elliott  told  him  to  do  so  he  would,  as 
they  always  did  as  he  requested  them.  This  de- 
ponent was  six  days  with  the  Indians  before  they 
took  him  to  Detroit,  where  he  was  purchased  by 
Stephen  Mack  and  Oliver  W.  Miller,  for  eighty 
dollars.  That  the  British  officer  commanding  at 
Detroit  (Major  Mnir)  again  claimed  him  as  a 
British  prisoner,  notwithstanding  his  having  just 
been  ransomed  from  their  allies  Thy  his  own 
countrymen)  and  sent  him  to  Sandwich,  where 
he  remained  until  the  9th  or  10th  February,  when 
he  was  sent  to  Fort  George^  and  there  paroled. 
This  deponent  states,  that^  while  a  prisoner  at 
Bandwich,  he  was  several  times  treated  insulting- 
ly by  the  JBritish  officers,  and  by  one  John  Mc- 
Uregor ;  that  the  citizens,  generally,  treated  the 
prisoners  with  kindness  and  attention  as  far  as 
was  in  their  power. 

This  being  the  first  opportunity  the  deponent 
hu  had  of  expressing  his  gratitude  to  the  Ameri- 
can citizens  who  treated  the  prisoners  with  so 
much  friendship  and  humanity  at  Detroit,  cannot 
refrain  from  so  doing ;  and,  as  long  as  he  lives, 
the  names  of  Messrs.  Mack,  Miller,  Smart,  Wood- 
ward, Williams,  McDonald,  Hunt,  Mays,  d^., 
shall  never  be  forgotten.       C.  BRADFORD. 


Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  this  39th 
day  of  April,  1812. 

OLIVER  KIEN,  J,  P. 


Uniteo  States'  Ship  MAmsoN, 

SacketVs  Harbor,  June  4, 1813. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  you,  by  the 
hands  of  Lieutenant  Dudley,  the  British  standard 
taken  at  York  on  the  27th  of  April  last,  accompa- 
nied by  the  mace  over  which  was  hung  a  human 

9C€Up. 

These  articles  were  taken  from  the  Parliament 
House  bv  one  of  my  officers,  and  presented  to  roe. 
The  scalp  I  caused  to  be  presented  to  General 
Dearborn,  who  I  believe  still  has  it  in  his  posses* 
sion.  I  also  send,  by  the  same  gentleman,  one  of 
the  British  flags  taken  at  Fort  George  on  the  27th 
of  May. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 

Hon.  W.  Jones, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  filed  in  the  Navy 
Department,  July  22, 1813.  W.  JONES*. 


No.  9. 


Outrages  at  Hampton^  in  Virginia, 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Taylor  to  Admiral 
Warren,  dated 
HEAoauARTEES,  NORFOLK.  Junc  29, 1813. 
"  I  have  heard  with  grief  and  astoorisbment  of 
the  excesses,  both  to  property  and  persons,  com- 
mitted by  the  land  troops  who  took  possession  of 
Hampton.  The  respect  I  entertain  for  your  per- 
sonal character  leads  me  to  make  known  these 
excesses.  It  would  not  become  me  to  suggest 
what  course  of  inquiry  and  punishment  is  due  to 
the  honor  of  your  arms.  But  the  world  will  sup- 
pose those  acts  to  have  been  approved,  if  not  ex- 
cited, which  are  passed  over  with  impunity.  I 
do  not,  however,  deprecate  any  measures  you 
may  think  necessary  or  proper,  but  am  prepared 
for  any  species  of  warfare  which  you  may  be  dis- 

r>sed  to  prosecute.    It  is  for  the  sake  of  humanity 
enter  this  protest. 

"  We  are,  in  this  part  of  the  country,  merely  in 
the  noviciate  of  our  warfare.  The  character  it 
will  hereafter  assume,  whether  of  mildness  or 
ferocity,  will  materially  depend  on  the  first  opera- 
tions of  our  arms,  and  on  the  personal  character 
and  dispositions  of  the  respective  commanders. 

"  For  myself,  I  assure  you  most  solemnly,  that 
I  neither  have  authorized,  nor  will  sanction,  any 
outrage  on  humanity  or  the  laws  of  civil  warfare. 
On  the  contrary,  I  think  it  due,  no  less  to  my 
personal  honor  than  to  that  of  my  country,  to  re- 
press and  punish  every  excess.  I  hope  that  these 
sentiments  will  be  reciprocated.  It  will  depend 
on  you  whether  the  evils  inseparable  from  a  state 
of  war  shall,  in  our  operations,  be  tempered  by 
the  mildness  of  civilized  life,  or,  under  your  au- 
thority, be  aggravated  by  all  the  fiend-like  pas- 
sions which  can  be  instilled  into  them. 
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H.  B.  M.  Ship  San  Domingo, 
Hampton  Roads,  June  29, 1813. 
Sir  :  I  hare  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  this  day,  stating  that  you  had  communi- 
cated to  your  Gh)vernment  the  proposal  of  an  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  and,  also,  that  some  excesses 
had  been  committed  by  the  troops  in  the  late 
affair  at  Hampton.  I  hare  communicated  to  my 
friend,  Sir  Sidney  Beckwith,  the  commander  of 
His  Majesty's  forces  on  shore,  this  part  of  your 
letter,  and  he  will  have  the  honor  of  writing  to 
you  upon  the  points  to  which  it  alludes. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  it  is  my  wish  to 
alleviate  the  misfottunes  of  the  war  commenced 
against  my  country,  by  every  means  in  my  power; 
at  the  same  time,  I  am  prepared  to  meet  any  re- 
sult that  may  ensue  between  the  two  nations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
faithful  humble  servant, 

JOHN  BORLASE  WARREN, 

Admiral  of  the  Bluej  ^c. 
Brigadier  General  Tatlor, 

Commanding  U,  S,  forces  at  Hampton. 
A  true  copy. 

JAMES  MAURICE, 
'  Major,  Acting  A,  A.  Q, 


H.  M.  Ship  San  Dominqo, 

June  29, 1813. 
Sir:  Admiral  Sir  John  B.  Warren  having 
communicated  to  me  the  contents  of  your  letter, 
1  lose  no  time  in  assuring  you  that  your  wish 
cannot  exceed  mine  to  carry  on  war  with  every 
attention  to  the  unfortunate  individuals  in  whose 
immediate  vicinity  military  operations  may  take 
place.  In  this  spirit  I  shall  vie  with  you  to  the 
utmost.  At  the  same  time^  I  ought  to  state  to 
you  that  the  excesses  of  which  you  complain  at 
Hampton  were  occasioned  by  a  proceeding  of  so 
extraordinary  a  nature,  that,  if  I  had  not  been  an 
eye-witness,  I  could  not  have  credited  it.  At  the 
recent  attempt  on  Craney  island,  the  troops  in  a 
barge  sunk  by  the  fire  of  your  guns,  cluuff  to  the 
wreck  of  the  boat.  Several  Americans,  I  assure 
you  most  solemnly,  waded  off  from  the  island, 
and,  in  the  presence  of  all  engaged,  fired  upon 
and  shot  these  poor  fellows.  With  a  feelmg 
natural  to  such  a  proceeding,  the  men  of  that 
corps  landed  at  Hampton. 

That  occurrences  of  that  kind  may  never  occur 
again,  and  that  the  troops  of  each  nation  may  be 
guided  by  sentiments  or  honor  and  humanity,  is 
the  earnest  wish  of,  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 
SIDNEY  BECKWITH, 
Quarter  Master  General, 
To  Brigadier  General  Tatlor, 

Commanding  U.  8.  TVoops,  Norfolk. 
A  true  copy. 

JAMES  MAURICE, 
Major,  Acting  A.  A.  G. 

HEAnauARTERs,  NoRFObK,  July  1, 1813. 
Sir  :  It  affords  me  the  highest  satisfaction  to 
receive  your  assurance  that  you  wish  '*  to  carry 


on  war  with  every  attention  to  the  unfortimate 
individuals  in  whose  immediate  vicinity  military 
operations  may  take  place."  Such  sentiments 
can  alone  give  splendor  to  courage,  and  confer 
honor  on  military  skill.  Worthless  is  the  laurel 
steeped  in  female  tears,  and  joyless  the  conquests 
which  have  inflicted  needless  woe  on  the  peace* 
ful  and  unresisting.  The  frankness  with  which 
you  admit  the  excesses  at  Hampton  is  a  guaran- 
tee against  the  repetition. 

I  cannot  doubt,  sir,  your  conviction  that  the 
scene  described  by  you  at  Craney  island  wm 
really  acted  ;  but,  the  very  reason  it  appeared  to 
you  incredible  and  inhuman,  it  should  have  been 
unauthorized.  Your  own  perception  of  propri- 
ety shall  decide,  if  facts  should  not  have  been  as- 
certained,  and  redress  demanded,  before  retaliation 
was  resorted  to~a  retaliation,  too,  extravagaat 
in  its  measure,  applying  not  to  the  perpetrators 
of  the  alleged  offence,  or  their  comrades,  but  to 
the  innocent  and  helpless.  I  have  reason  to  thiidk 
that  you  are  mistaken  in  your  impressions  of  the^ 
conduct  of  our  troops  at  Craney  island.  That 
they  waded  into  the  water  on  the  sinking  of  your 
boat  is  true ;  but  I  learn  that  it  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  their  conquest,  and  assisting  the 
perishing.  One  person  (  perhaps  more)  was  shot, 
but  it  was  only  lor  a  continued  effort  to  escape, 
after  reputed  offers  of  safety  on  surrender:  such, 
at  least,  is  the  representation  made  to  me.  l4 
however,  your  yielding  troops  have  been  butch? 
ered,  it  is  due  to  the  honor  of  our  arms  to  disclaim 
and  punish  the  enormity.  The  fame  of  my  coun- 
try shall  never  be  tarnished  by  such  conduct  in 
the  troops  under  my  command.  I  have  to-day 
ordered  an  inquiry  into  the  facts,  by  a  board  of 
field  officers.  Proper  measures  shall  be  taken  to 
punish  whatsoever  of  impropriety  may  have  been 
committed.  I  flatter  myself  you  will  perceive  in 
these  measures  a  disposition  to  afford  no  cause  oi 
reproach  in  any  future  conflict.  When  we  meet, 
let  us  combat  as  soldiers,  jealous  of  the  honor  of 
our  respective  countries,  anxious  to  surpass  each 
other  as  well  in  magnanimity  as  in  courage. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurance  of  oiy  consideration 
and  respect.  ROBT.  B.  TATLOK, 

Brig,  Gen.  Comm^g. 

Sir  SiONET  Beckwith, 

Q,uartermasteT  General,  fc. 

A  copy.      JOHN  MYERS,  Aidrde-Omp. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  General  Taylor  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Norfolk,  Jufy  2, 1813. 

I  enclose,  as  was  promised  yesterday,  copies  of 
the  letters  written  to  Admiral  Warren  and  Gen- 
eral Beckwith.  My  aid,  who  carried  them  down, 
yesterday,  brought  back  a  letter  from  Admiral 
Warren,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  and  hns 
made  a  statement  of  what  occurred  in  his  confer- 
ence  with  the  General. 

The  letter  of  the  Admiral,  though  polite,  is  cer^ 
tainly  not  responsive  to  anything  which  has  oc- 
curred, and  the  conversation  with  the  Genen^l, 
though  equally  civil,  is  obviously  designed  to 
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pnremt  any  further  discussion  of  the  subject. 
Ffom  the  report  of  prisoners  and  deserters,  there 
18  too  much  reason  to  beliere  that,  before  the  at- 
tack on  Craney  island,  the  cupidity  of  the  troops 
had  been  excited  by  a  promise  of  the  pillage  of 
Norfolk.  To  inflame  their  resentment,  after  their 
failure,  and  to  keep  alive  the  hope  of  plunder 
at  Norfolk,  there  is  much  reason  to  fear  that  our 
troops  have  unmeritedly  been  charged  with  mis- 
conduct at  Craney  island,  and  that  made  a  pre- 
text for  their  excesses  and  their  conduct  at  Hamp- 
ton. I  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  justiflcation  of 
the  honor  and  magnanimity  of  our  men,  by  the 
reports  of  the  board  of  officers.  I  do  not  mean 
tfaiat  the  subject  shall  drop,  but  when  I  communi- 
cate the  report,  I  shall  leave  the  British  comman- 
der the  alternative,  either  of  adopting  similar 
measares  in  his  own  army,  or  remaining  ander 
the  inpotation  of  having  excited  their  troops  to 
commit  these  excesses.  Our  troops  are  highly 
HiAamad. 


Notes  for  Csptain  Myers  in  his  interview  with  Admi- 
ral Wtrren. 

A  defenceless  and  unresisting  town  has  been 
f^iven  up  to  indiscriminate  pillage,  though  civil- 
Ked  war  tolerates  this  only  as  to  fortified  places, 
carried  by  assault,  and  after  summons. 

Individuals  have  been  stripped  naked;  a  sick 
man  stabbed  twice  in  the  hospital ;  a  sick  nun 
shot,  at  Pembroke,  in  his  bed,  and  in  the  arms  of 
his  wife,  long  after  the  defeat  of  the  troops ;  his 
wife  also  shot  at,  and  wounded — a  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kirby. 

Females  have  been  not  only  assaulted,  and  per- 
sonally abused  and  struck,  but  even  violated. 

If  occasion  offers,  notice  may  be  immediately 
made  of  the  information,  given  by  prisoners  and 
deserters,  of  the  promise  to  plunder  Norfolk. 

As  to  the  imputation  of  our  troops  at  Craney 
island,  if  Admiral  Warren  should  mention  it,  de- 
ny the  fact,  and  state  the  actual  conduct  of  our 
troops,  in  ^oing  into  the  water  to  assist  their  men. 
and  then  giving  them  refreshments  as  soon  as  they 
entered  the  fort.  Refer  to  the  conduct  of  all  our 
prisoners,  particularly  thoee  taken  from  the  boats 
of  the  Victorious. 

JOHN  MYERS. 
Captain  and  AidHU-damp. 

HEAoauARTERS,  NoRFOLK,  July  2, 1813. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  proceeded, 
yesterday,  with  a  flag  of  truce,  to  Admiral  War- 
ren, in  Hampton  Roads,  to  whom  I  banded  both 
the  despatch  for  himself  and  that  for  Sir  Sidney 
Beckwith.  The  Admiral  received  me  With  civ- 
ility, and  with  many  acknowledgments  for  the 
terms  of  your  letter.  Sir  Sidney  was  on  shore 
at  Old  Point  Comfort.  Feeling  some  difficulty 
about  the  propriety  of  delaying  on  board  for  his 
arrival,  I  was  about  to  depart,  but  Admiral  War- 
ren expressed  a  wish  that  I  would  remain,  saying 
that  he  would  desire,  no  doubt,  to  give  a  reply. 

Sir  Sidney  did  not  arrive  till  8  o'clock.    He 


expressed  great  respect  for  the  motives  that  had 
actuated  you,  sir,  in  the  measures  which  you 
were  pursuing.  They  were  more  than  he  de- 
sired. It  was  sufficient,  he  said,  if  your  own  mind 
was  satisfied.  He  expressed  regret  at  the  trouble 
you  bad  taken, and  much  deference  for  your  char- 
acter, with  a  resolution  to  vie  with  you  in  efforts 
to  confine  future  operations  wjthin  the  bounds  of 
humanity,  and  the  usages  of  war.  He  said,  in 
allusion  to  the  pretended  conduct  of  our  men  at 
Craney  island,  that  it  proceeded  no  doubt  from  a 
few  of  the  more  disorderly.  I  denied  the  charge 
altogether,  as  I  bad  done  in  my  previous  inter- 
view, when  it  was  made  the  justification  of  their 
outrages  at  Hampton,  on  the  ground  of  retalia- 
tion. 

I  found  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  give  to 
your  despatch  a  written  reply.  By  the  light  man- 
ner in  which  he  glanced  at  the  subject  of  your 
investigation,  I  could  perceive  that  it  was  pressed 
further  than  was  desirable  to  him.  It  was  my 
wish,  however,  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  the 
probability  of  a  like  course  of  inquiry  on  bis  part 
and  I  enumerated  the  catalogue  or  abuses  ana 
violence  at  Hampton.  1  mentioned  the  pillage 
of  the  town,  and  the  wanton  destruction  of  med- 
icine; that  individoab  had  been  stripped  naked  ; 
a  sick  man  stabbed  twice,  who  was  in  the  hospi- 
tal ;  a  sick  man  shot  in  his  bed,  at  Pembroke,  and 
in  the  arms  of  his  wife,  who  was  also  shot  at,  and 
wounded,  longafter  the  defeat  of  the  troops — a 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alirby ;  and  finally,  the  assault  on 
females,  their  being  struck^and  personally  abused, 
and  even  violated. 

At  the  mention  of  the  murder  of  Kirby,  and 
the  wound  given  to  his  wife.  Sir  Sidney  distinctly 
admitted  it ;  the  others  he  appeared  not  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  particulars  of,  and  expessed 
some  concern  at  it.  He  said  that  he  hao,  how<^ 
ever,  on  coming  to  a  knowledge  of  their  conduct, 
immediately  ordered  the  embarkation  of  the  troops 
that  were  concerned,  with  a  determination  that 
they  should  not  again  land ;  and  that,  while  he 
was  unable  to  control  a  past  event,  the  responsi- 
bility of  a  recurrence  should  rest  on  himself  i  that 
the  uoopt  under  his  command  were  strangers  to 
him,  on  his  arrival  here,  and  appealiiiff  to  my 
knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  war  in  Spain,  in 
which  tl^se  men  (meaning  the  French  corps)  he 
said  had  been  trained,  told  me  they  could  not  be 
restrained. 

Thus  far  he  thought  he  could  not  give  a  more 
convincing  proof  of  the  sinceritv  of  his  profes- 
sions, than  in  the  withdrawal  of  theae  troops,  and 
that  be  had,  moreover,  just  been  employed  in  find- 
ing a  new  watering  place  on  Back  river,  in  order 
to  remove  from  Hampton,  and  to  quiet  the  minds 
of  the  inhabitants. 

He  assured  me  that  in  making  such  a  pledge, 
as  he  was  doinff,  it  should  not  be  lightly  regarded. 
That  he  would  either  send  away  these  troops,  or 
wait  the  arrival  of  others,  for  new  operations. 
He  concluded  by  expressing  a  hope  that  you,  sir, 
would  in  future  use  no  reserve  in  communicating 
any  subject  of  impropriety ;  and,  on  hb  part,  that 
he  should  certainly  do  so,  with  due  regard  to  the 
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liberaiitf  of  your  cooduct.    He  hoped  the  subject 
was  at  rest.    I  took  my  leave. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MYERS, 
Captain  and  Aid-de-Camp. 
Bri^.  Gen.  Robert  B.  Taylor,  Norfolk, 


Extracts  of  a  letter  from  General  Taylor  to  Sir  Sidney 
Beekwithy  Quartermaster  General,  commanding  the 
land  forces  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  at  Hampton 
Roads,  dated 

HEAoauARTERs,  July  5, 1813. 

^  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the 
proceedings  of  the  board  of  officers  convened  to 
inquire  into  the  transactions  at  Craney  island. 
They  doubtless  will  convince  you  that,  in  that 
affair,  the  American  troops  merited  no  censure ; 
that  their  conduct  was  distinguished  by  humanitv 
and  magnanimity ;  and  that  the  distance  to  which 
you  were  removed  from  the  scene,  by  rendering 
It  impossible  that  you  could  be  informed  of  the 
motives  of  their  conduct,  unhappily  led  you  to 
draw  conclusions  equally  mistaken  and  unmerited. 

"  You  have  done  me  the  justice  to  declare  that 
the  measures  pursued  by  me  evince  a  disposition 
to  permit,  in  my  troops,  no  abuses  on  humanity, 
or  the  laws  of  authorized  war.  As  I  cannot  doubt 
the  existence  of  ^similar  sentiments  with  you,  I 
have  a  right  to  expect,  on  your  part,  measures 
equally  decisive  and  unambiguous.  If  I  have 
deemed  it  needful  to  forbid  openly,  to  my  whole 
army,  all  acts  of  impropriety,  and  to  direct  a  pub- 
lie  investigation  of  charges  believed  to  be  unmer- 
ited, but  having  the  sanction  of  your  imputation, 
I  put  it  to  your  candor  to  determine,  if  excesses 
in  your  troops,  admitted  by  yourself,  and  some 
of  them  of  the  most  atrocious  character,  should 
pass  unnoticed.  My  conduct,  and  your  declara- 
tions, ^ive  me  a  claim  to  ask  that  these  excesses 
be  punished.  Your  army  will  then  learn  the  ab- 
horrence you  feel  for  such  acts,  and  be  restrained, 
by  the  fear  of  your  indignation,  from  similar  out- 
rages. But  if  these  admitted  excesses  are  passed 
by,  the  impunity  of  the  past  will  be  construed,  by 
your  troops,  into  an  encouragement  of  future 
outraffci,  and  your  own  humane  intentions  be 
completely  defeated.  Neither  can  you  be  un- 
mindful of  the  propriety  of  taking,  from  my  army 
the  pretexts  for  impropriety,  by  a  knowledge  of 
effectual  restraints  on  yours. 

"  I  am  fully  impressed  with  the  liberality  of 
your  conduct  m  promising  to  remove  the  troops 
who  committed  the  outrages  of  Hampton  from 
the  opportunity  of  repeating  these  enormities. 
But.  besides  that  my  confidence  in  the  gallantry 
of  the  American  troops  forbids  me  to  desire  any 
diminution  of  your  force,  and  such  a  measure 
being  liable  to  misconception,  by  our  own  troops, 
might  not  attain  your  object.  The  rank  and  file 
of  an  army  seldom  reason  very  profoundly,  and 
however  erroneously,  might  ascribe  their  with- 
drawal to  the  desertions  which  have,  on  every 
opportunity,  taken  place  in  that  corps,  and  in 
their  unwillingness,  if  any  should  have  been  dis- 


played, to  fire  on  the  American  troops.  If  this 
should  unfortunately  be  the  case,  your  force  will 
be  diminished,  without  securing  the  great  ends 
of  discipline  and  humanity  for  which  you  had, 
with  so  much  liberality,  made  the  sacrifice.  I 
am  the  more  pressing  on  this  subject,  because  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that,  even  since  your  as* 
surance,  though  unquestionably  against  your 
wishes,  very  improper  acts  have  been  committed 
by  the  troops  on  James  river.  The  domestic 
property  of  peaceable  private  citizens,  respected 
by  all  civilized  nations,  has  been  pillaged,  and 
what  furnished  no  allurements  to  cupidity  haa 
been  wantonly  defaced  and  destroyed. 

'*  If  such  acts  are  either  directed,  or  aanctioned, 
it  is  important  to  us,  and  to  the  world,  to  know 
what  species  of  warfare  the  arms  of  Glreat  Brit« 
ain  mean  to  wage.  If  authorized,  it  will  be  of 
little  practical  avail  to  know,  that  the  director  of 
these  arms  entertains  the  most  liberal  persunaP 
dispositions,  while  these  dispositions  remain  dor- 
mant and  inoperative. 

**  If  I  am  troublesome  on  this  subject,  charge 
it  to  my  anxious  desire  that  nothing  may  occur 
to  embitter  our  own  feelings,  and  those  of  onr 
respective  nations.  In  the  progress  of  the  war, 
charges  of  inhumanity  have  unhappily  been  fre- 
quent and  reciprocal.  I  am  not  indifferent  to  the 
infamy  which  such  a  charge  fixes  on  the  officer, 
who  either  encourages  or  permiu  it.  I  derive  the 
highest  satisfaction  from  the  assurances  you  have 
given  of  similar  sentiments.  We  have,  sir,  be- 
come enemies,  by  the  sacred  obligations  we  owe 
our  respective  countries.  But,  on  the  great  and 
expanded  subject  of  human  happiness,  we  should 
be  friends  by  the  sympathy  of  our  feelings.  Let 
us  then  cordially  unite,  and  exercising  e&ctualiy 
the  powers  with  which  our  Gtovernmenta  have 
invested  us,  give  to  our  warfare  a  character  of 
magnanimity,  conferring  equal  honor  on  our- 
selves, and  on  our  countries.'' 


El  tract  from  General  Orders. 

Norfolk,  July  la<,  1813. 
AeeietatU  AdjtOant  GeneraPs  Office. 

The  Gfeneral  commanding  has  deemed  it  proper 
to  remonstrate  against  the  excesses  committed  by 
the  British  troops  who  took  possession  of  Hamp- 
ton. It  has  been  attempted  to  justify,  or  palliate, 
these  excesses,  on  the  ground  of  inhumanity  in 
some  of  the  troops  at  Craney  island,  who  art 
charged  with  having  waded  into  the  river,  and 
shot  at  the  4inresisting  and  yielding  foe,  who 
clung  to  the  wreck  of  a  boat  which  had  been 
sunk  by  the  fire  of  our  guns. 

Humanity  and  mercy  are  inseparable  from  trot 
courage,  and  the  General  knows  too  well  the 
character  of  the  troops  under  his  command  to 
doubt  their  magnanimity  towards  an  unresisting 
foe.  It  is  equally  due  to  the  honor  of  the  troops 
eojiraged,  and  to  the  hitherto  unquestioned  fame 
of  the  American  arms,  for  honor  and  clemency, 
that  the  imputation  should  be  investigated.  It 
the  charge  be  well  founded,  the  army  must  be 
purified  by  punishment  for  this  abomination.   If, 
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as  the  commander  hopes  and  believes,. the  conduct 
of  our  troops  has  been  misconceived,  the  world 
should  have  an  authentic  record  to  repel  the  im- 
putation. 

'  He,  therlefore,  directs  that  a  board  of  oflficers, 
to  consist  of  Colonel  Ffeeman,  President,  Lieu- 
tenant Colonels  Boykin,  Mason,  and  Read,  do 
convene  the  day  after  to-morrow,  at  a  place  to 
be  appointed  by  the  President,  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  these  charges,  and  report  accord- 
ingly. JAMES  MAURICE, 

Major,  Act,  Ast,  Ad,  Oen, 

The  evidence  having  been  gone  through,  the 
3p(Md^^fier  deliberate  and  nuktute  cpasid^era- 
tion,  do  pfonounee  the  following  opinion : 
That  it  appears,  frqtm  the  testimony  adduced, 
^J^t,  Qn  the  22d  of  last  raopth,  in  the  action  at 
Ci^ajMy'  isUpd,  two  of  the  enemy's  bpatS;  in  front 
of  their  line,  were  sunk  by  the  fire  of  our  batte- 
ries; the  soldiers  and  saiLor&  who  were  in  those 
boats  were  consequently  afloat,  and  in  danger  of 
drawninjg ;  and  beincr  in  front  of  the  boats  which 
were  uninjured,  to  disable  tiieae,  our  guns  were 
^necessarily  Area  in  a  direction  of  the  men  in  the 
water,  but  with  no  intention  whatever  to  do  them 
fnnber  hainii  but,  on  the  contrary,  orders  were 
given  to  prevent  this  by  ceasing  to  fire  grape,  and 
only  to  fire  round  shot.  It  also  is  substantiated, 
(bat  oae  of  the  enemy,  who  had  apparently  sur- 
rendered, advanced  towards  the  shore,  about  one 
.kuDdrckl  yards,  when  he  suddenly  turned  to  his 
light,  una  endeavored  to  make  his  escape  to  a 
body  of  the  enemy  who  had  landed  above  the 
island}  and  who  were  then  in  view;  then, and  not 
<Ui  then,  was  he  fired  upon,  to  bring  him  back, 
which  bad  the  desired  efiect,  and  he  was  taken 
nnhart  to  the  island. 

)t  further  appears^  that  the  troops  on  the  island 
exerted  themselves  in  acts  of  hospitality  and  kind- 
neta  to  the  unresisting  and  yielding  foe. 

^'  Therefore,  the  Board  do,  with  great  satisfac- 
tion, declare,  as  their  unbiassed  opinion,  that  the 
chaise  alleged  against  the  troops  is  unsupporte({, 
and  that  the  character  of  the  American  sddiery, 
for  humaxuiyandnaagnanimity)  has  i|ot  been  com- 
iniUed,  bfit,  on  the  contrary,  confirmed*" 
CONSTANT  FREEMAN, 

Colonel  ArtUt^frUf  President^, 
ARMISTEAD  T.  MASON, 
Ijimt^  CoUmcL  comnwnding  5th  JReg,  Jnf. 

FRANCIS  M.  BOYKIN, 
I4wit.  ColoneL  commqnding  2d  Reg.  Inf. 

THOMAS  READ/JqN., 
I4eut,  CoUmeL  commanding  ArtUlery. 
IQHN  BARBER,  fiecorder. 
A  trae.imd  correct  copy. 

JAMES  MAURICE, 
Major^  Act  A$t.  Ad.  Gen. 

Graiy  of  a  note  from  8b  Sidney  Beckwith  to  General 
Taylor,  dated,  His  Majesty's  ship  San  Domingo,  Joly 

€luartermaster  Qeneral  Bir  Sidney  Beokwith 

begs  leave  to  return  hit  beit  i^cknowledgments  to  i 

13th  Con.  2d  Sess.— 74 


General  Taylor  for  his  polite  communication,  and 
to  repeat  his  earnest  wish  that  military  operations 
should  be  carried  on  with  all  the  liberality  and 
humanity  which  becomes  the  respective  nation^. 
Any  infringement  of  the  established  usages  of 
war  will  instantly  be  noticed  and  punished. 


E^xtract  of  a  letter  «from  Brigadier  General  Taylor  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

NOEFOLK.  July  7,  1813. 
'>  The  Board  of  officers  convened  to  examine 
the  charge  brought  against  our  troops  in  the  af* 
fair  at  Ci;aney  island  have  made  such  a  report  as 
an  American  could  desire.  I  enclosed  a  copy 
yesterday  to  the  British  commander,  with  a  let- 
ter, of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed.  The  bearer  of 
mv  despatch  was  met  by  a  flag,  the  officer  of 
which  received  the  despatch,  and  a  few  hours 
after  returned  with  an  answer,  of  which  a  copy 
is  also  enclosed.  I  fear,  from  the  generality  of 
its  terms,  that  little  amelioration  of  the  system, 
hitherto  practised, is  be  to  expected;  but  some- 
thing is  gained  by  placing  the  enemy  so  decidedly 
in  the  wrong,  that  the  world  cannot  doubt  to 
whom  is  to  be  ascribed  any  excesses  which  here- 
after may  be  committed  on  either  side." 


Extract  of   an    official   letter,   addre^efid    by   Major 
Cmtdifield  to  Governor  Barbour,  dated 

YoHK  County,  Half-way  HotTBE,  ,^' 
June  20,  1813, 
"  To  give  you,  sir,  an  idea  of  the  savage'^l^ke 
disposition  of  the  enemy,  on  their  getting  pos- 
session of  the  neighborhood,  would  be  but  a  vain 
attempt.  Although  Sir  Sidney  BeckwitL  assur- 
ed me  that  no  uneasiness  might  be  felt  in  relation 
to  the  unfortunate  Americans,  tlie  fact  is^  tliat^ 
on  yesterday,  there  were  several  dead  bodie^s  ty* 
ing  unburied,  and  the  wounded  not  eveo  assisted 
into  town,  although  observed  to  be  crawling 
towards  a  cold  and  inhospitable  protectioa^  The 
unfortunate  feipares  of  Hampton,  who  could  aot 
leave  town,  were  suffered  to  be  abused  in  the 
most  shameful  manner,  not  only  by  die  venal 
savage  foe, but  by  the  unfortunate  and  iDfatuated 
blacks,  who  were  encouraged  by  ihtra  in  their 
excesses.  They  pillaged,  and  encptiraged  eyery 
act  of  murder  and  rapine — killing  a  poor  jta^^ 
by  the  name  of  Kirby.  who  bad  been  lyin^  b^ 
his  bed  at  the  point  ot  death  for  more  that  six 
weeks;  shooting  his  wife  in  the  hipatihe  ^ame 
time,  and  killing  his  faithful  do?  while  lying  un- 
der bis  feet.  The  murdered  i^irby  was  lyjingi 
last  night,  weltering  in  his  bed.'^  *; 


Bztract  of  a  letter  from  Qaptaia  Cooper  of  the  Cxfeky^ 
to  Charles  K.  Malory,  jQaq^  Lieutenant  Gqyfiroor 
of  Virginia. 

*^  I  was  yeaterday  in  Hampton  ^nrith  my  troop ; 
iluit  place  having  been  evacuated  in  the  morn- 
ing by  the  British.  My  blood  ran  cold  at  what 
I  saw  and  heard.  The  few  distressed  inhabitants 
running  up  in  every  direction  tocongratulfiteus; 
tears  were  shedding  in  every  corner.    The  in- 
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famous  scoundrels,  monsters,  destroyed  every- 
thiD^  but  the  houses,  and  (my  pen  is  almost  un- 
wiliing  to  describe  iO  the  women  were  ravished 
by  the  abandoned  ruffians  !  Great  God !  my  dear 
friend,  can  you  figure  to  yourself  our  Hampton 
females  seized  and  treated  with  violence  by  those 
monsters,  and  not  a  solitary  American  arm  pres- 
ent to  avenge  their  wrongs?  But  enough;  lean 
no  more  of  this. 

"  They  have  received  a  reinforcement  of  two 
thousand,  in  all  six  thousand  men ;  and  Norfolk 
or  Richmond  is  their  immediate  aim.  Protect 
yourselves  from  such  scenes  as  we  have  witness- 
ed. They  retired  in  great  eonfu^iion,  leaving  be- 
bind  three  thousand  weight  of  beef,  muslcets, 
ammunition!  canteens,  ^.,  and  some  of  their 
men,  which  we  took.  It  is  supposed  that  they 
apprehended  an  immediate  attack  from  six  thou- 
sand of  our  men,  which  caused  them  to  retreat 
ao  precipitately.  My  friend,  rest  assured  of  one 
thing,  they  cannot  conquer  Americans;  they 
cannot  stand  them  :  if  we  bad  had  one  thousand 
two  hundred  men.  we  should  have  killed  or  taken 
the  greater  part  of  them. 


From  the  same  to  the  same,  dated 

Armistead^s  Mill,  near  Hampton. 
Jufy  10, 1813. 
"  Dear  Friend  :  Your  favor  of  the  7th  has  just 
been  received  through  the  politeness  of  Major 
Crutchfield.  who  had  it  forwarded  to  meat  this 
place.  I  am  surprised  to  bear  that  you  have 
among  you  a  man  who  would  endeavor  to  apolo- 

fize  for  the  unprecedented  villany  and  brutal  con- 
uct  of  the  enemy  in  Hampton.  Be  assured  of 
one  fact,  that  that  which  I  informed  you  of  in  my 
last  was  etriclly  true. 

^*  You  request  me  to  make  knowo  to  you  a  few 
of  the  distressing  particulars,  in  a  way  which  will 
force  conviction  unon  the  minds  of  the  incredu- 
lous. I  will  attend  to  it,  mv  friend,  that  you  may 
be  enabled  to  confound  such  with  positive  proofs. 
At  preseiU  you  must  content  yourself  with  the 
following,  and  believe  it  as  religiously  as  any  fact 
beyond  denial. 

"  Mrs.  Turnbuli  was  pursued  up  to  her  waist 
in  the  water,  and  dragged  on  shore  bjr  ten  or 
twelve  of  these  ruffians,  who  satiated  their  brutal 
desires  upon  her,  after  pulling  off  her  clothes, 
stockings,  shoes,  dbc.  This  was  seen  by  your 
nephew  Keith,  and  many  others.  Another  case — 
a  married  woman,  her  name  unknown  to  me, 
with  her  infant  child  in  her  arms,  (the  child  for- 
cibly dragged  from  her)  shared  the  same  fate. 
Two  young  women,  well  known  to  many,  whose 
names  will  not  be  revealed  at  this  time,  suffered 
in  like  manner.    *  Doctor  Colton,  Parson  Holson, 

*  The  former  of  these  gentlemen  acted  as  surgeon 
to  the  detachment  lately  stationed  at  Hampton,  and  is 
a  yoong  gentleman  of  the  first  respectability.  The 
latter  is  president  of  the  academy  at  that  placet  and 
stands  deservedly  high  in  pablic  estimation.  M n.  Hop- 
kins, also,  is  a  lady  of  very  high  respectability,  and  of 
the  most  unquestionable  veracity. 


and  Mrs.  Hopkins,  have  informed  ^e  of  these 
particulars.  Anotner,  in  the  presence  of  old  Mr. 
Hope,  had  her  gown,  &c.  cut  off  with  a  sword, 
and  violence  offered  in  his  presense^  which  be 
endeavored  to  prevent,  but  had  to  quit  the  room, 
leaving  the  unfortunate  victim  in  their  posaession,' 
who,  no  doubt,  was  abused  in  the  same  way. 
Old  Mr.  Hope*  himself  was  stripped  oaked, 
pricked  with  a  bayonet  in  the  arm,  and  slapped 
in  the  face;  and  were  1  to  mention  a  hunored 
cases  in  addition  to  the  above,  I  do  not  know  that 
I  should  exaggerate.'^ 


Extract  from  a  report  made  to  Major  Cmtefafield  by 
Thomas  Griffin  and  Robert  Lively,  Esqrs.  dated 
York,  ith  Jufy,  1813. 
**Upon  reaching  Hampton,  a  scene  of  desola- 
tion and  destruction  presented  itself.  The  few 
inhabitants  we  found  in  town  seemed  not  yet  to 
have  recovered  from  their  alarm :  dismay  and 
consternation  sat  on  every  countenance:  reports 
had  reached  us  of  the  violence  and  uncontrolled 
fury  of  the  enemy  after  they  obtained  possession 
of  the  place;  iheir  conduct,  in  some  cases,  being 
represented  such  as  would  have  disgraced  the 
days  of  Vandalism.  Our  feelings  were  much 
excited,  and  we  deemed  it  our  duty  to  pursue  the 
inquiry  as  far  as  practicable,  and  are  sorry  to  say, 
that,  from  all  the  information  we  could  procure, 
from  sources  too  respectable  to  pernnt  us  to  doubt, 
we  are  compelled  to  believe  that  acts  of  violence 
have  been  perpetrated,  which  have  disgraced  the 
age  in  which  weli?e.  The  sex,  hitherto  guarded 
by  the  soldier^s  honor,  escaped  not  the  rude  as- 
saults of  superior  force;  nor  could  disease  disarm 
the  foe  of  his  ferocity.  The  apology,  that  these 
atrocities  were  committed  by  French  soldiers 
attached  to  the  British  forces  now  in  our  waters, 
appears  to  us  no  justification  of  thoKe  who  em- 
ployed them,  believing,  as  we  do,  that  an  officer 
is,  or  should  be,  ever  responsible  for  the  conduct 
of  the  troops  under  his  command.*' 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Enqmrtr. 
Sir  :  Having  just  returned  from  HainpUra, 
where  I  made  myself  acquainted  with  all  the 
particulars  of  British  outrage,  whilst  that  place 
was  in  their  possession,  I  am  requested,  by  many 
persons,  to  communicate,  through  you,  to  the 
public,  the  information  I  have  given  them.  I  do 
this  with  no  hope  or  expectation  of  satisfying 
those  who  required  other  testimony  than  Major 
Cruichfield's  or  Oaptain  Cooper's.  I  too  well 
know  there  are  those  among  us,  who  will  still 
doubt,  or  pretend  to  doubt.  But  as  1  believe  this 
class  to  be  few  in  number,  and  insignificant  in 
the  public  estimation;  as  I  firmly  believe  that 
a  large  majority  of  all  political  persuasions  are 
open  to  conviction,  and  feelingly  alive  to  tb«r 

*Th]s  worthy  old  gentlemsin  is  bowing  beiijsath  the 
pressure  of  age,  being  near  70,  or  older :  has  a  name* 
rous  family,  most  of  them  sons^  now  in  the  servioe  of 
theur  country. 
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couBtry'a  wrongs;  I  cannot  withhold  from  them 
the  facts,  whose  simple  recital  will,  according  to 
their  diflferent  temperaments,  inflame  them  with 
raee,  or  fill^  them  with  horror. 

My  name  you  are  at  liberty  to  give  the  public, 
or  only  to  those  who  may  inquire  for  it,  as  you 
think  proper.  I  hare  reason  to  believe  that  those 
who  knew  mej  whether  Federal  or  Republican, 
will  know  and  acknowledge  that  lam  incapable 
oi*  publishing  a  falsehood ;  and  I  aver,  that  every 
statement  inconsistent  with  the  following,  no  mi|t- 
ter  on  whose  authority  it  is  made,  is  untrue ;  in 
proof  of  which!  solemnly  undertake,  before  the 
world,  to  establish  every  fact  contained  in  it,  pro- 
vided any  gentleman  will  sign  his  name  to  a  de- 
nial of  either  of  them. 

I  went  to  Hampton  with  the  determination 
of  inquiring  minutely  into  the  truth  of  reports, 
which  I  hoped,  for  the  honor  of  a  soldier's  pro- 
fession, and  of  human  nature,  to  have  found  ex- 
aggerated. In  the  inrestigation,  I  resolved  to 
depend  on  the  second  hand  relation  of  no  one, 
where  I  could  mount  to  the  original  source  of  evi- 
dence; but  since,  in  some  cases,  this  was  imprac- 
ticable, I  fe^l  it  a  duty  carefully  to  distinguish 
the  one  class  from  the  other. 

That  the  town  and  country  adjacent  was  given 
up  to  the  indiscriminate  plunder  of  a  licentious 
aoldiery,  except,  perhaps^  the  house  where  the 
headquarters  were  fixed,  is  an  undeniable  truth. 
ILyetY  article  of  valuable  property  was  taken 
from  it.  In  many  houses  not  even  a  knife,  a  fork, 
or  plate  was  left.  British  officers  were  seen  by 
Qr.  Colton  in  the  act  of  plundering  a  Mr.  Jones's 
store.  His  house,  although  he  remained  iu  town, 
was  rifled,  and  his  medicine  thrown  into  the 
pubTic  street,  just  opposite  where  many  officers 
took  np  their  quarters,  who  must  have  been  eye- 
witnesses of  the  scene.  The  church  was  pillaged, 
and  the  plate  belonging  to  it  taken  away,  al- 
thouffh  inscribed  with  the  donor's  name.  The 
winumilU  in  the  neighborhood  were  stripped  of 
their  sails.  The  closets,  private  drawers,  and 
trunks  of  the  inhabitants,  were  brokeii  open,  and 
scarcely  anything  seemed  to  be  too  trifling  an 
object  to  excite  the  cupidity  of  the|e  robbers. 
Several  gentlemen  informed  me  that  much  of 
their  plunder  was  brought  into  the  back  yard  of 
Miv.  Westwood's  house,  where  Sir  Sidney  Beck- 
with  and  Admiral  Cockborn  resided.  But  I  had 
no  opportunity  of  seeing  this  ladv,  who,  it  was 
aaid^  would  testify  to  the  fact.  In  short,  Hampton 
exhibits  a  dreary  and  desolate  appearance,  which 
no  American  can  witness  unmoved*  Doctor 
Wardlaw  and  Mr.  John  G.  Smith,  of  this  city, 
visited  it  in  company  with  me ;  and  their  indig- 
nation was  equal.  They,  and  every  one  who 
saw  and  heart!  what  I  have  stated,  united  in  ex- 
ecrating the  monsters  who  perpetrated  these  enor- 
mities; and  political  distinctions,  if  any  existed, 
were  lost  in  the  nobler  feelings  of  pity  for  the 
sufferers,  and  a  generous  ardor  to  avenge  their 
vrongs. 

Here  it  ma)r  be  necessary  to  notice  a  publica- 
tion I  have  this  moment  read  in  the  Alexandria 
Gazette  of.  the  12th,  where,  among  other  things, 


it  is  said,  on  the  authority  of  a  "  gentleman  who 
was  in  Hampton  the  day  after  the  evacuation  by 
the  enemv,"  that  it  was  believed  there  '*that 
n^rly  all  the  plundering  was  committed  by 
the  negroes;"  and  that  he  saw  many  '* articles 
brought  to  the  magistrates  which  had  been  se- 
creted in  the  niegro  houses."  That  some  plun- 
dering may  have  been  committed  by  the  negroes, 
who,  as  I  was  told,  were  embodied  and  paradea 
through  the  streets,  is  probable  enough ;  that  the 
expression  of  such  an  opinion  may  hav6  been 
heard  in  Hampton  is  likewise  probable;  but  I  do 
utterly  deny,  that  it  is  believed  there,  by  any  per- 
son worthy  of  credit,  that  "  nearly  all  the  plun- 
dering was  committed  by  them."  Let  the  gen* 
tleman,  then,  who  gives  this  account,  state  from 
whom  he  derived  his  information.  Let  him  give 
the  names  of  the  magistrates  who  received  the 
plunder  thus  found,  and  his  own ;  and  let  him 
declare  what  were  the  main  articles  he  saw 
brought  in.  I  will  not  directly  hazard  the  asser- 
tion, but  I  am  very  much  inclined  to  believe, 
there  were  no  magistrates  in  th^  town  at  the  time 
spoken  of,  unless  Parson  Holson,  Dr.  Colton,  or 
Captain  Wills,  are  magistrates;  and  with  all 
these  gentlemen  I  conversed,  and  heard  not  a 
whisper  countenancing  the  statement  in  the  Alex- 
andria paper.  How  it  is  known  that  the  negroes 
^'  had  the  address,"  first  to  impose  on  the  British 
commanders,  and  then  on  the  American  troops, 
which  *^  induced  them  to  retreat  to  York,"  ana 
leave  Hampton  to  be  plundered  by  these  artful 
rogues,  that  gentleman  is  left  to  say;  but  that 
the  American  troops  did  not  retire  to  York,  in 
consequence  of  such  information^  is  undoubtedly 
true.  Nor  is  it  less  true  that  Captain  Cooper^s 
troop  arrived  in  time  to  prevent  any  plundering 
of  the  least  consequence,  after  the  evacuation ; 
and  in  time  to  prevent,  what  many  gentleman 
there  believed  to  have  been  a  plan  concerted  be- 
tween the  black  and  white  allies— the  firing  of 
the  town. 

That  ^'Admiral  Warren  expressed  his  regret 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Hampton  had  not  all 
remained,  as  in  that  case  no  plundering  would 
have  happened,  i^  probable  enough ;  and  is  con- 
formable with  the  answer  dven  to  Captain  WilliflL 
who  complained  to  Cockburn  and  Beckwith  of 
the  destruction  of  his  private  property.  "Why 
did  you  unit  your  house?"  said  these  honorable 
men.  **I  remained  in  my  house,"  answered 
Doctor  Colton, "  and  have  found  no  better  treat- 
ment." 

That  Kir  by,  who,  for  seven  weeks  or  more, 
had  been  confined  to  his  bed,  and  whose  death 
the  savages  only  a  little  hastened,  was  shot  in 
the  arms  of  his  wife,  is  not  denied.  Those  who 
wish  for  further  confirmation  may  go  and  take 
bin)  from  his  grave,  and  weep,  ii  they  can  feel 
for  an  American  citizen,  over  his  mangled  body. 
They  may  go  to  his  wounded  wife,  and  hear  her 
heart-rending  tale,  and  then  they  may  turn  to 
the  account  of  the  gentleman,  and  derive  consola- 
tion from  the  excuse  (which  1  never  heard)  ^'  that 
it  was  done  in  revenge  for  the  refusal  of  the  mil- 
itia to  give  quarter  to  some  Frenchmen,  who 
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were  on  board  a  barge  that  was  sank  by  oor 
troops,  who  continued  to  fire  on  the  almost  drown- 
ing men,  when  making  for  the  shore."  This  rile 
slander  on  our  troops  will;  I  have  no  doubt,-  be 
met,  in  the  proper  manner,  by  the  gallant,  officer 
who  comtnands  them  at  Norfolk.  But  the  worst 
is  to  come.' 

I  conversed  with  a  lady  whose  name  is  men- 
tioned in  Captain  Cooper's  letter,  in  company 
with  Person  Holson,  Doctor  Colton,  and  Captain 
Willis.  Her  story  was  too  shocking  in  its  details 
to  meet  the  public  eye.  When  I  had  convinced 
her  of  the  object  I  had  in  view  in  visiting  her — 
that  it  was  dictated  by  no  impertinent  curiosity, 
but  a  desire  to  know  the  whole  truth,  to  enable 
me^  on  the  one  hand,  to  do  justice  even  to  an 
enemy,  or,  on  the  other,  to  electrify  my  country- 
man with  the  recital  of  her  sufferings,  she  dis- 
covered everything  which  her  convulsive  strug- 
gles between  shame  and  desire  to  expose  her 
nrutal  assailants  would  permit.  This  woman 
tiras  seized  by  five  or  six  ruffians,  some  of  them 
dressed  in  red  and  speab'og  correctly  the  English 
language,  and  stripped  naked.  Her  cries  and  her 
prayers  were  disregarded,  and  her  body  became 
the  subject  of  the  most  abominable  indecencies. 
She  at  one  time  made  her  escape,  and  ran  into 
a  creek  hard  by,  followed  by  a  young  daughter; 
whence  she  was  dragged  by  the  monsters  in  hu- 
man shape,  to  experience  new  and  agc^ravated 
suffering.  In  this  situation  she  was  kept  the 
whole  night,  whilst  her  screams  were  heard  at 
intervals  by  some  of  the  Americans  in  town^  who 
could  only  clasp  their  hands  in  hopeless  agony. 

Virginian!  American!  Friend  or  enemy  of 
the  administration,  or  of  the  War !  go,  as  I  have 
done,  to  this  Woman's  house  and  hear  and  see 
hfer.  See  too  her  young  daughter  on  the  bed  of 
sickness,  in  consequence  of  the  abuses  of  that 
night!  and  your  heart,  if  it  be  made  of  ^penetra- 
ble8tuff,"will  throb  with  indignation,  and  a  thirst 
for  revenge,  and  your  hand  instinctively  grasp 
the  weapon  for  infiicting  it. 

A  Mrs.  Briggs  related  to  us,  that  a  woman 
who  had  come  to  Hampton,  to  visit  her  husband, 
who  Was  id  the  militia,  was  taken  forcibly  from 
ber«ide  by  four  sbldiers  in  green,  and  with  her 
young  child,  which  one  of  them  snatched  from 
her  arms,' borne  to  the  hospital,  in  spite  of  her 
screams.  They  had  previously  robbed  them  of 
their  rings,  and  attempted  to  tear  open  their 
bosoms.  A  Mrs.  Ho|ikins,  who  was  not  in  town 
when  I  was  there,  obtained  the  assistance  of  an 
officer,  and  rescued  the  woman  from  her  ravish- 
ers,  but  not  until  one  of  them  had  gratified  his 
abominable  desires.  1  was  told  by  the  gentleman 
who  accompanied  me,  that  Mrs.  Hopkins  con- 
firmed this  statement,  and  would  swear  to  at  least 
two  other  cases  of  a  similar  kind,  Without,  how- 
ever, giving  up  the  names  of  the  youDg  and  re- 
ipectable  women  who  suffered. 

Boctor  Colton  and  Captain  Mills,  assisted  by 
an  officer,  rescued  another  lady  from  the  greatest 
of  all  calamities. 

Old  Mr.  Hope,  aged,  as  he  told  Major  Crutch- 
field,  (in  my  presence)  sixty-four  or  five  years, 


was  seized  by  these  wretches  and  stripped  of  aU 
his  clothing,  even  of  his  shoes  and  his  shirt.  A 
bayonet  was  run  a  little  way  into  his  arm  behind, 
as  if  in  cruel  sport ;  while  several  were  held  to 
his  breast.  In  this  situation  he  was  kept  for  a 
considerable  time,  and  would  probably  have  been 
another  victim  of  their  tage,  if  their  attention  bad 
not  been  diverted  to  a  woman,  who  had  sought 
refuge  in  his  house.  They  followed  her  into  the 
kitchen,  whither  she  had  run  for  safety.  Mr. 
Hope  made  off  amidst  her  agonizing  screams,  and 
when  he  returned  to  his  house,  he  was  told  by 
his  domestics  that  their  horrid  purposes  were  ae- 
compliahed.    This  I  had  from  nim. 

How  far  this  violation  extended  will  never  be 
known.  Women  will  not  publish  what  they  eon- 
sider  their  own  shame,  and  the  men  in  town  were 
carefully  watched  and  guarded^  But  enough  is 
known  to  induce  the  belief  of  the  existence  of 
many  other  cases,  and  enough  tofire  every  manly 
bosom  with  the  irrepressible  desire  of  revenge. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  tire  the  public  patienee, 
or  I  could  tell  of  enormities  little  inferior  to  the 
above.  But  the  enemy  are  convicted  of  robbery, 
rape,  and  murder,  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  add  to 
the  catalogue  of  their  crimes. 

Men  of  VirgHiia!  will  you  permit  all  this? 
Fathers,  and  brothers,  and  husbands,  will  yon 
fold  your  arms  in  apathy,  and  only  curse  yonr 
despoilers  ?  No,  you  will  fly  with  generous  em- 
ulation to  the  unfurled  standard  of  your  country. 
You  will  imitate  the  example  of  those  genereas 
spirits  who  are,  even  now,  in  crowtls,  tendering 
their  services  to  the  Commander-'iB-Chief;  who 
are  pouring  from  their  native  mountains,  and  ao- 
licitrag  to  be  led  against  the  enemy  wherever  be 
dares  to  show  his^  face.  You  will  prove  yonr- 
selves  worthy  of  the  immortal  honor  that  the  en- 
emy has  conferred  upon  you  In  seleding  y«a  as 
the  object  of  his  vengeance.  You  will  aeglenf, 
for  a  time,  all  civil  pursuits  and  occupations,  a«d 
devote  yourselves  to  the  art,  a  knowledge  of  wbibb 
the  enemy  has  made  necessary.  You  will  lenoi 
to  command;  and,  with  "Hampton"  as  yonr 
watch-Word-*to  conquer. 

P.* 


YoMK,  .1^1^4,1614. 
Sia :  Anxious  to  efi<^t,  asearlyas  possible,  tfae 
Objects  of  the  flag  intrusted  to  as  by  you  on  tlie 
1st  instant,  we  proceeded,  inrmed lately  after  re- 
ceiving your  despatches  for  Admiral  Warrennnd 
Gkneral  Taylor,  to  Haoopton.  On  ttfif  arriiral  at 
the  latter  place,  some  difficulty  arosein  proenriag 
a  vessel  to  convey  us  to  the  British  fleet;  and 
after  some  delay,  we  were  compelled  to  embark 
in  a  small,  open,  four-oared  boat,  the  only  one.  it 
seemed,  which  the  fury  of  the  enemy  had  left 
capable  of  floating.  We  proceeded  to  the  fleet  of 
the  enemy  with  the  utmost  despatch  which  oor 
little  skiff,  and  the  excessive  heat  of  the  day, 
would  permit ;  and  when  distant  from  the  Ad- 

*  Believed,  upen  good  sntfioritytto  be  Colonel  Rkh^ 
ard  £.  Parker,  ef  Wetaiorsland  counter*  Viifiaia. 
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mMa  ship  i^QUt  a  half  miU,  wer«  met  and  hailed 
by  a  barge  of  the  eoeiny,  the  officer  of  which  wa$ 
iaformed  we  had  despatches  for  Admiral  Warren. 
We  were  in?ited  ioto  the  barge,  which  ioyitatioQ 
was  accepted,  as  well  to  relieve  ourselves  from 
the  confineraeot  on  board  our  little  vessel,  to 
lighten  as  much  as  possible  the  burden  of  our 
oarsmen,  and  proceed  with  as^uch  expedition 
as  practicable  to  obtain  the  objects  of  our  mission. 
On  our  arrival  at  the  Admiral's  ship  (the  San 
Domingo)  we  were  directed  to  proceed  to  the 
^  Sceptre,"  a  line  of  battle  ship,  on  which  we 
were  informed  Admiral  Coekburn  had  recently 
hoisted  his  flag.  Arriving  alongside  of  this  ship 
we  were  desired  by  the  officer  of  the  barge  to  as- 
cend the  ship^  Upon  our  reaching  the  deck,  we 
found  a  large  assemblage  of  officers — certainly 
%  greater  4iumber  than  could  be  necessarily  at- 
tached to  a  single  ship.  In  the  space  of  ten  min- 
utes the  two  Admirals,  Warren  and  Coekburn, 
approached ;  to  the  former,  we  delivered  your 
despatches,  who,  upon  perusal,  evinced  embar- 
rassment, and  af^er  a  short  pause,  said,  that  the 
principal  object  of  the  fla^  appeared  to  be  to  pro- 
core  supplies  for  your  hospital.  He  was  answered 
in  the  amrmative.  Could  not  these  supplies  have 
been  as  easily  and  early  procured  from  Kichmond 
99  from  Norfolk  1  We  thought  not.  The  Ad- 
miral then  said  he  would  reflect  upon  the  subject, 
and  return  us  an  answer  soon,  and  retired  with 
Adratral  Coekburn  to  the  cabin  of  the  ship« 

A  period  of  about  fifteen  minutes  then  elapsed, 
When  Admiral  Coekburn  advanced,  and  address- 
inff  Major  GIrlffin,  informed  him,  that  the  Admi- 
nJ  would  see  him  in  the  cabin.  Upon  Major 
0rifl5n's  reaching  the  cabin,  the  two  Admirals 
only  with  him,  Admiral  Warren  ap^ain  repeated 
the  opinion,  that  the  hospital  supplies  could  be  as 
esrpeditiousljr  procured  from  Richmond,  as  from 
Ilorfolk,  sayinf^,  it  was  contrary  to  their  regula- 
tions to  j)ermit  even  a  flag  to  go  to  Norfolk ; 
that  it  was  their  intention  to  land  Mr.  Kin^,  who 
went  with  the  flag,  at  Seawell's  point,  and  jointly 
with  Admiral  Coekburn,  expressed  an  unwilling- 
ness to  permit  the  flag  to  proceed.  They  were 
answered,  that  if  the  flag  was  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed, the  supplies  could  he  procured  sooner  than 
if  the  flag  was  compelled  to  return,  certainly  in 
the  course  of  the  following  day ;  that  if  compelled 
to  resort  to  Richmond,  thr^  days,  probably  more, 
would  pass  before  the' stores  could  reach  Hamp- 
ton ;  that  our  wounded  and  sick  were  suierifig 
fbr  medicines  and  necessaries ;  that  all  the  med- 
icti»e,  private  as  well  as  public  property,  had  been 
wantonly  destroyed  by  the  troops  who  latelv  cap- 
tured Hampton ;  and  that  the  supplies  absolutely 
required  for  the  use  of  the  hospital  could  not  be 
trocured  in  Hampton.  The  Aomiral  said  he  had 
neard  that  the  hospitals  had  received  some  sup- 
plies. He  was  asked  from  whence,  and  assured 
It  was  net  the  case.  Finding  the  Admiral  still 
hesitating,  Major  Gt iffin  said,  ^  that  the  reputed 
humanity  of  Admiral  Warren  forbid  Major 
Crutchfield  to  doubt  that  the  application  for  the 
passage  of  a  flag  to  Norfolk  would  be  refused." 
After  a  short  j^se  Major  Oriffia  was  informed 


that  the  flag  mi^ht  proceed,  upon  condition  of 
returning  a)ong-side  the  ship,  in  the  same  vesseL 
with  the  same  persons,. and  with  no  increase  of 
persons.  The  restriction  to  the  same  vessel  was 
combatted,  on  the  ground  that,  in  the  event  of 
much  wind,  the  boat  was  too  small  to  navigate 
the  roads,  and  thus  the  object  of  the  flag  would 
be  defeated.  But  finding  no  relaxation  in  the 
condition  probable,  it  was  determined,  upon  cpn- 
sultation  with  Lieutenant  Luvety,  to  proceed* 
Upon  the  subject  of  prisoners,  Admiral  Warren 
acKnowledged  one  only  to  be  in  the  fleet,  taken 
at  Hampton.  He  declined  all  arrangement,  and 
avoided  all  discussion  on  this  topici  saying  he  had 
opened  a  correspondence  with  General  Taylor, 
but  nothing  was  decided.  Relative  to  the  officers' 
baggage  captured  in  Hampton,  the  Admiral  said 
that  such  articles  as  had  been  found  had  been  re- 
stored, and  mentioned  the  papers  of  Captain 
Pry  or,  which  bad  been  placed  in  the  care  of  Cap- 
tain Myers  of  Norfolk,  and  assured  Major  Qri£bi ' 
that  he  would  direct  Sir  Sidney  Beckwith  to  in- 
quire farther,  and  if  they  should  be  discovered  it 
would  be  made  known  to  us  on  our  return.  We 
were  then  informed  we  might  proceed,  which  we 
immediately  did,  and  reachinf  Norfolk  after'  3 
P.  M.  repaired  to  General  TayWs  quartos,  who 
directed  the  supplies  written  for  by  the  surgeons. 
Returning  on  the  second,  we  were,  as  customary, 
again  met  by  a  barge  of  the  enemy,  and  desired 
to  call  on  board  the  Admiral's  ship  ;  we  entered 
the  ship  with  the  officers  of  the  barge,  and  were 
received  by  the  Captain,  who  in^ired  if  we  had 
despatches  from  the  Admiral.  Being  informed 
we  were  the  returning  flag  that  had  proceeded  to 
Norfolk  the  day  before,  the  Captain  retired  to  the 
cabin,  and  shortly  returned  with  information  that 
we  might  proceed  when  we  pleased  ;  this  we  did. 
and  deposited  with  Doctor  Colton  the  medical 
and  hospital  supplies  sent  fVom  Norfolk. 

Upon  our  reaching  Hampton  a  scene  of  deso- 
lation and  destruction  presented  itself.  The  few 
inhabitants  we  found  in  town  seemed  not  yet  to 
have  recovered  from  their  alarm;  display  and 
consternation  sat  on  every  countenance.  Reports 
had  reached  us  of  the  violence  and  uncontrolled 
fury  of  the  enemy  after  they  obtained  possession 
of  the  place;  their  conduct,  in  some  cases,  being 
represented  such  as  woula  have  disgraced  the 
days  of  Vandalism:  Our  feelings  were  much  ex- 
cited, and  we  deemed  it  our  duty  to  pursue  the 
inquiry  as  far  as  practicable,  and  are  sorry  to  say, 
that,  from  all  the  information  we  could  procure, 
from  sourceatoo  respectable  to  permit  us  to  doubt, 
we  are  compelled  to  believe  that  acts  of  violence 
have  been  perpetrated,  which  have  disgraced  the 
age  in  which  we  live.  The  sex,  hitherto  guarded 
by  the  soldier's  honor,  escaped  not  the  rude  aa- 
saults  of  superior  force ;  nor  could  disease  disarm 
the  foe  of  bis  ferocity.  The  apology  that  these 
atrocities  were  committed  by  the  French  soldiers 
attached  to  the  British  forces  now  in  our  waters 
appeared  to  us  no  justification  of  those  who  em- 
ployed them,  believing,  as  we  do,  that  an  officer 
IS.  or  should  be,  ever  responsible  for  the  conduct 
01  thie  troops  under  his  command. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


as47 


Maamer  in  le&tcft  the  War  i»  waged  bjf  the  Enemy. 


2848: 


We  have  the  hoiwr  to  be,  your  humble  ser- 
vants, THOMAS  GRIFFIN. 
ROBERT  LIVELY. 
To  Major  Crotchfield,  Cbwwi'n/,  York, 

Addenda. 
Washington  City,  July  30, 1813. 
From  William   Berry,  Midshipmen  in  the  Frigate 
Chesapeake. 

Sir:  I  consider  myself  bound  to  lay  before  you 
what  came  under  my  knowledge  while  on  board 
the  Chesapeake,  as  well  as  on  board  the  Shannon. 

After  the  enemy  had  complete  possession  of 
the  ship.  Midshipmen  Randolph  and  Flushman 
were  ordered  from  the  fore  and  main  top.  In 
coming  down  the  shrouds  Lieutenant  Faulkner 
(the  British  officer)  said  to  his  men,  kill  those 
damned  rascals.  Then,  and  immediately,  several 
.muskets  were  discharged  at  them,  but  without 
effect.  My  station  was  in  the  mizzen  top,  where 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  their  actions.  I 
was  looking  on  deck  when  I  saw  one  of  the  Chesa- 
peake's men  crawling  aloog,  attempting  to  get 
below,  with  one  of  his  legs  off.  One  of  the  en- 
emy stepped  up  to  him  with  his  cutlass,  and  im- 
mediately put  an  end  to  his  existence.  Lieuten- 
ant Fadkner  looked  up  in  the  mizzen  top ;  points 
ing  at  me,  said  he  to  his  men,  go  up  three  of  you 
and  throw  that  damned  Yankee  overboard.  They 
immediately  rushed  up  seizing  me  by  the  collar ; 
now,  said  they,  you  damned  Yankee,  you  shall 
swim  for  it,  attempting  to  throw  me  overboard ; 
but  I  got  within  the  rigging,  when  one  of  them 
kicked  me  in  the  breast,  which  was  the  cause  of 
my  falling ;  being  stunned  by  the  fall,  I  lay  some 
time  senseless,  and  when  I  came  to,  I  was  ciit 
over  the  head  with  a  cutlass,  which  nearly  termi- 
nated my  existence.  Eleven  of  our  midshipmen 
were  confined  in  a  small  place,  nine  feet  by  six, 
with  an  old  sail  to  lay  on,  and  a  guard  at  the  door, 
until  a  day  or  two  before  our  arrival  at  Halifax ; 
and,  likewise,  eleven  of  us  upon  five  rations,  and 
some  days  only  one  meal.  Our  clothes  were 
taken  on  board  o^  the  Shannon ;  Lieutenant 
Wallis,  the  commanding  officer  on  board,  would 
not  let  us  take  our  clQthes  below  with  us,  but 
pledged  his  word  and  honor  as  an  officer,  we 
should  receive  our  clothes.  But  we  discovered, 
next  morning,  that  their  midshipmen  had  on  our 
clothes  and  side  arms.  We  were  conversing  to- 
gether respecting  our  clothes — one  of  their  mid- 
sfiipmen  overheard  our  conversation,  and  made  a 
repiort  to  the  Lieutenant  commanding.  He  then 
sent  word  to  us  that  ifwe  said  anything  moreabout 
X  the  clothes,  he  would  put  us  in  the  fore-hold  with 
the  men.  We  expected  to  receive  our  clothes 
when  we  arrived  in  port,  but.  1  assure  you,  sir, 
nothing  was  ever  restored.  Other  rascally  things 
occurred,  which  our  officers  will,  when  they  re- 
turn, make  known  to  the  public,  disgraceful  to  a 
civilized  nation.  If  your  request  could  have  been 
made  sooner,  I  should  have  ielt  gratified  in  mak- 
ing a  fuller  sutement.    I  have,  &c. 

WILLIAM  BERRY. 

Hdn.  L.  CoNDioT,  Washington. 


Another  circumstance  took  place  on  board| 
which  entirely  escaped  my  memory  until  this  mo- 
ment. Several  of  the  officers  had  money  taken 
from  them  which  they  had  received  from  the 
Chesapeake  as  prize  money.  Mr.  Higinbotham, 
as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect,  had  upwards  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

W.  BERRY. 


Georgetown,  Jtdy  30, 1813. 

Sir  :  Having  perused  a  letter  of  yours  to  Mr. 
Berry,  requesting  information  respecting  the  treat- 
ment of  the  American  officers  and  seamen  of  the 
late  Chesapeake,  I  consider  myself  bound,  sir,  to 
lay  before  you  what  came  under  my  knowledge. 
My  having  been  wounded,and  remaining  on  board 
the  Chesapeake,  might  not  give  me  that  scope  for 
observation  which  others  possessed ;  but,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  many  things  tranlpired  disgracefoi 
to  the  character  of  a  brane  enemy.  Whilst  on- 
dressing  myself  in  the  steerage,  after  the  Ameri- 
cans were  driven  below  or  had  surrendered,  and 
after  resistance  had  ceased,  I  believe  entirely, 
several  muskets  and  pistols  were  at  once  pointed 
down  the  hatchway,  and  discharged  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  cockpit ;  and  as  the  steeraee  and  cock- 
pit were  filled  with  the  wounded,  in  ajT  probability 
some  were  killed  outright.  It  was  Midshipman 
Hopewell,  and  not  Livingston,  who  was  so  inhu- 
manly treated,  as  described  in  the  public  prints. 
It  has  been  the  custom  in  our  navy  to  take  the 
side-arms  of  officers,  (prisoners^  but  to  restore 
them  on  their  leaving  the  ship.  Ours  were  taken, 
worn,  and  never  restored,  together  with  what 
nautical  instruments  they  could  lay  their  hands 
on.  When  spoken  to  by  the  American  officers 
on  the  subject,  the  answer  was,  such  things  wer« 
free  plunder.  A  day  or  two  after  the  action,  I 
was  conversing  with  Lieutenant  Budd  and  Mr. 
Nicholls.  near  the  taffi^rel,  respecting  the*  engage- 
ment,  wnen  it  was  observed  some  of  the  Shan- 
non's men  were  listening  to  our  conversation. 
Immediately  after,  Lieutenant  Faulkner,  the 
comnunding  officer,  ordered  sentinels  to  be  placed 
at  the  mizen  mast ;  and.  said  he  to  them,  if  yoa 
see  any  of  the  Chesapeake's  men  abaft  the  mizen 
mast,  cut  them  down  \  if  you  see  them  conver- 
sing together,  cut  them  down  without  hesitation. 
It  will  be  remembered  the  three  officers  who 
caused  this  order  were  ail  severely  wounded. 
We  received  no  caution  and  overheard  it  by  ac- 
cident. So  great  was  the  ra^e  for  plunder,  that 
Captain  Lawrence,  before  his  death,  could  not 
obtain  a  bottle  of  wine  from  his  private  sea  stores, 
without  a  note  from  the  doctor  to  the  Lieutenant 
commanding.  I  pass  over  the  robbini^  of  the 
midshipmen  on  board  the  Shannon,  as  it  did  not 
come  under  my  immediate  notice.  If  your  re- 
quest could  have  been  made  earlier,  I  should 
have  felt  gratified  in  making  a  fuller  statemenu 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedietat  servant, 

WM.  A.  WEAVER. 

Hon.  Lewis  Con nior,  WaMHgton. 
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ADDITIONAL    FORTIFICATIONS,  AND 
INCREASE  OP  THE  ARMY. 


AN 


[ConuDunicated  to  the  Senate,  Auguft  1,  1813.] 
Committee  Chamber, 
Monday^  May  30, 1813. 

Sir:  1  am  directed  by  the  committee  of  the 
S^oate  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  as  relates  to  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment,  to  inquire  of  you  what  pro- 
vision has  been  made,  by  your  Department,  for  the 
protection  and  defence  of  the  seaboard  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  whether  the  protection  authorized  by 
law  is  deemed  sufficient ;  if  not,  what  further  or 
other  provision  is  considered  necessary ;  whether 
any,  and  if  any,  what,  modification  of  the  Mili^ 
tary  Bstablishment,  or  extension  thereof,  is  deem- 
ed expedient.  I  am  also  directed  to  ask  you  to 
give  the  committee  such  information,  in  relation 
to  any  other  specific  obiects  in  your  Department, 
as  you  may  deem  prop^  to  be  communicated,  or 
which  may  require  legislative  provision. 

Accept  assurances  of  my  high  respect. 

J.  ANDERSON,  Chairman. 

To  the  Secretary  op  War. 

War  Department,  June  10, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
c^pt  of  your  letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  written 
by  direction  of  the  Committee' of  tlie  Senate  ^vto 
whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  as  relates  to  the  Military  Establish-^ 
me Qt ;"  and  inquiring 

What  provision  had  been  made  by  the  War 
Department  for  the  protection  of  the  seaboard  ? 

Whether  the  protection  authorized  by  law  be 
deemed  sufficient  1  And,  if  npt,  what  further  or 
other  provision  be  considered  necessary? 

Whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  modification 
or  extension  of  the  Military  Establishment  be 
deemed  expedient ;  and 

What  other  specific  objects  within  my  Depart- 
ment may  require  legislative  provision? 

To  these  questions  I  beg  leave  to  reply : 

1st.  That,  so  far  as  the  defence  of  the  seaboard 
depends  on  troops,  the  statement  I  had  the  honor 
to  make  to  you  yesterday  will  be  found  to  con- 
tain an  appropriate  answer  to  the  first  question. 
It  boa  remains,  therefore,  to  present  a  table  of  the 
postSy  the  number  and  caliber  of  the  cannon,  and 
of  the  quantity  of  ammunition  at  e^ach  of  these. 
This  will  be  found  in  the  documents  enclosed, 
numbered  1,  2,  3.* 

2d*  That,  in  my  opinion,  the  present  protec- 
tion of  the  seaboard  is  not  sufficient,  and  that  the 
measures  to  be  taken  for  its  better  defence  are  of 
two  kinda — additional  fortifications,  and  an  in- 
creased number  of  regular  troops. 

Under  the  former  of  these  heads,  It  is  proposed 
to  erect  a  work,  of  earth,  or  of  more  durable  ma- 
terials, if  found  advisable,  on  a  small  inland  of  the 
Delaware,  called  the  Pea  Patch.    The  plan  and 

*  Nol  on  file. 


extent  of  the  work  will  be  adapted  to  the  relation 
which  the  island  bears  to  the  shores  and  channel 
of  the  Delaware;  and,  from  the  survey  made,  it 
is  believed  that  the  work  will  completely  cover 
both.  The  situation  of  the  island  is  eight  miles 
below  New  Castle. 

A  work  of  the  same  description  at  Hawkins's 
Point,  near  Baltimore. 

A  work  on  Maryland  Point,  or  on  that  called 
Cedar  Shoal  Point,  on  the  Potomac.  It  cannot 
be  doubted  but  that  the  seat  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment should  be  placed,  not  merely  beyond  in-- 
jury,  but  beyond  disturbance,  from  an  enemy. 

A  work  on  Craney  island,  for  the  better  pro- 
tection of  Norfolk,  has  been  comnienced,  and  is 
mentioned  here  but  from  a  belief  that  the  impor- 
tance of  the  position  will  be  found  to  justify  an 
extension  of  the  present  plan. 

At  Charleston,  or  its  dependencies,  some  cov- 
ering works  have  been  projected,  but  a  want  of 
funds  has  hitherto  prevented  their  execution. 

Savannah  is  believed  to  be  a  position  whieb» 
from  various  causes,  is  more  exposed  than  any 
other,  and  upon  the  defence  of  which,  few  expen- 
ditures of  public  money  have  been  made.  It  is. 
therefore,  proposed  to  protect  it  by  a  chain  of 
redans  on  three  of  its  sides,  and,  on  the  fourth^ 
which  is  understood  to  be  the  most  vulnerablei 
by  a  few  redoubts,  connected  by  a  ditch  and  par- 
apet, d^c. 

No  additional  work  at  New  Orleans  is  thought 
necessary.  One,  of  regular  form  and  of  consid- 
erable extent,  has  been  recently  erected  on  the 
eastern  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  at  the  Detour 
Anglais,  and  a  second  has  been  projected  for 
commanding  the  entrance  from  the  sea  into  Lake 
Pontchartrain.  When  these  are  finished,  the  de- 
fence of  New  Orleans  from  exterior  attacks^  and 
by  means  of  fixed  batteries,  may  be  considered  as 
complete. 

Under  the  second  general  provision,  (an  in- 
creased number  of  regular, troops,)  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing arrangement  of  permanent  garrisons,  viz : 

To  districts  No.  1  and  2        -        -  2,000  men. 

To      do.       do.  3  and  4        -        -  3,000 

To      do.       do.  5         ...  3  000 

To      do.       do.  6  ...  2.000 

To      do.       do.  7         ...  3,000 

3d.  In  fulfilling  the  arrangement  stated  in  the 
preceding  article,  it  will  be  necessary  to  organize 
the  whole  numfaier  of  the  twenty  regiments  au- 
thorized to  be  raised  during  the  last  session  of 
Congress.  Of  these  regiments  fifteen  have  been 
already  set  on  foot,  including  ten  companies  of 
ranffers,  intended  for  the  defence  of  the  Territories 
of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri.  It  is  respect* 
fully  proposed  that  the  remaining  five  be  also 
raised  expressly  for  the  defence  of  other  and  par- 
ticular points,  and  that  their  service  be  made 
commensurate  with  the  war.  Corps  of  this  d^ 
scriptioa  may  be  promptly  obtained,  and  made  to 
take  a  very  efficient  character.  This  is  the  only 
modification  of  the  present  Military  Establish* 
ment  which  is  believed  to  be  necessary.  An  ez^ 
tension  of  it,  called  for  as  well  by  justice  as  by 
policy,  is  the  establishment  of  an  invalid  corps. 
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Instances  of  partial  decrepitude  have  been  much 
multiplied  by  the  events  of  (he  last  and  present 
campaigns,  and  can  best  be  relieved  by  an  esiaB- 
lishment  which  but  demands  from  the  sufferer  a 
service  proportioned  to  his  physical  ability,  and 
which,  while  it  gives  occupieition,  guaranties 
against  want. 

4th.  Some  minor  and  insulated  subjects  re- 
qtiire  legislative  notice  and  provision. 

1.  The  law  creating  the  Ordnance  department 
provides  for  four  deputy  commissaries.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  authorize  the  President  to  add  five  other 
deputies.  This  will  enable  the  head  of  that  de- 
partment to  assign  to  each  military  district  one 
deputy,  who  shall  establish  and  superintend  a 
laboratory  within  the  same,  and  thus  do  away 
the  expense  and  risk  of  transmitting  fixed  ammu- 
nition from  one  district  to  another. 

2.  Aids-de-camp  are  now  taken  from  the  line 
of  the  aritty  in  all  cases,  as  are  assistant  adjutants 
and  inspectors  general,  and,  in  many  cases,  their 
m'incipals;  and,  also,  the  paymasters  of  districts. 
These  multiplied  draughts  upon  the  line  are 
fouud  to  have  a  bad  eflect.  and  the  more  so,  as 
dffidfers  of  the  greatest  intelligence  are  generally 
etectdd  to  fill  these  appointments.  It  is,  there- 
foii  proposed  that  general  officers  be  permitted 
to  select  their  aids  irom  the  mass  of  citizens,  and 
tliat  the  rank,  i)ay,  abd  emoluments,  of  a  captain 
of  cavalry  be  given  to  each  aid-de-camp,  so  long 
at  he  be  continued  as  such. 

3.  No  provision  is  made  by  law  for  paying 
ndbney  to  officers  of  light  dragoons  and  lighter- 
ritlery.in  lieu  of  forage,' when  not  drawn  in  kind. 

4.  The  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  6th  of  July, 
rBl2|  in  relation  to  the  price  to  be  allowed  in 
Den  of  fbraffe  not  drawn  in  kind,  by  officers  of 
<S^rtafn  grades,  appear  to  be  contradictory. 

5.  The  United  States  possess,  in  fee  simple, 
sundry  lots  of  ground  in  Pittsburg.  It  is  under- 
stbod  that,  if  the^  were  divided  into  smaller  lots, 
attd  sold  at  publio  sale; they  would  bring  not  less 
than  forty  thousand  dollars— a  sum  whibh  would 
tk  cOnipet^nt  to  establish  a  laboratory  near  that 
place,  ^a  scale  proportioned  to  all  the  demands 
of  the  West.  Southwest,  and  Northwest.  A  law 
will  hie  necessary  to  make  such  sale. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
ybnr  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Hon.  J.  ANncRdoN,  Oiairman^  ^c 

War  Dfii'ARTitENt,  June  18. 1813. 

Stir:  Tfhe  following  report,  additional  to  that 
niHde  on  the  10th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  an 
titareased  seaboard  defence,  is  respectfully  sub- 
lAitted  to  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
iSti  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates  to 
tlk«  Military  Establishment. 

Our  Atlantic  towns  and  cities  fbmish,  respect- 
ively, a  large  number  of  seafaring  men,  who, 
fVom  their  hardibood  and  habits  of  life,  might  be 
"hxj  tisefully  employed  in  the  defence  of  thesea- 
Matd,  particularly  m  the  management  of  great 
tttns;  Whether  in  fixed  or  in  floating  batteries,  or 


in  those  of  position.  A  corps  of  great  eflk^eney^ 
might  be  fortned  out  of  these  men,  and  on  terms 
much  more  economical  than  those  necessary  to 
obtain  soldiers  of  the  line. 

Their  term  of  service  need  not  exceed  eight 
months  in  each  year,  viz:  from  the  month  of 
March  to  that  of  December.  They  may  be  had 
at  the  rate  of  twelve  dollars  per  tiaonth,  (if  sub- 
sisted,) and  without  expense  on  account  of  cloth- 
ing. 

1,000  sea  fencibles,  at  $12  per  month,  edch.  is 
per  month $12,000 

8  nlonths,  at  $12,000  per  month,  is     -     96^000 
Subsistence  for  term  aforesaid,  is        -     35,000 
Pay  and  subsistence  of  officers,  viz : 
10  captains,  10  first  lieutenants,  10  sec- 
ond lieutenants,  iind  10  third  lieuten- 
ants, is  12,052" 

Total $145,552 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient,  bumble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Hon.  J.  ANnERSON,   Chairman^  ^. 

War  Departmeitt,  July  12, 1813. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  inquiry  of  the  honorable 
the  Senate,  viz:  *».What  preparations  have  been 
made,  and  are  now  in  readiness,  for  the  def^oi^ 
of  the  navy  yard  and  other  public  property  in  tfte 
City  of  Washington,  in  case  it  should  be  asMiM 
by  the  enemy  ?"  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that, 
on  the  water  line,  the  means  of  defence  ar«  of 
two  kinds,  naval  and  military;  that  there  aff«  of 
the  former,  one  frigate,  two  schooners,  and  three 
ffunboats,  so  stationed  as  to  co-operate  with  W6H 
Washington;  tliat  this  fort  and  its  covering 
work  have  been  recently  jut  into  a  state  of  thor- 
ough repair,  are  well  equipped  with  heavY  can* 
non,  furnaces,  d^.,  and  are  now  occupien  by  a 
competent  garrison  of  United  States'  arcilltH-isCs  j 
that,  to  any  attempts  on  the  land  Me^  We  tmk 
oppose  th«  10th,  Sdth,  38th,  and  a  detachmenc 
from  the  5th,  regiments  of  iitfantry,  and  one  bat- 
talion of  militia ;  the  whole  amounting  to  oim 
thousand  six  hundred  efleciives.  That  the  narf 
yard  and  marine  establishment  can  Airnish  Mi 
additional  defence  of  nearlv  one  battalion ;  tbat 
two  companies  of  light  artillery  have  been  offan- 
ized,  under  an  officer  of  much  experience,  anfd 
are  supplied  with  cannon,  caissons,  d^.;  tknti 
several  uniformed  corps  are  in  week^  drill,  and 
ready  for  service  the  moment  that  a  call  Upon 
them  shall  become  necessary;  that,  wHfcin  tH^ 
District  alone,  we  may  count  on  an  addittomd 
force  of  nearly  tweive  hundr^  efidsctiv^  mtlithb 
and  that  a  competent  sU)»ply  of  arnis,  and  of 
fixed  and  loose  ammaattion,  has  been  plaoed 
within  their  reach. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect^  «ir, 
your  most  obedient  hamble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Chairman  Militart  Committrb,  ^ 
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Wa«  DsPABTrtitrt.  Jidy  86. 1813. 

BtA :  I  beg  ietnre  to  sabmit  Co  the  consideration 
of  the  Military  Commiltee  of  the  Senate,  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Chauncey  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  baring  relation  to  the 
st^jeet  submitted  in  my  letter  of  the  19th  inst. 
Mt.  Stacey  has  been  discharged,  on  the  ground 
that  a  citizen  cannot  be  considered  as  a  spy. 

I  hare,  Ac.  J.  ARMSTRONG. 

Hon.  Mr.  AifDensON,  Ch;etitinanj  f  c. 


U.  S.  Ship  Madison, 
SacketVs  Harbor,  July  4, 1813. 

Sir  :  On  the  1st  instant  I  caused  Mr.  Samuel 
Stacey  to  be  apprehended  as  a  spy.  Mr.  Staeey 
tires  upon  the  St.  Lawrence,  a  few  milea  below 
Ogdensburg,  and  I  hare  the  most  positire  infor- 
mation that  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  conrey- 
ing  information  to  the  enemy  for  many  months. 
He  riaited  this  plaee  a  few  days  before  the  Brit- 
ish made  the  attack  on  the  29th  of  May,  and  I 
bare  no  doubt  but  that  he  is  the  person  that  gare 
the  information  that  most  of  the  troopa  had  been 
sent  to  Niagara.  I  had  information  from  the  per- 
son that  I  employ,  on  the  other  side,  that  this 
man  would  risit  tne  harbor  about  the  last  of 
June.  He  was  accordingly  watched.  When  he 
left  O^deosburg,  he  said  he  was  ffoi>^  to  Utica 
upon  important  business.  He  told  others  that  he 
wtts  going  into  the  Western  country  to  collect 
money,  instead  of  wbicb  be  came  Co  the  harbor, 
without  ttny  ostensibk  business,  and  made  a  great 
maaj  inquiries  respecting  the  fleet:  when  (hey 
would  sail  ?  and  the  force  of  the  new  ship?  dtc. 
ly  therefore,  thought  it  my  duty  to  detain  this 
man  for  trial.  I  can  pro  re  bis  frequeftt  inter- 
cooffBe  with  the  enemy*  At  any  rate  1  shall  de- 
j^rire  the  enemy  of  the  inCorouition  which  be 
eocdd  bare  eonreyed  to  him,  which  is  all  impor- 
tant at  this  time. 

It  wOQld  be  rery  desirable  to  hang  this  traitor 
to  bis  country,  as  he  is  considered  respectable  in 
tlie  country  in  whtcb  he  liresi  and  I  think  that 
k  la  full  time  to  make  an  examine  of  some  of  our 
cooDtrymen,.  who  are  so  base  and  degenerate  aa 
to  betray  their  country  by  becoming  the  spies 
and  informers  of  our  enemy.  I  hope  the  steps 
wbvk  I  hsre  taken  with  respect  to  Mr.  Stacey 
wiQ  meet  witb  your  ftpprobatioa. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCBY. 

S*^.  W.  JoiCE0,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


musEB  or  TUB  FAiume  or  thb  ai^t 

Oir  TUB  NORTI^IW  FlMmTEBIt. 

[Comannlcaied  to  tlie  Hb«ise,  FdmMiy  %f  1814.] 
mkt  Homt  tf  BeprennMivet 

6fmUnikdSlatta: 
1  tmnsmlt  to  the  House  of  Representatires  a 
^o^t  of  the  Secretary  of  Wat,  complying  with 
their  resolution  of  tbe  31st  of  Discember  last. 
JAMES  MADISON. 
JAKOAtfr  3l8i,  t8R 


War  DBPARTmfNT,  Jan,  25, 1814. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatires  of  the  31st  of  December 
last,  requesting  such  information  (not  improper 
to  be  communicated)  as  may  tend  to  explain  the 
causes  of  the  failure  of  the  arms  of  the  United 
States  on  the  Northern  frontier,  I  hare  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  documents,  and  to  oier 
to  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of  the  rery  high  respect 
with  which  I  am,  * 

Your  most  obedient  and  rery  humble  serrant, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

The  Pas^DEirr. 

CorreBpondence  MiMenth6  &cretaty  of  War  and 
Major  Cfeneral  Dearborn^  fc 

Note  presented  to  the  Cabinet,  on  the  8th  FebMiary, 
1818,  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

The  enemy's  force  at  Montreal  and  its  depen- 
dencies has  been  stated  at  16,000  effectirea.  It 
more  probably  does  not  exceed  10  or  12^000.  The 
militia  part  of  it  may  amount  to  one  sixth  of  tbe 
whole.  Is  it  probable  that  we  shall  be  able  to 
open  the  campaign  on  Lake  Champlain,  with  a 
force  competent  to  meet  add  dislodge  this  army 
before  the  15th  of  May?  I  put  the  question  on 
this  date,  because  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that 
the  enemy  will  then  be  reinforced,  and,  of  course, 
that  new  relations,  in  point  of  strength,  will  be 
estslblished  between  us.  Our  present  regular  force, 
on  both  sides  of  Lake  Champlain,  does  not  ex- 
ceed 2,400  men.  The  addition  made  to  it  must, 
necessarily,  consist  of  recruits,  who,  for  a  time, 
will  not  be  better  than  militia;  and  when  we 
consider  that  the  recruiting  serrice  is  but  begin- 
ning, and  that  we  now  approach  the  middle  of 
Febrnaty,  the  conclusion  is,  I  think,  safe,  that  we 
cannot  more  in  this  direction,  and  thus  eariy. 
(say  lat  of  May,)  with  effect. 

It  then  remains  to  choose  between  a  coun^  of 
entire  inaction,  because  incompetent  to  the  main 
attack,  or  one  baring  a  secondary,  but  stilt  an 
important  object;  such  would  be  the  redaction 
of  that  part  of  Upper  Canada  lying  between  tbe 
town  of  Prescott,  on  tbe  St.  Lawrence  and  Late 
Erie,  including  tbe  towns  of  Kingston  and  York, 
and  the  Forts  Qeorge  and  Erie. 

On  this  line  of  frontier  the  enemy  hare, 

AtPreacDtt 300 

At  Kingston       -       •       -       -       -       .    600 
At  Qeorge  and  Erie,  dbc.    -        -       -       .  1,200 

Making  a  totil  (of  regular  troops)  of       2,10l» 

Kin|8ton  ami  Preacott,  and  the  destilictioii  of 
the  Brrtish  ships  at  the  former,  would  present  tbe 
fiist  object;  York,  and  tbe  mgates  said  to  be 
building  there,  the  second ;  George  and  Erie,  tbe 
third. 

The  force  to  be  etftpioyed  on  this  serrice  should 
not  be  less  than  6,000  effectire  regular  troops,  be- 
cause, in  this  first  enterprise  of  a  second  cMl- 
paigtt,  nothing  mnst^  if  poisSble,  be  left  to  chance. 

The  time  m  giring  execution  to  this  pbktL  ia 
dearly  indtcatedl>y  the  following  fkctar 
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l8t.  The  rirer  St.  Ltwrence  is  not  open  to  the 
purposes  of  naYigatioD  before  the  15th  of  May ; 
and 

2d.  Lake  Ontario  is  free  from  all  obstruction, 
arising  from  ice,  by  the  1st  day  of  April. 

Under  these  circumstances  we  shall  hare  six 
weeks  for  the  expedition  before  it  be  possible  for 
Sir  Qeorffe  Prevost  to  give  it  any  disturbance. 

Should  this  outline  t^  approTed,  the  details  for 
the  serrice  can  be  made  and  expedited  in  forty- 
eight  hours. 

Extract  of  a  latter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Mijor 
C^cneral  Dearborn^  dated  ^ 

War  Dspabtmint,  Feb.  10, 1813. 
^\  have  the  President's  orders  to  communicate 
to  you,  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  the  outline 
of  a  campaign,  which  you  will  immediately  in- 
stitute and  pursue  againa  Upper  Canada. 

'*  1st.  4,000  troops  will  be  assembled  at  Sack- 
ett's  Harbor. 

**  2d.  3,000  will  be  brought  together  at  Buffalo', 
and  its  yicinity. 

^3d.  The  former  of  these  corps  will  be  em- 
barked and  transported,  under  convoy  of  the  fleet, 
to  Kingston,  where  they  will  be  landed.    Kings- 
•ton/its  garrison,  and  the  British  ships  wintering 
in  tne  harbor  of  that  place,  will  be  its  first  olP 
ject.  Its  second  object  will  be  York,  (the  capital 
of  Upper  Canada,)  the  stores  collected,  and  the 
two  frigates  building  there.  Its  third  object.  Forts 
Qeorge  and  Erie^  and  their  dependencies.  In  the 
attainment  of  this  last  there  will  be  a  co-opera- 
tion between  the  two  corps.    The  composition  of 
these  will  be  as  follows : 
1st.  Bloomfield's  brigade         -        -     1,436 
2d.  Chandler's        do.     -       -       -     1,044 
3d.  Philadelphia  detachment  -       -       400 
4th.  Baltimore  do.         •        -        300 

.  5th.  Carlisle  do.         -        -        200 

6th.  Green  bush  do.         -        -        400 

7th.  Sacketi's  Harbor  do.         -        •        250 


4.030 
8th.  Several  corps  at  Buffalo,  under 
the  command  of  Col.  Porter, 
and  the  recruits    belonging 
thereto         -        -       -       -       3,000 


Total 


7030 


^The  time  for  executing  the  enterprise  will  be 
governed  by  the  opening  of  Lake  Ontario,  which 
Ofuatly  takes  place  about  the  first  of  April. 

"The  Adjutant  General  has  orders  to  put  the 
more  Southern  detachments  in  march  as  expe- 
ditiouslv  as  possible.  The  two  brigades  on  Lake 
Cbamplain  you  will  move  so  as  to  gtve  them  full 
time  to  reach  their  place  of  destination  by  the  25(h 
of  March.  The  route  by  Blizabeth  will,  1  think, 
be  the  shortest  and  best.  They  will  be  replaced 
by  some  new  raised  regiments  from  the  East. 

'^ToQ  will  put  into  your  movements  as  much 
privacy  as  may  be  compatible  with  their  execu- 
tion.   They  may  be  masked  by  reporu  that  Saek- 


ett's  Harbor  it  in  danger,  and  that  the  prineipti 
effort  will  be  made  on  the  Niagara,  in  co-opem- 
tion  with  General  Harrison.  As  the  roote  to 
Sacketi's  Harbor,  and  to  Niagara,  is,  for  a  con- 
siderable distai^e,  the  same,  it  may  be  well  to  in- 
timate, even  in  orders,  that  the  lauer  is  the  desti- 
nation of  the  two  brigades  now  at  Lake  Cham- 
plain." 

Albany,  February  18, 1813^ 

Sir:  Tour  despatches  of  the  lOch  were  recei- 
ved last  evening.  Nothing  shall  be  omitted,  on 
my  part,  in  endeavoring  to  carry  into  effect  the 
expedition  proposed. 

1  fear  the  very  large  magazines  of  provisions 
on  Lake  Cbamplain  will  be  unsafe,  unless  a  con- 
siderable part  is  removed  at  some  distance  from  the 
store,  or  considerable  force  is  assembled  at  Bur- 
lington, and  vicinity,  by  the  time  the  two  brig- 
ades shall  move.  Another  motive  for  having  a 
large  force  on  that  lake  will  be,  that  of  pre- 
venting the  enemy  from  sending  almost  his  whole 
force  from  Lower  Canada  to  Kingston,  as  soon 
as  our  intentions  shall  be  so  far  Known  as  to 
afford  satisfactory  evidence  of  our  intentions  in 
relation  to  the  conquest  of  Upper  Canada ;  and 
unless  an  imposing  force  shall  menace  Lower  Can- 
ada, the  enemy's  whole  force  may  be  concentra- 
ted in  Upper  Canada,  and  require  as  large  a  force 
to  operate  against  them  as  would  be  necessary  to 
operate  towards  Montreal.  It  may  be  advisable 
to  draw  out  a  body  of  New  Hampshire  militia  to 
serve,  for  a  short  time,  in  Vermont.  Yoo  wiH 
judge  of  the  expediency  of  such  a  measure ;  but  t 
do  not  believe  that  there  will  be  a  sufficient  bodf 
of  new  raised  troops  in  season  for  taking  the  place 
of  the  two  brigades. 

I  this  day  received  a  letter  from  Colonel  Porter, 
in  which  he  informs  me  that  Gkneral  Winchester 
had  arrived  at  Niagara,  \rith  such  of  his  troops  as 
had  escaped  the  tomahawk,  and  that  they  were 
crossing  over  on  parole.  He  states  that,  at  the  close 
of  the  action,  all  those  who,  by  wounds  or  other 
causes,  were  unable  to  march,  were  indiscrimi- 
nately put  to  death.  Such  outrageona  conduct 
will  require  serious  attention,  especially  when 
British  troops  are  concerned  in  the  action. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  DBARBORN. 

Hon.  J.  Armstbono,  Sec*ry  of  War. 


War  Department,  Feb.  34^  1818. 
Sir:  Before  1  left  New  York,  and  till  very  re- 
cently since  my  arrival  here,  I  was  infonned| 
through  various  channels,  that  a  Winter  or  Spring 
attack  upon  Kingston  was  not  praeticable,  on  ac- 
count of  the  snow  which  generally  lays  to  the 
depth  of  two.  and  sometimes  three  feet,  OYer 
all  that  Northern  region  during  those  seaaona^ 
Hence  it  is,  that  in  the  plan  recently  communi- 
cated, it  was  thought  safest  and  best  to  make  the 
attack  by  a  combination  of  n&val  and  militmrjr 
means,  and  to  approach  our  object,  not  by  di- 
rectly crossing  the  St.  Lawrence  on  the  iee,  bnt 
by  setting  out  from  Saekett's  Harbor,  in  eoneert 
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with,  and  ander  conroy  of,  tbe  fleet.  Later  in- 
forroatioD  differs  from  that  on  which  this  plan 
was  founded ;  aod  the  fortunate  issue  of  Major 
Forsyth's  last  expedition  shows  that  small  enter- 
prises, at  least,  may  be  saccessfuUy  executed  at 
the  present  season.  Tbe  adrice  given  in  your 
letter  of  the  »—  instant,  has  a  bearing  also  on 
the  same  point  and  to  the  same  effect.  If  the 
enemy  be  really  weak  at  Kingston,  and  approach- 
able by  land  and  ice,  Pike  (who  will  be  a  brigadier 
in  a  day  or  two)  may  be  put  into  motion  from 
Lake  Champlain,  by  the  Chateauge  route,  (in 
sleighs)  and,  with  the  two  bridges,  cross  the  St. 
Lawrence  where  it  may  be  thought  best,  destroy 
tbe  armed  ships,  and  seize  and  hold  Kingston, 
until  you  can  join  him  with  the  other  corps  des- 
tined for  the  future  objects  of  the  expedition ;  and, 
if  pressed  by  PreFost,  before  such  junction  can 
be  effected,  he  may  withdraw  himself  to  Sack- 
eit's  Harbor,  or  other  place  of  security  on  our 
side  of  the  line.  This  would  be  much  tbe  shorter 
road  to  the  object,  and  perhaps  the  safer  one,  as 
tbe  St.  Lawrence  is  now  everywhere  well  bridged, 
and  offers  no  obstruction  to  either  attack  or  re- 
treat. Such  a  movement  will,  no  doobt,  be  soon 
known  to  Prevost,  and  cannot  but  disquiet  him. 
The  dilemma  it  presents  will  be  serious.  Either 
be  must  give  up  his  western  posts,  or,  to  save 
tbein,  he  must  carry  himself  in  force,  and  promptly, 
to  Upper  Canada.  In  the  latter  case,  he  will  be 
embarrassed  for  subsistence.  His  convoys  of  pro- 
Tiaion  will  be  open  to  our  attacks,  on  a  line  of 
nearly  one  hunared  miles,  and  his  position  at 
Montreal  much  weakened.  Another  decided  ad- 
vantage will  be,  to  let  us  into  the  secret  of  his 
real  strength.  If  he  be  able  to  make  heavy  de- 
tachments to  cover,  or  to  recover  Kingston,  and 
to  protect  his  supplies,  and  after  all,  maintain 
himself  at  Montreal  and  on  Lake  Champlain,  he 
18  stronger  than  I  imagined,  or  than  any  well  au- 
thenticated reports  make  him  to  be. 

With  regard  to  our  magazines,  my  belief  is. 
that  we  have  nothing  to  fear;  because,  as  stated 
above,  Prevost's  attention  must  be  given  to  the 
Western  posts,  and  to  our  movements  against 
them.  He  will  notvdare  to  advance  Southwardly 
while  a  heavy  corps  is  operating  on  his  flank,  and 
menacing  his  line  of  communication.  But,  on 
the  other  supposition,  they  (the  magazines)  may 
be  easily  secured ;  first,  by  taking  them  to  Wills- 
boroogh ;  or.  second,  to  Burlington  ;  or,  third,  by 
a  militia  call,  to  protect  them  where  they  are. 
Orders  are  given  for  the  march  of  the  Eastern 
velanteers,  excepting  Ulmer's  regiment  and  two 
companies  of  axe-men,  sent  to  open  the  route  to 
tbe  Ghaodiere. 

The  Southern  detachments  will  be  much 
stronger  than  I  bad  supposed ;  that  from  Phila- 
delphia will  mount  up  nearly  to  1.000  effectives. 

With  great  respect,  dear  General,  I  am,  dbc, 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Gen.  Dearbobn. 

HsAoauARTBBa,  Albany,  Feb.  25,  '14. 
Sir:  1  this  day  received,  by  express,  from  CoL 
Maeombi  the  enclosed  account  from  Major  For- 


syth. His  known  zeal  for  a  small  partisan  war- 
fare has  induced  me  to  give  him  repeated  caution 
against  such  measures,  on  his  part, as  would  prob- 
ably produce  such  retaliating  strokes  as  he  would 
be  unable  to  resist;  but  I  fear  my  advice  has  not 
been  as  folly  attended  to  as  could  have  been 
wished.  He  is  an  excellent  officer,  and,  under 
suitable  circumstances,  would  be  of  important 
service. 

I  have  requested  the  Governor  to  order  Gene- 
ral Brown  out  with  threeor  four  hundred  of  such 
militia  as  he  can  soonest  assemble  to  join  For- 
syth ;  and  I  have  ordered , Colonel  Pike,  with  four 
hundred  of  his  command,  to  proceed,  in  sleighs, 
by  what  is  considered  the  shortest  and  best  route, 
to  tbe  neighborhood  of  Ogdensburg,  or  to  Sack- 
ett's  Harbor.  On  his  arrival  at  Pottsdam,or  Can- 
ton, or  Russel,  he  will  be  able  to-communicate 
with  Brown  or  Forsyth,  or  both,  and  act  with 
them  as  circumstances  may  require. 

The  affair  at  Ogdensburs  will  be  a  fair  excuse 
for  moving  troops  in  that  direction  ;  and,  by  this 
movement,  it  will  be  ascertained  whether  tbe 
same  route  will  be  tbe  best  in  future;  the  distance 
by  that  route  from  Platisburg  to  Sackett's  Har- 
bor is  but  little  more  than  one-half  of  what  it 
would  be  by  the  route  proposed,  and  I  am  assured 
by  a  gentleman  whom  I  can  confide  in,  that  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  by  that  route. 

Chauncey  has  not  returned  from  New  York. 
I  am  satisfied  that,  if  he  had  arrived  as  soon  as  I 
had  expected  him,  we  might  have  made  a  stroke 
at  Kingston  on  tbe  ice ;  but  his  presence  was  ne* 
cessary  for  having  the  aid  of  the  seamen  and 
marines. 

From  a  letter  received  this  day  from  Colonel 
Porter,  at  Niagara,  it  appears  that  the  enemy 
were  preparing  to  strike  at  Black  Rock.  I  can 
give  him  no  assistance. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect  and  esteem,  your  obedi- 
ent humble  servant,  H.  DCARBORN 

Hon  J.  Armstrong,  Sec*ry  of  War, 

FfiBROART  22, 1813. 

Sir:  I  have  only  time  to  inform  that  the  en- 
emy, with  a  very  superior  force,  succeeded  in  tak- 
ing Ogdensburg  this  morning  about  nine  o'clock. 
They  had  about  two  men  to  our  one,  exclusive 
of  Indians.  Numbers  of  the  enemy  are  dead  on 
the  field.  Not  more  than  twenty  of  our  men  killed 
and  wounded ;  Lieutenant  Beard  is  among  the 
latter. 

I  have  made  a  saving  retreat  of  about  eight  or 
nine  miles.    I  could  not  get  all  the  wounded  otL 

We  have  killed  two  S[  the  enemy  to  one  of 
ours  killed  by  them.  We  want  ammunition  and 
some  provisions  sent  on  to  us,  also  sleighs  for  the 
wounded. 

If  you  can  send  me  three  hundred  men  all  shall 
be  retaken,  and  Prescott  too,  or  I  will  lose  my 
life  in  the  attempt.    I  shall  write  you  more  par- 
ticularly to-day.    Yours,  with  due  respect, 
BENJAMIN  FORSYTH, 
CapU  Rifle  Reg.^  Commanding. 

Col.  Maoomb,  SaeketVB  Harbor. 
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Ettract  of  a  letter  from  General  Betrbom  to  the  8ec* 
retaiy  of  War,  dated 

Albany,  February  26. 1813. 
*^  Ha?iog  received  io formation  that  Sir  George 
PreYost  was  sioviDg  towards  Upper  Canada,  with 
considerable  force,  but  not  such  at  can  be  fully 
relied  on,  I  have,  however,  ordered  four  hundred 
more  of  Pike's  command  to  follow  the  first  de- 
tachment without  delaf." 

HcADauABTBEs,  S^ackbtt's  HARBOa, 
March  Z,ISIZ. 

Sir  :  Having  been  informed  that  Sir  George 
Frevost  had  adlourned  the  Legislature  at  Quebec, 
assigning  as  the  motive  that  His  Majesty's  ser- 
vice required  his  presence  in  Upper  Canada,  and 
having  received  certain  information  of  his  pass- 
ing Montreal  and  having  arrived  at  Kingston,  I 
set  out  immediately  for  this  place,  having  ordered 
the  force  at  Greenbush,  and  part  of  Colonel  Pike's 
command,  in  sleighs,  for  this  place.  I  arrived 
here  in  fifty-two  hours.  I  am  now  satisfied,  from 
such  information  as  is  entitled  to  full  credit,  that 
a  force  has  been  collected  flrom  Cluebec,  Montre- 
al, and  Upper  Canada,  of  from  six  to  eight  thou- 
sand men,  at  Kingston,  and  that  we  may  expect 
an  attack  within  forty-eight  hours,  and  perhaps 
sooner. 

The  militia  have  been  called  in,  and  every  ef- 
fort will.  I  trust,  be  made  to  defend  the  post;  but 
I  fear  neither  the  troops  from  Greenbush  nor 
Plattsburg  will  arrive  io  season  to  afford  their 
aid.  I  have  seat  expresses  to  have  them  hur- 
ned  on. 

Commodore  Chauncey  has  not  arrived;  he 
#111  be  here  to-morrow.  The  armed  vessels  have 
not  been  placed  in  the  positions  intended  by  the 
Commodore. 

Qos  total  foree  may  be  estimated  at  nearly  three 
thousand  of  all  descriptions. 

Sir  Georffe  Prevost  is  represented  to  be  deter- 
mined to  effect  his  object  at  all  events,  and  will 
undoobtedly  make  every  effort  in  his  power  for 
tbepurpose. 

We  flimll,  I  trust,  give  him  a  warm  reception ; 
b«t.  if  his  force  is  such  as  Is  expected,  and  should 
saxe  aa  attack  before  our  troops  arrive  from 
Qreeobnsh  and  Plattsbarf  at  Sacicett's  Harbor, 
tbe  resalt  may  at  least  be  doubtfiU. 

I  have  the  ncmor,  sir,  to  be,  Aa. 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Hon.  JoBM  Abmstrono. 

Secretary  if  War, 

Sackbtt's  Harbos,  March  9, 1813. 
Sir:  I  have  not  yet  bad  the  honor  of  a  ristt 
fiiom  Sir  Gkorge  PrevosL  His  whole  force  is 
concentrated  at  Kingston,  probably  amounting  to 
six  or  seven  thousand ;  about  three  thousand  of 
them  regular  troops.  The  ice  is  good,  and  we 
expect  hira  every  day :  and  every  measure  for 
preventing  a  surprise  is  in  constant  activitv.  The 
troops  from  Greenbush  (upwards  of  400)  have 
arrived.    I  hare  heavd  neiiiiiif  fhMB  Pike;  he 


should  hwre  been  here  yesterday.  I  have  seni 
three  expresses  to  meet  him ;  neither  has  retamedl. 
I  hare  suspicions  of  the  express  employed  by  \km 
Quartermaster  General  to  convey  the  orders  to 
Pike  ;  the  earliest  measures  were  taken  for  coa- 
veyin^  a  duplicate  of  his  orders.  I  hope  to  hear 
from  nim  to-day.  His  arrival,  with  eight  hun- 
dred good  troops,  would  be  very  important  at  this 
time.  The  enemy  are  apprized  of  his  ou>v»> 
mcnt. 

I  begin  to  entertain  some  doubts  whether  Sit 
Gkorge  will  venture  to  attack  us^  but  shall  not 
relax  in  being  prepared  to  give  him  a  decent  re- 
ception. 

I  should  feel  easier  if  Pike  should  arrive  in 
season.  I  am  in  want  of  ofllcers  of  experience. 
My  whole  force,  exclusive  of  seamen  and  naariaesi 
who  will  be  confined  to  the  vessels,  and  hare  bo 
share  in  the  action,  until  my  force  shall  be  worst- 
ed, amounts  to  nearly  3,000,  exclusive  of  450  m^ 
litis  at  Brownville,  and  on  the  road  leading  from 
Kingston,  by  land.  Within  two  or  three  daf  a 
I  may  have  300  naore  militia  from  Rome  an4 
Utica. 

The  ice  will  not  probably  be  passsaUe  mere 
than  from  six  to  ten  da^s  longer;  it  is  nol  lua- 
aily  passable  after  the  loth  of  March.  Thn  im<> 
expected  movement  of  the  enemy  wiU  effeetualiy 
oppose  the  movements  contemplaled  on  oar  pars, 
and  I  shall  not  think  it  advisable  to  order  General 
Chandler  to  move  at  piesent.  As  soon  as  tliefiitt 
of  this  place  shall  be  decided,  we  shall  he  aUe  tft 
determine  on  other  measures,  if  we  kold  this 
place,  we  will  command  the  lake,  aad  be  aUe  ^ 
act  in  concert  with  the  troops  at  Niagara)  whija 
Chandler's  bncade,  with  such  other  troops  asmaf 
assemhle  in  Vermoat,  may  induce  a  return  of  fr 
considerable  part  of  those  troops  that  have  left 
Lower  Canada. 

When  I  ordered  Pike  to  mov^  I  directed  Gear 
eral  Chandler  to  have  the  provision  at  PlaUsbana 
moved  to  Bnrlington.  There  was  bat  a  soull 
proportion  of  oar  magaxines  at  Plattsburg;  tbay 
are  principally  at  Borlington  and  White  HalL 

Yonrs,  wit4  respect  aad  es(eemi 

H.  DEABBORIf. 

Hon.  Joan  AaMaTROiio. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Deatbom  la 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

March  14,  ISU. 
'*  From  the  most  recent  and  probable  inibniaa* 
tien  I  have  obtained,  I  am  induced  to  believe  tJMt 
Sir  Qeorge  Prevost  has  eoaduded  that  it  is  too 
late  to  attack  this  place.  He  undoubtedly  nac4i* 
tated  a  coup^le-main  agaiasc  the  sji)ipping  kere. 
All  the  appre^nsion  is  now  at  Kingston.  Sic 
Qeorge  has  visited  York  and  Niagara,  and  c^ 
turn^  to  Montreal.  Several  bodies  of  troops 
have  lately  passed  up  from  Montreal ;  but  sudi 
precautions  have  been  taken  to  prevent  their  nsm- 
ber  being  ascertained,  as  to  render  it  impossible  to 
form  aajr  accurate  opinion  of  their  forces,  or  evea 
to  imagine  very  nearly  what  they  amoont  to. 
Prom  tarioas  sDurcety  I  am  perfectly  aatisfisj 
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tbal  chey  are  not  in  loffiotent  force  to  Tenture  an 
attack  on  this  place,  knowing,  as  they  do,  that 
we  Jta re  collected  a  fine  body  of  troops  from  Qreen- 
bnsh  and  Plattsbure;,  and  that  the  militia  hare 
l^een  called  in.  We  are  probably  just  strong 
enoof  b  on  each  side  to  defend ;  but  not  in  suffi- 
cient force  to  hazard  an  offensiFe  movement. 
The  difference  of  attacking  and  beinff  attacked, 
as  it  regards  the  contiguous  posts  of  Kingston 
and  Saciett's  Harbor,  cannot  be  estimated  at  less 
than  three  or  four  thousand  men,  arising  from 
the  circumstance  of  militia  acting  merely  on  the 
defensire.  I  hare  ordered  General  Chattier 
with  the  9th,  21st,  and  25th  regiments,  to  march 
for  this  place;  Clark's  regiment,  and  a  company 
of  artillery,  to  be  left  at  Burlington  for  the  pres- 
ent, where  the  regiment  will  be  filled  in  a  few 
weeks.  I  hare  ordered  the  recruits  for  the  three 
regiments  that  will  march  for  this  place  to  be 
aent  to  Qreenbush,  and  Colonel  Lamed  is  ordered 
there  to  reeeiTe  them  with  Backus's  dismount- 
ed dragoons,  and  other  detachments  from  Pitts- 
ieM.» 

Bztnwt  of  m  letter  from  Migor  General  Dearborn  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated, 

Sackbtt's  Harbor,  March  16, 1813. 
'*  It  was  Yesterday  unantmously  determined,  in 
a  ceoocil  ol  the  principal  officers,  including  Com- 
nodore  Chauneey,  that  we  ought  not,  under  ez- 
iaciQ^  circumstances,  to  make  an  attempt  on 
Kingston,  before  the  naval  force  can  acL  The 
harbors  in  thia  lake  will  not  probably  be  04>en  so 
aa  to  admit  of  the  vessels  being  mo  red  until  ahout 
iJbelSthof  AprU." 

Batiaetef  a  letter  froai'Mejor  General  DMahoratotbe 
Secretary  of  War,  without  date,  proposing  to  pose 
by  Kiageton,  and  attack  York,  dec. 
^  To  take  or  destroy  the  armed  vessels  at  York 
wiU  gfre-  as  the  complete  command  of  the  Lake. 
Commodore  ChauiMey  eaa  take  with  him  ten  or 
twelve  hundred  troops,  to  be  commanded  by 
Pike>  take  York,  from  thence  proceed  to  Niaga- 
ra«and  attack  Fort  Cteor^e  by  land  and  water, 
while  the  troops  at  BufEalo  cross  over  and  carry 
Forts  Brie  and  Chippewa,  and  join  those  at 
9ortvQeoige,  and  thei^oollect  our  whole  force  for 
a»  attaok  on  Ktaffatao.  After  the  most  mature 
ittibaraiiou,  the  aoovewaaeensidered  by  Com*^ 
tMddre  Cliaunoey  and  myself  aa  the  most  certain 
4f  «lifmaia  iiwctss<" 


BlEtsaet  of  a  lelAer  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Mar 

jor  General  Dearborn,  dated 

War  Dbpartmbnt,  March  29, 18ia 

"Your  despatches  of  the  11th  and  14th  instant 

fromiSaehett's  Harbor,  and  one  of  theDSd,  from 

AlWny,  have  been  received.    The  correspond- 

aace  between  you  and  Major  Murray,  in  relation 

laao  eichaage  of  prisoner v^as  been  referred  to 

the  Department  of  State.    The  alteration  in  the 

aiaa  of  campaign,  so  as  to  make  Kingston  the 

kat  object;  iastead  of  making  it  ihe  fifstj  would 


appear  to  be  necessary,  or  at  least  proper ;  but  the 
force  assigned  to  the  attack  of  the  upper  posts,  is 
believed  to  be  too  small. 

"Accident  may  prevent  a  co-operation  of  the 
corps  at  Bufialo.    That  sent  from  Sackett's  Har- 
bor should  have  in  itself  the  power  of  reducing 
Forts  George  and  Erie,  and  holding  in  check  the 
militia  who  may  be  sent  to  support  them.    The 
ships  can  give  little  aid  in  the  business,  except 
merely  in  covering  the  landing.  Double  the  num- 
ber you  propose  sending  would  not  be  too  many. 
Various  considerations  recommend  the  employ- 
ment of  a  larse  and  decisive  force,  and  nooe,  that 
I  can  think  of,  dissuuie  from  it.    If  our  first  step 
in  the  campaign,  and  in  the  quarter  from  which 
most  is  expected,  should  fail,  the  disgrace  of  our 
arms  will  be  complete.    The  public  will  lose  all 
coftfideoee  in  us,  and  we  shall  even  cease  to  have 
any  in  ourselves.    The  party  who  first  opensa 
oampajga  has  many  advantages  over  his  antago- 
nist ;  all  of  which,  however,  are  the  result  of  his 
bein^  able  to  carryhis  whole  force  against  a  pait 
of  his  enemies.    Washington  carried  his  whole 
force  against  the  Hessians,  in  New  Jersey,  and 
beating  them,  recovered  that  moral  strength,  that 
sell^eonfidence,  which  he  had  lost  by  many  pre- 
ceding disasters.    We  are  now  in  that  sute  of 
Erostracion  that  he  was  in,  after  he  crossed  the 
Delaware;  but,  like  him,  we  may  soon  get  on 
our  legs  again,  if  we  are  able  to  give  some  hard 
blows  at  &e  opeaiag  of  the  campaign.    In  this 
we  cannot  fail,  provided  the  force  we  employ 
against  his  Western  posts  be  sufficiently  haivv. 
They  must  stand  or  fall  by  their  own  strei^th. 
They  are  perfeetly  isolated,  aa(l  4>ut  of  the  reach 
of  reinforcements ;  send,  therefore,  a  force  that 
shall  overwhelm  them — that  shall  leave  nothing 
to  chance.    If  I  had  not  another  motive,  I  would 
carry  my  whole  strength,  merely  that  their  first 
service  should  be  a  successful  one.    The  good 
^ttcU  of  this  will  be  felt  th/oughout  the  cam- 
paign. 

^  I  Kave  haatened  to  give  you  th€»e  thoifghtSL 
uiKler  a  full  conviatioo  of  their  usefulness;  and 
shall  only  add,  that  there  is  no  drawback  upon 
this  poliay.  When  the  fleet  and  army  aregoae, 
we  have  nothing  at  Sackett's  Harbor  to  guard, 
nor  will  the  pku^  present  an  object  to  the  enemy. 
"  How  then  would  it  read  that  we  had  lost  our 
object  on  the  Niagara,  while  we  had  another 
brigade  at  Saeleett^  Harhor  doing  nothing?" 


Extmct  of  a  letter  from  H^jor  General  Bearbonii  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Auua  Y,.  April  5, 1813. 
'*  i  have  this  day  heen  honored  with  your  laClar 
of  the  39th  ultimo.  Aa  iroops  cannot,  arith  aafa- 
ty,  be  transported  from  Saekeu's  Harbor  to  York, 
or  Niagara^  in  hatteaux  or  flat-bottomed  boats,  I 
must  depend  on  Commodore  Chauncey's  anaed 
vessels,  with  one  or  twu  other  aleopt,  Cmt  the  trans- 
portation of  our  troops ;  and  it  waw  considered 
doubtful,  whether  wore  than  twelve  hundred  vMi 
could  be  so  conveyedi  which  number  I  oonsideied 
amply  aafficieat  for  the  two  first  objeeta  coalaM* 
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plated,  but  as  many  as  can  be  transported  with 
safety  shall  be  sent.  The  co-operation  of  the 
troops  under  General  Lewis  may  be  relied  on. 
Boyd  and  Winder  are  with  him,  and  nothing  bat 
outrageous  sales  of  wind  can  prevent  success. 

"  The  troops  from  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania 
arrived  last  evening.  They,  with  the  other  de- 
tachments at  Greenbush,  will  proceed  towards 
Liake  Ontario  within  two  or  three  days.  As  soon 
as  practicable,  after  sending  off  the  troops,  I  shall 
move  Westward." 


War  Department,  Apnl  19, 1813. 

Sir:  Taking  for  granted  that  General  Prevost 
has  not  been  al)te  or  willing  to  reinforce  Maiden, 
Brie,  and  George,  and  that  be  has  assembled  at 
Kingston  a  force  of  ^' six  or  eight  thousand  men," 
as  stated  by  ^ou,  we  must  conclude  that  he  means 
to  hazard  bis  more  western  posts,  shorten  his 
line  of  defence,  and  place  his  right  flank  on  Lake 
Ontario. 

This  arrangement  is,  no  doubt,  in  consequence 
of  our  preparations  at  Sackett's  Harbor.    These 

fBve  him  reason  to  fear  that  we  meant  to  cut 
is  line  of  communication  at  that  point,  which, 
so  long  as  he  has  a  hope  of  keeping  the  com- 
mand of  the  lake,  is  one  of  infinite  importance  to 
his  views. 

The  danger,  however,  now  is,  that,  in  the  event 
of  the  success  of  our  present  expedition,  he  may 
lose  this  hope,  abandon  Kingston,  and  concen- 
trate his  forces  at  Montreal. 

This  event  is,  in  my  opinion,  so  probable,  as  to 
render  necessary  a  communication  of  the  views 
of  the  President,  in  relation  to  4he  movements 
on  your  part,  (which  shall  be  subsequent  to  those 
DOW  making,)  on  two  suppositions : 

1st.  That  the  enemy  will  keep  his  ground  at 
Kinffston;  and, 

2d.  That  he  will  abandon  that  ground  and 
withdraw  from  Montreal. 

On  the  first  supposition,  there  is  no  difficulty 
in  either  selecting  our  object,  or  the  means  of 
pariuiog  it.  We  ought  to  destroy  the  commu- 
nication between  Kingston  and  Montreal,  by  in- 
terposing a  competent  force  between  the  two, 
and  assailing  the  former  by  a  joint  operation  of 
military  and  naval  means. 

Local  circumstances  favor  this  project.  A 
few  armed  boats  on  Lake  St.  Francis  stops  all 
intercourse  by  water;  in  which  case,  cannon, 
military  stores,  and  articles  of  subsistence  in 
bulk,  cannot  be  conveyed  between  Montreal  and 
Kingston. 

From  Lake  Ontario  to  Ogdensburg  we  com- 
mand the  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  by  our 
armed  vessels,  and,  under  their  protection,  our 
army  can  be  passed  over  and  established  on  the 
Canada  side,  at  the  point  deemed  most  proper 
for  attack. 

On  the  other  supposition,  that  the  British  gar- 
rison is  withdrawn  from  Kingston  to  Montreal, 
the  old  question  of  approaching  him  by  Lake 
Champlain,  or  by  the  St.  Lawrence,  recurs,  and 
ought  now  to  be  settled,  so  that  there  should  be 


no  unnecessary  pause  in  our  operations  at  a  later 
and  more  momentous  period  of  the  cainpai^n. 

The  circumstances  in  favor  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence route  are  these — 

1st.  Our  force  is  now  upon  it. 

2d.  tt  furnishes  a  conveyance  by  water  Uie 
whole  distance. 

3d.  The  enemy  is  not  fortified  on  the  St.  Law- 
rence side,  and  has  on  it  no  strong  oatposU^ 
which  must  be  forced,  in  order  to  secure  oor 
flanks  and  rear,  while  engaged  in  the  main  at- 
tack; and, 

4th.  By  approaching  his  flank  (as  this  ro«te 
enables  you  to  do)  instead  of  his  front,  we  com- 
pel him  to  change  his  position,  in  which  case  he 
must  do  one  of  four  things;  either  he  must  oc- 
cupy the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  give  up  the 
south,  or  he  must  occupy  the  south  side  and  give 
up  the  nor^h,  or  he  must  confine  himself  to  the 
island,  and  give  up  both  sides,  or  lastly,  he  most 
occupy  both  hides,  and  in  this  case  expose  him- 
self to  be  beaten  in  detail. 

None  of  these  advantages  are  to  be  found  in 
approaching  him  by  the  other  route.  Our  troops 
are  not  upon  it ;  we  cannot  move  by  water ;  his 
outposts  are  fortified,  and  must  be  carried  by  as- 
sault ;  bis  front  is  toe  only  assailable  point,  and 
that  is  covered  by  the  St.  Lawrence;  our  attack 
must  be  made  exactly  where  he  wishes  it  to  be 
made ;  all  his  arrangements  and  defences  are.  of 
course,  in  full  operation,  nor  is  he  compellea  to 
disturb  them  in  the  smallest  degree.  In  a  word, 
we  must  fight  him  on  hit  previous  dispositions 
and  plans,  and  not  on  any  of  our  own. 

These  reasons  are  deemed  conclusive  for  pre- 
ferring the  route  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  your 
measures  (subsequent  to  your  present  expedition) 
will,  therefore;  be  conformed  to  this  view  of  the 
subject. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Dearborn. 


Extract  of  a  letter  iW>m  Major  General  Dearborn  Co 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Sackett's  Harbor,  April  23, 1813. 
^  The  troops  embarked  yesterday.  Every  Tea- 
sel is  crowded  with  as  many  men  as  possible; 
the  total  number,  1600,  of  the  best  men.  I  tmac 
we  shall  sail  within  one  or  two  hours.  If  the 
sails  for  a  new  vessel  arrive  within  a  day  or  two^ 
and  a  small  sloop  from  Oswego,  which  ought  to 
have  been  here  hve  days  since,  on^^  hundred  ai|d 
fifty  more  men  will  go  in  them.  The  ice  did  not 
move  out  until  the  19th;  I  arrived  on  the  SOth.** 

Hbadquartirs,  York,  Upf  br  Canada, 
Apnl  28, 1813. 
Sir  :  After  a  detention  of  some  days,  bf  ad- 
verse winds,  we  arrived  here  yesterday  mortiio|^, 
and  at  eight  o^clock  commenced  landing  oar 
troops  about  three  miles  westward  of  the  towo, 
and  one  and  a  half  from  the .  enemy's  worksu 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


3886 


APPWfDTS.. 


2m 


Failure  of  the  Northern  Army. 


The  wind  was  his;h  and  in  ao  nnfayorable  direc- 
tioD  for  our  boafs,  which  prerented  the  troops 
landing  at  a  clear  field,  (the  ancient  site  of  the 
French  fort  Tarento.)    The  on  favorable  wind 
prereoted  as  many  of  the  armed  vessels  from 
taking  such  positions  as  would  effectually  cover 
our  landing  as  they  otherwise  would  have  done  ; 
bnt  everything  that  could  be  done  was  effected. 
Our  riflemen  under  Major  Forsyth  first  landed 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  Indians  and  oth^r  troops. 
General  Sheaffe  commanded  in  person.    He  had 
collected  his  whole  force  in  the  woods  near  where 
the  wind  obliged  our  troops  to  land,  consisting 
of  about  seven  hundred  regulars  and  militia,  and 
one  hundred  Indians.    Major  Forsyth  was  sup- 
ported, as  promptly  as  possible,  with  other  troops ; 
out  the  contest  was  sharp  and  severe  for  near 
half  an  hour.    The  enemy  was  repulsed  by  a  far 
less  Dumber  than  their  own,  and  as  soon  as  Gen- 
eral Pike  landed  with  seven  or  eight  hundred 
men,  and  the  remainder  of  the  troops  were  push- 
ing for  the  shor^,  the  enemy  retreated  to  their 
works ;  and  as  soon  as  the  whole  of  the  troops 
had  landed  and  formed  on  the  clear  ground  in- 
tended for  the  first  landing,  they  advanced  through 
a  thick  wood  to  the  open  ground  near  the  ene- 
my's works,  and  after  carrying  one  battery  by 
assault,  were  moving  on  in  columns  towards  the 
main  works :  when  the  head  of  the  columns  was 
within  about  sixty  rods  of  the  enemy,  a  tremen- 
dous explosion  occurred  from  a  large  magazine 
prepared  for  the  purpose,  which  discharged  such 
immense  quantities  of  stone  as  to  produce  a  most 
unfortunate  effect  on  our  troops.    I  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  collect  the  returns  of  our  killed  and 
wounded,  but  our  loss  by  the  explosion  must,  I 
fear,  exceed  one  hundred;  and  among  them  I 
have  to  lament  the  loss  of  the  brave  and  excel- 
lent officer  Brigadier  General  Pike,  who  received 
such  a  contusion  from  a  large  stone  as  termina- 
ted his  valuable  life  within  a  few  hours.    His 
loss  will  be  severely  felt.    Previous  to  the  ex- 
plosion, the  enemy  had  retired  into  town,  except- 
ing a  party  of  regular  troops,  which  did  not  re- 
tire early  enough  to  avoid  the  shock ;  it  is  said 
that  upwards  of  forty  of  them  were  destroyed. 
General  Sheaffe  moved    off  with  the  regular 
troops,  and  left  directions  with  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  militia  to  make  the  best  terms  he 
could.    In  the  meantime,  all  further  resistance' 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy  ceased,  and  the  out- 
lines of  a  capitulation  were  agreed  on.    As  soon 
as  I  was  informed  of  General  Pfke's  being  wound- 
ed, I  went  on  shore.    I  had  been  induced  to  con- 
fide the  immediate  command  of  the  troops  in 
action  to. General  Pike  from  a  conviction  that  he 
fully  expected  it,  and  would  be  much  mortifie  i 
at  being  deprived  of  the  honor,  which  he  highly 
appreciated.    Every  movement  was  under  my 
Tiew.    Our  troops  behaved  with  great  firmness, 
and  deserve  much  applause,  especially  those  who 
were  first  engaged,  under  circumstances  that 
would  have  tried  the  firmness  of  veterans.    Our 
loss  in  the  action  in  the  morning,  and  in  carry- 
ing the  first  battery,  was  not  great,  probably 
al^Qt  fif^y  killed  and  wounded ;  among  them 


were  a  full  proportion  of  officers  ;  and  although 
the  enemy  had  a  decided  advantage  in  point  of 
numbers  and  position  at  the  commencement, 
their  loss  was  greater  than  ours,  particularly  in 
officers. 

It  was  with  the  greatest  exertion  that  the  small 
vessels  of  the  fleet  could  work  into  the  harbor 
against  a  gale  of  x^ind  directly  ahead ;  but  as 
soon  as  they  got  in  contact  with  the  batteries  a 
tremendous  cannonade  commenced  from  24  and 
32  pounders,  and  was  kept  up  without  intermis- 
sion  under  a'heavy  fire  from  two  batteries,  until 
the  enemy's  batteries  were  carried  or  blown  up 
by  the  explosion,  which  undoubtedly  had  a  pow- 
erful effect  on  the  enemy.  I  am  under  thegreat- 
est  obligations  to  Commodore  Chauncey  for  his 
able  and  indefati^ble  exertions  in  every  possible 
mannnr  that  could  give  facility  and  effect  to  the 
expedition.  He  is  equally  estimable  for  deliber- 
ate, sound  judgment,  bravery,  and  industry.  The 
Government  could  not  have  made  a  more  fortu- 
nate selection  for  the  important  tru};t  he  holds. 
Unfortunately,  the  enemy's  armed  ship,  the 
^Prince  Regent,''  left  this  place  for  Kington 
four  days  before  we  arrived.  A  lar^e  ship  on 
the  stocks,  and  nearly  planked  up,  with  a  large 
stock  of  naval  stores,  was  set  on  fire  by  the  ene- 
my soon  after  the  explosion  of  the  magazine. 
There  are  no  vessels  fit  for  use  in  the  harbor.  A 
considerable  quantity  of  military  stores  and  pro- 
visions remained.  We  shall  not  possess  the  means 
of  transporting  the  prisoners  from  this  place,  and 
must  of  course  leave  them  on  parole.  I  hope  we 
shall  so  far  complete  the  necessary  measures  at 
this  place  in  the  course  of  this  day  as  to  be  able 
to  sail  to-morrow  for  Niagara,  by  which  route  I 
send  this  by  a  small  vessel,  with  notice  to  Gene- 
ral Lewis  of  our  approach. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrono,  Sec^ry  of  War, 

HsADQUARTBRa,  NiAOARA,  May  3, 1813. 

Sir:  I  arrived  at  this  place  last  evening  with 
Commodore  Chauncey  in  his  fast-sailing  schooner 
the  Lady  of  the  Lake:  we  left  the  fleet  with  the 
troops  on  board  in  York  road.  The  wind  has 
been  so  unfavorable  as  to  render  it  impracticable 
to  come  to  this  place  with  any  prospect  of  effect- 
ing a  landing. 

I  have  had  a  conference  with  Generals  Lewis, 
Boyd,  and  Winder,  at  which  Commodore  Chaun- 
cey was  present.  I  did  not  find  the  preparations 
at  this  place  as  complete  as  could  have  been  ex- 
pected ;  but  as  soon  as  the  wind  will  permit,  we 
shall  make  a  descent.  Commodore  Chauncey 
has  returned  to  the  fleet,  and  will  sail  for  this 
place  as  soon  as  he  shall  ^udge  the  wind  favora- 
ble for  crossing  and  landmg  the  troops.  In  the 
meantime  we  shall  be  preparing  to  act  in  con- 
cert. General  Boyd  will  take  command  of  the 
brigade  lately  commanded  by  General  Pike.  We 
find  the  weather  on  this  lake  at  this  season  of  the 
year  such  as  to  render  naval  operations  extreme- 
ly tedious  and   uncertain,  especially  when  wa 
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liaye  to  debark  troops  oo  the  shore  of  the  lake' 
where  there  are  oo  harbors.  Westerly  winds 
are  necessary;  we  have  none  but  easterly.  I 
bare  no  doubt  of  ultimate  success,  unless  har- 
assed and  dispersed  by  the  elements. 

I  enclose  a  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 
Tou  will  observe  the  loss  was  very  small  except- 
ing^ that  produced  by  the  explosion.  As  nearly 
as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  the  loss  of  the 
enemy  amounted  from  ninety  to  one  hundred 
killed,  two  hundred  wounded,  and  upwards  &f 
three  hundred  prisoners.  I  have  i^ot  been  able 
to  ascertain  precisely  the  number  of  the  militia 
put  on  their  parole ;  I  presume  it  could  not  be 
less  than  five  hundred.  There  was  an  immense 
depot  of  naval  and  military  stores.  York  was 
the  principal  depot  for  Niagara  and  Detroit; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  immense  amount  which 
was  destroyed  by  them,  we  found  more  than  we 
could  bring  off.  General  Sheaffe's  baggage  and 
papars  fell  into  my  hands.  These  pa))ers  are  a 
valuable  acquisition  ;  I  have  not  had  time  for  a 
full  examination  of  them,  A  scalp  was  found  in 
the  Executive  and  Legislative  Chamber,  sus- 
pended near  the  Speaker's  chair,  in  company 
with  the  mace  and  other  emblems  of  royalty,  i 
intend  sending  it  to  you  with  a  correct  account 
of  the  facts  relative  to  the  place  and  situation  in 
which  it  was  found. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
yotifr  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Scc^ry  of  War. 

Hbaduuartbrs,  Niagara,  Maif  13, 1813. 
Sui:  Commodore  Chauncey,  with  the  fleet 
and  troops,  arrived  here  on  the  evening  of  the 
8th,  and  in  the  course  of  the  night  the  troops 
were  debarked  in  a  very  sickly  or  depressed  state. 
A  large  proportion  of  the  officers  and  m^n  were 
sickly  and  debilitated.  It  was  deemed  expedi- 
ent to  give  them  time  to  recruit  their  health  and 
spiritsi  and  in  the  meantime  for  the  fleet  to  re- 
tarn  to  Sackett's  Harbor,  and  take  on  board  one 
thousand  additional  troops;  and  orders  were  de^ 
snatched  to  Utica,  Rome^  and  Oswego,  to  have 
the  troops  at  those  places  forwarded  here  in  boats 
from  Oswego.  Backus's  corus  of  jight  dragoon^ 
about  four  hundred,  principally  dismounted,  and 
five  hundred  of  the  11th  regiment  from  Burling- 
toP:  have  been  ordered  to  Sackett's  Harbor. 
These^  with  three  hundred  volunteers,  and  a  full 
epi^pany  of  artillery,  are  to  .form  a  garrison  at 
that  place.  Additional  cannon  will  be  mounted. 
Ckneral  Brown  of  the  militia  has  been  requested 
to  hold  three  or  four  hundred  men  of  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  in  readiness  to  aid  the  garrison,  in 
the  event  of  any  attack.  My  intention  is  to  col- 
lect the  main  body  of  the  troops  at  this  place, 
and  as  soon  as  Commodore  Chauncey  returns, 
and, the  forces  from  Oswego  arrive,  to  commence 
Ofifrations  in  as  spirited  and  effectual  a  manner 
as  practicable.  This  change  in  the  proposed 
system  of  operations  has  been  rendered  necessary 
Vy  a  lo^g  series  of  the  most  unfortunate  winds 


and  weather  that  could  have  occurred  at  ikis 
season,  and  such  as  could  not  have  been  contem- 
plated. 

Colonel  Scott  reached  this  yesterday  in  bo^fs 
from  Oswego,  with  three  hundred  men.  He  wv 
seven  days  wind  bound  in  different  places,  and 
narrowly  escaped  the  loss  of  his  boats  and  men. 
I  had  expected  him  ^a  the  3d.  I  had  aliaast 
given  him  up  for  lost. 

General  Harrison  is  invested ;  and  presnuuj^ 
on  the  Uncertaitity  of  eveuts,  I  shall  make  ealim- 
lation  of  a  reinforcement  to  the  enemy  of  British 
and  Indians  from  Detroit.  We  shall  be  prepared 
for  them  ;  and  I  shall  consider  a  conceotration 
of  their  force  rather  as  a  fortunate  ciroumstaJice 
than  otherwise. 

I  observed  in  a  former  letter,  that,  on  my  arri- 
val here  on  the  evening  of  the  2d.  the  prepa^ra- 
tions  for  an  immediate  co-ioperatieo  were  not  as 
complete  as  could  have  been  expected.  G&eueral 
Lewis  was  at  fourteen  miles  distance.  Winder, 
with  his  command,  was  at  Black  Rock.  Tiie 
boats  had  not  been  transported  from  3chl«isaer ; 
not  one  of  4be  scows  completed  i  the  heavy  guns 
a^  moriars  not  placed  in  the  batteries;  two  IS 
and  two  12-pouadjers  not  mounted ;  but,  with  jlU 
these  defec'u,  we  should, have  made  an  atu^qn 
the  4th  or  5th.  if  the  fleet  had  arrived  with  ine 
troops  in  healtn,  on  the  3d,  as  was  expected. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vnost  respectfully, 
your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Hoo.  J^Aamstbong,  iSecV^^  War. 

HEAOaUARTERB,  FORT  GeOROE, 

Upper  Canada^  May  27, 1813. 
Sir  :  The  light  troops  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Scqtt  and  Major  Forsyth  landed  this 
morning  at  9  o'clock.  Major  Qeneral  Lewis's 
division,  with  Colonel  Porter's  command  of  light 
artillery,  .supported  them.  Qeneral  Boyd's  bri- 
gade landed  immediately  after  the  lisht  troopa, 
and  Generals  Winder  and  Chandler  followed  in 
quick  succession.  The  landing  was  warmlf  and 
obstinately  disputed  by  the  British,  iorces;  but 
the  coolness  and  intrepidity  of  pi^  troojps  soofi 
cotnpelled  them  to  give  ground  in,  every  di^^c* 
lion.  General  Chandler,  with  the  reserve,  U<^- 
|iosed  of  his  brigade  and  Colonel  MaeomVsfic- 
tillery,)  covered  the  whole.  Commodore  Chaun- 
cey had  made  the  most  judicious  arrangemienls 
for  silencing  the  enemy's  ^tteries  near  thep^im 
of  landing.  The  Army  is  under  the  greatest  ob- 
ligation to  that  able  naval  commander  for  bis 
indefatigable  exertions,  in  coHoperati?Q  in  all.iu 
important  movements,  and  especially  in  i|s  04p«er- 
ations  this  day*  Our  batteries  succeeded  in  ren- 
dering Fort  George  untenable ;  and  when  the 
enemy  bad  been  beaten  from  his  position,  and 
found  it  necessary  to  re-enter  it,  after  firing  a 
few  gUQS,  and  settmg  fire  to  the  mi^azipes,  which 
soon  exploded,  moved  off  rapidly  by  diSkngA 
routes.  Our  light  troops  pursued  them  sey^nk 
miles.  The  troops  haviuff  been  under  arms  frpm 
one  o'clock  in  the  mornui|;  were  too  nuicb  ax* 
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bi^itfld  for  iM*y  farlbar  piirtuit.  We  are  now  in 
pofisession  of  Fort  George  and  its  imniediate  de- 
p«odeiHUtt6  ;  ip-morrow  we  shall  proceed  for^^er 
00.  TJUe  behaviour  of  our  troops,  both  officers 
and  men^  entitles  them  to  the  highest  praise; 
and  t^e  differea'ce  in  our  loss  with  that  of  the 
eAemy,  when  we  coasider  the  advanta^res  bis 
positions  afforded  him,  is  astonishing.  We  bad 
seventeen  kiiled  and  forty-five  wounded.  The 
eneipy  li#d  ninety  killed  and  one  hundred  and 
sji^y  wounded  of  the  regular  troops.  We  have 
taken  one  hundred  prisoners^  exeluaive  of  the 
W9nnided«  Colonel  Meyers,  of  the  i9th.  was 
W0H|k4^d  f  pd  taken  prisoner.  Of  ours  only  one 
comoiisslo^ed  officer  was  killed,  {lieutenant  Ho- 
baft,  of  the  light  artillery.  Enclosed  is  the  report 
of  Hfjpr  Qenefal  Lewis* 

,  I  have  the  hpnor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  consid- 
eration and  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
Ht  DEAi^ORN. 

.  Hon.  John  Armstrong, 

SfpfTiofyof  War. 

On  TBI  FiBLD,  ONB  o'CI^OOK, 

May  27, 1813. 

DjBf  a  Sia:  ^on  Qe^ri;^  apd  its  dependencies 
are  burs,  ^e  enemy,  fasten  at  all  points,  has 
blown  up  jxis  magazines  and  retired.  It  is  impos- 
sibfo  at  this  moment  to  say  anything  of  individual 
ffalkiittry.  There  was  no  man  who  did  not  per- 
fetm  hie  duty  in  a  manner  which  did  honor  to 
hiinaelf  and  hie  country.  Scott  and  Forsyth's 
eattmaiids,  supported  by  Boyd's  and  Winder's 
brigades,  sustained  the  brunt  of  the  action.  Our 
lose  is  triiing;  perhaps  not  more  than  twenty 
killed,  and  twiae  that  number  wounded.  The 
enemy  left  in  the  hospital  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
four,  and  I  sent  several  on  board  the  fleet,  tve 
have  alao  made  about  one  hundred  prisoners  of 
the  regalar  forces. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  obadient  servant, 

MORQAN  LBWId. 


Mai.  Oen.  Dbarborn, 
CSmiimaindfMn-CkUf 


NoTthtm  Army. 


HsApfiUJARTEaa,  Fort  Gcorob, 

ilfay  29, 1^13. 

849 :  Qeneral  Lewis  wa«  ordered  to  march  yes- 
te^V  jpAoraifny  with  Chandler'ei  and  Winder's 
brigade  t[|e  (ig^t  artillery,  dragoons,  ligbt  in- 
f^f  ,.i|nd  r.iftemeyD,  in  pu^uit  of  the  an^my,  by 
^^W.n^^  CiueenstPwn.  I  had  received  satis- 
faetory  iafgrpi^itioa  that  the  epemy  had  ma4e  a 
staftd  .911  the  mowitain,  al  a  plaae  aalled  the  Bea- 
ver Dayn^Sf  where  he  had  a  df posite  of  provisions 
aad  sV>res,  and  U^at  he  had  been  joip^  by  three 
bundled  regulara  from  Kingston,  landed  from 
small  vessels  i^ear  the  head  of  the  Lake.  I  had 
asoertained  that  he  was  calling  in  the  militia, 
and  had  presumed  that  he  woAld  confide  in  the 
stransth  of  his  positioO)  and  venture  an  action,  by 
which  an  opportunity  would  be  afforded  to  cut  off 
his  retreat. 

I  have  been  disappointed.   Although  the  troops 
froB^  Fort  £rie  and  Chippewa  had  joined  the 
13th  Con.  Sd  Ss8s.-*75 


main  body  at  the  Beaver  Dams,  he  broke  up  yes- 
terday precipitately,  coniinued  his  route  along' 
the  mouDtain,  and  will  reach  the  head  of  toe' 
Lake  by  that  route.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Preston' 
took  possession  of  Fort  Erie  and  its  dependencies 
last  evening.  The  fart  had  been  abandoned,  aod 
the  magazines  l)iown  up.  1  have  ordered  Gen- 
eral Lewis  to  return  without  delay  to  this  place, 
and,  if  the  winds  favor  us,  we  may  yet  cut  off  the 
enemy's  retreat  at  York;  but.  unfortunately,  we 
have  plenty  of  rain  but  no  wind;  it  may,  how- 
ever, change  for  the  better  in  a  few  hours.  1  shall' 
afford  Commodore  Chauncey  every  facility  in  mf 
power  in  his  preparations  for  commanding  Lak^' 
Erie.  He  is  very  anxious  to  return  to  Beckett^' 
Harbor;  for.  until  bis  other  ship  is  fitted,  it  is  not 
certain  that  he  can  contrirae  in  the  command  of 
Lake  Oniarip.  I  was  the  last  evening  honored 
with  yQur  despatches  of  the  15th  instant.  I  have 
taken  naefsures  in  relation  10  the  twenjty-tl^fee 
prisoners  who  are  to  be  put  in  close  coofii^e^eiit.^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  con^dec«>', 
ation  aqd  respect,  yotir  obedient  servant.  .  ' 

H.  DEABBQRN-    , 

Hon.  John  Abmstrong, 

Secretary  of  Wau 

Bztract  of  m  letter  fro^i  Mejor  GenersT  Beai^rn  to  th^ ' 
Beerettrj  of  War,  dated 

Newark,  Upper  Canaoa,' June  4, 1813. 
"Chandler  and  Winder  are  in  n«rsiut  of  the 
enemy,  who  has  halted  about  fifty-nvanileslroA. 
here.    I  am  still  very  feeble,  jand  gain  str^gth 
but  slowly." 

HjQADaUARTERS^  FORT  G£0RO£,  . 

June  &,  1813.  ' 
Sir:  [  hnve  received  an  esrpress  from  the  head 
of  the  Luke  this  eveaing,  with  the  intelligence 
that  our  iroops  were  auacked^  al  two  o'clock  this 
rooroin^^  by  the  whale  British  furce  and  Indtaos; 
and,  by  some  strange  fitrality^  though  our  lois^  in 
numbers  was  *4iaall,  ami  the  enemjr  was  com* 
.pletely  routed  and  driven  from  the  field ^  both 
Brigadier  Generals  Chandler  and  Winder  were 
taken  prisoners.  They  had  advanced  to  ascer^ 
tain  the  situation  uf  a  oamnany  of  artillery  when 
the  attack  commenced.  General  Chandler  had 
his  horse  shot  under  him^  and  was  bruiW  by  the 
fall.  General  Vincent,  \\i^^\T  commander,  is  a^ip- 
posed  to  have  been  killed^  CuLonel  Clark  waa 
morialiy  wounded^  and  fell  into  our  bands  with 
sixty  prisoners  of  the  49ih,  The  commiiiid  de- 
volved on  Ci)loneI  Burn,  who  haff  retired  10  the 
Forty  Mile  creek.  If  either  of  the  general  offi- 
cers had  reniamed  to  command ^ the  ent^ my  would 
have  been  pursued  and  cut  up,  or  if  Colonel  Burn 
had  been  an  officer  of  infantry.  The  loss  of  the 
enemy  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  muft 
exceed  two  hundred  and  fifty.  The  enemy  sent 
in  a  flag  next  morning,  with  a  request  to  bury 
their  dead.  Generals  Lewis  and  Boyd  set  off 
immediately  to  join  the  advanced  army.  I  never 
so  severely  felt  the  want  of  health  as  at  presenti 
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»t  a  time  when  my  services  might,  perham,  be 
raost  Qseful.  I  hope  General  Hampton  will  re- 
pair here  as  soon  as  possible. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
Tour  most  obedient  servant,' 

H.  DEARBORN. 
Hon.  John  Armstrong, 

Secretary  of  War. 

JoNE  8.  1813. 
There  was  a  mistake  in  the  arrival  of  the  ex- 

Sress  mail.  Since  writing  the  above,  the  enemy's 
eet  has  passed,  consisting  of  two  large  ships 
and  four  heavy  schooners.  I  have,  consequently, 
deemed  it  prudent  to  concentrate  the  forces  at 
this  point*  H.  D. 

HiADaUARTBRS,  FORT  QbOROR, 

Jtme  8,  1813. 
Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  your  letters  of 
the  26th  and  27th  ultimo,  and  a  duplicate  of  one 
of  the  19th  of  April.  My  ill  sute  of  health  ren- 
ders it  extremely  painful  to  attend  to  the  current 
duties;  and,  unless  mv  health  improves  soon,  I 
fear  I  shall  be  compelled  to  retire  to  some  place 
where  my  mind  may  be  more  at  ease  for  a  short 
time.  Colonel  Macomb  proceeded  with  two  hun- 
dred men,  with  the  Commodore,  to  Sackett's 
Harbor.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ripley  has  also 
gone,  by  the  wav  of  O.sweffo.  to  the  harbor,  with 
Eis  regiment,  wnere  he  will  be  joined  by  several 
hundred  recruits;  he  took  charge  of  the  provis- 
i<Mis  to  Oswego.  The  Comnaodore  wilt  not  prob- 
ably venture  out  until  his  new  ship  is  fit  for  sea. 
The  enemy  has  now  the  command  of  the  Lake, 
and,  as  long  as  that  is  the  case,  any  offensive 
operations  Mow  this  must  be  suspended.  I  had 
intended  placing  a  small  garrison  at  Fort  Erie, 
and  a  stronger  one  at  Fort  George;  but,  as  you 
have  directed  otherwise,  I  shall  select  Fort  Qeorge, 
as  guarding  the  only  harbor  on  the  southern  shore 
of  the  Lake.  Detroit  will  be  the  safest  harbor  on 
Lake  Erie.  I  have,  by  the  request  of  Commo- 
dore Chauncey,  detached  two  hundred  men  to 
aid  Captain  Perry  in  removing  his  armed  vessels 
from  Black  Rock  to  Presqpe  Isle.  Commodore 
Chauncey  is  unwilling  to  approach  Maiden,  un- 
less he  can  have  a  reinforcement  to  General  Har- 
rison of  our  regulars.  As  my  command  does  not 
extend  to  Maiden,  I  ask  your  directions  on  this 
subject.  The  Commodore  is  anxious  that  his 
fleet  on  Lake  Erie  should  proceed  with  troops  to 
Michilimackinac  and  Sl  Joseph^  as  soon  as  the 
business  shall  be  decided  at  Detroit.  On  taking 
possession  of  this  place,  the  inhabitants  came  in 
in  numbers,  and  ^ve  their  paroles.  I  have  prom- 
ised them  protection.  A  larie  majority  are  friend- 
ly to  the  United  States,  and  fixed  in  their  hatred 
against  the  Government  of  Great  Britan.  If  they 
should  generally  be  made  prisoners  of  war,  and 
taken  from  their  families,  it  would  have  a  most 
unfavorable  effect  on  our  military  operations  in 
the  provinces.  The  whole  country  would  be 
driven  to  a  state  of  desperation,  and  satisfy  them, 
beyond  a  doubt,  that  we  had  no  intention  of  hold- 
ing the  provinces.    The  same  effect  would  be 


produced  on  the  Indians,  who  are  now  prineipaUy 
quiet  for  fear  of  losing  their  valuable  traet  of  iaad 
on  Grand  river.  I  had  authorised  the  civil  m«- 
ffistrates  to  combine  in  the  due  exercise  of  their 
functions,  and  cannot,  with  propriety,  revoke  thia 
authority,  unless  specially  directed.  ^ 

The  whole  of  our  troops,  officers,  and  men,  in 
the  action  of  the  STth.  discovered  a  degree  of 
ardor  and  readiness  for  action,  which  erinced  a 
determination  to  do  honor  to  themselves  and 
country.  The  animating  example  set  by  Colooel 
Scott  and  General  Boyd,  in  landing  and  repulstQg 
the  enemy,  deserves  particular  mention.  I  am 
greatly  indebted  to  Colonel  Porter,  Major  Artais- 
tead,  and  Captain  Totten,  for  their  judicious  ar- 
rangements and  skilful  execution  in  demolisbing 
the  enemy's  forts  and  batteries,  and  to  the  officers 
of  the  artillery  generally,  who  had  the  direction 
of  the  guns. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Hon.  John  ARMSTnofio, 

Secretary  cf  War. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Morgan  Lewis 
to  the  SecreUry  of  War,  dated 

Niagara,  June  14, 1813. 

**You  will  perceive,  bv  the  enclosed  copy  of 
orders,  marked  1,  that  Gfeneral  Dearborn^  from 
indisposition,  has  resigned  the  command,  not  ooly 
of  the  Niagara  army,  but  of  the  district.  I  have 
doubts  whether  he  will  ever  again  be  fit  for  ser- 
vice. He  has  been  repeatedly  in  a  state  of  con- 
valescence, but  relapses  on  the  least  agitation  of 
mind. 

'"  In  my  last,  I  mentioned  the  onfortuoate  cir- 
cumstance of  the  capture  of  our  two  Brigadiara, 
Chandler  and  Winder.  The  partieulara  ate  de- 
tailed in  the  report  of  Colonel  Bum,  marked  2, 
which  he  gives  from  the  best  information  he 
could  collect.  His  corps  lay  a  coasiderable  dia- 
tance  from  the  scene  or  active  operalioo,  as  yoa 
will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  diagram.  The  light 
corps  spoken  of,  were  Captains  Hindmao's,  Nick* 
olas's,  and  Biddle's  companies,  of  the  2d  artillery, 
serving  as  infantry.  These  three  gentlemen,  aiul 
Captains  Archer  and  Towson,  of  the  tame  regi- 
ment, and  Leonard  of  the  light  artHlenTi  are  aol- 
diers  who  would  honor  any  service.  Their  gil- 
lantry,  and  that  of  their  companiea,  was  eqaally 
conspicuous  on  this  occasion  as  in  the  afihir  oif 
the  37th  ultimo.  A  view  of  General  Chandler's 
encampment  will  be  sufficient  to  show  that  his 
disaster  was  owing  to  its  arrangement ;  its  centre 
being  its  weakest  point,  and  that  being  discoreied 
by  the  enemy  in  the  evening,  receiv^  the  com- 
bined attack  of  his  whole  force,  and  his  line  was 
completely  cut.  It  is  said,  though  I  cannot  vouch 
for  its  truth,  that  General  Winder  saw  this,  and 
remonstrated  against  it.  The  gallantry  of  the 
5th,  25th,  and  part  of  the  23d,  and  light  troops, 
saved  the  army;  of  the  5th,  it  is  said,  that,  when 
the  day  broke,  not  a  man  was  missing ;  and  that 
a  part  of  the  23d,  under  Major  Armstrong,  was 
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found  sotUioiDg  its  left  flank.  Their  fire  was  ir- 
resistible, and  the  enemy  was  compelled  to  give 
way.  Could  he  hare  been  pressed  the  next  morn- 
ing, his  destruetioa  was  inevitable*  He  was  dis- 
persed in  erery  direction,  and  eren  his  command- 
ing Geoeral  was  missing,  without  his  hat  or  horse. 
I  understand  he  was  round  the  next  evening, 
almost  famished,  at  a  distance  of  four  miles  from 
the  scene  of  action. 

*^  Lieutenant  McChesney's  gallantry  recorered 
a  piece  of  artillery,  and  prerented  the  capture  of 
others.    He  merits  promotion  for  it. 

'*  On  the  ereniag  of  the  sixth  of  June,  I  received 
the  ofder  No.  4,  and  joined  the  army  at  five  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  7th.  I  found  it  at  the  Forty 
Mile  ereek,  ten  miles  in  the  rear  of  the  ground  on 
which  it  had  been  attacked,  encamped  on  a  plain 
of  about  a  mile  in  width,  with  iu  right  flanx  on 
the  Lake,  and  its  left  on  the  creek,  which  skirts 
the  base  of  a  perpendicular  mountain  of  consider- 
able height.  On  my  route,  I  recurred  Nos.  5  and 
6f  eftdosed, 

'^  At  6  in  the  erening,  the  hostile  fleet  hore  in 
at^ht,  though  iU  eharaeter  could  not  be  ascer- 
tftioed  with'precision.  We  lay  on  our  arms  all 
oight.  At  dawn  of  day  struck  our  tenu,  aad  de- 
ncried  the  hostile  squadron  abreast  of  us,  about  a 
mile  from  the  shore.  Our  boats,  which  trans- 
ported the  prineipal  part  of  our  baggage  and  camp 
equipage,  lay  on  the  beach  i  it  was  a  dead  eaim ; 
and,  aMotsix,  the  enemy  towed  in  a  large  schooo^ 
or,  which  opened  her  fire  on  our  boats.  As  soon 
as  she  stood  for  shore,  her  object  being  erident,  I 
ordered  dowa  Archer's  and  Towson's  companies, 
with  four  pieces  of  artillery,  to  resist  her  attempts. 
I,  ftt  the  same  titne,  sent  Captain  Totten,  of  the 
engineers,  (a  most  valuable  officer,)  to  construct 
a  tienaporary  furnace  for  heating  shot,  which  was 
piepaoad  and  in  operation  in  less  than  thirty 
miiitttea.  Her  fire  was  returned  with  a  vivacity 
and  effect  (excelled  by  no  artillerjr  in  the  universe) 
which  soon  compelled  her  to  retire.  A  party  of 
savages  now  made  their  appearance  on  the  brow 
of  the  aountain,  (which,  being  perfectly  bald,  ex- 
hihitcd  thtm  to  view,)  and  commenced  a  fire  on 
onr  caaap.  I  ordered  Colonel  Chrystie  to  dislodge 
theoa,  who  entered  on  the  service  with  alacrity, 
hot  found  himself  anticipated  by  Lieutenant  Bl- 
dridge«  the  adjutant  of  the  rmment,  who,  with  a 
promptaess  and  gaUaatrv  highly  honorable  to  that 
yeang  officer,  hM  already  gained  the  summit  of 
the  naoaotain  with  a  party  of  volanteers,  aad 
touted  the  barbarian  aUies  of  the  Defender  of  the 
Christian  Faith.  This  young  man  met  its  the  no- 
tiee  of  Qovernment. 

^  These  little  affairs  cost  os  not  a  man.  Sir 
James  L.^  Yeo,  being  disappoioted  of  a  tragedy, 
next  determiaed,  in  true  dramatic  style,  to  amuse 
US  with  a  farce.  An  officer  with  a  flag  was  seiU 
to  me  froin  his  ship,  advising  me  that,  as  I  was 
invested  with  savages  in  my  rear,  a  fleet  in  my 
front,  and  a  powerful  army  on  my  flank,  he,  and 
the  officers  commanding  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
land  forces,  thought  it  a  duty  to  demand  a  sur- 
render of  my  army.  I  answered  that  the  message 
1  too  ridiealotis  to  merit  a  reply.    No.  7  was 


delivered  to  me  at  about  six  this  morning.  Be- 
tween seven  and  eight  o'clock,  the  few  wagoas 
we  had  being  loaded,  first  with  sick,  and  next 
with  ammunition,  &c.,  the  residue  of  camp  equi- 
page and  bi^fgage  was  put  in  the  boats,  and  a  de- 
tachment of  two  hundred  men  of  the  6th  regi- 
ment detailed  to  proceed  in  them.  Orders  were 
prepared  to  be  given  them  to  defend  the  boau, 
and,  if  assailed  by  any  of  the  enemy's  small  ves- 
sels, to  carry  them  by  boarding.  By  some  irreg- 
ularity which  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover, 
the  boats  put  off  without  the  detachments,  in*- 
dnced  probably  by  the  stillness  of  the  morning. 
When  they  had  progressed  about  three  miles,  a 
breeze  sprung  up,  and  an  armed  schooner  over- 
hauled them.  Those  who  were  enterprising  kept 
on  and  escaped ;  others  ran  to  the  shore,  ana  de- 
serted their  boats.  We  have  lost  twelve  of  the 
number,  principally  containing  the  baggage  of 
the  officers  aiid  men. 

"  At  ten,  I  put  the  army  in  motion  on  oar  re- 
turn to  this  place.  The  savages  and  incorporated 
militia  hung  on  our  flanks  and  rear  throughout 
the  march,  and  picked  up  a  few  stragglers.  On 
our  retiring,  the  British  army  advanced,  and  now 
occupies  the  ground  we  left." 


«  Pspsrs  refiBrrsd  to  by  Qensral. Lewis. 

Hbadciuarters,  Niagara,  June  6, 1813. 
Dear  General:  You  will  please  to  proceed, 
with  as  little  delay  as  may  be,  and  take  command 
of  the  advanced  army.    Brigadier  Generals  Boyd 
and  Swartwout,  and  Colonel  Scott,  will  accom- 
pany you.    I  have  ordered  an  additional  escoU 
of  light  artillery,  to  be  equipped  as  caralry,  to 
attend  you.    You  will  attack  the  enemy  as  soon 
as  practicable;  your  force  will  insure  success. 
Every  possible  effort  should  be  made  for  prevent- 
ing the  enemy's  escape. 
'May  success  and  £[Iory  attend  you.    . 
Yours,  with  esteemj 

H.  DEARBORN. 
Major  General  Lewis. 

Niagara,  June  6, 1813. 
Dear  General  :  A  ship  having  appeared  this 
morning  steering  towards  the  head  or  the  Lake, 
which  IS  undoubtedly  one  of  the  enemy's  ships, 
(others  are  appearing,)  you  will  please  to  return 
with  the  troops  to  this  place  as  soon  as  possible. 
Yours,  with  esteem, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

P.  S.  The  object  of  the  enemy's  fleet  most  bt 
intended  to  cover  the  retreat  of  tneir  troops^  or  td 
bring  on  a  reinforcement.  H.  D. 

Major  General  Lewis. 

June  6, 1813. 

It  is  possible  the  fleet  in  sight  may  be  onr  own ; 
a  few  hours  will  probably  enableyou  to  determine 
and  act  accordingly.  H.  DEARBORN. 

General  Liwis. 
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Dbab  GflNBBAi. :  I  mm  iDdnctd  to  80i|)ect  that 
ike  f  oemv'6  fleet  have  ao  intention  on  this  place. 
Two  «maJl  tohoonen  have  been  ezaminiog  the 
>hofe  very  miniiitely  for  three  or  four  hours  this 
aAernooa.  They  have  gone  on  towards  the  head 
of  the  Lake,  and  their  ships  appear  to  have  taken 
the  same  course.  They  may  take  on  board  addi- 
tionaJ  troops  near  the  head  of  the  Lake,  snd  be 
here  before  yo«  teach  this  place.  You  will  please 
to  wild  Milton's  detachment,  and  500  of  Chand- 
Ws  brigade,  and  Colonel  Burn's  light  dragoons, 
with  all  possible  despatch ;  they  ought,  if  possible, 
to  be  here  sometime  to-morrow  forenoon.  You 
will  follow  with  the  remainder  of  the  troops  as 
soon  as  practicable.  It  will  be  necessary  to  take 
care  that  your  boats  are  not  taken  or  lost.  Qen- 
eral'^Swanwout  aadCaionel  Scott  should  return 
as  soon  as  they  can. 

Yours,  with  esteem, 

H.  DBARBQRN. 

QcAtral  Lfiwfs. 


Hbad^oartbrs,  Fort  Qeoros, 

Jitne  10, 1813. 

By  reason  of  the  temporary  indispositioii  of 
Major  General  Dearborn,  the  command  of  the 
troops  on  this  frontier,  and  of  the  ninth  military 
department  of  the  United  States,  devolves  on 
M^pf  Oenervl  Lewis.  All  persona  coocerned 
arc  notified  accQrdingly. 
By  comngtittid. 

W.  SCOtT,  Adj.  General. 

Bxtrsct  of  m  letter  from  Colonel  James  Bum,  8d  light 
dragoons,  to  Major  General  Dearborn. 

"  In  the  afternoon  of  the  5th,  our  advance  guard, 
consisting  of  the  light  infantry^  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captains  Hindman,  Biddle,  and  Nicho- 
las, a  part  of  the  rifle  corps,  under  Captain  Lytic, 
and  a  detachment  of  the  ^d  dragoons,  under  Capt. 
SeldeOf  coBHiieAced  a  sharp  skirmish  with  the 
advance  of  the  enemy,  said  to  be  a  detachment 
of  the  49th  resiment,  which  soon  retreated,  cov- 
ered by  a  thick  woods,  having,  however,  several 
wo«in^4  on  both  sidc9,  Rod  one  dragoon  horse 
killed.  In  the  eyeniog,  our  advance  returAcd 
behind  Stony  creek,  where  the  army  took  a  po- 
sition for  the  night.  The  light  infantry,  and  part 
of  the  rifle  corps  on  the  right  of  the  25th  regi- 
ment, formed  the  right  wing.  The  artillery,  un- 
der Captains  To wson  and  L.  Leonard,  the  centre. 
Th^  5it^  16th,  23d,  and  some  riflemen,  the  left 
wing,  and  the  cavalry  in  the  rear.  A  strong  picket 
ggtrd  waa  posted  »Qme .  distance  in  front,  aUo 
strong  flank  9i>d  ^^^  guards,  in  such  manner  as 
to.siirround  the  whole  encampment  with  senti- 
nels; the  troops  lay  under  arms,  without  any 
xovering.  Our  numbers  in  the  field  did  not  ex- 
ceed one  thousand — three  hundred  efiectives  of 
the  19th  and  14th  regiments  having  encamped 
on  the  borders  of  the  Lake,  about  three  miles  dia- 
tttBt,  for  the  protection  of  the  boata.  The  enemy 
forced  our  picket,  and  attacked  oa,  about  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  (which  ma  vety  dack.) 


with  their  army  and  Indiana,  erneeiin^,  bo  doubt* 
to  throw  us  into  confusion.  Tnetr  views  wete, 
in  this  instance,  however,  completely  frustrated; 
and,  when  the  day  dawned,  none  were  to  be  seeii, 
except  ihetr  killed  and  wounded,  who  covered  tba 
field  of  battle.  The  attack  began  on  our  rig ht, 
and  was  gallantly  repelled  by  the  fire  of  the  light 
troops  and  25th  regiment,  oommaBded  by  Major 
Smith.  In  a  few  minutes,  it  became  general  along 
the  whole  line,  and  was  nobly  returned  by  the 
artillery  of  the  centre,  comnuaded  by  Captains 
Towson  and  L.  Leonard,  and  again  by  the  troops 
of  the  left  wing,  vis:  the  5th,  under  Lteuteoant 
Colonel  Milton,  the  23d,  comaoanided  by  Major 
Armstrong,  and  the  16th.  The  fire  oonliBaed, 
with  little  intermission, forone  hour^daruig  wbiek 
time,  the  enemy  attempted,  by  frequent  cbarj^oL 
to  break  our  line,  but  without  effect,  being  obl^gea 
to  give  way  by  tne  well«directed  fire  of  o«r  baav» 
troops. 

*'  The  13th  and  Uth  rcgiflients  (which  had4iten 
detached  the  preceding  evening)  were  activo  in 
makiag  prisdners,  and  advanced  with  moekacdor 
to  the  field,  in  hopes  of  sharing,  with  the  galUuit 
5th,  and  25th,  23d,  and  light  troops,  the  i^ory  of 
another  combat.  But  the  unfortunate  capture  of 
Brigadier  Generals  Chandler  and  Win^,  w4io 
were  taken  in  the  action,  unknown  to  any  part  of 
the  at my,aad  hurried  into  the  eneaiy's  lines,  pre* 
vented  the  future  operaiiooe  from  being  enrfiai 
into  effect  with  the  promptitude  which  woaidaa-' 
suredly  have  taken  place  had  either  of  those  elS- 
oers  been  present  to  command. 

*'  You  will  be  surprised  to  find  onr  loesooaniaM; 
that  of  the  enemy  exceeds  ours  much }  they  last 
in  killed  about  sixty,  many  wounded,  mmI  upwaada 
of  seventy  prisoners,  all  regulars,  and  prineinallf 
of  the  49th  regiment.  Several  of  their  olims 
were  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  A  fli^  vaa. 
sent  by  Oolonol  Hervey,  asking  permission  to 
make  inquiries  for  them  }  also,  to  be  Rllowed  to 
send  a  surgeon  to  attend  their  own  wownieA, 
which  I  readily  granted.  On  the  retem  of  inf- 
light, I  found  the  command  of  the  army  had  de- 
volved on  ne,  and,  being  at  a  losa  what  stepa  to 
pursue  in  the  unpleasant  dileoMna^  oocasianM  %f 
the  capture  of  our  Gkoemls,  finding  the  nrnwni^ 
nition  of  manf  of  the  tfoeps  neavlv  expended,  I 
hod  recourse  to  a  council  of  the  field  offioen  |M- 
sent,  of  whom  a  miijority  eetncided  in  ounioB 
with  me,  that  we  ought  to  recire  to  ear  tmmeft. 
pooition  at  the  Forty  MUe  oreek,  wheve  weeooU 
be  supplied  with  ammunition  and  previsions,  and 
either  advance,  or  remain,  nntll  further  orden. 

^  Every  aid  was  afforded  by  the  attC  The  na- 
siistant  Adjutant  Qeoeral^  hiaior  Johnston,  and 
Brigade  Majors  Jonca  and  Wart^Bby,  •  exerted 
themaelvcs  in  rendering  all  the  assistance  in  their 
power. 

^  The  armv,  on  this  occasion,  haa  proved  tta 
firmness  and  bravery,  by  keeping  its  petition  in  n 
night  attadk,  in  which  the  yells  of  the  Indiana^ 
mingled  with  the  roaring  of  cannon  and  miie-> 
ketry,  were  calculated  to  intiraidnte.  The  eaemy 
charged  repeatedlv«  and  ao  dark  was  the  night, 
that  our  army  conla  not  distingutah  fiiand  fronn 
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he ;  In  <me  of  those,  xhej  succeeded  in  carryiDg 
eff  ft  sIx-poandeTf  a  howitzer,  and  a  caisson,  to 
the  great  mortification  of  oar  brave  arliHery.  I 
j^tesume  it  wason  that  occasion,  also,  that  we  lost 
oar  Qeoerals,  who  were  distinctly  heard  encour- 
aging oar  men  to  fight.  The  squadron  of  dra- 
foons  remained  formed^  and  steady  at  their  post, 
ut  coald  not  act^  on  account  of  the  darkness  of 
the  night,  and  the  thickness  of  the  adjacent  woods. 
Much  credit  is  due  to  the  troops,  generally,  but 
too  much  praise  cannot  be  said  or  the  conduct  of 
the  5ih  and  35th  regiments." 


MONTRBAL,  JWU  18,  1813. 

Sir  :  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  improve  the  earliest 
opportunity  possible  to  cive  you  a  more  detailed 
Recount  of  the  affair  of  the  6th  instant,  near  Stony 
creek,  than  I  have  before  had  it  in  my  power  to  do. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th,  I  arrived  at  Forty 
Mile  creek.  The  detachment  under  Qen.  Winder 
"Was  then  under  marching  orders  for  Stony  creek. 
AAer  a  short  halt,  the  whole  marched  for  that 
place,  and  arrived  there  between  live  and  six 
o'clock  P.  M.,  at  which  place  a  small  picket  of 
the  enemy  was  posted,  but  retired  on  our  ap- 
|3toach.  The  advanced  guard  pursued,  and  soon 
ml  In  with  a  pfcket  of  about  one  hundred  strong, 
under  Coldnel  Williams.  A  skirmish  ensued.  I 
hftsfen^  the  main  body.  Williams  retreated,  and 
^ur  advance  pursued.  The  pdrsnit  was  continued 
mther  longer  than  I  could  have  wished,  but  re- 
ctirded  to  their  proper  position' in  the  line  Of 
march,  not  far  from  sunset.  I  had  ordered  the 
13th  and  14th,  who  were  in  the  rear,  to  take  a 
portion  for  the  night  near  the  month  ot  the  creek, 
to  cover  the  boats,  (should  they  arrive,)  which 
Would  be  on  the  route  which  I  intended  to  pursue 
the  next  morning;  and,  a  favorable  position  pre- 
senting itself,  I  encamped  with  the  residue  of  the 
trtK>ps  (except  Captain  Archer's  company  of  ar- 
tillery) which  accompanied  the  13tb  and  14th  on 
tlie  spot  where  we  had  halted,  with  an  advanced 
picket  iVom  half  to  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in 
front,  with  express  orders  for  them  to  keep  out 
constantly  a  patrol.  A  right  awl  led  flank  guard 
and  a  rear  guard  were  also  posted.  I  save  posi- 
tive orders  for  the  troops  to  lay  on  their  arms. 
Contrary  to  my  orders,  fires  were  kindled ;  but 
there  are  doubts  whether  this  operated  for  or 
against  us,  ae  the  fires  of  the  25ih,  which  were 
in  front,  and  by  my  orders  had  been  abandoned, 
enabled  us  to  see  a  small  part  of  the  enemy,  while 
the  fires  on  our  left  enabled  the  enemy  to  see  our 
line.  On  the  whole,  I  think  it  operated  against 
CIS.  I  did  expect  the  enemy  would  attack  us  that 
night,  if  he  intended  to  fiffht ;  but,  perhaps,  this 
WRs  not  expected  by  all.  f  had  my  horse  confined 
near  me,  and  directed  that  the  harness  should  not 
be  taken  from  the  artillery  horses.  I  directed 
where  and  how  the  line  should  be  formed,  in  case 
of  attack.  About  an  hoar  before  daylight,  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th,  the  alarm  was  ffiven.  I  was 
instantly  up,  and  the  25th,  which  lay  near  me, 
was  altnost  as  instantly  foAned,  as  well  as  the 
Mh  and  8Sd,  which  were  on  the  leH,  under  the 


immediate  eye  of  Qeneral  Winder.  Owing  to 
the  neglect  of  the  front  picker,  or  some  other 
cause,  the  British  officers  say  that  they  were  not 
hailed,  nor  an  alarm  given,  until  they  n^ere  with- 
in three  hundred  yards  of  our  line.  The  extreme 
darkness  prevented  us  from  seeing  or  knowing 
at  what  point  they  intended  to  attack  us,  untu 
an  attack  was  made  on  our  right.  A  well-di- 
rected fire  was  opened  upon  them  from  th^  25th, 
and  from  nearly  the  whole  line.  AAer  a  few 
minutes,  I  heard  several  muskets  in  our  rear,  in 
the  direction  of  the  rear  guard,  aiid  then  expected 
that  the  enemy  had  gained  our  rear  by  some  path 
unknown  to  me,  and  were  alioat  to  attack  us  in 
rear.  I  instantly  ordered  Colonel  Milton,  With 
the  5th,  to  form  in  our  rear  near  the  woods,  to 
meet  such  circumstances  ns  might  take  place, 
knowing  that  I  could  call  him  toanv  other  point, 
if  necessary,  at  any  moment.  I  had  observed 
that  the  artillery  Was  not  covered,  and  directed 
General  Winder  to  cause  tlie  23d  to  be  formed 
so  far  to  the  right  that  their  right  should  cover 
the  artfllel^y.  At  this  moment,  I  heard  a  new 
burst  of  fire  from  the  enemy's  lefl  on  our  right, 
and,  not  able  to  see  anything  which  took  place,  I 
set  out  full  speed  towards  the  right  to  take  meas- 
ures to  prevent  my  right  flank  from  being  turned, 
which  I  expected  was  the  object  of  the  enemy. 
I  had  proceeded  but  a  few  yards,  before  my  horse 
fell  under  me,  by  which  fall  I  received  a  serious 
injury.  Here  was  a  time  when  I  have  no  reeol- 
lection  of  what  passed,  but  I  presurae  h  was  not 
long.  As  soonlts  I  recovered,  I  recoltecled  what 
my  object  was,  and  made  my  way  to  the  righCj 
and  gave  Major  Smith  suchdir^ctbo^as  I  thougbt 
proper  to  prevent  his  rig^ht  from  being  tarned  by 
surprise.  I  wasth^n  returt^ing  toward  the  centre, 
and,  when  near  the  artillery,  heard  m^o,  who,hy 
the  noise,  appeared  to  be  in  eonfusioti,  it  bein^ 
the  point  at  which  1  expected  the  23d  to  be 
formed.  I  expected  it  was  that  regiment.  I  ap- 
proached th^m,  and,  as  soon  as  I  was  near  enoogn, 
I  skw  a  body  of  itoen,  who  I  thought  to  be  the 
23d,  in  rear  of  the  artitlery,  broken.  I  hobbled 
in  amongst  them,  and  began  to  rally  them,  and 
directed  them  to  form  |  but  Ifooa  found  my  ttii- 
take ;  it  was  tlie  Britiah  49ifa,  who  had  pushed 
forward  to  the  head  of  their  column,  and  gained 
the  rear  of  the  artillery.  I  w^as  immediatdy  dis- 
armed, and  conveyed  down  the  column  to  its  rear. 
It  was  not  yet  day,  and  the  extreme  darkness  of 
the  night,  to  which  was  added  the  smoke  of  the 
fire,  put  it  totally  out  of  our  power  to  see  the  sit- 
uation of  the  enemy.  This  was  all  that  saved 
their  columns  from  sure  and  total  destruction,  of 
which  some  of  their  officers  are  arware.  Ahtr 
seeing  the  situation  of  the  column  as  I  passed.  I 
did  hope  and  expect  that  Qeneral  Winder,  on  the 
first  dawn  of  light^  would  see  their  situaftion,  and 
bring  Colonel  Milton  with  the  5th  (who  I  had 
still  Kept  in  reserve,  until  I  could  have  daylight 
to  discern  their  situation)  to  attack  this  column, 
which,  I  am  sure,  he  Would  have  done  to  advan- 
tage; but,  to  my  mortification,  I  soon  learned 
that  he  had  fkllen  into  the  same  mistake  with 
myself;  and.  by  endeavoring  to  learn  What  was 
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ukiDg  place  in  the  centre,  he  was  also  ukan,  as 
well  as  Major  Van  De  Venter.  To  the  extreme 
darkness  of  the  night,  the  enemy's  knowledge  of 
his  intended  point  of  attack,  and  our  not  knpwioe 
at  what  point  to  expect  him,  mtist  be  attributed 
his  partial  success,  and  not  to  a  want  of  strength 
or  bravery  in  our  troops,  who  generally  behared 
lemarkahly  well  under  all  the  circumstances; 
and,  however  unfortunate  the  event^  as  it  relates 
to  myself,  I  only  ask  that  all  the  circumstances 
maybe  taken  into  consideration  in  making  up 
your  opinion  upon  the  conduct  of  Qen.  Winder 
and  myself  in  this  affair,  which  I  am  sure  you 
will  do,  and  I  flatter  mvself  you  will  see  no  cause 
of  censure.  I  reg[ret  that  my  decrepit  situation, 
and  the  rapidity  with  which  we  have  been  brought 
to  this  place,  has  put  it  out  of  my  {>ower  to  give 
you  a  deuiled  account  of  the  affair  earlier.  I 
«m  now  able  to  walk  some  with  the  aid  of  a  cane, 
and  hope  I  shall  continue  to  recover. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JOHN  CHANDLER, 

Brigadier  Oeneral. 
Major  General  Dearborn. 

HEADaUARTERS,  PORT  QSOROE, 

June  12, 1813. 

Sir:  As  the  General  is  unable  to  write,  I  am 
directed  bv  him  to  inform  you,  that,  in  addition 
to  the  debility  and  fever  he  has  been  afflicted 
with,  he  has,  within  the  last  twenty-four  hours, 
experienced  a  riolent  spasmodic  attack  on  his 
breast,  which  hasoblieea  him  to  relinquish  busi- 
ness allogetber,  and  the  command  is  g^iven  over 
to  Major  General  Lewis,  who  will,  in  future, 
make  the  necessary  communications  to  the  De- 
partment of  War.  The  British  fleet  still  rides 
triumphant  in  this  section  of  the  lake. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir^  with  freat  respect 
and  consideration,  your  obedient  and  humble  ser- 
Tant,  SAMUEL  S.  CONNER, 

A.  D,  C,  to  Qen,  Dearborn,  - 

Hop.  Gen.  Armstromq,  Sec^ry  oj  War. 


•Bxtraot  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major 
General  Dearborn,  dated 

War  Department,  June  19, 1813. 
"Tour  letters  of  the  6ih  and  8th  instant  have 
been  received.  There  is,  indeed,  some  strange 
fatality  attending  our  eflbrts.  I  oannot  disguise 
from  you  the  surprise  occasioned  by  the  two  es- 
capes of  a  beaten  enemy :  first,  on  the  27th  ultimo, 
and  again  on  the  1st  insunL    Battles  are  not 

fained  when  an  inferior  and  broken  enemy  is  not 
eslroyed.  Nothing  is  done,  while  anything  that 
might  have  been  done  is  omitted.  This  maxim 
is  as  old  as  the  profession  of  arms,  and  in  no  walk 
of  life  applies  with  as  much  force  as  in  that  of  a 
soldier. 

"Should  Proctor  have  retired  from  Maiden, 
and  been  able  to  effect  a  junction  with  Vincent's 
corps  at  the  head  of  the  Lake,  it  has  been  done 
for  one  of  two  purposes:  either  to  dispute  with 
you  the  possession  of  the  peninsula,  or  more  se- 


curelv  to  cfieet  the  genctal  rativat  to  KiofsUMi* 
The  latter  is  the  more  probable  canjectufa  of  tha 
two,  and  is  streagthened  by  theappearanee  of  Yea 
on  the  upper  part  of  the  Lake,  and  by  the  posiiioo 
which  Vincent  has  taken  there." 

Extinct,  dated 
Headquarters,  Fort  Gborge, 
June  20, 1813. 
*^  Sir:  I  baiFe  been  so  reduced  in  strength  aa 
to  be  incapable  of  any  command.  Brigadier 
General  Boyd  is  the  only  general  officer  present ; 
and,  from  resignations,  sickness,  and  other  con- 
tingencies, the  number  of  regimental  officers  prea- 
ent,  fit  for  duty,  are  far  below  what  the  serrice 
requires.  A  considerable  proportion  of  our  army 
being  composed  of  new  recruits,  and  the  weather 
having  been  extremely  unfavorable  to  health,  the 
sick  have  become  so  numerous,  in  addition  to  the 
wounded,  as  to  reduce  the  effective  force  far  be- 
low  what  could  have  been  contemplated ;  but  if 
the  weather  should  become  favorable,  which 
ought  to  be  expected,  a  great  part  of  the  sick  will 
probablv  be  fit  for  outy  in  a  short  time.  The 
enemy  nave  been  reinforced  at  the  head  of  the 
Lake  with  about  500  men  of  the  104th  regiment. 
A  vessel  carrying  ammunition  and  other  muni- 
tions of  war,  bound  to  the  head  of  the  Lake,  was 
captured,  four  days  since,  by  one  of  Commodore 
Chauncey's  schooners,  from  which  I  conclude, 
that  the  enemy  will  endeavor  to  keep  up  such  a 
force  at  or  near  the  head  of  the  Lake,  as  to  pre- 
vent any  part  of  our  force  in  this  quarter  from 
joining,  or  proceeding  to  Sackett's  Harbor,  (on 
the  purpose  of  attacking  Kingston ,-  and  such  is 
the  state  of  the  roads  in  this  flat  country,  in  con- 
sequence of  continual  rains,  as  to  render  any  op- 
erations against  the  enemy  extremely  diflScuUi 
without  the  aid  of  a  fleet  for  the  traosporution 
of  provisions,  ammunition,  and  other  necessary 
supplies.  The  enemy  would  probably  retreat  oa 
our  approach,  and  keep  out  of  our  reach,  being 
coverea  by  one  or  more  armed  vessels,  which  re- 
main on  this  part  of  the  Lake.  The  whole  of 
these  embarrassments  have  resulted  from  a  tem- 
porary loss  of  the  command  of  the  Lake.  The 
enemy  has  availed  himself  of  the  advantage,  aad 
forwarded  reinforcements  and  supplies." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  SecreUiy  of  War  to  Major 
General  Dearborn,  dated 
War  Department,  July  1, 1813. 
''The  leisure  you  now  have  offers  a  fine  oppor- 
tunity for  the  adjutanu  and  inspectors  general  to 
attend  to  their  particular  duties.    Some  of  the 
parties  of  which  you  speak,  from  the  enemy,  may 

f>ractise  a  trick  on  those  who  follow  them.  These 
ast  ought  to  be  very  circumspect.  Chauncey  will. 
I  hope,  soon  reappear  on  the  Lake.  A  battle  will 
then  decide  which  of  us  shall  be  victor  for  the 
campaign.  I  am  afraid  that  we  have  all  alon^ 
acted  on  a  belief,  very  pleasing,  but  ill  founded, 
viz :  that  we  were  ||iead  of  the  enemy  aa  to  naval 
means  and  naval  preparation  on  the  Lakes.  Are 
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w  ems  tiMit  omr  e»loalatioM  with  regtrd  to  Lake 
Srt6  ^av«  beea  better  tban  those  wUh  re^d  to 
LalBt  Ontario  ?  A  week  or  two  will  decide  this 
qvtstioo." 

HSAOaUABTERS,  FoRT  GeORGB, 

June  25, 1813. 

Sir:  I  hare  the  mortificatioQ  of  iaformiDg  )ro\i 
of  aQ  aafortUDateafid  onaceountable  eyent,  whieh 
oeeaned  yesterday.  Go  the  23d,  at  ereDing, 
i^eotenaat  Colonel  Bosrstler,  with  570  men,  in- 
iiotrf,  artillery,  earalry,  and  riflemen,  in  due 
proportion,  was  ordered  to  inarch,  by  the  way  of 
CUieenstowB,  to  a  plaee  called  the  Bieaver  Dams, 
OB  the  high  ground,  about  eight  or  nine  miles 
from  QrOeenstowD.  to  attack  and  disperse  a  body 
of  the  enemy  collected  there  for  the  purpose  of 
ptocuring  prorisions*  and  harassing  those  inhabi- 
laats  who  are  considered  friendly  to  the  United 
Stttes.  Their  force  was,  from  the  most  direct 
information,  composed  oif  one  company  of  the 
lOith  regiment,  abore  80  strong;  from  150  to 
200  militia ;  and  from  50  to  60  Indians.  At  eight 
o'clock  yesterday  morning,  when  within  about 
two  miles  of  the  Beaver  Dams,  our  detachment 
wms  attacked  from  an  ambuscade,  but  soon  drove 
the  enemy  some  distance  into  the  woods,  and 
then  retired  to  a  clear  field,  and  sent  an  express 
for  a  reinforcement,  saving  he  would  maintain 
his  position  until  reinforced.  A  reinforcement 
of  900  men  marched  immediately,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Chrystie;  but  on  arriving  at 
dueenstown, Colonel Chrystie  received  authentic 
information  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Boerstler, 
with  his  command,  bad  surrendered  to  the  enemy, 
and  the  reinforcement  returned  to  camp.  A  man 
who  belonged  to  a  small  corps  of  mounted  volun- 
teer riflemen  came  in  this  morning,  who  states 
that  the  enemy  surrounded  our  detachment  in 
the  woods,  and  towards  twelve  o'clock  com- 
menced a  general  attack ;  that  our  troops  fought 
more  than  two  hours,  until  the  artillery  had  ex- 
pended the  whole  of  its  ammunition,  and  then 
surrendered;  and  at  the  time  of  the  surrender, 
the  informant  made  his  escape.  Why  it  shoula 
hare  been  deemed  proper  to  remain  several  hours 
in  a  position  surrounded  with  woods,  without 
either  risking  a  decisive  action,  or  effecting  a  re- 
treat, remains  to  be  accounted  for.  as  well  as  the 
project  of  waiting  for  a  reinforcetnent  from  a  dis- 
tance of  fifteen  or  sixteen  miles. 

No  information  has  been  received  of  the  killed 
or  wounded.  The  enemv's  fleet  has  again  ar- 
rived in  our  neighborhood. 

With  respect  and  esteem,  1  am,  dtc, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Hon.  John  Armstrong, 

Secretary  of  War, 


War  Department,  July  6, 1813. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  President's  orders  to  express 
to  you  his  decision  that  you  retire  from  the  com- 
mand of  district  No.  9,  and  of  the  troops  within 


the  sante,  until  your  health  be  re-established,  and 
until  farther  orders. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Henry  Dearborn. 


Correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  Brigadier  General  Boyd. 

Extract  of  m  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Brig- 
adier (Senersl  Boyd,  dated 
War  Department,  July  30, 1813. 
"  The  restriction  put  upon  you  with  regard  to 
the  enemy  was  but  commensurate  with  their 
command  of  the  Lake.  So  long  as  they  had 
wings,  and  you  had  only  feet,  so  long  as  they 
could  be  transported,  supplied,  and  reinforced,  bj^  ^ 
water,  and  at  will,  common  sense,  as  well  as  mili- 
tary principles,  put  you  on  the  defensive.  These 
circumstances  changed,  the  reason  of  the  rule 
chances  with  them ;  and  it  now  becomes  your 
business,  in  concert  with  the  fleet,  to  harass  and 
destroy  the  enemy,  wherever  you  can  find  him. 
Of  the  competency  of  your  force  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  provided  your  estimate  of  his  be  but  toler- 
ably correct." 

War  DsrARTMBNT,  July  30, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  moment  received  information 
that  Fort  Meigs  is  again  attacked,  and  by  a  cob- 
siderable  regular  force.  This  must  have  been 
drawn  from  De  Rottenberg's  corps.  His  late  in- 
solence in  pushing  bis  small  attacks  to  the  verv 
outline  of  your  works  has  been  intended  to  mask 
the  weakness  produced  by  this  detaehment.  If, 
as  you  say,  you  can  beat  him,  do  it  without  do- 
lay  ;  and  remember,  that,  if  you  beat,  yon  must 
destroy  him.  There  is  no  excuse  for  a  General 
who  permits  a  beaten  enemy  to  escape  and  to 
rally.  These  remarks  grow  out  of  aome  recent 
events  in  yoar  quarter,  and  require  no  explana- 
tion. It  is  the  President's  wish  that  you  should 
communicate  fully  and  freely  with  Brij^dier 
General  Williams.  It  is  onlv  by  this  kind  of 
intercourse  that  the  eflbrts  or  all  can  be  united 
in  promoting  the  public  good. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Brig.  (Jen.  Boyd,  Fort  George. 

Extraet  of  a  letter  horn  Brigadier  Qeneral  John  P. 
Boyd  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

HBADaDARTBRS,  FoftT  GsOROB, 

July  27, 1813. 
**  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  last  on  the 
24th  instant.  On  the  22d  instant,  General  Lewie 
and  Commodore  Chauncey  were  advised  by  me 
that,  from  intelligence  received  from  Major  Cht- 
pin  and  deserters,  most  of  the  enemy's  captured 
ordnance,  and  their  principal  depot  of  ammuni- 
tion, stores,  dkc.  are  at  the  head  of  the  Lake.  It 
was  suggested  that  a  small  force  might  s arprise, 
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take,  destroy,  or  bring  thiem  off,  if  p«rt  of  the 
fleet  might  be  allowed  to  assist  in  moving  our 
troopa. 

•*  yesterday  the  Lady  of  the  Lake  brought  me 
a  letter  from  Commodore  Chauncey,  stating  that 
he  approved  of  the  enterprise,  and  would  go  him- 
self with  bis  fleet  to  the  head  of  the  Lake,  and  re- 
quested guides,  informiation;  dbc.  I  have  deemed 
it  proper  to  detail  a  number  of  troops,  under  the 
erainuiBd  of  Colonel  Scott,  wbic^  will  embark 
00  board  thi&LMy  of  tke  Lake,  with  directions 
to  J0O  the  sfioadrQUy  wbioh  »  believed  to  be  now 
somewhere  near  Little  York.^' 

fiitract  of  m  letter  from  Brigadier  General  Boyd  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  dated 

FoftT  George,  Jidy  31, 1813. 

"  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  27th 
jnatant*  Agreeably  to  the  plan  therein  suggested, 
Commodore  Chauxicey  arrived  here  on  the  28th 
;|qitant.  f  nd  received  on  board  the  fleet  a  body  of 
^eo  UQder  the  command  of  Colonel  Scott.  Light 
d^nd  contrary  winds  retard  their  progress  up  tlie 
4«i|ke,  but  ere  this  the  attack  has  probably  been 
made  on  the  head  of  the  Lake.  No  information 
baa  as  yet  been  received. 

''The  enemy  has'Iafery  kept  his  Indians  so 
cotisfalndy  acotiring  the  woimIs  of  our  vicinity, 
thft  we  gain  no  deaertexs  nor  intelligence  of  his 

Colonel  Scott's  Report 
Fort  George,  August  3, 1813. 

SiE :  I  Jimve  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  pbedi- 
•face  to  your  orderai  I  proceeded  on  board  the  fleet 
with  the  detachmeqt  of  troops  under  my  com- 
ImaDd,  destined  to  act  against  the  enemy's  post  at 
llie  head  of  Little  Lake,  or  Burlington  bay;  in 
aivfat  of  which  place  I  arrived  late  in  the  evening 
«f  tlM  SOih  ultimo,  the  fleet  hatii^r  been  greatly 
df lajred  by  the  almost  constant  calm  which  has 
tpHivail^d  aioM  W6  aailed. 

Tha  dehiy  of  fof  ty-eight  hpurs,  after  our  d^s- 
*'tii«tiDn  hecMtttie  obvious  to  the  enemy,  enaUed 
him  to  anticipate  our  arrival  by  a  reinforcement 
•of  SIOO  men  from  the  nearest  posts  on  this  side  of 
the  Lake,  of  which  we  were  early  apprized. 
Nevertheless,  Commodore  Chauncev,  with  my 
concurrence,  thought  it  advisable  to  land  the  de- 
tachment from  the. army,  together  with  about 
^50  D^arines  and  seamen  from  the  fleet,  (making 
a  total  fbrce  of  about  500  men.)  The  biett^r  fo 
enable  uis  to  ascertain  the  eiraet  force  and  posi- 
tion of  th€  enemv's  eamp,  the  landing  was  made 
on  th^  neck  of  land  which  nearly  cuts  off  the 
Little  Lake  from  Lake  Ontario.  From  this  point 
tfe  QOQld  plainly  discover  the  enemy's  position 
40  Burlington  heights,  surrounded  on  three  sides 
•by. a  creek,  and  in  front  of  an  entrenchment  and 
\m  battery  of  seven  pieces  of  cannon.  The  Little 
Lake  or  bay  is,  between  those  two  points,  six  or 
.aevjen  miles  across. 

Perceiving  the  strength  of  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion, and  Earning  from  the  inhabitants  that  the 


Ibrde  i^n  the  heights,  indepeodMt  of  tin  ff«ia. 
fbrcemwnt  above  mentioned,  wit  nearly  o^tMl  to 
oar  own,  the  Commodore  datearmlned  not  to.«idk 
an  attack,  especially  as -our  boats  would  hsfe 
been  greatly  annoyed  in  the  ascent  towards  the 
head  uf  the  bay  bv  a  small  schooner  of  the  ene- 
mv's,  having  on  board  one  18  pdond  carronade. 
The  channel  connecting  the  two  Lakes  did  not 
afibrd  water  for  the  passage  of  etthtref  our 
schooners.  In  the  above  opinion  i  felly  con- 
curred with  the  Commodore.  It  may  be  added, 
that  the  enemy  received  a  further  rei&lbroeiBeat 
of  400  men  the  tame  evening,  by  land,  from 

Kip|ritOB. 

Oti  our  return  to  this  harbor,,  tbe.  fleet  pol  Into 
York,  at  which  place  we  burnt  the  baivaeks  and 
public  stores,  atid  btonght  off  one  piece  of  ord- 
nance, (24  pounder.)  eleven  batteauz,  and  about 
400  barrels  of  floor  and  hard  bread.  The  bar- 
racks and  stores  had  been  repaired  since  thed7lk 
May.  Thirty  or  forty  side  and  wounded  in  Ju)s- 
pital  were  paroled,  and  four  prisoners  {reg^ra) 
brougM  ofi.  There  had  been  no  garrison  at  cite 
piece  for  tbe  few  days  previous. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbe., 

W.  SCOTT, 
Cohnd  eofmmawding  d^lodiimwU* 

Brig,  Gen.  Bovd,  Commanding^  ^c. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  Creneral  John  P. 
Boyd  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

HBAOaUARTERS,  FORT  GbOROB,  V.  C. 

Augwt  S,  1813. 

"  By  Tuesday's  mail  I  had  the  honor  to  receive 
your  commands  of  the  30tb  instant,  aad  yesterday 
a  number  of  letters  enclosed,  which  were  deliv- 
ered as  directed. 

"  Conceiving  myself  at  liberty  to  act  ofie^sively 
on  the  arrival  of  the  fleet,  an  expedition  was  ia- 
9iediately  concerted  against  the  enemy,  aad  ae- 
oeded  to  by  Commodore  Chauncey.  One  thousand 
was  to  embark  on  board  the  fleet,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brigadier  General  Williams,  to  land  at 
the  head  of  the  Lake.  The  army  at  tlris  place 
was  to  move  in  two  columns  against  tbe  enemy's 
front,  while  General  Williams  assailed  his  rear, 
and  cut  off  his  retreat.  Yesterday  morning,  the 
time  when  the  troops  were  to  have  embark^  the 
enemy's  fleet  were  discovered  off  this  place. 

^^  Commodore  Chauncey  wei^rhed  anchor,  ap- 
proached him,  and  by  every  indication  that  a  lee- 
ward position  would  admit,  offered  to  engage." 


HEADaUARTBRS,  FoRT  GBOROB, 

Aug%t$t  12, 1813. 
Btat  J  hud  the  honor  to  address  you  the  Sth 
instant.  Unfavorable  winds  continued  to  thwart 
the  wishes  of  Commodore  Chauncey  to  bring  the 
enemy  to  action;  and  about  the  9th  instant  he 
was  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose,  in  a  squall,  two 
small  schooners,  which  upset^  On  the  night  of 
the  10th  a  severe  cannonade  was  heard  on  the 
Lake,  which  we  ascertained,  in  the  moaning,  re- 
sulted in  the  loss  of  two  of  our  smallest  schoon- 
'  Ondiacouraged  by  these  slight  disistdr^ 


ers, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AIPPESmiX. 


fkOurecf.^U  NMhem  Ukrmy. 


Coiiia04oreClNi««o«ir  is  •till  ia  j^araoit  of  the 
ehenajr*  resolved  to  bring  hioi  to  a  general  en- 
gagement. These  eircurastanees  have  neeessarily 
dtiaf  ed  the  attack  apbn  the  enemy,  whieh  was 
contemplated  in  my  last  letter.  General  Porter 
is  assembling  a  body  of  rolonteers  and  Indians  at 
Baffnk),  with  a  view  to  co-operate  in  this  enter- 
prise. He  will  probably  join  us  soon.  Anything 
which  can  be  done  without  the  co-operation  of 
the  fleet  shall  be  attempted.  To  attack  the  ene- 
m)r,  without  bein^^  able  to  cut  off  bis  retreat, 
would  be  only  beating  without  capturing  him. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  4tc. 

JOHN  P.  BOYD, 
Brigadier  GtnH  Commanding. 
Hoti.  JoRM  Armstrong,  Sec^ry  tf  flktr. 

Headquarters,  Fort  Gborob, 

iltigua^  15,  1813. 
fSnt:   I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the 
12th  instant;  siniee  which  time  nothing  of  im- 

Eortance  has  occurred.  Commodore  Chauncey 
as  left  this  part  of  the  Lake,  and  the  enemy  have 
now  80  far  the  ascendency  as  to  render  the  pro- 
posed enterprise  against  bis  land  force  impracti- 
cable. Yesterday  General  Porter  arrived  at  this 
place  with  a  body  of  volunteers  and  Indians, 
which  had  been  previously  assembled  at  Buffalo. 
In  the  event  of  such  an  attack  as  was  contem- 
l^ated,  this  force  would  be  of  infinite  service.  At 
present  they  can  only  be  employed  to  harass  tho 
enemy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dltc. 

JOHN  P.  BOYD, 
Brigadier  GenH  Commanding, 
Hem.  JoBK  ARBiSTRotfG,  Scc^ry  of  War. 


LeUers  fr6m  the  Secretary  of  War  to  General 
LewiM^  commanding  at  SackeU^e  Harbor. 

Ihtrmcts  bf  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Mijor 
General  Lewis,  dated 
War  Department,  July  9,  ldl3. 
"An  order  was  expedited  to  General  Dearborn^ 
yesterday,  permitting  him  to  retire  from  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  and  district.  Another  was  sent 
to  Boyd,  forbidding  him  to  engage  in  any  affair 
with  the  enemy  that  could  be  avoided,  and  sub- 
jecting him  to  the  orders  of  Major  General  Hamp- 
ton and  of  yourself.  This  last  (for  Hampton  is 
now  the  oldest  officer  in  the  district)  was  intend- 
ed to  meet  the  contfngencf^  suggested  in  toy  last 
letter  rh:  that  if  we  regained  the  command  of 
the  Lake,  and  Yeo  retired  mder  the  guns  at 
Kingston,  that  this  moment  of  superiority  must 
not  be  lofst,  and  that,  bringing  down  Boyd's  divis- 
ion, a  blow  might  be  struck  at  that  place.  To 
favor  this  enterprise,  orders  will  be  sent  to  Gene- 
ral Hanipton  to  push  his  headouarters  to  the  po- 
sition held  by  our  army  the  last  campaign  on 
Lake  Ohamprain ;  and  a  requisition  for  ten  thons- 
and  mftitia  from  the  States  of  New  York  and 
Vermont,  in  reinforcement  of  this  part  of  the  pkia, 
Will  be  eupctadded. 


^*  The  moment  Chaun^iey  gets  out,  our  stares 
along  the  South  shore  of  the  Lake  should  be 
brought  down  to  the  harbor,  and,  in  that  ease, 
your  small  posts  (consistioof  of  regular  troops^) 
drawn  into  your  main  body.'' 


War  Dbpartmei^t,  July  3, 1813. 

Sir  :  It  is  not  merelv  possible,  but  probable, 
that  the  British  fleet  in  Lake  Ontario  may,  upon 
the  fitting  out  of  the  General  Pike,  refuse  a  bat- 
tle, and  take  shelter  under  the  guns  of  Kingston, 
until  their  new  brig  shall  restore  to  theiti  the  su- 
periority. A  question  of  much  importance  aris^ 
on  this  supposed  state  of  things.  What  will  he 
the  best  possible  employment  of  our  force  during 
the  period  we  may  be'able  to  command  the  Lake  1 
Shall  we  reinforce  the  troops  at  Fort  Georse  from 
Saokett's  Harbor^nd  cut  off  Vincent,  or  shall  We 
bring  frot^  f^ort  George  the  mass  of  the  division 
there,  and,  uniting  them  to  your  preseai  com- 
mand, attack  the  enemy  at  Kingston  ?  If  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  alternative  be  adopted,  twu  ibings 
must  be  done.  A  heavy  body  of  mLlitia  shoold 
be  assembled  at  Ogdensbnrg,  to  draw  to  [hat  point 
the  enemy's  attention,  and  General  Hampton 
should  move  rapidly  and  in  force  against  Mon- 
treal. Our  assembled  force  at  Sacketl's  Harbor 
would  amount  to  seven  thousand  men,  indepeod* 
ently  of  the  naval  means.  TU^  enemy's  land  force 
at  Kingston  is  about  four  thousand.  Could  a  suc- 
cessful attack  be  made  here^  the  fate  of  the  cam- 
paign is  decided— perhaps  that  of  the  war.  The 
object  is  great;  but,  in  proportion  as  it  is  so,  the 
means  of  effecting  it  ought  to  be  well  considered. 
From  the  sketches  I  have  been  able  to  procure  nf 
Kingston,  and  its  vicinitv,  I  have  no  doubt  bnt 
that  the  attack  should  be  made  on  the  works 
which  cover  the  battery  on  Navy  Point.  These 
gained,  town,  battery,  and  harbor,  are  all  at  your 
discretion.  Bcivare  of  dividing  your  attack ;  con- 
fine it  to  a  single  point,  but  let  that  point  be  a 
commanding  one. 

Believe  roe,  General,  very  respectfully,  dbc. 
JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  Gen.  Lewis,  Sackeit^s  Harbor. 


Correepomknce  between  the  Seerekxty  of  War  and 
Mc^or  General  Heuhrwen. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Cren. 
William  H.  Harrison,  dated 
War  Department,  March  5, 1813* 

'4  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  vour  despatches  of  the  11th  and  20th  ultimo. 

^  The  suspension  of  your  movement  in  advanee 
appears  to  have  been  necessary  ^  but,  though  this 
na»y  be  the  case,  your  demonstrations  against 
Maiden  should  not  cease.  These  you  will  make 
in  sttoh  way  as  shall  be  best  calculated  to  keep 
np  the  enemy's  alarm  for  the  safety  of  that  ppat, 
and  of  the  ships  of  war  wintering  there.  You 
will  bemor'e  able  to  appreciate  the  value  of  this 
polioy  when  I  state,  that  wa  shall  very  soon  be  in 
motion  on  the  Niagara  and  St.  Lawraaet* 
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*Tou  did  well  in  stopping  the  march  of  the 
two  re^imentii  from  Ohio.  To  have  added  to 
year  force,  so  longf  as  yoar  object  is  restricted  to 
the  maintenance  of  yoar  present  position,  would 
have  been  a  very  useless  expenditure  of  both  pub- 
lic spirit  and  puolic  money. 

^Aa  your  campaign  is  now  at  an  end,  and  yet 
nearly  approached  to  that  which  is  coming,  it 
may  be  proper  to  communicate  to  you  the  Presi- 
dent's views  in  relation  to  your  subsequent  move- 
ments. 

"  It  would  appear  that  Maiden  can  only  be  suc- 
cessfully approached  by  the  route  you  are  now 
upon,  at  two  seasons  of  the  year — mid-Winter 
and  mid-Summer.  The  former  is  gone^  and  to 
wait  for  the  latter  would  be  hardly  less  disastrous 
than  defeat  itself.  What  remains  for  us  to  do  is, 
to  keep  our  present  ground  till  the  Lake  opens, 
and  then  to  approach  our  object  by  water,  and 
under  convoy  of  the  vessels  of  war  building  at 
Presque  Isle.  These  will  be  afloat  and  ready  to 
operate  by  the  middle  of  May.  By  the  same  time 
boats  for  the  transportation  of  the  troops,  a  train 
of  artillery,  baggage,  dbc.,  may  be  constructed. 
Cleveland  is  believed  to  be  the  place  best  fitted 
for  this  purpose.  It  will  also  be  made  the  dep6t 
for  the  troops  to  be  employed  on  the  expedition, 
which  will  be  the  24th  regiment  now  at  Massac ; 
and  three  of  the  twenty  new  regiments  provided 
by  an  act  of  the  session  of  Congress  which  closed 
yesterday.  Two  of  these  will  be  raised  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  and  the  third  in  that  of  Kentucky. 

"  Whatever  these  troops  may  fall  short  of  the 
number  and  strength  contemplated  by  the  laws 
under  which  they  shall  be  raised,  must  necessa- 
rily be  made  up  from  militia  and  volunteers; 
whence  will  arise  the  necessity  of  strictly  attend- 
ing 10  the  progress  of  enlistments,  so  that,  in  the 
event  of  their  failure,  which  may  be  readily  fore- 
seen, time  may  be  left  for  resorting  to  the  other 
expedient.'' 

War  Department,  March  7, 1813. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  18th  of  February  was, 
from  some  cause^  delayed  much  beyond  the  usual 
course  of  the  mail,  and  even  some  days  after  the 
receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  20th. 

Yon  will  find,  by  my  letter  of  the  5th  instant, 
the  plan  prescribed  for  your  part  of  the  ensuing 
campaign ;  and,  to  prevent  any  ill  effect  arising 
from  its  miscarriage,  a  second  copy  is  herewith 
*  enclosed.  It  is  probable  that  Colonels  McArthur 
and  Cass  will  both  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Brigadier,  and  will  be  assigned  to  the  command 
of  the  two  brigades  intended  to  form  your  division 
of  the  army.  In  the  enumeration  of  corps  mak- 
ing parts  or  this  division,  I  did  not  mention  the 
two  regiments  of  the  line,  the  17th  and  19th,  parts 
of  which  are  already  with  you.  The  filling  up  of 
these  would  be  an  important  service,  and  you  are 
requested  to  promote  it.  If  you  are  at  ease  with 
regard  to  the  safety  of  your  present  post,  against 
the  attacks  of  the  enemy,  and  have  secured  to 
yourself  the  means  of  subsisting  it,  there  can  be 
no  motive  for  either  reinfoieiBgU  by  new  draughu 


from  the  militia,  or  retiring  from  It.  If,  •«  tkm 
other  hand,  your  force  should  bo  so  redoeed  so  to 
make  your  stay  perilous,  without  a  further  reia- 
forcement,  you  may  employ  the^  twp  regintais 
raised  in  Ohio,  or  so  many  of  them  as  may  beaa- 
cessary  to  ^our  object.  If.  again,  the  polimr  of 
adding  to  your  force  be  forbidden,  by  the  diooat- 
ty  of  subsisting  it,  and  there  arises  a  combiaalioa 
of  both  facts,  via:  a  want  of  force  to  maintaia 
your  present  position,  and  «  want  of  means  to 
subsist  a  lareer  one,  in  that  case,  and  in  tbat 
alone,  yoo  will  retire  to  the  fVontier  settlemeala, 
and  interpose  the  wilderness  between  you  and  the 
enemy. 

These  directions  have  not  grown  out  of  any  sog« 
gestions  to  be  found  in  your  letters,  but  have  been 
produced  by  a  circumspection  which  it  is  always 
proper  to  extend  beyond  the  mere  limits  of  exist- 
ing circumstances. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  d^s. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  Gen.  W^  H.  HARaisoir, 

FrarMinUm^  Ohio, 


War  Department,  March  9,  ISia 
Sir  :  The  Government  have  the  intention  of 
building  a  number  of  boats  on  Lake  Erie,  for  the 
purpose  of  transporting  troops  on  that  Lake. 
Cleveland  is  the  point  farthest  West,  where  any 
portion  of  these  can  be  made  with  sufficient  ex- 
pedition. If  the  whole  could  be  made  there  the 
better.  These  boats  will  be  of  the  kind  known 
by  the  name  of  Schenectady  boats,  narrow,  and 
sharp  ahead,  and  flat-bottomed.  They  will  carry 
from  forty  to  fifty  men  each,  with  their  bu[gage, 
arms,  and  accoutrements,  and  provision  for  the 
voyage.  It  is  proposed  to  commit  the  superin- 
tendence of  this  service  to  you,  and  to  bestow 
upon  you,  pro  hxic  vice^  the  staff  appointment  of 
Deputy  Quartermaster  General.  If  workRMa 
cannot  be  found  at  Cleveland,  and  other  places 
on  the  Lake,  you  will  take  them  from  Piiubarg. 
Such  materials  as  you  may  want,  other  than  those 
produced  by  the  country  itself,  you  will  provide 
at  Pittsburg,  and  have  sent  on  without  delay. 
Funds  for  this  purpose  will  be  put  under  your 
control,  and  you  will  be  careful  to  make  reports, 
weekly,  of  your  pros^ress. 

very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  &c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Captain  Jebdp,  Waahingiim. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Willaaa  H. 
Harrison  to  the  Seorstaiy  of  War,  dated 

HBADaUARTSRS,  CbILICOTHB, 

ilfan:^^  17, 1813. 
^'The  known  candor  of  your  character  u  a 
sufficient  security  for  my  recetvin^^  your  pardoa 
for  the  liberty  I  take  in  making  objections  to  tlie 
plan  of  operations  communicated  ia  your  letter 
of  the  5th  instant.  If  there  is  a  positive  certaiaty 
of  our  getting  the  command  of  Lake  Eria,  and 
having  a  regular  force  of  three  thousaad  five 
hundred,  or  even  three  thousand,  well  disoij^taad 
men,  the  proposed  plan  of  setting  oat  from  Cieva- 
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lit^  aod  Itndidg  on  the  Northern  shore,  below 
Maldea,  would,  perhaps,  be  the  one  by  which  that 
place  and  its  dependenetes  eould  be  most  easily 
rtd«eed.  I  am  unacquainted  with  the  extent  of 
the  preparations  that  are  makiftg  to  obtain  the 
na?al  Mperiority  upon  Lake  Brie ;  but  should 
they  fail,  and  the  troops  be  assembled  at  Cleve- 
land, it  would  be  difficult  to  get  again  upon  the 
proper  track  for  making  the  attack  round  the 
head  of  the  Lake.  The  attempt  to  cross  the  Lake 
from  CleTeland  should  not  oe  made  with  any 
other  than  well  disciplined  troops.  A  eompara- 
tirely  smaller  number  of  men  of  this  description 
could  eflfect  the  object,  and  for  those  the  means 
of  conveyance  might  be  obtained;  but  the  means 
of  traasportiog  such  an  army  as  would  be  requir- 
ed, of  militia,  or  undisciplined  regulars,  could  not 
be  proeored.  I  can  see  no  reason  why  Cleveland 
should  be  preferred  as  the  point  of  embarcation 
for  the  troops,  or  the  deposite  of  provisions  and 
stores.  These  are  already  accumulated  at  the 
rapids  of  Miami,  or  in  situations  to  be  easily  sent 
thither,  to  an  amount  nearly  equal  to  the  con- 
sumption of  a  protracted  campaign.  Although 
the  expense  and  difficulty  of  transporting  the  pro- 
vistons,  artillery,  and  stores  for  an  army,  round 
the  bead  of  the  Lake,  would  be  very  considera- 
ble^ the  Lake  being  possessed  by  our  ships,  and 
the  heavy  baggage  taken  in  boats  along  its  mar- 
gin, the  troops  would  find  no  difficulty  in  the  land 
route.  The  force  contemplated  in  your  letter  is, 
in  nay  opinion,  not  sufficient  to  secure  success. 
Admitting  that  the  whole  should  be  raised  by  the 
time  pointed  out,  they  would  be  very  little  supe- 
rior to  militia;  the  officers  having,  with  scarcely 
an  exception,  to  learn  their  duty  before  they  could 
instruct  their  men ;  we  have,  therefore,  no  alter- 
native, but  to  make  up  by  numbers  the  deficiency 
in  discipline. 

^*  I  am  well  aware  of  the  intolerable  expense 
)vhich  attends  the  employment  of  a  large  militia 
force.  We  are  now,'  however,  in  a  situation  to 
avoid  those  errors  which  made  that  of  the  last 
campaign  so  peculiarly  heavy.  Our  supplies  are 
procured,  and  so  deposited  that  the  period  for  the 
march  of  the  army  from  the  advanced  posts  can 
be  ascertained  to  an  hour,  aod  of  course  the 
troops  need  not  be  called  out  until  the  moment 
they  are  to  act.  Experience  has  convinced  me 
that  militia  are  more  efficient  in  the  early  than 
in  the  latter  part  of  their  service.  Upon  the 
whole,  it  is  my  decided  opinion  that  the  rapids 
^  of  Miami  should  be  the  point  of  rendezvous  for 
the  troops,  as  well  as  the  principal  depot.  In- 
deed it  must  necessarily  be  the  first  deposite ; 
the  provisions  for  the  army  being  so  placed  that 
they  can  be  taken  to  the  Lake  in  no  other  way. 
The  artillery  and  a  considerable  supply  of  am- 
munition are  already  there.  Boats  and  pirouges 
have  been  built  in  considerable  numbers  on  the 
Aoglaize  and  St.  Mary's  rivers,  and  every  exer- 
ttoA  la  now  making  to  increase  them,  intended 
for  the  double  purpose  of  taking  down  the  pro- 
TiaJODa  to  the  rapids,  and  for  coasting  the  Lake 
imth  the  baj^^e  of  the  army  in  its  advance.  1 
had  <»iculatMl  upon  being  able  partially  to  use 


this  mode  of  transportation,  even  if  the  enemy 
should  continue  their  naval  superiority  on  the 
Lake;  but^  with  this  advantage  on  our  side,  the 
whole  baggage  of  the  army  could  be  safely  and 
expeditiously  carried  along  the  coast  ia  the  boats 
and  pirouges,  which  could  be  taken  into  the  strait 
to  transport  the  army  to  the  Canada  shore. 

"As  I  have  before  observed,  the  army,  unen- 
cumbered with  heavy  baggage,  would  find  no 
difficulty  in  marching  round  the  Lake  at  any  sea- 
son, but  what  the  enemy  would  create,  and  we 
have  the  ineans  of  subsisting  a  force  that  would 
be  irresistible. 

<^  The  objections  to  proceeding  this  way,  stated 
in  my  letter  to  Colonel  Monroe,  arose  from  the 
time  that  would  be  necessary  to  construct  boats 
after  we  should  have  arrivea  at  the  strait ;  but 
this  objection  is  entirely  obviated  by  our  obtain- 
ing the  command  of  the  Lake,  as  the  boats  and 
pirouges  built  upon  the  Miami  wilt  answer  the 
purpose.  With  regard  to  the  quantum  of  force, 
my  opinion  is,  that  not  only  the  regular  troops 
designated  in  your  letter,  but  a  large  auxiliary 
corps  of  militia  should  be  employed.  The  only 
objection  arises  from  the  expensiveness  of  troops 
of  that  description.  This,  however,  could  not 
be  an  object,  considering  tlie  very  short  time  that 
it  would  be  necessary  to  employ  them.  Let  the 
moment  for  the  commencement  of  the  march 
from  the  rapids  be  fixed,  and  the  militia  might 
be  taken  to  that  point,  proceed  and  accomplish 
the  object,  and  return  home  in  two  months. 

"Among  the  reasons  which  make  it  necessary 
to  employ  a  large  force,  I  am  sorry  to  mention 
the  dismay  and  disinclination  to  thebervioe  which 
appears  to  prevail  in  the  Western  country ;  num- 
bers must  give  that  confidence  which  ought  to  bt 
produced  by  conscious  valor  and  intrepidity, 
which  never  existed  in  any  army  in  a  superior 
degree  than  among  the  greater  part  of  the  militia 
which  were  with  me  through  the  Winter.  The 
new  draughts  from  this  State  are  entirely  of  an- 
other character,  and  are  not  to  be  depended  upon. 
I  have  no  doubt,  however,  but  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  good  men  can  be  procured,  and  should 
they  be  allowed  to  serve  on  horseback,  Kentucky 
would  furnish  some  rM^iments  that  would  be  not 
inferiof  to  those  that  fought  at  the  river  Raisin^ 
and  they  were,  in  my  opinion,  superior  to  any 
militia  that  ever  took  the  field  in  modern  times* 
Blight  troops  of  cavalry  have  been  formed  in 
Kentucky  to  offer  me  their  service ;  and  several 
of  them  were  intended  for  twelve  months'  voir* 
unteers.  Governor  Shelby  has  some  thoughts 
of  taking  the  field  in  person — ^a  number  of  wo>od 
men  wiUfoUow  him.  He  thinks  that  an  address 
from  me  to  the  people  of  the  State  would  pro- 
duce a  good  effect.  I  have  strong  objections  ta 
those  addresses,  but  will,  nevertheless,  have  re- 
course to  one,  soould  other  means  fail  of  bring- 
ing forward  a  sufficient  force. 

"Everv  exertion  shall,  in  the  meantime,  be 
used,  to  forward  the  recruiting  service;  for  a  few' 
weeks  I  think  that  my  services  would  be  mora 
useful  in  that  than  any  other  employment." 
W.  H.  HARRISON. 
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War  Dbpartmbnt,  April  4, 18ia 
6iB :  Yoor  despatch  of  the  17th  ultimo,  from 
Chilltcoihe,  has  been  reeeired,  and  I  ha^en  to 
repeat  to  yoa  the  tiews  of  the  Prettdtet.  in  rela- 
tion to  the  next  catupaigo,  and  the  Sojunetions 
growlnff  out  of  these  with  regard  to  the  employ- 
ment of  militia,  6ce. 

Oar  first  object  is  to  get  a  command  of  (he 
Lakes.  MeftUs  to  accomplish  this  object  hare 
-been  taken,  and  we  have  the  fullest  assurance 
ttMt,  by  the  first  day  of  June,  it  will  be  acoom- 
pHshed. 

This  fact  assumed,  there  can  be  no  longer  a 
doubt  by  what  means^  or  by  what  route,  the  divi- 
sion of  the  army  assigned  to  you,  ought  to  ap- 
proach Maiden.  A  passage  by  water  will  carry 
you  directly  to  the  ft>rtress  you  would  attack, 
without  imp|airiDff  your  strength  by  fitigue,  or 
diminishing  it  by  battle.  A  passage  by  land  will, 
on  the  other  hand,  call  for  ereat  eflbrts,  and  ex- 
pose you  to  great  losses,  which,  if  (hey  do  not 
destroy,  will  at  least  cripple  you.  The  former 
will  be  easy,  safe,  and  economical ;  the  latter  dif- 
^eult,  dangerous,  and  enormously  expensive. 

On  the  other  supposition,  that  we  fail  to  obtain 
the  command  of  the  Lake,  a  new  question  will 
arise:  whether  the  campaign  shall  take  an  ofien- 
alVe  or  defensive  character?  Be  this  question 
determined  as  it  may,  the  utmost  extent  which 
oan  be  given  to  the  force  employed,  will  be  sevea 
thousand  efiectives, 

Varioffs  reasons  determine  this  point.  The 
etiemy  have  never  had  in  the  field,  for  the  de- 
Umioe  of  Maiden,  more  than  two  thoasand  men. 
Their  number  has,  no  doubt,  been  hitherto 
Mwited  by  their  means  of  subsistence,  and  this 
cause  is  not  likely  to  suffer  any  very  material 
change  in  their  favor  during  the  ensuing  cam- 
wlgn.  More  than  aeten  thousand  men,  there- 
fore, would  be  unnecessary  on  our  part.  Again : 
to  maintain  a  greater  number  would  be  imprac- 
ticable in  the  preseat  state  of  the  Treasury. 

It  now  remains  only  to  signify  to  you,  clearly 
tk«d  diMtlnctty,  the  kind  offeree  the  Qorernmedt 
wean  hereafter  to  employ,  in  offeneive  operations, 
U  it  can  be  obtained. 

When  the  Legislature,  at  their  last  session, 
adopted  the  measure  of  augmeating  the  Army  to 
fifty-two  regiments  of  the  line,  it  was  expressly 
in  the  view  of  superseding,  hereafter,  the  neces- 
sity of  employing  militia,  excepting  in  moments 
of  actual  invasion.  In  obedience  to  thb  policy, 
the  President  assigned  to  the  eighth  military  dis- 
trict of  the  United  States  four  of  these  new  regi- 
ttOBts,  which,  if  filled,  and  superadded  to  the  two 
regiments  of  the  line  now  in  that  district,  and 
the  24th,  in  march  for  it,  will  give  a  total  of  seven 
vegiments.  or  seven  thousand  men.  This  num- 
ber forbios  the  belief  that  any  employment  of 
militia  draughts  will  be  necessary,  when  it  shall 
have  been  collected.  Till,  however,  this  be  dotte, 
or,  at  least,  till  time  be  given  for  the  experiment. 
m  many  militia  only  are  to  be  called  out  as  shall 
be  nrecessary  for  the  defence  of  your  posts  on  (he 
Miami,  and  of  yoor  depots  of  provision  on  the 
Lake.    And,  should  the  recruiting  service  go  on 


less  fortunately  in  the  patciotic  Stfttsea  «f  Ken* 
tucky  and  Ohio  than  in  other  parts  of  the  UdioMt, 
you  are,  in  that  case,  and  in  that  case  oalv,  ao- 
thorixed  to  call  out  so  many  militia  dra«f  hii  as 
will  make  good  the  deficiency,  and,  ormntzi^g 
these;,  under  the  rules  already  prescribed,  await 
the  further  orders  of  the  President  in  your  caaip 
at  the  Rapids. 

To  these  orders  I  have  to  add,  that  you  wiU 
regard  it  as  your  duty  to  keep  this  Departmeat 
regularly  and  frequently  informed  of  the  aetttil 
condition  of  the  troops  under  yoor  command ;  as 
well  in  regard  to  equipment  and  supplies  of  pro- 
vision and  ammunition,  as  to  Dumber^  diselpline, 
and  health ;  aad  that  your  weekly  mm  monihly 
reports  shall  include,  also,  the  state  of  the^  •ri- 
nance  and  quartermaster's  departments,  noting 
particularly  the  number  of  horses  and  oxen  em- 
ployed by  both.  Yoa  will  readily  pereeirt  the 
necessity  for  giving  this  order,  when  I  state  thtt 
no  return  of  any  description,  from  yodr  divistoa 
of  the  army,  has  ever  been  received  at  the  Ad^ 
tant  QeneraPs  office.  Your  proportion  of  the 
new  staff  has  been  given  to  you.  Captain  Ad* 
ams  has  been  appointed  Assistant  Afyutant  Gen- 


eral, and  Mr.  Bartlett,  De^vtf  Ciuarteri 
Gkneral  of  your  division.  The  Brigadier  0«l»- 
erals  McArthur  and  Cass  are  employed  in  topef- 
intending  the  recruitiag  service.  A  letter  frota 
the  latter  gives  reason  to  believe  that  tb&s  will 
go  on  well  in  the  Stiite  of  Ohio. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respiecifnily,  yoor  BMot  obedi- 
ent servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  HAnniaoif, 
Commandmg  the  Sth  MiMtary  lH»tnti. 


Bxtracts  of  a  letter  from  Major  Oeneral  Hknrison  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

HEAOaUARTERS,  CaMP  MSIOS, 

April  31, 1B13. 

"  The  plan  for  future  operations,  as  laid  down 
in  your  letter  of  the  4th,  is.  no  doubt,  the  best 
that  could  have  been  devised  in  the  event  of  the 
promised  naval  success,  and  a  prosperous  is&oe  to 
the  recruiting  business.  My  measures  will,  there- 
fore be  entirely  directed  to  the  prosecution  of  the 
campaign  in  that  way. 

^ "  There  is  nothing  to  be  feared  as  to  the  ^lie- 
rior  operations  of  the  campaign. 

'^  I  shall  cause  the  movements  of  the  enemy  to 
be  narrowly  watched ;  but,  in  the  event  of  tbdr 
landing  at  Lower  Sandusky,  that  post  cannot  be 
saved.  I  will  direct  it,  in  such  an  event,  to  be 
evacuated.  The  stores  there  are  not  of  mueh 
consequence,  excepting  about  &7e,  hundred  stands 
of  arins^  which  I  will  cause  to  be  removed  as 
soon  as  the  roads  are  practicable  \  &t  present  it  is 
impossible.'' 

Extract  of  a  latter  fiom  the  aecretay  ef  Ww  to  Ma- 
jor General  William  H.  Haerisen*  datad 

Wae  DfefAaTMBiiT,  Miy  8,  Iflia. 
"Your  letters  of  thal^lat  and  d5th  nltiaiotore 
btew  received*    I  never  meant  that  ynot  <»'  fMir 
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vliiJerXi  or  Mores  for  iha  campaigo,  aow  col- 
lected at  Fort  Meigs,  should  be  brought  back  to 
CleTelami  for  embarcation.  My  intention  was, 
that  the  boau  built  there  should  move  along  the 
coast,  in  the  wake  of  the  fleet,  to  Sandusky,  or 
to  the  very  foot  of  the  rapids,  if  that  were  prac- 
ticable and  expedient,  taking  in,  on  the  route, 
what  was  wanted.  The  boats  building  and  built 
by  Major  Jesup  are  not  decked,  but  strong  and 
hij^h-sided. and  very  competent  to  the  navigation 
of^the  Lake,  particularly  between  the  chain  of 
islands  and  the  west  shore." 

Bxtraet  of  a  letter  Irom  the  ■»»#  U  the  aane. 
1¥ar  Dbpaetmbnt,  May  21, 1813. 

^Towr  future  requisitions  for  ordnance  stores 
will  be  governed  by  the  quantity  on  hand  at 
Port  Meigs  and  Franklinton,  and  by  the  number 
aid  cali^n  of  the  pieces  you  propose  to  take 
with  you  against  Maiden.  Your  whole  train,  if 
I  am  well  informed,  amounts  to  thirty-five  pieces, 
of  which  nine  are  eighteen  pounders. 

^The  34th  regiment  was,  on  the  10th  instant, 
at  Lexington,  (Kentucky,)  on  their  way  to  Cleve- 
Ittid.  Tott  will  give  it  any  other  point  of  ren- 
dtzvoua  you  may  think  proper,  and  adopt  such 
means  to  assemble  the  other  parts  of  your  divis- 
ion as  will  be  most  advisable.  On  this  head,  1 
woold  but  suggest,  that  the  arrangement  which 
tball  best  mask  your  real  design,  and  most  im- 
press the  enemv  with  a  belief  that  your  march 
to  Maiden  will  be  by  land,  will  be  the  best. 

*"  Clothing  for  the  26lh,  27th,  and  28th  regi- 
meatSy  iias  boea  forwarded  from  Philadelphia. 

^  The  last  acoeuats  of  the  boats  preparing  by 
Major  Jesop  ware  favorable.  That  offieer  will, 
aeceasarily,  report  to  you,  and  take  your  orders." 

.Byt^art  ol  a  Isttar  £roBi  the  fame  to  the  same. 
War  DxRavniMn,  •^  U,  1813, 

^Orders  have  been  sent  to  Captain  Perry  to 
eommooieate  to  you  'the  naval  moremeats,  and 
to  concert  if  Ith  you  the  necessary  co*operations. 

'^Qf  the  militia,  you  are  authorized  to  take 
what,  in  your  judgment,  will  be  necessary.  Such 
of  the  Kentucky  militia  as  are  in  service  would 
be  better  than  a  new  draught  There  i$  (of  the 
Fennsylrania  militia)  one  regiment  at  BIrie, 
armed,  equipped,  dtc.  These  are  subjected  to 
your  command." 

WiB  Dbpartmbrt^  Aug.  5, 1813. 
6ta:  The  best  interpretation  of  the  late  more- 
Bieata  of  the  enemy  in  your  quarter,  is,  that  De 
Rottenberg  has  detaehed  to  the  aid  of  Proetor 
between  rour  and  ^re  hundred  men,  and  that, 
with  these,  he  is  attempting  to  save  M alden  bv 
attacking  Fort  Meigs*  lf-4his  conjecture  be  well 
{ftnadfd^  it  «as»«at«  the  uae  p^liay  ou  aur  part, 
provided  the  MtyUwaaomar  th«  bar.  Qo  di- 
rectly; to  Maldeo,  and  leave  Mr.  Proctor  to  amuse 
hiaaaelf  with  Fort  Meigs.  There  is  no  objection 
to  your  appointing  the  sergf^anu  to  oUier  offices, 


pro  tempore*  Captain  Butler  has  been  appointed 
•Major  of  the  32d  regiment,  and  Lieutenant  Mc- 
Glee,  Captain  in  the  42d. 

I  am,  bir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedi- 
ent servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Harrison. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  William  H. 
HarrisoDy  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 
HaAPauARTBRa,  Senbca  Town, 
August  22, 1813. 
^  I  am  exerting  every  nerve  to  complete  my 
preparations  for  crossing  the  Lake  as  soon  as  I 
am  reinforced  by  two  thousand  of  the  Kentucky 
militia.    That  number  is  indispensable^  from  the 
sickly  btate  of  the  regular  troops,  or  whom  I 
shall  think  myself  fortui<ate  to  take  with  me  ivffh. 
fifths  of  the  aggregate  aAount." 

ExtBaotof  a  letlor  fiam  Mi^r  Oenaral  HariiaoA  iotha 
Secietaiy  of  War,  daled 

HEADaUARTBRB,  SbNBOA  ToWlf, 

A^guH  89, 1813. 
^  I  shaU  be  able  to  eoibark,  some  day  between 
the  10th  and  15th  proximo,  with  upwards  'of 
2,000  regular  troops,  and  8,000  militia.  Every 
exertion  haa  been,  aad  is  eontiaoed.  to  he  mad^ 
to  prepare  for  the  contemplated  offensive  opera- 
tloaa ;  hot,  aa  we  could  not  navigate  the  lakeiiatil 
oor  flotilla  eamaiip^iioraaeufliulata  at  any  point  oa 
iti  Burfiu  the  atorea  that  were  at  Upper  Saadtiikf 
aad  Fort  Wincheater,  during  Proctor's  late  iovar 
sioa,  it  will  take  the  time  i  have  meationed  b«» 
fore  the  embarcation  can  be  effected*  It  aaighi  ba 
faeiliiated  by  moviM  the  troops  thai  are  htre^ 
imoiediately  to  the  lake,  and  ihaa  waiting  for  the 
Keatueky  militia.  But  so  extremely  uohcaltby 
is  the  whole  of  the  Southera  ahore,  from  Huraaia 
the  fiver  Raiain,  that  the  moel  fiital  effeata  wo«UL 
foUow  the  keepiag  the  troopa  u|na  it,  evea  foe  4 
few  days.  Vou  caa  form  a  oonect  ostAuiale  of 
the  dreadful  eieets  of  the  immeoae  body  of  atagr 
naat  water,  with  wkicb  the  lioiBity  of  the  Lakoa 
abouodf,  from  the  atate  of  the  troopa  aA  Lower 
Sandusky.  Upwards  ofi  ni^iety  are  repprthd  on 
the  sick  list,  out  of  about  two  hundred  and  lwMiy» 
Those  at  Fart  Meiga  are  not  miiah  better." 


Extract  oi  a  kfttor  «Mi  M^  GoMoaL  IMmiiaai  H. 
Harrison  to  the  Qaccataiy  of  War,  dated 

S^faAerll8,1813. 
"The  ereater  part  of  the  troops  are  here  with 
me.  and  the  whole  will»  I  believe,  be  up  by  twelve 
o'clock.  I  shall  proceed  as  far  as  the  Middle  Sis- 
ter, in  the  course  of  to-night  and  to-morrow,  andi 
in  the  following  night  fet  so  near  the  enemy's 
coast  as  to  land  two  or  three  miles  below  Maiden, 
by  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning.  These  proo- 
pects  may,  however, be  retarded  by  adverse  wlnda. 
Commodore  Perry  gives  roe  every  assistance  in 
his  power,  but  bis  crews  were  so  much  cut  up  in 
the  late  action,  that  he  cannot  navigate  his  ressab 
without  the  aid  of  my  men." 
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Failure  of  the  Northern  Army. 


War  Department,  Sackett's  Harbor, 
September  22,  1813. 

Sir  :  iDformatioD  has  reached  me^  through  va- 
rious but  UDofficial  chanoels,  that  Commodore 
Perry  had  captured  the  whole  of  the  British  fleet 
on  Lake  Erie.  If  this  be  true,  it  is  a  matter  of 
much  personal  and  public  congratulation.  It  en- 
ables you  to  make  sure  of  Maiden,  and,  as  a  sub- 
frequent  measure,  to  carry  your  main  body  down 
to  the  lake,  and  by  throwing  yourself  into  De  Rot- 
tenberg's  rear,  to  compel  him  to  quit  his  new  po- 
sitiooa  before  Fort  George.  After  General  Wil- 
Icinson  shall  have  left  that  place,  there  will  be 
found  on  the  two  sides  of  the  Niagara  a  force 
amounting  to  three  thousand  men,  who  will  be 
subjected  to  your  orders.  By  giving  this  new 
direction  to  your  operations,  you  will  readily  per- 
ceive of  how  mocn  importance  it  is,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Executive,  to  be  able  to  expel  the  ene- 
my from  the  country  lying  between  the  two  lakes, 
Brie  and  Ontario,  than  to  pursue  the  Indians  into 
their  woody  and  distant  recesses.  A  few  days 
will  put  us  in  motion  from  this  point. 

Acoept  my  best  wishes,  dbc. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Genecal  Hahriaon.  , 


HsAoaoARTSBs,  Amhbrstburoh, 

September  27, 1818. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you.  that  I 
landed  the  army  under  my  oomoaand  ai)out  three 
miles  below  this  place,  at  three  o'clock  this  even- 
ing, without  opposition,  and  took  possession  of 
the  town  in  an  hour  after.  General  Proctor  has 
retreated  to  Sandwich,  with  his  regular  troops 
and  Indians,  having  previously  burned  the  fort, 
navy  yard,  barracks,  and  public  store  houses. 
The  two  latter  were  very  extensive,  covering 
several  acres  of  ground.  I  will  pursue  the  €ncmy 
to-raotrow,  although  there  is  no  probabiiiiy  of 
overtaking  him,  as  be  has  upwards  of  1,000  horses, 
and  we  have  not  one  in  the  army.  I  shall  think 
myself  fortunate  to  be  able  to  collect  a  sufficiency 
to  mount  the  general  officers.  It  is  supposed 
here  that  General  Proctor  intends  to  establish 
himself  upon  the  river  French,  forty  miles  from 
Maiden. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Ac. 

WM.«ENRY  HARRISON. 

JosN  ARMSTROif  o,  Esq.,  Se&ry  War. 

Extract  of  m  letter  fh>m  Maj6r  General  William  H. 
Harrison  to  tha  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

HEAOaUARTERS,  MORAVIAN  TOWN, 

on  the  Hver  Thames,  Oct.  5, 1814. 
**  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  by  the 
blessing  of  Providence,  the  army  under  my  com- 
mand has,  this  evening,  obtained  a  complete  vic- 
torv  over  the  combined  Indian  and  British  forces, 
under  the  command  of  General  Proctor.  I  be- 
lieve that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  regu- 
lars are  taken  or  killed ;  amongst  the  former  are 
all  the  superior  officers,  except  General  Proctor. 
My  mounted  men  are  now  in  pursuit  of  him. 
Our  loss  is  very  trifling." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Harrison  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  dated 

HEAOaUARTERS,  DETROIT,  Oct.  16,  1813. 

"A  detachment  of  the  army,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brigadier  General  McArthur,  has  been 
for  some  days  waiting  at  this  place  for  the  neces- 
sary provisions  to  proceed  to  Lake  Michigan*  I 
am  sorry  to  inform  you,  however,  that,  from  the 
effects  of  a  violent  storm,  there  is  now  no  pros- 
pect of  accomplishing  that  desirable  object  the 
reduction  of  Michilimackioac,  this  season.  It 
with  the  greatest  regret  I  inform  you,  that  it  is 
almost  reduced  to  a  certainty,  that  two  of  our 
schooners  have  been  lost  on  Lake  Brie,  the  Chip- 
pewa and  Ohio;  the  former  loaded  with  the 
naggage  of  the  troops  from  Bass  Island,  the  latter 
with  flour  and  salt  provisions  from  Cleveland.'* 

**Upon  a  consultation  with  the  two  Brigadiera, 
and  Commodore  Perry  and  Captain  Elliot,  it 
was  unanimously  determined  that  the  season  ia 
too  far  advanced  to  attempt  an  expedition  to 
Mackinack,  if  it  were  not  commenced  in  two  or 
three  days,  and  there  was  no  hopes  of  suppliea 
being  obtained  in  that  time. 

''It  is  generally  believed  here^  that  Gkneral 
Proctor  despatched  an  order  to  the  commanding 
officer  at  Mackinack,  to  destroy  the  post,  and  re* 
treat  by  the  way  of  Grand  River.  At  any  ra^ 
it  is  not  a  matter  of  much  importance  to  have 
that  place  in  our  possession  during  the  Winter, 
cut  off  as  it  is  from  a  communication  with  the 
rest  of  the  world." 


Sagkett's  Harror,  OcL  30, 1813. 

8ir:  The  enemy's  corps  before  Fort  George 
broke  up  their  cantonments  on  the  9th,  and 
marched  rapidly  for  Burlington  Bay,  whioh  he 
reached  on  the  lith.  By  taking  this  route  he 
may  intend  to  reinforce  Proctor  on  the  fiver 
French,  or  Kingston,  at  the  head  of  the  8t.  Law- 
rence. He  was  apprized  of  the  abandonment  of 
Maiden  on  the  fifth. 

We  are,  perhaps,  too  remote  to  profit  by  each 
other's  sug8[estion8 ;  but  it  does  not  appear  to  me 
that  Sandwich  is  the  point  at  which  Proetor  will 
stop,  if  you  pursue  him.  From  Point  aux  Pina, 
on  Xiake  Brie,  there  is  a  good  road,  to  Chatham, 
on  the  Thames;  the  distance  is  not  more  than 
twenty-four  miles.  Were  this  gained,  and  tra- 
velled back  to  Sandwieh,  the  enemy's  means  for 
subsistence  might  be  destroyed,  and  himself  com- 
pelled to  surrender.  But  of  the  practicability  of 
this,  you  are  the  best  judge.  My  opinion  is  sug- 
gested by  the  map. 

The  first  division  of  this  army  sailed  two  days 
ago.    The  second  and  the  reserve  follow  to-day. 

Youfs,  with  great  reject, 

J.  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Harei0Oii. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Harrison  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  dated 
HsADaoARTERS,  Erib,  Pa.,  Oct.  21, 1813. 
**  Soon  after  my  htter  to  you  of  the  16th  in* 
stant  was  written,  I  was  informed  that  a  apeoial 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


38d7 


APPENDIX. 

FaUm*  <f  the  Northern  Amy. 


28SS 


noMDger,  with  d«fpttohes  from  yoa,  bad  left 
BassIsltDcl  ia  the  sehoooer  Chippewa,  which  had 
been  driven  from  the  mouth  of  the  Detroit  river 
in  a  violent  storm ;  and  from  the  circumsitenee 
of  a  qdintitv  of  bag^gaffe,  belonging^  to  the  officers, 
which  was  known  to  be  on  board,  being  found  on 
the  take  shore,  she  was  believed  to  have  been  lost. 
As  I  had  pearly  completed  the  arrangement  for  a 
suspension  of  hostilities  with  the  Indians,  although 
I  had  no  information  as  to  the  movement  of  the 
army  on  Lake  Ontario,  I  determined  to  embark 
General  Mc Arthur's  brigade,  and  the  battalion  of 
the  United  States'  riflemen,  and  proceed  with 
them  down  the  lake,  until  I  could  receive  some 
certain  information  of  the  movements  of  the  army 
under  General  Wilkinson,  and  what  was  expect- 
ed from  me.  I  arrived  here  this  morning,  with 
Commodore  Perry,  in  the  Ariel,  having  left  the 
remainder  of  the  fleet  at  Bass  Island.  It  is  pro- 
bable they  will  be  here  this  evening,  when  we 
shall  immediately  procet>d  to  Buffalo^' 


Extract  of  a  letter  firom  Major  General  Harriaon  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  dated 
HsADauARTBRa,  Buffalo,  Oct.  24, 1813. 

^  I  have  thia  moment  landed  at  this  place,  from 
oa  bomr4  the  aehooner  Ariel,  which  ia  one  of  the 
saven  vesaels  with  which  I  left  Detroit,  having 
oa  board  the  sreater  part  of  JJdc Arthur's  brigade, 
aad  the  detachment  of  United  States'  rifle  regi- 
ment, under  Colonel  Smith.  The  other  vessels 
aM  ailj  I  believe,  in  sight,  and  will  be  up  in  a 
short  time.  The  aggregate  number  of  troops 
with  me  is  about  thirteen  hundred,  hut  not  more 
than  one  thansand  fit  for  duty.  Before  this 
reaches  you,  you  no  doubt  will  be  informed  of 
the  loss  of  your  messenger,  Captain  Brown,  with 
the  deepatehes  that  were  intrusted  with  him. 
Not  having  received  your  directions,  and  being 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  state  of  our  military  ope- 
rations in  this  quarter.  I  was  much  at  a  loss  to 
know  how  to  proceed ;  but  believing  that  Gene- 
ral Cass  with  his  brigade  would  be  able  to  secure 
Detroit,  and  our  adjacent  eouquests,  after  having 
eoaeloded  an  armistice  with  a  greater  part  of  the 
hostile  tribes,  I  concluded  that  I  could  not  do  bet- 
ter than  to  move  down  the  lake  with  the  remain- 
ing^ part  of  the  troops.  A  part  of  McArthur's 
brigade  is  still  at  Baaa  Idand,  where  they  were 
left  for  the  want  of  means  of  conveyance ;  and  a 
conaiderable  portion  of  their  baggage  was  also 
left  from  the  same  cause.  Means,  however,  have 
been  taken  to  collect,  and  bring  them  on. 

"I  shall  move  down  the  troops  immediately  to 
Fort  George,  where  I  shall  await  your  orders  un- 
less an  opportunity  should  previously  occur  of 
striking  at  the  enemy.  The  information  I  have 
received  here  of  the  situation  and  movements  of 
the  enemy,  on  the  head  of  Lake  Onurio,  is  vague 
and  contradictory." 

Win  DBPAaTMBiiT,  WiLMA,  Od.  30, 1813. 
8ia :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re* 
ceipt  of  your  letters  of  the  fifth  and  of  the  twenty- 
fourth  instant. 


The  despatch  by  Captain  Brown,  and  which 
with  him  was  los(^in  Lake  Erie,  suggested,  as 
an  ulterior  movement,  the  coming  down  to  the 
Niagara  river,  putting  yourself  on  the  right  and 
rear  of  De  Rotten  berg's  position  before  Fort 
George;  while  General  McClore.  with  hisbrig- 
ade  ot'  militia,  volunteers,  and  Indians,  should 
approach  them  in  front.  The  enemy  seems  to 
have  bt  en  aware  of  this,  or  of  some  similar  move- 
ment, as  he  began  bis  retreat  on  the  ninth,  and 
did  not  stop  until  he  had  gained  the  head  of  Bur- 
lington Ba^,  where  I  understand,  b^  report,  he 
yet  is.  This  is  his  last  strong  hold  in  the  pen- 
msula.  Routed  from  this,  he  must  surrender,  or 
make  his  way  down  Lake  Onurio  to  Kingston. 
His  force  is  estimated  at  twelve  or  fifteen  hun- 
dred effectives.  The  capture  or  destruction  of 
thia  corps  would  be  a  glorious  finale  to  your  cam* 
paigo.  Our  operations  in  this  quarter  are  but 
beginning,  at  a  time  when  they  ought  to  have 
ended. 

I  shall  go  on  slowly  towards  Utica,  where  I 
may  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  A4jutant  Gen- 
eral Gaines. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yoor  obedient 
servant. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Gen- 
eral Harrison,  dated 
BooNsviLLB,  November  3, 1813. 
^  I  have  fortunately  met  Colonel  Gaines  on  the 
way  to  his  regiment.  The  deputy  paymaster 
shall  have  orders  to  attend  to  the  brigade  you 
have  brought  with  you.  Captain  Butler  will  act 
as  your  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  and  shall  re- 
ceive an  appointment  as  such.  The  officers  of 
the  several  corps  composing  your  division,  (as 
well  those  at  Fort  George  as  of  General  Cass*!! 
brigade)  not  indispensable  to  the  command  of 
the  troops  now  in  the  field,  should  be  immedi- 
ately despatched  on  the  recruiting  service.  I  need 
not  invoke  your  attention  to  a  subject  so  impor- 
unt  to  the  early  and  successful  opening  of  the 
next  campaign,  and  to  the  extent  and  character 
of  your  particular  command.  Will  the  whole  of 
Cass's  brigade  be  wanted  to  the  Westward?  In 
the  event  of  a  peace  with  the  savages,  a  less  force 
will  be  sufficient;  and  to  hasten  and  secure  this 
event,  the  present  impressions  must  be  seized. 
Of  the  warriors  suing  for  peace,  one  or  more 
should  be  sent  by  the  nearest  route,  and  by  the 
most  expeditious  mode,  to  the  Creek  Nation. 
The  story  of  their  defeat  by  you,  and  subsequent 
abandonment  by  the  British,  communicated  by 
themselves,  would  probably  have  a  decided  effect 
on  their  red  brethren  of  the  South,  and  save  us 
the  trouble  and  expense  of  beating  them  into  a 
sense  of  their  own  interest.  When  I  wrote  to 
you  from  Wilna,  it  was  doubtful  whether  our 
attack  would  be  made  directly  upon  Kingston  or 
upon  Montreal  Reasons  exist  for  our  preferring 
the  latter  course,  and  have  probably  determined 
General  Wilkinson  to  go  down  the  St.  Lawrence. 
In  this  caae,  the  enemy  will  hare,  at  Kingston, 
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na^e  rfihe  N^Nhirn  A^fi^f, 


bH\Aet  hiftfleei^  a  gapri^cB  of  twelre  to  fourteen 
btiodred  m^n.  Had  we  not  a  corps  fn  the  neigh- 
borhood, tbese  might  do  misehief,  and  eFen  render 
intecare  the  Winter  station  of  oar  fleet.  To  pre- 
vent this  it  is  deemed  adri^able  to  draw  together, 
alSacketi's  Harbor,  a  considerable  military  force. 
There  are  now  at  that  post  between  foor  and  five 
hundred  men  of  all  descriptions — sick,  conrales- 
cent,  and  effectiTe.  Colonel  Scott's  detachment 
(about  seven  hundred)  are  on  their  march  thither; 
and  it  is  barely  possible  that  Colonel  Randolph's 
(not  arriving  in  time  to  move  with  the  army) 
may  be  there  also.  This  does  not  exceed  three 
hundred  and  fifty.  McArthur's  brigade  added  to 
theae,  wilt  make  a  force  entirely  competent  to  our 
object.  To  bring  this  brigade  down  the  lake  you 
must  have  the  aid  of  the  fleet,  which  will  be 
readily  given  by  Commodore  Chauncey.  On 
tbia  point  I  shall  write  to  him,  and  suggest  a  com- 
mtmicatioo  with  you  in  relation  to  it. 

'^  This  new  disposition  will  render  necessary 
the  employment  of  so  many  of  the  militia  and 
T^onteerA,  now  in  service  under  Qeneral  Mc- 
Clure,  as  you  may  deem  competent  to  the  safe* 
keeping  of  Ports  Gkorge  and  Niagara,  and  tbeir 
depeAdiencies." 


6|l^:  CommodorjB  Cb^jivu^y,  with  the  fleet, 
i^cived  here  yesterday  morning,  and  informed 
me  that  he  was  ready  to  receive  the  troops  to 
convey  them  down  the  Lake^  and  that  the  sea- 
son was  so  far  advanced,  rendering  the  naviga- 
tion dangerous  to  the  smaller  vessels,  that  it  was 
desirable  they  should  be  embarked  as  expedi- 
tioMsly  as  possible.  As  a  very  small  part  of  the 
miHtia  and  volunteers  had  arrived^  and  the  situ- 
ation of  Sackett's  Harbor  appearing  to  me  to  re- 
quire immediate  reinforcement,  I  did  not  think 
proper  to  take  upon  myself  the  responsibility  of 
jifostpoiiing  the  departure  of  the  troops  for  the 
lower  part  of  the  lake,  conformably  to  the  direc- 
tions contained  in  your  letter  of  the  third  instant. 
"  The  information  I  received  yesterday  from 
two  respectable  citizens,  that  were  taken  near 
9prt  Meigs,  in  June  last,  and  who  made  their 
escape  in  an  open  boat  irom  Burlington,  con-, 
firms  me  in  the  propriety  of  sending  them  off. 
These  men  state  the  troops  were  hurrying  to 
Kingston  from  York  as  fast  as  possible.  The 
regulars  going  down  in  boats,  and  the  militia 
Inringing  the  latter  back. 

The  troops  are  now  all  einbarked,  and  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Smith,  who  is  an  offi- 
cer in  whose  capacity  and  bravery  the  greatest 
rdiance  may  be  placed. 

I  shall  set  out  this  evening  for  tbe  seat  of  Qov- 
ernment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  con- 
sideration: sir,  your  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  HENRY  HARRISON. 
.  Hod.  Jobm  Armstbono, 

Sicretaryqf  War* 


Chrre§pond9nce  vUh  Qo9ermr  ShMy  tn  rdm» 
iion  to  ihs  NwrthMdmtem  campaign. 

Fbanefort,  August  1, 1813. 

Sir  :  A  few  days  ago  I  was  honored  'wifh  a 
Utter  from  General  Harrison,  under  dale  of  the 
20th  ultimo,  by  his  Aid-de-camp,  Major  Trimble* 
In  it  he  says,  that  '^  he  had  just  received  a  Leiter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  authorizing  him  to 
call  from  the  neighboring  States  sucb  numbers  of 
militia  as  he  might  deem  requisite  for  the  eosu* 
iog  operations  against  Upper  Canad*-"  la  pur- 
stiaoce  of  that  power,  he  has  made  fi  requiaitioi;! 
on  the  Qovernment  of  Kenluck^y  for  reioforce* 
ments,  and  has  referred  me  to  Mi^or  Trimble  for 
ii^ormation,  ^c,  and  has,  in  warm  terma.  soli- 
cited my  taking  the  field  in  person.  Much  delay 
would  have  been  the  inevitable  ccoseqiieoce  oif 
ordering  out  the  militia  as  infantry,  in  the  ordi- 
nary mode,  by  draught.  As  mounted  volupteevy, 
a  competent  foroeoan«  I  feel  copfideat.  be^aaJy 
raised.  I  have,  therefore,  appointed  the  31st  (>£ 
this  month,  at  Newport,  in  tnis  State,  for  a  ^n- 
eral  rendf  zvofis  of  mouated  volunteers. 

I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  for  the  infonna- 
tion  of  the  President,  a  copy  of  my  address  to 
tbe  militia  of  this  State  on  the  oeeasion. 

The  prospect  of  acting  efieiently  agaiaai  Up* 

r  Canada  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  call  forth  a 
arge  force  to  oar  standard,  aod  they  will  be  im- 
mediately marched  to  the  headquarters  of  tbe 
Northwestern  army,  in  such  bodies  as  will  beei 
facilitate  tbeir  movements  ^  wben  there  tl^y  caa 
act  as  foot  or  mounted,  as  eircamstances  may 
require.. 

1  shall  take  great  pleasure  to  bear  from  tba 
President  on  this  sutijeet,  previoas  to  my  depar- 
ture from  this  place,  and  1  reqaest  tbe  favor  of 
vou  to  lay  thts  leCter  immediately  befbre  bim  f9t 
bis  consideration,  %ni  that  you  will  be  pieiased 
to  apprise  me  of  tbe  result  by  tbe  earliest  coii^ 
veyance. 

I  have  tbe  benor  to  be,  most  respeeffoUy,  yonr 
obedient  servant^ 

ISAAC  eHSLSY. 

Hpn.  John  Ahmstrpko, 

Secretarif  cf  War. 


Er; 


Rao  Hooc,  Koara  Rivaa. 
Mgu$i2l,  18iX 

Sir:  I  had  tbe  hpnor  of  receiving  your  Bx- 
cellency's  letter  of  the  1st  of  Angqst,  by  tbe 
Southern  mail  of  yesterday,  and  of  learnmg  fro^ 
the  War  Office  that  a  copy  of  it  had  been  ^orr 
warded  to  the  President  for  his  consideration  an! 
orders.  These  will  be  communicatee^  to  yomr 
Btcellencv  as  promptly  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dte.    ^ 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

His  Ez'cy  the  GovKaaoa^oF  Kbntuckt. 

N«n*-4l  is  nndeartoed  A«t  it  wss  aot  aafil  the 
rsosipt  of  the  above  at  the  War  Office,  &c  araoMb- 
sion  to  Kentaokf  •  ibal  Govamer  Shelve  letlir  wm 
sent  to  the  Prendent. 
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Wah  Oppicb.  September  27, 1813. 

Sir:  In  the  absence  of  the  Secretarv  of  War, 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that 
the  President  has  been  pleased  to  approve  your 
arrangements,  in  substitutioir  volanteers  for  the 
detached  militia  required  by  Qeneral  Harrison. 

The  term  of  service  for  the  detachment  under 
your  Excellency  must  depend  on  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  commanding  Greneral,  to  whom  you 
•re  referred  for  the  necesssary  information  rela- 
tive to  their  duty,  and  the  points  where  your 
troops  will  be  expected  to  operate. 

It  will  be  proper  for  your  Excellency  to  keep 
up  a  correspondence  with  General  Harrison. 
This  is  rendered  the  more  necessary,  as  the  sev- 
.  eral  requisitions  which  have  been  made  by  him 
for  volunteers  and  miUtia  bave  not  been  accu- 
rately reported  to  the  War  OflBce ;  and  it  is  pos- 
sible  he  may  find  it  advisable  to  discbaree  a  part 
of  your  force  before  they  reach  the  frontier. 

In  the  present  critical  period  of  the  campaign, 
it  seems  advisable  to  submit  all  further  arrange- 
ments to  General  Harrison,  under  the  instructions 
he  has  received  from  the  President  through  the 
Secretary  of  War. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
DANIEL  PARKER, 
C.  C.  War  Department. 

His  Ex'cy  Isaac  Sbblry, 

Governor  of  Kentucky, 

Correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  Major  General  Hampton. 

SfiPTBMBBR  1, 1813. 
Dear  Sir  :  Prevost  has  gone  up  to  the  bead  of 
Ihe  Lake ;  Yeo  has  followed  him.  The  object 
19  either  to  attack  Boyd,  or  to  draw  WHkiiuon  to 
the  West,  and  spin  out  the  campaign,  without 
either  giving  or  receiving  blows  or  decided  char- 
acter. In  either  case,  his  [Prevost's]  rear  is  man- 
ifestly neglected,  and  we  must  not  lose  the  ad- 
TROti^  he  presents  for  attacking  it.  Wilkinson 
has  Mke  on  to  Fort  George  to  baffle  Prevost,  (if 
the  former  be  his  object,}  and  to  bring  off  the 
army,  should  the  other  be  manifestly  bis  inten 


uon.    If  Chaancey  beat  Yeo.  Sir  George's  case 
will  be  desperate.    This  is  the  pivot  on  which 
the  issue  of  the  campaign  turns. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  yours,  ^c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Camp,  near  Burlington, 
September  7, 1813. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  came  to 
hand  by  express  last  evening.    My  dispositions 
for  a  movement  had  been  shaped  to  meet  the  ar- 
rangement communicated   in  my  letter  of  the 
31st  ultimo ;  but  I  called  together  the  Heads  of 
Departments  this  morning  to  know  how  far  it 
would  be  practicable  to  anticipate  that  which 
you  had  inuicated  in  your  despatch  of  ^he  29tb, 
and  it  was  found  impracticable. 
Learned's  regiment  has  not  arrived.    The  ord* 
13th  Con.  2d  Ssss.— 76 


nance  and  fixed  ammunition  belonging  to  the 
artillery  were  only  to  leave  Albany  on  the  fifth, 
and  the  latter  for  the  infantry  is  not  yet  on  its 
way,  notwithstanding  my  order  to  Major  Bom- 
ford,  as  early  as  the  l2ih  or  15lh  of  August;  and 
without  it  I  shall  be  fifty  rounds  a  man  short, 
having  now  less  than  fifty,  including  those  in  the 
cartridge  boxes.  Bat  what  is  worse  than  all,  the 
Quartermaster  General's  arrangement  for  the 
land  transportation  is  shaped  to  (he  20th,  and  can- 
not be  met  at  an  earlier  day. 

A  descent  by  water,  and  direct  attack  on  the 
Isle  aux  Noix,  is  out  of  the  question.  It  is  a 
pface  of  immense  strength,  and  cannot  be  ap- 
proached but  by  a  decided  superiority  of  naval 
strength.  This  Commodore  McDonough  does 
not  pretend  to  assume  in  the  narrow  waters.  He 
has  this  morning  been  explicitly  consulted  upon 
that  point.  Our  approach  must  be  by  the  Plaias 
of  Acadia.  I  have  directed  a  monthly  return  to 
be  enclosed.  Our  strength  will  be  less  than  4,000 
effectives.  Lane  and  Leonard's  regiments  have 
come  on.  with  mumps  and  measles  upon  them, 
and  totally  destitute  of  the  least  instruction.  Too 
much  must  not  be  expected  from  us.  All  ac- 
counts concur  in  representing  the  force  of  the 
enemy  at  more  than  6,000.  exclusive  of  t|iree 
battalions  of  incorporated  militia  (twelve  months' 
men)  stationed  at  the  Cedars  and  Cascades,  some 
distance  up  the  St.  Lawrence.  If  any  have 
gone  to  Kingston,  they  have  been  detached  from 
these  points.  These  battalions  consist  of  400 
men  each.  • 

I  shall  expect  information  from  you  respecting 
the  state  or  things  above,  but  shall  not  wait  a 
moment  for  it  after  I  am  ready. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

W.  HAMPTON- 

Hon.  John  Armstrong. 

Secretary  of  War. 


Sackbtt's  Harbor,  Sept.  13, 1813. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  7ih  instant  has  been 
received.  Chauncey  probably  fought  a  battle  on 
the  11th  instant.  A  heavy  cannonade  was  dis- 
tinctly heard  at  this  place  for  several  hours,  and 
a  boat  from  Great  Sodus  states  that  an  engage* 
ment  between  the  fleets  took  place  off  Presqae 
Isle,  on  the  northern  shore  of  the  Lake.  (Presque 
Isle  is  nearly  opposite  to  Great  Sodus.)  We  are 
anxiously  lookmg  for  the  result.  Had  Chauncey 
been  beaten,  or  so  crippled  as  to  make  it  neces- 
sary for  him  to  go  into  port,  we  should  have  seen 
him  here  before  to-day.  His  absence  and  his 
silence  gives  us,  therefore,  an  assurance  that  wha^ 
ever  may  have  been  the  issue  of  the  battle,  it  has 
not  disabled  him  from  covering  the  intended 
movement  of  the  troops. 

Our  information  differs  widely  from  yoore  as 
to  the  strength  of  the  enemy  at  Montreal  and  its 
dependencies.  A  deserter  from  a  British  de- 
tachment of  three  hundred  men,  moving  from 
Montreal  to  Kingston,  and  who  left  them  near 
the  head  of  the  rapid%  came  to  this  post  the  day 
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before  festerday.  He  states  that  the  whole  reg- 
ular force  near  Montreal  does  not  exceed  one 
thoQsand  efTectives,  and  that  but  three  hundred 
inralids  hare  been  left  at  Claebec.  Tbis  agrees 
with  information  received  through  other  chan- 
nels less  direct,  and  perhaps  less  correct  than 
yours. 

From  General  Wilkinson  I  have  not  heard  a 
syllable  since  his  arrival  at  Fort  George,  which 
was  on  the  4th  instant.  He  must  now  be  on  the 
point  of  moving. 

The  10th  and  32d  regiments  are  in  march  for 
Plattsburg.  The  latter  was  destined  for  this 
pbce,  but  learning  that  it  could  not  leave  Phil- 
adelphia before  the  12th,  I  have  given  to  it  the 
ahorter  march  and  nearer  scene  of  action. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  our  naval  means 
on  Lake  Champlain  should  have  fallen  so  far 
•hort  of  their  object.  To  our  operations  an  as- 
cendency in  the  narrow  parts  of  the  Lake  is  of 
•  infiatte  moment.  A  well  chosen  position  on  the 
plains  is  the  alternative  of  most  promise.  It 
«Bay  keep  the  different  corps  of  the  enemy  in  a 
atate  of  separation. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedi- 
-ant  and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Habipton. 


HEADaUARTERS,  CUMBERLAND  HeaD, 

September  15,  1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  got  mjr  forces  nearly  concentrated 
at  thi^  point  $  and,  with  McDonough's  aid,  have 
put  a  stopper  on  the  lake,  which  insures  tran- 
quillity while  my  operations  are  going  on.  All 
now  depends  on  the  duartermaster  General,  aod 
I  believe  he  will  surmount  every  obstacle.  I 
shall  soon  be  ready.    I  am,  &c. 

WADE  HAMPTON. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  War. 


Sackett's  Harbor,  Sept.  19, 1813. 

Dear  General:  Chauncey  has  chased  Yeo 
round  the  lake,  and  obliged  him  to  take  shelter  in 
Kingston.  The  Commodore  has  now  gone  up  to 
Fort  George  to  bring  down  the  troops.  .We  are 
ready  at  this  point  to  embark.  It  may,  perhaps, 
be  the  30th  before  our  forces  will  be  assembled 
aad  in  motion.  Tour  movements  may  of  course 
be  somewhat  delayed  ;  say  to  the  25th  or  26th. 

It  is  believed  in  Kingston  that  Sir  George 
Prevost  is  about  ffoinig  to  duebec.  Will  he  not 
stop  at  Montreal?    Yours,  faithfully, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

General  Hampton. 

HBAnftUARTERS,  LiTTLE  ChAZBY, 

September  22, 1813. 
Sir  :  At  6  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  the  19th.  I  dropped 
down  with  the  army  from  Cumberland  Head  for 
the  shore  near  this  place,  and  landed  at  12  o'clock 
at  night,  and  an  hour  after  had  the  light  corps  of 
the  army  in  motion  against  the  advanced  posts  of 
the  enemy — Snellin^s  command  against  a  post 


a  little  over  the  line,  on  the  lake  shore,  and  Ham- 
ilton's against  Odletown.  The  blow  was  to  have 
been  struck  at  the  dawn,  and  the  corps  were  to 
unite  at  the  latter  place,  twelve  miles  distant. 
Both  corps  were  misled  by  their  guides.  Snel- 
ling  finding  himself  out  of  his  way  for  the  first 
point,  pushed  for  the  second ;  and  as  Hamilton 
had  taken  a  circuit  to  get  below  it,  Snellin^  ar- 
rived first  and  fell  upon  the  picket  in  a  house, 
which  he  killed  or  took,  except  two  or  three,  aod 
the  main  body  escaped. 

Hamilton  arrived  soon  after;  the  army  joined 
them  a  little  after  nine.  A  few  desperate  Indians 
continued  to  lurk  about  the  distant  bushes,  a«i^ 
frec^uently  crawled  up  and  fired  ^iponour  aeatries 
during  the  day  and  the  succeeding  night. 

One  was  killed  on.  his  post  in  thedufcyand  two 
or  three  others  wounded.  They  were  frequently 
drove  ofi*and  the  thickeu  scoured,  but  they  eoo- 
tinued  to  hover  around  as  long  as  we  staid.  Tha 
army  had  on  their  backs  five  days'  provisions, 
and  my  intention  was  to  push  through  the  wood, 
remove  all  obstructions,  and  repair  uie  roads  for 
our  supplies,  artillery,  baggage,  4go.,  which  was 
to  follow;  but  an  insurmountable  difficulty  oc- 
curred, which  at  once  defied  all  human  esenion : 
the  drought  had  been  Qnoommon,^and  I  hadaome 
doubts  of  the  -practicability  of  procuring  water 
for  the  troops,  norses,  and  teams ;  but  the  points 
of  Odletown,  La  Cole.. and  the  river  La  Cadia, 
were  represented  to  me  as^a  sure  resource. 

The  troops,  however,  soon  dried  up  the  weUs 
and  springs  of  Odletown,  and  the  beds  of  La  Cole 
and  La  Cadia  are  represented,  from  an  authority 
not  to  be  questioned,  to  be  dry.  The  troopa 
be^an  to  suffer  extremely,  and  the  few  cavalry  and 
artillery  horses  that  arrived  were  obliged  to  be 
sent  back  to  Champlain,  a  distance  of  four  mila, 
for  water.  The  difficulty  began  to  produceefi^Mts 
the  most  to  be  dreaded. 

It  was  not  a  time  to  hesitate.  The  general 
staff  and  commanding  officers  of  the  corps  were 
called  Kur^her,  and  there  was  but  one  voice. 

The  Chataugay  route  was  adopted.  It  wia 
circuitous,  but  afforded  water,  and  was  ftaetiea- 
ble  in  less  time,  all  obstructions  in  the  Mher  eott- 
sidered. 

The  army  felf  back  in  the  aftemosB  of  the  Sisa, 
and  encamped  at  Champlain.  The  Chateogaty 
road  takes  off  near  this  place,  and  the  aimy  will 
advance  on  it  seven  miles  th»  afteraooa.  The 
baiggage  is  noiw  advancing  on  i  t.  I  hope  to  arrive 
at  Chataugay  on  the  evening  of  the  34th.  I  can 
from  thence  joio  you  at  any  point  you  may  ad- 
vise on  the  St.  Lawrence.  My  object  is  Cog- 
nawaffa,  opposite  to  La  Chine,  about  forty  miles 
from  Chataugay,  and  ten  from  Montreal.  I  have 
my  gutde5,  and  mformation  I  can  rely  upon.  Ttiis 
position  will  present  three  points.  If  I  do  not 
hear  from  you  I  can  take  either,  or  hold  faat,  as 
circumstances  shall  indicace. 

My  first  movement  was  unexpected  to  the  ene- 
my;  must' draw  him  into  some  confusion;  and 
will  pass  as  a  feint  so  soon  as  he  hears  of  my  route 
to  Chataugay.  My  force  is  less  numerous  than 
I  expected.    It  is  raw,  and  of  a  description  that 
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will  be  foreyer  falling  off.    All  I  can  j^ay,  is,  it 
shall  have  all  the  capacity  I  can  give  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
yonr  most  obedient  servant. 

W.  HAMPTON. 

P.  3.  Since  writing  I  find  that  all  the  corps 
cannot  leave  this  rroand  before  morning,  and 
that  it  will  be  the  l^h  before  we  reach  ^Chataa- 
gav.  W.  H. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Se(^  of  War, 


SackettIb  Harbor,  Sept.  25;  1813. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  32d  in»taqt  was  deliver- 
ed to  me  last  night.  Commodore  Chauncey  left 
this  place  on  the  18tb,  in  the  intention  of  running 
up  to  Fort  George,  and  covering  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  troops  from  that  point  to  this.  On  the 
twenty-first  he  had  not  arrived  there ;  the  effect, 
I  suppose,  of  adverse  winds.  This  circumstance 
will  necessarily  bring  after  it  a  delay  in  the  exe- 
cution of  our  joint  operations,  and  will  indicate 
the  propriety  of  your  not  advancing  beyond  Ma- 
lone,  or  the  Four  Corners,  until  you  have  advice 
of  oar  movement.  The  distance  from  this  place 
to  Malone  is  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles. 
An  express  can  reach  you  in  thirtv  hours,  and 
will,  or  course,  enable  you  to  gain  the  village  of 
Cogoaw^^a  as  early  as  may  be  proper.  Tou  will 
give  such  direction  to  the  militia  corps  assembling 
or  assembled  at  Piattsburg  as  you  may  think  most 
advisable. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Hampton. 

HEAOaUARTERS,  PoMEROY's, 

13  miles  frim  Chataugay^  Sept.  25, 1813. 

Sir:  I  had  this  morning,  at  three  o'clock,  the 
honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  19th,  and  find- 
ing so  much  time  on  my  hands,  the  idea  has  oc- 
curred, that  a  great  advantage  may  arise  from  a 
closer  view  of  our  means,  and  the  clearest  possible 
concert  and  understanding  in  their  application. 
Of  every  matter  and  thing,  relating  to  mine. 
Colonel  Atkinson  will  give  vou  as  full  an  idea  as 
^ou  had  been  with  me  tor  the  last  ^ve  days. 
When  you  shall  have  reflected  fully  upon  them, 
my  arrangements  and  ideas,  your  indications  can 
ha  made  with  more  precision  and  confidence. 

The  perfect  rawness  of  the  troops,  with  the 
exception  of  not  a  single  platoon,  has  been  a 
source  of  much  solicitude  to  the  best  informed 
among  us.  This  solicitude  has  not  been  removed 
hy  the  first  experiment.  Everythng  was  done, 
to  be  sure,  that  ought  to  have  been  done;  but  not 
in  that  style  which  the  example  of  a  Sneliing.  a 
Hamilton,  &c.,  ought  to  have  inspired  in  tne 
movements  of  even  the  light  corps.  We  want  a 
little  more  mercury,  in  the  ranks,  at  .least.  Can 
you  let  me  have  the  first  dragoons,  and  one  more 
Teterao  battalion?  At  all  events  let  me  have 
Hane  and  Haig,  that  I  may  have  their  local  as 
well  as  their  eoastitutional  ardor. 


But  the  great  object  of  this  letter  is,  a  full  and 
distinct  view  and  understanding  on  both  sidea. 
All  I  need  say  is,  that  whatever  part  ahali  be 
assigned  to  me,  in  the  general  plan,  shall  be  exe- 
cuted to  the  utmost  extent  of  my  ability  and 
power. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 

W.  HAMPTON. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Sec^ry  of  War. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major 
General  Hampton,  dated 
War  Department^  Sept.  28, 1813. 

The  position  you  have  taken  is  better  calculated 
to  keep  up  the  enemy's  doubts,  with  regard  to 
your  real  point  of  auack,  than  any  other.  Hold 
It  fast  till  we  approach  you.  In  the  present  state 
of  the  campaign  we  ought  to  run  no  risks  by  sep- 
arate attacKs,  when  combined  ones  are  practica- 
ble and  sure.  Had  you  been  able  to  have  broken 
down  the  head  of  their  defences,  and  seized  the 
banks  of  the  St.  Johns  at  the  Rapids,  you  would 
have  bothered  his  Knightship  considerably;  but, 
on  the  whole,  the  Western  movement  is  to  be 
preferred,  because  in  it  there  is  safety  and  con* 
cert,  and  in  the  meantime  enough  to  render  his 
attention  to  different  points  necessary,  and  of 
course  to  keep  his  forces  in  a  state  of  division. 

The  moment  the  enemv  left  the  upper  parts  of 
tho  Chesapeake,  I  ordered  Pickens,  with  his  bat- 
talion of  the  tenth,  to  join  you.  A  battalion  of 
the  thirty-second  has  similar  orders. 


HSADaUARTERS,  ChATAUOAT, 

OcUjher  4, 1813. 

Dear  Sir  :  No  change  of  importance  in  my 
afi&urs  has  occurred  since  my  last,  by  Colonel  At- 
kinson ;  but,  as  there  are  several  of  minor  consid- 
eration, I  have  judged  that  a  detailed  view  of 
them  might  be  of  some  use,  at  the  moment  of 
your  arrangingi  with  our  commanding  Qeneral, 
the  main  case  of  the  proposed  operations. 

The  road  to  Piattsburg  will  he  completed  to- 
day, and  is  a  (perfect  turnpike.  The  artillery, 
consisting  of  eight  six^pounders,  one  twelve,  and 
one  howitzer,  tolerably  appointed  and  found,  has 
arrived.  I  have  but  a  sondl  stock  of  proviaiaaa 
on  hand,  but  have  the  most  pointed  aesnranoe 
from  Colonel  Thomas,  the  Ctnartermaster  Qen- 
eral, that  a  supply  of  sixty  days  of  bread  and  floar 
will  arrive,  at  once,  in  the  course  of  three  or  four 
days.  I  have  only  from  forty  to  fifty  roundf  of 
musket  cartydges  with  me,  but  this  convoy  will 
make  the  supply  an  hundred,  and  give  to  the 
artillery  all  it  requires  in  reserve.  The  supply 
of  salted  provisions  will  not  exceed  one  fourth  of 
the  proportion  of  flour;  but  we  have,  and  can 
have,  an  unlimited  supply  of  good  beef  catde. 
Brigadier  General  Parker  is  at  Piattsburg,  hast- 
ening my  supplies,  and  presiding  over  some  ar- 
rangements that  were  thought  necessary.  I  have 
directed  the  commencement  of  a  petty  war,  <n 
invasion  of  the  lines,  at  and  near  Lake  Champiain. 
by  Colonel  Clark,  who  has  some  volanteers,  and 
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Brigadier  G^eral'Fasset,  (oar  colonel,)  who  has, 
at  my  instance,  called  out  his  brigade  of  militia. 
The  latter,  I  understand,  turn  out  but  badly ;  but 
they  will  make  together,  I  suppose,  from  six  hun- 
dred to  a  thousand  men.  There  has  been  incul- 
cated, by  the  artifices  of  the  British,  a  shameful 
and  corrupt  neutrality  on  the  lines,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  gain.  I  have  directed  these  officers  to 
break  the  truce ;  and,  should  other  means  fail,  to 
act  the  part  of  the  mischievous  urchin,  who,  to 
get  two  peaceable  tabbies  at  ^^  making  the  jur 
fly,*^  held  them  up  together  by  the  tails.  To  be 
serious,  it  is  really  time  each  individual  shall  take 
bis  side,  and  that  traitors  to  either  should  meet 
their  due  reward.  What  I  am  aiming  at,  how- 
ever, is  tranouillity  on  the  road,  by  kicking  up  a 
dust  on  the  lines.  It  will  also  create  a  division 
at  a  proper  point.  Of  Hopkins's  militia,  but 
about  two  hundred  and  Miy  have  arrived,  and 
not  more  than  fifty  or  sixty  of  them  have  con- 
sented to  pass  the  hue.  Such  as  refused,  General 
Parker  was  authorized  to  keep  on  the  lines  be- 
low, and  10  excite  all  the  alarm  he  could,  with 
them  and  the  Vermonters.  The  change  of  habits 
has  produced  more  sickness  among  my  raw  sol- 
diers than  I  expected.  I  believe  the  number  has 
accumulated  at  this  place  to  three  hundred,  and 
I  am  afraid  will  increase.  The  enemy  is  in  con- 
siderable force,  about  twelve  or  fourteen  miles 
distant.  He  made  an  attack  on  one  of  my  out- 
posts, with  three  or  four  hundred  regulars,  and  as 
many  Indians,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  first  instant, 
but  be  fell  into  bad  hands.  He  found  Snelling 
well  posted  with  his  own  and  Wool's  corps.  The 
attack  was  made  with  the  Indians,  and  the  regu- 
lars lay  in  ambush;  but  Snelling  dashed  upon 
them  with  such  rapidity  upon  their  flanks,  that 
they  all  scampered  away  together.  Lieutenant 
Nash,  of  the  thirty-third  regiment,  and  one  man, 
were  killed,  and  one  wound^.  If  the  Indians  lost 
any,  they  carried  them  off. 

The  Indians  still  hover  about  us,  and  shoot  at 
oqr  sentries.  The  St.  Regis  people  are  poor 
d — Is. 

I  hare  written  in  much  haste,  and  have  neither 
time  for  correction  nor  copying.  You  must  take 
it  for  better  or  for  worse.  I  will  only  entreat 
you  to  regard  it  in  any  other  light  than  that  of 
an  official  communication.  You  may,  however, 
no  less  rel>[  upon  all  the  information  it  conveys. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  your 
obedient  humble  servant. 

W.  HAMPTON. 

^on.  John  Armbtbonq. 


HEADaUABTERS,  ChATAUGAY, 

October  12, 1813. 
Dear  Sib:  My  solicitude  to  know  your  pro- 
gress, and  the  real  state  of  the  grand  anny,  is  ex- 
treme. It  is,  perhaps,  not  less  necessary  for  both, 
that  I  should  be  constantly  informed.  Implicit 
faith,  cordiality,  and  concert,  ought  to  unite  our 
efforts.  These  have  formed  the  oasis  of  our  ex- 
ertions so  far,  and  promises,  more  than  our  num- 
bers, the  result  so  much  desired.    I  have  no  re- 


ference to  individuals;  but  to  the  heart  of  every 
man.    The  point  and  movement  of  our  junction 
is  all  important:  and  that,  and  not  the  monient 
of  my  departure  from  hence,  ought  to  be  indica- 
ted; because  I  ought  to  be  the  ^st  judge  of  the 
time  necessary  to  surmount  the  obstacles  in  the 
way.    Between  this  and  Cognawaga,  much  work 
on  the  road  is  necessary,  and  I  ought  to  advance 
upon  it  two  or  three  days  earlier  than  might  be 
judged  necessary  on  a  smooth  and  solid  road. 
By  seizing  and  holding  strong  positions  in  my 
front,  the  work  could  progress  in  m^  rear,  with- 
out incurring  risk,  until  I  arrived  within  a  strik- 
inj^  distance.    You  have  said  ^  hold  fast,"  and  it 
might  be  considered  precipitate  to  advance  be- 
fore I  hear,  at  least,  that  the  Rubicon  is  passed 
above.    These  are  points  for  your  consideration, 
and  those  with  you  who  guide  the  general  move- 
ment.   You  have  not  sent  me  the  two  hundred 
mounted  dragoons.    Their  presence,  on  ground 
the  possession  of  which  I  do  not  despair  of  gain- 
ing,  added  to  a  force  of  four  thousand  efifective 
infantry,  and  a  well  appointed  train,  ooghc  to  in- 
spire you  with  some  reliance  upon  our  army, 
new  as  it  is.    High  pretensions  have  been  avoid- 
ed ;  but  the  moment  has  arrived  when  it  is,  per- 
haps, necessary  for  us  to  be  estimated  at  as  much 
as  we  are  worth. 

The  tenth  is  at  hand,  and  is  included  in  the 
estimate.    It  is  believed  the  militia  may  serve 
for  escorts  to  what  must  follow  us. 

Colonel  Clark  is  carrying  on  his  small  war,  on 
the  lines,  with  all  the  effect  contemplated.    The 
enemy's  motley  force  have  every  where  nearly 
disappeared.    He  is  concentrating,  no  doubt,  on 
points  in  my  way,  or  on  the  river. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully 
and  truly,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  HAMPTON. 
Gen.  Armstrong,  8ec*y  of  War, 
We  had  an  intelligent  deserter  of  the  regiment 
of  Canadian  fencibles.    He  states  the  enemy's 
force  near  us,  at  three  thousand  men;  but,  when 
put  to  the  detail,  gave  it  as  follows: 
Thirteenth  regiment — two  flank  compan- 
ies and  part  of  a  battalion      ...      30O 
Muron's  French  regiment,  two  flank  com- 
panies ......      20O 

Canadian  fencibles,  Colonel  Robinson     -      150 
Colonel  Shaburry's  command,  voltigeurs 

and  Indians,  and  some  fencibles  -      700 

Two  battalions  of  incorporated  militia     -      750 

The  whole  commanded  by  Col.  Williams     2,110 

Sir  QeoTge  had  gone  along  to  Montreal.  He 
brought  down  thirty-six  boats  and  about  six  haa- 
dred  troops,  included  in  the  above. 


Saokett's  Harbor,  Oct,  16, 1813. 
Dear  General:  Your  favor  of  the  twelfth  ol- 
timo  has  been  banded  to  me  by  Major  Parker.  The 
Niagara  division  has  been  slow  in  iu  movements. 
It  has  at  length  reached  Henderson's  harbor,  and 
moves  this  day  to  Grenadier  Island,  whither  th» 
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dirision  here  is  rooTin^  tho.    From  this  point 

iOreDadier  IslaDd)  we  take  our  departure  either 
or  Kiogstop  or  for  Montreal.  The  enemy  hroke 
up  his  positions  before  Fort  George  on  the  ninth, 
burned  his  surplus  stores,  arms,  &c,,  and  mored 
rapidly  for  Burlington  Bay,  which  he  reached 
on  the  elerenth  instant.  Advices  from  the  Bay 
of  Canti  state,  that  he  b  coming  down  to  Kings- 
ton, and  that  his  sick  and  conralescent,  to  the 
number  of  one  thousand  two  hundred,  had  already 
arrired  there.  He  will  bring  with  him  about  one 
thousand  five  hundred  efiectives,  and,  thanks  to 
the  storm  and  our  snail-like  morements  down 
the  lake,  they  will  be  there  before  we  can  reach  it. 
The  manoeuvre  intended  is  lost,  so  far  as  regards 
Kingston.  What  we  now  do  against  that  place 
must  be  done  by  hard  bbws.  and  at  some  risk. 
The  importance  of  the  object  may,  however, 
justify  the  means.  In  the  other  case,  (an  imme- 
diate descent  of  the  St.  Lawrence,)  the  army  will 
make  its  way  to  the  Isle  Perott,  whence  we  shall 
immediately  open  a  communication  with  you. 
Under  these  circumstances  you  will  approach  the 
mouth  of  the  Chateaugay^  or  other  point  which 
shall  better  favor  our  junction, and  hold  the  enemy 
in  check.  Your  known  vigilance  and  skill  make 
it  unnecessary  to  suggest  any  measures  of  pre- 
«aation  against  the  enterprises  of  the  enemy, 
while  you  remain  within  stroke  of  him.  The 
dragoons  will  pass  the  St.  Lawrence  near  the 
Coteau  de  Lac. 

Yours,  &c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Major  Gkneral  Hampton. 

Hbadciuartbrs,  Fona  Corners, 
November  1,  1813. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  21st  ultimo  the 
army  commenced  its  movement  down  the  Chat- 
eaugay ,  for  the  purpose  of  placing  itself  in  a  siiua- 
lioD  which  would  enable  it  to  fulfil  its  part  of  the 
proposed  combined  operations  on  the  St.  Law- 
rence. 

An  extensive  wood  of  eleven  or  twelve  miles 
in  front,  blocked  up  with  felled  timber,  and  cov- 
ered by  the  Indians  and  light  troops  of  the  enemy, 
was  a  serious  impediment  to  the  arduous  task  ot 
opening  a  road  for  the  artillery  and  stores.  Brig- 
adier Ueneral  Izard,  with  the  light  troops  and 
one  regiment  of  the  line,  was  detached  early  in 
the  morning  to  turn  these  impediments  in  flank, 
and  to  seize  on  the  more  open  country  below, 
w^ile  the  army,  preceded  by  a  strong  working 
party,  advanced  on  a  more  circuitous  but  practi- 
cable route  for  a  road.  The  measure,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  report  of  Brigadier  Greneral  Izard, 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  completely 
ancceeded,  and  the  main  body  of  the  armv  reached 
the  advanced  position  on  the  evening  or  the  22d. 
The  23d  and  24tb  were  employed  in  completing 
the  road  and  getting  up  the  artillery  and  stores. 

I  bad  arranged,  at  my  departure.  Hinder  the  di- 
rection of  Major  Parker,  a  line  of  communication 
as  far  up  the  St.  Lawrence  as  Ogdensburg,  fbr 
the  purpose  of  hastening  to  me  the  earliest  notice 


of  the  progress  of  our  army  down.  I  had  sur- 
mounted twenty-four  miles  of  the  most  difficult 
part  of  the  route,  and  had  in  advance  of  me  seven 
miles  of  open  country,  but,  at  the  end  of  that  dis- 
tance, commenced  a  wood  of  some  miles  in  extent, 
which  had  been  formed  into  an  entire  abbatis,  and 
filled  by  a  succession  of  wooden  breastworks,  the 
rearmost  of  which  were  supplied  with  ordnance. 
In  front  of  these  defences  were  placed  the  Indian 
force  and  light  corps  of  the  enemy,  and  in  the 
rear  all  his  disposable  force.  As  the  extent  of 
this  force  depended  upon  his  sense  of  danger  on 
the  St.  Lawrence,  it  was  a  cause  of  regret  that 
all  communication  from  yourself  or  Major  Parker 
seemed  to  be  at  an  end.  As  it  was,  however,  be- 
lieved that  the  enemy  was  hourly  adding  to  his 
strength  in  this  position,  if  free  from  apprehen- 
sion of  danger  from  above,  an  efibrt  was  judged 
necessary  to  dislodge  him,  and,  if  it  succeeded,  we 
should  be  in  possession  of  a  position  which  we 
could  hold  as  long  as  any  doubts  remained  of 
what  was  passing  above,  and  of  the  real  part 
to  be  assiffned  us. 

Our  guides  assured  us  of  a  shoal  and  practica- 
ble fording  place,  opposite  the  lower  flank  of  the 
enemy's  defences,  and  that  the  wood  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  river,  a  distance  of  seven  or 
eight  miles,  was  practicable  for  the  passage  of 
the  troops.  Colonel  Purdy,  with  the  light  corps, 
and  a  strong  body  of  infantrv  of  the  line,  was  de- 
tached at  an  early  hour  of  tne  night  of  the  ^th, 
to  gain  this  ford  by  the  morning,  and  to  commence 
his  attack  in  rear,  and  that  was  to  be  the  signal 
for  the  armjr  to  fall  on  in  front,  and  it  was  believed 
the  pass  might  be  carried,  before  the  enemy'a 
distant  troops  could  be  brought  forward  to  its 
support 

I  had  returned  to  my  quarters  from  Purdy's 
column,  about  nine  o'clock  at  night,  when  I  found 
a  Mr.  Baldwin,  of  the  Quartermaster  G^eral'a 
department,  who  put  into  my  hand  an  open  paper, 
containing  instructions  to  him  from  the  Quarter- 
master General,  respecting  the  building  of  hntt 
for  the  army  in  the  Chateaugay,  below  the  line. 
Ttfis  paper  sunk  my  hopes,  and  raised  serious 
doubts  ot  receiving  that  efficacious  support  which 
had  been  anticipated.  I  would  have  recalled  the 
column,  but  it  was  in  motion,  and  the  darkness 
of  the  night  rendered  it  impracticable.  I  could 
only  go  forward.  The  army  was  put  in  motion 
on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  leaving  its  baggage, 
di;c.  on  the  ground  of  encampment. 

On  advancing  near  the  enemy,  it  was  found 
that  the  column  on  the  opposite  side  was  not  so 
far  advanced  ^fi  had  been  anticipated.  The  guides 
had  misled  it,  and  finally  failed  in  finding  the 
ford.  We  could  not  communicate  with  it,  but 
only  waited  the  attack  below.  About  two  o'clock 
the  firing  commenced,  and  our  troops  advanced 
rapidly  to  the  attack.  The  enemy's  light  troops 
commenced  a  sharp  fire,  but  Brigadier  General 
Izard  advanced  witn  bis  brigade,  drove  him  every- 
where behind  his  defences,  ana  silenced  the  fire 
in  his  front.  This  brigade  would  have  pushed 
forward  as  far  as  courage,  skill,  and  perseveranccj 
could  have  carried  it ;  but,  on  advancing,  it  was 
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found  tb«t  the  firiM  h«d  coaioieoeed  ontha  op* 
posite  side,  aad  the  ford  Kad  been  gaiiMd. 

The  eaeoiy  retired  behind  his  d^eneea,  b(^&. 
renewal  of  his  atttfok  was  expected^  and  tbe  troops 
remained  some  time  in  their  position  to  meet  it. 
The  troops  on  the  opposite  side  were  exeesstTely 
iatigued.    The  enterprise  had  failed  in  its  main 

Soint,  and  Colonel  Purdv  was  ordered  to  with<? 
raw  his  column  to  a  shoal  four  or  five  miles 
abovBi  and  cross  over.  The  dajr  was  spent,  and 
General  Izard  was  ordered  to  withdraw  his  brif* 
ade  to  a  position  three  miles  in  the  rear,  to  which 
place  the  baggage  had  been  ordered  forward. 

The  slowness  and  order  with  which  Qeneral  Ixavd 
retired  with  his  brignde,  could  but  have  inspired 
the  enemy  with  respect.    Tbey  presumed  not  to 
Tenture  a  shot  ai  him  during. his  movement;  bat 
the  ungoardedness  of  some  part  of  Purdy's  com* 
mandeaq)osed  him  toiuearafuekflom  the  Indians, 
which  was  repeated  after  dark,  and  exposed  him 
tosome  loss.    These  attacks  were  al  wajrs  repelled, 
and  must  have  cost  the  enemv  as  many  lives  as 
we  lost.    Our  entire  loss  of  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing[,  does  not  exceed  fifty.    In  its  new  posi- 
tion, within  tkree  miles  of  the  enemy's  postf  the 
army  encamped  on  the  night  of  the  ^th,  and  re- 
mained until  12  o'clock  of  the  28th.    All  the  do* 
aertera,  of  whom  there  were  four,  having  oon- 
currad  in  the  information  that  Sir  Oeorge  Prevost, 
with  three  other  fi^eral  officers,  had  arrived  with 
the  whole  t>f  hb  disposable  forces  and  lay  in  the 
rear  of  these  defences,  and  a  letter  from  M^|or 
Parker  (bv  express,  received  on  the  evening  of 
the  26th)  having  informed  me  that  no  moveaaents 
of  our  army  down  the  St.  Lnwrence  had  been 
heard  of  at  Ogdeneburg,  and  for  sonae  distance 
above,  the  following  questions  were  submitted  to 
the  commaadinff  cSicers  of  brigades,  regiments, 
and  corps|  and  the  heads  of  the  general  sta£  in 
a  council  convened  for  the  purpose:  **Istt  advi- 
sable, under  existing  circumstances,  to  renew  the 
attack  on  the  enemy's  position,  and,  if  not,  what 
position  is  it  advisable  for  the  army  to  take,  until 
It  can  receive  advices  of  the  advance  of  the  grand 
army  down  the  St.  Lawrence?"    The  opiniotf  of 
the  council  was  expresaed  in  the  following  words : 
^  It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this  cooncil, 
that  it  is  necessary,  for  the  preservation  of  this 
aimy  and  the  fulfilment  of  the  ostensible  views  of 
the  Government,  that  we  immediately  return  by 
orderly  marches  to  such  a  i>osition  (Chateauffay) 
as  will  secure  our  communications  with  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  either  to  retire  into  Winter  quacters, 
or  be  ready  to  strike  below."    In  pursuance  of 
this  opinion,  the  army  has  retufned  hy  slow 
marches  to  this  place,  and  now  awaits  tbe  orders 
of  the  Government.    Its  condition  will  be  stated 
by  tbe  bearer,  Colonel  Kinf,  who  can  give  you, 
upon  every  point,  more  fnfl  and  perfect  infor- 
mation than  could  be  contained  in  a  written  de» 
taU. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bO)  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

W.  HAMPTON. 

Hon.  JoBN  AnMaiAONo^ 

SecrUary  rf  Wbu^* 


HnanauABtswa  or  tbb  Anmr, 
Diitrict  Ab.  9,  Nov.  6, 1843,  in  the  evmbig. 
Sir:  I  address  you  at  the  special  instance  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  who,  by  bad  roads,  worse 
weather,  and  ill  health,  was  diverted  from  meet* 
ing  me  near  this  place,  and  determined  to  tread 
back  his  steps  to  Washington  from  Antwerp  on 
the  38th  ultimo. 

I  am  destined  to.  and  determined  on  the  attack  of 
Montreal,  if  not  prevented  by  some  act  of  God  ; 
and,  to  give  security  to  the  enterprise,  the  division 
under  your  command  must  co-operate  with  the 
corps  under  my  immediate  orders.    The  point  of 
rendeevous  is  the  circumstance  of  greatest  in* 
terest  to  the  issue  of  this  operation,  and  the  di^ 
tance  which  separates  us,  and  my  ignorance  of 
the  practicability  of  the  direct  or  devious  roads  or 
routes  on  which  you  must  march,  make  it  neces- 
cessary  that  your  own  judgment  should  deter- 
mine that  point.    To  assist  you  in  forming  the 
soundest  determination,  and  to  take  the  most 
prompt  and  efi^tual  measures,  I  can  only  inform 
you  of  my  intentions  and  situation  in  one  or  two 
respects  of  first  importance.    I  shall  pass  Prescott 
to  night,  because  tne  stage  of  the  season  will  not 
allow  me  three  days  to  take  |t ;  I  shall  cross  the 
cavalry  at  Hambledon.  which  will  not  require 
a  day,  and  shall  then  press  forward  and  break 
down  every  obstruction  to  the  confluence  of  thia 
river  with  Grand  river,  there  to  cross  to  the^ 
isle  Perrot,  and  with  my  scows  to  bridge  the 
narrow  inner  channel,  and  thus  obtain  a  foot- 
hold on  Montreal  island,  at  about  twenty  miles 
from  the  city ;  after  which,  our  artillery,  bay- 
onets, and    swords,  must  secure  our  triumph, 
or  provide  us  honorable  graves..    Ekiclosed  yon 
have  a  memorandum  of  my  field  and   batter- 
ing train,  pretty  well  found  in  fixed  ammunition, 
which  may  enable  vou  to  dismiss  your  own,  but 
we  are  dencient  in  loose  powder  and  mudret  cart- 
ridges, and  therefore  hope  yon  may  be  abundaaUy 
found.    On  the  subject  of  provisions,  I  wish  1 
could  give  as  favorable  information ;  our  whole 
stock  of  bread  may  be  computed  at  about  fifteen 
days,  and  our  meat  at  twenty.    In  speaking  on 
this  subject  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  be  informed 
me  me  that  ample  magazines  were  laid  on  Lake 
Champlain,  and,  therefore,  I  must  request  you 
to  order  forward  two  or  three  months'  supply,  hy 
the  safest  route,  in  a  direction  to  the  proposed 
scene  of  action.    I  have  submitted  the  state  of 
our  provisions  to  my  general  officers,  who  unani- 
mously agree  that  it  should  not  prevent  the  pro- 
gress of  the  expedition,  and  they  also  agree  in 
opinion  that,  if  you  are  not  in  force  to  face  the 
enemy,  you  should  meet  us  at  St.  Regis  or  ita 
vicinity.' 

I  shall  expect  to  hear  from,  if  not  to  see  you,  at 
that  place,  on  the  9th  or  10th  instant. 
.  And  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectiuUy,  dx:. 
JAMES  WILKINSON. 
To  Major  General  W.  Hamptoic,  &c. 

P.  S.  I  was  preparing  an  express,  which  I  should 
have  deqmtched  to-morrow^  but  for  the  fortunate 
call  of  Colonel  King^ 
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8iE :  I  hail  the  honor  to  receive,  at  a  late  hour 
latt  eyening,  by  Colonel  King,  yoar  communiea- 
tion  of  the  6t&,  and  was  deeply  inifNressed  with 
the  sense  of  responsibilit j  it  imposed,  of  deeiding 
upon  the  means  of  our  co-operation. 

The  idea,  suggested  as  the  opinion  of  yomr  offi- 
cera,  of  effecting  the  junction  at  St.  Regis,  was 
most  pleasing,  as  being  th«  most  immediate,  until 
I  came  to  the  disclosure  of  the  anK>unt  of  your 
supplies  of  provision.  Colonel  Atkinson  will  ex- 
plam  the  reasons  that  would  have  rendered  it  im- 
poaetble  for  me  to  have  brought  more  than  each 
man  could  have  carried  upon  his  back;  and, 
when  I  reflected  that,  in  throwing  myself  upon 
your  scanty  means,  I  should  be 'weakening  you 
in  your  most  vulnerable  point,  I  did  not  hesitate 
to  ado|>t  the  opinion,  after  consulting  the  general 
and  principal  officers,  that,  by  throwing  myself 
back  on  my  main  depot,  wbere  all  the  means  of 
transportation  had  gone,  and  falling  upon  the 
enemy's  flank,  and  straining  every  tSofX  to  open  a 
comiBunication  from  Plattsburgh  to  Cognawaga, 
or  any  other  point  you  may  indicate  on  the  St, 
Lawrence,  I  should  more  efl^tually  contribute 
to  your  success  than  by  the  junction  at  St.  Regis. 

The  way  is,  in  many  places,  blockaded  and  ab- 
batised,  and  the  road  impractieable  for  wheels 
during  Winter;  but,  by  the  employment  of  pack 
horftes,  if  I  am  not  overpowered,  I  hope  to  be  able 
to  prevent  your  starving. 

If  y  troops  and  other  means  will  be  described  to 
you  b]r  Colonel  Atkinson.  Besides  their  rawness 
and  sickliness,  they  have  endured  fatigues,  equal 
to  a  Winter  campaign,  in  the  late  snows  and  bad 
weather,  and  are  sadly  dispirited,  and  fallen  off; 
but,  upon  this  subject,  I  must  refer  you  to  Colonel 
Atkinson. 

Wkh  these  means,  what  can  be  accomplished 
by  human  exertion  I  will  attempt,  with  a  mind 
devoted  to  the  general  objects  of  the  campaign. 
W.  HAMPTON. 

To  Major  General  Wilkinson. 

A  copy.    JOHN  HOOMBS..  A.  D.  C. 

HsAoacARTEBi^  Flattsbdrq, 
Nmember  12, 1813. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of 
a  letter  I  have  received  from  Qeaeral  Wilkinson, 
and  of  my  reply.  The  forage  at  Chateaugay  haa 
been  nearly  consiiaMd  before  the  expedition  down 
the  river ;  and^  in  the  return  of  the  army,  enough 
onlyconld  be  found  to  subsist  the  horses  and 
teams  two  or  three  days.  All  accounts  concurred 
in  the  report,  that  Qeneral  Wilkinson  had  not 
conmcnoed  his  operations  against  Kingston,  and 
that  no  deseent  down  the  river  was  intended. 
Henoet  ^^  necessity  for  sending  off  the  cavalry 
aMfliery,  and  provision .  teanas,  to  Plattsburi^,  for 
subsiBtenee;  and  iienoe^  also,  the  impossibility  of 
a  jmietmn  at  St.  Regis  with  no  more  provisions 
than  must  have  been  coneumed  on  the  match  to 
that  plate.  Qeneml  Wilkinson  had  no  spare 
tranaportalioa  for  i»;  and  the  junetioa.  wnuld 


have  reduced  the  stock  of  provisions  toaight  or  ten 
days  for  the  whole.  The  alternative  was  adopted 
under  the  impression  of  absolute  necessity. 

The  army  has  approached  on  this  route  to  tho 
road  leading  toChazey,  a  few  miles  from  the  lines^ 
where  I  shall  join  it  to-night.  I  can  only  repeat 
what  I  said  in  my  letter  to  Qeneral  Wilkinson^ 
"  that  what  can  be  accomplished  by  human  ex- 
ertion shall  be  attempted,  to  meet  the  obiects  of 
the  campaign."  But  I  should  be  uncandid  not 
to  own  that  many  circumstances  are  unpropitious. 
The  force  is  dropping  off  by  fatigue  and  sickness 
to  a  most  alarming  extent.  My  returns  yesterday, 
report  the  effectives  at  little  more  than  half  their, 
original  state  at  Chateaugay ;  and,  what  is  mora 
discouraging,  the  officers,  with  a  few  honorable 
exceptions,  are  sunk  as  low  as  the  soldiers,  and 
endure  hardship  and  privation  as  badly.  In  a 
word,  since  the  show. produced  by  clothing, moTe« 
ments,  d&c,  has  worn  off,  all  have  assumed  their 
native  rawness.  Fatiffue  and  sufferint[  ^^^^  ^^ 
weather  have  deprived  them  of  that  spirit  whiob 
constituted  my  bast  hopes.  What  confidence 
can  the  best  officer  (and  I  have  a  few  surpassed 
by  none)  feel,  under  such  circumstances  ?  It  ii 
painful  to  hold  up  to  you  this  picture,  but  it  is 
but  too  faithfully  drawn. 

The  duartermaiter  Qeneral  has  been  ordered 
to  procure,  on  hlr^  four  hundred  wag^s,  and  I 
shall  attempt  to  open  a  communication  on  tiNi 
direct  route  from  tne  town  of  Champlaio.  Sae« 
cess,  under  the  circumstances  I  have  mentioned; 
must  depend  upon  the  efforts  and  force  opposed 
to  me.  The  demonstration,  however,  oan  but 
produee  a  partial  good. 

On  the  route  I  took,  the  enemy  buitit  and:  eoii«^ 
sumed  evervthing  before  him ;  and  this  I  uadfii- 
stand  to  be  nis  general  plan.  If  the  sama  course 
precede  the  advance  or  Oeneral  Wilkinson,  and 
my  feeble  force  should  be  foiled,  the  consequence* 
are  much  to  be  dreaded.  But  tha  Rubicon  i« 
now  passed,  and  all  that  remains  is  to  push  for 
tba  Cfapital. 

I  have  the  honor  tabe,  sir,  yours,  4tc. 

W.  HAMPTON. 

Qen.  Armstronq,  Secrh/  of  War, 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mujot  General  Hampton  to  tiie 
Secretury  of  War,  dated 

Chalet,  November  15, 1813. 
« I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  copy  of « 
letter  I  received  the  last  evening  from  Gleneral 
Wilkinson,  by  Colonel  Atkinson,  whom  I  btA 
seat:  to  him  for  the  purpose  of  seitiiog  the  jdan  oC 
our  proposed  joint  operations  Of  the  consisin 
ency  of  this  letter  with  that  of  the  6th  inataaty 
and  my  answer,  or  of  the  inainuatioa  it  con* 
tains,  I  shall  say  nothing.  Upon  so  plain  a  casi^ 
and  an  attempt  so  unworthy  the  occasion,  eomn 
moa  sense  wiU  afford  every  explanatioa  i  couM 
wish.  I  shall  make  the  necessary  arrangemantf 
for  placing  the  troops  in  Winter  quarters,  and 
commence  my  journey  to  the  Southward.'' 

«  W.  HAMPTON."  . 
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HIBADCI'RS,  near  COBlfWALL,  U.  C. 

November  12, 1813. 

Sir:  I  this  day  had  the  honor  to  receire  your 
letter  of  the  8th  instant,  by  Colonel  Atkinson, 
%nd  want  language  to  express  m^r  sorrow  for  your 
determination  not  to  join  the  division  under  your 
command  with  the  troops  under  my  immediate 
orders. 

As  such  resolution  defeats  the  grand  objects  of 
the  campaign  in  this  quarter,  which,  before  the 
receipt  of  your  letter,  were  thought  to  be  com- 
pletely within  our  power,  no  suspicion  being  en- 
tertainecl  that  you  would  decline  the  junction 
directed,  it  will  oblige  us  to  take  post  at  the  French 
Mills,  on  Salmon  river,  or  in  their  ricinity,  for 
the  Winter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfulij\  &c. 


WILKINSON. 


Major  Gen.  Hampton. 


Correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  Major  General  Wilkinson. 

[Submitted  to  the  President  bj  the  Secretary  of  War, 
on  the  23d  of  July,  and  commmunicated  to  General 
Wilkinson  on  the  5th  of  August^  1813.]    . 

The  time  at  which  we  have  reason  to  ex- 
pect ao  ascendency  on  Lake  Ontario,  if  our 
bopes  on  that  head  be  fulfilled,  though  but  for  a 
ahort  period,  we  must  avail  ourselves  of  the  cir- 
cumstance, to  ^ive  to  the  campaign  a  new  and 
iiereated  activity. 

For  this  purpose  our  forces  on  the  Ontario 
should  be  concentrated,  because  neither  section 
of  tkem,  as  they  are  now  divided,  is  competent  to 
RDV  great  object. 

The  point  of  concentration  is  more  doubtful : 

L  If  ai  Fort  George,  our  atqaost  success  can 
but  give  us  the  command  of  the  peninsula,  which, 
if  General  Harrison  succeeds  against  Maiden, 
will  be  of  diminished  interest,  both  to  os  and  to 
the  enemy:  to  us,  because  Maiden  will  more 
completely  cover  our  Western  frontier,  and  con- 
trol the  savages,  than  Forts  George  and  Erie :  to 
the  enemy,  because,  Maiden  lost,  our  inroad  upon 
the  peninsula  will  but  have  the  effect  of  shorten- 
ing, not  of  dividing,  the  enemy's  line  of  opera- 
tions ;  in  a  word,  success  at  this  point  will  not 
give  to  the  campaign  a  character  of  decisive  ad- 
Tantage. 

8.  Ii,  on  the  other  hand,  we  make  Sackett's 
Harbor  the  point  of  concentration,  Kingston  may 
baeome  the  object  of  our  attack,  which,  by  the 
way,  will  but  be  returning  to  the  original  plan  of 
campaign  prescribed  to  General  Dearborn.  This 
place  is  of  much  importance  to  the  enemy,  and 
will  no  doubt  be  defended  by  him  with  great  ob- 
stinacy, and  with  all  the  resources  which  can  be 
aafely  drawn  from  other  points.  That  it  may  be 
taken  by  a  joint  application  of  our  naval  and  mil- 
itary means  is  not,  however,  to  be  questioned. 
The  enclosed  diagram  will  show  the  number  and 
alMTacter  of  the  enemy's  defences.  His  lotteries 
on  No.  1  cannot  be  sustained  but  by  his  fleet. 
These  carded,  he  is  open  to  a  descent  at  Nos.  2 


and  3.  If  he  divides  his  force  between  both,  we 
oppose  one  half  of  his  strength  with  the  whole  of 
ours.  If  be  concentrates  at  No.  2.  we  seize  No, 
3,  and  coimnand  both  the  town  and  the  shipping. 
If  he  concentrates  at  No.  3,  we  occupy  No.  2,  and 
with  nearly  the  same  results. 

Contemporary  with  this  movement,  another 
may  be  made  on  the  side  of  Lake  Cbamplain. 
indicating  an  intention  of  attacking  Montreal  and 
its  dependencies,  and  really  attacking  them,  i^  to 
save  Kingston,  these  posts  have  been  materially 
weakened. 

3.  Another  and  different  operation,  to  which 
our  means  are  competent,  would  be  a  movement 
from  Sacketi's  Harbor  to  Madrid,  on  the  St. 
Lawrence.  At  this  place  the  river  may  be  most 
easily  crossed.  The  ground  opposite  to  it  is  a 
narrow  blufi^  skirted  by  the  river  on  one  side,  and 
a  swamp  of  great  extent  and  of  difficult  passage 
on  the  other.  This  gained  and  fortified,  our  fleet 
continuing  to  command  the  water  line  from  the 
head  of  the  river  to  Ogdensburffh,  and  Lake  Sl 
Francis  occupied  with  a  few  gunboats  and  barges, 
the  arm?  may  march  against  Montreal,  in  con* 
cert  with  General  Hampton.  The  only  natural 
difficulty  to  the  execution  of  this  plan  would  be 
presented  by  a  branch  of  the  Grand  river,  which 
must  be  crossed;  but  at  this  season,  though  deep, 
it  is  believed  to  be  fordable. 

Under  the  preceding  supposition  it  is  respect- 
fully submitted,  whether  it  will  not  be  most  ad- 
visable to  make  Sackett's  Harbor  the  point  of 
concentration,  and  leave  to  the  commanding 
Gkneral  an  election  (to  be  determined  by  cirenm- 
stances)  between  the  two  plans  suggested  under 
the  second  and  third  heads. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Approved  and  adopted,  July  23, 1813. 


Washington,  Axigust  6, 1813. 
I  have  examined  the  projects  of  the  campaign, 
intended  for  the  past  and  ensuing  stages  of  it,  on 
the  side  of  Canada,  which  you  put  into  my  hands 
yesterday.  The  novelty  of  the  subject  to  me, 
and  the  pressure  of  time,  will  prevent  the  delib- 
erate consideration  of  it  which  its  importance 
merits;  and  therefore  (  shall  confine  myself  to  a 
few  brief  observations  touching  the  project  of  the 
23d  ult. 

1.  If  we  command  Lake  Ontario  (without 
which  the  project  is  impracticable)  and  our  force 
be  competent  to  carry  Kingston,  the  incorpora* 
tion  of  our  troops  should  take  place  at  Sacltett'a 
Harbor,  and  the  attack  be  made  as  promptly  as 
possible. 

2.  On  the  contrary,  should  our  combined  dia* 
posable  force  be  deemed  incompetent  to  th«  cer- 
tain and  speedy  reduction  of  Kingston,  then  it 
may  be  preferable  to  strengthen  our  ibree  at 
Fort  George,  cut  up  the  British  force  in  that 
quarter,  destroy  the  Indian  establishments,  and 
(should  General  Harrison  fail  in  his  objects) 
march  a  detachment  to  capture  Maiden. 

While  these  operations  are  pending,  a  bold  feint 
or  provisional  attack  on  Monueal,  by  Miyor  Gen- . 
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enl  Hampton,  will  coffMuftl|r  eall  Sir  G^orf e 
Pretost  to  that  place ;  and  it  is  presumable  that, 
seeing  our  movements  directed  towards  Erie, 
he  may  carry  bis  best  troops  with  him  from 
Kinflston. 

These  suj§^gestions  spring  from  my  desire  to 
hazard  as  little  as  possible  in  the  outset,  and  to 
secure,  infallibly,  whatever.,  may  be  attempted, 
with  the  intention  to  increase  our  own  confidence, 
to  diminish  that  of  the  enemy,  and  to  papularise 
the  war. 

After  our  operations  on  the  peninsula  have 
been  closed^  we  may  raze  the  works  there  under 
jronr  provision,  leave  our  settlements  on  the  strait 
IB  traoquiUity,and  like  lightning  must  direct  our 
whole  force  against  Kingston;  and  having  re- 
duced that  place,  and  captured  the  shipping,  we 
mav  descend  the  stream,  and  form  a  junction 
with  the  column  of  Qeneral  Hampton  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Montreal,  should  the  lateness  of 
the  season  permit,  by  which  all  our  movements, 
after  the  conquest  of  Upper  Canada,  must  be 
governed. 

To  give  Gkoeral  Hampton's  movements  a  men- 
acing aspect,  and  to  enaue  him  to  profit  by  events, 
he  should  take  with  him  a  heavy  train  of  batter- 
ing caanou  and  mortar  pieces,  which  will  be 
found  indispensable  in  the  attack  of  Montreal ; 
and  to  weaken  that  place,  and  to  favor  a  protract- 
ed season,  I  would  advise  that  a  heavy  cokimn  of 
militia  or  volunteers,  if  engaged  for  three  months 
only,  should  be  put  in  motion  from  the  vicinity 
of  Lake  Mempbramagog,  to  descend  the  river 
8t  Francis,  and  take  post  on  the  ri^ht  bank  of 
Lake  St.  Petre,  with  a  battering  tram  of  travel- 
ling carriages,  organized  and  equipped  either  to 
keep  post  or  retire  when  the  season,  or  other  cir- 
cumstances, should  reader  expedient. 

Before  I  close  this  letter,  I  will  be^  leave  to  call 
Your  attention  to  several  specific  points^  on  which 
1  require  information  and  authority,  which  I  deem 
essential  to  the  salutary  discharge  of  the  high  and 
soleain  trust  about  to  devolve  upon  me. 

1.  A  copy  of  the  instructions  to  Major  General 
Hampton,  for  my  government  in  the  correspond- 
ence to  ensue  between  us. 

3.  Shall  I  be  allowed  a  private  secretary,  which 
b  necessary,  and  of  right  beloiiffs  to  the  command 
on  which  I  am  about  to  enter  f 

3.  I  requirepermission  to  take  for  my  Aids-de- 
Camp  aoeh  omcem  as  are  best  fitted  to  discbarge 
the  important  duties  of  the  station. 

4.  I  ask  authority  (or  it  is  understood  that  I 
possess  it)  to  supply  every  defect  of  the  muni- 
tions of  war  and  transport,  by  land  or  water,  by 
means  of  th^  authorized  ^Ifents. 

5.  I  entreat  that  ample  funds  may  be  deposited 
io  proper  hands,  to  give  efiect  to  the  department 
of  intdHffence,  without  which  the  chief  will  find 
himself  iQmoet  hoodwinked. 

6.  I  trust  no  order,  of  whatever  nature,  will  be 
passed  to  any  officer  uader  my  command,  but 
through  my  hands.  This  is  not  only  necessary 
to  the  reffuiar  conduct  of  the  public  service,  but 
it  is  vtialiy  essential  to  the  preservation  of  sound 
tabordinationi  and  is  conformable  to  the  rales  of 


the  service  in  all  armies,  inasmuch  as  he  who 
is  responsible  for  all  should  have  the  control  of 
all. 

7.  I  hope  I  may  be  expressly  authorized  to  de- 
tach from  my  command  all  persons  who  may 
manifest  a  temper  or  disposition  to  excite  dis- 
contenu,  to  generate  factions,  or  embitter  the  ser- 
vice. This  is  indispensable  to  put  down  seditious 
spirits,  and  to  harmonize  the  corps. 

8.  Should  we  move  against  Kingston  in  the 
first  instance,  the  withdrawal  of  our  force  from 
Fort  Gleorge  will  enable  the  enemy  to  reoccupy 
that  point,  and,  for  a  brief  period,  to  harass  our 
frontier  on  that  strait.  May  not  the  militia,  or  a 
body  of  volunteers,  be  called  forth  to  relieve  the 
regular  troops  at  that  place,  and  prevent  discon- 
tents and  complaints  ? 

9.  For  the  maintenance  of  the  necessary  au- 
thority of  the  chief,  it  is  hoped  that  the  Secretary 
of  War  will  decline  and  forbid  all  correspondence  * 
with  his  subordinate  officers,  except  in  cases  of 
personal  grievance. 

10.  I  beg  to  be  advised  of  the  means  of  commu*-  ' 
nication  between  our  miliury  positions,  and  parti- 
cularly from  Sackett's  Harbor  to  Burlington, 
which  should  be  rapid  and  infallible. 

11.  I  ask  authority  to  equip  the  whole  of  our 
horse  artillery,  and  to  mount  the  whole  of  our 
dragoons,  because  these  arms  will  be  found  all 
important  in  every  combat  which  may  ensue. 

A  serious  impression  of  the  dread  responsibil- 
ity which  awaits  me^  and  a  correct  sense  of  the 
public  expectation  which  accompanies  me,  must 
be  my  apology  for  giving  you  so  much  trouble. 
With  respect,  I  have  the  honor,  dbc. 

JA.  WILKINSON. 
Hon.  John  Armsteong, 

Secretary  of  War. 


War  Department,  August  8, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  have  given  to  yout  observations  of  the 
sixth  instant  alf  the  consideration  they  so  justly 
merit. 

The^main  objection  to  any  plan  which  shall 
carry  our  operations  wide  of  Kingston  and  west^ 
ward  of  it,  is,  that,  in  the  event  of  its  success,  it 
leaves  the  strength  of  the  enemy  unbroken ;  it  but 
wounds  the  tail  of  the  lion,  and  of  course  is  not 
calculated  to  hasten  the  termination  of  the  war, 
either  by  increasing  our  own  vigor,  or  by  dimin- 
ishing that  of  the  enemy.  Kingston  is  the  great 
depot  of  his  resources ;  and  so  long  as  he  retains 
this,  and  keeps  open  his  communication  with  the 
sea,  he  will  not  want  the  means  of  multiplying 
his  naval  and  other  defences,  and  of  reinforcing 
or  renewing  the  war  in  the  West.  Kingston, 
therefore,  as  well  on  grounds  of  policy  as  of  mili- 
tary principle,  presents  the  first  and  great  object 
of  the  campaign. 

There  are  two  ways  of  approaching  this;  by 
direct  or  by  indirect  attack :  bj  breaking  down 
the  enemy's  battalions  and  forcmg  his  works,  or 
by  seizing  and  obstructing  the  line  of.  his  com- 
munication, and  thus  drying  up  the  sources  by 
which  he  is  nourished  and  mainuined.   Cireum- 
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sttmees  tamt  gown  ia  cliootiog  bttween  thete 
diSemnt  modes.  Were  our  assembled  laad  and 
Daval  forces  competent  to  the  object,  a  direct  at- 
tack would,  no  doubt,  be  the  shorter  aad  better 
wajr;  bat  if,  on  the  contrary,  oar  streagrth  be  ia<- 
ferior,  or  hardly  eqaal  to  that  of  the  enemy,  the 
indirecl  attack  must  be  preferred.  These  consid- 
erations haye  suggested  the  third  plan,  to  be  found 
in  my  nx)te  of  the  33d  ultimo.  To  give  ezeeo^ 
tion  to  thts^  I  would  collect  my  force  at  the  head 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  malH^  erery  demonstration 
of  attaeking^  KingsCon,  proceed  rapidly  down  the 
river,  seiie  the  northern  bank:  at  the  village  of 
Hamilton,  leave  a  corps  to  fortify  and  to  hold  it, 
march  upon  Montreal  with  the  main  body,  effect 
there  a  junction  with  Hampton,  and  take  a  posi- 
tion which  shall  enable  you  to  secure  wfamt  you 
gain.  On  this  plan  the  navy  would  perform  its 
part  by  oceupying  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and 
'jpreventing  a  pursuit  by  water ;  by  clearing  the 
river  of  the  armed  boats  of  the  enemy ;  by  hold- 
ing with  its  own  the  passage  of  Hamilton,  and 
by  giving  support  to  that  position*  If  the  enemy 
poraues,  It  must  be  by  land,  without  subsistence, 
ezeeptinr  what  he  carries  on  his  back,  and  with- 
out artillery.  If  he  remains  stationary,  his  situ- 
ation  must  soon  become  even  moreserioas,  as  the 
coiratry  ia  uriitch  he  is  cannot  long  subsist  him. 
It  will  then  but  remain  for  him  to  fight  his  way 
to  Ctaebee,  to  perish  in  the  attemi)t,  or  to  lay  down 
his  arms.  Alter  tbisexpontion,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  add  that,  in  conducting^  the  present  campaign, 
you  will  makeKiogstoa  your  primary  object,  smd 
that  you  will  choose,  as  circumstances  tnay  war- 
rant, between  a  direct  and  indirect  attack  upon 
that  post. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^ 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Major  Qen.  Wilkinbom, 

Commanding  District  No,  9. 


War  DfiPARTMENT,  Aug.  9, 1813. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  that  part  of  your  letter  of 
the  6th  instant  which  calls  for  informaliog,  die., 
on  certain  enumerated  points,  I  have  the  honor  to 
sUte: 

1.  That  Gkneral  Hampton's  instractions  go 
oaiy  to  assemble  and  organize  his  division  at 
Burlington.  It  is  intendM  that  he  shall  operate 
contemporarily  with  you,  and  under  3rour  orders, 
ia  the  peosecution  of  the  plan  oi  campaign  which 
baa  been  given  to  you. 

fL  The  senior  BAajor  General,  commanding  the 
principal  army,  is  entitled  to  the  services  of  a 
private  secretary. 

3.  The  ordoanoe  and  other  departments  of  sup- 
ply, within  the  diMriet  (No.  9)  are  subject  of 
course  to  your  ordera. 

4.  The  Quartermaster  General  of  the  Army 
will  supply  the  funds  for  secret  service. 

5.  All  orders  to  subordinate  officers  pass  from 
th«  War  Department  to  the  AdjuUnt  GNineral, 
to  be  communicated  by  him  to  the  Ckneral  com- 
manding the  district  in  whieli  such  subordinate 
officer  may  serve. 


6»  No  spedie  penmsioB  is  necessary  ftr  m* 
moving  factious  or  disorderly  mea.  AU  sueb 
will  probably  become  subiects  of  the  co^deaCHil 
reports  to  be  made  by  laspeetors.  To  detach 
such  men  from  one  district  to  another  is  oaly^ 
shifting  the  evil;  the  better  way  is  to  report  tkem 
for  dismission. 

7.  If  the  corps  at  Fort  George  be  recalled,  the 
works  should  be  razed  or  occupied  by  a  torse 
coak^teotto  hold  it  against  an  assault.  Tiiere 
is  a  corps  of  militia  and  volunteers  (to  whom 
the  Six  NatioB  Indiaae  have  associated  them- 
selves) at  Black  Roek,  vNitob  may  be  kept  ia 
service.  They  are  commanded  ^Gknaral  Por- 
ter and  Mr.  Pavrisb.  [See  the  confidential  letter 
of  General  Porter,  enclosed.] 

8.  The  Secretary  of  War  will  dedina  aad  (of* 
bid  all  improper  commmiicatlons,  and  particu* 
larly  such  as  aray  bear  aay  color  of  iasubordina- 
tion. 

9.  Besides  the  ordinary  mode  of  conuiMnHca* 
tiao,  b^  mail,  expresses  may  be  employed  io  ex- 
traordmary  cases. 

IQ.  The  dragooa  aad  li^aitilierycorpa  shall 
be  be  made  eflMieat.  Horses  may  hie  boagiut  foot 
both.  An  officer  from  each  corps  should  be  dw 
rected  to  supcriotead  the  pufctesee*  Priea  (av«i* 
age)  not  to  exceed  oo&  hundred  twenty  dollars. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  vmth  ^eat  respect)  air^ 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  ARMdTRONa. 

Major  General  Wilkinson, 

Commanding  the  NorGiem  Army, 


Sackett's  Harbor,  Aug.  21, 18131 

Sir:  I  arrived  here  yesterday  :  my  machinery 
is  in  motion,  aad  I  have  strong  hopes  of  giving 
the  change  to  Sir  George,  which  will  lead  di- 
rectly-to  the  object  of  first  importance. 

Commodore  Chaunoey  is  in  port  here^  aad  bia 
antaj^nist^  Sir  Jaoies  Yeo,  at  Kingston*  In  the 
late  interviews  between  these  naval  commaadeci, 
the  first  has  zealously  sought  a  combat,  which 
the  latter  has  cautiously  avoided ;  the  superioiity 
on  the  Lake,  therefore,  remains  still  to  be  aaft* 
tied  \  but  I  have  Chauneey^  aasacanee  for  it)  aad 
place  mueh  confidence  in  his  word»  It  is  obvi- 
ously Sir  James's  plan  to  decline  a  conflki,  bcut 
on  what  ground  I  cimaot  determiaeb 

Our  schooner  here  will  he  equipped  aad  maoaed 
by  Wednesday,  and  1  shall  sail  with  the  squad- 
ron for  Fort  George  probably  th(S  day  after  { I 
am  endeavoring  to  dmw  Sir  Ckorge  after  ma; 
but  whether  I  succeed  ia  this  attempt  or  aait 
should  our  men  aad  means  aaewer  report,  aad 
Heaven  favor  me^  1  will  be  in  passessioa  of  Kiag- 
stont  or  below  that  piaea,  oa  the  26tii  proximo. 

Major  General  Hampton  mustaot  bodga  natil 
everything  is  matured  ia  this  quanari  and  w« 
have  either  got  posaessien  of  Kingsaon,  or  have 
cut  its  communicatioQ  with  Montreal  of  whaek 
I  shall  ffive  him  seasoaable  advioe|  via  Plattshn& 
where  I  shall  calculate  on  his  arrival,  the  20tk  S 
the  easuiag  moBth^  completely  equipped  for  a 
forward  movemeat.    If  lie.chaagaaJua  poatiMii 
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afid  dMHRFsiiM  eolDmn  wmi  of  the  Ute  sooner,  it 
may  carry  Sir  Gtoorge  to  Mod  treaty  and  prodaot 
preoatitioiis  w4iieti  might  otherwisebe  negkctad 
uatil  too  late  for  any  Military  effect* 

The  militia  caiWidfortk  by  Governor  Tomp- 
knn^  of  whieb,  by  the  by.  yea  eave  me  do  iofor«> 
motioo,  sboald  not  be  arrayed  before  he  hears 
from  me,  at  Fort  George,  beeaose  the  assembly 
of  soeh  a  body  would  increase  the  alarm^  and  put 
an  Canada  in  cooaler  motion,  while  incidents^ 
beyond  the  control  of  maa^  moy  iaterrene  to  |nro» 
crastinate  my  movements,  and  thus  baffle  the  ef- 
fects oC^tlie  proposed  eOfOperation,  on  the  side  of 
Vermont :  should  a  corps  of  militia  be  drawn  from 
thence,  no  movement  should  be  made  by  them 
until  General  Hampton  has  crossed  Cbamplain. 

It  wouU  be  highly  interesting  to  the  pablic  ser* 
vice,  and  exireaely  acooplable  to  me^  to  see  you 
at  Niagara,  from  whence,  should  I  find  it  practi- 
cable. It  is  mv  intention  to  commence  my  move- 
moftt  down'  the  lake^  abovt  the  l^h  of  the  next 
xaoathr;  the  beet  possible  disposition  for  the  safety 
of  that  frontier,  and  for  the  security  of  the  vast 
mass  of  ordnanee  and  stores^  which  I  must  leave 
there,  may  render  your  advice  and  authority  in- 
dispensably necessary,  to  avert  clamors,  and  pre* 
▼ent  any  obetmetion  to  my  prompt  movement. 

With  high  consideration  and  respect,  I  am,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JA.  WILKINSON. 

Hon..  J.  Abmotkono^  Seo^ry  iff  War* 


Sackftt'o  Habboa,  Augtut  26, 1813. 

Sine  Chauneey  will  go  out,  he  says,  to-morrow 
or  next  day^  to  seek  Sir  James^  I  see  the  neces- 
sity of  seturag  the  point  of  naval  superiority  be- 
fm  we  commit  ourseWes,  and,  therefore,  the  de- 
eisson  cannot  be  had  too  soon*  In  the  meantime 
the  essential  arrangements  prepress,  and  if  the 
moans  can  be  mustend,  they  will  insure  the  end. 

I  fear  Yeo  will  avoid  a  contest^  to  spin  out  the 
campaign,  and  gain  time  for  reinforcements,  and 
tiM  orfanization  of  militia ;  but  if  he  will  not 
cone  out,  we  most  blockade  him.  I  go  for  Ni- 
.  agam  the  moment  our  arrangements  ate  matured 
hmrei  Sir  George  has  actually  gone  for  the  head 
of  the  lake  with  a  reinforcement.  To  prevent 
his  idaying  tricks  with  Boyd,  I  have  sent  him 
(Boyd)  the  note  of  which  you  have  a  copy. 

On  Saturday,  the  21st,  one  hundred  and  sixty 
regnlar  troops  ascended  by  Ogdeosborgh  to  Kings- 
ton, and  on  the  23d  and  24th,  they  were  followed 
hy  fivehnndtod  Highlanders  in  their  kilts  $  who 
eondnctod  np  one  hundred  boats:  thus  we  see 
that  this  ouarter  attracts  chief  attention.  All  my 
eflbrts  will  be  made  to  induce  Sir  George  to  draw 
after  him  a  chief  part  of  the  garrison  oi  Kingston, 
wMeh  OMMt  now  be  near  are  thooeand  strong. 
The  sitoatioD  of  Proetor  and  the  irruption  of  our 
Indtane  have  gone  far  to  excite  these  disposkions* 
Meet  me  at  Niagara,  if  possible,  and  for  God's 
adbs  press  on  the  recruits  from  Albany  and  the 
80«thward,and  send  me  WadswortlL  Swift,  Fen- 
wick,  and  Izard.  All  thing  go  well  here,  and* 
thank  Godytho  men  are  recovering  rapidly.    I 


hear  not  a  word  from  Hampton.    I  hope  he  dees 
not  mean  to  take  the  stud;  but  if  so,  we  can  do 
without  him,  and  he  should  be  sent  home. 
Truly  yonrs,  JA.  WILKINSON. 

Gen.  Armbtbono,  8e&ry  of  War. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

Saqxbtt'b  Hjlbbob,  Aug.  30, 16ia 

Sib  :  With  every  exertion  he  could  make,  it 
was  not  until  the  last  evening  Ohauncey  got 
under  way^  and  the  weather  being  calm,  he  muat 
be  now  off  this  harbor. 

Agreeably  to  my  information,  Sir  James  Yeo 
sailM  for  the  head  of  the  lake,  the  22d  instant, 
with  two  captured  schooners  in  addition  to  his 
squadron,  no  doubt  to  cooperate  with  Sir  Georee, 
but  did  not  not  get  clear  of  the  Ducks  before  the 
25th. 

Brigadier  General  Boyd  is  warned  of  this  move- 
ment, and,  being  placed  on  his  guard,  he  ought 
to  baffle  every  enterprise  of  the  enemy.  What  an 
awfUl  crisis  have  I  reached  !  If  Sir  George  beats 
Boyd,  and  Sir  James,  Chauncey,  my  prospects 
are  blasted  ;  and  the  campaign  will,  I  fear,  be  lost. 
If  Sir  George  beats  Boyd,  and  Chaunceybeats  Sir 
James,  Kington  yet  may  be  ours;  but  should 
both  the  Knights  be  beaten,  and^  our  Quartermas- 
ter caiT  find  transports  in  season,  (of  which  I  have 
fears,  as  I  found  next  to  none  here,)  then  we  shall 
certainly  winter  in  Montreal,  if  not  discomfited 
by  son»e  act  of  God.  If  I  could  have  mustered 
three  thotisand  combatants  on  this  ground,  with 
transports  to  bear  them,  I  would  now  have  been 
before  Kingston,  where  Sir  George  has  left  only 
one  thousand  five  hundred  regular  troops,  and 
about  five  hundred  militia ;  but  our  utmost  force 
is  short  of  two  thousand  five  hundred,  as  you 
will  perceive  from  the  enclosed  return ;  and  we 
could  not  have  found  boats  to  transport  one 
thousand. 

The  enemy  having  determined  to  change  his 
system  of  operations,  from  defence  to  offence,  is 
assembling  his  whole  disposable  force  at  the  head 
of  the  lake,  to  attack  Fort  George ;  thus  placing 
himself  at  too  great  a  distimce  trom  Montreal  to 
give  seasonable  succor  to  that  city  :  he  certainly 
presumes  on  our  imbecility,  and  we  as  certainly 
should  take  advantage  of  his  presumption. 

The  militia  called  for  should,  therefore,  be  im- 
mediateljr  arrayed,  and  marched  to  this  frontier, 
and  Major  General  Hampton  should,  without 
dday,  cross  the  Cbamplain.  and  commeooe  his 
movement  towards  St.  Jobn%  taking  the  Isle  anx 
Noix  In  his  route,  or  not,  as  circumstances  may 
justify. 

Four  thonsand  of  the  best  appointed  yeomanffy 
should  be  ordered  to  reodexvons  at  HamiUoo,  on 
the  Sl  Lawrence,  for  eventual'  operadoas  with 
thb  division ;  and  the  reaUloe  may  aceompany 
or  follow  Hamptottr  to  draw  the  muitia  of  Mo»< 
treai,and  the  disposable  force  of  the  lower  eoun*» 
try,  to  the  east  or  the  St.  Lawreaoe,  and  thereby 
nwce  the  island  an  easy  otmquost  from  '""' 
qnaiter. 
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Sir  George  Prerott,  it  woald  seem,  hen  takes 
his  pan,  ftod,  deluded  by  the  hope  of  re*eoD^«iest, 
has  abandoned  his  rear  to  o«r  enterprise,  and  we 
might  now,  without  the  co*operation  of  our  squad- 
ron, safeljr  occupy  Madrid,  and  cut  the  commu- 
nication of  the  two  provinces  with  this  division 
only,  if  we  had  transport ;  but  of  this  we  are  to- 
tally destitute,  every  boat  we  command  here  be- 
ing at  this  time  absent,  with  a  detachment  of 
eight  hundred  men,  ordered  to  make  a  feint  to 
the  westward,  under  pretence  of  reinforcing  Ni- 
agara, before  I  was  apprized  of  Sir  George's 
movements. 


Sackett's  Harbor,  Aug,  30, 1813, 
5  o^clock^  P.  M. 

Sir  :  I  have  commenced,  barely,  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  department  of  intelligence:  an  in- 
telligencer left  Kingston,  or  its  vicinity,  last  eve- 
ning, to  tell  me  that  Sir  George  Prevost  had 
commenced  his  operations  against  Boyd,  and  had 
driven  id  his  pickets  and  taken  sixty  or  seventy 
prisoners,  but  had  been  repulsed  from  his  line 
of  encampment.  The  militia  of  Montreal  are  at 
Kingston,  and  reinforcements,  bv  single  hundreds, 
are  arriving  frequently;  four  hundred  men  are 
expected  in  the  course  of  the  week. 

The  force  at  Kingston  is  two  thousand  men 
(regulars  fifteen  hundred,  militia  five  hundred.) 
idajor  Greneral  Darrach  commands,  and  they  are 
assiduouslv  strengthening  their  works.  Sir  James 
Yeo  sailed  with  six  weeks'  provisions,  expressly 
to  co-operate  with  Sir  George  at  the  head  of  the 
lake ;  a  double  battle  and  a  double  victory  offer  a 
strong  temptation ;  but  I  will  not  be  diverted  from 
my  course. 

I  have  written  Governor  Tompkins  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a  draught  of  militia,  for  the  strait  of  Ni- 
a^ra,  to  supply  the  absence  of  our  troops  of  the 
line,  and  prevent  clamor,  but  have  not  been  so 
happy  as  to  receive  an  acknowledgment  of  my 
letter. 

With  perfect  respect,  your  obedient  servant* 
JA.  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Se^^ry  of  War, 


War  Departmbnt,  Sackbtt's  Harbor, 

SepUmber  6, 1813. 
Dbar  Gbnbral:  I  arrived  here  yesterday. 
Nothing  new,  except  that  Prevost  has  returned  to 
Kingston.  General  Hampton  will  go  through 
the  campaign  cordially  and  vigorously,  but  will 
resign  at  the  end  of  it.  He  will  be  ready  to  move 
by  the  20th,  with  an  eflfective  regtilar  force  of 
four  thousand,  and  a  militia  detachment  of  one 
thousand  five  hundred.  On  the  supposition  that 
Sir  George  had  decidedly  taken  his  part,  and  had 
chosen  the  peninsula  as  his  champ  de  bataille,  I 
had  ordered  Hampton  to  move  immediately 
ajgainst  the  Isle  aux  Ndx.  Two  thousand  mili- 
tia will  be  promptly  assembled  at  Cbampion, 
twenty-four  miles  from  this  place,  and  on  the 
route  to  the  St.  Lawrence.  The  place  was  se» 
lected  as  offering  two  objects,  and  of  course  lear- 


ing  his  knichtship  to.goess.  To  hare  poshed 
them  directly  to  Ogdensburg  would  not  have  had 
that  advantage.  A  larger  draught  would  have 
been  difficult.  Another  view  of  the  suhieet  isi 
that  this  part  of  the  plan  canaot  be  confided  to 
militia  exclusively;  they  must  be  propped  bym 
regular  corps,  otherwise  the  back  door  may  not 
be  sufficiently  closed  and  barred. 

The  battle  on  the  lake !  Shall  we  have  onef 
If  Yeo  fights  and  is  beaten,  all  will  be  waU.  If 
be  does  not  fight,  the  result  may  also  be  favorahle. 

Yours,  cordially, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

General  Wilkinson. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Wilkinson  Is 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Fort  Gborge,  September  11, 1813. 
"I  have  indulged  the  hope,  for  several  days  past, 
that  I  should  have  been  enabled  to  address  von  ia 

rpria  persona,  but  in  this  I  have  been  baffled 
a  severe  and  unremitting  malady,  which 
oSliges  me  to  resort  to  the  pen  of  a  common 
friend. 

^  I  reached  this  place  the  evening  of  the  fourllu 
Commodore  Cbauncey  at  that  time  occupied  the. 
harbor;  and  Sir  James  Yeo,  with  the  British 
souadron,  was  vaporing  in  front  of  it.  This  state 
01  things  continued,  without  any  material  change, 
until  the  evening  of  the  7th,  when  a  light  land 
breeze  gave  to  the  Commodore  an  opportunity  of 
standing  out  to  meet  the  enemy.  The  two 
squadrons  were  about  two  leagaes  asunderi  of 
consequence  an  action  apfieared  inevitable:  yet 
so  it  has  happened,  that,  since  that  period,  until 
about  five  o'clock,  yesterday,  P.  M.,  theae  two  aa* 
val  armaments  have  kept  from  four  to  eight  miles 
distant,  without  bavins  exchanged  a  single  shot, 
or  done  to  each  other  the  smallest  visible  damagCi 
the  British  uniformly  on  the  retreat,  and  Uie 
American  in  pursuit. 

'^  General  Peter  B.  Porter  left  me  to-day,  pro^ 
erly  authorized  and  instructed  to  brin^  into  oper- 
ation a  corps  of  the  Six  Nation  Indians,  which  , 
he  proposes  to  increase  to  one  thousand  men,  by  * 
volunteers  from  the  mili(ia,  and  is  disposed  to  oe 
busy  and  active  wherever  he  may  be  direeted. 

^  I  hear  nothing  of  Brip^adier  General  McChiie 
and  the  New  York  miliua.  I  shaU  mature  my 
plans  for  embarcation  as  rapidly  as  the  difficulties 
which  may  oppose  me  can  be  removed ;  but  we 
are  |:reatly  deficient  in  transport,  and  have  not 
received  a  single  boat  from  C^wcgo  or  aay  achar 
place.  Strong  shallops  and  sUp-keels  are  aeeea- 
sary  to  the  transport  of  the  heavy  cannon,  ofdr 
nance  stores^  ammunition,  clothing,  ^bc 

"  I  am  writing  to  Bomford  for  many  thiag^ 
which  I  was  assured  I  should  find  here^  and  I 
pray  you  to  put  him  on  the  alert,  or  I  may  be 
caught  in  the  snow, 

^  I  dictate  this  under  much  depression  of  head 
and  stomach,  and  am,  with  great  reject  uid  ea* 
teem,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

» JAMBS  WILKINSON.'' 
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FttUure  of  the  Northern  Army, 


Sitimet  of  a  letter  firom  Genwal  WiUujM<nK  to  the  8ec- 
letajry  of  War,  dated 
FoAT  Gbobqb,  September  16, 1813. 

*^I  h«ye  escaped  from  my  pallet,  and  with  a 
giddy  head  and  trembliog  hand,  will  endeavor  to 
scrawl  you  a  few  lines,  the  first  I  have  written 
since  my  arrival  here. 

^  With  respect  to  the  advance  sqaadrons,  we 
are  still  without  one  word  of  authentic  informa- 
tion, but  we  are  entertained  by  daily  rumors,  as 
wild  and  extravagant  as  they  are  inconsistent  and 
contradictory.  I  hope  we  may  soon  have  an  end 
of  this  state  of  uncertainty,  which  damps  our  ex- 
ertions, and  retards  our  measures. 

*'  The  removal  of  the  main  body  of  the  troops 
from  this  position  is  an  operation  of  great  deli- 
cacy and  interest;  and  it  was  therefore  your 
presence  here  would  have  been  more  important 
than  elsewhere. 

"  I  am  not  authorised  to  abandon  this  useless 
occupancy,  and  therefore  it  must  be  maintained 
against  the  united  British  force  in  its  vicinity. 
To  secure  the  end, and  nothing  must  be  haxarded, 
will  require  a  serious  drain  from  our  best  troops, 
which  enfeebles  our  too  feeble  force  for  the  main 
attack.  The  head  of  the  militia  under  McClure 
has  not  yet  shown  itself;  when  it  does,  (if  in  any 
reasonable  time,)  and  we  have  conferred,  I  shall 
be  better  enabled  to  develop  the  intricate  path  be- 
fore me.  But,  in  the  mean  time,  alas!  sir,  the 
season  will,  I  fear,  be  lost. 

"  The  Indians  enter  into  eur  views  with  great 
xeal,  and  I  look  for  a  corps  of  at  least  five  hun- 
dred men  in  eight  days;  whether  to  relieve  De 
Rottenberg  of  five  or  six  hundred  of  his  effective 
men,  before  I  turn  my  back  on  him,  will  be  deter- 
mined by  considerations  of  poliov  in  relation  to 
our  red  allies  and  the  militia,  and  the  fate  of  our 
squadron.  The  enemy  profess  to-day  a  total  ig- 
norance of  the  occurrence  of  an  action  between 
the  squadrons. 

*'In  the  course  of  sixteen  days,  the  enemy  have 
lost  sixty-five  m^  by  desertion,  we  barely  six. 
We  count  4,600  on  ^P<^r,  and  could  show  about 
3,400  combatants.  The  enemy,  from  the  best  in- 
formation we  have,  have  about  3,000  men  on 
paper,  of  whom  1,400  are  sick.  Shall  I  make  a 
sweep  of  them  or  not.  «t  the  hazard  of  our  main 
object  ?  Not  unless  that  main  object  is  jeoparded 
by  the  fate  of  our  squadrons — it  would  require  an 
operation  of  three  weeks;  but  my  views  are  for- 
ward, and  I  shall  not  abandon  the  prospect  while 
a  ray  of  hope  remains. 

"*  I  hare  received  your  letters  to  the  6th,  from 
Sacketl's  Harbor,  and  thank  you  for  them.  For 
your  comfort,  the  men  here  are  gaining  health, 
and,  with  their  officers,  breathe  an  ardent  spirit 
for  combat." 


Bitract  of  a  letter  fVom  Muor  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  tSecretaxy  of  War»  dated 
FosT  QfiORQB,  September  18, 1813. 
Dbar  GBNBRaL :  Accident  detained  the  express 
last  evening,  and  gives  me  an  opportunity  to  drop 
you  another  line. 


Not  a  word  more  of  Chauneey ;  what  has  be- 
come of  him  ?  I  pray  you  to  decide  whether  I 
am  to  move  with  or  without  any  further  know- 
ledge of  the  squadron. 

From  the  enclosed.  No.  2,  it  would  appear  that 
the  enemy  expect  tranquil  Winter  quarters  in 
this  neighborhood ;  for  the  number  of  barracks 
proposed  to  be  built  will  not  receive  more  than 
1,400  or  1.600  men,  including  guards,  ordinary 
and  extraordinary,  stow  them  as  you  can ;  but, 
shall  I  have  the  enemy  within  four  miles  of  this 
place,  making  a  wide  investiture  of  it  from  dueens- 
town  to  Four  Mile  creek ;  or  shall  I  break  him 
up?  With  our  prospects  the  decision  is  embar- 
rassing; change  them,  to  the  abandonment  of  the 
chief  design,  and  our  course  is  direct,  viz :  to  take 
possession  at  Burlington  Bay,  and  cut  up  or  cap- 
ture the  whole  division  in  this  quarter,  which 
may  be  estimated  at  3,000  regular  troops.  I  pray 
you  to  deliberate  on  these  points,  and  give  me 
your  advice  without  delay. 

I  have  despatched  an  express  to  — ^,  for  Gen- 
eral McClure,  of  whom  I  have  heard  notbti^ 
since  my  last ;  but  to  supply  the  defect  of  his  si- 
lence, the  enclosed  copy  ot  a  communication  from 
a  committee,  of  which  P.  B.  Porter  is  chief,  will 
fully  suffice.  I  have  responded  in  the  most  cour- 
teous terms,  making  reference  to  you  for  your  de- 
termination on  the  momentous  occasion,  as  you 
will  perceive  from  my  answer.  Now,  let  me  en- 
treat you  to  weigh  these  propositions,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  possible  failure  of  the  militia, 
and  the  substitution  in  such  case  of  these  volun- 
teers; for,  in  the  present  crisis,  we  should,  if  pos- 
si  ble,  render  ^  assurance  doubly  sure."  The  letler 
of  David  Rodman  (a  stranger)  is  also  traiumilf 
ted  for  consideration.  Let  me  have  your  answer, 
and  tell  me  how  to  act  as  speedily  as  posaible,  1 
beseech.  The  boats  from  Oswego  have  not  ytt 
arrived. 

I  am  feeble  to  childhood,  but  shall  look  at  the 
troops  in  battalion  on  Tuesday. 
Truly  yours, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  J.  Abmstrong,  Secr^y  of  War* 

FoBT  Geobqe,  September  18, 1813. 
Sir:  1  am  ordered  by  Qeneral  Wilkinson  to 
forward  the  enclosed  papers:  oneia  letter  fromm 
committee  of  three,  of  which  P.  d.  Porter  is  the 
first;  and  the  other  a  letter  from  Daniel  Rodman, 
the  ora;an  of  an  association  of  residents  in  ana 
near  Canandaigua. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

H.  LEE,  Jb.. 
Major  of  Infantry^  A,  D.  C 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Secr^y  of  War. 


Black  Rock,  September  17, 1813. 
Sir  :  In  consequence  of  encouragements  from 
Qeneral  Boyd,  that  a  general  and  decisive  move- 
ment was  about  to  be  made  by  the  army,  and  that 
an  additional  force  was  desirable,  we  repaired  to 
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jFWtire  4^*1*^  Mrllhem  Army. 


Port  Ckorge,  aboat  five  weeks  ^go,  wSth  fire  ban- 
dred  men,  consisting  of  ▼olonteera,  militia,  and 
Indians.  Most  of  as  remained  there  for  twelre 
or  fourteen  days,  but  our  hopes  not  being  realised, 
the  men  continually  dispersed  and  went  hotoe; 
not,  howerer,  without  expectations,  again  encour- 
Med  by  Generals  Boyd  and  Williams,  that  we 
soouid  oe  shortly  called  on  again  to  aid  in  ot>era* 
tions  which  the  people  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
80  long  harassed  by  the  calamities  of  war,  feel 
so  strong  an  interest  in  forwarding.  Under  sim- 
ilar expectations,  many  of  our  friends  in  the  inte- 
rior haye  intimated  to  us  their  readiness  to  join 
with  respectable  reinforcements  on  the  shortest 
notice;  and  we  are  informed  that  «ae  oompany, 
cbaut  saveaty  strong,  is  actually  on  its  march, 
and  will  arriye  here  to-day  or  to'morrow. 

We  are  at  this  moment  much  at  a  loss  how  to 
act,  and  our  difficulty  is  increased  by  the  ttfrious 
HI  mors  and  conjectures  circulated  by  the  different 
officers  daily  arriving  from  headquarters;  some 
^  whom  represent  that  no  offensive  operations 
we  to  be  tmdertaken  on  this  frontier,  but  that  the 
tegular  army  is  immediately  to  be  marched,  either 
to  the  Baat  to  attack  Kinmiton,  or  to  the  West  to 
join  General  Harvisoa.  Others  state,  that  an  at- 
tack is  to  be  made  on  the  British  forces  in  the 
rkinity  of  this  plaoe. 

Under  these  circtimstanoes,  we  are  induced  to 
inqutf e  of  you,  whether  such  a  force  as  we  hare 
it  in  our  pawer  to  raise  is  desired  by  you  to  effect- 
uate your  plans;  and,  if  so,  in  what  numbers,  and 
at  what  time  7  if  your  object  be  to  sailer  out  upon 
the  enemy  at  Fort  George,  we  could  bring  you  a 
Mspectable  force.  But,  on  the  contrary,  if  you 
-mtdtiate  an  attack  at  some  ether  point,  and  the 
withdrawal  of  the  regulartroops  from  Fort  Qeorge, 
and  placing  this  frontier  on  the  defensive  only,  by 
means  of  militia,  we  would  observe  that  our  pre- 
pared force  is  of  such  a  character  as  could  not  be 
aneaged  in  this  service. 

Upon  the  supposition  that  you  intend  to  with- 
-  draw  the  regular  troops  from  this  frontier,  we 
bee  leave  to  submit  a  proposition  for  your  con- 
sideration. 

We  believe  we  are-noC  incorrect  in  saying  that 
it  would  require  nearly  quite  as  great  a  force  to 
defend  this  line  of  frontier  against  a  given  force 
df  the  enemy,  as  it  would  to  attack  and  subdue 
that  enemy.  8ir  George  Prevost  has  ordered  the 
itatilltia  of  (he  upper  province  to  be  called  out  en 
masse.  They  are  to  assemble  on  Saturday  next. 
And  if,  after  your  departure,  the  enemy  opposite 
here  should  take  it  in  his  head  to  retam  all  his 
regular  force,  and  play  off  his  skill  against  the 
inexperience  of  our  militia,  we  might  have  occa- 
sion to  fear  a  repetition  of  former  scenes  in  the 
present  war. 

Our  proposition  (in  case  of  your  leaving  this 
place)  IS,  that  we  be  permitted  to  raise,  between 
this  and  the  first  of  October,  a  volunteer  force  of 
from  1,000  to  1,200  men,  exclusive  of  Indians. 
That  we  add  to  it  4s  many  of  the  militia  stationed 
on  the  lines  as  may  be  willing  to  join  us.  That 
we  be  furnished  with  a  small  train  (say  four 
pieees)  of  artillery,  with  experienced  officers,  and 


nentofiglitthem;  a«d  that  with  thk  ferae  we 
be  authonzed  to  invade  the  enemy's  conntry. 

Should  you  tliink  proper  to  comr  such  an  au- 
thority on  U9,  and  direct  that  the  volunteers -siaii 
be  furnished  with  arms,  ammunition,  providiNis, 
d^.,  and  receive  pay  while  in  eetual  eerviee,  we 
pledge  our  lives  that,  before  the  close  of  the  sea- 
son, we  will  occupy  the  whole  of  the  Tenable 
and  populous  peninsula,  opposite  this  river,  and 
either  capture,  destroy,  or  disperse, all  the  eaeaijr's 
force  in  this  quarter. 

You  may,  perhaps,  make  it  convenient  to  aend 
an  answer  by  the  bearer,  Captain  HalL 

We  are,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servants, 

PETER  B.  PORTER, 
CYRENIUS  CHAPDi. 
JOSEPH  MoCLURE. 

Maj.  Geo.  Wilkinson. 

Ganandaioua,  Septeff&ftr  14, 1813. 

SiH :  A  large  number  of  patriotic  ertizeos  of 
this  and  the  adjacent  to wns^  anxious  to  do  their 
duty  in  a  crisis  so  interesting  to  the  nation  in 
ffeneral,and  to  this  part  of  the  country  in  partiete- 
Mr,  hare  associated  themselves  to  voiunteer  ^letr 
services  to  the  United  States  for  the  residue  of 
the  campaign  at  least. 

In  order  to  effectuate  their  fnrentions,  however, 
it  will  be  neceseary  that  their  movements  sfaooM 
receive  your  approbation  and  sanction,  and  that 
they  should  be  assured  that  the  corps,  whether  a 
company,  battalion,  or  (as  is  possible)  a  regiment, 
should  be  received,  organized,  and  countenanced 
by  your  order  and  authority.  The  lateness  of  the 
season,  and  the  anxiety  of  the  members,  induce 
us  to  request  an  early  and  authoritative  reply, 
that  the  association  may  be  equipped  accordif^ 
to  law.  and  be  useful  to  their  country  this  season. 
It  may  not  be  hardly  decorous  for  us  to  say  it,  bnt 
we  must  observe  that  the  subscribers  will  prove 
to  be  obedient  and  brave  soldiers. 

In  their  behalf,  I  am,  respectfuUf ,  yeor  obe- 
dient servant, 

DANIEL  ROfWAir. 

Maj.  Gkn.  Wilkinson, 
or  officer  eommanding  Fart  Oeorge. 


FoBT  Georoc,  September  IS^  1813. 

GfiNTLBMSN :  Your  letter  of  yesterdAj.  whteh 
reached  me  last  evening,  gives  you  a  claim  to 
my  acknowledgments,  and  to  thoae  of  fonr  conn- 
try.  B«t,  as  f  am  altogether  anantbociaed,  by 
law  or  instruction,  to  sanction  your  plan  for  tke 
levy  of  a  body  of  volunteers,  and  as  yonr  antici- 
pations, propositions,  and  suggestions  embrmee  i 
range  and  a  character  upon  which  I  have  neither 
right  nor  authority  to  deliberate,  I  have  consid- 
ered it  my  duty  to  transmit  a  copy  of  your  letter 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  now  at  Sackett's  H^- 
bor,  by  express,  for  his  deliberation  and  decision. 

I  hope  he  may  find  it  convenient  and  proper  to 
meet  your  views,  and  have  only  to  add,  that  you 
shall  be  advised  of  his  answer,  without  a  mo- 
ment's delay,  after  it  may  reach  my  hands. 
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With  hif  h  coQsideratieii  aod  respeet,  I  bitTe 
tke  honor  to  be,  |[«Qtlein«n,  yoor  most  obedient 
tenraot, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 
To  Pbtbr  B.  Porter, 

Major  Ctrenius  Chapin,  and 
JesBPH  McClvre. 


Sackett's  Harbor,  SepU  18. 1813. 

Dear  General:  Our  information  from  the 
other  side  of  the  lake  amounts  to  this:  Prevost 
ffoes  to  Montreal;  the  whole  regular  force  in 
Sanjjrston  consists  of  ten  companies  of  De  Water- 
▼ille's  regiment;  that  at  Prescott,  of  two  compa- 
nies of  the  sai6e  corps  and  about  forty  artillerists. 

De  Waterville's  rei^iment  was  made  op  in 
Spain,  is  composed  of  Poles,  Germans,  Spaniards, 
and  Portuguese,  and  completely  disaffected.  What 
a  precious  moment,  my  iriend,  is  this ! 

The  Commodore  was  brought  back  to  us  yes- 
terday by  adverse  winds.  He  goes  this  morning ; 
let  not  tne  great  objects  of  the  campaign  be  haz- 
arded by  running  after  Yeo;  these  accomplished, 
his  race  is  run.  Kingston,  or  the  point  below, 
seized,  all  above  perishes,  because  the  tree  is  then 
girdled. 

In  speaking  of  your  artillery,  you  do  not  in- 
clude the  guns  taken  at  .Fort  George,  and  which 
will  be  necessary  for  its  defence.  A  small  gar- 
rison will  be  sufficient  against  assault;  siege  we 
need  not  dread.  It  is  already  too  late  to  live  in 
trenches.  Porter  f  of  the  artillery)  would  do  well 
to  command  the  place.  Tell  him  from  me  he  is 
a  Brigadier  by  brevet. 

The  means  of  transportation  are  now  with  you ; 
hasten  your  march,  and  may  God  bless  you  in  all 
your  enterprises. 

Yours,  truly  and  always, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

General  Wilkinson. 

Extracts  <^  a  letter  (rem  Mi^r  €Unaral  Wilkinson  to 
4li»iieontoi3r  ^  War,  dated 

"  SEprnsER  90, 1813. 
*'I  am  wellag^lo;-and4hatVagood  thing;  for 
I  hare  been,  during  my  sickness,  somewhat  of  a 

"Now.  Hideed, 'would  be  a Ifine  time  to  slip  into 
ike  At.  Lawrence,  if  Chauacey  ccmid  keep  Sir 
immss  Uoekaded  abore  Eingttoor  and  commaBd 
the  river  below  at  the  sameiime,  and  oor  pvepa- 
tatioBt  wefe  completely  isalured ;  bat  it  is  an 
hereolean  task  to  extract  order  from  chaos.  No 
t^ne  has,  or  shall  be,  lost  on  my  part ;  but  we 
eannot,  when  prepared  at  all  poials,  control  the 
winds.  It  was  last  night,  only,  the  transports 
£rokn  Otfrego  arrived;  and,  if  I  am  not  hardly 
Of^poeed  by  weather,  I  hope  I  shall  have  one 
thousand  men  afloat  by  the  86th,  and  complete 
my  embaroation  on  the  30th ;  after  which,  until 
we  reach  Grenadier  Iskod,  I  most  look  to  our 
squadron  and  the  heavens  for  safety. 

^  Chauncey  tells  me  he  is  liable  to  be  blown  off 
ftovBL  his  station,  and,  in  such  ease.  Sir  James 
may  slip  out  by  him,  bat  promises  to  tollow  him* 


It  is  material,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  fol- 
lowing^ and  cutting  our  rear,  that  some  compe- 
tent force  should  ti&e  post  on  the  St.  Lawrence, 
below  Kingston  ;  and  I  pray  of  you  to  make  (his 
arranirement  with  Cbauncey.  Before  I  left  Sack- 
ett's  Harbor,  I  ordered  a  dozen  slip-keeled  boats, 
to  carry  fifty  men  each,  and  to  row  thirty  oars,  to 
be  armed  with  a  light  catmon  in  their  bow.  This 
armament  is  to  sweep  the  St.  Lawrence  of  the 
enemy's  eunboats,  and  to  take  post  in  advance, 
when  and  wherever  it  may  be  advisable.  I  beg 
you,  if  necessary  on  your  part,  to  give  effect  to 
this  order. 

"We  hiive  just  received  advice  confirmatory 
of  a  naval  combat  on  Lake  Erie^  in  which  it  is 
said  Perry  has  taken  the  whole  British  squadron, 
ott^  the  10th  instant,  and  brought  the  vessels  into 
*  Pntney  harbor,  at  the  islands,'  his  own  vessel, 
the  Lawrence,  barely  capable  of  bein}?  floated. 
The  action  lasted  sin  hours^  This  will  cancel 
vour  news  from  our  Commodore.  The  enclosed 
letter  from  General  McClure  breathes  a  good 
spirit,  but  be  will  not  be  npfbr  several  days.  In 
tne  meantime  I  shall  prepare  his  orders,  to  be 
readv  to  give  him  the  command. 

"  A  body  of  horse,  a  small  one,  at  that  point 
where  the  fate  of  the  island  is  to  be  decided  by 
combat  (for  I  believe  not  that  we  shall  eet  pos- 
session of  Montreal  without  a  battle)  will  be  in- 
valuable. Barn  bas  been  ordered  hence,  some- 
time before  my  arrival,  to  recruit  his  cavalry, 
and  prepare  them  for  action,  and  I  shall  order 
him  by  express  to-morrow  to  incline  by  indirect 
dilatory  marches  towards  Hamilton,  there  to  look 
for  further  orders,  somewhere  about  Antwerp,  or 
that  quarter.  Trom  Denmark  or  Champion  )ie 
is  to  advise  the  commanding  officer  at  Sackett's 
Harbor  of  bis  movements. 

^De  Rottenberg  is  under  the  full  belief  that  I 
mean  to  attack  him,  and  I  shall  keep  up  the  de- 
lusion as  lonj^  as  possible. 

**  The  snail's  pace  of  the  reinforcements  ap- 
proaching this  division,  and,  pardon  me,  their  di- 
rection and  route,  occasion  me  surprise.  Of  what 
avail  will  be  the  detachments  under  Colonels 
Randolph  and  Coles,^  which  are,  I  learn,  from 
Washington,  on  their  march  to  this  place,  where 
they  cannot,  or  will  not.  arrive  before  the  l5Ui 
proximo  ?  If  these  detachments  had  been  ordered 
on  by  all  the  available  water  communications 
from  Annapolis  to  Albany,  they  could  have 
nached  Saokett's  Harbor  in  season. and  a  column 
of  eight  hundred  men  would  have  been  found  an 
important  desideratum  in  our  impending  opera- 
tions. Where,  also,  are  the  one  thousand  men 
reported  to  me  by  Colonel  Duane  as  being  ready 
for  march,  before  I  reached  Philadelphia  ?  I  must 
hope,  near  Sackett's  Harbor.  I  put  these  ques- 
tions to  you  that  I  may  apprize  you  of  facts,  that 
you,  with  whom  it  rests,  may  apply  the  remedy, 
for  I  find  we  possess  little  military  subordination 
or  respect,  and  that  a  chief  of  an  army  is  obeyed 
more  from  courtesy  than  principle  or  professional 
obligations. 


*  These  corps  arrived  in  time. 
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"  I  send  this  by  the  privateer  Fox  to  Commo- 
dore ChauDcey,  with  a  rec^aest  that  he  accelerate 
its  progress  to  you.  This  place  neither  stops  a 
gap,  extends  our  possessions,  oor  coven  or  pro- 
tects a  country :  it  is  good  for  naught,  hot  to 
command  the  ground  it  occupies,  and,  therefore, 
I  shall  dismantle  and  abandon  it." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major 
Genisral  Wilkinson,  dated 
"  Sackett's  Harbor,  Sept.  22, 1813. 

"Dear  General:  Your  letters  of  the  16th,  17ih, 
and  18ih  instants,  have  been  this  moment  re- 
ceived ',  I  hasten  to  answer  them.  The  main  ob- 
ject must  be  prosecuted.  Chaoncey  is  not  broken 
down ;  he  can  and  will  command  the  lake,  and, 
while  be  does  so,  our  position  at  Fort  George  may 
be  maintained.  If  the  enemy's  sick  list  amounts 
to  one  thousand  four  hundred  out  of  three  thou- 
sand, the  enemjr  can  undertake  nothing  with  ef- 
fect. In  this  view  of  the  subject,  close  with  P. 
B.  Porter's  proposition,  made  in  the  following 
wordsy  viz:  *Our  proposition  (in  case  of  your 
leaving  this  place)  is.  that  we  be  permitted  to 
raise,  between  this  and  the  1st  of  October,  a  vol- 
unteer force  of  from  one  thousand  to  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  men,  exclusive  of  Indians; 
that  we  add  to  it  as  many  of  the  militia  stationed 
on  the  lines  as  may  be  willing  to  join  us ;  that 
we  be  furnished  with  a  small  tram,  (say  four 
pieces  of  field  artillery,  with  experienced  officers 
and  men  to  fight  them,)  and  that  with  this  force 
we  be  authorized  to  invade  the  enemy's  country.' 

"  Rodman's  corps  may  join  Porter.  Any  vol- 
unteers you  may  have  with  the  army,  whose 
times  are  near  expiring,  and  who  are  desirous  of 
continuing  in  service,  may  do  so,  also.  We  will 
cover  the  whole  b^  a  requisition  upon  Governor 
Tooipkins  for  additional  militia. 

'*The  enemy's  fleet  have  left  the  Chesapeake, 
I  believe,  for  Halifax,  whence  the  land  troops  are 
to  be  sent  into  Canada— another  motive  for  quick 
movements. 

*^  My  last  letters  by  Chauncey,  of  the  18th  or 
19th,  gave  you  all  we  yet  know.  Prevost  has 
left  Kingston,  it  is  said  for  Cluebec,  more  probably 
for  Montreal. 

"  Yours,  faithfully  and  ever, 

"JOHN  ARMSTRONG." 


Niagara.  SepUTTl,  1813,  6  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Dear  8ir:  1  received,  at  eight  o'clock  last 
evening,  your  interesting  letter  of  the  22d,  and 
shall  employ  its  authorizations  to  the  best  possi- 
ble effect. 

Fifteen  hundred  men  were  embarked,  with 
orders  to  sail  the  day  before  yesterday,  but  a 
strong  easterly  wind  has  made  it  impossible  to 
move. 

The  whole  force  (say  three  thotlsand  com- 
batants, after  deducting  the  garrisons  of  Forts 
George  and  Niagara)  were  ready  for  embarea- 
tion  yesterday,  and,  as  the  weather  is  serene  at 
this  moment,  I  hope  the  whole  may  be  able  to 


mAveat  dusk  this  day ;  I  say^  at  dusk,  beeaase  I 
am  desirous  to  keep  my  neighbors  under  a  deis- 
sion  as  long  as  possible ;  they  are  perplexed  as  ta 
ray  intentions,  and  will  not  be  able  to  penetrate 
them  before  they  have  discovered  the  course  of 
my  flotilla. 

I  have  authentic  information  from  York  the 
evening  of  the  24th  instant.  The  brigade  of 
militia  in  the  vicinity  were  required  to  assemble 
the  25th 2  and  six  hnndred  men  of  the  41st  and 
49th  regiments,  second  battalion,  were  daflv  ex- 
pected there  on  their  route  to  this  neighborfiood. 
This  is  good;  and  still  better,  three  spacious  block 
houses  are  ordered  by  Sir  George  to  be  erected 
at  York. 

But,  sir,  here  is  one  drawback:  the  tantalizing 
Sir  James  Yeo  was  in  shore  with  his  fleet,  on  the 
evening  of  the  24tb,  (Friday,)  about  twenty- 
eight  miles  east  of  York.  Where  he  is  now  we 
know  not,  for  he  has  not  since  been  heard  of^  and 
Chauncey  is  just  sending  out  the  Lady  of  the 
Liake  and  the  Neptune  to  reconnoitre  York,  and 
the  coast  in  that  quarter.  What  may  be  the 
views  of  the  Knight?  To  gasconade,  to  retard 
mv  movement,  or  to  enable  De  Rottenberg  to 
follow  me.  I  ana  unable  to  divine ;  but  will  not  be 
longer  delayed,  and,  therefore,  shall  be  twenty 
miles  to  the  eastward  before  to-morrow  morning, 
should  the  weather  permit.  If  Sir  James  can  be 
discovered.  Chauncey  will  seek  him ;  otherwise, 
he  will  sail  with  me  to  cover  my  left  flank. 

As  we  have  not  a  moment  to  lose,  I  shall  pro- 
ceed directly  to  Grenadier*  island^  writing  yon, 
and  sendinff  orders  to  the  commanding  officer,  by 
a  despatch l>oat,  enpanant. 

After  all,  we  are  so  straitened  for  transport  that 
we  shall  not  find  room  for  more  than  fifteen  days' 
provisions;  indeed,  we  have  little  more  to  spare 
from  this  position,  and,  therefore,  onr  sole  de- 
pendence must  be  on  the  magazines  at  Sackett's 
Harbor,  which  the  contractor  should  be  person- 
ally advised.  Heaven  protect  you ! 
Truly  yours, 

JAMBS  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  John  ARMiTioiiQ, 

Secr^arif  rf  War. 

Fort  Gborob,  Od.  2, 1813. 

Dbab  Sir:  Since  my  last,  of  the  17Ui  inatnl, 
I  have  had  difficulties,  perplexities,  and  anxieuos, 
sufficient  to  diseompote  a  saint. 

Commodore  Chauncey  having  ascertained  chat 
the  British  squadron  was  on  the  oppoaite  coM, 
agreeably  to  the  information  I  had  givoQ  bio^ 
left  port  on  Che  evening  of  the  27tb  to  look  for  it; 
on  the  morning  o(  the  28tb  we  discovered  oor 
squadron  off  this  place  about  mid*channeL  asd 
standing  for  the  York  shore;  about  12  o'eloek, 
though  very  distant,  we  diseoveied  it  was  warmly 
engaged — the  enemy  to  leeward,  and  aoareely 
discernible;  we  could,  with  onr  glasses,  disCiB- 
guisb  the  Pike  firing  both  her  batteries,  and  fra- 

*  I  had  detarmined  on  this  point  of  landexvoaa  be- 
fore I  heard  ftom  Ganaral  Brown. 
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qupntly:  enreloped  in  smoke«    The  enemy  were 
ibrced  towards  the  head  of  the  lake,  and  about 
3  o^lock  we  lost  sight  of  our  sternniosi  vessel, 
the  aettoD  still  contiouiog.    From  that  period, 
until  yesterday  morning,  I  was  kept  in  suspense 
as  to  the  issue  of  the  action ;  the  wind  biowiog  a 
gale  from  the  southeast,  and  producing  such  a 
swell  as  made  it  impossible  for  our  privateers  to 
keep  the  lake;  and  of  coarse  mj  flotilla  was  con- 
fined to  port  with  the  troops,  either  on  board,  or 
encamped  on  (he  beach.    The  evening  before  the 
last,  our  whole  fleet  (alone)  were  discovered 
beating  down  the  lake.    In  the  course  of  (he  night 
they  came  to,  off  Four  Mile  creek,  and  yesterday 
morning  the  Commodore  presented  himself.    Our 
observations  on  the  action  were  in  the  main  cor- 
rect,  eicept  that  the  battle  was  fought  by  the 
Pike  alone,  (or  next  to  it,)  who,  having  carried 
away  Sir  James's  mizzen  and  main  topmasts,  his 
squadron  bore  up  to  protect  him.  and  Chauncey 
was  enfifaged  with  the  whole.    Unlucky  fellow  f 
he  could  have  taken  a  schooner  and  a  brig,  but 
his  eyes  being  fixed  on  the  Commodore,  he  would 
n6t  look  at  smaller  game.    Finally,  Sir  James, 
as  usual,  ran  away  ^  was  chased  to  the  head  of 
the  lake ;  came  to  anchor  close  in  shore ;  and  the 
gale  and  tremendous  sea  threatening,  in  case  of  a 
eootinuedaotion^to  put  both  squadrons  on  shore — 
Sir  JameS)  with  the  British  force,  assembled  there, 
an^  Channcey  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy — he 
clawed  off  and  came  down  to  confer  with  me. 
He  has  my  opinions  in  writing,  and  I  expect  his 
answer  this  morning. 

Eiarly  yesterday,  before  I  had  heard  from  the 
Commodore,  the  wind,  for  the  first  time,  becoming 
favorable,  1  despatched  all  my  batteanx ;  and,  as 
soon  as  I  had  ascertained  Sir  James  Yeo's  situa- 
tiMif  our  sail  boats  followed;  but,  alas!  before 
one  o'clock  the  wind  affain  came  round  to  the 
soatheast,  and  several  of  our  schooners  returned, 
thoogh  a  majority  of  them,  and  the  whole  of  the 
batteanx,  proceeded,  and  I  hope  reached  Eighteen 
MilecredL 

I  have  been  detained  by  the  arrival  of  about 
three  hundred  and  fifty  Indians,  to  whom  I  was 
obliged  to  give  an  audience  and  a  talk,  and  I 
lodged  in  this  place  to  see  whether  the  enemy 
might  look  at  it,  and  what  would  be  the  conduct 
of  the  garrison  of  six  hundred  and  ninety  militia, 
and  eight  hundred  regular  troops,  under  thecom- 
nmid  of  Colonid  Seott.  We  hare  just  had  an 
alavm,  and  being  myself  aiaoBg  the  first  on  pa* 
radeTl  have  witnessed  a  soene  by  which  I  shall 
pfoAt  Seott,  before  I  leave  him,  whioh  will  be  in 
a  eoapU  of  hoars,  at,  thank  Almighty  Gbd^  the 
wind  again  breeze8,though  it  has  rained  ail  night, 
and  atiU  continues  to  rain.  Oh  1  if  it  may  please 
Gkid  to  fkvor  us  with  this  breeze,  we  shall  soon 
be  near  you;  but  it  is  in  his  power,  by  adveree 
winds,  to  dehiy,  and,  by  tempests,  to  destroy  us. 
I  move  with  about  three  thousand  five  hundred 
men*.    Farewell,  and  Gkkl  preserve  you  1 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  John  ARMaTROMG, 

Secretary  of  War. 

13th  Con.  2d  Sbss,— 77 


Extract  from  the  Jonmal  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

"  Hh  of  October,  1813.— General  Wilkinson  ar- 
rived  at  Sackett's  Harbor  on  this  day  from  Fort 
George.  He  immediately  visited  the  Secretary 
of  War,  in  company  with  Generals  Lewis  and 
Brown,  and  in  the  presence  of  these  officers  re- 
monstrated freely  and  warmly  against  making  an 
attack  on  Kingston,  ur^ng  the  propriety  of  pass-* 
ing  that  post  and  of  going  directly  to  Montreal. 

"  The  Secretary  of  War  differed  from  General 
Wilkinson  in  opinion,  but  thought  his  objections 
worthy  of  consideration,  and  proposed  a  meeting 
on  the  day  following  for  that  purpose. 

**The  meeting  took  place  accordingly,  when 
General  Wilkinson  presented  the  paper  marked 
No.  1.  That  marked  No.  2  was  presented  by  the 
Secretary,  and  the  opinion  with  which  it  closes 
was  adopted  as  that  which  should  regulate  the 
movements  of  the  army." 

No.  1. 

Reasons  for  attacking  Kingston  anUeriar  to  a 
descent  upon  Montreal. 

1st.  We  shall  capture  a  garrison  of  eight  han* 
dred  or  one  thousand,  and  demolish  a  strong  hold 
of  the  enemy. 

2d.  We  shall  destroy  h^s  naval  depot  and  maga- 
zines of  every  species. 

3d.  We  shal^  by  this  operation,  diminish  his 
force,  destroy  his  resources,  and  place  the  division 
at  the  head  of  the  lak.e,  under  De  Rottenberg,  in 
great  difficulty  and  distress ;  and 

4th.  We  shall  destroy  every  naval  retcHifoe, 
and  of  consequence  prevent  the  building,  equip- 
ping, and  even  repairing,  a  single  vessel; 

Against  this  attack  it  may  be  urged — 

1st.  That  the  reduction  of  the  place  may  cost 
more  than  we  calculate  on. 

2d.  It  may  encumber  us  with  wounded  and 
sick;  and 

3d.  It  is  possible  the  British  squadron  may,  as 
heretofore,  elude  Commodore  Chauncey,  and  find 
us  before  Kingston,  or  overtake  us  on  the  St. 
Lawrence. 

In  the  first  place,  from  the  lateness  of  the  sea- 
son, the  loss  of  a  few  days  may  expose  us  to  the 
autumnal  rains,  and  jeopard  the  chief  object  of 
the  campaign.  In  the  second  place,  our  own  force 
will  be  diminished  and  our  movements  retarded ; 
and  in  *the  third  place,  the  chief  object  of  the 
campaign,  the  capture  of  Montreal,  will  be  ut- 
terly defeated^  and  our  own  army  subjected  to 
great  difficulties,  losses,  and  perils. 

Submitted  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War. 
JAMBS  WILKINSON. 

No.  2. 

1st.  The  Niagara  division  will  probably  arrive 
here  in  a  day  or  two. 

2d.  The  weather  is  yet  good,  and  the  lake  navi- 
gable by  scows  and  boats* 

3d.  The  enemy's  main  force  is  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Fort  George,  and  his  fieet  at  the  head 
of  the  lake. 

4th.  The  garrison  of  Kingston  does  not  exceed 
eight  hundred  or  one  thousand  men. 
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5th.  If  we  effeeC  a  laDdiiur  at  McPbersop's 
farm,  on  the  eastern  side  of  KiDgston,  a  point 
may  be  seized  which  will  command  the  town, 
the  forts,  and  the  harbor;  and,  within  seven  hours 
after  the  landing  is  effected,  a  sufficient  battery 
may  be  erected  and  in  operation. 

6th.  Nine  and  twelve  pounders  will  be  sufficient 
for  burning  block- houses,  &c.,  and  may  be  drag- 
ged by  the  men. 

7th.  The  time  necessary  to  reduce  the  place  will 
not  exceed  a  single  day,  and  of  course  will  not 
materially  interfere,  on  that  account,  with  our 
object  below. 

8tb.  The  loss  we  may  sustain  can  only  be  con- 
jectured.  Judging  from  that  at  Fort  Oeorge, 
where  the  enemy  were  more  numerous,  it  will  be 
inconsiderable. 

9th.  The  advantages  of  taking  Kingston  are 
two:  you  sever  the  enemy's  line  of  communica- 
tion, and  you  expel  him  from  his  only  secure 
harbor. 

The  premises  assumed  under  the  1st,  2d,  3d.  4th, 
and  5th  heads,  may  change,  and  our  conclusions 
with  them.  The  only  safe  decision  therefore  is, 
that  if  the  British  fleet  shall  not  escape  Commo- 
dore Ohauncey,  and  get  into  Kingston  harbor; 
if  the  earrison  of  that  place  be  not  largely  re- 
inforced;  and  if  the  weather  be  such  as  wul  allow 
us  to  navigate  the  lake  securely,  Kingston  shall 
be  our  first  object,  otherwise  we  shall  go  directly 
to  Montreal. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Saokbtt's  Harbor,  Oct.  5, 1813. 


War  Department,  Oct.  9, 1813. 

Dear  General  :  Does  there  exist  between  you 
«nd  the  Commodore  a  clear  and  distinct  under- 
standing on  th^  subject  of  our  plan  of  operations, 
and  the  kind  and  degree  of  assistance  he  will  be 
able  to  give  to  its  execution  ?  Can  he  take  a  po- 
sition which  shall  have  the  effect  of  shutting  in 
Teo,  and  of  covering  our  descent  upon  Kingston, 
and  our  subsequent  movement  down  the  St.Law- 
rence?  Is  it  not  probable  that  a  part  of  the  ene- 
my's fleet  will,  immediately  on  our  appearance  at 
Grenadier  Island,  occupy  the  passage  of  the  river  ? 
If  we  can  be  covered  in  going  to  our  first  object, 
and  should  attain  that,  we  may  be  able  to  dis- 
pense with  further  naval  assistance ;  but,  should 
we  fail,  (a  contingency  which,  being  possible, 
ought  to  be  regarded.)  naval  aid  will  be  necessary 
to  the  prosecution  of  the  second  part  of  the  plan. 
As  the  fleet  is  wind-bound,  and  the  Commodore 
here,  explanations  on  these  points  may  be  readily 
and  conveniently  given.  Let  me  know  the  re- 
sult, and  believe  me 

Truly  yours, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  Gen.  Wilkinson. 


to  sail  the  moment  the  wind  serves ;  and  you  may 
rest  assured  that  nothing  essential  to  give  effect 
to  the  operations  of  the  army  under  my  com- 
mand, and  to  accomplish  the  views  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, has  been  or  shall  be  omitted. 

Respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

JAMBS  WILKINSON. 
Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Se&ry  of  Wat. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Wilkinson  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  dated 

Heaoquarters,  Sackett's  Harbor, 
Octobtr  18, 1813. 
*'  The  diminution  of  our  force,  by  disease  and 
various  casualties,  and  more  especially  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  period  of  our  movement  against 
Montreal,  render  it  necessary,  in  mv  judgment, 
that  you  should  revoke  the  order  or  march  you 
have  given  to  Major  General  Hampton,  and  that 
he  should  be  directed  to  march  for  Morrisville, 
as  rapidly  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  health 
of  his  troops.  This  proposition  is  founded  on  the 
presumption  that  we  make  the  reduction  of  Kings- 
ton and  the.conquests  of  the  upper  provinces  the 
first  objects  of  our  operations.^' 


Headquarters,  Sackett's  Harbor, 
OcAobtr  9,  1813. 
Dear  Sir:  The  Commodore  and  myself  have 
hitherto  understood  each  other  perfectly,  and  I 
think  we  shall  harmonize  to  the  end.  He  is  ready 


War  Department,  Oct.  19, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  received  your  letter  of  yesterday,  and 
should  have  answered  it  more  promptly,  but  that 
business  of  the  South  and  West  required  my  im- 
mediate attention. 

When,  on  the  4th  instant,  you  returned  from 
Fort  Gkor^e,  we  had  the  prospect  of  a  speedy 
concentration  of  our  forces  at  this  poinL    The 
Niagara  division  had  sailed  on  the  30th  ultimo ; 
the  enemy's  principal  force  occupied  a  canton- 
ment between  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario;  his  fleet 
was  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  and  his  garrison  at 
Kingston  reduced  to  seven  or  eight  hundred  men. 
Under  these  circumstances  it  was  no  doobt  wise 
to  decide  as  we  did,  that  our  first  attack  should 
be  carried  against  that  place ;  but  do  these  cir- 
cumsunces  any  longer  exist  ?  The  expected  oon- 
centratioQ  is  but  now  effected,  (18th  of  October.) 
A  reinforcement  of  •ne  thousand  five  hundred 
men  has  been  thrown  into  Kingston ;  tbe  British 
fleet  has  got  into  port  there,  and  our  fotce,  from 
disease  and  other  casualties,  is,  according  to  your 
statement,  diminished  and  diminishing.    To  re- 
instate and  augment  this,  it  is  now  proposed  to 
order  General  Hampton  from  his  present  posiiion. 
at  Cbatauge,  to  Morrisville,  on  the  St.Lawrtnee. 
These  places  are  distant  upwards  of  one  hundred 
miles.    A  march  of  such  length,  at  this  season  of 
the  year,  and  in  the  present  condition  of  the  roads, 
loaded  as  he  is  with  a  train  of  artillery,  with 
means  of  subsistence,  and  with  tents  and  bag^ 
gage,  cannot  be  performed  under  fifteen  daya^  to 
which  must  be  added  the  time  necessary  for  giv- 
ing the  order  for  making  the  arrangemenu  pre- 
liminary to  such  a  movement,  and  for  making 
also  the  subsequent  one  from  Morrisville  to  the 
mouth  of  tbe  Gaunanoqui  river;  all  of  which 
would  probably  protract  tbe  moment  of  junction 
till  the  15th  of  November. 
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Admonished,  as  we  are,  b^  the  storms  which 
have  assailed  us  for  ten  days  past,  and  which 
have  not  yet  ceased,  I  cannot  but  think  that  a  pe- 
riod so  late  would  of  itself  be  fatal  to  the  pro- 
ject. 

Other  circumstances  lead  to  the  same  conclu- 
sion. Beginning  our  operations  froti>  the  mouth 
of  the  GUiunanoqui  river,  we  shall  have  a  mar^ 
of  twenty-four  miles  to  Kingston,  and  through  a 
country  covered  with  woods,  destitute  of  inhab- 
itants, and  pervious  only  by  two  roads,  which, 
without  any  interruption  from  the  enemy,  are 
represented  as  nearly  impassable  at  present.  This 
movement  (unlike  that  originally  projected*) 
cannot  be  made  without  the  aid  of  horses,  and  a 
less  number  of  these  than  six  hundred,!  including 
the  second  raiment  of  dragoons,  is,  I  understand, 
deemed  insufficient.  Now  these  must  be  fed,  and 
their  provender  drawn  from  this  place,  as  the 
country  between  Qravelly  Point  and  Putney  ville 
affords  none,  and  interposes  a  swampy  desert. 
iRrhich  shuuus  out  from  the  supplies  of  Rossie  and 
Hay  ville,  &c.  An  important  question  arises  here 
— can  the  necessary  forage  be  obtained  from  this 
neighborhood  ?  The  Quartermaster  General  savs 
^*  it  cannot,  that  it  must  be  carted  from  Lowviife, 
(forty  miles  distant,)  and  transported  hence  by 
-water."  These  facts,  on  your  plan,  menace  our 
operations  against  Kingston,  with  a  delay  which 
-would  probably  surround  uh  with  all  the  embar- 
rassments of  a  Canadian  Winter,  and  extinguish 
every  hope  of  grasping  the  other — the  safer  and 
the  greater  object  below.  I  call  it  the  safe%and 
^eater  object,  because,  at  Montreal,  you  find  the 
weaker  place,  and  the  smaller  force  to  encounter: 
at  Montreal,  you  meet  a  fresh,  unexhausted,  effi- 
cient reinforcement  of  four  thousand  men:  at 
Montreal,  you  approach  your  own  resources,  and 
establish  between  you  and  them  an  easy  and  an 
expeditious  intercourse :  at  Montreal,  you  occupy 
a  point  which  must  be  gained  in  carrying  your 
attacks  home  to  the  purposes  of  the  war,  and 
which,  if  seized  notr,  will  save  one  campaign :  at 
Montreal;  you  hold  a  position  which  completely 
severs  the  enemy's  line  of  operations;  which 
shuts  up  the  Ottawa  as  well  as  the  St.  Lawrence 
against  him ;  and  which,  while  it  restrains  all  be- 
low, withers  and  perishes  all  above  itself. 

These,  General,  are  the  thoughts  which  present 
themselves  on  your  proposition,  and  which  I  un- 
derstand as  abandoning,  for  this  campaign,  the 
proposed  attack  on  Montreal.  I  am  entirely  dis- 
posed to  listen  to  all  that  can  be  said  on  the  other 
side  of  the  question,  but,  at  present,  the  reasons 
assigned  leave  me  no  doubt  of  the  policy  of  pur- 
suing, promptly  and  firmly,|  the  plan  already  in- 
dicated, and  which,  besides  the  approbation  of  the 

*  A  descent  at  McPherson'f  fiurm,  two  miles  and  a 
half  below  Kingston. 

t  Forage  for  this  namber  was  required  by  the 
G«ieral. 

X  This  refers  to  the  preceding  plan,  approved  bj  the 
President  on  the  3dd  Jul j,  and  commnnicated  to  Gen. 
Wilkinson  on  the  6th  of  August.  .    . 


President,  has  received  the  sanction  of  a  council 
of  war.* 

I  am  very  respectfully,  &c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Major  Gen'l  Wilkinson. 

Headquarters,  Sackett's  Harbor, 
October  19, 1813. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  was  about  to  embark  for  Grena- 
dier Island  when  I  received  your  letter  of  this 
morning,  which  I  will  endeavor  to  answer;  my 
very  feeble  condition,  and  the  want  of  time  for 
reflection,  disqualify  me  from  doing  full  justice 
to  my  opinions.  9 

Tov  will  recollect  that,  in  my  letter  of  the  6th 
of  August,  I  proposed  to  take  Kingston,  as  pre- 
liminary to  an  attack  on  Montreal;  you  offered 
a  different  opinion  in  your  letter  of  the  8ihj  and, 
on  my  arrival  here,  I  submitted  the  alternative  to 
a  council  of  war^  which  decided  in  favor  of  your 
plan  to  leave  Kingston  untouched,  and  proceed 
directly  as^ainst  Montreal;  but  ulterior  consider- 
ations and  informationt  have  induced  me  to  ftd- 
here  to  my  original  plan. 

Permit  me,  previous  to  the  discussion  of  the 
grounds  of  my  opinion^  to  submit  a  few  incidental 
remarks. 

It  is  extremely  doubtful  what  may  be  the  pres- 
ent force  of  the  enemy  at  Kingston,  and  very  un- 
certain bow  much  our  own  force  mav  have  been 
diminished  by  disease,  and  the  casualties  attend- 
ing our  movements. 

From  the  retreat  of  Proctor  before  General  Har- 
rison, and  the  information  received  from  Colonel 
Scott.  I  think  it  probable  that  De  Rottenberg, 
with  the  effectives  of  his  division,  has  gone  to 
reinforce  Proctor,  and  that  the  troops  which  have 
descended  to  Kingston  consisted  only  of  the  sick 
of  that  division. 

*This  council  oonaisted  of  Generals  Wilkinson, 
Lewis,  Brown,  and  Swartwout,  and  Commodore 
Chauncej.    The  opinion  was  unanimous. 

NoTSr— Before  the  Secretary  of  War  left  Sackett's 
Harbor,  and  while  it  was  deemed  practicable,  and  was 
intended  to  carry  our  attacks  against  both  Ktngstoti 
and  Montreal,  he  had  one  or  more  oonvenations  with 
Commodore  Chauncey,  on  the  general  subject  of  naval 
co-operation.  These  had  partSsolar  reference  to  two 
point*— the  plaoe  of  landing,  [in  case  Kingston  waa  the 
object  of  attack,]  and  the  desree  of  protection  whidi 
the  fleet  could  be  able  to  renoer  to  the  debarcation  of 
the  army.  The  placee  of  descent  indicated  bj  the  8eo> 
retary  were  three : 

1st.  Mcpherson's  farm,  two  miles  and  a  half  btkw 
Kingston. 

2d.  The  month  of  the  Little  Cataraqui,  four  or  five 
miles  above  Kingston ;  and 

3d.  The  mouth  of  the  Gaunanoqui  river,  twentj-four 
miles  bebw  Kingston. 

The  Commodore's  answer  was  substantially  as  fol- 
lows :  that  he  would  not  take  upon  himself  the  respon- 
sibility of  covering  the  landing  of  the  army  at  iheftrtt 
of  these  points,  bat  that  he  would  cover  its  landing  at 
either  of  the  other  two. 

fThis  ulterior  arrangement  was  not  communicated 
to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
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My  idea  of  recalling  General  Hampton  to  re- 
inforce US,  was  produced  by  an  alarm  with  respect 
to  the  insufficiency  of  onr  force,  which  I  found 
spreading;  and  the  direction  which  I  suggested 
was  founded  on  your  own  proposition*  of  the  13(h 
instant,  at  whicn  time  I  understood  you  to  offer 
the  opinion,  that  the  march  from  Hampton's  en- 
campment to  Morrisville  might  be  accomplished 
in  six  days,  and  my  own  opinion  is^  that,  by  dis- 
embarrassing himself  of  his  artillery  and  attirail, 
perhaps  he  might  be  able  to  make  the  march  in 
that  time,  or  a  few  davs  more. 

My  reasons  for  preferring  the  attack  of  Kings- 
ton to  that  of  Montreal,  are^hese : 

By  the  reduction  of  that  place  we  conquer  a 
province,  not  only  of  great  importance  to  the  ene- 
my, but  a  valuable  acquisition  .to  ourselves;  we 
capture  or  destroy  four  thousand  of  his  best 
troops;  we  put  an  end  to  the  Indian  war;  and, 
by  tne  destruction  of  his  naval  force,  establish  our 
command  of  the  lake,  and  permit  a  respectable 
part  of  our  naval  force  to  be  employed  elsewhere. 

On  the  contrary,  leave  Kingston,  its  garrison, 
and  the  British  squadron  in  our  rear,  and  proceed 
to  Montreal,  none  of  those  important  objects  will 
be  gained.  The  enemy  will  remain  m  undis- 
turl^d  possession  of  the  province,  at  liberty  to  ex- 
ercise his  enterprise  against  this  frontier  at  discre- 
tion ;  for  it  is  a  fact,  however  opinions  may  vary, 
the  resources  of  the  province  are  adequate  to  the 
subsistence  of  bis  army.  His  naval  superiority 
on  the  lake  will  be  re-established  by  the  opening 
of  the  Spring;  the  Indian  depredations  may  be 
encouraged  or  continued ;  or,  should  he  prefer  it, 
he  may,  on  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  leaving 
Sir  James  Teo  triumphant  00  the  lake,  with  a 
suitable  garrison  for  the  protection  of  Kingston, 
descend  the  St.  Lawrence  with  bis  main  Torce, 
and  fall  upon  our  rear,  while  we  shall  be  engaged 
in  froot,  admitting  we  succeed  in  establishing 
ourselves  at  Montreal. 

Having  passed  Kingston,  the  fortifications  at 
Prescoti  may  present  such  an  obstacle  to  our  fur- 
ther progress^  as  to  compel  ua  to  land  and  reduce 
it  by  force — an  operation  which  may  consume 
more  tin^e  than  can  be  spared  at  this  advanced 
season.  I  speak  con jeclu rally;  but,  should  we 
surmount  every  obsun^le  in  descending  the  river, 
we  shall  advance  upon  ^liontfeal  ignorant  of  the 
foice  atrayed  against  u:^  and  in  case  of  misfor- 
tune, having  no  retreat,  the  army  must  surren- 
der at  di^retion.  I  wilt  barely  add,  that,  as  the 
Winter  commences  at  Montreal  by  the  20lh  of 
November,  should  we  be  delayed  on  the  route  by 
any  untoward  incidents,  our  embarrassments  and 
perils  will  be  greatly  multiplied. 

I  offer  these  results  of  my  frail  judgment  with 
a  conscientious  regard  for  the  public  good.  lam 
bigoted  to  no  project,  and  therefore  am  willing  to 
yield  my  own  judgment  to  that  of  others. 

*  Whmt  is  here  called  a  propan^ion  was  but  a  ques- 
tion, whether  the  march  could  be  performed  in  six 
days  ?  General  W.  answered  in  the  n^ative,  and  ad- 
vised that  General  Hampton  should  be  ordtfed  to  go 
on  to  Cognawaga. 


Personal  consideration  would  make  me  prefer 
a  visit  to  Montreal  to  the  attack  of  Kingston;  but 
before  I  abandon  this  aUack.  which  by  my  in- 
structions I  am  ordered  to  inake,  it  is  necessary 
to  my  justification  that  you  should,  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  President,  direct  the  operations  of 
ihearmy  under  iny  command  particularly  against 
Montreal. 

With  my  earnest  wishes  for  the  successful  issue 
of  whatever  may  be  undertaken,  I  am,  dear  sUp 
with  much  respect  and  esteem,  truly  yours, 

JA.  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  J.  Abmstrong,  Sec'ry  of  War. 

N.  B.  All  the  obijections  which  apply  to  the 
landing  below  Kingston  may  be  obviated  by  land- 
ing above  it.  My  sole  motive  for  suggesting  the 
idea  of  landing  below,  was  to  prevent  the  garri- 
son's escape.  If  there  be  a  dencieacy  of  forage 
on  our  parta  it  is  the  fault  of  the  Quartermaster 
Qeneral,  who  was  instructed  as  early  as  August 
to  lay  in  a  supply  of  twelve  thousand  bushels  for 
the  subsistence  of  the  cavalry. 

JA.  WILKINSOIf. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrono,  Se^ry  of  War, 


Endorsement  on  ^e  preceding  letter  by  the  Oecretary 
of  War. 
Note. — If  we  look  at  the  plan  of  campaign  of 
the  23d  of  July,  we  find  that  it  proposed  an  at- 
tack on  Kingston,  and  even  indicated  the  mode 
of  that  attack.  If  we  examine  General  Wilkin- 
son's letter  of  the  6th  of  August,  we  find  that  he 
provisioually  adopted  that  opmion ;  and  if  we  re- 
fer to  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the 
8th,  so  far  ftom  expressing  a  different  opinion^ 
we  discover  that  it  instructed  the  General  to 
ehoote  between  a  direct  and  an  indiNci  attack 
on  that  post.  It  was  not,  therefore,  any  d^ermce 
of  opinion  between  the  Secretary  and  the  Gene- 
ral tbat  was  submitted  to  the  council  of  war,  as 
stated  in  the  preceding  letter,  but  the  mere  oiier' 
native  presented  by  the  instructions  of  the  letter^ 
die  &imple  choice  between  the  two  modes  of  at- 
tack. 


War  DjepABTMSMT,  Oct.  20,  ISia. 
Sir  :  I  received  your  letter  of  yesterday  by 
Major  Lee.  You  appear  to  have  wriuen  it  u»- 
.  der  an  impression  that  your  instructions  of  August 
last  made  a  direct  attack  upon  Kingston  unavoid- 
able. A  copy  of  these  instructions  is  before  me, 
and  in  the  last  paragraph  of  them  we  find  a  sum- 
mary of  their  substance.  It  is  as  follows :  "After 
ibis  exposition,  it  is  unnecessary  to  add,  that,  in 
conducting  the  present  campaign,  you  will  make 
Kingiton  your  principal  object,  and  that  you  will 
cAoose,  as  circumstances  may  indicate,  net  ween 
a  direct  and  an  indirect  attack  on  that  post.'* 
Both  modes  of  attack  are  slightly  detailed  in  th«se 
Orders,  and  a  preference  given  to  the  latter,  but 
without  at  all  infringing  your  righl  of  cheiee,  or 
in  any  degree  lessening  your  responsibility.  Nor 
am  I  now  at  liberty  to  change  thi  ground  qftheae 
tnitructioM^  since  the  only  effect  of  this  wottl^ 
be  to  substitute  my  opinion/or  youro.   Tktlonaei 
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has  Qot,  however,  heen  withheld ;  it  has  been  given 
freely  and  fully,  and  is  yet  anshaken  by  any  con- 
sideration presented  to  my  mind. 

As  we  are  now  about  to  part,  it  may  be  proper 
that  I  should  subjoin  to  what  I  have  said  in  favor 
of  a  movement  on  Montreal,  a  short  statement  of 
my  objections  to  a  direct  attack  on  Kingston. 

1st.  If  its  garrison  consists  of  four  mousand 
of  the  best  troops  of  the  enemy,  (as  you  suggest) 
your  attack  will  fail. 

2d.  If  your  attack  fails,  your  retreat  is  imprac- 
ticable. 

3d.  Your  descent  most  necessarily  be  made 
above  or  below  the  town,  on  the  water's  edge, 
and  within  a  short  distance  of  your  object.  If 
made  below  the  town,  your  fleet  cannot  cover  it  ;* 
if  made  above  the  town,  it  must  be  done  in  pres- 
ence of  the  enemy,  and  within  stroke  of  his  fleet, 
and  that  he  will  tnink  the  object  sufficient  to  jus- 
tify the  risk  cannot  be  doubted.  Besides,  an  ap- 
proach on  this  side,  however  successful,  leaves  to 
the  enemv  the  nieans  of  escaping. 

4th.  Tne  experiment  already  made  of  the  lake 
oavigation  is  not  encouraging.  Thotigh  pressed 
by  no  enemy  other  than  the  weather,  the  army 
has  not  been  able  to  reach  Grenadier  island  but 
in  broken  order,  and  with  considerable  loss.  On 
your  plati,  they  have  eighteen  other  miles  to  go 
on  the  open  lake*  and  much  of  this  distance  under 
the  eye  of  the  British  fleet.  Is  it  probable  that 
our  fcoiof  will  be  able  to  navigate  this  remaining 
distance  (at  a  season  and  under  circumstances  so 
tinfavorable)  in  better  order,  or  with  less  loss? 

These  are  the  be^  thoughts  I  can  ofier,  and  it 
only  remains  to  add  to  them  my  best  wishes  for 
yeur  ariny  and  for  yourself. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Major  General  Wilkinson* 


Lady  of  tbb  Lake, 
OffSackelVt  Harbor^  Oct.  24, 1813. 

Sia:  I  was  at  Grenadier  island  the  day  before 
yesterday,  and  foond  the  troops  droppiiig  in  so 
slowly  that  I  determined  to  return,  hunt  them  up, 
and  quicken  their  movement.  My  pretence  at 
the  harbor  was  alio  necessary  to  have  clothing 
sirlected  to  cover  numbers  of  our  naked  men. 

I  will  say  nothing  of  the  horrid  condition  in 
which  that  place  was  leA.  Colonel  Coles  has 
arrived  with  upwards  of  two  hundred  ffood  men, 
and  expects  about  eighty  more  to-day.  Kandolph 
and  Scott  are  expected  at  Oswego,  nine  hundred 
strong.  I  have  contrived  to  rig  and  send  off  ves- 
sels to  bring  up  six  hundred  of  them  in  season  for 
my  movement  from  Grenadier  island,  which  will 
not  be  delayed  one  instant  unnecessarily.  The 
people  at  Kingston  appear  to  be  much  afirighted, 
firing  their  alarm  guns  on  the  slightest  appear- 
ance. J.  N.  has  returned,  and  if  he  may  be  cred- 
ited, De  Rottenburg  has  not  arrived,  and  all  the 
force  they  can  spare  is  sent  down  the  river  to  take 

*  Commodore  Ohanncey  declared  he  wotdd  not  take 
ibe  responsibil]^  of  covering  the  dtecent  of  the  army 
If  made  at  ItePneiton't  hrm,  5dbiir  the  town.  « 


gossession  of,  and  fortify,  some  critical 
ly  health  continues,  unfortunately,  bad. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JA.  WILKINSON. 


Extract  of  a  letter  ^m  M^)or  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Grsnadibe  Islano,  Oct*  28,  iSlS. 

"  I  send  you  this  by  an  extra  Aid*de-Catnp, 
Captain  Nourse.  to  relieve  the  anxiety  to  which 
you  must  be  subject,  in  the  impending  eventAii 
moment. 

^'  The  extent  of  the  injuries  to  our  craft,  the 
clothing  and  arms  of  the  men,  and  to  our  pro- 
visions, on  the  passage  from  Sackett's  Harbor  to 
this  place,  p^reatly  exceeded  our  appehensions, 
and  has  subjected  us  to  the  necessity  of  furnish- 
ing a  supply  of  clothitig,  and  of  making  repairs 
and  equipments  to  our  flotilla  generailv.  In  fact, 
all  our  hopes  have  been  very  nearly  blasted ;  hot 
thanks  to  the  same  Providence  which  placed  Us 
in  jeopardy,  we  are  sarmoanting  oar  difficulties, 
and,  God  willing,  I  shall  pass  Prescott  on  the 
night  of  the  Ist  or  2d  proximo,  if  some  unfore- 
seen obstacle  does  not  present  to  forbid  me.  I 
shall  expect  to  hear  from  you  at  Morrisvitteu 
where  Colonel  Swift  is  to  meet  me,  and  toffuard 
against  chance  shots,  I  wish  wagons  woiud  be 
held  in  readiness  to  receive  our  powder  and  field 
ammunition,  at  a  suitable  distance  above  Pres- 
cott. 

"  I  keep  up  the  delusion  here ;  and  the  enemy, 
about  sixteen  hundred  strong,  exclusive  of  five 
hundred  militia,  are  in  daily  expectation  of  a  visit 
at  Kingston,  yet  they  have  taxen  post,  I  under- 
stand, at  Cornwall  and  the  Coteau  de  Lac.  No 
matter ;  once  past  Prescott,  and  our  bayonets  and 
sabres  shall  remove  all  impediments. 

*'<  The  inexorable  winds  and  rains  continue  to 
oppose  and  embarrass  our  movements ;  but  I  ajn 
seizing  on  every  moment's  interval,  to  slip  into 
the  St.  Lawrence,  corps  and  detachments^as  th^y 
can  be  got  ready.  Our  rendezvous  will  be  in  Bush 
creek,  about  twenty  miles  below,  and  nearly  op- 
posite to  Gaunanoqui,  which  position  menaces  a 
descent  on  the  opposite  shore.  I  shall  sail  from 
that  position  at  uHir  o'clock  of  the  morning,  and 
will  pass  Prescott  about  the  same  time  the  ensu- 
ing morning. 

'*We  have  had  such  a  fluctuation  of  sick  ai^l 
well  between  this  place  and  Sackett's  Harbor, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  say  in  what  force  we  shall 
move;  but  I  calculate  on  6,000  combaunts.  ex- 
clusive of  Scott  and  Randolph,  neither  of  whom 
will,  I  fear,  be  up  in  season,  notwithstanding  all 
my  arrangements  and  exertions  to  accelerate  their 
march ;  they  are  both  under  provisional  orders  for 
Ogdensburgh." 

Was  Dbpartmbnt,  Denmark* 

O0fo&er  30,  9 o'dockP. M. 
Dear  General:  I  this  moment  received  your 
despatch  by  Captain  Nourse.    I  Tejoiee  that  yoiir 
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difficulties  are  so  far  surmoonted  as  to  enable  you 
to  sajr  with  assurance  when  you  will  pass  Pres- 
cott.  I  should  have  met  you  there;  but  bad 
roads,  worse  weather,  and  a  considerable  degree 
of  illness,  admonish  me  against  receding  further 
from  a  point  where  my  engagements  call  me 
about  the  1st  proximo.  The  resolution  of  tread- 
ing back  my  steps  was  taken  at  Antwerp,  and 
communicated  in  a  letter  from  that  place  by  Maj. 
Lush.  I  wrote  a  single  line  to  you  to  day,  giving 
the  fortunate  issue  of  Harrison's  business,  and  his 
arrival  at  Fort  Gkorgewith  McArthur's  brigade. 
If  Vincent  be  within  the  peninsula,  Harrison  will 
root  him  out.  It  remains  with  you  to  sweep  the 
rest  of  the  line  before  you.  Monueal  uken,  what 
are  Prescott  and  Kingston  1  Qive  Hampton  time- 
ly notice  of  your  approach,  and  of  the  place  and 
hour  of  junction. 

Yours,  sincerely, 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Major  Gkneral  Wilicinson, 

Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  SecreUiy  of  War,  dated 

Grenadier  Island,  Nbv,  1, 1813. 

"  Tou  will  perceive  from  the  duplicate  under 
coyer  fletter  of  the  28th  of  October)  what  were 
my  calculations  four  days  since }  but  the  winds 
and  waves  and  rains  and  snow  still  prevail,  and 
we  have  made  several  fruitless  attempts  to  turn 
Stony  Point,  one  of  them  at  great  peril  to  three 
thousand  men,  whom  I  seasonably  remanded  to 
the  harbor  without  the  loss  of  a  life.  Our  sick, 
one  hundred  and  ninety-six  in  number,  have  not 
fared  as  well;  they  were  embarked  in  stout  com- 
fortable vessels,  and  sailed  the  day  before  yester- 
day morning  for  Sackett's  Harbor,  but  they  were 
driven  on  shore  by  a  storm,  which  continued  with 
unremitting  violence  all  night ;  and  as  no  exer- 
tion could  relieve  them,  I  anticipated  the  loss  of 
I  he  whole  -,  but  the  tempest  having  abated,  and 
the  wind  shifted  from  southwest  to  northeast, 
boats  were  sent  out  yesterday  morning,  and  Dr. 
Bull  reports  the  loss  of  three  men  only.  Other 
means  of  transport  will  be  provided  to-morrow, 
and  these  unfortunate  men  will  be  sent  to  the 
hospital  at  Sackett's  Harbor. 

^  Brigadier  Brown  with  his  brigade,  the  light 
artillery,  the  riflemen,  the  volunteers,  the  gun- 
boats, Bissell's  regiment,  and  a  part  of  Macomb's, 
are,  I  expect,  safe  at  French  creek,  with  the  ar- 
tillery and  ordnance  stores.  These  corps  have 
made  the  traverse  of  the  arm  of  the  lake  under 
circumstances  of  great  danger,  though  fortunately 
without  the  loss  of  a  life,  but  at  the  expense  of 
some  boats. 

"  I  shall  wait  one  day  longer,  and  if  the  passage 
should  still  continue  impracticable  to  the  troops, 
I  will  land  them  on  the  opposite  shore,  march 
them  across  the  country  to  the  St.  Lawrence, 
and  send  the  empty  boats  round  to  a  given  ren- 
dezvous. 

^'As  Major  General  Hampton  is  under  your  or- 
ders, permit  me  to  suggest  to  you  what  is  worthy 
of  renection— whether  he  should  take  a  position 


and  wait  the  arrival  of  my  command  near  the 
confluence  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Grand  river, 
or  whether  he  should  move  down  the  St.  Law- 
rence and  menace  Chambly?  If  he  is  suong 
enough  to  meet  Sir  George;  the  latter  will  be  the 
preferable  plan,  because  if  will  have  the  eflfect  to 
divide  the  enemy's  force ;  otherwise  he  should 
adopt  the  first  idea,  hazard  nothing,  and  strength- 
en my  hands. 

"  The  enclosed  copy  of  ^  memorandum  from 
Colonel  Swift  will  show  you  what  he  is  about,  I 
flatter  myself,  to  your  satisfaction.  The  sole  un- 
pleasant circumstance  before  me,  is  our  total  ig- 
norance of  the  preparations  of  Sir  George,  and 
what  we  may  expect  to  meet  on  the  island.  I 
fear  no  consequences ;  but  it  must  be  painful  to 
lead  more  than  six  thousand  men  to  battle  hood- 
winked; and  yet  all  my  efibrts  to  procure  intel- 
ligence from  Montreal  have  proved  fruitless." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of  War  to  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson,  dated 

War  Department,  Nov.  1, 1813. 
"  Prevost  will  perhaps  be  found  between  the 
Coteau  de  Lac  and  the  Isle  Perrot.  If  wise,  he 
will  attempt  to  fight  you  before  your  junction 
with  Hampton.  Avoid  this,  and  leave  nothing 
to  chance  that  you  can  settle  on  your  own  terms. 
A  junction  with  Hampton  enables  you  to  give 
the  law.** 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Wilkinson  to  the  Sao- 
retaiy  of  War,  dated 

Geenaoibr  Island, 
Nov.  3, 1813, 7  o'clock  A.  M. 
"  The  troops  and  squadron  are  at  last  in  the 
river,  excepting  Macomb's  regiment,  with  which 
I  shall  join  them  by  10  o'clock,  as  the  weather  is 
propitious.  Extreme  illness,  and  the  arrival  of 
Colonel  Randolph  with  two  hundred  and  thirty 
men,  kept  me  here  last  evening.  We  shall  be 
encamped  at  French  creek  to-night  \  will  take 
to-morrow  for  final  organization  and  arrao|pe- 
roent,  and  the  next  day  pass  or  prepare  to  take 
Prescott ;  by  preference  I  shall  not  disturb  the 
place,  because  I  have  not  time  to  spare.'' 


Albany,  November  12, 1813. 

Dear  General  :  My  accounts  from  and  of  you 
are  of  the  same  date.  Neither  come  down  lower 
than  the  3d  instant.  These  left  you  with  the  re- 
serve at  Grenadier  island. 

General  Hampton  has  made  a  movement  to- 
wards the  St.  Lawrence.  After  feeling  and  skir- 
mishing with  the  enemy,  he  retired  asain  to  the 
Four  Corners,  until  he  had  notice  of  your  ap- 
proach. I  hastened  to  Inform  him  by  express 
(who  would  reach  him  in  forty-eight  hours)  that 
you  were  in  motion  ;  that  on  the  5th  you  would 
pass  or  take  Prescott,  and  that  on  the  8th  you 
would  be  at  Hamilton,  whence  he  might  expect 
to  hear  from  you }  that  he  must  put  himself  again 
in  motion,  and  take  a  position  which  would  enm- 
ble  him  to  join  you,  or  which  should  detain  the 
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enemy  oo  the  soath  side  of  the  river.  If  Pre- 
«  V08t,  on  learniDg  your  approach,  quits  his  present 
position,  and  re-occupies  the  north  bank  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  Hampton  goes  on  and  joins  you. 
If  he  remains  on  the  south  bank,  he  abandons 
Montreal  and  even  the  road  to  his  caprtal.  In 
the  fullness  of  my  faith  that  you  are  in  Montreal, 
and  that  you  have  both  seen  and  seized  on  all  the 
advantages  that  the  errors  of  an  enemy  may  hare 
given  you, 

I  am,  dear  (General,  cordially  yours, 

J.  ARMSTRONG. 
Major  General  Wilkinson. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Fr£nch  Mills.  November  15, 1813. 
"It  is  a  fact,  for  which  I  am  authorized  to 
pledge  myself  on  the  most  confidential  author- 
ity^ that,  on  the  fourth  of  the  present  month,  the 
British  garrison  of  Montreal  consisted  solely  of 
four  hundred  marines  and  two  hundred  sailors, 
which  had  been  sent  up  from  Cluebec.  What  a 
golden,  elorious  opportunity,  has  been  lost  by 
the  caprice  of  Major  General  Hampton." 

Headuuarters,  Fbbnch  Mills, 
November  16, 1813. 

Sib  :  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  journal 
which  accompanies  this  letter,  for  the  particulars 
of  the  movement  of  the  corps  under  my  com- 
mand down  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  will  endeavor 
to  exert  tny  enfeebled  mind  to  detail  to  you  the 
more  striking  and  important  incidents  which 
have  ensued  my  departure  from  Grenadier  island, 
at  the  foot  of  Lake  Ontario,  on  the<3d  instant.    * 

The  corps  of  the  enemy  from  Kingston,  which 
followed  me,  hung  on  my  rear ;  and.  in  concert 
with  a  heavy  galley  and  a  few  gunboats,  seemed 
determined  to  retard  my  progress.  I  was  strong- 
ly tempted  to  halt,  turn  about,  and  put  an  end  to 
his  teasings;  but  alas!  I  was  confined  to  my 
bed*  Major  General  Lewis  was  too  ill  for  any 
active  exertion;  and,  above  ail,  I  did  not  dare 
suffer  myself  to  be  diverted  a  single  day  from  the 

Erosecution  of  the  views  of  the  Government.  I 
•d  written  Major  General  Hampton  on  the  6th 
instant,  by  his  Adjutant  General,  Colonel  King, 
and  had  ordered  him  to  form  a  junction  with  me 
on  the  St.  Lawrence,  which  I  expected  would 
take  place  on  the  9th  or  10th.  it  would  have 
been  unpardonable  had  I  lost  sight  of  this  object 
a  moment,  as  I  deemed  it  of  vital  importance  to 
the  issue  of  the  campaign. 

The  enemy  deserve  credit  for  their  zeal  and 
intelligence,  which  the  active  universal  hostility 
of  the  male  inhabitants  of  the  country  enable 
them  to  employ  to  the  greatest  advantage.  Thus, 
while  menaced  by  a  respectable  force  in  rear, 
the  coast  was  lined  by  musketry  in  front  at  every 
critical  pass  of  the  river,  which  obliged  me  to 
march  a  detachment,  and  this  impeded  my  pro- 
gress. 

On  the  evening  of  the  9th  instant,  the  army 
halted  a  few  miles  from  the  head  of  the  Longue 


Saut.  In  the  morning  of  the  10th,  the  enclosed 
order  was  issued.  General  Brown  marched  a^ee- 
ably  to  order,  and  about  noon  we  were  apprized, 
by  the  report  of  his  artillery,  that  he  was  engagea 
some  distance  below  us.  At  the  same  time  the 
enemy  were  oWrved  in  our  rear,  and  their  gal- 
ley and  gunboats  approached  our  flotilla  and 
opened  a  fire  on  us,  which  obliged  me  to  order  a 
battery  of  eighteen  pounders  to  be  planted,  and  a 
shot  from  it  compelled  the  vessels  of  the  enemy 
to  retire,  together  with  their  troops,  after  some 
firing  between  the  advanced  parties.  But,  by 
this  time,  in  consequence  of  disembarking  and 
re-embarking  the  heavy  guns,  the  day  was  so  far 
spent,  that  our  pilots  did  not  enter  the  Saut| 
(eight  miles  a  continued  rapid,)  and,  therefore, 
we  fell  down  about  two  miles,  and  came  to  fbr 
the  night.  Early  the  next  morning  everything 
was  in  readiness  for  motion;  but  having  received 
no  intelligence  from  General  Brown,  f  was  still 
delayed,  as  sound  caution  prescribed  I  should 
learn  the  result  of  his  affair  before  I  committed 
the  flotilla  to  the  Saut.  At  half  past  ten  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  an  officer  of  dragoons  arrived  with  a  let- 
ter, in  which  the  General  informed  me  he  had 
forced  the  enemy,  and  would  reach  the  foot  of 
the  Saut  early  in  the  day.  Orders  were  imme- 
diately given  for  the  flotilla  to  sail,  at  which  in- 
stant the  enemy's  gunboats  appeared,  and  b<^h 
to  throw  shot  amonpr  us.  Information  was  brought 
me  at  the  same  time,  from  Brigadier  General 
Boyd,  that  the  enemy's  troops  were  advancing  in 
column.  I  immediately  sent  orders  to  him  to 
attack  them.  This  report  was  sdon  contradicted. 
Their  gunboats,  however,  continued  to  watch  ua. 
and  a  variety  of  reports  of  their  movements  atfa 
counter-movements  were  brought  to  me  in  suc- 
cession, which  convinced  me  of  their  determina- 
tion to  hazard  an  attack  when  it  could  be  done 
to  the  greatest  advantage,  and.  therefore,  I  de- 
termined to  anticipate  them.  Directions  were 
accordingly  sent  by  that  distinguished  officer, 
Colonel  Swift,  bf  the  Engineers,  to  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Boyd,  to  throw  the  detachment  of  his  com- 
mand, assigned  to  him  in  the  order  of  the  pre- 
ceding day.  and  composed  of  men  from  his  own, 
Covington's  and  Sw^rtwout's  brigades,  into  three 
columns,  to  march  upon  the  enemy,  out  flank 
them,  if  possible,  and  take  their  artillery.  The 
action  soon  after  commenced  with  the  advanced 
body  of  the  enemy,  and  became  extremely  sharp 
and  filing ;  and,  with  occasional  pauses,  was 
sustained  with  great  vivacity,  in  open  space  and 
fair  combat,  for  upwards  of  two  and  a  half  hours, 
the  adverse  lines  alternately  yielding  and  advan- 
cing. It  is  impossible  to  say  with  accuracy  what 
was  our  number  on  the  field,  because  it  consisted 
of  indefinite  detachments  taken  from  the  boats 
to  render  safer  the  passage  of  the  Saut.  Briga- 
dier Generals  Covington  and  Swartwout  volun- 
tarily took  part  in  the  action  at  the  head  of  the 
detachments  from  their  respective  brigades,  and 
exhibited  the  same  courage  that  was  displayed  by 
Brigadier  General  Boyd,  who  happened  to  be  the 
senior  officer  on  the  ground.  Our  force  engaigted 
might  have  reached  sixteen  or  seventeen  hun- 
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4fed  neft,  but  «ert«ioly  did  not  exceed  eighteen 
iModred.  That  of  the  eoemy  was  estimated  at 
from  twelve  huodred  to  two  theasand,  bat  prob- 
ably did  .not  amount  to  more  than  fifteen  or  six- 
teen hundred,  consisting*  as  I  am  informed,  of 
detachments  from  the  49th,  64th,  and  104th  regi- 
ments of  the  line,  with  three  companies  of  the 
Toltigeur  and  Qlengary  corps,  and  the  militia  of 
the  country,  who  are  not  included  in  the  esti- 
mate. 

It  would  be  presumptuous  in  me  to  attempt  to 
.gire  you  a^detailed  account  of  this  affair,  which 
>«ertainly  4r«fiects  hiffh  honor  on  the  American 
•oldier,  asiio  Sample  can  be  produced  of  undis- 
r^iplined  meOf  with  inexperienced  officers,  braving 
«•  fire  of  two  hours  and  a  half,  without  quitting 
the  field,  or  yielding  to  their  antagonists.    But, 
tir,  the  information  I  now  give  vou  is  derived 
'  from  officers  of  in^r  confidence,  who  took  active 
IparU  in  this  conflict ;  for,  though  I  was  enabled 
•  to  order  the  attack,  it  was  my  hard  fortune  not 
'  to  be  able  to  lead  the  troops  1  commanded  ;  the 
diaease  with  which  1  was  assailed  on  the  2d  of 
fiieptember,  on  my  journey  to  Fort  Qeorge,  hav- 
ing, with  a  few  short  intervals  of  convalesceace, 
: preyed  on  me  ever  since ;  and,  at  the  moment  of 
this  action,  I  was  confined  to  my  bed,  and  ema- 
eiaced  almost  to  a  skeleton,  unable  to  set  my 
-Imse,  or  to  move  ten  paces  without  assistance. 

I  must)  however,  be  pardoned  for  trespassing 
on  your  time  a  few  remarks  in  relation  to  the 
'4fiair.    The  objects  of  the  British  and  Amerienn 
commanders  were  precisely  opposed;  the  last 
Mng  bound  by  the  instructions  of  his  Oovem- 
«ent,  and  the  most  solemn'  obligations  of  duty, 
•to  precipitate  his  descent  of  the  6t.  Lawrence  by 
.  «very  practicable  oceans ;  because,  this  being  ei- 
leeted,  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  opposed  to 
tlie  American  Army  would  be  suirmonnted :  and 
the  first,  by  duties  equally  imperioQs,  to  retard, 
and,  if  possible,  prevent  such  descent — he  is  to  be 
-neeoonted  victorious  who  effected  his  purpose. 
The  British  commander,  having  failed  to  gain 
./iilher  of  his  objects,  can  lay  no  cnim  to  the'l^nor 
of  the  day.    The  battle  fluctuated,  and  triumph 
aeemed,  at  different  times,  inclined  to  the  contend- 
ing corps.    The  front  of  the  enemy  was  at  first 
forced  back  more  than  a  mile,  and,  thougb  they 
-never  regained  the  ground  thus  lost,  their  stand 
was    permanent,  and    their    charges    resolute. 
Amidst  these  charges,  and  near  the  close  of  the 
contest,  we  lost  a  field  piece  by  the  fall  of  (he 
officer,  who  was  serving  it,  with  the  same  cool- 
ness as  if  he  had  been  at  a  parade  or  review ;  this 
was  Lieutenant  Smith  of  the  liffht  artillery,  who, 
in  point  of  merit,  stood  at  the  head  of  his  grade. 
The  enemy  having  halted,  and  our  troops  being 
.  again  formed  in  battalia,  front  to  front,  and  the 
^ring  ceased  on  both  sides,  we  resumed  our  posi- 
.  tion  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  infantry 
.  being  much  fatigued,  the  whole  were  re-embarked, 
;  and  proceeded  down  the  river,  without  further 
^annoyance  from  the  enemy  or  their  gunboats, 
while  the  dragoons,  with  five  pieces  of  light  ar- 
I  tileryi  marched  down  the  Canada  shore  without 


It  is  due  to  his  rank,  to  his  worth,  and  to  his 
services,  tbatishoald  make  particular  mention  of 
Brigadier  Gknecal  Covington,  who  received  a 
mortal  woond  directly  through  the  body,  WhUe 
animating  his  men,  and  leading  them  on  to  the 
charge.  He  fell  where  he  fought^  at  the  head  of 
his  men,  and  survived  but  two  days. 

The  next  morning  the  flotilla  passed  tliroo|h 
the  Saut.  and  joined  that  excellent  officer,  Brig- 
adier Oeoeral  Brown,  at  Barnharts.  near  Cora- 
wall,  where  he  had  been  inatrncteo  to  take  post 
and  wait  my  arrival;  and  where  I  confidently 
expected  to  bear  of  MMor  General  Hampton's 
arrival  on  the  opposite  shore.  But,  immediately 
after  I  halted.  Colonel  Atkinson,  the  Inspector 
General  of  the  division  under  Major  General 
Hampton,  waited  on  me  with  a  letter  from  that 
officer,  in  which,  to  my  unspeakable  mortification 
and  surprise,  he  declined  the  junction  ordered, 
and  informed  me  he  was  marching  towards  Lake 
Champlain,  by  way  of  co-operating  in  the  propo- 
sed attack  on  Montreal. 

Thb  letter,  together  with  a  copy  of  rhac  to 
which  it  is  an  answer,  were  immediately  sub- 
mitted to  a  council  of  war,  composed  of  my  gen- 
eral officers,  and  the  Colonel  commanding  the 
elite,  the  Chief  Engineer,  and  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral, who  unnnintously  gave  it  as  their  opinion, 
that "  the  attack  on  Montreal  should  be  abandoned 
far  the  present  season,  and  the  army,  then  near 
Cornwall,  should  be  imraediateiy  croaaed  to  the 
American  shore  for  taking  up  Wtntev  quartets, 
and  that  this  place  affinrded  an  eligible  position 
for  such  quarters." 

I  acquiesced  in  these  opinions,  not  from  the 
shortness  of  the  stock  of  provisions,  (which  had 
been  reduced  by  the  acts  of  God)  becaoae  that  of 
our  meat  had  been  increased  five  days,  and  our 
bread  had  been  reduced  only  two  days,  and  be- 
cattse  we  could,  in  case  of  extremity,  have  lived 
on  the  enemy;  but  beeanse  the  loss  of  the  divi- 
sion under  Major  General  Hampton  weakened 
my  force  too  sensibly  to  justify  the  attempt.  In 
•all  my  measures  aad  movements  of  mfoment,  I 
have  taken  the  opinions  of  my  geneml  oflicers, 
which  have  been  in  accord  with  my  own. 

I  remained  on  the  Canada  shore  until  the  next 
day,  without  seeing  or  hearing  from  the  '^poii^r- 
ful  force"  of  the  enemy  in  our  neighborhood,  mnd 
the  same  day  reached  this  position  with  the  ar- 
tillery and  infantry.  The  dragoons. have  been 
ordered  to  Uiica,  and  its  vicinity,  and  I  expect  ate 
fifty  or  sixty  miles  on  the  march. 

You  have,  under  cover,  a  summary  abttnmt  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  in  theaffair  of  the  11th  in- 
stant, which  shall  soon  be  followed  by  a  particular 
return,  in  which  a  just  regard  will  be  paid  to  in- 
dividual merits.  The  dead  rest  in  honor,  aad  the 
wounded  bled  for  their  country  and  deaervoits 
gratitude. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

The  Hon.  J.  Abmtboho, 

Secretary  ^  War. 


Digitized  by 


Laoogle 


AMS 


Asr^mnsL. 


2m 


FWure  of  the  Noiihem  Army. 


R0t«m  of  the  Kffl«d  and  Wounded  of  a  Dtftaehment 
of  the  Atmy  of  the  United  States,  descending  the 
%t,  LawTence»  under  the  oommand  of  Major  Creneral 
James  Wilkinson,  in  an  action  fonght  at  Williams- 
bnrgh,  in  Upper  Canada,  on  the  IHh  of  NoiveBy>ei, 
1813. 

KUlecL — Subalterns  3,  sergvants  7,  corporals  3, 
lauaieian  1,  privatm  88.-^Total  102. 

Wounded, — Bri^dier  general  1,  assistant  ad- 
jatant  general  1,  aid-de-camp  1,  cdlonel  1,  major 
1,  captains  5,  subalterns  G,  sei^eants  9,  corporals 
18,  musician  1,  privates  106.— Total  2^7. 

Names  of  the  Commissioned  Oilcers  killed  and 
wounded. 
jfiri/^tfcJ.'— Lieutenant  William  W.  Smith,  of  the 
light  artillery;  Lieutenant  David  Hunter,  of  the 
l2th  regiment  infantry;  Lieutenant  Edward  Olm- 
stead,  of  the  16ih  regiment  infaptry. 

Wounded, — Brigadier  General  Leonard  Cov- 
ington, mortally,  (since  dead;)  Major  Talbot 
Chamher?,  Assistant  Adjutant  Qeneral,  slightly ; 
Major  Darby  Noon,  Aid-de-eamp  U>  Brigadier 
General  Swartwout,  slighly;  Colonel  James  P. 
Preston,  of  the  23d  regiment  infantry,  severely, 
his  right  thigh  fractured ;  Ma^or  William  Cum- 
mings^  of  the  8ih  regiment  infantry,  severely; 
Captain  Edmund  Foster,  of  the  9th  regiment  in- 
fantry, slightly ;  Captain  David  S.  Townseod,  of 
the  9tn  regiment  infantry,  severelv—- taken  pris- 
ODer ;  Captain  Mordecai  Myers,  of  the  13th  regi- 
ment infantry,  severely ;  Captain  John  Campbell, 
of  the  13th  regiment  infantry,  sli|[htly ;  Captain 
John  B.  Murdoch,  of  the  25tb  regiment  infantry ; 
Lieutenant  William  S.  Heaton,  of  the  11th  regi- 
ment infantry,  severely ;  Lieutenant  John  Wil- 
liams, of  the  13th  regiment  infantry,  sUghtljr; 
Lieutenant  John  Lynch,  of  the  14th  regiment  in- 
fantry, severely — taken  prisouer;  Lieutenant 
Peter  relham,  of  the  21st  rej^iment  infantry,  se- 
verely—taken prisoner;  Lieutenant  James  D. 
Browo,  of  the  25th  regiment  infantry,  slightly; 
Lieutenant  Archibald  C.  Crary,  of  the  25th  regi- 
ment infantry,  severely,  in  the  skirmish  the  day 
before  the  action. 

Adjutant  Genbbal's  Ofpioe, 

French  Mills,  November^  1813. 

J.  B.  WALBACH, 
Adjutant  €r€neraL 

N.  B.-^Colonel  Preston  commanded  the  13th 
yegimentof  infantry  during  the  action;  and  Major 
Oummings  did  duty  with  the  16th  regiment  of 
Imfintry  in  the  action. 

JoimuU  reared  to  m  the  farming  kttet  ef  JUivf^or 
General  mlkSuan. 

October  2i8t.  Boisterous  weather ;  left  Sack- 
ett's  Harbor;  at  night  arrived  off  Orenadier 
island. 

October  25id.  Called  for  a  return  of  the  troops 
CFD  the  island ;  found  a  large  body  to  be  still  in 
Che  rear,  wrecked  or  stranded ;  returned  in  quest 
of  them,  and  to  order  from  the  harbor  a  supply 
-of  Winter  clothing  and  shoes  for  the  troops  on 


the  island,  who  were  nearly  destitute ;  observed 
at  night,  on  our  way  up,  manv  fires  on  different 
points  of  the  coast ;  wind  so  high  could  not  call 
at  them ;  reached  the  harbor  at  midnight. 

October  23d.  Orders  given  for  the  shipment  of 
the  clothing;  many  stragglers  picked  up  and 
embarked  for  Grenadier  island ;  Colonel  Coles 
arrived  with  two  hundred  men  of  the  12th  regi- 
ment, and  sailed  for  the  same  place ;  the  Growler 
equipped,  manned,  furnished  with  a  skipper,  and 
sent  to  Oswego  for  Colonels  Randolph  and  Scott 
(who  Were  expected  at  that  pl^ce)  and  as  many 
men  as  she  could  carry.  We  sailed  for  Grenadier 
island:  arrived  about  eight  o'clock  at  night  on 
the  island;  weather  blustering,  with  frequent 
rain.  All  this  time  the  General's  illness  contin- 
tied  without  abatement. 

October  24th.  Hard  rains  with  heavy  gales. 
Still  at  anchor  off*  the  island. 

October  25th.  The  General  landed,  and  meas- 
ures were  immediately  taken  to  seize  every  pause 
of  the  prevailing  storms  to  slip  the  flotilla  into 
the  St.  Lawrence  by  small  detachments.  In 
these  deceitful  momentary  calms  we  found  it  im- 
po^ible  to  traverse  in  safety  the  arm  of  the  lake 
to  Gravelly  point,  though  distant  only  nine  miles. 
In  the  several  attempts  made,  many  boats  were 
driven- ashore,  and  much  provision  and  clothing 
lost.  French  creek,  nearly  opposite  the  point 
Where  the  enemy  expected  we  should  land  to 
attack  Kingston,  was  made  the  general  rendez- 
vous of  the  iroons,  and  Brigadier  General  Brown 
ordered  on  to  take  the  chief  command.  The  ex- 
pcfdition  of  the  Growler  was  so  far  successful^ 
that,  on  the  31st.  Colonel  Randolph,  after  a  peril- 
ous voyage,  reached  Grenadier  island  with  two 
hundred  and  thirty  men  of  the  20th  regiment. 
On  the  2d  November,  Commodore  Chauncey,  by 
concert,  entered  the  St.  Lawrence,  fell  down 
nearly  to  French  creek,  and  took  a  position  to 
command  the  north  and  south  channels.  In  the 
evening  of  the  1st  November  our  vigilant  enei&y 
having  observed,  even  amid  the  storms,  our  move- 
ment and  position  at  French  creek,  attacked  the 
detachment  at  that  place,  under  General  Brown, 
about  sunset,  with  a  squadron  of  two  brigs  and 
two  schooners,  with  many  boats  loaded  with  in- 
fantry for  landing,  should  their  cannonade  make 
a  sufficient  impression.  Very  soon  Captain  Mc- 
Pherson,  of  the  light  artillery,  erected  a  battery 
of  three  eighteen  pounders,  and  returned  their 
fire  with  such  spirit  and  effect  that  they  fell  down 
to  a  harbor  below,  beyond  i(s  range.  Next  morn- 
ing the  attack  was  renewed  and  repelled,  and  one 
of  the  brigs  was,  with  great  difficulty,  towed  off* 
by  the  squadron,  which  put  into  Kingston  chan- 
nel, behind  Grand  island.  We  lost  two  killed 
and  four  wounded.  The  enemy  were  supposed 
to  have  sufih'ed  severely  from  the  evident  disa- 
bled state  of  their  brig,  and  the  deliberate  and 
well  directed  fire  of  the  gallant  Captain  Mc- 
Pherson. 

November  3d.  The  rear  of  the  armv*  with  the 
Ckneral  more  and  more  sick,  sailed  ror  the  gen- 
eral rendezvous,  where  the  4:bief  part  arrived  in 
the  evening.    The  General  was  carried  oh  shore, 
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and  lodged  in  a  teat,  his  malady  ioereasiog  in 
violence. 

'November  ith.  This  day  was  devoted  to  final 
arrangetnents  for  the  sailing  of  the  flotilla.  Wea- 
ther moderating. 

November  5m,  Charming  da^.  The  flotilla 
got  under  way,  and,  without  accident,  fell  down 
and  landed  early  in  the  night  below  Morrisville. 
The  General,  suspecting  he  would  be  followed  by 
the  enemy,  as  in  the  morning  his  course  had 
been  discovered  by  three  of  their  look-out  gun- 
boats and  a  gig,  and  knowing  that  two  of  their 
armed  schooners  could  jeopard  his  movement, 
gave  orders  for  the  flotilla  to  pass  Prescott,  then 
seven  miles  below  him,  in  the  course  of  the  night. 
But  some  confusion  occurred,  arising  from  the 
novelty  of  the  movement,  and  the  order  was 
countermanded. 

November  Qth,  This  morning  the  health  of 
the  General  appeared  better;  he  ordered  the  flo- 
tilla to  descend  to  a  point  within  three  miles  of 
Prescott ;  and  the  day  bein^  fine,  got  into  his  gig, 
and  proceeded  to  reconnoitre  the  place.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  powder  and  fixed  ammunition  were 
debarked  and  placed  in  carts,  to  be  transported 
by  land,  under  cover  of  the  night,  beyond  the 
enemy's  batteries.  As  soon  as  the  General  re- 
turned, orders  were  issued  for  the  debarcation  of 
every  man  (except  so  many  as  were  necessary  to 
navigate  the  boats)  who  were  directed  to  march, 
under  cover  of  the  night,  to  save  useless  exposure 
to  the  enemy's  cannon,  to  a  bay  two  miles  below 
Prescott;  and  arrangements  were  made,  at  the 
same  time,  for  the  passage  of  the  flotilla  by  that 
place,  the  superintendency  of  which  devolved  on 
Brigadier  General  Brown,  the  general  officer  of 
the  day.  About  eight  o'clock,  P.  M.,  we  had  so 
beavv  a  fog.  that  it  was  believed  we  could  'pass 
the  British  fortress  unobserved,  and  orders  were 
accordingly  given  for  the  armv  to  march  and  the 
flotilla  to  get  under  way.  The  General,  in  his 
gig,  proceeded  ahead,  followed  by  his  passage- 
boat  and  family;  but  a  sudden  change  of  the 
atmosphere  exposed  his  passage-boat  to  the  garri- 
son of  the  enemy,  and  near  fifty  twenty-four 
pound  bhot  were  fired  at  her  without  effect,  while 
the  column  on  land,  discovered  by  the  gleam  of 
their  arms^  were  assailed  with  shot  and  shells, 
without  injury.  General  Brown,  on  hearing  the 
firing,  judiciously  halted  the  flotilla  until  the  moon 
had  set,  when  it  got  in  motion,  but  was  perceived 
by  the  enemy,  who  opened  upon  it,  and  continued 
their  fire,  from  front  to  rear,  for  the  space  of  three 
hours;  and  yet,  out  of  more  than  three  hundred 
boats,  not  one  was  touched,  and  only  one  man 
was  killed,  and  two  were  wounded ;  and  before 
ten  next  morning  the  whole  of  the  flotilla  (except 
two  vessels)  reached  the  place  of  rendezvous. 
About  noon,  this  day.  Colonel  King,  Adjutant 
General  of  the  army  of  General  Hampton,  ar- 
rived, and  waited  on  the  Commander-m-Chief, 
whom  he  informed  that  he  had  been  to  Sackett's 
Harbortfvith  a  despatch  from  General  Hampton 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  5  that  he  had  no  com- 
monication,  written  or  verbal,  from  Major  Gen- 
eral Hampton  to  him  (the  Commander-in-ChieO 


but  that,  not  finding  the  SeercUry  of  War  at 
Sackett's  Harbor,  he  had  thought  proper,  on  his 
return,  to  call  for  any  communication  he  (€kn- 
era!  Wilkiniion)  might  have  to  make  to  General 
Hampton.  The  General  had  intended,  in  the 
course  of  this  day,  to  send  an  express  to  Ckneral 
Hampton,  with  an  order  to  him  to  form  a  junc- 
tion of  his  division  with  the  corpjs  descendiiig 
the  St.  Lawrence,  and  availed  himself  of  the  • 
opportunity  presented  by  Colonel  King,  to  send 
the  order. 

November  7th,  The  General  having  been  ex- 
posed to  the  open  air  all  last  night,  in  consequence 
found  himself  ill.  In  passing  Prescott,  two  of 
our  largest  vessels,  loaded  with  provisions,  artil- 
lery, and  ordnance  stores,  either  through  cow- 
ardice or  treachery,  had  been  run  into  the  river 
near  Ogdensburg,  and  opposite  Prescott.  The 
enemy  kept  up  so  constant  a  cannonade  on  them, 
that  we  found  It  difficult,  and  lost  half  a  day,  to 
get  them  out.  We  perceived  the  militia  in  arms 
at  Johnson,  directly  opposite  us,  and  several 
pieces  of  field  artillery  in  motion.  Understand- 
mg  that  the  coast  below  was  lined  with  potts  of 
musketry  and  artillery  at  every  narrow  pass  of 
the  river,  Colonel  Macomb  was  detached,  about 
one  o'clock,  with  the  elite  corps,  of  about  one 
thousand  two  hundred  men,  to  remove  these  ob- 
structions, and  the  General  got  under  way  about 
half-past  three  o'clock.  Four  or  five  miles  below 
we  entered  the  first  rapids  of  the  river,  and,  soon 
after  passing  them,  two  pieces  of  light  artillerr, 
which  had  not  been  observed  by  Col.  Macoml), 
opened  a  sharp  fire  upon  the  General's  passage- 
boat,  but  without  any  further  eflfect  than  cutting 
away  some  of  the  rigging.  Lieut.  Col.  Eustis, 
with  a  part  of  our  light  gun  barges,  came  within 
shot  of  the  pieces  of  the  enemy,  and  a  cakinonade 
ensuedj  without  injury  on  either  side.  In  the 
mean  time  Major  Forsyth,  who  was  in  the  rear  of 
the  elite  of  Colonel  Macomb,  landed  his  riflemen, 
advanced  upon  the  enemy's  guns,  and  had  his  fire 
drawn  by  a  couple  of  videttes,  posted  in  his  route, 
on  which  their  pieces  were  precipitately  carried 
off.  The  General  came  to  at  dusk,  about  six 
miles  below  the  town  of  Hamilton,  where  he  re- 
ceived a  report  from  Colonel  Macomb,  who  had 
routed  a  party  at  a  block-house,  about  two  miles 
below,  and  captured  an  officer. 

November  Sth.  This  morning  the  flotilla  fell 
down  to  a  contraction  of  the  river,  at  a  point 
called  the  "  White  House,^'  where  the  dragoons 
were  assembled  to  be  crossed.  Brigadier^Gene- 
ral  Brown  was  ordered  this  morning  to  reiaQ>rce 
Colonel  Macomb  with  his  brigade,  and  to  take 
the  command  ;  and  the  whole  day  and  following 
niffht  were  devoted  to  transport! ng-the  dragoons. 
About  noon  this  day  we  received  advice  that  two 
armed  schooners,  and  a  body  of  the  enemy  in 
batteaux,  estimated  at  one  thousand  or  fiileen  hutt- 
dred  men,  had  descended  the  river  from  King- 
ston, and  landed  at  Prescott ;  that  they  had 
immediately  sent  a  flag  across  the  river  to  Og^ 
densburg,  and  demanded  the  delivery  of  all  poS- 
lic  property  there,  under  penalty  of  burning  the 
town.    Not  long  after,  information  was  reeeired 
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that  the  enemy  had  re^mbarked  at  Prescott  in 
their  batteaux,  and  were  following  us  with  teven 
go  n  boats. 

November  9th,  This  morning,  very  early,  the 
enemy  menaced  our  rear,  and  a  slight  skirmish 
took  place  between  our  riflemen  and  a  party  of 
their  militia  and  Indians,  in  which  we  had  one 
man  killed,  and  the  enemy  were  driven  back. 
,  The  cavalry,  with  four  pieces  of  li^ht  artillery, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Mcl^herson,  were 
attache4  to  the  command  of  Brigadier  General 
Brown,,  and  he  was  ordered  to  march  to  clear 
the  coast  below  us  as  far  as  a  point  near  the  head 
of  the  Longue  Saut.  The  rapidity  of  the  current 
obliged  us  to  halt  the  flotilla  several  hours,  to 
enable  General  Brown  to  make  good  his  march 
in  time  to  cover  our  movement.  During  this 
period  the  enemy  frequently  threatened  our  rear, 
but  never  indicated  an  intention  to  make  a  seri- 
ous attack.  About  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  the  flo- 
tilla got  under  wav,  and  came  to,  about  five 
o'clock,  at  the  Yellow  House,  having  floated 
nearly  eleven  miles  in  two  hours,  where  we  en- 
camped for  the  night. 

November  10th.  This  morning  the  following 
order  was  issued : 

^Morning  Oeneral  Orders, 

"Headquarters,  Tuttlb'b  Bay, 
November  10.  1813. 

^*  General  Brown  will  prosecute  his  march  with 
the  troops  yesterday  under  his  command,  except- 
ing two  pieces  of  artillery  and  the  second  dra- 
ffONODf,  who,  with  all  the  well  men  of  the  other 
brigades,  except  a  sufficient  number  to  navi^te 
the  boats,  are  to  march  under  the  orders  of  Briga- 
dier General  Boyd.  This  precaution  is  enjoined 
by  regard  to  the  safety  of  the  men  in  passing  the 
Longue  Saut ;  and  as  this  rapid  is  long  and  dan- 
gerous, the  General  earnestly  requests  the  com* 
manding  officers  of  regiments  and  corps  to  exam- 
ine the  boats,  and  see  them  properly  fitted,  in 
order  to  avoid  accidents  as  much  as  possible. 
Brigadier  General  Boyd  will  take  the  necessary 
precaution  to  prevent  the  enemy,  who  hangs  on 
our  rear,  from  making  an  advantageous  attack, 
and,  if  attacked,  is  to  turn  about  and  beat  them. 
The  boats  are  to  resume  the  station  assigned 
them  in  the  original  order  respecting  the  flotilla, 
and  for  this  the  commanding  officers  of  regiments 
and  brigades  will  be  held  responsible.  The  move- 
ment of  vesterday  was  a  reproach  to  the  service. 
The  flotilla  will  come  to  to-day  at  Barn  hart's,  near 
Crab  Island,  and  two  guns  from  the  front  will  be 
the  signal  (or  landing.  In  case  of  an  attack  in 
force  beyond  all  expectation,  the  corps  under 
Brigadier  Generals  Boyd  and  Brown  are  to  co- 
operate with  each  other,  promptly  and  with  de- 
cision. The  General  officer  of  the  day  will  strict- 
ly attend  and  see  that  the  flotilla  puts  off*  and 
moves  in  the  prescribed  order,  and  will  arrest  any 
officer  who  presumes  to  deviate  therefrom." 

Brigadier  General  Brown  marched,  and  about 
noon  was  engaged  by  a  party  of  the  enemy  near 
a  block-house  on  the  Saut,  erected  to  harass  our 
flotilla  in  its  descent.    About  the  same  time  the 


enemy  were  observed  to  be  advancing  on  our 
rear,  and  their  galley  and  gunboats  hove  in  sight, 
approached  our  flotilla,  then  at  shore,  and  began 
to  cannonade  it.  The  slender  structure  of  our 
gun  barges  made  it  impossible  for  them  to  resist 
the  long  twenty-fbur  pounder  of  the  enemy's 
galley;  this  obliged  the  General  to  order  two 
eighteen  pounders  to  be  run  on  shore  and  formed 
in  battery,  a  single  shot  from  which  gave  such  an 
alarm  to  the  enemy's  vessels,  that  they  retired  up 
the  river,  accompanied  by  their  troops.  But  these 
slight  operations  so  far  wasted  the  day,  that  our 
pilots  were  afraid  to  enter  the  Saut  (a  continued 
rapid  of  eight  miles)  with  the  flotilla;  we,  there;* 
fore,  fell  down  within  two  or  three  miles  of  the 
head  of  it,  and  came  to  for  the  night.  By  this 
time  the  General  had  become  so  extremely  ill  as 
to  be  unable,  to  sit  up,  and  was  confined  to  his 
bed  in  a  small  berth  under  the  quarter  deck  of 
his  passage  boat. 

November  llth.  Having  heard  the  firing  of 
the  cannon  yesterday  between  General  Brown 
and  the  enemy,  being  still  unapprized  of  the  re- 
sult, it  became  necessary  that  we  should  hear 
from  him  before  we  committed  ourselves  to  the 
Saut,  which  allows  no  retreat,  no  turning  to  the 
right  or  left,  but  where  the  impetuosity  of  the 
current  impels.  About  ten  or  eleven  o'clock,  A. 
M.,  the  Cfommander-in-Chief  received  advice 
from  General  Brown  that  he  had  forced  the  en- 
emy to  retire  before  him,  and  had  arrived  near 
the  foot  of  the  Saut.  Orders  were  immediately 
given  for  the  flotilla  to  prepare  to  sail,  and  for 
General  Boyd  and  his  command  to  commence 
their  march,  when  some  firing  took  place  from 
the  gunboats,  and  a  report  was  brought  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief  that  the  enemy  was  ad- 
vancing in  column;  on  this  he  ordered  General 
Boyd  to  attack  them,  and  the  flotilla  was  directed 
not  to  leave  the  shore.  But  the  report  was  soon 
after  contradicted.  A  variety  of  reports  respect- 
ing their  movements  and  counter  movements 
were,  after  this,  successively  brought  to  the  Gen- 
eral, which  impressed  him  with  the  conviction 
that  the  enemy  had  determined  to  attack  his  rear, 
as  soon  as  the  flotilla  should  put  ofi'and  the  troops 
commence  their  march.  He  resolved  to  antici- 
pate them;  he,  therefore,  sent  Colonel  Swift,  of 
the  engineers,  with  instructions  to  Brigadier  Gfen* 
eral  Boyd,  who  had  been  directed  by  the  order  of 
the  preceding  day  to  take  command  of  the  de- 
tachment on  shore,  to  form  that  detachment  into 
three  columns,  to  advance  upon  the  enemy,  to 
endeavor  to  outflank  them,  and  to  take  their  artil- 
lery. Soon  after  this  the  action  commenced,  and 
for  the  numbers  engaged  was  extremely  warm  and 
bloody  for  upwards  of  two  hours,  during  which 
time,  in  open  space  and  fair  combat,  the  raw  un- 
disciplined troops  of  the  United  States  braved, 
and  frequently  drove,  the  best  troops  of  the  Brit- 
ish army.  Descriptions  of  battles  have  become 
too  subservient  to  the  gratification  of  personal 
vanity,  and  the  acquisition  of  popular  applause  ; 
yet  every  man  who  has  taken  part  m  a  great  action 
must  know  that  there  is  nothing  more  difficult . 
than  to  do  justice  to  the  merits  of  a  battle  in  al& 
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its  parts,  where  it  is  hard  to  find  two  officers,  un- 
less fiffhting  side  by  side,  who  agree  in  opinion 
as  to  the  propriety  of  measares  and  the  conduct 
of  men.  The  fortunes  of  this  day  were  various; 
sometimes  one  line,  sometimes  the  other,  giring 
way.  Unfortunately,  during  theshiftings  of  the  ac- 
tion, by  the  death  of  Lieut.  Smith,  a  young  officer 
of  tne  highest  promise,  the  enemy  got  possession 
of  a  field-piece,  the  only  trophy  they  obtained. 
It  is  difficult  to  speak  of  the  precise  numbers  en- 
gaged on  either  side,  because  the  detachment 
under  General  Boyd  consisted  of  an  indefinite 
number  of  his  own,  Covington's,  and  Swartwout's 
brigades,  ordered  from  on  board  the  boats  to 
lighten  them,  and  save  the  hazard  of  the  men's 
lives  in  descending  the  Saot.  Neither  Coving- 
ton nor  Swartwout  were  obliged  to  take  pajrt  in 
the  action  with  this  detachment;  yet  they  both 
entered  the  field,  taking  commknd  of  that  part  of 
it  which  belonged  to  their  respective  brigades, 
where  they  exhibited  the  same  courageous  con- 
duct which  distinguished  General  Boyd  on  the 
field ;  and,  to  the  great  loss  of  the  service,  Briga- 
dier General  Covington  received  a  mortal  wound 
*when  encouraging  and  leading  on  his  detach- 
tdent.  The  numbers  engaged  on  our  side  could 
not  have  exceeded  sixteen  or  seventeea  hundred 
'tnen,  While  those  of  the  fenemy  are  reckoned,  by 
spectators,  at  from  one  to  two  thousand ;  but  it 
is  probable  did  not  exceed  fifteen  hundred,  con- 
sisting, as  we  are  informed,<of  detachments  of  the 
49th,  B4th,  and  104th,  the  voltiguers,  and  Glen- 
garian  regiment. 

With  respect  to  the  courage  displayed  by  our 
officers,  it  would  be  useless  to  enter  into  details, 
since  they  all  manifested  in  their  respective  sta- 
tions equal  intrepidity.  The  names  of  the  mer-* 
itorious  dead  and  wounded  will  be  recorded  in 
another  place.  The  firing  ceased,  by  common 
consent,  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M.;  our  troops 
were  formed  in  battalia  in  front  of  the  enemy, 
who  were  also  in  line,  and  they  separated,  the 
enemy  to  their  camp,  and  we  to  our  boats.  The 
troops  being  much  exhausted,  it  was  considered 
most  convenient  that  they  should  embark,  and 
that  the  dragoons,  with  the  artillery,  should  pro- 
ceed by  ladd.  The  embarcation  took  place  with- 
out the  smallest  molestation  from  the  enemy, 
and  the  flotilla  made  a  harbor  near  the  head  of 
the  Saut,  on  the  opposite  shore.  The  views  of 
the  American  and  critisli  commanders  were,  on 
this  occasion,  precisely  opposed.  The  first  being 
bound  by  the  instructions  of  his  Government,  and 
the  most  solemn  obligations  of  duty,  to  precipi- 
tate his  descent  of  the  St.  Lawrence  by  every 
practicable  means,  and  the  last  by  duties  equally 
imperious  to  retard,  and,  if  possible,  to  prevent 
such  descent.  If,  then,  he  found  himself  victo- 
rious on  this  day,  it  was  certainly  in  his  power 
to  have  efiected  the  one  or  the  other  object ;  and 
as  he  made  no  attempt  to  efibct  either,  it  follows, 
incontestably,  that  he  had  no  fair  ground  on 
which  to  claim  a  victory. 

November  12th.  The  flotilla  sailed  early  this 
morning,  and  passed  down  the  Saut  without  dis* 
covering  either  the  boau  or  troops  of  the  ^n- 


emy,  and  arrived,  in  the  course  of  the  foreBooo. 
at  Barn  hart's,  where  the  commanding  General 
received  a  letter  from  Major  General  Hampton, 
by  the  hands  of  Colonel  Atkinson,  his  Inspector 
General,  which  blasted  all  his  hopes,  and  destroy- 
ed every  prospect  of  the  campaign.  .  A  council 
of  war  was  called  upon  the  receipt  of  this  commo- 
nication,  which  was  submitted  to  their  considera- 
tion, whereupon  the  council  determined  that  the 
conduct  of  ^ajor  General  Hampton,  jn  refusing 
to  join  his  division  to  the  troops  descending  the 
St.  Lawrence  to  carryr  an  attack  against  Mon- 
treal, rendered  it  expedient  to  leave  the  led  bank 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  to  remove  the  troops  to 
French  Mills,  on  Salmon  river;  and  the  thir- 
teenth of  November  this  recommendation  wis 
accordingljr  carried  into  effect,  ample  time  hav- 
ing been  given  to  the  enemy  to  have  tried  a  sec- 
ond action,  if  they  had  dared  to  run  the  hazard. 


Extract  of  a  lettter  firom  Mi^or  Qen«ral  WiUdfiMB  te 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

FuNCH  Mills,  Mm.  17, 181S. 
**  Af^er  what  has  passed  between  tis.  ycm  can 
perhaps  conceive  my  amazement  and  cnagrm  at 
the  conduct  of  Major  General  Hampton.  The 
same  was  in  view,  and,  had  he  performed  the 
Junction  directed,  would  have  been  ours  in  eight 
or  ten  days.  But  he  chose  to  recede,  in  order  to 
co-operate,  and  my  dawning  hopes,  and  the  hopes 
and  honor  of  the  army,  were  blasted." 


Extract  fnmi  the  General  Ovder  of  Gemal  WSUmm^ 
of  November  IS. 

"The  troops  are  to  embark  Ivithoot  4o9t  of 
time,  yet  are  not  to  be  hurried  in  leaving  the  Ca- 
nadian shore,  from  liehence  the  Commaadef^- 
Chief  is  compelled  to  retire  by  the  extntordioarf, 
unexampled,  and,  it  appears,  unwarrantable  eoli- 
duet  of  Major  General  Hampton,  in  rvfnsmg  to 
join  this  army  with  a  division  of  four  thonatttd 
men,  under  his  command,  ^agreeably  to  potithe 
orders  from  the  Commaaaer^in-Chief,  anj.  —  fce 
has  been  assured  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  of 
explicit  instructions  from  the  War  Department. 

"  Thus  deprived  of  a  large  portion  of  his  pro- 
mised force,  the  Commander-in-Chief  feels  mm- 
self  bound,  by  a  sense  of  regard  to  this  merito- 
rious corps,  and  of  sacred  duty  to  the  Unlod 
States,  to  spare  the  lives  of  brave  men,  and  not 
to  hazard  the  character  or  interest  of  the  natien 
by  an  unequal  conflict.  He,  with  lively  regret, 
and  the  deepest  mortification,  suspends  the  at- 
tack on  Montreal;  but  he  assures  the  army  that 
it  is  not  abandoned." 


Colonel  Pardy's  report  to  Major  General  WHklnMn, 

of  the  action  at  Chateaogay,  dec,  trimamitted  fty 

the  General  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  arrived  at  Cumberland  Head  September  16th, 

1813,  and  on  the  18th  took  (Command  of  the  4th 

regiment  of  infantry,  stationed  at  that  place. 

The  army,  consisting  of  about  four  thonsiind 

men,  was  composed  principally  of  recmfts  trho 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


241? 


AJ»f$«fl>W, 


^m 


Fctiktee  rfihe  Nor^kern  Arwuf. 


hail  been  but  a  short  time  in  serTioe,  aod  llad  Qot 
bran ex0Toi8ed  with  that  rigid  discipline  soessen- 
tMj  necessary  to  constitute  the  soldier.  Tbey 
had^  indeed,  been  tanght  various  evolutions,  but 
a  spirit  of  subordination  was  foreign  to  their 
views.  On  the  19th,  orders  were  issued  for  the 
whole  army,  except  a  squadron  of  horse  and  the 
artillery,  to  embark  in  baUeauz.  The  army  got 
under  way,  preceded  by  the  light  corf>%  and 
flanked  on  the  right  by  the  navy,  anc^  arrived  at 
Chaxy  at  12  o'clock  at  night,  lay  on  their  arms, 
embarked  aaain  soon  after  sunrise  the  next  morn- 
ingj  proceeded  down  the  lake  as  far  as  Cham^ 
nlain,  and  ap  Champlain  river  the  distance  of 
loor  miles,  where  we  landed,  and  immediatelv 
marehed  to  OdUtown.  The  light  corps,  which 
preceded  the  other  troops  some  hours,  surprised 
and  defeated  a  guard  of  the  eaeray  at  that  place. 
We  remained  at  Odletown  until  the  middle  of 
the  next  day,  dmring  which  time  a  want  of  b^b- 
tem  in  the  management  of  the  army  was  readily 
dieeovered  by  every  military  man,  that  led  to  ap- 
prelwaaioBs  for  the  safety  of  the  troops,  should 
the  enemy  oppose  with  any  considerable  force. 
The  army  returned  to  Champlain  the  21st,  to 
Chazy  the  22d,  and  the  day  following  commenced 
the  rotite  to  Chateangay.  The  whole  of  this 
march,  a  distance  of  more  than  seventy  miles, 
was  very  disagreeable ;  the  oflicers  were  not  per* 
mitaed  to  take  with  them  the  necessaries,  much 
less  the  conveniences  of  life,  and  were  compelled 
to  abandon  clothing  and  other  things  essentially 
necessary  to  preserve  the  body  in  health.  We 
forebore  complaint,  endured  every  privation,  pre- 
iomio^  the  oommanding  officer  had  sufficient 
reaspQs  for  his  conduct,  and  concluding  it  was 
pro  bono  jnMieo.  The  scene  has  passed,  and 
time  sufficient  has  elapsed  to  have  discovered 
these  reasons,  had  tbey  existed;  none  have  been 
foetid^  on  the  ^ een trary^  cireomsiances  have  de- 
monstrated that  it  was  a  useless  and  unnecessary 
sacrifice  of  both  public  and  private  property. 
The  army  remained  at  Chateaugay  twenty-six 
dayS)  aad  on  the  21st  October  commenced  an  ex- 
cnrsioo  iota  the  enemy's  country.  The  first  brig-' 
ade  followed  the  course  of  the  Chateaugay  river 
to  Spear's,  the  distance  of  eighteen  miles  and 
upward. and  th«re  met  the  second  brigade,  which 
had  takten  a  nearer  and  more  convenient  route. 
The  march  was  verv  fatiguing,  equalled  only  by 
anotber  that  soon  followed.  Credit  is  due  to  both 
the  officers  and  soldiers  for  their  orderly  conduct, 
patience,  and  perseverance,  in  surmounting  the 
mcredible  ol>stac)es  the  enemy  threw  in  their 
way.  On  the  25th,  a  difficult  and  very  fatiguing 
expedition  was  planned,  and  the  execution  of  it 
assijpaed  to  the  first  brigade,  which  had  been  for 
some  time  previous,  and  still  remained,  under  my 
comaiaBd.  The  design  was  to  cut  off  the  retreat 
of  a  body  of  the  enemy,  supposed  to  be  en- 
camped on  the  banks  it  the  Chateaugay.  six 
miles  distant.  With  this  intention  the  first  brig- 
ade was  ordered  to  cross  the  river  at  night,  march 
silently  down,  and  recross  at  a  ford  two  miles 
below  the  enemy,  and  attack  them  in  rear,  giving 
a  preconcerted  signal,  while  the  8eeon4  brigade 


moved  down  the  road,  in  front.  We  commenced 
the  march  at  sundown,  and  by  sunrise  the  next 
morning  bad  gained  only  six  miles.  Here  we 
were  discovered  by  the  enemy,  and  fired  on  from 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  During  that  night 
we  were  repeatedly  misled  by  the  guides,  wha 
knew  nothing  of  the  country,  having  never  been 
that  way,  and  at  (he  time  we  were  attacked,  they 
had  led  us  into  a  thick  cedar  growth  or  swamp 
on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  immediately  ofH' 
posite  the  enemy's  position,  and  knew  not  how 
to  extricate  ns.'  Incredible  as  it.  may  appear. 
General  Hampton  intrusted  nearly  one-half  of 
his  armv.  and  those  his  best  troops,  to  the  gui- 
dance of  men,  each  of  whom  repeatedly  assured 
him  that  they  were  not  acquainted  with  the 
country,  and  were  net  competent  to  direct  such 
an  expedition.  At  the  same  time  General  Hamp- 
ton tdd  me  he  had  a  man  by  the  name  of  Smith, 
who  had  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  country,  ana 
whom  he  promised  to  send  me,  but  which  he  ne- 

S'ected  to  da  The  defeat  of  the  expedition  was 
e  consequence  of  this  neglect  or  the  Major 
General.  About  two  o'clock,  while  receiving  an 
order  from  Colonel  King,  Adjutant  General,  tijpon  - 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  to  march  back  tour 
miles,  and  then  ford  the  river  and  join  the  2d 
brigade,  the  enemy  made  a  furious  attack  on  the 
column  by  a  great  discharge  of  musketry,  ac- 
companied by  the  yells  of  the  savages.  Unfor- 
tunately the  word  *' retreat"  was  heard,  which, 
for  a  short  time,  spread  confusion  among  the  sev- 
eral corps.  A  sufficient  number,  however,  re* 
mained  nrm^nd  the  enemy  was  aeon  compelled 
to  retire.  Towards  sundown  I  sent  Greneral 
Hampton  a  request  that  a  regiment  might  be  or^* 
dered  down  to  cover  my  landing  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river ;  but  judge  my  surprise,  on  re- 
ceiving intellig^ence  that  he  had  retreated  with 
(he  second  brigade  nearly  three  loiles.  Thus 
was  1  deserted,  without  the  smallest  guard  to 
cover  my  landing.  To  what  cause  shall  it  be 
attributed,  that  ,ttie  General  ordered  a  retreat, 
and  that,  too,  at  the  moment  when  the  presence 
of  the  second  brigade  was  required,  or  could  be 
useful,  as  soon  afterwards  he  declared  "  he  should 
be  willing  to  compound  with  the  first  brigade  for 
five  hundred  men."  The  wounded  had  previ- 
ously been  conveyed  across  on  raft^,  which  made 
a  removal  of  my  brigade  absolutely  necessary  for 
their  protection.  An  attempt  was  accordingly 
made,  and  a  floating  bridge  soon  constructed  of 
old  logs,  found  on  the  margin  of  the  river.  The 
enemy  discovering  eur  disposition,  commenced  a 
firing  from  the  opposite  side,  and  killed  several 
whife  crossing.  Major  SnelHng,  with  about  one 
hundred  men,  effected  a  landing,  and  joined  the 
main  body.  The  remainder  of  my  force,  ex- 
hausted by  the  excessive  exertions  or  the  preced- 
ing night,  and  weary  with  the  fatigues  of  the 
dav,  not  having  had  a  moment  either  for  rest  or 
re(re8hment,  were  compelled  to  endure  the  priva- 
tion of  sleep  another  night.  We  retired  two  or 
three  miles  and  took  a  position.  At  about  12 
o'clock  the  enemy  came  up  and  made  an  attack 
upon  us,  but  were  soon  routed.    The  men  at  this 
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time  were  formed,  and  Ifin^^oo  the  ground 'they 
were  to  occupy  in  case  of  an  attacK,  and  were 
ordered  to,  and  did  immediately  rise,  seize  their 
arms,  and  remain  under  them  the  residue  of  the 
nifht.  An  excessively  heary  rain  prerented  the 
firing  both  of  the  enemy  and  ourselves,  except 
occasionally  a  single  gun  from  the  former.  Our 
troops  were  ordered  not  to  fire,  but,  in  case  of  a 
repetition  of  attack,  to  charge  bayoneu ;  thl^  was 
accordingly  done.  The  enemy  charged  several 
times,  and  as  often  were  put  to  flight.  It  is  ob- 
servable in  this  place,  that,  so  greatly  were  the 
men  overpowered  by  fatigue,  though  in  a  situation 
every  way  dangerous,  and  in  which  they  had 
every  reason  to  believe  they  should  be  sallied 
upon  by  the  enemy  every  moment,  many  were 
unable  to  conquer  their  disposition  to  sleep,  and 
it  was  not  in  the  power  or  the  officers  to  keep 
them  awake.  It  was  on  the  morning  of  this  last 
attack  that  the  General  expressed  his  apprehen- 
sions for  the  first  brigade,  and  made  tife  declara- 
tion above  quoted.  The  next  morning  we  crossed 
the  river,  and  joined  General  Hampton;  on  the 
28ih  the  army  retreated  four  miles,  and  on  the 
30th  and  31st  marched  back  to  Chateaugay. 
The  troops,  at  the  time  of  the  attack,  were  not 
in  a  situation  to  endure  further  fatigue;  and  it  is 
an  indubitable  fact,  that  many  of  them  were  so 
debilitated  they  were  unable  to  proceed  with  the 
brigade  on  its  march  from  the  place  uf  its  last 
attack,  and  actually  did  not  reach  the  main  body 
until  the  day  after  the  brigade  had  joined  if,  and 
some  not  even  until  the  army  had  reached  the 
Pour  Corners  of  Chateaugay. 

Never,  to  my  knowledge,  during  our  march 
into  Canada,  and  while  we  remained  at  the  Four 
Corners,  a  term  of  twenty-six  days,  did  General 
Hampton  ever  send  off  a  scouting  or  reconnoit- 
ing  party,  (except  in  one  or  two  cases  at  Spear's, 
in  danada,  when  he  detached  a  few  dragoons  for 
this  duty,)  nor  did  he,  from  the  time  we  com- 
menced our  march  from  Cumberland  Head,  to 
our  arrival  at  Platteburg,  ever  order  a  front,  flank, 
or  rear  guard  to  be  kept  up,  though  a  great  part 
of  the  time  we  were  in  situations  which  evidently 
required  it.  True  it  is,  these  guards  were  occa- 
sionally sent  out,  not  however  by  his  order,  but 
by  the  orders  of  the  officers  commanding  brigades. 

By  a  general  order,  dated  Chateaugay,  Novem- 
ber 5,  the  General  says  he  has  paid  the  first  at- 
tention to  the  sick,  and  has  granted  them  indul* 
gences«  which  created  murmurings  on  the  part  of 
some  officers  at  their  posts.  It  is  only  necessary 
here  to  observe,  that  every  officer  ol  the  army 
can  testify  that  the  sick  were  very  much  ne- 
glected as  far  as  regards  comfortable  quarters  and 
transportation,  and  that  they  were  strewed  along 
the  roads  through  which  we  marched  without 
care  or  attendance;  and  it  is  presumable  that 
many  have  died  in  consequence  of  this  who 
might  have  been  saved  to  themselves  if  not  to 
the  service.  The  General,  indeed,  at  the  time 
this  order  was  issued,  which  was  after  our  return 
to  the  Four  Corners,  did  order  transportation  for 
the  sick  to  Burlington,  but  this  is  the  only  in- 
stance to  my  knowledge. 


The  Conraltssary's  Department  is  worthy  of 
notice.  My  order  for  provision  was  Dot  rafii- 
cient;  nor  could  I  obtain  any  but  by  special 
license  of  General  Hampton.  The  Comraissarv 
of  Issues  has  been  constantly  in  the  habit  of  sell- 
ing the  livers,  du;.,  of  the  beeves  to  officers ;  and 
though  I  represented  this  to  General  Hampton  as 
unusual  and  improper,  he  refused  to  take  any 
other  notice  of  it  than  saying,  *^the  Commissary 
is  accountable  for  all  parts  of  the  beef,  ereo  to  a 
pound  or  ounce  of  tallow;"  nor  did  he  take  aoy 
notice  of  another  piece  of  misconduct  of  Ibe 
Commissary,  that  of  acting  in  the  capacity  of 
sutler,  but  sanctioned  it  by  purchasing  of  him. 

The  common  practices  with  General  Hamp- 
ton of  arresting  officers  and  releasing  them  with* 
out  their  consent ;  of  releasing  arrested  officers 
without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  officers 
by  whom  they  were  arrested  (the  case  of  Lieu- 
tenant Morris  of  the  33d  regiment,  who  was  ar- 
rested by  me  on  the  charge  of  cowardice  and  mi»> 
conduct  before  the  enemy  on  the  136th  October, 
1813,  the  time  of  the  skirmish  with  the  enemy 
at  Ormstown,  or  Chateaugay  river,  being  as  in- 
stance;) of  refusing  to  arrest  officers  whom  I 
reported  to  him  as  having  deserted  their  dosu  im 
time  of  action ;  of  dailv  issuing  orders  ana  coun- 
termanding them,  ana  of  interfering  in  an  im- 
proper manner  with  the  subordinate  commands 
of  the  army,  as  a  reference  to  the  orders  issued 
by  him  will  show,  mark  very  strongly  the  eapri- 
ciousness  of  his  conduct  and  the  total  want  of 
steadiness  in  his  intentions. 

SuchUias  been  the  General's  condoct  on  some 
occasions,  that  I  hiive,  in  common  with  other 
officers,  been  induced  to  believe  that  he  was  un- 
der the  influence  of  a  too  free  use  of  spirituous 
liquors. 

I  must,  in  justice  to  General  Hampton,  say, 
that  the  expedition  he  planned,  and  whtch  I  have 
called  "  difficult  and  fatiguing,"  did,  at  the  time 
it  was  suggested  to  me  by  him,  meet  my  fall  ap- 
probation, and  that  I  have  since  seen  no  reason 
for  changing  my  opinion  of  its  practieabtJiry  or 
lAefulness ;  but  I  must  also  say  that  it  required 
competent  guides ;  and  these  (as  I  said  before) 
he  promised  to  furnish  me,  but  did  not. 
ROBERT  PURDY, 

Cohnd  Uh  htfmOry. 

A  true  copy.      R.  H.  McPHERSON, 

Captain  onci  Secretary. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretsiy  of  War  to  Mi^or 
General  Wilkinson. 

Albany,  November  18, 1813. 

"  My  last  advices  from  yovi  are  of  the  3d  iasu 
Report  fays  that  the  garrisons  of  Kingston  and 
Prescott  hftve  found  means  to  overtake  voor  reai^ 
to  bring  it  to  action,  to  handle  it  roughly,  and  to 
compel  it  to  retreat  to  the  main  body.  .  To  this  I 
give  no  credit ; 

"  1st.  Because,  moving  with  the.  celerity  neces- 
sary to  your  objects,  it  is  highly  improbable  that 
they  could  by  any  exertion  have  been  nble  io 
overtake  you ;  and 
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"2d.  BecAOse  it  is  quite  iticrftdible  that,  find- 
ing in  your  rear  a  heavy  corps  capable  of  dis- 
turbing the  main  action  of  the  campaign,  you 
should  not  have  taken  effectual  measures  to  beat 
and  destroy  it.  If  1,600  men  were  not  sufficient 
for  this  purpose,  6,000  were  so;  and  the  garrisons 
of  Kingston  and  Prescott  destroyed  (though  we 
failed  of  getting  to  Montreal)  the  upper  province 
was  won." 


Bxtract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Wilkinson  to 
'    the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Fbench  Mills,  Nov,  24, 1813. 

"J  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
the  15th  instant  from  Albany,  and  hope  my  de- 
spatches have  reached  you  wbicJi  left  this  on 
the  17ih. 

^With  respect  to  the  unfortunate  issue  of  the 
campaign,  I  disclaim  the  shadow  of  blame,  be- 
cause 1  know  I  have  done  my  duty,  and  more 
than  my  duty,  and  so  do  those  with  whom  I  have 
acted.  To  General  Bampton^s  outrage  of  every 
prineiple  of  eubordination  and  discijHine  may  lie 
ascribed  the  failure  of  the  expedition;  and  that  I 
have  not  yet  arrested  him  must  be  attributed  to 
my  respect  for  you,  and  my  desire  that  the  arrest 
should  proceed  from  the  highest  authority;  for 
if  this  act  be  suffered  to  pass  unnoticed  and  un- 

Jonished,  it  will  establish  a  precedent  to  justify 
jsobedience  and  subvert  those  obligations  of 
blind  obedience  on  which  the  efficiency  of  mili- 
tary institutions  exclusively  depend. 

*(A.fter  our  losses  by  deaths,  desertions,  and  dis- 
charges, since  we  left  Sackett's  Harbor,  I  think 
we  shall  not  be  able  to  show  you  more  than  six 
thousand  men  at  this  point,  exclusive  of  the  dra- 
ffooDs,  who  have  been  ordered  to  Greenbush  and 
Pittsfield,  for  convenience  and  economy." 


War  Department,  Nov.  25, 1813. 

Sir  :  It  is  recommended  to  you  to  consolidate 
your  infantry  and  artillery  into  complete  regi- 
men ts,  or  as  nearly  so  as  possible,  for  the  Win- 
ter, retaining  a  full  complement  of  your  most 
efficient  officers  to  command  them,  and  detach- 
ing all  surplus  officers  immediately  on  the  re- 
cruiting service,  and  to  the  several  districts  indi- 
cated by  the  rules  and  reguktiens.  This  regulation 
should  extend  to  Oeneral  Hampton's  division. 

An  immediate  inquiry  into  the  terms  of  enlist- 
ment of  the  men  composioff  your  army  should  be 
instituted,  and  endeavors  should  be  made  to  re- 
enlist  all  those  whose  terms  of  service  are  about 
ezpjriDg. 

The  roost  severe  attention  to  discipline  must 
be  begun,  and  the  slightest  departures  from  it, 
whether  in  officer  or  soldier,  noticed  and  pun- 
ished. Clerks  to  the  several  companies  must  be 
appointed,  and  companv  books  kept,  showing  ev- 
erything received  by  tne  soldier,  and  charging 
him  therewith.  If,  on  the  next,  or  any  future 
inspection,  it  be  found  that  any  article  of  his 
clothing,  or  of  his  arms,  has  been  K>st  or  sold,  the 
article  is  to  be  supplied,  and  the  price  ded'ueted 


from  his  wages.    With  regard  to  clothing  and 
arms,  there  have  been  the  most  shocking  abuses-. 

Confidential  reports  are  provided  by  the  rules, 
and  must  be  made  agreeably  thereto.  The  in- 
spector who  neglects  or  refuses  to  perform  this 
duty  shall  be  dismissed  the  service. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  % 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Major  General  Wilkinson. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Major  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

HEADaUARTERS,  MaLONE, 

Military  District  No,  9,  Dec.  6, 1813. 

^Tour  three  letters  of  the  25th  ultimo  came  to 
hand  on  the  30th ;  and  I  am  happy  to  find  that  I 
had  anticipated  the  views  communicated  in  those 
letters,  as  fares  respects  the  security  of  our  flanks 
and  centre.  When  I  ordered  Major  Gen.  Hamp- 
ton to  reinforce  the  post  of  the  Four  Corners,  it 
was  under  the  impression  that  Cumberland  Head 
was  guarded }  but  the  moment  I  was  undeceived, 
and  apprized  of  the  exposed  situation  of  our  de- 
pot at  Plattsburg,  the  order  was  countermanded, 
as  you  have  seen  from  the  documents  which  I 
have  transmited  you*  You  must  also  have  per- 
ceived, from  those  documents,  that  I  was  not  in- 
sensible of  the  \importance  of  condensing  our 
force,  and  that  I  had  made  a  proposition  respect- 
ing quarters  preparatory  to  such  event.'' 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong. 


Abstract  from  the  report  of  the  Adjutant  General  of 
General  Wilkinson  s  army,  showing  the  whole  num- 
ber of  non-commissioned  officers^  musicians,  and 
artificers,  of  the  several  regiments  and  corps,  on  De- 
cember 1, 1813. 

Liffht  artillery  472 

2a  regiment  artillery        .        .        •        «  in 

3d         do.  .      do.     -       -       -        .       -  676 

5tb  regiment  infantry       ....  495 

6th        do.        do. 549 

Uth       do.  .     do.     -       -       .       .       .  461 

12th       do.       do,     -       -       -       .       -  600 

13th       do.        do. 691 

14th       do«        do. 296 

15th       do.       do.     -----  648 

20th       do.        do. 336 

21st        do.        do. 841 

22d         do.        do. 466 

26th        do.        do. 678 

Riflemen 263 

Total       -       -       -       -       -       -8,143 

Adj.  and  Insp.  Qbm'b  Office, 

January  27. 1814. 
A.  Y.  NICOLL,  Insp.  Gen. 

NoTB. — ^The  two  regiments  of  light  dragoons,  which 
had  made  part  of  Gen.  Wilkioson's  force  in  descend- 
ing the  St.  Lawrence,  are  not  included  in  this  retom ; 
these  corps  having  been  detached  to  Utiea. 
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EMmciol  a  UiU&t  fimn  M^or  Gooenl  WiUunioii  to 
th«  8ocr«tazj  of  W«rj  dated 

Malorb,  X^eerviAer  8, 1813. 
The  uoaFoidable  delay  of  the  express  (as  do 
rdiaDce  cao  be  plaeed  in  the  mail  from  this  place) 
enables  me  to  send  yoa  the  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Qeneral  Izard,  dated  the  6th  instant,  which  exhib- 
its additional^expositions  of  the  perDicious  and 
QDwarrantabk  condnct  of  Major  General  Hamp- 
ton. I  will  not  charge  this  fUiin  with  traitorous 
designs,  but  I  apprehend,  in  any  other  Qovern- 
nueot,  a  miittary  officer  who  first  defeated  the 
object  of  a  campaign  by  dts^bedienec  of  orders, 
and  then,  without  authority,  furioughed  all  the 
efficient  officers  of  the  division  he  commanded  on 
a  national  frontier,  ib  the  vicinity  of  an  enemy, 
wofitd  ioeur  heavy  penalties. 


Extract  of  a  letter  firom  Brigadier  Gaaaral  lyaid  to 
Mayor  General  Wilkinson^  dated 

PLATT/iBUHa,  Dec  6, 1813. 
There  iata  unavoidable  delay  in  the  returaaof 
thft  regimentii  of  thie  divinon,  proceeding  fh)m 
the  extreme  inexperience  of  the  officers  of  all 
gradesy  now  wuk  then.  Almost  every  efficient 
officer  is  either  sick  or  was  furioughed  by  Major 
Gkntral  Hampton,  at  the  moment  of  his  own  de- 
parture. Those  that  remain,  are  barely  enough 
to  perform  the  routine  of  duty  in  this  oantonment. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Migor  General  Wilkinson  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Malone,  December  24, 1813. 
I  believe  I  have  not  hitherto  transmitted  to  you 
a  copy  of  a  communication  which  took  place  be- 
tween Commodore  Chaoncey  and  myself,  the 
day  before  I  sailed  from  French  Creek;  and  I  do 
it  now  to  show  you  what  were  my  anticipations 
of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  left  behind  me, 
and  how  delusive  were  all  the  promises  made  to 
me  that  my  rear  should  be  protected. 


French  Creek.  Not.  4, 1813. 

Dear  Sir:  I  was  so  ill  yesterday  I  could  not 
call  to  see  you,  and  1  now  send  up  to  say  that  I 
shall  sail  this  evening ;  and  if  I  am  not  obstructed 
by  the  enemy's  armed  vessels,  which  may  have 
slipped  down  the  other  channel,  i  shall  pass  Prea- 
cott  to-morrow  ni^ht,  or  land  the  next  morning 
to  take  the  place,  if  I  cannot  pass  it  without  too 
great  hazard.  As  this  operation  may  require 
three  or  four  daya,  it  is  not  improbable  the  ene^ 
my'a  squadron  may  make  some  attempts  to  de- 
stroy my  boaUj  and  therefore  I  must  entreat  you 
to  watch  his  every  motion,  and  to  give  my  flotilla 
every  protection  in  your  power. 

We  are  a  match  for  the  gunboats  of  the  enemy, 
but  inferior  to  armed  schooners :  and,  therefore, 
could  you  consistently  spare  us  the  Pert,  or  some 
armed  vessel,  to  run  down  to  the  vicinity  of  0^- 
densburg,  and  immediately  return,  it  would  ^di 
security  to  our  movements. 

Major  JohABon  will  have  the  honor  to  deliver 


you  thie;  and  I  will  thank  you  for  aipf  inforaaa- 
tion  you  can  give  oM  respecting  the  moTtoncoli 
of  the  enemy. 

I  wish  very  much  to  say  iarewell  to  yoo,  tot 
I  am  sensible  of  the  delicacy  of  your  situation; 
and  my  disease  haying  changed  into  a  violent 
inflammatioA  of  the  breast,  I  dare  not  get  wtt. 
If,  then,  it  is  destined  that  we  are  not  to  naeee 
again,  I  will  leave  with  you  my  prayers  for  long^ 
Ut'e  nnd  laurels  in  this  world,  and  everlasting  hap- 
piness in,  that  which  is  to  come. 

Farewell,  my  friend*  and   may  your  eounirf 
understand  your  skill  and  valor  as  well  as  does 
JAMBS  WILKINSON. 

Commodore  Cbaunoet. 


U.  S.  Ship  General  Pike, 

At  anchor  qlf  East  end  <^  Long  hkatd^ 

River  8U  Lawrence^  Nov.  4, 1813. 

Dear  Sir  r  Your  favor  of  this  dav's  date  baa 
this  moment  been  handed  to  me  by  Major  Join- 
son. 

From  the  best  information  that  I  can  gei,.tlie 
enemy's  fleet  is  at  or  in  the  vicinity  ef  Ki^^ston  ; 
and  I  think  that  you  have  nothing  to  apprehend 
from  them,  as  I  am  in  a  situation  to  watch  both 
channels. 

I  should  deem  it  unsafe  to  separate  any  part  of 
my  squadron  aalonp;  as  the  enemy  remains  above 
me.  In  fact,  I  am  in  hourly  expectation  of  being 
attacked  by  Sir  James,  down  the  aontli  channeL 
In  that  case,  I  shall  require  all  my  force,  as  be 
has  added  a  number  of"  gunboato  to  hia  fleet.  If, 
however,  Sir  James  should  detach  any  part  of  bia 
fleet  down  the  north  channel,  I  will  send  a  suffi- 
cient force  down  to  oppose  him. 

I  will  remain  in  my  present  situation  until  yoa 
pass  Prescott,  but  am  anxious  for  that  event  to 
take  place  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible,  as  the 
fleet  cannot  move  out  of  this  river  except  with  a 
fair  wind.  It  is  to  be  apprehended,  that,  after  a 
few4ays,a  spell  of  westwardly  winds  will  aet  in, 
which  will  detain  us  until  the  ice  makes,  wbiab 
would  endanger  the  safety  of  the  fleet,  and  j»rob- 
ahly  lead  to  its  final  destruction. .  If  it  is  poaaibla 
for  you  to  communicate  to  roe,  in  any  way,  wbea 
you  pasa  Presoott,  I  would  eatnem  it  a»  a  paiiin* 
ular  £avor. 

May  your  present  eoterpriae  be  crownod  with 
all  the  success  that  you  yourself  can  wiab ;  nd 
that  your  eminent  servicea  may  be  duly  afprnti- 
ciaied  by  your  country  is  the  prayer  of,  dear  ati^ 
your  friend  and  humble  servant, 

ISAAC  CHAUNCfiY. 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  Wilkinson, 

Ckynwumder  inrCMef^  ^a 


Correewmdence  between  the  Secretaryof  War  and 
Colonel  Porter  and  General  Mcvlure^  ^c. 

War  DsPARTMBifT,  Fd>.  23, 18ia 

Sir  :  As  the  enemv's  foree  and  defences  on  the 

Canada  side  of  the  Niagara  river  are  understood 

to  be  weak ;  as  your  force  is  respectable,  and  aop- 

posed  to  be  competent  to  a  successful  atiaok  of 
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FaiiUre  of  the  Northern  Army. 


then;  and  the  season  bas  now  farnisbed  yoa 
with  »  bridge,  as  well  for  retreat  as  for  advance ; 
it  is  thought  advisable  that  jrou  do  not  permit  cir- 
cmnstances  so  favorable  to  escape,  without  mak- 
ing a  stroke  on  such  points  of  the  enemy's  lioe 
as  may  be  most  within  your  reach.  If,  after  feel- 
ing the  enemy  at  Fort  Brie,  you  should  find  your« 
self  able  to  extend  your  attack  to  Fort  George,  it 
will  be  desirable;  but  of  this  you  can  judge  best 
after  your  first  experiment.  To  an  old  soldier, 
like  yourself,  it  is  unnecessary  to  go  more  into 
detail.  Tou  know  what  you  ought  to  do,  and 
you  will  do  it.  Communicate  this  letter  to  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Boerstler,  and  accept  the  assuran- 
ces of  my  respect  and  ftood  wishes. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
CoL  PoRTBR,  lAgJU  ArHUen/j 

Comrnanding  on  Niagara  River. 


*Bxtraetof  a  letter  ftom  M^jor  Geaeral  Dearborn  to  the 
Secretaiy  of  War,  dated 

Albany,  March  25, 1813. 
Colonel  Porter  informs  me  that  he  had  com- 
menced the  necessary  preparations  for  an  attack 
on  Fort  Erie,  but  the  desertion  of  a  ser|feant  pre- 
vented his  carrying  his  intended  attack  into  oper- 
ation. Two  officers,  with  six  men,  pursued  the 
sergeant  so  far  as  to  be  surrounded  on  the  ice, 
and  were  made  prisoners.  Fort  Erie  was  imme- 
diately reinforced,  and  he  had  given  over  any 
immediate  movement. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Scott  (third  Artillery  Regiment) 
to  Major  General  Wilkinson. 

Fort  Georqb,  Monday^  7  P.  M, 
October  11, 1813. 

Sir  :  Within  the  last  five  minutes  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  receive  your  despatch  by  the  Lady 
of  the  Lake. 

The  enemy  has  treated  me  with  neglect.  He 
coDlinued  in  his  old  positions  until  Saturday  last, 
(the  9tb,)  when  he  took  up  his  retreat  on  Bur- 
lington heights,  and  has  abandoned  this  whole 
pminaala.  Two  causes  are  assigned  for  this  pre- 
oipitate  movement:  the  succor  of  Proctor,  who 
is  reported  to  have  been  entirely  defeated,  if  not 
taken ;  the  other,  the  safety  of  BLingston,  endan- 
gered by  your  movement. 

We  have  had  from  the  enemy  many  deserters, 
oaost  of  whom  concur  in  the  latter  suf^Kisition. 

The  British  burnt  everything  in  store  in  this 
neighborhood — three  thousand  blankets,  many 
hundred  stand  of  arms;  also  the  blankets  in  the 
men's  packs,  and  every  article  of  clothing  not  in 
actual  use. 

They  are  supposed  to  have  reached  Burlington 
heights  last  evening,  from  the  rate  of  their  march 
the  night  before.  I  have  information  of  their 
hariojg  passed  ^^the  40,"  by  several  inhabitants 
who  have  come  down.  They  add  to  what  was 
stated  by  the  deserters,  that  two  officers  of  the 
forty-first  had  joined  General  Vincent  from  Proc- 
tor's armv,  with  the  information  that  Proctor  was 
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defeated  eighteen  miles  this  side  of  Maiden.    I 
cannot  get  particulars. 

From  the  same  sources  of  intelligence,  it  appears 
that  the  49th,  a  part  of  the  lOOih,  and  the  volti- 
geurs,  moved  from  our  neighborhood  the  day 
after  our  flotilla  left  this,  (the  3d  instant,)  but  with 
what  destination  is  not  certainly  known. 

It  was  first  reported — I  mean  in  the  British 
camp — that  these  regiments  bad  marched  to  sup- 
port Proctor,  who,  it  is  said,  wrote  that  be  would 
be  compellea  to  surrender  if  not  supported. 

I  am  pretty  sure^ however,  that  they  are  gone 
below.  The  movement  of  our  army  below  seems 
to  have  been  known  in  the  British  lines  as  early 
as  the  3d  instant,  together  with  the  immediate 
objects  in  view ;  hence,  I  have  no  difficulty  in 
concluding  that  all  the  movemento  of  the  enemy 
will  concentrate  at  Kingston. 

Chapin,  who  has  been  commissioned  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel,  marohed  late  last  evening  up  the 
lake,  with  about  one  hundred  volunteers  under 
his  command,  and  was  followed  this  morning  by 
Gknerals  McClure  and  Porter,  with  about  one 
thousand  men,  Indians  and  militia  included. 
There  is  no  danger  of  their  coming  up  with  the 
enem^r*  or  they  would  be  in  great  danger  of  a  total 
annihilation. 

Vincent  took  hence  with  him  about  a  thousand 
or  eleven  hundred  regulars.  Many  of  the  mili- 
tia left  this  with  the  avowed  desi^  of  plunder; 
but  I  fear,  from  reports,  that  the  British  nave  left 
the  miserable  inhabitants  without  anything  to  be 
ravished.  I  expect  General  McClure  back  to- 
morrow evening,  as  he  only  took  with  him  sup- 
plies for  two  days.  He  will  probably  go  as  far 
as  "the 20." 

On  the  8th,  Chapin  went  out  with  a  small  partT 
and  attacked  one  of  the  enemy's  pickets,  whica 
brought  on  a  skirmish,  in  which  manv  of  Colo- 
nel Swift's  regiment  participated.  Alter  a  great' 
waste  of  ammunition,  the  parties  retired  to  their 
respective  camps  with  little  loss  on  either  ^de. 
We  made  and  lost  a  prisoner ;  had  two  Indiana 
killed,  and  two  other  men  wounded.  We  hear 
the  enemy  had  five  men  wounded. 

]  had  this  morning  made  an  arrangement,  on 
application  of  General  McClure,  to  be  relieved  in 
the  command  of  this  post  on  the  morning  of  the 
13th  instant,  with  an  intention  of  taking  up  my 
line  of  march  for  Sackett's  Harbor,  according  to 
the  discretion  allowed  me  in  the  instructions  I 
had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you  at  this  place. 
My  situation  has  become  triuy  insupportable, 
without  the  possibility  of  an  attack  at  this  post, 
and  without  the  possibility  of  reaching  you  time 
enough  to  share  in  the  glorv  of  impending  opera- 
tions below.  I  am,  nevertheless,  flattered  with 
the  assurance  that  transport  will  be  forwarded 
for  my  removal  \  and,  to  favor  that  intention,  I 
propose  uking  up  my  line  of  march  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  13th,  for  the  mouth  of  the  Gknesee 
river,  and  there  await  the  arrival  of  the  vessels 
you  are  good  enough  to  promise  me.  By  this 
movement.  Captain  Mix  thinks  with  me  that  I 
shall  hasten  my  arrival  at  Sackett's  Harbor  ^ve, 
possibly  ten  days.    Captain  Camp  has  a  sufficient 
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nminbtr  of  wtgoos  to  take  mt  thither.  I  em 
easily  make  that  place  by  the  evening  of  the  15th. 
I  hope  I  shall  have  your  approbation,  and  every- 
thiog  is  arranged  with  BrigiRdier  McClnre. 

Knowing  your  wishes  respecting  the  invalids 
or  sabjects  for  discharge,  and  fearing  that  water 
transport  miffht  not  be  had  till  the  season  was  too 
fkr  advanced  for  their  removal,  I  have  ventured 
to  send  Ldcutenant  Archer  (paymaster  of  the 
aOth,  who  was  left  here  without  orders)  on  com- 
mand to  Greenbush,  with  one  hundred  men  of 
this  description.  It  was  a  measure  approved  of 
by  Captain  Mann,  and  I  hope  not  contrarv  to  your 
wisheti  and  intentions.  Doctor  Hugo,  Surgeon's 
Bftite  of  the  14th,  (also  left  here  without  orders) 
accompanied  the  detachment.  The  Quarter- 
master's department  furnished  eight  wagons,  on 
my  requisition. 

The  sick  list  of  the  garrison  is  much  reduced 
siace  your  departure,  (I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
my  report  of  this  morning,)  and  Doctor  Maan  has 
dischalrged  many  patients  from  his  hospital;  I 
also  eaclose  you  his  last  report.  Those  marked 
"  subjects  for  discharge."  are  part  of  the  number 
sent  off  from  Gbeenbush. 

Doctor  Mann  and  Doctor  Camp  have  conclu- 
ded to  remove  the  general  hospital  to  ^'  the  Eleven 
lAile  Creek,"  near  Buffalo,  the  barracks  at  which 
place  will  be  sufficient  for  the  reception  of  the 
whole  of  the  sick,  with  some  trifling  repairs. 

Prom  the  morning  report,  enclosed,  you  will 
find  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four  the  "  total," 
ibc,  present  of  the  regulars  ot  this  garrison,  ia- 
oluding  ofllcers.  dbc.  Transport  will  be  necessary 
for  about  eight  hundred  and  fifty  persons.  I  wish 
also  to  take  with  me  four  iron  6'8,  one  5^  inch 
howitzer,  and  two  caissons,  the  whole  on  field 
carriages.  This  train  will  form  no  impediment 
in  my  march  to  the  mouth  of  Gknesee  river,  as 
I  have  horses  belonging  to  the  regiment  sufficient 
€0  draw  it.  If  it  meet  your  approbation,  I  can 
aead  the  horses  thence  to  Sackett's  Harbor  by 
la&d. 

I  have,  by  workinjpf  almost  ni^ht  and  day,  great- 
ly improved  the  defences  of  this  post,  and  nearly 
filled  op  the  idea  of  the  engineer.  I  flatter  my- 
self that  I  have  also  improved  the  garrison  in 
discipline. 

I  most  apologise  for  the  haste  in  which  this  is 
written,  hot  Captain  Mix  proposes  to  sail  imme- 
diately, and  I  fear  to  detain  him  a  moment.  I 
think  I  shall  certainly  be  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Qenesee  by  the  15th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest 
respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  SCOTT,  CoL  ammanding. 

Maj.  Gen.  Wilkinsou,  Ckmrnanding,  fc. 

Extract  of  a  a  letter  from  Colonel  Winfield  Scott  to 
the  Secretaiy  of  War,  dated 
Qbohobtown,  (Col.)  Dec,  31, 1813. 
^  At  your  desire,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  report : 

"I  left  Fort  George  on  the  ISih  of  October  last, 
by  order  of  Major  General  Wilkinson,  with  the 


whole  of  the  r^oiar  troops  of  that  carviaoo,  mod 
was  relieved  bv  Brigadier  General  McClurO)  with 
a  body  of  the.  New  rork  detached  militia. 

"Fort  George,  as  a  field  work,  might  Im  eoft- 
sidered  as  complete  at  that  period.  It  was  gmr- 
nished  with  ten  pieces  of  artillery,  (which  nomber 
might  easily  have  been  increased  from  the  spara 
ordnance  of  the  opposite  fort)  with  an  ample 
supply  of  fixed  ammunition,  dbc,  as  the  enclosed 
receipt  for  these  articles  will  exhibit. 

^*  Fort  Niagara,  on  the  14th  October,  was  under 
the  immediate  command  of  Captain  Leonard, 
first  artillery,  who,  besides  his  own  company,  had 
Captain  Read's,  of  the  same  regiment,  together 
with  such  of  Brigadier  General  McClore^s  brig- 
ade  as  had  refused  to  cross  the  river.  Lieutenant 
Colonels  Fleming,  Bloom,  and  Dobbtns,  of  the 
militia,  had  successively  been  in  the  command  of 
this  fort,  by  order  of  the  Brigadier  Gkneral.  bat 
1 4hink  neither  of  them  was  present  at  the  above 
period.  Major  General  Willeinson,  in  bis  order 
to  me  for  the  removal  of  the  regular  troops 
on  that  frontier,  excepted  the  two  companies  of 
the  first  artillery  then  at  Fort  Niagara.  Aod, 
under  the  supposition  that  I  should  meet  water 
transport  for  my  detachment  at  the  month  of  the 
Genesee  river,  I  had  his  orders  to  take  with  me 
the  whole  of  the  convalescents  left  in  the  different 
hospitals  by  the  regiments  which  had  accom- 
panied him.  This  order  I  complied  with.'^ 
NoTX— ^By  the  airangements  of  the  War  Department, 
Brigadier  General  Porter  of  the  United  States'  Aza^, 
was  designated  for  command  on  the  Niagara  froatisr, 
and  particnlarly  for  that  of  Port  George.  In  the  latter 
trust,  General  Wilkinson  substituted  for  him  Colosiel 
Scot^  of  the  third  regiment  of  artillery,  with  proTisamal 
orders  to  join  the  army  at  Sackett's  Harbor. 

War  Opfics,  Feb.  8, 18ia 
Ordered,  That  Captain  Leonard,  (first  regi« 
ment  of  artillery)  be  arrested,  and  his  place  be 
supplied  by  Captain  Armistead,  of  the  same  regi- 
ment. JOHN  ARMSTRONG; 
Adj.  Gen.  Cushing. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Adyataat  General  Thoaaas  H. 

Cnshiag  to  Captain  George  K.  Annislsad,  dated  tit 

this  Oflke,  February  9, 181S. 

*^  Yon  will  please  to  proceed  to  Niagara,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  relieve  Capuin  Nathaa* 
iel  Leonard  in  the  command  of  the  companf  of 
artillerists  now  at  that  post ;  which  company  b 
to  be  returned  and  mustered  in  your  name,  from 
and  after  the  day  on  which  you  receive  the  com* 
mand  of  it ;  and  Capuin  Lieooard  will  be  in- 
structed to  deliver  the  said  company  to  you,  with 
books,  papers,  clothing,  and  everything  appertain- 
ing to  It. 

**  You  will  csll  on  Major  General  Dearbora  at 
Albany,  and  receive  his  orders." 

Aoj.  AND  Inspector  Gen's  Ofpicb, 
WoBhington,  Jan.  22,- 1814. 
The  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  orig;inal  as 
recorded  in  this  office. 

J.  B.  WALBACH,  Ac^'.  C/en. 
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Bxtract  ot  i  letter  ^m  Adjotnt  Genial  Thomat  H. 

Gttthing  ta  M^r  Genertl  Henij  'Denbcm,  dated 

at  this  offiea^  Febniarj  8, 1813. 

**  The  coBdnct  of  Captain  Leonard  at  Niaie^ara 
has  been  represented  in  a  yerjr  unfavorable  light 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  has  instructed  me 
to  send  Captain  Georee  Armistead  to  relierehim 
in  the  command  of  tlie  company  at  that  post ; 
and  I  have  instructed  Captain  Armistead  to  pro- 
ceed on  his  journey  immediately,  and  to  wait  on 
you  for  any  instructions  you  may  think  proper  to 
give.  Captain  Leonard  must  not  eiercise  com- 
mand until  his  conduct  has  been  inquired  into." 

Adj't  and  Inspbotoh  Gen's  Office, 
Washington,  Jan,  22, 1814. 
The  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original  as 
recorded  in  this  office. 

J.  B.  WALBACH,  Adj.  Gen. 

BxtrMt  of  a  letter  to  t^  Secretary  of  War  from  Mi^r 
George  Armistead. 
Port  MoHENttr,  Janucary  19, 1814. 
^  Captain  Leonard  was  not  arrested  or  brought 
to  trial  during  my  stay  on  the  frontier;  nor  was 
he  ever  instructed,  to  my  knowledge,  to  give  me 
the  command  of  his  company." 

War  Departmbnt,  October  4, 1813. 
Sir  :  Understanding  that  the  defence  of  the 
pott  committed  to  your  charge  may  render  it 
proper  to  destroy  the  town  of  Newark,  you  are 
hereby  directed  to  apprize  its  inhabitants  of  this 
eircQinstance.  and  to  invite  them  to  remove  them- 
selves and  their  effects  to  some  plaee  of  greater 
safety.    I  am,  &c. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 
Brig.  Qen.  McClurb, 

or  offker  coming  Fort  Chorge,  U.  C. 

General  Harrison's  orders  to  General  McGlore. 

HBAm|ITAJITBR8,  NbWARK, 

Notfember  15, 1818. 

Dear  Sir  :  Beiuff  ordered  to  return  to  the  west* 
ward|  you  will  be  {leased  to  resume  the  comma n4 
which  you  received  previous  to  my  arrived  at 
this  place. 

The  orders  whicli  you  heretofore  have  received 
will  govern  you.  It  will  be  necessary  that  you 
kieep  s  vigilant  eye  over  the  disaflfected  part  of 
the  inhabitants ;  and  I  recommend  that  you  make 
um  of  the  zeal,  activity,  and  local  knowledge, 
which  Colonel  Wilcocks  certainly  possesses,  to 
eouuteraet  the  machinations  of  our  enemy,  and 
insure  the  confidence  of  our  friends  amongst  the 
inhabitants.  It  will,  however,  I  am  persuaded, 
be  your  wish,  as  it  is  your  duty,  to  guard  the  latter 
is  much  as  possible  from  oppression. 

The  volunteers  which  were  lately  called  out, 
will  be  retained  as  long  as  you  consider  their  ser- 
vices necessary ;  the  draughted  militia,  until  fur- 
ther orders  are  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

There  oaa  be  little  doubt  of  its  being  the 


intention  of  the  enemy  to  send  the  greater  pan 
of  the  troops  which  they  have  at  Burlington  ami 
York  to  Kingston,  and  to  make  York  the  right 
of  their  line.  They  may,  however,  have  a  small 
command  at  Burlington,  and  those  may  be  so  se- 
curely posted  as  to  render  them  safe  from  any 
desultory  expedition  you  may  set  on  foot;  but  it 
is  desirable  to  have  any  supplies  which  they  may 
have  collected  in  the  neighborhood  destroyed'; 
and  should  the  success  below  be  not  such  aa  to 
promise  possession  of  the  whole  of  the  upper  prov- 
ince, may  be  destroyed. 

Captains  Leonard  and  Reed,  or  either  of  th4m. 
are  appointed  to  muster  your  troops  when  ana 
where  you  think  proper. 

In  closing  this  communication,  I  should  not  do 
justice  to  mv  feeUogs,  if  I  wefe  not  toackao^rl- 
edge  the  zeal  and  talents  with  which  you  have 
managed  your  command.  Your  conduct  appears 
to  me  to  have  been  extremely  judicious  and  pro- 
per throughout,  and  your  troops  exhibit  a  state 
of  improvement  and  subordination  which  it  at 
once  honorable  to  your  officers  and  themselves* 

I  am,  very  sincerely,  your  friend  and  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  HARRISON. 

Brig.  Qen.  Gborob  MoCldrb. 


Fort  Gborob,  Nov.  10, 18ia. 

Dbar  Sir  :  Major  Gtoeral  Harrison  embarked 
with  his  troops  yesterday,  on  board  the  ^et  des^ 
tined  for  Sacbett's  Harbor,  leaving  the  command 
once  more  in  my  hands.  Owing  to  continued 
opposing  winds,  the  fleet  has  not  yet  gotten  ott 
of  sight. 

A  correspondence  which  took  place  between 
the  General  and  myself,  copies  of  which  are  here- 
with sent,  will  at  once  explain  to  you  my  viMt 
and  feelings  relative  to  the  operations  proposed 
to  have  b^n  effected  on  this  frontier.  I  am  cofr> 
ttdent  that  the  expressions  of  regret  made  by  Gkn* 
eral  Harrison  are  equalljr  sincere  with  mine, 
thougli  we  both  acquiesce  in  the  necessity  whick 
dictated  his  abandonment  of  the  projected  exp^ 
dition  against  Burlington. 

About  four  hundred  volunteers  hav^  repaired 
to  this  post  under  my  late  call,  made  in  eoimrm- 
ity  with  General  Harrison's  wishes  and  request. 
A  few  are  still  coming  in.  I  shall  take  care  that 
they  shall  not  be  unemployed.  I  am  this  moment 
sendingout  a  detachmentof  two  hundred  mounted 
volunteers,  with  directions  to  penetrate  the  en* 
emy's  lines  as  far  aa  practicaUe  with  safety.  la 
the  meantime,  I  am  making  preparations  for  mov- 
ing in  force  against  them,  unless  the  intelligenee 
expected  from  this  excursion  should  be  such  as 
to  make  it  improper. 

Accounts  of  the  enemy's  force  still  vary  much. 
A  deserter  came  in  to-day,  who  represents  their 
force  to  be  one  thousand  ave  hundred  regulars, 
and  eight  hundred  Indians,  at  Burlington  and 
Stoney  creek.    The  former  I  think  is  magnified. 

It  is  impossible  to  form  a  correct  opinion  of 
their  intended  movements.  At  one  time  they 
appear  to  be  sending  down  their  stores  and  di- 
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Uebments  of  troops  to  York.  At  this  time,  it  is 
said  thef  are  reinforciDg,  fortifying,  and  buildiDg 
barracks. 

The  term  of  service  of  my  troops  will  expire 
on  the  9th  December.  It  can  hardly  be  expected 
that  many  will  willingly  continue  in  service  a 
longer  time.  Your  Excellency  will  at  once  see 
the  necessity  of  prompt  arrangements  beinff  made 
to  supply  their  place,  if  it  be  contemplated  to  re- 
tain this  garrison. 

I  enclose  herein  my  late  address,  made  under 
the  sanction  of  General  Harrison. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  your  Excellency's  obe- 
dient humble  servant. 

GEORGE  McCLURE, 
Brigadier  GeneraL 

His  Ex'cy  J.  Armstrono,  Se^ry  of  War. 


Fort  Georob,  November  15, 1813. 

Dbar  Sir:  The' subject  of  our  conversation 
this  morning  hpLS  occupied  my  most  serious  reflec- 
tions. The  deadly  blow  heretofore  given  to  the 
patriotism  of  our  citizens  on  this  frontier  has 
prepared  them  for  murmurs  and  complaints ;  those 
who  are  not  on  their  march  have  left  their  homes 
and  their  business  under  great  sacrifices,  with 
the  moral  certainty  of  being  brought  into  action. 

The  last  address  which  I  issued  under  your  direc- 
tions, and  which,  I  am  happy  to  find,  has  met  your 
approbation,  gives  them  reason  for  indulgipg  the 
expectation  of  service,  and  they  are  anxious  to 
drive  the  enemy  from  their  borders  Tore ver.  The 
high  character  of  General  Harrison,  combined 
with  these  circumstances,  has  excited  strong  in- 
terest in  the  public  mind  relative  to  our  operations. 

In  this  peculiar  situation  of  affaira^  I  feel  it  to 
be  due  to  the  gallant  volunteers  and  militia,  who 
are  assembled  and  collecting,  and  to  my  own 
reputation,  most  respectfully  to  solicit,  that,  if 
it  is  not  incompatible  with  your  instructions  and 
your  better  judgment,  you  will  not  abandon  our 
projected  expedition  against  Burlington  heights; 
such  is  the  anxious  wish  of  the  militia, and  1  have 
BO  doubt  the  soldiers  under  your  command  are 
equally,  if  not  more,  desirous  of  the  employment. 

My  anxiety  on  the  subject  I  trust  will  excuse 
the  appearance  of  any  disrespect,  in  making  this 
communication,  which  is  certainlv  far  from  my 
feelings.  My  confidence  in  the  valor,  ability,  aad 
prudence,  of  General  Harrison,  will  dispose  me 
most  cheerfully  to  submit  to  any  arrangements 
he  may  be  bound  to  make,  however  great  may 
be  my  disappointment  in  their  result. 

J  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  utmost  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  McCLURE. 

Major  General  Harrison. 

HEADaUARTERS,  NewARK, 

November  15, 1813. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  letter  to  me  of  this  morning 

has  been  received.     I  feel  most  severely  the 

weight  of  the  reasons  which  you  urge  for  the 

prosecution  of  the  intended  expedition  to  Burling- 


ton. The  disappointment,  however,  to  the  brave 
and  patriotic4aien,  who  have  turned  out  under  the 
expectation  of  serving  their  country  effectually 
in  the  field,  at  this  inclement  season,  is  the  most 
painful  eircumstance  attending  it,  as  I  am  well 
convinced,  from  the  information  received  this 
morning  and  last  evening,  that  the  enemy  are  re- 
moving as  fast  as  possible  from  the  head  of  the 
lake  to  Kingston,  which  has  been  left  with  a  very 
small  part  of  the  force  that  was  lately  there;  and 
it  is  more  than  probable  that,  should  we  advance 
in  force,  the  enemy  having  now  none  btit  effee^ 
tive  men  at  Burlington,  would  destroy  the  stores 
which  they  have  remaining  there,  and  retreat  too 
rapidly  to  be  overtaken.  There  are  considerations^ 
however,  which  would  make  it  extremely  desir- 
able to  make  an  expedition  of  force  in  that  quarter, 
but  the  orders  I  have  received  from  the  Secretary 
of  War  leave  me  no  alternative. 

Commodore  Chauncey  is  extremely  pressing 
that  the  troops  should  iounediately  embark,  de* 
daring  that  the  navigation,  at  this  season,  to  small 
vessels,  is  very  dangerous.    The  force  at  Saek- 

ett's  Harbor  is .    The  troops  at  York  are  all 

hastening  down  to  Kingston. 

Sackett's  Harbor  may  be  endangered  by  even 
a  delay  of  a  few  days;  and  should  the  troops  that 
are  here  not  get  down  before  the  lake  is  frozen, 
our  fleet  may  be  destroved  for  the  want  of  their  aid. 
I  cannot,  therefore,  take  upon  myself  the  respon- 
sibility of  delaying  their  going  down,  even  a  day. 
Will  you  be  so  ^ood,  at  a  proper  time,  as  to  ex- 

Klain  the  above  circumstances  to  the  patriots  who 
i(i  their  homes  with  the  intention  of  assisting  me 
to  drive  the  enemy  far  from  our  borders,  and  as- 
sure them  that  I  shall  ever  recollect,  with  t^ 
warmest  gratitude,  the  partiality  they  have  been 
pleased  to  expfess  for  me,  and  their  preference  of 
serving  under  my  command. 

I  will  direct  payment  to  be  made  to  the  volun- 
teers for  rations  and  forage  in  coming  out. 

Accept  my  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  hap- 
piness, and  believe  me,  sincerely,  your  friend, 
WM.  HENRY  HARRISON. 
General  McClure. 


Ex  tract  of  a  letter  from  Brigadier  Genersl  McClnre,  ta 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated. 

Fort  Georqb,  Nov.  21, 1813. 

*'My  mounted  men  have  returned  from  the 
head  of  the  lake,  having  progressed  within  sight 
of  the  enemy's  picketo  at  Stoney  creek.  Colonel 
Wilcocks,  who  commanded^  reports  that,  from 
the  best  information  he  could  collect  the  enemy ^ 
force  consists  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred 
regulars,  and  nine  hundred  Indian  warriors.  They 
have  discharged  their  teams,  and;  apparently,  in* 
tend  wintering  there  and  at  Burlington. 

**  It  would  be  very  desirable  to  dislodge  theo 
from  their  position,  but  I  fear  my  force  is  in- 
sufficient for  that  object.  At  this  inclement  sea- 
son it  might  be  att€|pded  with  serious  consequences 
to  attempt  anything  more  than  desultory  excur- 
sions. The  volunteers  who  have  lately  come  kk 
must,  however,  be  actively  employ^,  or  thejr 
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will  retarn  to  their  homes.  The  draughted  mil- 
itia OQ  this  side  the  Niagara  are,  perhaps,  equal 
to  any  troops  in  the  United  States.  I  regret  that 
their  terms  of  serrice  will  expire  so  soon.  Per- 
mit me  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  offering  a 
small  hounty  to  such  of  them  as  will  volunteer 
to  serve  a  longer  time  after  their  present  term  of 
service  expires ;  say  for  one  or  two  months,  or 
until  other  troops  can  he  sent  on  to  supply  their 
places. 

"  Should  I  move  with  my  troops  towards  the 
head  of  the  lake,  the  greatest  advantage  I  can 
promise  myself  will  be  to  destroy  some  contiguous 
mills,  and  to  bring  off  a  quantity  of  flour,  which 
is  becoming  scarce  with  us.'' 

Albany,  November  25, 1813. 

Sir  :  Tour  letter  of  the  17th  instant  has  been 
recetred,  and  I  hasten  to  inform  you  that  a  requi- 
sition for  one  thousand  militia,  to  take  the  places 
of  those  now  with  you,  has  been  made,  and  will 
be  complied  with  as  promptly  as  possible  by  the 
Governor. 

You  say  nothing  of  the  volunteer  corps  which 
General  Porter  engaged  to  raise,  and  which  was 
loDg  since  authorized  by  me.  if,  in  this  effort, 
he  has  failed,  what  are  you  to  expect  from  militia 
draughts,  with  their  constitutional  scruples?  On 
the  other  hand,  should  he  have  succeeded,  and 
should  General  Harrison's  opinion  of  the  inten- 
tions and  movements  of  the  enemy  be  well 
founded,  your  force  will  be  competent  to  some- 
what more  than  defence. 

The  General  was  not  under  orders  to  quit  the 
Niagara  frontier  at  any  particular  time.  His 
moTement,  in  this  respect,  was  matter  of  arrange- 
ment with  Commodore  Chauncey,  and  this  was 
necessarily  subject  to  considerations  arising  from 
weather  and  season. 

In  the  application  of  your  present  force,  and  in 
the  means  you  take  to  enlarge  and  continue  it 
throughout  the  Winter,  you  will  be  guided  by  the 
orders  received  from  the  commanding  General,  at 
the  time  be  left  you,  and  by  such  others  as  he  may 
giTe  to  you  hereafter. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
Tant,  JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Brigadier  General  MoCLuaB. 


President  to  give  a  bounty  to  such  militia  as  will 
remain  in  service  after  their  time  expires,  still,  as  it 
would  render  your  force  more  efficient  than  a 
new  draught,  (even  if  the  men  could  be  obtained,) 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  that  you 
adopt  such  further  measures  as  will  insure  the 
protection  of  Fort  Georse  and  the  Niagara  fron- 
tier, until  other  means  of  defence  can  be  provided. 
"  For  this  purpose  the  Paymasters  servicte  with 
your  troops,  may  be  required  to  make  such  pay* 
ments  or  advances  as  you  shall  think  proper  to 
order." 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Parker,  Chief  Clerk  of 

the  War  Department,  to  General  McClure,  dated 
War  Office,  November  27, 1813. 

''In  the  absence  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I 
have  had  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  President 
^rour  letters  of  the  19th  and  21st  instant,  with  their 
enclosures.  The  measures  which  you  have  adop- 
ted to  increase  your  command  on  the  Niagara 
itontier  are  approved  by  the  President. 

^  Should  the  men,  whose  term  of  service  ex- 
pires in  December,  withdraw  from  the  frontier, 
there  can  be  no  impropriety  jn  continuing  the 
officers  who  compose  the  court  martial,  until  they 
discbarffe  that  duty. 

^  AltaoQgh  there  is  no  law  authorizing  the 


Extract  of  a  letter  firom  Brigadier  General  McClniey 
(New  York  militia)  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 
Niagara,  December  10, 1813. 

"  This  day  found  Fort  George  left  to  be  de- 
fended by  only  sixty  effective  regular  troops, 
under  Captains  Rodgers  and  Hampton,  of  the 
24th  regiment  of  United  States'  infantry,  and 
probably  forty  volunteers.  Within  the  last  three 
days  the  term  of  service  of  the  militia  has  been 
expiring,  and  th^  have  re-crossed  the  river  al- 
most to  a  man.  Foreseeing  the  defenceless  situ- 
ation in  which  the  fort  was  left,  I  had  authorized 
some  of  my  most  active  subalterns  to  raise  Volun- 
teer companies  for  two  months,  and  offered  a 
bounty,  in  addition  to  the  month's  pay.  It  is  with 
regret  I  have  to  say  that  this  expedient  failed  of 
producing  the  desired  effect.  A  very  inconsider- 
able number  indeed  were  willing  to  engage  for 
a  further  term  of  service,  on  any  conditions. 

"  From  the  most  indubitable  information,  I  learn 
that  the  enemy  are  advancing  in  force.  This 
day  a  scouting  party  of  Colonel  Wilcocks's  vol- 
unteers came  in  contact  with  their  advance  at 
Twelve  Mile  creek,  lost  four  prisoners  and  one 
killed ;  one  of  the  former  they  gave  up  to  the  sav- 
ages. This  movement  determined  me  in  calling 
a  council  of  the  principal  regular  and  militia 
officers  left  at  Fort  George  this  morning.  They 
all  accorded  in  opinion  that  the  fort  was  not  ten- 
able with  the  remnant  of  force  left  in  it.  L  in 
consequence,  gave  orders  for  evacuating  the  tort 
since  dusk,  and.  with  but  three  boats,  have  brought 
over  all  the  light  artillery,  and  most  of  the  arms, 
equipage,  ammunition,  d^«  and  shall  doubtless 
have  time  to  dispose  of  the' heavy  cannon  before 
the  enemv  makes  his  appearance.  The  village 
of  Newark  is  now  in  flames;  the  few  remaining 
inhabitants  in  it,  having  been  notified  of  our  in- 
tention, were  enabled  to  remove  their  property. 
The  houses  were,  generally,  vacant  long  before. 
This  step  has  not  been  tasen  without  counsel, 
and  is  in  conformity  with  the  views  of  your  Ex- 
cellency, disclosed  to  me  in  a  former  communica- 
tion. 

^'  The  enemy  are  now  completely  shqt  out  from 
any  hopes^r  ineans  of  wintering  in  the  vicinity 
of  Fort  George.  It  is  truly  mortifying  to  me  that 
a  part  of  the  militia  at  least  could  not  have  been 
prevailed  on  to  continue  in  service  for  a  longer 
term ;  but  the  circumstance  of  their  having  to  live 
in  tents  at  this  inclement  season,  added  to  that  of 
the  Paymaster's  coming  on  only  prepared  to  fur* 
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niab  them  with  one, out  of  Ukr«e  monlbs'  pay,  has 
Bad  all  the  had  effects  that  can  be  imagined. 
The  best  aad  most  subordinate  militia  that  have 
yet  been  on  this  frontier,  finding  that  their  wages 
were  not  ready  for  them,  became,  with  some 
meritorious  exceptions,  a  disaffected  and  ungov- 
ernable multitude. 

"jDeoem&crll.— Ihave  this  moment  received 
a  communication  from  the  Governor  of  this  State, 
covering  a  requisition  on  Major  General  Hall  for 
one  thoyiisand  men.  It  is  probable  that  not  more 
than  six  or  seven  hundred  will  rendezvous  on  this 
frontier,  which  will,  in  my  humble  opinion^  be 
not  more  than  competent  to  its  proper  protection, 
as  some  will  have  to  be  stationed  at  Black  Rock, 
Sehlosser.  and  Lewistown. 

«I  haviB  wriuen  to  General  P.  B.  Porter,  de- 
airing  him  to  employ  the  Indians  for  the  protec- 
8|on  of  Buffalo,  until  the  detachment  arrives. 
Our  shipping  is  in  danger.  No  exertion  will  be 
wanting,  within  the  pale  of  our  limited  means, 
to  afford  the  protection  contemplated." 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major  Lee,  of  the 
16th  regiment  of  Infimtry,  Deputy  Paymaster  of  the 
Army  at  Utica. 

Shelpen's  November^  4  1813. 
Sir  :  You  will  immediately  take  measures  to 
pay  off  the  brigade  of  McArthur  (1,300  men)  at 
Fort  Gkorge,  and  the  militia,  volunteers,  and 
Indians,  under  General  McClure.  Send  an  as- 
sistant, without  loss  of  time,  on  this  businees, 
lam.  dtc« 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Bxttidef  a  lelter  from  Brigadier  General  George 
IfcClnre  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

HBAOaUARTERS,  NiAOARA, 

December  13, 1813. 
"  Since  I  last  had  the  honor  of  writing  you  the 
enemy  has  appeared  in  considerable  force  on  the 
opposite  shore ;  but  having  deprived  them  of  a 
anelter,  they  are  marching  up  to  dueenstown, 
and  appear  to  be  fortifying  on  the  heights.  Sev- 
eral hundred  Indians  have  appeared.  I  have  pre- 
Tailed  on  Lieutenant  Colonei  Greaves,  and  about 
one  hundred  of  his  regiment  of  artillerists,  to  re- 
main in  the  service  one  month  longer,  until  the 
detachment  of  militia  which  I  have  ordered  ar- 
rives here.  I  have  directed  the  Colonel,  with 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  to  Lewistown,  to  open  a 
hot  shot  on  ftueenstown,  and  deprive  them  of 
quarters  also.  You  will  observe  from  my  des- 
patch of  yesterday  that  every  building  in  Newark 
18  reduced  to  ashes.  The  enemy  is  much  exas- 
perated, and  will  make  a  descent  on  this  frontier, 
if  possible ;  but  I  shall  watch  them  ^se  with 
mj  handful  of  men,  until  a  reinforceij^nt  of  mil- 
itia and  volunteers  arrive,  when  I  sliali  endeavor 
to  repossess  myself  of  Fort  George,  and  drive 
them  back  to  Burlington.  I  am  not  a  little  ap- 
prehensive that  the  enemy  will  take  advanti^e 
of  the  exposed  situation  of  Buffalo,  and  our  ship- 
ping there.    My  whole  effective  force  on  this  ex* 


tensive  frontier,  including  the  garrison  at  Pait 
Niagara,  does  not  exceed  two  hui^ed  and  nfif 
men.  I  have  sent  an  express  to  Mr.  Gkmnger^ 
the  Indian  Agent,  to  call  out  the  Indians;  an  ex- 
hibition of  two  or  three  hundred  of  them  will 
strike  more  terror  in  the  British  than  one  thou- 
sand militia.  Permit  me  to  observe  to  you,  sir, 
that  it  is  all  important  that  payment  ahoold  be 
made  punctually  to  the  Indians  every  month,  at 
the  expiration  of  the  term  they  may  volunteer  for. 
They  are  a  people  that  cannot  be  made  to  onder- 
stand  the  difElculty  of  having  funds  here  at  all 
times  for  that  purpose.  I  beg  leave  to  mention 
that  Mr.  Granger  has  interested  himself  warmly 
in  support  of  the  Government,  by  his  endeavofs 
to  have  the  Indians  join  us  on  every  occasion, 
and  accoqipanied  me  himself  on  my  late  expe- 
dition to  the  twenty . 

^  This  day  I  start  to  Buflalo.  wkieh  place  I 
shall  make  my  headquarters.  1  will  reinibree 
this  garrison  as  soon  as  possible.  In  the  mean 
time,  nothing  shall  be  wanted  on  my  part  to  pro- 
aaote  the  views  of  the  Government,  and  protect 
the  defenceless  inhabitants  of  this  frontie^.'' 

HsAOaUARTERS,  BuFFALO, 

December  22, 181B. 

Sir  :  I  regret  to  be  under  the  neceasity  of  an- 
nounctng  to  you  the  oMttifying  iatdligeace  ef 
the  loss  of  Fort  Niagara.  On  the  moming  <d  the 
18th  instant,  mbout  four  o'clock,  the  enemy  croawd 
the  river  at  Five  Mile  Meadows,  in  grent  force. 
consisting  of  regulars  and  Indians,  who  inadetheir 
way  undiscovered  to  the  ^rrisoo,  which,  from 
the  most  correct  information  I  can  collect,  waa 
completely  surprised.  Our  men  were  nearly  dl 
asleep  in  their  tents;  the  enemy  rosbed  in  and 
commenced  a  most  horrible  slaughter.  Such  ns 
escaped  the  fury  of  the  first  onsets  retired  to  the 
old  messhouse,  where  they  kept  up  a  destmctive 
fire  on  the  enemy,  until  a  want  of  anuaaniti€Ri 
compelled  them  to  surrender. 

Although  our  force  was  very  inferior,  and  com- 
paratively very  small  indeed,  I  am  ioducad  Mo 
think  that  the  disaster  is  not  attrtbatahie  to  any 
want  of  troops,  but  to  gross  neglect  in  the  com- 
maoding  officer  of  the  fort,  (Captain  Leonacd^ 
in  not  preparing,  being  ready,  and  looking  oat  for 
the  expected  attack. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  correctly  the 
number  of  killed  and  wounded.  About  twenty 
regulars  haV^e  escaped  outof  the  fort — some  badlj 
wonntted.  Lieutenant  Peck,  24th  regiment,  is 
killed,  and  it  is  said  three  others. 

Tou  will  perceive,  sir,  by  the  enclosed  general 
orders,  that  I  apprehended  an  attack,  and  made 
the  necessary  arrangements  to  meet  it,  but  have 
reason  to  believe,  from  information  received  by 
those  who  have  made  their  escape,  that  the  com- 
mandant did  not  in  any  Way  comply  with  those 
orders. 

On  the  same  morning  a  detachment  of  militia, 
under  Major  Beifbet,  stationed  at  Lewistown 
heights^  was  attacked  by  a  party  of  savages ;  hot 
the  Major  apid  his  little  corps,  by  making  a  dea- 
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perate  charge,  effected  tlieir  retreat,  after  being 
sarrouDded  by  several  hundred,  witn  the  loss  of 
six  or  eight,  who  doubtless  were  killed,  among 
whom  were  two  sons  of  Captain  Jones,  Indian 
interpreter.  The  villages  of  Toungstown,  Lew- 
istown,  Manchester,  and  the  Indian  Tuscarora 
village,  were  reduced  to  ashes,  and  the  inoffensive 
inhabitants  who  could  not  escape  were,  without 
regard  to  age  or  sex,  inhumanly  butchered  by 
savaji^es,  headed  by  ]British  officers  painted.  A 
Briush  officer,  who  is  taken  prisoner,  avows  that 
many  small  children  were  murdered  by  the  In- 
dians* Major  Mallory,  who  was  stationed  at 
Schlosser  with  about  forty  Canadian  volunteers, 
advanced  to  Lewistown  heights,  and  compelled 
the  advanced  guard  of  the  enemy  to  fall  back  to 
the  foot  of  the  mountain.  The  Major  is  a  meri- 
torious officer.  He  fought  the  enemy  two  days, 
and  contended  every  inch  of  ground  to  the  Tan- 
tawanty  creek.  In  these  actions  Lieutenant  Lowe, 
23d  regiment  United  States'  Army,  and  eight  of 
the  Canadian  volunteers,  were  killed.  I  had  my- 
self, three  daysprevioustothe  attack  on  Niagara, 
left  it  with  a  view  of  providing  for  the  defence 
of  this  place.  Black  Rock,  and  the  other  villages 
on  this  frontier.  I  came  here  without  troops,  and 
have  called  out  the  militia  of  Qenesee,  Niagara, 
and  Chateaugay  counties,  en  ma$$e. 

This  place  was  then  thought  to  be  in  most  im- 
minent danger,  as  well  as  the  shipping,  but  I  have 
no  doubt  is  now  perfectly  secure.  Volunteers  are 
coming  in  in  great  numbers.  They  are,  however, 
a  species  of  troops  that  cannot  be  expected  to 
continue  in  service  for  a  long  time.  In  a  few 
days  1,000  detached  militia,  lately  draughted,  will 
been. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sk. 

GEO.  McCLURE. 
Brigadier  General,  commanding. 

Hon.  J.  Armbtrono,  Sec^ryof  War. 


Abelract  of  the  Morning  Report  of  the  gtnriMm  of  Fort 
Niagara,  coBimanded  by  Captain  Leonard. 

December  15,  1813. 
Captain  Leonard's  comply,  total  present  74  absent  19 
Captain  Hampton's    do.  do.  88    do.    17 

Lieutenant  Peck's      do.  do.  118    do.      9 

Lieut  Frederick's       do.  do.  44 

Total  present      834  absent  46 

Aggregate  369 

L00MI8, 
Lieutenant,  and  Acting  At^utant. 
JOHN  wfliSON, 

Brigade  Ma/or, 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  George  McClnre  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Batatu,  December  25, 1818. 

^'  It  is  a  notorious  fact,  that,  on  the  night  on 

which  Fort  Niag^ara  was  captured,  Capt.  Leonard 

was  much  intoxicated,  and  left  the  fort  about  11 

o'clock,  P.  M.     I  am  assured  that  he  has  since 


given  himself  up ;  that  he  and  fiimily  are  now  on 
the  Canadian  side  of  the  strait.  It  was  not  with* 
out  some  reluctance  that  I  left  him  in  immediate 
command  of  the  fort;  but  there  was  no  alterna- 
tive, as  he -outranked  every  other  officer.  His 
uniform  attachment  to  British  men  and  meas- 
ures, added  to  the  circumstance  of  his  not  effect- 
ing his  escape  when  in  his  power,  strengthens  me 
in  a  suspicion  that  there  was  a  secret  understand- 
ing with  regard  to  this  disgraceful  transaction. 

^'  Permit  me  to  suggest  to  ^ou^  sir,  that,  nnkae 
regular  troops  are  sent  to  this  frontier  immedi- 
ately, the  enemy  will  penetrate  into  the  interior 
of  our  country,  and  lay  waste  all  before  them. 
The  militia  will  do  to  act  with  regulars,  but  not 
without  them.  In  spite  of  all  my  exertions  to 
insure  subordination,  my  late  detachment  ulti- 
mately proved  to  be* very  little  better  than  an  in- 
furiated mob.  It  was  not,  however,  the  fault  of 
the  privates,  but  of  such  officers  as  were  seekinff 
popularity,  and  who,  on  that  account,  were  afraid 
of  enforcing  subordination,  and  introducing  strict 
discipline. 

"  I  have  collected,  from  the  diflferent  recruiting 
rendezvous,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  edf 
diers,  and  put  them  under  the  command  of  Lien- 
tenant  Riddle,  of  the  15th  United  States'  infan- 
try, an  excellent  and  deserving  officer. 

"  I  cannot  conclude  this  communication  with- 
out reporting  the  conduct  of  Doctor  Cyrenina 
Chapin,  (late  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  volunteers.) 
To  him,  in  a  great  measure,  ought  all  our  disas- 
ters to  be  imputed.  His  publications  in  the  Buf- 
falo Gazette,  that  the  enemy  had  abandoned  Bi|r- 
lington,  I  fear  had  the  desired  effect.  I  have  found 
him  an  unprincipled  disor^nizer.  Since  dismiss- 
ing him  and  his  marauding  corps,  he  has  b^ 
guilty  of  the  most  outrageous  acts  of  mutiny,  if 
not  of  treason.  When  I  came  to  Buffalo,  accom- 
panied only  by  my  suite,  he  headed  a  mob  for  the 
purpose  of  doing  violence  to  my  feelings  and  per- 
son ;  and  when  marching  to  the  Rock,  at  the  time 
of  an  alarm,  five  or  six  guns  were  discharged  at 
me  by  his  men." 

Extracts  of  a  letter  from  General  Lewis  Cass  to  tfie 

Secretary  of  War,  dated  Williamsville,  eleven  n^lee 

East  of  Bufialo,  January  12, 1814. 

"  I  passed  this  day  the  ruins  of  BuffiUo.  It  ex- 
hibits a  scene  of  distress  and  destruction  such  as 
1  have  never  before  witnessed. 

^*  The  events  which  have  recently  transpired  in 
this  quarter  have  been  so  astonishing  and  unex- 
pected, that  I  have  been  induced  to  make  some 
inquirv  into  their  causes  and  progress ;  and  doubt- 
ing whether  you  have  received  any  correct  infor- 
mation UDon  the  subject,  I  now  trouble  you  with 
the  detail. 

"The  fall  of  Niagara  has  been  owing  to  the 
most  criminal  n^ligence.  The  force  in  it  waa 
fully  competent  to  its  defence.  The  command- 
ing officer.  Captain  Leonard,  it  is  confidently  said, 
was  at  his  own  house,  three  miles  from  the  ibrt, 
and  all  the  officers  appear  to  have  rested  in  as 
much  security  as  though  no  enemy  was  near 
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ihem.  Captain  Rodg^rs  and  Captaia  Hampton, 
both  of  the  24th,  had  companies  in  the  fort.  Both 
of  them  were  absent  from  it.  Their  conduct 
oaght  to  be  strictly  investijgrated.  I  am  aJso  told 
that  Major  Wallace  of  the  5th  was  in  the  fort. 
He  escaped,  and  is  now  at  Erie. 

"  The  circumstances  attending  the  destruction 
of  Buffalo  you  will  have  learned  before  this 
reaches  you.  But  the  force  of  the  enemy  has 
been  greatly  magnified.  From  the  most  careful 
examination,  I  am  satisfied  that  not  more  than 
aix  hundred  and  Qfiy  men,  of  regulars,  militia, 
and  Indians,  landed  at  Black  Rock.  To  oppose 
these,  we  had  from  two  thousand  five  hundred  to 
three  thousand  militia.  All,  except  very  few  of 
them,  behaved  in  the  most  cowardly  manner. 
They  fled  without  discharffing  a  musket.  The 
enemy  continued  on  this  sioe  of  the  river  till  Sat- 
urday. All  their  movements  betrayed  symptoms 
of  apprehension.  A  vast  quantity  of  property 
was  left  in  the  town  uninjured,  and  the  Ariel, 
which  lies  four  miles  above  upon  the  beach,  is 
safe.  Since  the  Ist  instant  they  have  made  no 
movement.  They  continue  in  the  possession  of 
Niagara,  and  probably  will  retain  it  until  a  force 
competent  to  its  redaction  arrives  in  its  vicinity." 


Robert  Lee,  late  of  Lewistown,  in  the  county 
of  Niagara,  and  State  of  New  York,  gentleman, 
of  the  age  of  forty-two  years,  bein^  sworn  on  the 
Holy  Evangelists,  deposeth  and  saith,  that,  some 
seven  weeks  immediately  preceding  the  19th  of 
December  last,  he,  this  deponent,  resided  in  Port 
Niagara,  for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  private 
business  $  that,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning 
of  the  19th,  the  said  fort  was  attacked  or  entered 
by  the  British.  The  garrison  was  not  alarmed 
when  the  enemy  entered  the  gates  of  the  fort. 
Some  firing  took  place  after  they  entered  the 
works,  particularly  between  the  guard  at  the 
Southeast  block-house,  and  the  sick  in  the  hos- 
pital at  the  red  barracks,  on  the  part  of  the  Amer- 
icans, with  the  enemy.  This  deponent  is  positive 
that  there  were  about  four  hundred  men  of  all  de- 
scriptions in  the  fort  immediately  before  taken, 
and  that  three  hundred  and  fifty  of  that  number 
were  capable  and  willing  to  bear  arms  in  that 
way,  viz :  firinz  on  the  enemj  from  the  block- 
housesj  dbc.  The  princi|)al  resistance  the  enemy 
met  with  was  from  the  sick  in  the  red  barracks, 
and  the  ^uard  at  the  Southeast  block-house,  be- 
forementioned.  The  sick  in  the  red  barracks,  as 
this  deponent  is  informed,  and  from  what  he  saw 
he  believes,  were  nearly  all  slaughtered.  The 
British  force  that  took  possession  of  the  fort  were 
in  number  about  four  hundred,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Murray,  who  was  wounded  in  the  arm 
in  entering  the  gate,  and  was  succeeded  in  com- 
mand by  Colonel  Hamilton.  From  the  British 
order  of  congratulation,  that  issued  on  the  same 
morning,  it  appeared  that  the  Americans  had  lost 
sixty-five  killed  and  fifteen  wounded,  which 
wounds  were  principally  by  the  bayonet,  as  ex- 
/pressed  in  the  order ;  but  the  above  order  issued 
Tery  soon  after  they  took  posaeasion  of  the  fort, 


and  did  not  include  a  number  that  were  after- 
wards found  bayoneted  in  the  cellars  of  the 
houses.  This  deponent  thinks  that  our  loss  in 
killed  in  the  whole  amounted  at  least  to  eighty. 
It  was  a  matter  of  frequent  conversation  and  ex- 
ultation among  the  British  non-commissioned 
officers  and  soldiers,  while  this  deponent  was 
under  guard,  that  they  bayoneted  the  Americans, 
notwithstanding  their  crying  out  for  quarter.  A 
subaltern  officer  and  about  twenty  privates  made 
their  escape  from  the  fort  by  scaling  the  pickets. 
Captain  Leonard,  the  American  commander,  was, 
at  the  time  the  fort  was  taken,  at  his  farm,  abont 
two  miles  distant,  and,  hearing  the  attack,  made 
towards  the  fort,  and  at  no  great  distance  trom  it 
was  made  prisoner  by  the  enemy,  and  was  kept 
in  close  confinement  for  two  days  and  a  half,  and 
how  much  longer  this  deponent  does  not  know. 
The  American  soldiers  were  kept  two  days  in 
close  and  miserable  confinement,  without  the  use 
of  provisions,  and  with  a  very  scanty  supply  of 
wood  and  water ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  the 
citizens  and  soldiers  were  crossed  over  the  nVer, 
and  lodged  in  a  part  of  what  had  been  the  British 
magazine  at  Fort  Qeorge,  the  residue  in  open 
plank  and  board  huts ;  in  both  situations  it  was 
impossible  to  lay  down.  The  magazine  was  so 
filthy  that  many  of  the  prisoners  became  infested 
with  vermin,  and  in  that  situation  remained  seven 
days.  The  citizens  were  then  removed  to  a  brick 
buildine  up  near  dueenstowo,  where  they  were 
so  much  crowded  that  no  kind  of  comfort  was  to 
be  taken  either  by  day  or  night.  The  supply  of 
provisions  was  not  only  scanty,  but  of  the  verr 
worst  kind ;  beef  of  the  most  mferior  and  repul- 
sive quality,  and  bread,  the  quality  of  which  can- 
not be  described.  The  water  that  they  used,  both 
there  and  at  the  magazine,  they  had  to  purchase. 
This  deponent  believes  tnat,  through  the  influ- 
ence of  an  individual  ia  Upper  Canada,  himself, 
together  with  ten  other  American  citizens,  were 
permitted,  on  the  13th  instant,  to  cross  to  the 
United  States.  The  residue  of  the  citizens,  to  the 
amount  of  about  seventy,  were  marched,  on  the 
12th,  under  a  strong  guard,  to  Burlington  heighcs; 
and  this  deponent  was  informed  that  from  thenee 
they  would  be  sent  to  Kingston.  The  women 
and  children  taken  at  and  near  Lewistown  were 
stripped  of  their  clothing,  and  taken  across  the 
river.    And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

ROBERT  LBE. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  this  18lh  day  of  Jan* 
uary,  1814,  before  me, 

J.  HARRISON, 

Master  in  Uuincery, 


ON  THE  MANNER  IN  WHICH  THE  WAB 
HAS  BEEN  CONDUCTED. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  Februaij  %1, 1814.] 
Wttbb.  Va.,  F^b.  8, 1814* 
Sir  :  For  the  information  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, or  any  committee  of  that  House  who 
may  have  under  consideration  either  the  manner 
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in  which  the  war  has  been  eoadoeted,  or  my  coo- 
doet  as  an  officer  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  I  enclose  to  yon  some  documents,  mostly 
originals,  numbered  from  one  to  sixty-one  in- 
elnsire. 

Should  those  papers  be  necessary  to  me,  for 
any  purpose,  at  an^  time,  no  doubt  they  will  be 
sate  among  the  arcnires  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatires,  and  delivered  on  application  to  me  or 
my  order. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  ^c, 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH. 

Hon.  L.  Chbtes, 

Speaker  Heme  of  RepresentcUivee, 


No.l. 


General  Ordere, 
Hbadooarters,  Qreen  Bosh, 
September  13, 1813. 
Brigadier  Qeneral  Alexander  Smyth  will  pro- 
ceed to  Niagara  and  take  the  command  of  the 
brigade  composed  of  the  fiflh,  twelfth,  thirteenth, 
fourteenth,  and  twentieth  regiments  of  infantry, 
as  they  arrive  at,  or  near,  Niagara,  and  he  will 
be  respected  and  obeyed  accordingly.    On  his 
arrival  at  Niagara,  or  in  the  vicinity  of  Major 
General  Van  Rensselaer's  headquarters,  he  will 
report  himself  to  tba^  officer. 

By  order  of  Major  Gtoneral  Dearborn. 
E.  BEEBE, 
Acting  Deputy  Adjutant  General, 


No.  2. 


HEADaDARTERS,  QrBBNBUSH, 

October  4, 1812. 
Sir:  Tour  letter  of  the  27th,  by  Captain  Dox, 
has  been  received.  Before  this  reacnes  you,  I 
trust  the  reinforcements  will  generally  have  ar- 
rived. I  have  made  every  effort  in  mjr  power  to 
have  sufficient  quantities  of  ammunition,  cloth- 
iDg»  medicine,  arms,  dbo.,  forwarded,  but  not  with 
all  the  success  I  could  have  wished.  I  shall  con- 
tinue to  send  on  until  I  am  satisfied  there  will  be 
an  ample  supply.  It  rests  with  you  to  determine 
the  proper  time  for  acting  offensively.  You  will, 
however,  perceive  the  expediency  of  consulting 
the  principal  officers. 

I  am  apprehensive  that  the  enemy  might  at- 
tempt a  stroke  at  the  naval  armament  preparing 
at  Sackett's  Harbor,  and  it  being  of  the  first  im- 
portance that  no  interruption  should  retard  the 
Srogress  of  those  operations,  I  doubt  the  expe- 
iency  of  withdrawing  any  part  of  the  force  from 
that  place  at  present.  When  the  troops  destined 
for  your  post  shall  have  arrived,  your  total  force 
moit  exceed  7,000  men,  which,  I  presume,  will 
be  sufficient  for  all  contemplated  purposes. 

I  confidently  calculate  on  a  co-operation  by  the 
way  of  Detroit,  and  on  important  aid  from  the 
naval  department.  It  will  be  advisable  to  strike 
at  Kingston  from  Sackett's  Harbor, or-its  vicinity, 
or  at  least  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  enemy 
in  that  direction,  by  such  movement  as  will 


threaten  a  blow.  If  we  should  be  so  fortunate  as 
to  obtain  the  command  of  the  lake,  Kingston  and 
the  country  about  it  may  be  taken  possession  of, 
and  all  the  supplies  in  that  direction  may  be  cut 
off.  You  should  have  as  many  flat  boats  (and 
•cows,  if  possible)  as  will  be  sufficient  to  transport 
5,000  men,  with  field  pieces  and  artillery  horses, 
at  once,  with  the  aid  of  such  other  vessels  as  can 
be  readily  procured. 

The  contractor  should  be  reminded  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  having  a  sufficient  stock  of  provisions 
on  hand  for  two  months,  exclusive  of  the  current 
issues. 

It  will  be  proper  that  a  correspondence  be  kept 
up  by  expresses,  between  you  and  General  Har- 
rison, which  will  enable  you  to  ascertain  his 
movements;  but  if  we  should  be  fortunate  enough 
to  command  Lake  Ontario,  we  ought  to  possess 
onrselvess  of  that  part  of  Canada  bordering  on 
the  lake,  includiog  the  vicinity  of  Niagara,  whe- 
ther Harrison  succeeds  or  not. 

I  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  General  Amherst^s 
order  at  Fort  Edward,  on  the  12th  of  July,  1759. 
The  authority  must  be  respected  by  every  Brit^ 
ish  officer.  It  will  be  expedient  for  you  to  have 
such  an  order  published,  with  such  alterations 
only  as  the  ohange  in  circumstances,  in  a  national 
view,  has  rendered  necessary ;  and  it  might  be 
well  to  quote  the  authority  referred  to. 

I  have  considered  it  fortunate  to  find  soeh  an 
order  from  so  respectable  a  source.  It  is  con- 
tained in  the  "  Historical  Journal  of  the  Cam- 
paigns in  North  America,  in  the  years  1757,  '58. 
^59,  and  '60,  by  Captain  JohQ  Knox,"  pnblUhed 
in  England  in  1769. 

With  high  consideration,  I  am,  sir,  yoor  obe- 
dient servant, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Major  General  Van  Rensselaer. 

P.  S.  I  am  just  informed  that  General  Harri* 
son  will  be  at  Detroit  by  the  15th  of  this  month 
at  the  farthest.  Forts  Harrison  and  Wayne  have 
been  relieved,  and  the  Indians  dispersed. 

No.  3. 

Inspector's  Report  of  the  Twelfth  Regiment  of  Infantry 

commanded  by  Colonel  Thomas  Parker. 

Cfficere.  non-commiuumed  Officers^  and  Pri* 
vo/es.— Tne  character  of  Colonel  Parker  is  too 
well  known  at  the  War  Office  to  require  com- 
ment. Maior  Campbell  will  doubtless  make  a 
most  valuable  officer.  The  company  officers  are 
yet  very  ignorant  of  their  duty ;  but  they  gene- 
rally appear  to  be  very  intelligent  young  men, 
and  gentlemen.  The  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  are,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  ex- 
cellent recruits. 

Arme^  Accoutrements^  and  Ammunition.^The 
muskets  are  good,  but  some  few  of  them  out  of 
repair.  No  gun  slings  have  been  furnished  j  nei- 
ther has  there  been  a  sufficiency  of  screw-drivers, 
worms,  picks,  or  brushes,  supplied.  The  knap- 
sacks are  very  bad,  as  are  likewise  the  canteens. 
The  regiment  has  only  about  twenty-three  rounds 
of  ball  cartridge,  and  not  two  flints  per  man;  and 
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there  is  oo  ammonition  in  store  at  this  place. 
The  cartridges  are  many  of  them  rery  bad. 

Clothing  and  Pay, — Though  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober is  partly  gone,  yet,  strange  to  tell,  this  regi- 
ment has  not  receired  a  single  article  of  woollen 
clothing.  All  the  men  are  without  coats^  and 
have  been  obliged  to  mount  guard,  during  the 
cold  and  stormy  weather  which  we  nave  had  for 
a  week  past,  in  their  linen  jackets  and  overalls. 
Unless  immediate  steps  are  taken  to  furnish 
proper  clothing,  the  men  most  all  fall  victims  to 
the  neglect.    Paid  up  to  the  3l8t  of  August. 

CafMf>  Equipage,  Stationery  Hospital  SUnt$y 
4c. — The  tenu  are  very  bad.  Camp  kettles  and 
un  pans,  good  and  complete.  Axes  and  spades, 
bad  and  incomplete.    No  stationery. 

The  Surgeon  complains  that  he  is  without  medi- 
cine, hospital  stores,  or  surgical  instruments. 

jPropwiowir.— Colonel  Parker  states  that  he  te- 
ceives  ^ood  provisions  for  his  regiment. 

Disclaim, — Captains  Sangster's  and  Page's 
companies  are  very  raw,  and  ignorapt  of  their 
duty.  Taking  into  consideration  that  the  men 
are  recruits,  and  have  ju£t  come  off  a  long  aqd 
fatiguing  march,  the  state  of  Captain  Morgan's 
company  does  him  honor,  but  its  discipline  is 
still  very  imperfect. 

WILL.  KING, 
Cktpt.  and  At$ist.  ln$p.  U.  8.  Army. 

Camp  vibak  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  Oct.  5, 1812. 


No.  4. 


laspeetor's  Beport  on  the  state  of  tho  Fourteenth  Regi- 
ment of  Infiutrj,  commanded  by  Colonel  William 
H.  Winder. 

Officers,  nctn-commissioned  Officers,  and  Pri- 
vates.— Tne  Colonel  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  ap- 
pear to  have  taken  great  pains  to  acquire  a  know- 
tedge  of  the  duties  of  their  stations.  The  com- 
pany officers  are  almost  as  ignorant  of  their  duty 
as  when  the^  entered  service.  The  non-com- 
missioned omcers  and  privates  are  generally  only 
tolerably  good  recruits^ 

Arms,  JccoiUremenis,  and  Ammunition. — The 
arms  of  this  regiment  are  in  inf^ously  bad  order. 
They  appear  to  be  old  muskets  that  have  proba- 
bly been  bought  up  at  reduced  prices  by  the  con- 
tractors or  other  public  agents,  and  are  now 
placed  in  the  hands  of  men  who  are  almost  within 

gunshot  of  the  enemy.  The  Inspector  has  no 
esitation  in  giving  it  as  his  opinion,  that  at  least 
one-fifth  of  them  are  unfit  for  service :  and  he  be- 
lieves, were  they  to  undergo  a  critical  inspection, 
a  much  larser  proportion  of  them  would  be  con- 
demned. The  cartridge  boxes, bavonet  scabbards, 
and  belts,  are  good  i  the  knapsacks  are  very  bad. 
Neither  sun  sRngs,  picks^  nor  brushes,  have  been 
furnished ;  nor  has  a  sufficient  number  of  screw- 
drivers and  worms  been  supplied.  This  regiment 
has  a  Urge  supply  of  ball  cartrid^es^  powder,  and 
lead,  but  a  considerable  proportion  of  it  is  very 
bad ;  some  of  the  cartridges  are  said  to  have  been 
made  up  in  1794.  There  is  a  scarcity  of  flints. 
Camp  Equipage,  Hospital  Stores,  fc.— The 


tents  never  were  good;  and  have  been  wo  muoh 
abused  on  the  march  to  this  place,  (hat  they  aCeirf 
little  protection  from  the  weather.  Camp  ketlks 
and  tin  pans,  good  and  complete;  aices  and  spades, 
very  bad.  No  supply  of  stationery.  The  sur- 
geon states  he  is  without  medicine, hospital  stores, 
and  surgical  instruments. 

Cl(ahing  and  Pay.-— Though  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober is  partly  gone,  yet,  strange  to  tell,  this  r^ 
ment  has  not  received  a  single  article  of  woollen 
clothing.  All  the  men  are  without  coats,  and 
many  without  shbes  or  stocikings ;  and  have  been 
obliged  to  mount  ^uard,  dfuring  the  cold  and 
stormy  weather  which  we  have  had  for  a  week 
past,  barefooted,  and  in  their  linen  jackets  and 
overalls.  Unless  immediate  steps  are  taken  to 
supply  proper  clothing,  the  men  must  all  fall  vic- 
tims to  the  neglect.    Paid  up  to  the  31st  of  July. 

Provisions. — The  Lieutenant  Colonel  states 
that  the  regiment  is  supplfed  with  very  bad  pro- 
yisions. 

.  Discipline. — The  regiment  is  composed  entirely 
of  recrnits ;  they  appear  to  be  almost  as  ignorant 
of  their  duty  as  it  they  had  never  seen  a  caaufi, 
and  scarcely  know  on  which  shoulder  to  carty 
the  musket.  They  are  mere  militia,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, even  worse;  and  if  taken  into  aetion  in 
their  present  state,  will  prove  more  dangerous  Ao 
themselves  than  to  their  enemy. 

WILL.  KIHG, 
Capt.  and  Assist*  Ihsp.  Cfen,  U.S.  A. 

Camp  near  BtTFFALo,  N.T.,  Oct.  5, 1812. 


No.  5. 
Colonel  P.  P.  Schuyler  to  Genei^l  Smyth,  dated 
OcTOBEB  9, 1812, 11  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Sir:  The  brig  Adams  has  been  on  fire  about 
twenty  minutes,  and  will  soon  be  consomed.   We 
have  saved  some  property  that  was  on  board,  and 
taken  three  prisoners.    Milton  is  now  crossing  U> 
our  shore.    Brock  hafi  arrived  opposite,  with  a 
very  superior  force.    I  wait  your  orders. 
Respectfully, 

P.  P.  SCHUYLER,  CohneL 


No.  6. 


Mijor  General  Hmll  to  Brigadier  General  Smylh. 
Buffalo,  October  12,  ISISL 

Sir:  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  inform 
me  what  time  you  will  meet  General  Van  I^ens- 
selaer,  agreeably  to  his  request,  at  Niagara? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  HALL. 

N.  B.  I  was  at  the  Rock  this  morniog,  a^d 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  firing  from  the  Sritisk 
shore.  It  was  said  that  some  troops  were  nuupch- 
ixkz  up  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Lieuteoaat 
Elliot  was  apprehensive  they  might  get  artillery 
on  the  island,  and  desUoy  his  vessels,  unless ioMa 
were  placed  on  the  islajid  to  prevent  a  iaii4^ig. 
You  will  be  able  to  judge  the  necessary  fioroe. 
Yours,  A.  p. 

Brigadier  General  SurTa. 
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No.  7. 
Brigadkr  €}«ieial  Smith  to  Mftjor  GeiMral  Van  Rens- 
selaer. 
Camp  hear  Buffalo,  Oct.  12, 1812. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowled^  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  at  10  o'clock,  P.  M.    The  bad- 
ness of  the  weather  and  roads  harassed  the  troops 
yesterday  more  than  can  well  he  conceived ;  to- 
morrow, I  expect  their  clothing,  and  they  will 
wash.    Next  day,  they  might  march,  to  the  num- 
ber of  twelve  hundred  ejQtective  men,  but  imper- 
fectly disciplined. 

It  is  said  the  enemy  are  in  considerable  force 
opposite  to  Black  Rock ;  and  as  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nels Scott  and  Cbrystie  have  arrived  with  you, 
the  time  for  attack  is  favorable  \  and  may  you 
conauer  is  my  prayer. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc, 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 
Brigadier  GencraX, 
B|Iaj.  Ckn.  Van  Renbsblaek. 


No.  8. 

Bxtraet  of  a  letter  from  Genwal  Smyth  to  General 

dheafe^  dated 

October  18, 1812. 
"  As  I  am  averse  to  taking  a  single  life,  or  oc- 
casioning a  single  calamity,  without  an  object,  I 
propose  a  further  continuance  of  the  armistice, 
indefinitely,  each  party  to  have  a  right  to  termi- 
nnte  it,  giving  thirty  hours  notice  to  the  other 
party;  the  armistice  to  extend  along  the  frontier 
from  Lake  Erie  to  Lake  Ontario.'' 

Camp  on  toe  Mountain, 
October  19, 1812,  6  o'clock^  A.  M 
Sir  :  I  shall  immediately  proceed  to  Sehlosaer, 
to  await  your  further  orders.  It  would  be  pleaf- 
ing  to  me  to  be  ordered  to  proceed  to  our  oltunate 
destination  before  the  weather  becomes  more  in- 
clement. 

1  will  thank  you  to  give  an  order  on  the  Qjamt" 
leimaster  for  eighty  blankets,  and  thread  to  make 
watch  coats  for  my  regiment.  Indeed,  if  in  your 
opinion  it  coqld  be  justified,  I  could  wish  that 
every  man  could  be  funiished  with  one*  Those 
I  now  ask  for  are  intended  for  the  use  of  the 
guards. 

With  the  highest  regard  and  respect,  I  am,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  PARKER, 

Col<ma  \2iU^  irfatUry. 

No.  9. 
Brigadier  General  Smyth  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
Near  Buffalo,  October  20, 1812. 
Sir  :  On  the  16th  instant;  General  Van  Rens- 
selaer, by  a  general  order,  invested  me  with  the 
command  of  the  troops  between  the  Lakes  £rie 
and  Ontario,  with  power  to  order  general  courts 
inartial,  and  exercise  the  authority  of  commander 
of  a  great  miliury  district. 
On  the  16th  instant,  I  ordered  Colonel  Winder 


(an  admirable  officer)  to  Fort  Niagara ;  on  the 
19th  I  br<4te  up  the  camp  at  Lewistown,  ordered 
the  militia,  such  as  had  not  deserted,  and  except- 
ing the  artillery,  to  Schlosser;  the  artillery  were 
put  under  Cdonel  Winder's  commapd,  and  would 
most  of  them  take  post  on  the  mountain  opposite 
Ctueenstown.  Colonel  Parker,  with  the  detach- 
ments of  the  12ih  and  20th,  will  take  post  on  a 
small  creek  near  Black  Rock,  and  collect  the 
boats.  Colonel  Schuyler,  with  the  detachments 
of  the  5th  and  13th,  will  take  a  position  near 
him.    The  volunteers  will  encamp  near  Buffalo. 

In  the  small  creek  I  mention,  I  wish  to  have 
one  hundred  boats  that  will  carry  across  at  once 
four  thousand  men,  aqd  twenty  or  thirty  scows 
or  flats,  to  take  over  artillery  or  cavalry.  And 
if  you  will  increase  my  force  to  eight  thousand 
men,  with  twenty  pieces  of  light  and  field  artil- 
lery, and  some  troops  of  cavalry,  I  wiW  enter  Can- 
ada, and  leave  the  rest  to  Heaven. 

Place  no  confidence  in  detached  militia.  They 
have  disgraced  the  nation.  Do  not  rely  on  the 
contractor  for  provisions.  He  has  no  salt  meat, 
and  only  damaged  floor.    If  you  have  any  com- 

Eission  on  the  service,  send  money  either  to 
ieutenant  Allison,  my  brigade  quartermaster,  or 
to  some  public  agent  under  my  orders.  Without 
it  we  cannot  supply  the  contractor's  deficiencies ; 
we  cannot  get  transportation  by  land,  build  hoiats, 
procure  forage,  or  anything  el3e,  wanted  by  the 
army. 

Give  me  here  a  dear  etage^  men,  and  mom^, 
and  I  will  retrieve  your  afiairs  or  perish. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
most  obedient, 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH. 

No.  10. 
The  Seoretaiy  of  War  to  Brigadier  General  Smyth. 
War  Department,  Nov,  4, 1812. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  October  20th  has  been  re- 
ceived. On  the  21st  of  October  Major  General 
Dearborn  reported  to  this  Department  that  he 
had  granted  Gkneral  Van  Rensselaer's  request  to 
retire  from  his  command  ;  that  he  had  directed 
him  to  give  over  his  command  to  you ;  and  that 
he  had  written  you  "  in  a  particular  and  explicit 
manner.''  You  are  too  well  acquainted  with  ser- 
vice to  require  to  be  informed  that  all  communi- 
catiMis  resptetittjir  yo^r  cnmmaad  should  be  di- 
rected to  that  oflfoer.  A  copy  of  your  letter  has 
been  enclosed  to  General  Dearborn. 

Such  ordnance  as  he  may  assign  to  Niaipra 
must  be  sent  from  Albany.  Transportation, 
whether  by  boats  or  wagons,  is  furnished  by  the 
Quartermaster's  department ;  and  in  case  ot  fail- 
ure or  deficiency  in  rations,  purchases  should  be 
made  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  contract, 
for  which  purpose  bills  may  be  drawn  on  t^is 
Department,  properly  advise4}  tbat  the  contractor 
n)ay  be  made  accountable. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  EUSTIS. 

Brigadier  General  A.  Smttb, 

Bti^,New  Yarh 
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No.  11. 
Oolotiel  Parker's  Report  to  Brigadier  General  8m3rth. 

Colonel  Parker  has  the  honor  to  report  to  Gen- 
eral Smyth  that,  agreeably  to  his  orders,  he  has 
caused  to  be  collected  all  the  boats  that  coald  be 
foond  last  evening,  and  had  them  carried  up  the 
creek  to  an  old  field  about  a  mile  above  the  bridge, 
where  they  are  left  under  a  small  guard. 

He  has  also  obtained  a  promise  from  Lieuten- 
ant Angus,  of  the  Nary,  to  send  out  a  party  of 
sailors  to  collect  all  the  boats  he  can  find  on'th^ 
coast,  and  convey  them  to  the  same  place. 

Colonel  Parker  would  beff  leave  to  suggest  to 
the  General,  the  propriety  of  placing  these  boats 
under  the  charge  of  a  careful  officer  i  and,  as 
many  of  them  are  leaky  and  scarce  of  oars,  have 
them  carefully  prepared  for  service. 

From  report.  Colonel  Parker  is  of  opinion  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  will  probably  urge  a  de- 
scent on  Canada  this  Fall ;  but  he  supposes  that 
a  discretionary  power  will  eeitainly  be  given  to 
the  commanding  officer  on  the  lines.  From  the 
present  state  of  the  Quartermaster's  and  Com- 
missary's departments;  from  the  almost  total 
want  of  discipline  in  the  regular  troops ;  and 
from  the  little  confidence  that  can  be  placed  in 
the  militia  force;  it  would  appear  that  a  suc- 
cessful issue  could  hardly  be  expected,  and  de- 
feat might  prove  highly  injurious  to  our  country. 
If  the  Gfeneral's  attention  should  be  entirely  turned 
to  the  discipline  of  the  troops,  even  to  the  10th  of 
next  month,  it  is  feared  that,  after  that  period,  it 
would  be  too  late  to  put  the  troops  under  a  com- 
fortable cover  before  the  Winter  sets  in,  which 
might  be  attended  with  the  most  fatal  conse- 
quences. Would  it  not,  therefore,  be  better  to 
detail  six  or  eight  men,  best  qualified  for  the  ser- 
vice, from  each  company,  to  commence  the  build- 
inff  the  huu  while  the  residue  are  employed  on 
drill? 

While  Colonel  Parker  has  taken  the  liberty  of 
making  the  foregoing  observations,  he  begs  leave 
to  assure  the  General  of  his  entire  submission  to 
his  better  judgment,  and  of  his  determination  to 
, promote  his  views  by  every  exertion  that  his  fee- 
ble health  and  abilities  will  permit. 

October  22, 1812. 

No.  12. 
Major  General  Dearborn  to  Brigadier  General  Smyth. 
Hbadquartbrs,  Grbenbush, 

October  21, 1812. 
Sir  :  Major  General  Van  Rensselaer  having 
communicated  a  wish  to  retire  from  his  com- 
mand, I  have  acquiesced  in  his  request,  and 
have  desired  him  to  give  over  the  command 
which  he  held  to  you,  and  to  give  you  copies  of 
my  last  two  or  three  letters  to  him.  and  such  in- 
formation in  relation  to  the  enemy,'  his  means  of 
obtaining  information,  and  the  state  of  the  troops, 
stores,  4cc.,  as  he  may  possess.  The  unfortunate 
afiair  at  Ctueenstown,  on  the  13th,  is  most  seri- 
ously to  be  lamented ;  but  we  must  endeavor,  by 
redoubled  efibrts,  to  retrieve  the  state  of  our  af- 
ftura.    I  have  ordered  Colonel  Porter,  of  the  ar- 


tillery, to  Niagara,  to  take  command  of  the  whole 
of  the  light  and  heavv  artillery  at  thai  post.  You 
will  find  in  him  all  the  requisite  practical  infor- 
mation and  industry  in  his  line.  A  fine  company 
of  liffht  arlillerv,  all  mounted,  will  proceed  as 
rapidly  as  possiole  to  replace  such  as  have  been 
lost.  On  their  arrival,  it  will,  I  presume,  be  ex- 
pedient to  send  the  greatest  number  of  horses  back 
to  some  place  where  forage  may  be  convenientlv 
obtained.  I  shall  order  Colonel  McClare,  wita 
his  battalion  of  uniform  volunteers,  to  march  from 
Onondaga  to  Niagara ;  and  I  yet  hope  that,  whea 
the  troops  shall  have  been  concentrated,  and  put 
into  a  state  of  organization,  that  you  will  be  able 
to  pass  into  Canada,  and  secure  good  Winter  quar- 
ters. 1  had  directed  General  van  Rensselaer  to 
call  on  the  contractor  for  a  deposite  of  provisions 
for  at  least  two  months,  exclusive  of  toe  current 
issues.  It  will  be  expedient  for  you  to  repeat  the 
requisition  on  the  contractor.  Captain  Thomas, 
the  Deputy  Quartermaster  Gheneraf,  will  join  yoa 
with  stores  and  funds  for  that  defrartment ;  and 
I  trustyou  will  find  in  him  an  active  and  atceo- 
tive  officer.  It  will  be  proper  to  give  Colonel 
Parker  the  command  of  a  brigade.  In  all  im- 
portant movements  you  will,  I  presume,  consider 
It  advisable  to  consult  some  of  your  principal  of- 
ficers. £?ery  means  in  your  power  should  be 
exerted  to  procure  a  sufficient  number  of  boats 
iand  scows  for  transporting  the  troops.  Yon 
should,  if  possible,  be  prepared  for  crossing  with 
three  thousand  men,  with  artillery,  at  onee. 
Faithful  and  experienced  boatmen  should  be  se- 
lected for  managing  the  whole  of  the  boatsi  and 
there  should  be  a  surplus  in  each  boat  as  a  pro- 
vision to  meet  accidents.  The  greatest  precau- 
tion should  be  observed  in  the  arrangement  for 
embarcation  and  debarcation.  You  will  pardon 
me  for  being  thus  particular.  The  most  import- 
ant consideration  will  be  that  of  ascertaining  and 
agreeing  on  the  best  and  surest  points  for  erosa- 
ing ;  much  will  depend  on  a  juaicious  selection 
of  the  principal  landing  places.  Your  infomm- 
tion  will  enable  you,  with  the  advice  of  your  prin- 
cipal officers,  to  decide  on  these  subjects  in  the 
most  judicious  manner.  That  you  maybe  so 
fortunate  as  to  succeed  in  retrieving  and  melior- 
ating the  state  of  our  affairs,  is  my  most  ardent 
wish.  You  will,  by  all  practicable  means,  en- 
deavor to  correspond  with  General  Harrisoa, 
who,  I  presume,  is  now  at  Detroit,  witl^  a  rerr 
respectable  force.  I  need  not  imprass  you  with 
the  necessity  of  cultivating  a  spirit  of  harmony 
and  good  understanding  among  aU  the  corps  un- 
der your  command  ;  on  which  the  success  of  yoar 
operations  will  materially  depend.  I  have  be^ 
establishing  a  line  of  expresses  between  this  place 
and  Niagara,  by  which  despatches  may  pass  iit 
about  forty-four  hours.  You  will  direct  where 
the  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  express  will 
be  stationed  near  your  quarters.  The  line  will,  I 
trust,  be  completed  within  two  or  three  days  after 
this  reaches  you. 

With  esteem  and  consideration,  your  obedient 
and  humble  servant, 

H.  DBARBORNT. 
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No.  13. 

Brigadier  General  Alexander  Smyth  to  Major  (General 
Dearborn. 

Camp  near  Buffalo,  Oct.  24, 1812. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  2l8t  instant,  and  shall  fail  in  nothing 
ia  my  power  to  retrieve  the  state  of  our  affairs. 

The  affair  of  dueenstown  probably  diminished 
our  force  2,000  men;  one-half  of  which  were 
killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  and  the  other  half 
deserted,  or  were  discharged  in  consequence  of 
some  battalions  being  greatly  reduced. 

Qeneral  Van  Rensselaer  transferred  to  me  the 
command  on  the  15th,  and  on  the  16th  I  broke 
up  the  camp  at  Lewistown;  sent  the  14th  in- 
fantrjr,  under  Colonel  Winder,  to  Niagara;  the 
militia  artillery  to  a  battery  opposite  the  heights 
of  QpUeenstown;  the  militia  infantry  and  riflemen 
to  Schiosser ;  and  I  returned  with  the  5th,  13th, 
12th,  and  20th,  to  my  camp  near  Buffalo ;  tlie 
troops  of  the  light  and  2d  artillery  are  at  Black 
Rock. 

In  a  creek  at  Black  Rock  I  am  collecting  boats; 
and  there  I  propose  to  cross.  The  Canadian  shore 
is  easy  of  access  from  Erie  to  Chippewa.  There 
are  some  batteries  opposite  Black  Rock  that  I  can 
have  carried  when  I  please. 

Boats  are  wanting.  I  have  sent  to  have  those 
which  Chrystie  brought  to  Niagara  carried  to 
Schloaser ;  this  will  be  a  difficult  work.  Scows 
are  wanting  and  essential.  As  yet  I  have  no 
funds. 

The  reinforcement  yon  mention  I  hope  will 
encoiu'a^e  those  under  my  command.  It  is  said 
500  soldiers  have  arrived  at  Fort  Cleorge  since  the 
battle ;  that  the  Indians  have  gone  home  t<5  gather 
their  corn  ;  and  that  three-fourths  of  the  militia 
afe  called  into  service.  As  the  enemy's  regular 
troopa  and  flankers  amount  to  3,000  men,  their 
militia,  if  called  out,  as  said^  may  swell  their 
force  to  10,000  men. 

It  has  seemed  to  me,  sir,  that  the  three  armies 
should  strike  on  the  same  dav.  If  not,  the  com- 
mand of  the  Lakes  will  enable  the  enemy  to  beat 
us  in  detail. 

The  sailors  here  will  furnish  me  with  excellent 
boaunen.  I  shall  take  the  opinions  of  a  few  of 
my  most  enlightened  officers  at  times,  but  I  will 
decide. 

There  is  some  difficulty  in  giving  Colonel 
Parker  a  brisade,  as  Schuyler  contests  his  right 
to  rank.    Winder  is  an  officer  of  the  first  class. 

In  consequence  of  the  loss  of  five  companies  of 
the  13th,  I  coufoiidated  the  5th  and  13tb,  as  was 
done  by  the  Adjutant  CKfaeral  in  the  case  of  the 
12th  and  20th.  In  consequence,  Milton  asked  and 
obtained  a  furlough.  His  regiment  was  badly 
ffoverned,  and  I  found  I  had  nothing  to  expect 
from  him. 

I  do  not  expect  the  contractor  to  supply  us  with 
provisions.  1  received  a  number  of  returns  at 
Lewistown,  '^  unfit  for  duty  for  want  of  provis- 
ions." 

We  much  want  some  cannon  of  large  calibre 
for  the  fort  of  Niagara,  and  the.  batteries  of  Black 


Rock.    A  powerful  battery  at  the  latter  place 
.would  protect  our  landing  at  noon  day. 

The  ship  carpenters  have  gone  off,  which  I 
much  regret. 

Colonel  Porter  will  doubtless  be  of  great  ser- 
vice to  us ;  but  I  should  have  preferred  his  com- 
ing to  Black  Rock. 

I  shall  keep  you  advised  of  our  progress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect 
and  esteem,  your  most  obedient, 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 

Brigadier  OeneraL 

Major  Gkneral  Dbarborn. 


No.  14. 
Camp  near  Buffalo,  Oct.  25, 1812. 
A  hospital  will  be  immediately  established  at 
Buffalo.     Houses  shall  be  rented,  and  Doctor 
Havs  will  take  charge  of^  and  regulate  it. 

To  that  hospital  the  sick  and  wounded  in  camp 
and  its  vicinity  will  be  removed.  Doctor  Hays 
will  make  requisitions  for  such  articles  as  are  ne-. 
cessary  for  their  comfort,  and  matrons  and  nursea 
will  be  employed, 
der : 


Byord 


H.  SMYTH, 
Lieut,  dd  Artillery,  and  A.  D.  C. 


No.  16. 


HBADaUARTeRS,  HEAR  BUFFALO, 

Oct.  27, 1812. 

Captain  Allison  will  to-day  vacate  the  court- 
house, to  be  used  as  a  hospital.    He  will  take  p|Os*. 
session  of  the  barracks  in  which  Cant.  Harris's 
compaoy  of  militia  has  been  stationed. 
ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 
Broodier  General  commanding. 

No.  16. 
Major  General  Dearbon  to  Brigadier  General  Smyth. 
Hbadouarters,  Grbbnbush. 
Ocieber,  28, 1812. 
Sir  :  Your  letters  of  the  22d  and  24th  were  re- 
ceived at  5  o'clock  P.  M.  yesterday.  This  will 
leave  here  tonnorrow  morning  at  7  o'clock.  I 
have  this  dav  received  information  from  General 
Bloomfield  that  aboiu  800  men,  with  several  field 
pieces,  left  Montreal  for  your  neighborhood  om 
the  14th  instant ;  of  eourse  the  sooner  yeo^  are 
prepared  to  strike  the  better.  From  the  accounts 
I  have  receiTcd  from  Fort  Gkorge,  I  am  induced 
to  believe  that,  exclusive  of  Fort  Erie  and  its 
immediate  dependencies,  the  whole  force  on  the 
British'  side  of  the  river  does  not  amount  to  more 
than  twelve  or  fourteen  hundred,  ioclodinff  the 
militia  which  were  in  service  at  the  time  of  the 
unfortunate  partial  attack;  and  the  derangement 
the  death  of  (leneral  Brock  must  have  occasioned 
in  relation  to  the  militia  and  Indians  must  have 
a  considerable  effect  on  their  measures  of  defence, 
if  they  are  not  allowed  too  ionf  a  time  for  pro- 
curing reinforcements,  and  forming  a  new  organ- 
ization. I  eipect  that  General  Bloomfield  will 
move  immediately  towards  Montreal,  and  I  cal- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


9491 


APFBRBGL 


24»3 


m  wkkh  Ike  Ulir  ha$ 


o«lmte  on  kis  being  able  to  be«t  ap  the  sererrt 
posts  betweea  his  oamp  and  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence. Yoa  should  be  ezpiioit  and  positire  in 
yoar  orders  to  the  contractor  for  havinff  at  lea?ft 
two  months'  deposite  of  proTisions  on  nand,  ex- 
elasive  of  the  current  issves.  If  you  should  de* 
termine  on  crossing  from  the  rictnity  of  Black 
Rock  with  your  main  force,  will  not  the  enemy 
have  it  in  his  power  to  destroy  the  bridge  over 
Chippewa  creek,  and  render  your  passage  diffi- 
cult? You  will,  I  presume,  think  it  adVisable 
to  aaake  one  or  more  feints  at  other  points,  while 
your  main  bodv  crosses  at  the  place  decided  on. 

I  am  induced  to  suspect  that  the  actual  benefit 
of  beaTy  ordnance,  in  facilitating  a  landing,  has 
been  overrated^  Some  twelve  pounders  in  scows 
wooM,  in  my  opinion,  be  of  more  service  in  cover- 
ing a  landing  than  the  fire  of  heavy  pieces  at  long 
shots.  And  when  a  footing  is  secured  on  the 
Canada  shore,  the  ordnance  in  their  batteries 
arast  undoubtedly  ikll  into  your  bands.  Neither 
Gkneral  Vati  Rensselaer  nor  yourself  have  said 
csythln^  in  relation  to  the  arrivai  of  the  Pennsyl* 
rania  militia.  I  presume  they  lAust  have  arrived, 
or  that  you  will  have  sent  in  quest  of  them,  With 
orders  td  hurry  on  as  quick  as  possible.  An  addi- 
tional supply  of  powder,  balls,  paper,  6lc^  has  been 
ordered  to  your  post.  Colonel  Porter  left  this  place 
on  the  24ih  with  100  light  artillerists,  all  mounted, 
and  well  appointed  in  every  respect.  He  will 
proceed  In  the  stage  to  Caoandaigua,  and  from 
thence  to  your  quarters  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
You  will  perceive  the  propriety  and  necessity  of 
a  return  beinsmade  of  all  the  troops  under  your 
command,  which  has  been  too  Ions  delayed. 

With  esteem  and  consideration,!  am,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

Brigadier  General  Smtth. 

No.  17. 

Extraei  of  a  lelfer  froai  Jamea  8c«d«i»  Jr.,  of  Troj,  to 

GiiMfal  Smyth,  dated 

NonicBin  27, 1818. 
'^lam  informed,  from  an  undoubted  sMiree^ 
that  the  British  have  received  a  reinforeement  of 
800  regnlars  at  Fort  Ckoige ;  that  is,  they  are  not 
exactly  at  Fort  Qeorge,  but  have  encamped  aboot 
OM  and  m  half  miles  upCbippewm  creek,  where  the 
enemy  have  been  buildinc  barracks.  A  tfousia 
of  mine  brought  me  this  information,  who  wna  in 
tlM  British  militia  serviee,  and  deaerted." 

The  new  barracks  erected  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fort  George  and  Chippewa  have,  from  the  pra- 
eipilnney  of  the  enemy's  fl«ht,  escaped  being 
burnt. 

B.  BAYNB6,  Adj.  Qentral  N.  A. 

No.  18. 
Colonel  Thomas  Parker  to  General  Smyth. 
Camp,  Oct.  30, 1812. 
SiB :  You  did  me  the  honor  last  evening  to 
consult  me  about  the  propriety  of  forming  a  bri- 
gade, to  be  oompoied  of  the  regular  troops  ex- 


pected in  camp,  and  some  pf  the  volunteers  and 
militia  now  on  the  lines. 

I  have  been  made  acquainted,  from  different 
sources,  with  the  disposition  of  the  troops  at  Bi^ 
falo  and  Colonel  Swift's  regiment,  and  I  think 
there  is  only  one  company  amongst  them  that 
would  not  corrupt  any  regular  troops  that  they 
might  be  associated  with.  And  even  that  com- 
pany  would  not  be  willing  to  be  subjected  to 
regular  discipline.  What  may  be  the  disposition 
of  the  volunteer  Irish  Ckeens  I  do  not  know ;  bor, 
upon  the  whole,  I  should  think  it  best  to  keep 
the  regulars  entirely  distinct  from  them. 

I  wcmld  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  the  mil- 
itia and  volunteers  be  fbrmed  into  a  distinct  bri- 
gade, and  put  under  strict  drill.  If  they  w^ 
not  bear  this,  they  had  better  be  at  home. 

i  must  bc^  leave,  sir,  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  requisition  made  for  fianiid,  an  it  will  be  of 
infinite  service  to  our  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  with  liioeh  re^wet  and 
esteem,  sir,  yonr  obedeni  servant, 

THOMAS  PARKER, 
€ki&na  Wk  hftmirf. 

No.  19. 
Brigadier  General  Alexander  Smyth  to  HgjetQunmal 
Dearborn. 
Camp,  nbar  BirrPALO,  Oe^  30, 1812. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive,  to  day^ 
at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  your  letter  of  the  88th  ioat 

We  may,  in  a  few  days,  have  together  seventy 
boats,  that  would  carry  over  three  thonaaod  five 
hundred  men;  but  we  have  no  scows.  I  have 
set  all  the  carpenters,  and  some  citicens,  to  build- 
ing of  *scows^  We  want  toob  and  materials. 
The  Deputy  Cluarterm aster  gives  ir  as  his  opin- 
ion that  we  can  have  ten  scows  in  twenty  days. 

I  would  cross  in  three  days,  if  I  haci  the  means ; 
without  them,  it  would  be  injustice  to  the  nation 
and  myself  to  attcinpt  it.  I  must  not  be  defeated. 

The  New  York  Greens,  and  a  troop  of  volun- 
teer cavalry  have  arrived.  The  twentf-thml 
regiment,  the  Pennsylrania  volnntceri,airi  tlma 
from  Baltimore,  have  not  arrived. 

The  Deputy  Quartermaster  has  kongkt  oa 
checks  instead  of  money;  and  he  is  unable  to 
make  payments.  His  letter  to  the  dnartoffman^ 
ter  General  is  enclosed ;  and  I  request  that  mm- 
ner  may  be  sent  to  hkn  immediately. 

If  I  can  beat  the  enemy  on  the  pains  of  Wti^ 
and  take  tbat  place,  f  wiU  find  means  to^pev  to 
Fort  Gkorge,  whatever  may  become  of  the  bridge 
of  Chippewa. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect^ 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 
Brigaii&r  Gemrak 


No.  20. 

Colonel  WUUam  H.  Winder  to  Brigadier  Geseial 
Smyth. 

Forr  NtAOARA,  Oct.  30,  IBVk. 
Stfe :  Captain  Areheri  of  the  8d  artillery,  arrirei 
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al  tMs  post  this  morDiBg ;  lie  has  witli  bim  about 
mxij  men  and  two  six  poupders.  Hb  instruc- 
tions were  to  report  himself  to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Scott,  at  this  place. 

Unoer  the  circumstances,  I  haye  deemed  it  ad- 
visable  to  recommend  his  waiting  your  orders 
here ;  which  he  will  do.   I  send  this  by  an  express. 

In  a  letter,  which  I  addressed  you  by  Mr. 
Sttchet,  I  suggested  the  propriety  of  retaining 
ten  or  twelve  boats  on  this  end  of  the  line ;  a 
knowledge  of  your  wishes  on  this  subject  might 
prevent  the  labor  and  trouble  of  bringing  them 
twck  from  Sehlosser. 

The  movement  of  troops  and  boau  from  this 
ead  of  the  line  has  occasioned  a  considerable 
tAovemeat  of  aaen,  from  the  other  side  of  the 
river,  towards  Erie.  They  have  beeu  principally, 
if  not  altogether,  militia.  The  number  expected, 
bf  the  cavalry  stationed  between  this  and  Lewis, 
as  passing  up,  are  from  four  to  Ayb  hundred. 

This  morning  the  armed  ship  Barl  Moira  has  ar- 
rived, accompanied  by  a  small  unarmed  schooner, 
liaTiiig  a  number  of  men  on  her  deck ;  but  how 
many  there  are  cannot  yet  be  ascertained,  as  they 
have  not  landed. 

I  shall  gather  all  the  force  I  can,  and  narade 
ckem  near  here  to-morrow ;  my  object  will  be  to 
prevent  the  accumulation  of  force  against  your 
end  of  the  line,  by  making  a  display  here ;  should 
your  movements  render  it  necessary.  I  can  send 
tkem  on  to  that  end  of  the  line  by  a  fleet. 

Should  not  Captain  Archer  be  necessary  to  you 
ka  will  be  of  important  service  here. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  WINDER, 
Cohnd  CkMnnuMndmg. 

Brig^  Qtn.  Alixandbb,  Sbctth, 

Camfnandi$tg  Oenire  Army, 


No.  21. 

Ooknttl  William  H.  Windmr  to  Brigadier  General 
Alexander  Smyth. 

Fort  Niagara^  libvember  3, 1812. 

Sir:  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity,  by 
Lieutenant  Totten,  of  the  Engineers,  to  Write  Vou. 
Tou  Will  find  him  a  useful  and  valuable  officer 
fn  his  professional  line,  and  an  estimable  private 
man. 

I  shall  send  the  clothing  for  the  fif\h,  which  is 
one  barrel  only,  and  a  quantity  of  stockings,  by 
ttvartaniiaster  Allison.  I  also  aaeloee  you  a  re- 
t«ra  of  clothing  at  this  place,  made  to  me  by 
Captain  Leonard.  This  list  is  exclusive  of  twenty- 
three  tierces,  sent  on  to  the  fourteenth,  which  con* 
tain  coats,  pantaloons,  and  vasts,  only  of  winter 
elothinff. 

Another  vessel  arrived  at  Fort  George  yester- 
day^  ev«niiig.  It  was  near  dark,  and  no  accumte 
observations  could  be  made  froin  here.  Captain 
Archer  was  at  the  Salt  battery,  directly  opposite 
P<wt  Georjge,  and  will  be  able  to  inform  you 
more  particularly ;  I  have  not  seen  him.  It  is 
said  that  a  body  of  Indians  landed  from  her,  say 
one  hundred.  Every  one  of  their  brethren  that 
we  can  raiae  should  cross  to  meet  them.    I  sus- 


pect the  enemy  relies  very  much  upon  his  savage 
ally.  As  many  militia  riflemen  as  can  in  any 
sort  be  relied  on,  and  can  be  got  to  cross,  would 
be  important. 

Should  your  plans  permit  a  notice  of  twenty- 
four  hours  to  be  given  to  me  before  I  move  from 
here,  I  might  make  some  movements  to  draw 
thetn  toward  this  end  of  the  line.  By  selecting 
the  twilight,  of  morning  or  evening,  I  might  give 
my  force  the  appearance  of  a  thousand  men,  and 
make  some  indications  of  crossing. 

My  whole  force  is  applied  to  the  requisite  labor 
of  the  garrison  and  batteries.  I  shall  turn  to 
drilling  at  every  movement. 

I  am,  with  very  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WM.  H.  WINDER,  QOond. 

Brig  Gen.  Alexanoer  Smtth, 

Coittfiumdiiig  Centn  Army, 


Lieutenant  Colonel  Livingston  to  Oeneral  Alexander 
Sffijrth. 

Buffalo,  Nofv,  4, 1812. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  result  of 
my  inspection,  as  far  as  was  in  my  power,  of 
General  Miller's  brigade  of  militia,  and  the  or- 
ganization of  the  same,  as  contemplated  by  your 
order  or  the  S9th  ultimo.  I  regret  I  am  not  ena- 
bled to  make  a  favorable  report,  but  the  state  of 
the  brigade  is  such  as  to  be  little  better  than  an 
ttttdisoiplined  rabble,  and  it  may  be  a  question 
whether  they  are  not  of  more  disservice  than  of 
use ;  the  total  want  of  order  no  doubt  proceeds 
from  the  ignorabce  of  the  officers,  and  the  great 
fiMuiliarity  that  exists  between  them  and  their 
men ;  that  this  can  be  remedied,  perhaps  is  impos* 
sible,  while  such  materials  are  employed  for  offi- 
cers. I  have  endeatored  to  select  and  retain  in 
service  the  best,  and  such  as  I  am  told  wiU  not 
shrink  from  duty. 

After  waiting  two  days  for  the  different  re- 
toras,  I  found  it  impossible  to  obtain  them,  al- 
though I  applied  to  the  General  and  his  Brigade 
Major,  Whose  duty  I  presume  it  waa  to  famish 
them.  This  eircuflutance  prevents  my  giving  m 
statement  of  the  exact  number  of  men,  arms,  am- 
muaition,  4bc.  The  arms  in  use  are  good,  al- 
though not  kept  (with  a  few  exceptions)  in  sueh 
order  as  they  ought  to  be.  I  am  infonned  there 
are  about  seven  hundred  and  fifty  men,  of  which 
four  hundred  and  twenty  were  under  arms  on 
the  day  of  inspection.  Oh  Saturday  eveninflf  one 
hundred  deserted,  and  no  measures  taken  to  oring 
them  back ;  a  spirit  of  mutiny  stems  to  pervade 
the  camp. 

I  shall  leave  this  to-morrow  for  Geneva,  and 
will  take  charge  of  any  communication  for  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  or  any  other  you  may 
wish  to  forward. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.W.LIVINGSTON. 

General  Alexander  Smtth, 

Cvmm^g  U.  S.Armiy<m  the  N,  JFYcnHer. 
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No.  23. 
Ccptain  Benjamin  Wallace  to  Brigadier  General  Alex- 
ander  8my&. 
Camp,  near  the  Navy  Yard, 
below  Black  Rock  Nov.  5, 1812. 
Sir  :  If  Captain  Thomas  intends  that  the  boats 
and  scows  should  be  bailt  in  any  reasonable  time, 
he  ought  to  furnish  a  sufficient  quantity  of  tools 
for  the  men  under  my  command  to  work  with; 
at  present,  more  than  one-half  of  them  have  not 
proper  tools  to  work ;  ^  narrow  axes  are  much 
wanted ;  the  augers,  chisels,  saws,  iSm;.,  were  all 
to  be  put  in  order,  and  will  be  of  little  use  for 
some  days.    I  have  selected  three  meQ  to  build 
a  scow,  agreeably  to  my  own  directions,  and  to 
see  what  time  it  taket  to  makjB  one. 
I  am,  sir,  with  respect, 

BENJAMIN  WALLACE, 
Capt.  5th  United  Stated  Infantry. 
Brig.  Qen.  Alexander  Smttb. 

^  No.  24. 

Major  General  Dearborn  to  Brigadier  General  Smyth. 
Headquarters,  Greenbush, 

November  8,  1812. 

SiR.(  Your  letter  of  the  30th  was  duly  received. 
I  have  sent  an  additional  supply  of  cartridges  and 
stockings.  I  trust  the  Pennsylvania  militia  have 
joined  you.  I  have  sent  Colonel  Macomb,  with 
upwards  of  four  hundred  men,  to  co-operate  with 
Uommodore  Chauncey,  who  has  informed  me 
that  he  shall  be  ready  on  the  Idth  instant  to  look 
for  and  attack  the  British  force  on  Lake  Ontario, 
and  probably  attack  Kingston,  if  I  should  send 
him  a  body  of  troops  that  he  could  rely  on  to  aid 
him.  If  he  should  succeed,  I  have  requested  him 
to  send  a  part  of  his  force  to  Niagara  as  soon  as 
practicable.  I  hope  you  will  be  ready  to  strike 
as  soon  as  he  will.  A  movement  will  probably 
be  made  h)[  that  time  towards  Montreal ;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  I  trust  General  Harrison  will  be 
in  operation  at  Detroit.  The  campaign  may  still 
be  closed  with  success.  I  shall  set  off  this  day 
for  Lak9  Cbamplain.  If  you  succeed  at  Niagara, 
York  and  Kingston  will  demand  your  early  atten- 
tion. That  you  may  succeed,  and  cover  your* 
self  and  the  troops  under  your  command  with 
glory,  is  the  ardent  wish  of  your  friend  and  hum- 
ble servan^  H.  DEARBORN. 

Brigadier  General  Smttb. 

No..  25. 
Brigadier  General  Smyth  to  Major  General  Deaibom. 
Camp  near  Buffalo,  Nov.  9, 1812. 

Sir:  Colonel  McFeely  arrived  on  the  1st  inst. 
with  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  men  of  the 
22d.  Captain  Archer's  company  of  artillery  ar- 
rived on  the  4th  instant;  and  to-day  Col.  Brown, 
with  one  hundred  and  ninety  infantry ;  and  also 
the  light  artillery  arrived. 

I  have  sent  an  officer  to  meet  the  Pennsylva- 
nians.  He  had  gone  as  far  as  Erie,  when  I  last 
heard  of  him,  without  meeting  them.    They  are 


Toionteers  to  supply  that  State's  quota  of  militift. 
Can  they  be  forced  to  cross  the  linel  I  am  cold 
they  will  refuse. 

One  of  the  Aids  of  the  Governor  of  New  York 
has  been  at  Schlosser  inihe  capacity  of  Deputy 
Adjutant  General,  making  a  new  organization  of 
the  militia  there.  I  caused  them  to  encamp  by 
themselves — not  a  soldier  within  ten  miles  of 
them.  One  hundred  of  them  deserted  the  next 
night  after  the  Governor's  Aid  left  them. 

What  most  disturbs  me  is  the  ill  health  of  the 
troops.  The  measles  has  affected  many ;  and  tha 
want  of  salt  meat,  of  ovens,  and  exposure  to  cold — 
until  lately  without  winter  clothing — have  pro- 
duced dysentery  and  other  diseases.  Our  hospi- 
tals are  filled  with  sick  and  wounded,  and  new 
eases  of  diseases  are  occurring  daily. 

Colonel  Winder,  with  the  14th,  is  coming  to 
this  place  from  Niaga ra.  I  shall  trust  the  defence 
of  it  to  two  companies  of  artillery,  and  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  McFeely's  corps  of  infantry,  which 
will  march  to-morrow. 

The  contractors  have  failed  to  suppir,  and  I 
have  ordered  purchases  of  provisions  tor  Fart 
Niagara. 

Between  the  20th  and  30ch  instant  I  shall  be 
ready  to  cross  the  river  with  about  thirteen  hun- 
dred reffular  infantry,  three  hundred  artillery,  six 
hundred  volunteers,  and  seventy  cavalry — if  you 
will  allow  me  Captain  Morgan's  troop.  In  this 
estimate  is  not  included  the  Pennsylvania  and 
New  York  militia. 

Two  regiments  will  proceed,  on  to-morrow,  to 
commence  building  huts.  If  we  cannot  stay  on 
the  other  side,  we  shall  have  a  shelter  ready  for 
the  sick  and  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  highest 
esteem,  your  most  obedient, 

ALBX'R  SMYTH,  Brig.  &n. 

Major  General  Dbarbork. 

P.  S.— A  District  Paymaster,  with  money,  ia 
necessary.  The  volunteers  cannot  be  retainea  in 
service  unless  paid.  Lieutenant  Gansevoort,  of 
the  artillery,  wno,  states  that  he  was  appointed 
District  Paymaster^  was  ordered  to  Albany  more, 
than  three  weeks  smce  to  procure  funds.  I  have 
heard  that  he  is  sick.  Colonel  Brown's  regiment 
mutinied  at  Manlius  on  account  of  their  pay. 


No.  26. 


C^eneral  Smyth  conceives  the  following  iaeis 
should  be  known  and  considered  by  the  Secretarr 
of  War: 

1.  That  the  dth  regiment,  at  Utioa,  on  its  mareh, 
did  mutiny  for  want  of  their  pay. 

2.  That  the  23d  regiment,  at  Manlius,  did  mu- 
tiny on  account  of  their  pay,  which  is  still  doe. 

3.  That  a  company  or  volunteers,  at  Bnllalo, 
did  mutiny  on  account  of  their  pay  and  clothing.* 

4.  That  the  Captain  of  another  volunteer  com- 
pany, the  best  in  service,  has  stated  that  he  be* 
lieves  his  men  will  not  cross  into  Canada  witboot 
their  pay  and  allowance  for  elothiog.f 
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Manner  in  which  the  War  has  been  conducted. 


&  Thai  the  Deputy  QmrUrmaster  ststts  him- 
self to  be  without  mooey-. 

6.  That  there  is  no  District  Paymaster  at  Nia- 
gara supplied  with  money. 

7.  That  Colonel  Winder,  commanding  at  Fort 
Niagara,  reports^  ''  We  are  literally  starving  on 
this  end  of  the  hne  for  bread."  In  consequence 
of  which  the  Deputy  Quartermaster  has  been  or- 
dered to  purchase  provisions. 

8.  That  eighteen  hundred  Pennsylvania  vol- 
unteers will  arrive  next  week. 

9.  That  General  Smyth  will  be  ready  in  fifteen 
days  to  cross  into  Canada. 

No.  27. 
Speech  to  Indiam. 

Brothers  :  I  thank  you  for  the  tender  of  your 
services  in  the  defence  of  the  United  States,  which 
yon  hare  made,  and  in  their  nam%  accept  them, 
in  case  the  troops  and  the  Indians  of  the  British 
Bling  should  invade  the  United  States;  which  I 
expect  they  will  not  dare  to  attempt. 

It  is  the  desire  of  your  Great  Father,  the  Pres* 
ident,  that  you  should  take  no  part  in  the  war  be- 
tweeB  the  united  States  and  Great  Britain,  but 
remaia  at  peaee^  and  take  eare  of  your  wives  and 
children. 

The  British  nation  Is  not  able  to  maintain  the 
contest  ajs;ain8t  the  United  States  on  this  great 
island,  without  help.  They  ask  the  Indians  for 
help,  who  have  given  it,  and  will  be  ruined  by 
doing  so.  We  are  able  to  beat  the  British  with- 
out help.  And,  although  we  understand  that  you 
nn  willing  to  help  us  if  we  ask  it,  yet  we  do  not 
ask  it.  Tne  quarrel  is  ours,  and  not  yours ;  and 
we  Witt  fight  our  own  battles. 

Brothers :  Hold  fast  the  chain  of  friendship  be- 
tween voo  and  the  United  States,  who  are  great, 
powerful,  just,  and  good,  and  will  vanquish  all 
their  enemies,  and  protect  all  their  friends. 

No.  28. 
Colonel  Winder  to  Brigadier  Otneral  Smyth. 
Camp,  nbar  Navt  Yard,  Nov.  20, 1812. 
Sir:  lam  informed  that  blankeu  have  been 
sapplied  to  the  brigade  for  the  purpose  of  making 
gremt  coats.    They  are  certaraly  necessary,  or 
acme  rabstitote.    I  preiome  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble to  make  them  op  now,  before  a  movement 
13th  Co2r.  2d  Seas.— 79 


across  the  river  will  take  place.  I  am  informed 
that  a  quantity  of  great  coats  came  up  from  Nia- 
gara, and  I  believe  thev  will  never  be  better  dis- 
posed of  than  by  distributing  them  to  the  soldiers 
now.  The  enclosed  return,  handed  you  by  the 
duartermaster  of  the  14th,  will  supply  my  regi* 
ment,  with  what  I  have  alreadjr  bad  made.  I 
pray  you^  therefore,  if  you  deem  it  not  absolutely 
inadmissible,  to  order  the  issue  agreeably  to  the 
return. 

Should  you  not  feel  at  liberty  to  order  the  pea- 
coats  to  be  issued,  we  must  be  satisfied  with 
blankets,  and  do  the  best  we  can  under  existing 
circumstances ;  at  all  events,  as  many  s[reat  coats 
as  are  necessary  for  guard  duty  may  issue  as  m 
matter  of  course.  I  have  drawn  returns  for  either 
alternative,  which  the  Quartermaster  will  pre- 
sent you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  6lc, 

WM.  H.  WINDER, 
Colonel  lith  infantry,  U.  8.  A. 

Brig.  Gen.  A.  Smttb,  Commanding. 


No.  29. 
Brigadier  General  Sraytii  to  General  TannehHI. ' 

HsAOaUARTERS,  CaMP  NEAR  BuFFALO, 

iVbt^em6er21,1812. 
Sir  :  Will  you  be  (ileased  to  ascertain  whether 
there  are  any  companies  of  year  brigade  who  will 
refuse  to  serve  the  United  States  in  Canada. 

I  deem  it  essential  that  we  should  know  on 
whom  we  may  rely  with  confidence. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c. 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 

Bri§.  €kn.  Com^g. 

No.  30. 
Brigadier  General  Tannehill  to  General  Smyth. 
Camp,  Granger's  Farm,  Nov.  22, 1812. 
Sir  :  To  enable  me  to  answer  your  note  of  yes* 
terdajr,  I  convened  my  field  officers  in  camp.  The 
prevailing  opinion  appears  to  be  that,  if  an  effi- 
cient force  can  be  had  to  cross  into  Canada,  m 
very  general  embarcation  of  mf  bripde  may  be 
expected ;  if  on  the  contrary,  it  is  dimeuU  ior  me 
to  say  what  number  may  be  calculated  on* 
I  am,  with  sentiments  of  respect,  dbc. 

A.  TANNBHILU 
Brig.  Ckn.  Ut  brigade,  Pa.  vokmteen. 
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No.  31. 
Bekunofike  Offieen  and  PHvaiea  of  tU  First  Brigade  of  Pmfuylvania  Volunteers,  under  the  eomtnand  of 
Brigadier  General  Adameon  Tannekill,  toho  have  volunteered  to  erase  the  boundary  Urn  into  the  Provmee 
oflJpper  Canada,  to  assist  in  estahlinhing  the  American  standard  in  that  Province. 


Regiments. 


Cbmpftiiiee  mnd  parts 
of  oompanies. 


Officers. 


Number 
of  men. 


Remarks. 


Fint  regiment  rifle- 
men, commanded 
liy  Lieut.  Colonel 
Irwin. 


Second  regiment  ri- 
flemen, command- 
ed  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Piper. 


First  regiment  in- 
ftntry,  command- 
ed by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Snyder. 


Second  regiment 
of  infantry,  com- 
manded by  Lieu- 
tenant CoL  Pur- 
Tianee. 


Capt  Blue's 


Capt.  Dean's  - 
CaptAlter's  - 
Capt.  McGuire's 
Capt.  Long^s  - 
Capt  Hays  s  - 
Capt  O'Kes's  - 


Capt  Patterson's 
Capt  Thompson's 
Capt  Sparks's  - 
Capt  Vance's  -  - 
Capt  McGuire's  - 
Capt  Gibson's  • 
Capt  Road's    -    - 


Capt  Regis's  - 
Capt.  Cannon's 

Capt  Hunter's 


Capt  Harper's  n 
Capt  M'CUntock's 
Capt  Alexander's 


Capt  Cooper's 

Capt.  Lithgow's  < 
Capt  Turbitt's  - 
Capt  WithroVs' 

Do. 
Oapt  Heron's  • 
Capt.  Steuart's 
Capt  Brinker's 
Capt  Jordan's 
CaptStoiy's  - 


Captain,     lieuten- 
ant, and^ensign 


Captain  -    -    -    - 
Lieut  and  ensign 
Lieutenant  -    •    - 
Captain  -    .    -    - 
Lieutenant  -    «    - 


Captain 

Do! 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Captain,     lieuten- 
ant and  ensign  - 
Do.     -    -    -    - 
Do.     -    .    -    - 


Captain  • 


Captain  and  lieut. 
Rot.  Mr.  Jones. 


87 
1 
0 
8 
10 
22 
1 


79 


45 

89 

16 

25 

7 

1 

1 


133 


85 


29 

35 

25 

9 

1 
4 
4 
2 
7 
18 


129 


Unconditional. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Recapitulation^ 

1  lieutenant  colonel, 

2  majors, 
8  captains^ 

4  lieutenants, 
2  ensigns, 
1  surgeon, 
79  priyates, 


92 


Provided  they  are  offieored, 
fumiihed  in  dodikig,  arms, 
dec,  as  their  commmander 
may  think  neceesaiy. 

Heeapitulation. 
7  captains, 
183  priyates, 
1  lieutenant  colonel. 


UnconditionaL 

Proyided  they  go  under  their 

officers. 
Proyided  they  are  oommanded 

by  their  present  officers. 
UnconditionaL 
Do. 
Do.    • 


Unconditional. 

Do. 

Do. 
Under  their  own  officers. 
To  choose  hu  own  company. 
Unconditional. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Rect^ntulation* 

1  lieutenant  colonel, 

2  majors, 
5  captains, 

4  lieutenants, 

3  ensigns, 
1  chaplain, 

129  priyates, 


141 


145 


Total 


.  418 
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Manner  in  uMch  the  War  has  hem  conducted. 


No.  32. 

PaymtBter  Merchant  td  Brigadier  General  Smith. 
Albany,  November  23, 1812. 

Sir  :  Yesterday  I  received  your  letter  of  the 
10th  instant,  I  am  not  now,  but  dailjr  expect  to 
be,  in^possession  of  funds.  I  have  written,  about 
m  weelc  since,  to  Mr.  Brent,  the  Paymaster  at 
Washington,  for  funds.  Since  the  reception  of 
your  letter,  I  have  written  again,  stating  the  con- 
dition of  the  volunteers,  and  also  recommending 
that  paymasters  be  appointed  to  those  regiments 
that  are  without  them,  and  that  a  proportionate 
number  of  assistant  paymasters  be  appointed. 
By  this  means  the  regiments  and  detachments 
can  be  regularly  paid.  I  do  not  know  which  of 
the  regiments  along  the  frontiers  have  paymas- 
ters. To  those  regimen u  that  hare  not,  they 
will,  without  doubt,  be  appointed,  provided  prop- 
er persons  are  selected  and  named  to  the  Pay- 
laaater  at  Washington,  by  the  Coloneb  of  the 
respective  regiments.  In  a  letter  to  Lieutenant 
Ghmsevoort,  Assistant  Paymaster,  I  requested 
him  10  notify  to  the  regimental  paymasters,  to 
transmit  me  estimates  of  such  sums  as  would 
be  wanted  to  pay  off  their  respective  re^meats, 
and  that  he  would  himself  make  an  estimate  of 
money  that  would  be  required  to  pay  those  regi- 
menu  and  detachments  that  are  without  pay- 
maatefk.  I  trust,  sir,  that  some  speedy  and  em- 
cieot  provision  will  be  made  for  the  r^nkr  pay- 
ment of  the  troops  along  the  frontiers. 

I  am,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  respect,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

GBORQE  MERCHANT, 
District  Paymaster,  U.  8.  Army. 

Brigadier  General  A.  Smyth. 


No.  33. 


Baniu  op  Niagara,  8  o'clock  at  nigbt, 
JNovember  25, 1812. 
Colonel  Winder  will  pass  over  to  the  Canada 
shore,  with  the  troops  who  are  marched  from 
camp  this  evening^  and  superintend  the  attack  of 
the  enemy's  batteries  and  parties,  distributing  his 
force  in  ine  following  manner : 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Boerstler,  with  the  de- 
tachment of  the  14th  regiment,  will  attack  the 
Soard  at  the  hridf/B  opposite  the  upper  point  of 
Itaaberry  island.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Coles, 
-with  the  companies  of  Captain  Sangster,  Tajr- 
lor,  Myers,  and  the  company,  late  Branch's,  will 
lake  the  party  at  the  Red  House.  Major  Camp- 
bell, with  the  companies  of  Captains  Buckner, 
Morgan,  Stannard,  and  Page,  will  attack  the 
^ard  house,  opposite  the  lower  point  of  Squaw 
island.  Captain  King^  and  Lieutenant  Angus,  of 
the  navy,  (who  is  so  good  as  to  offer  his  services, 
and  those  oif  the  seamen  under  his  command,)  willj 
with  the  companies  of  Captains  Wool,  Sproul, 
aed  Martin,  attack  the  batteries  opposite  to  Black 
Rock.  Captain  Baokhead,  with  the  companies 
of  Captains  Brooks,  Whartenbv,  Chambers,  and 
Dorman,  will  attack  the  enemy's  batteries  oppo- 
aite  to  Fort  Qtbson, 


The  parties  will  support  each  other,  as  circum- 
stances may  require,  and  as  ColonelWinder  may 
order. 

The  enemy's  guns  are  to  be  spiked  and  dis- 
mounted; tfaie  bridge  rendered  impassable,  all 
boats  brought  ofi^  and  as  many  prisoners  as  pos- 
sible taken.  * 

Colonel  Winder  will  bring  off  his  detachment 
from  the  Canada  shore  bv  daylight  to*morrow. 
ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding. 


No.  34. 
Colonel  Winder  to  Brigadier  General  Smith. 
NOVBMBBB  25, 1812. 
Sib  :  The  indisposition  of  the  officers  to  cross 
is  such,  and  the  real  difficulties,  for  want  of  a 
little  preparatory  arrangement,  that  I  fear  the 
issue  will  be  disgraceful  and  fatal.    1  would  vien- 
ture  to  recommend  a  delay  of  the  expedition* 
Yours,  WM.  H.  WINDER, 

Colonel  Commanding, 

No.  35. 
Major  Campbell,  field  officer  of  the  day,  to  Brigadier 
General  Alexander  Smyth. 
Camp,  iiioh  Buffalo,  Nbw  Yobk, 
November  27, 1812. 

Major  Campbell,  field  officer  of  the  day,  re- 
ports to  Brigadier  General  Alexander  Smyth, 
commanding  the  United  States'  army  of  the  cen- 
tre, that  he  has  received  no  guard  report  from 
Captain  Mills,  commanding  the  guard. 

Although  it  may  not  be  strictly  within  the 
province  of  the  officer  of  the  day.  yet  he  has 
been  so  forcibly  struck  with  the  melancholv  and 
despondinff  sute  of  the  troops,  that  he  feels  it  a 
duty  which  he  owes  to  the  friendship  of  the  com- 
manding General  to  make  to  him  the  following 
statement: 

He  has  received  from  several  Captains  reporU 
or  statements  of  the  present  state  of  their  com- 
panies. 
Captain  Stannard  states  that  when  he  marched  to 

Lewistown,  he  had  -  -  -  -92 
Since  that  time,  he  has  lost  by  death        -  10 

Desertion-       - 2 

Sick 30 

—  42 

50 

Leaving  a  company  of  fi/iy  strong.  He  fur- 
ther states,  that  many  who  are  not  reported  sick, 
are  unfit  for  duty,  and  that  he  is  sure  he  will  not 
be  able  to  bring  into  the  field  mor^  than  thirty 
men. 

Captain  Taylor  reports  that  he  had  ninetjr-five 
men.    They  were  the  best  looking  men  in  the 
regiment,  except  Morgan's        •       -  05  men. 
He  has  sick   -----    47 

Deserted 2 

Absent  without  leave    -       -       •       1 
Unfit  for  service    -       -       -       -      2 
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Dead     .       . 
Waiters  sick 


3 

4 
—  59 


36  men. 


Five  of  whom  are  are  waiters,  and  two  of  the 
five  are  sick,  tearing  thirty-foar  men. 

Lieatenant  Payton  states  that  when  they  ar- 
rived at  the  present  encampment,  Captain  Branch 
had  eighty-seven  able  bodied  effective  men; 
now  they  have  only  thirty-eiefat,  and  six  waiters, 
making  forty-four.  Forty-three,  therefore,  are 
either  sick  or  dead. 

Captain  Morgan  arrived  here  with  ninety-nine 
healthy,  strong  men,  well  calculated  for  fatigue. 

Since  which  have  died       ....    4 

Siek 29 

Leaving  sixty-seven  for  duty.  But  such  is  the 
sitoatlofi  of  those  reported  for  dutv.  that  he  does 
not  calculate  on  marching  more  tnan  fiftv  men. 

Captain  Sanffster's  company  is  the  most  healthy. 
He  will  probabiv  march  seventy  or  eighty  men. 
Captain  Pag;e  about  thirty.  Our  regiment  will, 
then,  when  in  the  field,  be  about  two  hundred 
and  sixty-four  strong.  From  the  Information  of 
the  Surgeon,  I  am  well  persuaded  none  of  those 
reported  sick  will  be  able  to  march. 

The  Surgeon  has  now  in  the  hospital  tents  at 
camp,  about  forty  men,  most  of  whom  he  is  ap- 
prehensive will  nor  survive.  The  balance  of  the 
sick  he  is  obliged  to  permit  to  remain  in  their 
tents,  having  no  room  ror  them.  Some  have  the 
measles,  others  a  fever,  which  is  becoming  every 
day  more  alarming.  - 

The  field  officer  of  the  day  has  also  taken  a 
view  of  the  hospital  tent  of  the  13th  regiment. 
Five  men  were  lying  there  dead.  He  was  told 
they  had  been  dead  for  twenty-four  hours,  and 
were  not  buried  for  want  of  coffins.  The  sides 
of  the  tent  had  been  forced  open  by  the  wind|  and 
the  sick  men  were  exposed  to  the  weather.  He 
made  Inquiries  as  to  the  state  of  the  companies, 
and  found  them  more  distressing  than  those  of 
the  12th  regiment.  . 

The  field  officer  of  the  day  begs  leave  to  assure 
the  General  that  he  has  no  view  of  paralyzing 
the  operations  of  the  army,  by  making  this  report 
at  this  important  period.  He  will  only  say,  tnat, 
on  this  and  every  other  occasion  he  will  perform 
his  duty. 

DAVID  CAMPBELL, 

Mijar  12th  htfantry^  fc. 

No.  36. 

HajLDdUABTBRS,  CaMP  NBAR  BUFFALO, 

Nimmber  27, 1812. 

The  men  for  service  in  this  camp,  and  those  in 
the  vicinity,  will  cook  to-day  two  days'  provision, 
and  have  it  in  their  haversacks  at  retreat. 

At  reveillee  to-morrow,  every  soldier  wUl  put 
on  his  knapsack,  shoulder  his  musket,  and,  pre- 


pared for  battle,  with  flints  and  cartridges,  will 
march  to  the  navy  yard,  on  his  way-  to  Canada. 

The  boats  will  be  ready  for  the  embarcatlon. 

The  tents  and  sick  will  be  left  under  the  care 
of  guards  of  invalids,  until  a  convenient  time. 

Friends  of  your  country  I  Ye  who  have  ^  the 
will  to  do,  the  heart  to  dare,''  the  moment  ye 
have  wished  for  has  arrived.  Think  on  y-oor 
country's  honors  torn;  her  rights  trampled  on; 
her  sons  enslaved;  her  infants  perishing  by  the 
hatchet.  Be  strong!  Be  brave  I  And  let  the 
ruffian  power  of  the  British  King  cease  on  this 
continent.  ALEX.  SMYTH, 

Brigadier  Oeneral,  commanding. 


No.  37. 


Brifsdiar  Genial  Smyth  to  CoImmI  Winder. 
NOVBMBBS  27,  1812. 

Sir  :  Captain  King  will  communicate  tke  order 
for  to-morrow.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Boeratler, 
with  the  men  fit  for  service  of  your  regiateot, 
will  attack  the  guard  at  the  bridge,  take  it,  demol- 
ish the  bridge,  bring  off  or  dismount  any  Ugki 
artillery  found,  kill  the  horses,  take  the  boats, 
and  return  to  our  shore. 

The  Lieutenant  Colonel,  with  bis  party,  bavioc 
done  what  is  directed  at  the  bridge,  may  proceM 
up  the  coast,  his  boats  ascending  the  riTer.  to  the 
Red  House  to  support  Captain  King  ana  Lie»- 
tenant«Ang:us,  or  act  according  to  cireamstanees. 

It  is  not  intended  to  keep  possession.  That  is 
not  to  be  attempted. 

You  will  remain  on  the  bank  and  give  direc- 
tions. 

Let  the  wounded  be  hid  from  the  public  eye 
to-morrow. 

Let  a  bright  look-out  be  ^pt  to-day,  and  allow 
no  one  to  pass  the  bridge  of  Conajoquaty,  towards 
Tonawanta,  except  an  officer  of  the  army. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedrent  servant, 
ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 
Brigadier  Cfeneral  commanding. 


Copy  of  an  order  from  Brigadier  General  Alexander 

Smyth  to  Captain  King  and  Lieutenant  Angus. 
Hbaduuartebs,  No9,  27, 1812. 

The  detachment  under  Capuin  King  and  Lle«- 
tenant  Angus  will  go  against  the  enemy's  ' 
rice  to-night,  and  render  them  nacleas. 

It  is  not  intended  they  abmiU  keep  poeae 
but  they  will  return  immediately,  bmfifig  «ff 
some  prisoners,  and  taking  or  dettroyiag  aomc 
light  artillery,  and  killing  the  horses,  if  poeaibk. 

It  is  desirable  the  movement  of  ibe  detadnoesc, 
and  that  nader  Lieutenant  Colonel  Boerstlcr, 
should  be  so  timed  that  they  might  arrive  at  the 
same  instant.  ALEX.  SMYTH, 

Brigadier  General  commanding. 

No.  38. 
Capt.  Wm.  King  to  Brigadier  General  Alex.  ^myik. 
FoBT  QaoRoi,  Nov.  28, 1812. 
Dear  Qeneral  :  At  the  very  moment  that  the 
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botts  (probably  coming  to  my  rdieQ  made  their 
appearanee  yesterday  morniDg,  Major  Ormsby, 
at  tbe  bead  of  the  British  army,  arrired.  and 
halted  in  front  of  the  bouse  into  which  I  had 
tnrown  mywlf,  with  an  intention  to  defend  it 
against  any  force  not  greatly  superior;  but,  against 
the  troops  under  his  command,  it  would  have  been 
folly  to  resist,  and  I  surrendered  myself  and  thirty 
men  prisoners. 

To  Captains  Morgan  and  Sprool,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Houston^  (the  only  three  officers  who  re- 
mained with  me  J  1  refer  you  for  an  account  of 
my  conduct  in  the  attempt  on  the  batteries^  as 
also  of  tbe  partial  success  of  the  enterprise,  which, 
when  you  receive,  and  take  into  consideration 
that  the  boats  had  carried  off  the  implements  for 
spiking  the  cannon  and  destroying  the  gun  car- 
nages, I  flatter  myself  you  will  be  convinced  I 
did  my  duty  as  far  as  circumstances  rendered  it 
possible. 

May  I  flatter  myself  you  will  eichange  the 
prisoners  of  the  forty*ninth  I  sent  over,  and  which 
exceeds  in  number  those  taken  with  me,  for  the 
men  now  here,  the  names  of  which  I  enclose  you. 
For  myself,  I  am  less  interested ;  but  could  I  be 
exchanged  for  the  surgeon  I  sent  over,  it  would 
be  highly  gratifying. 

By  releasing  my  prisoners,  I  could  have  made 
my  escape  with  all  my  men ;  but  I  deemed  the 
measure  I  pursued  more  honorable,  and,  therefore, 
adopted  it,  and  flatter  myself  it  meets  your  ap- 
probation. 

I  received  a  shot  in  the  foot  at  the  Red  House. 
The  wound  itself  is  trifling,  but  having  been 
obliged  to  march  the  greater  part  of  the  way 
from  where  I  was  taken  to  Chippewa,  it  caused 
conaiderable  swelling,  and  to-aay  is  painful.  I 
received  a  scratch  on  the  cheek,  but  fear  it  is  not 
even  deep  enough  to  leave  a  scar. 

A  trip  to  duebec,  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
under  anv  circumstances,  would  be  extremely 
disagreeable^  but  particularly  as  a  prisoner  of  war; 
therefore,  if  possible,  negotiate  my  exchange; 
but  whatever  you  may  do,  my  dear  sir,  let  the 
men  taken  with  me  be  released. 

Should  any  letters  come  for  me,  under  cover  to 
jou,  please  keep  them  until  you  know  what  is  to 
oe  my  fate. 

I  am  treated  with  a  degree  of  politeness  that 
entitles  tbe  officers  of  this  garrison  to  my  warm- 
est  gratitude. 

With  hi^h  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  KING, 

Coptotn  5th  Infantry. 

General  Smttb, 

Commanding  tJte  Army  qfthe  Centre. 


No.  39. 

Will  Colonel  Parker  be  so  obliging  as  to  state 
the  number  of  the  force  shown  by  the  enemy  on 
Snterday? 

It  is  impossible  for  Colonel  Parker  to  state  the 
force  of  the  enemy  opposite  the  troops  on  Satur- 


day ;  but  he  supposes  there  were  not  less  than  five 
or  six  hundred. 


No.  40. 


Brigadier  General  Alexander  Smyth  to  the  Command- 
ing Officer  at  Fort  Erie. 

,        November  28, 18]  2. 
Sib:  You  have  seen  a  part  of  the  hourly  in- 
creasing  force  under  my  command.    I  propose  to 
you  the  surrender  of  Fort  Brie,  to  spare  the  effu- 
sion of  blood. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  assure  you  that  the 
devastations  you  have  witnessed  have  been  com- 
mitted by  some  sailors,  not  under  my  authority^ 
and  much  against  my  will. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 
Brigadier  OeneraL 

P.  S.    I  request  that  Captain  King  may  b6 
sent  over  on  his  parole,  according  to  treaty. 
The  Commanding  Officer  at  Fort  Erie. 


No.  4L 
Brigadier  General  Tannehill  to  Brigadier  General 
Smyth. 
Buffalo,  November  30, 1812. 
Sir:  I  am  just  informed  by  Major  Mowry 
that  yon  were  told  that  I  did  not  communicate 
youT  orders  of  yesterday  to  my  brigade.    Imme- 
diately after  receiving  them  I  baa  directed  my 
Brigade  Major  to  take  them  to  camp^  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  brigade,  but,  in  a  (ew  minutes 
after  I  gave  this  order,  several  of  the  field  officen 
who  had  been  ordered  to  command  the  men  who 
had  volunteered  to  cross  into  Canada,  came  into 
my  quarters,  who  each,  individually,  read  the 
orders.    I  ordered  one  of  the  field  officers  to  the 
navy  yard,  to  carry  that  part  of  your  orders  re- 
specting tne  boats,  into  effect.    I  beg  leave  to 
refer  you  to  Major  Douglass  for  a  more  minute 
detail. 
I  am,  with  due  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
A.  TANNEHILL, 
Brigadier  GeneraL 
Brig.  Gen.  Smyth. 

No.  42. 

HEAOaDARTBRS,  BlACK  RoCK, 

November  30, 1812. 
The  Deputy  Q^uartermaster  will  have  four  days' 
provisions  for  2,500  men  at  the  navy  ^^rd,  this 
evening,  by  foui^  o'clock.    The  liquor  is  not  to 
be  omitted. 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 
Brigadier  General  commanding, 

Monday,  Nov.  30, 104  il.  M. 
The  contractor  shall  be  called  on.    Transpor- 
tation is  in  readiness.    No  delay. 

JAMES  THOMAS, 
DepiOy  Qtuirtermoiter. 
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No.  43. 

HEADaUARTERS,  BlAOK  RoOK, 

November  30, 1812. 
The  camp  at  the  [plains  near  Mr.  Granger's 
will  be  broken.    The  sick  and  the  camp  equipage 
will  be  removed  to  Buffalo. 

The  Deputy  Ctuartermaster  is  charged  with 
the  execution  of  this  order,  and  to  provide  quar- 
ters for  the  sick,  whatever  may  be  tne  expense. 
ALEXANDER  SMYTH. 
Brigadier  General  commanding. 

No.  44. 

Colonel  Schuyler  to  General  Smyth. 

Camp  near  Buffalo,  Dec.  1, 1812. 

Sib  :  In  conformity  with  your  desire,  commu- 
nicated to  me  by  the  Brigade  Major,  I  have  the 
bojDor  to  state  that  I  was  not  able  yesterday  morn- 
ing to  parade  more  than  two  hundred  and  fiAy 
men,  exclusive  of  twenty-one  men  detailed  the 


preceding  night  for  guards  The  number  marehad 
to  the  river  was  two  hundred  and  seventy-one. 

I  am, sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
P.  P.  SCHUYLER, 

Gen.  Smtth.  Co^on^^  13IA  fnptry. 


No:  45. 


Camp  near  Buffalo,  Dee.  2,  1812. 
There  were  marched  from  this  encampmenti 
on  the  morning  of  the  30th  November,  1812,  to 
the  river  Niagara,  the  following  force,  belonging 
to  the  consolidated  12th  and  20th  of  United  Stater 
infantry,  viz : 

1  Colonel,  1  Lieutenant  Colonel,  1  Major,  1 
Adjutant,  1  Surgeon,  4  Captains,  3  First  Lieu- 
tenanu,  6  Second  Lieutenants^  Ensigns,  12  Ser- 
geants, 21  Corporals,  and  181  Privates. 
THOMAS  PARKER, 

CoUmd  12t4  U.  S.  Infantry. 
Robert  Q.  Kite, 

Adjutant  I2th  and  2Mh  h^fanirp. 
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No.  46. 
Return  of  Troope  of  Fourteenth  Regiment^  embarked  on  %Wh  November,  1812. 
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FovBTBXVTH  RBoiBaNT.— Norember  29. 

-  Konft                 ditto       .... 
«      SoUivMi's            ditto       -        -        .       - 

-  Lane's                ditto       -       -       -       . 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

I 
1 

1 
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8 
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1 
8 

6 
2 

2 

4 

68 
28 
42 
60 

4 

2  . 

2 

9 

18 

188 

221 

TwBimr-THnu)  Rboixbvt. 

CapUin  Armstrong'B  CompBiiT     -       -       -       . 

^r^liill.'               ditto         .       .       •       . 

<«      Yin  Vocbton't  ditto         .       .       .       . 

1 
1 
1 
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1 
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1 

8 
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24 
21 
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8 

- 

1 
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11 

66 

79 

FovBTiiVTB  RBoixivT^-Deoember  1. 
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6 
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46 
20 
24 
82 

«      KoDf  •                ditto       .       .       .       - 
«      SolliTBii's            ditto       .       n       •       - 

**        Laba's                      MttA         .... 
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10 

122 

145 

TwBlTTT-TUmO  RBttlXBirT. 

CftpUin  AmutroBg'f  ComptiiT     .       .       .       . 

**       MillB*                  ditto           .... 
**      Van  Yediton't  ditto         .       .       .       . 
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28 
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1 
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68 

82 

BECAPITULATION. 

Nofcoiber  29, 1812^-Foiirto6ntli  Regiment t%i 

Twenty-third  Regiment 79 

Total  offioen  and  men       -       .       .       .       .  300 

Deeember  1»  1812.— Fonrteenth  Regiment 145 

Twenty-thirdRepment 82 

Total  offleeii  and  men 887 

CEAB.  O.  B0BR8TLER,  Lieut.  Cot.  lUk  Mfimtr^. 
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No.  49. 

A  Return  of  Men  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  McClure^ulho  were  embarked  an  Tues- 
day^ December  1. 1812. 

Captain  Allison.— One  lieatenaot,  thirty-nine  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates.    To- 
tal, 40. 

Captain  Moore.— One  captain,  one  first  lieutenant,  one  second  lieutenant,  one  ensign  ninety-three 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates.    Total,  97.  ' 

Captain  Mahar.-*One  captain,  one  first  lieutenant,  one  second  lieutenant,  one  ensign  forty  non- 
commissioned  officers  and  privates.    Total,  44.  ' 

Captain  Richardson. — Absent,  and  all  his  men. 

Captain  Tate. — One  captain,  one  lieutenant,  six  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates     To- 
tal, 8. 

Captain  Walker. — One  lieutenant  and  two  privates.    Total  3. 

Captoin  Powers.— Not  eiAbarked ;  he,  in  a  short  time  after,  returned  for  the  purpose  of  em- 
barking. 

Captain  DiUan. — Not  embarked. 

Captain  Collins.— One  captain,  one  lieutepant,  one  ensign,  forty-seven  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  ]^rivates.    Total  50. 

Captain  Philips.— One  captain,  one  lieutenant,  one  ensign,  thirty-seven  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers and  ])rivate8.    Total,  40. 

Captain  Marshall.— One  captain,  one  lieutenant,  twelve  non* commissioned  officers  and  privates. 
Total,  14. 

Total,    20  commissioned  officers, 

276  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates. 

There  are  now  a  great  number  of  men  sick  and  unfit  for  duty. 

FRANCIS  McCLURE, 
Ueutenam  Ck>lcnel  United  States'  Volunteers. 
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No.  61. 

Lievtenant  Cokmel  McFeelj  to  General  Smyth. 
FoB*t  Niagara,  Dec.  1, 1812. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  by  EDsigo 
Calverson  of  my  reffiment,  (who  takes  charge  of 
six  deserters,  arrived  here  this  morning  from  the 
Canada  side,  near  the  Thirty  Mile  creek,)  of  the 
situation  of  the  for<;e  here. 

By  the  different  reports  of  this  morning,  com- 
pared with  those  of  several  mornings  tack,  I  find 
that  there  has  crept  into  this  garrison  a  dreadful 
contagion,  which,  on  an  average,  carries  off  be- 
tween three  and  five  each  dav. 

I  have,  dbc.  QEU.  McFEELY, 

Lieut.  Col.  22d  Infantry. 

No.  52. 
Colonel  Winder  to  General  Smyth. 
Camp  Canajoquatt  Creek, 

December  2, 1812. 

^ir  :  I  have  understood  that  the  12th  and  20th 
regiments  have  obtained  permission  to  retire  to 
the  interior,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  their 
quarters  for  the  Winter.  If  a  permission  of  that 
kind  can  be  granted  to  any  of  the  corps,  I  pray 
yoa  to  extend  that  indul^nce  to  the  14th.  Thev 
have  encountered  a  series  of  fatigue  and  hard- 
ship, so  greatly  beyond  that  of  any  other  corps, 
that  they  not  only  have  a  claim  to  be  relieved, 
bat  the  last  eiffht  or  ten  days  have  so  shaUered 
the  regiment,  both  officers  and  men,  that  repose 
and  comfort  are  absolutelv  necessary  to  them. 

With  respect  to  myself,  if  you  should  deem 
my  services  of  importance,  anywhere,  I  shall 
most  cheerfully  yield  them ;  but  I  beseech  yoa  to 
permit  the  balance  of  the  regiment  to  retire  to  the 
interior,  where  vegetables  and  other  food  suited 
to  recruit  them  can  be  procured. 

I  was  extremely  anxious  to  visit  home  this 
Winter,  to  have  completed  the  adjustment  of  ray 

Srivate  afiairs,  upon  which,  in  the  event  of  my 
eatb,  a  family  will  depend  for  a  very  slender 
pittanee.  But  if  objects  of  public  service  can  be 
more  effectually  accomplished  by  my  remaining 
here,  in  your  judgment,  I  shall  with  the  utmost 
*  ebeerfuiness  devote  myself  to  the  accomplishment 
of  your  wishes. 

What  order  will  be  taken  with  the  23d  ?  I  have 
only  understood  that  they  were  connected  with 
my  command  in  the  field. 

1  called  at  Ckoeral  Tannehiil's  quarters  af^er  I 
saw  you,  but  he  was  sick  in  bed,  and  no  meeting 
had  or  was  to  take  place  so  far  as  I  could  hear. 
I  am,  ^bc  WM.  H.  WINDER, 

Ckdanel  Hth  htfamtr^^ 
Brig.  Gen.  Albz'r  Shttb, 

Ckmiimanding  Centre  Army, 

No.  53. 
Brigadier  General  Tannehill  to  Brigadier  General 
Smyth. 
At  Mr.  Watsoh'b,  Buffalo,  Dee.  7, 1812. 
8ia :  I  feel  happy  to  inform  you  that  my  health 


is  greatly  restored,  although  not  sufficiently  so  as 
to  venture  ranch  out  of  my  quarters.  Major 
Douglass  waits  on  you  with  an  inspection  return 
of  my  late  brigade;  respectable  a  few  days  since, 
but  now  reduced  by  some  unaccountable  fatality 
to  less  than  a  single  regiment.  You  will  discover, 
from  the  return,  that  the  officers,  as  well  as  the 
privates,  are  infected  with  the  same  dishonorable 
contagion — desertion.  I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  ex- 
press ray  feelings  on  the  present  state  of  our  lit- 
tle army. 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what  can,  or  ouffht  to 
be  done  with  the  brigade  staff,  field  ana  regi- 
mental staff,  and  company  officers,  who  have  be- 
come supernumerary.  I  await  yout  special  orders 
how  I  am  to  act  oa  the  occasion  generally.  The 
expenses  have  been  too  great  already,  wilboot 
any  public  benefits  arising,  and  to  hold  them 
longer  would  only  be  an  accumulation  of  the 
same  evil.    I  am,  with  due  respect,  dbc. 

A.  TANNEHILL,  Brig.  Gen. 


No.  54. 


HsAoa'Rs,  Cantomm't  Williamsvillb, 

December  8, 1812. 

By  a  return  of  the  brigade  of  General  Tanne- 
hill, of  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  it  appears  that  five 
captains,  four  lieutenants,  eleven  ensigns,  eighty- 
three  sergeants,  eighty-nine  corporals^  twenty-five 
musicians,  and  nine  hundred  and  thirty  privates, 
had  revolted  and  deserted,  leaving  for  duty  only 
two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  privates. 

In  consequence  thereof,  General  Tannehill  will 
be  pleased  to  organize  the.  remaining  non-com- 
missioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  into  a 
battalion,  under  tne  command  of  Major  Harriett 

A  furlough  for  the  residue  of  the  time  for  which 
he  has  been  called  into  service  is  granted  to  Brig- 
adier General  Tannehill  and  his  brigade  staff 

A  furlouffh  for  the  residue  of  this  month  is 
granted  to  the  field  officers  of  General  Tannehiil's 
brigade,  except  Major  Harriett ;  from  the  expira- 
tion of  which  furlough  they  shall  be  considered 
as  discharged  the  service  of  the  United  States* 
HAROLD  SMYTH, 
Lieut.  3d  artillery  and  A^  D.  C. 

No.  55. 
Probable  situation  of  troopa  daring  the  Winter,  1819, 
on  the  Niagara  frontier,  liable  to  vary  by  disehaiges, 
arrivalii  and  movements. 
Buffiilo,  about 


Black  itock,  about  - 
Williamsvilie,  about 
Fort  Niagara,  about 
Fort  Grey,  unknown 


Total 


600 

400 

1,300 

300 

2,600 


No.  56. 

Brigadier  General  Alexander  Smyth  to  the  Secntary 

of  War. 

Wttrb  CouBT-Houti,  Fhb.  3, 1813. 
Sir:  I  received  from  General  Dearborn  leave 
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Manmer  in  which  ^  War  has  ban  condMcted. 


of  absence  from  the  array  for  seFenty-fire  daysj 
and  an  order  to  report  myself  at  the  ezpiratton  of 
that  time  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  I  left  the 
army  on  the  17th  December,  and  the  term  will 
expire  on  the  Ist  of  March.  I  have  thought  proper 
to  inform  you,  that  an  order  directed  to  this  place 
will  find  me,  and  will  be  obeyed  at  any  time. 

Althou|[h  I  ha?e  devoted  myself  to  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  all  my  official  actsJiave 
proceeded  from  an  ardent  wish  to  serve  them 
faithfully,  yet,  not  having  hitherto  succeeded,  I 
would  prefer  not  to  appear  at  Washington  until 
I  can  deserve  the  applause  of  my  superiors. 

I  earnestly  request  that  I  may  have  the  same 
command,  duving  the  ensuing  campaign,  I  had 
last  Autumn. 

If  you  deem  necessary  an  inquiry  into  the 
charges  made  against  me,  of  misconduct  on  the 
28th  r^ovember  and  1st  December  last,  I  pray  that 
it  n^ay  be  made,  and  the  facts  reported. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d&c. 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 

Brigadier  General. 

Hon.  Gkn.  Armstrong. 


No.  67. 

Brigadier  General  Alexander  Smyth  to  the  Becretaiy 
of  War. 
Wythe,  May  11, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  considered  as  trou- 
blesome, in  requesting  that  you  will  cause  an 
answer  to  be  given  to  the  inquiry,  whether  I  am 
now  considered  as  an  officer  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  or  not? 

There  may,  I  conceive,  be  several  construc- 
tions of  the  law  of  the  last  session,  relative  to  the 
General  staff  of  the  arniy,a8  it  may  affect  myseli. 
1.  That  I  continue  a  Brigadier  General  of  the 
line.  2.  That  I  am  an  Inspector  Gkneral,  with 
reduced  rank.  3.  That  mv  appointment  was  a 
mere  staff  appointment,  the  rank  only  brevet 
rank,  and.  consequently,  my  commission  as  a 
Colonel  or  the  army  unaffected.  4.  That  my  ap- 
pointment,  althou(;h  a  mere  staff  appointment, 
vacated  my  commission  as  a  Colonel  in  the  line, 
and  that,  by  the  late  act,  I  have  been  legislateu 
out  of  office. 

Rank  in  the  army,  I  conceive,  is  either — 1.  Rank 
in  the  line ;  2.  Brevet  rank,  or  rank  in  the  staff. 
All  rank  that  confers  command  is  rank  in  the  line. 
A  proinotion  in  the  suff  does  not  take  away  rank 
in  the  line.  A  promotion  that  takes  away  rank 
in  the  line  must  confer  rank  in  the  line.  An  offi- 
cer commissioned  with  the  rank  of  a  Briffadier 
General,  is  an  officer  in  the  line.  General  €^ne, 
Quartermaster  General,  commanded  as  an  officer 
of  the  line.  General  Steuben,  Inspector  General, 
did  also.  General  Hamilton,  Inspector  General, 
commanded  the  whole  army. 

The  late  act  relative  to  the  army  staff  eznresslv 
piovidea  that  the  dQartarmaaier  Gaatral  ahaU 
have  only  brevet  rank«  It  has  the  expression, 
<<  as  heretofore;"  but  this  can  have  ao  retrospect^ 
ive  operation.    It  cannot  make  the  rank  held  by 


General  Hamilton  mere  brevet  rank.     I  have 
commanded,  and  been  fully  recognised  b^  oay  so- 
periors  as  an  officer  in  thetline.    (See  sixty-sec- 
ond article  Rules  and  Articles  of  War.) 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH. 
Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Sec^ry  of  War. 


No.  58. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Robert  Smith,  printer,  of 
Pittsburg,  to  General  Smyth,  dated 

April  3,  1813. 
*^  There  is  a  number  of  cases  combined  against 
you,  I  am  satisfied,  that  prevented  you  from  act- 
ing. 1st.  The  season  was  gone  to,  in  the  Win- 
ter. Had  you  have  gone  over  you  must  have 
been  defeated.  They  had  collected  all  their  force 
at  this  point;  was  stronger  than  you  coald  have 
calculated.  You  have  done  better  by  acting  the 
part — saving  the  troops  for  the  Summer  cam- 

Eaign.    One  thin^,  they  and  the  officers  will  be 
etter  trained;  will  act  better  with  raw  croope, 
who  come  forward  the  present  Summer." 


No.  59. 
Certificate  of  Lieutenant  John  G.  Camp. 

I  do  certify  that,  for  several  days  together,  I 
was  unable  to  procure  either  flour  or- whiskey 
from  the  contractor,  and  from  the  25ih  October 
till  15th  December,  I  was  unable  to  procure  salt 
meat  more  than  once  or  twice,  notwithstanding 
a  general  order  requiring  salt  protisiom  three 
days  in  a  week.  Soap,  Ihe  contractor  has  been 
very  deficient  in«  so  much  that  there  has  been  up- 
wards of  three  hundred  pounds  due  to  the  IM 
and  30th  infantry  at  a  time,  not  being  able  to  get 
it.  The  kidney  and  suet  has  almost  invariaUy 
been  taken  out  before  the  beef  was  issued,  and  in 
no  one  instance  have  I  been  able  to  procure  any  vin- 
egar in  kind.  In  a«word,  the  contractor  has  never 
issued  a  complete  ration  to  the  12th  or  l^th  regi- 
ment since  the  25th  December ;  from  which  time 
I  have  been  acting  a  Quartermaster. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Williamsville,  cfats 
1st  February,  1813. 

JOHN  Q.  CAMP, 

F\r8t  Lieutenant^  ^c 

No.  60. 
Copies,  extracts,  end  aenoraftdiims,  ^siative  to  ttie 
purdkaae  of  provisiMuu 
Oet^^er  d4lA«^Required  of  the  contractor  a  de» 
posite  of  two  months'  provisions  (besides  the 
current  isaues)  for  three  thousand  men,  at  or 
within  a  mile  of  the  encaapme&t  at  Mr.  Ghan- 

fer's;  and  of  two  months'  provisioM  for  ive 
undred  men  (besides  the  current  issues)  at  Fort 
Niagara.  To  be  done  without  the  delay  of  a 
moment. 

CoL  Winder  to  Gen.  Smyth,  7th  November,  lais. 
"  We  are  UteiallT  starving  oa  this  ead  of  the 
line  for  bread,  and,  uolesa  the  aapply  is 
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abundant,  the  eontraetors  will  be  answerable  for 
oonseqoencet  more  fatal  to  their  country  than 
treason." 

November  8<A.— Notified  General  P.  B.  Porter, 
of  the  above,  and  ordered  the  Deputy  duarter- 
master  to  purchase  two  months'  provisions  for 
Fort  Niagara,  in  ten  days,  for  five  hundred  men. 

November  22d. — The  requisition  of  October 
24th  not  being  complied  with,  ordered  the  Dep- 
uty duartermaster  to  purchase  flour  for  five 
thousand  troops,  for  two  months,  and  deposite  it 
at  or  near  Bafialo. 

Major  Armistead  to  General  8mjth»  dated  33d  No« 
Ttmber,  1813. 

"But  my  greatest  concern  is  the  want  of  pro- 
visions, which,  if  not  supplied,  we  will  inevita- 
bly nave  to  evacuate  the  post."  (Meaning  Fort 
Ntagara.) 

^^vemberZith. — Required  rations  for  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  men,  for  four  days,  at  the  navy 
yard. 

Captain  Thomas,  Deputy  Qaartermaster,  to  General 
Smyth,  dated  Nov,  30, 1813,  10  o'clock,  P.  M. 

*<  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  your  order  of 
this  morning,  for  the  furnishing  of  provisions  at 
the  navy  vard  this  evening,  I  called  on  the  con- 
tractor, who  furnished  me  the  pork  and  whbkey 
required ;  thirty-five  barrels  ot  flour  were  all  I 
could  obtain,  which  is  deposited  at  the  navy 
yard.** 

N.  B. — Cluantity  required:  ten  barrels  whis- 
key] thirty-eight  ditto  pork;  sixty  ditto  flour. 

General  TannehiU  to  General  Smyth,  De««  1,  1813. 
"  There  ia  a  complaint  by  the  regimental  qnar- 
larmasMrs  that  there  is  no  flour  to  be  drawn." 

No.  61  a. 
Brigadier  General  Smyth  to  €reneral. Peter  B.  Porte^ 
Headquartebs  Army  of.ths  Cbntrb, 
Near  Buffalo,  October  24, 1812. 
Sir:  Having  the  command  of  the  army  of  the 
United  Statea  on  thia  frontier,  it  becomes  my 
daty  to  require  of  you  a  deposite  of  provision  for 
three  thousand  men  for  two  months,  (beside  the 
current  issues,)  to  be  made  within  a  mile  of  my 
present  encampment;  and  a  deposite  of  provis- 
ions for  five  hundred  men,  for  two  months,  (be- 
side the  current  iaa«ef,)  to  be  mmde  at  Fort  If i- 
Rgara. 

This  is  required  to  be  done  without  the  delay 
of  a  moment. 
I  am,  air,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 
ALRXAND£R  SMYTH, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding, 
The  Contractor^  d^. 
A  true  copy.  JAS.  BANKHBAD, 

Captain  and  Brigade  Mafor. 


No.  61  b. 
Colonel  W.  H.  Winder  to  Brigadier  General  Smyth. 
Fort  NiaoARA,  Nov.  7, 1812. 
8ir:  I  wrota  you  yesterday  at  considerable 


length  by  Quartermaster  Allison.     Major  Arm-* 
istead  deems  it  necessary  to  go  to  Black  Rock, 
to  present  to  you  his  ideas  of  this  place  in  a  mili- 
tary point  of  view. 

The  Major  apprehends  that  there  is  risk  of  en- 
terprise against  this  place  from  the  other  side, 
anu  that  there  is  danger  of  its  succeeding,  if  at- 
tempted where  the  infantry  are  withdrawn ;  my 
opinion,  you  will  recollect,  has  been,  that  the  en-, 
emy  would  not  attempt  anything  against  this  end 
of  the  line ;  I  am  still  of  the  same  opinion.  How 
far  he  might  succeed,  if  he  attempted  it,  would 
depend  upon  the  force  he  employed,  and  the 
courage  and  firmness  of  the  resistance  here.  My 
practical  knowledge  of  the  defence  of  fortified 
places  does  not  enable  me  to  form  an  opinion 
upon  the  subject  which  would  be  entitled  to 
much  weight.  Major  Armistead  is  informed  of 
my  views  of  this  place  as  detailed  in  my  letter 
of  the  I7th  October ;  but  his  views  are  derived 
more  probably  from  his  professional  knowledge 
and  skill  than  from  |;eneral  considerations. 

My  own  opinion  is,  that  a  successful  effort  on 
any  part  of  tne  line  will  be  a  protection  to  this 
place  equal  to  that  of  any  force  which  might  be 
thrown  in  here ;  because  I  believe  the  enemy,  so 
far  from  thinking  of  attacking  us.  is  exerting 
every  nerve  to  evade  a  blow  whicn  they  dread 
from  us. 

Three  vessels  are  just  arriving,  one  was  here 
before;  it  is  not  yet  perceived  that  they  bring 
anyforce. 

We  are  literally  starving  on  this  end  of  the 
line  for  bread;  and,  unless  the  supply  is  more 
abundant,  the  contractors  will  be  answerable  for 
consequences  more  fatal  to  their  country  than 
treason. 

I  am,  with  very  great  respect,  sir.  your  obedi- 
dient  servant, 

W.  H.  WINDER, 

CoUmel  Commanding. 

Brigadier  General  Smtth, 

Commandite  Centre  Army. 


No.  61  c. 

Brigadier  General  Alexander  Smyth  to  Capt.  Thomas, 
Deputy  Quartermaster. 

Hridc^artbrs,  Camp  nbar  Buffalo, 
November  8, 181)3. 

Sir:  Too  will  proceed,  on  the  day  on  which 
you  receive  this  order,  to  porofaase  peovistons  for 
Fort  Niagara;  into  which,  within  tan  days,  yon 
will  deliver  rationa  for  five  hundred  men  tor  two 
months. 

Be  pleated  to  consider  this  order  as  one  of  the 
most  peremptory  kind.  Fort  Niagara,  if  invetted 
a  week|  most  surrender  from  hunffer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  oErdient, 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding. 

Captain  Thomas,  Deputy  Quartermaeter. 

A  true  copy.  JAS.  BANKHEAD, 

CaptiiUn  and  Brigade  Major, 
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Brigadier  General  Smyth  to  General  Peter  B.  Porter. 
Camp  near  Buffalo,  Nov,  8, 1812. 
Sir:  I  have Jast  receired,  from  the  commaQd- 
ing  officer  of  Fort  Niagara,  a  letter,  in  which  he 
sayse  <<  We  are  literally  starving  on  this  end  of 
the  line  for  bread ;  and,  unless  the  supply  is  more 
abundant,  the  contractors  will  be  answerable  for 
consequences  more  fatal  to  their  country  than 
treason." 
Very  respectfully,yoar  roost  obedient. 

ALEXANDER  SMYf  H, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding. 
General  P.  B.  Porter. 
A  true  copy.  JAS.  BANKHEAD, 

Ckuptain  and  Brigade  Major, 


No.  61  e. 

Brigadier  General  Smyth  to  Captain  Thomas»  Deputy 

Quartermaster. 

HEAOaUARTERS,  CaMP  NEAR  BuFFALO, 

,  November  22, 1812. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  purchase  immedi- 
ately, and  deposite  at  or  near  Buffido,  flour  for 
five  thousand  troops  for  two  months,  besides  the 
current  issues. 
Respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

ALEXANDER  SMYTH, 
Brigadier  General  Commanding, 

P.  S.-^You  are  not  to  hesitate  about  price. 
Capt.  Thomas,  Deputy  Q  M. 
A  true  copy.         HAROLD  SMYTH, 
Lieutenant  Third  Artillery. 


No.  61  /. 
Major  Armistead  to  Brigadier  General  Smyth. 
Lewistown,  Nov.  22, 1812. 

Sir:  I  left  Niagara  with  the  intention  of  see- 
ing you,  but  finding  my  horse  not  able  to  proceed, 
I  have  declined  going.  My  business  was  to  get, 
if  possible,  some  ammunition  for  the  garrison,  as 
we  nearly  expended  all  we  had  yesterday,  and 
which  did  the  enemy  great  damage— destroyed 
one  of  their  best  buildings,  and  did  the  town  con- 
siderable damage ;  sunk  a  schooner  that  was  sent 
out  of  Qenesee  river,  and  dismounted  several  of 
their  guns. 

It  gives  me  extreme  pleasure  to  inform  you 
that  the  officers  behaved  themselves  with  the 
greatest  degree  of  bravery.  Captain  Leonard 
was  as  consipieuous  as  to  coolness  and  attention 
as  I  have  ever  seen.  We,  on  our  part,  lost  five 
men— three  from  the  bursting  of  a  gun,  and  two 
from  the  enemy's  fire;  several  wounded  from 
careless  loading.  If  possible,  dear  sir,  send  on 
ammunition  for  eighteen  and  six  pounders,  and 
fours;  but  my  greatest  concern  is  the  want  of 
provisions,  which,  if  not  supplied,  we  will  inevi- 
tably have  to  evacuate  the  post* 

1  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  K.  ARMISTEAD. 

General  Alexander  Smttb. 


No.  61  g. 

Depu^  Quartermaster  James  Thomas  to  Brigm£er 

General  Smyth. 

Gamp  at  Buick  Rock, 
November  30, 1812. 
Sir:  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  your  order 
of  this  morning  for  the  furnishing  *'of  provisions 
at  the  navy  yard,  this  evening,''  I  called  on  the 
contractor,  who  furnished  me  the  pork  and  whis- 
key  required.  Thirty-five  barrels  of  flour  was 
all  I  could  obtain,  which  is  deposited  at  the  navy 
yard. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

JAMES  THOMAS,  />.  Q.  M 
General  Aubxaiiobr  Smtth. 

N.  B.— Quantity  required :  10  barrels  whiskey, 
38  barrels  pork,  and  60  barrels  flour. 


No.  61  h 

Brigadier  General  A.  Tannehill  to  Brigadier  General 
Smyth. 

Buffalo,  December  1, 1812* 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  note  of  yesterday,  I 
have  convened  the  commanding  officers  of  my 
brigade,  and  consulted  them  on  the  posts  you 
denominated  for  my  command— either  Bumdo^ 
Schlosser,  or  Niagara;  the  result  has  been  the 
choice  of  cantonment  near  Bufialo.  I  have  di- 
rected the  Cluartermaster  of  the  brig^e.  with 
the  assistance  of  five  officers,  to  examine  for  sit- 
uation, dbc.,  which  I  expect  will  be  near  our  pres- 
ent encampment.  Your  approbation  tothiscboiee 
will  relieve  my  men  from  much  fatigue  of  march- 
ing to  a  more  distant  place,  as  also  from  an  in- 
clement season. 

There  is  a  complaint  by  the  regimental  Qoar- 
termaeters  that  there  is  no  flour  to  be  drawn. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  humble 
servant, 

A.  TANNEHILL, 
Brigadier  General  Ut  Brigade 
Pennfyhania  VohmUere. 

General  Alexander  Smttb. 


TRIAL  OF  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  HI7LL. 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gen's  Ofpics, 
Waehington^J^nl  25,  ISli. 

GENERAL   ORDER. 

The  |>roceedings  of  the  court  martial,  in  the  case 
of  William  Hull,  Brigadier  General  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  having  been  sobmitted  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  having 
been  approved  by  him,  the  following  extract  there- 
from IS  ordered  to  be  read  at  the  head  of  eacb 
regiment  of  the  army,  and  to  be  published  in  the 
National  Intelligencer  of  this  city. 

By  order :  J.  B.  WALBACH, 

I  Adjutant  Oemrmh 
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Trial  of  General  BuU. 


At  a  General  Court  MartUd  {ordered  by  the  Free- 
idem  of  the  United  States^  convened  at  Albany, 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  on  the  third  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  Jumdred  and  four- 
teen^ and  continued,  by  adjoummente,  to  the 
twentyf^th  day  of  Mdiih following,  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull,  qf  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  wa»  tried  on  the  following  charges 
and  epecifioationi,  viz : 

Charge  I. 

Treason  a^tnst  the  United  States,  between  the 
ninth  of  April  and  the  seventeenth  of  August,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Fir^epedficatum.'^ln  ihii:  That  on  the  first 
day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thoi»and  eight  hun- 
dred and  twelve,  before  that  time  and  ever  since, 
an  open  and  public  war  was,  and  is  yet,  carried  on 
and  prosecuted  by  and  between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  their  Territories,  and  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Gkcat  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the 
dependencies  thereof:  and  that  William  HoU,  a 
Brigadier  General  in  the  Army  of  the  said  United 
States,  a  citizen  of  the  said  United  States,  owing 
allegiance  to  the  said  United  States,  and  late 
Commander  of  the  Northwestern  Army  of  the 
said  United  States,  well  kndwing  the  premises, 
and  traitorously  and  unlawfully  designing  and 
contriving  to  send  and  convey  intelligence  to 
the  said  enemies  of  the  said  United  States,  touch- 
ing a  declaration  of  war  by  the  said  United  States, 
against  the  said  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  thedependencies  thereof ;  and  also 
tooching  the  expedition  on  which  the  said  North- 
western army  under  his  command,  as  aforesaid, 
was  employed;  and  also  touching  the  numbers, 
state,  and  condition  of  the  said  Northwestern  army; 
in  jHTOsecution  of  the  said  traitorous  and  nnlawful 
design,  on  the  said  first  dav  of  July,  in  the  vear 
aforesaid,  at  the  rapids  of  the  river  liiiami  or  the 
lake^  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  the  said  Wil- 
liam Hull  (then  and  there  beins  a  Brigadier  Gen-^ 
eral  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  and  being 
then  and  there  eomoiander  of  the  said  North- 
western army  as  aforesaid)  did  traitorously  hire 
or  cause  to  ble  hired,  an  unarmed  vessel,  with  the 
pretended  purpose  of  transporting  therein  certain 
siek  soldiers,  and  the  principal  part  of  the  hospital 
slores  belonging  to  the  said  Northwestern  army, 
from  the  said  rapids  of  the  river  Miami  of  the 
lake,  to  Detroit  in  the  said  Territory  of  Michigan^ 
bot,  in  truth,  traitorously  contriving  and  intend* 
inff  that  the  said  unarmed  vessel,  together  with 
allpersons.  papers,  and  things  put  on  board  there- 
of, should  be  captured  by  the  enemies  of  the  said 
United  States^  on  the  passage  of  the  said  un- 
armed vessel  from  the  said  rapids  of  the  river 
Miami  of  the  lake,  to  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan  aforesaid :  and  that  the  said 
William  Hull,  in  further  prosecution  of  his  said 
trailoronsand  unlawful  design  and  contrivance, 
(being  then  and  there  a  Brigadier  General  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  as  aforesaid,  and  being 
then  and  there  commander  of  the  said  Northwest- 
ern army  as  aforesaid,)  did  then  and  there  traitor- 
ously put,  or  traitorously  cause  to  be  put  on  board 


of  the  said  unarmed  vessel,  a  trunk,  containing 
(among  other  things)  the  official  correspondence 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War  and 
the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull,  as  well 
touching  the  expedition  on  Which  the  said  North- 
western army  under  his  command  as  aforesaid 
was  then  employed,  as  touching  a  declaration  of 
war  bv  the  said  United  States  against  the  said 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and 
the  dependencies  thereof,  and  also  certain  official 
muster-rolls,  reports,  and  returns  of  the  numbers, 
state  and  condition  of  the  said  Noithwestern 
army  under  his  command  as  afi>resaid :  and  that 
afterwards,  to  wit,  on  the  second  day  of  July,  in 
the  year  aforesaid,  the  said  vessel  so  as  aforesaid 
traitorously  hired  or  traitorously  caused  to  be 
hired,  by  the  said  Brigadier  General  William 
Hull,  on  its  passage  from  the  said  rapids  of  the 
river  Miami  of  the  lake  to  Detroit  aforesaid,  was 
captured  by  the  said  enemies  of  the  United  States, 
having  on  board  thereof,  at  the  time  of  the  said 
capture,  the  said  trunk  containing  the  said  offi- 
cial correspondence,  as  well  toncbine  the  said 
expedition,  as  the  said  declaration  of  war,  and 
the  said  official  muster-rolls,  reports  and  returns 
of  the  numbers,  state  and  condition  of  the  said 
Northwestern  army — together  with  certain  sick 
soldiers,  and  the  principal  part  of  the  hospital 
stores  belonging  to  the  said  Northwestern  armv — 
and  by  means  of  the  said  capture,  and  in  fulfil- 
ment of  the  said  traitorous  and  unlawful  design, 
contrivance,  and  intendment  of  the  said  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull,  the  said  official  corres- 
pondence, as  well  touching  the  said  expedition, 
as  the  said  declaration  of  war,  and  the  said  official 
muster-rolls,  reports,  and  returns  of  the  numbers, 
state  and  condition  of  the  said  Northwestern 
Army — together  with  certain  sick  soldiers,  and 
the  principal  part  of  the  hospital  stores  of  the 
said  Northwestern  army — came  to  the  possession, 
knowledge,  and  use  of  the  enemies  of  the  said 
United  States;  giving  information  and  intelli- 
gence to  the  enemies  of  the  said  United  States, 
as  well  touching  the  said'  expedition  as  touching 
the  said  declaration  of  war;  and  also  touching 
the  numbers,state,and  condition  of  the  said  North- 
western army  of  the  said  United  States,  then  and 
there  under  the  command  of  the  said  Brigadier 
General  WiUiam  Hull  as  aforesaid ;  whereby  the 
said  William  Hull,  on  the  first  day  of  July,  in 
the  year  aforesaid,  at  the  rapids  of  the  river  Mi- 
ami of  the  lake  aforesaid,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michinan  aforesaid,  (being  then  and  there  a  Briga- 
dier General  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
and  being  then  and  there  commander  of  the  said 
Northwestern  army  as  aforesaid,  and  being  then 
and  there  a  citizen  of  the  said  United  otatM. 
owing  allegiance  to  the  said  United  Sutes)  did 
then  and  there  traitorously  and  unlawfully  hold 
correspondence  with  and  give  intelligence  to  thtt 
enemy,  and  did  then  and  there  traitorously,  by 
the  means  aforesaid,  adhere  to  the  enemies  of  the 
said  United  States,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort. 
Second  epecykatum.'-And  also  in  this:  That 
afterwards  and  during  the  said  war,  so  as  afore- 
I  said  carried  on  and  prosecuted  by  and  between 
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the  Slid  United  States  of  America  and  tkeir  Ter- 
ritories, and  tlie  said  United  Kioffdom  of  Oreat 
Britain  and  Ireland, and  tiie  dependeneies  thereof, 
the  said  Northwestern  arm]r  of  the  said  United 
States,  under  the  command  of  the  said  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull  as  aforesaid,  hayingentered 
the  said  British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  and 
ha7iB||[  established  a  military  post  at  or  near  Sand- 
wich, in  the  said  British  proriace  of  Upper  Can- 
ada, which  it  was  the  duty  of  the  said  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull  to  maintain  and  defend,  in 
order  that  the  said  war  might  and  should  be  ad- 
vantageously carried  on  and  prosecuted,  on  behalf 
of  the  said  Uoiud  Sutes,  and  more  especially 
thata  certain  British  fort  called  Maiden,  otherwise 
called  Amherstburg,  in  the  said  British  province 
of  Upper  Canada,  occupied  by  the  enemies  of  the 
aaid  United  States,  might  and  should  be. advan- 
tageously attacked  and  uken  by  the  said  North- 
western armv  of  the  said  United  States,  under 
the  command  of  the  said  Brigadier  General  Wil- 
liam Hull  as  aforesaid,  yet  the  said  William  Hull, 
(a  Brigadier  General  in  the  Army  of  the  said 
United  States,  a  eitizen  of  the  said  United  States, 
owing  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  com- 
mander of  the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the 
eaid  United  Sutes  as  aforesaid,)  well  knowing 
Ihe  premises,  on  the  eighth  day  of  August,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  ei|;ht  hundred  and  twelve, 
at  Sandwich  aforesaid,  m  the  British  province 
of  Upper  Canada  aforeaaid,  did  then  and  there 
traitorously  and  unlawfully  conspire  and  com- 
bine with  certain  enemies  of  the  said  United 
States,  (whose  names  are  unknown^  to  quit  and 
abandon  to  the  enemies  of  the  said  United  States 
the  aaid  military  post  established  by  the  said 
Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United  States,  at 
or  near  Sandwich  aforesaid,  in  the  British  prov- 
ince of  Upper  Canada  aforesaid,  and  to  prevent 
the  said  British  fort  called  Maiden,  otherwise 
called  Amherstburg,  from  being  attacked  and  re- 
daced,  or  an  attempt  being  made  to  reduce  the 
aame,  by  the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said 
United  Statea,  under  the  command  of  the  said 
Brigadier  General  William  Hull  as  aforesaid; 
and  that  the  said  William  Hull  (then  and  there  a 
Brigadier  General  in  the  Army  of  the  said  United 
States,  then  and  there  being  commander  of  the 
aaid  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United  States, 
and  then  and  there  being  a  citizen  of  the  said 
'  United  States,  owing  allegiance  to  the  said  Uiit- 
Ud  States)  in  prosecution  of  the  said  traitorous 
oonspiracy  and  combination,  did  then  and  there 
traitorously  qait  and  abandon,  and  did  then  and 
there  traitorously  cause  to  be  quitted  and  aban- 
doned.  the  said  military  post  established  by  the 
aaid  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United  States 
as  aforesaid,  at  or  near  Sandwich  as  aforesaid,  in 
the  British  province  of  Upper  Canada  aforesaid, 
lAd  did  then  and  there  traitorously  neglect  and 
omit  to  make  the  proper  preparations  for  attack- 
inj:  and  reducing,  or  auempting  to  reduce  the 
aatd  British  fort  called  Maiden,  otherwise  called 
Amherstburg,  but  on  the  contrary  did  then  and 
there  traitorously  prevent  the  same  from  being 
attacked  and  reduced,  and  an  attempt  being  made 


to  reduce  the  same  by  the  said  North  weatem  army 
of  the  said  United  States,  then  and  there  under 
his  command  ss  aforesaid ;  and  in  further  prose- 
cution of  the  said  traitorous  eonspiracy  and  com- 
bination, did  then  and  there  traitorously  march, 
withdraw,  and  remove,  and  traitorously  order  to 
be  marched,  withdrawn  and  removed^  the  main 
body  of  the  said  North  western  army  of  thesaid  Uni- 
ted States,  from  the  said  military  peat  establiafaed 
by  the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United 
States,  at  or  near  Sandwich  aforesaid,  to  a  place 
out  of  the  said  British  province  of  Upper  Canada, 
to  wit:  to  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  aforesaid ;  whereby  the  said  William 
Hull,  on  the  said  eighth  day  of  Augiut,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve 
aforesaid^  at  Sandwich  aforesaid,  in  the  said  Brit- 
ish provmce  of  Upper  Canada,  (being  then  and 
there  a  Brigadier  General  in  the  Army  of  the  aaid 
United  States,  and  being  then  and  there  com- 
mander of  the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  aaid 
United  States,  and  being  then  and  thereaeidzea 
of  the  said  United  States,  owing  alleffiance  to  the 
said  United  States^  did  then  and  tnere  traifor- 
ously  conspire^  combine,  and  hold  correspoadenee 
with  the  enemies  of  the  said  United  Stales,  aad  did 
then  apd  there  traitorously  and  shamefully  qaitaad 
abandon,  and  traitoroosly  and  shamefmly  canae 
to  be  quitted  and  abandoned,  the  aaid  military 
post,  so  as  aforesaid  established  by  the  said  North- 
western army  of  the  said  United  States,  at  or 
near  Sandwich  aforesaid,  in-  the  British  province 
of  Upper  Canada  aforesaid,  and  did  then  and  thert 
traitorously  neglect  and  omit  to  make  the  proper 
preparations  for  attacking  and  redaeinff,or  at- 
tempting to  reduce  the  said  fort  called  lialdea, 
otherwise  called  Amherstburg,  in  the  said  British 
province  of  Upper  Canada,  but  did  then  aad  these 
traitorously  prevent  the  said  British  fort  cdled 
Maiden, otherwise  called  Amherstburg.  in  thesaid 
British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  rrom  being 
attacked  and  reduced,  or  an  attempt  being  madie 
to  reduce  the  same  by  the  said  Nortnweeieni  amy 
of  the  said  United  States,  under  his  comawod  u 
aforesaid )  and  by  the  means  aforesaid,  did  dbea 
and  there  traitorously  adhere  to  the  enemies  of  the 
said  United  States,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort. 
Third  «}:iec|/ScaMfi.— And,  also,  in  this:  Thait 
afterwards  and  during  the  said  war  so  as  afaie* 
said  carried  on  and  prosecuted,  by  and  between  the 
said  United  States  of  Araericaand  their  Territonei, 
and  the  said  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britaia 
and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  to  wil : 
on  the  sixteenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid,  at 
Detroit,  in  the  Michigan  Territory  aforesaid,  the 
said  William  Hull  was  then  and  there  a  eitizea 
of  the  said  United  States,  owing  aliegianee  to 
the  said  United  States,  and  was  then  and  there 
a  Brigadier  General  ta  the  Army  of  the  said  Utti> 
ted  States,  and  was  then  and  there  ooflsnaaader 
of  the  Northwestern  army  of  the  United  States, 
and  was  then  and  there  commander  of  a  certtta 
fort,  called  Fort  Detroit,  and  beloaging  to  the  aaid 
United  Sutes,  erected  at  or  near  the  town  of 
Detroit,  upon  a  bank  of  the  river  Detroit,  in  the 
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said  Territory  of  Michigan  ',  the  works  whereof, 
and  the  goas  and  gun-carciages  helonging  thereto, 
then  were,  and  loog  before  bad  been  decayed,  di- 
lapidated, and  out  of  repair.  And  that  the  said 
Brigadier  General  William  H^ii,  then  and  there 
did  traitorously  conspire  and  combine  with  certain 
enemies  of  the  said  United  States,  (whose  names 
are  unknown,)  then  and  there  traitorously  and 
shamefully  to  surrender  and  abandon  to  the  ene- 
mies of  the  said  United  Btates,  the  said  fort^  called 
Fort  Detroit,  belonging  to  the  said  United  States, 
aa  aforesaid,  and  then  and  there,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  said  Brigadier  Gfeneral  William  Hull 
as  aforesaid,  with  all  the  troops,  regulars  as  well 
as  militia,  then  and  there  under  the  command  of 
the  said  Brigadier  General  Hull  as  aforesaid,  and 
all  the  public  stores  and  arms,  and  all  public  doo- 
iiments,  including  e?ery  thing  else  of  a  public  na- 
ture, appertaining  to  the  said  fort,  called  Fort 
Detroit,  and  to  the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the 
said  United  States,  under  the  command  of  the 
said  Brigadier  Qeneral  William  Hull  as  aforesaid. 
And  that  in  prosecution  of  the  said  traitorous 
eoaapiracy  and  combination,  the  said  Brigadier 
Qeneral  William  Hull  did  then  and  there  wil- 
fully and  traitorously  neglect  and  omit  to  repair 
and  strengthen  the  works  of  the  said  fort,  called 
Fort  Detroit,  then  and  there  under  his  command 
aa  aforesaid,  and  to  put  the  same,  (together  with 
the  said  guns  and  gun-carriages  belonging  thereto) 
iBto  a  proper  state  and  condition  for  resistance 
aod  defence  against  the  approaches,  attacks,  and 
aasaults  of  the  enemies  of  the  said  United  States* 
And  did  then  and  there  wilfully  and  traitorously 
nesleet  and  omit  to  fortify  the  places  and  passes  at 
and  near  to  (he  said  fort,  called  Fort  Detroit,  by 
and  through  which  the  troops  of  the  enemies  of 
the  aaid  United  Sutes  might  then  and  there  rea- 
sonably be  expected  to  approach,and  did  approach, 
the  said  fort,  called  Fort  Detroit,  for  the  purpose 
of  attacking  and  subduing  the  same.  And  did 
then  and  there  traitorously  neglect  and  omit  to 
oppoaCf  resist,  repel,  and  defeat,  and  to  attempt 
to  repel  and  defeat  the  troops  of  the  enemies  of 
the  eaid  United  States,  in  their  hostile  prepara- 
tkma,  and  approach  to  and  towards  the  said 
fort,  called  Fort  Detroit,  for  the  purpose  of  at- 
tacking and  subduing  the  same.  And  that,  in  fur- 
ther prosecution  and  completion  of  the  said  trai- 
torous conspiracy  and  combination,  the  said  Brig- 
adier Qeneral  William  HuU  did  then  and  there 
traitorously  and  shamefully  abaodon  and  surrender 
tfib  aaid  fort,  called  Fort  Detroit,  then  and  there 
under  his  command  as  aforesaid,  (which  it  was 
hiadoty  then  and  there  to  maintain  and  defend,) 
tof^ther  with  all  the  troops,  reaulars  as  well  as 
militia,  tbeo  and  there  in  the  said  fort,  called  Fort 
Detroit,  then  and  there  belonragto  the  said  Uni- 
ted States  as  aforesaid,  and  then  and  there  under 
his  command  as  aforesaid,  and  all  the  public 
stores  and  arms,  and  public  documents,  including 
ererything  else  of  a  public  nature,  in  and  apper- 
taining to  the  said  fort,  called  Fort  Detroit,  and 
to  the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United 
States,  then  and  there  under  hiscommand  as  afore- 
said, unto  the  enemies  of  the  said  United  States^ 
13th  Coy.  2d  Ssas.— 80 


to  wit:  to  the  British  forces  then  and  there  under 
the  command  of  Major  General  Brock ;  whereby 
the  said  William  Hull,  on  the  said  sixteenth  day 
of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight, hundred 
and  twelve,  aforesaid,  at  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the 
Territory  of  Michigan  aforesaid,  (being  then  and 
there  a  citizen  of  the  said  United  States,  owing 
allegiance  to  the  said  United  Sfates,  and  being 
then  and  there  a  Brigadier  General  in  the  Army 
of  the  said  United  States^  and  being  then  and 
there  commander  of  the  said  Northwestern  army 
of  the  said  United  Sutes,  and  being  then  and  there 
commander  of  the  said  fort,  called  Fort  Detroit, 
belonging  to  the  said  United  States  as  aforesaid,} 
did  then  and  there  traitorously  and  shamefully 
abandon  and  surrender  the  said  fort,  called  Fort 
Detroit,  to  the  enemies  of  the  said  United  States, 
to  wit :  to  the  said  BritisU  troops  under  the  com- 
niand  of  Major  Qeneral  Brock,  as  aforesaid ;  and 
did  then  and  there  by  the  means  aforesaid  traitor- 
ously adhere  to  the  enemies  of  the  said  Unit^ 
States,  giving  them  aid  and  comforu 

^  Cbargb  II. 

Cowardice  at  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  De- 
troit, between  the  first  day  of  July  and  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

First  specifkatum.—lu  this :  That  during  the 
said  war  so  as  aforesaid  carried  on  and  prosecuted 
by  and  between  the  said  United  Stales  of  Amer- 
ica and  their  Territories,  and  the  said  United  King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  depen- 
dencies thereof,  the  said  Brigadier  Qeneral  Wil- 
liam HuU^  commanding  the  Northwestern  army 
of  the  said  United  States  as  aforesaid,  having 
entered  the  said  British  province  of  Upper  Oan-^ 
ada,  in  prosecution  of  the  said  war  on  behalf  of 
the  said  United  States,  and  being  there  in  posses- 
sion of  the  town  of  Sandwich  and  the  adjacent 
country,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  said 
United  States,  and  having  declared  and  avowed 
the  object  and  intention  of  attacking  and  subdu- 
ing the  British  fort  called  Maiden,  otherwise  called 
AmherstbuNT,  inthesaid  British  province  of  Upper 
Canada,  and,  generally,  of  maintaining  and  en- 
lar^ng  his  position  and  possession  in  the  said 
British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  on  the  eighth 
day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve,  at  Sandwich  aforesaid,  in 
the  British  province  of  Upper  Canada  aforesaid, 
did  then  and  there  misbehave  himself  before  the 
enemy,  and  shamefully  manifest  an  undue  fear, 
and  apprehension  of  danjfer,  by  a  course  of  conduct 
%nd  conversation  evincing  personal  alarm,  asita- 
tion  of  mind  and  privation  of  judgment,  by  aban- 
doning the  said  object  and  design  of  attacking  the 
said  British  fort  called  Maiden,  otherwise  called 
Amherstburg,  by  quitting  the  position  and  posses- 
sion taken  at  the  town  of  Sandwich  and  m  the 
adjacent  country,  in  the  British  province  of  Up- 
per Canada  as  aforesaid,  and  by  retreating  abruptly 
from  and  out  of  the  said  British  province  of  Up- 
per Canada  to  Detroit,  in  the  Territory  of  Mich- 
igan aforesaid,  without  any  cause  for  so  doing, 
arising  from  the  superior  numbers,  state,  and 
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condition  of  the  British  forces  which  were  Chen 
aind  there  opposed  to  the  said  Army  of  the  said 
United  States,  under  the  command  of  the  said 
Brigadier  General  William  Hull,  and  without 
any  other  just  and  sufficient  cause  whatsoever ; 
whereby  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  said  North- 
western army  of  the  said  United  States  then  and 
there  under  the  command  of  the  said  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull,  were  induced  to  lose  and 
did  lose  all  confidence  in  the  personal  courage 
and  military  capacity  of  their  said  commander; 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  British  province  of 
Upper  Canada  were  taught  to  distrust  the  power 
and  professions  of  the  invading  General }  a  shade 
was  cast  upon  the  reputation  of  the  American 
arms;  and  the  service  of  the  said  United  States,  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  said  war^  suffered  great 
detriment  and  disad vantage. 

Sexxmd  apecification, — And,  also,  in  this :  That 
during  the  said  war  so  as  aforesaid  carried  on  and 
prosecuted  by  and  between  the  said  United  States 
of  America  and  their  Territories,  afid  the  said 
United  Kiogdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  the  dependencies  thereof,  to  wit :  on  the  fif- 
teenth day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid,  the  enemy 
having  raised  certain  batteries  on  the  banks  of 
the  said  river  Detroit,  in  the  said  British  province 
of  Upper  Canada,  opposite  the  said  fort  Detroit, 
and  certain  American  posts  and  batteries  estab- 
lished and  erected  near  the  said  fort  Detroit,  in 
the  said  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  a  cannonade 
being  commenced*  from  the  said  batteries  of  the 
enemy  against  and  upon  the  said  fort  Detroit  and 
the  said  American  posts  and  batteries  established 
and  erected  near  thereto,  in  the  said  Territory  of 
Michigan,  the  said  Brigadier  General  William 
Hull,  on  the  said  fifteenth  day  of  August,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve 
aforesaid,  at  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  aforesaid,  (h^iog  then  and  there  com- 
mander of  the  said  fort  Detroit,  and  of  the  said 
American  posts  and  batteries  established  and 
erected  near  thereto,  in  the  said  Territory  of 
Michigan,  and  being  then  and  there  commander 
of  the  said  northwestern  army  of  the  paid  United 
States,}  did  then  and  there,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  cannonade  aforesaid,  shamefully  mis- 
behuve  himself  before  the  enemy,  and  manifest 
great  fear  and  apprehension  of  personal  (kinger, 
by  a  course  of  conduct  and  conversation  evincing 
personal  alarm,  agitation  of  mind,  and  privation 
of  ludgment,  and  particularly  by  variotts  timid 
and  cowardly  actions  and  expressions  their  and 
there  used  and  uttered  in  the  presence  of  the  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  then  and  there  belonging  to 
the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United 
States,  and  then  and  there  under  his  command 
as  aforesaid,  as  well  in  the  public  streets  of  the 
town  of  Detroit  as  in  places  adjacent  to  the  said 
fort  of  Detroit,  and  the  said  American  posts  and 
batteries  established  and  erected  near  thereto,  in 
the  said  Territory  of  Michigan ;  whereby,  a  fatal 
encouragement  was  afforded  for  the  hostile  en- 
terprises of  the  enemy,  a  pernicious  example  (cat- 
cumted  to  intimidate  and  to  disorganize)  was 


given  to  the  American  troops,  and  die  service  «f 
the  United  States,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  said 
war,  was  exposed  to  hazard,  shame,  and  disap- 
pointment. 

Third  tfpect/icatian.— And,  also,  in  this :  That 
during  the  said  war,  carried  on  and  prosecuted 
by  and  between  the  said  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica and  their  Territories,  and  the  said  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  she 
dependencies  thereof,  to  wit:  on  the  sixteeath 
day  af  August,  in  thejrear  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid,  the  British  foms 
under  the  command  of  Major  General  Broek 
havinff  crossed  the  said  river  Datroit,  having 
landed  ikt  a  place  called  Sprine  Weils,  etherwiae 
called  Sprinff  Hill,  in  the  aaid  Terdtorf  of  Mt* 
chif  an,  and  having  thence  marched  lowarda  the 
said  fort  of  Detroit  with  the  design  to  attack  the 
tame,  the  said  Brigadier  General  Hull,  on  the 
said  sixteeath  day  of  August,  in  the  year  eie 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid,  at 
Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  said  Territory  of  Miehi<« 
gan,  f  being  theb  and  there  conHnander  of  the 
said  fort  of  Detroit,  and  being  then  and  ttefe 
commander  of  the  said  Northwestern  army  ef  the 
said  United  States,)  did  then  and  there,  during 
all  the  time  of  the  enemy's  crossing  the  said  viver 
Detroit  as  aforesaid,  landing  at  the  said  Bpmg 
Wells,  otherwise  called  Spring  Hill  as  aforesaid 
and  marching  towards  the  said  Fovt  Detroit 
as  aforesaid,  with  the  design  to  atuek  the  sane 
as  aforesaid,  shamefully  misbehave  himself  before 
the  enemy,  and  manifest  great  fear  and  appre- 
hension of  personal  danger,  by  varioas  timid  and 
cowardly  actions  and  expressions  then  and  there 
used  and  uttered  in  the  presence  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  belonging  to  the  said  Northwestera 
army  of  the  said  United  States,  then  and  there 
under  his  command  as  aforesaid ;  by  avoidiBf  ail 
personal  danger  from  making  an  attempt  to  pre- 
vent the  enemy's  crossing  the  said  river  i>etfoit 
and  landing  at  the  said  Spring  Wells,  otherwiss 
called  Spring  Hill ;  by  avoiding  all  personal  dae- 
ger  from  reconnoiteriog  and  encountering^  the 


enemy  in  battle  on  the  said  march  of  the  eeeaif 
towards  the  said  Ibrt  of  Detroit;  by  hastdy  send- 
ing flags  of  truce  to  the  enemy,  with  overtoies 
for  a  capituhition ;  by  anxiously  withdrawing 
his  person  from  the  American  troops  in  theepen 
fiela  to  a  place  of  comparative  safety,  within  the 
walls  of  the  said  Fort  Detroit ;  by  an  irresetoto 
fluctUBiioB  of  orders,  sometimes  ineensieient  with 
each  other,  and  solaaetimes  incoherent  in  thcAi- 
selves;  by  forbidding  the  American  artillery  to 
fire  on  the  armjr  on  the  said  march  of  the  eneny 
towards  the  said  Fort  Detroit;  by  ealting  tie 
American  troops  from  the  field,  and  crowding 
them  in  the  said  Fort  Detroit,  while  the  enemy 
was  on  the  said  march  towards  the  said  Fort 
Detroit ;  by  a  precipitate  declaration  to  the  ene- 
my that  he  surrendered  the  said  Fort  Detroit  and 
the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United 
States  before  terms  of  capitulation  were  signed 
or  consideredf^r  even  suggested ;  and,  generally, 
by  a  course  of  conduct  and  conversatroo  evinc^ 
iog  personal  fear,  agitation  of  mind,  and  prrvw- 
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tion  of  judgcnept ;  whereby  the  taid  fort  of  De- 
troit, and  the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said 
Uoited  States,  then  and  there  under  the  com- 
mand 0^  the  said  Brigadier  Qeneral  William 
Hull,  were  then  and  there  rendered  an  easy  and 
certain  conquest  to  the  approaching  enemy ;  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  a  gallant  army  (compelled 
by  the  obligations  of  military  law  to  obey  the 
orders  of  their  commander)  were  exposed  to-  un- 
merited mortification  and  reproach ;  and  the  ser- 
vice of  the  said  United  States,  in  the  prosecution 
pf  the  said  war,  suffered  great  detriment  and  dis- 
credit. 

Fourth  specificaiioJLr^And.  also,  in  this :  That 
during  the  said  war  so  as  aforesaid  cafried  on 
and  prosecuted  by  and  between  the  said  Uni- 
ted States  of  America  and  their  Territories, 
and  the  said  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  to 
wit:  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  Auguat,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  Iwelre 
•foresaid,  at  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  aforesaid,  the  said  Fort  Detroit  being 
then  and  there  well  garrisoned  and  supplied  with 
eannon,  ammunition,  and  provisions;  the  said 
Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United  Slates 
being  then  and  there  well  supplied  with  arms, 
ammunition,  and  prorlsions ;  and  the  officers  ana 
aoldiers  thereof  being  then  and  there  in  high 
spirits,  and  eager  to  meet  and  encounter  the  ene- 
my in  battle;  and  a  fine  train  of  artillery  being 
then  and  there  subject  to  the  orders  and  disposal 
of  the  said  Brigadier  Qeneral  Hull^  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defence  or  attack,  yet  the  said  Brigadier 
Qeneral  William  HulL  (then  and  there  being 
commander  of  the  said  lort  of  Detroit,  and  of  the 
the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United 
States,)  acting  upon  the  impulse  of  personal  fear 
and  apprehension,  and  contemplating,  as  the 
naeans  of  personal  safety,  a  shameful  abandon- 
'  ment  and  the  surrender  of  the  said  Fort  Detroit, 
and  of  the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  saia 
United  States,  under  his  command  as  aforesaid, 
to  the  approaching  enemy,  did  then  and  there 
abamefullv  misbehave  hiaself  before  the  eaemy, 
and  did  then  and  there  enter  into  a  disgraceful 
capitulation  with  the  enemy,  containing  no  con- 
aoiatory  stipulation  that  the  said  garrison  and 
army  should  march  out  of  the  said  fort  of  De- 
troit with  the  honors  of  war;  no  jtist  and  hu^ 
Hiane  stipulation  for  the  aeourity  and  protection 
of  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  British 
prorince  of  Upper  Canada  as  had  accepted  the 
said  Brigadier  Qeneral  William  Hi:dl's  invitation 
to  join  the  American  standard ;  nor  any  reason- 
able stipulation  for  an  opportunity  of  reporting 
to  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War  the 
circumstances  of  so  unexpected  and  so  important 
an  event;  and  did  then  and  there  shamefully 
abandon,  surrender,  and  give  up  the  said  fort  q£ 
Detroit,  together  with  all  the  troops,  regulars  as 
well  as  militia,  then  and  there  under  his  com- 
loand  as  aforesaid,  and  all  the  public  stores  and . 
arms,  and  all  the  public  documents^  including 
everything  else  of  a  public  nature  belonging  to 
the  said  fort  of  Detroit,  and  to  the  said  North- 


western army  of  the  said  United  States,  then  and 
there  under  his  command  as  aforesaid,  to  the  said 
approaching  enemy,  to  wit:  to  the  British  forces 
under  the  command  of  Major  Qeneral  Brock, 
without  any  cause  for  so  doing,  arising  from  the 
superior  numbers,  state,  and  condition  of  the  said 
British  forces;  or  from  the  actual  want,  or  just 
expectation  of  sudden  want,  of  arms,  ammunition, 
and  provisions  for  the  said  Fort  Detroit,  and  the 
said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United  States, 
and  without  anv  other  adequate  cause  whatso* 
eyer ;  whereby  the  territorial  sovereignty,  rights, 
and  property  of  the  said  United  States  wece 
shamefully  ceded  to  the  enemy ;  a  brave  and  pa- 
triotic army  was  wantonly  sacrificed  by  the  per- 
sonal fears  of  the  commander ;  and  the  service  of 
the  said  United  States,  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
said  war,  suffered  a  great  and  afflicting  loss. 

Charob  III. 

Neglect  of  duty  and  unofficerlike  conduct,  while 
commanding  a  separate  army,  between  the  ninth 
of  April  and  the  seventeenth  of  August,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

First  specification.— In  this:  That  before  and 
during  the  said  war,  carried  on  and  prosecuted  as 
aforesaid,  by  and  between  the  said  United  States 
of  America  and  their  Territories,  and  the  said 
United  Kingdom  of  Qreat  Britain  and  Ireland 
and  the  dependencies  thereof,  the  said  Brigadier 
Qeneral  William  Hull,  being  duly  appointed-  to 
command  the  Northwestern  army  oi  the  said 
Uoited  States,  did  actually  take  and  assume  the 
command  of  the  said  army,  on  or  about  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  at  or  near  Dayton,  In 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  did  thence  constantly  con- 
tinue in  the  actual  command  of  the  said  army,  as 
well  on  the  march  from  Dayton  aforesaid,  to  De- 
troit, in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  at  Detroit 
aforesaid,  as  in  the  British  province  of  Upper 
Canada,  until  his  capitulation  with  the  enemy, 
and  the  consequent  surrender  of  Fort  Detroit,  in 
the  said  Michigan  Territory,  with  all  the  troons, 
regulars,  and  militia  under  his  command,  to  the 
British  forces  under  the  command  of  Major  Qen- 
eral Brock,  to  wit:  at  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the 
Territory  of  Michigan  aforesaid,  on  the  sixteenth 
day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid.  And  that  the  said 
Brij|[adier  Qeneral  William  Hull,  unmindful  of 
the  important  trust  reposed  in  him,  during  all  the 
time  aforesaid,  and  as  well  on  the  march  of  the 
said  army  from  Dayton  aforesaid,  to  Detroit  afore- 
said, and  at  Detroit  aforesaid,  as  in  the  British 
province  of  Upper  Canada  atoresaid,  was  guilty 
of  neglect  of  duty  and  of  unofficerlike  condactf 
by  neglecting  and  omitting,  with  sufficient  care 
and  frequency,  to  inspect,  uain,  exercise,  review, 
and  order,  and  to  cause  to  be  inspected,  trainea 
exercised,  reviewed,  and  ordered,  the  said  army 
under  his  command  as  aforesaid ;  and,  also,  by 
neglecting  and  omitting,  in  due  form  and  time,  to 
prepare  an  order  of  battle,  and  to  make  the  same 
known  to  the  said  army  on  the  march  from  Day- 
ton aforesaid,  to  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  Michigan 
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Territory  aforesaid,  whereby  the  discipline  of  the 
troops  ander  the  command  of  the  said  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull  as  aforesaid,  was  in  danger 
of  being  relaxed ;  their  comfort  was  liable  to  be 
impaired ;  their  confidence  in  the  military  skill 
and  dispositions  of  their  commander  was  dimin- 
ished; and  the  said  army  was  exposed  to  the 
hazard  of  disorder  and  defeat  in  the  event  of  an 
attack  being  made  thereon  by  the  enemy. 

Second  specification, — And  also  in  this:  That 
during  the  said  war.  so  as  aforesaid  carried  on 
and  prosecuted  by  and  between  the  said  United 
States  of  America  and  their  Territories,  and  the 
said  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, and  the  dependencies  thereof,  to  wit :  on  or 
about  the  first  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid,  at  the 
rapids  of  the  river  Miami,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  the  said  Brigadier  General  William 
Hull,  then  and  there  commanding  the  said  North- 
western army  of  the  said  United  States,  on  the 
march  thereof  from  Dayton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
to  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan 
aforesaid,  then  and  there  having  sufficient  cause 
to  know  or  to  believe  that  war  then  existed  be- 
tween the  said  United  States  and  their  Territo- 
ries, and  the  said  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof, 
was  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty  and  of  unofficerlike 
conduct,  by  then  and  there  hiring,  or  causing  to 
be  hired,  an  unarmed  vessel,  and  putting,  or  caus- 
ing to  be  put,  on  board  thereof,  to  be  transported 
by  water-passage  from  the  said  rapids  of  the  river 
Miami,  of  the  lake,  to  Detroit  aforesaid,  (the  said 
Brigadier  General  William  Hull  having  sufficient 
cause  to  know  or  to  believe  the  imminent  danger 
of  capture  by  the  enemy  to  which  the  said  un- 
armed vessel  on  the  passage  aforesaid  would  be 
exposed,^  certain  sick  soldiers,  and  a  great  part  of 
the  hospital  stores  belonging  to  the  said  army, 
together  with  a  trunk,  containing  (among  other 
things)  the  papers  hereinafter  mentioned,  which 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  said  Brigadier  Ueneral 
William  Hull  most  carefully  to  keep  and  preserve 
from  the  knowledge  and  view  of  the  enemy,  that 
is  to  say :  the  official  correspondence  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Department  of  War  and  the  sard 
Brigadier  General  William  Hull,  as  well  touch- 
ing the  expedition  on  which  the  said  Northwest- 
em  army  under  his  command  as  aforesaid  was 
then  employed^  as  touching  a  declaration  of  war 
by  the  said  United  States  of  America  against  the 
said  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  the  dependencies  thereof;  and,  also,  certain 
other  official  muster-rolls,  reports,  and  returns  of 
the  numbers,  state,  and  condition  of  the  said  army 
under  his  command  as  aforesaid.  And  the  said 
unarmed  vessel,  on  the  passage  aforesaid  from  the 
said  rapids  of  the  river  Miami  of  the  lake  towards 
Detroit  aforesaid,  afterwards,  to  wit,  on  or  about 
the  second  day  of  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid,  was  captured 
by  the  enemy,  having  on  board  thereofj  at  the 
time  of  such  capture,  the  said  sick  soldiers,  the 
said  hospital  stores,  and  the  said  trunk,  containing 
the  said  official  correspondence,  and  also  the  said 


muster-rolls,  reports,  and  returns  of  the  numbers, 
state,  and  condition  of  the  said  army ;  whereby 
the  said  sick  soldiers  were  made  prisoners  of  war; 
the  said  hospital  stores  were  lost  to  the  United 
States;  and  the  said  official  correspondence,  and 
the  said  muster-rolls,  reports,  and  returns  of  the 
number,  state,  and  condition  of  the  said  army, 
came  to  the  possession,  knowledge,  and  use  of  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States,  to  the  great  injury 
of  the  said  United  States. 

Third  specification. — And  also  in  this:  That 
during  the  said  war,  so  as  aforesaid  carried  on  and 
prosecuted  by  and  between  the  said  United  States 
of  America  and  their  Territories,  and  the  said 
United  Kingdom  of  C^reat  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  the  dependencies  thereof,  the  said  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull  having  arrived^  with  the 
said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United  States 
under  his  command  as  aforesaid,  at  Detroit,  in 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  on  the  seventh  day  of 
July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twdve  aforesaid ;  and  having  the  possession  and 
command  of  the  said  fort  of  Detroit  from  that 
time,  constantly,  until  the  abandonment  and  sur- 
render thereof  to  the  British  forces  under  the 
command  of  Major  General  Brock,  on  the  six- 
teenth day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve  aforesaid ;  and  finding, 
upon  his  said  arrival  at  Detroit  aforesaid,  that  the 
works  of  the  said  Fort  Detroit  AKrere  greatly  dam- 
aged and  dilapidated,  and  that  the  ^uns  and  gun- 
carriages  belonging  to  the  said  fort  of  Detroit 
were  also  damaged  and  out  of  repair;  and,  more* 
over,  well  knowing  the  importance  of  the  said 
Fort  Detroit  to  the  service  of  the  said  United 
States  in  the  operations  of  the  said  war,  and  that 
the  same  (together  withlhe  said  guns  and  gun- 
carriages)  should  be  put  and  kept  in  proper  order 
and  repair,  was  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty  by  ne- 
glecting and  omitting,  during  all  the  time  of  his 
possession  and  command  as  aforesaid,  in  a  proper 
and  sufficient  manner  to  repair  and  strengthen,  or 
cause  to  be  repaired  and  strengthened,  the  works 
of  the  said  Fort  Detroit;  by  neglecting  and  omit- 
ting, in  a  proper  and  sufficient  manner, and  in  doe 
time  for  the  service  of  the  said  United  States,  to 
repair,  or  cause  to  be  repaired,  the  said  guns  and 
gun-carriages;  and,  generally,  by  neglecting  and 
omitting  to  put,  or  cause  to  be  put,  the  said  fort  of 
Detroit  in  a  proper  state  and  condition  for  resist- 
ance and  defence  in  the  event  of  an  invasion  and 
attack  by  the  enemy ;  whereby  the  said  Fort  De- 
troit was  left  an  easy  conquest  to  the  enemy;  the 
said  guns  and  gun-carriages  being  afterwards  re- 
quired for  the  service  of  the  said  United  States, 
in  the  British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  were 
still  found  unfit  for  transportation  and  Use;  great 
time  was  consumed  in  preparing  and  fitting  them 
for  the  said  service;  and  the  operations  of  the 
war  were  fatatlj  obstructed  and  suspended. 

/b»rf4apec|^fca/iofi.— And,al8o,in  this:  That 
during  the  said  war  so  asaforesaid  carried  on  and 
prosecuted  by  and  between  the  said  United  States 
of  America  and  their  Territories,  and  the  aaidi 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  the  dependencies  thereof,  the  said  Brigadier 
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Oenenil  Willism  Hall,  deeltring  and  arowiDg 
ao  intention  and  design,  with  the  said  Northwest- 
ern army  of  the  said  United  States  under  his 
eomniand  as  aforesaid,  to  inrade  and  enter  the 
British  prorince  of  Upper  Canada,  to  invest  and 
attack  the  British  fort  called  Maiden,  otherwise 
called  Amherstburg  in  the  said  British  proTince, 
and  to  maintain  and  enlarge  his  position  and  pos- 
•essioQ  in  the  said  British  proviace,  and  wei], 
knowing  that  expedition,  resolution,  and  energy 
were  indispensable  to  the  prosecution  and  ac- 
complishment of  sach  intention  and  design,  and 
havinff  arrived  at  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  Terri- 
lory  of  Michigan  aforesaid,  on  the  seventh  day 
of  Jaly,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve  aforesaid,  and  having  invaded  the  said 
British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  on  the  twelfth 
day  of  July,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  and  therein 
take»i  possession  of  the  town  of  Sandwich  afore- 
said, and  havinff  with  the  main  body  of  his  said 
army  evacuated  the  said  Brilish  province  of  Up- 
per Canada  on  the  eighth  day  of  August,  in  the 
year  aforesaid,  was  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty  and 
un officerlike  conduct,  by  not  seasonably  repair- 
ing, fitting,  and  transporting,  or  causing  to  be  re- 
paired, fitted,  and  transported,  the  guns  and  j^un 
carriages  which  were  necessary  to  the  operations 
of  the  war  in  the  said  British  province  of  Upper 
Canada,  by  an  useless  and  injurious  waste  of  time 
and  opportunity  at  Sandwich  aforesaid,  in  the 
aaid  British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  without 
making  an  attempt  to  reduce  the  said  Britbh  fort 
called  Maiden,  otherwise  called  Amherstburg,  by 
an  unnecessary  consumption  of  tiotie,  in  projects 
to  conciliate  the  British  inhabitants  of  the  said 
British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  and  the  neigh- 
boring Indians,  without  resorting  to  a  more  ef- 
fectual display  of  a  military  power,  capacitv,  and 
disposition  to  maintain  the  acquisitions  of  con- 
quest, and  to  perform  the  promises  of  protection ; 
by  postponing  in  the  first  instance,  and  by  aban- 
doning m  the  next,  an  investment  and  attack  up- 
on the  said  British  fort  called  Maiden,  otherwise 
called  Amherstburg,  and  by  finally  evacuating  the 
said  British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  without 
having  provided  efiectually,  in  any  respect,  for 
the  safety  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  who  had 
aeeepted  the  said  Brigadier  General  William 
Hull's  invitation  to  join  the  American  standard, 
and  without  having,  in  any  degree,  accomplishea 
the  said  intention  and  design  of  the  said  Brigadier 
Qeneral  William  Hull,  so  as  aforesaid  declared 
and  avowed  upon  the  invasion  of  the  said  British 
province  as  aforesaid  ;  whereby  an  opportunity 
was  afibrded  to  the  enemy  to  bring  into  suspicion 
and  contempt  the  power  and  the  conduct  of  the 
American  commander  i  to  collect  and  combine 
the  British  forces ;  to  seduce,  intimidate,  and  en* 
gage  the  Indians;  to  awe  into  submission  the 
Wavering  inhabitants  of  the  said  British  province 
of  Upper  Canada ;  to  reinforce  the  said  British 
fort  called  Maiden,  otherwifee  called  Amherst- 
barg ;  and  to  prepaid  for  investing  and  attacking 
the  said  fort  of  Detroit,  in  the  said  Territory  of 
Michigan ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  said 
army  of  the  Unitad  States,  under  the  command 


of  the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull,  as 
aforesaid,  diminished  in  effective  numbers  in  con- 
sequence of  sickness  and  other  casualties;  the 
officers  and  soldiers  naturally  became  dissatisfied 
and  disgusted  with  a  scene  of  such  inactivity,  ir- 
resolution, and  procrastination ;  thehope  of  support 
and  co-operation,  as  well  from  the  Indians  as  from 
the  British  inhaoitants  of  the  said  British  prov- 
ince of  Upper  Canada,  was  destroyed,  ana  the 
general  ardor  of  the  troops  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  war  insensibly^  abated. 

lyth  Bpecificanon.—'Andi  also,  in  this :  That 
during  the  continuance  of  the  said  war.  carried 
on  and  prosecuted  as  aforesai4,  by  and  between 
the  said  United  States  of  America  and  their  Ter- 
ritories, and  the  said  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  there- 
of, the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull,  with 
the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said  United 
States  under  his  command  aforesaid,  arrived  at 
Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan 
aforesaid,  to  wit :  on  the  7th  day  of  July,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve 
aforesaid:  that  with  the  said  army  under  his 
command  as  aforesaid,  he  entered  and  invaded 
the  said  British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  to 
wit :  on  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  in  the  year 
aforesaid ;  that  with  the  main  body  of  the  said 
army  under  his  command  as  aforesaid,  he  evac- 
uated the  said  British  province  of  Upper  Canada 
on  the  eighth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  afore- 
said, thence  returning  to  Detroit  aforesaid,  in  the 
said  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  that  he  aban* 
doned}  surrendered,  and  gave  up  the  said  Fort 
Detroit,  with  all  the  troops,  regulars  as  well  as 
militia,  under  his  command  as  aforesaid,  to  the 
British  forces  under  the  command  of  Major  Gen« 
eral  Brock,  to  wit :  on  the  sixteenth  dav  of  Au- 
gust, in  the  year  aforesaid.  And  that  durinfl[  all 
the  movements  aforesaid,  and  during  all  the  time 
aforesaid,  to  wit :  from  the  said  seventh  day  of 
July,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve  aforesaid,  to  and  including  the  said  six- 
teenth day  of  August,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  it 
was  of  high  importance  to  the  security  and  sup* 
plv  of  the  said  Fort  Detroit,  and  the  said  army 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  command  of  the 
said  Briffadier  General  William  Hull  as  aforesaid, 
that  a  free  and  open  communication  shotild  be 
had  and  preserved  between  the  said  fort  of  De- 
troit and  the  said  army  of  the  said  United  States, 
under  the  command  of  the  said  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral William  Hull  as  aforesaid,  and  a  certain 
American  settlement  and  military  post  made  and 
established  at  the  river  Raisin,  in  the  said  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan :  and  that  the  said  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull,  well  knowing  the  prem- 
ises, but  unmindful  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him, 
guilty  of  neglect  of  duty  and  unofficerlike 


conduct,  by  suffering  the  enemy  to  interrupt  and 
cut  off  tne  said  communication  between  the  said 
fort  of  Detroit  and  the  said  army  of  the  said  Uni- 
ted States  under  hb  command  as  aforesaid,  and 
the  said  American  settlement  and  military  post 
made  and  established  at  the  river  Raisin  afore- 
said, in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  afonsaid,  ta 
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wit :  on  the  first  day  of  Aumt,  in  tb«  year  oae 
thooMDd  elglit  hondred  and  tweire  aforesaid,  or 
on  some  other  day  of  the  said  month  of  Anfro^ 
or  on  some  day  of  the  precedinff  month  of  July, 
in  the  year  aforesaid ;  also,  hy  afterwards,  to  wit : 
on  the  fourth  day  of  Aajpist,  in  theyear  afore- 
said^ detaching  Major  Thomas  B.  van  Home, 
of  Colonel  James  Findley's  regiment  of  Ohio 
Tolunteers,  with  an  inade<|iiate  force  (the  said 
Brigadier  General  William  Hull  having  suffi- 
cient cause  for  knowing  or  believing  the  same 
to  be  inadequate^  to  attempt  again  to  open 
the  said  communication  between  the  said  fort 
Detroit,  and  the  said  army  of  the  said  United 
States,  under  the  command  of  the  said  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull  as  aforesaid,  and  the  said 
American  settlement  and  military  post  on  the 
said  river  Raisin,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan 
aforesaid ;  also,  by  afterwards,  to  wit ;  on  the 
eighth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  «to- 
taehing  Lieutenant  Colonel  James  Miller,  of  the 
5th  regiment  c^  United  States  infantry  with  the 
number  or  about  the  number  of  five  hundred 
men  to  attempt  again  to  open  the  said  communi- 
cation  between  the  said  Fort  of  Detroit  and  the 
said  army  of  the  said  United  States,  under  the 
command  of  the  said  Brigadier  General  William 
Hall,  aad  the  said  American  settlement  and  mil- 
itary post  at  the  said  river  Raisin,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Michigan  aforesaid,  and  neglecting  to 
furnish  and  forward,  or  catise  to  be  fbrnbhed  and 
forwarded,  the  said  last  mentioned  detachment 
at  or  near  Brownstown,  in  the  said  Territory  of 
Michigan,  on  its  march  aforesaid,  upon  the  ser- 
vice aforesaid,  an  adequate  sopplj  of  provieion, 
{the  said  Bri^dier  G^ieral  William  Hull  bav- 
mg  sufficient  cause  to  know  or  to  believe  that  the 
said  last  mentioned  detachment  was  at  or  near 
Brownstown  aforesaid,  on  its  march  aforesaid, 
upon  the  service  aforesaid,  in  want  of  provisions, 
and  that  they  couM  not  prosecute  and  accom- 
pli!(h  the  said  service  unless  an  adequate  supply 
of  provisions  was  furnished  and  forwarded  to 
them  at  or  near  Brownstown  aforesaid;)  and, 
alto,  by  afterwards,  to  wit:  on  the  fourteenth 
day  of  August,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  detaching 
Colonel  Duncan  McArthur,  colonel  of  a  regi- 
ment of  Ohio  volunteers,  and  Colonel  Lewis 
Cass,  colonel  of  another  regiment  of  Ohio  vol* 
unteers,  with  the  number,  or  about  the  number  of 
four  hundred  men,  as  weU  to  attempt  again  to 
open  the  said  communication  between  the  said 
Fort  Detroit  and  the  said  armv  of  the  said  Uni- 
ted States,  under  the  command  of  the  said  Brig- 
adier General  William  Hull  as  aforesaid,  and  the 
said  American  settlement  and  military  post  at 
the  river  Raisin  aforesaid,  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan  aforesaid,  as  to  escort  certain  provis- 
ions from  the  said  American  settlement  and  mil- 
itary post  to  Detroit  aforesaid,  without  issuing, 
Ibmisning^  and  forwarding,  or  causing  to  be  is^ 
aaed,  furnished,  and  forwarded,  to  the  said  last 
mentiotted  detachment  an  adequate  supply  of 
provisions  for  the  service  on  which  they  were 
ettploved  as  aforesaid,  (the  said  Brigadier  Gene- 
Md  mniam  Hull  having  sufficient  cause  to  know 


or  to  believe  that  the  said  hM  mcatioiied  < 
meat  was  in  want  of  a  further  sapply  of  provia* 
ioas  upon  the  service  aforesaid,  and  tint  they 
could  not  prosecute  and  aecompUsh  the  said  ear- 
vice  unices  such  further  supply  was  issued,  far« 
nished,  and  ibrwarded  to  theai.)  whereby  tba 
said  detachment,  under  the  said  nlajor  Tbomaa 
B.  Van  Horne,  being  encountered  by  the  enemy 
with  a  superior  force  was  defeated,  and  retoraed 
to  Detroit  aforesaid,  without  accomplishing  tha 
service  oa  which  tbey  were  eaaployed  aa  iSot^' 
said ;  the  said  detacheient  under  the  said  Lleu-^ 
tenant  Colonel  James  Miller,  having  achieved  a 
signal  vioCiMry  over  the  enemy  duriaff  the  marehi 
on  the  service  aforesaid,  at  or  near  Browastowm 
aforesaid,  were  nevertheless  compelled,  froaa  tiM 
want  ef  an  adequate  wpply  oif  provisionst,  id 
abandon  the  senrice  on  whieli  they  were  eaa* 
ployed  as  aforesaid,  and  to  return  to  Detroit 
aforesaid ;  the  said  detachment  under  the  aaid 
Colonel  Duncan  McArthur  aad  the  said  Coloiiel 
Lewis  Cass,  (W>m  want  of  an  adequate  sapply  of 
provisions  were  unable  to  prosecute  and  acconi^ 
plish  the  serf  ice  on  which  they  were  tmployei 
as  aforesaid,  and  were  returning  to  Detroit  afora* 
said,  at  the  Ctme  of  the  abandonaaent  aadsanre*- 
der  of  the  said  Fort  Detroit  and  the  said  army  at 
the  said  United  Slates  to  the  British  forces  ua- 
dev  the  command  of  Major  General  Brdek  ai 
afwesaid;  and  finally,  the  said  ooaamunkatiett 
between  the  said  Fort  Detroit  and  the  said  army 
of  the  said  United  States,  under  the  commaikl  at 
the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Holt,  aiid 
the  said  American  settlement  aad  military  poet 
at  the  said  river  Raisin,  in  the  Territory  of  Ma« 
chigan  aforesaid,  by  reason  of  the  said  n^gleets 
and  omissioas  of  the  said  Brigadnr  Gaiend 
William  HaU  as  aforesaid,  was  aad  remained  i»- 
terrupted  and  totally  cut  off  by  the  enemy,  to 
wit:  from  the  nid  first  day  of  August,  in  the 
year  aforesaid,  or  from  some  other  day  in  the  said 
month  of  August,  or  in  the  preceding  month  of 
July,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  to  and  induding  the 
said  sixteenth  day  of  Augfusi,  in  the  year  iSbra* 
said* 

8iafth  apeqg^Seofion.— And,  also,  in  thb :  Thai 
daring  the  continuance  of  the  said  war,  so  aa 
aforesaid  carried  on  and  prosecuted,  by  and  W 
tween  the  said  United  States  of  America  ai^ 
their  Territories,  and  the  said  United  Kingdom  af 
Great  Britain  and  Irdand  and  the  dependencies 
thereof,  the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hsfl. 
with  the  said  Northwestern  army  of  the  said 
United  Smtes,  under  his  command  as  aforesaid| 
having  invaded  and  entered  the  said  British  pror* 
ittce  of  Upper  Canada  as  aforesaid,  aad  haviM 
declared  and  avowed  an  intention  and  desigiToF 
investing  aad  attacking  the  said  British  fort 
caUed  Maldeii,  otherwise  called  Aaiiieratbarg,  ia 
the  said  British  province  of  Upper  Canada,  aad 
a  detachment  of  the  said  army  under  his  com* 
maud  aforesaid,  led  h^  the  said  Ooloaet  Lewia 
Cass,  and  the  said  LteateiAint  Colonel  Jamea 
Miller^  having  attacked  (and  repulsed  the  encoafi 
aad  setted  upon  a  certain  bridge  over  the  rtvar 
called  the  river  Aux  Oaaard,  on  t&e  rottte  fn 
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Sftt^wicli,  itt  the  taid  British  proTiDce  of  Upper 
CftOft^  to  the  taid  British  fort  called  Maiden, 
otherwise  called  Amhersthora^{  yet  the  said  Brig- 
adier Gteaerai  Willimn  Hull  well  kaowiog  the 
premises,  and  uamiDdful  of  the  trust  reposed  in 
him,  to  wit:  on  or  about  the  eighteenth  day  of 
July,  iu  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve  aforesaid,  at  Sandwich  aforesaid,  in  the 
British  province  of  Upper  Canada  aforesaid,  was 
g»iHy  of  neffftect  of  duty  and  uaoflleerlike  con- 
duet,  by  Beglectiag  and  omitting  to  adranee  with 
the  said  army  nn&t  his  oommaad  as  aforesaid, 
to  maintain  or  attempt  to  maintain  the  posses- 
sion of  the  said  bridge  orer  the  said  river,  called 
the  river  Aux  Canard,  and  by  neglecting  and 
•mkciag  to  proceed  to  the  imaaediate  investment 
and  attack  of  the  said  British  Sort  called  Maiden, 
otherwise  called  Amherstburg,  in  the  said  Brit- 
ish province  of  Upper  Canada,  whereby  the  ad- 
vanfa|;e  of  aequiring  and  keeping  pesseosion  of 
the  eaid  bridge  over  the  aid  fiver  called  the  river 
Aux  Canard,  as  aforesaid,  was  improvidently  lost. 
and  the  prospect  of  a  successful  investment  ana 
attack  upon  the  said  British  fort  called  Maiden, 
otherwise  called  Amherstburg.  speedily  vanished. 
Seventh  «pec^lca<ion.— And,  also^  in  this :  That 
during  the  continuance  of  the  said  war,  so  as 
aforesaid  carried  oq  and  prosecuted  by  and  be- 
tween the  said  United  States  of  America  and 
their  Territories,  and  the  said  United  Kingdom 
of  Qreat  Britain  and  IreUuid,  and  the  dependen* 
cies  thereof,  the  said  Brigadier  General  mlliam 
HulL  with  the  said  fiorthwestem  army  of  the 
said  United  States  under  his  command  as  afore- 
said, having  evacuated  the  said  British  province 
of  Upper  Canada,  returning  thence  to  Detroit 
aibresaid,  ia  the  Territory  of  Michigan  afore- 
said, the  eoemy  having  auerwards  takeo  posses- 
sioB  of  the  bank  of  the  said  river  Detroit,  oppo- 
sile  io  Dett^t  aforesaid,  and  thereon  erected  bat- 
teries wherewith  to  attack  and  annoy  as  well  the 
said  fort  of  Detroit,  and  the  American  posts  and 
batteriesereeted  and  established  near  theretoas  the 
town  of  Detroit,  in  theMid  Territory  of  Michigan, 
theentmiy  having  alsomtanifested  an  intention  and 
desi«  to  invade  and  enter  the  said  Territory  of 
Mich^fan,  and  to  invest  and  attack  the  said  Fort 
Detroit;  and  the  enemy  having  also,  afterwards, 
in  porsoaoee  of  such  intention  and  design,  land- 
ed at  a  place  called  Spring  Wells,  otherwise  called 
Spring  Hill;  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  said  Fort 
Dttfoit,  in  the  Territory  of  MichiMn  aforesaid; 
yet  the  said  Brigadier  Gkneul  William  Hull, 
well  kaowinff  the  premises^nd  unmindful  of  the 
trust  reposed  in  him,  to  wit :  from  the  eleventh 
day  of  August  to  and  inelading  ti&e  sixteenth 
day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
haadred  and  twelve  aforesaid,  was  guilty  of  ne- 
gleet  of  duty  and  uneltorlike  conduct,  by  ne< 
glacting  and  omitting  to  pre^ent^  and  to  attempt 
to  prevent,  the  enemv  from  erecting  the  said  bat* 
tertes  on  tne  bank  of  the  said  river  Detroit,  op- 
posite to  the  said  fort  of  X>e«roit  afbreeaid ;  by 
negkcting  and  omitting  to  fortify  the  landing 
ptee  at  the  said  Spring  Wells,  otherwbe  called 
Sfiring  Hill,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  nfore- 


said ;  and  by  neglecting  and  omitting  to  annof 
and  attack  the  enemy  on  and  after  his  landing  at 
Spring  Wells,  otherwise  called  Spring  Hill  afore- 
said, m  the  Territory  of  Michigan  aforesaid  ; 
whereby  the  enemy  was  enabled  securely  to 
erect  the  said  batteries  on  the  bank  of  the  said 
river  Detroit  as  aforesaid,  for  attacking  and  an^ 
noying  as  well  the  said  fort  of  Detroit  and  t^ 
American  posts  and  batteries  erected  and  estab* 
lished  near  thereto,  as  the  said  town  of  Detroit, 
to  invade  the  said  Territory  of  Michigan,  with* 
out  opposition  or  loss,  and  to  approach  the  said 
Fort  Detroit,  with  the  air  and  confidence  of  a 
triumph. 

A.  J.  DALLAS, 

Judge  Advocate, 

Wbdnbsdat,  January  5. 

The  court  met  at  the  Capitol,  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment.   Present,  all  the  members. 

General  Hull  having  appeared,  the  charges  and 
specifications  were  read  to  him  by  the  Judge  Ad- 
vocate ;  and  being  asked  if  he  was  ready  to  plead 
to  them,  answered  that  he  was,  and  that  he 
pleaded  not  guilty  to  all  the  charges  and  specift- 
cations. 

Fbidat,  March  25» 

All  the  evidence  being  read,  (whether  on  the 
part  of  the  prosecution  or  the  defonoe,}  applicable 
to  the  first  charge,  and  the  specifications  attached 
to  that  charge,  and  after  due  deliberation  had 
thereon,  the  court  express  the  following  opinion  :• 

The  accused  having,  in  his  final  defence;  pro- 
tested against  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  to  try 
the  charge  of  treason^and  the  opinion  of  the  court 
being,  that  the  objection  would  have  been  tenable 
if  the  same  had  beei^  pleaded  by  the  accused  on 
his  arraignment;  and  believing,  also,  thstt  the 
court  cannot  acquire  jurisdiction  of  the  offence 
by  the  waiver  or  consent  of  the  accused,  they  de-' 
cllne  making  any  formal  decision  on  that  charge. 
The  evidence  on  the  subject  having;,  howeveri 
been  publicly  given,  the  court  deem  it  proper,  in 
justice  to  the  accused,  to  say  that  they  do  not  be-* 
lieve,  from  anything  that  bis  appeared  before.' 
them,  that  Brigadier  General  William  Hull  has 
committed  treason  against  the  United  States. 

On  the  second  charge,  and  the  specifications 
attached  to  that  charge,  (after  hearing  all  the 
evidence  and  defence,  and  after  due  deliberatioii 
thereon,)  the  court  find  Brigadier  General  Wil- 
liam Hull  guilty  of  the  first,  second,  and  fourth 
specifications  under  that  charge ;  and  also  guilty 
of  the  third  specification  under  that  charge,  except 
that  part  which  charges  the  said  Brigadier  Ge»- 
era!  William  Hull  with  **  forbidding  the  Ameri- 
can artillery  to  fire  on  the  enemy  on  their  mare^ 
towards  the  said  Fort  Detroit."  ' 

The  court  find  the  said  Brigadier  General  Wil- 
liam Hull  guilty  of  the  second  charge. 

On  the  third  charge^  the  court,  after  havinc 
heard  the  evidence,  (as  well  as  the  defence,)  and 
after  due  deliberation,  find  the  said  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral WtUtam  Hull  g«ilty  of  neglect  of  duty  and 
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UDoffieerlike  cooductyAs  charged  in  the  6rtt  spe^ 
eifieation  under  this  charge,  in  omitting,  with 
aoAcient  care  and  frequency,  to  inspect,  train,  ex- 
ercise, and  order,  and  to  cause  to  be  trained,  in- 
spected, exercised,  and  ordered,  the  troops  under 
his  command,  from  the  sixth  day  of  July  until 
the  seTenteenth  day  of  August,  1812 ;  and  acquit 
him  of  4 he  residue  of  the  charge  contained  in  that 
•specification. 

The  court  acquit  the  said  Brigadier  General 
William  Hull  of  the  second  and  third  specifica- 
«tions  of  the  same  charge. 

The  court  find  the  said  Brigadier  General  Wil- 
liam Hull  guilty  of  the  whole  of  the  fourth  speci- 
fication of  that  charge,  except  that  part  which 
charges  him  with  not  seasonably  repairing,  fit- 
ting, and  transporting,  or  causing  to  be  fitt^,  re- 
paired, and  transported,  the  guns  and  gun-car- 
riages which  were  necessary  to  the  operations  of 
the  war  in  the  said  British  province  of  Upper 
Canada. 

The  court  find  the  said  Brigadier  General  Wil- 
liam Hull  guilty  of  so  much  of  the  fifth  specifica- 
tion to  that  charge  as  relates  to  neglect  of  duty 
and  unofficerlike  conduct,  in  sufierinff  his  com- 
munication with  the  river  Raisin  and  the  State 
of  Ohio  to  be  cut  ofij  and  sending  Major  Van 
Home  to  attempt  to  open  the  same  with  an  inad- 
equate force  'y  he,  the  said  Brigadier  General  Wil- 
liam Hull,  having  reason  to  know  or  believe  the 
•ame  was  insufficient;  and  the  court  acquit  him 
of  the  residue  of  that  specification. 

The  court  find  the  said  Brigadier  General  Wil- 
liam Hull  guilty  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  specifi- 
cations of  that  charge. 

The  court  find  the  said  Brigadier  General  Wil- 
liam Hull  guilty  of  the  third  charge. 

Satubdat,  March  26. 

Tlie  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Pres- 
ent, all  the  members. 

The  court,  in  consequence  of  their  determina- 
tion resi>ecting  the  second  and  third  charges,  and 
the  specifications  under  these  charges,  exhibited 
against  the  said  Brigadier  General  William  Hull, 
and  after  due  consideration,  do  sentence  him  to 
be  $k<a  to  deatl^^two-thirdti  of  the  court  concur- 
ring in  the  sentence. 

The  court,  in  consideration  of  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Hull's  revolutionary  services,  and  his  ad- 
vanced age,  earnestly  recommend  him  to  the 
mercy  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Monday,  March  28. 
The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.   Pres- 
ent, all  the  members. 

The  proceedings  having  been  read  over,  and 
approved  and  signed  by  the  President,  the  court 
then  adjourned  sine  die, 

H.  DEARBORN, 

Preiident  of  the  Court, 
M.  VAN  BUREN, 

Special  Judge  Advocate. 
PHILIP  S.  PARKER, 

Army  Judge  Advocate,  a$$*t. 


ApftiL  25,  1814. 
The  sentence  of  the  court  is  approved,  mad  the 
execution  of  it  remitted. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

By  directions  of  the  Court  Martial,  the  Presi- 
dent  gave  the  following  directions  to  General 
HuU: 

<'  ALBAEfT,  March  28, 1814. 
^Sia:  You  will  please  return  to  your  usmI 
place  of  residence  in  Massachusetts,  and  there 
continue  until  you  shall  receive  orders  from  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates. 
^  Your  humble  servant, 

«  H.  DEARBORN,  Mqj,  GenH, 

Preeident  of  the  Court  MartiaL   , 
«Brig.  Gen.  Wm.  Hull." 

Aoj't  and  Im  spbotor  Gen's  otfiok, 

Waehingtm  April  25, 1814. 

GBNBRAL     0RDBR8. 

The  roll  of  the  Army  is  not  to  be  longer  dis- 
honored by  having  upon  it  the  name  of  Brigadier 
General  William  Hull. 

The  General  Court  Martial,  of  which  Major 
General  Dearborn  is  President,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

By  order,  J.  B.  WALBACH, 

Adjutant  General, 


NAVAL  GENERAL  ORDER. 

Navt  Dbpartment,  July  29, 1811 
The  palpable  and  criminal  intercourse  held 
with  the  enemy's  forces,  blockading  and  invading 
the  waters  and  shores  of  the  United  States,  is,  in 
a  militarv  view,  an  offence  of  so  deep  a  die  a»  to 
call  for  the  vigilant  interposition  of  all  the  Naval 
officers  of  the  United  States. 

This  intercourse  is  not  only  carried  on  by  fof- 
eigners,  under  the  specious  garb  of  frteadly  flags, 
who  convey  provisions,  water,  and  succors  of  all 
kinds,  (ostensibly  destined  for  friendly  ports,  in 
the  face,  too,  of  a  declared  and  rigorous  blockade,) 
direct  to  the  fleets  and  stations  of  the  enemy,  with 
constant  intelligence  of  our  naval  and  miUtaxy 
force  and  preparation,  and  the  means  of  eoQtinii-> 
ing  and  conducting  the  invasion,  to  the  greatest 
possible  annoyance  of  the  country;  but  the  same 
traffic,  intercourse,  and  intelligence  is  carried  oa 
with  great  subtility  and  treachery  by  profligate 
citizens,  who,  in  vessels  ostensibly  navigating  oar 
own  waters,  from  port  to  port,  under  cover  of 
night,  or  other  circumstances  favoring  their  toi- 
pitude,  find  means  to  eonvev  succors  or  intetU- 
ffence  to  the  enemy,  and  elude  the  penalty  of  the 
law.  This  lawless  traffic  and  intercourse  is  also 
carried  on  to  a  great  extent  in  craft,  whose  ca- 
pacity exempts  them  from  the  regulations  of  the 
revenue  laws,  and  from  the  vigilance  which  ves- 
sels of  greater  capacity  attract. 

I  am,  therefore,  commanded  bv  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  enjoin  and  direct  all  naral 
commanding  officers  to  exercise  the  strictest  vigi- 
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lance,  and  to  stop  and  detain  all  Tessels  or  craft* 
whatsoever,  proceedioff,  or  apparently  intending 
to  proceed,  towards  the  enemy's  vessels  within 
the  waters,  or  hovering  about  the  harbors  of  the 
United  States ;  or  towards  any  station  occupied 
by  the  enemy  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  from  which  vessels  or  craft  the  enemy 
might  derive  sueeors  or  intelligence. 

W-  JONES. 

To  COMMANDINO  OrFtOBRS 

CfetatUme  or  veeeek  of  U.  8.  Navif. 


capture;  of  the  BRITiaH  FLEET  ON  LAKE 
ERIE  AND  BRIO  BOXER. 


[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  December  31, 1813.] 
Navt  Dbpaatmbiit, 

December  37, 1813. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  request^  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  copies  of  the  official  letter  and 
documents  narrating  the  splendid  and  decisive 
Tictory  gained  on  the  10th  of  September,  on  Lake 
Brie,  by  the  United  States'  squadron  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  over 
a  British  squadron  of  superior  force,  commanded 
by  a  distinguished  veteran  officer. 

The  effects  of  this  victory  are  no  less  impor- 
tant to  the  national  interest  and  security,  than 
the  tinrivalled  splendor  of  the  achievement  and 
generous  sympathy  of  the  victors  is  honorable  to 
the  national  character. 

While  the  heroic  commander  of  the  American 
squadron  justly  merits  the  highest  honors  which 
the  expression  of  the  National  Councils  can  be- 
stow, the  second  in  command  on  that  eventful 
day  appears  to  merit  iMirticular  distinction,  for 
the  important  and  decisive  share  he  had  in  that 

Slorious  event ;  and  it  is  grateful  in  the  highest 
egree  to  reflect  that  every  officer  and  man,  on 
that  trying  occasion,  discharged  his  duty  to  the 
nation  with  zeal,  fidelity,  and  honor. 

I  have  the  honor  also  to  enclose  copies  of  the 
official  accounts  of  the  action  between  the  United 
States'  brig  Enterprise  and  the  British  sloop  of 
war  Boxer,  which  terminated  in  a  victory,  which, 
for  brilliancy  and  decision,  it  is  believed,  has 
never  been  surfAssed  in  single  action.  The  force 
of  the  enemy,  in  this  case,  was,  if  not  actually 
saperior,  at  least  equal  to  that  of  the  Enterprise ; 
but  the  comparative  effect  of  the  skill  and  nre  of 
each  proves  that,  had  the  enemy  been  greatly  su- 
'  perior  in  force,  the  result  must  have  been  the 
same.  In  this  action,  the  gallant  commander  of 
the  Enterprise  displayed  the  highest  degree  of 
skill  and  intrepidity,  and  died  in  the  arms  of  vic- 
tory ;  but  being  mortally  wounded  early  in  the 
action,  was  most  ably  succeeded  by  Lieutenant 
McCall,  whoee  conduct  on  that  occasion  it  is 
impossible  to  appreciate  too  highly. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ae. , 

W.  JONES. 
Hon.  John  Gaillard, 

Chairman  Niaval  Qmmitiee. 


U.  S.  brio  Niagara,  Lake  Erie, 

September  10, 1813,  4,  P.  M. 
Sir  :  It  has  pleased  the  Almighty  to  give  to 
the  arms  of  the  United  States  a  signal  victory  ^ 
over  their  enemies  on  this  lake. 

The  British  squadron,  consisting  of  two  ships, 
two  brigs,  one  schooner,  and  one  sloop,  have  this 
moment  surrendered  to  the  force  under  my  com- 
mand, after  a  sharp  conflict. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  dec. 

O.  H.  PERRY. 
Hon.  William  Jones. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


U.  8.  sohoonbr  Ariel, 
Put'in-Bay^  Sept.  13, 1813. 

Sir  :  In  my  last,  I  informed  you  that  we  had 
captured  the  enemy's  fleet  on  this  lake.  I  have 
now  the  honor  to  give  you  the  most  important 
particulars  of  the  action. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant,  at  sunrise, 
they  were  discovered  from  Put  in-Bay,  where  I 
lay  at  anchor  with  the  squadron  under  m^  com- 
mand. We  got  under  way,  the  wind  light  at 
Southwest,  and  stood  for  them.  At  ten  A.  M. 
the  wind  hauled  to  Southeast  and  brought  us  to 
windward;  formed  the  line,  and  bore  up.  At 
fiAeen  minutes  before  twelve,  the  enemy  com- 
menced firing ;  at  five  minutes  before  twelve,  the 
action  commenced  on  our  part.  Finding  their 
fire  very  destructive,  owing  to  their  long  guns, 
and  iu  being  mostly  directed  at  the  Lawrence.  I 
made  sail,  and  directed  the  other  vessels  to  fol- 
low, for  the  purpose  of  dosing  with  the  enemy. 
Every  brace  and  bowline  being  soon  shot  away, 
she  became  unmanageable,  notwithstanding  the 
great  exertions  of  the  sailinj^aster.  In  this 
situation^  she  sustained  the  action  upwards  of  two 
hours,  within  canister  distance,  until  every  gun 
was  rendered  useless,  and  the  greater  part  of  her 
crew  either  killed  or  wounded.  Finding  she  could 
no  longer  annoy  the  enemy,  I  left  her  in  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Varnall,  who,  I  was  convinced, 
from  the  bravery  already  displayed  by  him,  would 
do  what  would  comport  with  the  honor  of  the 
flag.  At  half  past  two,  the  wind  springing  up, 
Captain  Elliott  was  enabled  to  bring  his  vessel, 
the  Niagara,  gallantly  into  dose  action.  I  imme- 
diately went  on  board  of  her,  when  he  anticipated 
my  wishes,  by  volunteering  to  bring  the  schoon- 
ers, which  had  been  kept  astern  by  the  lightness 
of  the  wind,  into  closer  action.  It  was  with  un* 
speakable  pain  that  I  saw,  soon  after  I  got  on 
board  the  Niagara,  the  flag  of  the  Lawrence  come 
down ;  although  I  was  perfectly  sensible  that  she 
had  been  defended  to  the  last,  and  that,  to  have 
continued  to  make  a  show  of  resistance  would 
have  been  a  wanton  sacrifice  of  the  remains  of 
her  brave  crew.  But  the  enemy  was  not  able  to 
take  possession  of  her,  and  circumstances  soon 
permitted  her  flag  again  to  be  hoisted.  At  forty- 
tive  minutes  past  two  the  signal  was  made  lor 
"closer  action.''  The  Niagara  being  very  little 
injured,  I  determined  to  pass  through  the  enemy's 
line ;  bore  up,  and  passed  ahead  of  their  two  ships 
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and  a  brig,  giTiag  a  lakiog  fir«  to  fhev,  from  the 
starboard  goas,  and  to  a  lar^e  schooner  and  sloop 
from  the  larboard  side,  at  half  pistol  shot  distance. 
The  smaller  vessels,  at  this  time,  haviag  ffot  with- 
'  in  grape  an^  canister  distance,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Captain  Elliott  and  keeping  up  a  well 
directed  fire,  the  two  ships,  a  brig,  and  schooner, 
surrendered,  a  schooner  and  sloop  making  a  vain 
attempt  to  escape. 

Those  officers  and  men  who  were  immediately 
under  my  observation,  evinced  the  greatest  gal- 
lantry ;  and  1  have  no  doubt  that  all  others  con- 
ducted themselves  as  became  American  officers 
and  seamen. 

Lieutenant  Yarnall,  first  of  the  Lawrence,  al- 
thdigh  several  times  waasded,  refused  to  quit  the 
deck. 

Midshipman  Forrest,  (doiiiff  duty  as  lieuten- 
ant^) and  Sailingmaster  Taylor,  were  of  great 
assistance  to  me, 

I  have  great  pain  in  staling  to  yon  the  death  of 
Lieutenant  Brooks  of  the  marines,  aud  Midship- 
man Laub,  both  of  the  Lawrence,  and  Midship- 
man John  Clart  of  the  Scorpipn ;  they  were  val- 
uable and  promising  officers. 

Mr.  Hambleton,  purser,  who  volunteered  his 
services  on  deek,  was  severely  wounded,  late  in 
the  action}  Miclshipmen  Claxton  and  Swart- 
wout,  of  the  Lawrence,  were  severely  wounded* 

On  board  the  Niagara,  Lieutenants  Smith  and 
Edwards,  and  Midshipman  Webster,  (doing  duty 
as  sailingmaster,)  behaved  in  a  very  handsome 
manner. 

Captain  Brevoost,  of  the  army,  who  aeted  as  a 
volunteer,  in  the  capacity  of  a  marine  officer,  on 
board  that  vessel,  is  an  excellent  and  brave  offi^ 
cer^  and  with  his  musketry  did  great  execution. 

Lieutenant  Turner,  commanding  the  Caledo- 
nia, brought  that  vessel  into  action  in  the  most 
able  manner,  and  is  an  officer  that,  in  all  situa- 
tions, may  be  relied  on. 

The  Ariel,  Lieutenant  Packet,  and  Scorpion, 
Sailin|^master  Champlin,  were  enaliled  to  get 
early  mto  action,  and  were  of  great  service. 

Captain  Elliott  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of 
Mr.  Magrath,  purser,  who  had  been  despatched 
in  a  boat  on  service,  previous  to  my  getting  on 
board  the  Niagara ;  and  being  a  seaman,  since  the 
action  has  rendered  essential  service  in  taking 
charge  of  one  of  the  prizes. 

Of  Captain  Elliott,  already  so  wdl  known  to 
the  Qovemment,  it  would  almost  be  superfluous 
to  speak.  In  this  action  he  eviaeed  his  charac- 
teristic bravery  and  judgment;  and,  since  the 
close  of  the  action,  has  given  me  the  most  able 
and  essential  assistance. 

1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  return  of  the 
killed  and  wounded,  together  with  a  statement  of 
the  relative  force  of  the  squadrons.  The  oap- 
Uin  and  first  lieutenant  of  the  dueen  Char- 
lotte, and  first  lieutenant  of  the  Detroit,  were 
killed ;  Captain  Barclay,  senior  officer,  and  the 
commander  of  the  Lady  Prevost,  severely  wound- 
ed. The  commanders  of  the  Hunter  and  Chip- 
pewa, slightly  wounded. 

Their  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  I  have  not 


vet  been  able  to  ascertain ;  it  must,  howenrar,  liave 
been  very  great. 

Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

a  H.  PERRY. 
Hon.  William  Jones, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

LUt  qfJMed  and  wounded  on  hoard  of  the  Vm^ 
ted  States^  eqtiad/rm,  under  command  tfO.  H. 
Perry ^  E$q,^  in  the  aetwn  of  IfHh  September, 
IS13,  viz: 

On  board  the  LawrenUy  kiHed, 

1.  John  Brooks  lieutenant  marines. 

2.  Henry  Laub,  midbhipraan. 

3.  Christopher  Mayhew,  quartermaster. 

4.  James  W.  Allen,  seaman. 

5.  Joseph  Kennedy,  seaman^ 

6.  John  C.  Kelly,  private  in  the  regiment. 

7.  John  Smith,  seaman. 

8.  William  Cranston,  ordinary  seaman. 

9.  Andrew  Michael,  seaman. 

10.  John  Hoffman,  ordinary  seaman. 

11.  Charles  Pohig,  seaman. 

12.  Nelson  Peters,  seaman. 

13.  James  Jones,  seamaa. 

14.  John  Rose,  seaman. 

15.  James  Carty.  sailmaker's  mate. 

16.  Thomas  Butler,  seaman. 

17.  Wilson  Mays,  carpenter's  mate. 

18.  James  Brown,  seamaa. 

19.  Ethelred  Sykes,  landsman. 

20.  Philip  Sharbley,  corporal  of  marines. 

21.  Jesse  Harland,  private. 

22.  Abner  Williams,  private. 

On  board  the  Lawreneep  wounded^ 

1.  John  J.  Yarnall,  1st  lieutenant,  slightly. 

2.  Dulaney  Forrest.  2d  lieutenant,  slightly. 

3.  William  N.Taylor, sailingmaster, slightly. 

4.  Samuel  Hambleton,  purser,  severely. 

5.  Thomas  Claxton,  midshipman,  severely* 

6.  Augustus  Swartwout,  midshipman,  aev. 

7.  Jonas  Stone,  carpenter,  slightly. 

8.  William  C.  Keen^  master-at-arms,  sliFhrJy. 

9.  Francis  Mason,  quartermaster,  severdy. 

10.  John  Newen,  ditto,  severelv. 

11.  Joseph  Lewis,  ditto,  sliffhtly. 

12.  Ezekiel  Fowler,  ditto,  slightly. 

13.  John  £.  Brown,  quarter-gunner,  severely. 

14.  Henry  Sehroeder,  ordinary  seaaMS,  stv. 

15.  Benoni  Price,  seaman,  severely. 

16.  Thomas  Robinson,  seaman,  severely. 

17.  Peter  Kinsley,  seaman,  severely. 

18.  Nathan  Chapman,  seaman,  severely. 

19.  Thomas  Hill,  ordinary  seaman,  severely. 

20.  Barney  McCain,  ditto,  severely. 

21.  William  Dawsoa^  seaman,  severely. 

22.  Westerly  Johnson,  ordinary  seaman,  sav. 

23.  Samuel  Spy  wood,  dkio,  severely. 

24.  Robert  Hill,  seaman,  sl^^htly. 

25.  Francis  Cnmmings,  ordinary  seaman^  amu 

26.  Thomas  Reed,  duto,  severely. 

27.  Wm.  Johnson,  boatswain's  mate,  severely. 

28.  James  Helan,  ditto,  slightly. 

29.  Qeorge  Cornell,  oarpeoi^r^  Biate^  aUghtly. 
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90.  Thomts  Htttntnoiid,  armorer,  slightly. 
31.  William  Thompson,  seaman,  sererefy. 
2SL  Gieorgfe  Varaum,  seaman,  severely. 

33.  James  Moses,  seaman,  sererelv. 

34.  Williftvi  Roe,  seaman,  seTerely. 

35.  Joseph  Denning,  seamao,  severely. 
3&  William  Daring,  seaman,  severely. 

37.  John  Clay,  seaman,  severely. 

38.  Stephen  F^airfielcl,  seaman,  severely. 

39.  Qeorge  Williams,  seaman^  severely. 

40.  Lannon  Hiise,  seaman,  severely. 

41.  James  Waddington,  seaman,  severely. 

42.  John  Bomham,  seaman,  severely. 

43.  John  Bardeen^  seamen,  severely. 

44.  Andrew  Matuson,  seaman,  severely. 

45.  Jeremiah  Eastbrook^  ordinary  seaman,  sev. 

46.  Charles  Vandyke,  ditto,  severely. 

47.  William  Simpson,  ditto,  severely. 

48.  Jesse  Williams,  ditto,  slightly. 

49.  James  Hadley,  ditto,  slightly. 

50.  James  Bird,  marine,  severely. 

51.  William  Barnett,  marine,  severely. 
5d.  William  Baggs,  marine,  severely. 

53.  David  Christie,  marine,  severely. 

54.  Henry  Vanpoole,  marine,  severely. 

55.  Thomas  Tufi^  landsman,  severely. 

56.  Elijah,  Barlin,  ditto,  severely. 

57.  John  Adams,  ditto^  slightly. 

SB.  diaries  Harrington,  ditto^  slightly. 

59.  William  B.  Ferkins>  ditto,  slighdy; 

60.  Nathaniel  Wade,  boy.  severely. 

61.  Newport  Hasard,  boyj  slightly. 

On  the  morning  of  the  action,  the  siek  list  of 
the  Lawrence  contained  thirty-one  anfic  for  duty. 
On  board  the  Niagara,  hUkd, 
V.  Morell,  seaman  \  Isaac  Hardy,  ordinary  do. 
On  hoard  the  Niof^ara^  toounded. 
1.  John  J.  Edwards,  lieutenant. 

3.  John  L.  Cummings,  midshipman. 

3i  Edward  Martin,  seaman,  (since  dead.) 

4.  Wm.  Davis,  ordinary  seaman,  (since  dead.) 

5.  Joshua  Trapnel,  marine,  (since  dead.) 

6.  Ronvell  Hall,  ordinary  seaman. 

7.  Gkorge  Plan,  seaman. 

6l  EUas  Wiley,  ordinary  seaman. 
9.  Henry  Davidson,  seaman. 

10.  John  M.  Strebeck,  ordinary  seaman. 

11.  John  Freeman,  ordinary  seamnn. 
13.  James  Sansford,  seaman. 

13.  Thomas  Wilson,  seaman. 

14.  Charles  Davidson,  seaman. 

15.  Daniel  Bennet,  seaman. 

16.  John  Felton,  boatswain's  oEiate. 

17.  Sergeant  MasoD,  marine. 

18.  Corporal  Scott,  marine. 

19.  Thomas  Miller,  marine. 
80.  John  Ramaa.  marine. 

21.  George  McManooiy,  BMifine. 

22.  Qeorge  Scoffield,  marine. 

23.  Samuel  Cechran,  marine. 

On  the  morning  of  the  action,  the  sick  list  of 
the  Niagara  contained  twenty-eight  unfit  for  duty. 
On  board  the  Caiedonia,  wounded* 

James  Artua,  slightly;  Isaac  Perkins,  slightly) 
Janes  Philips,  slightly. 


On  board  the  Somen,  wounded. 
Charles  Olrdun  and  Godfrey  Bowman. 

On  hoard  the  Ariel  kiUed. 
John  White,  boatswain's  mate. 
Wounded, — William  Sloss,  ordinary  seaman, 
slightly ;  Robert  Wilson,  seaman,  slightly.   John 
Lncas,  landsman,  slightly. 

On  board  the  TVippe,  Wounded. 
Isaac  Careen,  soldier,  26th  regiment,  badly }  John 
Nailes,  soldier,  17th  regiment,  slightly. 
On  hoard  the  Porcupine. 
None  killed  or  wounded. 

On  board  the  Scorpion,  kOled. 
John  Clark,  midshipman ;  John  Sf  Ihamamer, 
landsman. 

On  board  Me  Tigrees. 
Noae  killed  or  wounded. 
Two  da3rs  previous  to  action,  the  sick  lists  of 
the  small  vessels  contained  the  names  of  fiAy- 
seven  men  unfit  for  service. 


RECAPITULATION. 

KUled.  wounded.  TMal. 

Lawrence 

32 

61         83 

Niagara 

2 

23        26 

Caledonia 

0 

3          3 

Somers 

0 

2          2 

Ariel    . 

1 

3          4 

Trippe 

0 

2          2 

Porcupine 

0 

6          0 

Soorpion 

% 

0          2 

Tigress 

0 

0          0 

Total 


27 


94      121 


S.  HAMBLETON,  Purser. 
O.  H.  PERRY, 

Cetpterinand  8emor  Officer. 

Statement  of  the  force  of  the  British  squadron. — 
Detroit,  ship,  lOeuns,  one  on  pivot,  and  two  how- 
itzers ;  Q^een  Charlotte,  ship,  17  guns,  one  on 
pivot ;  Lady  Prevost,  schooner,  13  guns,  one  on 
pivot ;  Hunter,  brig,  10  guns ;  Little  Belt,  sloop, 
3  guns;  Chippewa,  schooner,  1  gun  and  two 
swivels. — 63  guns. 

Note. — The  Detroit  is  a  new  ship,  very  strongly 
built,  and  mounts  long  twenty-tours,  eighteens, 
and  twelves. 

Statement  of  the  force  qf  the  United  States 
f^tiodron.— Lawrence,  brig.  20  guns ;  Niagara, 
brig,  20  guns;  Caledonia,  orig,  3  guns;  ArieL 
schooner,  4  guns,  (one  burst  early  in  action  u 
Scorpion,  schooner,  2  guns ;  Somers,  schooner,  2 
guns;  Trippe,  sloop,  1  gun;  Tigress,  schooner,  I 
gun ;  Porcupine,  schooner,  1  gun. — 54  guns. 

The  exact  number  of  the  enemy's  force  has  not 
been  ascertained,  but  I  have  good  reason  to  be« 
lieve  that  it  exceeded  ours  by  nearly  one  hundred 
men. 


Boston,  September  7, 1613. 
Sia:  The  enclosed  letters  will  give  yoa  the 
information  of  a  brilliant  victory  gained  by  tha 
Uniiad  Siatas'  brig  Enterpriae  over  His  Britamic 
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Majesty's  brig  Boxer,  of  considerable  su^ , 

of  force.  NothiDff  that  I  can  say  would  add  to 
the  lustre  of  the  giTlant  action,  which  so  decidedly 
speaks  for  itself.  But  I  cannot  restrain  my  deep 
regret  for  the  loss  of  so  valuable  an  officer  as  the 
brare  Lieutenant  Burrows. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  greats  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BAINBRIDGE. 

Hon.  William  Jones, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy, 


PoRTLAnn,  September  7, 1813. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  last  evening  to  forward 
you  by  express,  through  the  hands  of  Commodore 
bainbridge,  a  letter  received  from  Samuel  Storer, 
Esq.,  Navy  Agent  at  this  place,  detailing  an  ac- 
count of  the  capture  of  the  British  brig  Boxer  by 
the  United  States'  brig  Enterprise. 

I  now  have  to  inform  you  that  I  left  Portsmouth 
this  morning,  and  have  this  moment  arrived  here, 
and  as  the  mail  is  closing,  I  have  only  time  to  en- 
close you  the  reportof  Lieutenant  McCall,  of  the 
Enterprise,  and  to  assure  you  that  a  statement  of 
the  two  vessels,  as  to  the  damage  they  have  re- 
ceived, ^.,  shall  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  surveys 
can  be  made ;  the  Boxer  has  received  much  dam- 
age in  her  hull,  masts,  and  sails ;  indeed  it  was 
with  difficulty  that  she  could  be  kept  afloat  to  set 
h^r  in.  The  Enterprise  k  only  injured  in  her 
masts  and  sails. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  HULL. 

Hon.  William  Jomrs, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

United  States'  brio  Enterprise, 

Portland^  September  7, 1813. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  unfortunate  death 
of  Lieutenant  Commander  William  Burrows,  late 
commander  of  this  vessel,  it  devolves  on  me  to 
acquaint  you  with  the  result  of  our  cruise. 

After  sailing  from  Portsmouth  on  the  Ist  in- 
stant, we  steered  to  the  eastward,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  3d,  off  Wood  Island,  discovered 
a  schooner,  which  we  chased  into  this  harbor, 
where  we  anchored. 

On  the  morninff  of  the  4th;  weighed  anchor, 
and  swept  out  and  continued  our  course  to  the 
eastward.  Having  received  information  of  sev- 
eral privateers  being  off  Monhegan,  we  stood  for 
that  place ;  and  on  the  following  morning,  in  the 
bay  near  Pemequid  Point,  discovered  a  brig  net- 
ting under  way,  which  appeared  to  be  a  vessel  of 
war,  and  to  which  we  immediatelv  gave  chase. 
She  fired  several  guns  and  stood  for  us,  having 
four  ensigns  hoisted.  After  reconnoitring  and 
discovering  her  force,  and  the  nation  to  which 
she  belonged,  we  hauled  upon  a  wind  to  stand 
out  of  the  bay,  and  at  3  o'clock  shortened  sail, 
tacked,  and  ran  down  with  an  intention  to  bring 
her  to  close  action. 

At  twenty  minutes  aftef  3  P.  M.,  when,  within 


half  pistol  shot,  the  firing  commenced  from  both^ 
and  »fter  being  warmly  kept  up,  and  with  some 
manoeuvring,  the  enemy  hailed,  and  said  thev  had 
surrendered,  about  4  P.  M.  Their  colors  being 
nailed  to  the  masts  could  not  be  hauled  down. 
She  proved  to  be  His  Britannic  Majesty's  late 
brig  Boyer,  of  fourteen  euns,  Samuel  Blythe. 
Esq.,  commander,  who  fell  in  the  earlf  part  of 
the  engagement,  having  received  a  cannon  shot 
througn  the  body.  And  I  am  sorry  to  add  that 
Lieutenant  Burrows,  who  had  gallantly  led  us  to 
action,  fell  also  about  the  same  time,  b^  a  musket 
bail  which  terminated  his  existence  in  eight  honrs. 

The  Enterprise  suffered  much  in  spars  and  rig- 
ffinff,  and  the  Boxer,  both  in  spars,  rigging,  and 
hull,  having  many  shot  between  wind  and  water. 

It  would  ne  doing  injustice  to  the  merit  of  Mr. 
Tillinghast.  second  Lieutenant,  were  I  not  to 
mention  the  able  assistance  I  received  from  him 
during  the  remainder  of  the  engagement^  by  his 
strict  attention  to  his  own  division  and  other  de- 

firtments.  And  the  officers  and  crew,  generally, 
am  happy  to  add,  from  their  cool  and  determined 
conduct,  have  my  warmest  approbation  and  ap- 
plause. . 

As  no  muster  roll  that  can  be  fnlly  relied  on 
has  come  into  my  possession,  I  cannot  exactly 
state  the  number  killed  on  board  the  Boxer ;  bat 
from  information  received  from  the  officers  of 
that  vessel,  it  appears  there  were  between  twenty 
and  thirty-five  killed,  and  fourteen  wounded.  En- 
closed is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board 
the  Enterprise. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

EDW.  R.  MoCALL,  iS^tor  Q^icer. 
Isaac  Hull,  Eso^  Comm*g  Naval  Cffflcer 
on  the  Eastern  station,  Portland, 


List  of  the  killed  and  Vfounded  on  koard  ike  Omittd 
StiUee'  brig  Enterpriid  m  the  emgagtmmi  wUk  ike 
British  bng  Boxer,  on  the  6th  S^tember,  1813. 
Killed, — Nathaniel  Qarren,  ordinary  seaman. 
Wounded, — William    Burrows,    commander, 
since  dead ;  Kerwin  Waters,  midshipman,  mor- 
tally; Elisha  Blossom,  carpenter's  mate,  sine« 
dead;    David  Horton,  quartermaster;   Roasdl 
Coates,  quartermaster;  Thomas  Orringi,  quar- 
termaster ;  Benjamin  Cianoon,  boatswain's  mate; 
Scuiler  Bradley,  seaman ;  James  Snow, seaman; 
Snow  Jones,  seaman ;  Peter  Barnard,  ordinary' 
seaman ;  William  Thomas,  2d,  seaman ;  John 
Fitzmen,  marine. 

EDW.  R.  McCALL,  Senior  Offker. 


REMISSION    OF    PENALTIES    AND 
FORFEITURES. 

[Commnnicsted  to  the  House,  Jane  16,  1813.] 

The  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasurf,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Stephen 
Giratd  and  others,  owners  of  the  ships  Good 
Friends,  United  Sutes,  and  Amazon,  and  thair 
cargoes,  respectfully  reporu : 
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Thtt  the  above  named  vessels,  with  their  car- 
goes, consisting  of  merchandise  of  the  growth. 
f>rodace,  or  manafacture  of  Great  Britain,  having 
eft  ports  in  Great  Britain  in  the  months  of  Octo- 
ber and  December,  18U,  arrived  at  Amelia  Isl- 
and, in  East  Florida,  between  the  22d  of  Decem- 
ber, 1811,and  the  lOthof  February,  1812,  and  were 
Iving  in  the  port  of  Fernandina,  in  that  island,  on 
toe  r8th  of  March,  1812,  on  which  day  possession 
was  taken  of  the  island  by  George  Mathews, 
under  a  pretended  aathority  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  Under  the  same 
aathoritv,  a  local  government  was  established  by 
him,  and  such  officers  appointed  as  he  deemed 
necessary  to  administer  it.  The  supercargoes  and 
agents  for  the  property  on  board  the  vessels  in 
question,  deeming  their  situation  insecure,  and 
that  the  value  of  the  cargoes  would  probably  in- 
vite hostile  or  predatory  attacks  lipon  them  if 
they  remained  in  a  port  where,  within  three  days, 
the  public  authority  had  been  exercised  under  no 
less  than  three  different  jurisdictions,  and  consid- 
ering themselves  as  already,  without  their  own 
agency  or  consent,  placed,  with  the  property  in 
their  charge,  tinder  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  applied  to  Gkneral  Mathews  for  permis- 
sion to  proceed  to  Philadelphia,  under  such  con- 
ditions and  restrictions  as  might  secure  the  prop« 
erty  from  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  to  which, 
by  the  then  existing  laws  of  the  United  States,  it 
would  be  exposed  if  imported  into  the  United 
States.  General  Mathews  granted  *this  request, 
considering,  as  he  himself  expressed  it,  "that  the 
vessels  and  their  cargoes  were  already  under  the 
protection  of  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and 
within  the  waters  of  an  integral  part  of  our  com- 
mon country;"  and  that  they  would  not  therefore 
be  subjected,  by  going  to  Philadelphia,  to  the 
prohibitions  of  the  non-importation  law.  He 
directed  that  the  vessels  and  cargoes  should  be 
delivered  in  charge  to  the  collector  of  Philadel- 
phia, should  so  remain  until  the  determination  of 
the  Government  in  relation  to  them  should  be 
known,  and  took  bonds  for  the  performance  of 
tbit  condition.  The  vensels  left  Amelia  Island 
on  the  lOtb  of  April,  1811,  and  arrived  in  the 
liver  Delaware,  on  their  way  to  Philadelphia,  on 
the  19th  day  of  the  same  month,  when  they  were 
ieixcd  by  the  collector  of  the  district  of  Dela- 
ware, and  were  subsequently  libelled  in  the  dis- 
trict conrt  of  that  district,  as  liable  to  forfeiture 
for  an  infringement  of  the  non-importation  act. 
The  taking  possession  of  Amelia  Island  by  Gen. 
Mathews,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  was  done, 
and  his  subsequent  acts  at  that  place,  being  alto- 
gether unauthorized  and  illegal,  the  license,  or 
permission  which  he  gave  for  the  vessels  to  pro- 
ceed to  Philadelphia  was  entirely  null,  and  they, 
with  their  cargoes,  were,  of  course,  on  coming 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  sul^ 
ject  to  forfeiture. 

These  are  the  material  facts  in  the  cases  repre- 
sented in  the  memorial.  The  grounds  on  which 
the  memorialists  ask  for  relief,  are, 

Ist.  That  the  lading  of  the  merchandise  on 
board  their  ^ps^  in  the  first  instance,  was  with- 


out any  intention  to  violate  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  March  Ist,  1809,  cpmmonly  called  the  non- 
importation act.  By  the  fifth  section  of  that  act, 
the  lading  of  prohibited  merchandise  on  board  of 
any  vessel  in  a  foreign  country,  with  an  intent  to 
import  the  same  into,  the  United  States,  is  made 
penal,  and  subjects  the  merchandise,  and  the  ves- 
sel on  board  of  which  it  is  Ijiden,  to  forfeiture. 
But  the  memorialists  represent,  that,  although 
the  ultimate  destination  of  the  merchandise  was 
for  the  United  States,  vet,  that  it  was  not  their 
intention  that  it  should  at  any  time  enter  the. 
United  States  in  contravention  of  the  laws ;  that 
their  property  was  withdrawn  from  England  in 
the  apprehension  of  its  insecurity  there  from  an 
approaching  statje  of  war;  and  that  it  was  placed 
in  a  situation  recommended  by  its  supposed  safe- 
ty, and  by  its  proximity  to  the  United  States,  to 
await  the  time  when  it  might,  by  an  expected 
act  of  the  Government,  be  made  lawful  to  intro- 
duce it  into  the  United  States.  The  intention  of 
violating  the  law,  which  is  what  the  act  of 
March,  1809,  must  have  contemplated  when  the 
lading  of  prohibited  merchandise  on  board  a  ves- 
sel in  a  foreign  countrjr  was  made  criminal,  is 
disowned  by  the  memorialists;  and  from  all  the 
circumstances,  particularly  in  Mr.  Girard's  case, 
from  the  application  made  by  him  to  Congress, 
in  the  month  of  March,  1812,  for  permission  by 
law  to  import  the  carso  of  the  ship  Good  Friends, 
thereby  manifesting  his  disposition  to  respect  the 
laws,  and  to  avoid,  In  every  particular,  their  in- 
fringement, appears  not  to  have  been  entertained 
by  tnem. 

2d.  That  the  importation,  when  actually  made, 
was  supposed  by  the  memorialists  and  by  their 
agents  not  to  be  illegal.  The  powers  which  Gen. 
Mathews  assumed  to  possess  at  Amelia  Island, 
could  not,  from  the  nature  ot'  the  case,  be  inves- 
tigated by  the  agents  of  the  memorialists  there 
present.  He  pretended  to  have  authority  for 
what  he  did ;  and  exterior  circumstances  may,  in 
spme  measure,  have  justified  a  belief,  on  their 
part,  that  his  acu  were  directed,  and  would  be 
sanctioned,  by  the  Government.  The  vessels  and 
their  carffoee,  on  their  arrival  in  Philadelphia, 
were  to  be  put  in  possession  of  the  collector  of 
the  customs,  and  no  intention  of  a  clandestine  or 
fraudulent  introduction  of  any  part  of  the  mer- 
chandise can  be  supposed  to  have  been  enter- 
tained in  the  remotest  manner  by  the  memo- 
rialists. 

Under  these  views  of  the  cases  of  the  memo- 
rialists^ they  would  appear  to  be  entitled  to  relief* 
The  consideration  that  Congress  has,  by  three 
acts,  passed  at  their  last  session,  directed  the  p«i- 
alties  and  forfeitures  incurred  under  the  samejnro- 
hibitory  act,  by  three  classes  of  importers  of  Brit- 
ish merchandise,  to  be  remitted,  strengthens  and 
confirms  this  idea.  But  it  must  be  recollected 
that  several  cases  of  importations  from  Amelia 
Island,  under  circumstances  similar  to  those  stated 
in  the  present  memorial,  have  already  occurred 
and  been  acted  on.  Petitions  for  remission  hav- 
ing been  presented  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, they  were  granted  under  the  authority  of  the 
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fMieral  mitigation  act  of  Maroh,  1797,  upon  cer- 
tain cooditioiis,  the  effect  of  which  was,  to  sub- 
ject the  raerebaBdise  to  the  payment  of  th^ 
double  duties  imposed  by  the  act  of  July  1, 1813  ; 
and  this  upon  thie  eround  that,  as  the  merchan- 
dise could  not  be  legally  admitted  to  entry  till 
the  remission  took  j^ce,  and  as  this  was  not 
granted  till  after  the  act  of  July  1, 1812,  was  in 
operation,  it  was  equally  consistent  with  equitir, 
and  with  the  law  then  in  force,  that  the  double 
duties  should  be  made  to  attach  to  the  merchan- 
dise. The  principles  which  governed  in  those 
decisions  were  stated  in  the  letter  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the.Treasury  to  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  of  the  1st  of  Febru- 
ary last,  of  which  a  copy  is  annexed  to  this 
reiporL  Those  principles  wece  sanctioned  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  are  nnder- 
stood  to  have  been  concurred  in  by  the  House. 
The  same  measure  of  justice  or  of  indulgence  is 
4lue  to  all  tho9e  standing  in  the  same  situation  ; 
and  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that  the  relief 
prayed  for  by  the  memorialists  in  the  present  case 
should  be  granted  only  on  the  payment  of  the 
double  duties  imposed  by  the  act  of  July  1, 1812; 
or,  in  other  words,  on  the  payment  of  such  duties 
as  would  be  payable  on  the  merchandise  if  im- 
ported at  the  ttme  when  the  act  by  which  the 
importation  already  made  is  legalized,  shall  be 
passed. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  JONES, 
Acting  8e4^y  of  the  T^reatury,  , 

TrEASURT  DfiPAI^TMENT, 

June  15th,  1813. 


To  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  EepreuHtatwee  qf  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled.- 
The  memorial  of  Stephen  Girardj  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  in  the  State  of  PennsylraaiiL 
merchant,  owner  of  the  ship  Good  Friends,  and 
ker  cargo;  Thomson  and  Morris,  of  the  same 
I^oe,  merchants,  owners  of  the  ship  Amazon, 
and  of  part  of  her  cargo;  Bryan  4b  Schlatter, 
Edward  Wilson,  Longstreth  4b  Wilton,  William 
8.  Crothers,  and  John  Vawhan,  the  legal  repre- 
aeotatires  of  Samuel  Merrik,  lately  deceased,  all 
of  the  same  place,  merchants,  also  respectively 
part  owners  of  the  cargo  of  the  said  ship  Anaa- 
Een;  Luke  Tieruan  4b  Co.,  Henry  Shroeder  and 
Co.,  and  Ijevin  Wetherill,  of  Baltimore,  in  the 
State  of  Marvland,  merchants,  also  respectively 
part  owners  or  the  cargo  of  the  said  ehip  Amazon ; 
and  Jonathan  Ogden,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
mercbaat,  also  part  owner  of  the  carffo  of  the 
said  ship  Amazon  ;  and  Rugan  4b  Rho£n,  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  mercnants,  owners  of  the 
^  ship  United  States,  and  her  cargo,  respectfully 
ahoweth : 

i  That  your  memorialist,  Stephen  GHvard,  repre- 
sented to  Congress,  at  their  session  in  March, 
1812,  the  circumstances  under  which  his  ship  the 
Good  Friends,  Robert  Thompson,  master,  with  a 
ralne  cargo  of  the  manufactures  of  England, 
(belonging  also  to  him,)  had  proceeded  from  Lon- 


don to  Amelia  Island ;  and  prayed,  in  conteaapla- 
tion  of  the  impending  war  between  the  Uaiaed 
States  and  Great  Britain,  that  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  rescue  his  property  from  the  danger  n> 
which  it  was  exposed,  by  placing;  it,  npea  any 
terms  that  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  shoold 
prescribe,  within  the  protection  of  the  United 
States;  as  will  more  particularly  appear  by  a 
copy  of  the  representation  annexed  to  the  preeeot 
memorial,  A. 

That  your  memorialists,  the  owners  of  the 
ships  Amazon  and  the  United  States,  and  of  thtir 
respective  cargoes,  influenced  by  motrves  aimiWr 
to  those  which  had  actuated  Mr.  Girard,  also  re- 
moved their  property  from  the  immediate  jvris- 
diction  and  power  of  the  British  GoveranMnt. 
and  sent  it  to  Amelia  Island,  as  a  eituaiion  oi 
comparative  safety,  in  the  event  of  war.  Bat, 
reposing  perfect  oonidence  in  the  impartiaiiiv, 
as  well  as  in  the  libecality  of  Congress,  tiieT  ab- 
stained from  addressing  yt>ur  honorable  hoif  on 
the  oocasion ;  since  the  principle  ef  yoor  decieioa 
on  Mr.  Girard's  memorial)  would  nacsraU|r  be 
applied  to  all  cases  within  the  same  reasoa  for 
indulgence  and  relief.  The  ship  Amasoa  sailed 
from  Liverpool  about  the  fourth  of  October,  Idll, 
and  arrived  at  Amelia  Island  aboat  the  22d  of 
December  following.  The  ship  United  Statee 
sailed  from  Liverpool  about  the  25th  of  October, 
1811,  and  arrived  at  Amelia  Island  aboot  Iheddch 
df  December  following. 

That  yoor  memoriuists,  while  the  auention  ef 
Congress  is  again  claimed  upon  this  inieratting 
subject,  deem  it  proper,  solemnly  and  espUeidy 
to  declare,  that,  althou^  they  were  desirosa  to 
withdraw  their  respective  funds  from  En^kuid, 
and  to  reap  the  emolument  of  a  fair  t«ade  m  the 
goods  which  they  had  respectively  ordered,  fot 
that  they  never  did  intend  to  make  tbeshipoMCs 
in  England,  or  to  import  the  goods  into  any  db- 
trict  m  the  United  States,  in  rioiation  m  ihge 
laws  of  their  country.  True  it  is,  that,  at  the 
time  of  Che  shipments,  year  memorialisla  aotia- 
pated,  either  as  a  oonseqneaee  of  an  atjjustmuM 
of  the  differences  subsisting  between  the  Unilod 
States  and  Great  Briuia,  or  as  a  coaeaqnenae  «f 
a  formal  declaration  of  war,  that  an  jmnoftatioa 
would,  eventually,  be  rendered  lawful;  bot  ihMf 
utterly  deny  that  the  shipments  were  made  witii 
a  view  to  an  importation,  in  peace  er  in  was,  at 
aay  period  of  time,  or  uader  any  change  af  eir* 
cnmstanees,  without  the  difeotand  positiraa 
tion  of  the  American  Gevemmeat* 

That,  in  connexion,  however,  with  this  i 
ation,  your  memorialists  respeotii»lhr  remark,  Ikat 
notwithstanding  the  existence  of  tie  aon-inifia»> 
tation  act,  the  citizens  of  the  United  Btaees 
might  lawfully  transport  their  property^  eenwat- 
ing  of  British  products  or  iabrica^  ftom  one  Bnfr- 
ish  port  to  another ;  or  from  a  British  port  to  the 
ports  of  any  other  foreign  nation ;  and  an  ciiterier 
design  to  iN'ing  the  property  to  their  own  licme, 
whenever  that  course  might  also  be  lawfully  par* 
sued,  has  never  been  denounced,  and  can  aever 
be  justly  denounced,  as  a  subject  for  prosecutioa 
and  punishment :  for,  if  upon  a  rigid  iaaerpraca* 
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tun  of  a  doabtful  cipreflsteo,  it  has  beeo  alleged 
tlMit  a  penaltf  is  inoorred,  by  the  act  of  puttiogr 
ffoods  of  British  growth  or  mantifactare,  on 
board  of  any  ship  or  Tessel,  with  intention  of  im- 
portia^  them  into  the  United  States,  ^  against  the 
prohibition  or  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
law,"  even  before  the  goods  have  been  brought 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  yet 
Baitber  the  spirit  nor  the  language  of  the  law  can 
aver  be  so  strained  as  to  affix  the  same  penalty 
to  the  act  of  putting  such  goods  on  board  of  any 
ahip  or  vessel,  with  the  qualified,  contingent,  and 
avowed  intention  of  importinf^  them,  only  when, 
aftd  after,  the  legislative  prohibition  had  ceased, 
and  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  law  couid  not 
possibly  be  contravened. 

That  your  memorialists  having,  with  these  on- 
effinding  dispositions,  transported  their  property 
ftom  England  to  the  port  of  Fernandina,  in  Ame- 
lia Island,  were  anziou5ly  but  submissively  watt- 
ing the  deeisioB  of  Congress  upon  their  case, 
waen  a  political  revolution  suddenly  occurred, 
which  transferred  the  possession  and  Jurisdiction 
of  tie  I$laad  from  Spain  to  the  United  States. 
It  appears,  from  the  public  documents  of  the 
ttOM,  that,  in  consequence  of  an  insurrection  of 
the  neighboring  inhabitants,  the  town  of  Feroan- 
4tMt  surrender^  to  an  armed  party,  calling  them- 
aaWas  ^the  Patriots,^'  on  the  17th  of  March, 
18t!^;  that  the  Patriots,  on  the  ensuing  day, 
•aceeed  into  capitulation  with  General  Qeorge 
Mathews,  at  the  head  of  the  land  and  naval 
forces  of  the  United  States,  ceding  to  him  the 
town,  the  harbor,  and  the  adjacent  country,  as 
tke  deputed  Commissioner  o(  the  United  States, 
to  receive  the  cession;  and  that  General  Mathews 
took  immediate  possession  of  Fernandina,  ap- 
pointed  a  jud|^  a  collector,  a  harbor  master,  and 
a  Botary  public ;  and  exercised  all  the  other  func- 
tioQs  of  government,  civil  and  military,  in  the 
naatie  and  on  behalf  of  the  United  States. 

That  your  memorialist  are  aware  of  the  disclo- 
sure, at  a  period  long  subsequent,  of  the  secret  act 
of  CoB|rres9,  passed  on  the  15th  of  January,  1811, 
mnthonzing  the  President,  apon  the  occnrrence  of 
oerUin  events,  to  take  possession  of  the  territory 
Uiag  east  of  the  river  Perdido,  and  south  of  the 
mate  of  Georgia,  and  the  Mississippi  Territory,  of 
tbe  commission  and  instructions  issued  to  General 
Mathews  and  Colonel  MoKee,  jointly  and  sever- 
ally, for  carrying  the  provisions  of  the  act  into 
aibct ;  and  of  the  judgment  of  the  President,  that 
Gtonerah  Mathews,  in  accepting  the  cession  of 
Fernandina,  ander  the  circumstances  which  have 
been  stated,  transgressed  the  limits  of  his  commis- 
sion. But  your  memorialists,  with  great  defer- 
ence, observe,  that,  in  a  transaction  to  which  the 
Legialative  and  Executive  Departments  of  the 
Government  had  thus  affixed  the  seal  of  secrecy 
md  confidence,  a  knowledge  of  the  laweonld  not 
ba  acquired,  by  the  ordinary  means  of  informa- 
tion ;  and  every  citizen  was  obliged,  every  citi- 
sen  was  bound,  to  presume  the  competency  and 
the  validity  of  General  Matthews's  authority,  sim- 

gy  because  the  authority  was  exercised.    The 
emmissiooer  might,  therefore,  be  personally  re- 


sponsible for  his  conduct;  reparation  might  be 
come  due,  as  for  a  violation  of  the  territory  and 
sovereignty  of  a  foreign  Power  ;  and  individuals, 
upon  the  spot,  mi^ht  be  involved  in  losses,  for 
which  no  indemnity  could  be  obtained :  but  it 
will  be  without  precedent,  as  it  is,  most  mani- 
festly, without  principle,  that  the  American  Gov- 
ernment should  take  advantage  of  the  honest  de- 
lusion produced  bj  the  public  conduct  of  an  ac- 
credited agent,  acting  under  color  of  a  secret  com- 
mission, to  entangle  its  own  citizens  in  the  net 
of  legal  confiscation. 

That,  as  soon  as  the  revolution  of  Fernandina 
appeared  to  be  consummated,  by  the  organization 
and  establishment  of  a  government  under  the 
authority  df  the  United  States,  the  masters  of  the 
ships,  belonging,  as  before  mentioned,  to  your 
memorialists,  and  the  supercargoes  charged  with 
the  care  of  the  goods  on  board,  saw  that  the  dan- 
ger and  the  difficulty  of  their  situation  were 
greatly  increased,  without  their  participation  in 
the  cause.  By  an  act  performed  in  the  name, 
and  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
Amelia  Island  had  become  an  American  posses- 
sion ;  the  vessels  and  cargoes  of  your  memori'* 
alists,  without  their  intention  or  knowledge,  were 
subjected-  to  the  American  jurisdiction  ;  the  isl- 
and no  longer  remaining  a  neutral  asylum,  seemed 
to  present  an  attitude  of  defiance  towards  Eng- 
land, as  well  as  Spain ;  and  the  rich  accumu- 
lation of  American  property  in  the  harbor  of  Fer- 
nandina, offered  so  strong  a  temptation,  that  any 
other  inducement  was  scarcely  wanting,  to  insure 
a  predatory  visit,  under  whatever  pretext,  from 
some  of  the  belligerent  cruisers  or  privateers.  To 
remain,  therefore,  at  Amelia  Island,  in  this  unex- 
pected change  of  circumstances,  was  thought  a 
wilful  sacrifice  of  the  ships  and  cargoes.  The 
alternative  of  seeking  another  safe  and  peaceful 
port,  in  a  foreign  country,  was  thought  imprac- 
ticable: for,  no  voyage  could  be  undertaken,  with 
a  hope  of  avoiding  capture ;  no  insurance  could 
be  effected,  at  any  rate  of  premium ;  and.  after  all, 
what  port  was  open  for  selection,  to  whicn  the  bel- 
ligerents, with  hostile  views,  could  not  also  resort  ? 
In  this  dilemma,  it  was  natural,  it  was  proper,  that 
the  agents  of  your  memorialists  should  apply 
for  advice  and  assistance,  to  the  Commissioner 
of  the  United  States,  whose  public  conduct  (then 
deemed  to  be  duly  authorized)  had  contributed  to 
embarrass  them ;  and  let  it  be  remarked,  that,  even 
if  they  had  been  disposed  rather  to  place  the  pro- 
perty of  your  memorialists  within  the  reach  of 
their  own  Government,  as  an  object  of  confisca- 
tion, than  to  expose  it  to  the  belligerents,  as  an 
object  of  pillage,  the  patriotism  of  the  choice 
might  serve,  in  the  most  unfavorable  result,  as 
some  excuse  for  its  imprudence. 

But  your  memorialists  further  respectfully  rep- 
resent, that  their  agents,  well  knowing  the  nature 
and  obligation  of  the  instructions  which  they  had 
received,  felt  no  disposition,  under  any  aspect  of 
affairs,  to  enter  the  ports  of  the  United  Slates,  in 
violation  of  the  law.  Of  the  authority  of  General 
Mathews  to  accept  the  cession  of  Fernandina, 
upon  the  terms  of  the  capitulation,  they  never 
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eoDceived  a  doubt ;  of  the  CoostitutioDal  or  Icga) 
effect  of  the  cession  to  identify  Amelia  Island 
with  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  they  never 
presumed  to  form  an  opinion ;  of  the  public  policy 
and  lawfulness  of  removiag^  the  American  prop- 
erty from  Amelia  Island,  they  believed  General 
Mathews  to  be  a  competent  judge ;  but,  still,  with 
respect  to  all  these  considerations,  they  referred 
their  conduct  implicitly  to  the  order  and  guidance 
of  the  Commissioner,  acting  in  the  name  and 
under  the  authority  ot  the  tfnited  States,  as  will 
more  particularlv  appear  by  their  address,  and 
his  answer,  of  wnich  copies  are  annexed  to  this 
memoriah  B,  C. 

That  from  these,  and  other  documents  now 
exhibited,  your  memorialists  are. confident  that  it 
will  be  satisfactorily  proved  to  your  honorable 
body,  that  the  ships  andcargoes  belonging, to  them, 
as  before  stated,  were  not  voluntarily  brdught  by 
their  agents  fronx  Amelia  Island  into  the  United 
States,  with  a  design  to  contravene  the  prohibit 
tion  of  the  act  of  Congress  respecting  goods  of 
British  growth  or  manufacture;  but  that  they 
were  sent  hither,  under  an  apparently-  lawful 
license,  upon  motives  of  public  policv,  in  a  case 
of  necessity,  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  Government 
should  be  pleased,  eventually,  to  direct:  Thus, 
V  1.  The  agents  of  your  memorialists,  declaring 
that  they  did  not  wish  to  violate  any  law,  and 
expressing  a  belief  that  General  Mathews  pos* 
setied  sufficient  powers  for  the  occasioo,  suggest- 
ed that  permission  might  be  ffranted  to  proceed 
from  Amelia  Island  to  Philadelphia,  as  a  place  of 
refuge  and  safety,  under  bonds  to  deliver  the  ships 
and  cargoes  into  the  hands  of  the  collector,  sub- 
ject to  the  orders  of  the  President. 

2.  General  Mathews,  acting  upon  a  knowledge 
of  his  powers,  and  exercisio^  his  own  judgment, 
adopted  the  suggestion }  considering  the  ships  and 
cargoes  to  be  under  the  protection  of  the  capitu- 
lation, by  which  Amelia  Island  was  ceded  to  the 
Unit^  States  \  considering,  on  motives  of  public 
policy,  as  well  as  of  private  justice,  that  the  larae 
amount  of  property,  at  Amelia  Island,  would  be 
an  additional  attraction  to  the  belligerents,  and, 
probably,  lead  to  hostilities  at  that  place ;  consid- 
ering, tbat,  in  consequence  of  the  cession,  the 
vessels  and  cargoes  were  under  the  protection  of 
the  Qag  of  the  United  States,  in  the  waters  of  an 
integral  part  of  the  common  country;  and  con- 
sidering that,  for  these  reasons,  the  ships  and 
cargoes  could  no  longer  be  subject  to  the^  penalty 
of  tne  non-importation  law,  upon  entering  a  port 
of  the  United  States,  with  the  sanction  of^  his 
license. 

3.  But,  at  the  moment  of  issuing  the  license, 
bonds  were  exacted  from  your  memorialists,  with 
a  condition,  "  to  produce,  to  the  collector  of  the 
district  of  Amelia  Island,  within  six  months,  a 
certificate  that  the  cargoes  had  been  delivered  to 
the  collector  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  remain  in 
his  charge  until  the  determination  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  should  be  known ;" 
and,  with  these  bonds,  the  ships  and  cargoes 
sailed,  and  were  actually  consigned  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  under  the 


license  of  a  letter,  which  €k>vemor  Mathews 
addressed  to  that  officer,  bearing  date  the  Slst  of 
March,  1812.  (D.) 

That  it  b  thus  manifestly  proved,  tbat  the 
ships  and  cargoes,  belonging  to  your  meimorialists, 
as  before  stated,  were  sent,  for  safety,  about  the 
10th  of  April,  1812,  from  Amelia  Island,  into  t^e 
waters  of  the  United  Sutes,  under  a  public  li- 
cense,  to  be  delivered  (not  to  their  respective 
owners,  but)  to  the  officers  of  the  Gkivemment  in 
the  port  of  Philadelphia;  subject  (not  to  the 
orders  of  their  respective  owners,  but)  to  tha 
orders  of  the  President.    The  ships  and  cargoes, 
accordingly,  arrived  in  the  Delaware,  about  the 
19th  of  April,  in  their  passage  to  the  port  of 
Philadelphia;  but,  notwithstanding  the  peeoliax 
circumstances  under  which  they  arrived,  with  a 
fair  destination  to  tb^  port  of  the  owners,  for  de- 
livery to  the  collector  there,  by  the  order  of  Qea- 
eral  Mathews,  and,  notwithstanding  |he  certain 
and  continued  power  of  the  Gbvemment  over  the 
property,  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  as  well  aa 
elsewhere,  within  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  the  ^hips  and  cargoes  vrere  seixed,  opoD 
an  alleged  breach  of  the  non- importation  law,  in 
the  district  of  Delaware,  and  carried  to  the  port 
of  Wilmington,  for  trial  and  adjudication.    And, 
by  these  proceedings,  your  memorialists  (without 
indulging  the  useless  lai^uage  of  complaint)  have 
to  lament  that  thev  are  involved  in  a  forteitore 
of  the  bonds  which  have  been  given  at  Amelia 
Island ;  that  they  are  deprived  of  the  beaeftt  of 
the  decision  of  the  Government,  upon  the  qoes- 
tion  of  admitting  or  excludin|^  the  ships  and  car- 
goes, fDr  refuge  and  safety,  if  not  for  importa- 
tion and  trade;  that  they  have  been  compelled 
to  obtain  a  restitution  of  their  property,  upon 
bonds,  with  sureties,  for  their  respective  intereMs, 
amounting  to  the  aggregate  sum  of  9645,731  22; 
of  which  the  interest  of  one  of  your  memorialista, 
alone,  (Stephen  Girard,)  amounts  to  the  sum  oi 
$303,488  83;  that  thev  have  been  obliged  to 
secure  and  to  pay  the  duties  of  tonnage  and  im- 
post upon  their  ships  and  cargoes,  (amounting  at 
least  to  a  sum  of  $94,338  11)  even  before  the 
fate  of  the  property  is  ascertained;  and,  finally, 
that  they  are  constrained,  at  a  crisis  of  sneh  mi\K 
lie  imporunce,  to  obtrude  upon  the  time  and  at* 
tention  of  Congress  a  respectful,  but  earnest, 
solicitation  for  relief  from  the  prosecution  whidi 
threatens  them. 

And  here  your  memorialista  rest,  with  a  confi- 
dence, which  every  consideration  of  the  wisdom, 
the  justice,  and  the  impartiality  of  Congresa  is 
calculated  to  fortify  and  confirm.  They  have 
seen,  with  sentimenu  of  unqualified  aiqprobatioa, 
a  legislative  interposition,  to  save  from  min  of 
heavy  penalties  and  forfeitures,  a  class  of  citizens, 
who,  proceeding  upon  a  sinoeie,  though  miatakaa 
anticipation  of  the  alleged  revocation  of  the  Brit- 
ish Orders  in  Council,  in  relation  to  the  Amen* 
can  non-importation  system,  voluntarily  and  an- 
lawfully  sent  their  vessels,  and  their  cargoes,  in 
a  direct  voyage  from  Bngland  to  the  United 
States.  They  now  present  a  case,  in  which  an 
importation  into  the  United  States  was  never 
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contemplmted,  pendiog  the  existeaee  of  the  non- 
importatioQ  law;  id  which   property  has  been 
placed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States 
by  the  force  of  events  beyond  the  influence  and 
control  of  its  owners;  in  which  the  authority  of 
the  Government  was  employed  (colorably  at  least) 
to  produce  those  events ;  and  in  which  the  ships 
ana  cargoes  of  your  memorialists,  brought  into 
the  waters  of  the  United  States,  under  the  license 
of  a  public  agent,  for  the  purposes  of  refuge  and 
safety,  have  been  unjustly  branded  with  the  of- 
fence of  an  illicit  importation  for  the  purposes  of 
trade.    Does  not  the  honor  of  the  Qovernment. 
then,  equally  with  the  innocence  or  the  misfor- 
tune of  your  memorialists,  seem,  in  such  a  case, 
to  demand  that  the  claim  of  confiscation  should 
be  efiectualiy  silenced  1    A  court  of  law  may 
construe  the  words  of  the  prohibitory  act  so  as  to 
embrace,  in  its  penal  dispenHitione.  a  contingent 
and  eventual  intention,  as  well  as  a  wilful  and 
*  direct  intention,  to  import.    A  judjgfe  may  regard 
the  defective  authority  of  a  public  agent  as  no 
authority  to  justifv,  or  excuse,  an  acquiescence 
in  its  exercise.    Tne  equitable  jurisdiction  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  also,  may  be  deemed  in- 
adequcte  to  remit  aa  imputed  forfeiture  of  a  na- 
ture so  complex,  and  ot  a  magnitude  so  great. 
But,  in  Congress,  every  power  resides  to  display 
the  honor,  the  justice,  and  the  liberality  of  the 
nation,  and  to  Congress  your  memorialists  defini- 
tively appeal. 

STEPHEN  QIRARD. 
Thomson  4t  Morris,  Longstreth  4b  Wilson^ 
Wm.  S.  Crothers,     Bryam  ^  Schlatter, 
Ragan  Sl  Rhodes,     Edward  Wilson, 
Jo.  Vaughan,  administrator  of  S.  Merril. 
Jona.  Ogden,  by  his  attorney,  E.  Thompson. 
Pbiladblphia,  May  28, 1813. 


A. 
To  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Rimrt§entativea  of  the 
United  SUaie$  of  Ameriea,  in  Congresi  auembUdt 
the  memoriol  of  Stephen  Girarf  of  the  e%  of 
Philadelphia^  in  the  State  of  PennMylvania,  mer* 
chant,  respectfully  ehoweih  : 

That  your  memorialist,  who  has  been  engaged, 
for  many  years,  in  the  prosecution  of  an  exten- 
sive commerce,  feels  pride  and  pleasure  in  being 
able  to  affirm,  that  the  operations  of  his  personal 
industry,  and  pecuniary  capital,  have  not,  in  any 
instance,  been  injurious  to  kis  country,  nor  dis- 
honorable to  himself.  And  at  the  moment  of 
soliciting  your  attention  for  the  object  of  the  pres- 
ent memorial,  he  prays  you  to  believe  that  he 
aims  not,  in  any  degree,  to  obstruct  the  policy  of 
the  Gk>vernment,  nor  to  obtain  from  legislative 
faTor  an  indulgence  which  is  iacompatible  with 
legislaiive  impartiality. 

That  your  memorialist  perceives,  in  the  exist- 
ing system,  prohibitinff  the  importation  of  Brit- 
ish merchandise  into  the  United  States,  a  design 
to  coerce  the  justice  of  a  foreign  Power,  through 
the  medium  of  its  interest ;  but  it  cannot  be  pre- 
sumed that  a  system,  calculated  to  vindicate  the 
national  rights,  will  be  allowed  to  impair  the  na- 
13th  Con.  2d  Ssss.— 81 


tional  resources;  6r  that  the  means  employed  to 
redress  the  wrongs  of  an  American^  citizen^  shall 
be  rendered  the  means  more  completely  to  im- 
poverish and  oppress  him. 

That,  before  the  prohibitory  system  was  adopted 
and  enforced,  there  bad  been  intrusted,  either  di- 
rectly or  circuitously,  to  the  care  of  British  mer- 
chants, in  Europe,  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
commercial  capital  of  the  United  States,  which, 
upon  the  adoption  of  that  system,  it  became  ob- 
viously the  interest  of  the  nation  at  large,  as  well 
as  of  the  individual  proprietors,  to  withdraw. 
And  although  the  immediate  policy  of  our  Grov- 
ernment  prevented  an  investment  in  British  pro* 
ducts  or  manufactures,  the  American  capitalists 
were  enabled,  for  a  time,  by  fortuitous  circum*. 
stances,  to  malce  important  returns  in  the  publie 
stock  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the  stock 
of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as 
by  bills  of  exchange. 

That  the  efficacy  of  the  prohibitory  system  has 
been  thought^  so  far,  to  require  a  general  restraint ; 
but,  upon  principle,  a  clear  and  satisfactory  dis- 
tinction has  always  existed,  and  must  forever  ex- 
ist, between  the  case  of  the  merchant,  who  seeks 
to  purchase  with  money,  or  on  credit,  British 
produce  and  manufactures,  for  the  current  pur- 
poses of  trade,  and  that  of  the  merchant  who 
is  forced  into  a  similar  investment,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  bringing  home  his  pecuniary  funds, 
which  had  previously  accumulated  in  the  hands 
of  a  foreign  agent.  In  the  former  case,  a  new 
source  of  encouragement  may  be  opened  to  tha ' 
British  manufacturer;  but,  in  the  latter,  the  in- 
cidental consideration  of  British  profit  is  lost, 
while  we  estimate  the  more  important  effect 
which  adds  the  fruits  of  American  enterprise  to 
the  active  wealth  of  the  country. 

That,  connected  with  these  views  which  the 
prohibitory  system  alone  presents,  your  memo- 
rialist respectfully  submits  to  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress the  considerations  that  arise  from  an  ap- 
proaching war.  In  contemplation  of  war,  every 
Government  endeavors  to  preserve  the  property 
of  its  citizens  from  the  grasp  of  an  enemy;  and- 
even  few  treaties  are  formed,  without  guarding 
against  the  violent  effects  of  a  sudden  rupture, 
by  an  express  stipulation,  that,  in  such  event,  the. 
citizens  of  the  contraction  parties  inhabiting  the 
territory  of  each  other,  shall  enjoy  a  reasonable 
opportunitjr  to  remove  themselves  and  their  goods. 
The  prohibitory  system  prevented  the  importation 
of  British  merchandise  into  the  United  States; 
but  the  strong  and  continued  indications  of  an 
approaching  war  admonished  every  American 
citizen  to  remove  his  property,  in  any  practicable 
n^ode,  to  any  lawful  place  or  deposite,  out  of  the 
sphere  of  British  seizure  and  confiscation.  Hence, 
when  it  was  no  longer  practicable,  in  the  ordinary 
modes  of  remittance,  by  bills  of  exchange,  or  by 
purchases  of  American  stock,  to  transfer  pfecuni- 
ary  funds  from  England  to  America;  when  gold 
and  silver  were  scarcely  current,  and  could  not 
be  exported ;  and  when  the  depreciated  state  even 
of  bank  notes,  forbade  the  voluntary  acceptance 
of  any  payment  for  a  debt,  in  the  paper  miedium 
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tf  the  Kingdom;  the  Amerieaa  saw  no  other 
prospect,  to  rescue  his  fortaoe  from  the  impend- 
ing war,  than  in  investment  in  British  merchan- 
dise, which,  without  offending  English  or  Ameri- 
^n  laws,  he  might  transport  to  an  asylam  of 
temporary  security,  if  not  of  ultimate  emolument, 
hi  some  neutral  country. 

'  That,  resting  his  hope  upon  these  general 
fiMindations,  yonr  memorialist  proceeds,  with  de- 
(licence  and  respect,  to  represent  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  his  own  case,  in  a  brief  but  dif- 
tittet  narrative,  which  he  is  readv  to  ▼erifv,  with 
aH  the  formalities  of  legal  evidence.  Thus,  it 
his  been  his  course  of  trade  for  several  years 
pist.  to  send  valuable  cargoes,  consisting  of  the 
pmoce  of  the  United  States^nd  of  the  produce 
iMd  fabric  of  the  East  and  West  Indies,  in  his 
oWn  vessels,  to  the  continent  of  Europe,  where, 
4fie  cargoes  being  sold,  the  greater  portion  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  has  been  invested,  from  time 
flF>time,  in  Spanish  milled  dollars,  and  sent,  in 
tf]f^same  vessels,  to  the  Isles  of  France  and  Bour- 
bdk^,  Java,  Madras,  Calcutta,  and  Canton,  to  pro- 
etti^e  return  cargoes  for  the  port  of  Philadelphia. 
Toe  proceeds  of  sales,  which  were  not  thus  em- 
^ti^ed,  were  remitted  to  London;  but,  in  the 
jk^t  1807,  when  the  embarrassments  and  dangers 
df^t^utral  commerce  had  greatly  increased,  your 
liliMorialist  deemed  it  expedient  to  abandon  the 
aitta^me  of  eircuitotis  voyages;  his  vessels  were 
tM^tf^ed  to  return  immediately  from  Europe  to 
A'Artrica,  and  his  consi^pees  upon  the  Continent 
i^e  instructed  to  remit  the  whole  proceeds  of 
h9i  eonsignments  to  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers, 
ab^Co.,  of  London,  fbr  his  use.  In  consequence 
6f  these  arrangements,  it  will  appear,  from  a 
idbhedule  annexed  to  this  memorial.  A,  that,  on 
the  31st  of  December,  1808,  the  balance  in  favor 
dF^Gfur  memorialist,  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Bar- 
inf^,  Brothers,  and  Co.,  amounted  to  £33,681  17a. 
mntbg;  that,  during  the  year  1809,  the  snm  of 
jeiB1^003  5a.  9d.  sterling,  was  remitted  from  the 
Cdi^tibent  to  the  London  house ;  and  the  sum  of 
ittS^042  '16a.  Sd,,  was  drawn  for  by  your  memo- 
iM^t^  l^tfo^,  on  the  Slst  of  December,  1809,  a 
W^vi^i^  In- !jns  favor,  amounting  to  £1(^,642  6#. 
UC^^Hln^t  that,  during  the  year  1810,  the  sum 
dr:£69,609  l^'llc^*  sterling,  wfts  remitted  from 
tHiji-GcyntilMttothe  London  house,  and  the  sum 
6F  i£45,440  !5r. 'W.  sterling  was  drawn  for  by 
irb^tiieknMiWkt,  heaving,  on  the  31st  of  Decem- 
WiP.'JtgWi  a  b^amie  in  his  favor,  amounting  to 
£Ile^  12*J  W;  aft^ling;  and  that,  daring  the 
yfeir  1811,  the  itiim  or  £r7,7H  U.  id.  sterling, 
Wiii^^iMnted  from  rhe^  Continent  to  the  London 
kodi^/BMIIy.plaein^  m  their  hands  an  aggregate 
atdbtiutof  £154,496  13*.  9d.  sterling  subject  to 
tlW^tders  of  yotir  tnismbrialist. 

'Thiit  yo*r  raettorfalisl  her'e  prays  leave  to  re- 
vtiirki  tuttt  thh  aecumulation  of  funds  in  the 
birfittds  of  <b6  London  housle  d!d  not  arise  from  a 
cbtHi^of  English  ^i4de;  noi-^ai  it  designed  for 
aii'fnvestment  in  British  merchandise.  The  fact 
isj^bitt  Messrs.  Bafing,  Brothiers.  dt  Co.  were  con- 
etfHIH^dthe'Btk^opeiin  baiikehrdf  yottr  memorial- 
ii^"iihif«^WV¥^lnMH]^ted  CO  Aiafce  remittances  to 


him  in  American  stock  and  bank  shares.  The 
commencement  of  the  year  1811,  howerer,  ex- 
hibited a  crisis  the  most  alarming.  Oa  the  one 
hand,  the  hope  of  obtaining  satisfactory  remit- 
tances from  England  vanished;  while,  on  the 
other^  the  prospect  of  inevitable  war  seemed  to 
put  at  hazard  the  property  itself.  In  this  sitna- 
'tion,  your  memorialist  determined  to  close  his 
European  transactions,  and  to  collect,  at  a  polot 
nearer  to  his  home,  his  various  pecuniary  re- 
sources. In  the  fulfilment  of  this  determination, 
he  employed  the  proper  agents,  and  the  result  has 
been  the  investment  of  a  part  of  his  fiinds  in 
American  stock,  and  bank  shares;  of  another 
part  in  British  merchandise ;  and  still  leaving  a 
oalance  of  £40,639  4a.  2d,  sterling,  in  his  favor, 
in  the  hands  of  Barine^  Brothers,  db  Co. 

That  your  memorialist,  with  a  more  partieolcr 
view  to  the  relief  that  he  seeks,  further  repre- 
sents that  the  British  merchandise  thos  procured 
and  specified  in  the  statement  ma^ed  B.  having 
not  yet  received  the  original  invoices,  was  ship- 

Sed  on  board  his  vessel  called  the  Qood  Prieads  , 
Lubert  Thompson,  master,  which  sailed  about  the 
4th  of  January,  1812,  from  the  poH  of  London, 
for  Amelia  Island,  Rio  Janeiro,  and  Philadetphtm ; 
the  last  place  beinff  mentioned  in  the  clearance, 
because  Captain  Thompson  had  given  bond  to 
land  certain  articles  there,  viz:  three  anchors, 
twenty-five  boxes  of  sheathing  copper,  and  two 
barrels  patent  copper  sheathing  nails,  intended  fbr 
the  use  of  my  ships ;  that  the  vessel  arrived  at 
Amelia  Island  about  the  9th  of  February,  and 
that  she  there  lies  with  her  cargo,  coastitming, 
together^  a  property  amounting,  as  perautement, 
to  £66,943  19f.  Id  sterling,  exposed  to  tempetu 
and  fire,  to  felonioto  depredations,  and  hostile 
capture. 

And  now  your  memorialist,  having  shown  the 
orijj;in  and  progress  of  the  present  transaction,  by 
which  he  has  rescued  his  property  from  the  pos- 
session of  a  contemplated  en^my,  at  the  eve^of  a 
public  war,  presumes  most  earoeMly,thongh  most 
respectfully,  to  hope,  that  he  may  be^rmicted,  ml- 
so,  to  rescue  it  f^otn  the  existing  dan^,  by  plaoiog 
it,  upon  any  terms,  within  the  jurisdictioo,  and  an- 
der  the  protection,  of  the  United  States.  If,  not- 
withstanding the  peculiar  dreomsiances  off  tlie 
case,  it  shall  be  deemed  inexpedient  to  admit  his 
vessel  and  cargo  to  a  general  entry,  he  condndes 
with  praying  that  they  may  be  admitted  to  take 
refuge  in  the  possession  of  the  revenue  ofBcen  of 
any  port  of  the  United  States,  nntil  a  season  of 
greater  safety. 
Philaoilphia,  Mardi  9, 1812. 


Bstplanaioty  SkOemefU,  A. 
These  several  years  past,  I  have  been  in  the 
habit  to  ship,  on  my  account,  cargoes  consistioi 
of  produce  of  the  United  States,  and  other  art^ 
cles  of  India,  West  India,  ^.,  to  the  continent 
of  Europe.  Those  shipments  have  been  disposed 
of,  at  their  respective  destinations,  by  the  con- 
signees; and,  in  many  instances,  the  greatest 
part  of  their  proceeds  were  invested  in  Spanish 
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flrlHed  ^olUiirs,  4u.,  and  shipped  od  board  of  my 
thips  or  retsels  for  the  lAes  of  France  and  Bour- 
bon, Java.  Madrat,  Calcutta,  and  Canton,  and 
baek  to  this  port.  The  residue  t)f  the  net  pro- 
eeeds  of  the  original  cargoes  was  remitted,  from 
time  to  time,  to  my  London  friends,  until  July, 
1807,  when  the  increasing  difficulties  compelled 
me  to  order  my  ships  back  direct  from  said  con-^ 
tinent  of  Europe  to  this  port,  and  to  request  my 
eonsigaees  to  remit  ray  funds  to  Messrs.  Baring, 
Brothers,  4b  Co.,  merchants,  of  Londoo,  subject 
ta  my  order,  as  it  appears  by  the  foUowiog  state- 
men^  viz: 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1808,  balance  in  my 
fator  in  the  hands  of  the  London  house  £33,681 
17#^  sterling. 

During  the  year  1809,  £131,003  5tf.9cf.  sterling, 
were  remitted  from  Amsterdam,  dec,  to  the  Lon- 
doa  house,  and  my  bills,  dee.,  on  said  house,  dur- 
ing that  year,  amounted  to  £62  042  16».  ScL 

On  the  3l8t  December,  1809,  balance  in  my 
fftYor,  £102,642,  69.  Id. 

Id  the  year  1810,  remittances  from  the  Conti- 
nent, atnounting  to  £59,500  la.  lid.  sterling,  were 
made  on  my  account,  and  the  atnount  of  my  1)1118, 
dtc.,  d«ring  that  year,  £45,440  15s.  7d, 

Balance  in  my  faror,  on  3lst  December,  1810, 
jK116,701  12a.  5d.  sterling. 

The  remittances  made  on  my  account,  in  the 

J  ear  1811,  by  my  consignees,  on  the  contloent  of 
rorope,   to  Messrs.   Earing,  Brothers,   d&  Co., 
amounled  to  £77,794  la.  id. 

The  lowness  of  exchange  on  England,  with  the 
increasing  danger  and  difficulties  which  our  com- 
merce experienced  in  Europe,  together  with  the 
aj^rent  gradual  depreciation  of  British  sterling 
bank  notes,  and  the  rumors  of  war  between  this 
eotiDtry  and  some  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  ren- 
dered me  very  uneasy,  particularly  as  I  had  not 
received  those  remittances  which  I  had  requestied 
my  London  friends  to  make  me  in  American 
stocks  and  in  United  States'  Bank  shares.  After 
meditaiinff  on  these  unfkvorable  prospects^  in 
July  last  Ideeided  to  liquidate  the  unsettled  bu- 
sinesa  which  I  had  on  the  continent  of  Barope, 
and  to  draw  from  there  and  from  England  all  the 
funds  which  I  had  in  those  countries.  For  that 
porpoise,  I  appointed  two  confidential  agents:  one 
IS  Mr.  Charles  N.  Bancker,  a  competent  judge  of 
dry  go^^h  whom  I  furnished  with  a  letter  of 
credit  OB  Messrs.  Baring.  Brothers,  4b  Co^  of 
London,  for  £50,000  sterling,  to  be  iarested  in 
British  naanufactu res,  to  be  shipped^  on  my  ac- 
couat,  OB  board  of  my  shin  Qood  Fneada.  The 
other  agent  was  Mr.  Joseph  Carwen,  a  merchant 
of  this  eily,  whom  I  invested  with  my  general 
power  of  attorney  to  settle  all  my  European  baai- 
aeaa,  and  to  remit  me  my  funds  as  fast  as  practi- 
cable. That  gentleman  was  abo  authorized  to 
famish  Mr.  Charles  N.  Bancker  with  an  addi- 
tional sum  of  £10,000  sterling,  to  be  also  invested 
in  British  manufactures,  if  he  should  judge  ad- 
Yiaable. 

Mr.  Charles  N.  Bancker  went  from  New  York, 
early  in  August,  1811,  to  England,  where  he  at- 
tanoed  the  business  allotted  to  him.   Mr.  Joseph 


Curwen  sailed  from  the  river  Delaware,  on  or 
about  the  1st  of  August  last,  in  my  ship  Good 
Friends,  Robert  Thompson,  master,  for  Lisbon; 
there  attended  to  the  sales  of  that  ship's  cargo, 
consisting  of  flour;  went  to  Cadiz  on  business  or 
his  own ;  and  from  there  proceeded  to  London, 
where  he  arrived  in  October  last,  superin tending 
my  interest,  and  investing  funds,  on  my  account, 
in  American  6  per  cent,  stock,  at  12  per  cvuU 
above  par,  and  United  States'  Bank  shares  at 
about  £94 10a.  per  share,  to  the  amount  of  £153,« 
856  9a.  7d.  sterling,  including  £66,943  I9a.  Id. 
sterling  amount  of  British  manufactures  selected, 
purchmed,  and  shipped,  on  mf  account,  by  Mr. 
Charles  N.  Bancker,  d^.,  on  board  of  the  ship 
Good  Friends,  Robert  Thompson,  master. 

On  or  about  the  30th  of  November  last,  Mr. 
Joseph  Curwen  went  firom  England  over  to  the 
continent  of  Europe,  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
my  <!0ncerns  at  Hamburg,  Riga,  and  Sweden. 

Mr.  Charles  N.  Bancser  sailed  from  Ports* 
mouth,  England,  passenger  on  board  of  the  ship 
Qood  Friends,  on  the  4th  of  January  last.  At  his 
departure  from  the  country,  there  wa^  still  a  bal- 
ance in  my  favor  of  £40,639  4a.  2d,  sterling  in 
the  hands  of  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers,  dc  Co. 

The  funds  which  I  had,  and  still  have,  in  Ea^^ 
land,  result  altogether  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
shipments  on  my  account,  which  I  have  coo- 
signed  to  my  agents  on  the  continent  of  Euro])e, 
who,  after  having  aold  my  goods^  have  rethiC* 
ted  their  proceeds  to  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers, 
dcCo. 

The  foregoing  statement  of  the  yearly  balance 
due  roe  by  Messrs.  Baring,  Brothers,  d&  Co.,  of 
London,  ever  since  the  31st  of  December,  IB08, 
may.  at  all  times,  be  proved  by  my  books ;  also, 
by  the  accounts  current  which  I  have  receivea 
from  that  house ;  their  correspondence  ^ith  me ; 
and  by  the  several  accounts  of  sales,  accounts 
current,  and  letters  received  from  my  agents  and 
consignees,  of  my  shipments  to  said  continent  of 
Europe. 

The  ship  Good  Friends,  Robert  Thompson, 
master,  with  a  cargo  of  British  manuiactares^ 
amonntiiff  to  £66,943  19a.  Id.,  indudiag  three 
anchors,  sheathing  copper,  copper  nails,  bunting, 
and  other  articles,  for  the  use  of  my  snips,  waa 
cleared  out  in  London,  for  Amelia  Island,  Rio 
Janeiro,  and  Philadelphia.  Sailed  from  England 
on  the  4th  of  January  last,  and  arrived  at  AmeliB 
Island  on  the  9th  ultimo.  Capt.  Robert  Thomp* 
son  having  been  compelled  to  give  a  bond  for  the 
landing  of  the  copper  and  anchors  in  a  port  of 
the  United  States,  is,  as  I  am  informed,  the  causa 
which  has  induced  the  collector  of  the  British 
customs  to  insert  Philadelphia  in  the  clearance  of 
said  ship. 

My  ship  Qood  Friends  and  cargo,  at  Amelia 
Island,  being  subject  to  loss  by  tempest,  fire,  cap- 
ture, ^c,  I  am  anxious  to  secure  that  valuable 
property  in  a  place  of  safety,  by  being  permitted 
to  order  said  ship,  with  her  cargo,  round  to  this 
port ;  here  to  enter  said  carffo  for  exportation,  and 
to  have  the  same  landed  and  stored  under  the  care 
of  the  custom-house,  except  the  three  anchors,  the 
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iheathing  copper,  and  copper  nails|  a  small  ball 
of  buntiDg,  four  ni^bt  glasses,  witb  several  charts, 
amouDCiDff  to  £1,563  18«.  sterling,  which,  being 
intended  U>r  the  use  of  my  ships,  part  of  them  are 
now  wanted  for  a  new  ship  which  I  am  fitting 
out. 

Statement  of  Stephen  CfirarcTs  account  tbith  Meesn* 
Baring,  Brothersp  4r  Co*,  of  London. 

1808,  December  31.  Balance  in  favor  of  Stephen  Gi- 
rard iB83,081  17    0 

1809.  December  31.  Remittancee  from 
the  Continent,  made  them  by  Hope 
6t  Co.,  dec,  on  Stephen  Girard's 
account^  daring  this  year,  together 


Deduct  for  sundry  of  my  drafts  on 
them,  and  payments  they^made  on 
my  account,  during  this  year 


181,003 

6 

9 

164,686 

2 

9 

62,042 

16 

8 

-   102,642    6     1 


Balance  due  Stephen  Girard,  3 1st  De- 
cember, 1809        .... 

1810.  December  3 1 ,  Remittances  from 
the  Continent,  dec,  made  them  on 
Stephen  Girard's  account,  during 
this  year 69,600    1  11 


Deduct  for  sundry  of  my  drafts  on 
them,  and  payments  made  on  my 
aocountt  during  this  year       -        -    46,440  16    7 


1811.  January  1.  Balance  due  Ste- 
phen Girard,  31st  December,  1810     116,701  12    6 

December  31.  Amount  of  remittances 
received  by  them  on  my  account 
from  the  Continent,  dtc,  during  the 
year  1811.    -        -        -        -        -     77,794     1     4 


194,496  13  9 
Deduct  amount  of  my  drafts  on  ihem, 
their  remittances  in  bank  and  Uni- 
ted States  stock,  payments  made 
to  Mr.  Charles  JS,  Bancker,  dec,  du- 
ring the  year  1811,  and  up  to  the 
8th  January,  1812        -        -        -   163,866    9    7 


Balance  due  to  Stephen  Girard  on  the 
8th  January,  1812 


£40,689    4    2 


B. 

7b  Oeneral  George  Mathewe,  Commiuioner  of  the 
United  States. 


We,  the  undersigned,  masters  and  supercar- 
goes of  the  following  American  vessels  and  their 
cargoes,  viz:  the  ship  United  States,  of  Philadel- 
phia, James  Qird  on,  master,  George  Rus^ao,  a^ent 
^for  the  owners ;  the  ship  Amazon,  of  New  York, 
*  George  R.  Turner,  master,  and  agent  for  con- 
signees and  owners;  the  ship  Good  Friends,  of 
Philadelphia,  Robert   Thompson,   master,   and 
William  Adgate,  supercargo;  being  under  great 
apprehension  for  the  safety  of  the  vessels  and 
property  under  their  charge,  are  induced  thus  to 
offer  you  a  statement  of  their  cases. 
The  ship  United  States  arrived  at  Amelia  on 


the  25th  of  December,  1811,  from  Liverpool,  witJi 
a  cargo  consisting  of  crates  of  earthenware  and 
blankets,  tiie  properly  of  Ru^an  and  Rhodes^ 
merchants  and  citizens  of  the  United  Statea,  resi- 
dent in  Philadelphia ;  the  ship  Amazon  arrived 
at  Amelia  on  the  22d  of  December,  from  Liver- 
pool, with  a  carffo  of  dry  goods  belonging  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  residing  in  Phila- 
delphia. New  York,  and  Baltimore;  the  ship 
Good  f'riends  arrived  at  Amelia  on  the  10th  oi 
February,  from  London,  with  a  cargo  of  dry  goods 
belonging  to  Mr.  Stephen  Girard,  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  and  resident  merchant  in  Phil- 
adelphia. 

The  undersigned  beg  leave  to  state  that,  by 
reason  of  t^e  non-importation  law,  they  could  not 
enter  the  waters  of  the  United  States.  In  coDse- 
quence  of  which,  they  came  here  to  wait  until 
they  could  be  legally  admitted ;  having  remained 
here  from  the  dates  above-mentioned,  with  all 
their  cargoes  on  board,  which  will  appear  by  the 
bills  of  lading,  and  other  documents,  until  the 
late  occurrences,  which  have  placed  our  ressela 
and  property  under  the  protection  of  the  United 
States.  That  they  are  tearful  that,  in  the  evens 
of  hostilities  being  commenced,  and  this  being  the 
seat  of  war,  the  property  may  not  be  safe  in  its 

firesent  situation.  Not  wishing  to  violate  any 
aw,  and  deeming  you  authorized,  we  are  induced, 
for  the  safety  of  the  property  in  question,  to  re- 
quest permission  from  you  to  proceed  to  the  port 
of  Philadelphia,  under  such  conditions  and  re- 
strictions as  shall  secure  the  property  from  the 
penalties  which  might  arise  out  of  the  existing 
laws  of  the  United  States.  Agreeably  to  your 
request,  we  lay  before  you  the  amount  of  the  car- 
goes, as  far  as  they  can  at  present  be  ascertained, 
which  we  suppose  will  amount  in  all  to  aboat 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

JAMBS  GIRDON, 
GEORGE  DUGAPi, 
GEO.  R.  TURNER, 
ROBERT  THOMPSON, 
WILLIAM  ADGATE. 
FfiRHANDiNA,  Amelia, 

March  26, 1812. 

Bales  195^  woollens,  consisting  of  point  bitnkets,  com- 
mon cloths,  and  flannels,  about      -  £16,000    0    0 

Cases  34,  thicksets,  velveteens,  and 
cords    ------ 

Oases  60,  dimities    .        -        -        • 

Fifty-two  trunks  one  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  cases  calicoes    - 

Cases  13,  checks      -        - 

Cases  10,  cotton  counterpanes  - 

Trunks  20,  cotton  umbrallas     - 

Cases  28,  cotton  csssimeres,  buff  and 
blue  nankeens       -        - 

Trunks  30,  cotton  hosiery 

Twenty-seven  bales  forty-eight  < 
cotton  shirtings     .        -        - 

One  hundred  and   thirty-four 
thirty-two  trunks  colored  muslins, 
ginghams,  handkerchiefr,  dec 


3,100 
4,200 

0 
0 

16,000 
860 
480 
430 

0 
0 

0 

1,600 
1,660 

0 
0 

6,666     6    4 


16,460    0    0 
£64,336    5    4 
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Digest  i>f  Manufaetunt. 


Twenty  mat!  win 

Three  cidLf  wire 

Tdky  barrelf  dry  white  lead 

Fifty  kegs  diy,  ground  in  oil 

Eight  caake  iithtfge 


1,044  16    6 


Amoant  of  copper,  6lc^  purchaaed  by 
William  Adgate,  about  • 


£66,880    0     9 
1,663  18    4 


£66,943  19     1 


Fernandina,  March  27^  1812. 
Qentlbmen  :  I  have  received  your  statement, 
and  do  not  hesitate  as  to  the  justice  and  reason 
of  yoor  request;  but  wish,  for  your  own  interest, 
as  welt  as  for  public  satisfaction,  that  the  mode 
may  be  varied ;  which  mav  be  done  without  mili- 
tating against  the  essential  part  of  your  petition. 

in  your  address  to  me  I  should  prefer,  to  the 
present  form,  your  briefly  stating  the  names  of 
the  ships,  owners,  amount  of  cargo,  the  port  last 
from,  anu  date  they  were  riding  at  anchor  in  these 
waters,  under  the  protection  of  the  Spanish  flag, 
when,  on  the  17th  instant,  the  flag  was  changed 
by  articles  of  capitulation  with  lie  late  Patriots 
of  this  district,  and  their  flag  hoisted ;  that,  in  the 
aforesaid  articles,  protection  is  afibrded  to  ship- 
ping and  merchandise  of  every  description,  and 
that,  by  the  cession  of  the  Patriots  of  this  district, 
on  the  18th,  to  the  United  States,  through  me,  as 
United  States'  Commissioner,  I  nave,  in  my  offi- 
cial capacity,  guarantied  the  observance  of  the 
capitulation';  that,  unless  my  interference  is  af* 
forded  in  the  way  and  manner  you  point  out,  you 
expect  the  consequences  you  appear  to,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  really  dread  for.  I  fully  concur 
in  opinion  with  you.  that  the  large  amount  of 
property  here  would  oe  an  additional  incitement 
to  the  belligerents  to  visit  this  place,  and  am 
desirous  to  remove  every  source  which,  in  its  con- 
sequences, miffht  lead  to  hostilities.  I  shall,  how- 
ever, reauire  that  a  schedule  of  the  property  re- 
moved be  given,  and  that  you  enter  into  bonds 
and  security  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
that  your  ships  and  cargoes  shall  be  under  the  di- 
rection and  control  of  the  collectors  of  the  ports 
to  which  your  ships  may  be  destined,  until  fur- 
ther orders  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
or  the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States. 

1  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  MATHEWS. 

Messrs.  J.  Girdon,  G.  Rugan,  G.  R.  Turner, 
R.  Thompson,  and  W.  Winoate. 


East  Florida,  March  31, 1812. 
Dbar  Sir  :  A  revolution  has  lately  been  ef- 
fected in  East  Florida,  and  the  late  province, 
with  the  exception  of  the  town  and  citadel  of  St. 
Augustine,  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the 
oonstituted  local  authorities,  through  me,  as  Uni- 
ted States'  Commissioner. 


Previous  to  the  cession,  the  ship  €k>od  Friends) 
owned  by  Stephen  Girard,  merchant,  of  Phila- 
delphia, of  which  Robert  Thompson  is  master, 
from  London,  was  riding  at  anchor  in  the  Span* 
ish  waters  of  Amelia  river,  laden  as  per  manifest 
enclosed  will  appear,  when,  on  the  16th  instant, 
the  Patriots  summoned  the  town  of  Feroandina 
to  surrender.  It  capitulated  on  the  17th  instant, 
and,  on  the  18th,  the  Patriots  ceded  an  extensive 
district,  including  the  town,  waters,  and  island^ 
to  the  United  States,  through  me,  as  United 
States'  Commissioner.  In  that  capacity,  by  vir- 
tue of  powers  vested  in  me,  I  took  possession, 
with  a  detachment  of  United  States  troops,  to 
hold  and  defend  the  same  for  the  United  States, 
stipulating,  in  my  acceptance  of  the  cession,  to 
observe  inviolate  the  articles  of  capitulation  of 
Fernandina,  which  affords  protection  to  property 
of  every  description — a  copy  of  which  has  been 
duly  transmitted  to  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States;  and,  at  the  same  time,! 
forwarded,  with  others,  a  sutement  of  the  lead- 
ing circumstances  that  relate  to  this  ship  and 
cargo.  Having  a  full  conviction  that  neither 
the  ship  nor  cargo  will  be  subject  to  the  penalties 
of  the  non-importation  and  non-intercourse  laws, 
in  consequence  of  her  entering  a  port  or  ports  of 
the  United  States,  I  have,  for  the  following  rea- 
sons and  circumstances,  thought  proper  to  ff rant 
permission  for  her  to  proceed  to  the  port  of  Phila- 
delphia. I  consider  her  now  to  be  under  the  pro* 
tection  and  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  in  the 
waters  of  an  integral  part  of  our  common  country. 

I  have  taken  bond  and  security  for  the  amount 
of  forty-six  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars,  that  the  vessel  and  the  whole  of  the  cargo 
shall  be  delivered  in  charge  to  the  collector  of  the 
port  of  Philadelphia,  until  the  determination  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  be  known, 
as  relates  to  her  case,  and  that  the  ship  and  cargo 
shall  be  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  collector. 

Besides  the  justice  of  the  measure  I  have  adopt- 
ed, in  ordering  her  a  clearance,  I  think  good  policy 
dictates  the  propriety  of  the  measure  at  this  crisis: 
for  she,  with  others  under  exactly,  and  some  un- 
der nearly,  similar  circumstances,  would  probably, 
if  they  remained  here,  invite  the  attack  of  pirau- 
cal  marauders,  and  perhaps  the  belligerents,  the 
sooner  to  make  this  place  the  theatre  of  hostihtiea. 

I  am,  respectfully,  dear  sir,  yours,  ^., 

GEO.  MATHEWS. 

To  John  Steele, 

Collector  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia. 


DIGEST  OF  MANUFACTURSa 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  January,  16,  1814. 
To  the  aenaU  tfthe  Umted  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Acting 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  complying  with  their 
resolution  of  the  11th  instant. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

Januabt  }5, 1814. 
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Trbapory  Departjusnt,  Jan.  13, 1814. 

Sir  :  In  pursotnce  of  the  rctoluttoa  of  Con- 
mts,  of  the  19lh  of  Mtreh,  1612,  directing  the 
Bteiettry  of  the  Treasury  to  employ  a  person  to 
digest,  aod  reduce  to  such  form  as  shall  be  most- 
eondwsive  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States, 
a  statep&ent  of  the  number,  nature,  extent,  sitoa- 
tion«  and  value  of  the  arts  and  manufactures  of 
theUnited  States,  dbc.,  Tench  Coxe^Esq.,  of  Phil- 
adeiphia,  was  employed  for  that  purpose.  I  have 
BOW  the  honor  to  transmit,  for  the  use  of  the  Sen^ 
ate.  two  series  of  tables,  as  prepared  bv  him,  ex- 
Ublting  the  several  manufactures  of  tne  United 
States,  as  returned  by  the  marshals,  and  secreta- 
rtes  of  Territories,  and  their  assistants,  in  the  year 
1810,  first  by  States  and  Territories,  and  secondly, 
in  every  county  in  the  Union. 

These  tables  are  accompanied  by  two  essays, 
or  obllections  of  facts  and  observations,  prepared 
also  by  Mr.  Coxe,  relating  to  the  state  of  themanu- 
fiiAtares  of  this  country,  and  the  motives  which 
eaust  for  affording  encouragement  and  extension 
to  them.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 
W.  JONES, 
Actmg  Secretary  rf  the  TVeofury. 

The  Hon.  the  Prbsidbnt  of  tke  U.  3. 

Pbiladelphu,  June  21, 1913. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the 
required  copies  of  the  statement  of  the  arts  and 
manufactures  of  the  United  States,  which  it  has 
been  my  endeavor  to  render  as  correct  and  as 
plain  and  conformable  with  the  views  of  the  Le- 
gislature, as  the  diversities  and  deficiencies,  in  the 
marshals  and  territorial  secretaries'  returns,  ren- 
dered practicable. 

I  trust  that  the  submission  of  the  facts  in  Part 
Ii  which  relates  to  manufactures,  as  connected 
with  the  general  principles  of  political  economy, 
and  the  farther  submission  of  the  facts  in  Part  11. 
relating  to  the  proper  economy  of  the  arts  and 
trades, l)oih  which  precede  the  digest  of  the  le- 
tOrnsj  will  not  be  deemed  useless  or  improper. 
Considered  as  symptoms  and  as  evidences,  all 
'petiluent  facte  appeared  to  be  valuable,  as  indica- 
ting the  true  state  of  the  body  politic,  in  its  va- 
rious members  and  operations. 

The  small  variation  in  the  form  of  the  state- 
ments, which  was  prepared  in  the  beginning  of 
last  December,  and  the  addition  of  the  county 
returns,  involved  a  transcription  of  the  whole,  and 
much  additional  clerkship,  and  have  delayed  the 
document  until  this  time.  The  present  form  and 
substance  are  the  best  in  which  it  has  been  in 
my  power  to  present  the  authentic  or  official  ma- 
terials. The  entire  portion  of  the  work,  which 
is  of  the  nature  of  eetimate,  is  exhibited  separately 
from  the  digest  of  the  returns  of  the  marshals  and 
territorial  secretaries,  in  order  that  neither  might 
obscure  or  injure,  and  that  each  night  oonttibute 
to  illuminate  an4  support  the  other. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^ 

TENCH  COZE. 

WiLLUui  JoKBv,  Esq. 

Acting  Secretary  oftke  Trpaeur^. 


A  Statement  of  the  Arte  and  Mmm/nthmee  nf  i|r 
United  Statee  ofAmeriea,  emikiUng 

I.  A  collection  of  facts,  evincing  their  bene£i«* 
tions  to  agriculture,  commerce,  navigation,  and 
the  fisheries,  and  their  subserviency  to  the  pnUte 
defence,  with  an  indication  of  certain  existing 
modes  of  conducting  them,  peculiarly  important 
to  the  United  States. 

II.  A  collection  of  additional  facts,  tending  td 
show  the  practical  foundations,  actual  progress, 
condition,  and  establishment,  of  the  Americaa 
arts  and  manufactures,  and  their  connexion  with 
the  wealth'and  strength  of  the  United  States. 

III.  A  series  of  tables  of  the  several  branches 
of  American  manufactures,  exhibiting  them  by 
States,  Territories,  and  Districts,  so  far  as  they 
are  returned  in  the  reports  of  the  marshals,  ani 
of  the  secretaries  of  the  Territories,  and  their  re- 
spective assistants,  in  the  Autumn  of  iht  year 
1810,  together  with  similar  returns  of  certain 
doubtful  goods  for  productions  of  the  soil,  and  ag- 
ricultural stock,  as  far  as  they  have  been  received. 

IV.  A  series  of  tables  of  the  scTeral  braocliea 
of  American  manufactures,  exhibiting  them  in 
every  county  of  the  Union,  so  far  as  they  wera 
returned  in  the  reports  of  the  marshals,  and  of  \h» 
secretaries  of  the  Territories,  and  their  respecll^^ 
assistants,  in  the  Autumn  of  the  year  1810,  in  e^« 
ectttion  of  an  instruction  of  Albert  Gailatio*  Bsq. 
Secreury  of  the  Treasury,  given  by  bin»  in  ob^ 
dience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Congress  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  States,  of  the  10th  day  of  March,  1812. 


Part  I. 


A  toUtetien  of  facte,  eoineing  the  henefactione  of  tke 
Arte  and  Manufaetwee  to  AgrtcuUure,  Comtmeree, 
Namgation,  and  the  Fiaheriee^  atid  their  eubeervien^ 
to  the  public  defericef  with  an  indieaiien  ofeertain 
Meting  modee  of  comdueting  them,  peeukatrigf 
important  to  the  United  Statee. 

Phii^oelphia,  Decefmber  8, 1812. 
Sir  :  I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  26th  day  of 
June  last,  committing  to  me  the  preparation  of  a 
statement  of  the  arts  and  manufactures  of  the 
United  States,  in  pursuance  of  the  joint  resoluiicm 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  ap- 
proved by  the  President  on  the  19ih  day  of  March| 
1812. 

The  resolution  of  Congress  is  framed  with  a 
view  so  comprehensive,  as  to  include  ail  perti- 
nent information  of  an  authentic  character,  while 
it  allows  the  most  convenient  latitude  as  to  the 
form  and  manner ;  requiring,  only,  that  the  atato»> 
meats  shall  so  exiiibit  the  matter,  as  to  be  moat 
conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States. 
As  the  tables,  which  will  comprise  the  whole 
mass  of  the  returas  of  the  marshals,  will  exhibit 
many  genuine  parts  of  the  enMre  body  of  oar 
manunctures,  as  they  existed  in  the  year  IWk 
it  appeared  expediaAt  that  they  should  be  pit- 
oeded  by  certain  fundamental  and  relative  faefi^ 
which  may  contribute  more  fully  to  display  tha 
objects  of  investigation,  in  their  hasesi  comaeofta- 
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aiMt,  prepress,  and  actual  situaiioo,  and  facili« 
late  public  and  private  measures  in  this  branch 
of  the  national  industrv,  and  in  other  branches, 
to  whieb  manufactures  ba?e  a  great  and  perma? 
nent  relation. 

As  some  of  the  facts  are  of  a  nature  favorable 
to  the  landed  interest,  as  some  of  them  are  bene- 
ficial to  foreign  commerce,  and  some  of  them  are 
advantageous  to  the  business  of  (he  fisheries,  it  is 
deemed  most  convenient,  in  this  part  of  the  expo- 
sition, to  class  them  under  those  three  several 
heads  and  relations.  It  has  also  appeared  proper, 
•eparatelf  a«d  distinct! ]r  to  present,  in  this  first 
part,  another  class  of  facts,  which  shows  the  con- 
nexion of  manufactures  with  the  public  defence. 

It  is  considered  as  a  verjr  interesting  and  fun- 
damental truth,  that  manufactures  facilitate  the 
first  struggles  of  the  American  settlers  for  decent 
comforts,  thrifty  profits,  and  forming  establish- 
ment. 

For  the  purpose  of  effieetualljr  testing  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  allapition,  two  measures  have 
been  adopted.  The  first  of  these  measures  is  an 
examination  into  the  state  of  manufactures,  in 
four  several  sparseljr  settled  districts  of  our  conn- 
try,  which,  in  1810,  had  been  recently  laid  out, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  places,  for  future 
establishments  as  counties.  The  inconsiderable 
popalatioo,  within  these  four  intended  coanties, 
exhibits  the  infantine  condition  of  their  respect- 
ive settlements,  in  that  year. 

A  note  of  the  persons  of  both  sexes,  within  four  of  the 
districts  of  rennsyWania,  intended  to  be  ora^snized 
as  counties,  when  mfficientlj  populated,  and  of  the 
stock  of  animals,  producing  materials  for  manufttc- 
tures,  with  the  implements,  &c,  for  the  operations 
of  manufactures,  and  the  goods  made  in  the  year 
1810,  80  ^  as  they  are  retnmM  by  the  Manhars 
assistants. 
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Man,  women,  and  child- 

ren   .... 

142 

161 

876 

827 

Common  sheep 

7 

164 

600 

496 

Neat  cattle    - 

123 

140 

641 

963 

Looms  -       •       .       . 

1 

7 

28 

28 

Spinning  wheels    - 
Hand  cards,  pairs  - 
Woollen  cloth,  yards      - 

10 

24 

180 

141 

14 

20 

91 

94 

ft2 

200 

160 

Flaxen  cloth,  yards 

136 

1,818 

4,300 

6649 

Cotton  doth,  yards 

64 

. 

1,306 

678 

Mixad  doth,  and  hemp- 

en, yards    -       -       - 

" 

• 

1,461 

1811 

Id  these  new  and  widelv  scatured  settlements, 
where  foreign  consumers  have  yet  no  agents,  the 
mere  presence  of  a  few  sheep  and  cattle,  supply- 
ing  wool,  hides,  skins,  and  horns,  and  tallow  and 
dber  fat,  as  materials  for  mapufacture,  (that  is. 
to  say,  the  presence  of  the  raw  materials,)  ooea- 


sions  the  corresponding  manufactures.  In  such 
places,  profit,  comfort,  and  necessity,  appear  to 
mvite,  or  rather  to  compel,  the  farmers  and  their 
families  to  that  mode  of  industry.  The  returns 
of  the  assistant  officers,  necessarily  everywhere 
defectife  in  this  first  experiment,  must  be  ex- 
tremely imperfect  in  settlements  so  widely  sepa- 
rated. Carri^e  makers,  blacksmiths,  hattersi 
shoemakers,  tailors,  domestic  makers  of  garments, 
and  other  manufacturers,  known  to  exist  among 
recent  improvers  and  in  old  esublishments.  are 
omitted,  or  did  not  appear  to  the  officers.  Boardpi 
pot  ashes,  and  maple  sugar,  are  also  omitted  by 
the  marshal  or  his  assistants.  It  is  observed,  thai 
the  surplus  industry  of  these  new  settlements  if 
applied  to  the  manufacture  of  cotton  from  the 
Atlantic  or  the  Mississippi.  The  second  measure 
of  examination,  to  ascertain  that  manufactures 
commence  with  our  first  settlements,  and  aid  their 
progress  in  iu  earliest  stages,  relates  to  the  inte- 
rior State  of  Ohio,  the  voungest  membep  of  the 
Union  in  1810.  It  will  be  remembered,  that  a 
number  of  the  Revolutionary  officers  and  soldieit 
commenced  the  settlement  of  that  State,  origin- 
ally a  part  of  the  Northwestern  Territory,  sooii 
after  the  peace  of  1783;  that  the  French  settl^ 
ment  at  Sciou  was  made  a  few  years  later;  and 
that  these  were  followed  by  the  settlements  of 
emigrants  from  various  States,  and  particularly, 
of  a  ^eat  number,  who  improved  the  tract  ctt 
Lake  Erie,  granted  to  Connecticut.  The  settle- 
ments in  the  State  of  Ohio  were  very  much  re- 
tarded and  confined  by  the  detention  of  the  west- 
ern posts  and  by  the  Indians,  till  after  the  victory 
of  the  Miami,  under  General  Wayne,  in  the  year 
1794.  Within  the  fourteen  years  which  prece- 
ded the  taking  of  these  accounts  of  manufactures, 
in  the  Autumn  of  1810,  the  settlemenu  in  the 
State  of  Ohio  were  principally  commenced.  lis 
whole  population,  according  to  the  census  of  that 
year,  was  230.760  persons,  whose  comfortable 
condition  and  prosperous  agriculture  were  occa- 
sioned, maintamed,  and  manifested,  by  a  number 
of  manufactures,  of  which,  and  of  the  connected 
instruments  and  machinery  for  which,  the  follow- 
ing is  the  imperfect  official  summary : 
The  whole  number  of  looms  in  tbe  State,  actually 
returned  is,  10.856—1,943,433  yards  of  linen, 
woollen,  and  cotton  goods,  dec.  -  9990538 
217  tanneries,  making  leather  worth  -  153,561 
1.212^66  gallons  distilled  spirits,  and 
35,140  gallons  beer         ... 

Cut  nails 

Iron  made;  machines  for  carding  wool 
and  spinning  cotton ;  fulling,  paper, 
gunpowder,  and  oil.  milU, 
3,023,806  pounds  of  maple  sugar, 
(which  may  be  deemed  quesuon- 
able,  as  to  its  classification  as  a  man- 
ufacture)         


584)892 
64,723 


159,686 


302,390 

t2,264>76Q 

Considerable  as  this  amount  is.  the  important 
fact  will  pot  escape  notice,  thet  sboes,  boots, sad- 
dles, bridles,  harness,  for  and  wool  hats,  commea 
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smiths'  work,  knit  stocking,  the  making  of  gar- 
ments in  shops  and  families,  mannfactures  of 
wood,  soap,  candles,  pot  ash,  wares  of  metal,  (ex- 
ception,) watches  and  clocks,  and  various  other 
things,  actually  made,  are  omitted.  To  subject 
the  raw  materials  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  wrought 
into  these  manufactures,  to  the  expenses  of  trans- 
portation to  the  Atlantic  ports  of  Canada,  or  the 
United  States,  and  to  import  such  substantial, 
large,  and  heavy  supplies  from  the  usual  ports  of 
Europe  an4  Asia,  and  to  transport  them  into  those 
interior  settlements,  would  discourage  or  deter 
all  new  migrators  towards  that  youn^  State ;  and 
would  involve  its  present  population  in  much  dis- 
tress, if  not  in  ruin.  The  domestic  manufacture 
of  cotton  appears  in  counties  of  Ohio  which  do 
not  produce  that  raw  material. 

In  further  evidence  of  the  favorable  effects  of 
manufactures  upon  our  interior  settlements,  those 
of  the  county  of  Washington,  on  the  western 
boundary  of  Pennsylvania,  may  be  correctly  ad- 
duced. Its  whole  population,  in  1810,  was  36,- 
289  persons.  Its  sheep,  inore  numerous  than  those 
returned  by  an^  other  county  in  the  State,  were 
47,206.  Its  spinning  wheels^  8,763.  Its  looms, 
much  the  greater  part  of  which  are  supposed  to 
be  worked  by  mdle  weavers,  regularly  in  the 
trade,  1,774.  Its  hand  cards,  4^115  pairs.  Its  card- 
ing machines,  6.  Fulling  mills,  12.  Distilleries, 
301.  Blacksmiths'  shops,  146.  Hatters'  20.  Sad- 
lers'  19.  Shoes  and  boots.  37,000  pairs.  Coop- 
ers, 62.  The  yards  of  goods  made,  570,773 ;  and 
bricks,  913.000.  These,  with  the  goods  made  in 
its  oil  mills,  saw  mills,  powder  mills,  tanneries, 
and  other  manufactures  and  works,  exhibit  a  value 
of  goods,  exclusively  of  flour,  of  $1,6302000.  As 
the  boroughs,  towns,  and  villages,  of  Washing- 
ton, in  Pennsylvania,  do  not  contain  more  than 
a  twentieth  of  its  poputation,  the  benefits  of  manu- 
facttires,  when  conveniently  or  closely  adjacent 
to  agriculture  and  the  landed  interest,  are  clearly 
displayed.  Tracing  this  case  to  a  national  result, 
it  will  be  found,  that  the  whole  population  of  the 
United  States,  in  1810,  combining  agriculture, 
the  productions  of  nature,  and  manufactures,  with 
the  same  success,  would  nave  exhibited  an  aggre- 
{;ate  value  of  manufactured  goods,  nearly  amount- 
ing to  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  millions  of 
dollars.*  The  quantity  of  the  manufactured  meal 
of  Washington  is  greater  than  that  of  any  other 
county  of  Pennsylvania.  Its  number  of  horses  is 
greater  than  that  of  any  other,  one  excepted.  Its 
number  of  neat  cattle  is  greater  than  that  of  any 
other,  except  four.  It  has  not  one  open  or  worked 
mi^e  of  any  metal,  nor  a  furnace,  nor  a  forge,  on 
the  return  of  the  marshal. 

Pursuing  the  current  of  facts  from  this  West- 
ern scene  to  the  banks  of  the  Susquehannah  and 
Schuylkill,  it  is  found,  that  the  counties  of  Lan- 
caster and  Berks,  with  a  joint  population  of  nine- 

*Pinkerton,  in  one  edition,  states  the  total  value  of 
the  manufactures  of  England  at  63,300,000  pounds  ster- 
ling, about  880,000,000  of  dollars.  In  another  edition 
he  states  them  at  67,200,000  pounds  sterling.  They 
•xdode  some  things,  which  we  indude. 


ty-seven  thousand  and  seventy-three  persons,  inaa- 
ufactured  an  aggregate  value,  including  floor,  of 
$5,055,000.  Twelve  other  counties  of  the  same 
State,  from  the  head  of  the  Ohio  river,  to  the 
banks  and  county  of  Delaware,  respectively,  ex- 
hibit similar  manufactures,  exceeding,  on  a  me- 
dium, one  million  of  dollars.  The  manufactures 
of  the  limited  but  swarming  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, exclusively  of  the  incorporated  or  city  part 
of  the  entire  town,  and  deducting  all  the  flour  and 
meal,  amount  to  86.070,652.  The  manufactures 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  within  the  strict  char- 
tered limits,  (not  including  anv  of  the  suburbs  or 
liberties,)  containing,  on  twelve  acres  of  land, 
53J22  persons,  amount  to  $9,347,767.  The  man- 
ufactures of  Pennsylvania,  on  twenty  millions  of 
acres  of  her  settled  lands,  including  her  flour  and 
meal,*  and  other  doubtful  articles,  appear,  by  the 
return  of  the  marshal,  to  amount  to  $44,292,093. 
This  return  is  considered  by  that  oflKcer.  and  his 
most  intelligent  assistants,  to  be  very  considerabty 
defective.  It  has  been  selected,  however,  for  the 
preceding  exhibition,  because,  in  combination 
with  the  return  iDf  Ohio,  it  displays  the  scale  of 
manufactures  through  an  extent  of  country  ex- 
ceeding fifty  millions  of  acres,  commencing  at 
the  distance  of  530  miles  west  of  Philadel^ia, 
where  its  very  recent  settlements  are  interspersed 
with  Indian  cabins,  and  terminating  in  the  South- 
east with  a  great  emporium  of  manufactures, 
navigation,  domestic  trade,  and  foreign  commerce. 
A  vast  reaundancy  of  land  exists  in  this  middle 
district;  for  the  total  population  of  Ohio  and 
Pennsylvania,  in  1810.  was  1,048,808  persons,  upon 
one-fifth  of  their  joint  soil.  But  this  redundance 
of  land  is  accompanied  by  abundance  of  mill 
seats,  of  fossil  and  wood  fuel,  of  mineral  and  cal- 
careous substances,  of  bark,  dye-woods,  sugar 
trees,  day,  marble,  buildioff  timber,  and  other  nat- 
ural raw  materials,  ingredients,  and  necessaries 
for  the  manufactures.  This  redundance  of  land 
also  furnishes,  upon  the  cheapest  terms^  all  that 
belongs  to  sites  for  the  establishments  or  the  ope- 
rators, and  for  the  farms  of  the  growers  of  the 
raw  materials.  Hence,  we  find  the  sheep  of  Penn- 
sylvania nearly  619,000;  her  neat  cattle  more 
than  612,000;  her  horses  255,000 ;  her  flour  and 
meal,  and  ffrain  liquors,  worth  more  than  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars.  Her  manufactures  of  iron 
and  leather,  nearly  eleven  millions  in  their  joint 
amount.  These  tacts,  from  the  most  consider- 
able return,  are  respectfully  adduced  and  rendered 
prominent,  in  order  to  evidence,  by  the  relative 
truths,  the  actual  and  substantial  benefits  of  man- 
ufactures, adjacent  to  agriculture,  in  our  half  set- 
tled districts. 

The  State  of  Vermont,  though  its  straggling 
settlements  were  commenced  under  Buoaerous 
disadvantages,  but  a  few  years  before  the  Revo- 
lution, presents  a  body  of  manufactures,  almost 
exclusively  from  its  own  productions,  of  94,325,- 


*The  flour  and  meal  are  worth,  by  the  marshaTs  re- 
port, 10,800,290  dollars.  The  unsettled  lands  of  Penn- 
sylvania are  supposed  to  amount  to  heaily  8,000,009 
acres. 
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824,  efiected  bv  a  papulatton^  on  farms,  in  ham- 
lets, and  in  Tillages,  of  no  more  than  217,805  per- 
sons. Its  spinning-wheels,  more  than  one-half 
of  which  are  for  wool,  the  most  numerous  in  pro- 
portion on  the  returns,  are  67,756;  its  looms 
14,801;  its  carding  machines.  139;  its  woollen, 
goods,  1,207,976  yards;  its  flaxen  goods,  1,859,931 
vards ;  its  hats,  96.760 ;  its  shoes  and  boots,  304,- 
282  pairs ;  its  maple  sugar,  1,200,000  pounds.  Its 
saddlery  is  valued  at  $127,840;  its  tanneries,  at 
$386,500 ;  its  iron  foundries,  tilt  hammers,  and 
ibrges,  are  104 ;  its  oil  mills,  26 ;  its  paper  mills, 
11;  its  fulling  mills,  166;  and  its  naileries,  67. 
The  goods  made  in  its  smiths'  shops,  printing 
offices,  and  pot-ash  works,  and  by  its  bookbinders; 
brush  makers,  carriage  makers,  tallow  chandlers^ 
and  soap  boilers,  coopers,  clock  and  watch  ma^ 
kers,  copper  smiths,  tin-plate  workers,  silver- 
smiths, and  other  exbting  manufacturers,  are 
omitted  in  the  return.  They  are  certainly  Very 
considerable  in  value. 

The  State  of  Kentucky,  a  recent  establish- 
ment, ai\d  much  later  than  Vermont,  exhibits,  on 
her  return,  $4,120,683,  and  Maine,  with  nearly 
as  much  land  as  the  rest  of  the  Eastern  States, 
drawn,  of  course,  from  manufactures  bv  agricul- 
ture, and  by  commerce,  navigation,  ana  the  fish- 
er Les^e turns  home-made  goods  to  the  value  of 
1^,137,781.  In  the  reports  from  each  of  these 
States,  numerous  existing  branches  are  entirely 
unnoticed.  Similar  omissions,  great  and  evident, 
appear  in  many  instances.  But  a  very  impressive 
fact,  evincing  the  real  and  natural  connexion  be-* 
tween  the  planting  and  farming  citizens,  and  the 
manufacturing  branch  of  the  national  industry,  is 
the  possession  and  employment  of  about  122,719 
looms  by  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Kentucky, 
and  Tennessee,  which  differ  little  from  six-six- 
teenths of  the  whole  number  of  looms  in  the  United 
States.  It  appears,  that,  in  the  South,  the  pres- 
ence of  the  various  raw  materials,  and  still  more 
the  great  redundancy  of  cotton,  have  excited,  in- 
numerable and  valuable  manufactures.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  it  is  to  the  excitement  produced  by 
the  presence  of  the  finest  marbles,  more  than  to 
a  peculiar  eminence  of  genius,  that  the  Greeks 
and  Romans  owe  their  possession  of  the  beautiful 
and  the  grand  fabrications  from  those  materials. 
The  invention  of  statuary  occurred  in  Egypt,  but 
it  did  not  rise  to  any  perfection,  in  a  country  des- 
titute of  fine  marble. 

It  is  a  fact  of  great  importance  in  this  state- 
ment, and  on  the  subject  of  the  relation  of  manu- 
factures to  the  landed  interest,  that  none  of  its 
productions,  whether  of  natural  growth  or  the 
fruits  of  cultivation,  in  the  Middle,  JNoi:thern,  and 
Eastern  States,  which  can  be  considered  as  raw 
materials,  are  now  exported,  in  an  unmanufac- 
tured state,  to  foreign  markets.  The  manufac- 
turers may  be  said  to  puichast  and  employ  a  quan- 
tity equal  to  the  whole;  for,  if  small  parcehi  have 
been  lately  exported,  much  greater  quantities  of 
similar  foreign  articles  have  Men  introduced  from 
abroad.  The  landed  interests  have  no  actual 
foreign  purchasers  for  their  wool,  flax,  hemp, 
hides,  and  skins  of  domestic  animals,  and  varioot 


metals.  The  tables  compiled  froQd  the  marshals' 
returns,  will  display  a  very  great  value  and  variety 
of  goods,  madeof  tnose  materials,  and  the  returns 
of  imports,  and  other  documents^  justify  the  alle- 
gation, that  importations  of  similar  foreign  ma- 
terials, to  the  amount  of  forty  or  fifty  millions  of 
pounds  weiflfht,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacture, 
were  made  in  each  of  several  years  preceding  the 
season  of  the  returns.  The  momentous  fact  is, 
therefore,  satisfactorily  established,  that  the  Amer- 
ican manufacturer's  demand  has  greatly  surpassed 
all  the  abilities  of  the  planters,  farmers,  land  hold- 
ers, iand  miners,  to  supply  those  five  aescriptions 
of  raw  materials.  In  the  same  situation,  all  our 
crude  sugars  and  molasses,  produced  in  Louisiana, 
if  consioered  as  materials  for  manufacture,  are 
placed,  by  our  refineries  and  distilleries. 

Co^/on.— Until  the  late  revolution  in  the  culti- 
vation of  cotton,  by  which  it  was  converted, 
through  the  strenuous  exertions  of  the  friends  of 
manufactures,  from  a  petty  object,  in  (ittle  fields 
and  gardens,  into  an  article  of  extensive  cultiva- 
tion among  the  planters  and  farmers,  there  was 
no  redundant  raw  material  for  the  manufacture 
of  cloths  and  stuffs  for  apparel  and  furniture  in 
the  United  States.  There  is,  at  this  time,  no 
other  redundant  raw  material. 

The  green  seed  cotton  was  the  best  adapted  to 
the  general  quality  and  situation,  and  to  the  cli- 
inate  of  the  Southern  States.  But,  its  easy  cul- 
tivation was  very  much  restrained  by  the  extra- 
ordinary difficulty  of  separating  it  from  the  seeds. 
This  operation  required  so  much  manual  industry 
as  greatly-  to  impede  the  manufacture,  and  of 
course,  fur  the  time,  to  prevent  an  extensive  cul- 
tivation. In  the  year  1793,  the  invaluable  saw 
gin  was  invented  by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
and  was  so  improved  apd  perfected  as  to  render 
it  easy,  it  is  said,  to  separate  the  seeds  from  one 
hundred  millions  of  pounds  weight  of  cotton  wool, 
by  the  employment  of  three  or  four  hundred  per- 
sons, although  it  is  alleged  that  it  would  require 
three  hundred  thousand  persons  to  effect  the  same 
by  hand.  The  inventor  of  this  gin  states  the  dif- 
ference between  its  operation  in  common  hands, 
and  the  ordinary  manual  operation,  at  one  thousand 
to  one.  By  the  employment  of  this  machinery, 
ever]r  vicinity  can,  easily  and  expeditiously,  pre- 
pare its  cotton  for  the  manufacturing  cards,  and 
that,  in  the  aggregate,  to  any  extent  that  the 
world  could  require,  were  it  to  clothe  itself  en- 
tirely in  cotton  manufactures.  Thus  has  there 
been  added,  by  our  own  invention,  to  the  machi- 
nery to  facilitate  the  manufactory  of  a  staple 
production  of  our  soil,  a  single  improvement, 
moveable  by  water,  steam,  cattle,  or  hand,  whtoh 
has  set  loose  those  immense  powers  of  agricul- 
ture, to  produce  cotton  wool,  which  were  before 
enchained. 

In  pursuing  the  statement  of  facts  which  mani- 
fests the  aids  of  manufactures  to  the  landed  in- 
terest, the  next  step^  from  the  American  saw  gin, 
is,  to  the  system  of  machinery,  to  make  cotton 
yarn. 

The  water-spinners  of  cotton,  in  one  of  the 
States,  have  represented  to  the  marshal  that  th  e 
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tarn  mnke  eightv-two  pouiids  and  one  half  of  yarn, 
by  etch  tpindle,  within  every  year.  Bat  the 
owoers  of  other  spinniofr  mills  deem  it  uoetfe  to 
calculate  op  more  than  fifty-two  poonds  of  yarn, 
per  annum,  for  each  spindle.  The  quality  of  the 
yarn  under  consideration  is  said  to  be  suitable  for 
cotton  cloth  of  twenty-seven  inches  in  width, 
worth  forty  cents  per  yard.  At  the  lowest  of  the 
rates,  the  United  States,  had  they  1,160,000  spin- 
dles, could  work  up  into  yarn,  the  sixty-foUr  mil- 
lions of  pounds  weight  of  cotton,  which  are  the 
maximum  of  our  exportation  in  any  one  year. 
In  a  proportion,  corresponding  with  the  table  in 
page  10  of  your  report  in  part,  on  the  subject  of 
manufactures,  thb  number  of  spindles  would  re- 
qoire  a  capital  of  nearly  seventy  millions  of  dol- 
lars. But  this  would  be  as  well  in  real  Estate  as 
in  the  cash,  and  other  personal  property,  and  loans, 
and  purchases  on  credit.  Sixty-four  millions  of 
pounds  of  cotton,  in  the  proportion  of  the  same 
table,  in  page  10,  would  produce  about  fifty  mil- 
lions of  pounds  of  cotton  yaro,  and  with  the  labor, 
in  the  proportion  of  the  same  table,  of  about  58,000 
persons.  Of  these,  no  more  than  one  eighth  part 
ought  to  be  adult  males;  the  remaining  seven- 
eighths  might  be  women  and  children.  This  em- 
ployment of  less  than  a  hundredth  part  of  our 
white  population  would  be  no  inconvenience  to 
agriculture  or  comi^erce.  As  the  cotton  spin- 
ning mills  are  increased  in  magnitude,  a  smaller 
proportion  of  cafHtal  will  be  required. 

The  yarn  thus  manufactured,  at  a  priee  twelve 
and  a  half  per  cent,  less  than  that  in  the  table  of 
the  report,  pa^  10,  (which  appears  to  be  one  dol- 
lar and  one>eighth  per  pound,)  would  amount  to 
fifty  millions  of  dollars — a  sum  exceeding  the 
average  value  of  all  the  exports  of  American 
articles,  in  the  three  most  favorable  years.  This 
great  production  is  from  the  water  and  steam 
manufactory  of  the  exportable  surplus  of  a  cotton 
crop,  worth,  at  twelve  and  one  half  cents  per 
pound,  eight  millions  of  dollars.* 

But,  if  the  weaving  of  this  yarn  be  executed,  as 
it  may  be,  with  perfect  ease,  oy  the  employment 
of  100,000  women,  (less  than  one-sixth  of  our 
adult  females,}  with  the  fly  shuttle,  during  one- 
half  of  each  working  day  in  the  year,  the  quantity 
of  cloth,  by  the  Rhode  island  rule,  of  four  yards 
lor  every  jMHind.  would  amount  to  about  two  hun- 
dred millions  ot  yards.  This  quantity  of  cotton 
doth,  at  one-third  of  a  dollar  per  yard,  would  be 
worth  about  sixty-seven  millions  of  dollars. 

There  is  yet  another  operation,  which  can  be 
effected  by  labor-savinff  means,  and  by  a  process 
superseding  the  labor  of  many  hands.  Machinery 
is  now  in  actual  operation,  in  the  United  States, 

*  Cotton  yarn,  of  No.  78,  was  worth,  in  England, 
A.  D.  1787,  S6«.  ed.  sterling,  or  $8  11  per  ponnd. 
Sneh  yarn,  in  I7M,  was  redaoed  to  9«.  S^tf.  sterling, 
ec  tt  la  per  pennd.  In  16lb7,  the  same  No.  73  was 
worth  U.  A^JL  storting,  or  97  cenU  per  pound.  Cot- 
Ipn  maohiaofy  was  not  ganocally  extended,  in  Great 
Britain,  till  the  year  1780,  when  it  continued  under  a 
monopoly*  Wo  had  not  begun  to  raiae  cotton  crops 
tat  «qiOJrtation,  nor  invented  the  saw  gin. 


for  printing  ootton  and  linen  eloths,  by  engrarei 
rollers  of  copper,  moved  by  water.  Ten  thousand 
yards  have  been  printed  with  ease  in  a  single  day, 
by  one  man  and  two  boys,  with  these  roller*^ 
Fifty  thousand  children's  handkerchiefs  have  been 
printed  in  the  same  time  by  the  same  number  of 
persons.  Similar  means  are  in  constant  use  for 
staining  or  dying  cotton  and  linen  cloths  of  one 
color,  in  the  same  expeditious  manner,  so  as  to 
make  them  fit  for  a  greater  variety  of  apparel 
and  furniture.  Were  these  operations  to  be  per- 
formed upon  the  whole  quantity  of  cotton  goods 
estimated  in  this  statement,  they  would  add  seveo 
or  eight  millions  of  dollars  to  their  value,  and 
would  require  but  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  men 
and  children.  The  a^regate  value  of  our  sur- 
plus cotton,  (64,000,000  lbs.,)  even  when  thos 
simply  manufactured  by  210,000  persons,  would 
be  raised  from  eight  or  nine  millions  of  dollars  to 
seventy-five  millions  of  dollars.  The  total  addi- 
tion to  the  original  value  of  our  cotton  crop  alone 
would  be  at  a  rale  far  exceeding  the  value  of  our 
exports  of  American  growth. 

To  manifest  the  impwtance  of  such  operations 
to  the  landed  interest  it  may  be  safely  affirmed 
that  sixty-four  millions  of  pounds  weight  of  clean 
cotton  wool,  freed  from  the  seedR,  can  be  pro- 
duced, on  a  low  average,  by  half  a  million  of 
acres  of  unmanured  land.  A  quantity  of  cotton 
woolj  equal  to  all  that  is  now  produced  by  the 
civilized  and  uncivilized  nations  of  the  world, 
could  be  raised  on  a  very  small  portion  of  our 
Southern  soil. 

Such  are  the  benefits  which  agrieoltore  and 
the  country  at  larg^  may  derive  from  the  manu- 
facture of  our  only  redundant  raw  material.  The 
States  of  Rhode  Island  and  Massachusetts  have 
expelled  all  doubts  about  the  practicability  of  the 
cotton  operations.  With  the  smallest  territory  in 
the  United  States,  Rhode  Island  has  already  at- 
tained and  introduced  into  her  vicinity*  a  cotton 
branch  of  our  manufactures,  as  valuable  as  the 
cotton  branch  of  any  country  in  Europe  was,  at 
the  time  of  the  formation  of  our  present  Consti- 
tution.f  The  neighboring  States  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut  quickly  followed  Rhode 
Island ;  and  the  tables,  which  are  annexed,  im- 
perfect as  they  unavoidably  are,  manifest  tb^ 
universality  and  magnitude  of  the  cotton  manu- 
facture in  1810.  If  a  very  sober  prudence  shall 
estimate  the  value  of  the  water  spun  and  steam 
spun  cotton  yams,  at  the  prices  for  which  they 
can  be  imported,  without  profit,  from  Europe, 
there  will  remain  an  opportunity  for  much  luera^ 
tive  business  in  works,  and  very  great  accommo- 
dations and  savings  injpnvatQ  families,  es(»ecialiy 
in  the  Southern  and  Western  States  and  districts. 
This  allegation  will  not  be  doubted,  since  the 

*  Massachnsetts  is  also  gveat  in  the  cotton  branch. 

t  The  quantity  of  eloths  and  stnfis,  for  elothing  aai 
fomiture,  which  could  be  made  by  the  United  Btatas, 
in  pBoportion  to  the  popolatimi  and  manu&ctons  «f 
Rhode  Island,  in  1810,  would  be  S4a/K)0,000  of  yards, 
acoording  to  the  marshal's  retnro,  whieh  ho  < 
as  materiaUy  defi^ctive. 
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BUUe  of  Qeorgia,  with  a  wiiii*  popnUtiaQ  of  one 
luiQdrad  and  forty-fire  tboasand  foar  hundred 
and  fourteen  persons,  manufactured,  at  the  date 
of  the  last  census,  more  yards  of  varioua  cloths 
and  stuffs  than  Rhode  Inland.  The  difierence  in 
faror  of  Georgia  was  one  million  fiye  hundred 
and  forty  thousand  yards.  By  the  proportion  of 
this  frontier  Southern  agricultural  State,*  the 
white  population  of  oar  country  might  be  proved 
to  ha?e  been  capable  of  manufacturing,  in  1810, 
assorted  cloths  and  stuffs,  of  the  various  raw  ma* 
terials,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  millions  of  yards.  These  facts  illustrate  the 
state  of  manufactures  in  one  of  the  most  agricul- 
tural and  in  one  of  the  least  agricultural  States, 
before  the  recent  increase  of  the  port  duties  upon 
foreign  mantifactures.  and  the  voluntary  oi  un- 
forcM  course,  which  those  two  dissimilar  States 
have  respectively  taken,  in  manufacturing  their 
eloths  and  stuffs,  for  furniture  and  apparel,  out  of 
the  variousprodoictions  of  our  own  lands. 

FFoo/.*^The  facts  which  will  be  presented  in 
evidence  of  the  present  influence  of  the  woollen 
manufacture  upon  the  landed  interest  are  nu- 
merous and  important. 

There  does  not  occur  to  present  recollection 
any  raw  material,  in  which  the  hand  of  Provi- 
dence has  made  so  ^reat  a  diversity  of  qualitv 
ami  value,  as  exisu  with  reapect  to  sheep's  wool. 
Each  descrimion  has  its  proper  uses  and  capaci- 
ties. The  climate  in  whjich  the  sheep  is  brought 
forth,  raised,  and  maintained,  is  considered  by 
many  as  a  circumstance  of  the  utmost  importance. 
A  standard  by  which  to  determine  the  corres- 
pondence of  places  in  all  those  particulars  which 
constitute  climate,  appears  therefore  to  beagreat 
dendercUum,  and  is  most  likely  to  be  found  in 
natural  objects.  Some  vegetable  production,  of 
peculiar  characteristics,  indicating  the  same  de- 
gree of  temperature,  wherever  it  is  foundj  was 
presumed  to  be  probably  existent.  It  is  believed 
that,  until  a  more  sure  and  more  accurate  stand- 
ard object  can  be  thought  of  or  discovered,  the 
Auraniia  Sinetuis,  or  the  China  or  Sweet  Orange, 
may  prove  an  useful  natural  instrument  to  ascer- 
tain a  climaterial  correspondence  of  a  line  of 
places,  on  the  European  and  North  American 
continents,  from  which  we  may  safely  begin  to 
count  the  minutes  and  degrees  of  temperature,  at 
least  for  agricultural  and  manufacturing  purposes. 
The  vicinities  of  Lisbon,  in  the  old  world,  and 
St.  Augustine  and  New  Orleans^  in  the  new,  pro- 
dace  this  delicate  fruit  in  the  highest  perfection, 
and  will  be  considered  as  justifying  the  temporarj 
assumption,  subject  to  correction,  that  the  cli- 
mates of  places,  in  the  Atlantic  States,  corres- 
pond in  temperature  with  those  of  Europe,  not 
being  insular,  which  are  nine  degrees  of  latitude 
more  Northern.f 

*  In  the  year  1807,  Georgia  had  only  one-eighty. 
Ibnrth  part  of  the  tonnage  of  the  ships  and  vessels  of 
the  Uuted  Stotes. 

t  The  production  of  the  soger  cane,  and  of  the  cot- 
ton shrub  or  tiee,  in  Spain  and  Amedca,  vmj  4bo  be- 
considered. 


An  application  of  this  guide  to  the  production 
of  wool,  in  the  United  States,  gives  the  following 
results : 

The  best  wool  in  Great  Britain,  is  in  the  Westen 
Islands  of  Scotland,  and  is  veiy  fine.  North  latitude 
in  Europe  66^-^-eqQal  in  America  to  49^. 

The  next  quaUtj  is  the  wool  of  Herefordshire,  Eng- 
land, and  is  very  good.  North  latitude  in  Europe  62^ 
20^'— equal  in  America  to  4a<'  20". 

Saxon  wool,  the  best  German,  very  fine.  North 
latitude  in  Europe  51^  40" — equal  in  America  to 
420  40". 

Rousillon,  French  wool,  very  fine.  North  latitude 
in  Europe  42°  60"— equal  in  America  to  33«  60". 

Spanish  merino  wool,  from  North  latitude  in  Europe 
44  to  39° — equal  in  America  from  86  to  80°. 

From  the  very  fine  quality  of  the  Scottish 
Western  Island  wool,  (which  is  said  to  be  from 
the  merino  breed  uf  sheep,  obtained  accidentally 
so  long  ago  as  A.  D.  1588,)  from  the  excetlenoy 
of  the  Scottish  Shetland  wool,  and  from  similar 
qualities  of  the  wool  of  Saxony  and  of  the  an- 
cient wool  of  Berri,  and  the  modern  wool  of 
Rousillon.  in  France,  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  the  climates  of  Europe,  capable  of  producing 
undegenerate  merino  sheep,  extend  considerably 
bevond  and  to  the  North  of  Spain.  But  the  claa- 
sincation  is  given  here  with  exactness;  and  cer- 
tain fine  wools  of  Denmark  and  Sweden  might 
he  added.  If  the  political  disconnexion  of  France 
occasioned  her  not  to  possess  the  breed  and  the 
pastoral  regimen,  necessary  to  the  production  of 
the  finest  description  of  wool,  the  perfect  freedom 
of  aj^riculture,  and  the  actual  difi'usion  of  all 
legitimate  advantages  in  every  mode  of  business, 
in  the  United  States,  will  soon  enable  us  to  as- 
certain the  extent  in  which  we  possess  the  proper 
Cis-Atlanlic  latitudes.  There  appears  no  reason 
to  doubt  that  the  precise  temperatures  of  the  most 
favorable  and  most  esteemed  sheep  walks  of  Spain 
are  to  be  found  within  our  territory. 

It  is  considered  that  a  dry  air  is  very  favorable 
to  the  health  of  sheep,  and  to  the  fineness  and 
delicacy  of  their  wool,  and  it  is  believed  that  the 
United  States  may  entertain  a  just  confidence  in 
the  success  of  their  woollen  manufacture,  from 
their  enjoying  an  atmosphere  of  this  character. 
The  most  successful  woollen  manufacture  in  the 
world,  is  found  in  an  insular  and  humid  situa- 
tion. Our  success  may  therefore  become  su- 
perior. 

It  is  considered  that  no  part  of  our  territory  is 
too  far  South  for  healthful  sheep  and  fine  wool. 
This  fact  is  worthy  of  particular  estimation,  be- 
cause it  has  been  erroneously  suggested,  that  the 
tropical  climates  convert  the  fleeces  of  sheep  into 
hair.  Since  St.  Augustine  is  of  the  temperature 
of  Lisbon,  our  territory  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
must  be  more  cool  than  the  South  of  Spain,  Bar- 
bery, the  South  of  Italy,  Greece,  Egypt,  the  land 
of  Canaan,  and  the  greater  part  of  Persia  and 
Thibet,  in  which  countries  the  most  ancient  hie- 
tories  and  the  most  recent  information  concur  to 
prove  the  abundance  of  sheep,  and  the  excellence 
of  the  wool.  Even  in  the  ardent  climate  of  Peru, 
there  abound  certain  indigenous  wool  bearing 
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animals,*  one  race  of  which  produces  fleeces  of 
the  fiDest  quality. 

The  breeds  <of  sheep  which  have  prevailed  in 
the  United  States,  till  within  a  few  year^  have 
not  been  of  the  heavy  fleeced  character  except 
in  a  very  few  valuable  instances.  Bat,  since  the 
introduction  of  the  Spanish  merinoes,  and  the 
attraction  of  the  public  attention  to  some  of  the 
breeds,  whose  fleeces  were  observed  to  be  heavy, 
or  which  are  adapted  to  the  tomb,  numerous  ex- 
periments aflbrd  the  strongest  reason  to  believe 
that  sheep,  in  this  country,  will  be  great  wool 
bearers,  according  to  their  respective  breeds.  The 
annual  shearings  and  exhibitions  display  much 
detailed  and  satisfactory  evidence  on  this  point. 

Of  the  productions  of  agriculture  and  hus- 
bandry amonff  the  civilized  nations,  sheep  em- 
ploy tne  smallest  number  of  persons,  according 
to  their  value.  The  raising  and  maintenance  of 
sheep  are,  so  far,  peculiarly  adapted  to  our  cir- 
cumstances, as  to  extent  of  territory,  and  mode- 
rate population.  Sheep  are  then  a  convenient  ob- 
ject for  the  United  States,  as  they  employ  more 
land  than  any  other  production,  and  we  have 
more  than  we  can  cultivate  or  employ.  Holland 
is  forbidden,  by  her  Very  limited  soil,  to  be  ex- 
tensive, though  skilful  in  the  woollen  manufac- 
tory }  and  imports,  by  her  canals,  most  of  the  flax 
and  yarn  of  which  she  makes  her  linens.  The 
United  States,  on  the  contrary,  are  capacitated 
and  invited,  by  their  extensive  territory,  to  rise, 
with  ease  and  singular  rapidity,  into  eminence 
in  the  woollen  branch.  The  saeacity  and  energy 
of  Rhode  Island  have  given  her  the  first  com- 
parative importance  in  cotton  mills  and  estab- 
lishments; but  the  young  settlements  of  Maine 
and  Vermont,  by  means  of  their  more  extensive 
territories^  have  enabled  each  of  them  far  to  ex- 
ceed her  in  sheep,  wool,  and  woollen  manufac- 
ture?. England  and  Wales,  with  only  thirty- 
four  millions  of  acres  of  lana,  and  twenty-six  to 
twenty-nine  millions  of  sheep,  have  been  said  to 
produce  one  hundred  and  forty-five  millions  of 
pounds  of  wool,  in  every  year,t  and  to  sell  to 
other  nations  more  woollens  than  the  rest  of 
mankind  exports.  The  English  and  Welsh  pop- 
ulation is  about  ten  millions;  but  their  progress 
in  the  production  of  wool  seems  to  be  arrested 
by  the  want  of  soil  for  grain,  cattle,  horses,  and 
plantations  of  trees.  Britain  imports  all  the  wool 
she  can  purchase,  and  pays  immense  sums  to 
Ireland  and  to  foreign  countries  for  bread  and 
meat,  wood  and  timber,  iron,  flax,  hemp,  and 
skins,  for  her  European  and  toreign  dominions, 
armies, navies,  and  manufactures.  Scotland,  with 
a  very  sagacious,  econominal,  and  energetic  pop- 
ulation, is  the  least  favored  of  the  civilized  na«- 
tions.  as  to  the  quality  of  her  soil.    She  conse- 

*  Lami,  properly  Rana,  like  a  small  Camel ;  Gu- 
and  vicuna;  of  which  the  Pacos  ia  a  species. 


See  the  skin  of  this  animal,  with  its  wool,  hair,  teeth, 
and  hoofi^  in  Peale's  Philadelphia  Mnseam. 

t  Lnccock,  of  Leeds,  states  the  wool  of  England 
and  Wales  to  have  been,  in  1806,  about  94»600,000 
pounds. 


qaently  exports  very  few  woollens  from  her  own 
agriculture.  It  may  be  affirmed,  then,  in  safe 
contradiction  to  ancient  opinions,  of  our  own  and 
of  Europe,  that  the  abundance  of  the  soil  of  the 
United  States  qnalifles  and  irresistibly  invites  or 
impels  them  to  continue,  improve,  and  extend, 
the  woollen  manufacture. 

The  case  of  the  Western  Scottish  islands,  in 
which  some  stranded,  captured,  and  fugitive  ves- 
sels of  the  Spanish  armada  are  believed  to  have 
left,  in  the  year  1588,  some  Castilian  sheep,  estab- 
lishes the  truth,  that  poor  dry  lands  will  preserve, 
in  a  considerable  degree,  fine  wool  in  a  breed  or 
sheep,  even  in  a  moist  and  rigorous  climate, 
where  the  lightness  of  the  soil  has  stunted  the 
stock  of  the  animals,  and  reduced  the  weight  of 
the  fleece ;  for  these  Scottish  sheep  are  very  small, 
and  bear  little  wool.  The  proper  temperature, 
dry  situations,the  proper  lightness  of  food,  g^reater 
care  of  the  fleeces,  in  the  time  of  growth,  and  in- 
creasing skill  in  the  important  operations  of  the 
wool  sorter,  insure  us  a  very  rapid  attainment  of 
fine  wool.  It  must  soon  be  more  than  we  can 
want  at  home.  But  exportation  takes  off  the 
woollens  of  a  single  European  nation,  from  their 
own  raw  materials,  to  the  amount  of  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  with  a  considerable  addition  from 
foreign  wool. 

The  examples  of  all  the  fenny  or  marshy  dis- 
tricts of  Great  Britain,  establish  the  truth,  that 
the  unoccupied  swamps  of  the  United  States, 
when  they  shall  be  properly  drained,  will  support 
the  heavy  fleeced  breeds  of  lon^^  woolled  sbeep^ 
much  of  the  fleeces  of  which  is  adapted  to  the 
comb,  and  is  necessary  for  the  "worsted"  or 
^'stuff*'  manufacture,  for  the  ordinary  hosiery, 
and  for  well  coated  blankets. 

At  this  moment  we  possess,  unused,  a  supera- 
bundant quantity  of  fenny,  marshy,  boggy,  or 
swampy  land,  capable  of  sustaining  more  or  the 
long  wooled  or  heavy  fleeced  sheep,  than  we  can 
want  for  our  own  use,  and  promising  to  our  mer- 
chants an  export  trade^  The  most  notable  quan- 
tities of  these  lands  are  in  the  maritime  counties 
of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia.'*'  These  iarge, 
heavy  fleeced,  and  lone  wooled  sheep,  require  to 
be  well  fed.  Mixing  the  long  wooled  and  other 
breeds,  and  a  right  management,  produce  great 
benefits  to  the  farmer,  and  to  the  hosier  class  of 
manufacturers. 

It  is  considered  that  there  were  at  least  thirteen 
or  fourteen  millions  of  pounds  of  wool  sheared  in 
the  United  States,  in  the  year  1810;  and  that  the 
growth  of  wool  in  the  year  1812  has  been  twenty 
to  twenty-two  millions  of  pounds.  There  are 
some  who  believe  the  quantities  to  be  rather 
greater,  because  the  increase  is  in  a  larse  com- 
pound ratio.  One-half  of  the  youne  are  females, 
and  the  males  are  wool  bearers,  till  they  are  ex- 
ported or  consumed.  Much  more  care  of  sheep 
IS  generally  observable.  The  fleece,  while  grow- 
ing, is  better  kept.  There  is  much  more  care  and 
opportunity  for  choice  as  to  breeders.  The  merino 


*  Romney  marsh,  in  England,  maintains  above  ibur 
sheep,  for  each  acre,  on  a  medium*— Zdiccodfc. 
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fleece  is  heavier,  as  well  as  flaer,  than  the  coaatry 
breeds.  The  embargoes,  foreiga  restrictions,  spo- 
liations, war,  and  high  freights,  have  diminished 
exportation;  and  rendering  otner  meat  and  fish 
more  difficult  to  sell,  and  combining  with  other 
causes,  have  doubtless  affected  the  consumption 
of  mutton.  There  has  been  at  the  same  time  a 
considerable  importation  of  wool,  and  a  great  im- 

fiortation  of  fine  wooled  and  heavy  fleeced  sheep, 
t  is  probable  that  no  country  has  ever  eflected  so 
great  changes  in  the  value  and  extent  of  its  stock 
of  sheep,  as  the  United  States,  within  a  few  years. 
There  is  the  strongest  encouragement  to  persevere 
in  the  preservation,  multiplication,  and  improve- 
ment, of  these  animals. 

The  improvements  in  the  manufacture  of  wool, 
and  in  the  means  of  conduciin^^  it,  have  been  very 
considerable.  Carding  machmes  have  been  in- 
troduced, to  the  number  of  413^  in  the  sin|^le 
State  of  New  York.  The  wpol  picking  machine 
also  saves  labor.  The  manufactory  of  hats,  con- 
suming more  wool,  with  few  hands,  than  any 
other  of  the  ancient  modes,  is  carried  to  the  ex- 
tent of  our  consumption.  We  begin  to  export 
hats.  The  European  improvements  to  save  labor, 
in  spinning  wool,  have  been  brought  into  exten- 
sive use.  Fulling,  a  labor  saving  process,  is  greatly 
increased.  It  was  formerly,  as  in  hatting,  a  man- 
ual operation.  More,  than  formerljr,  of  our  wool 
if  used  in  those  manufactures,  which  do  not  re- 
quire regular  fulling,  such  as  flannels,  and  goods 
made  of  combed  wool.  Dying  is  much  improved 
by  the  modern  aids  of  chemistry.  The  fly  shuttle, 
which  saves  labor,  is  constantly  multiplied.  The 
loom  and  the  weaver  are  much  improved.  Fe- 
male aid  in  manufactures,  which  prevents  the 
diversion  of  men  and  boys  from  agriculture,  has 
greatly  increased.  Children  are  employed  as  well 
as  the  infirm  and  the  crippled.  The  asylums  of 
the  poor  and  unfortunat^  and  the  penitentiaries 
of  indiscretion  and  immorality,  are  improved  and 
aided  by  the  employment  and  profits  of  manufac- 
tures. In  the  section  of  the  Union  occupied  in 
part  by  colored  laborers,  decent  and  comtortable 
hospitals  have  been  established  upon  some  of  the 
planters'  estates,  in  which  children,  convalescents, 
ax^ed  persons,  and  married  females,  for  a  proper 
time  before  and  after  puerperal  occasions,  have 
been  employed  with  humanity  and  advantage,  in 
manufacturmg  cloths  and  stuffs,  for  apparel  and 
furniture. 

Modem  improvemenu  in  the  stocking  loom, 
and  in  the  shearing  of  woollen  cloths,  have  been 
introduced  into  the  United  States,  and  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  current  of  acquisition  of  the 
means  of  the  woollen  manufacture  has  fully 
equalled  the  great  and  manifest  increase  of  the 
raw  material.  Indeed,  it  may  be  safely  affirmed, 
that  the  manufacturer's  demand  has  continued  to 
exceed  the  farmer's  ability  to  supply  the  various 
descriptions  of  wool.  The  sheep  were  formerly 
a  mere  object  of  domestic  economy  and  conve- 
nience, and  have  at  length  become  a  great  and 
universal  object  of  agricultural  profit  and  wealth. 
Besides  the  increase  in  the  number  of  sheep,  and 
the  goodness  of  wool,  the  price  of  the  three  estab- 


lished qualities  has  sustained  an  addition  of  fifty 
per  centum. 

Iron, — In  the  iron  branch,  the  consumption  of 
that  most  useful  natural  production  takes  place 
in  a  manner  yielding  an  accumulation  of  benefits 
to  the  landed  interest.  This  is  displayed  in  vari- 
ous labor-savio^  nail  mills,  the  improvements  in 
the  easy  operation  of  casting  iron  and  steel,  the 
very  rapid  progress  in  the  wire  manufactory,  the 
sudden  creation  of  private  armories  and  military 
foundries,  the  multiplication  of  the  rolling  and 
slitting  mill,  the  boring  mill^  the  grinding  mill, 
the  polishing  and  metal  turning  machinery,  the 
tilt  or  trip  hammer,  the  wool  card  making  ma- 
chinery, the  nailed  shoe,  the  manufactories  of 
surgical  instruments,  of  cannon  ball  and  shells, 
the  machinery  for  making  screws,  the  saw,  file, 
and  edge  tool  manufactories,  the  multiplication 
of  steel  and  common  furnaces,  bloom eries,  and 
forges,  the  innumerable  black  and  white  smiths' 
shops,  for  every  iron  implement  and  necessary  of 
farming,  planting,  manufacture,  and  navisation. 
The  benefits  to  the  landed  interest^  from  the  con- 
sumption of  so  great  a  quantity  of  iron,  fuel,  food, 
forage,  and  building  materials,  and  tne  employ- 
ment of  so  many  cattle  and  mill  seats  as  the  iron 
manufacturers  require,  are  great  and  evident ;  but 
the  aid  to  agriculture,  from  the  abundant,  cheap, 
sure,  and  a^acent  supply  of  iron  work,  for  every 
purpose  of  the  garden,  the  field,  and  the  family, 
is  incalculable  and  indispensable.  Not  a  build- 
ing for  man,  for  cattle, -nor  for  the  safe  keeping 
of  produce  or  merchandise— not  a  plough, a  mill, 
a  loom,  a  wheel,  a  spindle,  a  carding  machine,  a 
fire  arm,  a  sword,  a  wagon,  or  a  ship,  can  be 
provided,  without  the  manufactures  of  the  iron 
branch. 

Leather. — The  manufactures  of  hides  and  skins 
are  of  great  importance  to  agriculture.  The  coats 
of  animals,  nearly  excluded,  by  the  introduction 
and  improvements  of  the  cloth  manufacture,  from 
their  original  uses  in  making  garments,  would  be- 
come a  mere  ofial,  but  for  their  present  employ- 
ment in  leathern  goods.  Bark,  abounding  every 
where  in  America,  is  redundant  in  new  settle- 
mtots,  where  the  tanning  business  facilitates  the 
destruction  of  the  forests,  which  obetruet  agri- 
culture. This  manufacture  has  an  additional 
value  in  producing  a  market  for  lime.  A  meth- 
od of  splitting  skins  has  been  invented,  and  an 
improvement  in  making  shoes,  which  saves  fonr- 
fifths  of  the  workmanship,  has  been  discovered. 
The  uses  of  leather  are  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  health,  the  facilitation  of  industry,  the  diffu- 
sion of  knowledge,  and  the  military  operations  of 
the  United  States,  by  land  and  sea.  The  shoes, 
boou,  and  slippers,  manufactured  in  1812,  un- 
doubtedly exceeded  the  value  of  all  the  manufac- 
tures imported  in  the  first  year  of  the  present 
Gh>vernment,  which,  by  the  actual  return  of  No- 
vember 30, 1791,  were  worth  here  only  15,295,638 
dollars.  The  shoemakers'  wares  ot  the  entire 
State  of  Massachusetts^  through  the  production 
of  handicraft,  are  equal,  in  their  total  value,  to 
its  proportion,  according  to  its  population,  of  one 
moiety  of  the  exports  oi  goods  of  our  growth,  pro- 
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date,  and  manafketore,  ia  the  most  favorable  fear. 
Were  shoes,  boots,  and  slippers,  manufactared  in 
the  same  proportion  to  numbers  in  all  the  States, 
they  would  be  equal  in  value  to  twenty-four  mill- 
ions and  sixty-seren  thousand  dollars.  The  eord- 
wainers*  purchases  are  the  greatest  support  of  the 
leather  branch.  Upon  an  examination  of  the 
number  of  shoes,  boots,  and  slippers,  saddles  and 
bridles,  harness,  carriages,  (manv  of  which  have 
leathern  boots,  tops,  curtains,  and  aprons,)  drums, 
ffloves,  leathern  breeches,  rigging,  and  other  hides 
for  ships  and  vessels,  bound  books,  manufacturing 
cards  and  carding  machines,  military  equipments, 
and  other  leathern  goods,  there  will  appear  no  rea- 
son to  doubt,  that  a  value  of  leathern  manufac- 
tares  is  annuallv  made  in  the  United  States,  fully 
equal  to  that  of  half  our  exports  of  our  own  pro- 
ductions and  manufactures.  These  are  reatne- 
oeataries  or  plain  conveniences.  The  Americans 
consuming  more  animal  food  than  any  other  peo- 
ple, in  proportion  to  our  numbers,  being  near  to 
the  greatest  foreign  sources  of  unmanufactured 
bides,  and  being  invited  to  sheep,  swine,  and  canle 
farming,  by  our  own  redundant  soil,  with  cheaper 
water  and  landj  proper  oils,  lime,  and  bark,  for 
the  leather  makmg  business,  than  any  other  coun- 
try, our  leathern  branch  must  continue  to  be  very 
conMderable.  and  rapidly  to  extend  and  improve. 
Il  is  not  doubted  that  it  is  at  present  equal  in  value 
to  the  same  branch  in  any  other  country,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  population,  if  the  same  qualities  of 
goods  be  estimated  at  the  same  prices.  These 
facts,  in  relation  to  the  leather  branch,  are  of  pe- 
culiar importance,  as  it  is  a  manufacture  by  hand 
and  not  by  machinery.  They  prove  our  capacity 
erven  in  the  handicraft  branches. 

IJax, — The  manufactures  of  flax,  existing  in 
every  part  of  the  United  States,  afford  conclusive 
evidence  of  the  universal  ability  to  produce  this 
raw  material.  Agriculture  might,  therefore,  be 
more  considerably  supported  by  it,  if  there  were 
occasion.  But  the  easier  production  and  manu- 
fkctore  of  cotton  occasions  a  small  and  proper  de- 
gree of  attention  to  flax  in  the  greater  part  of  the 
southera  section  of  this  country.  As  flax  requires 
bilt  a  small  quantity  of  land,  especially  where  a 

Sreat  stock  of  farmer's  animals  produces  abun- 
anee  of  manure,  its  cultivation  and  manufacture 
are  particularly  convenient  and  important  to  the 
fally  settled  districts  whieh  do  not  yield  cotton. 
Our  climate  is  favorable  to  bleaching.  In  Con- 
necticut, though  much  advanced  in  cotton  spin- 
niD|;.  there  is  returned  a  diffused  manufacture  of 
varioas  linen  cloths,  (besides  sewing  thread,  linen 
chaia  for  mixed  goods,  tapes,  bobbins,  fringes, 
lace,  webbing,  Ac.,)  equal  to  the  yearly  rate  of 
three  dollars  and  five  cents  and  one-half  per  head, 
which  is  at  the  rate  of  22,081,704  dollars  for  the 
whole  population  of  the  United  States.  Yet 
Connecticut  has  many  convenient  seaports.  Her 
return,  too,  is  considered  to  be  materially  short. 
Vermont  makes  linen  at  a  nearly  equal  rate.  Two 
hundred  thousand  spinning  wheels  (of  which 
about  two-fifth  parts  are  probably  emnloyed  on 
fiax^  in  the  two  States,  whose  returns  of  that  very 
useful  and  general  little  machine,  are  the  most 


complete,  j^ive  an  additional  evidence  of  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  this  manufacture.  But  for  the 
finrowth  of  cotton,  the  flax  manuftcture  would 
have  become  very  great.  Many  families  in  the 
United  States  derive  their  origin  from  nations 
the  most  successful  in  the  linen  mannfhcture  dur- 
ing our  two  centuries.  Such  of  the  States  as  may 
not  very  greatly  increase  their  sheep,  for  want  cHf 
land,  or  for  other  reasons,  will  he  particularly  ac- 
commodated by  the  cultivation  and  manufacture 
of  flax.  Oil  mills,  for  crushing  and  preesing  flax 
seed,  have  been  so  multiplied  within  a  few  yean, 
as  to  prove  the  extension  of  the  linen  branch,  and 
materially  to  benefitthe  growers  of  flax,  especially 
those  whose  distance  from  the  seaporu  prevents 
recourse  to  foreign  markets  in  disposing  of  their 
seed.  The  actual  extension  and  improvements 
in  all  the  arts  and  trades  whieh  employ  paints, 
are  favorable  to  the  sale  of  flax  seed  oil.  The 
economy  and  beauty  of  painting  all  wooden  and 
many  other  constructions,  especially  the  preser- 
vation of  those  which  are  exposed  to  the  weather^ 
occasions  the  manufacture  of  this  ml  greatly  to 
increase  in  quantity  and  value.  The  use  of  the. 
oil  cake  yields  a  beoefit  to  the  country.  Modern, 
and  particularly  recent  improvements  ia  dressing, 
spinning,  weaving,  and  bleaching  flax,  have  great- 
ly  facilitated  the  manufacture  of  this  raw  mate- 
rial. The  United  States  are  perfectljr  prepared 
for  such  an  extension  of  it  as  to  maintain  a  steady 
demand  equal  to  our  power  convenientljr  to  raise 
flax ;  wherefore,  agriculture  will  certainly  con- 
tinue to  be  extensively  and  very  considerably 
aided  by  it,  in  all  places  which  are  without  the 
region  of  the  cotton  cnltivation.  We  have  reg^ 
ularly  imported  flax  from  the  distant  markets  of 
Russia,  because  the  demand  of  the  mannfacturers 
could  not  be  satisfied  by  all  the  exertions  of  our 
farmers.  This  was  the  case  before  labor-saving 
machinery  was  introduced,  which  adds  to  the 
proof  of  our  capacity  for  even  handicraft  goods 
or  proper  manufactures. 

Hemp. — The  ability  to  prodtice  hemp  is  en- 
joyed by  every  State  in  the  American  Union. 
Soil,  climate,  industry,  machinery,  sitoatton,  and 
the  possession  of  capital  in  the  shape  of  the  raw 
material,  appear  to  nave  carried  this  branch  tfi 
thegreatest  height  in  the  State  of  Kentacky,eTen 
since  the  extension  of  the  cotton  culture  m  that 
quarter.  The  marshal  reports  a  prodnctton,  la 
1810,  of  5,755  tons,  in  the  prepared  state.  But. 
as  there  are  made,  m  Kentucky,  459,750  yards  or 
hempen  bagsinj^  cloth,  for  paekin^  cotton,  and 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-one  and 
one-half  tons  of  cordage,  and  much  yarn ;  and, 
moreover,  as  the  various  hempen,  flaxen,  cotton, 
and  woollen  cloths  and  stuffs,  of  that  State,  ia 
1810,  are  reported  to  have  amomited  to  2,216,596 
dollars,  it  is  manifest  that  the  landed  interest  is 
much  assisted  by  the  hempen  manufacture.^  Im- 


*  It  appears  that,  if  the  United  States  were  to  maa- 
ofacture  cloths  and  stufis,  in  as  great  a  degree  as  is  re- 
ported by  Kentucky,  (which  has  no  seaport,)  in  pro- 
portion to  the  whole  population  of  that  State  and  of 
the  Union,  our  manufaotnm  of  each  goods  miglil 
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proTements  in  the  proeess  fbr  separating  the  fibres 
of  hemp  from  the  wood^  part,  labor-saviog  roa- 
ehtnery  ta  manafactare  it,  and  skill  in  the  culti- 
ration,  resulting  from  the  introduction  of  experi<» 
en^ed  manufacturers,  hare  enhanced  the  aggregate 
▼alue  of  hempen  goods,  and  increased  their  im- 
portance to  agriculture.  So  much  greater  has 
been  the  demand  for  hemp,  at  home,  than  the 
practical  abilitf  hitherto  to  snppl7  it,  that  impor- 
tation, to  a  very  considerable  amount,  has  regu- 
larly taken  place,  although  there  is  an  extraordi- 
narjr  duty  on  foreign  hemp,  and  although  the 
cultivation  and  manufacture  of  cotton  hate  sud- 
denly and  greatly  interfered  with  the  manufacture 
of  this  raw  material.  The  mannfactnre  of  bemp^ 
being  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  supplies  of 
the  army  and  navy,  and  to  ptiblic  defence  on  the 
watdf  atid  on  land,  the  United  States  can  only  be 
rendered  perfectly  iafe  and  independent  by  early 
tad  efieciual  encourag^mentar  to  the  growth,  pre- 
paration, and  manufacture,  of  hemp.  It  is  of  no 
less  iinportance  than  those  of  arms  and  g^unpow- 
der.  To  separate  all  the  fibrous  from  the  ligneous 
parts  of  this  raw  material,  without  contertms  too- 
much  of  the  strong  and  good  staple  into  worthless 
tow,  by  ill  management,  would  occasion  the  quan- 
tity for  manufacture  to  be  ranch  larger,  and  the 
profits  to  the  cultivator  to  be  more  considerable, 
and  would  render  the  operations  of  the  manufac- 
turers more  easjr  and  successful.  Improvements 
in  all  the  machinery  for  hemp  are  worthy  of  pe- 
culiar attention  and  exertion. 

Wood, — The  numerous  and  diversified  manu- 
fkctnres  of  wood,  and  the  consumption  of  wood 
in  the  business  and  families  of  the  manufacturers, 
occasion  vast  benefits  to  the  landed  interest,  in  all 
aitaations,  maritime  and  interior. 

The  coopers  and  carpenters'  packages  for  ex- 
ported goods,  alone,  probably  exceed  two  millions 
two  hundred  thousand  in  number.  To  fJiese  may 
.be  added  as  many,  or  more,  for  home  use.  The 
ships  and  boats  of  the  United  States,  at  their 
greatest  amount,  on  a  medium  of  a  period  of 
three  years,  have  been  computed  at  forty-five 
millions  of  dollars.  Staves,  heading,  and  boards, 
may  be  deemed  simple  or  imperfect  manufactures 
of  wood«  Carriages  for  pleasure,  business,  and 
War,  cabinet  wares,  saddle-trees,  turnery,  with 
plotighs.  harrows,  corn  fans,  hand  and  wheelbar- 
rows, wooden  measureai^  mill  work  and  machinery, 
wooden  instruments,  implements,  and  utensils, 
with  the  wooden  handles  of  metallic  instruments, 

aaaoBlit  to  atiore  than  eighty-foar  millions  of  yards. 
The  retnm  k  doubtless  very  short.  Though  hemp, 
freed  from  the  woody  part,  and  only  prepared  lor  spia- 
ning,  is  not  set  down  among  the  mani^ctnres,  yet  it  is 
materially  advanced  from  the  raw  state  by  that  prep^ 
aration.  That  the  general  return  of  Kentucky  is  very 
ahort,  will  appear  certain,  when  it  b  observed  that 
0h9efl,  and  other  mana&ctures  of  tanned  leather,  hats, 
all  mannfactures  of  iron,  (except  bars,  castings,  and 
cat  nails,)  of  copper,  brass,  silver,  and  gold,  of  docks 
and  watches,  or  lead,  of  pewter,  of  tin,  of  casks,  of 
meal,  of  carriages,  of  cabinet  ware,  of  books,  and  va- 
riova  other  goods,  are  omitied. 


pot  ashes^  maple  sugar,  tar,  pitch,  and  tarpenttney 
from  the  various  forest  trees,  ashes  for  the  soap 
manufactory,  bark,  and  wood  fuel,  including  char- 
coal, are  examples  of  wooden  goods  drawn  from 
our  forests.  It  may  be  safely  alleged,  that  the 
natural  and  cultivated  trees  of  the  United  States 
are  rendered,  by  manufactures,  a  very  great  ben- 
efit to  the  landed  interest.  It  is  considered  that 
pot  ashes  and  pearl  ashes  nearly  compensate  the 
settler  for  the  expense  of  clearing  the  portion  of 
a  new  farm  assigned  for  cultivation,  in  all  situa- 
tions  convenient  to  boat  navigation.  The  bark 
of  the  cork  tree  is  used  in  other  countries  as  a 
material  to  manufacture,  and  micrht  be  added,  by 
meansof  plantations,  to  the  North  American  pro* 
ductions.  It  is  an  evergreen  forest  tree  in  Spain 
and  Portugal,  and  is  found  in  the  southwestern 
angle  of  France,  in  temperatures  corresponding 
with  those  of  Qeorgia  and  the  two  Carolinas,  and 
the  Southwestern  States  and  Territories.  We 
have  obtained  the  cork-cutting  business,'  before 
the  landed  interest  hav6  procured  the  exotic  tree, 
or  supplied  the  material.  It  is  an  impressive  fhct, 
that  manufactures,  in  America,  outrun  agriculture 
in  most  instances. 

The  oils  of  vegetables  and  animals,  which  are 
generally  from  the  cultivated  lands  of  the  United 
States,  form  a  very  valuable  class  of  simple  man- 
ufactures, greatly  beneficial  to  the  agricultural 
interest.  These  are  flax  seed  oil.  castor  oil.  soap, 
candles,  lard,  rendered  tallow,  wax,  butter,  and 
cheese.  We  might  add  the  olive  oil,  as  we  have 
the  proper  temperatures  in  the  country  soiith  of 
the  Chesapeake  bay.  A  labor-saving  machine 
has  been  introduced,  by  American  ingenuity,  into 
the  manufactories  of  common  dipped  candles. 
Rape  seed  oil  might  be  made  in  all  the  States. 
Fish  oil  being  necessary  to  make  good  leather, 
the  fisheries  of  the  Lakes  and  Western  rivers' 
merit  consideration,  as  to  a  possibility  of  im- 
prorement.  The  aggregate  or  the  areas  of  the 
Lakes  is  as  great  as  a  considerable  sea.  The 
caviar  and  isinglass  are  objects  of  attention  and 
profit  in  Russia.  The  sturgeon  from  which  they 
are  made,  is  Acipemer,  IMh,  et  Slur,  Lvmna. 
It  aboaads  in  the  fresh  waters  of  the  Don  and  the 
Wolga,  and  is  suitable  for  our  Lakes. 

Dymand  Potn^a.— Indigo,  dying  woods,  «nd> 
plants  and  pigments,  of  various  kinds,  used  ra 
mannfactures,  are  additional  instances  of  the  ben- 
efits ai  that  branch  of  our  nationel  industry  to 
the  owners  and  cultivators  of  the  soil.  Manufac- 
turing all  we  produce  of  lead,  we  hitve  -  been 
obliged  to  import  a  large  balance  of  that  useful 
metal,  for  our  workmen,  after  using  all  oiir  own 
lead,  which  isoon  veriible  into  various  pigments,  is 
a  raw  material  of  several  useful  manufactures,  in 
its  separate  state,  or  mixed  with  other  metals. 
The  rapid  advance  of  lead  manufactures,  on  the 
purchase  of  Louisiana,  proves  that  they  not  only 
steadily  progress,  but  rapidly  extend,  on  every 
new  supply  of  the  raw  material.  Manufactures 
goad  the  whole  landed  interest  to  profitable  pro- 
duction. 

7b5acco. — The  manufacture  of  tobacco,  snufiT, 
and  cigars,  has  become  a  very  considerable  bene  - 
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fit  to  the  planter.  Labor-saring  mtchtnery  does 
much  in  this  branch.  Our  manufactory  has  mit- 
igated the  shock  giTen  by  the  recent  wars  and 
foreign  commercial  impediments  to  the  tobacco 
cultivation.  We  are  equal  to  the  supply  of  any 
demand  for  the  export  trade,  in  snuff  and  tobacco, 
after  an  abundant  reserve  for  home  consumption. 

jFVttif.— Manufactures  from  fruit  are  every 
where  economical,  and,  in  many  places,  highly 
profitable  to  the  farmer,  and  admit  of  a  vast  and 
profitable  extension.  These  are  cider,  apple  and 
peach  brandy,  the  wine  of  the  Corinth  fruit,*  or 
currant  wine,  and  vinegar  in  its  ordinary  state, 
and  prepared  with  the  juices  of  the  various  fruits. 
It  is  believed  that  the  extent  in  which  the  Amer- 
ican currant  wine  has  been  already  made,  has  not 
been  observed  or  considered,  nor  are  its  pleasant- 
ness, utility,  facility  of  manufacture,  nor  our  vast 
capacity  for  the  manufacture,  sufficiently  known, 
or  duly  appreciated.  The  red,  black,  and  white 
currants  grow  and  produce  well  in  our  most 
Northern  and  Eastern  States,  and  in  colder  parts 
of  Europe.  The  proper  Corinthian  grape  was 
found  in  the  climate  of  Southern  Greece,  and  its 
island  of  Zante.  The  red,  black,  and  wnite  cur- 
rants are  indigenous  or  domesticated  here.  They 
all  yield  wine.  The  quantity  of  two  barrels,  or 
sixty- three  gallons^  may  be  easily  made  in  every 
farmer's  family,  without  the  use  of  more  ground 
than  he  ought  to  appropriate  for  his  common  kit- 
chen garden,  and  with  as  little  trouble  as  that  ne- 
cessary to  make  butter,  cheese,  cider,  or  beer- 
Even  the  inhabitants  of  th&cities,  and  other  towns, 
who  have  wardens,  or  who  purchase  currants, 
may  make  the  currant  or  Corinthian  wine.  Our 
million  of  white  families  (by  the  census  of  1810) 
at  a  medium  of  sixty-three  gallons  each,  or  two 
barrels,  are  capable  of  preparing  sixty-three  i  mil- 
lions of  gallons— a  quantity  nearly  twelve  times 
as  great  as  that  of  all  the  wine  received  from 
abroad,  or  twenty-three  times  the  quantity  con- 
sumed in  the  United  States.!  It  is,  doubtless, 
capable  of  distillation  into  brandy.  It  would  be 
a  profitable  business  to  make  Corinthian  wine 
upon  the  great  scale,  and  it  is  far  more  worthy  of 
attention,  in  the  country  north  of  the  Bay  of 
Chesapeake,  than  the  cultivation  of  the  wine 
ffrapes  of  Germany,  Frai^ce,  Spain,  Portugal, 
Italy,  and  their  islands.  No  beverage  is  more 
pleasant;  none,  it  is  believed,  more  wholesome ; 
and  it  would  afford  an  universal  opportunity  to 
mit^te  the  ardor  or  diminish  the  use  of  distilled 
spirits.  The  currant,  or  Corinthian  wine,  if  made 
extensively  in  the  United  States,  would  greatly 
inorease  the  benefits  of  the  manufactures  of  fruit 
liquors  to  the  cultivators  and  land-holders,  which 
are  already  very  considerable,  convenient,  and 
profitable. 

As  in  relation  to  the  quantity  of  wool,  so  in  re- 

*  Ribes  on  HorticolUire.  dee  Miller's  Gardener's 
Dlctionaiy,  (folio  enlarged.) 

t  The  wines  left  for  consumption  in  the  United  States, 
in  1807,  were  only  3,692,737  gallons,  by  the  returns  of 
imports  and  exports.  The  Madeiras,  Burgundy,  Cham- 
paign, and  fine  Clarets,  were  only  one-tenth. 


jation  to  the  manufaetores  of  the  grape,  the  opin- 
ion is  submiued,  that  the  AuratUia  StnenM,  or 
the  China  orange,  is  an  useful  indicator  of  cli- 
material  temperature.  Presuming  upon  the  dif- 
ference of  nine  degrees,  which  the  steady  produc- 
tions of  that  delicate  fruit  appear  to  justify,  the 
following  table  of  corresponding  temperature,  ia 
relation  to  the  finest  wines  of  considerable  pro- 
ductions on  the  continent  of  Elurope,  is  respect- 
fully offered,  since  wines,  or  fermented  spirits, 
brandies,  and  cremor  tartar^  or  the  salt  of  wine, 
are  manufactures  from  the  grape. 

Moselle,  Rhenish,  and  Hock  wines,  are  prodacedin 
40^  to  60?  North  iatitnde  in  Europe— eqnal,  in  Noitk 
America,  to  40^  to  41^ 

Champaign  wine,  in  40®  North  latitude  in  Eon^e— 
eqoal,  in  North  America,  to  40®. 

Burgundy  wine,  in  47®, to  48®  North  latitade  in 
Europe— equal,  in  North  America,  to  38®  to  39®. 

Claret,  Sauterne,  and  Grave  wines»  in  44^®  to  46}® 
North  latitude  in  Europe— equal,  in  North  America  to 
36J®  to  36i®. 

Oporto,  or  Port  wine,  41®  20^'  North  latitude  ia 
Enrope^equal,  in  North  America,  to  32®  W- 

Lisbon  and  Carcavela  wines,  38i®  to  30}®  North 
latitude— equal,  in  North  America,  to  29}®  to  80}®. 

Xeres  or  Sherry,  St,  Lucar,  and  Malaga,  or  moun- 
tain wines,  in  37®  28^'  North  latitude— equal,  in  North 
'America,  to  28®  28", 

Cider  and  Perry. — The  manufactures  of  cider 
and  perry  are  so  highly  perfected  in  Europe,  that 
the  former  liquor,  of  the  most  excellent  quality, 
has  been  sold  for  prices  greater  than  the  first  costs 
of  some  of  the  wines  of  the  European  and  African 
islands,  and  of  those  continents.  Much  more 
might  be  safely  asserted  of  the  British  cider.  The 
American  cider  advances  rapidly^  in  quantity  and 
quality.  So  far  as  either  the  fining,  fermentfition, 
or  ripening  of  the  liquor,  or  the  quality  of  the 
fruit,  may  be  effected  by  the  temperature  of  the 
climate,  the  same  difference  of  nine  degrees  may 
be  considered  in  relation  to  the  cider  countries  of 
Europe  and  America.  It  is  conceived  that,  in 
safe  comparisons  of  places,  the  situations  of  both 
should  be  on  continents.  The  climates  of  isUads 
of  the  same  magnitude  may  also  be  compared  in 
the  same  manner. 

(irrain.— The  evidences  of  the  immense  advan- 
tages which  the  landed  interest  derives  from  man- 
ufactures, will  be  concluded  by  the  adduction  of 
some  facts  in  relation  to  those  from  ^rain.  A 
single  State  returns  the  various  descriptions  of 
meal  and  flour  to  the  amount  of  almost  eleven 
millions  of  dollars,  made  at  two- hundred  and 
eight  mills,  besides  more  than  $4,365,000  In  value 
in  fermented  malt  liquors  and  distilled  spirits, 
chiefly  from  grain.  Cider  is  not  included.  The 
whole  value  of  the  distilled  spirits  from  molasses, 
grain,  and  fruit,  made  in  the  United  States,  ap- 

Eears  to  have  been  above  flfteen  millions  aad  a 
alf  of  dollars^  in  1810.  Much  the  greater  part 
is  made  of  grain ;  to  those  are  to  be  added  >¥afers, 
starch,  hair-powder,  and  all  the  varieties  of  the 
bakers' goods.  Considering  flour  and  meal,  bolted, 
sometimes  kiln  dried,  and  packed  in  casks  for 
exportation^  and  biscuit  so  packed  and  prepared, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^R(^"flMBI^»V^^i^ 


Digest  qf  Mctmifacturt^. 


%a  maQufacturei  from  jrraiD,  it  appears  that  our 
exports  of  these  goods,  lo  one  year,  nave  amount- 
ed to  1,557,000  casks,  of  various  sizes.  In  fine, 
such  is  the  vast  importance  of  this  branch,  that, 
were  the  grain  mills,  bake-houses,  starch,  hair- 

Sowder,  and  wafer  manufactories,  breweries,  and 
istilleries,  of  the  United  States,  suspended  in 
their  operations,  the  body  of  the  farmers  and  the 
planters  would  be  wounded  and  crippled  in  most 
places,  and  paralyzed  in  many  of  the  States.  It 
IS  an  important  fact,  that  manufactories  of  grain 
(such  as  the  brewery  and  distillery)  insure  this 
country  against  a  distressful  famine,  because  we 
could  consume,  in  a  scarce  year,  in  bread,  that 
wbich  was  raised  to  make  liquors. 

Such  are  the  principal  facts  which  occur  to  re- 
collection at  this  time,  evincing  the  benefit,  to 
the  cultivator  and  owners  of  the  soil,  from  the 
manufactures  which  have  arisen,  unforced,  in  the 
United  States.  Their  principal  protection  by 
duties  was  incidental.  Tbose  duties  were  im- 
ppsed  to  raise  the  necessary  revenue,  and  greatly 
favored  the  manufacturers^  I  proceed  to  submit 
some  of  those  facts  which  evidence  the  aid  afford- 
ed by  our  manufacturing  industry  to  navigation 
and  commerce. 

Navigation  and  Commerce. — The  construction 
of  ships  and  vessels,  with  their  boats,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  having  produced  an  accumulation  of 
that  description  of  manufactured  property,  in  the 
year  1810,  amounting  to  a  million  of  tons,  and 
worth  the  sum  of  forty-five  minions  of  dollars, 
roperly  estimatiqc  the  old,  the  new,  and  the 
all  worn.  The  cloth  of  which  the  sails  were 
made,  and  an  inconsiderable  sum  in  bunting  or 
worsted  stuff,  for  colors,  with  a  smaller  sum  in 
optical  and  other  instruments,  are  all  the  foreign 
articl^in  this  great  value,  of  those  indispeAsable 
requisites  to  commerce,  navigation,  and  commer- 
cial defence.  Although  the  cannon,  muskets,  pis* 
tola,  swords,  pikes,  shot,  ball,  shells,  and  gunpow- 
der, of  the  public  and  private  armed  ships,  are 
DOW  made  in  the  United  States,  to  an  amount 
very  far  beyond  the  quantity  demanded  for  our 
mercantile  and  military  vessels,  the  cos(  of  these 
articles  is  not  included  in  the  sum  of  forty-fivt 
loillions,  above  mentioned. 

The  navj,  private  armed  ships,  and  lettur  of 
mmrque  ships,  are  also  constructed  or  manufac- 
tured in  the  United  States ;  and  being  of  the  ut- 
most importance  to  the  defence  of  commerce,  their 
manuGeicture  appears  to  be  a  proper  object  of 
statement  under  this  head. 

The  working  carriages  employed  in  the  various 
operations  of  commerce,  with  many  of  the  scales 
and  weights,  measures,  and  other  utensils,  and  in- 
struments 01  trade,  are  made  in  our  work  shops. 

Tbe  number  of  American  articles,  in  the  re^* 
ular  lists  of  the  exporu  of  the  United  States,  is 
about  one  hundred  and  ten.  of  which  about  sev- 
enty are  manufactures  of  the  United  States,  sub- 
'  serving  commerce,  by  affording  new,  various,  and 
more  convenient  articles  of  exportation.  Among 
these  are  included  flour,  bread,  boards,  and  scant- 
lingf  with  other  articles,  not  always  considered  as 
maDufactures.  But,  if  we  did  not  make  boards, 
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scantling,  shingles,  staves,  heading,  fiour,  meal, 
and  biscuit,  the  foreign  sugar  colonies  would  not 
take  off  much  of  our  wheat  and  timber.  The 
manufactures  of  wool  and  crrain  render  the. ori- 
ginal productions  or  materials  convenient  to  our 
general  trade,  and  absolutely  necessary  to  some 
of  its  branches.  The  value  of  some  of  our  export- 
ed manufactures,  as  thev  are  sometimes  strictly 
considered,  may  not  exdCed  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars, but  tnese  constitute  an  interesting  assistance 
to  foreign  trade,  and  are  steadily  increasing.  If, 
however,  we  add  1,557,000  casks  of  flour,  nieal, 
and  biscuit,  at  an  average  price  of  eight  dollars, 
with  two  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  feet  and 
pieces  of  sawed,  split,  and  dressed  boards,  plank^ 
scantling,  staves,  ^c,  and  some  other  articles  ot 
alike  nature, the  maoufacturingoperation,  though 
imperfect,  becomes  very  influential  on  the  conve* 
nience  of  stowage,  the  benefit  of  freight,  the  ac- 
commodation of  purchasers,  and,  'subsequently, 
upon  the  activity  and  prosperity  of  commerce. 

The  manufacturers  assist  the  merchants  by 
their  purchases  of  very  large  quantities  of  foreign 
raw  materials,  imported  in  their  vessels.  Th^ 
are,  wool,  hemp,  flax,  and  cotton,  iron  and  steel, 
saltpetre,  sulphur,  hides,  skins,  and  leather,  indigo, 
fustic,  and  other  dye  wood  and  dye  stufls,  lead, 
copper,  and  brass,  in  piss  and  sheets,  tin  in  blocks 
and  sheet?,  spelter,  molasses,  raw  sugars,  cocoa, 
mahogany  and  other  cabinet  woods,  wines  and 
spirits,  for  medical  manufactures,  rags,  and  many 
other  articles,  with  coal  fer  the  supply  of  their 
laboratories,  furnaces,  forges,  and  work  shops. 
The  manufacturers  also  purchase,  for  their  domes- 
tic consumption,  great  quantities  of  imported 
goods,  benefitting  the  merchant. 

The  transportation  of  American  raw  materials, 
fuel,  and  building  materials,  for  the  workmen,  oc- 
casions a  very  great  trade  and  business  in  boats, 
shallops,  and  coasting  vessels,  highly  favorable  to 
the  merchants  who  own  them  i  and  the  transpor- 
tation of  American  manufactures,  in  like  manner, 
to  the  markets  on  our  rivers,  bays,  and  coasts,  is 
profitable  to  the  owners  of  vessels.  In  Great 
jBritain,  the  largest  porti<^n  of , the  toiiaage  in  any 
branch,  is  that  in  the  coasting  trade.  This  branch, 
of  manufacturing  commerce  rapidly  increases. 

The  most  distinguished  modern  commercii|l 
countries  in  the  world  import  great  quantities  of 
raw  materials,  and  export  large  quantities  of 
manufactures.  These  operations  constitute,  in 
fact,  the  greater  part  of  their  commerce.  In  those 
countries,  many  of  their  most  respectable  mer- 
chants have  become  partners  in  their  manufacto- 
ries. The  export  trade  in  British  manufactures, 
before  the  wars  which  have  grown  out  of  the 
French  Revolution,  constituted  much  the  largest 
part  of  the  outward  trade,  and  it  seems  likely  to 
oecomeequally  considerable,  in  proportion  to  their 
exports,  on  the  return  of  a  general  peace.  This 
export  trade  in  the  valuable  manufactures  of  the 
British  Kingdom,  is  now  extensively  conducted 
by  persons  who  combine  the  business  of  the  man- 
ufacturer with  that  of  the  foreign  merchant,  or, 
in  other  words^  who  unite  those  two  great  branches 
of  commerce  in  their  respective  houses.    A  sim- 
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ilar  and  great  field  fbr  capital  and  niercaDtile  en- 
terprise manifestly  lies  open  before  the  American 
merchants ;  and  some  ot  them  have  entered  upon 
it  with  capital,  spirit,  and  success.  So  far  as 
tabor-saving  machinery  has  been  employed  in  the 
operations, the  persons  who  have  undertaken  them 
have  proved  the  benefits  of  manufactures  to  the 
mercantile  capitalist ;  and,  in  other  considerable 
instances,  the  same  advantageous  employment  of 
trading  capital  has  occurred. 

The  banks  established  in  the  United  States, 
which  are  the  most  wealthy  and  important  of 
our  institutions  of  property,  are  mercantile  cor- 
porations. The  deposites  and  discounts  of  the 
•ugar  refiners,  millers,  bakers,  distillers,  brewers, 
cotton  spinners,  woollen  manufacturers,  hatters, 
nail  makers,  iron  masters,  various  smiths,  coopers, 
tanners,  shoemakers,  ropemakers,  &,c.  are  highly 
profitable  to  them,  and  are  uncommonly  safe, 
oince  our  exports  of  our  oWn  productions  are 
known  to  be  worth  forty-eight  millions  of  dollars, 
«nd  the  aggregate  value  of  our  manufactures  may 
(be  safely  estimated  at  three  and  one  half  or  four 
limes  that  sum,  it  is  plain  that  the  custom  of  the 
tnanufacturers  is  highly  important  to  our  banking 
companies.  Many  of  our  manufacturers  are  pro- 
raieiors  of  the  stocks  of  the  banks  of  the  United 
States,  and  thus  lend  to  the  merchants. 

Insurances  on  manufactures,  raw  materials, 
vessels  employed  in  transporting  them,  coastwise, 
and  from  and  to  foreijn>  countries,  and  upon  the 
manufacturing  establishments  themselves,  afibrd 
considerable  benefit  to  the  private  underwriters 
and  insurance  companies.  Many  persons  con- 
cerned in  these  mercantileinstitutionsare  engaged 
in  manufacturing  houses  and  associations. 

The  greater  prosperity  of  British  commerce, 
with  great  and  various  manufactures,  and  the 
desser  prosperity  of  Irish  commerce,  with  fewer 
and  less  various  naanufactnres,  afibrd  the  most 
conclusive  evidence  of  the  benefit  of  manufac- 
tures to  foreign  trade.  This  is  the  more  clear 
and  strong,  because  the  soil  of  Ireland,  in  propor- 
tion to  its  extent,  is  better  than  that  ot  Great 
Britain.  The  greater  prosperity  of  British  com- 
merce, in  time  of  peace,  with  superior  manufac- 
tures, and  the  lesser  prosperity  of  French  com- 
merce, in  the  same  season,  with  inferior  manu- 
factures, is  a  further  evidence  of  the  benefits  of 
the  useful  arts  to  foreign  trade.  The  prosperity 
of  American  trade  with  manufactures,  in  the 
seven  vears  which  preceded  the  year  IfllO,  (the 
date  of  the  following  tables,)  was  superior  to  that 
of  the  seven  years  preceding  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  with  less  manufactures,  and 
to  the  seven  years  which  preceded  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  almost  without  manufactures. 

The  richest  object  of  commercial  enterprise  for 
the  merchants  of  the  United  States  is  the  trade  of 
those  countries  which  do  not  manufacture.  Of 
this,  the  trade  of  our  American  brethren  from 
Texas  and  Mexico  to  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  is 
an  inestimable  instance.  We  can  import  their 
raw  materials  and  export  our  manufactures  to  an 
immense  amount,  with  substantial  benefit.  Their 
rich  products  will  not  often  be  received  in  the 


ports  of  Europe,  in  our  vessels,  foreign  to  them. 
Their  copper,  crude  sugar,  peculiar  cottons  and 
woodsj  their  various  dving  materials,  drugs,  and 
n>edicines,  their  wool,  hides,  and  tallow,  and  their 
gold  and  silver,  will  be  exchanged  for  cabinet 
wares, carriages, paper,  refined  sugar, beer,  distilled 
spirits,  candles,  hats,  boots,  shoes,  gold  and  silver 
plate  and  jewelry,  pottery,  iron  manufactures, 
mill  work,  copper  manufactures,  machinery, 
types,  gunpowder,  arms,  ships,  and  other  vesseu, 
boats,  and  various  other  manufactures  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statef.  They  do  not  want  our  provisions, 
tobacco,  cotton,  lumber,  indigo,  and  other  articles 
of  unmanufactured  produce.  If  we  had  only  such 
raw  productions,  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  foreign  America  would  be  very  limi- 
ted and  unprofitable.  As  our  manufactures  pro- 
gress, the  trade  with  that  near  and  connected 
country,  and  with  St.  Domingo,  and  all  the  coun- 
tries similarly  circumstanced,  cannot  fail  to  ia- 
crease.  Even  the  manufacturing  nations  will  be 
induced  to  purchase  our  goods,  which  can  be 
made  with  vast  advantages  of  labor-saving  ma- 
chinery operating  upon  raw  materials,  exem|>tcd 
from  the  duties  and  other  charges  of  importation. 
If  we  have  re-shipped  to  other  countries  tens  of 
millions  of  the  foreign  manufactures  of  Great 
Britain,  Ireland,  Russia,  Germany,  France,  and 
the  East  Indies,  we  may  ship  to  the  same  place, 
the  productions  of  our  own  national  industry.  Ii 
Great  Britain,  the  East  Indies,  Germany,  France, 
and  Russia,  find  in  foreign  countries  purchasers 
for  their  manufactures,  we  may  be  able  to  do  the 
same.  Since  the  Government  is  impartial  and 
friendly  to  our  merchants  and  manufacturers, 
those  two  descriptions  of  bur  citizens  may  libe- 
rally and  profitably  aid  each  other,  as  those  do 
who  live  as  fellow-citizens  in  foreign  countries. 

The  establishment  of  many  new  manufactures 
.in  the  United  States,  from  foreign  materials, 
occasions  new  demands  for  foreign  materials,  to 
be  so  employed.  The,  merchants,  alone,  can  im- 
port those  materials,  and  they  must  be  imported 
in  their  ships.  This  facilitates  remittances, 
which,  in  many  trades,  are  difilcult  and  onpro- 
fitable. 

The  greatest  drain  of  their  coin  and  boUion 
which  the  United  States  sustain,  is  in  the  remit- 
tances for  manufactures  to  foreign  countries.  By 
our  own  manufactures  we  diminished  this  draia 
in  part,  and  they  already  furnish  us  with  substi- 
tutes for  remitunces  in  the  precious  meuls,  in  a 
further  pan,  by  enabling  us  to  send  abroad 
wrought  ffoods,  to  the  value  of  three  millions  of 
dollars.  Everything;  that  facilitates  the  retention 
of  our  coin  and  bullion,  is  considered  as  farora- 
ble  to  the  merchants  and  to  our  commercial  or 
banking  institutions  and  operations.  A  balance 
of  trade  in  favor  of  the  country  is  an  advantage 
to  the  mercantile  body,  and,  by  our  manufactures, 
we  shall  brinff.more  nations  in  debt  to  us,  than 
we  formerly  did.  So  far  as  we  export  manufac- 
tures we  now  contribute  to  that  end. 

Manufactures,  to  a  considerable  amount,  such 
as  malt  and  distilled  liquors,  loaf  sugar,  cheese, 
candles,  and  soap,  are  consumed  among  tne  stores 
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ef  seemen  aod  passengers.  Manafacturers  who 
eome  to  the  United  States,  pay  to  our  merchants 
passage  money  for  themselves  and  their  families, 
and  freight  money  for  their  fottire  and  other  per- 
sonal property,  imported  in  oor  ressels. 

The  commerce  among  the  several  States  in 
the  American  Union,  in  the  raw  materials,  man- 
ufactures, and  provisions  of  our  country,  is  a 
branch  or  trade  more  certain  than  any  other.  It 
does  not  depend  upon  foreign  laws.  Remote 
foreign  markets  are  less  accessible  in  war.  The 
commerce  among  the  States,  always  interesting, 
derives  the  utmost  additional  importance  from 
the  recent  deportment  of  too  many  of  the  naval 
Powers.  It  is  an  evident  and  important  fact, 
that  this  mutual  and  increasing  exchange  of  raw 
productions,  fuel,  and  provisions,  for  finished 
manufactures,  between  the  produciojr  and  manu- 
facturing States,  has  become  a  decisive  consid- 
eration for  the  contiuance  of  the  Federal  Uoion — 
a  connexion  viral  to  the  general  commerce  of  the 
American  People.  The  manifest  difficulty  of 
securing  justice  in  commercial  affairs,  even  by 
the  whole  of  the  United  States,  affords  conclu- 
sive evidence  that  any  two  possible  sections,  into 
which  they  might  be  cut,  would  fail  to  maintain 
the  standing  of  a  trading  nation. 

Hie  FUheriea.'-The  benefits  to  the  fisheries  of 
the  United  States,  resulting  from  mannikctures, 
are  considerable,  stable,  and  increasing. 

Our  manufactures  near  the  seacoast  consume 
irery  large  quantities  of  dried  and  pickled  fish. 
They  employ,  in  their  manufactures,. the  bead 
matter  of  the  whale  to  make  the  superior  oil. 
Thia  will  not  coagulate,  and  it  is  fit  for  use  in 
liffhthouses  and  lamps,  in  cold  and  wet  situations. 
yiom  its  purity,  it  is  adapted  to  the  consumption 
of  good  and  well  furnished  houses.  The  resid- 
nam  of  the  same  material  is  used  for  making 
apermaoefi  candles. 

The  umbrella  makers,  manuAicturers  of  whips, 
fishing  tackle,  stay  makers,  dbc.,  employ  the 
Whale  fins  or  whalebone,  the  little  cuttings  and 
e^ips  of  which  have  been  applied  to  making 
patent  brushes,  composed  of  split  bone,  hi  lieu  of 
strong  hair. 

The  coarser  oils  are  used  in  lamps,  in  many  of 
tbe  work  shops,  and  in  the  dressing  of  leather ; 
and,  in  short,  as  the  manufacturers  of  the  world, 
at  home  and  abroad,  use  nearly  all  the  piscatory 
articles,  in  some  one  form  or  another,  so  those  of 
the  United  States  have  long  used  some,  and  have 
increased  in  the  use  of  others;  and  since  foreign 
laws  burden  those  articles  with  ruinous  duties,  it 
is  eertain  that  our  manufacturers'  purchases  may 
be  hereafter  relied  on  as  a  great  and  sure  support 
to  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States. 

In  all  those  particulars  in  which  manufactures 
aopport  and  assist  navigation,  they  benefit  the 
fisneries ;  for,  ships  and  other  vessels,  and  boats 
of  erery  size  and  description,  are  employed  in 
the  fisheries,  armed  and  unarmed ;  and  as  manu* 
factures  have  strong  and  beneficial  effects  upon 
the  coasting  trade,  and  all  our  fishing  vessels,  ex- 
cept the  large  whalers,  are  adapted  to,  and  actu- 
ally partake  in,  that  great  and  sura  branch  of  the 


domestic  trade^  it  is  a  verv  important  fact,  that 
the  manufactures  of  the  United  States,  in  (hat 
respect,  greatly  benefit  the  numerous  owners  of 
fishing  vessels.  Too  small  for  most  voyages  to 
other  countries,  and  excluded  by  foreign  naviga- 
tion laws  from  many  adjacent  ports,  the  transpor- 
tation, for  our  manufacturers,  of  raw  materials, 
provisions,  fuel,  building  materials,  and  manu- 
factured goods,  become  to  them  a  very  necessary 
support,  whenever  they  are  disappointed  in  taking 
fish.  The  fishing  season  is  but  a  portion  of  the 
year.  Out  of  that  season,  the  coasting  trade  af- 
fords convenient  employment  to  fishing  vessels. 

The  manufacture  of  salt  is  a  very  considerable 
aid  to  the  fisheries.  If  the  temperature  of  the 
climates,  in  which  lie  the  best  salt  ponds  of  Bti- 
rope,  be  proved  (by  the  growth  of  the  sweet  or- 
ange tree)  to  be  the  same  as  those  of  the  Fioridas 
and  Louisiana,  and  if  it  be  recollected  that  the 
belt  French  European  salt  is  made  without  fuel, 
and  by  the  natural  evaporation  by  the  sun,  in  a 
temperature  corresponding  with  that  of  the  Ac- 
comac  coast  of  Virginia,  the  beneficial  effects  of 
this  manufacture  may  be  deemed  permanent  and 
increasing.  The  fairest  and  purest  marine  salt 
of  France  is  made  on  the  Isle  of  Rh6,  in  north 
latitude  46  di^ees  and  16  minutes.  It  is  made 
by  the  sun  as  mr  North  as  Bonrneuf.  Croisac,  and 
Quesrande,  in  ancient  Brittany,  ana  the  latitude 
of  47  degrees. 

All  the  peculiar  tackle  and  instruments  of  the 
fisheries  are  well  manufactured  in  the  United 
States,  and  the  fishermen  themselves,  at  leisure 
times,  make  a  number  of  them,  by  which  many 
of  the  benefiu  of  domestic  or  nousehold  ownii- 
factures  are  realized.  This  remark  also  applies 
to  the  manufacture  of  a  great  part  of  the  oil. 
The  packing  of  a  cask  of  fish,  and  the  making  of 
the  cask  and  of  the  pickle,  add  as  much  per  cen- 
tam  to  the  .  value  of  the  fish,  as  the  corresponds 
ing  operations  add  to  the  value  of  several  raw 
materials;  some  of  the  European  economical 
writers,  therefore,  class  salted  and  pickled  meats 
and  fish  among  their  manufactures. 

From  a  review  of  these  facts,  not  only  the  pe- 
cfdiar  benefits  rendered  bv  the  manufacturers  to 
the  fisheries  are  evinced,  but,  it  is  apparent  that 
the  operations  of  the  fishermen  partake  strongly 
of  the  maaufactnring  character. 

Defenee.-^lt  has  been  considered  as  proper  to 
submit,  under  a  separate  and  distinct  bead,  anoth- 
er class  of  facu,  relating  to  such  manufactures  as 
are  oseful  or  necessary  to  the  defoace  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

It  has  occasionally  been  deemed  expedient  to 
restrain  the  exportation  of  those  manufactures 
which  are  requisite  for  war.  From  this  consid- 
eration, and  from  obvious  policy,  the  Federal  and 
State  Qovernments  are  conceived  to  have  wisely 

Eartaken,  even  in  the  manufactories  of  such  war- 
ke  goods,  and  to  have  encouraged  them,  by  high 
duties  and  br  advances  in  specie,  or  in  raw  ma- 
terials. Difficulties  arising  from  a  want  of  capi- 
tal, are  thus  surraonated,  in  cases  wherein  the 
public  purchases  are  often  the  principal,  and  al- 
ways very  considerable. 
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Tlie  jin|M>rtt0t  modern  operation  of  oastio^  of 
oaoDOO,  withoiH  a  calibre,  and  boring  tbem  out 
of  tbe  solid  iroD,  for  the  reeeptioQ  of  the  ball  hi 
]«rater  machiaery,  was  first  performed  at  the  pol^ 
lie  expense  ia  the  United  States.  Several  armo^ 
nes.  for  small  fire  arms  and  swords,  have  been 
established  by  the  States  and  by  the  Union. 
Contracts,  with  advances  of  money,  not  only  for 
leaking  arms  and  other  military  manufactures, 
but  lor  importations  of  the  proper  raw  materials, 
iukve  been  repeatedly  made,  and  to  a  large  amount, 
upon  security.  Adversary  belligerents  have  for- 
.Mdan  or  prevented  the  exportation  of  warlike 
iMuiufactures  to  the  United  States,  during  our 
4ate  neutrality^  Indian  wars,  occasions  of  ap- 
.pareni  danger  from  abroad,  and  the  eomm^rcial 
demands  on  this  country  for  military  supplies  for 
various  foreign  places,  within  tbe  last  twenty 
.yeara,  have  caused  very  considerable  attention  to 
Ihe  repair  and  manufacture  of  arms,  and  to  making 
^stablishm^ts  for  these  and  other  instruments 
mad  munitions  of  war  in  the  United  States.  It 
may  be  safely  affirmed  that  there  is  uo  irremov- 
able obstacle  to  the  manufactnre  of  every  species 
•f  arms,  and  almost  every  supply  of  war,  of  good 
^alities,  and  in  sufficient  quanuties.  A  well  de- 
vised system  of  inspection  exists  in  some  branch- 
es of  manafactuie,  under  several  of  the  State 
Governments,  and  such  a  system,  as  to  military 
supplies,  haii  been  proved  to  be  indispensably  ne- 
cessary, by  the  experience  of  the  Union  and  of 
the  States,  on  many  occasions,  during  the  greater 
par4  of  the  last  twenty  years.  But,  whatever  has 
been  the  amelioration  of  this  important  operation, 
wiUiin  two  or  three  years,  the  ordinary  commerce 
mnd  exportation  of  arms,  without  inspection,  is 
yet  practicable,  wiiile  the  trade  in  flonr,  wet  pro- 
visions, lumber,  pota^es,  and  other  goods,  in  sev- 
eral of  the  States,  has  been  wisely  placed  under 
«  very  strict  and  salotary  regimen  of  inspectioii. 

Since  various  foreign  nations  have  obstructed 
mililary  supplies,  which  we  have  endeavored  to 
procure  from  their  ports,  and  since  the  present 
war  has  imparted  the  contraband  character  to  all 
^k  things,  the  importance  of  the  manufiictures 
or  that  description  to  the  defence  of  the  ooun- 
Uy,  particularly  at  this  time,  is  v«ry  great  and 
BfeftBilest.* 

The  possession  of  iron,  lead^  saltpetre,  charcoal, 
wood  for  ships  and  vessels,  for  military  carpentry, 
-and  for  every  description  of  thie  wooden  imple^ 
ments  of  war,  and  the  constant  supplies  of  for- 
e%n  raw  materials,  for  warlike  manufactures, 
enable  the  United  States  to  make  the  necessary 
AStahUshments.  Accordingly,  it  appears  that 
cannoA  fbundries,  and  ail  other  military  works 
and  shops,  ace  as  practicable  as  they  are  indis- 
pensable to  the  peace,  the  union,  and  safely  of 
the  country.  The  difiereaoe  in  the  situations  of 
the  United  States,  at  the  respective  commence* 
meats  of  hostilities,  in  the  year  1775.  and  in  the 
year  1812,  is  greater,  in  respect  to  the  various 
manufactures  necessary  to  defence,  than  it  i%  in 
sespect  to  any  other  maUer  in  the  whole  circle 
of  its  naliofial  industry.  In  the  times  of  the  Pro- 
vinces, the  public  defence  was  under  the  cai« 


and  control  of  an  external  and  distsint  nationai 
Government,  which  preferred  to  dr^w  the  public 
supplies  from  the  ovinufactures  of  the  metro- 
Mlitan  State,  adjacent  to  its  Court  and  offices^ 
But  now,  the  all-important  principle  of  internal 
resource,  well  understood,  and  the  present  state 
of  American  industry,  occasion  a  course  diame- 
trically opposite  to  be  maintained  by  the  Union, 
the  States,  m9py  associations,  and  9umerous 
individuals. 

Labor'0aving  Machinery  and  CoiUm^ — It  is  a 
fact,  in  the  history  of  the  manuiactures  9f  the 
United  States,  that,  in  some  very  important  in- 
stances, the  knowledge  or  acquisition  of  the 
means  of  manufacturing  has.  occasioned  excite 
ments  and  exertions  of  the  cultivators  to  produce 
the  raw  materials.  In  this  complex  business, 
success  in  one  portion  of  the  means  has  quickened 
the  exertions  to  procure  the  remainder.  In  t\yi 
year  17B6, 1  became  wall  acquainted  wi^h  the 
fact,  that  labor-saving  spinning  machinery  w«i 
in  considerable  use  in  Great  Britain.  It  was  uo- 
derstood  that  it  was  applicable,  at  that  tin^  poijr 
to  the  cardiog  a^d  spinning  0/  cctton,  which  we 
constantly  imported  from  (preign  countries.  la 
the  course  of  the  following  Autumn  and  Winter, 
repeated  examinatiOps  and  considerations  of  this 
subject  occasioned  very  high  expectationsi  from 
a  few  well  authenticated  facts  in  relation  to  the 
production  of  the  cotton  raw  material  in  gardens 
and  other  small  pieces  of  land,  as  far  north  as 
the  latitude  of  thirty-eight  degrees  and  forty ':fivf 
minutes,*  and  in  some  other  places  on  the  rivers 
of  th#  Chesapeake  bay.  It  w«u(  inferred,  that,  «,s 
the  shrub  or  tree  grew  in  that  ocntriU  degree, 
in  our  country,  all  the  extensive  region  south  of 
thirty-nine  was  capacle  of  producing  cotton» 
which  is  found  not  ofnly  in  climates  hotter  tji%ji 
the  warmest  of  those  of  North  America,  but  in 
the  torrid  zone.  It  was  therefore  coji&lently 
presumed,  that  the  cotton  spinning  mill  mffit 
he  brought  into  yerv  beneficial  use  in  the  United 
States.  The  production  of  cotton  in  the  old  sfl- 
tlements  of  Virginia,  was  carefully  ei^mined,  jls 
a  test  of  this  opinion,  and  oj^rtunitiiv  oficrfid 
to  make  it  in  a  manner  commanding  entire  con- 
fidence. After  the  more  exact  inloninatim  of 
the  existence  and  operations  of  the  labar-s^ving 
cotton  machinery,  in  Europe,  had  led  to  tbib  d«a 
refleetiop  on  the  importance  of  the  vastoapacitj 
of  this  country  to  produce  the  proper  raw  UMtm- 
rial,  the  most  efectual  measures  were  actively 
pursued  to  excjte  theattentionjof  the  whole  eon- 
m unity,  and  particularly  of  the  planiers  of  tb/t 
five  original  Southern  states.  But,  through  our 
capacity  to  produce  cotton  was  so  grefU,its  we  mt 
this  time  know  irto  haict  ^Wfiys  been,  thwigh 
labor-saving  machinery  was  Meeting  wonders 
in  Great  Britain,  aad  though  common  cotton 
was  then  worth,  in  the  United  States,  forty-foor 
cents  per  pound,  owing  to  foreign  trade  law9, 
and  though  it  was  at  a  high  price  in  many  imns 
of  Europe,  several  years  elapsed  before  someieat 
attention  to  the  culture  could  be  excited,  ev«ii 
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\/j  the  ntrni«)R>d8  pobTt^atlotis  which  we^  inces- 
diantly  made. 

At  length,  however,  the  proper  consideration  of 
this  great  natural  capacity  of  the  Southern  States, 
and  oflhe  peculiar  value  of  labor-savrng  machine- 
ry to  a  nation  of  moderate  numbers,  dwelling  in 
a  country  of  redundant  soil,  with  the  all-import- 
ant discovery  of  the  saw-gin,  has  occasioned  our 
^cultivators  to  produce  the  requisite  cotton.  These 
two  machines  for  cleaning  cotton,  in  America,  and 
f>r  spinning  it,  abroad  and  at  home,  with  the  or- 
dinary modes  of  household  manufacture,  have 
drawn  the  planters  into  an  enriching  revolution 
In  the  SoutDern  agriculture. 

The  principle  of  labor-saving  means  of  nian- 
ofacture  beiti^  thus  brought  into  consideration 
and  practice,  in  the  case  of  machinery ;  and  la- 
bor-saving processes,  sucb  as  the  brewery,  distlt- 
hty,  and  tannery,  being  drawn  into  similar  iro- 
tice,  a  new  and  very  beneficial  career  in  the  na- 
tional industry  has  been  commenced  by  the  United 
States.  Gardifrdand  combed  wool,  flax,  and  hemp, 
biive  been  subs^c^uently  subjectea  to  manufactur- 
ing machinery,  adapted  to  their  respective  forms 
and  natures,  we  have  been  taught  that  thirty 
thousand  pieces  of  metal  have  been  coio^  and 
bunted  in  England,  in  a  single  hour,  by  a  steam 
engine,  adapted  to  mechanism,  capable  of  appli- 
cation to  the  button  manbAiqtory,  and  toother 
branches  susceptible  of  such  operations.  Sev- 
eral nail  making  machines  of  curious  facility 
and  great  utility,  have  beeu  invented  in  the  Uni* 
tefd  States.  Oertatn  skins,  formerly  half  expend- 
ed in  ofial  parings,  or  remaining  of  an  useless 
thickness^  have  been  split,  by  an  American  in- 
vention, into  two  equal  and  useful  parts.  The 
simple  out  tedious  operations  of  the  dip  manu- 
filcture  of  tallow  candles,  have  been  abridged  or 
acceletated  by  a  labor-saving  wheel.  The  mech- 
anism for  ^eam  has  undergone  a  variety  of  new 
and  curious  modifications  in  this  country,  greatly 
extending  the  uses  of  that  vast  and  omnipresent 
power,  in  modes  directly  or  Indirectly  subservi- 
ent to  manufactures.  An  improvement  in  the 
construction  of  draught  casks  nas  been  invented, 
to  obviate  the  great  expense  of  bottling  male  ana 
bther  fermented  liquors.  A  simple,  cheap,  and 
rapid  chemical  process  has  been  discovered  Xo 
extract  the  ill-flavored  empyreumatic  oil  from 
distilled  spirits.  Since  the  confirmation  of  the 
^settlements  in  this  country,  hydraulics,  geometry, 
chemistry,  and  all  the  arts  and  sciences,  have 
been  renaered  very  extensively  subservient  to 
ftfanufkctures  and  the  useful  arts.  Deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  peculiar  value  to  them  of  these 
iDbdern  aids  and  means,  tbe  people  of  the  United 
States  seek  the  establishment  ofmanufactures  by 
every  variety  of  ingenious  mechanism,  process, 
and  device,  wbich,  while  they  save  time  and  la- 
bor, manifestly  exempt  them  from  tbe  deleterious 
modes  of  the  old  manufacturing  system.  If.  in 
other  countries,  and  in  former  times,  various  clas- 
ses of  morbid  and  decrepit  persons  were  produced 
by  the  ancient  method  of  making  goods  only  by 
human  hands,  and  the  citizens  of  America  shaa 
continue  to  pursue,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power, 


theu^e  of  Water,  siei|m,  horses,  <^attle,  maohinerfi 
dexterity,  and  various  modern  processes  and  de- 
vices, to  efiect  the  same  beneficial  ends,  they  Will 
prevent  the  creation  and  existence  of  those  sickly 
and  deformed  classes  of  people  in  this  country. 
Women,  relieved  in  a  considerable  degree  from 
their  former  employments  as  Carders,  spinnera^ 
and  fullers,  by  hand,  occasionally  turn  to  tbe  oc*' 
cupations  of  the  weaver,  with  improved  machine- 
ry, and  instruments,  which  abridge  and  lioften  thef 
labor,  while  the  male  weavers  employ  themselve* 
in  superintendence,  instruction,  superior  or  other 
operations,  and  promote  their  health  by  occa* 
sional  attentions  to  gardening,  agriculture^  and 
the  clearing  and  improvement  of  tbeir  farmsw 
The  lapse  of  a  few  years  will  release  from  th« 
restraint  of  the  patent,  the  iron  bound  shoe,  ^tha 
rights  to  make  which  are  much  difi'used,)  wneii 
the  sedentary  labors  of  the  journeymen  will  b« 
greatly  relieved.  The  dangerous  services  of  thet 
sedentary  writer's  desk,  have  been  lefetseiied  by 
the  printing,  copperplate,  and  copying-presses, 
and  several  nentagraphic  and  other  graphic  in- 
ventions. Nfany  of  the  uses  of  the  labors  of  tbtf 
statuary  and  the  painter  have  been  attained  bf 
the  multiplied  portraits  and  scenic  representa- 
tions  of  the  various  classes  of  engravers.  The 
auxiliary  part  of  the  making  of  men's  apparel,  ia 
extensively  performed  br  th^  aid  of  Miial^ 
formed  by  nature  and  habit  tbx  sedefntary  occu- 
pations, dbme  bVandhe^  of  ttitmuliicltire  unfa- 
vorable to  he'afth,  are  nffsuitable  to  as,  attd  will 
be  long  unknown  in  dur  country,  and  other 
branches,  formerly  of  the^ame  lit  tendency,  have 
been  e^mpted  fVom  their  pernicious  effeeti  by 
the  employment  of  mills  and  the  improvemenii 
in  the  operations,  and  in  the  construction  of  btl»-  * 
oratories.  It  is  a  manifest  truth,  that,  besidea  the 
proper  personal  powers,  industry,  and  skill,  of  the 
United  States,  we  have  attained  by  water,  steanii 
cattle,  labor-saving  machinery,  and  ehemistryi 
the  means  to  effect,  with  an  exactness  and  promp* 
titude  beyond  the  reach  of  manual  power  and 
skill,  a  great  variety  and  number  of  manufacturing 
operations.  Tbese  wonderful  machines,  working 
as  if  they  were  animated  beings,  endowed  with' 
all  the  talents  of  their  inventors,  laboring  whii 
organs  that  never  tire,  and  subject  to  no  expenaa 
bf  food,  or  bed,  or  raiment,  or  dwelling,  may  be 
justly  considered  as  equivalent  to  an  immenlae 
body  of  manufacturing  recruits,  ebl  ed  to  the 
service  of  the  country. 

In  order  to  display  the  present  form  and  nature* 
and,  in  some  d^ree,  the  extent  of  the  arts  ana 
mantifactures  ofthe  United  States,  the  substanee 
of  the  returns  ofthe  marshals  and  their  assittanta 
will  be  presented  in  the  form  of  tables,  in  the  third 
and  fourth  parts  of  this  statement.  In  submitting 
this  body  of  new  evidence,  it  is  necessary  to  etate^ 
that  the  information  it  conuins  is  of  vanona 


*  The  diminution  of  manual  labor  in  Cbeat  Britain^ 
by  means  of  machineiyy  in  the  cotton  biisiness,  was 
estimated,  in  the  year  1808,  at  SOO  to  I.  An  aUa 
writer  and  artist,  (Mr.  John  Duncan  of  0(jMgow,) 
considers  it  to  be  iiiu<^  move. 
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Sites,  in  the  last  five  months  of  the  year  1810,  and 
at  it  relates  to  the  whole  national  (lopulation  of 
that  time,  heing  7,239,903  persons,  of  ooth  sexes, 
9gid  of  all  colors,  ages,  and  conditions.  Though 
many  of  the  officers  and  assistants  have  performed 
this  new  and  difficult  service  with  great  zeal  and 
intelligence,  yet  various  causes  have  concurred  to 
occasion  numerous  and  very  considerable  imper- 
fections and  omissions  in  returns  from  cities, 
towns,  and  villages,  townships,  hundreds,  and 
counties,  and  as  to  valuable  branches  and  arti- 
cles, from  States,  to  be  observable.  In  these  first 
sets  of  tables,  it  has  not  been  thought  best  to  sup- 
ply these  by  estimates,  which  might  be  erroneous 
and  sanguine.  It  was  observed  that  there  were 
some  instances  of  goods  of  a  doubtful  nature,  or 
which  could  not  be  considered  as  manufactured, 
in  so  material  a  degree  as  to  entitle  them  to  be 

£  laced  in  the  class  of  '^  manufactures."  These 
ave  been  separately  exhibited,  but  are  considered 
as  sufficiently  relative  to  the  subject  of  the  state- 
ment to  render  these  imperfect  returns  of  them 
useful  both  to  the  various  departments  of  €h>v- 
emment,  and  to  those  who  are  engaged  or  pro- 
pose to  enter  into  the  manufacturing  business. 


Part  II. 
A  eoUeetion  of  additional  faet§,  tending  to  9kow  the 
practical  foundaiwna^  actual  prcgreast  condition, 
and  cUabMhment  of  the  American  Arte  and  Manr* 
ufaeturea,  and  their  con^texion  with  the  wealth  and 
^  $trength  of  the  Umted  Statee. 
In  the  tables  which  form  the  third  and  fourth 
parts  of  this  statement  is  contained  the  result  of 
thb  first  attempt  of  an  extensive  and  populous 
country^  or  perhaps  of  any  country,  to  ascertain, 
in  detail,  the  facts  which  constitute  and  display 
the  actual  condition  of  its  manufactures.  The 
duty  was  additional  and  secondary  to  the  periodi- 
cal enumeration  of  the  people,  and  required  a 
longer  period  of  time  than  was  allowable  for  such 
an  enumeration,  enjtfined  as  a  basb  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  Constitutional  power.  The  period 
of  the  two  measures  was  not  sufficient  for  cor- 
respondence between  the  superior  and  subordi- 
nate officers,  which  would  have  produced  more 
perfect  details  and  greater  uniformity  and  per- 
spicuity. It  may,  however,  be  affirmed,  that  the 
tables  contain  a  great  number  and  variety  of  clear 
indications  of  the  state  of  the  manufacturing 
branch  of  the  national  industry,  and  a  mass  of 
positive  evidence  upon  the  subject,  in  relation  to 
the  BTastern,  Northern,  Middle,  Southern,  Atlan- 
tic and  Western  sections  or  grand  divisions  of  the 
country,  with  respect  to  the  forms  or  modes  of 
the  manufactures  which  have  grown  up,  the  raw 
materials  upon  which  they  operate,  a  very  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  value  to  which  they  have 
arisen,  very  useful  data  for  the  comparative  value 
of  internal  commerce  or  manufactures,  and  exter- 
nal commerce  or  navigation  and  foreign  trade, 
«nd  much  elucidation  of  the  operations  of  manu- 
facturing industry  upon  the  commercial  and  the 
landed  interest,  and  upon  the  public  safety. 
Frodi  the  official  papers  on  which  the  tables  I 


are  founded,  and  from  many  other  sources,  Bom» 
additional  information,  not  reducible  into  regalac 
columns,  has  been  collected,  which  it  is  now  pro- 
posed to  submit  in  the  form  of  statements,  con- 
cerning several  branches  and  denominations  of 
manufactures,  and  the  connected  machinery.  Ta 
show  the  importation  of  manufactures  in  the  first 
year  of  the  present  Constitution,  the  sul^tance  of' 
the  return  of  that  year  of  ordinary  trade,  will  be 
added.  The  national  population  was  then  nearly 
four  millions  of  persons,  and  the  value  of  foreiga 
manufactures  was  about  fifteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars, Some  of  the  non-enumerated  or  unspeci- 
fied goods  were  certainly  not  manufactures,  bat 
their  value  is  not  considerable,  and  may  be  folly 
allowed  for  by  the  deduction  of  $295,688  98,  whicft 
has  been  made  from  the  amount  of  the  return* 
Distilled  spirits  were  not  included  among  these 
imported  manufactures.  If  our  population  be 
taken  at  seven  millions  and  a  quarter  in  1810^  our 
demand  for  foreign  manufactures  might  be  con- 
temporarily estimated  at  $27,187,500.  But,  oa 
the  one  hand,  importation  has  been  increased  is 
consequence  of  a  freer  consumption,  and  the  bu- 
siness produced  by  increased  wealth  and  other 
circumstances.  On  the  other  hand,  the  consump- 
tion of  foreign  manufactures  has  been  diminishdl 
bv  the  great  increase  of  those  of  the  United  States* 
The  ezportations  of  manufactures,  in  the  year 
1807,  are  afterwards  given,  so  far  as  they  appear 
on  the  face  of  the  general  custom-house  returns^ 
but  it  is  considered  as  a  certain  fact,  that  a  great- 
er value  is  exported  than  appears  from  that  doc- 
ument. 

A  very  great  number  and  variety  of  literary 
productions,  foreign  and  American,  diffuse  the 
knowledge  of  labor-saving  machinery,  processes, 
and  devices,  and  quicken  the  progress  of  manu- 
facturing industry  and  skill.  Those  which  favor 
family  or  household  manufactures  are  peculiarly 
interesting.  It  is  respectfully  suggested,  that  it 
would  repay  the  expense  and  pains,  if  measures 
were  taken,  under  XDOwn  public  authority,  to  as- 
certain and  exhibit,  by  plain  descriptions  or  spe- 
cifications and  engravings,  the  best  set  of  imple- 
ments, instruments,  utensils,  and  machieery,  ex- 
isting in  the  United  States,  to  reader  household 
manufactures  more  and  more  easy,  expeditious, 
convenient,  economical,  and  profitable.  The  fly 
shuttle  is  considered  as  a  very  valuable  inven- 
tion, but,  though  it  has  been  known  in  this  coun- 
try many  years,  more  than  ninety-nine  hun- 
dredths of  our  shuttles  are  not  of  thatdescription» 
The  same  observation  occurs  as  to  spinning  mills, 
mules,  jennies,  d&c.  The  stocking  loom,  though 
so  much  more  rapid  in  its  work  than  the  knitting 
needle,  has  not  been  yet,  by  any  means^  suffici- 
ently extended.  It  is  more  convenient,  in  a  pri- 
vate family^  than  the  smallest  cloth  loom,  or  the 
great  spinning  wheel. 

It  is  necessary  to  observe  that  several  facta,  in 
the  first  part  of  this  statement^  will  be  found  in 
this  second  part.  They  were  given  in  the  former, 
on  the  ground  of  the  general  economjr  and  policy 
of  manufactures,  merely  to  show  their  innuenee 
in  favor  of  agriculture,  commerce,  the  fisheries, 
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and  defonoe.  In  tbe  following  statem«au  they 
are  adduced  io  a  strict  practical  view,  to  mani- 
fest the  state  of  the  respective  branches  of  man- 
ufactures and  of  the  specific  meaos  of  their  eze- 
eulion. 

Cott(m. — This  raw  material  beiog  the  only  re- 
dundant ooe  produced  in  the  United  States,  adapt- 
ed to  the  manuiaoture  of  cloths  for  apparel  and 
furniture,  and  being  the  most  susceptible  of  labor- 
saving  operations,  the  cotton  branch  will,  proba- 
bly, become,  very  soon,  the  most  considerable  of 
our  manufactures.  It  is  adapted  to  all  seasons, 
in  its  various  forms,  and  to  a  irreater  variety  of 
uses  than  any  other  cloth  or  stuC  While  sheep's 
wool  continues  to  be  much  more  wanted,  cotton 
wool  will  be  proportionably  used  as  a  substitute 
for  it  in  blankets,  cordurojs,  velvets,  and  the 
chain  or  warp  of  goods,  with  woollen  woof  or 
filling.  Cotton  goods  can  be  printed — an  ope- 
ration seldom  performed  on  woollens  or  silks — 
never  on  hempen  goods.  They  are  substitutes 
for  worsteds  or  stuffs  of  combed  wool,  and  for 
silks,  which  are  made  of  raw  materials,  not  yet 
considerable  in  the  United  States.  The  cottod 
raising  States  are  the  most  numerous  employ- 
ers of  family  looms.  Improvements  in  the  house- 
hold cardingmachinery,spinning  machinery,  loom 
and  shuttle,  and  in  family  bleaching  and  dying, 
jure  producing  new  and  great  facilities,  savings, 
and  profits,  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods  by 
the  /armers  and  planters.  The  cotton  cloths,  for 
various  uses,  manufactured  in  the  United  States, 
exceeded  in  measurement,  in  the  year  1810,  all 
the  other  cloths,  that  is,  all  the  cloths  of  flax,  hemp, 
wool,  and  silk;  and  the  progress  of  the  cotton 
branch  is  greater  than  any  other,  and,  indeed, 
greater  that  that  of  all  the  others.  Capitalists  C4  n 
most  easily  extend  themseles  in  the  cotton  manu- 
facture, because  the  material  is  abundant,  and  ca- 
pable of  being  conveniently  and  promptly  increa- 
sed. The  United  States  have  some  palpable  and 
great  advanuges,  over  their  foreign  rivals,  in  the 
cotton  branch.  Those  of  Europe  depend  upon 
foreign  agriculture  for  the  raw  material,  for  the 
indigo  dycj  and,  in  a  considerable  degree,  for  their 
bread  stuff.  Those  in  the  East  Indies  will  not  be 
allowed,  or  be  able,  to  use  labor-saving  machinery. 
Improvements  in  the  looms,  and  other  things,  are 
opposed  by  force  in  Europe.  The  expenses,  posts, 
and  charges  of  transporting  cotton  from  the  farms 
and  plantations,  even  near  the  coasts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  tne  manufactories  of  Manchester, 
Glasgow,  and  Rouen,  and  the  same  charges  upon 
the  manufactured  goods  from  Manchester,  Qlas- 
(ow,  and  Rouen,  to  the  houses  of  the  planters  and 
farmers  in  America,  are  equal  to  fifty  per  cent, 
upon  the  European  costs  of  the  finer,  and  seventy 
p^r  cent,  upon  the  coarse,  heavy,  and  bulky  gQods 
of  those  ffreat  manufacturing  towns.  Every  per- 
son capable  of  working  in  manufactories  of  wool- 
len, linen,  hempen,  and  silken  cloths,  can  become, 
in  less  than  a  weex,  a  good  cotton  manufacturer. 
The  cotton  branch,  in  the  United  States,  is  the 
great  resort  of  all  unemployed  cloth  manufac- 
turers, and  there  is  here  no  impediment  to  a  per- 
son's changing  his  trade  or  employment,  or  place 


of  business.  Every  man  and  woman  in  America, 
uncharged  with  crime,  is  free  of  every  city,  town* 
borough,  village,  hamlet,  township,  hundred,  ana 
county,  and  enjoys  the, freedom  of  every  occupa- 
tion, trade,  and  calling.  The  chief  American 
bark  and  other  dyes,  and  particularly  the  costless 
dye,  called  the  iron  liquor,  made  by  covering  use- 
less fragments  of  that  metal  with  vinej[ar  or  the 
pyroligneous  acid,  are  convenient  coloring  for  cot- 
ton yarn  and  cloths.  A  great  desideratum  in  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  is  a  method  of  giving 
it  a  true  scarlet  dye,  which  no  art  has,  hiuierto, 
been  able  to  fix  in  goods  made  of  this  raw  mate- 
rial. It  has  been,  for  many  years,  the  subject  of 
an  offer  of  a  very  considerable  premium  in  Ed- 
rope.  The  Americans  make  good  red  cotton  for 
the  weaver^  superior  to  Turkey  yarn. 

In  consequence  of  numerous  and  particular  in- 
quiries and  communications,  in  and  from  all 
parts  of  the  United  States,  it  satisfactorily  appears 
that  the  skill,  the  means,  and  the  scale  of  the  year 
1810,  in  the  cotton  manufacture,  have  been  rtty 
greatly  improved  and  extended,  and  that  the  capi- 
tal, machinery,  and  establishments,  have  been  very 
much  enlar|^ed  and  multiplied.  The  cotton  blan- 
ket, which  IS  a  luxury  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
is  a  matter  of  great  economy  in  the  United  States. 
It  is  an  excellent  covering.  The  double  twilled^ 
co|tton  cloth,  for  apparel  and  furniture,  begins  %o 
rival  the  immense  invoices  of  foreign  ticklenbergs 
and  other  stout  linens.  'Similar  facts  occur  in  a 
variety  of  other  instances.  Heavy  cotton  goods 
cannot  be  imported  without  a  loss.  Fancy  goods 
offer  the  greatest  profits,  and,  in  many  instances, 
are  easy  of  imitation.  In  household  manufac- 
tures, as  soon  as  it  happens  that  the  stock  of  flax 
and  wool  is  exhausted,  the  industry  of  very  great 
nunibers  of  families  of  the  Middle,  Northern,  and 
Eastern  States,  is  applied  to  our  redundant  cotton, 
which  is  everywhere  for  sale,  and  pays  no  im- 
port duty  or  excise.  Every  additional  working 
hour,  in  a  day  thus  employed,  is  an  addition  of 
one  twelfth  part  to  the  domestic  manufactures  of 
the  country.  It  is  highly  beneficial  to  possess  an 
unlimited  raw  material,  which,  at  once,  invites 
and  impels  to  sober,  steady  industry,  and  facili- 
tates its  operations.  One'  natural  effect  is,  to 
render  every  industrious  female  an  artisan,  when- 
ever her  household  duties  do  not  require  her 
time.  The  general  practice  of  manufacturing 
cotton  in  families,  not  resident  in  the  cotton 
raising  district,  prepares  those  families,  by  their 
habits  of  industry  and  their  skill,  for  that  exten- 
sion in  the  woollen  manufacture  which  the  rapid 
multiplication  of  sheep  must  very  soon  occasion* 

A  large  quantity  of^  cotton  is  used  as  chain  or 
warp,  with  woollen  woof  or  filling,  and  it  is  used 
as  woof  or  filling  for  goods  with  flaxen  or  hempen 
chains  or  warps.  It  has  nearly  superseded  the 
use  of  fifl^  in  the  manufacture  of  hosiery,  and  is, 
sometimes,  mixed  with  wool  in  making  stocking. 
Cotton  is  well  adapted  to  use^  in  stockings,  in 
our  Southern  winters.  It  is  believed  that  it  would 
be  favorable  to  health  if  the  colored  laborers  were 
supplied  with  a  cap  of  thick  undyed  ootton  swan- 
skin, similar,  in  form,  to  the  highland  wooUea 
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•mp  of  NorthrBrhatn.  Fevers,  atkl  morbid  strokes 
of  the  SQD,  would  be  prereoted  by  the  prottetioft 
of  the  head. 

IFoo/.— The  manafacture  which  is  next  in 
>rapid  iroprorement  and  extent  to  ootton,  is  that 
01  wool.  It  is  very  considerably  aided  by  the 
•new  carding  and  spinning  machinery,  by  the  in- 
trodaction  of  the  merino,  Barbary,  and  long- 
wooUed  sheep,  bv  improvements  in  the  breeding 
mnd  tending  or  the  general  flocks  of  the  eoontry, 
by  superior  care  of  the  growing  fleece,  by  the  in- 
erease  of  the  value  of  the  carcass  or  mutton,  by 
the  sorting  of  wool,  by  improveqaents  in  the 
etockiog  and  cloth  loom.*,  bjr  the  acquisition  of 
fhe  fly  shuttle,  and  of  machinery  to  dress  and 
finish  cloths,  by  increased  skill  in  the  workmen, 
and  by  improvements  in  the  arts  and  business  of 
fulling  and  dying,  to  acquire  which,  gVeat  ex- 
ertion and  expense  are  applied. 

The  present  growth  and  production  of  English 
wool  is  suppos^  to  be  most  accurately  estimated 
hy  Mr.  LuceockjOf  Leeds,in  his  late  publication. 
It  is  believed  to  decline.  The  soil  is  insufilcient 
for  the  population.  He  estimates  it  at  ninetv- 
seven  mtllions  of  poundsper  annum.  If  the  whole 
quaBtity  of  the  United  Kingdom  be  taken  at  one 
'  hundred  and  twenty  millions,  and  if  two  third 
parts  be  used  by  the  British  and  Irish  people,  it 
^will  give  eighty  millions  of  pounds  for  sixteen 
millions  of  people,  or  five  pounds  per  head,  whe- 
Iker  infant  or  adult.  This  is  exclusive  of  for- 
eign wool  and  the  increased  cotton  substitutes. 
In  the  same  proportion,  the  United  States,  if  they 
eoBtain  at  this  time  eight  millions  of  persons, 
would  require,  were  our  clitaaates  as  cold,  forty 
millions  of  pounds.  If  it  be  considered  that  half 
OUT  population  lies  to  the  southward  of  Pennsyl- 
mnia,  and  that  their  cotton  is  a  very  convenient 
■nbstitute  for  wool,  it  would  appear  that  forty 
millions  of  pounds  weight  of  sheep's  wool  is  a 
good  supply.  It  is  believed,  from  the  facts  stated 
and  considerations  8U|»ested  on  the  subject  of 
wool,  that  the  supply  of  1812  does  not  fall  short 
of  twenty  to  22.000,000  of  pounds.  Not  only  have 
sheep  been  multiplied,  but  their  fleeces  have  been 
increased  in  weight,  and  much  better  preserved. 
A  very  few  years  must  increase  our  wool  to  forty, 
fifty,  or  sixty  millions  of  pounds,  when  the  ex- 
portation of  woollens  most  take  place;  for  it  is 
not  doubted  that  our  housewives,  manufactures, 
and  machinery,  will  continue  to  make  up  all  the 
wool  our  sheep  will  yield.  The  stocks  of  fine- 
woolled  sheep  in  Spain  and  Portugal  are  unhap- 
^ly  diminished,  neglected,  and  injured,  as  well 
in  the  fleeces  as  in  the  bodies  of  those  animals. 
Our  principal  source  of  European  supply  of  fine 
wool  is  then  reduced  in  quantity  and  quality, 
while  prices  are  advanced.  Our  own  stock  of 
fine  wool  is  therefore  the  more  convenient  and 
beneficial,  and  the  manufactorv  of  it  is  the  more 
highly  encouraged  and  greatly  assisted.  The 
most  strenuous  and  judicious  efforts  to  increase 
the  quantity  and  qualitv  of  our  wool  have  occur- 
red within  the  two  or  three  last  years,  while  our 
adventitious  gains  of  sheep  and  wool  have  been 
ftur  greater  than  in  any  past  time.  Yet,  the  man- 


nftkcturers,  with  their  macbtnery,  bUre  so  in- 
creased  and  extended  as  to  advance  the  prices  of 
wool,  and  eren  to  prodnee  continued  importt- 
tions.  Considerations  of  revenue,  at  least,  have 
occasioned  the  actual  encouragement  of  inereaseA 
duties,  in  the  last  year.  The  sitflplicity  of  the 
prevailing  colors  in  the  woollen  branch,  ior  some 
time,  has  been  favorable  to  the  United  Statea, 
and  continues  to  be  so  in  the  present  state  of  their 
woollen  manufacture.  Scarlet,  purple,  garnet^ 
crimson,  claret,  maroon,  and  pea  green,  are  more 
difficult  to  dye,  ^x^  and  finish;  than  drabs,  bottle 
greens,  grave  mixtures;  and  browns.  Several 
extensions  of  the  woollen  manufacture,  produced 
by  interruptions  from  Europe,  and  by  the  increase 
of  wool,  are  particularly  coorenient  to  this  coun- 
try, because  they  do  not  require  the  aid  of  the 
fuliini^  mills,  and  mtfy  therefore  be  executed  in 
families,  and  by  manufacturers  within  their  own 
working  places.  Flannels, common  woollen  stodp- 
inffs,  and  hats,  are  among  the  goods  contemplated. 
These  are  commodities  of  very  great  consomp 
tion,  add  as  necessary  as  any  other  woollen  goods 
Yor  the  general  population,  and  for  the  supply  of 
the  Army  and  Navy. 

The  spinning  wheel,  the  loom,  and  the  fdUng 
mill,  are  real  aids  to  manual  labor.  The  two 
first  have  been  long  invented.  The  last  is  a  far 
more  recent  discovery.  It  has  been  little  tin* 
proved  since  its  invention.  If  nice  skill  in  using 
the  f^lliog  machinery  is  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance to  the  success  of  the  woollen  branch,  it  n 
very  desirable  to  awaken  the  most  particular  at- 
tention of  the  manufacturers  to  this  operation 
and  mill.  The  fulling  of  hosiery  \%  nrmetised  in 
Pennsylvania,  in  that  description  which  '\%  called 
the  €rerman<otm«^ocXn!n^.  It  particularly  adapts 
them  to  the  comfort  and  trying  service  of  the 
Army.  The  fulling  of  hats  is  yet  a  manual 
labor.  Wool,  and  other  animal  stibBtanees,  are 
capable  of  being  fulled.  Vegetable  substances 
are  not  deemed  capable  of  thut  operation.  The 
improved  carding,  sfiintiing,  and  shearing  ma* 
chines,  the  house-cloth  loom,  and  stockingHcloth 
loom,  are  all  capable  of  saving  labor.  Ujing 
saves  the  domestic  labor  and  expense  of  washing, 
while  it  prevents  all  that  injury  to  the  pleasanv 
ness  and  beauty  of  woollen  cloths,  which  fre- 
quenit  washing  occasions. 

No  branch  of  manufactures  receives  so  great 
an  accession  of  foreign  workmen  as  the  woollen 
branch,  because  the  raw  material  and  mannlke- 
ture  are  universal  in  Europe. 

No  branch  of  the  manufactures  of  the  United 
States  receives  so  great  a  propulsion,  from  out 
immense  landed  capital,  as  the  woollen  branch: 
because  sheep  are  produced  in  every  section  oi 
our  country.  Cotton  has  a  natural  or  climste- 
rial  district,  and  requires  a  very  limited  portion 
of  it.  Wheat  has  a  practical  district.  Hemp  and 
flax  are  limited  in  their  cultivation  by  the  statt 
of  population  ahd  employment.    All  these  re- 

Suire  the  steady  labor  of  many  hands.  But  the 
eld  of  sheep  walks  is  as  extensive  as  our  terri- 
tory, and  sheep  farming  is  universal.  It  most 
become  very  extensive.    They  do,  themselves 
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V  iktieb  towturds  the  6«re  thef  require.  The  qoan* 
tity  of  huad  whieh  wodld  taakitaili  the  greatest 
stock,  beloDfing  to  any  cotintrf  in  Europe,  is  but 
«  minor  fraction  of  our  soti.  Wool,  then,  must 
become  abundant,  and  household  matiufaetures, 
machines,  and  artisans,  insure  the  conversion  of 
it)  as  fast  as  it  will  increase,  into  materials  for 
ajpparel  and  furniture,  and  into  other  merchan- 
dise) for  domestic  and  foreign  trade  atid  con- 
sumption. 

Of  ail  raw  materials,  none  is  capable  of  c6n- 
version  into  manufactures  so  favorable  to  hedlth 
as  wool.  It  is  extensively  and  indispensablv 
liecessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  that  blessing.  A 
great  number  of  persons,  of  both  sexes,  and  of 
all  ages  and  conditions,  require  woollens  for  thefr 
comfort  and  their  safety.  There  is  no  other 
good  material  for  carpets ;  no  other  capable  ma- 
terial for  common  hats  and  winter  stockings;  no 
other  which  preserves,  in  the  human  body,  that 
eoastant,  and  equable,  and  insensible  perspiration, 
the  want  of  which  brings  early  pain,  disease,  and 
death.  No  material  for  cloths,  for  furniture,  and 
apparel,  is  so  safe  as  wool  in  respect  to  fire.  No 
•Dundant  one,  for  these  purposes,  is  so  capable  of 
economical  and  elegant  colorings  or  dyes.  Wool 
receives,  and  better  than  any  other  material  re- 
tains, every  tint,  every  shade  of  color.  The 
goods  of  this  manufacture  are  of  very  great  va- 
riety and  compass,  beginninjr  with  three  shillings 
flterlmg  per  groce  of  yards,  in  the  shape  of  wool- 
len bindings,  and  rising. to  fifteen  dollars  per  yard, 
in  the  form  of  superfine  brdadcloths,  of  the  best 
Peruvian  or  Vieania  wool. 

hxm, — The  red  appearance,  proddced  by  iron, 
in  our  burnt  clay,  in  every  State  and  county. 
proves  that  character  or  quality  of  our  soil.  The 
ore  is  very  abundant  and  widely  diffused.  The 
flstraction  of  the  metal  in  the  best  condition,  the 
eonversion  of  it  into  steel,  and  the  manufacture 
of  it  into  all  the  necessaries  and  conveniencies 
belonging  to  this  extensive  and  useful  branch,  are 
fooilitated  by  the  omnipresence  of  wood,  and, 
conseqoevtly,  of  charcoal,  and  by  rich  and  nnme- 
rons  veins  of  fossil  coal,  appearing,  in  many 
places,  on  the  surface  of  the  earth.  These  are 
present  magazines,  and  uncommonly  strong 
armptoms  of  immense  latent  treasures  of  that 
fael.  The  manufacturers  of  iron  wares  loudly 
eall  on  the  owners  of  mines  of  that  metal  to 
<^n  more  of  them,  and  to  work  the  whole  upon 
a  far  greater  scale.  Machinery,  to  work  up  pig 
iron,  has  been  wonderfully  invented,  extended, 
divenified,  and  multiplied,  in  this  country,  since 
the  impediments,  from  the  year  1750,  from  exter- 
nal legislation,  ceased  to  exist.  Every  year  en- 
larges and  diversifies  the  iron  and  steel  manufac-' 
tares.  They  are  much  too  numerdus  for  a  de- 
tailed statement.  Castings  have  been  made  in 
yery  increased  quantities.  Those  for  the  use  of 
manufiActuring  machinery  alone  have  been  com- 
puted at  one  thousand  tons  per  annum.  The 
eommon  blacksmiths'  work,  though  of  necessity 
v«ry  imperfectly  given  in  the  tables,  is  a  branch  of 
manufacture  ot  great  amount,  ana  is  performed 
itt  every  section  of  the  United  States,  however 


ajgricultural,  and  however  peopled.  The  im- 
provement of  the  system  and  tools  of  the^ 
workmen,  and,  particularly,  the  introduction  of 
labor-saving  machinery  into  their  shops,  would 
be  a  very  substantial  benefit  to  tbem  and  to  the 
cotfntry.  The  blacksmiths'  shops  are,  in  efiect, 
primary  schools  of  the  arts.  The  cut-nail  ma^* 
chinery  has  been  very  beneficially  introduced 
into  some  of  these  shops,  near  to  the  iron  fur- 
naces, insuring  the  profitable  employment  of  aA 
the  time  not  otherwise  occupied.  It  is  like  the 
two  spinning  wheels  and  the  lobm  among  the 
women  in  private  families.  The  greatest  nail- 
making  State  produces  at  the  rate  of  nine  poudds 
of  nails  for  each  person  in  the  State ;  which  is  at 
the  rate  of  silty-five  millions  of  pounds  for  the 
whole  white  population  of  the  iJnited  States, 
were  equal  attention  paid  to  this  gainful  econo- 
my of  time  and  labor.  There  are  many  black- 
smiths and  nail-makers  among  the  people  of  Afri- 
can birth  and  descent. 

There  being,  in  effect,  no  limit  to  our  fund  of 
charcoal,  the  extraction  of  pig  metal  from  froti 
ore,  the  refining  of  troh  by  the  second  process,  a^ 
also  by  the  forge  hammer,  and  other  modes  of 
compression,  and  the  formation  of  it  into  manu- 
factures, by  all  the  operations  which  reqdire  it  to 
be  heated  to  the  malleable  decree,  are,  therefore, 
performed  without  any  of  the  injuries  to  the 
n>etal,  arising  from  fossil  coal,  and  with  all  the 
benefits  resulting  from  carbonic  fuel.  As  the 
extent  of  our  territory  Insures  a  very  great  dura- 
tion to  our  stock  of  charcoal,  by  mere  natural 
reproduction,  and  generally  withotit  the  labor 
and  expense  of  plantations,  our  irob  manufac- 
tures must  be  very  ^ood,  permanent,  and  hijg^hly 
beneficial.  There  are  great  quantities  of  iron 
adjacent  to  forests,  which  continue  to  impede  the 
cultiration  of  the  richest  soils.  Practice,  the 
sciences,  sind  imported  aid  and  skill,  add  yearly 
to  the  degree  of  ability  we  possess  in  the  iron 
branch.  The  rolling  and  slitting  mills,  the  nail 
mill,  the  tilt  hammer,  the  grinding  and  poiishinz 
mill,  the  wire  mill,  and  all  the  great  variety  of 
iron  works,  except  the  common  furnace  and  forge, 
were  assumed  to  be  prohibited  by  the  act  of  the 
British  Parliament  of  the  year  1750,  restraining 
the  manufacture  of  iron  beyond  the  pig  and  the 
bar.  The  irdn  and  steel  manufactures  of  Qreat 
Britain  were  raised  in  1785  to  the  value  of  fifty 
millions  of  dollars.  The  United  States  formerly 
exported  much  iron,  but  they  now  import  a  far 
greater  quantity  in  bars,  and  some  rolled  and 
slit.  The  returns  of  the  quantity  of  iron  manu- 
factured are  very  Imperfect,  yet  much  is  exhib- 
ited on  the  face  of  those  documents.  This  branch 
has  been  very  fruitful  in  inventions  and  labor- 
saving  devices,  both  at  home  and  abroad.  In 
the  moments  when  we  feared  difficulty  and  in- 
jury for  the  want  of  certain  necessary  things,  the 
manufacture  has  been  suddenly  attained  and  es- 
tablished. This  is  remarkably  the  case  as  to 
■  common  steel,  iron  Wire,  and  eig<^  tools,  the  man- 
ufactures of  all  which  have  been  greatly  advanced 
since  1810.  The  variety  of  iron  goods  returned 
by  some  of  the  States  and  counties,  proves,  to  all 
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who  are  acqaainted  with  this  country,  that  great 
quaotities  aod  values  of  the  same  kinds  of  goods 
are  omitted  in  the  returns  from  other  States  and 
counties.  The  improvement  and  extension  of 
the  cast-iron  manufactures,  including  cannon, 
cast  solidly,  with  a  spruce  nead,  and  bored  out, 
have  been  very  great.  The  saving  of  the  labor 
of  the  manual  hammer,  which  is  a  chief  benefit 
of  small  citings,  and  of  the  tilt  and  trip-hann- 
mers,  have  given  extraordinary  activity  to  this 
branch  of  the  iron  manufactory. 

The  course  of  thinss  is  very. strikingly  altered 
with  respect  to  both  the  commerce  and  manufac- 
ture of  iron.  The  iron  branch  is  more  extensive 
and  perfect  in  Great  Britain  than  in  any  other 
country.  It  is  worthy  of  note,  therefore,  that 
considerable  Quantities  of  iron  and  steel  are  im- 
ported, even  from  that  country,  into  the  United 
States,  proving  our  capacity  to  manufacture  iron 
goods.  The  duty  alone  prevents  much  more 
considerable  importations  of  British  iron.  The 
English  iron  manufactures  were  very  extensive 
in  1783.  But  in  each  of  the  five  years  preceding 
1800,  they  imported,  on  an  average,  41,000  tons 
of  bar  iron.  Many  British  worlmen  of  their 
furnaces  and  forges  have  migrated  to  the  States 
on  the  Baltic,  and  to  other  parts  of  the  world,  in- 
duced by  the  temptations  ot  countries  full  of  iron 
and  wood.  The  scale  upon  which  iron  works 
have  been  lately  conducted  in  Great  Britain,  the 
iise  of  the  steam-power,  and  the  charring  of  pit- 
coal,  have  produced  great  benefits  to  the  owners 
of  iron  works.  Everything  that  saves,  or  which 
is  equivalent  to  the  saving  of  labor,  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  furnaces,  is  of  peculiar  importance  to 
the  countries  possessing  abundance  of  iron  ore. 
The  extension  of  our  manufactures  is  not  im- 
peded by  any  want  of  the  means  to  work  it, 
when  procured  in  the  first  simple  state  of  pig 
metal.  The  extraction  of  metal  from  the  ore 
involves  much  expensive  labor.  Much  business 
is  done  in  labor-saving  manufactories,  much  in 
the  common  manual  shops,  since  we  can  make 
the  wire  and  working  cards,  and  cannon,  small 
nails,  and  anchors,  spinning-wheel  irons, .and 
mill-work,  screws,  and  ploughshares ;  aod  as  we 
have  raised  the  price  of  bar-iron  from  sixty  to 
one  hundred  and  ten  dollars,  since  our  Revolu- 
tion, our  capacity  in  the  iron  branch  cannot  be 
doubted.  But  the  most  weighty  fact,  respecting 
the  state  of  our  iron  manufacture:^  is,  tnat  we 
cannot  procure  enough  of  pig  metal  and  bars  to 
satisfy  the  great  and  increasing  demands  of  labor- 
saving  mills  and  machines^  and  our  numerous 
handicraft  workmen.  A  princinal  improvemeiit 
in  the  iron  manufacture  would  oe  to  make  mo^e 
yaluable  descriptions  of  goods,  such  as  cutlery, 
fine  tools,  needles,  watch-springs,  and  other  nice 
wares. 

JJemp. — The  growers  of  this  raw  material  are 
said  to  sufier  very  considerably  from  the  sacrifice 
of  the  quantity  and  value  of  their  crops,  6y  im- 
perfections in  rotting  and  preparing  it  for  the 
manufacturers.     An  injurious  conversion  of  a 

treat  number  of  strong  and  good  fibres  into  tow 
y  the  want  of  skill  and  care  in  the  preparation 


of  it  for  the  spinner,  too  often  oocim.  TWt 
strong  and  harsh  raw  material  is  abo  rather  an*' 
suitable  to  the  numerous  class  of  female  tpinBera 
and  weavers.  The  labor  of  the  cultore,  prepara- 
tion, and  manufacture  of  hemp,  occasioiis  it  to  be 
nearly  excluded  from  the  operations  of  household 
QUnufaotures,  in  which  respect  it  is  on  a  lesscoi^ 
venient  footing  than  fiax.  Its  great  imporunee 
to'  defence  obviously  recommends^  hemp  to  the 
most  particular  attention  and  consideration.  Its 
region,  its  soil,  its  seed,  its  mode  of  gathering, 
rotting,  freeing  from  the  stalk,  dressing,  keeping 
spinning,  weaving,  finishing,  and  uses,  merit 
thorough  investigation,  very  intelligible  specific 
cation,  and  extensive  diffusion,  so  as  to  ascertain, 
preserve,  and  make  known,  all  those  things,  with 
the  best  instruments  of  its  culture,  preparation, 
and  manufacture,  and  the  selection  of  its  seed  for 
propagation,  oil-making,  and  all  other  uses. 

In  the  spioning  of  hempen  yarn,  water  and 
steam-mills  have  been  introduced.  In  making 
twine,  and  even  in  making  cables,  horse  machi- 
nery is  used.  The  improvements  in  weaving  mf 
more  likely  to  be  successful  in  the  manttfactura 
of  hemp  than  in  any  other  raw  material,  from 
the  great  strength  of  the  yarn. 

No  manufacture  appears  to  demand,  in  a  greater 
degree,  the  aid  of  joint  stock,  or  associations  of 
capitalists  and  manufacturers.  It  is  possible  that 
such  companies  might  very  favorably  affect  the 
cultivation  of  hempj .  by  purchasing  it  of  the 
planter,  in  the  state  in  which  it  is  first  separated 
from  the  root  or  ground,  in  the  manner  ia  which 
some  of  the  Louisiana  cane-growers  sell  to  a 
sugar  manufacturer,  the  stalks  of  the  cane,  as 
soon  as  they  have  been  cut.  Such  divisions  of 
labor  have  manv  favorable  effects,  and  some  par- 
ticularly desirable  in  this  country.  When  the 
manufacturer  buys  sugar-canes  to  make  sogar, 
or.  hemp  in  the  stalk,  to  rot  and  otherwise  pre- 
pare^ he  in  effect  carries  bis  manufaotorin^  laixir- 
ers  into  the  present  system  of  cultivation,  by 
making  them  perform  certain  labors,  which  the 
farmer's  people  have  hitherto  performed.  The 
manufacturer  also  brings  his  money  earlier  into 
the  hands  of  the  farmer  or  planter,  and  he  saves 
him  all  the  capital  requisite  for  works,  tools,  in- 
struments, and.  wages.  The  operations  of  the 
manufacturer  aUo  save  labor,  either  by  machi- 
nery, or  by  the  superior  skill  and  dexterity  of 
those  who  follow  one  art  or  branch  of  industry. 
There  is  an  useful  reaction  of  all  the  adjacent 
arts  and  trades  upon  the  neighhorinff  cultivators, 
leading  to  care  in  all  the  parts  of  agriculiare 
necessary  to  the  production  of  excellent  goods  in 
the  best  condition.  Our  numerous  floor-millers 
are  ever  checking  the  farmers  who  oflfer  then 
bad  kinds  of  wheat,  or  unclean,  or  mixed  with 
rye  or  garlic. 

Positions  in  the  best  hemp  districts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  where  the  strong  nature  of  the  soil 
tempts,  or  impels  to  the  cultivation  of  hemp,  and 
where  fossil  coaf  abounds,  appear  to  be  fit  places 
to  bring  forward  the  manufacture  of  hem^ 
cloths,  yarns,  twines,  and  all  other  goods  which 
are  coaveaient  to  handle,  to  storey  and  to  trana- 
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port;  and  which  ajre  aot,  like  cables^ aod  ships' 
cordage,  liable  to  be  injured  by  the  tar  used  in 
their  manufacture.  By  roanufacturiog  hemp  at 
the  place  of  its  growth,  in  such  situations  in 
Eentuckv,  the  sreat  and  useless  charges  of  trans- 
porting the  offal,  the  tow,  and  the  good  hema  in 
an  unmanufactured  state^  would  b^  avoiaed. 
The  best  part  of  the  materials,  increased  in  value 
by  the  costs  and  profits,  of  the  manufacturing, 
would  better  sustain  the  charges  of  sending  them 
to  the  other  States,  or  to  the  seaports,  for  tlie  for- 
eign trade.  This  raw  material  affords  the  strong- 
est evidence  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  manu- 
factures, and  of  adjacent  manufacturers,  espe^ 
cially  by  labor-saving  machinery,  to  the  pros- 
perity of  agriculture,  and  to  the  certainty  of  pub- 
lic supplies.  Had  we  not  cultivated  and  manu- 
factured hemp,  in  the  time  of  peace,  we  must 
have  suffered  for  want  of  the  manufactures  in 
time  of  war.  Measures,  even  to  force  such  man- 
ufactures as  are  really  necessary  to  the  public 
safety^  are  not  uncommon  in  the  United  States. 
A  printed  investigation  into  the  cultivation, 
manufacture,  and  uses  of  hemp,  with  engravings, 
from  the  seed  to  the  completion  in  cordage, 
cloths,  and  other  supplies  of  war,  by  sea  and  land, 
would  be  of  great  public  advantage.  One  for- 
eign nation  went  into  such  a  measure,  and  dis- 
played before  the  people,  in  the  most  perspicu- 
ous manner,  all  the  operations  of  forty  arts  and 
trades,  most  important  to  agriculture,  war,  do- 
mestic service,  and  foreign  trade.*  No  country 
would  be  more  promptly  moved  by  such  meas- 
ures than  the  United  States.  The  minds  of  the 
people  are  open  to  useful  information,  and  those 
who  receive  conviction  from  such  information 
are  under  no  restraints  of  local  or  professional 

Srivileees.  The  freedom  of  trades,  and  the  free- 
om  of  towns,  as  they  exist  in  some  countries, 
are  deductions  from  the  general  freedom  of  the 
national  industry. 

Flcuc, — Habit,  convenience,  and  necessity, espe- 
cially without  the  bounds  of  the  cotton  district 
of  the  United  States,  occasion  an  extensive  cul- 
tivation, preparation,  and  manufacture,  of  this 
raw  material.  The  foreign  countries  which  are 
most  distinguished  in  this  branch,  have  not  yet 
made  any  considerable  use  of  labor-saving  ma- 
chinery, and  have  few  regular  factories  in  which 
flax  is  prepared,  spun,  twisted,  or  wove.  They 
have,  until  lately,  aepended  entirely  upon  house- 
hold industry  for  the  preparation  ana  spinning. 
In  the  United  States,  the  branch  has  risen  to  its 
present  considerable  height  chiefly  by  the  same 
means.  Within  a  few  years,  machinery,  saving 
labor  in  a  greater  degree  than  the  common  spin- 
ning wheel,  has  been  introduced  into  regular 
establishments,  and  even  into  private  families; 
ftlso  machinery,  to  double,  treble,  and  twist. 
There  appears  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  flax 
manufacture  will  maintain  a  respectable  ground 
in  the  United  States,  by  the  industry  of  common 
spinners  and  weavers,  by  little  and  great  labor- 

*  The  French  exposition  of  the  arts  and  tradei^ 
Oiled  «  Dictionntire  doi  Arts  et  Metiers." 


saving  machines,  by  the  fly  shuttle,  and  by  some 
of  the  improvements  of  the  loom.  Such  an  in- 
vestigation and  display  of  all  the  operations  and 
instruments  of  the  culture  and  manufacture  of 
flax,  as  have  been  suggested  in  regard  to  hemp, 
would  be  equally  usetul  with  a  view  to  profit, 
though  not  so  important  to  the  defence  of  the 
country.  The  spinners  and  weavers  demand  of 
our  merchants  their  constant  aid  in  the  importa- 
tion of  flax,  for  our  cultivators  do  not  keep  pace 
with  the  wants  and  progress  of  the  maaufac* 
turers;  and  in  proportion  as  labor-saving  machi- 
nery and  capital  shall  be  introduced  into  this 
branch,  still  greater  exertions  of  the  landed  in- 
terest will  become  necessary.  The  household 
manufacture  of  flax  is  the  most  general,  and  the 
most  familiar  of  all  the  family  operations,  relat* 
ing  to  cloths  for  apparel  and  furniture  in  the 
United  States.  In  consequence  of  habits  so  pre- 
vailing, all  we  can  raise  is  manufactured,  and  all 
we  can  import.  This  branch  also  affords  conclu- 
sive evidence  that  even  handicraft  operations  will 
succeed  in  the  household  way. 

Gold,  Silver,  and  thejiner-mixed  Metals,— The 
increase  of  capital,  with  the  consequent  freedom 
of  consumption  and  extension  of  manufactures 
and  commerce,  has  occasioned  goods  made  of 
these  materials  to  be  fi:rcatly  multiplied,  diversi- 
fied, and  improved.  Gold  and  silver  wares  are 
made  in  all  the  considerable  towns,  and  have 
reached  a  verv  high  degree  of  convenience,  ex- 
cellence, and  beauty,  in  some  places.  They  are 
not  only  equal  to  every  possible  demand  of  the 
country,  but  our  present  workmen  could  make  a 
Slock  of  gold  and  silver  wares,  for  foreign  sale4 
equal  to  the  quantity  exported  by  any  nation  of 
Europe.  With  common  care,  the  standard  qual- 
ity is  good  and  uniform,  the  branch  being  in  the 
hands  of  an  intelligent  and  respectable  class  of 
citizens,  and  if  it  were  chosen  to  raise  the  stand- 
ard of  quality  in  such  inconsiderable  degree  a» 
to  make  the  silver  plate  a  little  superior  to  the 
purest  foreign  standard,  and  to  establish  an  assay, 
the  operation  would  probably  be  quite  as  pleasing 
to  the  conductors  of  this  branch  of  our  manufac- 
tures as  it  would  be  practicable  and  easy. 

The  use  of  rollers,  and  other  contrivances,  to 
save  labor  in  some  decree,  have  been  gradually 
introduced  into  the  gold  and  silver  manufactory; 
but,  being  numerous,  they  have,  though  small,  at 
lepgth  reached  to  a  considerable  aggregate  im- 
portance. They  would,  indeed,  be  at  this  time 
highly  convenient  and  valuable^  did  not  taste  and 
fashion,  to  the  dominion  of  which  this  branch  i» 
peculiarly  subject,  render  it  unsafe  to  make  a  too 
large  stock  of  goods,  though  exhibiting,  in  their 
forms,  every  line  of  beauty  and  of  grace. 

The  goldbeater's  trade,  or  that  of  the  manufac- 
ture olgold  leaf,  has  been  recently  introduced 
into  the  United  States.  The  metal  is  prepared 
by  labor-saving  rollers,  which  reduce  it  to  the 
thickness  of  a  hard,  tough,  and  very  thin  letter 
paper.  Silver  is  similarly  manufactured  into 
leaf.  The  city  of  New  York  has  attracted  the 
most  conspicuous  and  greatest  number  of  these 
artists.    It  is  understood  that  they  are^well  estab- 
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lished  and  prosperous.  The  workmen  of  Enrope, 
in  all  branches  such  as  this,  are  much  incom- 
moded by  the  fluctuations  and  distresses  of  that 
quarter  of  the  world,  and  they  now  find  encour- 
agement here.  This  is  the  case  with  all  that  de- 
scription of  artists  who  are  employed  in  making 
tbe  mor^  valuable  metal  ornaments,  trinkets,  set 
work^  of  glass,  valuable  stones,  and  paste,  in  gold, 
and  Sliver,  and  jewelry. 

Plated  work,  and  the  fine  and  common  mixed 
metal  buttons  and  buckles,  are  made  in  very  con- 
siderable quantities,  by  foreign  and  native  work- 
men. Casting  and  machinery  afford  them  great 
assistance. 

Button  making  has  become  a  lucrative  and 
regular  employment  in  the  United  States,  and  is 
far  more  considerable  than  appears  by  the  re- 
turns. The  rollers  for  small  and  fine  work  are 
not  sufficiently  numerous  and  dispersed,  or  all  the 
neces&ary  supplies  might  be  made  with  ease.  The 
rolling  and  stamping  apparatus  greatly  saves  la- 
bor in  button  making.  The  American  cast  bdt- 
ton  is  so  cheap,  that  it  can  rarely  be  imported. 
Water  mills  and  steam  engines,  to  roll  and  stamp, 
in  the  manner  of  Europe^  will  quickly  possess  the 
*  United  States  of  the  entire  manufactory  of  but- 
tons, and  other  small  metal  goods,  for  seven  mil- 
lions, and  a  half  of  people,  with  opportunities  of 
free  and  unburdened  exportation. 

Mdea  and  Skins  of  domegtic  and  vtild  ant- 
mala, — Every  description  and  variety  of  leather 
is  made  here.  So  entirely  and  easily  are  the  raw 
materials  worked  up  by  the  tanners,  leather  dres- 
sers, and  other  manufacturers,  that  even  the  deer 
skin,  which  was  formerly  prepared  in  the  buff 
mode  only,  is  now  much  more  frequently  and  ex- 
tensively tanned  and  dressed  as  russet  or  (Colored 
leather.  That  species  of  skin  alone  has  been 
heretofore  exported  in  the  unmanufactured  state. 
Fine  and  delicate  skins,  which  were  not  formerly 
known  as  raw  materials,  are  now  imnorted,  and 
handsomely  dressed,  finished,  and  made  up  into 
ladies'  shoes,  pocket  books,  and  other  goods.  The 
demand  for  skins,  in  this  extensive  and  successful 
branch,  has  occasioned  a  curious  and  effective 
invention,  to  split  skins,  producing  a  double  quan- 
tity of  covers  for  books,  and  other  purposes.  The 
V  hog  skin  is  tanned  in  some  places,  but  It  is  too 
of^en  neglected  and  lost,  in  the  shape  of  mere  offiil 
of  fresh,  pickled,  and  snioked  meat,  being  par- 
ticularlv  fit  to  make  strong  and  handsome  sad- 
dlery, the  farmers  will  profit  by  attention  to  the 
best  management  of  their  hog  skins,  in  all  the 
States,  as  they  now  do  in  some.  The  proper  oil 
offish  is  not  so  abundant  as  it  formerly  was,  nor 
obtainable  in  interior  situations,  without  a  great 
expense;  and  it  is  possible,  that  the  congenial  fat 
of  the  skin  of  this  animal  may  occasion  it  to  be 
better  and  more  easiiv  preserved  than  the  skins  of 
horses  and  oxen.  A  judicious  course  in  manufac- 
tures is  to  consider  the  true  fitness  of  the  various 
materials,  and  to  put  each  kind  to  its  proper  Use. 
The  facility  and  utility  of  the  manufactory  of 
leather  is  everywhere  such,  that  the  utmost  in- 
genuity has  been  exercised  upon  the  subject  of 
the  sources  of  the  raw  materials,  and  the  economy 


of  them  tirhen  tAanufactuted.  A  considerate 
premium  has  been  offered,  by  the  Prencli  Gov- 
ernment, for  the  invention  of  the  best  and  cheap- 
est substitute  for  leather,  for  the  covers  of  books. 

It  would  favor  the  Indian  trade,  which  has  m 
great  tendency  to  conciliate  the  abori^enes,  if  the 
manufacture,  and  a  greater  consumption  of  deer 
skins,  could  be  efl>ct€fd  in  our  frontier  towns.  It 
would  give  activitv  to  the  Indian  commerce.  The 
transportation  of  aressed  skins  from  thence,  would 
not  be  subject  to  so  heavy  a  rate  of  expense,  ia 
proportion  to  the  increased  value,  nor  would  they 
sufier,  in  their  substance,  as  they  now  do,  from 
the  worm,  and  from  fermentation  and  decay. 

The  present  and  constant  manufacture  of  alt 
our  hides  and  skins,  affords  the  mahufacturen  as 
opportunity  to  devise  and  perform  iuch  thinp 
as,  by  increasing  the  beauty  and  goodness  of  their 
commodities,  will  enhance  the  aggregate  value 
of  their  leather  branch.  Much  utility  and  profit 
may  be  derived  from  superior  tanning,  coloring, 
dressing,  workmanship,  fancy,  ta«te,  and  econo- 
my, in  the  whole  range  of  the  operations  of  the 
leather  manufacturers.  The  elegaDceof  our  imC- 
proved  book  binding  is  an  example.  The  abund- 
ance of  farm  iands,  and  the  distance  of  many  of 
them  from  the  seaport,  render  it  certain  that  ibe 
United  States  will  always  be  one  of  the  greatest 
cattle  raising  and  meat  eating  countries.  0( 
course,  there  will  be  in  our  markets  a  ^reat  quan- 
tity of  North  American  hides  and  skins.  Bark, 
lime,  and  water  sitefs,  are,  in  many  places,  rarer 
incidents  in  country  tanners'  possessions  and 
general  situation,  than  things  required  to  be  spe- 
cially sought,  purcha«ted,  or  hired.  Whatever  is 
properly  made  of  leather,  is  a  commodity  of  the 
most  useful  and  durable  nature.  There  are  no 
commodities,  the  surplu;i  of  which  will  more 
certainly  command  a  good  and  sure  foreign 
market,  than  the  manufactures  of  this  raw  ma- 
terial. As  the  natvre  of  the  countrv,  and  of 
many  things  in  it,  give  a  great  fund  of  fixed 
and  necessary  capital  in  this  branch,  to  it  it 
true  that  there  is  a  ver^  large  moneyed  capital 
constantly  employed  in  it.  The  Southern  plan- 
ters have,  in  many  instances,  made  Unning  a 
household  or  plantation  business,  Which  lEey 
may  generally  do  with  a  little  attention  to  the 
practice,  and  the  addition  of  the  pleasure  of  a 
little  relative  chemical  reading.  W^re  chemis- 
try, in  particular,  and  the  general  science  rela- 
tive to  the  fine  and  useful  arts  and  manufactutes, 
made  a  branch  of  domestic  and  academical  ili- 
struciion.  it  would  greatly  and  permanently  re- 
dound to'  the  dignity  of  the  American  mind,  and 
the  solid  internal  profits  of  the  business  of  the 
country.  Such  a  course  of  instruction  may  be 
commenced  at  an  early  age:  for  exhibitions  of 
this  nature,  internal  compositions,  mixtures,  al- 
tractions,  fermentations,  and  decompositions  <rf 
material  objects,  are  as  amusibg  as  instructive 
and  all  these  are  pleasingly  and  inlelffgibly  dis- 
payed  in  experimental  philosophy. 

It  is  believed  that  the  present  annual  vatmrilf 
the  leather  maihifkcth^  6f  thfe  UMed  fitatea 
exceeds  thai  of  any  othe^  niftion,  in  ptfbportioa  to 
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ike  popuUuop,  though  t^e  prices  io  America  are 
lower^nd  the  goods  are  nearly  all  of  the  useful  and 
aeoessarv;  and  not  of  the  fine  and  showy  charac- 
ter;  ajid^  as  they  are  chiefly  hy  the  mere  manual 
industry,  and  are  not  much  aided  in  the  domestic 
or  nousehold  way,  they  establish  our  capacity 
for  general  manufactures  in  the  ordinary  modes. 
Maple  SugQT, — This  useful  and  valuaUe  com- 
modity has  been  heretofore  generally  estimated 
as  one  which  this  country^  was  rather  able  than 
Ukely  ever  to  manuCBCture  in  a  considerable  quan- 
tity ^  yet,  incomplete  as  manifestly  are  the  gen- 
fral  tabl^in  which  eight  only  of  the  tweoty-six 
districts  returp  the  mHple  sugar  manufactured; 
ai^d  defecti?e  as  are  the  suboroinate  returns  from 
nearly  all  the  States  which  bare  noticed  the  com- 
modity, it  is  found  th^t  nine  millions  six  hundred 
^nd  sixty-flve  thousand  one  hundred  and  eight 
pounds  of  maple  sugar  are  proved  to  have  been 
made  in  the  year  18^0.  It  is  considered  thai 
8f  yc^teflin  millions  and  one-half  of  foreign  sugar, 
with  pei^aps  three  millions  and  one-half  more,  of 
imiple  sugar,  supplied  our  consumption  in  1790, 
when  th^  population  was  four  millions  of  persons. 
Four  millions  of  pounds  might  be  added  for  the 
weight  of  molasses  used  in  substance.    Our  (ure- 


Otf  t)he  crude  or  Muscovado,  allowing,  for  obvious 
reafons,  a  freer  consumption  now  than  heretofore. 
It  is  not  rare  for  careful,  attentive  families  to 
make  three  or  four  hundred  pounds  weight  in  a 
ica^nn.  If  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  fam- 
ilies (of  (be  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  families  which  compose  this  nation) 
were  to  m^Jte  only  two  hundred  pounds  each) 
Of  i,ve  hundred  thousand  of  those  lamilies  were 
\o  make  no  n^ore  than  one  hundred  pounds  each, 
ve  should  have  the  requisite  supply  of  fi£tv 
millions  of  pounds.  TJ^^  State  of  Ohio,  with 
^  population  equal  to  about  one-thirty-t{)ird 
pgrt  of  that  of  the  United  Stales,  returns  three 
millions  and  twenty-three  thousand  eight  hun- 
jffd  and  fix  poinds  of  n^^  sugar.  If  the 
iprhole  Uniqn  were  to  manu&ictare  at  that  rate,  it 
would  proditb^  above  one  hundred  millions  of 
pounds.  Thus  are  tke  calculations  of  the  yeiK 
a79P  fuUyjreali^,  though  defamed  then  sanguine 
»nd  fai^c^ful.  The  preservation  and  general  prop- 
9f|l^(im)  of  the  sugi^r  map^  tree,  therefore,  very 
stroQgiy  press  ^pon  the  public  consideration.  This 
a^bstuDLtitl  aud  epetrgetlp  nation  can  effect,  with 
finpe.  whi^t  the  youngest  member  of  the  Union,  in 
i9)i),  smuggling  with  tj>e  forest  and  the  savage, 
performed  in  mere  ordinary  course.  The  thor- 
pugb  investigation  and  dispUy  of  this  subject, 
from, the  natural  hiatory  of  the  tree,  through  the 
course  of  exposure,  seasons,  treatment,  manage- 
ment} and  n9#ufiMsture,  till  its  formation  into  re- 
fined loaf  sugar,  aqd  to  the  death  and  new  pUn- 
tatiou  of  the  tree,  with  its  qualities  and  various 
uses  as  wood,  and  with  due  attention  to  the  im- 
akvMn^f  utensils,  procees  in  a  manufiuituring  and 
Ija  a  ehemieal  view,  in  all  the  possible  details,  ap- 
pears to  DC  earnesuy  deinaoded  of  the  Ooveni* 


ment.  This  effort  would  induce  its  reward  in 
almost  every  township,  by  the  benefits  which 
would  result  from  the  mere  excitement  of  a  gen- 
eral attention  to  the  manufacture  of  so  pleasant, 
so  profitable,  and  so  nutritious  a  production.  T^ 
be  fully  and  universally  aware  of  an  attainable 
advantage  is,  in  such  a  case,  to  insure  the  atten- 
tion necessarjr  to  obtain  and  preserve  iu  The 
season  of  making  maple  sugar  is  from  the  middle 
of  February  to  the  end  of  March,  when  the  farmer 
and  his  family  have  little  business  to  employ 
them.  Five  pounds  have  been  stated  as  the  pro- 
duce of  a  tree ;  but  it*  four,  and  even  three,  pounds 
be  taken  from  each  tree,  on  an  average,  seventeen 
millions  of  trees  will  produce  fifty-one  millions 
of  pounds  of  sugar.  There  are  frequently  fortjr 
trees  upon  an  acre  of  land;  but,  if  there  be  only 
thirty-lour,  then  five  hundred  thousand  acres  fa 
quantity  of  land  inferior  to  very  many  single 
counties  in  the  United  States)  will  yield  the  whole 
necessary  supply.  The  reserved  wood  lands  of 
our  farms  is,  on  a  mediuni,  qiorf  than  a  fourth 
part,  even  in  our  old  counties;  wherefore  a  tract 
of  two  millions  of  acres  (of  which  three-fourtlui 
might  be  cleared  for  the  plough)  would  fully  suf- 
fice. This  quantity  may  be  considered  as  about 
one-thirteenth  or  fourteenth  part  of  a  State  as 
large  as  the  lands  of  New  York  or  Pennsylvania, 
uncovered  by  streams  and  lakes.  Our  rough 
moiintain  land  will  produce  this  tree.  It  has 
been  credibly  certified,  that  a  single  township,  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  produced  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  pounds  weight  of  maple  sugar 
in  the  infancy,  or  seventh  year  of  its  settlement. 
It  will  be  observed,  that  the  manufacture  is  proved 
by  the  annexed  tables,  in  Parts  III  and  IV,  al- 
ready to  take  place  in  the  Northern  State  of  Ver- 
mont and  in  the  Southern  St«te  of  Tennesseei 
and  in  many  parts  of  the  intermediate  country, 
establishing  the  region  of  the  sugar  maple  tree 
and  manumcture  to  be  several  hundreds  of  mil- 
lions  of  acres.  The  tree  is  abundant  in  more 
southern  districts.  As  it  is  at  present  considered 
necessary  to  impart  to  the  wine  of  the  Corinth  or 
currant  fruit  a  greater  degree  of  the  saccharine 
character  tbai»  it  has  from  nature,  the  general 
presence  of  the  maple  tree,  and  the  universal  en* 
pacity  of  our  country  to  produce  the  red,  whilfS 
and  black  currants,  are  iacu  apparentljr  woclhy 
of  the  public  attention.  Mapl^  sugar,  within  my 
personal  knowledge,  has  been  so  well  reQnW  «• 
to  have  been  served  to  the  lar^e^t  circles  of  io^ 
eign  and  American  evening  Visiters  at  the  house 
of  the  lale  President  Washington.  The  quality 
was  of  that  real  excellence,  which  the.  double  re- 
fined white  loaf  sugar  (from  the  cane)  of  the  lata 
Mr.  Ed  Wjard  Pennington,  of  Philadelphia,  is  gen* 
erally  known  to  have  posseaned.  Information  aa 
to  the  proper  quantity  and  use  of  quick  lime,  and 
some  directions  to  avoid  waste  and  injury  in  the 
operation  of  boiling,  are  the  principal  instructiops 
wanted  by  our  farmers  and  planters  to  make  good 
Muscovado  sugar  from  the  proper  kind  of  the 
American  maple  tree.  WhUe  the  Oovernmenu 
pf  Europe  labor  so  inceesantiy  <o  diacof  er  a  r^ga^ 
uble  production  which. liijl  yieid  <he«  augar,  wa 
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enjoy,  from  the  gift  of  Proyidence,  a  greiii  Tavor 
in  the  sugar  maple  trees  which  oyerspread  oar 
country.  If  we  have  but  a  limited  quantity  of 
cane  land,  it  is  happy  that  we  possess  very  many 
more  than  the  requisite  number  of  sngar  maple 
trees. 

The  substitution  of  this  sugar  for  molasses,  or 
the  use  of  it  when  it  reaches  the  condition  and 
substance  of  molasses,  is  a  further  object  to  our 
country,  which  imports  many  millions  of  gallons 
of  that  commodity  from  foreign  countries.  With 
a  view  to  the  economy  of  drink,  this  is  a  most 
interesting  consideration. 

But  sugar  and  molasses  are  so  auxiliary  to 
household  preparations  of  various  kinds,  and  to 
seireral  great  and  small  manufactures,  and  they 
are  so  acceptable  to  the  great  mass  of  our  increas- 
ing population,  that  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  there  might  be  a  good  market  for  all  the 
sugar  we  can  procure,  not  only  from  our  canes 
and  maple  trees,  but  by  the  most  active  com- 
merce. Consumption  at  home,  and  free  exporta- 
tion, will  ever  support  the  price.  Sugars  of  every 
quality  have  increased  in  value  throughout  the 
world  within  a  few  years. 

77^  Sugar  of  the  Owe.— This  interesting 
commodity  is,  in  the  United  States,  in  the  crude 
form,  little  more  than  an  agricultural  production, 
and,  in  its  best  refined  condition,* an  elegant  and 
grateful  manufacture.  After  the  acquisition  of 
a  cane  district,  by  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  it 
was  apprehended  that  the  Constitutional  imped- 
iment to  the  importation  of  slaves  would  have  at 
once  deprived  us  of  much  cane  sugar,  which  our 
newly  acquired  country  would  produce^nd,  in 
some  degree,  affect  the  prosperity  of  the  Delta  of 
the  Mississippi.  But  the  reported  production  of 
nine  millions  six  hundred  and  seventy-one  thou- 
sand pounds  of  the  sngar  of  the  cane  in  Lower 
Louisiana,  in  the  year  1810,  with  one  hundred 
and  seventy-nine  thousand  five  hundred  ffallons 
of  molasses,'*'  is  considered  as  far  short  of  what 
that  country  will  be  quickly  made  to  produce, 
by  the  general  adoption  of  the  new  and  curious 
operations  in  the  culture  of  cane  and  the  manu- 
facture of  sugar,  which  are  found  to  be  practica- 
ble. The  new  course  appears  worthy  of  partic- 
ular attention. 

Instead  of  the  employment  of  slaves,  requiring 
a  very  burdensome  advance  of  capital,  and  an 
expensive  subsistence,  the  occasional  labor  of 
neighboring  or  transient  hired  white  persons  is 
often  used  to  prepare  the  grounds  with  the  plough 
and  harrow,  to  plant  the  new  canes,  to  dress  the 
old  ones,  and  to  clear  the  growing  plants  from 
weeds.  The  same  or  other  white  laborers  are 
afterwards  employed  by  the  planters  to  cut,  and 
stack  under  cover,  the  ripened  canes,  so  as  to 
prepare  them  for  the  grinding  mill  and  boiler. 
The  operation  of  planting  occurs  after  the  sickly 
autumnal  season,  and  before  the  vernal;  and  the 
operation  of  cutting  also  occurs  in  the  healthy 

*  There  were  made,  also,  389,180  gallons  of  dia- 
tillad  spirits  out  of  339,180  gallons  of  molasses,  in 
Lawnr  Louisiana,  in  the  year  1810. 


Mason,  at  the  end  of  the  foliowiug  Autumn.  The 
service  is  not,  therefore,  unhealthy. 

It  is  considered  to  be  expedient  that  the  plan- 
ters who  own,  and  they  who  cultivate  the  soil, 
should  not  expend  great  sums  in  the  establish- 
ment of  mills  and  sets  of  works  on  all  the  sugar 
estates,  after  the  manner  of  the  West  India  col^ 
onies  of  the  European  States.  But  it  is. found 
more  convenient  and  profitable  to  leave  the  busi- 
ness of  grinding  and  boiling  to  one  manufacturer 
of  Muscovado  sugar,  for  a  number  of  planters. 
These  persons,  like  the  owners  of  grain  mills  and 
saw-gin  mills,  can  be  employed  for  a  toll  in  kind 
or  part  of  the  produce,  or  for  a  compensation  in 
money.  By  tnis  method  a  tract  of  two  miles 
square,  or  three  hundred  and  twenty  perches 
souare,  which  will  contain  twenty-five  plantatioos 
of  above  one  hundred  and  two  acres  eaeb.  may 
be  accommodated  by  one  central  manufactory  of 
Muscovado  sugar  from  the  cane  stalks :  for  none 
of  the  plantations  wilt  be  more  distant  from  the 
boiler  than  a  single  mile — a  mere  city  porter- 
age or  cartage.  Refineries,  making  white  sugar, 
and  distilleries,  may  be  added,  andthe  economy 
and  accommodation  to  the  planters  will  be  more 
comnlete. 

The  effect  of  this  division  of  labor  and  owner- 
ship will  be  rapidly  to  brin^  into  the  most  eom^ 
pleteand  productive  cultivation  all  the  cane  lands 
in  the  United  States,  and  to  advance  the  various 
manufactures  of  this  valuable  and  wholesome 
agricultural  production.  The  easy  and  cheap 
maintenance  of  cattle,  the  abundant  supplies  of 
provisions  and  building  materials  for  man  and 
beast,  and  the  redundance  of  fuel  and  cask  lum- 
ber, with  the  benefits  to  our  planters  from  being 
more  frequently  and  comfortably  their  own  stew^ 
ards  and  overseers,  will  greatly  redound  to  their 
convenience  and  profits.  The  exemption  from 
duty  on  their  Muscovado  sugar,  their  r^ned 
white  sugar,  their  molasses,  and  their  rum,  is  a 
very  great  advantage  to  the  manufacturers  c^ 
and  from  the  brown  sugar  and  molasses  of  the 
United  States.* 

Winei  of  the  Orape,-^The  proper  wines  of  l&e 
grape,  of  the  best  qualities,  are  those  produced  lu 
various  climates  which  are  found  in  the  United 
States,  if  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  the  indica- 
tions of  temperature  which  I  have  ventared  to 
suggest.  To  the  kinds  of  that  liquor  which  have 
been  mentioned,  the  celebrated  wine, called  Tokay, 
may  be  added.  It  is  produced  near  a  place  of  the 
same  name,  situated  in  Hungary,  in  49^  north, in 
a  temperature  approaching  to  that  of  Champaffue, 
one  of  the  best  wine  districts  of  France.  This 
situation  may  be  considered  as  nearly  cortetpon* 
ding  with  that  of  the  country  around  the  common 
point  of  contact  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Penn- 
sylvania. The  exquisite  wines  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  particularly  the  red  and  white  Con- 
stantia,  which  are  produced  in  3i^  South,  a  posi* 
tion  deemed  colder  than  the  same  latitude  North, 

*  It  is  understood  that  the  sugar  cane  has  beenino- 
cassfoUy  cultivated  on  the  coast  of  Qeofgia,  widua 
thirty  or  forty  miles  of  th»4>oean. 
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may  be  also  aclded*    The  Madeira  prodaoes  there 
an  excellent  wine. 

It  has  been  understood,  within  a  short  time,  that 
some  enterprising  and  well  informed  emigrants 
from  Germany,  after  careful  experiments,  have 
considered  the  temperature  of  the  southwestern 
corner  of  PennsylTania  as  suitable  for  the  pro- 
duction of  the  Rhenish  and  Moselle  qualities  of 
wines.  This  fact  contributes  to  support  the  opin- 
ion, that  it  will  be  safe  to  count  the  degrees  and 
minutes  of  common  temperature  in  Europe  and 
North  America,  respectively,  from  Lisbon  and 
8t.  Augustine  or  New  Orleans. 
.  It  appears  by  the  returns,  that  about  ninety-six 
fuarter  casks  (a  quantity  of  good  red  wine  wor* 
thy  of  notice)  have  been  made  by  a  few  Swiss 
settlers,  from  the  Madeira  and  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  ff rapes, on  the  river  Ohio,  in  about  39°  North 
latitude,  m  the  Territory  of  Indiana.  It  is  also 
understood,  that  a  good  wine,  really  fit  for  table 
use^  has  been  made  in  the  vicinity  of  Columbia, 
in  South  Carolina.  Other  experiments  have 
been  made,  with  various  success. 

The  grape  vine  of  several  distinctly  different 
species  is  indigenous  in  the  United  States,  and  is 
found  in  every  degree  of  latitude,  from  the  river 
St.  Croix  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  It  is,  doubtless, 
from  such  original  stocks,  ia  corresponding  tem- 
peratures of  Europe,  that  its  several  present  excel* 
lent  wine  grapes  have  been  obtained  by  selection, 
choice  of  position,  and  soil  and  cultivation.  The 
•kill  of  the  wine  makers,  resulting  from  practice, 
and  improved  by  the  relative  arte,  has  curiously 
perfected  the  manufacture  of  wine.  This  com- 
modity rewards,  by  profit  and  pleasure,  the  skill 
and  exertion  of  its  improvers.  A  striking  differ- 
ence, very  interesting  to  the  United  States,  occurs 
ia  the  characters  of  certain  great  classes  of  for- 
eign wines,  extensively  used  in  this  country,  a 
statement  and  attempt  to  explain  which  may 
contribute  to  improve  the  future  operatioois  of  the 
wine  makers  of  the  United  States. 

It  has  been  constantly  observed  that,  although 
the  superior  red  and  white  wines  of  France  (the 
Burgundy,  the  finer  Clarets,  and  Champagne,  and 
the  Sauterae)  are  proved  by  the  hvdrometer  to 
ht  as  strong  as  some,  and  stronser  than  others,  of 
the  wines  of  Spain,  Portugal,  and  their  wine 
islands,  (the  Sherry,  the  Pacharetta,  the  Lisbon, 
the  Carcavella,  the  Madeira,  the  Teneriffe,  the 
Fayal,  and  the  St.  Michael's,)  yet  the  French 
wines  can  only  be  kept  in  bottles  well  corked  and 
sealed,  while  the  latter  are  constantly  kept  upon 
tap,  in  half  emptied  casks.  It  is  also  observed, 
thatj  within  a  few  hours  after  the  uncorking  of  a 
bottle  of  French  wine,  especially  of  any  of  the 
superior  qualities,  it  becomes  sensibly  bad,  while 
these  white  wines  of  Spain,  Portugal,  and  their 
islands,  remain  good,  and  some  of  them  even  im- 
prove in  decanters,  which  by  accident  have  re- 
mained long  unstopped.  This  clifiierenee  is  con- 
sidered to  be  occasioned  by  the  fact^  that  the  spirit 
of  the  French  wine  is  its  own  natural  and  proper 
fermented  spirit,  while  the  Portuguese  and  Span- 
ish wines  have,  in  addition  to  their  fermented, 
infusions  of  distilled  spirits  or  brandy.     The 


French  wines,  soon  after  their  exposuM  to  the 
air,  by  the  drawing  of  the  cork,  ajig^'-believed  to 
recommence  fermentation,  and  jcire  quickly  in- 
jured, having  been  before  sj&fiRiently  and  most 
perfectly  fermented ;  whilcthe  distilled  spirits 
m  those  wines  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  prevents  a 
similar  recommencement  of  fermentation  and  its 
consequent  injuries.  Distilled  spirits  have  no 
sensible  fermentation. 

Believing  in  this  cause  of  the  difference  between 
those  two  great  classes  of  wines,  and  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  that  difference,  in 
several  views,  I  submitted  the  facts,  in  a  guarded 
and  informal  conference  with  the  President^  Vice 
Presidents,  and  several  other  learned  and  judicious 
members  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society, 
at  one  of  our  meetings,  in  a  manner  which  led  to 
suggestions  of  the  moment,  from  the  gentlemen, 
respectively,  in  order  to  attain  a  knowledge  of  the 
cause  I  and,  after  hearing  the  whole,  that  whiak 
I  have  stated  was  also  submitted  to  their  consid- 
eration, and  was  received  with  as  much  assent  as 
the  nature  of  the  learned  body  and  of  the  subject 
rendered  proper  and  necessary,  on  a  new  and 
informal  communication.  This  matter  is  intro- 
duced here  as  the  foundation  of  a  suggestion,  that, 
in  the  wine  making  business  of  the  United  States, 
in  internal  situations,  where  bottles  may  be  costly 
or  unattainable,  a  cautious  infusion  of  the  barely 
necessary  portion  of  homogeneous  distilled  spirits 
(the  purest  and  best  brandy  of  the  grape)  wiU, 
probably,  enable  our  citizens  to  keep  their  wine 
as  they  keep  those  of  Lisbon,  Xeres,  Madeira. 
Fayal,  and  Teneriffe,  in  half  empty  casks  ana 
common  decanters.  Thus,  not  only  a  great  and 
universal  economy  in  respect  to  bottles  may  be 
made,  but  the  practicability  of  keeping  wines,  in 
a  condition  fit  for  use,  may  be  extended  to  all  sit- 
uations, and  to  every  store  keeper  and  family. 
Hitherto  the  manufacture  of  fermented  liquors  has 
been  impeded,  by  the  expense  of  bottles,  and  ofiea 
by  the  total  want  of  them. 

As  the  grape  and  its  wines  and  essential  salt 
(known  under  the  name  of  cream  of  tartar)  are 
of  very  considerable  importance  to  our  interim 
country,  which  must  reeeire  foreign  wines  at 
costs  and  charges,  which  a  great  majority  of  the 
people  cannot  sustain,  and  as  wine  has  a  high 
value  as  an  inducement  from  distilled  spirits  and 
as  a  medicine,  besides  the  value  of  the  fresh  and 
drjr  grape,  it  is  a  matter  of  real  consequence  ia 
this  sutemeif  t,  that  the  success  of  the  wine  man- 
nfactuie  appears  to  be  rendered  certain,  by  the 
variety  and  universality  of  native  grapes,  by  a 
number  of  successful  experiments,  and  by  the  cor- 
respondence of  temperature  between  parts  of  oar 
country  and  the  dbtricts  of  the  Tokay,  the  ChaaHf 
pague,  the  Moselle,  the  Rhenish,  and  the  Hpek, 
the  Burgundy,  the  various  Clareu  of  Bordeaux, 
the  Sauterne  and  Grave,  the  Oporto,  the  Lisbon, 
and  other  superior  or  estimable  wines  of  the  Eo^ 
ropean  continent,  and  those  also  of  the  Cape  of 
€k>od  Hope.  Extreme  heat  does  not  appear  ne- 
cessary or  even  favors ble  to  the  happiest  concoc- 
tion or  the  juices  of  the  grape,  the  orange,  and 
fruit  in  general.    France,  not  less  distinguished 
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for  iu  VarioiB  and  ezqaUite  froits  than  aoy  other 
coDOtry,1^sDo' point  more  Southern  than  42^ 
26^  North  laHade.  In  considering  the  character 
of  Madeira  anoHts  wines,  it  will  be  remembered 
that  it  is  a  small  add^eyated  island,  and  similar 
considerations,  as  to  temperature,  arise,  in  regard 
to  the  Constantia  vineyards,  at  the  Southern 
point  of  Africa,  the  Cape  of  G^d  Hope,  which 
roust  greatly  partake  of  insular  characteristics. 

Other fermirUed  liquors.'^The  moralizing  ten- 
dency and  salubrious  nature  of  these  manufac- 
tures, recommend  them  to  a  serious  consideration, 
and  particularly  in  our  country.  Distinct  views 
of  those  of  the  wines  of  the  grape,  customarily, 
and  of  the  currant  or  Corinth  fruit,  have  been 
submitted.  Beer,  ale,  porter,  cider,  and  perry, 
manufactures  of  great  aggregate  importance  to 
the  farmers,  remain  for  notice.  The  difficulty 
and  expense  of  procuring  a  supply  of  strong  bot- 
tles, and  a  peculiar  taste  for  lively  or  foaming 
beer,  which  our  Summers  do  not  favor,  have 
been  principal  causes  of  the  inisonsideram  pro- 
gress of  the  manufacture  of  malt  liquors,  com- 
pared with  distilled  spirits.  The  absence,  or  the 
uifrequeney  of  malting,  as  a  separate  trade,  has 
also  operated  against  brewing  in  the  small  way, 
and  in  families.  The  great  facility  of  making  and 
preserving  distilled  spirits,  has  occasioned  them 
exceedingly  to  interfere  with  the  brewery.  The 
liquor  of  peaches,  hitherto  deemed  incapable  of 
use  without  distillation,  greatly  prevents  the  us^ 
of  beer  in  a  verv  extensive  region  of  our  country, 
where  the  peacn  tree  srows  with  the  freedom  of 
a  weed,  and  where  its  fruit  is  of  the  best  quality. 
Cider,  which  is  abundantly  produced  in  anoth- 
er very  extensive  region,  rivals  fermented  malt 
fiquors,  as  a  common  drink,  and  a  material  for  a 
customary  concoction  (the  cider  royal)  and  for 
distillation. 

A  method  to  preserve  beer,  and  other  fermented 
malt  liquors,  on  tap,  in  half  full  vessels,  by  pecu- 
liar constructions  of  the  casks  and  the  cocks,  has 
been  invented.*  The  manufactory  of  glass  bot- 
tles is  likely  to  continue  to  increase.  The  cork 
tree  might  be  established  in  all  our  climates  south 
of  the  Chesapeake.  .The  manu&cture  of  wire, 
for  securing  the  corks,  is  commenced  with  abun- 
dant capital  in  several  places.  The  sealing  ma- 
terials for  bottled  liquors,  are  cheap  in  America. 
The  aianufactures  of  the  brewery  are  diversified 
in  the  shapes  of  porter,  pale  ale.  brown  ale,  strong 
beer,  and  small  beer,  to  suit  all  tastes,  and  to  ac- 
commodate all  climates  and  consumers.  The 
want  of  a  head,  or  top  of  foam  (or  cream,  as  it  is 
popularly  called  here)  is  now  known  to  be  ob- 
servable in  the  tap  beers  of  Bnrope,  and  it  is  pre^ 
samaUe  that  this  object  of  fancy,  or  taste,  will 
not,  therefore,  be  in  niture  deemed  indispensable 
in  the  American  tap  houses  and  families.  We 
bave  been  used  to  consider  the  want  of  this  foam 
as  an  evidence  of  badness.  The  brewery  must 
be  e^tpected  to  improve  in  the  United  States,  as 
it  manifestly  has,  since  the  introduction  of  the 

*  By  the  present  Mr.  Robert  Hare,  a  native  of  Phil- 
adelphia. 


pale  ale  and  porter  manafactu^es,  in  1774.  The 
exportation  of  malt  liquors,  and  their  coasiioff 
transportation  and  sale,  have  been  rery  mnch 
increased. 

So  great  inducements  from  the  cultivation  and 
production  of  grain  arise  from  the  cultivation  and 
growth  of  raw  materials,  including  cane  sugar, 
and  from  the  very  increa^  attention  to  sh^ep^ 
and  horse,  and  cattle  farming,  that  the  great  fap> 
mer's  manufactory  of  cider  must  extend,  increase^ 
and  improve.  The  high  price  of  flour^lso,  di- 
minishes attention  to  grain  liquors.  The  first 
qualities  of  cider  are  more  valuable  than  the 
inferior  wines  are  to  the  cultivators  of  Fradce, 
the  Azores,  the  Balearic  isles,  the  Greek  isles,  the 
Canaries,  and  other  wine  countries.  Cider  Is  par- 
ticularly convenient  to  those  States  whose  set- 
tlements are  completed,  as  it  requires  the  use  of 
but  little  land,  and  not  the  exclusive  use:  for 
orchardsadmit  thecultivationef  the  ground.  The 
distillery  in  those  fully  populated  States,  is  chiefiy 
from  apples,  to  the  north  of  the  Delaware.  The 
preservation  of  cider,  withut  the  expense  of  bott 
tling,  is  more  practicable  and  more  general  than 
that  of  fermented  malt  liquors. 

The  exquisite  and  various  flavor  of  the  North 
American  peach,  in  the  most  favorable  sttuations, 
and  the  ease  with  which  it  is  propagated  in  aoth 
places,  give  rise  to  great  solicitude,That  nice  and 
careful  experiments  should  be  made  of  the  qual- 
ity of  the  clear  fermented  liquor  it  would  yield. 
Whether  the  attempt  would  succeed  best,  if  the 
peach  were  treated  like  the  grape,  the  apple,  and 
the  pear,  in  making  wine,  cider,  and  perry,  or 
whether  it  would  best  succeed,  if  the  fruit  were 
treated  in  the  manner  of  the  currant,  experience 
would  determine.  In  the  former  cases,  proper 
grape  wines,  cider,  and  perry,  are  made  of  the 
juices  of  the  grape,  the  apple  and  the  pear,  with- 
out water^  and  often  without  brandy  in  the  wins} 
always  without  brandy  in  the  farmer's  eider,  and 
in  perry.  In  the  case  of  the  currant  wioe,  brandy 
is  sometimes  added,  and  sometimes  omitted;  sucar 
is  always  added,  on  account  of  the  acidity  of  that 
fruit.  The  peach  would  not  require  that  addf^ 
tion.  There  seems  to  be  reason  to  £ear  it  may 
prove  too  saccharine.  It  ought  however,  to  te 
remembered,  that  the  wipe  of  France,  called 
Frontignac,  is  of  an  extreme  sweetness,  with  less 
pungency  than  the  juice  of  the  peach.  It  is  pos* 
sible,  too,  that  the  peach  juice,  fined,  and  with  or 
without  an  infusion  of  brandy,  might  he  preserved 
as  a  sifeet,  to  mix  with  other  things ;  it  wooU 
probably  require  the  bottle.  The  ease  with 
which  the  peach  is  raised  throughout  the  United 
States,  anu  its  application,  hitherto,  to  the  tabic, 
only  in  its  fresh  and  dried  states,  and  to  the  d|t« 
tillery,  invite  to  endeavors  to  extend  its  utility. 
So  copious  an  addition  to  our  substitutes  for  cane 
sugar,  in  the  form  of  a  sweetening-  treacle,  and  of 
so  exquisite  a  fiavor,  would  be  very  valuable^  if 
it  could  be  rendered  conveniently  attainable. 

The  ancient  fermented  liquors,  made  of  honey, 
call  metheglin,  and  mead,  are  not  mentioned  in 
any  of  the  returns,  though  they  have  been  iopff 
mMcin  theUniled  State»— the  former  in  consiir' 
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ertble  aimntities.  They  would  fairly  contribute 
to  swell  the  aggregate  value  of  our  household 
manufRCtures. 

DUtiUed  Spiriis. — Numerous  and  valuable  im- 
provements in  this  manufacture  have  been  ef- 
fected. By  making  spirits  of  sixth  proof,  (Jamaica 
rum  and  French  brandv  being  only  fourth  proof,) 
the  transportation  of  American  distilled  spirits, 
fron^  distant  interior  places,  is  effected  upon  more 
favorable  terms,  according  to  the  value,  or  a 
lower  rate  per  centum.  The  erapyreumatic  oil 
U  frequently  and  easily  extracted  by  a  patented 
operation,  and  the  bad  flavor  6f  ill  tasted  spirits 
is  taken  off.  The  quantity  of  distilled  spirits  re- 
ported, is  25,804,792  gallons,  equal  to  234,589 
puncheons,  of  about  110  gallons  each,  very  far 
esKeeding  all  the  West  Indian  and  South  Amer- 
ican rum,  or  spirits,  and  molasses,  of  every  for- 
eign Power.  Our  manufacture  of  spirits  is  partly 
from  foreign  and  American  molasses,  oats^  Indian 
corn,  buckwheat,  wheat,  and  potatoes,  but  princi- 
pally from  rye,  apples,  and  peaches.  The  com* 
parative  importance  of  this  distillery  will  be  more 
clearly  understood,  when  it  is  known  that  the 
amount  of  all  the  rum  and  spirits  imported  from 
the  British  colonies,  into  England,  in  1785,  was 
18,184  casks,  of  110  gallons  each.  It  is  true,  that 
there  was  a  considerable  exportation  from  the 
British  West  Indies  to  the  United  States,  some 
to  the  Northern  British  colonies^  and  a  little  in 
other  directions.  But  the  American  distillery,  at 
present,  very  far  exceeds  the  whole.  It  will  cer- 
tainly contmue  to  receive  considerable  support 
from  foreign  consumption. 

The  unobserved  rapidity  of  the  growth  of  the 
grain  distillery,  combining  with  the  extension  of 
the  brewery,  and  with  the  increased  consumption 
of  the  various  meals,  by  the  manufacturers,  and 
the  modem  cultivations  of  cotton  and  sugar,  have 
greatly  contributed  to  maintain  the  high  prices 
of  wheat  and  Indian  corn  :  for,  the  rye  and  barley, 
which  have  been  raised  for  the  distillery  and 
brewery,  have  employed  a  proportional  part  of 
the  cleared  land  and  labor  of  the  country.  But, 
as  our  objects  of  cultivation  have  increased  id 
number,  and  continue  to  increase,  and  as  grain 
will  be  raised  in  a  less  proportion,  according  to 
our  population,  and  our  manufacturers,  cotton 
growers,  sugar  planters,  and  cattle  farmers,  will 
require  large  supplies,  the  original  necessity  for 
the  grain  distillery  will  decrease.  Cider,  and 
wines  of  the  grape  and  currant,  will,  at  the  same 
time,  increase,  and  will  materially  interfere  with 
the  ffrain  distillery  by  their  rivalsbip,  and  by  their 
employment  of  a  portion  of  our  industry.  The 
distillery  of  the  potato  is  said  to  be  very  profita- 
ble and  increasing,  and  the  flavor  may  be  im- 
proved by  the  extraction  of  the  empyreumatic 
Oil,  in  the  patented  manner,  as  very  profitable. 
Itnd  as  moralizing  rivals  of  distilled  spirits.  All 
the  other  drinks,  such  as  fermented  malt  liquors, 
cider,  currant  wine,  perry,  and  grape  wine,  are 
respectfully  conceived  to  merit  a  sanctioned  in- 
Yestigation,  and  perspicuous  display,  for  the  use 
of  the  people. 
Chemical  PreparatUm».—Thit  branth  of  man- 
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ufactures  has  been  a  great  source  of  profit  in  Hoi* 
land,  Germany,  Ghreat  Britain,  and  France.  Oar 
rapid  and  very  great  attainments  in  it  are  evi* 
dences  of  the  enterprise  of  our  citizens  in  trade 
and  business,  and  of  their  progress  in  science  and 
useful  knowledge.  The  suear  refinery,  distillery, 
and  brewery,  may  be  considered  as  ancient  and 
important  parts  of  this  brancb ;  but  the  Operations, 
to  which  reference  is  most  particularly  intended, 
are  those  of  the  proper  chemist's  laboratories,  for 
drugs,  medicines,  tinctures,  extracts,  dyes,  and 
pigments.  These  have  been  extended  withffreat 
skill  and  profit.  The  works,  the  capital,  and  the 
talents,  which  are  constantly  added  to  this  busi- 
ness, insure  its  permanency  and  success. 

Soon  after  the  acquisition  of  the  Southern  lead 
raines^  establishments,  to  make  pigments  of  that 
material,  were  erected,  in  one  season,  sufficient, 
with  the  new  shot  factories,  to  employ  that  por- 
tion of  the  addition  which  was  lilcely  to  reach 
the  Atlantic  ports.  Red  and  white  lead  and 
patent  yellow  are  now  made  in  very  considerable 
quantities,  and,  operating  with  the  other  manu- 
factories of  the  same  raw  material  or  metal,  oc- 
casion a  demand  upon  the  miners  and  the  mer- 
chants for  much  more  than  they  supply.  Besides 
these,  a  great  number  and  variety  of  other  prepa- 
rations of  paints,  drugs,  tinctures,  extracts,  ic. 
are  constantly  made,  so  as  to  interfere  with  the 
importations,  in  some  instances,  and  to  prevent 
them  in  others.  The  practitioners  of  phasic,  va- 
rious artists,  and  builders,  derive  great  assistance, 
in  their  respective  operations,  from  these  manu- 
factures, and,  by  a  selection  of  faithful  makers, 
have  it  in  their  power  to  avoid  those  fraudulent 
and  pernicious  deceptions,  which  few  importers 
can  detect,  and  none  con  entirely  prerent.  It 
would  be  favorable  to  morals,  to  the  public  health 
and  interest,  and  to  the  internal  and  external 
trades.  If  these  and  other  manufactures,  liable  to 
adulteration,  were  required  to  be  sold  with  evi- 
dence of  the  maker's  name. 

Bricki  and  Brick  CEay.— There  are  very  great 
quantities  of  brick  clay,  or  common  potters'  clay, 
in  the  United  States;  and  in  numberless  situa- 
tions adjacent  to  abundant  woods  and  forests, 
and  frequently  to  fossil  coal.  These  clays  are 
very  generally  impregnated  with  iron,  and,  there- 
fore the  bricks,  tiles,  and  potters'  wares,  usually 
become  red  when  burned.  The  implemenu,  uten* 
sils,  and  instruments,  employed  in  the  manuftie- 
ture  of  bricks,  have  been  considerably  improved, 
so  as  to  make  very  good  and  handsome  work, 
with  great  despatch,  saving  labor.  The  pottery 
beinp^  effected  by  preparatory  horse  mills  and 
turning  machines,  we  save  the  time  and  work  of 
the  operators,  and  give  regularity  to  the  form  of 
their  wares.  Twenty* two  labor-saving  projects 
have  been  offered  in  brick  making  alone.  This 
beneficial  principle  thus  frequently  occurs  in  a 
branch  which  does  not  at  first  view  appear  sus« 
ceptible  of  the  advantage  of  labor-saving  ma- 
chinery. A  horse  milt  might  be  made  to  turn  a 
number  of  potters'  forming  wheels.  Red  hearth 
tiles,  of  a  very  nice  quality,  are  made;  the  clay 
might  be  freed  from  extraneous  matter,  and  pre 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ma? 


JKtpm/i  ^  iinmt/octaw. 


par«d  in  iiiGuld«,  pUin,  flatad,  or  figured.  4o  as 
to  be  formed  into  tablets,  facies,  ooliunne,  pilastrea, 
and  other  ornamental  matters,  of  the  same  color 
as  the  general  brick  work.  The  marble  now 
Vised  for  such  things,  would  be  left  for  other  and 
more  convenient  or  necessary  purposes.  The 
official  returns  of  manufactures  of  bricks  are 
everywhere  ?ery  defective,  and  in  most  places 
these  simple  manafactures  are  entirely  omitted. 
There  is  some  eiportation,  and  much  coasting 
trade,  in  bricks  and  various  tiles  for  masonry. 
The  use  of  unburned  bricks,  and  wails  composed 
of  large  regular  pieces  of  earth,  and  earth  and 
sand  worked  into  an  adhesive  state,  with  and 
without  lime,  has  been  adopted  in  some  places. 
Pricks  cannot  be  imported  without  a  loss.  The 
few  that  arrive  are  brought  as  ballast,  and  do  not 
injure  the  American  manufactory. 

The  Pottery, — The  manufacture  of  ordinary 
ware^  of  cpmmon  potters'  clay,  is  vcf  y  much  ex- 
tended in  the  United  States.  It  is  of  great  use 
ta  dairies,  kitchens,  larders,  store  rooms,  sale 
stares,  and  manufactories.  Crucibles  are  made 
in  several  places.  Black  lead  is  redondaot.  Some 
oiaoufacturea  of  potters'  ware,  of  qualities  fit  to 
•ul^^itute  for  queens'  ware,  or  British  Stafford- 
shire ware,  have  been  established.  The  manu- 
(aeture  of  the  common  potters'  ware,  of  clay, 
wbicb  becomes  red  in  the  kiln,  is  capable  of 
improvement,  by  judgment  in  the  choice  of  clay, 
and  skill  in  preparing  it;  also  in  the  formation, 
l^lazing,  and  ornaments.  Within  a  few  years, 
more  numerous,  and  better  veins  of  potters'  clay 
liave  been  discovered,  in  consequence  of  the  at- 
tention to  manufactures,  than  had  been  observed 
during  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries, 
which  have  elapsed  since  the  settlement  of  North 
America.  The  snirit  of  improvement  in  every 
'branch  of  internal  industry,  affects  the  establish- 
ment of  manufactures  as  rapidly  as  the  ascer- 
taining and  making  known  the  suitable  qualities 
«f  materials,  in  convenient  situations,  take  place. 
Svery  kind  of  fuel  is  abundant,  the  clays  are  Aot 
^deficient,  and  some  workmen  arise,  and  others 
mrrive  among  us,  from  various  countries.  The 
freigbt,  cost  of  packages,  breakage,  other  charges 
and  loMes,  on  potters'  ware,  are  very  gr^t. 

The  lead  colored  potters'  ware,  ouen  called 
stqna  ware,  is  also  maide  of  clay,  and  salt,  and  pot 
aab.  It  is  of  the  same  kind  which  was  formerly 
imported  from.  Holland,  at  a  very  great  expense. 
This  manufacture  is  from  a  clay  which  does  not 
become  red  in  the  kiln. 

As  the  establishmeRt  of  {>otterie8  has  succeeded 
in  the  Atlantic  counties,  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  tbey  wiU  be  more  beneficial  in  the  interior 
and  western  districts,  where  fuel,  grounds,  and 
building  materials,  are  cheap,  and  where  the 
bceakage  and  expenses  of  transportation  of  foreign 
ware,  over  land,  occasion  the  prices  of  the  un- 
broken to  be  excessive.  It  is  affirmed,  in  the 
•trongest  manner,  by  persons  of  judgment  and 
akill,  that  the  requuite  clays  and  flints  for  the 
branches  of  the  pottery,  called  English  china  and 
queens'  ware,  are  ve^  far  beyond  any  possible 
wants  of  this  country,  for  internal  consumption 


or  exportation*    The  Vermont  clay  is  held  in 
much  estimation. 

There  is  no  manufacture  for  which  tkis  coun- 
try is  now  more  perfectly  prepared  than,  for  those 
of  potters'  and  glass  wares,  nor  is  it  probable  tbtt 
the  progress  of  any  other  manufactures  will  be 
henceforth  so  rapid;  the  consumptioa  is  very 
great  and  increasiag. 

Glase.^The  manufacture  of  glass  has  made, 
till  of  late,  a  slow  but  considerable  progress*  It 
has  been,  however,  astonishing,  that  an  nr tide  so 
costly  in  the  importation,  so  much  subjected  to 
loss  oy  breaking,  in  the  importaiion  and  in  the 
transportation  over  land,  and  so  universal  in  its 
consumption,  has  not  madea^pid  progress  in 
the  Western  and  midland,  and  even  in  t^e  At- 
lantic sections  of  so  well- wopded  a  country,  ,so 
full  of  the  materials*  Wood  fuel,  and  coase- 
quently  alkaline  salts,  are  to  be  procured  with  a 
profit,  because  the  lands  from  which  a  glass 
manufacturer  or  potter  should  take  tbeon,  wouU 
be  greatly  increased  in  value  by  the  removal  of 
the  wood.  The  diffusion  of  the  knowledge  o( 
this  art  by  examination,  statement,  eaf ravings^ 
and  instruction,  would  produce  muck  gaia  in  the 
United  Slates.  Our  inexhaustible  stock  of  wood 
actually  cumbers  much  excellent  soil,  and  sus- 
pends ito  cultivation  and  production.  Fossil  coal 
is  abundant  in  several  extensive  districts*  Large 
tracts  of  land,  convenient  to  the  materials,  cov- 
ered with  wood,  and  accommpdated  with  water, 
are  purchasable  upon  very  low  terms,  and  on 
even  long  credits. 

Seven  of  the  States  and  districu  made  returns 
of  twenty-three  or  more  glass  maaufactortes,  in 
1810,  making  glass  of  materials  lying  everywhere 
on  the  surface  of  the  earth-*a  vast  proportion  of 
which  is  unused.  The  amount  of  goods  made 
was  $1,046,004.  When  this  fact  is  considered, 
and  the  encouragement  given  to  manufactures  by 
the  state  of  things  since  ISIO,  by  the  new  dutiesy 
and  by  the  war,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  ne- 
cessary and  convenient  part  of  the  glass  manufac- 
tory  is  rapidly  becomii^  sufficient  6>r  oar  con- 
sumption. The  whple  value  of  the  British  glass 
manufactory,  in  the  year  1783,  was  ooasideied  Co 
be  $2,800,000  for  eleven  millions  of  pe^pla;  yet 
they  exported  coasideraUy  to  belaud^  theic  colo- 
nies, and  to  the  United  States.  It  appears  that 
our  glass  works  in  1810,  were  far  more  nomeroas 
and  productive  than  was  than  supposed.  New 
works  have  been  since  erected*  There  are  great 
savings  and  large  profits  to  a  number  of  the  Amer* 
ican  glass  a^anufadurers,  arising  from  their  ob- 
taining buildings,  materials,  fuel,  and  produee, 
from  the  lands  they  purchased,  at  very  low  prices, 
fpr  those  works,  and  from  the  sure  and  steady  ia* 
crease  in  the  value  of  lands  so  (turchafed  in  the 
United  States.  The  consiant  tmprovemfmt  in 
the  style  of  the  buildings  in  this  cpiintry«  the  erec- 
tion of  houses  in  new  towns,  and  on  new  farnu, 
the  extension  of  these  into  interior  sittutions,  the 
improvement  of  the  glass  manufactory  itself,  aiid 
the  export  trade,  assure  to  the  glass  manufiictorers 
in  the  United  Sutes,  a  good,  steady,  and  increaa- 
ing  deinand. 
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It  is  manifesc  that  the  United  States  have  made 
jeat  progress  in  the  manufactory  of  fermented 
iquorsi  and  it  is  believed  that  their  lessened  pro- 
portioned attention  to  the  bread  grains,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  cottooj  tobacco,  sugar,  and  indigo 
cultivations,  horse,  sheep,  and  cattle  farming  and 
mining,  will  occasion  more  future  activity  in  the 
brewer's,  farmer's,  and  housewife's  manufacture 
of  fermented  liquors,  which  will  greatlv  increase 
the  demand  for  glass  bottles.  Many  ola  an4.  new 
branches  of  manufacture  also  demand  large  num- 
bers of  those  vessels.  Our  increasing  population 
requires  a  constant  addition.  We  have  not  yet 
discovered  any  considerable  quantity  of  tin,  which 
is  one  of  the  materials  to  ma^e  pewter,  and  our 
Summers  incline  the  people  to  use  glass  drinkinjg^ 
cuj>s,  (which  are  indeed  preferably  from  their 
facility  to  be  quickly  apd  nicely  cleaned)  to  any 
other  drinking  vessel.  The  people  of  this  coun- 
try will,  therefore,  always  be  great  consumers 
both  of  the  useful  and  elegant  glass  wares.  The 
importation  of  hollow  glass  ware,  and  looking 
glass  plates,  is  extremely  expensive,  especially  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  interior. 

SUk, — The  steady  and  increased  application  to 
the  prevalent  household  manufactures  has  pre- 
vented any  considerable  attention  to  breeding  silk 
worms.  Our  manufacture  of  silk,  from  the  im- 
mediate production  of  the  worm  in  America,  is 
verjr  small.  It  is  chiefly  from  foreign  silk,  and 
foreign  silk  thread ;  which  last  is  wrought  into 
fringe,  tassels^  buttons,  and  other  fancy  goods  of 
taste  and  fashion,  and  is  used  in  making  up  cloth- 
ing and  furniture. 

The  most  interesting  manufacture  of  silk  for 
the  United  States,  is  that  of  bolting  cloths  for  our 
flour  mills.  There  are  no  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  procuring  enough  of  the  raw  material  to  manu- 
facture this  necessary  class  of  silk  goods.  It  is 
true  that  importation  may  be  expected  certainly 
to  furnbh  the  quantity  of  those  cloths  which  we 
shall  want.  But  the  peculiar  value,  or  rather  the 
indispensable  necessity  for  this  commodity,  ren- 
ders It  desirable  to  bold  it  up  in  the  most  striking 
point  of  view.  Holland,  without  any  particular 
advatitage  over  us  in  the  manufacture,  and  in 
some  respects  less  prepared  for  it  than  we  are, 
has  been  induced, probably  by  her  numerous  flour 
mills,  and  the  pronts  she  derived  from  the  manu- 
facture of  bolting  cloths,  to  enter  into  it  in  a  greater 
degree,  in  proportion  to  her  population,  than  any 
other  nation.  The  general  silk  gauze  manufac- 
ture, of  which  this  may  be  considered  as  a  branch, 
has  very  much  declined;  so  that  experienced 
weavers  might  be  drawn  to  America  in  any  re- 
quisite number.  The  necessary  importation  of 
raw  silk  can  always  be  made,  if  other  objects 
should  continue  to  employ  private  families.  The 
infirmaries  on  the  Southern  estates,  which  have 
been  already  mentioned,  would  be  convenient 
places  for  breeding  silk  worms.  The  climates  of 
our  region  of  colored  population  are  those  of  the 
great  silk  countries,  and  persons  well  enough  to 
move  with  comfort  may  tend  the  silk  worm. 
Connecticut  has  done  much  in  the  production  of 
the  proper  mulberry  tree  and  of  the  silk,  as  well 


as  in  the  manufacture  of  cloths  of  silk,  though  in 
a  colder  climate  than  those  of  the  worm  in  Europe 
and  Asia.  This  worm  does  well  in  dry  countries. 
From  such  facts  our  capacity  in  the  silk  busineas 
may  he  coosidered  as  common  toagreat  number 
of  the  States. 

It  appears  that  countries  so  successful  in  com- 
merce and  manufactures,  and  parts  of  those  coun- 
tries so  populous  and  extensive,  prosecute  with 
such  steadiness  the  production  and  nHiuufactur0 
of  silk,  that  the  subject  must  be  worthy  of  a  more 
profound  and  nainute  examination,  than  has  yet 
been  applied  to  it  in  the  United  States.  Betweeii 
the  Southern  extremities  of  Italy,  Greece,  and 
Spain,  which,  being  peninsular^  are  probably  of 
the  warmth  of  our  State  of  Louisiana,  to  the  lat- 
itude of  Presburg,  in  Hungary,  which  neaJrIjr 
corresponds  in  temperature  with  that  of  Balti- 
more, in  Maryland,  are  found  the  innumerable  silfc 
worms  of  France.  Spain,  Hungary,  Qermaiiy, 
Switzerland,  Lonibaray,  Italy,  and  Turkey.  In 
most  of  those  eountrie^  the  merchants,  the  man- 
ufacturers, and  the  householders,  pay  a  great  and 
increasing  attention  to  the  production  and  com* 
merce  of  unmanufactured  and  manufactured  silks, 
of  every  description  and  quality^.  Similar  facts 
occur  in  the  correspondins  climates  of  Asia.  la 
many  of  those  regions  of  the  ancient  and  modern 
manufacturing  and  trading  nations,  the  produc- 
tion, manufacture,  and  commerce,  of  silk,  have 
been  pursued  through  a  long  series  of  ages.  They 
are  maintained  at  the  greatest  known  height,  at 
the  present  time,  when  rival  productions,  manu- 
factures, and  trades,  constantly  employ  an  im- 
mense mass  of  capital  and  population.  It  is  true, 
also  that  there  are,  or  have  been,  in  Great  Britain, 
the  whole  of  the  Netherlands,  and  many  parts'  of 
Germany,  which  do  not  produce  silk,  very  consid-^ 
erable  manufactures  of  that  raw  material,  which 
they  import  from  Italy,  Turkey,  and  India.  These 
facts  satisfactorily  prove,  that  the  production  of 
a  surplus  of  silk  is  profitable  in  some  countries, 
and  that  the  manufacture  of  that  surplfs  is  found 
to  be  advantageous  to  other  countries,  which  do 
not  produce  that  material.  The  Governments 
and  people  of  the  United  States  cannot  observa 
without  impression  our  constant  importations  of 
foreign  silk  goods,  in  parcels,  amonntinff|  some- 
times, on  board  of  a  single  vessel,  to  six  hundred 
packages.  There  does  not  occur  to  reooUectipn 
any  employment  so  suitable  for  the  depreplt, 
the  valetudinarian,  and  the  aged  part  of  the  na- 
tional population.  It  appearsj  also,  to  be  compat- 
ible with  the  pursuits  of^  all  persons  who  rardr 
go  abroad,  and  with  those  of  such  as  can  make  tt 
convenient  to  remain  generally  at  home.  SiQc 
is  so  easily  and  abundantly  producible^  that  it  i$ 
found  to  be  the  most  economical  clothing  of  the 
poor  of  China.  It  requires  no  ownership  nor 
tenancy  of  soil.  There  are  some  prepossessions 
against  the  production  ofsilk  in  the  United  States, 
but  the  pursuit  of  it  has  been  so  long  continued 
in  many  countries,  and  the  results  are  so  consid- 
erable, that  it  is  much  doubted  whether  the  sub- 
ject is  correctly  estimated.  A  complete  exami- 
nation of  it,  throughout  its  districu  of  foreifpa 
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production,  manufactare,  and  commerce,  with 
the  relatire  examinations  in  our  own  countrv, 
with  the  proper  application  of  (he  whole,  would 
be  a  useful  service. 

Salt. — The  manufacture  of  salt,  from  springs  in 
the  interior  country,  is  very  imperfectly  returned. 
New  York  is  understood  to  return  about  300,000 
bushels  per  annum,  and  it  is  represented  that  the 
quantity  can  be  increased.  The  Ouabache  Saline 
made,  in  1809,  about  130,000  bushels,  of  which 
there  is  no  return.  Other  salt  springs  hare  been 
discovered  on  the  banks  of  the  Kenhawa.  The 
manufacture  of  salt,  (and  that  of  glauber  salts, 
which  are  procured  in  the  progress  of  the  work,} 
on  the  seacoast,  is  considerable  and  increasing, 
and  has  been  very  favorably  affected  by  a  recent 
discovery.  The  flowing  or  the  sea  near  to  Cape 
Henlopen,  in  the  Delaware  State,  occasions  a 
collection  of  salt  water  in  a  great  sandy  pan,  or 
extensive  shallow  cavitv.  In  this  cavity  the 
evaporation  of  qpuch  of  the  water  appears  to  take 
place,  while  the  remainder  is  absorbed  by  the 
sand.  This  occasions  the  saltness  of  the  absorbed 
part  to  be  much  increased.  That  briney  water 
IS  Subject  to  further  evaporation,  till  it  reaches  a 
clayey  bottom^  which  lies  under  the  sand.  By 
uncovering  this  clay  bottom  in  places,  and  making 
short  trenches  in  it,  opportunity  is  given  for  the 
evaporated  water  to  pass  into  them.  When  taken 
in  vessels  from  these  trenches,  the  water  is  found 
to  be  strong  enough  to  float  an  egg,  and  of  course 
produces  a  much  greater  proportion  of  salt  than 
the  common  sea  water.  Sometimes  this  water 
from  the  trenches  Is  converted  into  salt  by  mere 
evaporation.  On  the  French  Atlantic  coast,  such 
clayey  bottoms  occur  in  the  salt  district,  and  are 
highly  valued. 

It  IS  said  that  such  great  pans,  or  shallow 
cavities,  or  receptacles  of  sea  water,  are  numer- 
ous along  the  coasts  of  the  United  States.  They 
ought  to  be  brought  into  immediate  use,  as  in 
Europe. 

The  salt  works  at  Cape  Henlopen  are  stated  to 
produce  nearly  2,000  bushels  per  week,  or  100,000 
bushels  per  annum.  Only  a  small  part  was  re- 
ported in  1810  in  the  Delaware  return.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  the  increase  has  been  so  considerable 
as  to  amount  to  the  quantity  now  mentioned. 
This  new  advantage  in  salt  works  may  not  only 
occasion  a  great  extension  of  the  manufacture, 
but  may  nroduce  savings  of  labor  and  fuel.  It  is 
possible  tnat  situations  remote  from  the  mouths 
of  great  rivers  may  be  most  favorable  for  salt 
works,  as  the  sea  water  is  perhaps  less  briney 
where  a  great  body  of  fresh  water  is  disembogued. 
Islands  are  found  best  on  the  coast  of  Europe. 
It  may  not  be  amiss  to  consider  the  temperature 
of  places,  on  that  coast,  where  salt  is  manufac- 
tured. Cadiz,  Lisbon,  and  the  south  of  Prance, 
(no  part  of  which  is  less  than  A29  and  2&  North,) 
may  be  considered  as  the  great  sources  of  salt  on 
the  continent  of  Europe.  The  coasts  and  islands 
of  Georgia,  and  the  shores  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
appear  to  be  much  more  favorable  for  the  manu- 
facture of  salt  than  the  southern  districts  of 
France,  and  situations  upon  the  Gulf  seem  more  * 


likely  to  be  suitable  than  the  vicinities  of  Lisbon 
and  St.  Ubes.  so  far  as  depends  on  temperature. 
Long  droughts  and  a  climate  of  a  general  dry 
character  roust  favor  the  manufacture.  Fuel  in 
abundance  can  be  procured  in  America,  where 
the  manufacture  by  solar  heat  is  not  yet  found  to 
be  practicable. 

It  is  probable  that  the  manufacture  of  the  best 
pearl  ashes,  out  of  the  common  ashes  produced  by 
fires -of  the  salt  makers,  might  conduce  to  the 
profits  of  salt  works.  It  ought  to  be  remembered 
that  the  ashes  of  the  pine  and  all  other  terebin- 
thine  woods  are  considered  as  unfit  for  the  ordi- 
nary manufacture  of  pot  ash. 

Other  wholesome  and  agreeable  antiseptics 
are  substitutes  for  salt,  and  are  sufficiently  rela- 
tive to  a  competent  manufactured  supply  of  salt 
to  merit  suggestion.  A  considerable  portion  of 
brown  or  unrefined  sugar,  or  of  molasses,  rubbed 
on  meat  intended  to  be  pickled,  or  coarse  sugar 
or  molasses,  mixed  with  the  salt  and  water  in 
certain  proportions,  with  or  without  saltpetre,  is 
known  to  Contribute  to  preserve  meat,  and  to 
prevent  its  growing  hard.  This  is  a  well  tried 
fact,  highly  interesting  to  everybody,  when  salt 
is  scarce  and  dear,  and  it  is  peculiarly  so  to  the 
owners  of  sugar  maple  lands.  To  this  method  of 
saving  salt,  or  lessening  the  demand  for  it,  may  be 
added  the  adoption  of  the  practice  in  Canada,  and 
in  some  parts  and  families  of  the  United  States,  of 
placing  meat  in  a  situation  to  be  frozen,  and  to 
be  retained  in  that  state  while  it  is  kept,  in  Win- 
ter, for  family  consumption.  Ice  houses  have 
the  same  eflfect  upon  the  economy  of  salt,  in  the 
warmest  seasons,  and  merit  the  consideration  of 
the  farmers.  They  are  built  of  logs  from  our 
woods,  below  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and  <^ 
logs  and  a  very  thick  and  close  thatch,  above  the 
surface,  for  a  very  small  value  of  labor,  and  less 
of  materials. 

Iiis  a  good  operation,  in  manufactures,  to  make 
substitutes  for  such  things  as  cannot  be  obtained 
in  sufficient  quantities.  If,  therefore,  maple  sugar 
and  maple  molasses  shall  be  made  use  of  to  per- 
form a  part  of  the  antiseptic  and  preservative 
operations  of  marine  salt,  and  are.  as  we  know, 
of  a  less  scorbutic  tendency,  it  is  a  great  point 
gained.  To  make  salt  less  necessary,  by  the 
use  of  the  maple  or  cane  sugar,  or  molasses,  by 
freezing  meat,  and  by  ice  houses,  is  equal  to  the 
effect  of  manufacturing  salt  in  greateir  quantities. 

It  may  be  useful  to  remark,  that  the  parU  of 
the  coast  of  France  where  the  greatest  quantities 
of  salt  are  made,  by  the  operation  of  the  sun,  are 
the  coast  of  Britanny,  Sainteuze,  and  the  country 
of  Auois,  the  most  northern  of  which  is  of  the 
temperature  of  our  Virginia  coast.  They  manu- 
facture salt  by  fire,  as  far  north  as  the  mouth  of 
the  Seine. 

Cannon  and  Muskets.—The  quantity  of  iron 
cannon  wanted  has  not,  for  a  long  time,  been  a 
matter  of  any  difficulty  to  procure;  the  price  be- 
ing stipulated,  so  as  to  induce  to  the  undertaking, 
the  commodity  is  obtainable  with  certainty,  it 
has  been  already  mentioned,  that  the  most  ap- 
proved practice  is  to  cast  them  in  the  solid  man- 
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ner,  with  a  spruce  bead,  which,  it  is  supposed,  oc- 
casions a  more  perfect  formation  of  a  compact 
piece  of  ordnance,  and  is  considered  as  condu- 
cing highly  to  its  goodness,  at  and  near  the  muzzle. 
The  gun  is  then  set  in  machinery,  which  turns  it 
with  a  pressure  towards  a  fixed  instrument;  this 
bores  a  calibre  in  the  solid  gun-form  mass  of  iron, 
with  great  exactness  and  beauty. 

Cannon  are  constantly^  manufactured,  when 
demanded,  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  in  the 
public  armories  of  the  Union,  and  of  the  States, 
and  on  contracts,  and  for  sale  to  associations  of 
citizens,  and  to  individual  purchasers,  for  use  at 
home,  or  for  exportation.  Of  these  very  consid- 
erable operations,  there  are  some  specific  returns 
for  1810,  under  the  heads  of  *^  gun  makers,"  and 
"  boring-mills,"  and  it  is  presumed  there  are  some 
include  under  that  of  iron  foundries.  The  pub- 
lic armories,  and  their  manuDEustures,  are  nax  par- 
ticularly noticed  in  the  returns ;  they  are  men- 
tioned, as  of  1810  also,  in  your  report,  in  part. 

The  improvements  in  the  manufacture  of  steel, 
and  the  experience  in  the  general  manufacture  of 
arms,  with  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  and  above 
alL  tne  evidences  Uom  the  operations  of  individ- 
uals, of  the  States,  and  of  the  Union,  under  va- 
rious administrations,  that  the  expense  and  trou- 
ble of  a  judicious  and  rigorous  inspection  are 
required  to  be  surely  and  effectually  provided  for, 
have  made  favorable  changes  in  the  condition  of 
this  important  branch  of  our  manufactures.  But  it 
appears  highly  worthy  of  consideration,  whether, 
after  a  proper  notice,  military  guns  or  pistols  should 
be  allowed  to  be  sold,  without  the  evidences  of 
the  inspection  of  a  sworn  and  responsible  officer. 
Th^e  are  manufactures  which  obvious  consid- 
erations require  to  be  placed  under  a  regimen,  so 
well  devised,  and  so  strictly  executed,  as  to  pre- 
vent deception,  and  its  most  evil  consequences. 
The  numerous  facts  which  have  occurred  fully 
prove  that  unfaithful,  or  unskilful,  or  at  least  in- 
sufficient work  in  this  branch,  is  confined  to  no 
time,  noplace,  no  nation,  no  cost. 

The  Fine  Arts  and  the  Sciencee. — The  works  of 
human  genius  and  cultivation,  which  belong  to 
the  elegant  and  magnificent  class  of  the  arts,  have 
a  very  considerable  effect  upon  the  convenience, 
utility,  and  profits,  of  those  things,  which  are 
usually  called  manufactures. 

A  knowledge  of  architecture  is  necessary  even 
to  the  cheapness  of  construction— geometry, 
which  is  the  scientific  basis  of  architecture,  teacn- 
ing  the  operator  that,  as  a  square  contains  the 
largest  area  within  a  certain  extent  of  uncurved 
ottUines,  so  the  walls  of  a  square  building  are  less 
costly  than  those  of  any  other  right-lined  edifice. 
The  strength  of  the  arch  is  taught  in  like  man- 
ner. An  analysis  of  beauty  instructs  us  in  the 
grounds  of  ornatnents  of  curved  lines. 

The  fine  arts,  particularly  painting  and  sculp- 
ture, have  beautined  the  manufactures  of  alabas- 
ter, marble,  clay,  plaster,  and  metals,  and  of  wool 
linen,  cotton,  and  leather.  The  fine  porcelain  of 
France  and  Saxony,  the  statues  and  paintings  of 
Greece  and  Rome,  the  modern  imitations  of  them 
in  paintings,  statues,  and  casta,  the  elegant  min- 


iatures of  alabaster,  its  various  flowers  and  orna- 
ments, the  improvements  in  the  composition  and 
in  the  pottery  of  wedgewood,  the  imitations  of 
the  antique  vases  and  figures  in  various  ffold  and 
silver  ornaments  and  utensils,  and  indeedof  brass, 
the  tapestry  of  the  Gobelines,  embroidery,  bro- 
cading, dying,  engraving,  and  the  printing  of  lin- 
en, cotton,  and  silken  cloths,  are  amooff  the  nu- 
merous examples  that  crowd  upon  the  mind. 
The  fluctuatibns  and  disorders  of  the  Old  World 
have  occasioned  innumerable  transfers  of  th^  in- 
struments, the  libraries,  the  models,  the  works, 
tht  agents,  and  the  lovers,  of  the  fine  arts,  from 
thence  to  the  United  States.  This  truth  is  aa 
simple,  absolute,  and  well  known,  as  the  transfer 
hither  of  merino  flocks,  and  of  manufactures  of 
fioe  wool,  from  their  proper  original  countries. 
The  effects  of  such  transfers  of  much  that  was 
necessary  for  the  interesting  cultivation  of  the 
fine  arts,  either  in  their  distinct  and  separate 
character  and  form,  or  as  pleasing  and  beneficial 
auxiliaries  to  the  useful  arts  and  manufacturet| 
are  manifest  to  the  attentive  observer.  A  numer- 
ous body  of  professors  and  instructors,  in  music, 
painting,  sculpture,  architecture,  and  all  the  finer 
branches  of  human  skill  and  iodustryj  of  a  char- 
acter, in  their  respective  arts  and  sciences,  very 
far  indeed  above  the  colonial  schools,  and  such, 
in  numbers,  in  standing,  and  in  talents,  as  nothing 
but  the  agitated  state  of  Europe  could  so  early 
have  induced  or  driveu  hither,  are  seen  in  all  our 
principal  cities.  Even  by  the  musical  branch, 
light  as  it  may  appear  to  many,  the  useful  arts 
have  been  improved.  The  manufacture  of  every 
instrument,  from  the  organ  to  the  fife,  involving 
considerable  science,  exempts  us  from  the  costs 
and  expenses  of  importation,  and  the  exhibition 
of  the  Panharmontcon  has  diffused  instruction^ 
in  an  electric  style  through  every  attentive  mind, 
gifted  with  mechanical  ulent,  or  opened  by  edu- 
cation, in  that  branch  of  knowledge.'*' 

The  advantages  of  military  architecture,  by 
land  and  sea,  are  perfectly  obvious.  It  involves 
much  and  various  art  and  science.  Our  display 
of  skill  in  construction  for  the  naval  department 
is  not  surpassed,  whether  it  be  tested  by  prompti- 
tude of  exertion,  shortness  of  vovages,  exemption 
from  foundering,  preservation  from  the  danger* 
of  a  lee  shore,  salety  in  retreat  from  a  superior 
foe,  forcing  an  adversary  into  action,  or  the  all- 
important  workings  of  our  ships  of  warMhrough- 
out  the  time  of  actual  enffagement.  The  con- 
struction and  equipment  of  a  ship  require  much 
art  and  science.  They  involve  the  use  and  ben- 
efits of  the  curious  mystery  of  the  magnet,  those 
of  the  discovery  of  the  compass,  the  science  of 
chemistry  in  regard  to  theseneration,  refioement, 
and  composition  of  nitre,  tlie  purification  of  sul- 
phur, the  preparation  of  carbon,  aod  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  whole ;  the  doctrines  of  matter  and 
motion,  and  of  pneumatics  and  projectiles ;  the 
principles  and  practice  of  geometry  and  mechan- 


*  The  conception  and  the  execution  of  this  carious 
and  oompiicated  machine  are  veiy  strong  evidenoss  of 
genitts,  and  practical  mechanical  talents. 
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ies,  teulptore  in  tike  formiitiOQ  of  the  held  and 
ornftmenlft— a  beantifol.  extended,  and  peealiar 
spaitnetry ;  and  varioaa  other  matters  in  the  tioe 
and  superior  arts  and  sciences. 

The  improved  state  of  our  manufactures,  with 
their  btiiidings,  materials,  ingredients,  composi- 
tions, instruments,  and  mechanism,  iuTolres  a 
knowledge  and  a  practice,  in  wide  circles  of  the 
fine  arts,  and  of  nearly  all  the  sciences. 

In  ^c  branches  of  sculpture,  the  United  States 
exhibit  some  works  of  merit,  and  of  greater  prom- 
ise. In  the  useful  part  of  the  engraving  depart- 
ment, our  progress  has  been  rapid  and  consider- 
able, because  there  is  a  demand  for  the  works  of 
the  artists.  It  has  been  accompanied  by  inven- 
tion, evincing  genius.  In  the  ornamental  and 
degant  part  of  sculpture,  enough  has  appeared 
tn  prove  that  we  have  the  art,  if  occasions  shall 
draw  it  into  frequent  action.  In  wood,  there  are 
very  honorable  evidences  of  native  talent,  in  va- 
rious works  of  Uste  and  fancy,  and  there  are  nu- 
merous works  of  that  material  in  the  statuary 
branch.  In  our  marble,  we  exhibit  some  speci- 
mens, by  foreign  artists,  far  beyond  the  quality 
of  the  materials.  The  United  States  may  claim 
eminence  from  the  works  of  its  native  and  adopt- 
ed sons,  in  the  various  branches  of  the  art  of 
painting,  and  the  superior  works  of  civil  archi- 
tecture.'*' 

Jn»trument$  and  Agents  of  Manttfactures.^- 
Bfacbinery  and  processes  to  effect  manufactures, 
so  as  to  leave  the  manuat  industry  of  a  nation 
fbr  other  employments,  are  of  a  de|rree  of  iiB- 
portance  to  the  tfnited  States  proportioned  to  the 
smallness  of  the*«verage  population  on  a  square 
mile  of  our  extensive  territory.    As  we  possess 
innumerable  horse-powers,  applied  to  digging  and 
raking  machines,  to  turn  up  and  break  the  soil, 
and  cover  the  seed  grain,  under  the  names  of  the 
plough  add  the  harrow,  to  our  incalculable  profit, 
so  we  have  water  mills  and  steam  engines,  in  nu- 
merous instances,  and  of  diversified  forms,  to 
manufacture  boards,  bark,  powder,  flour,  bar  and 
sheet  iron,  nails,  wire,  carded  wool  and  cotton, 
yarn  and  thread,  metal  plates  of  every  kind,  hair 
powder,  snuff,  gunpowder,  paper,  muskets,  scythes, 
oolts,  stocking  web,  various  cloths,  and  printed 
and  other  goods.    These  and  many  other  ma- 
chines have  been  obtained  from  abroad,  or  derived 
fVom  the  actual  and  very  considerable  talents  of 
our  own  citizens.    The  complicated  silk  mill, 
the  first  invention  for  yarn  or  thread,  the  fulling 
mill,  and  various  other  mechanical  constructions, 
were  acquired  by  the  most  extensive  manufactu- 
ring nation  of  this  time,  in  Europe,  from  her 
neighbors.    The  wisdom  of*  the  world  has  been, 
and  is,  attainable  by  us,  as  by  other  industrious 
and  qualified  nations,  and  the  inventive  genius 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States  has  produced 

*  The  finest  paintings  may  be  considered  ss  manu- 
fiutures ;  and  mough  temples  and  other  magnificent 
baildings  are  not  manufactures,  they  involve,  like  the 
works  of  naval  architecture,  a  great  number  and  va- 
riety of  the  operations  and  manufkctures  of  the  fine 
and  useful  arts  and  trades. 


a  very  great  number  of  curious  and  valuable  In- 
struments and  machines. 

Various  important  processes  enable  us  to  ua 
and  color  skins,  brew,  distil,  rectify,  refine,  ex- 
act, combine,  and  separate  the  raw  material  or 
manufactures  of  the  United  States.  The  sciences 
and  the  fine  arts^  and  the  useful  arts  and  manu- 
factures, beneficially  co-operate  to  obtain,  what 
would  be  otherwise  unattainable,  or  attainable 
with  much  labor  and  expense,  and  less  perfection. 
In  this  department,  foreign  sources,  the  knowl- 
ed^,  and,  indeed,  the  learning  and  talents  of  our 
citizens  have  yielded  tb  the  country  vast  benefits. 
Chemistry  has  rapidly  become  a  very  general 
study.  Leather,  glass,  distilled  and  fermented 
liquors,  drugs  and  medicines,  dye  stufis,  pigments, 
and  all  the  metals,  and  the  numerous  prepara- 
tions of  them,  all  the  salts,  all  the  oils,  and  all  the 
extracts,  tinctures,  spirits,  and  decoctions,  with 
many  other  things,  belong  to  this  class. 

It  is  in  this  countrj,  as  much  as  in  any  other, 
that  the  civil  and  religious  freedom  of  the  citizens 
enables  them  to  display  the  value  of,  and  efilectu- 
ally  to  use,  those  strong  and  various  abilities  and 
qualifications  for  different  employments  in  life, 
which  Divine  Providence  has  imparted  to  the 
human  mind  and  body.  Such  faculties  for  cer- 
tain pursuits,  when  not  used,  are  talents  held  hi 
an  unproductive  state.  To  have  kept  Riiten- 
house  and  Franklin  in  the  usual  employments  of 
agriculture,  would  have  deprived  the  country  of 
the  unparalleled  planetarium,  and  of  the  safe  con- 
ductor of  the  electric  fire.  But  the  history  of 
such  a  man  as  Qalileo  presents  the  obstacles  tnese 
eminent  Americans  would  have  encountered  in 
some  countries.  It  would  have  been  a  mine  of 
wealth  lost  to  the  country  if  the  talent  to  invent 
the  saw  gin,  to  prepare  cotton  for  the  manufac- 
turer's card,  had  not  been  exerted,  and  if  the  in- 
ventive and  fabricating  powers  of  our  citizens' 
minds  and  bodies  bad  not  been  applied  to  steam 
enginery,  to  the  machinery  for  nails,  to  rolliuff 
and  slitting  mills,  to  car<|-wire  making,  to  card- 
ing, spinning,  and  weaving  machinery,  to  fulling 
mills,  to  manufactures  of  grain,  and  other  io^ 
nious  occupations,  the  curious  merits  of  which 
are  lost  in  familiarity. 

It  is  a  truth  of  tne  utmost  importance,  that 
there  are  now  in  the  United  States  working  ex^ 
amples,  intelligible  models,  books  of  instruction, 
and  qualified  workmen,  foreign  and  native,  by 
means  of  which  persons  in  almost  every  fine  and 
useful  art  and  manufactory  can  obtain  ffood  in- 
struments, machinery,  information,  and  assist^ 
ants,  to  make  and  conduct  valuable  establish- 
ments for  every  raw  material.  The  tables  prove 
how  extensively  these  things  were  diffused,  so 
long  ago  as  the  Autumn  of  1810.  Since  that  pe- 
riod, a  very  rapid  progress  and  a  much  wider  dt^ 
fusion  in  the  usefbl  arts  and  trades  have  certain- 
ly occurred. 

Many  curious  and  valuable  inventions  and  im- 
provemenu  have  taken  place  in  the  mechanic^ 
and  chemical  branches,  and  in  the  system  of  la- 
bor and  political  economy.  Every  month,  every 
week,  produces  additions  to  them.   Among  these 
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are  dSsiillation  by  steam,  the  pendalum  atnd  lever 
mill,  the  machiDe  for  splitting  skias^  the  pressed 
nail  mill,  the  great  increase  of  chemical  prepara- 
tions, for  dyers,  eolormen,  and  manufacturers,  the 
conrersion  of  fossil  coal  into  a  pigment,  the  cask 
for  preserving  fermented  liquors  on  tap  in  sound 
condition,  weaving  machinery  in  several  new 
forms,  the  manufacture  of  edge  tool^i,  from  rolled 
steel,  various  improvements  to  save  fuel,  the  va- 
riations and  extensionsof  the  application  of  steam, 
the  manufacture  of  opium  from  the  common  red 
poppy  and  from  the  lettuce,  the  increase  of  the 
pharmaceutic  preparations  to  the  number  of  sev- 
enty, the  division  of  labor  in  the  cultivation  of 
the  cane,  activity  in  the  manufacture  of  the  cur- 
rant wine,  the  tanning  of  deer  skins,  activity  and 
ingenuity  in  the  lubstitutions  for  wool,  by  the 
manufacturing  of  thick  and  warm  cotton  goods, 
and  by  cotton  warps  under  woollen  woofs,  the 
machine  for  manufacturing  dipped  catidles,  the 
activity,  extension,  and  improvement,  of  the 
sheep  breeding  and  farming ;  the  new  employ- 
ment of  the  children  in  the  cities,  boroti^hs,  and 
villages,  and  the  active  employment  of  the  fe- 
males in  general  in  manufactures,  the  extension 
and  ikcihtation  of  communication  between  the 
producers  and  importers  and  the  manufacturing 
citizens,  by  the  various  and  unprecedented  im- 
provements in  the  Post  Office  Department,  the  ex- 
tension of  the  funds  of  the  manufacturers  by  manv 
of  the  banks,  which  are  solidly  and  rigidly  founcT- 
ed,  constituted,  and  administered,  the  introduc- 
tion of  new  exotic  raw  materials,  by  means  of 
commerce,  and  of  laborers,  artisans,  and  manu- 
facturers, and  processes  of  every  branch  from  va- 
rious foreign  nations. 

Foreign  masters,  as  well  as  journeymen  and 
foreign  capitalists,  have  discovered  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  afford  extensive  opportunities  to  em- 
ploy themselves  and  their  money  in  manufac- 
tures and  the  useful  tfrts,  as  well  as  in  commerce, 
navigation,  stocks,  banks,  and  insurance  compa- 
nies. These  branches  are  as  open  to  them  here 
as  are  agriculture  and  the  purchase  of  lands  and 
houses  in  the  most  favorable  States,  or  as  they 
are  to  a  native  or  naturalized  citizen.  Patented 
monopolies,  processes,  machinery,  and  tools,  en- 
grossed, for  a  time,  by  the  foreign  inventor  in  Eu- 
rope, may,  of  course,  be  used  here  by  all  persons, 
without  restraint  or  injury.  In  this  high  inven- 
tive and  learned  age  these  opportunities,  in  such 
a  country  as  the  United  State^  often  redound  to 
the  great  benefit  of  respectable  foreigners,  as  well 
as  to  ourselves. 

It  has  been  attempted,  by  means  of  tbe  mar- 
shals' returns,  by  a  resort  to  other  documents,  by 
careful  recollections,  by  observation,  and  by  in- 
quiry, to  present  in  this  digest  such  a  statement 
of  pertinent  facts  as  appeared  suitable  to  com- 
pose a  body  of  convincing  evidence,  respecting 
the  reality,  the  situation,  the  nature,  the  magni- 
tude, the  variety,  the  benefits,  the  materials,  the 
means,  and  the  tendencies,  of  the  national  manu- 
factures. I  respectfully  submit  a  well  considered 
and  confident  opinion,  that  this  internal  branch 
of  trade  has  become,  and  will  continue  to  be, 


productive  of  the  most  solid  benefits  to  the  land- 
ed and  other  interests  of  the  country,  and  to  give 
very  considerable  extension  to  the  navigation^ 
fisheries,  coasting  trade,  and  foreign  commerce 
of  the  United  States. 

It  was  believed  that  the  design  of  the  present 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  was  to  procure  facta 
on  which  they  could  rely,  and  in  the  i^est  form 
admitted  by  the  materials;  and  not  estimates, 
which  might  be  partial,  erroneous,  and,  from 
their  nature,  doubtful.  Estimates  in  innumera- 
ble  details  would  diminish  the  force  the  returned 
facts  would  possess,  separately  presented.  When 
it  was  observed  that  a  single  county  in  Massachu* 
setts  reported  89,600  common  sheep,  that  one 
other  returned  only  10,000,  another  1,&39,  another 
l.GOO,  and  that  eight  others,  abounding  in  sheep, 
returned  none;  that  the  statement  from  New 
Jersey  was  still  more  imperfect,  and  that  twenty- 
one  States,  Districts,  and  Territories,  did  not  re- 
turn their  nocks;  that  there  were  but  eight  re- 
turns of  blacksmith's  work,from  $3,998  to  f  1,572^ 
627 ;  that,  though  one  State  reported  nearly  two 
spinning  wheels  to  a  family,  there  were  fourteen 
omissions  to  return  such  wheels,  with  a  multi- 
tude of  similar  facts,  a  present  attempt  to  esti- 
mate in  complete  detail  appeared  likely  to  wraji 
up  the  principles,  and  the  quantities,  values,  and 
other  facts,  which  the  returns  exhioit,  in  a  vol- 
ume of  matter  that  would  obscure  or  diminish 
their  proper  and  natural  impression,  and  give  rise 
to  inconvenient  objections  to  the  whole  docu- 
ment. I  am,  indeed,  of  opinion,  that  the  exten- 
sive local  knowledge,  and  very  diversified  infor- 
mation necessary  to  a  detailed  estimate,  whiifh 
should  extend  to  various  cities,  towns,  villages, 
counties,  and  townships,  defective  in  their  re- 
turns, or  entirely  unreturned,  cannot  be  claimed 
b^  any  individual.  But,  since  it  has  been  the  de- 
sire of  the  Treasury  Department  that  the  best 
estimate  that  can  be  made  should  be  attempted, 
I  have  very  carefully  examined  and  compared 
all  those  things  which  are  of  a  nature  to  anqrd  a 
sound  foundation  for  such  an  operation.  The 
defects  of  the  local  returns,  the  importation  and 
production  of  raw  materials,  food,  forage,  fossA 
coal,  and  wood  fuel,  and  the  possession  of  miQ 
seats,  manufacturing  capitalists,  white  popula- 
tion, machinery,  and  native  and  foreign  manu- 
factures, have  been  duly  observed  and  considered, 
and  an  estimate  of  the  whole  value  of  the  manu- 
factures of  each  State,  Territory,  and  District,  for 
the  year  of  tbe  returns,  has  been  so  accomplished 
as  to  satisfy  my  own  mind,  in  f.  considerable 
degree,  as  to  its  total  amount,  and  to  occasion 
me  strongly  to  hope,  that  the  amounts  for  the 
States,  and  other  sections,  respectively,  are  not 
materially  erroneous. 

Considering  that  the  manufactures  actually  re- 
ported by  the  marshals  and  secretaries  of  Territo- 
ries extremely  imperfect,  as  many  of  the  subor- 
dinate returns  really  are,  in  quantities,  valuations^ 
and  even  in  notices  of  numerous  small  and  great 
known  manufactures,  amount  to  the  sum  of 
$127,694,602,  after  many  goods  have  been  de- 
ducted, which  are  not  always  classed,  at  least  by 
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commercial  men,  ander  the  head  of  maQofac- 
lures,  I  have  ventured  respectfully  to  offer  an 
estimate  of  the  whole  manufactures  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  worth,  in  the  year  1810,  $172,762,- 
676.  The  facility  of  retaining  and  steadily  ex- 
tending this  valuable  branch  of  the  national 
industry  is  manifested  by  its  early  and  spontane- 
ous commencement  in  every  county  and  town- 
ship and  oy  its  nearly  spontaneous  and  costless 
growth,  with  such  aids  only  as  have  not  occa- 
sioned any  material  expense  or  sacrifice  to  agri- 
culture or  commerce,  since  they  were  chiefly  in- 
cidental to  necessary  revenue,  or  resulted  from 
our  distance  from  the  foreign  consumers  of  our 

?roductions,  and  manufactures  of  our  supplies. 
*he  comparative  importance  of  the  manufactur- 
ing branch  in  the  business  of  the  country,  will 
be  illustrated  by  the  reflections,  that  the  greatest 
ralue,  in  one  year,  of  the  exports  of  American 
prodactioDs  and  manufactures,  has  been  $48,000,- 
000,  and  the  like  value  of  the  exports  of  foreign 
productions  and  manufactures  960,000,000,  under 
rety  extraordinary  and  transitory  circumsunces, 
which  may  never  again  occur.  Foreign  and  do- 
mestic exports,  in  the  greatest  year,  having  thus 
amounted  to  $108,000,000,  a  net  profit  of  ten  per 
cent,  on  the  exports,  and  the  same  on  the  imporu, 
being  (21,600,000 ;  a  net  freight  of  vessels,  worth 
845,000,000,  estimated  at  ten  per  cent,  outwards, 
and  the  same  inwards,  being  $9,000,000 ;  and  the 
aggregate  of  these  great  national  items  of  mer- 
cantile trade  being  $137,000,000,  a  comparison  of 
the  manufacturing  and  commercial  branches  of 
the  national  trade  may  be  made  and  considered, 
and,  as  it  is  believed,  without  aiiy  probability  of 
material  or  dangerous  errors.  Some  confirma- 
tion of  this  view  of  our  national  operations,  mer-' 
cantile  and  manufacturing,  may  be  drawn  from 
the  facts,  that,  in  years  of  general  peace  and  of 
regular  and  prosperous  commerce,  from  1785  to 
1787,  the  average  exports  of  England  alone,  with 
about  8,500.000  inhabitants,  amounted  to  $70,- 
000,000;  while  their  manufactures  were  com- 
puted at  266,000,000  of  like  money.  By  means 
of  this  great  foreign  case,  as  stated  for  their  legis- 
lative use,  and  by  means  of  the  case  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  it  may  be  found  to  stand,  after  the 
proper  investigations,  it  is  probable  that  expedi- 
ent and  equitable  measures  may  be  occasionally 
or  systematically  devised. 

The  public  expenses,  incurred  to  promote,  ac- 
commodate, and  protect  commerce,  however  mod- 
erate, just,  and  necessary,  have  been  very  consid- 
, arable,  compared  with  those  incurred  to  promote 
manufactures.  A  portion  of  the  navy,  the  bea- 
cons, buoys,  light-houses,  and  public  piers,  with  a 
gart  of  the  diplomatic  and  consular  establishments, 
ave  occasioned  expenditures,  which,  however 
reasonable,  expedient,  and  equitable^  are  for  the 
proper  benefit  of  commerce.  Nothing,  equal  to 
this,  has  been  done  for  manufactures.  The  mere 
interest  of  the  aggregate  of  those  commercial  ex- 
penses, for  a  single  year,  would  produte,  it  is  be- 
lieved^ new  and  important  lights,  guides,  and  aids, 
jo  all  who  are  politically,  professionally,  or  inci- 
dentally interested  in  the  subject  of  manufactures. 


Such  being  the  truth  as  to  any  past  expanditoret, 

occasioned  by  this  branch  of  the  internal  indus- 
try, it  is  conceived  to  be  a  duty  to  state  it,  as  a 
relative  fact,  subject  to  examination  and  con- 
sideration. > 

This  suggestion  appears  the  more  interesting, 
when  it  is  remembered  that  the  persons  who,  at 
this  time,  compose  the  entire  body  of  the  Ameri- 
can manufacturers,  their  assistants  and  families, 
with  a  just  addition  for  those  engaged  in  house- 
hold manufactures  and  upon  the  estates  of  the 
planters  and  farmers,  constitute  the  second  class 
of  the  national  population,  in  respect  to  numbera. 
They  are  native,  adopted,  and  foreign;  adults 
and  minors;  rich,  substantial,  and  poor;  male 
and  female.  Our  Federal  and  State  constitutions 
and  laws  secure  to  them  the  rigbt  to  pursue  their 
occupations,  and  to  obtain  comfort  and  prosperity, 
in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  citizens  and  in- 
habitants. They  are  diffused  through  all  the 
States,  Districts,  and  Territories;  all  the  cities, 
towns,  and  villages,  and  all  the  counties,  town- 
ships, and  hundreds.  They  are  found  in  every 
vicinity,  and  even  in  most  of  the  private  families. 
They  are  a  part  of  the  constituents  of  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Territorial,  State,  and  National  L^is- 
latures  and  Administrations,  and  are  of  every 
church  known  amon^  us.  Thej  constitute  a 
great  portion  of  the  militia,  contribute  to  fill  the 
posts  and  ranks  of  the  army,  and  are  parts  of  its 
necessary  organization  in  several  of  their  proper' 
arts  and  trades,  appear  in  numbers  on  the  rolls  of 
the  mercantile  vessels,  of  the  public  and  private 
armed  ships,  and  of  the  workmen  they  carry  to 
preserve  them  from  injury  or  destruction,  by  ac- 
cident, tempest,  or  battle.  They  possess  and  em- 
ploy property,  real  and  personal,  to  a  very  large 
amount,  and  greatly  contribute  to  the  public  rev- 
enues of  the  States,  and  of  the  Union,  in  the 
form  of  direct  taxes,  and  duties  on  imports  or 
consumption. 

Opinions  have  been  advanced  in  some  conn- 
tries,  unfavorable  to  the  morals  of  the  manufac- 
turers. But  it  does  not  appear  that  there  is  more 
vice  among  thedescription  of  persons  indicated 
in  the  preceding  paragraph,  than  in  some  other 
extensive  classes  of  our  population.  Perhaps  the 
smugglers,  by  violence  and  deception^  are  the 
most  immoral  description  of  persons  ot  business 
in  every  civilized  community.  Their  miscon- 
duct is,  at  the  same  time,  most  injurious  to  the 
countrv.  The  system  adopted  at  the  manufac- 
tory or  Humphreysville,  in  Connecticut,  with  re- 
spect to  educafion,  manners,  discipline,  morak, 
and  reliffion,  is  an  interesting  evidence  that  the 
people  of  the  United  States  may  quicken  and  in- 
crease the  virtues  of  the  rising  generation,  and 
reform  the  degenerate  of  later  years,  by  a  humane 
and  politic  system  in  the  large  manufactories.  It 
may  be  correctly  observed,  that,  while  no  com- 
motions have  dishonored  the  reputation  of  the 
manufacturers  in  this  country,  from  this  class  of 
our  citizens  there  have  risen  Nathaniel  Qreene, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  and  David  Rittenhouse,  re- 
spectfully conceived  to  be  comparable,  without 
disadvantage  to  their  respective  memories  and  to 
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their  manafacturing  brethren,  with  any  equal 
ftumber  of  omameDts  aad  benefactors  to  their 
country,  of  any  other  single  profession  or  occu- 
pation. ^  The  neld  of  manufacturers,  represented, 
in  other  parts  of  the  world,  to  be  fruitful  in  mis- 
chief and  turbulence,  has  produced  here  a  body 
of  firm  supporters  of  our  constitutions  and  laws, 
and  the  most  respectable  examples  of  the  civic 
virtues. 

When  it  is  considered  that  natural  history  un- 
folds the  works  of  Divine  Providence  in  the  lorm- 
ation  of  our  earth,  of  its  productions,  and  of  all 
its  aniaiated  tenants;  that  chemistry  displays 
their  ralues,  their  relations,  and  their  uses ;  gene- 
ral philosophy  and  particular  geometry  annually 
teaches  man  more  and  more  to  know  the  princi- 
ples, the  powers,  and  the  laws,  involved  in  the 
stupendous  system  of  the  universal  frame ;  and 
when  it  is  remembered  that  the  arts  and  manu- 
factures are  the  practical  application  of  this  ex- 
tensive and  precious  body  of  human  science,  the 
branch  of  the  national  industry  which  has  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  Congress  appears  to  be 
worthy  of  the  mast  profound  investigation  and 
the  most  perfect  display. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  detaining  this  state- 
ment to  the  last  day  permitted  by  your  instruc- 
tion, in  the  hope  that,  by  the  means  which  I  had 
Adopted,  I  should  obtain  additional  information 
from  several  of  the  States,  ia  the  North  and  in 
the  South,  whose  returns  are  manifestly  and 

reatly  defective.  But  none  have  been  received, 
therefore  be^  leave  to  conclude,  with  the  re- 
mark that  the  torm  and  detaib  of  the  succeeding 
tables  mav  facilitate  the  measures  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  of  the  Union  and  of  the  States,  in  causing 
their  officers  occasionally  to  report  further  infor- 
mation, concerning  particular  branches,  and  re- 
specting manufactures  in  general,  with  their  raw 
materials,  their  means,  and  their  instruments. 

Submitting  with  perfect  deference  the  pre- 
ceding statement  in  all  its  details,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  sir,  your  respectful  servant, 

TENCH  COXE. 
To  the  Seobetaby  of  the  Tbeascbt. 

In  the  course  of  the  numerous  and  diversified 
operations,  occasioned  by  the  deliberate  execu- 
tion of  this  digest  and  statement,  constant  and 
Tery  close  attention  has  been  applied  to  those 
facts  which  have  occurred  throughout  the  Union, 
since  the  Autumn  of  the  year  1810,  from  which  a 
jadgroent  of  the  condition  of  the  manufactures  of 
the  United  States  could  be  safely  formed.  It  has 
resulted  in  a  thorough  conviction  that, aAer  allow- 
ing for  the  interruptions  to  the  importations  of 
certain  raw  materials,  the  several  branches,  and 
the  States,  Territories,  and  Districts,  have  ad- 
Tanced,  upon  a  medium,  at  the  full  rate  of  twenty 
per  centum,  which  would  give  an  aggregate,  for 
this  year,  of  $207,^15,211.  In  this  increase,  the 
State  of  New  York  is  considered  to  have  most 
largely  partaken,  especially  by  means  of  her  joint 
stock  companies.  But,  as  it  is  best  to  make  ample 
allowances  for  some  repetitions  of  articles,  which 
are  inextricably  involved  in  the  subordinate  re- 


turns, a  sincere  and  well  reflected  opinion  is 
respectfully  submitted,  that  the  whole  people  of 
tbe  United  States,  taken,  in  1813,  at  eight  millions 
of  persons,  will  actually  make,  within  this  year, 
manufactured  goods  (exclusively  of  the  doubtful! 
tD  the  full  value  of  two  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
lars, or  forty-five  millions  of  pounds  sterling. 
June  21, 1813. 


[Part  III  consists  of  a  series  of  tables  of  the 
several  branches  of  American  manufactures,  ex- 
hibiting them  by  States,  Territories,  and  Districts, 
so  far  as  thev  are  returned  in  the  reports  of  the 
Marshals,  and  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Territo- 
ries, and  their  respective  assistants,  in  the  Autumn 
of  the  )rear  1810;  together  with  similar  returns 
of  certain  doubtful  goods,  productions  of  the  soil, 
and  agricultural  stock,  as  far  as  they  have  been 
received.— These  tables  are  entirely  too  volumin- 
ous for  publication  in  this  work. — Ediion,'] 


UNSETTLED  ACCOUNTS. 

[Commonicmted  to  the  House,  January  31, 18U.J 
Wab  Department,  Jan.  28, 1814. 

Sib  :  Conformable  to  a  resolution  of  the  hon* 
orable  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  30tb 
of  July  last,  requiring  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
lay  before  the  Bouse  a  view  of  the  unsettled  ae* 
counu  in  the  offices  of  the  Accountant  of  this  De* 
partment,  and  of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army,  and 
to  sugffest  measures  to  secure  the  accountability 
of  puDuc  acents,  and  to  prevent  the  accumuktion 
of  unsettled  accounu  connected  with  the  War  De- 
partment, I  have  to  report,  that  a  satisfactory  view 
of  the  unsettled  accounts  in  either  of  these  offices 
has  not  been,  and  (agreeably  to  the  enclosed  state- 
ments of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  and  of  the 
Accountant)  cannot  be,  rendered  by  them,  with- 
in any  definite  period  of  time. 

The  better  to  secure  the  accounubility  of  pub- 
lic agents,  and  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of 
unsettled  accounts,  I  have  the  honor  to  *'  siur- 
gest»-  ^ 

1st.  That  an  office  be  established,  in  which  all 
accounts,  whether  in  specie  or  in  kind,  connected 
with  the  Military  and  Indian  Departments,  shall 
be  adjusted,  audited,  and  settled,  conformably  to 
rules  and  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  the 
Treasury  Department  \  and 

2d.  That,  to  rendei^efficient  the  pay  department 
of  the  Army,  which  is  now  but  adapted  to  a  small 
and  peace  establishment,  and  to  secure  the  regu- 
lar  and  punctual  payment  of  the  troops,  a  new 
organization  be  adopted,  to  consist  of  a  Paymaster 
General  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States,  with 
such  deputy,  district,  and  assistant  paymasters,  as 
the  exigencies  of  the  serrice  may  require,  neituer 
of  whom  shall  belong  to  the  line  of  the  Army. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JCHN  ARMSTRONG. 

The  Speakbb  <^  the  Home  cfRepe. 
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Army  Pay  Optice, 
CUy  of  iVatkington,  Jan.  18, 1S14. 
Sir:  In  the  estimate  which  I  had  the  honor  of 
submitting  to  von  for  the  compensation  of  clerks 
in  this  office,  lor  the  year  1814, 1  confined  myself 
to  the  amount  appropriated  for  the  year  1813,  un- 
der the  impression  that  any  increase  which  the 
public  service  might  call  for  would  be  more  prop- 
erly brought  to  your  view  in  the  report  which  I 
W3  then  about  preparing*  I  have  since  thought, 
however,  that  it  might  as  well  be  made  the  sub- 
ject of  a  separate  communication* 

For  the  due  examination  and  adjustment  of 
the  heavy  and  voluminous  accounts  of  the  seve- 
ral sub*payma8ters  of  the  army  and  militia,  and 
of  numerous  recruiting  officers,  which  are  already 
rendered,  and  daily  coming  in,  together  with  the 
current  business  of  the  office,  I  consider  it  my 
duty  to  suggest  that  an  additional  appropriation 
of  at  least  4,000  dollars,  for  compensation  of 
clerks  in  the  year  1814,  appears  to  be  highly  ne- 
cessary. . 

I  would  also  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety 
of  an  appropriation  6f  flfiMf2%  for  contingen- 
cies of  the  office,  (1,000  ot  which  on  account  of 
the  year  1814,)  for  the  purpose  of  paying  for 
books,  stationery,  printing,  fuel,  and  other  neces- 
sary expenses,  including  a  debt  already  contracted 
for  those  articles,  for  the  use  of  the  office,  for  the 
last  six  months  of  the  year  1813,  of  |547  22. 

The  books,  stationery,  and  printing,  have  here- 
tofore (until  the  1st  of  July,  1813)  been  paid  for 
out  of  the  general  contingent  fund  of  the  War 
Department;  but,  if  an  appropriation  be  specific- 
ally made  for  those  objects,  as  herein  suggested. 
It  will  relieve  the  contingent  fund  of  the  War 
Department  from  them,  relieve  the  officers  of 
that  Department  from  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts, and  remove  the  difficulties  which  at  pres- 
ent exist  respecting  the  construction  of  the  laws 
on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ROBERT  BRBNT, 
Paymaster  of  the  Army. 
Hon.  J.  Arustroxo,  Sec^ry  of  War. 


Arhy  Pay  OrncB, 
City  qf  Washington,  Jan.  24, 1814. 

Sir  :  I  have  been  for  some  time  endeavoring  to 
make  up  a  report  conformably  to  the  views  of  the 
honorable  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  ex- 
pressed in  their  resolutioif  of  the  30th  of  July, 
1813)  and  of  your  letter  to  me  of  the  4th  of  Au- 
gust last,  but  find  it  totally  impracticable  to  make 
one  by  any  means  satisfactory  to  myself,  or  which 
would  convey  correctlyr  the  information  which  it 
would  seem  the  resolution  contemplated ;  and  for 
the  following  reasons: 

The  debits  and  credits  of  the  several  sub*pay- 
masters,  recruiting  officers,  and  others,  who  re* 
ceive  public  moneys  from  this  office,  are  con- 
stantly fiuctuating;  so  also  are  the  immense 
masses  of  accounts  which  are  daily  transmitted 
to  it.    Scarcely  a  mail  leaves  the  city,  east,  west, 


north,  or  south,  but  carries  with  it  remittances  to 
the  above-mentioned  officers.  Scarcely  a  mail 
arrives  from  any  of  the  four  points  of  the  compass 
but  comes  loaded  with  their  accounts  and  vouch* 
ers.    Not  a  day  passes  over  but  some  of  them  are 


examined  and  settled  at  this  office ;  hence  it  wiQ 
appear  perfectly  impossible  to  give  anything  like 
the  true  state  of  open  unsettled  accounts,  and  i 
must  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  state  these  circum- 
stances to  the  honorable  Chairmsn  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  snd  Means  who  introduced  the 
resolution. 

The  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing 
to  you  on  the  18th  instant,  is  calculated  for  thai 
part  of  the  resolution  which  relates  to  measures 
tending  to  prevent  the  future  accumulation  of 
unsettled  accounts  in  this  office. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  d&c. 

ROBERT  BRENT, 
Paymaster  of  the  Army. 

Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  Sec'ry  qf  Ifdr. 


Drvartmbvt  op  War. 
Accountants  Q^ice,  Jon.  21, 1814. 

Sir  :  I  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  oi 
August  last,  wherein  you  require  to  be  furnished, 
by  the  1st  of  November  following,  with  a  *^tate- 
ment  of  the  unsettled  accounts  in  tdis  office,  show- 
ing  as  well  the  amount  of  moneys  which  have 
been  advanced  by  the  Government,  and  the  time 
when  advanced  or  paid,  as  the  amount  of  vouch- 
ers rendered  by  the  mdividuals  charged,  the  caused 
which  have  occasioned  the  detay  of  settling  tfa« 
accounts  of  the  several  agents  and  iodiviauals 
who  have  received  money  from  the  appropria- 
tions made. for  the  War  Department,  noting  the 
time  when  their  agencies  or  contracts  expired,  as 
well  as  the  balances  and  amount  of  each  now  re- 
maining unsettled."  Since  which  my  attentioti 
has  been  devoted  to  the  accomplishment  of  the 
objects  required  ;  but  such  has  been  the  great  in- 
crease of  the  business  of  the  office,  that  I  bava 
hitherto  found  it  impracticable  to  furnish  the 
statements ;  they  are  in  a  state  of  progression, 
and  may  possibly  be  completed  during  the  pvea- 
ent  session  of  Congress. 

In  order  to  place  you  in  possession  of  some  of 
the  leading  causes  of  this  delav,  I  will  take  the 
liberty  to  brin^  to  your  view  the  course  that  tha 
business  takes  in  its  progress  through  this  office. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  all  the  moneys  ap- 
propriated for,  and  expended  in,  the  War  Depart- 
ment, are  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  by  warrants 
drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  countersign- 
ed by  the  Accountant,  the  amount  of  which,  diu- 
ing  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  September  last, 
has  exceeded  nineteen  millions  of  dollars.  These 
warrants  are  all  recorded  in  this  office,  and  sepa- 
rate accounts  kept  of  each  specific  appropriatioft 
out  of  which  they  are  drawd,  of  which  annual 
statements  are  furnished  to  Congress.  The  war> 
rants  thus  drawn,  are  either  for  advances  directed 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  for  balances  ascer- 
tained on  settlements  made  by  the  Accountant. 
For  the  advances,  the  persons  receiving  them  are 
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eiisrg«d  aB4  hf^ld  afecbotitliible  on  the  books  of  this 
dffic^^  aiitf  tfie  settlements  are  made  in  conformity 
to  law  and  established  reflations,  or  by  authority 
from  the  Secretary  of  War.  All  these  transac- 
tions are  entered  on  the  books  of  the  office,  and 
q^aarter  yearly  statements  of  them  are  made  out, 
and  the  accounts  accompanying  them  transmitted 
to  the  Treasury  for  examination  and  revision. 

In  the  prosecution  of  these  duties  it  will  readily 
occur  to  you,  sir,  that,  where  the  expenditures  of 
the  Department  exceed  so  far  in  amount  those  of 
ordinary  years,  the  business  of  accounts  must  ne- 
cessarily increase  in  a  corresponded  degree,  even 
if  the  system  according  to  which  the  business  is 
transacted,  were  as  well  calculated  for  the  one  aa 
the  other.  This  I  cannot  avoid  stating  is  not  the 
ease ;  and  with  the  view  of  showing  wherein  the 
difference  is  most  prominent,  I  will  take  the  lib- 
erty of  stating  that  part  of  the  business  in  relation 
to  advances  and  the  manner  they  are  now  ac- 
counted for. 

IsL  As  it  regards  the  duartermasier  General's 
department. 

It  will  be  recollected  that,  by  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress establishing  a  Quartermaster  GeneraPs  de- 
partment, the  Quartermaster  General  is  expressly 
exonerated  from  any  responsibility  for  his  depu- 
ties ;  the  consequence  is,  that  advances  are  made 
to  the  Q,uartermaster  Generals,  which  they  dis- 
tribute to  the  several  officers  of  their  departments ; 
these  again  advance  moneys  to  others,  and  con- 
sequently, when  one  personal  account  is  adjusted, 
it  gives  rise  to  a  number  of  others,  and  in  this 
manner  the  duties  of  this  office,  in  relation  to  that 
department  are  increased  to  a  degree  more  readily 
imagined  than  described. 

2d.  As  it  regards  the  recruiting  service. 
Officers  commanding  recruiting  districts  are 
furnished  with  money  in  advance,  with  which 
they  are  cl^arged.  These  are  branched  out  to 
officers  of  every  grade  in  the  army,  with  each  of 
whom  separate  accounts  are  opened  and  settle- 
ments are  required  to  be  made  at  this  office,  and 
the  same  remark  applies  to  this  branch  of  the  bu- 
siness, as  it  regards  the  number  of  personal  set- 
tlements, as  that  made  in  relation  to  accounts  of 
the  Q.uartermaster's  department. 

3d.  As  it  regards  the  Pay  department. 
The  course  pursued  is,  for  the  Paymaster  of  the 
Army  to  receive  advances  for  the  pay,  subsist- 
ence, and  forage,  of  the  army,  and  for  bounties 
ftnd  premiums,  with  which  he  is  charged  on  the 
books  of  this  office.  His  payments  consist  prin- 
cipally in  advances  to  paymasters  of  districts,  and 
to  officers  for  recruiting.  The  district  paymasters 
advance  money  to  the  regimental  paymasters,  and 
others,  for  the  pay,  (dbc.,  of  the  army,  and  by  this 
process,  when  the  raymaiter  of  the  Army  exbib- 
lu  his  accounts  for  adjustment^  their  settlement 
oocasions  the  opening  of  a  multitude  of  accounts, 
all  of  which  are  to  be  ultimately  settled  in  this 
office. 

4th.  Commissary  General's  department. 
Advances  are  mad^  from  this  office  to  the  Com- 
missiry  General  of  Purchases,  and  to  every  dep- 


uty commissary  in  service;  separate  accounts 
froih  each  are  received  and  adjusted  at  this  office, 
to  a  very  great  extent ;  for,  independent  of  the 
number  of  accounts  which  the  advances  are  cal- 
culated to  produce,  the  system  directed  by  the  act 
of  the  3d  March,  1809,  by  whiph  every  person  has 
a  distinct  account  opened  under  each  specific  ap* 
propriation  out  of  which  the  moneys  are  mivattced 
to  him,  the  number  of  accounts  which  an  mgent 
of  purchases,  for  instance,  has  open,  amounts  to 
ten  or  twelve,  for  each  of  which  he  renders  quain- 
ter yearly  accounts  and  voucher?,  which  are  to 
be  settled  and  entered  on  the  books  of  this  office. 

When  it  is  recollected  that  all  these  transac- 
tions are  to  be  placed  on  record  on  the  books  of 
this  office,  that  the  accounts  are  all  to  be  settled, 
the  balances  ascertained  and  paid,  without  any 
other  examination  than  that  which  they  receive 
at  this  office,  I  flatter  my^^elf  that  ii  wiU  be  found 
that  all  has  been  done  which  it  was  practicable 
to  do  with  the  force  ecnplo]red  in  the  olEce^  and 
under  the  circumstances  abov^e-Dieniioned,  and 
that  causes,  not  within  my  control,  have  prevent- 
ed my  complying  with  the  contents  of  your  tettof 
within  the  time  required. 

I  have  thus,  sir,  mentioned  some  of  the  protni- 
nent  features  of  the  system^  according  le  which 
a  part  of  the  duties  of  this  office  are  performed, 
and  some  of  the  difficulties  incident  to  that  svs- 
tem.  I  ebuld  proceed  to  state  the  increased  iaoor 
and  time  necessary  to  the  adjustment  of  the  great 
accumulation  of  personal  accounts,  the  very  gt^at 
and  increasing  correspondence  of  the  office  co»i 
sequent  to  that  accumulation ;  but  it  will  doqbt-^ 
less  occur  to  you,  sir,  that,  from  what  has  been 
stated,  some  alteration  has  become  indispe&aably 
necessary  to  thie  regular  and  punctual  perfortn- 
ance  of  the  public  business  of  this  office;  and  the 
subject  is  accordingly  re^ectfully  submitted  to 
you  as  the  head  of  the  War  Department. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  ^c. 

WILLIAM  SIMMONB. 

Hon.  J.  Abmstrong,  Secr'y  of  War. 


SINKING  FUND. 

[Gommnnicated  to  the  Senate,  February  7,  IS  14.] 
The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  re* 
port  to  Congress  as  follows: 

That  the  measures  which  have  been  aotlior- 
ized  by  the  Board,  subsequent  to  their  last  reyort, 
of  the  6th  of  February,  1813,  so  far  as  the  same 
have  been  completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the 
report  of  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
this  Board,  dated  the  fourth  day  of  th^  present 
month,  and  in  the  statements  therein  referred  to, 
which  are  herewith  transmitted,  and  prayed  to 
be  received  as  part  of  this  report. 

E.  GERRY, 
JAS.  MONROE, 
W.  JONES, 
Acting  Sei^ry  TVeoMfry. 
Washington,  Feb,  6, 1814. 
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Treasury  Department, 

February  4, 1814. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respactfully 
reporu  to  the  Commissiooers  of  the  Sinking 
Fund- 
That  the  balanct  of  moneyi  advanced  on  account 
ef  th^  pnbUc  debt,  remaining  unexpended  at  the  doee 
of  the  jear  1811,  and  applicable  to  paymente  falling 
due  after  that  year,  whicn  balance,  ae  appears  by  the 
statement  B,  annexed  to  the  last  annual  report,  amount- 
ed to        f60S,613  85 

Together  with  sums  disbursed  from 
the  Treasury  during  the  year  1812, 
on  account  of  the  principal  and  in- 
terest of  the  public  debt,  which  sums, 
as  appears  by  the  statement  C,  an- 
nexed to  the  last  annual  report, 
amounted  to  -  -  -  -  4,474,658  19 
Together  with  a  fbrther  sum  arising 
from  profit  in  exchange  on  remit- 
tances from  America  to  Europe, 
during  the  year  1812,  amounting, 
as  appears  by  the  statement  D,  an- 
nexed to  the  last  annual  report  to  -  91,582  88 
And  with  a  further  sum,  being  the  diA 
ference  between  the  principal  of 
stock  purchased  during  the  year 
1812,  and  the  money  paid  for  the 

e,  of 3,102  81 


And  amounting,  together,  to    -        -   (5,071,707  73 


Having  been  accounted  for  in  the  following  man- 
ner, via: 

I.  There  was  repaid  into  the  Treasury,  during  the 
Tear  1812,  on  account  of  the  principal  of  moneys 
heretofore  advanced  for  the  payment  of  the  public 
4ebt,  as  ^mears  by  the  statement  E,  annexed  to  the 
last  annual  report,  the  sum  of       •        9M|027  30 
IL  The  sums  actually  implied  during 
the  same  year  to  the  payment  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
debt,  as  ascertained  by  accounts  ren- 
dered to  the  Treasury  Department, 
amounted,  as  will  appear  by  the  an- 
nexed statement  A,  to  four  millions 
seven  hundred  and  ten  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars 
thirty-nine  cents,  viz : 
1.  Paid  in  reimbursement  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  public 
debt     -        -        -    $2,259,681  82 
%.  Paid   on   account 
of  the  interest  and 
charges     on     the 
•MC    -        -        .      2,451,272  57 

4,710,954  39 

IIL  The  balance  remaining  unexpend- 
ed, at  the  close  of  the  year  1812, 
and  applicable  to  payments  foiling 
due  aher  that  year,  as  ascertained 
by  accounts  rendered  to  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  amounted,  as  will 
appear  by  the  annexed  statement 


B,to 


335,826  04 


•5,071,707  73 


That,  during  the  year  1813,  the  foDowing  disburse- 
ments were  made  out  of  the  Treasury,  on  account  of 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  viz : 
I.  On  account  of  the  interest  and  reimbursement  of 
the  domestic  funded  debt  -  -  $4,713,421  61 
n.  On  account  of  the  unfunded  regis- 
tered debt 29  28 

in.  On  account  of  the  principal  and 

interest  of  temporary  loans,  viz : 
Payment  of  interest-      $127,067  10 
Reimbursement  of  the 
principal       -        -      1,350,000  00 

l,477/)67  10 


6,190,517  99 

IV.  On  account  of  principal  and  in- 
terest of  Treasury  notes        -        -      4,239,925  80 

y  •  On  account  of  the  interest  on  Lou- 
isiana stock  and  converted  stock 
payable  in  Europe         ...         679,073  64 

Amounting,  together,  as  will  appear 
by  the  annexed  list  of  warrants. 


marked  G,  to 


.$11,110,117  42 


-    $3,550,369  11 


Which  disbursements  were  made  oat  of  the  follow- 
ing fonds,  viz : 

I.  From  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  of  eight  nul- 
lions  of  dollars  for  the  year  1812,  remaining  unex- 
pended at  the  end  of  that  year,  which  balance 
amounted,  as  stated  in  the  last  an- 
nual report,  to       -        - 

II.  From  the  funds  constituting  the 
annual  appropriation  of  eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars  fox  the  year  1818, 
viz: 

From  the  Aind  arising  from  the  inter- 
est on  the  debt  transforred  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
as,  per  sUtement  I  $1,932,107  92 

From  the  fund  aris- 
ing from  the  sales 
of  public  lands,  be- 
ing the  amount  re- 
ceived into  the 
Treasury  from  the 
1st  October,  1812, 

.  to  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1813,  per 
statement  K  -        -        830,671  53 

From  the  proceeds  of 
duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  mer- 
chanctise,  imported, 
and  on  the  tonnage 
of  vessels      -        -      4,794,966  44 

Amounting,  together,  to    -        -        -     7,557,745  89 

Which  sum  of         -   $7,557,745  89 

Being  deducted  from 
the  annual  appro- 
priation of   -        -      8,000,000  00 

Leaves  an  unexpend- 
ed balance  to  be  ap- 
plied, in  addition  to 
the  appropriation 
forthatyear,of    -        442,254  11 
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m.  From  reptyments  into  the  Treai- 

ury,  on  account  of  moneys  hereto* 

lore  adTtneed  for  the  ptyment  of 

diTidends  on  the  domestic  funded 

debt,  u  will  appear  by  the  annexed . 

BtotementE '  2,002  43 

That  the  above^nentioned  diaburae- 

menta,  together  with  the  balance 
^  abo^e  stated,  whidi  remained  unez- 
"  panded  atthe  close  of  the  year  1812, 

of 38^826  04 

Together  with  a  further  sum  arising 

from  profit   on  remittances  from 

America  to  Europe,  purchased  dur- 
ing the  year  1813,  and  amounting, 

as  appears  by  the  annexed  state- 
ment b,  to 98,462  06 

And  with  a  further  sum,  being  the  dif- 

lerence  between  the  principal  of 

stock  purchased  during  the   year 

1813,  and  the  money  paid  for  the 

same,  ttnounting,  as  appears  by  the 

annexed  sUtement  L,  to        -       -  1,902  34 


Making,  together 


-•11,6404197  8T 


Will  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  annual  report,  in 
conformity  with  the  accounts  which  shall  then  have 
been  renderad  to  the  Treasury  Department 

That,  in  the  mean  time,  the  manner  in  whidi  the 
iaid  sum  has  been  applied  la  estimated  as  follows : 
I.  The  repayments  into  the  Treasury  on  account  of 
the  principal  of  moneys  advanced  for  the  payment 
of  dividends  on  the  domestic  funded  debt,  have 
amounted,  during  the  year  1813,  as  by  the  above- 
mentioned  statement  B,  to    -  $2,002  43 
IL  The  sums  aetnallT  applied,  during 
the  year  1818,  to  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  public  debt,  are  es- 
timated as  follows  : 

1.  Paid  in  reimburse- 
.  ment  of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  public 

debt      -        -        -    $7,177,660  24 

2.  Paid  on  account  of  , 
interest  and  charges 

on  the  public  debt      3,610,064  67 

As  will  appear  by  the  annexed  esti- 
mate P         .....     10,687,604  91 

HE.  The  balance  which  remained  un- 
-  expended  at  the  dose  of  the  year 
1813,  and  applicable  to  payments 
frdling  due  after  that  year,  is  esti- 
mated, per  annexed  estimate  G,  at         866,090  68 


$11,646,297  87 


That,  in  coDformity  with  the  resolution  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fand,  of  the  6th 
of  July,  1812,  a  copy  of  which  was  annexed  to 
the  last  annual  report,  purchases  of  Louisiana 
stock  and  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1812  were  con- 
tinued in  the  year  1813,  and  $147,200  of  the 
former,  and  $267,000  of  the  latter,  were  purchased 
for  $412,497  66,  the  particulars  of  which  pur- 
chftses  are  exhibited  in  the  annexed  statement, 
marked  L. 


That  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the  contracts  by 
which  certain  temporary  loans  had  been  obtained 
in  the  year  1812,  under  the  law  authorizing  the 
loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  eleven  millions  of 
dollars,  such  instalments  of  those  loans  as  fell  due 
in  the  year  1813,  were  duly  discharged  ai  the 
times  when  they  respectively  became  payable. 
These  instalments  amounted  to  $1,350,000,  and 
are  shown  in  detail  in  the  annexed  statement, 
marked  M. 

That,  during  the  year  1813,  and  in  the  months 
of  Janiiary  and  February,  1814,  Treasury  notes 
amounting  to  $4,022,700,  became  payable,  and, 
together  with  the  interest  thereon,  were  paid  on 
moneys  advanced  for  Iheir  payment  at  the  sev- 
eral days  on  which  they  fell  due.  The  annexed 
statement,  N,  shows  the  times  when,  and  the 
places  at  which,  these  notes  were  payable. 

And  that  the  annexed  statements^  marked  H, 
exhibits  the  amount  of  stock  transferred  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  and  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in  trust  for  said 
States,  and  standing  on  the  books  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  their  credit,  on  the  31st  December,  1813. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.  JONES, 
Acting  Sec^y  TVeotury. 

[The  tabular  statements  are  onutted.] 


FOREIGN  GOLD  COINS— EXPORTATION  OF 
SPECIE. 

[Communicated  to  the  Houae,  April  IS,  1814.] 
Baltimorb,  Mardt  4, 1814. 

Sir:  From  the  numerous  calls  for  specie  lately 
made  on  the  banks  of  this  State,  and  to  the  South* 
ward,  and  which  there  is  reason  to  apprehend 
will  be  repeated,  great  inconvenience  must  soon 
result;  unless  some  measures  are  adopted  to  arert 
the  difficulty  of  meeting  those  demands.  The 
banks  of  this  city  have  been,  and  still  are,  labor- 
ing under  considerable  inconvenience,  from  the 
circumstance  of  foreign  gold  coins  not  being  a 
legal  tender.  They  received  those  coins  to  a  large 
amount,  under  an  act  of  Coogress  which  was 
suffered  to  expire,  and  are  now  unable  to  use 
them,  notwithstanding  the  pressing  demands  upon 
them.  A  law  giving  some  rate  of  currency  to 
specie  of  this  descripttoo,  seems  indispensably  ne- 
eessary^  and  would  contribute  materially  to  their 
relief. 

Since  the  State  of  Maryland  has  been  WhoHy 
deprived  of  commerce,  the  banks  in  the  city  of 
Baltimore  have  been  gradually  getting  in  debt  to 
the  Eastern  cities,  and  payments  are  now  re* 
quired  ia  specie,  to  an  amount  that  will  greatly 
exhaust  their  treasure^  in  the  event  of  peace,  the 
further  demand  for  exportation  will,  it  is  appre- 
hended, materially  increase  their  embarrassmenU. 
In  the  latter  point  of  view,  the  subject  is  peculi- 
arly interesting  to  the  banks  of  New  York,  Phil* 
adelphia,  and  Baltimore,  inasmuch  as  thev  have 
subscribed  largely  to  the  late  loans  to  the  united 
States.    Nearly  one-third  of  the  banking  capital 
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of  Baltimore  has  been  thus  invested;  and  if,  on 
the  return  of  peace,  specie  should  be  permitted  to 
be  exported,  the  necessary  consequence  will  he, 
that  the  increased  demand  upon  the  banks  will 
compel  them  to  throw  this  stock  into  the  market 
at  a  very  reduced  value,  much  to  their  own  injury, 
as  well  as  to  the  injury  of  the  nation.  And  it 
may  not  be  entirely  unworthy  of  consideration, 
how  far  the  prospect  oi  exporting  specie,  at  the 
close  of  the  waf,  may  retard,  or  the  prohibition 
to  export  may  facilitate,  such  loans  as  the  Gov- 
ernment may  hereafter  wish  to  make. 

Under  these  impress^ions,  therefore,  we  take  the 
liberty  respectfully  to  suggest  to  vou  the  propriety 
of  recommending  to  Congress,  during  the  present 
session,  to  provide  by  law  for  giving  a  rale  of 
currency  to  foreign  gold  coins,  and  to  prohibit 
the  exportation  of  specie  for  twelve  months  after 
peace  shall  be  proclaimed. 

In  thje  hope  that,  if  these  measures  shall  meet 
your  approbation,  you  will  submit  them  to  the 
President,  or  give  them  such  other  course  as  may 
in  your  opinion  best  promote  the  objects  we  have 
10  view,  we  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  very 
high  respect  and  consideration,  your  very  obe- 
dient servants, 

W.  COOKE, 
President  of  the  Bank  of  Maryland, 

WM.  WILSON, 
President  of  the  Bank  of  Baltimore. 
HENRY  PAYSON, 
President  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Maryland, 

JAMES  MOSHER, 
President  Mechanics^  Bank  of  Baltimore, 

HEZ.  WATERS, 
President  of  Marine  Bank  of  Baltimore, 

JOSEPH  H.  NICHOLSON, 
PresH  Commercial  and  Farmers^  Bank, 
PHIL.  MOORE, 
President  of  Franklin  Bank  of  Baltimore, 

WM.  GRAHAME, 
President  Farmers^  and  Merchants*  Bank, 

JOHN  DONNELL, 
President  of  the  City  Bank  of  Baltimore, 
Hon.  Geo.  W.  Campbell, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


REVISED  STATEMENT  OF  PUBLIC  DEBT. 

[Communictted  to  the  House,  April  14,  1814.] 
Treasury  Department,  April  12, 1814. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a 
revised  sUtement  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States, 
accomiMioitd  by  an  ezplaoatory  letter  oa  thesvb- 


ject,  from  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  bf  whieb 
it  appears  that,  in  the  statement  of  the  poblic 
debt  OQ  the  1st  January,  1813,  annexed  to  the 
printed  account  of  the  receipts  and  expe&ditves 
for  the  year  1812,  the  amount  of  stock  ccoalilited 
under  the  act  authorizing  a  loan  for  the  serTice 
of  that  year,  was,  by  mistake,  stated  at  eleves 
millions  of  dollars,  instead  of  eight  miUionatbirty- 
four  thousand  seren  hundred  dollani,  the  real 
amount  of  six  per  cent,  stock  issued  bf  rirtoe  of 
the  act  before  recited. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Tery  respectfally.  sir. 
your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  CAMPBELL. 

Honorable  Speaker 
Of  the  House  of  Representatives, 


Treasury  Department, 

Re^er^s  Office^  April  7, 1814. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  n  rerised 
statement  of  the  ^*debt  of  the  United  States  os 
the  1st  January,  1813,"  as  a  suhstitote  for  c^e 
statement  thereof,  forming  a  partofiheajipeodix 
to  the  printed  accounts  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures for  the  year  1812, presented  afevdays 
since,  and  transmitted  to  the  House  of  E^tcaeni- 
atives  of  the  United  States. 

The  item  in  which  the  variatioa  appears,  is  the 
extension  of  the  sum  of  eleven  miilions  of  doUan^ 
as  constituted  stock  under  the  act  for  borrowinf 
to  that  amount  in  the  year  1812,  aad  which  ba4 
been  calculated  to  the  full  amount;  whereas  the 
whole  amount  of  the  moneys  borrowed  iwder  the 
authority  of  that  act  was  only  -  $10,184,700 
But  as  $2,150,000  therefore  had  beta 

borrowed  of  certain  banks,  on  cea* 

tract,  reimbursable  in  the  J^ni 

1813  and  1814,  this  amount  foms 

a  deduction  of    -        -       -        - 


Leaving  the  true  amount  of  six  per 
cent,  stock  of  the  year  1812,  or   - 


«M^:000 


$8,034,700 


A  sufficient  number  of  copies  of  tikis  reriaed 
statement  has  been  struck  off,  not  only  for  the 
present  occasion,  but  also  to  be  bound  op  ^ritb 
the  appendix  to  be  rendered  with  a  similar  state- 
ment for  the  ensuing  year,  for  the  purpose  pt 
maintaininff  the  correctness  of  tboae  ■■^rVr!  ex* 
hi  hi  tions  of  the  public  debt. 

I  have  the  honor  to  hik  air,  .]rouf  jBOto«t  obtUmi 
servant, 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  BegiMer. 

Hon.  O.  W.  Campbell, 

Secraary  of  the  Treatwy. 
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Rented  Statement  of  the  Debt  of  the  United  Staiee,  on  the  let  of  January,  1813. 
Domeitic  Debt,  excluMve  of  the  muoB  paaied  to  the  credit  of  the  Sinking  Fond : 

aix  per  oent.  etock $17,506,485  90 

Three  per  cent,  fftook 16,157,972  59 

Deferred  etock 9,576,634  68 

Loytleiena  six  per  cent,  stocl^ 11,070,700  00 

Six  per  cent,  etock,  loan  of  1796 80,000  00 

Bxebtnged  elx  per  stock  of  1813 2,745,120  58 


Six  per  cest.  stock,  constituted  by  an  act  passed  the  14th  of 
llarch,  1812,  entitled  *'An  act  authorizing  a  loan  of  money 
not  exceeding  eleven  millions  of  dollars,"  and  for  which 
scrip  certificates  were  issued    ...  •$8,034,700  00 

Deduct,  purchased  hj  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  -       .       .       .       -  57,000  00 


57,186,913  75 


7,977,700  00 


Nominal  amount  of  debt  on  the  1st  of  January,  1813  ... 

Deduct  reimbursement  of  the  six  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks  to  the  Slst 

December,  1812 $19,909,972  19 

From  this,  deduct  reimbursement  paid  on  stock  subsequently  transferred  to 
the  Sinking  Fund»  to  the  Ist  January,  1810     -        -        •        $28,748  02 

And  the  difference  between  the  nominal  amount  of  six  per 
cent,  and  deferred  stocks  exchanged,  and  the  amount  of 
exchanged  stock  issued  in  lieu  thereof,  being  reimburse- 
ment preriously  paid  on  said  stocks  ....     5,664,227  48 


$65,114,613  75 


5,692,975  50 


14,216,996  09 


Unredeemed  amount  on  the  1st  January,  1813 


(a)  50,897,617  66 


Nominalamount  of  the  debt  as  abere  staled 

fiinkiBg  Fund.    The  following  suras  are  in  the  Treasury  books,  passed  to  the  credit  of  the 
Oommiasioiieni  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  te  the  diet  December,  1818. 


65,114,613  75 


Foreign  Debt,  tis: 


Fite  per  cent,  stodi 

Four  and  one  half  per  oenjU  stock 

Four  per  cent,  stock 


Domestic  Debt,  viz:  Six  per  cent,  stock 

Three  per  cent  stock     • 
Deferred  six  per  cent,  stock    - 
Eight  per  cent,  stock     - 
Exdianged  six  per  cent,  stock 
Converted  six  per  cent  stock 
Four  and  a  half  per  cent  stock 
Five  and  a  half  per  cent,  stock 
Navy  six  per  cent  stock 
Louisiana  six  per  cent,  stock 
Six  per  cent  stock  of  1812     - 


$8,200,060  00 
820,000  00 
3,180,000  00 

{ 

1,946,026  92 

698,556  41 

1,005,179  83 

6,482,500  00 

6,294,051  12 

1,859,850  70 

176,000  00 

1,848,900  00 

711,700  00 

179,300  00 

57,000  00 


.  $12;M)0»000  00 


21,259,063  98 


33,459,063  18 


(m)  fJniedeemed  amount,  1st  January,  1812         -- •- 

Add  six  per  cent  stock  of  1812 8,084,700  00 

.        -  57,000  M 


45,U0,150  48 


c  per  et 
From  whieh,  deduct  amount  purchased  by  Sinkiag  F'Oad 

▲dd  tinea  per  cent  stock  iipnied  since    .... 


7,977,700  00 
82  55 


Ded«ct  reimborsement  of  six  per  cent  and  deferred  stocks 

Ditto  of  converted  stow 

Louisiana  stock  purchased  ..... 
Deferred  do  


1,446,047  31 

565,318  41 

179,300  00 

9,650  20 


7,977,782  56 
53,097,032  98 


Unredeemed  amount  January  1,  1813, 


2,200,315  92 
50,897,617  66 
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PaUnt  Right  of  Oliver  Evant. 

iJH)  Total  nominal  amount  of  debt,  indading  Sinking  Fand,  lit  of  Janoary,  1812,         -  •     -  998,180,73i  16 

Add  lix  per  cent,  of  1812 8,084,700  00 

Add  three  per  cent,  stock  issued  since --,  82  66 

-. 8,084,78»  66 

'  — ii— — —__ 

101,166,616  71 
Deduct  difference  between  six  per  cent,  and  deferred  sto^  exchanged  and  stock  issued  in  lieu     ifiH  1 ,888  96 

AsaboTe 88,^78,677  78 

*  The  total  amount  of  moneys  received  into  the  Treasury,  tiz  : 

In  the  year  1812 ♦10,002,400  00 

In  the  year  1818 -        -  182,800  00 

10,184,700  66 

From  which  deduct  the  amount  of  temporary  loans  reimbursed  in  1818  and  1814      -        -      2,160,000  66 

Amount  of  six  per  cent,  stock  of  the  year  1812 8,034,700  06 


PATENT  RIGHT  OF  OLIVBB  BVANa 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  January  6, 1814.] 
Mr.  Ingbrsoll,  from  tb«  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of  Maryland,  on  the  subject  of  the  patent  granted 
t%  Oliver  Erans,  fojr  his  improvements  m  ma- 
chinery employed  in  the  manufacture  of  flour, 
made  the  following  jeport : 

That  the  memorialists  complain  that,  by  vir- 
tue of  the  act  passed  on  the  2l8t  January,  1808, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Oliver  Bvans," 
the  said  Oliver  Evans  claims  the  benefit  of  cer- 
tain improvements  in  the  machinery  employed  in 
the  manufacture  of  flour,  of  whteh  he  is  not  the 
original  inventor ;  that  he  exacts  large  and  un- 
reasonable sums  for  the  use  of  those  improve- 
ments; and  that  those  are  compelled  to  pay,  who 
have  established  their  improvements  before  the 
passing  of  the  said  act. 

Your  committee  conceive  it  not  only  repugnant 
to  the  principles  of  a  Government  organized  like 
oars,  to  permit  a  question  of  a  character  such  as 
the  first  objection  presents,  to  be  litigated  before 
the  Legislature;  but  it  is  impossible  that  a  fair 
decision  can  be  made,  when  it  is  indispensable,  in 
order  to  render  impartial  justice,  that  the  parties 
should  be  permitted  to  go  into  evidence  respecting 
the  facts  in  controversy.  A  court  of  justice  is  the 
proper  tribunal  where  such  questions  ought  to  be 
tried,  and  your^committee  are  informed,  that  this 
Tery  question  has  already  been  settled  in  that 
way,  by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  Maryland  district,  favorable  to  the  pretensions 
of  the  said  Evans.  I 

The  second  subject  of  complaint  seems  to  your 
committee  equally  an  improper  subject  for  the 
interference  of  the  Legislature.  The  ptiteoiee,  by 
law,  has  an  exclusive  privilege  to  use  his  inven- 
tion as  he  pleases.  No  person  has  a  right  to  com- 
plain if  the  proprietor  of  an  invention  demands  a 
sum  deemed  exorbitant,  more  than  if  such  a  de- 
mand had  been  made  for  any  other  species  of 
Property  5  it  must  rest  with  the  purchaser  whether 
is  interest  will  permit  him  to  ]fie]d  to  it.  I 

The  third  ground  of  complaint  is  equally  un- ' 


tenable  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee.  The 
Legislature  had  the  power  (and  it  seems  in  this 
case  they  have  exercised  it)  to  subject  those  who 
should  use  the  improvements  mentioned,  in  future^ 
to  the  claim  of  the  said  Oliver  Evans.  The  pat- 
ent origioallv  granted  to  him  had  previously  been 
declar^  voia  oy  a  judicial  decision.  The  ease, 
therefore,  stood  as  if  no  exclusive  right  had  ever 
been  granted,  and  it  is  certainly  not  necessary  ta 
prove  that  <a  person  who  uses  a  new  improreraent 
before  a  patent  is  granted,  is  subject  to  tlie  restrie- 
tions  which  follow  the  grant.  Y'our  cotDmittee, 
therefore,  submit  the  following  resolution : 

JReiolvedj  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorial 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

To  the  Senate  and  Houee  of 

RepreeentaHvee  of  the  United  Staiee  .* 

Your  memorialists  humblv  beg  leave  to  repre- 
sent, that  your  honorable  body,  on  the  21st  day  of 
January,  1808,  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  on  application,  in  writing,  by 
Oliver  Evans,  to  cause  letters  patent  to  be  made 
out  in  the  manner  and  form  prescribed  by  the 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  promote  the  progress  of 
useful  arts,  and  to  repeal  the  act  heretofore  made 
for  that  purpose ;"  thereby  granting  to  the  said 
Oliver  Evans,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators, 
and  assigns,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  fourteen 
years,  the  full  and  exclusive  right  and  liberty  of 
making,  constructing;!  using,  and  vending  to  be 
used,  his  invention,  discovery,  and  impovements 
in  the  art  of  manufacturing  flour  and  meaL  and 
in  the  several  machines  which  he  has  discover- 
ed, invented,  improved,  and  applied  to  that  pur- 
pose. That  letters  patent  did  aceordiogly  issue, 
which  are  now  in  full  operation ;  and  that,  by 
means  of  them,  the  patentee  is  exercising  a  most 
grievous'oppression  over  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  more  especially  over  those  who  are 
immediately  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  flour. 

Your  meinlbrialists,  in  any  ordinary  case,  would 
be  the  last  to  remonstrateagainst  benefits  whicli  the 
Legidature  of  their  country  might  think  proper  to 
confer  upon  any  individual ;  but  believing,  as  ihey 
do,  that  your  honorable  body,  when  you  consented 
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to  pass  the  aot  of  January,  1808,  io  favor  of  Mr* 
Evaos,  were  deceived  by  artful  represteDtations  of 
noerit;  and  koowing,  also,  that  Mr.  Evans  has 
used  bis  patent  for  purposes  in  which  it  could 
never  have  been  intended  to  give  him  aid,  your 
memorial^ts  feel  confidently  assured  that  Con- 
gress will  not  hesitate  to  reconsider  the  ground 
of  their  former  grant,  and  to  do  impartial  justice 
between  Mr.  Evans  and  the  rest  of  his  fellow- 
citizens. 

Your  memorialists  have  understood,  and  they 
have  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  that,  when  Congress 
undertook  to  renew  Mr.  Evans's  monopoly,  they 
were  industriously  made  to  believe  that  he  was  the 
inventor  of  all  the  machines  for  which  he  solicited 
and  obtained  his  patent.  In  this  your  honorable 
body  were  grosslj  deceived.  Many  of  your  me- 
morialists have  just  witnessed  the  progress  of 
several  trials  that  took  place  at  the  last  term  of 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  at  Balti- 
more, in  actions  instituted  by  Mr.  E?ans  for  in- 
fringements on  his  patent  rights.  Although  the 
result  of  th^se  trials  were  such  as  must  give 
alarm  to  every  man  who  has  dared  to  think  of  op- 
posing this  e^zorbitant  monopolist,  yet  did  they 
prove  most  incontrovertibly,  bwthe  investigations 
to  which  they  led,  that  Mr.  Evans  was  not  the 
ori^nal  inventtor  of  any  one  of  his  pretended  ma- 
chines. Your  memorialists  entreat  the  patience 
of  your  honorable  body,  while  they  briefly  detail 
the  testimonv  relating  to  this  question,  such  as  it 
appeared  before  the  circuit  court,  and  such  as  it 
can  again  be  exhibited,  whenever  your  honorable 
body  may  think  proper  to  require  it. 

The  machines  which  form  tbe  subject  of  Mr. 
Evans's  patent  are  the  conveyer^  the  elevator,  the 
happerboy,  and  the  drill.  For  greater  perspicuity, 
we  will  state  the  testimony,  as  applied  to  each 
machine,  in  successive  order. 

Ist.  Tne  conveyer.  It  was  proved  that  Joaa- 
than  EUicott,  of  Baltimore  county,  was  the  first 
inventor  of  this  machine.  He  ban  erected  it  in 
his  mill  some  time  before  the  year  1786,  and  ap- 
plied it  to  alt  its  present  uses.  He  showed  it  to 
Oliver  Evans^  who  was  highly  pleased  with  its 
operation.  He  said  it  was  all  that  was  necessary 
to  complete  his  machinerv;  that  he  had  long 
desired  to  have  such  a  machine,  but  could  not  de- 
vise oae ;  and*  fim^Uy.ia  oonsid^ratipa  that  Joaa- 
than  EUicott  would  permit  him  to  attach  it  to  his 
elevator  and  hopperboy,  Oliver  Evans  gave  him 
a  parpetoal  license  to  mm  these  laac. 

2.  The  elevator.  This  machioe  has  been  in- 
vented nearly  a  century  and  a  half.  There  are 
books,  a  hondrtd  years  old,  that  exhibit  it,  (ap- 
plied to  hydraulic  purposes^)  the  same  in  princi- 
ple, form,  dimensions,  and  materials,  with  the 
el*ralor  now  claimed  by  Oliver  Evans  as  his 
original  invention. 

3d.  The  hopperboy.  A  machine  upon  the  same 
principle  with  Oliver  Evans's  alleged  hopperboy, 
worked  by  the  same  power,  acting  in  tbe  same 
xnaooer  upon  the  meat,  and  producing  the  same 
efiect,  although  not  as  oeneficially^  was  invented 

by Marshall,  of  Delaware,  and  set  to  work  in 

his  mill,  before  the  time  of  OUver  Evans's  sup 
13thGoir.  2dSsss.^84 


posed  discovery.  Mr.  Svansli red  in  theneighbor- 
hood  of  this  invention. 

4th.  The  drill.  The  invention  of  this  machine 
did  not  come  in  question  before  the  circuit  court; 
but  it  is  susceptible  of  undeniable  proof,  that  Jona- 
than EUicott,  before  referred  to,  was  the  inventor 
of  it,  as  well  as  of  the  conveyer. 

Thus  it  appears  that  Mr.  Evans's  inerit.  as  an 
inventor,  in  no  respect  correfsponds  with  tne  art- 
ful and  imposing  representations  by  which  your 
honorable  body  were  induced  to  grant  him  your 
protection  for  a  second  term  of  fourteen  year^. 
So  far  from  having  invented  all  these  machines, 
he  was  not  the  original  inventor  of  any  one  of 
them.  Your  memorialists,  therefore^  might  here 
rest  their  petition;  but  they  think  it  nroper  tp 
notice  the  other  grounds  of  Mr.  Evans's  preten- 
sions. These  are,  first,  that  he  has  invented  use- 
ful improvements  in  the  structure  of  the  several 
machines  secured  by  his  patent;  and,  secondly, 
that  he  was  the  first  who  applied  to  their  new 
use  in  mills  those  machines. 

The  conveyer  and  hopperboy  are  tba  only  ma- 
chines in  which  Mr.  Evans  will  npw  attempt  tp 
show  that  he  has  made  any  improvement;  in  the 
elevator  and  drill  ,he  has  not  made  even  an  al- 
teration. First,  then,  of  the  conveyer:  The  trans- 
verse flights  form  the  alteration  which  he  claims 
to  have  made  in  this  machine.  Even  if  Mr. 
Evans  was  the  inventor  of  this  alteration,  its 
utility  in  the  manufacture  of  flour  is  extremely 
questionable.  Several  most  intelligent  millers, 
who  were  examined  upon  this  subject  in  the  trials 
at  Baltimore,  were  so  much  at  a  loss  to  discover 
the  beneficial  effect  of  this  alteration,  that  they 
preferred  the  spiral  conveyer.  The  great  utility 
of  this  alteration  is  rendered  still  more  question- 
able by  the  fact,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  mil- 
lers, even  those  who  have  paid  Oliver  Evans  for 
the  license  of  his  patented  machines,  do  not  make 
use  of  the  transverse  flights.  But  your  memo- 
rialists are  convinced  that  Mr.  Evans  was  not 
the  author  of  thb  alteration.  They  will  be  able 
to  show  your  honorable  body  that  this  improve- 
ment, like  most  of  the  improvements  whicb  Mr. 
Evans  claims,  was  discovered  by  other  persons, 
from  whom  he  adopted  it. 

Secondly.  Of  the  hopperboy.  Mr.  Evans.  f» 
has  been  before  stated,  was  not  the  original  in- 
ventor of  this  maehine.  Tour  memorialists  ad- 
mit that  he  was  the  first  who  added  the  ropes 
leading  the  horizontal  arms  aroun<L  and  that  tnis 
addition  iacilitates  the  operation  of  the  machine. 
But,  surely,  it  will  not  be  contended  that  upon 
this  alteration  Congress  bottomed  their  grant. 
This  invprovement  may  have  been  sufficient  to 
entitle  Mr.  Evans,  under  the  general  law,  to  a 

fatent  for  the  improvement,  but  for  nothing  else. 
t  could  not  have  entitled  him  to  a  patent  for 
other  machines,  which  he  neither  invented  nor 
improved;  much  less  can  it  entitle  him  to  an 
extension  of  his  exclusive  privilege  beyond  the 
usual  term. 

Your  memorialists  come  now  to  the  last  ground 
of  Mr.  Evans's  pretensions,  'Uhat  he  has  tbe 
merit  of  having  first  applied  these  machines  to 
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atktir  present  ime  io  mills.''  This  ground  was 
mach  narrowed  by  the  trials  before  referred  to 
in  the  circuit  coart  at  Baltimore.  It  was  there 
shown  that  the  conveyer,  the  hopperboy,  and  the 
drill,  were  applied  by  (heir  original  inventors  to 
all  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  now  used. 
The  elevator  is  the  only  machine  about  which 
there  can  be  the  least  doubt;  and,  to  the  minds 
of  your  memorialists,  there  are  conclusive  reasons 
for  believing  that  Oliver  Evans  was  not  the  per- 
son who  first  discovered  the  application  of  this 
machine  to  its  present  office — the  raising  wheat 
and  flour.  Oliver  Evans  first  exhibited  his  ele- 
vator, and  first  informed  the  world  that  he  had 
invented  one,  in  the  year  1787.  Twelve  or  eiffht- 
een  months  before  this  time  James  Strode,  ofthe 
State  of  Delaware,  had  erected  a  perfect  elevator 
in  his  mill. 

Mr.  Strode,  in  the  circuit  court  at  Baltimore, 
related  the  history  of  his  invention.  Standing  in 
his  mill,  contemplating  the  machinery  that  he 
then  had  in  it,  he  observed  that,  as  the  leather 
strap  turning  the  fan  performed  its  revolutions, 
the  nuckle,by  which  it  was  fastened,  would  catch 
up  a  few  grains  of  wheat  below,  carry  them  up 
with  it,  and  empty  them  out  at  the  top.  The 
thought  immediately  occurred  to  him,  that  a  ma- 
chine revoivine  like  this  strap,  with  buckets  upon 
it^  would  completely  perform  the  office  of  raising 
his  wheat  and  flour.  He  constructed  it  accord- 
ingly, and  found  it  perfect.  This  machine  is  what 
is  now  called  "  Evans's  elevator."  Your  memo- 
rialists admit,  that  a  brother  of  Oliver  Evans  de- 
clared in  the  circuit  court  at  Baltimore,  that 
Oliver  Evans  had  several  years'before  this  period 
invented  precisely  the  same  machine ^  and  that, 
although  ne  did  not  show  it  to  the  world  by  usinj^ 
it  in  his  mill,  ^et  he  had  it,  and  the  model  of  it 
was  locked  up  in  a  chest,  and  continued  so  locked 
up  for  several  years.  When  this  testimony  comes 
before  your  honorable  body  it  will,  no  doubt,  re- 
ceive whatever  credit,  under  all  its  circumstances, 
it  may  be  entitled  to.  But  your  memorialists 
hope  they  will  be  pardoned  for  believing  that 
there  was  some  mistake  in  the  matter. 

Your  memorialists  have  thus  candidly  detailed 
the  testimony  relating  to  Mr.  Evans's  patent. 
They  feel  assured  that  your  honorable  body  will 
discover  in  it  abundant  cause  to  take  this  subject 
again  into  consideration.  Your  memorialists, 
however,  will  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  other 
motives  of  greatei*weight. 

When  Congress  consented  to  renew  Mr.  Evans's 
exclusive  privileges,  in  1808,  they  could  not  have 
intended  to  give  their  law  an  ex  poet  facto  opera- 
tion ;  yet  such  has  been  the  construction  which 
our  circuit  courts  have  felt  themselves  constraped 
tojgive  to  the  act  of  January,  1808.  In  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  Philadelphia  it  has  been  decided, 
by  Judges  Washington  and  Peters,  that  even 
those  who  erected  their  machinery  in  the  interval 
between  the  expiration  of  Mr.  Evans's  first  patent 
in  1804,  and  its  renewal  in  1808,  cannot  continue 
to  use  them  without  a  license  under  the  second 
patent.  The  hardship  of  this  construction  is  ex- 
treme.   The  United  States  abound  with  mills,  in 


which  the  machinery  was  erected  durin^r  that  io- 
terval  when  no  law  existed  to  prohibit  it ;  when 
no  man  was  aware  of  any  right  still  remaining 
in  Mr.  Evans;  and  when  (he  public  thought  they 
were  enjoying  a  property  for  which  they  had 
already  paid  the  price.  But,  since  this  construc- 
tion, persons,  who  erected  their  machinery  under 
those  circumstances,  must  either  pull  it  down,  or 
subject  themselves  to  actions  for  treble  damages ; 
or  they  must  consent  to  pay  whatever  price  the 
patentee  may  choose  to  demand  for  a  license.  As 
it  regards  his  charges,  your  memorialists  humblj 
state,  that  the  act  of  renewal  has  imposed  no  limi- 
tation on  Mr.  Evans,  an  omission  of  which  he 
is  availing  himself  most  oppressively.  During 
his  first  patent,  while  he  was  lookine  forward  to 
his  intended  application  for  a  renewal,  Mr.  Evans 
observed  a  very  becoming  moderation  in  his  de- 
mands; thirty-three  dollars  was  originally  the 
price  of  his  license  to  use  his  machinery  in  appli- 
cation to  one  water-wheel ;  but,  as  soon  as  the 
act  of  1808  had  put  the  community  in  his  power, 
he  began  to  advance,  from  exaction  to  exactioo, 
until  he  now  demands  about  twenty  times  the 
amount  of  his  former  charge,  and  threatens  that 
he  will  rise  still  higher.  From  one  of  your  me- 
morialists Mr.  Evans  has  demanded  thirty-six 
hundred  dollars  for  his  license.  This  fact,  while 
it  shows  how  oppressively  this  patent  bears  upon 
individuals,  will  enable  your  honorable  body  to 
form  some  estimate  of  the  enormous  profits 
which  the  patentee  will  derive  from  a  general 
use  of  his  machinery  throughout  the  United 
States. 

Your  memorialists  will  not  consent  to  believe 
that  Congress  intended  to  let  Mr.  Evans  loose 
upon  the  community  with  so  grievous,  so  des- 
potic a  power;  they,  therefore,  pray  that  jroor 
honorable  body  will  again  take  this  subject  inta 
consideration ;  that  you  may  examine  the  grounds 
upon  which  Mr.  Evans's  patent  issued,  and  do 
whatever  in  your  wisdom  you  may  think  fit. 

And  your  memorialists  wilt  ever  pray,  dke. 
WILLIAM  COLE,  tmd others. 

Baltimore,  January  1, 1813. 


COMMISSIONS  GRANTED  IN  THE   RECESS 
OF  THE  SENATE. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  March  SH^,  1814.] 
To  the  Senate  ofthe  United  States: 

I  transmit  to  the  Sraate  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  complying  with  their  resolution  of 
the  26th  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

March  28, 1814. 


Department  of  S^'atb, 

March  28, 1814. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  ofthe 

Senate,  of  the  26th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to 

transmit,  herewith,  copies  of  the  commissions 

I  heretofore  granted  by  the  President  of  the  United 
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CbmifOfnoftt  granted  in  the  recets  qf  the  Senate. 


States,  in  the  recess  of  the  Seoafe,  to  William 
Paea,  as  judge  of  the  Maryland  district ;  to  Wil- 
liam Nelson,  as  attorney  of  the  Virginia  district ; 
to  John  Batledge,  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  Albert  Qatlatin,  John  €luincy  Ad- 
ams, and  James  A.  Bayard^  as  Envoys  Extraor- 
dinary and  Ministers  Plenipotentiary,  to  nego- 
tiate a  treaty  of  peace  with  Qreat  Britain. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
The  PRBBiDfiNT  qf  the  U.S. 

Qs^mes  WAsaiireTOKy  President  ef  the  United  States 
ef  America,  to  aU  who  shall  see  these  presents, 
greeting  .• 

-  Whereas,  the  office  of  jndge  of  the  district  court 
in  and  for  Maryland  district  is  at  present  vacant, 
know  ye,  that,  reposing  special  trust  and  confi- 
dence in  the  wisdom,  uprightness,  and  learning  of 
Wm.  Paca,  of  Maryland,  I  do  appoint  him  judge 
of  the  said  district  court,  and  do  authorize  and  em- 
power him  to  execute  and  fulfil  the  duties  of  that 
office,  according  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  said  United  States,  and  to  have  and  to  hold 
the  said  office,  with  all  the  powers,  privileges, 
and  emoluments  to  the  same  of  right  appertain- 
ing, unto  him,  the  said  William  Paca,  during  his 
good  behaviour,  and  until  the  end  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  Senate  of  the  U.  States,  and  no  looker. 

In  testimonv  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  let- 
rial  ^^^^  ^^  ^  "^^^^  patent  and  the  seal  of  the 
L^*  B*J   United  Sutes  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  the  22d  day  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  oar  Lord  1789. 

GEO.  WASHINGTON. 

GsoBea  WABmimortom,  President  of  the  United  States 

qf  America,  to  all  who  shall  see  these  presents, 

greetwg: 
*  Whereas,  the  office  of  Attorney  of  the  United 
Stales  in  and  for  Virginia  district,  is  at  present 
racmnt,  know  ye,  that,  reposing  special  trust  and 
coofideoce  in  the  integrity,  ability,  and  learning 
of  Wm.  Nelsouj  of  Virginit,  I  do  appoint  him  At-. 
lomey  of  the  said  United  States  in  and  for  the  said 
Virginia  district,  and  do  authorize  and  empower 
him  to  execute  and  fulfil  the  duties*of  that  office 
aecording  to  law,  and  to  have  and  to  hold  the 
same,  together  with  all  the  powers,  privileges,  and 
coioluments  thereto  of  riffht  appertaining,  unto 
him,  the  said  WHliam  Nelson,  during  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  the 
lime  being,  and  until  the  end  of  the  next  session 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  no  longer. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  iet- 
Fi  a  1  ^^'^'  ^^  ^  made  patent,  and  the  seal  of  the 
l^  B-J  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  New  York, 
the  28th  day  of  NoTember.  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1789.  GEO.  WASHINGTON. 

Osomei  WAsaiHOToir,  President  of  the  United  SttUes 
of  America,  to  all  who  shall  see  these  presents, 
greOing: 

Whereas,  the  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Su- 


preme Court  of  the  United  States  is  at  present 
vacant,  know  ye,  that,  reposing  special  trust  and 
confidence  in  the  wisdom,  uprightness,  and  learn- 
ing of  John  Rutledge,  of  South  Carolina,  I  do 
appoint  him  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  and  do  authorize  and  em- 
power him  tc)  execute  and  fulfil  the  duties  of  that 
office,  according  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  said  United  States,  and  to  have  and  to  hold 
the  said  office,  with  all  the  powers,  privileges,  and 
emoluments  to  the  same  of  risht  appertaining, 
unto  him,  the  said  John  Rutledge,  during  his 
good  behaviour,  and  until  the  end  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  no 
longer. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  let- 
r  •«  ters  to  be  made  patent,  and  the  seal  of  the 
V^  »*J    United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  the  first  dav  of  July,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1795,  and  of  the  independ- 
ence of  the  United  States  of  America  the  19th. 
GEO.  WASHINGTON. 

By  the  President : 

EoMDMo  Randolph. 

Jaxss  Mabisoh,  Presideut  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  to  all  whom  these  presents  shall  emtcem, 
greeting,' 

Know  ye,  that^  for  the  purpose  of  confirming 
between  the  Uoited  States  and  His  Britannic 
Majesty  perfect  harmony  and  a  good  correspond- 
ence, and  of  removing  all  grounds  of  dissatisfac- 
tion, and  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in 
the  integrity,  prudence,  and  abilities  of  Albert 
Gallatin,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  John  duincy  Adams,  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  His 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  and 
James  A.  Bayard,  a  Senator  of  the  United  States, 
I  have  appointed  them  jointly  and  severally  En- 
voys Extraordinary  and  Ministers  Plenipotentiary 
of  the  United  States,  with  full  and  all  manner  of 
power  and  authority,  for  and  in  the  name  of  ihe 
United  States,  to  meet  at  St.  Petersburg,  in  Rus- 
sia, and  confer  with  a  Minister  or  Ministers  of 
His  said  Britannic  Majesty,  being  furnished  with 
the  like  power  and  authority,  and  with  him  or 
them  to  agree,  treat,  consult,  and  negotiate  of 
and  concerning  the  general  commerce  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  and  its  do- 
minions or  dependencies.  ancLof  all  matters  and 
subjects  connected  therewith*  which  may  be  in- 
teresting to  the  two  nations,  and  to  conclude  and 
sign  a  treaty  or  treaties,  convention  or  Conven- 
tions, touching  the  premises;  transmitting  the 
same  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  for 
his  ratification,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

In  testimony  whereof. J  have  caused  the  seal  of 
[l.  b.]    the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  Citv  of  Washing- 
ton, on  the  17th  day  of  April,  A.  0. 1813,  tfnd  in 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  37th. 
JAMES  MADISON. 

By  the  President: 

Jamss  Moif  rob,  Sec^ry  of  State. 
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Jims  Uawwk,  PretidetU  of  the  tMUed  SkOeB  rf 

AmetUa,  to  ail  whom  these  preeente  shaUeoncemf 
greeting: 

Know  ye.  that,  for  the  purpose  of  confirmiDg 
Abd  improviog  the  amieable  and  beneficial  rela- 
tions between  the  United  States  and  His  Impe- 
ml  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Rnssias,  and 
reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  in- 
tegrity, prudence,  and  ability  of  John  Ctuincy 
Adams'  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of 
His  said  Imperial  Majesty,  of  Albert  Qallatin, 
Becretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  James  A.  Bayard,  a  Senator  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  I  have  appointed  them  jointly  and 
severally  Envoys  Extraordinary  and  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America 
to  the  Court  of  His  said  Imperial  Majesty,  with 
fuH  and  all  manner  of  power  and  authority,  for 
'and  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  to  meet  and 
confer  with  «  Minister  or  Ministen  of  His  said 
Imperial  Majesty,  being  furnished  with  the  like 
power  and  authority,  and  with  him  or  them  to 
agree,  treat,  consult,  and  negotiate  of  and  concern- 
ing the  general  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  Russia,  and  of  all  matters  and  subjects 
^tOBiMeted  therewith  which  may  be  tnteretting 
tcrilie  two  natlMis;  «nd  to  conolutle  SAd  sign 
ft  treaty  or  treaties,  convention  or  contentions, 
UHtehiag  the  premises ;  transmitting  the  same  to 
the  Preddeni  of  the  United  States  for  his  ratifi- 
6fttion,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  8en«Ce  of  the  United  States. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 
[l.  8.]    the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  Citv  of  Washing- 
Um,  on  the  22d  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1813,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
Btates  the  37th. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

By  the  President : 

James  Monboe,  Sec^ry  of  State, 


Jamss  Madisov,  President  of  the  United  States  qf 
America,  to  all  whom  these  present  shall  concern, 
greeting: 

Whereas,  His  Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor 
of  all  the  Russias,  as  the  common  friend  or  the 
United  States  and  Qreat  Britain,  has  offered  his 
mediation,  with  a  view  to  the  restoration  of 
peace  and  the  establishment  of  perfect  harmony 
between  them ;  and  the  invitation  having  been 
accepted,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  in  con- 
templation of  a  like  acceptance  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain :  iVbio,  be  it  known,  that,  reposing  espe- 
cial trust  and  confidence  in  the  integrity, prudence, 
and  ahilities  of  Albert  Gallatin,  Secreury  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  John  Auincy 
Adams,  their  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the 
Court  of  His  Imperial  Majesty,  and  James  A. 
Bayard,  Senator  of  the  United  States,  I  have  ap- 
pointed them  jointly  and  severally  Envoys  Ex- 
traordinary and  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States,  to  repair  to  St.  Petersburg,  in 
Russia,  with  authority  to  meet,  under  the  said 


mediation,  a  Minister  or  Miluslers,  having  Itlee 
authority  Irom  theGoreroment  of  Great  Bntaia; 
and  with  him  or  them  to  negotiate  aad  coBctnde 
a  settlement  of  the  subsisting  differvnces,  and  a 
lasting  peace  and  friendship  between  the  United 
States  and  that  Power ;  transmitting  the  treaty 
or  convention  so  to  be  concluded  Ibr  the  ratifiea* 
tion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and 
with  the  advice  anil  consent  of  the  Seoaie  of  the 
United  States. 

In  testimon)[  whereof,  I  have cavised  the  seal  of 
[l.  8.]  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  haad  at  the  City  of  Washiai^ 
tea,  the  17th  day  of  April,  A«  O.,  1813,  and  of 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  the  37th. 
JAMES  MADISON. 

By  the  President : 

Jambs  Mohrob,  See^ry  ef  State. 


MINIBTBRS  AND  CONSULS  APPOnfTBDIN 
THE  RECESS  OF  THE  SENATE. 

[€atB«uniesled  to  the  Senate,  April  0, 1814.] 
To  the  SenaU  of  the  Vkited  States  .- 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the^ecre- 
tary  of  State  complying  with  their  resolution  of 
the  2d  instant. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

Apbil  9, 1814. 


Department  of  State, 

April  8, 1814. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  of  the  2d  instant,  I  haire  the  honor  to 
tlnansmit  itsts  of  the  Ministers  and  CobsoIs  <^  the 
United  States  who  have  been  appoisled,  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  i»y  the  reapect- 
ive  Presidents  of  the  United  States,  in  the  feoan 
of  the  Senate ;  distinguishing  the  eaaee  in  whidi 
the  respective  appointments  had  not  heea  hefdee 
filled  from  those  which  had  been  prefioHsif  fill- 
ed ;  and  specifying,  by  the  dates  of  the  ietlars  of 
recall,  when  the  latter  became  vacant,  in  tkeaase 
of  Ministers* 

Although,  strictly  oonstrued,  the  resolotioa  did 
not  appear  to  carry  the  reaearch  back  to  a  peiied 
anterior  to  the  commencesMBt  of  the  praiaat 
Government,  yet  the  Joaraals  of  theold  Congwas 
have  been  oarefally  examined,  and  moCtce  taken 
of  appointments  made  under  the  Confederatiaii, 
of  Ministers  and  Consuls  to  Gov^mmenia  and 
places,  to  which  appointments  were  after arards 
made  under  the  present  Gk>vernment. 

To  these  lists  are  added,  copies  of  the  commis- 
sions granted  to  Alb^t  Gallatin,  John  Cintney 
Adams,  and  James  A.  Bayard,  to  negotiate  and 
sign  a  Treaty  of  Gommetoe  with  Great  Britaia, 
and  a  Treaty  of  Coiomerce  with  Russia. 

With  great  respect,!  have  the  honor  to  ba,jtr, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Presiobnt  tf  the  U.  S. 
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AmUiaium  and  Prayer. 


HUMILIATION  AND  PRATER. 

It  being  a  duty,  peculiarly  iiicombent  in  a  time 
of  public  calaittitv  aoa  war,  humbly  aod  de- 
Toutty  to  acknowledge  our  dependence  upon 
Almighty  Gk>d,  and  to  implore  His  aid  and 
protection;  therefore,     , 

Resolved,  by  the  SenaU  and  Bouee  of  Rejmre' 
eenUUtoee  of  me  Vmted  Staiee  of  America  in  Qmr 
freee  aeeemhled,  That  a  joint  committee  of  both 
Houses  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  request  that  he  recommend  a  day  of 
Public  Humihaiion  and  Prayer,  to  be  observed 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States  with  religious 
solemnity,  and  the  offering  of  fervent  supplica- 
tions to  Almighty  God  for  the  safety  and  welfare 
of  these  States,  His  blessing  on  their  arms,  and 
the  speedy  restoration  of  peace. 
H.  CLAY, 
Speaker  of  Bouee  of  JRepreeentaHvee. 
B.  GERRY, 
Vice  Preeident,  and  President  of  Senate. 
WABBiNOToif ,  July  16,  I8ia 


A    PROCLAMATIOlf. 

Whereas  the  Coiyress  of  the  United  States,  hj 
a  joint  resolution  of  the  two  Houses,  have  signi- 
fied a  request  that  a  day  may  be  recommended,  to 
be  observed  by  the  people  of  the  United  States 
with  religious  solemnity,  as  a  day  of  Public  Hu- 
fnHiation  and  Prayer;  and  whereas,  in  times  of 
public  calamity,  such  as  that  of  the  war,  brought 
on  the  United  States  by  the  injustice  of  a  foreign 
Government,  it  is  especially  becoming  that  the 
hearts  of  all  should  oe  touched  with  the  same, 
and  the  eyes  of  all  be  turned  to  that  Almighty 
Power,  iff  whose  hands  are  the  welfare  and  the 
destiny  of  nations :  I  do,  therefore,  issue  this  my 
Proclamation,  recommending  to  all,  who  shall  be 
piouslv  disposed  to  unite  their  hearts  and  voices 
in  addressmg,  at  one  and  the  same  time,  their 
TOWS  and  adorations  to  the  great  Parent  and  Sov- 
ereign of  the  Universe,  that  they  assemble,  on  the 
second  Thursday  of  September  next,  in  their  re- 
spective religious  conffre|[ations.  to  render  Him 
thanks  for  the  many  blessings  He  has  bestowed 
on  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  that  He  has 
blessed  them  with  a  land  capable  of  yielding  all 
the  necessaries  and  requisites  of  human  life,  with 
ample  means  for  convenient  exchanges  with  for- 
eign countries;  that  He  has  blessed  the  labors 
emploved  in  ito  cultivation  and  improvement; 
that  He  is  now  blessing  the  exertions  to  extend 
and  establish  the  arts  and  manufactures,  which 
will  secure  within  ourselves  supplies  too  impor- 
tant to  remain  dependent  on  the  precarious  policy, 
on  the  peaceable  dispositions  of  other  nations: 
and,  particularly,  that  He  has  blessed  the  United 
Btates  with  a  political  Constitution,  founded  on 
the  will  and  authority  of  the  whole  people,  and 
guaranteeing  to  each  individual  the  security,  not 
only  of  his  person  and  his  property,  but  of  those 
sacred  rights  of  conscience,  so  essential  to  his 


present  happiness,  and  so  dear  to  his  future  hones* 
That  with  those  expressions  of  devout  thankful- 
ness, be  joined  supplications  to  the  same  Almighty 
Power,  that  He  would  look  down  with  compas- 
sion on  our  infirmities;  that  He  would  pardon 
our  manifold  transgressions,  and  awaken  and 
strengthen  us  in  all  the  wholesome  purposes  of 
repentance  and  amendment;  that,  in  this  season 
of  trial  and  calamity,  He  would  preside  in  a  par- 
ticular manner  over  our  public  councils,  and  in- 
spire all  citizens  with  a  love  of  their  country,  and 
with  those  fraternal  affections  and  that  mutual 
confidence,  which  have  so  happy  a  tendency  to 
make  us  safe  at  home  and  respected  abroad;  and 
that,  as  He  was  graciousljr  pleased,  heretofore,  to 
smile  on  our  struggles  against  the  attempts  of  the 
Government  of  the  empire,  of  which  these  States 
then  made  a  part,  to  wrest  from  them  the  rights 
and  privilc^  to  which  they  were  entitled  in 
common  with  every  other  part,  and  to  raise  them 
to  the  station  of  an  independent  and  sovereign 
people,  so  He  would  now  be  pleased,  in  like  man- 
ner, to  bestow  His  blessing  on  our  arms  in  resist- 
ing the  hostile  and  persevering  efforts  of  the  same 
Power  to  degrade  us  on  the  ocean,  the  common 
inheritance  of  all,  from  rights  and  immunities, 
belonging  aod  essential  to  the  American  people 
as  a  co-equal  member  of  the  great  community  of 
independent  nations ;  and  that,  inspiring  our  ene- 
mies with  moderation,  with  justice,  andwith  that 
spirit  of  reasonable  accommodation,  which  our 
country  has  continued  to  manifest,  we  may  be 
enabled  to  beat  our  swords  into  ploughshares,  and 
to  enjoy  in  peace,  every  man,  the  fruits  of  his 
honest  industry,  and  the  rewards  of  his  lawful 
enterprise. 

If  the  public  homage  of  a  people  can  ever  be 
worthy  the  favorable  regard  or  the  Holy  and 
Omniscient  Being  to  whom  it  is  addressed,  it 
must  be  that  in  which  those  who  join  in  it  are 
guided  only  by  their  free  choice,  by  the  impulse 
of  their  hearts  and  the  dictates  of  their  consci- 
ences ;  and  such  a  spectacle  must  be  interesting 
to  all  Christian  nations ;  as  proving  that  religion, 
that  gift  of  Heaven  for  the  good  of  man,  freed 
from  all  coercive  edicts,  from  that  unhallowed 
connexion  with  the  powers  of  this  world,  which 
corrupts  rdigion  into  an  instrument  or  an  usurper 
of  the  policy  of  the  State,  and.  making  no  appeal 
but  to  reason,  to  the  heart,  anu  to  the  conscience, 
can  spread  its  benign  influence  everywhere,  and 
can  attract  to  the  Divine  Altar  those  fr^will 
offerings  of  humble  supplication,  thanksgiving, 
and  praise,  which  alone  can  be  acceptable  to  Him 
whom  no  hypocrby  can  deceive,  and  no  forced 
sacrifices  propitiate. 

Upon  these  principles,  and  with  these  viewi^ 
the  good  people  of  the  United  States  are  invited, 
in  conformity  with  the  resolution  aforesaid,  to 
dedicate  the  day  above  named  to  the  religious 
solemnities  therein  recommended. 

Given  at  Washington,  this  twenty-third  day 
J.  ^  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
^       J  sand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

JABiBS  MADISON. 
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PASSED  AT  THE  FIRST  AND  SECOND  SESSIONS  OF  THE  THIRTEENTH  CONGRESS, 

BEGUN  AND  HELD  AT  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON, 

MAT  S4  AND  DECEMBER  6»  1813. 


An  Act  concemiDg  certain  streett  in  Georgetown. 
*  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  ofBep- 
reaentativee  of  the  United  Statee  of  America^in 
Congrese  aeeembled,  That  it  shall  and  may  bt 
lawful  for  the  proprietors  of  the  ground  to  open 
a  new  street  in  the  town  of  Georgetown,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  beginning  at  the  termina- 
tion of  three  hundred  and  seven ty-eight  feet  and 
aix  inches  from  the  intersection  of  Washington 
and  Bridge  streets,  on  the  east  side  of  Washing- 
ton street,  and  south  of  Bridge  street,  and  thence 
running  parallel  with  Bridge  street  to  Rock  creek 
of  the  width  of  sixty  feet,  to  be  called  Need  wood 
street. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  That  Greene 
street  in  the  said  town,  be  opened  and  extended 
to  Causeway  street,  in  lines  parallel  with  Wash- 
ington street ;  and  that  Montgomery  street  Jn  the 
said  town,  be  opened  and  extended  from  Bridge 
street  to  Needwood  street,  in  lines  parallel  with 
Washington  street. 

Sao.  3.  And  be  U  JuHher  enacted,  That  the 
streets  called  and  known  by  the  names  of  Lorely 
and  Wapping,  and  all  that  part  of  Montgomery 
street,  south  from  Bridge  street  to  Causeway 
street,  not  embraced  in  lines  parallel  with  Wash- 
ington street,  lying  between  Washington  street 
and  Rock  creex.  in  the  said  town,  upon  the  open- 
iag  and  esuUishment  of  the  said  sueets,  between 
Washington  street  and  Roek  ereek,  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  Tacated;  and  the  title  to  the 
froand,  o?er  wbieh  the  same  now  runs,  shall  be 
Yetted  in  fee  simple  in  the  proprietors  of  the 
ground  orer  which  the  streets  to  be  opened  and 
extended,  by  Tirtue  of  this  act,  shall  run,  in 
proportion  to  the  quantity  owned  by  each  pro- 
prietor. 
^  H.  CLAY, 

Speaker  of  the  Haute  of  RepreeerUativee. 

B.  GBRRY, 
Hce  Prendent  of  the  United  States,  and 
President  of  the  Senate. 
Approfed,  June  14, 1813. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


An  Act  for  the  govemment  of  persons  in  certain 
fisheries. 

Be  it  enacted.  4^.,  That  the  master  or  skipper 
of  any  ressel  or  the  burden  of  twenty  tons  or  up- 
wards, qualified  according  to  law  for  carrying  on 
the  bank  and  other  cod  fisheries,  bound  from  a 
port  of  the  United  States  to  be  employed  in  aay 
such  fishery,  at  sea,  shall,  before  proceeding  on 
such  fishing  rojrage,  make  an  agreement  in  writ- 
ing, or  print,  with  every  fisherman  who  may  bo 
employed  therein,  (except  only  an  appreatice  or 
servant  of  himself  or  owner,)  and,  in  addition  to 
such  terms  of  shipment  as  may  be  agreed  oa, 
shall,  in  such  agreement,  express  whether  the 
same  is  to  continue  for  one  voyage  or  for  the  fish- 
ing season,  and  shall  also  express,  that  the  fish  or 
the  proceeds  of  such  fishing  voyage  or  voyages, 
which  may  appertain  to  the  fishermen,  shall  be 
divided  among  t4iem  in  proportion  to  the  quaatt* 
ties  or  number  of  said  fish  which  they  may  re- 
spectively have  caught;  which  agreement  shall 
be  endorsed  or  countersigned  by  the  owner  of 
such  fishing  vessel,  or  his  agent.    And  if  any 
fisherman,  having  engaged  himself  for  a  voyage 
or  for  the  fishing  season,  in  any  fishing  vessel,  and 
signed  an  agreement  therefor  as  aforesaid,  shall 
thereafter,  and  while'such  agreement  remains  in 
force  to  be  performed,  desert  or  absent  himself 
from  such  vessel  without  leave  of  the  master  or 
skipper  thereof,  or  of  the  owner  or  his  ageat, 
sucn  deserter  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties 
as  deserting  seamen  or  mariners  are  subject  to  in 
the  merchant  service,  and  may,  in  like  manner 
and  upon  the  like  complaint  and  proof,  be  appre- 
hended and  detained ;  and  all  costs  of  process  and 
commitment,  if  paid  by  the  master  or  owner,  shall 
be  deducted  out  of  the  shareof  fish,  or  proceeds  of 
any  fishing  voyage,  to  which  such  deserter  had  or 
shall  become  entitled.    And  any  fisherman,  hav- 
ing engaged  himself  as  aforesaid,  who  shall,  dur- 
ing such  fishing  voyage,  refuse  or  neglect  his 
proper  duty  on  board  the  fishing  vessel,  being 
thereto  ordered  or  required  by  the  master  or  skip- 
per thereof,  or  shall  otherwise  resist  hu  just  corn- 
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Bands  to  the  hindrance  or  detriment  of  sach  voy- 
a|^,  besides  being  answerable  for  all  damages 
arising  therebVf  shall  forfeit  to  the  ose  of  the  owner 
of  sach  vessel  his  share  of  any  pablic  allowance 
which  may  be  paid  upon  such  voyage. 

Sfic.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacUd,  That  where 
an  agreement  or  contract  shall  be  so  made  and 
aiguM  for  a  fishing  voyige  or  for  the  fishing  sea- 
son, and  any  fish  which  may  have  been  cangbt 
onooard  such  vessel  dariog  &•  same^  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  owner,  or  to  his  agent,  for  cure, 
and  shall  be  sold  by  said  owner  or  agent,  such 
vessel  shall,  for  the  term  of  six  months  after  such 
sale,  be  liam  and  siaamtMe  fsr  the  skipper's 
and  every  other  fisheoBiioa^  ahare  of  such  ftih, 
and  mav  be  proceeded  against  in  the  same  fomi, , 
and  to  the  same  efiect,  as  any  other  vessel  is  by 
law  liable  and  may  be  proceeded  against  for  the 
wages  of  seamen  or  mariners  in  the  merchant 
service.  And  upon  such  process  for  the  value  of 
a  share  or  shares  of  the  proceeds  offish  delivered 
and  sold  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  incumbent  on 
the  owner  or  his  agent  to  jprocure  a  just  account 
of  the  sales  and  division  of  such  fisb  according  to 
aseh  agretoMBt  or  eontract ;  otirarwise  the  said 
▼eaiei  slwll  braosweraMe  upon  such  process  for 
what  may  be  the  bigheac  value  of  the  shiaies  de- 
manded. Bat,  ia  all  eases,  the  o\iAier  of  such 
veiael  Of  hia  agent,  appearing  te  answer  to  such 
pioaeSB,  nwy  oBu  tlttreupon  his  ajccooat  ai  gen- 
eral supplMs  made  for  such  fishing  voyage  ami  0f 
other  sapplies  therefor  made  to  either  of  the  de» 
mandaats,  and  shall  be  allowed  to  produce  evi- 
dence tbOMof  in  anawar  to  their  demands,  respect- 
ively ;  and  jndgdMnt  shall  be  rendered  upon  such 
process  for  the  re^Mctive  balances  which,  upon 
sach  an  inquiry,  shall  appear:  Prmidedj  <uwa^, 
That,  when  process  shiJl  be  issued  against  any 
Tessel  liable  as  aforesaid,  i{  the  owner  thereof,  or 
bis  agent,  will  give  bond  to  each  fisherman  in 
whose  favor  such  process  ^all  be  instituted,  with 
sufficient  security,  to  the  satisfaction  of  two  jus- 
tices of  the  peace,  one  of  whom  shall  be  named 
by  Mch  owner  or  agent,  and  the  other  by  the  fish- 
ennaa  or  fishermen  pursuing  such  process,  or  if 
either  pnty  shall  refuse,  then  the  justice  first  ap- 
pointed shall  name  his  associate,  with  condition 
to  answer  and  pay  whatever  sum  shall  be  recov- 
ered by  him  or  them  on  such  process,  there  shall 
be  an  maMdiate  discharge  of  such  vessel :  Pro- 
'sidsdf  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  pre- 
vent any  fisherman  from  having  his  action  at  com- 
mon law  fee  his  share  or  shares  offish,  or  the  pro- 
ceeds theteof,  as  aforesaid. 

Approved,  June  19^  ISIS^ 


An  Act  10 
tlsd^'An 
aadte 


amend  the  actaa 


to  the  act, 
■liHtaty  forea. 


Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  five  of  the  regiments 
which  were  authorized  to  be  raised  by  an  act  in 
addition  to  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  raise  an 
addhioml  military  force,  and  for  other  purposes," 
passed  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  may,  at  the 


discretion  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales, 
be  enlisted  for  and  during  the  war,  unless  sooner 
discharged,  and  be  limited  as  to  service  to  the 
defence  of  the  seaboard  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  such  part  thereof  as  the  President  may  elect 
and  determine. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  each 
man  recruited  under  the  authority  of  this  act.  be 
allow-ed  the  same  bounty  in  money  and  lana  as 
is  allowed  by  law  to  men  enlisted  for  five  years 
or  for  the  war,  and  that  the  officers,  non-com- 
missioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  shall 
receive  the  same  pty,  clothing^  subsistence,  and 
forage,  be  entitled^to^  tha  samo  benefits^  be  sub- 
ject to  the'  same  niiea-  aot  negulations,  and  be 
placed  in  every  respect  on  the  same  footing^  as 
the  other  regular  troops  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  July  5, 1813. 


An  Act  anthorising  the  President  of  the  United  States 

to  canse  to  be  built  baiges  for  the  defence  of  the 

ports  Skid  harbors  of  the  ihiiCsd'Ststai; 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  Thtt,  fbr  tba  protecrion  of 

the  ports  and  harbors  of  tbe  UiiRed  States,  tfui 

President  shall  cause  to  be  buih,  wttbout  ilmf) 

such  number  of  barges  as  he  may  deem  necessary , 

to  be  armed,  equipped,  and  manned  as  he  may 

direct,  of  a  size  not  less  than  forty-five  feet  iong^ 

and  capable  of  oarryinff  heavy  guns. 

Snc.  2.  And  be  It  firther  enacted,  That^  Ar 
the  purpose  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved^  July  5,  1813. 


An  Ad  fiuther  eztsadiag  the  time  foe 
locating  nulitaiy  land  warrants. 
Be  U  enacted,  fc,  That  thaBaereiary  of  War 
be  autkodzed  to  issue  mUitarv  laad  warraitta  t* 
such  persons  as  have  or  shall.  beA>re  the  firai  day 
of  March,  onir  thousand  eigliit  huadnd  andaa- 
teen^  produeeto  him  sacisfiioiory  evidenaa  of  (b# 
validity  of  their  claiaMi  which  war«aatf>  Willi 
those  heretofore  issued  and  not  yet  satisfied,  sktslk 
and  may  be  located  in  the  name  of  the  hoMfem^ 

Kroprietors  theraofi  prior  to  the  first  day  of  OOI0- 
er,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixieaa,  oft 
any  Allocated  parts  of  the  fiitj  quamor  t<»w«ahif% 
awl  the  fractional  quarter  towMhips  reaerved  ly 
law  for  original  holders  of  oailiiary  land  wanaMaw 
And  patents  ahaU  be  granted  for  the  laad  Insatad 
Wider  this  act,  in  tho  same  manaar  aa  is  dinralaA 
by  former  acts  for  grantiag  militajry  lands. 
Approved,  July  S,  1813. 

An  Act  to  reward  the  oflSpers  and  crew  of  die  sloop  of 
war  Hornet;  sod  Lieutenant  Elliott  and  his  officen 
and  roftipanloiis* 

Be  tt  enactedf  ^  That  the  PEesident  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
have  distributed,  as  prize  money,  to  CapUin  Jamea 
Lawrence,  late  of  the  sloop  of  war  uome^  hia 
officers  and  crew,  or  their  widows  and  chilaren, 
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tin  Sam  ^f  Ivtaty^ftrt  tbooiaiid  dollars,  for  the 
Oipture  and  dettroetion  of  the  British  brig  P«a^ 
oock;  and  to  LteottaaDt  £lltott»  and  his  oflleefs 
aad  eompaoioBs,  or  their  widows  aad  children, 
ihe  sum  of  twelve  thoosand  dollars,  for  the  cap- 
tote  and  destruction  of  the  British  brig  Detroit; 
aid  that  the  sam  of  thirtf-seren  thonsaod  dollars 
be  aad  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  to  the 
purpose  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  oot  olany  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Af  proYed,  July  13, 1813. 

An  Act  freeing  from  pestsge  all  letters  and  packets  to 

and  from  the  Snperiateadeot  General  of  Military 

Supplies. 

Be  it  enactedj  fc,,  That  all  letters  and  packets 
to  and  from  the  Superintendent  General  of  Mili- 
tary Bapplies,  whien  relate  to  his  official  duties, 
shall  be  me  from  postage. 

Approved,  July  23, 1W3. 


An  Act  to  relinquish  the  claims  of  the  United  States 
to  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  captured 
by  priTate  armed  vessels. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  all  riaht  and  claim 
which  may  have  accrued  to  the  United  Sutes, 
under  an  act,  entitled  **An  act  to  prohibit  the  com- 
^nercial  intercourse  between  the  United  Statesand 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  and  an  act,  entitled  ^^An 
act  concerning  the  commercial  ihtercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  and  an  act  supplementary  to  the  last 
mentioned  act,  to  goods,  wares,  and  merchadise, 
being  the  property  of  British  subjects,  and  shipped 
from  the  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  since  the  decuiration  of  war 
by  the  United  Statas  against  that  Kingdom, 
which  have  been  captured  by  private  Rtmed  Tes- 
eels  of  the  United  States,  on  tne  hijg^h  and  open 
seas,  and  without  the  territorial  limits  aad  juris- 
^etioB  9i  the  United  States,  aad  have  been  li- 
belled and  claimed,  by  or  in  behalf  of  the  owners 
jmd  other  persaas  interested  in  the  said  private 
enmed  vessels,  income  court  of  the  United  States 
having  competent  jurisdiction  thereof,  be  and 
the  same  are  hereby  relinquished,  in  all  cases 
wliere  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  being 
the.property  of  British  subjects,  and  captured  as 
afolesaid,  shall  have  been  or  shall  be  condemned 
as  prize  of  war,  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors^  by 
the  final  judgiaent  of  any  court  of  the  United 
Btttes,  having  jurisdiction  as  aforesaid ;  all  suits, 
libels,  or  prosecution 'instituted  or  commenced  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  for  the  recovery  of  any 
forfeiture  or  penalty,  accrued  by  reason  of  an  in- 
fraction of  any  of  the  three  acts  fi[rst  above  mention- 
ed, affectinff  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  the 
property  of  British  subjects,  and  which  have  been 
eaptnred  as  aforesaid,  and  libelled  in  behalf  of 
the  captors,  shall  be  discontinued  on  payment  of 
the  costs  accrued  on  such  suits  or  libels,  by  or  on 
behalf  of  the  said  owner  or  owners.  But  in  ail 
cases  where  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  thus 


libelled,  shall  not  be  condemned,  as  aforesaid  for 
the  benefit  of  the  captors,  the  right  and  claim  ^ 
the  United  Sutes  to  the  forfeiture  of  such  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  shall,  notwithstanding 
the  discontinuance  of  the  suits  and  libels  in  behalf 
of  the  said  States,  remain  unimpaired,  and  such 
forfeitures  may,  after  a  final  decision  against  the 
captors,  be  recovered  or  remitted,  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  the  several  laws  now  in 
force,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  suits  or  libels 
bad  not  been  discontinued :  Provided,  That  noth- 
ing herein  coauined  shaU  extend  to  or  embrace 
any  capture  made  by  such  private  armed  vessels 
in  violation  of  the  additional  instmctioos  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  the  public  and 
privatearmed  vessels  thereof,  of  the  twcaty«eij[htk 
day  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  etght 
hundred  and  twelve,  after  the  captor  shall  hava 
been  apprized  thereof,  or  by  any  such  privatt  armed 
vessel  which  was  in  any  port  of  the  United  States 
subsequent  to  the  said  proclamation,  and  prior  to 
such  captUK. 

Sec.  2.  AMd  be  it  Jwiker  enacted,  That  node- 
oision  which  may  hereafter  be  BMde  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  under  the  act,  entitled 
^Aa^ot  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  femit  fiaes,  forfeitures,  and  pesalties,  ineertain 
caseS)''  shall  be  held  as  afieeting  ihe  datm  of  any 
person  or  persons  claiming  as  captors  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  the  forfeiture  of  which  to 
the  United  States  shall  have  been  remitted  by 
auch  decision. 
Sao.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  all 
ods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  captured  and  li- 
lled  as  aforesaid,  shall  pay  the  saoM  duties,  to 
be  secured  and  collected  in  the  same  maatter,  as 
is  provided  by  the  act  "  coneemiaff  letters  of 
maroue,  prizes,  and  prize  goods,"  witn  respect  to 
the  like  ffoods,  wares,  and  merehaadise,  whan 
oaptured  from  the  enemy,  aad  made  prize  of  war. 
Approved,  July  13, 1813. 


An  Act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  a  certain 
turnpike  read  in  the  connty  of  Alexandria. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^•,  That  William  Robinsoa, 
Charles  Lee,  Charles  Alexander,  Thomas  Swaa, 
Robert  Conway,  aad  Philip  Richard  Fendall,  be 
and  they  are  herebjr  appointed  a  board  of  aam- 
missioners,  a  maiority  of  whom  to  constituta  a 
quorum,  with  full  power  to  receive  aad  eater  in 
such  book  or  books  as  they  may  deem  proper,  hy 
themselves  or  their  asents,  subscriptions  for  rais* 
iag  a  capital  stock  of  eight  thousand  dollars,  uk 
shares  of  fifty  dollars  each,  for  the  purnose  of 
opening,  gravelling,  and  improving  a  road  in  the 
county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
from  the  intersection  of  West  street  and  Pendle- 
ton street,  in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  to  the  boun- 
dary line  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  the  most 
direct  and  practicable  route  towards  Leesburg, 
conforming  as  nearly  as  shall  be  ibuad  advanta- 

f^eous  and  convenient  to  the  present  main  road 
ending  from  the  said  intersection  towards  Lees- 
burg, and  through  thecounty  of  Alexandria  afore- 
said: Provided,  That  no  siibseription  shall  be  re- 
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eeived  nnless  the  sum  of  five  dollars  be  first  paid 
into  the  hands  of  sach  ageni  or  other  person  as 
the  said  commissioners  may  authorize  to  receive 
it.  The  times,  places,  and  manner  of  receiving 
and  entering  subscriptions  shall  be  prescribed  by 
the  said  commissioners,  and  advertised  in  such 
gazettes  as  they  may  deem  expedient ;  and  when- 
ever one  hundred  shares  or  more  fib  all  be  sub- 
scribed^ the  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
shall  gi?e  notice,  in  some  newspaper  printed  in 
the  said  District,  of  a  time  and  place,  to  be  by 
them  appointed,  for  the  subscribers  to  proceed  to 
organize  the  corporation  by  an  election  of  officers; 
tad  all  persons  who  may  then  be  or  thereafter 
may  become  the  proprietors  of  shares  in  the  said 
capital  stock,  either  as  subscribers  for  the  same 
or  as  the  legal  representatives,  successors,  or  as- 
signees, of  such  subscribers,  shall  become  one 
body  politic  and  corporate,  in  deed,  and -in  law, 
by  the  name  and  style  of  the  ^'Alexandria  and 
Leesburg  Turnpike  Company,''  and  by  the  same 
name  shall  ha?e  perpetual  succession  and  all  the 
privileges  belonging  to  a  corporation ;  and  shall 
'  be  capable  of  taking  and  holding  their  said  cap- 
ital stock  and  the  profits  thereof,  and  of  enlarging 
the  same  by  new  subscriptions  if  found  necessary 
to  fulfil  the  intent  of  this  act ;  and  of  purchasfbg, 
taking,  and  holding,  to  them  and  their  successors 
and  assicns,  in  fee  simple,,  or  for  any  lesser  estate, 
all  such  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  and 
estate,  real  and  personal,  as  shall  be  necessary 
and  useful  in  the  prosecution  of  their  wo^k;  and 
of  suing  and  being  sued,  of  having  a  common 
seal,  and  of  doing  all  and  every  other  matter  and 
thing,  concerning  the  subject  aforesaid,  which  a 
corporation  or  body  politic  may  do. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  company  shall  meet  on  the  third  Mondav  in 
March  in  every  year,  at  such  place  as  shall  be 
fixed l)y  their  by«laws,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing 
such  officers  as  aforesaid  for  the  ensuing  year,  in 
manner  aforesaid,  and  at  such  other  times  as  they 
shall  be  summoned  by  the  president  and  directors 
aforesaid ;  at  which  annual  or  special  meetings 
they  shall  ha?e  full  power  and  authority  to  do 
and  perform  aay  act  by  law  fallowed  and  pertain- 
ing to  the  aflfairs  of  said  company ;  and  the  pres- 
ident and  directors  for  the  time  being  shall  hold 
their  offices  until  others  shall  be  appointed  in  their 
places.    And  the  said  corporation  shall  not  be 
deemed  to  be  dissolved  by  reason  of  any  defect  of 
officers,  but  if  it  should  happen  that  there  should 
foe  no  president  or  directors  competent  to  call  a 
aaeeting  of  the  stockholders,  the  same  may  be 
called  by  any  stockholder  for  the  purpose  of  elect- 
ing such  officers,  giving  thirty  days'  notice  of  the 
time  and  place  of  such  meetinj^,  by  advertisements 
in  a  newspaper  printed  ia  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Sbc.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
president  and  directors  shall  procure  printed  cer- 
tificates for  all  the  shares  of  said  stock,  and  shall 
deliver  one  such  certificate,  signed  by  the  presi- 
dent, to  each  person  for  every  share  by  him  or 
her  subscribed  and  held,  which  certificate  shall 
b^  transferable  at  his  or  her  pleasure,  in  person 
or  by  attorney,  in  the  presence  of  the  president. 


clerk,  or  treasurer  of  said  company,  who  shall 
witness  the  same  ;  subject,  however,  to  all  paf - 
ment  due  or  to  grow  due  thereupon  ;  and  the  a»> 
signee  holding  any  such  certificatCi  having  caused 
the  a&tignmeat  to  be  entered  in  a  book  of  the 
company  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  shall  be  a 
member  of  said  company ;  and  for  every  eerttfi- 
cate  by  him  held  shall  be  entitled  to  one  share  in 
the  capital  stock  and  estate  of  said  company.  And 
if  any  stockholder,  after  thirty  days' public  notice 
in  a  newspaper  printed  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, of  the  time  and  place  appointed  lor  the  pay- 
ment of  any  portion  or  dividend  of  the  sum  sub* 
scribed  in  said  stock,  shall  neglect  to  pay  the  same 
for  the  space  of  thirty  days  after  the  time  ao  ap- 
pointed, the  share  or  shares  on  which  such  de- 
lioqueocy  has  taken  place  may  be  sold  ai  public 
auction,  and  transferred  by  them  to  any  person 
or  persons  willing  to  purchase  for  such  price  as 
can  be  obtained  ;  or  in  case  anjf  proprietor  shall 
fail  to  pay  any  instalment  which  shall  be  duly 
assessed,  such  instalment,  or  any  part  thereof  that 
shall  remain  deficient  or  unpaid,  may  be  recov- 
ered of  the  person  or  persons  so  failiog  to  pay,  by 
warrant  from  a  justice  of  the  peace,  if  the  amount 
shall  not  exceed  twenty  dollars ;  and  if  (he  sum 
so  due  shall  exceed  twenty  dollars,  the  samemvy 
be  recovered  by  motion,  in  the  name  of  the  said 
company,  on  ten  days' notice,  or  by  action  at  law 
in  the  usual  course  of  judicial  proceed!  agj  in  any 
court  of  record  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and 
in  all  instances  where  the  person  so  failing  to 
pay  his  instalment  cannot  be  found  in  the  said 
district,  then  recovery  shall  be  had  against  him 
by  such  mode  of  judicial  proceeding  as  is^author* 
ized  by  the  laws  of  the  country  wh«re  such  de- 
faulter shall  be  found ;  and  in  all  such  warrants, 
motions  or  actions,  the  certificate  of  the  cimk,  or 
recording  officer  of  the  said  Company,  shall  be  con- 
clusive evidence  of  the  defendant's  being  a  meoi- 
ber  of  the  company,  and  prima  fiicie  evidence  tf 
the  amount  due  on  the  share  or  shares  held  by 
such  defendant. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tke 
said  president  and  directors  shall  meet  at  such 
times  and  places  as  shall  be  agreed  cipon  (br  trana- 
acting  their  business ;  at  which  meeting^  avy 
three  members  shall  form  a  quorum,  who,  in  the 
absence  of  the  president,  may  choose  h  chairmail, 
and  shall  keep  minutes  of  all  their  transactions 
fairly  entered  in  a  book;  and  a  quorum  beiag 
met,  they  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to 
appoint  a  treasurer  and  ah  other  officers  neeea- 
sary  and  convenient,  and  agree  inth  and  appoint 
all  such  surveyors,  intendfots,  artists,  or  other 
agents,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  to  carry  on 
the  intended  works,  and  to  fix  their  salaries,  wages, 
or  compensation  ;  to  direct  and  order  the  times, 
manner,  and  proportions,  when  and  in  which  the 
stockholders  shall  pay  itioneys  due  on  their  respec- 
tive shares;  to  draw  orders  on  the  treasurer  for 
all  moneys  due  from  the  said  company,  and,  gen- 
erally, to  do  and  transact  ail  such  other  matters, 
acts,  and  things,  as  by  the  by-laws,  rules,  and  reg- 
ulations of  said  company,  shall  be  required  <ir 
permitted. 
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Bsa  5.  And  be  itjuriher  enacted^  Tbat  upon 
application  of  the  said  president  and  directors  of 
the  said  compaay,  to  the  circoit  court  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  or  to  the  judges  thereof  out  of 
oonrt,  the  said  court,  or  the  judges,  or  any  two  of 
thejudges  thereof  out  of  court,  shall  appoint  three 
comnussioners,  not  interested  in  any  of  the  lands' 
through  which  the  said  road  may  be  laid  out,  nor 
interested  in  the  stock  of  the  company  hereby 
ereated,  nor  in  the  stock  of  any  other  turnpike 
oompany^  who  shall  each  receiire  from  the  said 
president,  directors,  and  company,  two  dollars  for 
erery  day  they  shall  respecti7ely  be  actually  ne- 
cejwarily  employed  in  or  about  the  affairs  of  the 
said  company.  And  each  of  the  said  commis- 
sioners, before  he  proceeds  to  act  as  such,  shall 
take  and  subscribe  an  oath,  or  solemn  affirmation, 
in  the  presence  of  a  justice  of  the  peace,  that  he 
will  weU,  faithfully  and  impartially,  according  to 
the  best  of  his  skill  and  judgment,  and  without 
unnecessiiry  delar,  execute  and  perform  all  the 
duties  required  or  him  as  a  commissioner  under 
the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled 
"An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  cer- 
tain turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of  Colunwia;" 
which  oaths  or  affirmations,  so  subscribed  and  cer- 
tified by  the  justice,  in  whose  presence  they  shall 
be  seTerally  taken  and  subscribed,  shall  be  nled  in 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  said  circuit  court,  and 
enrolled  among  the  land  records  of  the  county  of 
Alexandria,  And  the  said  commissioners,  or  any 
two  of  them,  being  qualified  as  aforesaid,  shall, 
upon  the  reqtiest  of  the  said  president  and  direc- 
tors, cause  to  be  surveyed,  laid  out,  and  ascer- 
tained, described,  and  marked,  byceruin  metes  and 
bonnds.  of  the  aforesaid  turnpike  road,  described 
in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  not  less  than  sixty 
feet  in  breadth,  in  such  routes,  tracts  or  courses, 
for  the  same  respectively,  as,  in  the  best  of  their 
jodgment,  will  combine  snortness  of  distance  with 
the  most  convenient  groond,  and  the  smallest  ex- 
pense of  money ;  and  for  this  purpose  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  them,  and  such  agents,  assistants,  ser- 
vants^ or  aueodants,  as  they  may  think  proper  to 
«mploy,  to  outer  upon  any  of  the  lands  through  or 
near  which  the  said  road  may  be  laid  out,  having 
first  given  twenty  days'  public  notice  in  some  pub- 
lic Dewspa]>er,  printed  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, of  the  time  and  place  of  their  entering  on  the 
aaid  buaioess  of  sorveyins  and  laying  ont  each 
road  reepeotively.  And  if  anv  proprietor  of  any 
part  of  the  lands  through  which  the  said  road 
may  be  laid  out,  shall  require  compensation  for 
80  much  of  bis  or  her  said  land  as  may  be  occu- 
pied by  the  said  road,  or  shall  claim  damages  for 
or  on  account  of  the  opening  or  laying  out  the 
said  road  through  his  or  her  land,  and  if  the  said 
president  and  directors  cannot  agree  with  such 
proprietors  respecting  the  same,  then  the  said 
commissioners,  at  the  request  of  either  party, 
shall  appoint  a  day  and  place  to  hear  and  decide 
upon  such  claim,  and  the  amount  of  compensa- 
tion and  damages  which  such  proprietor  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  from  the  said  president,  direc- 
tors and  company  therefor,  first  giving  twenty 
days'  notice  to  the  adverse  party,  his  or  her  agent. 


or  attorney  in  fact,  or  other  legal  representative, 
if  either  shall  be  within  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  if  the  party  so  notified  shall  fail  to  attend,  or 
if  the  parly  shall  be  an  infant  under  age,  non 
compos  mentis,  feme  covert,  or  absent  out  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  have  no  known  agent 
or  legal  representative  therein,  then  the  said  com- 
missioners may  proceed  ex  parte  to  hear  and  de- 
cide the  same ;  and  the  award  of  them,  or  any 
two  of  them,  made  in  writing,  signed  by  them  or 
any  two  of  them,  shall  by  them  be  returned  to 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  said  court  for  the 
county  of  Alexandria,  within  ten  days  after  such 
bearing,  and  a  copy  thereof  shall,  within  ten  days 
after  such  return,  be  served  upon  such  of  the  par- 
ties as  are  resident  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  and 
if  such  award  be  not  at  the  session  of  the  said  cir- 
cuit court,  in  the  county  of  Alexandria,  next  afker 
such  return  of  the  said  award  to  the  clerk's  office, 
be  set  aside  on  account  of  fraud  or  partiality  in 
the  said  commissioners,  or  other  cause  deemed 
sufficient  in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  the  same, 
shall  be  final  and  conclusive  between  the  parties, 
and  shall  be  recorded  by  the  said  clerk  \  and  the 
sum  so  awarded  being  paid  to  the  said  clerk,  for 
the  use  of  the  person  entitled  to  receive  the  same, 
th^  said  land,  mentioned  and  described  in  the  said 
award,  shall  and  may  be  taken  and  occupied  as  a 
turnpike  road  and  public  highway  forever.  And 
the  said  commissioners,  upon  completing  the  said 
survey  of  the  said  road,  shall  return  a  plat  and 
certificate  of  such  survey  to  the  said  clerk,  and 
the  same  being  accepted  by  the  said  court,  shall 
be  recorded  by  the  said  clerk,  and  thereupon  the 
road  so  laid  out  shall  be  taken,  used  and  occupied 
as  a  turnpike  road  and  public  highway  forever; 
and  the  said  president,  directors  and  company 
may  thereupon  proceed  to  enter  upon  the  same, 
and  shall  cause  at  least  twenty-four  feet  in  breadth 
throughout  the  whole  length  thereof,  to  be  made 
an  artificial  road  of  stone,  gravel,  or  other  hard 
substance^  of  sufficient  depth  or  thickness  to  se- 
cure a  solid  and  firm  road,  with  a  surface  as  smooth 
as  the  materials  will  admit,  and  so  nearly  level 
that  it  shall  in  no  case  rise  or  fall  more  than  an 
angle  of  four  degrees  with  a  horizontal  line,  an^ 
the  said  road  shall  thereafter  be  kept  in  good  and 
perfect  repair;  and  wheresoever  upon  the  said 
road  any  bridge  shall  be  deemed  necessary,  the 
same  shall  be  built  of  sound  and  suiia^e  materials. 
And  in  case  either  of  the  said  commissioners 
should  die,  or  refuse  to  act,  or  become  incapaci- 
tated, or  should  be  removed  by  the  court  for  mis- 
conduct, the  said  court  may  appoint  another  in 
his  place ;  and  when,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said 
president  and  directors,  the  said  road  shall  be 
completed  to  the  extent  of  twenty-four  feet  in 
breadth,  the  same  shall  be  examined  by  the  said 
commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them ;  and  if  in  the 
opinion  of  them,  or  any  two  of  them,  the  said 
road  should  have  been  completed  to  the  extent  of 
at  least  twenty  four  feet  in  breadth,  according  to 
the  meaning  of  this  act,  they  shall  certify  the 
same,  to  the  said  circuit  court,  or  thejudges  thereof 
outof  court,  and  their  certificate  being  accepted 
by  the  said  court,  or  any  two  judges  thereof,  and 
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Moerded,  the  said  pr«ttdenC  and  directors  shall 
and  may  thereafter  erect  and  ^x  one  gate  and 
lampike  upon  and  across  the  said  road,  to  eolleet 
the  tolls  bereiDafter  tinted  to  the  said  company ; 
and  it  shall  he  lawful  for, them  to  appoint  sach 
and  so  many  toll  gatherers  as  they  sliall  deem 
necessary^  to  collect  and  receive  of  and  from  all 
and  every  person  and  persons  using  the  said  road, 
the  tolls  and  rates  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  to 
mop  any  person  or  persons  leading  or  driving  any 
horses,  mules,  cattle,  hogs,  sheep,  sulky,  chair, 
chaise,  phaeton,chariot,  coach,  cart,  wagon,  sleigh, 
sled,  or  any  carriage  of  ^mrden  or  pleasure,  from 
passing  through  the  said  gate,  until  the  said  tolls 
shall  ^  paid,  that  is  to  say :  For  every  score  of 
sheep,  five  cents ;  for  every  score  of  hogs,  five 
cents ;  for  every  score  of  cattle,  ten  cents ;  and  so 
in  proportion  for  any  greater  or  less  numher; 
for  every  horae  or  mule  with  a  rider,  three  cents; 
for  every  stace  or  wagon  and  two  horses,  six 
cents ;  for  either  carriage  last  mentioned,  with 
font  horses,  ten  cents ;  for  every  led  or  drireti 
horse  or  mule^  one  cent ;  for  every  culky,  chair, 
chaise,  or  carriage  of  pleasure,  with  two  wheels 
«ad  one  horse,  five  cents ;  for  ewy  coach,  chariot, 
plUMton,  or  chaise,  with  four  wheels  and  two 
horses,  nine  cents ;  for  any  of  the  said  carriages 
last  mentioned  with  four  horses,  eleven  cents ; 
for  every  other  Carriage  of  pleasure,  under  what- 
ever name  it  may  go.  the  like  isoms  according  to 
the  Bomher  of  wheels  and  horses,  in  proportion 
aforesaid ;  for  every  sled  or  sleigh  used  as  a  car- 
riage of  pleasure,  three  cents  for  each  horse  draw- 
ing the  same ;  for  every  sled  or  sleigh  used  as  a 
carriage  of  burden,  two  cents  for  each  horse  draw- 
ing the  same ;  for  every  cart  or  wagon,  whose 
wheels  do  not  exceed  four  inches  in  breadth,  three 
eents  for  each  horse  drawing  the  same ;  for  every 
cart  or  wagon,  whose  wheels  shall  exceed  in 
hreadth  four  inches,  and  not  exceed  seven  inches, 
one  and  an  half  cents  for  every  horse  tirawiaff  the 
same;  for  every  cart  or  waffoo,  whose  wheels 
shall  be  more  than  seven  inches  in  breadth,  and 
■ot  more  than  ten  inches,  one  and  a  quarter  cents 
for  every  horse  drawing  the  same ;  for  every  cart 
or  wagon,  the  breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall  be 
nu)re  than  ten  inches,  and  not  exceeding  twelve 
iaches,  one  cent  for  every  horse  dmwing  the 
same:  And  that  all  such  carriages  as  aforesaid 
to  be  drawn  hy  part  oxen,  or  to  he  drawn  by  mules 
in  whole  or  part,  two  oxen  shall  be  estimated  as 
equal  to  one  horse  in  charging  all  the  aforesaid 
tc»ls,  and  every  mole  as  equal  to  one  horse. 

Sbo.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all 
cases  where  stone,  gravel,  earth  or  sand  shall  be 
necessary  for  making  or  repairing  the  said  road, 
and  the  said  president,  directors  and  company  of 
Alexandria  and  Leesburg  turnpike  road  cannot 
agree  for  the  same,  with  the  owner  thereof,  then, 
upon  application  by  the  said  president  and  direct- 
ors, or  any  person  authorized  by  them,  to  any  one 
of  the  judges  of  the  said  district  court,  he  may,  if 
he  see  cause,  by  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal, 
command  the  marshal  of  the  said  district  to  sum- 
mon a  jury  of  thirteen  disinterested  persons,  qual- 
ified to  serve  as  petit  jurors  in  the  said  circuit 


eo«fft,  10  iheet  at  the  pkee  wdieie  aneh  maiadals 
may  be^  on  some  day.  not  aaoretfaas  ten  days  af- 
ter the  date  of  such  wanraat ;  and  to  g|ive  the 
other  party  five  days'  notioe  of  the  said  time  and 
place,  if  such  party  be  ibund  within  the  Distriet 
of  Colombia ;  and  if  anv  of  the  said  joioivohould 
fail  to  attend  at  the  said  time  and  puce,  the  maf- 
sbal  may  immediatdy  sommoa  tAlesaien  m  the 
place  of  those  who  are  absent.,  aiid  sh^l  admia- 
ister  an  oath  to  the  said  jurors  and  taksOMD^  as 
the  case  may  be,  justly  and  impartiallf  lo  vsme 
the  said  materials,  and  to  assass  the  danage^whioh 
the  owner  thereof  shall  sustain  hj  tha  t$kiag 
thereof  hy  the  sard  president,  direetovs  aad  aofli- 
paay  of  the  Alexandria  and  Leesborg  tarnpifce 
road ;  which  valuation  and  pissessment  of  dam- 
ages made  by  the  said  jorocs,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  shall  be  signed  by  the  said  oMrshal  aad  the 
jurors,  or  so  many  of  them  as  shall  Mvee  therala, 
and  be  retoraed  by  the  marshal  to  the  said  clerk 
of  the  said  co«rt  for  the  ooamy  of  Alexandria, 
to  he  by  him  eecorded,  and  shall  heeoni^sive 
between  the  parties ;  and  a  copy  thereof  shnil  ke 
delivered  to  eachrof  the  parties  yfho  may  be  res- 
ident within  the  district  j  and  the  sam  so  aiWMd- 
ed  and  lissesscd  being  paid  to  thesaid  eletkof  tiK 
said  court,  for  the  use  of  the  party  entitled  ihnie- 
to,  the  said  president  and  dtvectocs  may  pvoeeed 
to  take  and  carry  away  the  said  mateviats  so  val- 
ued for  the  purposes  aforesaid ;  and  the-said  pres- 
ident, directors  and  company  shall  pay  the  said 
marshal  five  dollars  for  his.  services  in  summon- 
ing and  empanneiing  the  said  jury  and  talcing  and 
returning  tlie  said  inquest,  and  two  dollars  to  each 
of  the  jurors  so  sworn. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  ^riher  macted,  That  far 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  weight  that  may 
be  drawn  along  the  said  rmUl  in  «ay  wagon,  earf, 
or  other  carriage  of  burden,  it-  shall  and  may  he 
lawful  for  the  said  president,  managers  and  com- 
pany to  erect  and  establish  scales  and  weights  at 
or  near  the  ^te  erected,  or  to  be  erected,  in  par- 
snance  of  this  act,  as  they  may  think  properi  aad 
where  there  may  seem  reasonable  cause  to  eas- 
pect  that  any  cart,  wagon,  or  other  earriage-of 
burden  o»ries  a  greater  weiaht  than  is,  or  shall 
be  by  law  allowable,  it  shall  be  lawfhl  (or  tlie 
toll  gatherers,  or  other  persons  ia  their  service  or 
empStoyment,  to  prevent  the  eame  fyom  passing 
such  gate  or  turnpike,  until  soch  cart^  wagoa,  or 
cerriage  of  burden,  shall  be  drawn  into  tM  ficed 
or  erected  scales,  at  or  near  any  such  gate  or 
turnpike,  and  the  weight  or  harden  drawn  there- 
in ascertained  by  weighing }  and  i(  the  person  or 
persons  driving,  or  having  care  or  charge  of  any 
such  cart,  wagon,  or  other  oarrttge  of  burden, 
shall  refuse  to'drive  the  same  into  any  such  scales 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  the  person  or  persons 
so  refusing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  said  pres- 
ident, manaffcrsj  and  company,  any  sum  not  less 
than  five  dollars,  nor  more  tfaian  eight  dollars,  to 
be  recovered  in  the  manner  hereinefter.  men- 
tioned. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
wagon  or  other  carriage  with  four  wheels,  the 
breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall  not  be  four  inches, 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


%m 


APPBNPIX. 


Public  Acts  of  Omgres$. 


s))tU  be  drawn  along  the  said  road  with  a  greater 
weight  thereon  than  three  tons  weight ;  that  do 
such  carriage^  the  breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall 
not  be  seven  inches,  or,  being  six  ioches  or  more, 
shall  roll  at  least  ten  inches,  shall  be  drawn  along 
the  said  road  with  more  than  five  tons ;  that  no 
such  carria^,  the  breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall 
not  be  ten  inches  or  more,  or,  being  less,  shall  not 
roll  at  least  twelve  inches,  shall  be  drawn  along 
the  said  road  with  more  than  eight  ton; ;  that 
no  cart  or  carriage,  with  two  wheels,  the  same 
breadth  of  wheels  as  the  wagons  aforesaid,  §hall 
be  drawn  along  the  said  road  with  more  than  half 
the  burden  or  weight  aforesaid ;  and  if  any  cart 
wagon,  or  carriage  of  burden  whatsoever,  shall 
be  drawn  along  the  said  road  with  a  greater 
weight  than  is  hereby  allowed,  the  owner  or 
owners  of  such  carriage,  if  the  excess  of  burden 
shall  be  three  hundred  weight  or  upwards,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  four  times  the  customary  tolls,  for 
the  use  of  the  company :  Provided  €U%day$,  That 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  company 
by  their  by-laws  to  alter  any  or  all  the  regulations 
herein  contained,  respecting  the  burdens  or  car- 
riages to  be  drawn  over  the  saidToad,  and  to  sub* 
stitute  other  regulations,  if  upon  experiment  such 
alterations  shaO  be  found  conducive  to  the  public 
good :  Provided  nevertheless^  That  such  regula- 
tions shall  not  lessen  the  burdens  of  carriages 
above  described. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  itjurther  enactedy  That,  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  said  company  shall 
keep,  or  cause  to  be  kept,  fair  andjust  accounts 
of  all  moneys  to  be  received  by  them  from  the 
said  commissioners  first  herein  named,  and  from 
the  stockholders  or  subscribers  to  the  said  under- 
taking on  account  of  their  several  subscriptions 
or  shares,  and  of  all  moneys  by  them  to  be  ex- 
pended in  the  prosecution  of  their  said  work ; 
and  shall  once  at  least  in  every  year  submit  such 
accounts  to  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders, 
until  the  said  road  shall  be  completed,  and  until 
the  costs,  charges  and  expenses  of  efiecting  the 
same  shall  be  fully  liquidated,  paid,  and  dis- 
charged \  and  if^  upon  such  liquidation,  or  when- 
ever the  whole  capital  stock  of  the  said  company 
shall  be  nearly  expended,  it  shall  be  found  that 
the  said  capital  stock  will  not  be  sufficient  to 
complete  the  said  road,  according  to  the  true  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  thisact^  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  said  stockholders,  being  convened 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  their 
by-laws  and  rules,  to  increase  the  amount  to  be 
paid  on  the  shares  from  time  to  time,  to  such  ex- 
tent as  shall  be  necessarjf  to  accomplish  the  work; 
and  to  demand  and  receive  the  increased  amount 
so  to  be  required  on  such  shares,  in  like  manner 
and  under  the  like  penalties  as  are  hereinbefore 
provided  for  the  original  payments,  or  as  shall  be 
provided  by  their  by-laws. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  president  and  directors  shall  also  keep,  or 
cause  to  be  kept,  just  and  true  accounts  of  all 
monevs  to  be  received  by  their  several  collectors 
of  tolls,  at  the  turnpike  gate  on  the  said  road,  and 
shall  make  and  declare  a  half  yearly  dividend 
13th  Con.  2d  Sbss.— 85 


aforesaid,  in  dome  newspaper  printed  in  the  Dis* 
trict  of  Columbia,  and  at  the  time  and  place  whea 
and  where  the  same  will  be  paid,  and  cause  to  b« 
paid  the  same  immediately. 

Seo.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  corporation  to  ke^ 
the  taid  road  in  good  repair ;  and  if,  in  neglect  oft 
their  said  duty,  the  said  corporation  shall,  at  any 
time,  sufier  the  said  road  to  be  out  of  repair, sa as. 
to  be  unsafe  or  inconvenient  for  passengers,  tht^ 
said  corporation  shall  be  liable  to  be  preseateid  for 
such  neglect,  before  any  court  of  competent  juris* 
diction,  and  upon  conviction  thereof  to  pay  tha 
United  States  a  penalty  notexceediogone  hundred, 
dollars,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court;  and  shali* 
also  be  responsible  for  all  damages  which  may 
be  sustained  by  any  person  or  persons,  in  conso* 
quence  of  such  want  of  repair,  to  be  recovered 
in  an  action  of  trespass  on  the  ease,  in  any  court 
competent  to  try  the  same :  Provided alwea^^ and' 
it  is  further  enacted^  That  whenever  the  net  pro- 
ceeds of  tolls  collected  on  said  road  sbaH  amount 
to  a  sum  sufficient  to  reimburse  the  capital  wiiich- 
shall  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  such  land 
and  making  such  roads,  and  twelve  per  cent,  in- 
terest per  annum  thereon,  to  be  ascertained  by  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  in  and  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  the  same  shall  become  a 
free  road,  and  tolls  shall  be  no  longer  coUeeted. 
thereon;  and  the  said  company  shall  annually 
make  returns  to  said  circuit  court  of  the  amounl 
of  the  tolls  collected,  and  of  their  necessary  ex- 
penses, so  as  to  enable  said  circuit  court  to  deterr* 
mine  when  said  tolls  shall  ceaae. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if 
any  person  or  persons,  riding  in  or  driving  any. 
carriage  of  any  kind,  or  leading,  riding  or  driving 
any  horses,  sheep,  bogs,  or  any  kind  of  cattle 
whatever,  on  said  road,  shall  pass  through  any 
private  gate,  bars  or  fence,  or  over  any  private 
way  or  passage,  or  pass  through  any  toll  gate, 
under  any  pretended  privilege  or. exemption,  to 
which  he,  or  she,  or  they,  may  not  be  entitled,  or 
do  any  actor  thing,  with  intent  to  lessen  or  evade 
the  tolls  for  passing  through  the  gate  established' 
under  this  act,  such  perspn  or  perton^j  for  every 
such  offence,  shall  forfeit,  to  the  said  president  and 
directors,  not  less  than  three  nor  more  tbatt  tent 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  before  any  justice  o£.the> 
peace,  with  costs,  in  the  same  manner  that  smaU? 
debts  are  recoverable :  Provided,  That  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  the  company  to  ask,  dei^aad  or  re- 
ceive from  or  for  persons  living  on  or  adjacent  to 
the  said  road,  who  may  have  occasion  to  patts  by 
said  road,  upon  the  ordinary  business  relating  ta 
their  farms,  so  far  as  the  limits  of  the  same  may 
extend  on  the  roads,  respectively,  who  shall  not' 
have  any  other  convenient  road  or  way  by  which 
they  may  pass,  from  one  part  to  another  part 
thereof,  any  toll  for  passing  on  said  turnpike. 

Approved,  July  13, 1813. 

An  Act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making  a  certaia 
turnpike  road  in  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 
Be  U  enacted,  f  c,  That  William  Marbory, 
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Jobn  Hoye,  George  Johnson,  William  Steuart, 
William  Wbrnno,  Washington  Bowie,  John  W. 
Bronaugh,  ^Edgar  Patterson,  and  John  Eliason. 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed,  a  board  ot 
commissioners,  a  majority  of  whom  to  constitute 
a  qnoruro,  with  full  powers  to  receive  and  enter 
in  such  book  or  books  as  they  may  deem  proper, 
by  themselves  or  their  agents,  subscriptions  for 
raising  a  capital  stock  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  in 
shares  of  fifty  dollars  each,  for  the  purpose  of 
opening,^  gravelling,  and  improving  a  road  in  the 
counties  of  Washington  and  Alexandria,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  from  the  intersection  of 
Palls  street  and  Water  street^  in   the  town  of 
Georgetown,  to  the  boundary  line  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  in  the  most  direct  and  practicable 
route  towards  Leesburg,  conforming  as  nearly  as 
thall  be  found  advantageous  and  convenient  to 
tlie  present  main  road,  leading  from  the  said  in- 
tersection towards  Leesburg,  and  through   the 
couqties  of  Washington  and  Alexandria  afore- 
said: Provided^  That  no  subscription  shall  be  re- 
ceived, unless  the  sum  of  five  dollars  be  first  paid 
into  the  hands  of  such  agent  or  other  person  as 
the  said  commissioners  may  authorize  to  receive 
it;  the  times,  places,  and  manner  of  receiving 
and  entering  subscriptions  shall  be  prescribed  by 
said  commissioners,  and  advertised  in  such  ga- 
zettes as  they  may  deem  expedient ;  and  when- 
ever one  hundred  shares  or  more  shall  be  sub- 
scribed^ the  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
shall  ^ive  notice  in  some  newspaper,  printed  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  of  a  time  and  place  to 
be  by  them  appointed,  for  the  subscribers  to  pro- 
ceed to  organize  the  corporation,  by  an  election 
of  officers)  and  all  persons  who  may  then  be,  or 
thereafter  may  become  proprietors  of  shares  in 
the  said  capital  stock,  either  as  subscribers  for 
the  same,  or  as  the  legal  representatives,  succes- 
sors, or  assignees  of  such  subscribers,  shall  become 
one  body  politic  and  corporate  in  deed  and  in 
law,  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  Georgetown 
and  Leesburg  Turnpike  Company,  and  by  the 
same  shall  have  perpetual  succession,  and  all  the 
privileges  belonging  to  a  corporation ;  and  shall 
be  capable  of  taking  and  holding  their  said  capi- 
tal stock  «nd  the  profits  thereof,  and  of  enlarging 
the  same  by  new  subscriptions,  if  found  necessary 
to  fulfil  the  intent  of  this  act,  and  of  purchasing, 
taking  and  holding,  to  theqn  and  their  successors 
and  assigns,  in  fee  simple,  or  for  any  lesser  estate, 
all  sttch  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  and 
estate  real  and  personal,  as  shall  be  necessary  and 
useful  in  the  prosecution  of  their  work,  and  of 
suing  and  being  sued,  of  having  a  common  seal, 
and  of  doing  all  and  every  other  matter  and  thing, 
concerning  the  subject  aforesaid,  which  a  corpo- 
ration or  body  politic  may  do. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  company  shall  meet  on  the  third  Monday  in 
March,  in  every  year,  at  such  place  as  shall  be 
fixed  by  their  by-laws, for  the  purpose  of  choosing 
such  officers  as  aforesaid  for  the  ensuing  year,  in 
manner  aforesaid,  and  at  such  other  times  as  they 
shall  be  summoned  by  the  president  and  directors 
aforesaid ;  at  which  annual  or  special  meetings 


they  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  do 
and  perform  any  act  by  law  allowed,  and  pertain- 
ing to  the  affairs  of  said  company ;  and  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  for  the  time  being  shall  hold 
their  offices  until  others  shall  be  appointed  in 
their  places ;  and  the  said  corporation  shall  not 
be  deemed  to  be  dissolved  by  reason  of  any  de- 
fect of  officers,  but  if  it  should  happen  that  there 
should  be  no  president  or  directors  competent  to 
call  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  the  same  may 
be  called  by  anv  stockholder,  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  such  officers,  giving  thirtV  days'  notice 
of  the  time  and  place  of  such  meeting,  by  adver- 
tisement, in  a  newspaper  printed  in  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
president  and  directors  shall  procure  printed  cer- 
tificates for  all  the  shares  of  said  stock,  and  shall 
deliver  one  such  certificate,  signed  by  the  presi- 
dent, to  each  person  for  every  share  by  him  or 
her  subscribed  and  held,  which  certificates  shall 
be  transferrable  at  his  oir  her  pleasure  in  person, 
or  bv  attorney,  in  the  presence  of  the  president. 
clerK,  or  treasurer  of  said  company,  who  shail 
witness  the  sam^;  subject,  however,  to  all  pay- 
ment due,  or  to  gro#  due  thereupon;  and  the 
assignee  holding  any  such  certificate,  having 
caused  the  assignment  to  be  entered  in  a  boox 
for  the  company  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  and 
having  paid  the  clerk  of  said  company  twenty- 
five  cents  for  each  certificate  contained  in  such 
assignment, for  his  services  in  recording  the  same, 
shall  be  a  member  of  said  company;  and  for  e^retj 
certificate  by  him  held  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
share  in  the  capital  stock  and  estate  of  said  com- 
pany. And  if  any  stockholder,  after  thirty  days' 
public  notice  in  a  newspaper  printed  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  of  the  time  and  place  appointed 
for  the  payment  of  anv  portion  or  dividend  of  the 
sum  subscribed  in  said  stock,  shall  neglect  to  pay 
the  same  for  the  space  of  thirty  days  after  the 
time  so  appointed,  the  share  or  shares  on  which 
such  delinquency  has  taken  place,  may  be  sold 
at  public  auction,  and  transferred  bv  them  to  aor 
person  or  persons  willing  to  purchase  (of  suco 
price  as  can  be  obtained,  or  in  case  any  proprietor 
shall  fail  to  pay  any  instalment  which  shall  be 
duly  assessed,such  instalments,  or  any  part  thereof 
that  shall  remain  deficient  or  unpaid,  may  be  re- 
covered of  the  person  or  persons  so  failing  to  pay, 
by  warrant  from  a  justice  of  the  peace,  if  the 
amount  shall  not  exceed  twenty  dollars,  and,  if 
the  sum  so  due  shall  exceed  twenty  dollars,  the 
same  be  recovered  by  motion  in  the  name  of  said 
company,  on  ten  days'  notice,  or  by  action  at  law 
in  the  usual  course  of  judicial  proceedings,  in  any 
court  of  record  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and 
in  all  instances  where  the  person  so  failing  to  pay 
his  instalment  cannot  be  found  in-  the  said  Dis- 
trict, then  recovery  shall  be  had  against  him  faf 
such  mode  of  Judicial  proceeding  as  is  authorized 
by  the  laws  of  the  country  where  such  defaulter 
shall  be  found ;  and*  in  all  such  warrants,  mo- 
tions, or  actions,  the  certificate  of  the  clerk  of  the 
said  company  shall  be  conclusive  of  the  defend- 
ant's being  a  member  of  the  company,  andprtma 


Digitized  by 


Google 


i69S 


APPENDIX. 


2694 


Publie  Acts  of  Congress, 


facie  evidence  of  the  amoant  dae  on  the  share  or 
shares  held  by  such  defendant. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  president  and  directors  shall  meet  at  such 
times  and  places  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  for 
transacting  their  business;  at  which  meeting 
any  three  members  shall  form  a  quorum,  who,  in 
the  absence  of  the  president,  may  choose  a  chair- 
man, and  shall  keep  minutes  of  all  their  transac- 
tions fairly  entered  in  a  book,  and  a  quorum  be- 
ing met  they  shall  have  full  power  and  authority 
to  appoint  a  treasurer,  and  all  other  officers  ne- 
cessary and 'convenient,  and  agree  with  and  ap- 
point all  such  surveyors,  intendants,  artists,  or 
other  agents  as  they  may  judge  necessary  to  carry 
CO  the  intended  works,'  and  to  fix  their  salaries, 
wages,  or  compensation ;  to  direct  and  order  the 
times,  manner,  and  proportions,  when  and  in 
whieh  the  stockholders  shall  pay  moneys  due  on 
their  respective  shares  3  to  draw  orders  on  the 
treasurer  for  all  moneys  due  from* said  company ; 
and  generally  to  do  and  transact  all  such  other 
matters,  acts  and  things,  as  by  the  bv-laws,  rules 
and  regulations  of  said  company  shall  be  required 
or  permitted. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  upon 
application  of  the  said  president  and  directors  of 
the  said  company  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  or  to  the  judjj^es  of  said  court, 
out  of  court,  the  said  court  or  the  judges,  or  any 
two  of  the  judges  thereof  out  of  court,  shall  ap-. 
point  three  commissioners,  not  interested  in  any 
of  the  lands  through  which  the  said  road  may 
be  laid  out,  nor  interested  in  the  stock  of  the 
company  hereby  created,  nor  in  the  occupancy 
of  any  mills  or  water  works  by  which  the  said 
road  may  pass,  who  shall  receive,  each,  from  the 
said  president  and  directors  and  company,  two 
dollars  for  every  day  thev  shall  respectively  be 
actually  necessarily  employed  in  or  about  the 
afiairs  of  said  company;  and  each  of  the  said 
commissioners,  before  he  proceeds  to  act  as  such, 
shall  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  solemn  affir- 
mation in  the  presence  of  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
that  he  will  well,  faithfullyr  and  impartially,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  his  skill  and  judgment,  and 
witbeut  unnecessary  delav^  execute  and  perform 
all  the  duties  required  of  bim  as  a  commissioner, 
under  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
entitled  *An  act  to  incorporate  a  company  for 
mikinff  certain  turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of 
Oolnmbia;"  which  oaths  or  affirmations,  so  sub- 
soribed  and  certified  by  the  justice  in  whose  pres- 
ence they  shall  be  severally  taken  and  subscribed, 
shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  mid 
circuit  court,  and  enrolled  among  the  land  records 
of  the  county  of  Washington ;  and  the  said  com- 
missionersf  or  anr  two  of  them,  being  qualified 
«s  aforesaid,  shall,  upon  the  request  of  the  said 
president  and  directors,  cause  to  be  surveyed,  laid 
oat,  and  ascertained,  described  and  marked,  by 
certain  metes  and  bounds  of  the  aforesaid  torn- 
pike  road,  described  in  the  first  section  of  this 
act,  not  less  than  sixty  feet  in  breadth,  in  such 
routes,  tracts  or  courses  for  the  same  respectively, 
as  in  the  best  of  their  judgment  will  combine 


shortness  of  distance  wirh  the  most  convenient 
^ound  and  the  smallest  expense  of  money ;  and 
for  this  purpose  it  shall  be  lawful  for  them  and 
such  agents,  assistants^  servants,  or  attendants,  as 
they  mav  think  proper  to  employ,  to  enter  upon 
any  of  the  lands  through  or  near  which  the  said 
road  mav  be  laid  out,  having  first  ^iven  twenty 
days'  public  notice,  in  some  public  newspaper 
printea  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  of  the  time 
and  place  of  their  entering  on  the  said  business 
of  surveying  and  laying  out  each  road  respect- 
ively: and  if  anv  proprietor  of  any  part  of  the 
lands  through  which  the  said  road  may  be  laid 
out,  shall  require  compensation  for  so  much  of 
his  or  her  said  land  as  may  be  occupied  by  the 
said  road,  or  shall  claim  damages  for  or  on  ac- 
count of  the  opening  or  laying  out  the  said  road 
through  his  or  her  land,  and  if  the  said  president 
and  directors  cannot  agree  with  such  proprietors 
respecting  the  same,  then  the  said  commissioners, 
at  the  request  of  either  party,  shall  appoint  a  day 
and  place  to  hear  and  decide  upon  such  claim, 
and  the  amount  of  compensation  and  damages 
which  such  proprietor  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive from  the  said  president,  directors,  and  com- 
pany thereof,  first  giving  twenty  days'  notice 
to  the  adverse  party,  his  or  her  agent  or  attorney 
in  fact,  or  other  leeal  representative,  if  either 
shall  be' within  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  if 
the  party  so  notified  shall  fail  to  attend,  or  if  the 
party  shall  be  an  infant  under  age,  non  compos 
mentis,  feme  covert,  or  absent  out  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  have  no  agent  or  legal  repre- 
sentative therein,  then  the  said  commissioners 
may  proceed  ex  parte  to  hear  and  decide  the 
same;  and  the  award  of  them,  or  any  two  of 
them,  made  in  writing,  signed  by  them  or  any 
two  of  them,  shall  bv  them  be  returned  to  the 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  said  court  for  the  county 
of  Washington,  within  ten  days  after  such  hear- 
ing, and  a  copy  thereof  shall,  within  ten  days 
after  such  return,  be  served  upon  such  of  the  par- 
ties as  are  residents  in  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
and  if  such  award  be  not  at  the  session  of  the 
said  circuit  court,  in  the  county  of  Washington, 
next  af^er  sitch  return  of  the  said  award  to  the 
clerk's  office,  be  set  aside  on  account  of  fraud  or 
partiality  in  the.  said  commissioners,  or  other 
cause  deemed  sufficient  in  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  the  same  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  be- 
tween the  parties,  and  shall  be  recorded  by  the 
said  clerk ;  and  the  sum  so  awarded  being  paid 
to  the  said  clerk  for  the  use  of  the  person  entitled 
to  receive  the  same,  the  said  land,  mentioned  and 
described  in  the  said  award,  shall  and  may  be 
taken  and  occupied  as  a  turnpike  road  and  public 
highway  forever.  And  the  said  commissioners, 
upon  completing  the  said  survey  of  the  said  road, 
shall  return  a  plat  and  certificate  of  such  survey 
to  the  said  cleric,  and  the  same  being  accepted  by 
the  said  court  shall  be  recorded  by  the  said  clerk, 
and  thereupon  the  road  so  laid  out  shall  be  taken, 
used,  and  occupied,  as  a  turnpike  road  and  publie 
highway  forever;  and  the  said  president,  direct- 
ors, and  company,  may  thei^upon  proceed  to 
enter  npon  the  same,  and  shall  cause  at  least 
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twenty-four  feet  in  breadth^  throoghoat  the  whole 
length  thereof,  to  be  made  an  artificial  road  of 
stone,  gravel,  or  other  hard  substance,  of  sufficient 
depth  or  thickness  to  secure  a  solid  and  firm  road, 
with  the  surface  as  smooth  as  the  materials  will 
admit,  and  so  nearly  level  that  it  shall  in  no  case 
rise  or  fall  more  tbap  an  angle  of  four  degrees 
with  a  horizontal  line;  and  the  said  road  shall 
thereafter  be  kept  in  good  and  perfect  repair ;  and 
wheresoever  upon  the  said  road  any  bridge  shall 
be  deemed  necessary,  the  same  shall  be  built  of 
sound  and  suitable  materials.  And  in  case  either 
of  the  said  commissioners  die  or  refuse  to  act^  or 
become  incapacitated,  or  shall  be  removed  by  the 
court  for  misconduct,  the  said  court  may  appoint 
another  in  his  place,  and  when,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  said  president  and  directors,  the  said  road 
shall  be  completed  to  the  extent  of  twenty-four 
feet  in  breadth,  the  same  shall  be  examined  by 
the  said  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them ;  and 
if^  in  the  opinion  of  them,  or  any  two  of  them, 
the  said  road  should  have  been  completed  to  the 
extent  of  at  least  twenty-four  feet  in  breadth, 
according  to  the  meaning  of  this  act,  they  shall 
certify  the  same  to  the  said  court,  or  the  judges 
thereof  out  of  court,  and  their  certificate  being 
accepted  by  the  said  court  or  any  two  judges 
thereof,  and  recorded,  the  said  president  and 
directors  shall  and  may  thereafter  erect  and  fix 
one  gate  and  turnpike  upon  and  across  the  said 
road,  to  collect  the  tolls  hereinafter  granted  u> 
the  said  company;  and  it  shall  be  lawfiH  for  them 
to  appoint  such  and  so  many  toll-gatherers  as  they 
shall  deem  necessary,  to  collect  and  receive^of  and 
from  all  and  every  person  and  persons  using  the 
said  road,  the  tolls  and  ra^es  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, and  to  stop  any  person  or  persons  riding, 
leading,  or  driving  any  horses,  mules,  cattle, 
hogs,  sheep,  sulky,  chair,  chaise,  phaeton,  chariot, 
coach,  carj,  wagon,  sleigh,  sled,  or  any'carriage 
of  burden  or  pleasure^  from  passing  through  the 
said  gate,  until  the  said  tolls  shall  be  paid,  that  is 
to  say:  For  every  score  of  sheep,  five  cents;  for 
every  score  of  hogs,  ^ye  cents;  for  every  score 
.of  cattle,  ten  cents ;  and  so  in  proportion  for  any 
greater  or  less  number;  for  every  horse  or  mule 
with  a  rider,  three  cents;  for  every  stage  or  wag- 
ovl  and  two  horses,  six  cents;  ioi  eith^  carriage 
last  mentioned  with  four  hurses,  ten  cents;  tor 
every  led  or  driven  horse  or  mule,  one  cent;  for 
every  sulky,  chair,  chaise,  or  carrii^e  of  pleasure^ 
with  two  wheels  and  one  horse,  nve  cents;  for. 
every  coach,  chariot,  phaeton,  or  chaise,  wjth, 
four  wheels  and  two  horses,  nine  cents;  for  any 
of  the  said  carriages  last  ineniioned,  with  four 
horses,  eleven  cents;  for  every  other  carriage  of 

fil^asure,  under  whatever  name  it  may  go,  the 
ike  sums,  according  [to]  the  number  of  wheels 
and  horses,  in  proportion  aforesaid;  for  every 
sled  or  sleigh  used  as  a  carriage  of  pleasure,  three 
cents  for  each  horse  drawing  the  same;  for  every 
sled  or  sleigh  used  as  ^  carriage  of  burden,  two 
cents  for  each  horse  drawing  the  same;  for  every 
cart  or  wagon,  whose  wheels  do  not  exceed  four 
inches  in  breadth,  ^hree  cents  for  each  horse 
drawing  the  same;   for  %v%xf  cart  or  wagon 


whose  wheels  shall  exceed  in  breadth  foar  indiei^ 
and  not  exceed  seven  inches,  one  and  a  half  cents 
for  every  hor#e  drawing  the  same ;  for  every  cart 
or  wagon,  whose  wheels  shall  be  more  than  seven 
inches  in  breadth,  and  not  more  than  ten  inches, 
one  and  a  quarter  cents  for  every  horse  drawing 
the  same ;  for  every  cart  or  wagon,  the  breadtE 
of  whose  wheels  shall  be  more  than  ten  inches, 
and  not  exceeding  twelve  inches,  oqe  cent  for 
every  horse  dra^^inj;  the  same ;  and  that  all  such 
carriages  as  aforesaid  to  be  drawn  by  oxen,  or  to 
be  drawn  by  part  oxen,  or  to  be  drawn  by  mules 
in  whole  or  part,  two  oxen  shall  be  Climated  at 
eaual  to  one  horse,  in  charging  all  the  aforesaid 
tolls,  and  every  mule  as  equal  to  one  horse. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  Thnt,  in 
all  cases  where  stone,  gravel,  earth,  or  sand,  shall 
be  necessary  for  making  or  repairing  the  said  road, 
and  the  said  president,  directors,  aqd  company  of 
Georgetown  and  Leesburs  tiirnpike  road  cannoC 
agree  for  the  same,  with  th^  owper  thereof,  then, 
upon  application  by  the  said  president  and  direct*, 
ors,  or  any  person  authorized  by  them,  to  any 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  said  district  court,  m 
may,  if  he  see  cause,  by  warrant,  under  his  hnnd 
and  seal,  command  the  mai^shai  of  the  said  dis- 
trict to  summoci  a  jury  of  thirteen  disinterested 
persons,  qualified  to  serve  as  petit  jurors,  in  the 
said  circuit  court,  to  mjeet  at  the  place  where 
such  materials  may  be,  on  some  day,  not  oaore 
than  ten  days  after  the  date  of  such  warrant,  and 
Nto  five  the  other  party  five  days'  notice  of  the 
said  time  and  place,  if  such  p^rty  be  found  within 
the  District  of  Columbia;  and  if  eny  one  of  the 
said  jurors  should  fail  ta  attend  at  the  same  time 
and  place,  the  marshal  may  immediately  sommpn 
talesmen  in  the  place  of  those  who  are.  nbsen^ 
and  shall  administer  an  oath  to  the  said  jurors 
and  talesmen,  as  the  case  may  be^  justly  and  im- 
partially to  value  the  said  materials  anci  to  asses^^ 
the  damage  which  the  owner  thereof  shall  6U8Uifl,. 
by  the  taking  thereof  by  the  said  pnesident  aM 
directors  and  company  of  the  QeorgetowB  and 
Leesburg  turnpike  road;  which  valoation  and. 
assessment  of  damages,  made  by  the  said  jaroa^ 
or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  be  sigi^d  by  the  said 
marshal  and  the  jurors,  or  so  many  of  them  a^ 
shall  agree  thereto,  and  be  returned  by  the  oiai^. 
shal.to  the  said  clerk  of  the  said  court  for  the 
county  of  Washington,  ta  be  by  him  recorded, 
and  shall  be  conclusive  between  the  parties,  and 
a  copy  thereof  shall  be  delivered  te  eaph  of  ihe 
parties  who  may  be  resident  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;  and  the  sum  so  awarded  and  iissessed 
being  paid  to  the  said  clerk  of  the  sa^id  court,  fer 
the  use  of  the  par^y  entitled  thereto,  the  aaid 
president  and  directors  may  prcjceed  to  take  and 
carry  away  the  said  materials  so  valued,  for  the 
purposes  aforesiiid ;  and  the  said  president,  direct* 
ors,  and  company,  shall  |>ay  the  sa^d  marshal  five- 
dollars  for'  his  services  in  summoning  and  em- 
pannelling  the  said  jury,  and  taking  and  retarn- 
tog  said  inquest,  and  two  4ollars  to  each  of  the 
jurors  so  sworn. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  Jwrther  enacU^  That,  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  weight  that  may 
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1)6  drawn  along  the  said  road,  in  any  wagon,  cart, 
or  other  carriage  of  burden,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  said  president,  directors,  and  com- 
pany, to  erect  and  establish  scales  and  weights,  at 
or  near  the  gate  erected,  or  to  be  erected,  in  pursu- 
ance of  this  act,  as  they  may  think  proper;  and 
where  there  may  seem  reasonable  cause  to  sus- 
pect that  any  cart,  wagon,  or  other  carriage  of 
Durden,  carries  a  g^reater  weight  than  is  or  shall 
l>e  by  law  allowable,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  toll 
gatherers,  or  other  persons  in  their  service  or  em- 
ployment, to  prevent  the  same  frpm  passing  such 
gate  or  turnpike,  until  such  cart^  wagon,  or  car- 
riage of  burden,  shall  be  drawn  into  the  fixed  or 
erected  scales,  at  or  near  any  such  gate  or  turn- 
pike, and  the  weight  or  burden  drawn  therein 
ascertained  by  weighing;  and  if  the  person  or 
persons  driving  or  having  care  or  charge  of  any 
such  cart,  wagon,  or  other  carriage  of  burden, 
shall  refuse  to  drive  the  same  into  any  such  scales 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  the  person  or  persons 
so  refusing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  said  president, 
directors,  and  company,  any  sum  not  less  than 
five  dollars,  nor  more  than  eight  dollars^  to  be 
recovered  in  the  manner  hereinafter  mentioned. 
Sec.  8.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  no 
wagon  or  other  carriage  with  four  wheels,  the 
ireadth  of  whose  wheels  shall  not  be  four  inches, 
shall  be  drawn  along  the  said  road  with  a  greater 
Weight  thereon  than  three  tons  weight;  that  no 
such  carriage,  the  breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall 
iiot  be  seven  inches,  or,  being  six  inches  or  more, 
shall  rdl  at  least  ten  inches,  shall  be  drawn  along 
the  said  road  with  more  than  five  tons;  that  no 
such  carriage,  the  breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall 
not  be  ten  inches  or  more,  or,  being  less,  shall  not 
roll  at  least  twelve  inches,  snail  be  drawn  along 
the  said  road  with  more  than  eight  tons;  that  no 
«art  or  carriage,  ^#th  two  wheels,  the  same 
breadth  of  Wheels  as  the  wagons  aforesaid,  shall 
%>e  drawn  along  the  said  road  with  more  than 
'faalf  the  burden  of  weight  aforesaid ;  and  if  any 
^art,  wagon,  or  carriage  of  burden  whatever, 
ahaii  be  drawn  along  the  said  road  with  a  greater 
Weight  than  is  hereby  allowed,  the  owner  or 
owners  of  such  carriage,  if  the  excess  of  burden 
shall  be  three  hundred  weight  or  upwards,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  four  times  the  customary  tolls, 
for  the  use  of  the  company:  Provided  always. 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  saia 
comnany  by  their  by-laws  to  alter  any  or  all  the 
regulations  herein  contained,  respecting  the  bur- 
dens or  carriages  to-be  drawn  over  the  said  road, 
and  to  substitute  other  regulations,  if,  apon  ex- 
periment, such  alterations  shall  be  found  condu- 
cive to  the  public  good:  Provided  nevertheless^ 
That  such  regulations  shall  not  lessen  the  bur- 
dens of  carriages  above  described. 

Sbc.  9.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  tha 
president  and  directors  of  the  said  company  shall 
Keep,  or  cause  to  be  kept,  fair  and  just  accounts 
of  all  moneys  to  be  received  by  them  from  the 
said  commissioners  first  herein  named,  and  from 
the  stockholders  or  subscribers  to  the  said  under- 
taking, on  account  of  their  several  subscriptions 
or  shares,  and  of  all  moneys  by  them  to  be  expend- 


ed in  the  prosecution  of  their  said  work,  and  shall 
once  at  least  in  every  year  submit  such  accounts 
to  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  until 
the  said  road  shall  be  completed,  and  until  the 
costs,  charges,  and  expenses  of  effecting  the  same, 
shall  be  fully  liquidated,  paid,  and  discharged ; 
and  if,  upon  such  liauidation,  or  whenever  the 
whole  capital  stock  oi  the  said  company  shall  be 
nearly  expended,  it  shall  be  found  that  the  said 
capital  stock  will  not  be  sufficient  to  complete  the 
said  road^  according  to  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  this  a0t,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
said  stockholders,  being  convened  accordihg  to 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  their  by-laws  and 
rules,  to  increase  the  amount  to  be  paid  on  the 
shares  from  time  to  time«  to  such  extent  as  shall 
be  necessary  to  accomplish  the  work,  and  to  de- 
mand and  receive  the  increased  amount  so  to  be 
required  on  such  sharas,  in  like  manner  and  under 
the  like  penalties  as  are  hereinbefore  provided  for 
the  original  payments,  or  as  shall  be  provided  by 
their  by-laws. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
president  and  directors  shall  also  keep,  or  cause 
to  be  kept^  just  and  true  accounts  of  all  moneys 
to  be  received  by  their  collectors  of  tolls  at  the 
turnpike  gate  on  the  said  road,  and  shall  make 
and  declare  a  half  yearly  dividend  aforesaid,  in 
some  newspaper  printed  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  at  the  time  and  place  when  and  Where 
the  same  will  be  paid,  and  cause  the  same  to  be 
paid  immediately. 

Seo.11.  And  6e  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  corporation  to  keep  the 
said  road  in  good  repair,  and  if,  by  neglect  of  their 
said  duty,  the  said  corporation  shall  at  any  time 
suffer  the  said  rdad  to  be  out  of  repair,  so  as  to 
be  unsafe  or  inconvenient  for  passengers,  the  said 
corporation  shall  be  liable  to  be  presented,  for  such 
neglect,  before  any  court  of  competent  jurisdic- 
tion, and,  upon  conviction  thereof,  to  pay  the 
United  States  a  penaltj^  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  at  the  discretion  of  court;  and  shall 
also  be  responsible  for  all  damages  which  may 
be  sustained  by  any  person  or  persons,  in  conse- 
quence of  such  want  of  repair,  to  be  recovered  in 
an  action  of  trespass  on  the  case,  in  any  court 
competent  to  try  the  same;  Provided  ilivays, 
and  it  isfij^ther  enacted,  That  whenever  the  net 
proceeds  of  tolls,  collected  on  said  road,  shall 
amount  to  a  sum  sufficient  to  reimbursei  the  capi« 
tal  which  shall  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of 
such  land  and  making  such  roads,  and  twelve 
percent,  interest  per  annum  thereon,  to  be  ascer* 
tained  by  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
in  and  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  same 
shall  become  a  free  road,  and  tolls  shall  be  bo 
longer  collected  thereon;  and  the  said  companj 
shall  annually  make  returns  to  said  eircuit  coort, 
of  the  luBount  of  tolb  eollected,  and  of  their  ne- 
cessary exjjwns^s,  so  as  to  enable  said  circuit  eourt 
to  determine  when  said  toils  shall  ceaae. 

Seo.  12.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  if 
any  person  or  persons  riding  in  or  driving  any 
carriage  of  any  kind,  or  leadipg,  riding,  or  dnvlnff, 
any  horses,  sheep,  hogs,  or  any  kind  of  cattle 
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wbaterer,  on  said  road,  shall  pass  through  any 
private  gate,  bars,  or  fence,  or  over  any  prirate 
-war  or  passage,  or  pass  through  any  toll  gate, 
under  any  pretended  privilege  or  exemption  to 
which  he,  she,  or  they,  may  not  be  entitled,  or 
do  any  act  or  thing  with  intent  to  lessen  or  evade 
the  tolls  for  passinc  through  the  gate  established 
under  this  act,  such  person  or  persons,  for  every 
such  offence,  shall  forfeit  to  the  president  and 
directors  not  less  than  three,  nor  more  then  ten 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace,  with  costs,  in  the  same  manner  that  small 
debts  are  recoverable:  Provided,  That  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  the  company  to  ask,  demand,  or 
receive,  from  or  for  persons  living  on  or  adjacent 
to  the  said  road,  who  may  have  occasion  to  pass 
by  said  road  upon  the  ordinary  business  relating 
to  their  farms,  so  far  as  the  same  may  in  its  limits 
extend  on  the  roads  respectively,  who  shall  not 
have  any  other  convenient^oad  or  way  bv  which 
they  may  pass  from  one  part  to  anotner  part 
thereof,  any  toll  for  passing  on  said  turnpike. 
Approved,  July  13, 1613. 

An  Act  providing  for  the  farther  defence  of  the  ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c^  That  the  President  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized,  whenever  the  same  shall 
be  deemed  necessary  for  the  defence  and  security 
of  any  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States,  to  cause  to  be  hired  or  purchased,  hulks, 
or  other  means  of  impediment  to  the  entrance  of 
the  ships  or  vessels  ot  the  enemy,  to  be  sunk  with 
the  consent  of  the  proper  authority  of  the  State 
in  which  such  port  or  harbor  may  be,  and  the 
same  to  be  removed,  whenever  in  his  opinion  it 
may  be  done  with  safety  to  such  ports  or  harbors. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That,  to  de- 
fray any  expense  which  may  be  incurred  under 
this  act.  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  apppro* 
priated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  July  16, 1813. 

An  Act  conoeming  suits  and  costs  in  courts  of  the 
United  SUtes. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That,  whenever  there  shall 
he  several  actions  or  processes  against  persons 
who  might  legally  be  joined  in  one  action  or  pro* 
oess,  touching  any  demand  or  matter  in  dispute 
before  a  court  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  Ter« 
ritories  thereof,  if  judgment  be  given  for  the  party 
pursuing  the  same,  such  party  shall  not  thereon 
recover  the  costs  of  more  than  one  action  or  pro- 
eeas.  unless  special  cause  for  several  actions  or 
processes  shall  be  satisfactorily  shown  on  motion 
in  open  court. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever proceedings  shall  be  bad  on  several  libels 
against  any  vessel  and  cargo  which  might  legally 
be  joined  in  one  libel  before  a  court  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  Territoriee  thereof,  there  shall 
not  be  allowed  thereon  more  costs  than  on  one 
libel,  unless  special  cause  for  libeUtog  the  vessel 


and  cargo  severally  shall  be  satisfactorily  shown 
as  aforesaid.  And,  in  proceedings  on  several 
libels  or  informations  against  any  cargo  or  narta 
of  cargo  or  merchandise  seized  as  forfeited  for 
the  same  cause,  there  shall  not  be  allowed  by  the 
court  more  costs  than  would  be  lawful  on  one 
libel  or  information,  whatever  may  be  the  number 
of  owners  or  consignees  therein  concerned ;  but 
allowance  may  be  made  on  one  libel  or  informa- 
tion for  the  costs  incideotal  to  several  claims: 
Provided,  That  in  case  of  a  claim  of  any  vessel 
or  other  property  seized  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States  and  libelled  or  informed  against  as  for- 
feited under  any  of  the  laws  thereof,  if  judgment 
shall  pass  in  favor  of  the  claimant,  he  shall  be 
entitled  to  the  same  upon  paying  only  his  own 
costs. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itjurther  enacted.  That  when- 
ever causes  of  like  nature,  or  relative  to  the  same 
question,  shall  be  pending  before  a  court  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  the  Territories  thereof,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  court  to  make  such  orders 
and  rules  concerning  proceedings  therein  as  may 
be  conformable  to  the  principles  and  usages  be- 
longing to  courts  for  avoiding  unnecessary  coats 
or  delay  in  the  administration  of  justice,  and  ac- 
cordingly causes  may  be  consolidated  as  to  the 
court  shall  appear  reasonable.  And  if  any  attor- 
ney, proctor,  or  other  person  admitted  to  manage 
and  conduct  causes  in  a  court  of  the  United  States 
or  of  the  Territories  thereof,  shall  appear  to  have 
multiplied  the  proceedings  in  any  cause  before 
the  court,  so  as  to  increase  costs  unreasonably  and 
vezatiously,  such  person  may  be  required  by  or- 
der of  court  to  satisfy  any  excess  of  costs  so  in- 
curred. 

Approved,  July  22, 1813. 

An  Act  for  the  remission  of  certain  duties  to  the  PeD»> 
sylvania  Academy  of  Fine  Arts. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  all  duties  due  and 
payable  to  the  United  States  on  a  large  box  of 
paintings  and  engravings^  owned  by  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Academy  of  the  Fme  Arts,  imported  from 
Halifax  to  Boston  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  twelve,  on  board  the  cartel  ship  Agnes,  be 
and  the  same  are  hereby  remitted. 

Approved,  July  22, 1813. 

An  Act  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct 
taxes  and  internal  daties. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That,  for  the  purpose  of  as* 
sessing  and  collecting  direct  taxes  and  internal 
duties,  there  shall  be  and  are  hereby  designated 
and  established  the  following  collection  districts^ 
to  wit : 

The  State  of  New  Hampshire  shall  contain 
five  collection  districts,  as  follow:  The  first  dia* 
trict  shall  consist  of  the  county  of  Rockingham ; 
the  second;  of  the  county  of  Strafford;  the  thirds 
of  the  county  of  Hillsborough  ;  the  fourth,  of  the 
county  of  Cheshire ;  and  the  fifth  of  the  coontiea 
of  Grafton  and  Coos. 

The  State  of  Massachusetts  shall  contain  eight- 
een collection  districts,  as  follow:  The  firat  di»> 
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tciot  shall  coQiiit  of  tlM  c<Miiity  of  W«»hiogton ; 
*  the  second,  of  the  county  of  Hancock;  the  third, 
of  the  coQotv  of  Lincoln ;  the  fourth,  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Kennebec;  the  fifth,  of  the  county  of  Som- 
erset ;  the  sixth,  of  the  county  of  Oxford ;  the 
serenth,  of  the  county  of  Cumberland ;  the  eighth, 
of  the  county  of  York ;  the  ninth,  of  the  county 
of  Essex;  the  tenth,  of  the  county  of  Middlesex; 
the  eleventh,  of  the  county  of  Suffolk ;  the  twelfth, 
of  the  county  of  Norfolk;  the  thirteenth,  of  the 
county  of  Plymouth ;  the  fourteenth,  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Bristol;  the  fifteenth,  of  the  counties  of 
Barnstable,  Dukes,  and  Nantucket;  the  sixteenth, 
of  the  county  of  Worcester;  the  seventeenth,  of 
the  counties  of  Hampshire,  Franklin,  and  Hamp- 
den ;  and  the  eighteenth  of  the  county  of  Berk- 
shire. 

The  State  of  Vermont  shall  contain  six  collec- 
tion districts,  as  follow :  The  first  shall  consist  of 
the  counties  of  9ennington  and  Rutland;  the 
second,  of  the  count v  of  Windham;  the  third,  of 
the  counties  of  Windsor  and  Orange ;  the  fourth, 
of  the  counties  of  Addison  and  Chittenden ;  the 
fifth,  of  the  counties  of  Franklin  and  Grand  Isle ; 
and  the  sixth  of  the  counties  of  Caledonia,  Essex, 
and  Orleans. 

The  aforesaid  counties,  comprised  in  the  said 
districts  contained  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  shall 
be  takan  to  comprehend  such  territory  as  was  in- 
cluded in  the  said  counties,  respectiTely,  prior  to 
the  formation  of  the  coumy  ot  Jefferson  in  said 
State. 

The  State  of  Rhode  Island  shall  contain  three 
collection  districts, as  follow:  The  first  shall  con- 
sist of  the  counties  of  Newport  and  Bristol ;  the 
second,  of  the  county  of  Providence ;  and  the  third 
of  the  counties  of  Washington  and  Kent. 

The  State  of  Connecticut  shall  contain  seven 
collection  districts,  as  follow :  The  first  shall  con- 
sist of  the  county  of  Litchfield ;  the  second,  of  the 
county  of  Fairfield ;  the  third,  of  the  county  of 
New  Haven ;  the  fourth,  of  the  county  of  Har- 
ford; the  fifth,  of  the  county  of  New  London; 
the  sixth,  of  the  county  of  Middlesex ;  and  the 
seventh  of  the  counties  of  Windham  and  Tolland. 

The  State  of  New  York  shall  contain  twenty- 
eight  collection  districts,  as  follow:  The  first 
shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Suffolk,  dueens, 
and  Kings ;  the  second,  of  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York ;  the  third,  of  the  county  of  Westches- 
ter; the  fourth,  of  Duche$s  county;  the  fifth, of 
the  counties  of  Orange  and  Rockland ;  the  sixth, 
of  the  counties  of  Ulster  and  Sullivan ;  the  sev- 
enth, of  the  county  of  Schoharie;  the  eighth,  of 
the  countv  of  Columbia ;  the  ninth,  of  the  county 
of  Rensselaer :  the  tenth,  of  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington ;  the  eleventh,  of  the  county  oi  Saratoga ; 
the  twelfth,  of  the  counties  of  Essex,  Clinton,  and 
Franklin ;  the  thirteenth,  of  the  counties  of  Al- 
bany and  Schenectady;  the  fourteenth,  of  the 
county  of  Montgomery ;  the  fifteenth,  of  (he  coun- 
ty of  Herkimer ;  the  sixteenth,  of  the  county  of 
Oneida ;  the  seventeenth,  of  the  counties  of  Lewis, 
Jefferson,  and  St.  Lawrence ;  the  eighteenth,  of 
the  county  of  Otsego;  the  nineteenth,  of  the 
county  of  Chenango ;  the  twentieth,  of  the  county 


of  Madison;  the  twenty-first,  of  the  counties  of 
Tioaa,  Broome,  and  Steuben ;  th^  twenty-second, 
of  the  counties  of  Ooandago  and  Cortland ;  the 
twenty-third  of  the  counties  of  Cayuga  and  Sen- 
eca ;  the  twenty-fourth,  of  the  county  of  Ontario ; 
the  twenty-fifth,  of  the  counties  of  Genesee,  Ni- 
agara, Chautaque,Cataraugus,  and  Alleghany;  the 
twenty-sixth,  of  the  county  of  Richmond;  the 
twenty-seventh,  of  the  county  of  Greene ;  and  the 
twenty-eighth  of  the  county  of  Delaware. 

The  State  of  New  Jersey  shall  contain  six  col* 
lection  districts,  as  follow :  The  first  shall  consist 
of  the  counties  of  Bergen  and  Essex ;  the  second, 
of  the  counties  of  Sussex  and  Morris;  the  third, 
of  the  counties  of  Somerset  and  Hunterdon ;  the 
fourth,  of  the  counties  of  Middlesex  and  Mon* 
mouth ;  the  fifth,  of  the  counties  of  Burlington 
and  Gloucester ;  and  the  sixth  of  the  counties  of 
Salem,  Cumberland,  and  Cape  May. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  shall  contain  twen- 
ty-^hree  collection  districts,  as  follow:  The  fint 
shall  consist  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  the 
second,  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia ;  the  third, 
of  the  counties  of  Chester  and  Delaware;  the 
fourth,  of  the  county  of  Montgomery ;  the  fifrh, 
of  the  county  of  Bucks;  the  sixth,  or  the  county 
of  Lancaster ;  the  seventh,  of  the  counties  of  York 
and  Adams;  the  eighth,  of  the  counties  of  Nortk- 
ampton  and  Wayne;  the  ninth,  of  the  county  of 
Berks;  the  tenth,  of  the  county  of  Dauphin;  tl^ 
eleventh,  of  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and 
Franklin ;  the  twelfth,  of  the  county  of  Northum- 
berland ;  the  thirteenth,  of  the  counties  of  Mifflin 
and  Huntingdon ;  the  fourteenth,  of  the  counties 
of  Bedford,  Somerset,  and  Cambria ;  the  fifteenth, 
of  the  counties  of  Fayette  and  Greene;  the  six- 
teenth, of  the  county  of  Washington ;  the  seven- 
teenth, of  the  counties  of  Alleghany  and  Arm- 
strong ;  the  eighteenth,  of  the  cponties  of  Weal- 
moreland  and  Indiana;  the  nineteenth,  of  tlie 
counties  of  Centre,  Clearfield,  Potter,  Jeffsnon, 
and  McKean;  the  twentieth,  of  the  county  of 
Luzerne,  having  the  same  limits  as  it  had  befoce 
the  counties  of  Susqoehanoah  and  Bradford  weie 
laid  off;  the  twenty-first,  of  the  counties  of  Ly- 
coming and  Tioga,  the  »ame  having  the  limits  as 
it  had  before  the  county  of  Bradford  was  l|iid 
off;  the  twenty-second,  of  the  counties  of  Mer- 
cer, Butler,  and  Beaver;  and  the  twenty-third  of 
the  counties  of  Crawford,  Venango,  Krie,  and 
Warren. 

The  State  of  Delaware  shall  contain  three  col- 
lection districts,  as  follow :  The  first  shall  con- 
sist of  the  county  of  Newcastle ;  the  second,  of 
the  county  of  Kent ;  and  the  third,  of  the  county 
of  Sussex. 

The  State  of  Maryland  shall  contain  nine  col- 
lection districts,  as  follow:  The  first  shall  constat 
of  the  counties  of  Somerset,  Worcester,  and  Dor- 
chester ;  the  second,  of  the  counties  of  TalboC, 
QrUeen  Anne,  and  Caroline;  the  third,  of  the 
counties  of  Kent,  Cecil,  and  Harford ;  the  fourth, 
of  the  city  and  county  of  Baltimore ;  the  fifth,  of 
the  counties  of  Anne  Arundel  and  Prince  George; 
the  sixth,  of  the  counties  of  Calvert,  St.  Mary'^ 
and  Charles;    the  seventh,  of  the  xounties  of 
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Montgfm^ryjLBd  Prederiek;  the  eij^btb,  of  the 
eoQiity  of  WashiDgton ;  aod  the  ninth,  of  the 
county  of  AUeffany. 

The  State  of  Virginia  .Mmll  oootain  twenty-six 
eolleetion  districts,  as  follow  :  The  first  shall  con- 
sist of  the  cottnties  of  Lee,  Russell,  Washington, 
Wythe,  and  Grayson ;  the  second  of  the  counties 
Df  Montgomery,  Tazewell,  Giles,  Monroe,  and 
Botetourt :  the  third  of  the  counties  of  Greenbri- 
ar,  Kanhawa,  Cabell,  and  Mason ;  the  fourth,  of 
the  eounties  of  Harrison,  Wood,  and  Randolph ; 
the  fifth,  of  the  counties  of  Monongalia.  Ohio,  and 
Brooke;  the  sixth,  of  the  coonties  of  JBath,  Pen- 
dleion.  Hardy,  and  Hampshire ;  the  seventh,  of 
fbe  counties  of  Rockbridge  and  Augusta;  the 
«ightb,  of  the  counties  of  Rockingham  and  Shen- 
andoah ;  the  ninth,  of  the  counties  of  Frederick, 
Berkley,  and  Jefferson  ;  the  tenth,  of  the  counties 
of  Bedford,  Patrick,  Henry,  and  Franklin ;  the 
Seventh,  of  the  coanties  of  Campbell,  Charlotte, 
Pitiaylvariia,  and  Halifax;  the  twelfth,  of  the 
^unties  of  Meoklinburg,  Lunenburg.  Brunswick, 
and  Nottaway ;  the  thirteenth,  of  the  oounties  of 
Prinee  Bdward,  Buckingham,  Cumberland,  and 
-Amelia ;  the  fbuneenth,  of  the  counties  of  Pow- 
liatan,Chesterfield,  Dmwiddiejand  Prince  C^rge; 
the  fifteenth,  of  the  counties  of  Greensvilie,  Sus- 
Mt.  Southampton,  and  Surry;  the  sixteenth,  of 
fbe  counties  OT  the  isle  of  Wight,  Nansemond. 
Wo^folk,  and  Princess  Anne;  the  seventeenth,  or 
l%e  oounties  of  Elizabeth  City,  Warwick,  York, 
fMnes  City,  and  New  Kent ;  the  eighteenth,  of 
Vfete  counties  of  Charles  City,  Henrico,  Gh>och- 
hmd,  and  Hsnover ;  the  nineteenth,  of  the  couii- 
«^  of  Amh^st,  Nelson,  Albemarle,  and  Flovan- 
liah;  the  twentieth,  of  the  counties  of  Orange, 
liadison,  and  Culpepper ;  the  twenty-first,  of  the 
liOUnties  of  Fau^Ufer,  Prince  William,  and  Stan- 
ford V  the  twenty-second,  of  the  counties  of  Lou- 
"dfon  and  Vairftix ;  the  twenty-third,  of  the  counties 
idf  Spottsylvania,  Louisa, and  Caroline;  thetwen- 
ty^urth,  of  the  counties  of  King  George,  West- 
ixierelnlnd,  Ricbmond,  Northumberland,  and  Lan- 
'easter;  the  twenty-fifth,  of  the  counties  of  King 
WilliUta,  King  and  dueen,  Essex,  Middlesex, 
Gloucester,  and  Matthews ;  and  the  twenty-sixth, 
"Of  the  counties  of  Accomack  and  Northampton. 

The  State  of  North  Carolina  shall  contain 
thirteen  collection  districts,  as  follow:  The  first 
-shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Currituck,  Cam- 
den, Pasquotank,  Perquimans,  Gates,  Chowan, 
and  Hertford ;  the  second,  of  the  counties  of  Ber- 
tfe,  Martin,  Northampton.'and  Halifax ;  the  third, 
of  the  counties  of  Washington,  Tyrrel,  Hyde, 
Pitt,  Edg^eeombe.  and  Beaufort;  the  fourth,  of 
the  counties  of  Crreeu,  Craven,  Carteret,  Jones, 
Lenoir,  Johnston,  and  Wayne ;  the  fifth,  of  the 
counties  of  Warren,  Franklin,  Nash,  and  Gran- 
tille  ;  the  sixth,  of  the  counties  of  Onslow.  New 
flanover,  Duplin,  Sampson,  Brunswick,  Bladen, 
Md  Columbus;  the  seventh,  of  theeounties  of 
Cumberland,  Robertson,  Montgomery,  Richmond, 
Anson,  and  Moore;  the  eighth  of  the  counties  of 
Wake,  Orange,  and  Person ;  the  ninth,  of  the 
counties  of  Rockingham,  CasWell,  Ghiilford,  and 
Stokes ;  the  tenth,  of  the  counties  or  Rowan,  Ran- 


dolphj  and  Chatham;  the  eleventh,  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Lincoln,  Mecklenburg,  and  Cabarras ;  the 
twelfth,  of  the  countieB  of  Bunoomb.  Haywood, 
Burke,  and  Rutherford,  the  thirteenth,  of  tbe 
counties  of  Surry,  Wilkes,  Iredell,  and  Ashe. 

The  State  of  Ohio  shall  contain  nine  collection 
districts,  as  follow :  The  first  shall  consist  of  the 
counties  of  Hamilton,  Butler,  Warren,  Clinton, 
and  Clermont;  the  seoond,  of  the  counties  of 
Greene,  Montgomery,  Preble,  Miami,  aod  Cham- 
paigne;  the  third,  of  the  counties  of  Pickaway, 
Franklin,  Madisou,  Delaware,  Knox,  Licking^and 
Fairfield;  the  fourth,  of  the  counties  of  Ross, 
Athens,  Gallia,  Soiota,  Adams,  Higfaknd.  and 
Fayette ;  the  fifth,  of  the  counties  of  Wa^iing- 
ton,  Muskingum.  Tuscarawas,  and  Guernsey; 
the  sixth,  of  the  counties  of  Belmont  and  Jeffer- 
son ;  the  seventh,  of  the  counties  of  Coloonbiana 
and  Starke ;  the  eighth,  of  the  counties  of  Tram- 
bull  and  Ashtabula ;  tbe  ninth,  of  the  counties  of 
Geauga,  Cayahoga,  and  Portage. 

The  State  of  Kentucky  shall  contain  ten  col- 
lection disf riots,  as  fbllow :  The  first  distnet  shaN 
consist  of  the  counties  of  Clark,  E^stiJi,  Montgom- 
ery, Bath,  Fleming,  Greenup,  and  Floyd ;  tbe 
second,  of  the  counties  of  Fayette,  Jessamine, 
and  Woodford ;  the  third,  of  the  oounties  of  Seott^ 
Harrison,  Pendleton,  Campbell,  Boone,  €hilktin, 
and  Franklin ;  the  fourth,  of  the  counties  of  Bour- 
bon, Nicholas,  Bracken,  Mason,  and  Lewis;  the 
fifth,  of  the  counties  of  Livingston,  Caldwell, 
Christian,  Breckenridffe,  Ohio,  Grayson,  Muhlen- 
burg,  Henderson,  Hopkins,  and  Union ;  tiie  shcth, 
of  the  counties  of  Barron,  Warren,  Logan,  But- 
ler, and  Cumberland ;  the  seventh,  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Mercer,  Garrard,  Madison,  and  Clay ;  the 
eighth,  of  the  counties  of  Bullitt,  Jefferson,  Hen- 
ry, and  Shelby ;  the  ninth,  of  the  counties  of  Lin- 
coln, Rockcastle,  Ktiox,  Pulaski,  Wayne,  Adair, 
and  Casey;  and  the  tenth,of  the  counties  of  Har- 
din, Nelson,  Washington,  and  Green. 

The  State  of  South  Carolina  shall  consist  of 
nine  collection  districts,  as  follow :  The  first  shall 
consist  of  the  district  of  Charleston  ;  the  second, 
of  the  districts  of  Colleton  and  Beaufort ;  the 
third,  of  the  districts  of  Barnwell.  Orangeburg, 
Lexington,  and  Richmond ;  the  fourth.  oY  the 
districts  of  fidsefield  and  Abbeville;  the  fifth,  of 
the  districts  of  Pendleton  and  Greenville;  the 
sixth,  of  the  districts  of  Laurens,  Newberry,  and 
Fairfield ;  the  seventh,  of  the  districts  of  Spar> 
taaburg.  Union,  York,  and  Che^er;  the  eighth, 
of  the  districts  of  Lancaster,  Sumpter,  Kershaw, 
and  Chesterfield  ;  and  the  ninth,  of  the  districts' 
of  Georgetown,  Horry,  Marion,  Marlboroii^, 
Darlington,  and  Williamsburgh. 

The  Sute  of  Tennessee  shall  contain  six  col- 
lection districts, as  follow:  The  first  shall  consist 
of  the  counties  of  Washington,  Sullivtn.  Gb^en. 
Hawkins,  andOarter;  tbe  second,  of  the  counties 
of  Clatborne.  Granger,  Jefierson.  Knox,  Coeke, 
Sevier,  and  Blount ;  the  third,  ot  the  counties  ^ 
Anderson.  Campbell,  Roan^ledsoe,  Rhea,  Ovet^ 
ton.  White,  Warren,  and  Fmnklin;  tbe  fourth, 
of  tbe  counties  of  Smith,  Jackson,  Sumner,  and 
Wilson ;  the  fifth,  of  the  coundes  of  Dandmi, 
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Williamson,  Rutherford,  Bedford,  and  Lincoln ; 
and  the  sixth,  of  the  counties  of  Manry,  Qiles, 
Hickman,  Homphreys,  Stewart,  Dixon.  Mont- 
gomery, and  Rd)ertson. 

The  State  of  Georgia  shall  contain  six  collec- 
tion districts,  as  follow:  The  first  shall  consist  of 
the  counties  of  Chatham,  Bryan,  Libertjii  Mcin- 
tosh, Glynn,  Camden,  Wayne,  Effingham,  Bol- 
lock, and  Tatnall^  the  second,  of  the  counties  of 
Scriven,  Burke,  Richmond,  Jefferson,  Washing- 
ton, and  Montgomery;  the  third,  of  the  counties 
of  Columbia,  Warren,  Hancock,  and  Greene ;  the 
fourth,  of  the  counties  of  Lincoln,  Wilkes,  Elbert, 
and  Franklin ;  the  fifth,  of  tne  counties  of  Ogle- 
thorpe, Jackson,  Clark,  and  Morgan;  and  the 
sixth,  of  the  counties  of  Laurens,  Pulaski,  Wilk- 
inson, Telfair,  Twiggs,  Baldwin,  Jones,  Putnam, 
and  Jasper,  formerly  called  Randolph. 

And  the  State  of  Louisiana  shall  contain  four 
collection  districts,  as  follow :  The  first  shall  con- 
sist of  the  counties  of  Concordia,  Ouachitta,  Na- 
chitoches.  and  Rapides ;  the  second,  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Lefourche,  Opelousas,  and  Attakapas ;  the 
third,  bf  the  couiities  of  Orleans.  German  Coast, 
A<!adia,  Iberville,  and  Point  Coupee ;  and  the 
fourth,  of  the  parishes  of  Feliciana,  East  Baton 
Rouge,  Saint  Helena,  and  Saint  Tammany. 

The  several  counties  and  districts  heretofore 
enumerated  shall  be  held,  in  reference  to  this  act, 
to  be -such,  and  with  the  same  boubdaries  as  they 
had  at  the  time  of  taking  the  third  census  or  enu- 
meration of  the  people  of  the  United  States;  and 
where  any  new  county  or  district  ^hall  hare  been, 
or  hereafter  may  be,  formed  wlthm  aliiy  State,  out 
of  any  one  or  more  of  the  counties  or  districts 
enHnposing  any  one  of  the  said  collection  districts, 
*8Uch  new  county  or  district  shall  be  considered 
as  part  of  such  collection  district ;  and  if  such 
new  county  shall  have  been  or  hereafter  shall  be 
formed  out  of  the  counties  lying  in  different  col- 
lection districts,  then  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury shall  determine  to  which  of  such  collection 
districts  it  shall  belong. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  one 
collector  and  one  principal  assessor  shall  be  ap- 
pointed for  each  of  the  said  collection  districts, 
iivho  shall  be  a  respectable  freeholder  and  reside 
within  the  same;  and  if  the  appointment  of  the 
said  collectors,  or  any  of  theni,  shall  not  be  made 
during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  be  and  is  hereby 
empowered  to  make  such  appointments  during 
Ibe  recess  of  the  Senate,  by  granting  commb- 
ttions,  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next 
session. 

Sbc  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  eatfh 
"of  the  principal  assessors  shall  ^ivide  his  district 
into  a  conrenient  number  of  assessment  districts, 
within  each  of  which  he  shall  appoint  one  re- 
8]iectable  freeholder  to  be  assistant  assessor:  Pro- 
tided,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  assessment  districts  In  any  collection  dis- 
trict in  any  State,  if  the  number  shall  appear  to 
him  to  be  too  great;  and  each  assessor  so  ap- 
pointed, «nd  accepting  the  appointmtot,Bliall,  bcF- 


fore  he  enters  on  the  duties  of  his  appointment, 
take  and  subscribe,  before  some  competent  magis- 
trate, or  some  collector  to  be  appointed  by  this 
act,  (who  is  hereby  empowered  to  administer  the' 
same,)  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit : 
"  I,  A  B,  do  swear  or  affirm  (as  the  case  may  be^ 
that  I  will,  to  the  b^t  of  my  knowledge,  skill, 
and  judgment,  diligently  and  faithfully  execute 
the  office  and  duties  of  assessor  for  (naming  the 
assessment  district)  without  favor  or  partiality, 
and  that  I  wilt  do  equal  right  and  justice,  m 
every  case  in  which  I  shall  act  as  assessor.''  And 
a  certificate  of  such  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  collector  of  the  district  for  which 
such  assessor  shall  be  appointed;  and  every  as- 
sessor acting  in  the  said  office,  without  having 
taken  the  said  oath  or  affirmation,  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  one  hundred  dollars,  one  moiety  to  the 
use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  to  him 
who  shall  first  sue  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered 
with  costs  of  suit,  in  any  court  having  compe- 
tent jurisdiction. 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  establish  reguhi- 
tions  suitable  and  necessary  for  carrying  this  act 
into  effect ;  which  regulations  shall  be  binding  on 
each  assessor  in  the  performance  of  the  duties 
enjoined  by  or  under  (bis  act ;  and  also  frame  in- 
structions for  the  said  assessors,  pursuant  to  which 
instructions,  and  whenever  a  direct  tax  shall  be 
laid  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  the 
said  principal  assessors  shall,  respectively,  on  such 
day  as  may  be  fixed  by  law  laying  such  a  tax,  di- 
rect and  cause  the  several  assistant  assessprs  in 
the  district,  to  in^tiire  after  and  concerning  -all 
lands,  lots  of  ground  with  their  improvements, 
dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  made  liable  to  taxa- 
tion, under  any  direct  tax  so  laid  by  the  authority 
of  th^  United  States,  by  reference  as  well  to  any 
lists  of  assessment  or  collection  taken  under  the 
laws  of  the  respective!  States,  as  to  any  other 
records  or  documents,  and  by  all  other  lawful 
ways  and  means,  and  to  value  and  tmumierate 
the  said  objects  of  taxatton  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  this  act,  and  in  conformity  with  the 
regulations  and  instructions  above  mcintloned. 

Sec.  &.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when- 
ever a  direct  tax«hall  be  laid  by  authority  of  the 
United  States,  the  same  shall  be  assessed  and  laid 
on  the  value  of  all  lands^  lots  of  ground  with 
their  improvements,  dwelling-houses,  and  slaves, 
which  several  articles  subject  to  taxation,  shall 
be  enumerated  and  valued  by  the  respective  as- 
sessors, at  the  rate  each  of  them  is  worth  in  mo- 
ney :  Provided,  hatteifer,  That  all  property  of 
whatever  kind,  eoming  within  any  of  the  fore- 
going descriptions,  ai^  belonging  to  the  UnHed 
States  or  an^r  State,  or  permanently  or  speetally 
exempted  from  taxation  by  the  laWs  of  the  Slate 
wherein  the-  same  may  be  situated,  shall  be  ex- 
empted from  the  aibresaid  enumeration  feind  nid- 
ation, and  from  the  direct  tax  aforesaid. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted,  That  the 
YMpeetive  assistant  assessors  shall,  imtaediatdf 
after  being  required,  as  aforesaid  by  the  principal 
aasesBor,  procaed  through  every  part  of  their  r^ 
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tpectire  districts,  and  shall  require  all  persons 
owaiog,  possessing,  or  baying  the  care  or  man- 
agement of  any  lands,  lots  of  ground,  dwelline- 
houses,  or  slares,  lying  and  being  within  the  col- 
lection district  where  they  reside^  and  liable  to 
the  direct  tax,  as  aforesaid,  to  delirer  written 
lists  of  the  same,  which  lists  shall  be  made  in 
such  manner  as  may  be  directed  by  the  principal 
assessor,  and  as  far  as  practicable,  conformably  to 
those  which  may  be  required  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, under  the  authority  of  the  respective  States. 

Sec  7.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  if  any 
person,  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  be  prepared  to  ex- 
hibit a  written  list  when  required^  and  shall  con- 
sent to  disclose  the  particulars  of  any  and  all  the 
lands,  lots  of  ground,  with  their  improyements, 
dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  taxable  as  aforesaid, 
then,  and  in  such  case,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  oflSicer  to  make  such  list,  which  being  dis- 
tinctly read  and  consented  to,  shall  be  received  as 
the  list  of  such  person. 

Sec.  8.  And  oe  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any 
such  person  shall  deliver  or  disclose  to  any  as- 
sessor appointed  in  pursuance  of  this  act.  and 
requiring  a  list  or  lists,  as  aforesaid,  any  false  or 
fraudulent  list,  with  intent  to  defeat  or  evade  the 
yaluation  or  enumeration  hereby  intended  to  be 
made,  such  person  30  offending,  and  being  there- 
of convicted,  before  any  court  having  competent 
jurisdiction,  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  dollars,  nor  less  than  one  hundred 
dollars,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  shall 
pav  all  costs  and  charges  of  prosecution ;  and  the 
valuation  and  enumeration  required  by  this  act, 
shalf,  in  all  such  cases,  be  made,  as  aforesaid,  up- 
on lists,  according  to  the  form  above  described,  to 
be  made  oqt  by  the  assessors  respectively,  which 
lists  the  said  assessors  are  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  make,  according  to  the  best  informa- 
tion thejr  can  obtain,  and  for  the  purpose  of  ma- 
king which  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  enter 
into  and  upon,  all  and  singular,  the  premises,  re- 
spectively ;  and  from  the  valuation  and  enumer- 
ation so  made  there  shall  be  no  appeal. 

Sec  9.  And  be^it  further  enacted^  That  in  case 
any  person  shall  be  absent  from  his  place  of  resi- 
dence, at  the  time  an  assessor  shall  call  to  receive 
the  list  of  such  person,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
such  assessor  to  leave,  at  the  house  or  place  of 
residence  of  such  person,  a  written  note  or  mem- 
orandum, requiring  him  to  present  to  such  as- 
sessor the  list  or  lists  required  by  this  act,  within 
ten  days  from  the  date  of  such  note  or  memo- 
randum. 

Sso.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  an  v 
person  on  being  notified  or  required,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  give  such  list  or  lists  as 
aforesaid,  within  the  time  required  l)y  this  ad,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assessor  for  the  assess- 
ment district,  within  which  such  person  shall  re- 
side, and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  requircMl 
to  enter  into  and  upon  the  lands,  dwelling-houses, 
and  premises,  if  it  be  necessary,  of  such  person 
ao  refusing  or  neglecting,  and  to  make,  accordinc 
to  the  best  information  which  he  can  obtain,  and 
on  hit  own  view  and  information,  such  lists  of 


the  lands,  lou  of  groond  with  their  impror*^ 
ments,  dwelling-houses,  and  slaves,  owned,  pos- 
sessed, or  under  the  care  or  management  of  such 
person,  as  are  required  by  this  «ct ;  which  lists, 
so  made  and  subscribed  by  such  assessor,  shall  be 
taken  and  reputed  as  good  and  sufficient  lists  of 
the  persons  and  property  for  which  such  person 
is  to  be  taxed  for  the  purposes  of  this  act ;  and 
the  person  so  failing  or  neglecting,  unless  in  ease 
of  sickness  or  absence  from  home,  shall,  mor«- 
over,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States,  with  costs  of  suit,  in  any  court  having 
competent  jurisdiction. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  UJurther  enacted^  ThdLtwhe^- 
ever  there  shall  be  in  any  assessment  district,  any 
property,  lands,  lots  of  ground,  dwelling-houses, 
or  slaves,  not  owned  or  possessed  by,  or  under  the 
care  or  management  of,  any  person  or  peraons 
within  such  district,  and  liable  to  be  Uzed  as 
aforesaid,  and  no  list  of  which  shall  be  traiumtt- 
ted  to  the  principal  assessor  in  the  manner  pro- 
vided by  this  acL  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  As- 
sessor for  such  a  district,  and  he  is  herebf  aacbor- 
ized  and  required,  to  enter  into  and  upon  the  reid 
estate,  if  it  be  necessary^  and  take  sucb  view 
thereof,  and  of  the  slaves  of  such  absent  peraona, 
of  which  lists  are  required,  and  to  make  lisia  of 
the  same  according  to  the  form  prescribed  by  this 
act,  which  lists,  being  subscribed  by  the  said  as- 
sessor, shall  be  taken  and  reputed  as  good  and  suf- 
ficient lists  of  such  property  under  and  for  the 
purposes  of  this  act. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  U further  enacted.  That  the 
owners,  possessors,  or  persons  hairing  the  care  and 
management  of  lands,  lots  of  ground,  dweUiag- 
houses  and  slaves,  not  lying  or  being  within  the 
assessment  district  in  which  they  reside,  shall  be 
permitted  to  make  out  and  deliver  the  list  thereof, 
required  by  this  act,  (provided  the  assessment  dis- 
trict in  which  the  said  objects  of  taxation  lie  or 
be,  is  therein  distinctly  stated,)  at  the  time  and  in 
the  manner  prescribed,  to  the  assessor  of  the  as- 
sessment district  wherein  such  persons  reside. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  assistant  assessors, 
in  all  such  cases,  to  transmit  such  lists  at  the  u'me, 
and  in  the  manner  prescribed  for  the  traofmission 
of  the  lists  of  the  objects  of  taxation,  lying  and  be- 
ing within  their  respective  assessment  districts^  to 
the  principal  assessor  of  their  collection  district, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  transmit  them  to  the 
principal  assessor  of  the  collection  district  wherein 
the  said  objects  of  taxation  shall  lie  or  be,  im- 
inediatelv  after  the  receipt  thereof,  and  the  said 
lists  shall  be  valid  and  sufficient  for  the  purpose 
of  this  act ;  and,  on  the  deliyery  of  every  such  list, 
the  person  making  and  delivering  the  same  shall 
pay  to  the  assis&nt  assessor  one  dollar,  one  half 
whereof  he  shall  retain  to  his  own  use,  and  the 
other  half  thereof  he  shall  pay  over  to  the  princi- 
pal assessor  of  his  district  for  the  use  of  such  prin- 
cipal assessor. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
lists  aforesaid  shall  be  taken  with  reference  to  the 
day  fixed  for  that  purpose  by  the  act  or  acts  of 
Congress  laying  the  tax  or  taxes  |  and  the  assia- 
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taoc  assessors,  respectively,  after  coUectiDg  the 
said  lists,  shall  proceed  to  arrange  the  same,  and 
to  make  two  general  lists,  the  first  of  which  shall 
exhibit,  in  alphabetical  order,  the  names  of  all  per- 
sons liable  to  pay  a  tax  ander  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  residing  within  the  assessment  dis- 
trict, together  with  the  valae  and  assessment  of 
the  objects  liable  to  taxation  within  such  district, 
for  which  each  snch  person  is  liable  to  pay  a  di- 
*  rect  tax,  and,  whenever  so  required  by  the  princi- 
pal assessor,  the  amount  of  direct  tax,  payable  by 
each  ])erson  on  such  objects  under  the  State  laws, 
imposing  direct  taxes;  and  the  second  list  shall 
exhibit,  in  alphabetical  order,  the  names  of  all 
persons  residing  out  of  the  collection  district, 
owners  of  propertv  within  the  district,  together 
with  the  value  and  assessment  thereof,  or  amount 
of  direct  tax  due  thereon  as  aforesaid.  The  forms 
of  the  said  general  lists  shall  be  devised  and  pre- 
scribed by  the  principal  assessor,  and  lists  tasen 
according  to  such  form  shall  be  made  out  by  the 
assistant  assessors,  and  delivered  to  the  principal 
assessor  within  sixty  da^s  after  the  day  fixed  by  the 
act  of  Congress,  requirmg  lists  from  individuals. 
And  if  any  assistant  assessor  shall  fail  to  perform 
any  duty  assigned  by  this  act,  within  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  his  precept,  warrant,  or  other  legal  in- 
structions, not  bem^  prevented  therefrdm  by  sick- 
ness or  other  unavoidable  accident,  every  such  as- 
sessor shall  be  discharged  from  office,  and  shall 
moreover  forfeit  and  pay  two  hundred  dollars,  to 
be  recovered  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  in 
any  court  having  competent  jurisdiction,  with 
costs  of  suit. 

Sec^  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  im- 
mediately after  the  valuations  and  enumerations 
shall  have  been  completed  as  aforesaid,  the  prin- 
cipal assessor  in  each  collection  district  shall,  by 
advertisement  in  some  public  newspaper,  if  any 
such  there  be  in  such  district,  and  by  written  no- 
tifications to  be  publicly  posted  up  in  at  least  four 
of  the  most  public  places  in  each  assessment  dis- 
trict, advertise  all  persons  concerned  of  the  place 
where  said  lists,  valuations,  and  enumerations,  may 
be  seen  and  examined ;  and  that  during  twenty- 
five  days  after  the  publication  of  the  notification 
as  aforesaid^  appeals  will  be  received  and  deter- 
mined by  him  relative  to  any  erroneous  or  exces- 
sive valuations  or  enumerations  by  the  assessor. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  principal  assessor 
in  each  collection  district,  during  twenty-five  days 
after  the  date  of  public  notification  to  be  made  as 
aforesaid,  to  submit  the  proceedings  of  the  assess- 
ors, and  the  lists  by  them  received  or  taken  as 
aforesaid,  to  the  inspection  of  any  and  all  persons 
who  shall  apply  for  that  purpose ;  and  the  said 
principal  assessors  are  hereby  authorized  to  re- 
ceive, hear,  and  determine,  in  a  summary  way, 
according  to  law  and  right,  upon  any^  and  all  ap- 
peals which  may  be  exhibited  against  the  pro- 
eeedinffs  of  the  said  assessors :  Provided  always, 
That  the  question  to  be  determined  by  the  princi- 
jpstl  assessor,  on  an  appeal  respecting  the  valua- 
tion of  property,  shall  be,  whether  the  valuation 
complained  of  be  or  be  not  in  a  just  relation  or 
proportion  to  other  valuations  in  the  same  assess- 


ment district.  And  all  appeals  to  the  principal 
assessors,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  made  in  writing, 
and  shall  specify  the  particular  cause,  matter,  or 
thing,  respecting  which  a  decision  is  requested ; 
and  snail  moreover  state  the  ground  or  principle 
of  inequality,  or  error  complained  of;  and  the 
principal  assessor  shall  have  power  to  re-examine 
and  equalize  the  valuations  as  shall  appear  just 
^nd  equitable ;  but  no  valuation  shall  be  increased 
without  a  previous  notice  of  at  least  fi\re  days  to 
the  party  interested  to  appear  and  object  to  the 
same,  if  hejud^e  proper;  which  notice  shall  be 
ffiven  by  a  note  in  writing,  to  be  left  at  the  dwel- 
ling house  of  the  party  by  such  assessor  as  the 
principal  assessor  shall  designate  for  that  purpose. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  U further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever the  quotas  or  portions  of  direct  tax  payable 
by  the  States,  respectively,  shall  be  laid  and  ap- 
portioned by  law  on  the  counties  or  State  die- 
tricts,  and  such  county  or  counties,  State  district 
or  districts,  shall  contain  more  than  one  assess- 
ment district,  then  and  in  that  case,  the  principal 
assessors  shall  have  power,  on  examination  of 
the  lists  rendered  b^  the  assessors  according  to 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  revise,  adjust,  and 
equalize  the  valuations  of  lands,  lots  of  ground 
with  their  improvements,  dwelling-houses  and 
slaves,  between  such  assessment  districts,  by  de- 
ducting from  or  adding;  either  such  a  rate  per 
centum  as  shall  appear  just  and  equitable. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  im- 
mediately after  hearing  appeals,  and  adjusting 
and  e<}ualizing  the  valuations  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  preceding  section,  the  principal 
assessors  respectively  shall  make  out  lists  con- 
taining the  sums  pavable  according  to  the  assess- 
ments aforesaid,  and  according  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  upon  every  object  of  taxation  within 
their  respective  districts,  so  as  to  raise  upon  the 
county  or  counties.  State,  district  or  districts, 
contained  within  tne  collection  districts  estab- 
lished by  this  act,  for  which  they  are  respectively 
appointed,  the  quota  of  the  direct  tax  laid  by  the 
United  States,  which  shall  have  been  imposed 
on  such  county  or  counties.  State,  district  or  dis- 
tricts, bv  the  law  laying  such  direct  tax ;  which 
lists  shall  contain  the  name  of  each  person  resid- 
ing within  the  collection  district  liable  to  pay 
the  direct  tax,  or  of  the  persons  residing  within 
the  said  district,  and  having  the  care  or  superin- 
tendence of  property  lying  within  the  said  district, 
which  is  liable  to  toe  payment  of  said  tai,  where 
such  person  or  persons  are  known,  together  with 
the  sum  payable  by  each  such  person  or  persons 
aforesaid,  on  account  of  the  said  direct  tax  as 
aforesaid.  And  where  there  is  any  property  within 
any  collection  district,  liable  to  the  payment  of 
the  direct  tax,  not  owned  or  occupiea  by  or  un- 
der the  superintendence  of  any  person  resident 
therein,  there  shall  be  a  separate  list  of  such  pro- 
perty, specifying  the  snms  payable,  and  the  names 
of  the  respective  proprietors,  where  known. 

Sbo.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
of  the  collectors  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid, 
shall,  within  sixty  days  from  the  day  on  whicn 
the  principal  assessors  shall  have,  received  tha 
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lists  from  the  assistant  assessors,  be  furDiGhed  by^ 
the  principal  assessors  with  one  or  more  of  the 
lists  prepared  i^  conformity  with  the  preceding 
sections  by  the  principal  assessor,  signed  and  cer- 
tified by  such  assessor.  And  each  collector,  on 
receiving  a  list  as  aforesaid,  shall  subscribe  three 
receipts,  one  of  which  shall  be  given  on  a  full 
and  correct  copy  of  such  list,  which  list  and  re- 
ceipt shall  remain  with  the  principal  assessor 
and  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  person  who 
may  apply  to  inspect  the  same ;  and  the  other 
two  receipts  shall  be  given  on  aggregate  state- 
ments of  the  lists  aforesaid,  exhibiting  the  gross' 
amount  of  taxes  to  be  collected  in  each  county 
or  State  'district  contained  in  the  collection  dis- 
trict; one  of  which  aggregate  statements  and 
receipts  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  Secretary, 
and  the  other  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  18.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  each 
collector,  before  receiving  any  list  as  aforesaidibr 
collection,  shall  give  bond,  with  one  or  more 
good  and  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  at  least  double 
the  amount  of  the  taxes  assessed  in  the  collection 
district  for  which  he  may  be  a|)pointed  \  which 
bond  shall  be  payable  to  the  United  States,  with 
condition  for  the  true  and  faithful  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  his  office  according  to  law,  and  par- 
ticularly for  the  due  collection  and  payment  of 
all  moneys  assessed  upon  such  district;  and  said 
bond  shall  be  transmitted  to  and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  19.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
taxes  so  assessed  shall  be  and  remain  a  lien  upon 
all  lands  and  other  real  estate,  and  all  slaves  of 
the  individuals  who  may  be  assessed  for  the  same, 
during  two  years  after  the  time  it  shall  become 
due  and  payable  \  and  the  said  lien  shall  extend  to 
each  and  every  part  of  all  tracts  or  lots  of  land  or 
dwelling-houses,  notwithstanding  the  same  may 
have  been  divided  or  alienated  in  part. 

S£0.  20,  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  each 
collector  shall  be  authorized  to  appoint,  by  an 
instrument  of  writing  under  his  hand  and  seal, 
as  many  deputies  as  he  may  think  proper,  assign- 
lng[  to  each  such  deputy,  by  that  instrument  of 
writing,  such  portion  of  his  collection  district  a$ 
be  may  think  proper;  and  also  to  revoke  the 
powers  of  any  deputy,  giving  public  notice  thereof 
m  that  portion  of  the  district  assigned  to  such 
deputy.  And  each  such  deputy  shall  hav^e  the 
like  authority  in  every  respect  to  collect  the  tax 
so  assessed,  within  the  portion  of  the  district  as- 
signed to  him,  which  is  by  this  act  vested  in  the 
collector  himself;  but  each  collector  shall  in 
every  respect,  be  responsible  both  to  the  United 
States  and  individuals,  as  the  case  may  be,  for  all 
moneys  collected,  and  for  every  act  done  as  de- 
puty collector  by  any  of  his  deputies,  whilst  act- 
mp  as  such :  Provided^  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tamed  shall  prevent  any  collector  from  collecting 
himself  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  tax  so  as- 
sessed and  payable  in  his  district. 

Sec.  21.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  each 
of  the  said  collectors,  or  his  deputies,  shall,  with- 
in ten  days  after  receiving  his  collection  list,  ad- 


vertise in  one  newspaper  printed  in  hiscoHection 
district,  if  any  there  be,  and  by  notifications  to 
be  posted  up  m  at  least  four  public  places  in  his 
collection  district,  that  the  said  tax  has  become 
due  and  payable^  and  state  the  times  and  places  . 
at  which  he  or  they  will  attend  to  receive  the 
same,  which  shall  be  within  twenty  days  after 
such  notification;  and  with  respect  to  persons  who 
shall  not  attend,  according  to  such  notifications,  • 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  collector,  in  person, 
or  by  deputy,  to  apply  once  at  their  respecttre 
dwellings  within  such  district,  and  there  demand 
the  taxes  payable  by  such  persons,  which  applica- 
tion shall  be  made  within  sixty  days  .after  the 
receipt  of  collection  lists  by  the  collectors;  aad 
if  the  said  taxes  shall  not  be  then  jpaid,  or  within 
twenty  days  thereaAer,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such 
collector  and  his  deputies  to  proceed  to  collect 
the  said  taxes  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods, 
chattels,  or  efifects  of  the  persons  delinqaent  as 
aforesaid,  with  a  commission  of  eight  ner  centum 
upon  the  said  taxes  to  and  for  the  use  of  such  col- 
lector :  Provid^dj  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to 
make  distress  of  the  tools  or  implements  of  a 
trade  or  profession,  beasts  of  the  plough  neces- 
sary for  the  cultivation  of  improv^  lands, arms, 
or  household  furniture,  or  apparel  necessary  for  a 
family. 

Sec.  22.  Andhe  it  further  enacted^  That  when- 
ever goods,  chattels,  or  effects,  sufficient  to  satisfy 
any  tax  upon  dwelling-houses  or  lands  and  their 
improvements^  owned,  occupied,  or  superintended 
by  persons  known  and  residiog  within  the  same 
collection  district,  cannot  be  found,  the  collector 
having  first  advertised  the  same  for  thirty  days 
in  a  newspaper  printed  within  the  collecUoa 
district,  if  such  there  be,  and  having  posted  op, 
in  at  least  ten  public  places  within  the  same,  a 
notification  of  the  intended  sale,  thirty  days  pre- 
viously thereto,  shall  proceed  to  sell,  at  pubhe  sale, 
so  much  of  the  said  property  as  may  be  necessary 
to  satisfy  the  taxes  due  thereon,  together  with  an 
addition  of  twenty  per  centum  to  the  said  taxes. 
And  if  the  property,  so  advertised  for  sale,  cannot 
be  sold  for  the  amount  of  the  tax  due  thereon, 
with  the  said  additional  per  centum  thereto,  the 
collector  shall  purchase  the  same  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  amount  aforesaid :  Pro* 
vided^  That  the  owner  or  superintendent  of  the 
property  aforesaid,  after  the  same  shall  have  hew 
as  aforesaid  advertised  for  sale,  and  before  it  shall 
have  been  actually  sold,  shall  be  allowed  to  pay 
the  amount  of  the  tax  thereon,  with  an  addition 
of  ten  per  centum  on  the  same,  on  the  payment 
of  which  the  sale  of  the  said  property  shall  not 
take  place:  Provided^  also.  That  the  owners, 
their  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  or  any 
person  in  their  behalf,  shall  have  liberty  to  re- 
deem the  lands  and  other  property  sold -as  afore- 
said, within  two  years  from  the  time  of  sale,  npoa 
payment  to  the  collector,  for  the  use  of  the  pa^ 
chaser,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  of  the  amount  paid 
by  such  purchaser,  with  interest  for  the  same  at 
the  rate  of  twenty  per  centum  per  annum;  and 
no  deed  shall  be  given  in  pursuance  of  such  sale, 
until  the  time  of  redemption  shall  have  expired ; 
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EDd  the  collector  shall  reDder  a  distioet  account 

of  charges  incurred  in  offerioe^  and  advertising 

for  sale  such  property,  and  shall  pay  into  the 

Treasury  the  surplus,  if  any  there  be,  of  the  afore- 

'      said  additloQ  of  twenty  per  centum,  or  ten  per 

'      centum,  as  the  case  may  be,  after  defraying  the 

said  charges. 

Sec.  23.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  wixb 

'  respect  to  property  lying  within  any  collection 

district,  not  owned,  occupied,  or  superintended 

by  some  person  residing  therein,  and  on  which 

toe  tax  shall  not  have  been  paid  to  the  collector 

within  ninety  days  after  the  day  on  which  he 

shall  have  received  the  collection  lists  from  the 

r principal  as^ssor,  the  collector  shall  transmit 
ists  of  the  same  to  one  of  the  collectors  within 
the  same  State,  to  be  designated  for  that  purpose 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  And  the  col- 
'  lector  who  shall  have  been  thus  designated  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  shall  transmit  re- 
ceipts for  all  the  lists  received  as  aforesaid,  to  the 
collectors  traosmiting  the  same,  and  the  collectors 
thus  designated  in  each  State  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  shall  cause  notifications  of  the 
taxes  due  as  aforesaid,  and  contained  in  the  lists 
thus  transmitted  to  them,  to  be  published  for  sixty 
days  in  at  least  one  of  the  newspapers' published 
ia  the  State;  and  the  owners  of  the  property  on 
which  such  taxes  may  be  due  shall  be  permitted 
to  pay  to  such  collector  the  said  tax  with  an  ad- 
dition of  ten  per  centum  thereon:  Provided^ 
Such  payment  is  made  wilbin  one  year  after 
the  day  on  which  the  collector  of  the  district, 
where  3uch  properly  lies,  had  notified  that  the 
tax  had  become  due  on  the  saipe. 

Sbc.  24.  And  be  UJurther  enacted^  That  when 

any  tax^  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  remained  unpaid 

for  the  term  of  one  year  as  aforesaid,  the  collector 

in  the  Slate  where  the  property  lies,  and  who 

shall  have  6een  designated  by  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury  as  aforesaid,  having  first  advertised 

the  same  for  sixty  days,  in  at  least  one  newspaper 

iq  the  State,  shall  proceed  to  sell,  at  public  sale, 

so  much  of  the  said  property  as  may  be  necessary 

iq  ^tisfy  the  taxes  due  thereon,  together  with  an 

addition  of  twenty  per  centum  thereon.    If  the 

properly  advertised  for  sale  capnot  be^  sold  for  the 

amount  of  the  tax  due  thereon,  with  the  said  ad- 

ditioa  ihereoQ,  the  collector  shall  purchase  the 

stp^e,  in  behalf  of  the  United   Slates,  for  the 

amouDt  aforesaid.    And  the  collector  shall  render 

i      a  distinct  account  of  the  charges  incurred  in  ofier- 

i      ing  and  advertising  for  sale  such  properly,  and 

I     pay  iniQ  the  Trea^ory  the  surplus,  if  any,  of  the 

aforesaid  addition  or  ten  or  twenty  per  cent.,  as 

I      the  case  may  be,  after  defraying  the  said  charges, 

Ssc.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 

i      collectors  designated  aa  aforesaid^  b]f  ^he  Secre- 

I     tary  of  the  Treasury,  shall  deposiie  wiqi^theclerka 

of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  in  the 

respective  States,  and  within  which  district  the 

property  lies,  correct  lists  of  the  tracts  of  lands  or 

I      other  real  property  sold  by  virtue  of  this  act,  for 

Doo-paymeat  of  taxes,  together  with  the  names 

of  the  owners  or  presumed  owners,  of  the  purcha- 

sers  of  the  same  at  the  public  sales  aforesaid,  and 


of  the  amount  paid  by  such  purchasers  for  the 
same.  The  owners,  their  heirs,  executors,  or  ad- 
ministrators, or  any  person  in  their  behalf,  shall 
have  liberty  to  redeem  the  lands  or  other  property 
sold  as  aforesaid,  within  two  years  from  the  time 
of  sale,  upon  payment  to  the  clerk  aforesaid,  for 
the  use  of  the  purchaser,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  of 
the  amount  paid  by  such  purchaser  for  the  said 
land  or  other  real  property,  with  interest  for  the 
same,  at  the  rateof  twentv  per  centum  per  annum^ 
and  of  a  commission  of  nve  per  centum  on  such 
payment,  for  the  use  of  the  clerk  aforesaid.  The 
clerks  shall,  on  application, pay  to  the  purchasers 
the  moneys  thus  paid  for  their  use,  and  they  shall 
give  deeds  for  the  land^  or  property  aforesaid,  to 
the  purchasers  entitled  to  the  same,  in  all  cases 
where  the  same  shall  not  have  been  redeemed 
within  two  years  as  aforesaid,  by  the  original 
owners  thereof  or  their  legal  representatives ;  and. 
the  said  clerk  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the 
purchaser  the  sum  of  two  dollars  for  every  such 
deed,  to  be  paid  on  the  delivery  thereof  to  suck 
purchasers;  and  in  all  cases  where  lands  may  be 
sold  under  this  act  for  the  payment  of  taxes  be- 
longing to  infants, persons  otinsane  mind,  married 
women,  or  persons  beyond  sea,  such  persons  sl^all 
have  the  term  of  two  years  after  their  respective 
disabiliities  shall  have  been  removed,  or  their  re- 
turn into  the  United  Stales,  to  redeen)  lands  thus 
sold,  on  their  paying  into  the  clerk's  oflice,  afore- 
said, the  amount  paid  by  the  purchaser,  together 
with  ten  per  cent,  per  annum  thereon :  and  on 
their  paying  to  the  purchaser  of  the  land  aforesaid 
a  compensation  for  all  improvements  he  may 
have  made  on  the  premises  subsequenl  to  his  pur- 
chase, the  value  of  which  improvements  to  be 
ascertained  by  three  or  more  neighboring  free- 
holders to  be  appointed  by  the  clerk  aforesaid, 
who  on  actual  view  of  the  premises  shall  assess 
the  value  of  such  improvements  on  their  oaths, 
and  make  a  return  of  such  valuation  to  the  clerk 
aforesaid  immediately. 

Sec,  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
several  collectors  shall,  at  the  expiration  of  every 
month  after  they  shall  respectively  conunence 
their  collections,  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  a  statement  of  the  collections  made  by 
them  respectively,  within  the  month,  and  pay 
over  quarterly  or  sooner,  if  so  required  by  the. 
said  Secretary,  the  moneys  by  them  respectively 
collected  within  the  said  term.  And  each  of  the 
said  collectors  shall  complete  the  collection  of 
all  sums  assigned  to  him  for  collection  as  afore- 
said, shall  pay  over  the  same  into  the  Treasury, 
and  shall  render  his  final  account  to  the  Treasury 
Department  within  six  months  from  and  after 
the  day  when  he  shall  have  received  the  collec- 
tion lists  from  the  principal  assessor :  Provided 
howevert  That  the  period  of  one  year  and  three 
months  from  the  said  day  shall  be  allowed  to  the 
collector  designated  in  each  State  as  aforesaid, 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  respect  to 
the  taxes  contained  in  the  list  transmitted  to  him 
by  the  other  collectors  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  27.  And  be  it  further  enc^ed.  That  each 
collector  shall  be  charged  with  the  whole  amount 
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of  taxes  by  trim  receipted,  whether  contained  in 
the  lists  delivered  to  him  by  the  principal  assessor 
or  transmitted  to  him  by  other  collectors,  and  he 
shall  be  allowed  credit  to  the  amount  of  taxes 
contained  in  the  lists  transmitted  in  the  manner 
above  provided  to  other  collectors,  and  by  them 
receipted  as  aforesaid ;  and  also  for  the  taxes  of 
such  persons  as  may  have  absconded  or  become 
insolvent,  subsequent  to  the  date  of  assessment, 
and  prior  to  the  date  when  the  tax  ought,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  have  been  col- 
lected \  provided  It  shall  be  proven,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  that 
due  diligence  was  used  by  the  collector^  and  that 
DO  property  was  left  from  which  the  tax  could 
have  been  recovered ;  and  each  collector  desig- 
.  Dated  in  each  State  as  aforesaid,  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  shall  receive  creidit  for  the  taxes 
due  for  all  tracts  of  land,  which,  after  beinff  offer- 
ed for  sale  by  him  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  shall 
or  may  have  been  purchased  by  him  in  behalf  of 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  28.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  if  any 
collector  shall  fail  either  to  collect  or  to  render 
his  account,  or  to  {)ay  over  In  the  manner  or  with- 
in the  times  herein  before  provided,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required,  immeaiately 
after  such  delinquency^  to  issue  a  warrant  of  dis- 
tress against  such  delmquent  collector  and  his 
sureties,  directed  to  the  marshal  of  the  district, 
therein  expressing  the  amount  of  the  taxes  im- 
posed on  the  district  of  such  collector,  and  the 
sumsJf  any,  which  have  been  paid;  and  the  said 
marsnal  shall,  himself,  or  by  his  deputy,  imme- 
diately proceed  to  levy  and  collect  the  sum  which 
may  remain  due,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods 
and  chattels  or  any  personal  effects  of  the  delin- 
quent collector;  and  for  want  of  goods,  chattels, 
or  effects  aforesaid,  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  said 
warrant,  the  same  may  be  levied  on  the  person  of 
the  collector,  who  may  be  committed  to  prison, 
there  to  remain  until  discharged  in  the  due  course 
of  law;  and  furthermore,  notwithstanding  the 
commitment  of  the  collector  to  prison  as  afore- 
aaid,  or  if  he  abscond,  and  goods,  chattels,  and 
effects,  cannot  be  found  suflSicient  to  satisfy  the 
said  warrant,  the  said  marshal  or  his  deputy  shall 
and  may  proceed  to  levy  and  collect  the  sum. 
which  may  remain  due,  by  distress  and  sale  of 
the  goods  and  chattels  or  any  personal  effects  of 
the  surety  or  sureties  of  the  delinquent  collectors. 
And  the  amount  of  the  sums  committed  to  any 
collector  for  collection,  as  aforesaid,  shall  and  the 
same  are  hereby  declared  to  be  a  lien  upon  the 
lands  and  real  estate  of  such  collector  and  his 
sureties,  until  the  same  shall  be  discharged  ac- 
cording to  law ;  and  for  want  of  goods  and  chat- 
tels or  other  personal  effects  of  such  collector  or 
his  sureties,  sufficient  to  satisfy  any  warrant  of 
distress  issued  pursuant  to  the  preceding  section 
of  this  act,  the  lands  and  real  estate  of  such  col- 
lector and  his  sureties,  oi;so  much  thereof  as  may 
be  necessary  for  satisfying  the  said  warrant, after 
being  advertised  for  at  least  three  weeks,  in  not 
less  than  three  public  places  in  the  collection  dis- 


trictj  and  in  one  newspaper  printed  in  the  countf 
or  district,  if  any  there  ne,  prior  to  the  proposed 
time  of  sale,  may  and  shall  be  sold  by  the  marshal 
or  his  deputy ;  and,  for  all  lands  and  real  estate 
sold  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  aforesaid,  the 
conveyances  of  the  marshals  or  their  deputies, 
executed  in  due  form  of  law,  shall  give  a  valid 
title  against  all  persons  claiming  under  delinquent 
collectors  or  their  sureties  aforesaid ;  and  all 
moneys  that  may  remain  of  the  proceeds  of  such 
sale,  after  satisfying  the  said  warrant  of  distress 
and  paying  the  reasonable  costs  and  charges  of 
sale,  shall  be  returned  to  the  proprietor  of  the 
lands  or  real  estate  sold  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  29.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted.  That  each 
and  every  collector,  or  his  deputy,  wno  shall  ex- 
ercise or  be  guilty  of  any  extortion  or  oppression, 
under  color  of  this  act^  or  shall  demana  other  or 
greater  sums  than  shall  be  authorized  bjr  law, 
shall  be  liable  to  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  three 
hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  by  and  for  the 
use  of  the  party  injured,  with  costs  ofsmt^  in  anv 
court  having  competent  jurisdiction;  and  each 
and  everjr  collector  and  his  deputies  shall,  if  re- 
quired, give  receipts  for  all  sums  by  them  collect- 
ed and  retained  in  pursuance  of  this  act. 

Sec.  30.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  for  the  services  per- 
formed under  this  act :  To  each  principal  asses- 
sor, two  dollars  for  every  day  employed  in  hear- 
ing appeals  and  making  out  lists  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act.  and  four  dollars  for  every 
hundred  taxable  persons  contained  in  the  tax  list 
as  delivered  by  him  to  the  collector :  To  each 
assistant  assessor,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  for 
every  day  actually  employed  in  collecting  lists 
and  making  valuations,  the  number  of  days  ne- 
cessary for  that  purpose  being  certified  b^  the 
principal  assessor  and  approved  by  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury,  and  three  dollars  for  every 
hundred  taxable  persons  contained  in  the  tax  list 
as  completed  and  delivered  by  him  to  the  principal 
assessor ;  and  the  assessors  respectively  shall  be 
allowed  their  necessary  and  reasonable  charges 
for  books  and  stationery  used  in  the  execotloa  of 
their  duties. 

Sec  31.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
allowances  made  as  aforesaid,  to  the  assessors, 
shall  be  paid  at  the  Treasury^  to  the  principal  as- 
sessors respectively  ;  for  which  purpose  one  hon' 
dred  and  nfty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, are  hereby  appropriated. 

Sec.  32.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in 
cases  where  no  person  can  be  found  in  any  col- 
lection district,  or  assessment  district,  to  serve 
either  as  collector,  principal  assessor,  or  assistant 
assessor  respectively,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  one  of  the 
deputy  postmasters  irt  such  districts,  to  serve  as 
collector  or  assessor,  as  the  case  may  be ;  aud  if 
shall  be  the  doty  of  such  deputy  postmaster  la 
perform  accord inglv  the  duties  of  such  ofllcer. 

Sec.  33.  Andbett  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever a  direct  tax  shall  be  assessed,  or  internal  du- 
ties laid,  separate  accounts  of  each  shall  be  kept 
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at  the  Treasury  of  the  UDited  S(ate«,  of  all  mon- 
eys received  from  the  direct  tax,  and  from  in- 
ternal dqties,  showing  opon  what  articles  or  sub- 
jects of  taxation  those  duties  accrued  ;  also  the 
amount  of  moneys  paid  to  collectors,  assessors, 
assistant  assessors,  or  other  officers  employed  in 
the  collection  thereof;  distinguishing  the  amount 
of  moneys  received  from  each  State,  and  from 
what  tax  or  species  of  duties  received,  and  dis- 
tinguishing also  the  amount  of  moneys  paid  to 
the  officers  in  each  State;  which  accounts  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  an- 
nually, in  the  month  of  December,  to  lay  before 
Congress. 
Approved,  July  22, 1813. 


An  Act  to  regolate  the  allowance  of  forage  to  offioera 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  Statee. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  all  officers  in  the  mil- 
itary service  of  the  United  States,  who  are  by  law 
entitled  to  forage,  shall  receive  in  lieu  thereof, 
whe&  not  drawn  iii  kind,  an  equivalent  in  money, 
at  the  rate  of  eiffht  dollars  per  month  for  each 
horse  to  which  they  may  be  entitled :  Provided, 
That  DO  allowance  shall  be  made  to  any  officer 
for  more  horses  than  he  shall  actually  employ  in 
the  public  service. 

Approved,  July  22, 18ia 


An  Act  to  establish  the  town  of  Mobile  a  port  of  entry. 

Beit  enactedj  (f c,  That,  frpm  and  after  the  first 
day  of  Auguit  next,  the  town  of  Mobile  shall  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  established  the  sole  port 
of  entry  for  the  district,  including  the  shores, 
waters,  and  inlets  of  the  bay  and  river  Mobile, 
and  of  the  other  rivers,  creelcs,  inlets,  and  bays, 
emptying  into  the  GUilf  of  Mexico,  east  of  the  said 
river  Mobile,  and  west  thereof  to  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Approved,  July  22, 1813. 

.  An  Act  laying  duties  on  sngar  refined  within  Uie  Uni- 
ted Sutes.      • 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  January  next,  there  be  levied,  col- 
lected, and  paid,  upon  all  sugar  which  shall  be 
refined  within  the  United  States,  a  duty  of  four 
•exits  per  pound. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
refiner  of  sugar,  who  shall  be  such  immediately 
before  and  on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  shall, 
on  the  said  day,  and  every  refiner  of  sugar  who 
shall  be  and  become  such  after  the  said  day,  shall, 
twenty  days  at  the  least  previous  to  Commencing 
'      che  business  of  refining  sugar,  make  true  and  ex- 
I      act  entry  and  report  in  writing  to  the  collector, 
>      appointed  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  *'  An  act 
'      for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct  taxes 
'      and  internal  duties,"  for  the  collection  district  in 
I      which  shall  be  the  house  or  building  where  he  or 
\      she  shall  carry  on,  or  intend  to  carry  orf.  the  said 
basiness,  of  every  house  or  building  wnere  such 
business  shall  be  by  him  or  her  carried  on,  or  in- 
tended so  to  be.  and  of  every  pan  or  boiler,  to- 


gether with  the  capacity  of  each,  which  he  or 
she  shall  have  or  employ  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
fining sugar,  and  shall  also  |;ive  bond  in  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  dollars,  with  condition  that  he 
or  she  shall  and  will  enter,  or  cause  to  be  entered 
in  a  book  or  paper  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose, all 
suffar  which  he  or  she  shall  refine  or  cause  to  be 
refined,  and  of  the  quantities,  from  day  to  day  by 
him  or  her  sent  out  or  caused  to  be  sent  out  of 
the  house  or  building  where  the  same  shall  have 
been  refined,  and  shall,  on  the  first  day  of  April, 
July,  October,  and  January,  in  each  year,  render 
a  just  and  true  account  of  all  the  refined  suffar 
which  he  or  she  shall  have  sent  out,  or  caused  or 
procured  to  be  sent  out,  from  the  first  time  of  his 
or  her  entry  and  report  aforesaid,  until  the  day 
which  shall  first  ensue,  of  the  days  above  men- 
tioned, for  the  rendering  of  such  account,  and 
thenceforth  successively,  from  the  time  when 
such  account  ought  to  have  been,  and  up  to  which 
it  shall  have  been  last  rendered,  until  the  day 
next  thereafter,  of  the  days  above  mentioned,  for 
the  rendering  of  such  account,  producing  and 
showing  therewith  the  original  book  or  paper, 
whereon  the  entries  from  day  to  day.  to  be  made 
as  aforesaid,  have  been  made ;  and  he  or  she  shall, 
at  the  time  of  rendering  each  account,  pay  or  se- 
cure the  duties  which  by  this  act  ought  to  be  paid 
upon  the  refined  sugar  in  the  said  account  men- 
tioned ;  and  if  any  such  refiner  shall  omit  to 
make  any  such  entry  or  report,  he  or  she  shall 
forfeit  and  lose  every  pan  or  boiler  which  he  or 
she  shall  have  and  use  for  the  purpose  of  refining 
sugar,  and  shall  also  forfeit  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  of  suit. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  every 
such  refiner  shall  yearly^  beinff  thereunto  required 
by  the  collector  aforesaid,  malce  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, according  to  the  best  of  his  or  her  knowledge 
and  belief,  that  the  accounts  which  have  been  by 
him  or  her  rendered  of  the  quantities  of  refined 
sugar  by  him  or  her  sent  out.  or  procured  or 
caused  to  be  sent  out  of  the  house  or  building 
where  the  same  shall  have  been  manufactured, 
have  been  just  and  true. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
person  shall  knowingly  and  with  aesign,  falsely 
swear  or  affirm  touching  any  of  the  matters 
hereinbefore  required  to  oe  verified  by  oath  or 
affirmation,  he  or  she  shall  be  deemea  guilty  of 
wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
refiner  of  sugar  shall  at  each  time  of  rendering 
an  account,  as  hereinbefore  required,  make  a  true 
and  particular  report  of  the  buildings,  pans,  and 
boilers  which  he  or  she,  at  any  lime  since  that  of 
rendering  his  or  her  last  account,  has  used  or 
kept,  and  shall  then  have,  ^se  or  keep  for  carry- 
ing on  the  said  business  of  refining  sugar,  on  pain 
of  forfeiting  for  each  and  every  neglect  or  omis- 
sion all  sucn  pans  and  boilers,  together  with  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  with 
costs  of  suit. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  re- 
fined sugar  which  shall  have  been  manufactured 
or  made  within  the  United  States  in  manner 
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aforesaid,  after  the  sajd  first  day  of  January  next, 
whereof  the  duties  aforesaid  have  not  been  duly 
paid  or  secured,  according  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  act.  shall,  upon  default  being 
made  in  the  paying  or  securing  of  the  said  duties, 
be  forfeited,  and  shall  and  may  be  seized  as  for- 
feited, by  the  collector  aforesaid  or  officer  of  the 
customs. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  every  such  refiner  of  sugar,  at  his 
or  hec  option,  either  to  pay,  upon  the  rendering 
of  his  or  her  account  as  aforesaid,  the  duties 
which  shall  thereby  appear  to  be  due  and  pay- 
able, with  a  deduction  or  abatement  of  six  per 
cent,  for  prompt  payment,  or  to  give  bond  with 
one  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
collector,  to  whom  such  account  shall  be  ren- 
dered, for  the  payment  of  the  said  duties,  at  the 
expiration  of  nine  months  thereafter:  Provided, 
That  no  person  whose  bond  for  any  of  the  said 
duties  shall  remain  unpaid  beyond  the  term  al- 
lowed for  the  payment  thereof,  shall  be  entitled 
to  future  credit  fbr  any  of  the  said  duties,  so  long 
as  such  bond  shall  remain  unpaid. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
daties  hereby  laid  upon  sugar  refined  within  the 
ITnjted  States,  shall  and  may  be  drawn  back  upon 
ajl  such  of  the  said  suffar  refined  within  the  Uni- 
ted States  after  the  aforesaid  first  day  of  January 
next,  which  after  the  said  day  shall  be  exported 
from  the  United  States  to  any  foreign  port  or 
place:  Provided^  That  no  drawback  shall  be  al- 
lowed, on  any  exportation  as  aforesaid,  in  any 
instance  where  the  same  shall  amount  to  less 
than  twelve  dollars. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  in 
Older  to  entitle  the  exporter  or  exporters  to  th^ 
benefit  of  the  said  allowance  of  drawback,  he, 
she,  or  they  shall,  previous  to  the  putting  or  lading 
any  of  the  said  refined  sugar  on  board  of  any  ship 
or  vessel  for  exportation,  give  six  hours  notice  at 
the  least  to  the  proper  officer  of  inspection  of  the 
port  from  which  the  said  sqgar  shall  be  intended 
to  be  exported,  of  his,  her,  or  their  intention  to 
'export  the  same,  and  of  the  number  of  packages 
containing  the  same,  and  the  respective  marks 
thereof,  and  the  place  or  places  where  deposited, 
and  of  the  place  to  which,  and  ship  or  vessel  in 
which  they  or  either  of  them  shall  be  so  intended 
to  be  exported ;  whereupon  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
>  the  said  officer  to  inspect,  by  himself  or  deputy, 
the  packages  so  notified  lor  exportation,  and  the 
same  after  such-inspection  shall  be  laden  on  board 
the  sanrie  ship  or  vessel  of  which  notice  shall  have 
been  given,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  same  offi- 
cer or  his  deputy  who  shall  have  inspected  the 
same,  which  officer,  after  the  same  shall  have 
been  so  laden  on  board,,  shall  certify  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  customs  for  the  district  the  quantity 
and  particulars  of  the  refined  sugar  so  laden  for 
exportation. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  allowance  shall  not  be  made  unless  the  said 
exporter  or  exporters  shall  make  oath  or  affirma- 
tion that  the  said  sugar,  so  noticed  for  exportation 
and  laden  on  board  such  ship  or  vessel,  is  truly 


intended  to  be  exported  to  the  place  wheraof  no- 
tice shall  have  been  given,  and  is  not  intended  to 
be  relanded  within  the  Unjted  States,  and  that  he 
or  she  doth  verily  believe  that  the  duties  there- 
upon charged  by  this  act  have  been  duly  paid  or 
secured  to  be  .paid  ;  and  shall  also  give  bond  to 
the  collector  of  the  customs,  with  two  sureties, 
one  of  whom  shall  be  the  master  or  other  person 
having  the  command  or  charge  of  the  ship  or 
vessel,  in  which  the  said  sugar  shall  be  intended 
to  be  exported,  the  other  such  sufficient  person  as 
shall  be  approved  by  the  said  collector,  in  the  full 
value,  in  the  judgment  of  the  said  collector,  of 
the  sugar  so  intended  to  be  exported,  with  condi- 
tion that  the  said  sugar  (the  dangers  of  the  seas 
and  enemies  excepted)  shall  be  really  and  truly 
exported  to  and  landed  in  some  port  or  place 
without  the 4imits  of  the  United  States,  end  that 
the  said  sugar  shall  not  be  unshipped  from  on 
board  the  said  ship  or  vessel  wliereapoQ  the  saae 
shall  have  been  laden  for  exportation,  within  the 
said  limits,  or  any  ports  or  harbors  or  the  United 
States  (shipwreck  or  other  unavoidahie  accident 
excepted.) 

Sfio.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  tk« 
said  allowance  shall  not  be  paid  until  nine  moatha 
after  the  said  sugar  shall  have  been  so  exported: 
Provided,  That  whenever  the  owner  of  any  ahi^ 
or  vessel,  on  board  of  wliich  any  such  sugar  is 
laden  for  exportation,  shall  make  known  to  the 
collector,  previous  to  the  departure  of  such  ship 
or  vessel  from  the  port  where  such  sug^r  is  laden, 
that  such  ship  or  vessel  is  not  going  to  proceed  on 
the  voyage  intended,  or  the  voyage  is  altered,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  collector  to  ^raot  a  permit 
for  relanding  the  same. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any 
of  the  said  sugar,  after  the  same  shall  have  been 
shipped  for  exportation,  shall  be  unshipped  for 
any  purpose  whatever,  either  within  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  or  within  four^  lea^^ues  of  the 
coast  thereof,  or  shall  be  relanded  within  th^  Uni- 
ted States,  from  on  board  the  ship  or  vessel  where- 
in, the  sa/ne  shall  have  been  laden  for  eznortnuoDf 
unless  the  voyage  shall  not  be  proceeded  on,  or 
shall  be  altered  as  aforesaid,  or  unless  in  caaeof 
necessity  or  distress,  to  save  the  ship  and  gooda 
from  perishing,  which  shall  be  immediately  made 
known  to  the  principal  officer  of  the  customs  re- 
siding at  the  port  nearest  to  which  suck  ship  or. 
vessel  shall  be.  at  the  time  such  necessity  or  dis- 
tress shall  arise,  then  not  only  the  sugar  so  un- 
shipped, together  with  the  casks,  v^sels,  and 
cases  cobtaining  the  same,  but  also  the  ship  or 
vessel;  in  or  on  board  of  which  the  same  shall 
have  Ibeen  so  shipped  or  laden,  together  with  the 
guns,  furniture,  ammunition,  tackle,  and  apparel, 
and  also  the  ship,  vesseL  or  boat  into  whicn  the 
said  sugar  shall  be  unshipped  or  put,  after  the 
unshipping  thereof,  together  with  her  ffuns,  fur- 
niture, amipunition,  tackle,  and  apparel,  shall  be 
forfeited,  and  may  be  seized  by  any  officer  of  the 
customs  or  of  inspection. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the 
bond  to  be  given  as  aforesaid,  shall  and  may  be 
dischdrged,  by  producing  within  oae  year  from 
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its  date  (if  the  same  shall  be  shipped  to  any  part 
of  Europe  or  America,  aod  within  two  years,  if 
shipped  to  aay  part  of  Asia  or  Africa ;  and  if  the 
delivery  of  the  sugar,  ia  respect  to  which  the 
same  shall  have  beea  gireD,  be  at  any  place  where 
a  coDsul  or  other  agent  of  the  United  States  re- 
sides) a  certificate  of  such  consul  or  agent,  or  if 
there  be  no  consul  or  agent,  then  a  certificate  of 
any  two  known  and  reputable  American  mer- 
chants, residing  at  the  said  place,  and  if  there  be 
not  two  such  merchants  residing  at  the  said  place, 
then  a  certificate  of  any  other  two  reputable  mer- 
chants, testifying  the  delivery  of  the  said  sugar  at 
the  said  place,  which  certificate  shall,  in  each  case, 
be  confirmed  by  the  oath  or  afiirm^tion  of  the  mas- 
ter or  mate,  or  other  like  ofiicer  of  the  vessel  in 
which  the  said  sugar  shall  have  been  exported, 
and  when  such  certificate  shall  be  from  any  other 
than  a  consul  or  agent,*  or  merchants  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  it  shall  be  a  part  of  the  said  oath  or 
affirmation,  that  there  were  not,  upon  diligent  in- 
quiry, to  be  found  two  merchants  of  the  United 
States  at  the  said  place :  Fr<mded  alwaySy  That 
in  case  of  death,  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the 
party  dying  shall  not  be  deemed  necessary  :  And 
provided  further,  That  the  said  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, uken  before  the  chief  civil  magistrate  of  the 
place  of  the  said  delivery,  and  certified  under  his 
hand  and  seal,  shall  be  of  the  same  validity  as  if 
taken  before  a  person  qualified  to  administer  oaths 
within  the  United  States,  or  such  bonds  shall  and 
may  be  discharged  upon  proof  that  the  sugar  so 
exported  was  taken  by  enemies,  or  perished  in  the 
sea,  or  destroyed  by  fire ;  the  examination  and 
proof  of  the  same  being  left  to  the  Jud|:ment  of 
the  collector  of  the  customs,  naval  ofllcer,  and 
chief  officer  of  inspection,  or  any  two  of  them,  of 
the  place  from  which  such  sugar  shall  have  been 
exported.  And  in  cases  where  the  certificates 
herein  directed  cannot  be  obtained,  the  exporter 
or  exporters  of  such  sugar  shall  nevertheless  be 
permitted  to  offer  such  other  proof  as  to  the  de- 
livery of  the  said  sugar,  without  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  as  be  or  they  may  have ;  and  if  the 
same  shall  be  deemed  sumcient  by  the  said  col- 
lector, he  shall  allow  the  same ;  except  when  the 
drawback  to  be  allowed  shall  amount  to  one  hun- 
dred dollars  or  upwards ;  in  all  which  cases  the 
proofs  aforesaid  shall  be  referred  to  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury,  whose  decision  thereon 
shall  be  final. 

Sec.  14.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  in 
their  respective  districts,  and  they  are  hereby  au- 
thorized, to  collect  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act, 
and  to  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  the  same,  and 
for  the  recovery  of  any  sum  or  sums  which  may 
be  forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act.  And  all  fines, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures  which  shall  be  incurrea 
oy  force  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  be  sued  for  and 
recovered  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
the  collector  aforesaid,  within  whose  district  any 
such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall  have  been 
incurred,  by  bill,  plaint,  or  information  ;  one 
moiety  thereof  to  tne  use  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  I 
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person  who,  if  a  collector,  shall  first  discover,  if 
other  than  a  collector,  shall  first  inform  of  the 
cause,  matter,  or  thing,  whereby  any  such  fine, 
penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall  have  been  incurred ; 
and  where  the  cause  of  action  or  complaint  shall 
arise  or  accrue  more  than  fiftv  miles  distant  from 
the  nearest  place  by  law  estaolished  for  the  hold- 
ing of  a  district  court  within  the  district  in  which 
the  same  shall  arise  or  accrue,  such  suit  and  re- 
covery mav  be  had  before  any  court  of  the  State 
holden  within  the  said  district,  having  jurisdiction 
in  like  cases. 

Sec.  15.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  termination 
of  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  are  now 
engaged  with  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and 
for  one  year  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  July  24, 1813. 

An  Act  to  establish  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  the 
Revenue. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  for  superintending  the 
collection  of  the  direct  tax  and  internal  duties, 
laid  bv  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  there 
shall  be  an  officer  in  the  Department  of  the  Trea- 
sury, to  be  denominated  Commissioner  of  the  Rev- 
enue, who  shall  be  charged,  under  the  direction 
of  the  head  of  the  Department,  with  preparing 
all  the  forms  necessary  for  the  assessors  and  co' 
lectors  of  the  tax  and  duties  aforesaid;  with  pre- 
paring, signing,  and  distributing  all  the  licenses 
required  by  any  law  imposing  any  of  the  duties 
aforesaid;  and  with  the  superintendence, general- 
ly, of  all  the  officers  employed  in  assessing  and 
collecting  the  said  tax  and  duties. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue  shall  likewise 
superintend  the  collection  of  the  residue  of  the 
former  direct  tax  and  internal  duties  which  may 
be  still  outstanding,  and  shall  also  execute  the  ser- 
vices with  respect  to  light-houses  and  other  objects 
which  were  usually  performed  by  the  former  Com- 
missioners of  the  Revenue. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  fiather  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
place  also  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  impost 
and  tonnage  under  the  superintendence  of  the  said 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  if,  in  his  opinion, 
the  public  service  will  be  promoted  by  transfer- 
ring that  duty  from  the  Comptroller  to  the  said  * 
Commissioner. 

Sec  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
compensation  of  the  said  Commissioner  of  the 
Revenue  shall  be  the  same  with  that  of  the  Aud- 
itor of  the  Treasury ;  and  that  he  shall,  for  the 
present,  be  allowed  a  number  of  clerks  whose  sal- 
aries shall  not,  in  the  whole,  exceed  four  thousand 
dollars  a  year. 

Sec  5.  And  he  itjwriher  enacted,  That  a  sum 
not  exceeding  three  thousand  ^vt  hundred  dol- 
lars, to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasu- 
ry not  otherwise  appropriated,  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  appropriated,  to  pay  the  Commissioner 
and  salaries  aforesaid,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 
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Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  let- 
ters and  packets  to  and  from  the  Cororaisstoner 
of  the  RereDue,  shall  be  received  and  conveyed 
by  post,  free  of  postage,  under  the  same  restric- 
tions as  are  provided  by  law  with  respect  to  other 
free  letters  and  packets. 

Approved,  July  24, 1813. 

An  Act  to  continue  in  force  for  a  limited  time,  certain 

acts  authorixing  corps  of  rangers  for  the  protection 

of  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States,  and  making 

appropriations  for  the  same. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  raise  certain  companies  of  raosers  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  frontier  of  the  United  States,^ 
passed  January  second,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twelve,  and  also  the  act  supplementary 
thereto,  passed  July  first,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred ana  twelve,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
continued  in  force  for  one  year  from  and  after 
the  passage  hereol^  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  and  seventy-two  thpusand 
one  hundred  and  forty-one  dollarji  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  pay,  subsist- 
ence, and  forage,  during  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  of  the  seven  compa- 
nies of  rangers  raised,  or  to  be  raised,  for  the  Uni- 
ted States,  pursuant  to  the  above  recited  acts,  and 
of  the  ten  companies  of  rangers  authorized  by  the 
act  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

For  the  pay  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  and  privates  of  the  said  companies,  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 

For  the  subsistence  of  the  officers,  eleven  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars. 

For  forage,  the  sum  or  nine  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars.  The  said  sums 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  Appropriated. 

Approved,  July  24, 1813. 

An  Act  laying  duties  on  carriages  for  the  conveyance 
of  persons. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c.^  That,  from  and  after  the  last 
4  day  of  December  next,  there  shall  be  levied,  col- 
lected, and  paid,  the  following  yearly  rates  and 
duties  upon  all  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of 
persons,  which  shall  be  kept  by  or  for  any  person, 
for  his  or  her  own  use,  or  to  be  let  out  for  hire,  or 
for  the  conveyance  of  passengers,  to  wit :  for  and 
upon  every  coach,  the  yearly  sum  of  twenty  dol- 
lars ;  for  and  upon  every  chariot  and  postchaise, 
the  yearly  sum  of  seventeen  dollars;  for  and  upon 
trety  phaeton  and  on  every  coachee  having  pan- 
nel  work  in  the  upper  division  thereof,  the  yearly 
sum  of  ten  dollars ;  for  and  upon  every  other  four 
wheel  carriage  hanging  on  steel  or  iron  springs, 
the  yearly  sum  of  seven  dollars;  for  and  upon 
every  four  wheel  carriage  hanging  upon  wooden 
springs,  and  on  every  two  wheel  carriage  hang^ 
ing  on  steel  or  iron  springs,  the  yearly  sum  of 


four  dollars;  and  for  and  upon  every  other  foor 
or  two  wheel  carriage,  the  yearly  sum  of  two 
dollars:  Provided  (UwaySj  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  charge  with  a 
duty,  any  carriage  usually  and  chiefly  employed 
in  husbandry,  or  for  the  transportation  or  carry- 
ing of  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  produce,  or 
commodities. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the  da- 
ties  aforesaid  shall  be  levied  and  collected  upon 
all  carriages  usually  and  chiefly  employed  for  the 
conveyance  of  persons,  by  whatever  name  or  de* 
scription  the  same  have  been  or  shall  hereafter 
be  known  and  called.  And  in  cases  of  doubt,  any 
carriage  shall  be  deemed  to  belong  to  that  class 
to  which  the  same  shall  bear  the  greatest  reaem- 
bUnce,  and  shall  be  subject  to  duty  accordingly. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itfiirther  enacted,  That  every 
person  having,  or  keeping,  a  carriage  or  carriages, 
upon  which  a  duty  or  duties  shall  be  payable, ac- 
cording to  this  act,  shall  yearly,  and  in  every  year, 
in  the  month  of  January,  make  and  subscribe  a 
true  and  exact  entry  of  each  and  every  soch  car- 
riage, therein  specifying,  distinctly,  each  carriage 
owned  or  kept  by  him  or  her,  for  nis  or  her  use, 
or  for  hire,  with  the  description  and  denomina* 
tion  thereof,  and  the  rate  of  duty  to  which  each 
and  every  such  carriage  is  liable ;  which  entry 
shall  be  lodged  with  the  collector  appointed  ^y 
virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  ^^An  act  for  the  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and  internal 
duties,''  for  the  district  in  which  such  owner  or 
person  liable  for  the  payment  of  such  duty  shall 
reside.  And  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  tne  col- 
lectors aforesaid,  to  attend  within  the  month  of 
January  in  each  year,  at  one  or  more  of  the  most 
public  and  convenient  places  in  each  county  with- 
in their  respective  districts,  and  to  give  public  no- 
tice, at  least  ten  day«  previous  to  such  aay,of  the 
time  and  place  of  such  attendance,  and  to  receive 
such  entry,  made  in  the  manner  before  directed, 
at  such  place,  or  at  any  otherwhere  he  may  hap- 
pen to  be,  within  the  said  month  of  January,  and 
on  tender  and  payment  being  made  of  the  doty 
or  duties  therein  mentioned,  to  grant  a  certificate 
for  each  and  every  carriage  mentioned  in  such 
entry,  therein  specifying  the  name  of  the  owner, 
the  description  and  denomination  of  the  carriage, 
and  the  sum  paid,  with  the  time  when,  and  the 
period  for  which  such  duty  shall  be  so  paid :  And 
the  forms  ol  the  certificates  to  be  so  granted  shall 
be  prescribed  by  the  Treasury  Department ;  and 
suph  certificates,  or  the  acknowledgments  of  the 
collector  aforesaid  by  a  credit  in  his  public  ac- 
counts, shall  be  the  only  evidence  to  be  exhibited 
and  admitted,  that  any  duty  imposed  by  this  act 
has  been  discharged :  Provided  nevertheless,  That 
no  certificate  shall  be  deemed  of  validity  any  long- 
er than  while  the  carriage  for  which  the  said  cer- 
tificate was  granted^,  is  owned  by  the  person  men- 
tioned in  such  certificate,  unless  such  certificate 
shall  be  produced  to  the  collector  by  whom  it  was 
granted,  and  an  entry  shall  be  thereon  made,  spe- 
cifying the  name  of  the  then  owner  of  such  car- 
riage, and  the  time  when  he  or  she  became  pos- 
sessed of  the  same. 
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Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  any 
and  all  persons  who  shall  commence  the  having 
or  keeping;  of  any  carriage  subject  to  duties  aAer 
the  month  of  December^  shall  and  may,  at  any 
time  during  the  month  in  which  they  shall  so 
commence  the  having  or  keeping  of  such  car- 
riage, make  like  entry  in  manner  before  pre- 
scribed; and  on  payment  of  such  proportion  of 
the  duties  laid  by  this  act,  on  such  carriage,  as 
the  time  at  which  he  shall  commence  the  keep- 
ing of  such  carriage  to  the  end  of  the  month  of 
December  then  next  ensuing  shall  bear  to  the 
whole  year,  shall  be  entitled  to  and  may  demand 
like  certificates,  subject,  nevertheless,  to  the  con- 
ditions before  and  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  any 
person  having  or  keeping  any  carriage  subject  to 
duty,  who  shall  make  an  untrue  or  defective  en- 
try, to  evade  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  duty 
justly  and  truly  payable  according  to  this  act, 
shall  lose  the  sum  paid  pursuant  to  such  untrue 
0T\  defective  entry;  and  where  such  untrue  or 
defective  entry  hath  been  made,  or  where  no 
entry  shall  be  made,  or  where  there  shall  be  a 
neglect  of  payment  after  entry,  such  person  shall, 
moreover,  in  addition  thereto,  at  any  time  there- 
after, on  personal  application  and  demand,  at  the 
house,  dwelling,  or  usual  place  of  abode  of  such 
person,  by  the  proper  collector,  be  liable,  and  shall 
pay  the  dtitiea  by  this  act  imposed,  with  a  further 
sum,  for  the  benefit  of  such  ofiicer,  of  twenty-five 
per  centum ;  which  duties,  with  the  said  addition, 
ahall  be  collected  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  the  person  by  whom  the  same 
shall  be  due  and  payable :  Provided  always^  That 
such  application  and  demand  shall  not  be  made 
until  sixty  days  after  the  day  on  which  any  duty 
shall  commence:  and  if  entry  and  payment  shall 
be  made  within  the  said  sixty  days,  the  owner  of 
the  ca'rriaffe  shall  be  exempted  from  the  payment 
of  the  said  sum  of  twenty-five  per  centum. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enactedj  That  in 
all  cases  where  anv  duty  shall  be  collected  pur- 
fiuant  to  this  act.  whether  by  distress  or  otherwise, 
certificates  shall  be  granted  for  each  carriage  in 
manner  as  before  prescribed. 

Sec.  7.  Arui  be  U  further  enacted^  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  termination 
of  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  are  now 
engaged  with  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and 
for  one  year  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  July  24, 1813. 

An  Act  laying  datiea  on  licenses  to  distillers  of  spir- 
itnoos  liquon. 

Be  it  enactedf  ^c,  That  every  person  who,  on 
the  first  day  of  January  next,  shall  be  the  owner 
'  of  anv  still  or  stills  or  other  implements  in  lieu 
■  of  stilfsj  used  for  the  purpose  of  distilling  spiri- 
tuous liquors,  or  who  shall  have  such  still  or 
stills,  or  implements  as  aforesaid,  under  his  super- 
intendence, either  as  agent  for  the  owner,  or  on 
his  own  account,  shall  before  the  said  day,  and 
every  person  who  after  the  said  day  shall  use  or 


intend  to  use  any  still  or  stills,  or  implements  ad 
aforesaid,  either  as  owner,  agent,  or  otherwise, 
shall,  before  he  shall  begin  to  use  such  still  ot 
stills,  or  other  implements  in  lieu  thereof,  for  the 
purpose  of  distilling  spirituous  liquors,  appljr  for 
and  obtain  from  the  collector  appointed  by  virtue 
of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties," 
for  the  collection  district  in  which  such  person 
resides  (or  to  the  deputy  of  such  collector  dnlf 
authorized)  a  license  for  using  the  said  still  or 
stills,  or  other  implements  as  aforesaid;  which 
licenses  respectively  shall  be  granted  at  the  op- 
tion of  the  proprietor  or  possessor  of  such  still  or 
stills  for  any  or  either  of  the  terms  mentioned  in 
this  act,  upon  the  payment  in  money  by  such 
proprietor  or  possessor  of  the  duties  payaole  on 
the  said  license  or  licenses  according  to  the  pro- 
visions  of  this  act,  if  the  said  duties  shall  not 
exceed  five  dollars ;  and  if  they  shall  exceed  five 
dollars,  on  such  proprietor  or  possessor  executing 
and  delivering  to  tne  collector  or  to  his  deputy 
as  aforesaid,  a  bond  with  one  or  more  sureties  t6 
the  satisfaction  of  such  collector  or  deputy,  con- 
ditioned for  the  payment  of  said  duties  at  tfar^ 
end  of  four  months' after  the  expiration  of  the 
term  for  which  such  license  or  licenses  respect- 
ively shall  have  been  granted.  And  the  said 
bond  shall  be  taken  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  in  such  form  as  shall  bift 
prescribed  by  the  Treasury  Department.  And  if 
any  person  shall,  after  the  said  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary next,  use,  or  cause  to  be  used^  an^  still  or 
stills,  or  other  implements  as  aforesaid,  in  distill- 
ing spirituous  liquors,  or  shall  be  the  owner  of,  or 
have  under  his  superintendence,  either  as  agent 
or  otherwise,  any  still  or  stills,  or  other  iinple- 
ments  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  after  the  said  day 
have  been  used  as  aforesaid,  without  having  & 
license  therefor  as  aforesaid,  continuing  in  force 
for  the  whole  time  during  which  the  said  still  or 
stills,  or  implements  as  aK)resaid.  shkll  have  been 
thus  used,  every  such  person  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  together  witn 
double  the  amount  of  duties  which  would  hare 
been  payable,  for  the  term  during  which  such 
still  or  stills,  or  implements  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
thus  used,  had  the  said  still  or  stills,  or  imple- 
ments aforesaid  been  entered  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  . 
of  suit. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itfurthep  enacted,  That  the 
licenses  aforesaid  shall  and  may  be  granted  for 
and  during  the  following  terms  or  periods,  and  on 
the  payment  or  securing  of  payment  as  aforesaid 
of  the  duties  undermentioned,  nameljr: 

For  a  still  or  stills  employed  in  distilling  spirits 
from  domestic  materials,  for  a  license  for  the  em- 
ployment thereof  for  and  during  the  term  of  two 
weeks,  nine  cents  for  each  gallon  of  the  capacity 
of  every  such  still,  including  the  head  thereoi ; 
for  a  license  for  and  during  the  term  of  one 
month,  eighteen  cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  capa- 
city as  aforesaid ;  for  a  license  for  and  during  the 
term  of  two  months,  thirty-two  cents  for  each 
gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid ;  for  a  license 
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for  and  during  the  term  of  three  months,  forty- 
two  cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  afore- 
said; for  a  license  for  and  during  the  term  of 
four  months,  fifty-two  cents  for  each  jp^ailon  of  its 
capacity  as  aforesaid ;  for  a  license  for  and  dur- 
ing the  term  of  six  months,  seventy  cents  for 
each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid ;  for  a 
license  for  one  year,  one  hundred  and  eight  cents 
for  each  aallon  of  it^  capacity  as  aforetoid:  Pro- 
vided^ That  there  shall  be  paid  upon  each  still 
employed  wholly  in  the  distillation  of  roots,  but 
one*half  the  rates  of  duties  above  mentioned,  ac- 
cording to  the  capacity  of  such  still. 

For  a  still  or  stills  employed  in  distilling  spirits 
from  foreign  materials,  for  a  license  for  the  em- 
ployment thereof  for  and  during  the  term  of  one 
month,  twenty-five  cents  for  each  gallon  of  the 
capacity  of  every  such  still,  including  the  head 
thereof;  for  a  license  for  and  during  the  term  of 
three  months,  sixty  cents  for  each  gallon  of  its 
capacity  as  aforesaid ;  for  a  license  for  and  during 
the  term  of  six  months,  one  hundred  and  five 
cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  aforesaid ; 
for  a  license  for  one  year,  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  cents  for  each  gallon  of  its  capacity  as  afore- 
said. 

And  for  every  boiler,  however  constructed,  em- 
ployed for  the  purpose  of  generating  steam  in 
those  distilleries  wnere  wooden  or  other  vessels 
are  used  instead  of  metal  stills,  and  the  action  of 
steam  is  substituted  to  the  immediate  applicatioi^ 
of  fire  to  the  materials  from  which  the  spirituous 
liquors  are  distilled,  for  a  license  for  the  employ- 
ment thereof,  double  the  amount  on  each  gallon 
of  the  capacity  of  the  said  boiler,  including  the 
head  thereof,  which  would  be  payable  for  the 
aaid  license  if  granted  for  the  same  term  and  for 
the  employment  on  the  same  materials  of  a  still, 
or  stills,  to  the  contents  of  which,  beioff  the  mate- 
rials from  whence  the  spirituous  liquors  are 
drawn,  an  immediate  application  of  fire  during 
the  process  of  distillation  is  made. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  iljurther  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  collectors,  within  their  re- 
spective districts,  to  erant  licenses  for  distillinff, 
which  licenses  shall  be  marked  with  a  mark 
directing  the  rate  of  duty  thereupo6,  and  shall  be 
^gned  by  the  commissioner  of  the  revenue,  and. 
being  countersigned  by  the  collector  who  shall 
issue  the  same  or  cause  the  same  to  be  issued, 
shall  be  granted  to  any  person  who  shall  desire 
the  same,  upon  application  in  writing  and  upon 
payment  or  securing  of  payment  as  aforesaid,  of 
the  sum  or  duty  payable  by  this  act  upon  each 
license  requested. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  ap- 
plication, in  writing,  to  be  made  by  any  person 
applying  for  a  license  for  distiilinff  as  aforesaid, 
shall  state  the  place  of  distilling,  the  number  and 
contents  of  the  still  or  stills,  boiler  or  boilers,  and 
whether  intended  to  distil  spirituous  liquors  from 
foreign  or  domestic  materials.  And  every  person 
making  a  false  statement  in  either  of  the  said  par- 
ticulars, or  who  shall  distil  spiHtuous  liquors  from 
materials  other  than  those  stated  in  the  applica- 
tion aforesaid,  as  well  as  the  owner  or  superin- 


tendent of  any  distillery,  still,  or  stills,  with  re- 
spect to  which  such  false  statement  shall  hare 
been  made,  or  which  shall  be  thus  unlawfully 
employed,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ona 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  with 
costs  of  suit. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
such  collector  or  his  deputy,  duly  authoraed  un- 
der his  hand  and  seal,  shall  be  authorized  to 
apply,  at  all  reasonable  times,  for  admittance  into 
any  distillery  or  place  where  any  still  or  stills  are 
kept  or  used  Witnin  his  collection  district,  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  and  measuring  the  said 
still  or  stills^  boiler  or  boilers.  And  every  owner 
of  such  distillery,  still,  or  stills,  or  person  having 
the  care,  superintendence,  or  management  of  the 
same,  who  shall  refuse  to  admit  such  officer  as 
aforesaid,  or  to  sufier  him  to  examine  and  meas- 
ure the  said  still  or  stills,  boiler  or  boilers,  shall 
for  every  such  refusal  forfeit  and  pay  the  som  of 
five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thatitsh^dl 
be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  in  their  re- 
spective districts,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
to  collect  the  duties  impoised  by  this  act,  and  to 
prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  the  same,  and  foe 
the  recovery  of  any  sum  or  sums  which  may  be 
forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act.  And  all  fines,  pen- 
alties, land  forfeitures,  which  shall  be  incurred  by 
force  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  be  sued  for  and 
recovered  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
the  collector  within  whose  district  any  such  fine, 
penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall  have  been  incurred,  by 
bill,  plaint,  or  information;  one  moiety  thereof 
to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other 
moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  person  who,  if  a 
collector,  shall  first  discover,  if  other  than  a  col- 
lector shall  first  inform  of  the  cause,  matter,  or 
thing,  whereby  any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  for- 
feiture shall  have  been  incurred;  and,  where  the 
cause  of  action  or  complaint  shall  arise  or  aecrae 
more  than  fifty  miles  distant  from  the  nearest 
place  by  law  established  for  the  holding  of  a  dis- 
trict court  within  the  district  in  which  the  same 
shall  arise  or  accrue,  such  suit  and  recovery  may 
be  had  before  any  court  of  the  State,  holden 
within  the  ifaid  district,  having  jurisdiction  in 
like  cases. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  terminatioB 
of  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  are  now 
engaged  with  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  one  year  thereafter,  and  no 
longer. 

Approved,  July  24, 1813. 


An  Act  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction  of  merchan- 
dise and  of  ships  and  vessels. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  January  next,  there  shall  be  levied,  col- 
lected, and  paid,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
upon  all  sales  by  way  of  auction,  as  hereinaAer 
described,  which  shall  be  made  within  the  United 
States,  the  respective  rates  and  duties  following, 
to  wit:  The  sum  of  one  dollar  for  every  hundred 
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dollars  of  the  parcbase  mooey  arising  by  sale  at 
auction  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise;  and 
the  sam  of  iwenty-five  cents  for  every  hundred 
dollars  of  the  parcbase  money  arising  by  sale  at 
auction  of  ships  or  vessels;  and  at  the  same  rate 
for  any  greater  or  lesser  sum,  except  as  herein- 
after excepted ;  the  said  respective  rates  and  du- 
ties to  be  paid,  by  the  auctioneer  or  person  making 
auch  sales  at  auction,  out  of  the  moneys  arising 
from  each  and  every  such  sale:  Provided. ahcays. 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extenu 
to  any  sale  or  sales  by  auction  of  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  made  pursuant  to  or  in  execu- 
tion of  any  rule,  order,  decree,  sentence,  or  judg- 
ment of  any  court  of  the  United  States,  or  either 
of  them,  or  made  in  virtue  or  by  force  of  any  dis- 
tress for  rent,  or  other  cause  for  which  a  distress 
18  allowed  by  law ;  or  made  in  consequence  of 
/  «ny  bankruptcy  or  insolvency,  pursuant  to  any 
^  iaw  concerning  bankruptcies  or  insolvencies ;  or 
made  in  consequence  of  any  general  assignment 
of  property  and  effects  for  the  benefit  of  creditors ; 
pr  made  by  or  on  behalf  of  executors  or  adminis- 
trators; or  made  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  any 
law  of  the  United  States,  or  either  of  them,  touch- 
ing the  collection  of  any  tax  or  duty,  or  disposal 
by  auction  of  public  property  of  the  United  States 
or  of  any  State;  nor  to  any  such  sale  or  sales  by 
auction  of  ships,  their  tackle,  apparel,  and  fur- 
niture, or  the  cargoes  thereof,  which  shall  be 
wrecked  or  stranded  within  the  United  States, 
and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  insurers  or  propri- 
etors thereof. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  no  per- 
son^  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  shall  ex- 
ercise the  trade  or  business  of  an  auctioneer,  by 
the  selling  of  any  ^oods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
whatsoever  bv  auction,  or  anv  other  mode  of  sale, 
whereby  the  best  or  highest  bidder  is  deemed  to 
be  the  purchaser,  unless  such  person  shall  have  a 
license  or  other  special  authority  continuing  in 
force  pursuant  to  some  law  of  a  State,  or  issued 
pursuant  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  on  pain  of 
forfeitinff  for  every  such  sale  at  auction  the  sum 
of  four  hundred  dollars,  together  with  the  sums 
or  duties  payable  b3r  this  act  upon  the  ffoods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  so  sold:  Providedl hoW' 
ever,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  require  a  license  for  the  sale  at  auction 
of  an]^  estate,  goods,  chattels,  or  other  thing,  which 
by  this  act  are  not  made  liable  to  duty  or  ex- 
einpted  from  duty. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itjurther  enacted^  Thai  every 
person  who,  before  the  said  first  day  of  January 
next,  shall  have  a  license  or  special  authority, 
pursuant  to  any  law  of  any  State,  for  exercisinff 
the  said  trade  or  business  of  an  auetioneer,  shall, 
before  or  upon  the  said  daV)  and  every  person 
who,  after  the  said  day,  shall  have  such  special 
license  or  authority,  shaJl,  within  thirty  days  after 
the  obtaining  or  receiving  of  the  same,  give  no- 
tice thereof  m  writing,  under  bis  hand,  to  the  col- 
lector appointed  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
aet  for  toe  assessment  and  colleciion  of  direct 
taxes  and  internal  duties,"  for  the  distriet  where 
each  person  shall  carry  on  or  intend  to  earry  on 


the  said  trade  or  business  of  an  auctioneer,  speci* 
fying  in  such  notice  the  date  or  commencement 
of  such  license  or  other  special  authority,  the 
term  for  which  the  same  was  granted  or  given, 
by  whom,  and  by  what  law  of  a  State  the  same 
was  granted  or  given ;  an^  shall  also  give  bond 
to  the  United  States  in  a  sum  not  less  than  one 
thousand  nor  more  than  three  thousand  dollars, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  collector,  to  be  taken  br 
the  collector  to  whom  the  notice  aforesaid  shall 
be  given,  with  condition  that  he  will,  on  the  first 
day  of  April,  July.  October,  and  January  in  each 
year,  while  he  shall  continue  to  exercise  the  said 
trade  oj  business,  render  to  the  person  or  persons 
who,  on  behalf  the  United  States,  shall  be  author^ 
ized  to  receive  the  same,  a  true  and  particular 
account  in  writing  of  the  moneys  or  sums  for 
which  aov  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  made 
liable  to  uuty  by  this  act,  have  been  sold  at  every 
sale  at  auction  by  him  made,  and  of  the  several 
articles,  lots,  and  parcels  which  shall  have  sold, 
the  price  of  each  article,  lot,  or  jmrcel,  in  every 
such  'sale,  by  whom  bought,  that  is  to  say ;  first, 
from  the  date  of  such  bond  until  such  of  the  afore* 
said  days  as  shall  accrue  next  thereafter,  and 
thenceforth,  from  the  day  to  which  an  accoont 
shall  have  been  last  rendered,  until  such  of  the 
said  days  as  shall  next  thereafter  ensue,  and  so  on 
in  succession,  from  one  of  the  said  days  to  another, 
so  long  as  he  shall  continue  to  exercise  his  said 
trade  or  business;  and  also,  shall  pay  all  such 
sums  of  money  as  shall  be  due  to  the  United 
States,  upon  the  said  sales,  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  this  act;  which  sums  he 
is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  retain  out  of 
the  produce  of  each  sale  made  as  aforesaid.  And 
a  like  notice  and  bond  shall  be  given,  in  like  man- 
ner, as  often  as  any  such  license  or  special  author- 
ities shall  have  expired  and  been  renewed.  And 
if  any  person  shall,  after  the  said  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary next,  by  virtue  or  color  of  any  such  license  or 
special  authority  as  aforesaid,  make  any  sale  or 
sales  at  auction  without  having  given  bond,  as 
aforesaid,  within  the  time  for  that  purpose  pre- 
scribed, or  without  renewing  such  bond  upon  the 
expiration  and  renewal  of  any  such  license  or 
special  authority,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for 
every  such  sale  by  him  made,  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  dollars,  together  with  the  sums  or  duties 
payable  b^r  this  act  upon  the  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  so  sold. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
several  collectors  aforesaid  may,  within  their  re- 
spective districts,  and,  upon  request  of  any  person 
or  persons  desirous  thereof,  shall,  grant  licenses 
without  fee  or  reward  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
one  year,  at  one  time,  to  exercise  the  trade  or  bost- 
ness  of  an  auctioneer ;  and  such  licenses^  upon 
like  request,  may  and  shall  from  time  to  time  re- 
new :  Provided,  however.  That  no  such  license 
shall  be  granted  or  renewed,  until  the  pttaon  or 
persons  requesting  the  same  shall  have  becdme 
bound  to  the  United  States,  with  one  or  more 
sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector  of  whom 
such  license  shall  be  requested,  in  the  sum  of  not 
more  than  three  thoosand  nor  less  than  onetho«* 
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Mod  dollar*,  al  the  discretion  of  the  collector, 
with  like  condition  as  is  hereinbefore  prescribed 
for  persons  baring  licenses  by  virtue  of  some  law 
of  a  State:  And  provided  Jiirtherj  That  no  sach 
license  shall  be  granted  to  carry  on  the  said  trade 
or  business  in  any  city,  town,  or  county  of  any 
State,  in  respect  to  which  provision  hath  been 
made  by  any  law  of  such  State,  for  the  allowing 
and  legulating  of  the  said  trade  and  business 
therein. 

Seo.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
person  who  shall  have  a  license  from  a  collector 
f^  aforesaid,  continuing  in  force,  shall  and  may 
f  etain,  in  order  to  the  payment  of  the  duties  hereby 
imposed,  all  such  sum  and  sums  of  money  As  shall 
^Ne  due  and  payable  upon  any  goods,  wares,  and 
inerchandise  by  him  sold  at  auction  as  aforesaid, 
i^ccording  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
act. 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
i^ounta  to  be  rendered  and  duties  to  be  from 
Ume  to  lime  paid  as  aforesaid,  by  anv  auctioneer, 
^all  be  rendered  and  paid  to  the  coUector  afore- 
said, within  whose  district  such  auctioneer  shall 
zeroise  his  said  trade  or  business,  or  to  his  deputy 
duly  appointed  under  his  hand  and  seal,  and  such 
ilDCtioneer  shall  make  oath  or  affirmation,  accord- 
tog  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  to  the 
truth  of  every  account  which  he  shall  render  be- 
fore the  officer  or  person  to  whom  such  account 
phall  be  rendered,,  and  who  is  hereby  authorized 
^  administer  the  said  oath  or  affirmation,  in  de- 
fault of  which  such  account  shall  not  be  deemed 
to  be  duly  rendered,  according  to  the  condition 
of  the  bond  of  such  auctioneer ;  and  to  the  end 
ihi|jt  such  accounts  may  be  accurately  kept  and 
ziendered,  it  is  hereby  made  the  doty  of  every 
i^uctioneer  to  enter,  from  day  to  day,  as  often  as 
unr  sale  shall  be  made,  in  a  book,  or  on  a  paper 
to  be  ke|>t  by  him  for  that  purpose,  the  amount 
find  particulars  of  the  respective  sales  by  him 
lOade  I  which  book  or  paper  shall  at  all  reasonable 
times,  upon  request  made,  be  submitted  for  ex- 
aminatton  to  the  collector  aforesaid,  within  whose 
district  such  auctioneer  shall  be,  on  pain  of  for- 
feiting, for  every  refusal  to  comply  with  such  re- 
quest, the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

Seo.  7.  And  he  itjurther  enacted.  That  if  it 
ahali  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector, 
within  whose  district  he  shall  be,  that  an  auc- 
tioneer hath  acted  agreeably  to  the  condition  of 
the  bond  which  he  shall  have  given,  and  to  the 
directions  of  this  act,  during  the  time  to  which 
his  said  bond  shall  relate,  the  same  having  expired, 
then,  and  in  every  such  case,  the  said  collector 
ahall  cause  such  bond  to  be  delivered  up;  but  in 
case  no  such  account  shall  be  delivered  as  herein- 
before mentioned,  or  if  it  shall  appear  that  any 
inch  account  was  not  truly  made,  or  that  the 
party  hath  acted,  in  any  other  respect,  contrary  to 
the  trtie  intent  and  meaning  of  his  bond  and  of  this 
set,  it  shall  he  the  duty  of  such  coUector  as  afore- 
said to  cause  such  bond  to  be  prosecuted  accord- 
ing to  law ;  i^d  in  case  of  a  verdict  or  judgment 
•gainst  the  defendant^  he  shall  afterwards,  upon 
•very  sale  by  him  of  any  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 


chandise, at  auction,  be  liable  to  all  the  penalties 
which  may  be  incurred  by  this  act,  for  acting  as 
an  auctioneer  without  license. 

Sec  8.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  every 
auctioneer,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  duties  which 
he  shall  retain  and  pay  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  id- 
loWed  a  compensation  of  one  per  centum  upon 
the  amount  thereof,  for  his  trouble  in  and  about 
the  same. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  itjurther  enacted^  That  if  any 
person  shall  wilfully  swear  or  affirm  falsely  touch- 
ing any  matter  hereinbefore  required  to  be  veri- 
fied by  oath  or  affirmation,  he  shall  suffer  the 
pains  and  penalties  which  by  law  are  prescribed 
for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury^  and  if  an  officer, 
shall  forfeit  his  office  and  be  incapable  of  after- 
wards holding;  any  office  under  the  United  States. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
^hall  be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  in 
their  respective  districts,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized,  to  collect  the  duties  imposed  by  this 
act  and  to  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  the  same, 
and  for  the  recovery  of  any  sum  or  sums  which 
may  be  forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act.  And  all 
fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  which  shall  be 
incurred  by  force  of  this  act,  shall  and  may  be 
sued  for  and  recovered  in  the  pame  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  collector  within  whose  district 
any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  shall  have 
been  incurred,  by  bill,  plaiot,  or  affirmation,  one 
moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 
person  who,  if  a  collector,  shall  first  discover,  if 
other  than  a  collector  shall  first  inform  of  the 
cause,  matter,  or  thing,  whereby  any  !>uch  fine, 
penalty,  or  forfeiture,  shall  have  been  incurred; 
and  where  the  cause  of  action  or  complaint  shall 
arise  or  accrue  more  thaji  fifty  miles  distant  from 
the  nearest  place  by  law  established  for  the  hold- 
ing of  a  district  court,  within  the  district  in  which 
the  same  hhall  arise  or  accrue,  such  suit  and  re- 
covery may  be  had  before  any  court  of  the  State, 
holden  within  the  said  district,  having  jurisdiction 
in  like  cases. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  termination 
of  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  are  now 
engaged  with  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof, 
and  for  one  year  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  July  24,  1813. 

An  Act  to  anthorize  the  raising  a  corps  of  sea  fencibles. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
raise,  for  such  a  term  as  he  may  think  proper^  not 
exceeding  one  year,  as  many  companies  of  sea 
fencibles  as  he  may  deem  necessary,  not  exceed- 
ing ten,  who  may  be  employed  as  well  on  land  as 
on  water,  for  the  defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors 
of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
of  the  said  companies  of  sea  fencibles  shall  eoo- 
sist  of  one  captain,  one  first,  one  second,  one  thihi 
lieutenant,  one  boatswain,  six  gunners,  six  qaar- 
ter  gunners,  and  ninety  men. 
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Sec*  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the 
commissioned  officers  shall  receive  the  same  pay 
and  rations  as  officers  of  the  same  grade  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States ;  that  the  boatswains, 
guiiners,  quarter  gunners,  and  men  shall  receive 
the  same  pay  aDd  rations  as  warrant  officers  of 
the  same  grade  and  able  seamen  receive  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
officers,  warrant  officers,  boatswains,  and  men, 
raised  pursuant  to  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  like  compensation  in  case  of  disability  incurred 
by  wounds  or  otherwise  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  officers,  warrant  officers,  and  sea- 
i^en  in  the  present  naval  establishment,  and  shall 
be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  which  have 
been  or  may  hereafter  be  established  by  law,  for 
the  government  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Seo.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  this 
act  shall  be  and  continue  in  force  during  the  pres- 
ent war  between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  their  territories,  and  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies 
thereof. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  in  the 
recess  of  the  Senate,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  all  the  of- 
ficers proper  to  be  appointed  under  this  act,  which 
appointments  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  at 
their  next  session  for  their  advice  and  consent. 

Sec  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  carry  this  act  into 
effect,  to  be  paid  out  of  an)r  money  in  the  Trea- 
sury not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  July  26, 18ia 


An  Act  making  an  appropriation  for  finishing  the 
Senate  Chamber  and  repairing  the  roof  of  the  north 
wing  of  the  Capitol. 

B4  it  enacted^  f«.,  That  a  sum  not  exeeeding 
nine  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  applied  under 
the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  finishinff  the  Senate  Chamber,  add  re- 
pairing the  roof  of  the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol; 
which  sum  shall  be  paid  ont  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  July  26, 1813. 


An  Act  proTiding  for  the  accommodation  of  the  house- 
hold of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Be  U  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  sold,  such  part  of  the  furniture  and 
equipage  belonging  to  his  household,  as  may  be 
decayed  and  out  of  repair,  and  that  the  sum  of 
fourteen  thousand  dollars,  together  with  the  pro- 
ceeds of  such  sales,  be  appropriated  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  household  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  laid  out  at  his  dis- 
cretion and  under  his  direction.    ' 

Approved,  July  26, 1813. 


An  Act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That,  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  present  session,  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next. 

Approved,  July  27, 1813^ 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  transportation  of  certain  doco-^ 
ments  free  of  postage. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  members  of  Con- 
gress, the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  be  and  they  are 
hereby  respectively  authorized  to  transmit,  free 
of  postage,  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  the  twelfth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen;  and  the 
documents  accompanying  the  same,  printed  bf 
order  of  the  Senate  and  by  order  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations  on  the  same,  printed  bf 
order  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  any 
post  office  within  the  United  States  and  the  telr* 
ritories  thereof  to  which  they  may  direct,  any 
law*  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  July  28, 1813. 

An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  ships  called  the  Good 
Friends,  the  Amazon,  and  the  United  States,  and 
their  cargoes ;  and  also  of  Henry  Brjce. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  ov^ners  of  the  shiM 
called  the  Good  Friends,  the  Amazon,  and  the 
United  States,  and  of  the  cargoes  oii  board  said 
vessels,  which  vessels  arrived  in  the  month  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
in  the  district  of  Delaware,  from  Amelia  IslandL 
with  cargoes  that  were  shipped  on  board  saidi 
vessels  in  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  shall  be  entitled  to.  and  may  avail 
themselves  of  all  the  benefits,  privileges,  and  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  dicecting  the 
Secretarv  of  the  Treasury  to  remit  fines,  forfeit- 
ures, and  penalties,  in  certain  cases,"  passed  on 
the  second  day  of  January  last  past,  in  like  man* 
ner  and  on  the  same  conditions  as  though  said 
vessels  had  departed  from  the  Kingdom  au>resaid 
between  the  twenty-third  day  of  June  and  the 
fifteenth  day  of  September  mentioned  in  said  act, 
and  had  arrived  within  the  United  States  after 
the  first  day  of  July  last 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  Henry 
Bryce  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  who  inir 
ported  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  in 
the  ship  Fernandina,  into  the  district  of  South 
CftroliOa  from  Amelia  Island)  in  the  month  of 
Mav,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
shall  be  entitled  to,  and  may  avail  himself  of  a|l 
the  benefits,  privileffes,  and  provisions  of  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  directing  the  Secretary  of  thct 
Treasury  to  remit  fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties 
in  certam  cases,"  passed  on  the  second  day  of 
January  last  past,  in  like  manner  and  on  the  same 
conditions  as  though  the  said  vessel  had  departed 
from  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  between  the 
twenty-third  day  of  June  and  the  fifteenth  day  oX 
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September,  mentioDed  in  said  act,  and  had  arrived 
withiD  the  United  States  after  the  first  day  of 
Jaly  last. 
ApproTed,  July  29, 1813. 

An  Act  laying  a  du^  on  imported  salt;  granting  a 
bounty  on  pidded  nsh  exported,  and  allowances  to 
certain  Tessels  employed  in  the  fisheries. 
Be  it  enacted^  ^.^  That,  from  and  after  the 
first  day  of  January  next,  a  duty  of  twenty  cents 
per  busnel  shall  be  laid,  imposed,  and  collected, 
upon  all  salt  imported  from  any  foreign  port  or 
place  into  the  United  States.  In  calculating  the 
said  duty,  every  fifty-six  pounds  of  salt  shall  be 
oomputed  as  equal  to  one  bushel.  And  the  said 
duty  shall  be  collected  in  the  same  manner,  and 
under  the  same  regulations,  as  the  other  duties 
laid  on  the  importation  of  foreign  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  into  the  United  Stales:  Pro- 
irided,  That  drawback  shall  in  no  case  be  allowed, 
and  term  of  credit  for  the  payment  of  duties  shall 
be  nine  months. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  itfurther  enacted,  That,  on  all 
pickled  fish  of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States, 
exported  therefrom  subse<^uent  to  the  last  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four- 
teen, there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  a  bounty  of 
twenty  cents  per  barrel,  to  be  paid  by  the  collec- 
tor of  the  district  from  which  the  same  shall  be 
•o  exported,  without  any  deduction  or  abatement: 
Provided  always,  That,  in  order  to  entitle  tiie  ex- 
porter or  exporters  of  such  pickled  fish  to  the 
Denefit  of  such  bounty  or  allowance,  the  said  ex- 

K>rter  or  exporters/shall  make  entry  with  the  col- 
ctor  and  naval  ofiicer  of  the  district  from  whence 
the  said  pickled  fish  are  intended  to  be  exported; 
and  shall  specify  in  such  entry  the  nam^  of 
the  master  and  vessel  in  which,  and  the  place 
where,  such  fish  are  intended  to  be  exported,  to- 
gether with  the  particular  quantity;  and  proof 
shall  be  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector 
of  the  district  from  which  such  pickled  fish  are 
intended  to  be  exported,  and  of  the  naval  officer 
thereof,  if  any,  that  the  same  are  of  the  fisheries 
of  the  United  States;  and  no  entry  shall  be  re- 
ceived as  aforesaid,  of  any  pickled  fish  which 
have  not  been  inspected  and  marked  pursuant  to 
the  inspection  laws  of  the  respective  Slates  where 
inspection  laws  are  in  force,  in  regard  to  any 
pickled  fish,  and  the  casks  containing  such  fish 
•fcrall  be  branded  with  the  words  ^  for  bounty," 
with  the  name  of  the  inspector  or  packer,  the 
species  and  quality  of  the  fish  contained  therein, 
and  the  name  of  the  port  of  exportation;  and  the 
collector  of  such  district  shall,  together  with  the 
naval  officer,  where  there  is  one,  ^rant  an  order 
or  permit  for  an  inspector  to  examine  the  pickled 
fish  as  expressed  in  such  entry,  and  if  they  cor- 
respond therewith,  and  the  said  officer  is  fully 
satisfied  that  they  are  of  the  fisheries  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  lade  the  same  agreeably  to  such 
entry,  on  board  the  ship  or  vessel  therein  ex- 
pressed ;  which  lading  shall  be  performed  under 
the  superintendence  of  the  officer  examining  the 
s<me,  who  shall  make  returns  of  the  quantity  an^ 


quality  of  pickled  fish  so  laden  on  board,  in  vir- 
tue of  such  order  or  permit,  to  the  officer  or  ofli* 
cers  granting  the  same.  And  the  said  exporter 
or  exporters,  when  tbe  lading  is  completed,  and 
after  returns  thereof  have  l^en  made  as  above 
directed,  shall  make  oath,  or  affirmation,  that  the 
pickled  fish  expressed  in  such  entry,  and  then 
actually  laden  on  board  the  ship  of  vessel  as 
therein  expressed,  are  truly  and  bona  fide  of  the 
fisheries  of  the  United  States,  that  they  are  truly 
intended  to  be  exported  as  therein  specified,  and 
are  not  intended  to  be  relanded  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  States;  and  shall  also  give  bond  in 
double  the  amount  of  the  bounty  or  allowance  to 
be  received,  with  one  or  more  sureties  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  collector  of  the  port  or  place 
from  which  the  said  pickled  fish  are  intended  to 
be  exported,  conditioned  that  the  same  shall  be 
landed  and  left  at  some  foreign  port  or  place 
without  the  limits  aforesaid;  which  bonds  shall 
be  cancelled  at  the  same  periods  and  in  like 
manner  as  is  provided  in  respect  to  bonds  given 
on  the  exportation  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, entitled  to  drawback  of  duties:  Provided 
a/ioay«,yThat  the  said  bounty  or  allowance  shall 
not  be  paid  until  at  least  six  months  after  the 
exportation  of  such  pickled  fish,  to  be  computed 
from  the  date  of  the  bond,  and  until  the  exporter 
or  exporters  thereof  shall  produce  to  the  collector 
with  whom  such  outward  entry  is,  made,  such 
certificates  or  other  satisfactory  proof  of  the  land- 
ing of  the  same  as  aforesaid,  as  is  made  necessary 
for  cancelling  the  bonds  given  on  the  exportation 
of  goods  entitled  to  drawback:  And  provided 
also.  That  the  bounty  or  allowance  as  aforesaid, 
shall  not  be  paid  unless  the  same  shall  amoant  to 
ten  dollars  at  least  upon  each  entry. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That  no 
bounty,  drawback,  or  allowance,  shall  be  made 
under  the  authority  of  this  act,  unless  it  shall  be 
proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector  that 
the  pickled  fish  for  which  the  bounty,  drawback, 
or  allowance,  shall  be  claimed,  was  wholijr  cared 
with  foreign  salt,  and  on  which  a  duty  shall  have 
been  secured  or  paid. 

Bmc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  anj 
pickled  fish  shall  be  nilsely  or  fraudnlently  entered 
with  intent  to  obtain  the  bounty  or  allowance  on 
their  exportation  as  here  provided,  when  the  said 
fish  are  not  entitled  to  the  same,  the  said  fish,  or 
the  value  thereof,  to  be  recovered  of  the  person 
making  such  false  entry,  shall  be  forfeited. 

Sfic.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  there  shall  be  paid, 
on  the  last  day  of  December,  annually,  to  the 
owner  of  everjr  vessel,  or  his  agent,  bv  the  col- 
lector of  the  district  where  such  vessel  may  be- 
long, that  shall  be  Qualified  agreeably  to  law  for 
carrying  on  the  bank  and  other  codfisheries,  and 
that  shall  actually  have  been  employed  therein 
at  sea  for  the  term  of  four  months,  at  the  least,  of 
the  fishing  season  next  preceding,  which  season 
is  acccounted  to  be  from  the  last  day  of  Febru- 
ary to  the  last  day  of  November  in  every  year, 
for  each  and  every  ton  of  such  vessel's  Durden, 
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according  to  her  admeasaremeDt,  as  licensed  or 
enrolled)  if  of  twenty  tons,  and  not  exceeding 
thirty  tons,  two  doUars  and  forty  cents ;  and  if 
above  thirty  tons,  four  dollars ;  of  which  allow- 
ance, aibresaid,  three-eighth  parts  shall  accrue 
and  belong  to  the  owner  of  such  fishing  vessel, 
and  the  other  five-eighths  thereof  shall  be  divided 
by  him,  his  agent,  or  lawful  representative,  to  and 
among  the  several  fishermen,  who  shall  have 
been  employed-  in  such  vessel  during  the  season 
aforesaid,  or  a  part  thereof,  as  the  case  may  be, 
in  such  proportions  as  the  fish  they  shall  respect- 
ively have  taken  may  bear  to  the  whole  quantity 
of  fish  taken  on  board  such  vessel  during  sucl^ 
season:  Provided,  That  the  allowance,  afore- 
said, on  any  one  vessel  for  one  season,  shall 
not  exceed  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  dol- 
lars. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  there  shall  also  be 
paid  on  the  last  day  of  December,  annually,  to 
the  owner  of  every  fishing  boat  or  vessel  of  more 
than  five  tons,  and  less  than  twenty  tons,  or  to 
his  agent,  or  lawful  representative,  by  the  col- 
lector of  the  district  where  such  boat  or  vessel 
may  belong,  the  sum  of  one  dollar  and  sixtv 
cents  upon  every  ton  admeasurement  of  such 
boat  or  vessel,  which  allowance  shall  be  account- 
ed for  as  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  fares  of  said 
boat  or  vessel,  and  snallj  accordingly,  be  so  di- 
vided among  all  persons  mterested  therein :  Pro- 
vided, however,  That  this  allowance  shall  be  made 
only  to  such  boats  or  vessels  as  shall  have  been 
aictually  employed  at  sea  in  the  codfishery,  for 
the  terra  of  rour  months,  at  the  least,  of  the  pre- 
ceding season :  And  'provided,  also,  That  such 
boat  or  vessel  shall  have  landed,  in  the  course  of 
said  preceding  season,  a  quantity  of  fish  not  less 
than  twelve  quintals  for  every  ton  of  her  ad- 
meaeurement;  the  said  quantity  of  fish  to  be  as- 
certained when  dried  and  cured  fit  for  exporta- 
tion, and  according  to  the  weight  tffereof,  as  the 
same  shall  weigh  at  the  time  of  delivery,  when 
aetoally  sold,  which  account  of  the  weieht,  with 
the  original  adjustment  and  settlement  of  the  fare 
or  fares  among  the  owners  and  fishermen,  togeth- 
er with  a  written  account  of  the  length,  breadth, 
and  4epth  of  said  boat  or  vessel,  and  the  time 
slie  has  actually  been  employed  in  the  fishery  in 
the  preceding  season,  shall,  m  all  cases,  be  pro- 
duced and  sworn  or  affirmed  to  before  the  said 
collector  of  the  district,  in  order  to  entitle  the 
owner,  his  agent,  or  lawful  representative,  to  re- 
ceive the  allowances  aforesaid.  And  if,  at  any 
time  within  one  year  after  payment  of  such  al- 
lolivance,  it  shall  appear  that  any  fraud  or  deceit 
has  been  practised  in  obtaining  the  same,  the  boat 
or  vessel  upon  which  such  allowance  shall  have 
been  paid,  if  found  within  the  district  aforesaid, 
shall  be  forfeited ;  otherwise,  the  owner  or  own- 
ers, having  practised  such  fraud  or  deceit,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  sued 
for,  recovered,  and  distributed  in  the  same  man- 
ner at  forfeitures  and  penalties  are  to  be  sued  for, 
recovered  and  distributed  for  any  breach  of  the 


act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage.'' 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  Thai  the 
owner  or  owners  of  every  fishing  vessel  of  twenty 
tons  and  upwards,  his  or  their  agent,  or  lawful 
representative,  shall,  previous  to  receiving  the  al- 
lowance made  by  this  act,  produce  to  the  col- 
lector who  is  authorized  to  pay  the  same,  the 
original  agreement  or  agreements  which  may 
have  been  made  with  the  fishermen  employed  on 
board  such  vessel,  as  is  hereinbefore  required,  and, 
also,  a  certificate,  to  be  by  him  or  them  subscribed, 
therein  mentioning  the  particular  days  on  which 
such  vessel  sailed  and  returned  on  the  several 
voyages  or  fares  she  may  have  made  in  the  pre- 
ceding fishing  season,  to  the  truth  of  which  he  or 
they  shall  swear  or  affirm  before  the  collector 
aforesaid. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
ship  or  vessel  of  twenty  tons  or  upwards,  em- 
ployed as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  allow- 
ance granted  by  this  act,  unless  the  skipper  or 
master  thereof  shall,  before  he  proceeds  on  any 
fishinj^  voyage,  make  an  agreement  in  writing,  or 
in  print,  with  every  fisherman  employed  therein 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  government  of  persons  in  certain 
fisheries.*' 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
person  who  shall  make  any  false  declaration  in 
any  oath  or  affirmation  required  by  this  act,  beinff 
duly  convicted  thereof  in  any  court  of  the  United 
States  having  jurisdiction  of  such  offence,  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury, 
and  shall  be  punished  accordingly. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  termination 
of  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  are  now 
engaged  with  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and 
for  one  year  thereafter  ana  no  longer.    « 

Approved,  July  29, 1813. 

An  Act  supplemeataiy  to  the  acts  heretofore  patsed  on 
the  subject  of  an  nnifoim  rule  pf  natnraliaatiQn. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  persons  resident  with- 
in the  United  States,  or  the  territories  thereof,  on 
the  ei£[hteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twelve,  who  had,  before 
that  day,  made  a  declaration,  according  to  law, 
of  their  intentions  to  become  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  who,  by  the  existing  laws  of  the 
United  States,  were  on  that  day  entitled  to  be- 
come citizens,  without  making  such  declaration, 
may  be  admitted  to  become  citizens  thereof,  not- 
withstanding they  shall  be  alien  enemies,  at  the 
times  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  bj  the  laws 
heretofore  passed  on  that  subject:  Provided,  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  taken  or  con- 
strued to  interfere  with  or  prevent  the  apprehen- 
sion and  removal,  agreeably  to  law,  of  any  alien 
enemy  at  any  time  previous  to  the  actual  natural- 
ization of  such  alien. 

Approved,  July  30,1813. 
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An  Act  to  lay  and  collect  a  directVox  within  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Be  U  enactetL  ^c,  That  a  direct  tax  of  three 
millioDs  of  dollars  shall  be.  and  is  hereby,  laid 
iipoD  the  United  States,  and  apportioned  to  the 
States  reip^tively.  in  the  manaer  following : 

To  the  State  ot  New  Hampshire,  ninety-six 
thousand  seven  hundred  ninety-three  dollars  and 
thirty-seven  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  three  hundred 
sixteen  thousand  two  hundred  seventy  dollars 
and  ninety-eight  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Rhode  Inland,  thirty-four  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  two  dollars  and  eighteen  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Connecticut,  one  hundred 
eighteen  thousand  pne  hundred  sixty-seven  dol- 
lars and  seventy  one  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Vermont,  ninety-eight  thou- 
sand three  hundred  forty-three  dollars  and  sev- 
enty-one cents. 

To  the  State  of  New  York,  four  hundred  thirty 
thousand  one  hundred  furty-one  dollars  and  six- 
ty-two cents. 

To  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  one  hundred 
eight  thousand  eight  hundred  seventy-one  dollars 
and  eighty-three  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  three  hundred 
sixty-five  thousand  four  hundred  seventy-nine 
dollars  and  sixteen  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Delaware,  thirty-two  thousand 
fortv-six  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Maryland,  one  hundred  fifty- 
one  thousand  six  hundred  twenty-three  dollars 
and  ninety-four  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Virginia,  three  hundred  six- 
ty nine  thousand  eighteen  dollars  and  forty-four 
cents. 

To  the  State  of  Kentucky,  one  hundred  sixty- 
eight  thousand  nine  hundred  twenty-eight  dollars 
and  seventy-six  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Ohio,  one  hundred  four  thou- 
sand one  hundred  fifty  dollars  and  fourteen  cents. 

To  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  two  hundred 
twenty  thousand  two  hundred  thirty -eight  dollars 
and  twent,y-eight  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Tennessee,  one  hundred  ten 
thousand  eighty-six  dollars  and  fifty-five  cents. 

To  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  one  hundred 
fifty-one  thousand  nine  hundred  five  dollars  and 
for(y- eight  cents. 

To  the  State  of  Georgia,  ninety-four  thousand 
nine  hundred  thirty-six  dollars:  and  forty-nine 
cents. 

And  to  the  State  of  Louisiana,  twenty-eight 
thousand  two  hundred  ninety-five  dollars  and 
eleven  cents. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  itjurther  enacted^  That  the 
quotas  or  portions  payable  by  the  States  respect- 
ively, shall  be  laid  and  apportioned  on  the  sev- 
eral counties  and  State  districts  of  the  said  States, 
as  defined  with  respect  to  the  boundaries  of  the 
said  counties  and  State  districts,  by  an  act,  enti- 
tikd  "An  act  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of 
direct  taxes  and  internal  duties,"  in  the  manner 
following : 

tn  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. — On  the 


county  of  Rockingham,  twenty-five  thousand 
two  hundred  niuety-eight  dollars  and  eighty-nine 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Strafford,  seventeen  thou- 
sand six  hundred  ninety-eight  dollars  and  sixty- 
six  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Hillsborough,  twenty  thou- 
sand two  hundred  nineteen  dollars  and  sixteen 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Cheshire,  nineteen  thousand 
three  hundred  eighteen  dollars  and  three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Grafton,  eleven  thousand 
nine  hundred  ten  dollars  and  forty-three  cents. 

And  on  the  county  of  Coos,  two  thousand 
three  hundred  forty-eight  dollars  and  twenty 
cents. 

In  tJie  State  of  Massackuseits. — On  the  county 
of  Wasbinffton,  two  thousand  six  l^undred  twen- 
ty-three dollars  and  fifty-nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Hancock,  nine  thousand  one 
hundred  ninety  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Lincoln,  thirteen  thousand 
six  hundred  seventy-two  dollars. 

On  the  counter  of  Keonebeck,  nine  thousand 
six  hundred  ninety-six  dollars  and  fifty-two 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Somerset,  three  thousand 
five  hundred  four  dollars  and  sixty-three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Oxford,  &re  thousand  five 
hundred  fifty-nine  dollars  and  sixty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Cumberland,  fifteen  thousand 
seven  hundred  eighty-seven  dollars  and  ninety- 
nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  York,  fourteen  thousand  om 
hundred  seventy-five  dollars  and  three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Essex,  forty-one  thousand 
six  hundred  forty-three  dollars  and  one  cent. 

On  the  county  of  Middlesex,  twenty-aix  thou- 
sand four  hundred  thirty-three  dollars  and  forty- 
five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Suffolk,  forty-three  thousand 
six  hundred  seventy-six  dollars  and  eighty-three 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Norfolk,  fifteen  thousand  six 
hundred  twenty-nine  dollars  and  eighty-ei^lit 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Pl]^mouth,  fourteen  thousand 
four  hundred  seventy-eight  dollars  and  sixty -^eYen 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Bristol,  fourteen  tbousai^ 
four  hundred  sixty-nine  dollars  and  sixteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Barnstable,  six  thousand  five 
hundred  fifty-three  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Dukes,  one  thousand  one 
hundred  seventy-three  dollars  and  thirty- three 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Nantucket,  four  thoosajud 
nine  hundred  twenty-four  dollars  and  thirty-one 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Worcester,  thirty  thousand 
one  hundred  seventy-one  dollars  and  seventy-one 
cents. 

.  On  the  counties  of  Hampshire,  Franklin,  and 
Hampden,  twenty-nine  thousand  six  hundred 
thirty-four  dollars  and  five  cents. 

And  on  the  county  of  Berkshire,  thirteen  \ 
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SMid  two  handred  leTeaty-lhree  dollars  tnd  fifly- 
seren  cents. 

Jh  the  Stale  of  Fennont— On  the  county  of 
Windham,  eleven  thousand  eight  hundred  sixty- 
seren  dollars  and  eighty-fire  cents. 

On  the  county  oT  Windsor,  fifteen  thousand 
five  hundred  forty-tiro  dollars  and  thirty-two 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Orange,  eleven  thousand 
seven  hundred  eighty-four  dollars  and  five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Caledonia,  seven  thousand 
six  hundred  forty-three  dollars  and  eighty-four 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Orleans,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  twenty-eisht  dollars  and  ten  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Essex,  one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred ninety-seven  dollars  and  ninety-six  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Bennington,  eight  thousand 
three  hundred  ninety  dollars  and  twelve  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Rutland,  fourteen  thousand 
thirty- six  dollars  and  ei{;hty-nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Addison,  ten  thousand  seven- 
ty->nine  dollars  and  eleven  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Grand  Isle,  one  thousand 
five  hundred  fifty-three  dollais  and  thirty-seven 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Franklin,  five  thousand  eight 
hundred  ninety  dollars  and  forty  cents. 

And  on  the  county  of  Chittenden,  eight  thou- 
sand two  hundred  twenty-nine  dollars  and  sev- 
enty cents. 

m  the  State  of  Rhode  hUtmL—Oa  the  county 
of  Providence,  fourteen  thousand  five  hundred 
sixty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Newport,  eight  thousand  fif- 
ty-six dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Washington,  five  thousand 
three  hundred  ninety-four  doflars. 

On  the  county  of  Kent,  four  thousand  two 
hundred  ninety-nve  dollars. 

And  on  the  county  of  Bristol,  two  thousand 
three  hundred  ninety-five  dollars  and  eighteen 
cents. 

In  the  State  of  Connecticut.^On  the  count v  of 
Litchfield,  nineteen  thousand  sixty-five  dollars 
and  seventy-two  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Fairfield,  eighteen  thousand 
eight  hundred  ten  dollars  and  fifiy-six  cents. 

On  the  county  of  New  Haven,  sixteen  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  twenty-three  dollars  and  ten 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Harford,  nineteen  thousand 
six  hundred  three  dollars  and  two  cents. 

On  the  county  of  New  London,  thirteen  thou- 
sand three  hundred  ninety-two  dollars  and  four 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Middlesex,  nine  thousand 
sixty- (bur  dollars  and  twenty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Windham,  fourteen  thousand 
fire  hundred  twenty-four  dollars  and  thirty-eight 
cents. 

And  on  the  county  of  Tolland,  nit  thousand 
nine  hundred  eighty-four  dollars  and  sixty-nine 
cents. 

In  the  State  of  New  Forlf.— On  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  nine  thousand  thirty  dollars. 


On  QrUeens  county,  nine  thousand  two  hun- 
dred fifty  dollars. 

On  Kings  county,  six  thousand  nine  hundred 
thirty  dollars. 

On  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  one  hun- 
dred nine  thousand  two  hundred  thirty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Westchester;  thirteen  thou- 
sand one  hundred  twenty  dollars^ 

On  the  county  of  Dutchess,  twenty-four  thou* 
sand  one  hundred  forty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Orange,  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

On  the  county  of  Rockland,  two  thousand  six 
hundred  eighty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Ulster,  ten  thousand  six  hun- 
dred seventy  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Sullivan,  two  thousand  four 
hundred  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Schoharie,  five  thousand  six 
hundred  ninety  dollars. 

On  the  countv  of  Columbia,  fourteen  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Rensselaer,  fifteen  thousand 
one  hundred  ninety  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Washington^  fifteen  thou- 
sand six  hundred  fifty-one  dollars  sixty-two  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Saratoga,  nine  thousand  eight 
hundred  thirty  dollars. 

»    On  the  county  of  Essex,  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Clinton,  two  thousand  two 
hundred  eighty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Franklin,  seven  hundred  sev- 
enty dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Albany,  nineteen  thousand 
four  hundred  twenty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Schenectady,  four  thousand 
one  hundred  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Montgomery,  sixteen  thou- 
sand four  hundred  twenty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Herkimer,  seven  thousand 
ninety  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Oneida,  thirteen  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Lewis,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  sixty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Jefferson,  four  thousand  six 
hundred  ten  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  St.  Lawrence,  three  thousand 
dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Otsego,  eleven  thousand  six 
hundred  ninety  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Chenango,  six  thousand  one 
hundred  twenty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Madison,  seven  thousand  four 
hundred  thirty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Tioga,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  thirty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Broome,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  ninety  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Steuben,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  seventy  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Onandago,  seven  thousand 
eight  hundred  sixty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Cortland,  two  thousand 'one 
hundred  seventy  dollars. 
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On  (he  county  of  Cayaga,  nine  thotisand  two 
hundred  ninety  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Seneca,  five  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

On  the  county  of  Ontario,  fourteen  thousand 
two  hundred  seventy  dollars. 

On  the  county  ol  Qenesee,  four  thousand  eighty 
dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Niagara,  three  thousand  one 
hundred  ninety  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Allegheny,  foUt  hundred  sev- 
enty dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Richmond,  two  thousand  two 
hundred  twenty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Greene,  seven  thousand  eight 
hundred  fifty  dollars. 

And  on  the  county  of  Delaware,  five  thousand 
four  hundred  ninety  dollars. 

In  the  Slate  of  New  Jersey, — On  the  county  of 
Bergen,  seven  thousand  twenty-seven  dollars  and 
thirty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Essex,  nine  thousand  nine 
hundred  nine  dollars  and  eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Somerset,  seven  thousand 
two  hundred  thirty-three  dollars  and  twenty -eight 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Middlesex,  nine  thousand 
one  hundred  eighty-two  dollars  fifty-4wo  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Sussex,  eleven  thousand 
twenty-two  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Morris,  eight  thousand  eight 
hundred  eighteen  dollars  and  twenty-nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Hunterdon,  twelve  thousand 
two  hundred  fifty-one  dollars  and  seventy-eight 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Burlington,  eleven  thousand 
nine  hundred  twenty-nine  dollars  and  thirty-six 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Gloucester,  eight  thousand 
eight  hundred  twenty-three  dollars  and  sixty- 
three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Monmouth,  ten  thousand  two 
hundred  four  dollars  and  twelve  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Cumberland,  four  thousand 
three  hundred  fifty-seven  dollars  and  sixteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Salem,  six  thousand  five  hun- 
dred twenty-eight  dollars  and  seventeen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Cape  May,  one  thousand  five 
hundred  eighty-four  dollars  and  forty-one  cents. 

/h  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.~^n  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  seventy*nine  thousand  &ye  hundred 
dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  thirty- eight 
thousand  two  hundred  thirty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Chester,  eighteen  thousand 
two  hundred  seventy  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Delaware,  seven  thousand 
sixty  dollars. 

On-the  county  of  Montgomery,  fifteen  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Bucks,  sixteen  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Lancaster,  thirty-seven  thou- 
sand four  hundred  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  York,  eleven  thousand  five 
hundred  forty  dollars. 


On  the  county  of  Adams,  five  thotisand  four 
hundred  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Northampton,  eleven  thou- 
sand one  hundred  forty  dollars.  * 

On  tbe  county  of  Wayne,  two  thousand  six 
hundred  forty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Berks,  twenty-one  thousand 
five  hundred  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Dauphin,  seventeen  thousand 
six  hundred  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Cumberland,  ten  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars. 

On  tbe  county  of  Franklin,  nine  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

On  the  county  of  Northumberland,  seven  thou- 
sand five  hundred  eighty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Mifflin,  three  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  HuntiDgdon^  three  thousand 
seventy  dollars. 

On  tbe  county  of  Bedford,  two  thousand  six 
hundred  ten  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Somerset,  two  thousand 
dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Cambria,  four  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

On  the  county  of  Fayette,  four  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Greene,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  thirty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Washington,  six  thousand 
nine  hundred  twenty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Alleghany,  five  thousand  two 
hundred  ten  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Armstrong,  one  thouaand  two 
hundred  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  five  thousand 
four  hundred  forty  dollars. 

On  the  counties  of  Indiana  and  Jefferson,  one 
thousand  three  hundred  twenty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Centre,  three  thousand  one 
hundred  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  counties  of  Clearfield,  Potter,  and  Mc- 
Kean,  three  hundred  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Luzerne,  having  the  same 
limits  as  before  the  formation  of  the  counties  of 
Susquehanna  and  Bradford,  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  twenty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Lycoming,  having  the  same 
limits  as  before  the  formation  of  the  county  of 
Bradford,  two  thousand  &ye  hundred  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Tioga,  three  hundred  eighty- 
nine  dollars  and  sixteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Mercer,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  ten  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Butler,  one  thousand  fiye 
hundred  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Beaver,  two  thousand  fire 
hundred  ten  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Crawford,  one  thousand  two 
hundred  sixty  dollars. 

On  the  counties  of  Venango  and  Warren,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Erie,  seven  hundred  eighty 
dollars. 

In  the  State  of  JMaware.-^Oa  the  county  of 
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Newcastle,  twelve  thousand  two  hundred  eight 
dollars  and  eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Kent,  ten  thousand  six  hun- 
dred eighty-two' dollars  and  seven  cents. 

And  on  the  county  of  Sussex,  nine  thousand 
one  hundred  fifty-six  dollars  and  six  cents. 

/h  the  State  of  MarylatuLr—OvL  the  county  of 
Somerset,  five  thousand  five  hundred  forty  dol- 
lars. 

On  the  county  of  Worcester^  four  thousand 
nine  hundred  ten  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Dorchester,  five  thousand  five 
hundred  ten  dollars. 

On  the  countv  of  Talbot,  four  thousand  one 
hundred  forty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Q^ueen  Anne,  five  thousand 
six  hundred  thirty  dollars. 

On  the  countv  of  Caroline,  two  thousand  two 
hundred  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Kent,  four  thousand  two 
hundred  thirteen  dollars  and  ninety-four  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Cec3,  five  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred fifty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Harford,  five  thousand  three 
hundred  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  city  and  countv  of  Baltimore,  forty- 
eight  thousand  six  hundred  seventy  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Anne  Arundel,  nine  thousand 
eight  hundred  ten  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Prince  Gkorge,  seven  thou- 
sand six  hundred  ninety  dollys. 

On  the  county  of  Calvert,  two  thousand  four 
hundred  ten  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  St.  Mary,  three  thousand 
nine  hundred  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Charles,  six  thousand  seven 
hundred  forty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Montgomery,  five  thousaqd 
one  hundred  ten  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Frederick,  fourteen  thousand 
one  hundred  seventy  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Washington,  seven  thousand 
three  hundred  seventy  dollars. 

And  on  the  countv  of  Alleghany,  two  thousand 
two  hundred  ten  dollars. 

In  the  State  of  Ftr^nio.— On  the  county  of 
Lee,  three  hundred  forty-seven  dollars  and  fifty 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Washinston,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  ninety-four  doflars  and  fifty  cents. 
On  the  county  of  Grayson,  two  hundred  thirty- 
three  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Russell,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  thirty-six  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Wythe,  one  thousand  five 
hundred  thirty-eight  dollars  and  fifty  cenu. 

On  the  county  of  Tazewell,  one  thousand  two 
hundred  sixty-seven  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Botetourt,  three  thousand  one 
hundred  fourteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Montgomerv,  one  thousand 
three  hundred  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Qiles,five  hundred  forty  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Monroe,  one  thousand  thirty 
dollars  and  fifty  cents. 


On  the  county  of  Qreenbrier,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  fifty  dollar:*  and  forty-four  cents. 

On  the  county  ef  Kenhawa,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  sixty-seven  dollars  and  fiftv  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Cabell,  one  thousand  five 
hundred  forty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Mason,  one  thousand  one 
hundred  thirty  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Randolph,  five  thousand  four 
hundred  sixty-five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Harrison,  two  thousand  six 
hundred  seventy-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  count]^  pf  Wood,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  thirty-eight  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Monongalia,  two  thousand 
nine  hundred  ninety-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Ohia  one  thousand  nine  hun* 
dred  seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Brooke,  one  thousand  one 
hundred  ninety-five  dollars  and  fifty  dents* 

On  the  county  of  Bath,  two  thousand  three 
hundred  &ye  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Pendleton,  one  thousand  four 
hundred  twenty-eight  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Hardy,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  twenty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Hampshire,  three  thousand 
seven  hundred  ninety-five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Kockbridge,  three  thousand 
three  hundred  ninety-one  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Augusta,  six  thousand  seven 
hundred  thirty-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Rockingham,  six  thousand 
one  hundred  sixty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Shenandoah,  five  thousand 
nine  hundred  seventy-eight  dollars  and  fifty 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Frederick,  eleven  thpusand 
eight  hundred  seventy-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Berkley  and  on  the  county 
of  Jefierson,  thirteen  thousand  twenty-two  dollara 
and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Bedford,  &ve  thousand  two 
hundred  thirty-three  dollars  and  fiftv  cenu. 

On  the  countv  of  Patrick,  seven  hundred  sev- 
enty dollars  and  fifty  cenu. 

On  the  countv  of  Henry,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Franklin,  two  thousand  four 
dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Campbell,  three  thousand 
eight  hundred  fifty-two  dolurs  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Charlotte,  four  thousand 
ninety  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Pittsylvania,  four  thousand 
three  hundred  sixty-three  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
On  the  county  of  Halifax,  six  thousand  seven 
hundred  eighty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Mecklenberg.  six  thousand 
eight  hundred  sixty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cen(s. 

On  the  county  of  Lunenberg,  three  thousand 

eight  hundred  twenty-one  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Brunswick,  four  thousand 

eight  hundred  seventv-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  or  Nottoway,  four  thousand 

1  eight  hundred  twenty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 
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Oa  the  county  of  Prince  Edward,  four  thou- 
sand four  hundred  fourteen  dollars  and  fifty 
cents. 

On  the  couDtj  of  Buckingham,  five  thousand 
seren  hundred  rorty*one  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Cumberland,  four  thousand 
seven  hundred  fifteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Amelia,  five  thousand  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents.  * 

On  the  county  of  Powhatan,  three  thousand 
eight  hundred  ninety-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Chesterfield,  six  thousand 
four  hundred  forty  dollars  and*fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Dinwiddie  and  town  of  Pe- 
tersburg, eight  thousand  one  hundred  ninety-two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  coonty  of  Prince  George,  two  thousand 
nine  hundred  eighty-eight  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  countv  or  Greenville,  two  thousand  six 
hundred  thirty-five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Sussex,  three  thousand  nine 
hundred  forty-five  doHars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Southampton,  four  thousand 
six  hundred  fifty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Surry,  two  thousand  two 
hundred  forty-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Isle  of  Wight,  two  thousand 
six  hundred  eighty-eiffht  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Nansemond,  three  thousand 
two  hundred  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  and  borough  of  Norfolk,  nine 
thousand  eight  hundred  fifty-seven  dollars  and 
fiAy  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Princess  Anne,  two  thousand 
four  hundred  seventeen  dollars  and  fiAy  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Elizabeth  City,  eight  hundred 
thirty-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Warwick,  eight  hundred  fifty- 
five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  coonty  of  York,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  seventy-three  dollars  and  fifty  cents.    * 

On  the  county  of  James  City,  one  thousand  five 
hundred  thirty-five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

Oa  the  county  of  New  Kent,  two  thousand 
six  hundred  eighty-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Charles  City,  two  thousand 
one  hundred  fifty-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Henrico,  eight  thousand  fifty 
dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Goochland,  four  thousand 
five  hundred  fifty-five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Hanover,  six  thousand  forty- 
nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Amherst  and  on  the  county 
of  Nelson,  nine  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirteen 
dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Albemarle, -nine  thousand 
four  hundred  ninety-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Fluvannah,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  thirty-one  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Orange,  five  thousand  two 
hundred  six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Madison,  four  thousand  two 
hundred  forty-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Culpepper,  eight  thousand 
six  hundred  ninety-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 


On  the  countv  of  Fauquier,  eight  thousand  nme 
hundred  forty  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Prince  William^  five  thousand 
two  hundred  forty  one  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Stafford,  three  thousand  five 
hundred  seventy-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Loudon,  eight  thousand  one 
hundred  thirty  dollars  and  ftft3r  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Fairfax,  six  thousand  three 
hundred  fifty-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Spottsylvania,  six  thousand 
two  hundred  sixty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Louisa,  fbur  thousand  four 
hundred  twenty-five  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Caroline,  seven  thousand  one 
hundred  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  King  worge,  two  thousand 
seven  hundred  thirty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  three  thouscnd 
five  hundred  and  fourtipen  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Richmond,  two  thousand  six 
hundred  twenty-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Northumberland,  thtet  thou- 
sand sixteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Lancaster,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  fifty-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  King  William,  three  thousand 
four  hundred  fifty-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  King  and  Clueen,  two  thou- 
sand eiffht  hundred  shcty  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Essex,  three  thousand  three 
hundred  thirty-six  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Middlesex,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  forty-one  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Gloucester,  three  thousand 
three  hundred  ninely-seven  dollars  and  Mtj 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Matthews,  one  thoutand  six 
hundred  eleven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Accomac,  five  thousand  one 
hundred  thirty-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

And  on  the  county  of  Northampton,  three  thou- 
sand one  hundred  seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

In  the  State  of  North  Carolina, — On  tne  county 
of  Currituck,  two  thousand  two  hundred  four 
dollars  and  eighty-six  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Camden,  two  thousand  four 
hundred  sixty-two  dollars  and  ninety-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Pasquotank,  three  thousand 
four  hundred  ninety-three  dollars  and  ninety-six 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Perquimans,  two  thousand 
one  hundred  seventy  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Gkites,  two  thousand  one  hun- 
dred thirty-four  dollars  and  twenty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Chowan,  two  thousand  six 
hundred  forty-two  dollars  and  seren  ty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Hartford,  two  thousand  nine 
hundred  fifty-six  dollars  and  thirteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Bertie,  five  thousand  two 
hundred  sixty*seven  dollars  and  twenty-seTen 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Northampton,  six  thousand 
seven  hundred  sixty  dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents. 

Od  the  county  of  Halifax,  seven  thousand  seren 
hundred  twenty  dollars  and  ninety-seven  cents. 
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On  the  coantj  of  Washington)  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  fiftf  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Tyrrel,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  ninety-one  dollars  and  forty-eight  eents. 

On  the  county  of  Hyde,  two  thousand  three 
hundred  eighty-six  dollars  and  sixty-fire  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Pitt,  three  thousand  four  hun- 
dred ninety-six  dollars  and  forty-two  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Edgecombe,  six  thousand 
sixty-six  dollars  and  eighty-nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Beaufort,  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  twenty-four  dollars  and  sixty-fire  ceots. 

Oo  the  country  of  Green,  one  thousand  six  hun- 
dred forty-fire  dollars  and  ninety-four  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Crareo,  fire  thousand  fire 
hundred  fifty-seren  dollars  aa4  sixty-fire  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Carteret,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  serenty  three  dollars  and  twelre  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Jones,  two  thousand  two 
hundred  thirty-three  dollars  ser en ty-nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Lenoir,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  serenty-eiffhl  dollars  and  ninety  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Johnson,  three  thousand  two 
hundred  sixty-three  dollars  and  fifteen  cents. 

On  thecounly  of  Wayne,  three  thousand  thirty- 
four  dollars  anu  thirty-fire  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Warren,  fire  thousand  ^Ye 
hundred  twenty-fire  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Franklin,  four  thousand  fire 
hundred  serenty-six  dollars  and  ninety-fire  cents. 

On  the  countr  of  Nash,  two  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred eighty-eight  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Granrille,  six  thousand  four 
hundred  forty-four  dollars  and  thirty-nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Onslow,  two  thousand  two 
hundred  thirty-four  dollars  and  eleren  cents. 

On  the  county  of  New  Hanorer,  six  thousand 
six  hundred  ninety  dollars  and  eleren  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Duplin,,  three  thousand  two 
hundred  thirty-seren  dollars  and  serenty-one 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Sabapson,  two  thousand  nine 
hundred  fifty-one  dollars  and  thirty^nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Brunswick,  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  eighty-three  dollars  and  sixty-eight 
eents. 

On  the  county  of  Bladen,  two  thousand  seren 
hundred  two  dollars  and  eighty-three  cents. 

On  the  countr  of  Columbus,  one  thousand  two 
hundred  thirty-nre  dollars  and  fifteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Cumberland,  fire  thousand 
six  hundred  thirty-eight  dollars  and  eighty-four 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Robeson,  three  thousand  three 
hundred  twenty-three  dollaie  and  fourteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Montgomery,  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  seren ty-fire  dollars  and  three  cents. 

On  the  countr  of  Richmond,  two  thousand 
three  hundred  eighty-three  dollars  and  thirty-nine 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Anson,  two  thousand  set^o 
hundred  ninety-two  dollars  and  twenty*seren 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Moore,  two  thousand  three 
hundred  ninety-seren  dollars  and  ninety-two 
cents. 


On  the  county  of  Orange,  seren  thousOd  three 
hundred  sixty- six  dollars  and  fifty  cents.   * 

On  the  county  of  Wake,  six  thousand  four 
hundred  forty-three  dollars  and  fifty-four  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Person,  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  fifty-one  dollars  and  fifty  seren  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Rockingham,  three  thousand 
nine  hundred  sixty-two  dollars  and  forty-seren 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Caswell,  four  thousand  sixty- 
seren  dollars  and  ninety-nine  cents. 

Oo  the  county  of  Quilford,  four  thousand  four 
hundred  ninety-one  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Stokes,  4hree  thousand  eight 
hundred  forty-two  dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Rowan,  eight  thousand  eight 
hundred  serenty-two  dollars  and  thirteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Randolph,  two  thousand  seren 
hundred  sixty-four  dollars  and  ninety-fire  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Chatham,  four  thousand  three 
hundred  thirty-siren  dollars  eighty-three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Lincoln,  fire  thousand  six 
hundred  fifty-two  dollars  ahd  sixty-fire  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Mecklenburg,  fire  thousand 
four  hundred  sixty-three  dollars  and  sixty-three 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Cabarrus,  two  thousand  six 
hundred  forty-fire  dollars  and  serenty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Buncombe,  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  sixty  dollars  and  forty-eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Haywood,  eight  hundred 
six  dollars  and  eighteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Burke,  two  thousand  serett 
hundred  sixty-four  dollars  and  ninety-two  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Rutherford,  three  thousand 
nine  hundred  serenteen  dollars  and  fifty-three 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Surry,  three  thousand  three 
hundred  ninety-seren  dollars  and  eighty-one  cents. 

On  the  countr  of  Wilkes,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  seren  dollars  and  twenty-eisht  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Ashe,  seren  hundred  twenty- 
four  dollars  and  thirty-four  cents. 

And  on  the  county  of  Iredell,  three  thousand 
eight  hundred  twelre  dollars  and  sixty-one  cents. 

#n  ihe  State  of  O^ia.— On  the  county  of  Ross, 
three  thousand  eight  hundred  serenteen  dollar^ 
and  forty-nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Highland,  eight  hundred 
serenty-fire  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents. 

Oo  the'country  of  Clinton,  four  hundred  ninety- 
one  dollars  and  thirty-one  cenu. 

On  the  county  of  Madison,  four  hundred  one 
dollars  and  thirty  seren  oents. 

On  the  county  of  Champaign,  eight  hundred 
twelre  dollars  and  sixty-one  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Greene,  one  thousand  fire 
hundred  serenteen  dollars  and  fourteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Delaware,  six  hundred  ninety- 
one  dollars  and  serenty-two  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Franklin,  one  thousand  fire 
hundred  serenty-three  dollars  and  ninety  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Tuscarawas,  four  hundred 
fire  dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Knox,  four  hundred  dollars 
and  thirty-two  cents.  * 
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On  tkecouDties  of  Columbiana  and  Stark,  two 
thousand  six  hundred  eighty-seyen  dollars  and 
forty-two  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Jefferson,  one  thousand'  nine 
hundred  eighty-eight  dollars  and  forty-two  cents. 

On  the  couDty  of  Warren,  two  thousand  ninety- 
nine  dollars  and  fourteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Scioto,  four  hundred  twelve 
dollars  and  twenty-seven  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Licking,  seven  hundred  eighty- 
nine  dollars  and  thirteen  cents. 
•  On  the  county  of  Guernsey,  two  hundred  thirty- 
seven  dollars  and  forty-four  cents. 

On  the  couDty  of  .Montgomery,  one  thousand 
five  hundred  fifty-six  dollars  and  one  cent. 

On  the  county  of  Washington,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  forty-two  dollars  and  nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Muskingum,  one  thousand 
five  hundred  forty  seven  dollars  and  forty-eigt|t 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Pickaway,  one  thousand  two 
hundred  two  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Belmont,  one  thousand  one 
hundred  seventy-one  dollars  and  forty-one  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Adams,  one  thousand  four 
hundred  thirty-three  dollars  and  forty-one  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Clermont,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  ninety-seven  dollars  eighty-eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Hamilton,  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  seventy-five  dollars  and  seventy-nine 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Miami,  four  hundred  twenty- 
one  dollars  and  ten  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Prehle,  three  hundred  twenty- 
six  dollars  and  fifty  two  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Butler,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  fifty-seven  dollars  and  twelve  cents. 

On  the  countv  of  Athens,  two  hundred  seventy- 
two  dollars  and  three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Gallia;  five  hundred  two  dol- 
lars and  fifty-seven  cents. 
.    On  the  county  of  Portage,  one  thousand  four 
hundred  sixty-four  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Geauga,  eight  hundred  fifty- 
two  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents. 

Qn  the  county  of  Cayahoga,  five  hundred  eight- 
een dollars  and  fifty-four  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Trumbull,  includiug  Ashta- 
bula, two  thousand  two  hundred  seventy  dollars 
and  four  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Fairfield,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  twenty-four  dollars!  and  sixty-one  cents. 

And  on  the  county  of  Fayette,  two  hundred 
eighty-three  dollars  and  fifteen  cenu. 

Which  several  quotas  on  the  counties  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  are  exclusively  of  the  taxes  on 
land  lying  in  the  said  counties  respectively,  and 
owned  by  persons  not  residing  in  the  State. 

And  on  lands  owned  by  persons  not  residing  in 
the  State,  sixty  one  thousand  five  hundred  twenty- 
nine  dollars  and  ninety-one  cents. 

in  the  State  of  Aimtuc^— On  the  county  of 
Clarke,  four  thousand  eight  hundred  sixteen  dol- 
lars and  eighty-three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Estill,  three  hundred  fifty- 
four  dollars  and  twelve  cents. 


.    On  thecounty  of  Montgomery,  two  tbouaaodBix 
hundred  fifty-eight  dollars  and  ninety-five  cents. 

On  the  countv  of  Bath,  one  thousand  two  hua- 
dred  twelve  dollars  and  ninety-two  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Fleming,  two  thousand  four 
hundred  forty-eight  dollars  and  eiffhty-nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Greenup,  eight  hundred  sev- 
enty-four dollars  and  ninety-six  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Floyd,  six  hundred  sixty-five 
dollars  and  sixty  cents. 

On  the  countv  of  Fayette,  fourteen  thousand 
five  hundred  eighty-five  dollars  and  twenty^ighc 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Jessamine,  three  tfaooBaad 
three  hundred  five  dollars  add  ninety-eeven  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Woodford,  four  thossaad 
seven  hundred  seven  dollars  and  thirty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Scott,  four  thousand  four  bim^ 
dred  forty-nine  dollars  and  thirty-seven  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Harrison,  two  thousand  Dine 
hundred  forty-three  dollars  and  ten  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Pendleton,  seven  haadre4 
twenty-one  dollars  aod  sixty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Campbell  one  thousand  throo 
hundred  fifty-nine  dollars  ana  forty-four  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Boone,  one  thousand  eighty- 
nine  dollars  and  thirty-one  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Gallatin,  one  thousand  one 
hundred  forty-six  dollars  and  three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Franklin,  four  thousand  six 
hundred  ninety-one  dollars  and  sixteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Bourbon,  seven  thousand  one 
hundred  seventy-four  dollars  and  twenty-six  centt. 

On  the  county  of  Nicholas,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  twenty-five  dollars  and  seventy  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Mason,  five  thousand  three 
hundred  eleven  dollars  and  nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Bracken,  one  thonsand  two 
hundred  thirty-five  dollars  aod  three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Lewis,  six  hundred  fifty-seven 
dollars  and  sixty-four  cents. 

On  the  county  of  LivtuMton,  one  thousand 
three  hundred  sixty-one  doHars  and  eigbty-nin^ 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Caldwell,  one  tbousand  three 
hundred  ninety-seven  dollars  and  fifty-eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Christian,  three  thonsand  four 
hundred  seventy-six  dollars  and  one  cent. 

On  the  countv  of  Breckenridge,  nine  hundred 
seventy-two  dollars  and  eleven  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Ohio,  one  thousand  two  hun- 
dred sixty-three  dollars  and  twenty-fire  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Grayson,  &ve  hundred  twenty 
dollars. 

On  the  county  o(  Muhlenberg,  one  thousand 
two  hundred  thirty-six  dollars  and  sixty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Henderson,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  two  dollars  and  ninety-six  cents. 

On  the  county  of  HopkinSj  nine  hundred  six* 
teen  dollars  and  ninety  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Union,  seven  hundred  six  dol- 
lars and  ninety-one  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Barron,  three  thousand  three 
hundred  forty-four  dollars  and  twelve  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Warren,  three  thousand  one 
hundred  one  dollars  and  ninety  cents. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


&768 


AVPENBISL 


S7S4: 


PMic  Acts  ofCongrtm. 


On  the  eoQDly  of  Logan,  four  tkonaand  two 
handred  twelve  doilara  and  ninety-one  cents. 

On  the  connty  of  Butler,  five  hundred  ninety- 
two  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Cumberland,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  two  dollars  and  six  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Mercer,  five  thousand  eight 
hundred  eighty-five  dollars  and  filiy-fonr  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Qarrard,  three  thousand  four 
hundred  twenty-three  dollars  and  thirty  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Madison,  four  thousand  nine 
hundred  thirty-th^  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Clay,  five  hundred  twenty- 
Iwo  dolhors  and  thirty-seven  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Bullitt,  one  thousand  nineteen 
dollars  and  forty-^three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Jefierson,  eight  thousand  six 
hundred  thirty-five  dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents. 

On  the  oounty  of  Henry,  two  thousand  three 
dttllars  and  seventy-one  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Shelby,  five  thousand  four 
hnadred  thirty-one  dollars  and  ten  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Lincoln,  three  thousand 
eight  hundred  fifty-two  dollars  and  sixty-eight 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Rockci»tle,  five  handred 
sixty  dollars  and  fiftv-five  cents. 
•  0^  the  county  or  Knox,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  eighteen  dollars  and  twentV'*two  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Pulaski,  one  tiiousand  two 
hundred  sixty-two  dollars  aofd  eighty-two  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Wayne,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  forty-three  dollars  and  six  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Adair,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  eight  dollars  and  sixty-eight  cento. 

On  the  county  of  Casey,  seven  hundred  one 
dollars  and  twenty  cenu. 

On  the  county  of  Hardin,  two  thousand  three 
hnndred  eighty-three  doUars  and  fifty-six  cents. 

On  the  countv  of  Nelson,  five  thousand  one 
hnndred  four  dollars  and  ninety-eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Washington,  three  thousand 
eight  hundred  afty-eight  dollars  and  forty  cents. 

And  on  the  county  of  Qreene,  two  thousand 
five  hundred  forty-four  dollars  and  ninety-four 
cents. 

Which  several  quotas  on  the  counties  of  the 
Sute  of  Eeatneky  are  exclusively  of  the  taxes 
on  lands  Iving  in  the  said  counties  respectively, 
and  owned  by  persons  not  residing  within  the 
State. 

And  on  lands  owned  by  peisons  not  residing 
in  the  State,  eighteen  thousand  four  hundred 
ninety-three  dollars  and  fifty-one  cents. 

The  assessment  on  and  distribution  among  the 
said  lands  of  which  sum  shall  be  made,  any  pro- 
yision  in  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing, by  the  assessor  of  that  district  in  the  said 
Smte,  which  includes  the  town  of  B^nkford, 
fvun  the  list  of  said  lands,  as  entered  for  payment 
of  taxes  with  the  auditor  of  public  aecounu  of 
the  Sute  of  Kentucky,  in  the  vear  one  thousand 
ei^t  hnndred  and  eleven,  and  from  such  other 
inKNrmation  as  he  may  be  able  to  obtain;  and  on 
£dkife  10  pay  the  said  tax  in  the  manner  pro- 
Tided  by  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales,  the  tale  1 
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of  the  said  lands  being  previously  advertised  ac- 
cording to  the  said  laws,  shall  be  made  by  the 
collector  of  that  district,  which  includes  the  said 
town,  at  the  capital  therein. 

In  the  StaU  of  South  Car^ncu-^On  the  dis- 
trict of  Charleston,  forty-aeven  thousand  five  hun* 
dred  and  eiffhty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Colleton,  twelve  thousand 
nine  hundred  eighty-nine  dollars  and  twenty- 
seven  cents. 

On  the  district  of  Beaufort,  fifteen  thousand 
four  hundred  twenty  dollars  and  seventy-three 
cents. 

On  the  district  of  Barnwell,  two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Orangeburg,  four  thousand 
six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Lexington,  two  thousand 
and  fifty  dollars. 

On  tne  district  of  Richland,  three  thousand 
seven  hnndred  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Edgefield,  five  thousand  five 
hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Abbeville,  four  thousand  nine 
hundred  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Pendleton,  two  thousand  on» 
hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Gkeenville,  one  thousand  foae 
hundred  five  dollars  and  forty-eight  cents. 

On  the  district  of  Spartanburg,  two  thousand 
two  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Union,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  York,  one  thousand  fi^e 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Chester,  one  thousand  e^t 
hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Laurens,  two  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Newberry,  two  thoutaad  two 
hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Fairfield,  two  thousand  eight 
handred  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Lancaster,  nine  handred  a«d 
eighty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Kershaw,  three  thouaaad 
eight  httodfed  and  fifty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Sumter,  six  thousand  and 
thirty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Chesterfield,  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Darlington,  two  thousand 
one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars* 

On  the  district  of  Georgetown,  eleven  thou'^ 
sand  two  hundred  and  eighty  dollars^ 

On  the  district  of  Horry,  one  thousand  and 
sixty  dollars. 

On  the  district  of  Marion,  three  thoosaad  and 
tendolkcs. 

On  the  district  of  Williamsburg,  two  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars. 

And  on  the  district  of  Marlborough,  one  thou* 
sand  three  hundred  thirty  dollars. 

In  the  State  of  TbuMseec— On  the  county  of 
Washington,  two  thousand  four  hundred  aineiy- 
Iwo  dollars. 
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On  the  eoQDtr  of  SolUran,  two  thoasand  two 
liuodred  five  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Greene,  three  thoasand  one 
hundred  twenty-seven  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Hawkins,  two  thoasand  four 
hundred  sixty-one  dollars. 

Oo  the  county  of  Carter,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  forty^nine  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Cooke,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  fifty-nine  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Knox,  three  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars  seventy-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Jefferson,  two  thousand  three 
hundred  fifty-three  dollars  and  seventeen  cents. 

On  the  countv  of  Sevier,  one  thousand  four 
hiudred  eighty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Blount,  two  thousand  eight 
hiudred  forty-six  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Granger,  two  thousand  and 
sixty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Claiborne,  one  thousand  five 
handred  and  forty-five  dollars. 
'  On  the  county  of  Anderson,  one  thousand  two 
hundred  seventy-five  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Campbell,  eight  hundred 
fifty-nine  dollars. 

Un  the  county  of  Roan,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  ninety-seven  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Bledsoe,  one  thousand  and 
forty-nine  dollars. 

.  On  the  county  of  Rhea,  eight  hundred  and 
six  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Smith,  five  thousand  six  hun- 
dred twenty-six  dollars. 

On  the  countv  of  Jackson,  two  thousand  six 
hundred  nine  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Overton,  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  twenty-five  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  White,  one  thousand  nine 
hnndred  forty-four  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Warren,  two  thoasand  seven 
hundred  sixty-five  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Franklin,  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  sixty-seven  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Bedford,  three  thousand  nine 
hmidred  eighty-one  dollars. 

On  the  counter  of  Lincoln,  two  thousand  nine 
hundred  forty- eight  dollars. 

On  I  he  county  of  Sumner,  six  thousand  six 
hundred  sixty  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Davidson,  seven  thousand 
five  hundred  thirty-nine  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Williamson,  six  thousand 
three  hundred  fifty-three  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Rutherford,  four  thousand 
nine  hundred  fifty-eight  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Wilson,  fLvt  thousand  seven 
hundred  seventy-three  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Maury,  five  thousand  and 
.  three  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Giles,  two  thousand  one  hun- 
dred ninety-six  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Hickman,  one  thousand  two 
handled  forty-seven  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Humphries,  seven  hundred 
and  thirty  dollars. 


On  the  county  of  Stewart,  two  thoasand  fiffy- 
eight  dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Dixon,  two  thoasand  one 
hundred  eighty-one  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Montgomery,  three  thousand 
eight  hundred  seventy-four  dollars. 

And  on  the  county  of  Robertson,  three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  eleven  dollars. 

In  th€  Slate  of  Georgia.'-Oa.  the  county  of 
Chatham,  nineteen  thousand  three  hundred  M^ 
teen  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Bryan,  nine^andred  fifty-oae 
dollars  and  seventy-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Liberty,  three  thousand  fifty- 
eight  dollars  and  fourteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Mcintosh,  one  thousand  six 
l^undred  and  seventy-eight  dollars  and  forty-eight 
cenu. 

On  the  county  of  Glynn,  one  thoasand  seven 
hundred  eighty-four  dollars  and  twenty-three 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Camden,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  sixty-seven  dollars  and  forty-one  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Wayne,  two  hundred  fiftf  • 
two  dollars  and  eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Effingham,  eight  hundred 
forty-six  dollars. 

On  the  eoanty  of  BuUoek,  six*  hundred  forty- 
one  dollars  and  eighty-eight  cenu. 

On  the  county  of  Tatnall,  four  hundred  sev- 
enty dollars  and  ninety-six  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Seriven,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  fifty  dollars  and  sixteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Burke,  three  thousand  six 
hundred  one  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Richmond,  six  thoasand 
eight  hundred  four  dollars  and  eighty-nine  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Jefferson,  two  thoasand  one 
hundred  eighty-eight  dollars  and  seventy-eight 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Washington,  two  thoasand 
five  hundred  sixty^ve  dollars  and  five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Montgomery,  six  hundred 
seventy  dollars  and  sixteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Columbia,  three  thousand 
seven  bundled  sixty-six  dollars  and  forty-two 
cents. 

On  the  county  of  Warren,  two  thoasand  three 
hundred  thirty-five  dollars  and  eleven  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Hancock,  four  thoasand 
nineteen  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Greene,  three  thoasand  seven 
hundred  twelve  dollars  and  thirty-two  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Lincoln,  one  thousand  four 
hundred  seventy-three  dollars  and  twelve  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Wilkes,  four  thoasand  six 
hundred  eighty-two  dollars  and  fifty-one  cents. 

On  the  countv  of  Elbert,  three  thousand  two 
hundred  ninety-Qv)»  dollars  and  forty-seven  cents. 

On  the  couniy  of  Franklin,  one  thousand  mx 
hundred  forty-seven  dollars  and  seventy-two 
cents. 

On  the  coontylDf  Oglethorpe,  three  thousand 
seven  hundred  eight  dollars  and  sixty-three  cents. 

Oa  the  county  of  Jackson,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  sixty-seven  dollars  and  /orty-foar  ctfUa. 
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On  tbe  €0U9ty  of  Clark,  two  thousaDd  twenty- 
fbar  dollars  and  one  cent. 

On  the  county  of  Morgan,  two  thoasand  twenty* 
one  dollar:!  and  fifty-five  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Laurens,  four  hundred  sev- 
enty-fire dollars  and  eighty^eight  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Pulaski,  six  hundred  and 
sixty-four  dollars. 

On  the  county  of  Wilkinson^  including  the 
county  of  Telfair,  fire  hundred  sixty-nine  dollars 
and  thirty-three  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Twiggs,  eight  hundred  eighty- 
six  dollars  and  fifty-eight. cents. 

On  the  county  of  Baldwin,  three  thousand  ten 
dollars  and  nineteen  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Jones,  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred seventy  dollan  and  twenty-seven  cents. 

On  the  county  of  Putnam,  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  fifty  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents. 

And  on  the  county  of  Randolph,  now  called 
Jasper,  two  thousand  five  hundred  eight  dollars 
ancl  forty-nine  cents. 

In.  the  State  qf  Louisiana,— Oa  the  parish  of 
Orleans,  ten  thousand  six  hundred  fifty-seven  dol- 
lars fifty-five  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  Bt.  Bernard  two  hundred 
thirty-six  dollars  forty  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  Plaquemioe,  three  hundred 
seventy-five  dollars  fifteen  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  St.  Charles,  one  thousand  one 
hundred  sixty-seven  dollars  seventy-seven  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  St  John  the  Baptist,  eight 
hundred  nine  dollars  ninety  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  St.  James,  eight  hundred 
nine  dollars  ninety  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  Ascension,  six  hundred  thirty- 
seven  dollars  eighty-six  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  Assumption,  four  hundred 
and  ninety-foor  dollars  forty-five  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  La  Fourche,  interior,  lour 
hundred  fifty-two  dollars. 

On  the  parish  of  Iberville,  ^rt  hundred  eighty 
dollars  fifty  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  West  Baton  Rouge,  three 
hundred  eighty-five  dollars  fifty-one  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  Feliciana,  one  thousand  three 
hundred  eighty-three  dollars  forty-one  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  Bast  Baton  Rouge,  one  thou- 
sand one  hundred  fifty-four  dollars. 

On  the  parish  of  St.  Helena,  three  hundred 
fifty-one  dollars  ten  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  Su  Tammany,  two  hundred 
thirty-six  dollars  forty  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  Point  Coupee,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  ninety-nine  dollars  twenty-two 
eenta. 

On  the  parish  of  Concordia,  five  hundred  eight 
dollars  eighty-two  cents. 

On  the  pariah  of  Warren,  one  hundred  ninety- 
one  dollars  sixty  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  Ouachita,  eight  hundred 
thirty-one  dollars  seventy  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  Rapides,  one  thoimnd  nine 
dollars  forty-eight  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  Avoyelles,  two  hundred  fourf 
teen  dollan  eighty-eight  etnta. 


On  the  parish  of  Catahoula,  one  hundred  forty* 
one  dollars  eighty  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  Nachitoches,  one  thousand 
seventy-nine  dollars  forty-five  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  St.  Landrey,  one  thousand 
two  hundred  one  dollars  four  cents. 

On  the  parish  of  St.  Martin,  one  thousand 
three  dollars  eighteen  cents.    And 

On  the  parish  of  St.  Mary,  five  hundred  eighty- 
nine  dollars  fifteen  cents. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
amount  of  taxes  which  by  virtue  of  the  provis- 
ions of  the  act  for  the  assessment  and  coliection 
of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties,  and  of  thia 
act,  should  be  laid  and  collected  on  non-residents' 
lands,  so  called,  in  the  State  of  Kentucky  and 
Ohio  shall  be  ascertiiined  and  levied  in  the  same 
manner,  and  at  the  same  rates  respectively,  aa 
they  were  by  the  laws  of  those  States  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven;  and  lands  in 
that  year  entered  for  taxation  as  non-residents' 
lands,  which  since  that  time  may  have  been  sold 
and  transferred  to  residents,  or  where  the  ownera 
of  such  lands  may  have  become  residents,  and 
have  had  their  lands  entered  for  taxation,  as  resi- 
dents, the  tax  on  the  same  shall  be  collected  as 
the  tax  on  non-residents'  lands:  Provided^  In  all 
cases  where  sales  and  transfers  shall  have  1>eeQ 
made  as  aforesaid^  or  where  noii-residents  have 
become  residents,  if  they  reside  on  the  lands  for* 
merly  entered  as  non-residents'  lands,  they  shall 
have  notice  from  the  collector,  as  in  other  cases 
of  residents.  And  if  the  amount  thus  laid  shall, 
in  either  of  the  said  States,  exceed  or  fall  short 
of  the  amount  fixed  by  thb  act  as  the  quota  to 
be  laid  on  noD -residents'  lands  in  the  said  Statee 
respectively,  the  difference  shall,  in  the  next  ensu- 
ing direct  tax  laid  by  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  be  deducted  from  or  added  to  the  quota  of 
such  State,  as  the  case  mav  be. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  tax  shall  be  assessed  and^ollected  in  the  man- 
ner provided,  and  by  the  omcers  to  be  appointed 
under  and  by  virtue  of  the  act  aforesaid,  entitled 
^An  act  for  the  assesment  and*  collection  of  direct 
taxes  and  internal  duties:"  Provided.  That  there 
shall  be  appointed  in  the  State  of  Onio  six  addi- 
tional collectors,  who  shall  collect  the  tax  due  from 
iH)n-re8ident  proprietors  of  lands  in  the  said  State, 
shall  huve  the  same  districu  assigned  theni  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  reside  at  the  same 
places  which  are  or  may  be  designated  for  sim- 
ilar officers  under  the  State  authority,  and  in 
other  respects  shall  be  under  the  same  rules  and 
regulations,  be  subject  to  the  same  penalties  and 
forfeitures  as  are  provided  by  the  above  recited 
act. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
principal  assessors  shall  issue  their  precepts  to 
the  assistant  assessors  for  the  purpose  of  carrr- 
ing  into  effect  this  act  on  the  first  day  of  Feb- 
ruary next,  and  the  assessments  shall  have  refer- 
ence to  that  day.  * 

Sbc.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  each 
State  may  vary,  by  an  act  of  its  legislature,  the 
respective  quotas  imposed  by  this  act  on  its  lav- 
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eral  eouotiet  or  diatrlets,  so  as  more  e^a«])y  and 
equitably  to  apportion  the  tax  hereby  imposed; 
and  the  tax  laid  by  this  act  shall  be  levied  aad 
collected  io  conformity  with  such  alterations  and 
'toiatioos,  as  if  the  same  made  part  of  this  act, 

Srovided  that  an  autbetittcated  copy  thereof  be 
•posited  iQ  the  ofllce  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury prior  to  the  first  of  April  next;  in  which 
ease  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Secretary  to 
give  notice  thereof  to  the  proper  principal  col- 
lectors in  such  State. 

Sbo.  7.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  That  each 
8tate  may  pay  its  quota  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  and  thereon  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
deduction  of  fifteen  per  centum  if  paid  before  the^ 
lenth  day  of  February  next,  and  of  ten  per  cen- 
tum, if  paid  before  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the 
same  year  r  Provided^  That  notice  of  the  inten* 
tion  of  making  such  payment  be  given  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  one  month  prior  to 
such  payment ;  and  in  case  of  payment  so  made 
he  shall  give  notice  thereof  to  the  principal  as- 
sessors and  collectors  of  such  States ;  and  no  fur* 
ther  proceedings  shall  thereafter  be  had  under 
this  act  in  such  State. 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  jfwiher  enacted^  That  if 
either  the  States  of  Ohio  or  Louisiana  shall  pay 
lis  quota,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  pre- 
ceding section,  the  Legislature  thereof  shall  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered 
to  collect  of  aU  the  purchasers  of  public  lands, 
under  any  law  of  the  United  States,  a  just  and 
equal  proportion  of  the  quota  of  said  States, 
lespectively,  the  compact  between  the  United 
States  and  the  said  States  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 
Approved,  August  2, 1813. 


An  Act  eenceraing  Invalid  PenMoneis. 

Be  U  enodOed,  ^c.  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  place  the  follow- 
ing named  persons  on  the  pension  lUi  of  invalid 
pensioners  of  the  United  States,  Who  shall  be  en- 
titled to  and  receive  pensions,  according  to  the 
rates  and  commencing  at  the  times  herein  men- 
tioned, that  is  to  say : 

Benjamin  Randall,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
per  month,  to  commeoce  on  the  eleventh  day 
of  February,  one  thoasand  eight  hundred  and 
fbirteen. 

George  Hill,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on 
Ibetwenty-fiAh  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen. 

Leonard  Clarke,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
pe^  month,  to  commeoce  on  the  eighteenth  day 
of  J^nuarf,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen. 

Cteorge  Shannon,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Hezlkiah  Tborndike,  at  the  rate  of  three  dol- 
hn  thirty-three  and  one-third  cents  per  month, 
to  commence  on  the  first  of  May,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twelve. 


Benjamin  Broekway,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
eleventh  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twelve. 

Paul  Bebee,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents  per  month,  to  coaameoce  on 
the  seventh  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirteen. 

Zachariah  Sherwood,  at  the  rate  of  two  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  oa 
the  thirteenth  of  December,  one  thonsand  ei^ 
hundred  and  nine. 

Braxton  Carter,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  first  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Patrick  Logan,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  firK 
of  January,  one  thoasand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen. 

Joseph  Davidson,  ai  the  rate  of  two  dolkrs 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commeoce  on  the  twe»> 
ty-third  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve. 

John  Jourdan,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollara  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of 
August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

James  Russell,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-first  day 
of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve. 

Nathaniel  Henry,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  first  dav  of  Mut- 
uary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Abraham  Merryfield,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  fifteenth  day 
of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aad 
thirteen. 

Joshna  Patrick^  at  the  rate  of  two  doUars  sad 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  first 
day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aad 
thirteen. 

Jonathan  Morris,  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fourteenth:  day  ci 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thmeeir. 

Samuel  White,  at  the  rate  of  two  doUarsand 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twelfth 
day  of  April,  one  tliousand  eight  hundied  and 
thirteen* 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  tlie 
pensions  of  the  folhiwinpf  naoMd  pereons  already 
placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  8lale%. 
whose  claims  for  an  increase  of  pension,  have 
been  transmitted  to  Congress,  pursuant  to  the  a«t 
for  that  purpose,  be  increased  to  the  sums  herein 
respectively  annexed  to  their  names,  the  said  io^ 
crease  to  commence  at  the  times  herein  m^m^ 
tinned,  and  to  be  instead  of  the  pensions  they  at 
present  receive,  that  is  to  say: 

Bbenezer  Bean,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  ninth 
of  June,  one  thousand  eiftht  hundred  and  twelve. 

Samuel  Morrell,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
and  seventy-five  cenu  per  month,  to  commence 
on  the  eleventh  of  September,  one  thousand  dgiK 
hundred  and  twelve. 

Moses  Trussel,  at  the  rale  of  fije  doUan  per 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


!2roi 


JkPPENBDL 


'2TBS 


PMae  Acts  if  Congrtm. 


noofb,  to  eommence  oo  (lie  twentf-ftrst  of  Sep- 
tember, one  thoQsaiid  eight  faandred  aod  twelve. 

Samuel  le  Goimt,  at  the  rate  of  fire  dollars 
per  month,  to  oommeace  on  the  twentieth  of 
fforember,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve. 

Jostah  Jones,  at  the  rate  of  fire  dollars  per 
month,  to  eommence  on  th^  twenty-fifth  of  Jan- 
«Mry,  one  thousand  eight  hnndred  and  thirteen. 

Stephen  Everts,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  eommence  on  the  eighteenth  of  May, 
<me  tliousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Amazian  Chappeil,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
jmd  seventy-five  cents  per  month,  to  eommence 
on  the  seventh  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
liundred  and  etevra. 

Samuel  Stillman,  at  4he  rate  of  three  dollars 
and  seventy-five  cents  per  month,  to  eommence 
on  the  twenty-eighth  of  November,  one  thousand 
eight  hnndred  and  twelve.  « 
'  Israel  Dibble,  at  the  rate  of  four  di^lars  and 
^ty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
twelfth  day  of  Decenoiber,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve. 

Samuel  Sawyer,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  and 
^ty  coats  per  moDth,  to  commence  on  the  twelfth 
dmj  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve. 

Jacob  Williams^  al  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
an  half  per  month,  to  eommence  on  the  eleventh 
-^Mf  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hnndred  and 
thirteen. 

Benjamin  Tower,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-seventh 
of  January,  one  thousand  e^tht  hundred  and 
thirteen. 

John  Talman,  alias  Tallman,  at  the  rate  of 
6ve  dollars  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  fiist 
of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen. 

Younger  Grady,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighth  day  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven. 

Approved,  March  2, 1813. 


•An  Act  kymg  dalles  on  lioeiises  t#  retailers  of  wines, 
spitkuoas  liquors,  and  fweign  merdiandise* 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  every  person  who  shall 
deal  in  the  selling  of  any  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, except  such  as  are  of  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture,  of  the  United  States,  and 
except  such  as  are  sold  bv  the  importer  thereof, 
in  the  original  cask.  case,  box,  or  package,  where- 
in the  same  shall  have  been  imported,  shall  be 
deemed  to  be,  and  hereby  is  declared  to  be,  a  retail 
idealer  in  merchaadise,  within  the  meaning  of 
this  act ;  thai  every  person  who  shall  ^eal  in  the 
selling  of  wines  in  a  less  quantity  or  in  less  quan- 
tities at  one  time  than  thirty  gallons,  except 
the  importer  in  the  original  cask,  case,  box^  or 
package,  wherein  the  same  shall  have  been  im- 
ported, shall  be  deemed  to  be,  and  herebv  is  de- 
clared to  be,  a  retail  dealer  in  wines,  within  the 
meaning  of  this  act ;  and  that  every  person  who 
ahall  deal  in  the  selling  of  any  distilled  spirituous 


liquors  in  less  quantities  than  twenty  galloua  at 
one  time,  shall  be  deemed  to  be,  and  nereby  it 
declared  to  be,  a  retail  dealer  in  distilled  spiritu^ 
ous  liquors.  Provided^  ahoaye,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to 
physicians,  apothecaries,  surgeons,  or  chemists,  as 
to  any  wines  or  spirituous  liquors  which  they  may 
use  in  the  preparatton  or  nuking  op  of  medi- 
cines for  sick,  lame,  or  diseased  persoas  onlv ; 
or  to  the  sale  of  domestic  spirits  sold  in  quanti- 
ties not  less  than  five  aallons  at  the  place  where 
the  same  shall  have  been  distilled,  and  by  the 
person  or  persons  to  whom  a  license  for  distilling 
the  same  shall  have  been  granted  agreeably  to 
the  laws  of  the  United  Sutes. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itJurUur  enacted^  That  ererr 
person  who,  on  the  first  day  of  Januarvnext^^haM 
be  a  retail  dealer  in  wines,  distilled  spintnoua 
liquors,  or  merchandise,  as  above  described  or  de- 
fined, shall,  before  the  said  dav,  and  every  penon 
who,  after  the  said  day,  shall  become  or  intend  to 
become  such  retail  dealer  as  aforesaid,  shall,  b^ 
fore  he  shall  begin  to  sell  by  retail  as  aforesal^i 
any  wine,  distilled  spirituous  Hqnors,  or  merchan- 
dise, apply  for  and  obtain  from  the  collector  ap- 
pointed by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  far 
the  assessment  and  coUeetion  of  direct  taxes  and 
internal  duties,"  for  the  collection  district  in  which 
such  person  resides,  one  or  more  licenses,  as  the 
case  may  be,  for  carrying  on  the  business  of  aell- 
ing  by  retail  as  aforesaid ;  which  itcenses,  respect 
ively,  shall  be  granted  for  the  term  of  one  year, 
upon  the  pavment  for  each  licenscL  respectively, 
of  the  duty  by  this  act  laid  on  such  license,  ana 
shall  be  reoewed  yearly  upon  the  payment  of  the 
like  sum  for  each  license.  And  if  any  person  shall, 
after  the  said  day,  deal  in  the  selling  of  wines,  dia- 
tiUed  spirituous  liquors,  or  merchandise,  by  retafl 
as  above  described  and  defined,  without  having  m 
license  therefor  as  aforesaid,  continuing  in  forea, 
such  person  shall,  in  addition  to  the  payment  <» 
the  duty,  forfeit  and  nay  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  of 
suit.  And  no  such  licrase  shall  be  suflicient  for 
the  sdlinfi^  of  wines,  distilled  spirituous  liquors,  or  ' 
merchandise,  as  aforesaid,  by  retail,  at  more  than 
oae  place  at  the  same  time ;  but  any  person  who, 
bv  color  of  such  license,  shall  sell  any  wine^dia- 
tilled  spirituous  liquors,  or  merchandise,  as  afore- 
said, at  more  than  one  place  at  the  same  time^ 
sh^ll  be  deemed  to  be,  in  respect  to  such  <^  the 
said  articles  as  he  or  she  shall  so  sell  at  more 
than  one  place  at  the  same  time,  a  retail  dealer 
therein,  ae  the  case  may  be,  without  license,  and 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  like  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  payment  of  the 
doty,  to  be  recovered  with  costs  or  suit. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  within  their 
respective  districts,  to  grant  licenses  for  retailing, 
which  licenses  shall  be  marked  with  a  mark  de- 
noting the  rate  of  the  duty  thereupon,  and  shall 
be  signed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Ravenue, 
and  being  countersigned  by  the  collector,  who 
shall  issue  the  same,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  it- 
sued,  shall  be  granted  to  any  person  who  shall 
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desire. the  same,  apoQ  application  in  writing,  and 
upon  payment  of  toe  sum  or  doty  payable  by  this 
act  upon  each  license  requested :  Provided  al- 
i§ay9y  That  no  license  shall  be  granted  to  any 
person  to  sell  wines,  distilled  spirituous  liquors. 
or  merchandise,  as  aforesaid,  who  is  prohibited 
to  sell  the  same  by  any  State. 

^BC.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
following  duties  shall  be  paid  on  the  licenses 
abovementtoned,  viz : 

On  retailers  of  merchandise,  including  wines 
•ud  spirits^  if  in  cities,  towns,  or  villages,  con- 
taining, within  the  limits  of  one  mile  square, 
more  than  one  hundred  families,  twenty-five  dol- 
lars; of  wines  alone,  twenty  dollars;  of  spirits 
alone,  twenty  dollars;  of  domestic  spirits  alone, 
fifteen  dollars ;  of  merchandise  other  than  wines 
and  spirits,  fifteen  dollars. 

If  an^  other  place  than  cities,  towns,  or  villages 
containing,  within  the  limits  of  one  mile  square, 
more  than  one  hundred  families:  on  retailers  of 
merchandise,  including  wines  and  spirits,  fifteen 
dollars;  of  wines  and  spirits,  fifteen  dollars;  of 
spirits  alone«  twelve  dollars;  of  domestic  spirits 
alone,  ten  dollars;  of  merchandise  other  than 
wines  and  spirits,  ten  dollars. 

Sao.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
bethe  duty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  in  their  re- 
spective districts,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized, 
to  collect  the  duties  imposed  bv  this  act,  and  to 
prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  tne  same,  and  for 
the  recovery  of  any  sum  or  sums  which  may  be 
forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act.  And  all  fines,  pen- 
alties, and  forfeitures,  which  shall  be  incurred  by 
force  of  this.  act,^hall  and  may  be  sued  for  and 
xecovered  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  the  collector  within  whose  district  any  such 
fine,  penaltjTj  or  forfeiture,  shall  have  been  in- 
eurred,  by  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  one  moiety 
thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
other  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  person  who, 
if  a  collector,  shall  first  discover,  if  other  than  a 
eoUector  shall  first  inform,  of  the  cause,  matter, 
or  thing,  whereby  any  such  fine,  penalty,  or  for- 
feiture, shall  have  been  incurred ;  and  where  the 
causa  of  action  or  complaint  shall  arise  or  ac- 
crue more  than  fifty  miles  distant  from  the  near- 
est place  by  law  established  for  the  holding  of  a 
district  court,  within  thedistr ict  in  which  the  same 
shall  arise  or  accrue,  such  suit  and  recovery  may 
be  had  before  any  court  of  the  State,  holden  within 
the  said  district,  having  jurisdiction  in  like  cases. 

Sbc.6.  And  be  it  Jurtner  enacted^  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force  until  the  termination  of  the 
war  in  which  the  United  States  ate  now  engaged 
with  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  for  one  year 
thereafter  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  August  2, 1813. 

An  Afi  to  provide  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  mOitia 
■lain,  and  for  militta  disabled  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Sutes. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  if  any  commissioned 

officer  of  the  militia,  or  of  any  volunteer  corps, 


shall,  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slatea, 
die  by  reason  of  anv  wound  received  in  actual 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  leave  a  widow, 
or  if  no  widow,  a  child  or  children  under  sixteea 
years  of  age,  such  widow,  or^  if  no  widow,  suck 
child  or  children,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  half 
the  monthly  pay  to  which  the  deceased  was  en- 
titled at  the  time  of  his  death,  for  and  during  the 
term  of  ^ve  years ;  but  in  case  of  the  death  or 
intermarriage  of  such  widow,  before  the  expirar 
tion  of  the  said  term  of  five  years,  the  half  pay, 
for  the  remainder  of  the  time,  shall  go  to  the 
child  or  children  of  such  deceased  officer :  PrO" 
vided  alwaye,  That  such  half  pay  shall  cease  o« 
the  death  of  such  child  or  children. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  or 
private,  of  the  militia,  or  of  any  volunteer  corps, 
shall  be  disabled  by  known  wounds  received  ia 
the  actual  service  of.  the  United  States,  while  ia 
the  line  of  his  duty,  he  shall,  upon  substantiating 
his  claim  in  the  manner  described  by  an  act,  ea- 
titled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  persons  who  were 
disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war,"  passed  the  tenth  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eisht  hundred  and  six,  be  placed  om 
the  list  of  invalids  of  the  United  Sutes,  at  suck 
rate  of  pension,  and  under  such  regulations  as  aic 
provided  by  the  said  act,  or  as  may  hereafter  be 
provided  by  law:  Provided  aimafe,  That  the 
compensation  to  be  allowed  for  such  wounds  or 
disabilities,  to  a  commissioned  officer,  shall  not 
exceed,  for  the  highest  rate  of  disability,  half  the 
monthly  pay  of  such  officer,  at  the  time  of  his 
being  wounded  or  disabled,  and  that  no  officer 
shall  receive  more  than  the  half  pay  of  a  lieuten- 
ant colonel ;  and  that  the  rate  of  compeasatioa 
to  non-com okissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  pri- 
vates, shall  not  exceed  five  dollars  per  month :  Ami 
provided  aUo,  That  all  inferior  disabilities  shall 
entitle  the  persons  so  disabled,  to  receive  an  al- 
lowance proportionate  to  the  highest  disability. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  have 
efl^ct  from  and  after  the  eighteenth  day  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
sixth  section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  author- 
izing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  accept 
and  organize  certain  volunteer  military  corps," 
passed  the  sixth  day  of  February,  one  thousaod 
eight  hundred  and  twelve,  be,  and  the  same  ia 
hereby,  repealed. 

Approved,  August  2,  1813. 


An  Act  explanatory  of  an  act,  entitled  *'An  act  to  laiaa 
ten  additional  companies  of  Rangers. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  each  of  the  ten  com- 
panies authorized  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
raise  ten  additional  companies  of  rangers,"  shall 
consist  of  one  captain,  one  first,  one  second,  one 
third  lieutenant,  one  ensign,  &ve  sergeant^  six 
corporals,  and  ninety  privates. 

Approved,  August  2, 1813. 
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Ait  Act  for  the  relief  of  tlie  officen  and  crew  of  the 
kte  United  SUtes'  brig  Vixen. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Accountant  of  the 
Na^y  Department  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  anchor- 
ized  and  reaaired  to  assume  the  day  oF  the  de- 
l^rture  of  the  briff  Vixen,  from  a  port  in  the 
United  States,  on  her  last  cruise,  as  the  day  on 
which  the  accounts  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
said  briff  shall  be  finally  settled  and  balanced: 
Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  deprive  the  said  officers  and  crew 
of  any  claims  to  further  payment  than  is  allowed 
by  this  act,  which  may,  on  satisfactory  proof,  ap- 
pear to  be  just 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  au- 
thorized to  allow  and  pay,  unto  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  said  brig,  such  sum  of  money  as,  in 
his  judgment,  may  l^  due  to  them  for  their  pay. 

Approved,  August  2, 1813. 

An  Act  authorizing  the  payment  for  wagons  and 
teams,  captured  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy  at 
Detroit. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  every  person  who  has 
sustained  damages  by  the  loss  of  his  wagon  and 
team,  or  either  of  them,  without  any  fault  or  neg- 
ligence on  his  part,  while  the  same  were  actually 
employed  in  the  transportation  of  baggage  or  sup- 
plies for  the  army  under  the  command  of  Briga- 
dier General  William  Hull,  during  the  Summer 
of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  and 
which  were  captured  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy 
on  the  surrender  of  said  army  at  Detroit,  shall  be 
allowed  the  value  of  such  wagon  and  team,  or 
either  of  them,  lost  as  aforesaid ;  the  facts  of  the 
loss  of  the  same,  as  well  as  the  value  thereof,  to 
be  ascertained  in  such  manner,  and  on  such  evi- 
dence, as  the  President  of  the  united  States  may 
direct;  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  August  2,  1813. 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  appointment,  by  the  Presi- 
dent, of  certain  officers  daring  tho  recess  of  the 
Senate. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the  recess 
of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  such  of  the  officers  of 
the  five  regiments  authorised  by  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  to 
raise  an  additional  military  force,  and  for  other 
jHirposes,''  and  the  act  supplementary  thereto, 
passed  the  fifth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  as  may  not  be  appointed 
dorinff  the  present  session ;  which  appointments 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  at  their  next  aes- 
sion,  for  their  advice  and  consent. 

Approved,  August  2, 1813. 

An  Act  authorising  the  sale  of  sundry  loti^  the  prop- 
erty of  the  United  Sutes,  in  the  borough  of  Pitts- 
burg. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  to 


cause  to  be  sold  certain  lots  of  ground  in  tht 
borough  of  Pittsburg,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia,  being  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  same  on  which  Fort  Fayette  now  stands,  the 
proceeds  whereof  are  hereby  appropriated,  under 
the  direction  of  the  President,  to  the  erection  of 
arsenals,  armories,  and  laboratories. 
Approved,  August  2, 1813. 


An  Act  for  reducing  the  duties  payable  on  prise 
goods  captured  by  the  private  armed  vessels  ok  the 
United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  on  all  goods,  wares^ 
and  merchandise,  captured  from  the  enemy,  and 
made  good  and  lawtul  prize  of  war^  by  any  pri* 
vate  armed  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  Statea, 
having  a  commission  for  making  captures  upon 
the  enemy,  or  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and 
brought  into  the  United  States  or  their  Territo- 
ries, there  shall  be  allowed  a  deduction  of  thirty- 
three  and  one-third  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of 
duties  at  present  imposed  by  law. 

Approved,  August  2, 1813. 

An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  the  better  regulation  of  the  Ordnance." 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  in  addition  to  the 
present  number  allowed  by  law,  as  many  Depu- 
ty Commissaries  of  Ordnance  may  be  appointed, 
not  exceeding  five,  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  deem  necessary  to  the  public  serviee, 
who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  rank,  pay,  emol- 
uments, rations,  and  forage,  as  are  provided  by 
the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement. 

Approved,  August  2, 1813. 


An  Act  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
seven  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  seven  millions  five  hundred  thous- 
and dollars,  to  be  applied,  in  addition  to  the  mo- 
neys now  in  the  Treasury,  or  which  may  be  re- 
ceived from  other  sources,  to  defray  any  expenses 
which  have  been,  or  which  may  be,  authorized 
for  the  service  of  the  years  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen  and  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  and  for  which  appropria- 
tions have  been  or  may  be  made  by  law  during 
those  years :  Provided,  That  no  engagement  or 
contract  shall  be  entered  into  which  shall  pre- 
clude the  United  States  from  reimbursing  any 
sum  or  sums  thus  borrowed,  at  any  time  after  the 
expiration  of  twelve  years,  from  the  first  day  of 
January  next. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be  constituted 
certificates  of  stock,  signed  by  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury,  or  by  a  Commissioner  of  Loans,  for  the 
sum  to  be  borrowed  by  this  act,  or  for  anyjpart 
thereof,  and  the  same  to  be  sold :  Pratrided,  Thait 
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no  saeh  certificate  shall  be  sold  at  a  rate  less  tban 
«ighty-ejght  per  centam,  or  eighty^ight  dollars 
in  money  for  one  hundred  dollars  in  stock.  And 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  cause  to  be 
laid  before  CoogresS)  on  the  first  Monday  in  Feb- 
ruary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteeq. 
or  as  soon  thereafter  as  Congress  may  be  in  ses- 
sion, an  account  of  all  the  moneys  obtained  by 
the  sale  of  the  certificates  of  stock  in  manner 
aforesaid,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  rate 
Vt  which  the  same  may  have  been  sold. 

9bc.  3.  And  be  it  juriher  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
atiUiorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  etnploy  an  a|^ntor  agents 
for  the  purpose  of  ootaining  subscriptions  to  the 
loan  authorized  by  this  act,  or  of  selling  any  part 
of  the  stock  created  by  virtue  thereof.  A  com- 
imitsion  not  exceeding  one-quarter  of  one  per 
Mnt.  on  the  amount  thus  sold,  or  for  which  sub- 
•eriptions  shall  have  been  thus  obtained,  may,  bv 
theSeeretary  of  the  Treasury,  be  allowed  to  such 
agent  or  agents;  and  a  sum  not  exceeding  twen- 
ty-two thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  anjr 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, is  hereby  appropriated  for  pay^ing  the 
amount  of  such  commission  or  commissions  as 
may  be  thus  allowed,  and  also  for  defraying  the 
lekJMBnses  of  printing  and  issuing  the  subscription 
certificates,  and  certificates  of  stock,  and  other 
•eiipenaes  incident  to  the  receiving  of  subscrip- 
tions, and  completing  the  loan  authorized  by  this 
tet. 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  so 
ttraeh  of  the  funds  constituting  the  annual  appro- 
priation of  eight  millions  of  dollars  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
debt  of  the  United  States^  as  may  be  wanted  for 
■Uuit  purpose,  after  sathfyiag  the  sums  neaessary 
Tor  the  payineat  of  the  mtseiestaod  such  part  of 
the  principal  of  said  debt  as  the  United  States  are 
now  pledged  annually  to  pay  or  reimburse,  is 
liereby  pledged  and  appropriated  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest,  and  for  the  reimbursement  of  the 
principal  of  the  stock  which  may  be  created  by 
Tirtue  of  this  act.  It  shall  accordingly  be  the  du- 
ty of  the  Commissioners  of  the  SinKing  Fund  to 
cause  to  be  applied  and  paid  out  of  the  said  fund, 
yearly,  such  sum  and  sums  as  may  be  annually 
wanted  to  discharge  the  interest  accruing  on  the 
said  stock,  and  to  reimburse  the  principal  as  the 
same  shall  become  due,  and  may  be  aischarged 
in  conformity  with  the  terms  of  the  loan ;  and 
they  are  further  authorized  to  apply,  from  time 
to  time,  such  sum  or  sums,  out  of  the  said  fund,  as 
they  may  think  proper,  towards  redeeming  by 
purchase,  and  at  a  price  not  above  par,  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  said  stock,  or  any  part  thereof.  And 
the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  pledged 
to  establish  sufficient  revenues  for  making  up  any 
deficiency  that  may  hereafter  take  plaoe  in  the 
ifunds  hereby  appropriated  for  paying  the  said  in- 
terest  and  principal  sums,  or  any  of  theoh,  in  man- 
ner aforesaid. 

Sao.  5.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  of  the  banks  in  the  District  of 


Columbia  to  lend  any  part  of  the  sum  auihonzedl 
to  be  borrowed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  anything  ia 
any  of  their  charters  of  incorporation  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 
Approved,  August  2, 1813. 

An  Act  laying  duties  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers,  and 

certain  companic|i ;  on  notes,  bonds,  and  obligations 

discounted  by  banks,  bankers,  and  certain  compa- 
nies ;  and  on  bills  of  exchange  of  certain  dMcnp- 

tions. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  from  and  after  the  last 
day  of  December  next,  there  shall  be  levied,- col- 
lected, and  paid,  throughout  the  United  Sutes, 
the  several  stamp  duties  following,  viz:  For  every 
skin  or  piece  of  vellum,  or  parcHiment,  or  sheet, 
or  piece  of  paper,  upon  which  shall  be  written  or 
printed  any  or  either  of  the  instruments  of  writing 
following,  to  wit : 

On  any  promissory  note  or  notes,  payable  either 
to  bearer  or  order,  issued  by  any  of  the  hanks  or 
companies  who  issue  and  discount  notes,  bonds, 
or  obligations,  either  incorporated  or  not  incor- 
porated, which  now  are  or  may  hereafter  -he  es- 
tablished in  the  United  States,  or  by  any  banker 
or  bankers,  according  to  the  following  stale,  viz : 

If  not  exceeding  one  dollar,  one  cent. 

If  above  one  dollar,  and  not  exceeding  two  dol- 
lars, two  cents. 

It  above  two  and  not  exceeding  three  dollars, 
three  cents. 

If  above  three  and  not  exceeding  five  dollars, 
five  cents. 

If  above  five  and  not  exceeding  ten  dollars,  ten 
cents. 

If  above  ten  and  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars, 
twenty  cents. 

If  above  twenty  and  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars, 
fifty  cents. 

If  above  fifty  and  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
dollars,  one  dollar. 

If  above  one  hundred  and  not  exceeding  five 
hundred  dollars,  five  dollars. 

If  above  five  hundred  and  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars,  ten  dollars. 

If  above  one  thousand  dollars,  fifty  dollars. 

On  any  bond,  obligation,  or  promissory  note  or 
notes,  not  issued  by  any  bank,  companies,  or 
banker  as  aforesaid,  discounted  by  any  such  bank, 
companies,  or  banker,  and  on  any  foreign  or  in^ 
land  bill  or  bills  of  exchange  above  fiAy  dollars, 
and  havin^^  one  or  more  endorsers,  according  to 
the  following  scale,  viz : 

If  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  five  cents. 

If  above  one  hundred  and  not  exceeding  two 
hundred  dollars,  ten  cents. 

If  above  two  hundred  and  not  exceeding  fire 
hundred  dollars,  twenty-five  cents. 

If  above  five  hundred  and  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars,  fifty  cemts. 

If  above  one  thousandand  not  exceeding  fifteoi 
hundred  dollars,  9a  ven  ty^  ve  cants. 

If  above  fifleea  hundred-andodt  exceeding  two 
thousand  dollars,  one  dollar. 

If  above  two  thousand  and  not  exoeediof  4lirce 
thousand  dollars,  one  dollar  and  ^ty  a 
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If  tboTe  thiiM  tkovsiuHi  wid  ooi  raaeedin^  l«ur 
ihottsftAd  dolkra,  two  dolUrt. 

If  above  foor  thoimod  and  DOt  exceeding  fire 
thoasand  dollars,  two  deUars  aad  fifty  eeiita. 

If  above  fire  thousaad  and  notexceediag  serea 
thousand  doUars,  three  dollars  and  fifty  ceau. 

If  ahoTe  seven  thousand  and  not  ex^eding 
eight  thoasand  dollars,  fesr  dollars. 

If  above  eight  thousand  dollars,  fi^e  dollars : 
Pr09ided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  charge  with  a  duty,  or  to  require 
10  be  stamped,  any  Treasury  or  other  note  or 
Botes  issued  for  the  use  or  benefit  of  the  United 
States,  in  pursuance  of  any  act  of  Congress,  or  to 
any  draft  or  bill  drawn  by  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Uaited  States,  or  any  check  payable  at  sight  upon 
any  bank,  eompany,  or  banker  as  aforesaid,  or  to 
charge  with  a  duty  any  second  or  other  copy  of 
a  set  of  exchange. 

Sbo  3.  And  be  it  further  enacUd^  That,  in  re- 
spect to  any  sta»p  on  an^r  of  the  notes  of  the 
banks  or  companies  aforesaid,  now  established  or 
which  may  hereafter  be  established  within  the 
United  States,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  agree  to  an  annual  oomposi- 
lioa,  in  lieu  of  such  stamp  duty,  with  aav  or  the 
said  banks  or  companies,  of  one  aad  a  half  per 
aeatum  on  the  amount  of  the  annual  dividend 
made  by  such  banks  to  their  stockholders  respect- 
ively. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enaet^  That  the 
several  duties  aforesaid  shall  be  i^rkd,  collected, 
reoeived,  and  accounted  for,  by  and  under  the 
immediate  direction  and  management  of  the  ool- 
ieotors  appointed  under  the  act  entitled  ^  An  act 
ibr  the  assessment  and  collection  of  direct  taxes 
and  internal  duties,"  within  their  respective  dis- 
tricts, subject  to  the  superintendence,  control,  and 
direction  of  the  Treasury  Department,  aceordiM; 
to  the  respective  authorities  and  duties  of  the  offi- 
cers thereof. 

Sxo.  4.  And  be  Ujurther  enactedj  That  it  shall 
he  the  duty  of  the  Conuaissioner  ot  the  Revenue 
to  cause  to  be  provided  so  many  marks  and  stamps, 
differing  from  each  other,  as  shall  correspond  with 
the  several  rates  of  duty  aforesaid ;  M^at  is  to  say, 
one  mark  or  stamp  for  each  distinct  rate  of  duty ; 
with  which  marks  and  stamps,  respectively,  shall 
be  marked  or  stamped  all  vellum,  parchment,  or 
paper,  upon  which  shall  be  written  or  printed  all 
or  any  of  the  several  instruments,  writings,  mat- 
ters, and  things  hereinbefore  enumerated  and 
charged,  according  to  the  nature  and  description 
of  each  of  the  said  instruments,  writings,  matters, 
and  things  as  are  hereinbefore  specified  and  de- 
scribed; which  said  several  marks  and  stamps 
shall  be  notified  by  a  public  notification  or  adver- 
tisement, to  be  issued  by  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Revenue,  and  inserted  in  at  least  one  newspaper 
printed  in  each  Statc^  and  foe  not  less  than  three 
months  belbre  the  said  last  day  of  December  next, 
to  the  end  that  all  persons  may  have  due  notice 
thereof^  and  which  said  marks  and  stamps,  or 
any  of  them,  shall  or  may  be  altered  or  renewed, 
from  time  to  time,  as  the  said  Commissioner  of 
4he  Revenue  shall  think  fit,  so  that  like  public 


notification  thereof  be  made  for  a  term  not  less 
than  three  months  before  such  new  stamps  Of 
marks  shall  besin  to  be  used. 

Sfio.  5.  Andoe  it  further  enacted.  That,  when 
any  person  or  persons  shall  deposite  any  vellum, 
parchment,  or  paper  at  the  office  of  an3r  collector 
aforesaid,  accompanying  the  same  with  a  list 
which  shall  specify  the  number  and  denomina- 
tion of  the  stamps  or  marks  which  are  to  he 
thereto  affixed,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
collector  to  transiHit  the  same  to  the  office  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  where  such  paper^ 
parchment,  and  vellum  shall  be  properly  marked 
or  stamped,  and  forthwith  sent  back  to  the  said 
collector,  who  shall  thereupon  collect  the  duties, 
and  deliver  the  velkim,  parchment,  and  paper, 
pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  person  from  whom  it 
was  received* 

Sno.  6.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  if  any 
person  or  persons  smU  write  or  print,  or  cause  to 
be  written  or  printed,  upon  any  unstamped  vellum, 
parchment,  or  paper,  (with  intent  fraudulently  to 
evade  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act,)  any  of-  the 
matters  and  things  for  which  the  said  vellum, 
parchment,  or  paper  is  hereby  charged  to  pay  any 
duty ;  or  shall  write  or  print,  or  cause  to  be  writ- 
tea  or  primed,  any  matter  or  thing  upon  any  vel- 
lum, parchment,  or  paper  that  shall  be  mhrkedor 
stamped  ft>r  any  lower  doty  than  the  duty  by  this 
aet  payable ;  or  shall  write  or  print,  or  cause  to 
be  written  or  printed,  on  vellum,  parchment,  or 
P9per  duly  stamped,  any  matters  or  things  in  re- 
spect whereof  a  duty  is  payable  as  aforesaid,  at  a 
distance  from  the  stamps  or  marks  impressed  upon 
the  said  vellum,  parohmeoi,  or  paper,  with  tnt^K 
again  to  use  the  said  stama  velkmi}  parchment, 
or  paper,  or  with  intent  fraudulently  to  evade  the 
duties  imposed  by  this  act ;  or  shall  write  or  print, 
or  cause  to  be  written  or  printed,  any  matters  or 
things  in  respect  whereof  a  duty  is  payable,  on 
any  piece  of  stamped  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper 
whereon  there  shall  have  been  before  written  or 
printed  any  other  matter  or  thing  in  reepeet 
whereof  a  duty  is  payable  by  this  act,  before  su^ 
vellum,  parchment,  or  paper  shall  have  been  again 
duly  marked  or  stamped  according  to  this  act, 
such  person  so  offending  shall,  for  everv  such 
offence,  forfeit  the  sum  ^  one  hundred  dollars; 
and  in  case  any  clerk,  officer,  or  person  who,  in 
respect  of  any  puhlic  office  or  employment,  is  or 
shall  be  authorized  or  instructed  to  make,  wrife, 
or  print  any  instrument  or  writings  by  this  act 
charged  to  pay  a  duty  as  aforesaid,  shall  he  guilty 
of  any  fraud  or  practice  to  defraud  or  deprive  the 
United  States  of  any  duty  by  this  act  payable,  by 
making,  writing,  or  printing  any  such  instrument 
or  writing,  or  causing  the  same  to  be  made,  writ- 
ten, or  printed  upon  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper, 
not  marked  or  stamped  according  to  this  act,  (or 
upon  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper  onrked  4r 
stamped  with  any  mark  or  stamp  which  he  shall 
know  to  be  counterfeited,)  or  by  writing  or  print- 
ing any  such  instrument  or  other  wriiing  upon 
vellum,  parchment,  or  paper  that  shall  be  mackcd 
or  stamped  for  a  lower  duty  as  aforesaid,  every 
such  clerk,  officer,  or  persan  ao  guilty,  and  bciag 
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thereof  la  wfallf  cetiTieted,  shall,  iDstead  of  the  pen- 
alty aforesaid,  forfeit  aod  pay  the  som  of  five  han- 
dred  dollars;  and,  if  an  officer  of  the  United  Stares, 
shall,  in  addition  thereto,  forfeit  his  office,  and  be 
disabled  to  hold  or  enjoy  the  same  for  the  future. 
Sbc.  7.  And  be  U  Juriher  enacted,  That  no  in- 
strument or  writing  whatsoever,  charged  by  this 
aol  with  the  payment  of  a  duty  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  pleaded  or  given  in  evidence  in  any  court,  or 
admitted  in  anv  court  to  be  available  in  law  or 
eouity,  unless  the  same  shall  be  stamped  or  mark- 
ed as  aforesaid :  Provided,  That  if  any  such  in- 
strument or  writing  shall  have  been  written  or 
printed  upon  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper,  not 
marked  or  stamped  according  to  this  act,  or  upon 
vellum,  parchment,  or  paper  marked  or  stamped 
for  a  lower  duty  than  ought  to  be  paid  upon  the 
same,  then,  and  in  such  case^  it  shall  be  lawAtl 
for  the  person  or  persons  holding  such  instrument 
or  writing  to  pay  to  the  collector,  within  whose 
collection  district  such  person  or  persons  shall  re- 
side, the  duty  chargeable  by  law  on  such  instru- 
ment or  writing,  together  with  ten  dollars  in  ad- 
dition thereto;  which  duty  and  additional  sum 
of  ten  dollars,  such  collector  is  hereby  authorized 
and  required  to  receive,  and  without  fee  or  re- 
ward to  endorse  a  receipt  therefor  under  his  band, 
upon  some  part  of  such  instrument  or  writing ; 
after  which  endorsement,  and  not  otherwise,  such 
instrument  or  writing  shall  be  to  all  intents  and 

Purposes  as  valid  and  available  as  if  the  same  had 
een  or  were  stamped  or  marked  as  by  this  act 
required.  The  sums  thus  received  by  each  col- 
lector, in  virtue  of  this  section,  shall  be  accounted 
for  and  paid  over  in  the  same  raaniier  as  other 
moneys  received  for  stamp  duties,  and  in  such 
form  and  under  such  regulations  as  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  Treasury  Department.  And  if 
any  person,  with  intent  to  defraud  the  United 
States  of  any  sum  of  moneys  directed  to  be  paid 
by  this  act,  shall  counterfeit  or  forge,  or  cause  or 
procure  to  be  counterfeited  or  forged,  any  receipt 
or  endorsement  provided  for  and  directed  by  this 
section,  or  shall  utter,  pass  away,  vend,  or  offer  in 
evidence  in  any  court  of  justice  any  such  forced 
or^  counterfeit  receipt  or  endorsement,  knowing 
the  same  to  be  forged  or  counterfeit,  then  every 
person  so  offending  and  being  thereof  convicted 
in  due  form  of  law,  shall  be  adjudged  to  be  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  subject  to  be  fined 
in  any  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars, 
and  to  be  imprisoned  for  any  term  not  exceeding 
seven  years. 

Sbc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  last  day  of  December  next,  no  bank 
or  companies  aforesaid  now  established,  or  which 
shall  be  hereafter  established,  which  shall  not 
have  compounded  for  the  duty  hereby  required, 
shall  is^ue  any  bank  bill  or  promissory  note,  un- 
less upon  paper  duly  stamp^  and  whereon  the 
respective  duties  shall  have  been  paid ;  and  if  the 
officer  of  any  such  bank,  or  any  person  or  persons 
employed  therein,  shall  thereafter  issue  any  bill  or 
note  not  duly  stamped  as  aforesaid,  he  or  they 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  equal  to  the  value  of 
the  bill  or  note  so  issned. 


Sbo.  9.  And beit  further  tnacteij  That  «rery 
person  who  shall  be  employed  fbr  the  mukiBgmt 
stampiMp  of  vellum,  pavchmeat,or  paper  as  afore* 
said,  before  his  acting  in  the  marking  or  stampiaf^ 
of  the  said  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper^  shall  take 
the  following  oath  or  affirmation :  "1  [insert  here 
the  name  of  the  person]  do  solemnly  swear  [or 
affirm  as  the  case  may  be]  that  I  will,  according 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  skill,  faithfully, 
honestly,  and  carefully  execute  the  trust  repoaea 
in  me,  and  will  truly  mark  or  stamp  all  vellom, 
parchment,  or  paper,  which  I  shall  be  required  or 
directed  to  mark  or  stamp,  and  will  render  a  true 
and  exact  account  thereof  to  the  proper  officer  or 
officers." 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  collectors  shall,  from  time  to  time,  for  the 
better  execution  of  their  several  duties  and  tmsta, 
observe  and  execute  such  directions  as  they  respect- 
ively shall,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from  the 
Department  of  the  Treasury;  which  Department 
shall  take  care  that  the  several  parts  of  the  United 
States  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  sufficieatly 
furnished  with  vellom,  parchment,  and  pftjier, 
stamped  or  marked  as  aforesaid,  so  that  the  citi- 
zens thereof  may  have  it  in  their  election  to  buy 
the  same  of  the  cheers  or  persons  to  be  employed 
in  and  about  the  execution  of  this  act,  at  the 
usual  or  most  common  rates  above  the  said  duty, 
or  to  brinff  their  own  vellum,  parchment,  or  paper 
to  be  niariced  or  stamped  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enaa^ed,  That  when- 
ever any  person,  other  than  officers  employed  in 
collecting  the  revenue  of  the  United  States,  shall 
apply  to  any  collector  aforesaid,  at  the  office  of 
such  collector,  for  the  purchase,  at  one  time^  of 
any  quantity  of  vellum,  parchment  or  paper, 
stamped  and  marked  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  the 
whole  amount  of  the  duties  on  which  quantity 
shall  be  ten  dollars  or  upwards,  such  collector 
shall  be,  and  hereby  is  authorized,  and  required 
to  deliver  such  person  such  quantity  of  vellum, 
parchment,  or  paper  stamped  as  aforesaid,  the 
said  person  paying  down  the  amount  of  the  said 
duties,  after  deducting  therefrom  seven  and  one 
half  per  centum  on  such  amount,  which  deduc- 
tion the  said  collector  is  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  allow. 

Seo.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  afi 
the  paper  wanted  for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  ex- 
cepting paper  fbr  bank  notes.  shaU  be  furnished 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  States  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  who  is  hereby  authorized 
to  employ  annually  a  sufficient  sum  for  that  pur- 
pose, which  sum,  as  well  as  an  annual  sum  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  dies  and  of  stamping  the  paper.  shaU 
be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  aforesaid,  in 
their  respective  districts,  and  they  are  hereby  ao- 
thorized  to  collect  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act, 
and  to  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of  the  sam^ 
and  for  the  recovery  of  any  sum  or  sums  which 
may  be  forfeited  by  virtue  of  this  act.    And  aH 
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%x^  penalties,  and  forfaitarts,  wbick  tball  be  to- 
aorrca  by  fofde  of  (his  act,  shall  aod  maf  be  sued 
for  aod  recovered  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  collector  aforesaid  within  whose 
district  an)r  sach  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall 
hare  been  incurred,  by  bill,  plaint,  or  information, 
one  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 
person  who,  if  a  collector  aforesaid,  shall  first  dis- 
cover, if  other  than  a  collector  aforesaid,  shall 
first  inform  of  the  cause,  mauer.or  thing,  where- 
by 9MJ  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  shall  have 
been  incurred ;  and  where  the  cause  of  action  or 
complaint  shall  arise  or- accrue  more  than  fifty 
miles  distant  from  the  nearest  place  by  law  estab- 
lished for  the  holding  of  a  district  court  within 
the  district  in  which  the  same  shall  arise  or  ac- 
crae,  such  suit  and  recovery  may  be  had  before 
any  court  of  the  Sute  holden  within  the  said  dis- 
trict, having  jurisdiction  in  like  cases. 

Sac.  14.  And  he  itfuHher  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  in  force  until  the  termination 
of  the  war  in  which  the  United  States  are  now 
engaged  with  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and 
for  one  year  thereafter,  ana  no  longer* 

Approved,  August  2, 1913. 

An  Act  making  additional  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  Oovemment  daring  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  in  addition  to  the  sums 
appropriated  by  the  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government  tor  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  the  follow- 
ing sums  be  and  they  are  hereby  respectively  ap- 
'  propriated,  that  is  to  say : 

For  expenses  of  intercourse  with  foreign  na- 
tions, in  addition  to  the  sum  heretofore  appropri- 
ated, the  sum  of  thirty-eight  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  sea- 
men, in  addition  to  tne  sums  heretofore  appropri- 
ated, the  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  fitting  up  four  rooms  in  the  building  pur- 
chased by  the  United  States,  where  the  general 
post  office  is  held,  for  the  use  of  the  superintend- 
ent general  of  military  supplies,  two  thousand 
thirty  nine  dollars  and  twelve  and  an  half  cents. 
For  books,  stationery,  furniture,  wood,  and 
other  contingent  expenses,  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the 
several  sums  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  paid 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Approved,  August  2, 1813. 


every  prisoner  by  them  captured  and  brought  into 
port,  and  delivered  to  an  agent  authorised  to  re- 
ceive them  in  any  port  of  the  United  States ;  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  author^ 
ized  and  required  to  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  to 
such  owners,  officers,  and  crews  of  private  armed 
vessels  commissioned  as  aforesaid,  or  their  agent 
the  aforesaid  bounty  for  each  prisoner,  captured 
and  delivered  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the 
sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars^  out  of  an^  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  be 
and  the  same  19  hereby  appropriated. 

Approved,  August  3, 1813. 


An  Act  allowing  a  bounty  to  owners,  officers,  and 
crews  of  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
8utes« 

Be  itenacted,^  That  a  bounty  of  twenty-five 
dollars  be  paid  to  the  owners,  officers,  and  crews 
of  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
commissioned  as  letter  of  marque,  for  each  and 


An  Act  making  further  provision  for  the  coUeetioo  of 
internal  duties,  and  for  the  appointment  and  com- 
pensation of  assessors. 

Be^ enacted,  ^.,  That  the  collectors  appointed 
under  the  act,  entitled  ^'An  act  for  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties,^ 
shall  be  charged,  under  the  direction  and  superin- 
tendence of  the  Treasury  Department,  with  the 
eolleetioa  in  their  several  districu,  as  defined  in 
the  said  act,  of  the  duties  on  sales  at  auction  of 
merchandise^  and  of  ships  and  vessels ;  on  sugar 
refined  within  the  United  States;  on  carriages 
/or  the  conveyance  of  persons ;  on  licenses  to  re- 
tail dealers  in  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  far- 
ei|p  merchandise ;  on  licenses  to  distillers  of 
spirituous  liquors ;  and  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers, 
and  certain  companies ;  on  notes,  bonds,  and  obli- 
gations discounted  bv  banks,  bankers,  and  certain 
companies,  and  on  Dills  of  exchange  of  eertain 
descriptions;  and  the  bonds  which  the  said  col- 
lectors under  the  aforesaid  act  are  required  to 
ffive  for  the  true  and  faithful  discharge  of  their  of- 
fices shall  be  deemed  to  extend  to  aod  include  the 
due  collection  and  payment  over  of  the  monevs 
arising  within  their  respective  districu  from  the 
several  duties  above  recited :  and  in  case  of  fail- 
ure in  the  said  due  collection  and  payment,  the 
said  bonds  shall  be  deemed  to  be  forfeited  to  the 
United  States,  and  may  be  sued  and  judgment 
recovered  thereupon  in  the  manner  pointed  out 
by  this  act. 

Sic.  2.  And  be  it  fiarther  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  divide,  respectively,  the  several  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  and  the  District  of 
Columbia  into  convenient  districts,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  collecting  the  internal  duties  above  spe- 
cified, and  to  nominate  and  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate  appoint  a  collector  for 
every  such  disuict :  Promded,  That  any  oi  the 
said  Territories,  a^  well  as  the  said  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, may,  if  the  President  shall  think  it  proper 
be  erected  into  one  collection  district  only  :  And 
provided  al$o,  That  if  the  appointment  of  the 
said  collectors,  or  any  of  them  shall  not  be  nuide 
during  the  pesent  session  of  Congress,  the  Presi- 
dent shall  be  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to 
make  such  appointment  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  by  granting  commissions  which  shall  ex* 
pire  at  the  end  of  their  next  seesion^ 
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Sib.  3.  And  be  U  fmikar  tnmcted,  That  the 
^ertral  daties  laid  by  the  acts,  t&titkd  "Ad  act 
Uying  duties  on  sales  at  auetian  of  naerchaodise 
and  of  ships  and  vessels;"  "An  act  laying  duties 
on  sugar  refined  within  the  United  States;"  '*An 
act  laying  duties  on  carriages  for  the  conrreyance 
of  persons ;"  ^'An  act  laying  duties  on  licenses  to 
retail  dealers  in  wines,  spiritooos  liquors,  and 
foreign  merchandise ;"  "An  act  laying  duties  on 
licenses  to  distiikrs  of  spirituous  liquors;"  and 
"An  act  laying  duties  on  notes  of  banks,  bankers, 
and  certain  companies ;  on  notes,  bonds,  and  ob- 
licpitions  discounted  by  banks,  bankers,  and  cer- 
tam  companies,  and  on  bills  of  exchange  of  cer- 
tain descriptions,"  shall  be  laid  and  coUected  in 
the  several  Territories  of  the  United  States  and  in 
the  District  of  Colombia,  in  the  same  manner  and 
imder  the  same  penalties  as  is  porided  by  the  said 
acts  respeptively ;  which  said  acts  shall  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  and  in  every  fespect  and 
imrticular,  apply  and  estend  to  the  several  Tet^ 
ritories  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Sec.  4.  Andbe  it  further  enacted^  That  each  of 
the  collectors  thus  appointed  within  the  several 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  each  collector  appointed  in  any 
State,  which  shall  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct 
tax  within  the  United  Sutes,"  pay  its  quota  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  whereby  the 
eoUectioii  by  the  several  collectors  of  the  quotas 
of  the  said  direct  tax  imposed  upon  the  several 
counties  or  districts  of  such  State,  shall  become 
aanecessary,  shall,  within  three  months  ifter  being 
thereto  required,  give  a  bond  with  sureties,  to  be 
approved  by  the  Comptrolier  of  the  Treasury,  for 
the  true  and  faithful  execution  of  his  office,  and 
aettlemenl  of  his  acconnts  aeeordinff  to  law,  in  a 
•am  not  less  than  three  thousand  ddlars;  which 
bond  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury,  to  be  by  him  put  in  suit  for  the 
benefit  of  the  United  States,  upon  any  breach  of 
the  conditions  thereof. 

SxG.  6.  And  he  itjurther  enacted^  That  if  any 
collector  of  internal  daties  within  the  United 
States,  or  the  Territories  thereof,  shall  neg^t  or 
sefuse  for  more  than  three  months  to  make  up 
and  render  to  the  proper  officers  his  accoants  of 
all  duties,  collected  or  secured,  pursuant  to  such 
forms  as  may  be  prescribed  aecording  to  law,  or 
to  verify  sach  accounu  on  oath  or  affirmation,  if 
thereto  required,  or  to  pay  over  the  moneys  which 
ehill  have  been  coUected,  hie  bond  shall  be  deemed 
ibarfeited,  and  judgment  thereon  shall  and  \may 
he  taken  at  the  return  term,  on  motion  to  be  made 
in  open  conrt  by  the  attorney  of  the  United  States, 
unless  sufficient  cause  to  the  contrary  be  shown 
to  and  allowed  by  the  court:  Pr&tided  aiwaye, 
•Thai  the  writ  of  process  in  suoh  ease  shall  have 
been  executed  at  least  fourteen  days  before  the 
mutn  day  thereof. 

Sao.  6.  Jhid  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
ftmottot  of  all  debts  due  to  the  United  States  by 
.any  edleetoc  of  internal  duttee,  wbether  secured 
by  bond  or  otherwise,  shall,  and  hereby  is  declared 


to  be  a  lien  upon  the  lands  and  veal  estate  of  svek 
collector,  and  of  his  sureties,  if  he  shall  bavegii^ett 
bond,  from  the  time  when  a  suit  shall  be  insticu- 
ted  for  recovering  the  same;  and  for  want  of 
goods  and  chattels  or  other  personal  effeeu  ef 
such  collector  or  his  sureties,  to  satisfy  any  jiijig- 
ment  which  shall  or  may  be  recovered  against 
them  respectively,  such  lands4ind  real  estates  may 
be  sold  at  public  auction,  after  being  advertised 
for  at  least  three  weeks  in  noless  than  three  pi^ 
lie  places  within  the  collection  district,  and  in  one 
newspaper  printed  In  the  county,  if  any  there  be, 
at  least  six  weeks  prior  to  the  time  of  sale ;  and 
for  all  lands  or  real  estate  sold  in  pursonnee  of 
the  authority  aforesaid,  the  conveyances  of  the 
marshals,  or  their  deputies,  executM  in  due  form 
of  law,  shall  give  a  valid  title  against  all  persons 
claiming  under  such  collector  or  his  soneties  re- 
spectively. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  muLded.  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  collectors  of  direct  tax  and 
internal  duties  the  following  commissions  on  the 
moneys  received  and  accounted  for  by  tbeoi,  vix: 
On  the.moneys  arisinr  from  the  dired  tax  in  ^eteh 
and  every  collection  district,  where  the  qoeta  ef 
such  district.shall  not  exceed  ten  thousand  dollars, 
eight  per  cent.;  where  the  qnota  shall  exceed 
ten  thousand  dollars,  and  shall  not  exceed  fifteen 
thousand  dollars,  seven  per  cent. ;  where  the  quota 
shall  exceed  fifteen  thousand  dollars, -and  shall 
not  exceed  twenty  thousand  dollars,  six |ier  cent.; 
where  the  quota  shall  exceed  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  and  shall  not  exceed  fifty  thousand  doOars, 
four  per  cent. ;  where  the  quota  shall  exceed  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  three  per  cent. ;  and  on  moneys 
arising  from  internal  duties,  six  per  cent.:  Pnh- 
vided^  That  the  commissions  herein  allowed  for 
the  coUectiou  of  the  direct  tak  and  internal  dotiea 
shall  in  no  case  exceed  four  thousand  dollars  to 
any  collector. 

Beo.S.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Th9X  it  shwH 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes 
to  apportion  and  distribute,  annually,  a  sum,  not 
exceeding  in  the  whole  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars, among  such  collectors  as,  for  the  exeeotioa  of 
the  public  service,  it  shall  appear  to  him  necessair 
so  to  compensate,  in  addition  to  the  other  emoi- 
uments  to  which  they  are  entitled:  Provided^ 
That  no  such  allowance  or  distribution  shall  ex- 
ceed two  hundred  and  fiAy  dollars  to  any  one 
collector,  nor  shall  be  made  to  any  collector  whose 
gross  emoluments, other  than  this  allowance, shall 
amount  to  one  thousand  dollars  a  year  ;  nor  shall, 
when  added  to  the  other  gross  emol undents  ot 
such  collector,  exceed  one  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  emicted^  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  to  each  collector  for  measuring, 
according  to  law,  each  still  or  boiler  employed 
for  the  purpose  of  distillation,  being  under  the 
caiyioity  of  one  hundred  ^llens.  sixty  cents ;  w&k 
for  each  still  or  boiler  as  aforesaid,  of  the  capacity 
of  one  hundred  gallons  ormore,  seventy-five  cents. 
And  the  necessary*  expenses -of  proevrifig  beoka 
sMtienery,  printed  form^,  certificates,  and  oihtr 
documents  necessary  for  the  eoUeetion  of  the  n- 
tcmal  revenues  a»d  direct  tax.  shaU  and  may  be 
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aUoiMd  to  tfaetolltetoiif  Ip  the  Mttlement  of  their 
aceooots. 

fiBO.  10.  And  be  Ufieiker  enaoUd,  That  e^h 
oalWceor  shall  be  mathorized  to  appoint,  by  an  in- 
stnraieat  or  instrameDU  onder  his  handles  many 
depucies  within  his  collection  district,  to  be  bf 
him  paid  and.eoiapensated  for  their  serrices,  as 
be  may  deemi  proper,  whose  acts  offietalljr  and 
legally  perlbnoed  shall  be  as  valid  and  available 
ia  ^"f^Jl  respect  as  if  performed  by  the  eolledor 

aeo,il.  /bi^heUfwiikaimotcUd,  That  it  shall 
be  the  d«ty  of  the  eolleetars  to  keep  accurate  ao- 
oeoBts  of  their  official  emoluments  and  ezpeo- 
ditures,  and  the  same^  after  beiagri^erifted  on  oath 
or  affirmation,  to  transmit  annually  on  the  last 
day  of  December,  or  within  forty  days  thereafter, 
under  a  penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  to  the 
Coinmissioner  of  the  Revenue ;  and  abstracts  of 
the  same  shall  be  annually  laid  befbre  Congress 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Ssa  la  Anike  itfitnOter  miaeUd,  That  if  the 
appointment  of  the  principal  asseesors  authorized 
by  the  act,  entitled  ^An  aet  for  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  direct  taxes  and  internal  duties,'' 
or  of  any  of  them,  shall  not  be  made  during  the 
nrcMBt  session  of  Congress,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shali  be  and  he  b  hereby  empow 
ered  to  make  sueh  appotatmeat,  during  the  recess 
of  the  Senate,  by  granting  commissions  which 
ehall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  session* 

8tio«  13.  Amd  be  ii  furOter  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  and  he  is 
herebv  authorized  to  augment,  in  cases  where  he 
may  nad  it  neeessaiy,  the  compensaiian  fixed  by 
llie  act  aforesaid  for  the  principal  and  assistant  as* 
aaesors,  so^  however,  as  that  no  principal  assessor 
ahall  in  aay  sueb  case  receive  more  than  theee 
hundred  dollars,  and  no  assistant  assessor  more 
thaa  oae  hundred  and  fifty  dollars* 

Approved,  August  2, 1813. 


An  Act  Is  prohibitths  ass  of  UeeasM  or  pasws  giaaled 
hy  the  anthertty  of  the  Oovemmsnt  of  the  Uaitsd 
Kingdom  of  Great  Briftsia  sad  IrsUnd. 

BeU  enaetedy  ^,  That  aay  eittzsQ  or  inhabit- 
ant of  the  United  Sutes,  or  the  IVrritories  thereof, 
who  shall  obtain  or  use,  either  directly  or  indiieet- 

a,  a  license,  paxs,  or  other  instrument  granted  by 
e  Government  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  or  by  aay  officer  or  acent 
thereof,  for  the  psoteccioa  of  aniy  ship,  vessel,  or 
merehaadisa  on  the  high  seas  or  elsewhere,  or 
fo  the  admission  of  any  ship,  vessel,  or  meeehao- 
dise,  into  any  port  or  place  whatever;  and  aay 
citizen  or  inhabitant  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  be 
either  directly  or  iodirectljr  concerned  or  assisting 
io  obtaining,  using,  granung,  or  selling  any  such 
Ikense,  pass,  or  instrument,  shall,  upon  convic- 
tion, for  every  such  affiBsee,  forfeit  a  sum  equal 
to  twice  the  value  of  any  such  ship,  vessel,  and 
merchandise,  and  shall  moreover  be  adjadged 
guilty  of  a  misdemeaoori  and  shall  be  fine;d  in  a 
sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand  nor  less  than 
one  thotisand  dollars;  and  any  ship,  vessel,  or 


merchandise,  owned  ia  whole  or  in  part  by  any 
citizen  or  innabitant  of ,  the  United  States,  orof 
the  Territories  thereof,  which  shall,  fire  days 
after  the  promulgation  of  this  act  in  the  nearest 
port,  be  found  in  the  waters  or  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  having  or  using  a 
license,  pass,  or  other  instrument  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  forfeited,  the  one  half  to  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  other  half  to  any  person 
or  persons  who  shall  give  infonnation  thereof, 
and  produce  or  procure  evidence  of  the  fact;  the 
duties,  if  any.  which  may  be  pavable  on  the  im» 
porta tion  of  such  merchandise,  being  previously 
paid  or  deducted  from  the  proceeds  of  such  for* 
ieiture:  Provided  however,  That  the  claim  of  aay 
such  person  or  i>ersons,  as  derived  from  this  act, 
shall  not  be  admitted  to  bar,  defeat,  or  affect  any 
forfeiture  accrued  to  the  United  States,  or  to  aa<y 
other  person,  which  shall  have  been  incurred  by 
reason  of  an  infVaction  of  any  other  law  of  the 
United  Sutes. 

Seg.  2.  And  be  it /writer  enacted,  That  any 
ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States  sailing  under, 
or  round  on  the  high  seas  using  a  license,  pass,  or- 
instrument,  as  described  in  the  preceding  seetioa 
of  this  aet,  shall  be  considered  and  held  as  sailiac 
under  the  flag  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  and  it 
shalTbe  lawful  for  the  commanders  of  the  poblie 
and  private  armed  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Territories  thereof^  to  stop  and  ex« 
amine  any  ship  and  vessel  of  the  United  States 
or  their  Territories^  on  the  high  seas  or  elsewhere, 
which  there  may  be  reasonable  grouad  to  sus* 
pect  is  sailing  under  the  protection  of,  or  using 
any  such  license,  pass,  or  other  instrument  as 
aforesaid;  and  if  upon  examination  it  shall  appear 
that  such  ship  or  vessel  is  sailing  under  the  pro-^ 
tection  of,  or  using  any  such  license,  pass,  or 
other  instrument,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  suck 
commanders,  and  of  each  of  them,  to  sehae  every 
such  ship  or  vessel,  and  send  the  same  to  any 
port  of  the  United  States  or  the  Territories  there- 
of; and  every  such  shift  or  vessel,  so  foond  sailing 
under  the  prateetioQ  ot,  or  usiag  aajr  sQoh  license, 
pass,  or  other  instrument  as  aforesaid,  shalL  u|pon 
due  proof  thereof,  before  any  court  of  the  United 
States  or  the  Territories  thereof,  having  compe- 
tent jurisdiction,  be  condemned,  together  with 
the  cargo,  and  he  forfeited  to  the  sole  use  of  the 
officers  and  crew  of  such  public  or  private  ship 
or  vessel;  and  all  forfeitures  which  shall  accrue 
and  be  recovered  in  pursuance  of  this  section, 
shall  be  distributed  according  to  the  rules  pre^ 
scribed  by  the  existing  laws,  in  cases  of  prizes 
made  from  the  enemy;  Provided,  That  nothing 
contained  in  this  act,  shall  be  so  construed  as  to 
prevent  the  acceptance  or  use  of  a  passport  or 
any  other  pJ^t  authorized  by  the  Gbvernmedt 
of  the  United  States,  or  the  aoeeptaace  or  use  of 
a  passport  granted  by  the  commander  of  any 
ship  of  war  of  the  enemy  taany  ship  or  vessel  of 
the  United  States,  which  may  have  beea  oip-^ 
tared  and  given  up  for  the  purpose  of  carryinap. 
persons. captured  by  the  enemy  to  the  United 
States. 
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8«a  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  erery 
ship  or  Tosel  belonging  wholly,  or  ia  part,  to  a 
dtizen  or  citizeDs,  lahabiiaDt  or  inhabitants  of 
the  United  Sutes,  which  shall  depart  or  clear 
out  from  any  port  or  place  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States,  afVer  the  promalgation 
of  this  act  at  such  port  or  place,  shall  be 'subject 
to  the  operation  of  the  same;  and  that  every  ship 
or  ressel  owned  as  aforesaid,  if  the  same  be  in 
any  part  of  Europe^  of  the  Mediterranean,  or  the 
western  coast  of  Africa,  or  between  the  same  and 
the  United  States,  af  the  passage  of  this  act,  after 
the  first  day  of  November  next ;  and  if  at  any 
port  or  place  to  the  east  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
tiope,  or  between  the  same  and  the  United  States, 
aAer  the  first  day  of  January  next;  and  if  in  either 
case  such  vessel  arrive  in  the  United  States  pre- 
Tioos  to  the  said  periods  respectively,  then,  after 
her  arrival,  shall  in  like  manner  be  subject  to  the 
operation  of  this  act :  Provided^  That  if  any  such 
snip  or  vessel  be,  in  either  of  the  foregoing  cases, 
delayed  by  stress  of  weather  or  other  unavoidable 
accident,  from  returning  to  the  United  States 
within  the  periods  above  stated,  the  same  shall 
not  be  subject  to  the  operations  of  this  act,  until 
a  sufficient  time  shall  have  elapsed,  af^er  a  knowl- 
edge thereof,  for  her  return  to  the  United  States : 
Ana  provided  also,  That  nothing  herein  contain- 
ed shall  be  so  construed  as  to  arrest  or  stay  any 
prosecution  or  judicial  proceeding  now  pending 
m  anv  court  of  the  United  States  or  the  Territo- 
ries thereof,  instituted  against  any  citizen  or  in- 
habitant of  the  United  States,  for  using,  or  against 
any  ship  or  vessel  belonging  wholly  or  in  part  to 
any  cttizeo  or  citizens,  inhabitant  or  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States,  for  sailing  under  the  pro- 
tection of  a  license  or  pass  granted  by  the  autnor- 
ity  of  the  GK>vernment  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  by  any  person  or 
persons  acting  under  the  authority  or  the  same. 

Approved,  August  2, 1813. 


An  Act  to  amend  and  explain  the  act  regulating  pen- 
sions to  persons  on  board  private  armed  sh^ 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  act  regulating 
pensions  to  persons  on  board  private  armed  ships 
shall  be  construed  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  place  on  the  pension  list^  under  the 
restrictions  and  regulations  of  the  said  act,  any 
officer,  seaman^  or  marine,  belonging  to  any  pri- 
vate armed  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States, 
bearing  a  commission  of  letter  of  marque,  who 
shall  have  been  wounded  or  otherwise  disabled 
in  the  line  of  their  duty  as  officers,  seamen,  or 
marines  of  such  private  armed  ship  or  vessel. 

Approved,  August  2, 1813. 

#  ^— ^■^-"" 

An  Act  giving  further  time  for  registering  claims  to 
land  in  the  late  district  of  Arkansas^  in  the  Territory 
of  Misfouri,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Be  it  enacted^  fc,  That  eYeij  person  or  per- 

•one  claiming  lands  in  the  late  district  of  Arkan- 


sas, in  the  Territory  of  Mtasouri,  who  are  meComl 

settlers  on  the  land  which  thev  claim,  and  whoae 
claims  have  not  been  heretofore  filed  with  the 
recorder  of  land  titles  for  the  Territory  of  Itti- 
souri,  shall  be  allowed  until  the  first  day  of  Jaiiii- 
ary  next,  to  deliver  notices  in  writing  and  the 
written  evidence  of  their  claims  tojhe  recorder 
of  land  titles  in  the  Territory  aforesaid;  and  the 
notices  and  evidences  so  delivered  within  the 
time  limited  by  this  act,  shall  be  recorded  in  the 
same  manner,  and  on  payment  of  the  same  fees, 
as  if  the  same  had  been  oelivered  before  the  first 
day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eight;  but  the  right  of  such  persons  as  shall  neg- 
lect so  doing,  within  the  time  limited  by  this  act, 
shall,  so  far  as  they  are  derived  from  or  founded 
OB  an^  act  of  Congress,  ever  after  be  barred  and 
become  void,  and  the  evidences  of  their  claims 
never  after  admitted  as  evidence  in  any  claim  ik 
the  United  States,  against  any  grant  derived 
from  the  United  States. 

Sfic.  2.  And  be  it  furrier  enacted,  That  the 
recorder  of  land  titles  for  the  Ttrritorr  of  Mis- 
souri shall  have  the  same  powers,  and  perform 
the  same  duties,  in  every  respect,  in  relation  to 
the  claims  that  mav  be  filed  according  to  the  pre- 
ceding section,  as  the  board  of  commissioners  for 
ascertainiaff  and  adjusting  claims  to  lands  in  the 
district  of  Louisiana  would  have  had  or  should 
have  performed,  if  such  notice  had  been  filed  and 
such  evidence  delivered  before  the  first  day  of 
July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  ex- 
cept that  his  decisions  shall  be  subject  to  the  re- 
vision of  Gooffress. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  dutv  of  the  said  recorder  of  land  titles  to 
make^  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  a  report  of  all  claims  filed  with  the  said 
recorder,  with  the  substance  of  the  evidence  in 
support  thereof;  and  also  his  opinion,  and  sneh 
remarks  respecting  the  claims  as  he  nuiy  think 
proper  to  make;  which  report,  together  with  a 
list  of  the  claims  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
said  recorder,  ought  to  be  confirmed)  shaJI  be  laid 
by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
before  Congress  for  their  determination. 

Sao.  4.  And  be  it  JurUier  enacted.  That  the 
said  recorder  shall  be  allowed  fifty  cents  for  each 
claim  on  which  a  decision  shall  be  made,  whether 
such  decision  shall  be  in  favor  or  agntott  the 
claims,  which  allowance  shall  be  in  uiU  for  lus 
services  under  this  act. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  in 
every  case  where  notice  of  the  claim  shall  have 
been  filed  under  former  laws,  and  in  which  no 
testimony  shall  have  been  produced,  the  claiai- 
lints  shall  be  allowed  until  the  first  day  of  July, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  to  pro- 
duce to  said  recorder  testimony  in  support  of  svcfc 
claims;  and  the  said  recorder  shall,  in  relation  la 
such  claims,  have  the  same ,  powers  and  perform 
the  said  dnties  as  are  required  of  him  on  claims 
filed  under  this  act. 

Approved,  August  2, 1613. 
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An  Act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ahipa  and  Teasala  in 
the  porta  and  harbors  of  the  United  Statea. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives  tf  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
Congress  assembled^  That  aa  embargo  be  and 
hereby  is  laid  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports 
and  places  within  the  limits  or  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  Statea  and  the  Territories  thereof, 
cleared  or  not  cleared ;  and  that  no  clearance  be 
furnished  to  any  ship  or  vessel,  except  vessels  in 
ballast,  with  their  necessary  sea  atores,  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  that  the  President  be  authorized 
to  give  such  instructions  to  the  officers  of  the 
revenue,  and  of  the  navy,  aod  of  the  private 
armed  vessels  and  revenue  cutlers  of  the  United 
Stales,  i|s  shall  appear  best  adapted  for  carrying 
the  same  into  full  effect:  Provided,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent 
the  departure  of  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel,  in 
ballast,  with  her  necessary  sea  stores,  and  with 
the  ^oods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  other  than 
provisions,  military  and  naval  stores,  on  board  of 
auch  foreign  ship  or  vessel  when  notified  of  this 
act,  whose  officers  and  crews  shall  consist  wholly 
of  such  foreigners  as  did  belong  to  nations  in 
amity  with  the  United  Slates  at  the  time  of  the 
arrival  of  said  ship  or  vessel  in  the  United  States, 
and  which  shall  not  have  nor  take  on  board  for 
the  voyage  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  ex* 
cept  such  as  may  produce  a  passport  therefor, 
to  be  furnished  under  the  authority  and  direction 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  And  all 
public  armed  vessels  possessing  public  commis- 
sions from  anv  foreign  Power  are  not  to  be  con- 
sidered as  liableaio  the  embargo  laid  by  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted,  That  if  any 

Krson  or  persons  shall  put,  place,  or  load,  on 
ard  any  ship,  vessel,  boat,  or  water  craft,  or 
into  any  cart,  wagon,  sled,  or  other  carriage  or 
vehicle,  or  in  any  other  manner  attempt  to  con* 
Tty  any  sfiecJe,  goods^  wareH,  merchandise,  pro- 
duce, provisions,  naval  or  military  stores^  or  any 
kind  of  live  stock,  with  intent  to  export,  trans- 
port, or  convey  the  same  withoot  the  United 
States  or  the  Territories  thereof,  to  any  for- 
eign place,  kingdom  or  eouatry,  or  with  intent  to 
convey  the  same  on  board  any  foreign  ship  or 
▼easel  within  or  without  the  limits  of  the  United 
States^  or  with  the  intent  in  any  other  manner  to 
evade  the  provisions  of  this  act,  all  such  specie, 
goods,  wares  merchandise,  produce,  provisions, 
naval  or  military  stores,  live  stock,  and  also  the 
ahip,  vessel,  boat,  water  craft,  cart,  wagoo,  sled, 
or  other  carriage  or  vehicle,  on  board,  or  on  or 
io  which  the  same  may  be  so  put,  pUced,  or  load- 
ed, as  aforesaid,  and  also  all  horses,  mules,  and 
oxen,  used  or  employed  in  conveying  the  same, 
ahall  be  forfeited  $  and  the  person  or  persons  so 
pottinff,  pUiciug,  or  loading  the  same,  as  aforesaid, 
and  aKoihe  aidera  and  ahettors  tnereio,  shall,' 


U[>on  conviction,  be  adjudged  guilty  of  a  high 
misdemeanor,  and  fined  a  sum,  by  the  court  be- 
fore which  the  conviction  is  had,  equal  to  four 
times  the  value  of  such  specie,  goods,  wares,  mer- 
chandise, produce,  provisions,  naval  or  military 
stores,  or  live  stock:  Provided,  however,  That 
this  section  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to 
any  person  or  persons  not  being  the  owner  or 
owners  of  such  specie,  goods,  wares,  merchandise, 
produce,  provisions,  naval  or  military  stores^  who 
shall  first  inform  and  make  complaint  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  district  of  sluj  such  offence  commit- 
ted within  the  same  district;  and  any  informer, 
or  informers,  not  being  the  owner  or  owners 
aforesaid,  upon  conviction  of  the  offenders,  shall 
be  entitled  to  one  half  of  the  fine  aforesaid,  when 
the  same  shall  be  received  by  the  United  States, 
and  shall  be  entitled  to  a  certificate  for  that  pur- 
pose from  the  court  before  whom  the  conviction 
shall  be  had. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
owner  or  owners,  consignee  or  factor,  of  any 
ship,  vessel,  or  boat,  which  ma]r,atthetime  when 
notice  of  this  act  shall  be  received  at  the  several 
custom-houses  respectively,  be  laden  in  whole,  or 
in  part,  shall,  on  notice  given  by  the  collector, 
either  discharge  such  cargo,  or  give  bond  with 
two  or  more  sufficient  sureties,  in  double  the 
value  of  such  vessel  and  cargo,  not  to  proceed  on 
the  intended  voyage  or  trip,  until  permitted  to  do 
so,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and  if 
the  cargo  shall  not  be  discharged  within  ten 
days,  or  the  bond  given  as  aforesaid,  the  ship, 
vessel,  or  boat  and  cargo  shall  be  wholly  forfeited. 
And  the  several  collectors  are  authorized  in  the 
meanwhile,  and  until  the  cargoes  shall  have  been 
discharged,  or  the  bond  given  as  aforesaid,  to 
take  possession  of  such  vessels,  and  to  take  such 
other  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent 
their  departure. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  may  authorize 
the  collectors  of  customs,  when,  in  his  opinion, 
it  can  be  done  without  danger  of  the  embargo 
being  violated,  and  under  such  limitations  as  he 
may  deem  expedient,  to  grant  permission  to  ves- 
sels or  boats,  whose  employment  has  uniformly 
been  confined  to  the  navigation  of  ba^s,  sounds, 
rivers,  or  lakes,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  Territories  thereof,  to  uke 
on  board,  at  any  time,  such  articles  of  domestic 
or  foreign  growth  as  may  be  designated  in  such 
permission,  bond  with  one  or  more  sufficient  sure- 
ties being  previously  given  to  the  United  States 
by  the  owoer,  owners,  consignee,  or  lactors  of 
such  vessel  or  boat,  and  by  the  master  thereof,  in 
an  amount  equal  to  three  hundred  dollars  for  each 
ton  of  the  said  vessel  or  boat,  that  such  vessel  or 
boat  shall  not,  during  the  time  limited  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  bond,  depart  from  any  district  of  tht 
United  States  without  havioj;  previously  oh- 
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taioed  a  clearance,  Dor  anttJ  i\vt  naster  or  Qont- 
mander  ihall  have  delivered  to  the  collector  or 
surveyor  of  the  port  of  departure,  a  manifest  of 
the  whole  cargo  on  board,  that  the  said  vessel  or 
boat  shall  not,  during  the  time  above-mentioned, 
proceed  to  any  other  port  or  place  than  that  men- 
tioned in  her  clearance,  nor  put  any  article  on 
board  of  any  other  vessel  or  boat,  or  be  employed 
in  any  foreign  trade;  and  that,  on  every  voya^ 
or  trip,  the  whole  of  the  cargo  shall  be  landed  in 
a  port  or  place  of  the  United  Sutes  or  the  Terri- 
tories thereof,  withhi  the  bay,  sound,  rivers,  or 
lakes  to  which  the  navigation  of  such  vessel  is 
confined,  and  the  burden  of  the  proof  of  the  land- 
ing of  the  wholie  of  any  such  carffo  in  a  i)ort  or 
place  of  the  United  States  or  the  Territories 
thereof,  within  the  bay,  sound,  rivers,  or  lakes,  to 
which  the  navigation  of  such  vessel  or  boat  is 
confined,  or  in  the  port  or  place  mentioned  in  her 
clearance,  shall,  in  case  of  any  suit  or  prosecu- 
tion instituted  on  such  bond  for  a  breacn  of  the 
conditions  thereof,  lie  upon  the  owner  or  owners, 
consignee  or  factors,  of  such  vessel  or  boat,  or  the 
master  thereof,  as  the  case  may  be :  Primded^ 
Such  prosecution  or  suit  be  instituted  within  two 
years  after  such  breach  shall  have  been  com- 
mitted. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  farther  enacted^  That  if  any 
ressel  or  boat,  not  having  received  a  permission, 
and  a  bond  not  having  been  first  given  in  the 
manner  provided  for  in  the  next  preceding  sec- 
tion, shall  take  on  board  any  article  or  articles 
prohibited  by  this  act.  such  vessel  or  boat,  togeth- 
er with  her  cargo,  shall  be  wholly  forfeited,  and 
the  owner  or  owners,  aeent,  freighter  or  factors, 
master  or  commander,  of  such  vessel  or  boat,  shall 
moreover  severally  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  equal  to 
the  value  of  the  vessel  or  boat,  and  of  the  cargo 
put  on  board  the  same. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
person  or  persons,  whose  names  do  or  may  ap« 
pear  as  owner  or  owners  of  any  ship  or  vessel 
either  on  the  certificate  of  registry,  enrolment,  or 
license  of  any  such  ship  or  vessel,  or  if  neither 
registered  or  licensed,  on  the  last  clearance  or 
custom-house  documents  issued  before  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act  for  such  ship  or  vessel,  shall  be  re- 
puted as  the  true  owner  or  owners  of  such  ship  or 
vessel,  and  be  liable  to  the  payment  of  all  penal- 
ties wnich  may  be  incurred  by  the  owners  of  such 
ship  or  vessel,  by  reason  of  any  violation  of  any 
of  the  provisions  of  this  act:  Provided^  always 
That  nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  release  any  other  person  or  persons 
from  the  payment  of  any  penalty  incurred  by  vir- 
tue of  this  act.  And  in  case  of  any  new  register 
or  license  being  granted  during  the  continuance 
of  this  act.  or  in  case  of  the  sale  of  any  ship  or 
vessel  neitner  registered  or  licensed,  a  bond  with 
one  or  more  sureties  to  the  United  States  shall, 
previous  to  the  granting  any  such  new  register 
or  license,  or  to  recognising  the  sale  of  such  ves- 
sel not  registered  or  licensed,  be  required  by  the 
orfleetor,  m  an  amount  equal  to  three  hundred 
dollars  of  each  ton  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  that  such 
ship  or  vessel  thaU  not,  during  the  continuance 


of  this  act,  coQtmveiieor  infringe  any  of  the  pro- 
visions thereof:  Pnmded^  That  nothing  hereiu 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  the 
owner  or  owners  of  any  ship  or  vessel  who  shall 
have  made  a  bona  fide  sale  of  such  such  ship  or 
vessel,  in  any  port  or  harbor  of  the  United  States, 
before  notice  of  this  act  at  such  port  .or  harbor 
respectively,  nor  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  any 
ship  Of  vessel,  in  any  foreign  port  or  place,  who 
shall  have  made  a  bona  fide  sale  thereof  before 
notioe  of  this  act :  And  provided  alio,  That  such 
bond  shall  not  release  the  owners  and  master  of 
such  ship  or  vessel,  or  any  other  person,  from  the 
obligation  of  giving  every  other  bond  required 
by  this  act. 

Sbo.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
owner  or  owners  of  all  vessels  licensed  for  fish- 
eries, or  those  bound  on  a  whaling  voyage,  and 
having  no  other  cargo  than  necessary  sea  store^^ 
salt,  and  the  usual  fishing  tackling  and  appard, 
shall  give  a  general  bond  in  four  times  the  value 
of  the  vessel  and  ear^  that  they  will  doI|  durini^ 
the  continuance  of  this  act,  proceed  to  any  /br- 
eign  port  or  place,  and  will  return  with  their  Gak* 
ing  fare  to  some  port  or  place  within  the  United 
Sutes. 

Sec.  a.  And  be  it  further  enacted  That  if  any 
ship  or  vessel  shall,  during  the  continuance  oif 
this  act,  depart  from  any  port  of  the  United 
Sutes  without  a  clearance  or  permit,  or  if  aay 
ship  or  vessel  shall,  contrary  to' the  provisions  of 
this  act^  proceed  to  a  foreign  port  or  place^  or 
trade  with,  or  put  on  board  of,  any  other  ship  or 
vessel  any  article  or  articles  prohibited  by  this 
act,  such  ship  or  vessels,  goods,  wares,  merehaii- 
disc,  produce,  provisions,  naval  or  miliury  storesi 
shall  be  whollv  forfeited  ;  and  if  the  same  shall 
not  be  seized,  the  owner  or  owners,  ai^ent,  freight- 
er, or  factors  of  any  such  ship  or  vessel  shall,  for 
every  such  ofibnce,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  equal 
to  double  the  value  of  the  ship  eiaressel  and  car- 


ffo,  and  shall  never  thereafVer  he  allowed  a  credit 
for  duties  on  any  goodsj  wares,  and  meichaBdts& 
imported  by  him  or  them  into  any  of  the  ports  or 


the  United  Sutes ;  and  the  master  or  commander 
of  such  ship  or  vessel,  as  well  as  all  other  per* 
sons  who  sbaH  knowingly  be  eoncemed  in  aay 
such  violations  of  this  act,  shall  each,  respeoiively, 
forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  thoa* 
sand  dollars  for  every  such  offence,  whether  the 
vessel  be  seized  and  condemned  or  not,  and  shall 
be  imprisoned  for  a  term  not  less  than  six  calea* 
dar  months,  nor  ei^eeding  one  year;  and  the 
oath  or  affirmation  of  any  master  or  commaniter 
knowingly  offending  against  the  provisions  ot 
this  section,  shall  ever  thereafter  be  inadmissible 
before  any  collector  of  the  eostoms  of  the  United 
Sutes. 

Sbo.  9.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  if  any 
foreign  ship  or  vessel  shall,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  this  atct,  uke  on  board  an^  specie,  goods^ 
wares,  merchandise,  produce,  provuions,  naval  or 
miliury  stores,  other  than  the  provisions  and  ssi 
stores  necessary  for  the  vojrage,  such  ship  or  i^ss- 
sel,  and  the  specie  and  cargo  on  board,  shaU  ha 
wholly  forfeited,  and  nay  be  seised  and 
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<iemDed  in  aoy  court  of  the  United  States  hav- 
iog  competeDt  jurisdiction ;  and  every  person 
concerned  in  such  onlawful  shipment,  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  for  etery  such  oflbnce. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
collectors  of  all  the  districts  of  the  United  Sutes 
and  the  territories  thereof,  shall  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  aothori2ed  to  take  into  their  custody,  any 
specie,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  produce,  pro- 
Ttsions,  naral  or  military  stores,  or  lire  stock, 
found  on  board  of  any  ship  or  reasel,  boat  or  other 
water  craft,  when  there  is  remson  to  balieve  that 
tbey  are  intended  for  exportation,  or  when  in 
▼easels,  oacts,  wagons,  sleighs,  or  in  any  other 
carriage)  or  in  any  manaer  apparently  on  their 
way  towards  the  territories  of  a  foreign  nation,  or 
the  vicinity  thereof,  or  towards  a  place  whence 
snefa  artfeles  are  intended  to  be  exported,  or  placed 
in  tbe  poasession  of  the  enemies  of  the  United 
fttates;  and  not  to  permit  such  articles  lo  be  re- 
moved, until  bond,  with  suffioieof  sureties,  shall 
]Mive  been  given  for  the  landing  or  delivery  of 
the  same  in  aome  place  of  the  United  States, 
whence,  in  the  opinion  of  the  eollecior,  there 
shall  not  be  any  danger  of  such  articles  being 

Xted  or  placed  in  the  possession  of  tbe  ene- 
of  the  United  States. 
Seo.  11.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted,  That  the 
powers  given  to  the  collectors  by  this  act,  to  re- 
fuse permission  to  put  any  cargo  on  board  any 
vasaei,  boat,  or  other  water  cran,  to  detain  any 
vessel,  or  to  take  into  their  custody  any  articles 
for  the  parpose  of  preventing  violations  of  the 
embargo,  shall  be  exercised  m  conformiiy  with 
aoeh  instructions  as  the  President  may  give,  and 
such  rules  as  he  may  prescribe  for  that  purpose, 
made  in   parsnaaae  of  the   powers  aforesaid; 
which  instructions  and  rules  the  collector  shall 
be  bound  to  obey.    And  if  any  action  or  suit  be 
brought  against  any  colleetor  or  other  person 
acting  under  the  direetiona  of,  and  in  pursuance 
of  this  act,  he  may  plead  the  general  issue,  and 
ifiwe  this  act,  and  the  instructions  and  regulations 
of  ti»e  President,  in  evidence  for  bis  justification 
and  defence.    And  any  |)erson  aggrieved  by  the 
acts  of  any  collector^  in  either  of  th^  cases  afore- 
said, may  file  his  petition  before  the  district  court 
of  tne  district  wherein  the  collector  resides,  sta- 
ting the  facu  of  his  case,  and  thereupon,  after 
due  notice  given  to  the  district  attorney  and  the 
collector,  the  said  court  may  summarily  hear  and 
adjudge  thereu|>an,  as  law  and  Justice  may  re- 
quire; and  the  judgment  of  said  court,  and  the 
reason  and  facts  whereon  it  is  grounded  shall  be 
filed  among  the  records  of  said  court;  and  if 
restoration  of  the  property  detained  or  taken  in 
custody,  or  permission  to  load,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  decreed,  it  shall  be  upon  the  party's  giving 
such  bond  with  sureties,  as  is  or  shall  be  required 
to  be  taken  in  similar  cases  by  the  collector,  and 
not  otherwise ;  but  if  the  said  court  shall  adjudge 
against  such  petition,  the  collector  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  treble  costs,  which  shall  be  taxed  for  him. 
and  execution  awarded  accordiogly  by  the  court 
Sfio.  12.  And  be  it  further  enactedy  That  i( 
13th  Com*  2d  8£as.--88 


shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  or  such  other  person  as  he  shall  have  em* 
powered  for  that  purpose,  to  employ  such  part  of 
the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  militia  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  territories  thereof,  as  may  be 
judged  necessary,  in  conformity  with  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
the  illegal  departure  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  of 
detaining,  taking  possession  of,  and  keeping  in 
custody  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  of  taking  into  cus* 
tody  and  guarding  any  specie,  goods,  wares,  mer- 
chandise, produce,  provisions,  naval  or  military 
stores,  or  live  stock,  and,  also,  for  the  purpate  of 
preventing  and  suppressing  any  armed  or  riotous 
assemblage  of  persons  resisting  the  custom-house 
officers  in  the  exercise  of  their  duties,  or  in  any 
manner  opposing  the  execution  of  this  act,  or 
otherwise  violating  or  assisting  and  abetting^  vio- 
lations of  the  same. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  fUrther  enactedj  That  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  public  and  private  armed 
vessels  of  the  United  States  to  capture  and  seize, 
on  the  high  seas  or  elsewhere,  any  ship  or  vessel 
which  shall  have  violated  any  of' the  provisions 
of  this  acL  and  to  send  the  same  into  any  port  of 
the  United  States  for  adjudication. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  fur^er  enacted,  That  all 
penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  by  force  of  this 
act,  may  be  prosecute!,  sued  for,  and  recovered 
by  action  of  debt,  or  by  indictment  or  informa^ 
tion,  as  the  case  may  require,  and  if  recovered  in 
consequence  of  any  seizure  made  hf  the  com- 
mander of  any  public  armed  vessel  of  the  United' 
States,  shall  be  distributed  according  to  the  rules 
prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the 
government  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,** 
and  if  in  consequence  of  any  seizure  made  by 
any  private  armed  vessel  of  the  United  States,  ^ 
shall  be  distributed  according  to  the  roles  pre^ 
scribed  by  the  act,  entitled  "^An  act  concerning 
letters  of  marque,  prizes,  and  prize  goods,"  and 
the  actjn  addition  thereto ;  and  if  otherwise,  shall 
be  distributed  and  accounted  for  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  regufate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,'^ 
passed  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  and  may  be  mtti* 
gated  or  remitted  in  the  manner  prescn bed  by  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  mitigating  or 
remitting  forfeitures,  penalties,  and  disabitltfes 
accruing  in  certain  cases  therein  mentioned,'' 
passed  tbe  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  ser-^ 
en  hundred  ninety-seven,  and  made  perpetual  by 
an  act  passed  the  eleventh  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred ;  and  any  officer  or  other 
person,  entitled  to  a  part  or  share  of  any  of  the 
fines,  penalties,  or  forfeitures  aforesaid,  may,  if 
necessary,  be  a  witness  on  the  trial  therefor,  but 
in  such  case  he  sMI  not  receive  any  part  or  share 
of  the  said  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  but  tbe  part 
or  share  to  which  he  would  otherwise  be  entitled 
shall  belong  to  the  United  States. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
time  during  which  this  act  shall  continue  in  force, 
shall  not  be  computed  as  making  part  of  the  term 
of  twelve  calendar  montha  during  which  goods, 
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wares,  or  merchaDdise,  imported  into  the  UDited 
States,  must  be  exported  lo  order  to  be  entitled 
to  a  drawback  of  the  duties  paid  oq  the  importa- 
tion thereof. 

Sec.  16.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  noth- 
ing in  this  act  contained,  shall  prevent  the  sail- 
ing of  any  private  armed  vessel  duly  commis- 
sioned by  any  foreign  power  in  amity  with  the 
United  States,  nor  of  anv  vessel  of  the  United 
States  duly  commissioned  by  any  foreign  power 
in  amity  with  the  United  States,  nor  ofany  ves- 
sel of  the  United  Slates  duly  commissioned  by 
virtue  of  an  act,  entitled  ''An  act  concerning  let- 
ter of  marque,  prizes,  and  prize  goods,"  passed  on 
the  twenty-sixth  day  of  Juoe^  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve:  Provided  always^  never- 
thdeis.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for,  and  the  duty 
of  all  officers  of  the  customs  and  revenue  officers 
of  the  United  States,  and  they  are  hereby  en- 
joined, to  examine,  search,  and  effectually  ascer- 
taiii  the  amountand  kind  of  articles  all  such  ves- 
sels about  sailing  may  have  on  board,  so  as  to 
prevent  their  taking  any  cargo  or  other  lading 
than  the  stores,  provisions,  armament,  furniture, 
and  equipment,  generally  proper  and  necessary 
for  sucn  vessels. 

Sbo.  17.  And  be  it  further  enadedy  That  whens- 
ever  it  shall  appear,  on  report  made  to  any  col- 
lector of  the  customs,  by  any  officer  of  the  cus- 
toms, revenue  officer,  or  other  person,  that  any 
private  armed  vessel  has  on  board  any  article  or 
articles  whatever,  goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or 
cargo  of  any  description,  intended  for  trade  or 
traffic  with  the  enemies  of  the  United  States, 
either  directly  or  intermediately  through  any 
■etitral  or  other  person  or  persons,  or  for  expor- 
Ution,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  collector, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  seize  all  such  ar- 
ticles, goods,  wares,  inerchandise,  and  cargo  of 
every  description,  and  to  have  the  same  landed 
forthwith,  to  be  proceeded  against  as  forfeited  to 
the  United  States. 

Sec  18.  And  be  itfiirther  enacted,  That  in  all 
such  cases  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  District  At- 
torney of  the  United  States,  for  the  district  within 
which  the  said  proceedings  shall  take  place,  to 
proceed  in  due  form  of  law  for  the  condemnation 
and  forfeiture  of  the  said  articles  to  the  use  of 
the  United  States. 

Sbo.  19.  And  be  U further  enacted^  That  in  all 
cases  of  condemnation  as  aforesaid,  the  captain 
or  other  commanding  officer,  and  each  and  every 
of  the  owners  of  such  private  armed  vessels,  shall 
be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  thousand 
dollars  each. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this 
act  shall  be  in  force  f/om  and  after  the  passing 
thereof,  until  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  ana  fif- 
teen, unless  a  cessation  of  hostilities  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and 
their  dependencies,  shall  take  place  before  that 
day ;  in  which  event,  or  in  any  other  event  that 
shall,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  render  the 
termination  of'the  embargo  hereby  imposed  com- 
patible with  the  public  interest,  the  President  of 


the  United  States  is  herebj  authorized  to  declare 
by  proclamation,  that  this  act  is  to  cease  and  have 
no  effect. 

H.  CLAY, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepreseniaiivet. 
J.  B.  VARNUM, 
President  pro  tempore  of  the  Smote. 
Approved,  December  17, 1813. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


An  Act  making  certain  partial  appropitatioiis  fi»r  (he 

year  one  thouaand  eight  hundr^  and  fbnrieen. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  a  sum  of  one  miHioa 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars  be  and  the  aame  b 
hereby  appropriated  towards  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  during  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
following  sums  be  appropriated  for  the  purposes 
herein  recited,  that  is  to  say :  Towards  defraying 
the  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  members 
of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  their 
officers  and  attendants,  during  the  vear  one  tboa- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  the  sum  of  fif^y 
thousand  dollars. 

Towards  defraying  the  contingent  expenses  of        ' 
the  House  of  Representatives,  during  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

Towards  defraying  the  contingent  expenses  o 
the  Senate,  during  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  three  thousand  dollars. 

Towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  the  sum  of  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  any  moneys  in  the         , 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  January  11, 1814. 

An  Act  to  am«nd  the  seventh  section  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled ^  An  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  dtreet  tax  wMiin 
the  United  States." 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  in  every  case  where 
the  Legislature  of  a  State  shall  not  convene  prior  ^ 
to  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  no  notice  of  the  assumption 
of  the  quota  of  such  Slate  of  the  direct  tax  shall 
be  deemed  necessary;  and  such  State  shall  be  ' 
allowed  until  the  twentieth  of  February  next  for 
making  payment,  and  shall  receive  thereon  the 
same  deduction  as  if  such  payment  had  been 
made  on  the  tenth  day  of  February. 

Approved,  January  17, 1814, 

An  Act  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  Statei 
to  grant  certain  permissions  to  the  inhabitants  flf        I 
the  island  of  Nantucket 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  during  the  contioo- 
ance  of  the  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships       ^ 
and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uofied 
States,  it  shall  be  lawful  Cor  the  President  of  the 
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United  Stetes/aod  be  it  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered,  when  ia  his  opioioa  the  pabiic  in- 
terest shall  not  forbid  it,  to  grant  permission,  on 
Elication  made  therefor,  to  any  inhabitant  or  in- 
abitants  of  the  island  of  Nantucket,  to  employ 
any  ship,  yessel,'or  boat,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
Teying[  from  the  main  land  to  said  island,  fuel, 
proTisions,  and  other  necessaries  for  the  subsist- 
ence of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  of  carrying 
from  Nantucket  to  the  main  land,  in  the  ship, 
ressel,  or  boat,  oil,  spermaceti  candles,  and  fish, 
under  such  regulations  and  restrictions,  and  with 
such  security  as  are  required  by  the  fourth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  **  laying  an  embiargo  on  all  ships 
and  tessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes." 
Approved,  January  2^  1814. 


An  Act  making  farther  proTision  for  filling  the  ranks 
of  Ihe  r^lar  Army,  encouraging  enlistments,  and 
aathorising  the  re-enlistments,  for  longer  periods,  of 
men  whese  terms  of  senrice  are  about  to  expire. 
Be  it  enacted,  (^c,  That,  in  order  to  complete 
the  present  Miliury  Establishment  ^o  the  full 
number  authorized  by  law  with  the  greatest  pos- 
sible despatch,  there  shall  be  paid  to  each  effectiFe 
able  bodied  man  who  shall,  after  the  first  day  of 
February  next,  be  enlisted  into  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  to  serve  for  the  term  of  five  years, 
or  during  the  war,  at  his  election,  in  lieu  of  the 
bounty  in  money  and  of  the  three  months'  pay  at 
the  expiration  of  the  service  now  allowed  by  law, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars ; 
fifty  dollars  of  which  to  be  paid  at  the  time  the 
recruit  is  enlisted,  fifty  dollars  when  he  shall  be 
mustered  and  have  joined  some  military  corps  fur 
service,  and  twenty-four  dollars  when  be  shall 
be  discharged  from  service;  and  the  wife  and 
children,  and,  if  he  leave  no  wife  or  children,  the 
parents  of  such  non-commissioned  officer  and 
soldier  enlisted  «s  hereinbefore  stated,  who  may 
be  killed  in  action,  or  die  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  sum 
of  twenty-four  dollars ;  and,  after  the  said  first 
day  of  February  next,  so  much  of  the  fourth  sec- 
tion of  the  act,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  more  per- 
fect organization  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,'' iMissed  the  twentieth  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  as  allows 
to  each  able  bodied  man  enlisted  into  the  senrice 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  manner  therein 
stated,  an  advance  of  twenty-four  dollars  on  ac- 
count of  his  pay,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
sum  of  eight  dollars  shall  be  paid  to  any  non- 
commissioned officer,  soldier,  or  citizen,  who 
shall,  after  the  first  day  of  Februarjr  next,  furnish 
and  procure  to  be  enlisted,  according  to  law,  an 
able  bodied  man  to  serve  for  the  term  of  five 
years,  or  during  the  war. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted^  That  every 
non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  and  private, 
who  has  been  recruited  in  the  regular  Army  or 
the  United  States,  under  the  authority  of  the  act 


of  the  eighth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  bun* 
dred  and  twelve,  entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to 
the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  raise  ap  additional 
military  force,'  passed  January  eleventh,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twelve,"  may  be  re- 
enlisted  for  the  term  of  five  years,  or  during:  the 
war;  and  that  every  non-commissioned  officer, 
musician,  and  private,  recruited  under  authority 
of  the  act  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  entitled 
''An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitlea  'An  act 
to  raise  an  additional  military  force,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  may  be  re-enlisted  for  five  years,  or 
during  the  war. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Don-com missioned  omeers,  musicians,  and  pri- 
vates, re-enlisted  under  the  authority  of  the  pre- 
ceding section,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  bounty  «!• 
lowed  by  this  act  to  recruits  for  five  years  or  for 
the  war. 

Approved,  January  27, 1814. 


An  Act  for  the  appointment  of  an  additional  Judge 

for  the  Missouri  Territory,  and  for  other  purpoeea. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  there  ahall  be  appointed 
an  additional  Judge  for  the  Missouri  Territory, 
who  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  unless  sooner  removed,  shall  reside  at  or 
near  the  village  of  Arkansas,  and  who  shall  pos* 
sess  and  exercise  within  'the  limits  of*  the  lite 
district  of  Arkansas,  as  fixed  and  established 
while  the  same  was  a  part  of  the  Territory  of 
Louisiana,  or  as  the  limits  shall  be  establtsbed  bf 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Missouri  Territory, 
the  jurisdiction  now  possessed  and  exercised  m 
said  district,  by  the  court  of  common  pleas,  aa 
well  as  that  possessed  and  exercised  bv  the  supe- 
rior court  within  the  said  district,  and  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  original  jurisdiction  oi  the  said 
court  of  common  meas  and  superior  court  within 
the  same:  Provided,  alwa^^  That  the  said  su- 
perior court,  or  any  Judge  thereof,  in  pursuance 
of  the  laws  now  in  force  in  said  Territory,  or  of 
any  laws  hereafter  to  be  made  for  the  purpose, 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  issue  write 
of  error  to  the  court  established  by  this  act;  and 
said  superior  court  shall  have  cognizance  thiereof. 
and  also  of  all  appeals  for  error  in  law  in  all 
causes  in  which  appeals  are  by  law  allowed  from 
the  courts  of  common  pleas  to  said  superior 
court. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  superior  court  is  hereby  authorized,  upon  the 
reversal  of  a  judgment  of  the  court  established  by 
this  act,  to  render  such  judgment  as  the  said  court 
oupfht  to  have  rendered^  except  where  the  reversal 
is  m  favor  of  the  plaintifi'in  the  original  suit,  and 
the  debt  or  damages  to  be  assessed  are  uncertam,  in 
which  case  the  cause  shall  be  remanded  for  a  final 
determination. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no 
writ  of  error  shall  operate  as  a  supersedeas,  unless 
the  plaintiff  in  error  shall  give  security,  to  be  ap- 
proved of  by  a  judge  of  the  superior  court,  to  pro- 
secute his  writ  to  effect  and  pay  the  condemna- 
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tioB  money  ancl  all  eotts,  or  oHierwite  abide  the 
jodgmeDi  whieh  may  be  rendered  oa  sueh  writ 
of  error. 

Sac.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  Tbat  the 
judge  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  thin  act  shall 
airpoint  a  cleric  of  said  eourt,  who  shall  be  com* 
misfiioned  by  the  Gkxvcrnor,  and  hold  bis  office 
during  the  teoiporary  goverqaient  of  said  Ter- 
ritory, unless  sooner  remov^ed  by  said  judge. 

Sfic  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
nid  court  established  by  this  aet  shall  hold  two 
terns  in  each  and  every  year  in  the  said  village 
of  Arkansas^  to  commeace  on  the  first  Mondays 
in  April  ana  September  annually,  and  shall  coa- 
tinue  in  secstoa  until  all  the  busineas  before  it 
shall  be  disposed  Bf :  Provided  alwaya.  That  the 
Qeneral  Assembly  of  the  said  Territory  shall  have 
powar  to  alter  the  times  and  place  of  holding  the 
said  court. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
jud|[e,  to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  shall 
receive  the  same  salary^  and  payable  in  the  same 
manner,  which  is  established  by  law  for  the  judges 
of  said  superior  court  in  the  said  Territory  of 
Mieaatm. 

Approved,  Jaottary  07, 1814. 

Aa  Act  autlMiaBg  the  President  of  the  United  Ststes 

to  cause  certain  regia^iits  thevein  mentteaed  t»  be 
.  ealisled  lor  five  yearsr  or  dariag  the  war* 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be^  and  be  hereby  is.  authorized  and 
eai powered  to  causa  to  be  enlisted,  for  the  term  of 
flTe  3renni  or  during  the  war,  the  fourteen  regi- 
mests  of  infiintry  which  are  aow  by  law  aothor- 
iaed  to  be  enlisted  for  the  term  of  one  year^  or 
aoch  number  of  them,  or  of  the  troops  composing 
tb«  aama,  as  ia  hb  opinion  will  best  promote  the 
pablto  serrioeu 

ftcc.  3.  And  be  itflirlher  enacted,  That  each 
man  ««lisl«d  under  the  audiority  of  this  act  shall 
ba  allowed  the  same  jbouacy  in  monej  aad  latfd  as 
ir  ae^  br  law  allowed  to  men  enlisted  for  ive 
years  or  during  the  war,  and  that  the  oflieers,  aon* 
eommissioaed  officers,  musicians,  and  privates, 
sbaii  rceeive  tbe  same  pay,  clothing,  subeisteaee, 
and  forage,  be  entitled  to  tbe  same  benefits,  be  sub- 
jtet  to  the  saoM  rules  and  regulations^  aad  be 
placed  in  every  respect  on  the  same  footing  as 
t^  other  regamr  troops  of  the  United  States. 

Appvaved,  January  28, 1814. 

Att  Act  la  xaise  Uvae  legimenta  of  Rifleinsn. 
Beitenacied,^e.y  That  there  be  immediately 
tkUd  such  number  of  regiments  of  rtftemen,  not 

Szeeeding  three,  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  Presi- 
ient  will  best  promote  the  military  service,  to 
lie^te  for  five  years,  or  during  tbe  war,  unless 
sobner  discharged. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  iifurtiur  maUed,  That  each 
regiment  shall  consist  of  one  colonel,  one  lieu- 
tenant colonel,  two  majors,  one  adjutant,  one  pay- 
master, one  quartermaster,  one  surgeon,  one  sur- 
geon's mate,  one  sergeant  major,  one  quarter- 
master's sergeant,  two  principal  musicians,  and  ten 
companies. 


Sbc.  3.  And  be  it/wrtker  enmeted,  Thai  eaok 
company  shall  consist  of  one  captain,  one  fitsc 
lieutenant,  one  second  lieutenant,  oae  third  hen* 
tenant,  and  one  ensign,  five  sergeants,  four  oopo4> 
rals,  two  musicians,  and  ninety  privates. 

Sec.  4^  And  be  itfitriher  enacted,  That  eack 
man  recruited  under  the  authority  of  this  aet-ba 
allowed  the  same  bounty  ia  laad  and  money  aa  ia 
allowed  by  law  to  men  enlisted  for  five  years,  or 
during  the  war,  and  ibat  the  officers,  dob -aooiH 
missioned  officers,  masictans,  and  privates,  ^kM 
receive  the  same  pay,  clothing,  subsisteaee,  and 
forage,  be  entitled  to  the  same  provisieBs  for 
wounds  or  disabilities,  the  same  benefita  and  al* 
lowances,  and  be  placed  in  avety  respect  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  other  regular  troops  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each 
company  of  the  regiment  of  riflemen  authorized 
loberaued  by  the  aet  of  A|>ril^  twelfth,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hondfe4  and  eight,  shall  eonsist  of 
■iaety  privates. 

Approved  February  10, 1814. 

An  Act  for  giving  tethnr  tine  to  pardussia  af  puUio 
luids  to  oamplete  their  payiaaats. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  every  person  who, 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ten.  bad  purcnased  any  tract  or  tracts 
of  land  of  the  United  States  not  exceeding  in  the 
whole  six  hui>dred  and  forty  acres,  unless  the 
tract  purchased  be  a  fractional  section  or  sections 
or  fractional  sections  classed  with  an  entire  sec- 
tion, at  any  of  the  land  offices,  and  whoee  lands 
have  not  already  been  actually  sdd  or  reverted  to 
tbe  United  States  for  non-payment  of  part  of  the 
purchase  money,  shall  be  allowed  the  further  time 
of  three  years,  from  and  after  the  expiration  of 
tbe  present  period  already  given  by  law,  for  com- 
pleting the  payment  of  tfaie  said  purchase  money  7 
which  further  term  ot  three  years  shall  he  allowed 
only  on  the  following  condition :  First,  that  all 
arrears  of  interest  on  the  purchase  monev  shall 
have  been  paid  on  or  before  the  time  shall  hare 
expired  for  completing  the  payment  of  the  pur- 
chase money:  Premded,  Tbat  in  all  cases  in 
which  tbe  time  for  completing  the  payment  of  the 
purchase  money  may  have  expired  or  shall  expire 
before  the  first  day  of  Jun6  next,  the  interest  nsay 
be  paid  on  or  before  that  day.  Second,  that  the 
residue  of  the  sum  due  on  account  of  the  prhici- 
pal  of  such  purchase  shall  be  paid  with  interest 
thereon,  in  three  equal  annual  pajrinenia,  as  fol- 
lows: viz:  one  third  of  the  said  residue,  with  tbe 
interest  which  may  be  due  thereon,  within  oae 
year;  another  third  of  the  said  residue,  with  the 
interest  which  may  be  due  thereon,  within  two 
years ;  and  the  remaining  third  of  the  said  residue, 
with  the  interest  due  thereon,  within  three  years, 
after  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  completing  the 
payment  oh  account  of  such  purchase  accordinir 
to  former  laws.  And  in  case  of  failure  in  payipi^ 
either  the  arrears  of  interest  or  any  of  three  in- 
stalments of  principal  with  tbe  accruing  interest^ 
at  the  time  and  times  above  mentioned,  the  trast 
of  land  shall  be  forthwith  advertised  and  offeiei 
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for  All*  IB  Ike  nniDDer  and  on  the  terms  directed 
ky  law,  in  ease  of  lands  not  paid  for  within  the 
limited  term,  and  aliaH  rerert  in  like  manner,  if 
the  snm  doe  with  interest  be  not  at  sach  sate  bid 
deo  and  paid :  Pnmded,  That  ^he  benefit  of  this 
set  «bfttl  not  extend  to  any  person  or  persons  on 
aocoQBt  of  any  purchase  of  any  tract  or  tracts  of 
hmd  made  at  any  of  the  land  offices,  northwest  of 
the  rirer  Ohio,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  nine. 
Approved,  Febmary  19, 1814. 


Aa  Ati  to  ooBtiniie  in  ibroe  an  aet  to  raise  ten  ad^ 
tkmal  Qonpanies  of  Rangats. 

BeiZmacled^^^  That  the  tet,  entitled  '*An 
act  to  raise  ten  additional  ooDnpanies  of  rangers," 
paased  the  twenty-fiAh  dar  of  Fd>ruary,  one  thou- 
tand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  continoed  in  force  for  one  year  from  and 
after  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Approred,  February  S4, 1814. 

An  Act  to  authwize  the  President  to  reoeiTe  into  se»- 
Tice  certain  Tolunteer  Corps. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
receive  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  such 
proportion  of  the  volunteers  authorized  by  the 
act  of  sixth  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve,  and  the  act  supplementary  theretO|  of 
the  sixth  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twelve,  and  accepted  under  the  authority  of  said 
acts,  as  in  his  judgment  the  public  service  may 
require:  Promaea,  T!h%i  the  volunteers  so  re- 
ceived shall  engage  to  serve  for  five  years  or 
during  the  war,  unless  sooner  discharged. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  volun- 
teers which  shall  be  taken  into  service  under  the 
authority  of  the  preceding  section,  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  same  bounty,  pay,  rations,  clothing,  for- 
age, and  emoluments  of  every  kind,  and  to  the 
same  benefits  and  allowances  as  the  regular  troops 
of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
officers  of  corps  of  volunteers  which  shall  be  taken 
into  service  shall  rank  according  to  grad^,and  the 
dates  of  their  commissions  or  appointments,  with 
other  officers  of  the  Armv. 

Approved,  February  24, 1814. 

Aa  Act  to  provide  lor  the  return  to  their  own  districts 
of  vessels  detained  by  the  embargo  in  districts  other 
than  those  whese  they  are  respeetively  owned  or 


Bt  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  authorize 
^e  collectors  of  the  customs  to  grant  permission 
te  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  which. 
at  the  time  when  th«  masters  thereof  received 
notice  of  the  act  passed  on  the  seventeenth  dav 
of  December  last,  'Maying  an  embargo  on  all 
aliips  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
Vntted  States,"  were  in  a  district  other  than  that 
wktre  the  said  shipe'or  veasels  were  owned  or 


belonged,  to  return  to  the  district  where  the  owner 
or  owners  of  such  ships  or  vessels  reside,  in  b^- 
last,  or  with  the  cargoes,  other  than  provisionaL 
naval  and  military  stores,  which  were  on  board 
the  same  when  the  masters  received  notice  of  the 
act  as  aforesaid:  Provided,  That  no  such  per- 
mission shall  be  granted  until  the  owner  or  mas- 
ter of  such  ship  or  vessel,  together  with  one  or 
more  sufficient  sureties,  shall  have  given  bond  in 
four  times  the  value  of  such  vessel,  and  of  the 
cargo,  if  any  there  be  on  board,  conditioned  that 
the  said  ship  or  vessel  shall  not  proceed  to  any 
other  port  or  place  than  tbat  mentioned  in  her 
clearance,  nor  put  any  article  on  board  of  anjf 
other  vessel  or  boat  during  the  voyage.  And  if 
such  ship  or  vessel  shall  proceed  to  any  foreign 
port  or  place,  or  nut  any  article  on  board  of  any 
other  vessel  or  Wt  during  the  voyage,  or  bo 
guilty  of  any  other  act  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act  before  mentioned,  "  laying  an  embargo 
on  all  shi]^  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors 
of  the  United  States,"  or  contrary  to  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act,  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  her  tackU 
and  apparel,  shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  master 
shall  moreover  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing twenty  thousand  dollan,  and  shall  be  impris- 
oned for  a  term  not  less  than  six  months  nor 
exceeding  one  year. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  flirther  enacted,  ThM  the 
master  of  ever?  vessel  receiving  a  permission  un- 
der this  act  shall,  before  the  departure,  of  the 
same  A'om  port,  makd  out,  under  oath^  and  de- 
liver to  the  collector  of  the  district,  a  list  of  the 
seamen  on  board  the  same,  the  whole  of  which 
shall  be  landed  at  the  port  or  place  to  which  the 
vessel  is  permitted  to  proceed,  under  penalty  <^ 
five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  recovered  or  the  nut- 
ter of  such  vessel  before  any  court  of  the  United 
States  having  competent  jurisdiction,  for  every 
seaman  which  shall  not  be  thus  landed,  except 
death  or  other  unavoidable  casualty  shall  prevent 
the  same.  And  no  vessel  receiving  such  permia- 
sion  shall  take  on  board  a  numoer  of  seamen 
more  than  sufficient  to  navigate  the  same,  of  the 
sufficiency  of  which  number  the  collector  shall 
be  the  judge,  and  shall  be  authorized  to  refuse  a 
clearance  and  permission  to  depart,  if  the  num- 
ber of  seamen  on  board  shall  exceed  that  which 
may  in  his  opinion  be  necessary.  No  passengers 
shall  be  transported  in  such  vessel,  other  than  the 
owner,  supercargo,  or  agent  for  the  same,  or  for 
the  cargo,  if  any  there  be  on  board. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
ship  or  vessel  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
this  act,  unless  the  permission  hereby  authorized 
to  be  granted  shall  be  applied  for  within  three 
months  after  the  passage  thereof. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jwiher  enacted^  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  may  instruct  the 
collectors  of  the  customs,  under  such  restrictions 
and  limitations  as  he  may  deem  proper,  to  dear 
out  for  any  district  within  the  United  States,  ot 
the  Territories  thereof,  any  vessels  wholly  em- 
ployed in  the  transportation  of  military  or  naval 
stores,  provisions,  or  other  articled  on  public  ac- 
count ;  and  if  any  auch  vessel,  after  the  delivery 
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of  tach  public  property  at  asy  port  or  place 
within  the  United  States  or  the  Territories  there- 
of, shall  cease  to  be  employed  in  the  transporta- 
tion of  public  property  as  aforesaid,  such  vessel 
may  be  permitted  to  return  to  the  port  or  place 
of  udlag,  or  proceed  in  ballast  only  to  the  dis- 
trict to  which  such  vessel  may  belong,  anything 
in  the  ^^Act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and 
vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States,"  passed  during  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Approved,  March  4, 1814. 

An  Act  to  authorize  the  isaoing  of  Treasury  Notes  for 
the  service  of  the  year  one  thoosand  eight  hundred 
and  fourteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c^  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
cause  Treasury  notes,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
five  millions  or  dollars,  to  be  prepared,  sipped,  and 
issued,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  and  he  is  here- 
by authorized  to  cause  Treasury  notes  for  a  fur- 
ther and  additional  ^um.  not  exceeding  in  the 
whole  five  millions  of  dollars,  or  such  part  there- 
of as  he  shall  deem  expedient,  to  be  prepared, 
signed,  and  issued,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  pro- 
vided: but  the  amount  of  money  borrowed  or 
obtained  for  the  notes  which  may  be  issued  by 
virtue  of  this  section,  shall  be  deemed  and  held 
to  be  in  part  of  the  sum  which  may  be  author- 
ized to  be  borrowed  by  virtue  of  any  act  author- 
izing a  loan  which  may  be  passed  during  the 
present  session  of  Congress. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  Treasury  notes  shall  be  reimbursed  by  the 
United  States  at  such  places,  respectively,  as  may 
be  expressed  on  the  face  of  such  notes,  one  year 
respectivelv  after  the  day  on  which  the  same 
shall  have  oeen  issued ;  from  which  day  of  issue, 
they  shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  five  and 
two-fifths  per  centum  a  year,  payable  to  the 
owner  or  owners  of  such  notes,  at  ihp  Treasury, 
or  by  the  proper  commissioner  of  loans,  or  by 
the  officer  designated  for  that  purpose,  at  the 
places  and  times  respectively  designated  on  the 
face  of  said  notes  for  the  payment  of  principal. 
Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  Treasury  notes  shall  be  respectively  signed 
in  behalf  of  the  United  States  by  persons  to  be 
appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  two  of  which  persons  shall 
sign  each  note,  and  shall  each  receive  as  a  com- 
pensation for  that  service,  at  the  rate  of  one  dol- 
lar and  twenty-five  cents  for  every  hundred  notes 
thus  signed  by  them  respectively:  and  the  said 
notes  shall  likewise  be  countersigned  by  the  com- 
missioner of  loi^ns  for  that  State  where  the  notes 
may  respectively  be  made  payable,  or  by  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  if  made  payable  m  the 
District  of  Columbia,  or  by  a  person  to  be  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  if  made  payable  in  a  State  for 
which  there  is  no  commissioner  of  loans;  which 


person  or  persons  thus  appointed  shall  also  re* 
ceive  as  a  compensation  for  that  service  at  the 
rate  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  for  every 
hundred  notes  thus  signed  by  him  or  them  re- 
spectively. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the. 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized^  with  the  approbation  of  the  Presideol 
of  the  United  States,  to  cause  to  be  issued  such 
portion  of  the  said  Treasury  notes  as  the  Prest- 
deot  may  think  expedient,  in  payment  of  supplies 
or  debts  due  by  the  United  States,  to  such  public 
creditors  or  other  persons  as  may  choose  to  re« 
ceive  such  notes  in  payment  as  aforesaid,  at  par ; 
and  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  i*  further  au- 
thorized, with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  borrow,  from  time  to 
time,  not  under  par,  such  sums  as  the  Preaident 
may  think  expedient,  on  the  credit  of  such  notes; 
or  to  sell,  not  under  par,  such  portion  of  the  said 
uotes  as  the  President  may  think  expedient:  and 
it  shall  be  a  good  execution  of  this  provision,  to 
pay  such  notes  to  such  bank  or  bancs  as  will  re- 
ceive the  same  at  par,  and  give  credit  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for  the  amount 
thereof,  on  the  day  on  which  the  said  notes  shall 
thus  be  issued  and  paid  to  such  bank  or  banka 
respectively. 

Sbo.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States^  to  employ  an  agent  or 
agents  for  the  purpose  of  selling  any  portion  of 
the  notes  which  may  be  issued  by  virtue  of  this 
act.  A  commission  not  exceeding  one  quarter 
of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amount  thus  sold  may.  br 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  be  allowed  to  such 
agent  or  agents,  and  a  sum  not  exceeding  twelve 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, is  hereby  appropriated  for  paying  such' 
commission  or  commissions  as  may  be  thus  al- 
lowed. 

Seo.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  Treasury  notes  shall  be  transferrable  by  de- 
livery and  assignment,  endorsed  thereon  by  the 
person  to  whose  order  the  same  shall,  on  the  face 
thereof,  have  been  made  payable. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  Treasury  notes,  wherever  made  payable, 
shall  be  everywhere  received  in  payment  of  all 
duties  and  taxes  laid  by  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  of  all  public  lands  sold  by  th« 
said  authority.  On  every  such  payment  credit 
shall  be  given  for  the  amount  of  both  the  princi- 
pal and  the  interest  which,  on  the  day  of  saeh 
paymcQt,  may  appear  due  on  the  note  or  notes 
thus  given  in  payment;  and  the  said  interest 
shall,  on  such  payments,  be  computed  at  the  rate, 
of  one  cent  and  one-hsUf  of  a  cent  per  day,  on 
every  hundred  dollars  of  principal,  and  each 
month  shall  be  computed  as  containing  thirty 
days. 

Sec  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That. any 
person  making  payment  to  the  United  States  ia 
the  said  Treasury  notes,  into  the  hands  of  nay 
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tdleetdr,  r«eei?er  of  publie  moneys,  or  other  pab- 
Ue  officer  or  agent,  shall,  on  books  kept  according 
to  such  forms  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  gire  duplicate  certificates 
,of  the  number  and  respective  amount  of  princi- 
ptl  and  interest  of  each  and  every  Treasury  note 
thas  paid  by  such  person:  and  every  collector, 
receiver  of  public  moneys,  or  other  public  officer 
or  agent,  who  shall  thus  receive  any  of  the  said 
Treasury  notes  in  payment,  shall,  on  payment  of 
the  same  into  the  Treasury  or  into  one  of  the 
banks  where  the  public  moneys  are  or  may  be 
deposited,  receive  credit^  both  for  the  principal 
and  for  the  interest  computed  as  aforesaid,  which, 
on  the  day  of  such  last  mentioned  payment,  shall 
uppear  due  on  the  note  or  notes  thus  paid  in ; 
and  be  shall  be  charged  for  tne  interest  accrued 
on  such  note  or  notes  from  the  day  on  which  the 
same  shall  have  been  received  by  him,  in  pay- 
ment as  aforesaid,  to  the  day  on  which  the  same 
sImII  be  paid  by  him  as  aforesaid :  Promded  al" 
waytj  That  no  such  charge  or  deduction  shall  be 
made  with  respect  to  any  bank  into  which  piay- 
ments  as  aforesaid  mav  be  made  to  the  United 
States,  either  by  individuals,  or  by  collectors,  re- 
ceivers, or  other  public  officers  or  agents,  and 
which  shall  receive  the  same  as  specie,  and  give 
credit  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for 
the  amount  thereof,  including  the  interest  accrued 
and  due  on  such  note^  on  the  day  on  which  the 
tame  shall  have  been  thus  paid  into  such  bank 
on  account  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  be  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  cause  to  be 
reimbursed  and  paid,  the  principal  and  interest 
of  the  Treasury  notes  which  majf  be  issued  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  at  the  several  times  when  the 
same,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
should  be  thus  reimbursed  and  paid;  and  the  said 
Commissioners  are  further  authorized  to  make 
jrarchases  of  the  said  notes,  in  the  same  manner 
as  of  other  evidences  of  the  publie  debt,  and  at  a 
price  not  exceeding  par,  for  the  amount  of  the 
principal  and  interest  due  at  the  time  of  purchase 
of  such  notes.  So  much  of  the  funds  constitut- 
ing the  annual  appropriation  of  eight  millions  of 
dollars  for  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  in- 
terest of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States  as 
may  be  wanted  for  that  purpose,  after  satisfying 
the  sums  necessary  for  the  payment  of  the  inter* 
•St  and  such  part  of  the  principal  of  the  said  debt 
as  the  United  States  are  now  pledged  annually 
to  pay  and  reimburse,  including  therein  the  in- 
terest and  principal  which  may  become  payable 
upon  any  loan  or  loans  which  may  be  contracted 
by  virtue  of  tiny  law  passed  during  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  is  hereby  pledged  and  appro- 
priated for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  for 
Che  reimbursement  or  purchase  of  the  principal 
of  the  said  notes ;  and  so  much  of  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  as 
may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  is  hereby  ap- 
propriated for  making  up  any  deficiency  in  the 
fonds  thus  pledged  and  appropriated  for  paying 
the  prioeipai  and  intereft  as  aforesaid  \  and  the 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized 
and  directed,  for  that  purpose,  to  cause  to  be  paid 
to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinkin^p  Fund  such 
sum  or  sums  of  money,  and  at  such  time  or  times 
a«t  will  enble  the  said  commissioners  faithfully 
and  punctually  to  pay  the  principal  and  interest 
of  the  said  notes. 

Sec  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  a  sum 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated^ 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  for  de- 
fraying the  expense  of  preparing,  [printing,  eiH 
graving,  signing,  and  otherwise  incident  to  the 
issuing  of  the  Treasury  notes  authorized  by  this 
act. 

Sec  13.  And  b&it further  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall  falsely  make,  forge,  or  counterfeit,  or 
cause  or  procure  to  be  falsely  made,  forced  or 
counterfeited,  or  willingly  aid  or  assist  in  falsely 
making,  forging,  or  counterfeiting  any  note,  in 
imitation  of,  or  purpoitine  to  be,  a  Treasury  note 
as  aforesaid;  or  shall  falsely  alter,  or  cause  or* 
procure  to  be  falsely  altered,  or  willingly  aid  or 
assist  in  falsely  altering  any  Treasury  note,  issued 
as  aforesaid;  or  shall  pass,  utter,  or  publish,  or 
attempt  to  pass,  utter,  or  publish  as  true,  any  false 
forged,  or  counterfeited  note,  purporting  to  be  a 
Treasury  note  as  aforesaid,  knowing  the  same  to 
be  falsely  made,  forged,  or  counterfeited ;  or  shall 
pass,  utter,  or  publish,  or  attempt  to  jpkss,  utter,  or 
publish  as  true,  any  fabely  altered  Treasury  note^ 
issued  as  aforesaid,  knowing  the  same  to  be  falsely 
altered,  every  such  person  shall  be  deemed  and  ad-" 
judged  guiltyoffelony,aad,  being  thereof  convicted 
by  due  course  of  law,  shall  be  sentenced  to  be  im- 
prisoned and  kept  to  hard  labor  for  a  period  not 
less  than  three  years,  nor  more  than  ten  years,  and 
be  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding  &ve  thousand 
dollars. 

Approved,  March  4, 18U. 

An  Act  to  establish  the  mode  of  laying  eflf  the  Teiri- 

toiy  of  Indiana  into  diitrictih  for  the  election  of  its 

members  of  the  Legislative  Oouncil.  • 

Be  it  enactedj  ^c.  That  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Indiana  Territory  be  and  it  is 
hereby  empowered^  from  time  to  time,  to  lay  off 
the  said  Territory  into  five  districts  for  the  elec- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  Legislative  Council 
of  the  Territory  aforesaid. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  dis- 
tricts established  by  Governor  Harrison,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nine,  shall  remain^  as  the  lawfully  authorized  dis- 
tricts for  the  election  of  the  members  of  the  Le- 
fiblative  Council  of  said  Territory,  until  the 
[ouse  of  Representatives  thereof  shall  have  exer- 
cised the  power  vested  in  that  body  by  the  first 
section  of  this  act. 

Approved,  March  4, 1814. 

An  Act  giving  pensions  to  the  orphans  and  wtdows  of 
persons  slaUi  in  the  pnblic  or  private  armed  vessels 
of  the  United  States. 
Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  if  any  officer,  seammi 

or  marine,  serving  on  board  of  any  private  armed 
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tkip  or  Tessd  bearing  a  eommiaaioQ  of  letter  ef 
marque)  «baU  die,  or  shall  ha?e  died  since  tbe 
•ighteeath  day  of  Jane,  in  the  year  of  oar  Lord 
OM  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelre,  by  reason 
of  a  wound  received  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  lear- 
iog  a  widow^  or  if  no  widow,  a  child  or  children 
sixteen  years  of  age,  such  widow,  or  if  no  widow, 
aneh  child  or  children  shall  be  placed  on  the  pen- 
noB  list  by  the  Secretary  of  the  NaTy,  who  shall 
allow  to  sucb  widow,  child  or  children,  half  the 
monthly  pension  to  which  the  rank  of  the  deceased 
would  have  entitled  him  for  the  highest  rate  of 
disability,  under  *'Aa  act  regulating  pensions  to 
Misons  on  board  prirate  armed  ships ;"  which  al- 
lowance shall  continue  for  the  term  of  five  years ; 
b«t  in  case  of  the  death  or  iatermarriage  of  such 
widow,  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  five 
years,  the  half  pay  for  the  remainder  of  the  term 
shall  go  to  the  child  or  cbildven  of  tb^  deceased  : 
Fremded^  That  the  half  pay  shall  ce»e  on  the 
lUatb  of  such  child  or  obUdren.  And  the  several 
*peinioDs  hereby  directed  shall  be  paid  by  dieeetien 
of  ibe  Secretary  of  the  Navy  out  of  the  fond  pro- 
Tided  by  the  seventeenth  section  of  an  aet,  entitled 
^Am  aei  concerning  letters  of  marque,  prizes  and 
prixe  goods,"  nod  from  no  other. 

Aso.  2.  And  be  UJuriher  emicied.  That  if  anv 
mtmmm  or  mariae  Monginf  to  the  Navy  of  the 
llniled  States  shall  die,  or  if  any  officer,  seaman 
•r  marine^  beloiifing  to  the  Naty  of  the  United 
States,  shall  have  died,  since  the  eighteenth  day 
«f  Jmne,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
a%ht  hondred  aiid  twelve,  by  reason  of  a  wound 
Motived  in  the  line  of  his  dnty,  leaving  a  widow, 
or  if  no  widow,  a  child  or  ebildrea  under  sixteen 
fmn  of  age,  siich  widow,  or  if  no  widow,  such 
•hild  or  children  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  half 
llM««Qthly  iMty  to  wbi^  the  c^eoeased  was  enti- 
tled at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  allowance 
shall  continue  for  the  term  of  five  years;  but  in 
ease  of  the  death  or  inleraaarriage  of  such  widow, 
hefoie  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  &yfe  years, 
Ike  half  pay  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  shill 
go  to  the  child  or  ehiklreo  of  tlie  deceased :  Pro- 
vi4fd,  That  such  half  pay  shall  oeaae  on  the  death 
«f  aaeh  child  or  children.  And  the  money  re- 
hired for  this  Dorpose  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
aavy  pension  fund,  under  the  direction  of  the 
commissioners  of  that  fund. 

Approved,  March  4, 1814. 


paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treaaary  not«thar^ 
wiae  appropriated. 
Approved,  March  9, 1814. 


An  Act  authorizmg  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  canse  to  be  built,  equipped,  and  enipk>jed»  one  or 
more  floating  batteries,  lor  the  defiance  of  the  waters 
ofthe  United  States. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc^  That  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  building,  equip- 
pin|N  and  putting  into  service,  one  or  more  float- 
ing natteries,  of  such  magnitude  and  construction 
M^ahall  appear  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  best  adapted  to  attack,  Hfei,  or  destroy  any 
of  the  ships  or  the  enemy  whwh  may  approach 
the  shores  or  enter  the  waters  of  t|ie  United  States; 
nnd  that  the  sum  hereby  appropriated  shall  be 


An  Act  to  incorporate  a  fire  insurance  coapaiqr  in  tlie 
town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Colombia. 
Be  it  enacted^  ^o^  That  those  who  shall  be- 
come subscribers  to  the  company,  their  sooecasors 
and  assigns,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  created,  a 
body  politic,  by  the  name  and  style  of  the  "  Fire 
Insurance  Company  of  Alexandria ;'' and  shaii 
by  that  naafte  have  succession,  and  shaU  be  aMa 
to  sue  and  be  sued,  implead  and  be  impleated,  ia 
all  courts  of  law  in  the  United  States. 

8x0.2.  And  be  it  further  enaeted,  Thataaab* 
scription  be  opened  in  the  town  of  Alexandria, 
under  the  direction  of  James  B»  NiekoUs,  Oath* 
bert  Powell,  Jonah  Thompson,  Th<Mnae  Vow«iJ| 
and  James  H.  Hooe,  Qeorge  Taylor,  John  Me^ 
Kennef;  Philip  Tiipleu,  Craven  T.  Peyton,  aad 
Nathaniel  Wattles^  or  a  aaajority  of  tJi^m,  lar 
raising  a  capital  stock  of  two  hoodred  mad  iftjr 
thousand  dollars  in  shares  of  tweacyfive  doliara 
each ;  and  that  each  pwsoo  upon  snbseribiag  pay 
to  the  persons  abovementioned,  five  dcAlata  npaa 
each  share  so  subscribed  for;  and  that  the  rw> 
ouinder  of  the  tweaty-five  doUaraahaU  be  see  wed 
by  negotiable  notes,  signed  and  eadoraed  to  tha 
satisfaction  of  the  aforesaid  Jamea  B.  NtekoU% 
Cuthbert  Powell,  Jonah  Thonapson,  Thomaa 
Vowell,  and  James  H.  Hooe,  George  Taylai^ 
John  McKiaaey,  Philip  Tripietl,  Craves  T.Piy- 
ton  and  Nathaniel  Wattles,  or  a  aiajerity  of  theoL 
and  payment  thereof  may  be  thereafter  deoMmiM 
at  such  times,  and  in  such  propertioas,  aa  the 
president  and  directors  hereafter  maatioaed  shall 
Judge  advisable,  giving  six  weeks  notice  ia  at 
least  three  of  the  gaxettes  printed  in  the  Diatriel 
of  Columbia. 

Sec.  a  And  be  U  JurAer  enacted,  That  e?ery 
subscriber  shall  be  entitled  to  vote,  byhkastlf,  A 
agent,  or  proxy,  appointed  under  his  band  and 
seal,  attested  by  two  witnesses,  at  all  eleetioae 
made  by  virtue  of  this  act,  and  shall  have  as  uMUijr 
votes  as  he  holds  shares  as  far  as  ten  shares ;  eoa 
vote  for  every  five  shares  which  he  may  hold  over 
ten  shares,  as  far  as  fifty  other  shares;  and  ona 
vote  for  every  thirty  shares  which  he  may  hold 
over  sixty  shares.  And  every  stockholder  (aot 
in  debt  to  the  company)  may  at  pleasare,  in  per* 
son,  or  by  power  of  auorney,  assign  aad.  transfer 
his  stock  to  the  company,  on  the  books  of  tha 
same,  or  any  part  thereof  not  being  less  than  a 
whole  share ;  but  no  stockholder  indebted  to  tha 
company  shall  be  permitted  to  make  a  traaafo 
or  receive  a  dividend,  until  such  debt  is  paid*or 
secured  to  the  satisfactioa  of  the  president  and 
directors. 

Sfic.4.  And beitjurther enacted,  That,aaaoon 
as  five  thousand  shares  shall  be  sobseribed,  the 
persons  hereby  authorized  to  receive  sabseriptioaa 
shall  call  a  meeting  of  the  subecribers.  giving  two 
weeks  notice  in  three  of  the  papers  prmted  withia 
the  district ;  and  the  subscribers  who  simll  aaeaaH 
hie  ia  person,  or  by  proxy,  shall  chooae  bp  ballrt, 
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fttmk  ftoiOBg  th«  stookbolden,  b]r  a  majority  of 
votes,  twelre  direotors,  who  shall  cootiaoe  in  of- 
fioa  natii  the  first  Moadar  in  NoTeuber,  in  the 
year  oae  thoasaad  etgrbt  aaodred  aad  foartaen, 
on  which  Monday  in  November,  in  every  sacceed- 
iag  year  thereafter,  aa  election  shall  be  held  for 
twelve  directors  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  contioue 
in  office  for  one  year  from  the  time  of  their  elec- 
tioB,  and  until  others  be  cn(»en  in  their  stead. 
And  the  said  directors,  at  their  first  meetiag,  shall 
ahooae  amoiqrst  themselves,  or  the  stockhalders 
at  large,  a  president,  aad  allow  him  a  reasonable 
CBoattpeaaation  for  his  services;  aad  in  case  of 
death,  removal,  resignation,  or  other  disqaalifica- 
tion  of  the  president,  or  any  of  the  direotors,^the 
remaining  directors  may  elect  others  to  supply 
their  place,  daring  the  remainder  of  the  term  for 
wkioh  they  were  chosen  $  and  in  every  ease  where 
•tte  of  the  directors  shall  be  chosea  president,  the 
*  vacancy  shall  be  sapplted  as  in  the  case  of  death, 
Mmoval,  ar  resignatian.  That  the  peraoiis  hereby 
aofthocized  to  receive  sshscriptions,  or  aay  three 
of  then,  be  a  committee  to  superintend  the  first 
alaotioa  of  direators,  and  a  aooMaitiee  of  five 
aloekholders,  not  being  diteetovs,  be  appointed  by 
the  directOM,  to  superiiMead  every  succeeding 
daotioD. 

Sbo.  5*  And  be  Ufitr^r  emtcM^  That  the 
president  aad  directors  ahall  have  authority  to 
ordain  aad  laaka  such  by-laws,  ordinances,  aad 
legulatioos,  as  shall  appear  necessary  for  regala* 
ting  aad  conducting  the  eoneeras  ol  the  company. 
9«(  being  tontrary  to  this  act,  or  the  laws  and 
CowtitutioAof  the  United  States.  Aad  the  funds 
of  the  eomaany  as  tbey  shall  ariae  asay  be  vested 
in  the  stoek  of  any  of  the  baaks  in  the  United 
Stales,  such  personal  property  or  gronad  raats^  as 
the  ptesideBt  and  diieetofs  shall  judge  isost  ad- 
vanlafeotts :  Provided  tdmaye  amd  be  U  enacted. 
That  the  fands  and  property  of  this  eompanv,  of 
whatever  description,  are  declared  to  he  liable  to 
atlachmaat  and  execution  for  debt,  in  like  flaan- 
aer  as  personal  property. 

Sao.  6.  And  be  Ujuriher  enacted,  That  the 
Bietthars  of  the  company  shall  not  be  liable  for 
any  loss,  damage,  or  respoasibility,  other  than 
the  property  they  have  in  the  capital  and  funds 
of  the  company  to  the  amount  or  the  shares  re- 
spectively held  hj  them,  and  anv  profits  arising 
therefrom  not  divided:  Provided,  That  the  said 
corporation  shall,  from  time  to  time,  apply  all 
sums  of  money  received  by  them  for  premiums 
to  the  payment  of  losses  in  the  first  instance,  and 
to  make  up  the  amount  of  their  original  capital 
whenever  it  shall  have  suffered  any  diminution 
by  losses,  and  that  dividends  shall  be  made  of  the 
net  profits  arising  on  the  capital  stock,  at  such 
periods  as  the  president  and  directors  may  judge 
proper,  not  oftener  than  once  in  six  months ;  and 
the  same  shall  be  paid  to  the  stockholders  or  their 
legal  representatives;  but  if  a  dividend  shall  be 
at  any  time  declared  of  a  greater  amount  thaa 
the  net  proceeds  tff  the  said  company  at  the  time 
of  makinff  the  same,  each  and  every  director  that 
consented  thereto  shall,  and  is  hereby  declared  to 
be  liable  for,  in  his  individual  capacity,  and  bound 


to  can  tribute  to  make  good  the  deficiency  ia  tiM 
capital  stock  occasion^  by  such  improper  divi- 
dend. 

Sac.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
president  and  directors  shall  have  the  disposal, 
direction,  and  management  of  I  hose  shares  which 
may  not  be  disposed  of  at  the  formation  of  the 
company,  and  povi^ralso  to  provide  by  purchase 
or  otherwise  a  suitable  place  for  an  office  ;*lo 
make  all  rules  and  regulations  for  conductias  the 
business  of  insurance  and  the  concefns  of  the 
company,  not  provided  for  by  this  act;  to  appoint 
a  secretary  and  saeh  other  officers  as  ihey  may 
find  necessary,  and  to  make  such  compensation 
for  their  services  as  they  may  deem  proper.  That 
they  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make 
insurances  against  fire,  on  any  and  every  d^erip* 
tion  of  property:  all  policies  of  insurance  and 
other  contracts  made  by  said  company,  signed  by 
the  president,  and  countersigned  by  the  secretary, 
shall  be  obligatory  on  said  company,  aad  have 
the  same  efiect  as  if  the  said  polimes  and  ooatraeti 
had  been  attested  by  a  eorpcvate  seal. 

Sbo.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
losses  arising  on  any  insurance  shall  be  adjostad 
by  the  president  and  directors,  agreeably  to  the 
terms  of  the  policy,  aad  paid  out  of  the  joint  fands 
and  property  of  the  company.  That  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  shall  make  a  full  and  fair  state* 
meat  of  the  affiurs  of  the  company  every  six 
months,  and  a  dividend  of  the  profits* 

Sfic  9.  And  be  it fttriher  enacted,  That  in  iue 
any  action  shall  be  prosecuted  00  any  insurance 
made  by  virtue  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  deemed  snl^ 
ficieat  service  of  such  psoce»s  to  leave  a  copy 
thereof  with  the  president  or  secretary  toe  the 
time  being  ;  and  all  recoveries  had,  in  any  such 
action  or  actions,  shall  be  conclusive  on  the  eom- 
panv, so  far  as  to  render  the  stock  and  property 
of  the  company  liable,  and  no  further. 

SEa  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this 
act  shall  be  and  continue  in  force  for  and  during 
the  term  of  twenty  years  from  and  after  the  pass- 
ing thereof,  and  until  the  end  of  the  next  sesaion 
of  Congress. 

Approved,  March  9, 1814. 

An  Act  making  appropiiations  for  the  support  of  the 
Mifitary  Esteblishment  of  the  United  Stotes,  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 
Be  it  enactedj  ^c,  That  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  military  establishment  of  the  United 
States, including  the  volunteersand  militia  in  their 
actual  service,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fourteen,  for  ordnance,  fortifications, 
and  the  Indian  department,  the  following  sums, 
ineludinff  the  sum  of  one  million  five  hundred  . 
thousand  dollars  already  appropriated  by  the  first 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  '*An  act  making  cer- 
tain partial  appropriations  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fourteen,"  be,  and  the 
same  iire  hereby,  respectively  appropriated,  that 
is  to  say : 

For  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Statea, 
including  the  private  servants  kept  by  offiears, 
and  for  the  pay  of  the  volunteers  and  militia  in 
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the  actnal  aenriee  of  the  United  Sttties^  ter^n 
millioD  oinehoiKlred  andsixtf-fire  thousand  three 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  forage  to  offieers,  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  thousand  fi?e  hundred  and  seventy-six  dol- 
lars. 

For  subsistence  of  the  army,  and  of  volunteers 
and  militia,  four  million  nine  nundred  and  seven- 
teen thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

For  camp  and  field  equipage,  four  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  department,  two 
hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  bounties  and  premiums,  two  million  five 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  clothing,  two  million  thirty-six  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  Quartermaster's  department,  three  mil- 
lion fi^^  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  including 
arsenals,  maffazines,  and  armories,  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

For  fortifications,  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingencies,  seven  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  Indian  depariment,  four  hundred  and 
sixty-four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be.it  further  enacted,  That  the 
atverai  appropriations  hereinbefore  made  shall  be 
paid  out  01  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approved,  March  19, 1814. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thous- 
and eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  the  following  sums, 
including  the  sum  of  one  million  of  dollars  al- 
ready appropriated  by  the  act,  entitled  '^An  act 
making  certain  partial  appropriations  for  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,"  be, 
§nd  the  same  hereby  are,  respectively  appropri- 
ated, that  is  to  say : 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and  pay 
of  the  seamen,  two  million  five  hundredand  sev- 
enty-nine thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-one 
dollars. 

For  provisions,  one  million  four  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  two  dol- 
lars and  fifty-two  cents. 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  and  all  expenses 
on  account  of  the  sick,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  one  million  five  hundred 
-  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses,  including  freight, 
transportation,  and  recruiting  expenses,  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars. 

For  ordnance,  ammunition,  and  military  stores, 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  navy  yards,  docks,  and  wharves,  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars. 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  marine  corps, 


two  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  two  hundred 
and  seventy-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  clothing  for  the  same,  seventy-one  thous- 
and seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  and 
ten  cents. 

For  military  stores  for  the  same,  tweBty-seven 
thousand  six  hundred  and  eight  dollars  and  aer* 
enty-five  cents. 

For  contingent  expenses  for  the  same,  forty-six 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thac  the 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made  ahali 
be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasary  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  19, 1814. 


An  Act  in  addition  to.  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  allow- 
ing a  bounty  to  the  owners,  offioeis  and  crews  of  tka 
private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  in  lieu  of  the  boantf 
now  allowed  by  law,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
dollars  be  paid  to  the  owners,  officers  and  crews 
of  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  Scatc& 
commissioned  as  letters  of  marque,  for  each  eea 
every  prisoner  by  them  captured  anddeiivered 
to  an  agent  authorized  to  receive  him  in  any  port 
of  the  United  States^  or  of  a  Power  at  war  with 
Qreat  Britain,  or  delivered  at  any  sution  within 
the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  estab- 
lished for  the  exchanffe  ofprisoners  of  war,  where- 
by such  prisoner- shall  be  actually. placed,  and  al- 
lowed by  the  Government  of  the  Kingdom  ef 
Qreat  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  the  account  of  pris- 
oners to  the  credit  of  the  United  States.  And  the 
Secretarjr  of  Ihe  Treasury  is  hereby  authorised 
and  required  to  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  to  sueb 
owners,  officers  and  crews  of  private  armed  vee- 
sels  commissioned  as  aforesaid,  or  their  i^ents, 
the  aforesaid  sum  for  each  prisoner  capture  and 
delivered  as  aforesaid. 

Ssc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  19, 1814. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fourteen* 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That,  for  the  expenditure  of 
the  civil  list  in  the  present  year,  including  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  several  departments 
and  offices ;  for  the  compensation  of  the  several        ^ 
loan  officers  and  their  clerks,  and  for  books  and        ** 
stationery  for  the  same  ;  for  the  payment  of  an- 
nuities and  grants ;  for  the  support  of  the  mint 
establishment ;   for   the  expense  of  intercourse 
with'  foreign  nations ;  for  the  support  of  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers ;  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  surveying  the  public  ian(^ 
and  for  satisfying  certain  miscellaneous  daioH^       <^ 
the  following  sums  be  and  the;  same  are  hereby        ^ 
respectively  appropriated,  that  is  to  say  : 
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For  eoflipcfMRtUHi  enuited  by  Uw  to  the  meoi* 
bers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepretentatiyeB, 
their  officers  and  attendants,  two  hundred  aad 
fiftV'two  thousand  two  hundred  and  fiftjr-five 
dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  fire^wood,  stationery,  print- 
ing, and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  two 
houses  of  Congress,  fifty-two  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  the  library  of  Congress, 
including  the  librarian's  allowance  for  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  thirty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  eompensation  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
derka  and  persons  employed  in  that  department, 
ineluding  a  clerk  on  old  records,  and  a  clerk  and 
messenger  in  the  Patent  office,  fifteen  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  thirty<eight  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
said  department,  not  exceeding  fifteen  per  centum 
Oft  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act 
to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks,  and 
to  authorize  the  layioff  out  certain  public  roads, 
and  fio^  other  purposes/'  one  thousand  and  seven- 
ty-two dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  said  department,  ineluding  the  expense  of 
printing  and  distributing  ten  thousand  four  hun- 
dred copies  of  the  laws  of  the  first  and  second 
session  of  the  thirteenth  Congress,  and  printing 
the  laws  in  newsaapers,  twenty  thousand  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
dollars  and  eight jr-one  cents. 

For  expense  ol  translatinff  foreign  languages, 
allowance  to  the  person  employed  in  transmitting 
passporu  and  sea-letters,  and  for  stationery  and 
printing  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  of- 
fice, including  the  sum  of  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred aad  eighty-nine  dollars  for  compensation  to 
his  clerks,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the 
act  of  (the  twenty-first  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  fourteen  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-six  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing  and  con- 
tingent expenses  in  the  Comptroller's  office,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
twelve  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-one 
dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
contingent  expenses  in  the  Auditor^  office,  five 
hundred  dollars.  ^ 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer^  clerks,  and 
persons  employed  in  his  office,  including  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars  for  compensation  to  his 
clerks,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act 
of  the  twenty-first  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 


hundred  and  six,  seven  thousand  two  httndred 
and  twenty-seven  dollars  aad  forty-five  cents. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
contingent  expenses  in  the  Treasurer's  office, 
three  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Laqd  Office,  clerks,  and  persons  employed 
ip  his  office,  twelve  thousand  lour  hundred  aad 
ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
contingent  exne%8es  of  the  Qeneral  Land  Office, 
three  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
ReTeaue,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  of- 
fice, nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars^ 

For  expense  of  stationery  and.  printinjg,  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Revenue  office,  includ- 
ing the  sum  of  five  thousand  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents,  the 
amount  of  expenditures  for  these  objects  during 
the  year  one  thousand  ei|;ht  hundred  and  thirteen, 
for  which  no  appropriation  has  been  made,  nine 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars 
and  thirty-six  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Trea^ 
sury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
sixteen  thousand  and  fifty-two  dollars  and  two 
cents.^ 

For  additional  eompensation  to  the  clerks  in 
the  Treasury  Department,  not  exceeding  fifteen 
per  centum  on  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act,  enti- 
tled ^  An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  tbe  compensatioa 
of  clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  laying  out  certain 
pubUc  roads,  and  for  other  purposes,"  six  thousahd 
six  hundred  and  thirty-four  dollars  and  nine  cenu. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  of  the  Re- 
gister's office,  for  stamping  and  arranging  ships* 
registers,  ninety  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  printing,  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Kegister's  office,  two 
thpusand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  fuel  and  other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  books,  maps  and  charts  for 
tbe  Treasury  Department,. four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  a  superintendent  and  two 
watchmen,  employed  to  secure  the  buildings  and 
records  of  the  Treasurv  Department  during  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen, 
including  expenses  and  repairs  of  two  fire  engines, 
buckets  and  lanterns,  one  thousand  one  hundred 
dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  stating  and  print- 
ing the  public  accounts  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  one  thou^nd  two 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred  aad 
fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretaij  of  War, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  omce.  includ- 
ing the  sum  of  three  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
sixty  dollars,  in^addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by 
the  act  of  April  twenty-first,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  fifteen  thousand  two  hundred 
and  tea  dollars. 
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For  expense  of  f«el,  statioDery,  printiiig,  mni 
other  cootiDgent  ezpeoses  ia  the  offiee  of  the 
Secretary  of  War^  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  eompensatioQ  to  the  Aeeountant  of  the 
War  Department,  clerks,  and  persons  employed 
in  his  offiee,  including  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand 
dollars  for  elerk  hire,  in  addition  to  the  sum  al- 
lowed by  the  act  of  the  twenty-first  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  six.  twenty-five  thou* 
sand  nine  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  tbt  office  of  the  Ac- 
countant of  the  War  Department,  one  thousand 
dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
the  War  Department,  not  «cceeding  fifteen  per 
centum  on  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act,  entitled 
^An  act  10  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  laying  out  certain 
public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes,"  two  thou- 
sftftd  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messen|fer 
in  the  offiee  of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Array,  nine 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Superintendent  Gkn- 
enl  of  BAilltary  Supplies,  derlu,  and  persons  em- 
ployed in  his  office;  ten  thousand  four  huntired  and 
tea  dollars. 

For  contingent,  expenses  in  the  office  qf  the 
Superintendent  General  of  Military  Supplies,  fire 
hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Adjutant 
attd  Inspeetor  Ckneral's  office,  one  thousaiid  i?e 
huudred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary, 
deeks,  and  persons  employed  in  h is  office,  inolud- 
iug  the  sum  of  one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars 
in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the 
twenty-first  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  SIX,  eleven  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten 
dolbiTs. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  compeoealioa  to  the  Aeeounttiat  of  the 
Navy,  clerks,  and  perscyis,  employed  in  his  offiee, 
iaekiding  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  a 
deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  and  a  fur- 
ther sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to 
the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  April  twenty-first, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  fourteen 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  eontingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Aeeoununt  of  the  Navy,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to.  the  clerks  in 
the  Navy  Department,  not  exceeding  fifteen  per 
contum  on  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act,  entitled 
''An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  laying  out  of  certain 
public  roi^,  and  for  other  purposes,"  one  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
Assistant  Postmasters  General,  clerks,  and  per- 
sons employed  in  the  General  Post  Office,  includ- 
ing one  thousand  two  hundred  and  three  dollars 
and  twenty-five  cents,  for  deficienoks  in  the  a^ 


propriatioos  for  the  years  o»e  thousand  ei^ht 
hundred  and  twelve,  and  one  thousand  eight  hii»* 
dred  and  thhrteen,  and  the  euaa  of  five  thoutuod 
seven  hundred  and  fifty-five  dollars,  in  addittos 
to  the  sum  allowed  for  the  compensation  of  eterte 
by  the  act  of  April  twenty^rsi,  one  thoueMid 
eight  hundred  and  six,  twenttr.threc  thousand 
one  hundred  and  sixty-three  doUars  and  twentf^ 
five  cents. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  General  ¥mm 
Office,  two  thousaad  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  eaa- 
plofed  in  the  General  Post  Offiee,  not  exeeedio|^ 
fifteen  per  centum  on  the  sum  allowed  bf  tli« 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  clerks,  and  to  authorise  the  iByhag 
out  certain  public  roads,  and  for  other  purposes,^ 
one  thousand  four  hundred  and  one  doOara  and 
seventy-five  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  several  Lean  offiotiSf 
thirteen  thousand  two  hundved  and  fifty  do&tu. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks,  of  the  Com* 
mieioners  of  Loans,  including  a  sum  of  two  t^om* 
sand  dollars  in  addition  to  tl^  amoum  herctofofe 
allowed  by  law,  and  for  allowante  to  eenalB 
Loan  officers^  in  lieu  of  clerk*hire,  and  to  defm 
the  authorized  expenses  of  the  oeveful  Loaui  of- 
fices, seventeen  thousand  dolisrs. 

For  compensation  to  the  Sfnrvevor  Qenetai 
and  his  clerks,  three  tfaaueaMl  two  huudfod  del* 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  of  Lauds 
south  of  Tennessee,  and  the  clerks  emplo^d  is 
his  office,  and  for  stationery  and  other  eontrngCB^ 
cles,  three  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  of  the  Mint, 
vix: 

The  Director,  two  tbotisand  dollaiv. 

The  Treasurer,  one  thousand  two  huttdred  dol- 
lars. 

The  Assayer,  one  thousand  five  hnndrod  del* 
lars. 

The  Chief  Coiner,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
doUars. 

The  Melter  and  Refiner,  one  thousand  ^w 
hundred  dollars. 

The  Engraver,  one  thousand  two  hundr^  do(^ 
lars. 

One  clcfk,  at  seven  hundred  dollars. 

One  clerk,  at  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  wages  to  the  persons  employed  in  the  dif- 
ferent operations  of  the  Mint,  including  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars  allowed  to  an  asstetmut 
coiner  and  die  forger,  and  six  hundred  dollars 
allowed  to  an  assistant  engraver,  eight  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  furnaces,  cost  of  iron  and  am* 
chinery,  rents,  and  other  contingent  expeuser 
of  the  Mint,  three  thousand  seven  hundred  dol- 
lars. ^ 

For  allowances  for  wastage  in  the  gold  aal 
silver  coinage,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judgusi  and 
Secretary,  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  nine  tko^ 
sand  dollars. 

For  cost  of  stf  tioneryi  office  rent,  aud  ether 
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etotiiigcnt  expeoMt  of  Mitd  Tenritorf,  three  him- 
dmd  and  fifty  dollan. 

For  eotnpeDcatkm  to  the  Qorernor,  JodgeS)  aod 
Secretary  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  six  thousand 
•is  hundred  daiftars* 

Far  eovt  of  statifmery,  office  rent,  aod  other 
e«atiaf  ent  cxj^nses  of  said  Territory,  three  hua- 
drad  and  fifty  dollars. 

Forcompeoaation  to  the  Qoreraor,  Jadgeit,and 
Saeretary,  of  the  Micb%aa  Territory,  six  tboo- 
ttild  SIX  hundred  dollars. 

For  cost  of  stationery,  ofiice  rent,  and  other 
eoBtingeot  expenses,  of  said  Territory,  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  conipensaiion  to  the  Gk>vemor,  Judges, 
end  Seoretary,  of  the  Missouri  Territory,  seren 
thfoosand  eight  htwdred  dollarar 

For  coat  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
oovtingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hnn- 
dfed  aod  illy  dollavs. 

For  compeMation  lo  the  Governor,  Judges, 
asd  Saerets^,  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  six  thou- 
smmI  six  hundred  doUarsw 

Far  cost  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
eontittgeDi  expenees  of  said  Territory,  three  hun- 
dred aud  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  demands  a^inst  the 
United  States,  on  aeoouot  of  the  cirii  depart- 
ment, not  otherwise  proFided  for,  as  shall  haTe 
haea  admitted  in  due  course  of  settlement  at  tlie 
Treasury,  two  thousand  dollars. 

Fbr  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  Chief 
Joatioe,  the  associate  Judges^  and  district  Judges, 
of  the  Uaited  States,  including  the  Chief  Justice 
and  asmoiate  Judges  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
asd  the  Attorney  General,  sixty-two  thousand 
dollars. 

For  like  compessations  granted  to  the  several 
district  attorneys  of  the  United  Stales,  iocludiiig 
those  of  the  several  Territories,  four  thousand  six 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  like  compensations  granted  to  the  several 
marshals  for  the  distriate  of  Maine,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Vermont,  New  Jersey,  North  Carolina, 
Kentucky,  Ohio,  Bast  and  West  Teonesseti,  and 
of  the  several  Territories  of  the  United  States, 
three  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme, 
Circoit,  and'Dtj^trict  courts  of  the  United  States, 
including  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  jurors 
and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  funds  arising  from 
fines,  penalties^  and  forfeitures,  and  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  prosecutions  for  offences  aj^ainst 
the  United  Sutes,  and  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
prisoners,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted  by 
the  late  (Government,  eight  hundred  sixty  dollahs. 

For  the  payment  of  the  annual  allowance  to 
the  invalid  pen:fiooers  of  the  United  States,  nine- 
ty-eight thousand  dollars. 

For  the  maintenance  and  support  of  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers,  stakeages 
of  channels,  bars,  and  shoaU,  including  repairs 
and  improvements,  aod  contingent  expenses,  six- 
ty-nine thousand  oiie  hundred  dollars  and  twenty- 
eight  cents. 


For  the  following  objects,  being  the  balances 
of  former  appropriations,  for  the  same  purposes, 
carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  vi2 : 

For  erecting  light-houses  at  the  nMHith  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  at  or  near  the  pitch  of  Cape 
Lookout,  in  North  CaroHoa,  twenty  thousand 
dollars. 

For  building  a  light-house  on  the  south  point 
of  Cumberland  Island,  in  Gkorgia,  four  thousand 
dollars. 

For  building  a  light-house  on  the  south  point 
of  Sapelo  Island,  in  Georgia,  and'  placing  buoys 
and  beacons  on  Dobay  bar  and  Beach  point,  four 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-four  doUara 
and  eighty-one  cents. 

For  placing  buoys  and  beacons  at  or  near  the 
entrance  of  Beverhr  harbor,  in  Massachusetts, 
three  hundred  and  fffty  dollars. 

For  erecting  two  lights  on  Lake  Erie,  viz:  on 
or  near  Bird  tsland,  and  on  or  near  Presqtte  Isle^ 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  placing  two  beacons  and  buoys  at  or  near   / 
the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  New  Haven,  in  Con- 
necticut, one  hundred  dollars. 

For  placing  buoys  at  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bor of  Edgartown,  in  Massachusetts,  one  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  forty-three  dollars  and 
forty-three  cents. 

For  placing  buoys  at  or  near  the  main  bar  and 
new  inlet  bar  ofi*  Cape  Fear,  in  North  Carolina, 
two  thousand  dollars. 

For  erecting  a  beacon  on  a  point  of  land  near 
New  Inlet,  in  North  Carolina,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

For  completing  the  fittin|f  up  of  all  the  light- 
houses with  Wlnslow  Lewises  improvements,  in 
addition  to  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated  for 
that  purpose,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  surveying  the 
public  lands  within  the  several  Territories  of  the 
united  States,  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  support  and  safe-keeping  of  prisonera 
of  war,  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  continffent  expenses  of  Government, 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  printing  one  thousand  co- 
pies of  the  Digest  of  Manufactures,  pursuant  to  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
ninlh  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

For  the  suppoi^t  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  in 
addition  to  the  funds  already  appropriated  by 
law«  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  jsalaries,  allowances,  and  contingent 
expenses  of  Ministers  to  foreign  nations,  and  of 
Secretaries  of  Legation,  eighty-nine  thousand 
four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  foreign  nations,  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  intercourse  with  the  Barbary 
Powers,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  tne  relief  and  protection  of  distressed  Ame- 
rican seamen,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  agents  at  Paris  and  Copanha- 
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S!D,  in  relation  ta  prize  causes  and  captures  of 
inerican  vessels,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  discbarge  of  such  miscellaneous  claims 
ajfainst  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for.  as  shall  have  been  admitted  in  due 
course  of  settlement  at  the  Treasury,  four  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Sbc.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  appropriations,  hereinbefore  made,  «hall 
be  paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  fund  of  h\% 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  reserved  by'  the  act 
making  provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United 
States,  and  out  of  an^  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  24,  1814. 


An  Act  to  authorize  a  loan  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
twtnty-fiye  millions  of  dollars. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  tw6nty-five  millions  of  dollars,  to 
be  applied,  in  addition  to  the  moneys  now  in  the 
Treasury,  or  which  may  be  received  from  other 
sources,  to  defray  any  expenses  which  have  been 
or,  during  the  present  year,  majr  be  authorized  by 
lawj  and  for  which  appropriations  have  been  or, 
durinf^  the  present  year,  may  be  made  by  law : 
Provided,  That  no  engagement  or  contract  shall 
be  entered  into  which  shall  preclude  the  United 
States  from  reimbursing  any  sum  or  sums  thus 
borrowed  at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of 
twelve  years  from  the  last  day  of  December  next. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  be  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  to  be  constituted 
certificates  of  stock,  signed  b^  the  Register  of 
the  Treasury,  or  by  a  Commissioner  of  Loans, 
for  the  sum  to  be  borrowed  by  this  act,  or  for  any 
part  thereof,  and  the  same  to  be  sold.  And  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasurv  shall  lay  before  Con- 
gress, duriug  the  first  week  in  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen, 
an  account  of  all  the  moneys  obtained  by  the  sale 
of  the  certificates  of  stock  in  manner  aforesaid, 
together  with  a  statement  of  the  rate  at  which 
the  same  may  have  been  sold. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  employ  an  agent  or 
agents  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  subscriptions 
to  the  loan  auihorized  by  this  act,  or  of  selling 
any  part  of  the  stock  to  be  created  by  virtue 
thereof.  A  commission  not  exceeding  one  quar- 
ter of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amount  thus  sold,  or 
for  which  subscriptions  shall  have  been  thus  ob- 
tained, may,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
be  allowed  to  such  ageot  or  agents;  and  a  sum 
not  exceeding  sixty-six  thousand  dollars,  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  is  hereby^ appropriated  for  pay- 
ing the  amount  of  such  commission  or  commis- 
sions as  may  be  thus  allowed,  and  also  for  defray- 


ing the  expeaaes  of  printing  and  iasving  the  aob- 
scription  certificates,  and  certificates  of  slock,  mnd 
other  expenses  incident  to  the  completing  of  the 
loan  authorized  by  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so 
much  of  the  funds  constittt|ing  the  anjiaai  ap- 
propriation of  eight  millions  of  doliara  for  U&e 
f payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  pab- 
ic  debt  of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  wanted 
for  that  purpose,  after  satisfying  the  sums  neoae- 
sary  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  such 
part  of  the  principal  of  such  debt  as  the  United 
States  are  now  pledged  annually  to  pay  or  reim- 
burse, is  hereby  pledged  and  appropriated  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  for  the  reim- 
bursement of  the  principal  of  the  stock  which 
may  be  created  by  virtue  of  this  act.  It  shall 
accordingly  ne  the  duty  of  the  Commbsiooera  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  to  cause  to  be  applied  and  paid 
out  of  the  said  fund,  yearly,  such  sum  and  soma  as 
may  be  annually  wanted  to  discharge  the  inter- 
est accruing  oa  the  said  stock,  and  to  reimburse 
the  principal  as  the  same  become  dne^  and  mmj 
be  discharged  in  conformity  with  the  teroM  of 
the  loan  ;  and  they  are  further  authorized  to  ap- 
ply, from  time  to  time,  such  sum  or  sums  oat 
of  the  said  fund  as  they  may  think  proper, 
towards  redeeming,  by  purchase  and  at  a  price 
not  above  par,  the  principal  of  the  said  stock,  or 
any  part  thereof.  And  the  faith  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  pledged  to  establish  ^sufiicient 
revenues  for  making  good  any  deficiency  that 
may  hereafter  take  place  in  the  funds  hereby  ap- 
propriated for  paying  the  said  interest  and  prin- 
cipal sums,  or  any  of  them,  in  manner  aforesaid. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enaded,  That  ic  shall 
be  lawful  for  any  of  the  banks  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  to  lend  any  part  of  the  sum  authoriied 
to  be  borrowed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  anything 
in  any  of  their  charters  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

Approved,  March  24, 1814.  ^ 

An  Act  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the  District  Conrts 
of  the  United  States  for  the  Virgiida  District. 

Be  it  enacted,  if  c.  That,  instead  of  the  time 
heretofore  prescribeu  by  law  for  the  sessions  of 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
Virginia  district,  the  said  court  shall  hereafter  ' 
commence  its  sessions  on  the  following  days  in 
each  year,  that  is  to  say :  on  the  twelfth  daf  of  ^ 
April,  and  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  October,  in  the 
city  of  Richmond,  and  on  the  first  day  of  May, 
and  on  the  first  day  of  November, in  the  borough 
of  Norfolk. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  court,  at  its  sessions  to  be  commenced  bv 
virtue  of  this  act,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  April 
next,  in  the  city  of  Richmond,  and  on  the  nnt 
day  of  May  next,  in  Norfolk,  shall  have  the  same 
right,  power,  and  jurisdiction  over  all  actions, 
suits,  process,  notices,  pleadings,  and  recogni- 
sances, and  all  other  proceedings,  of  what  nauire 
or  kind  soever,  civil  or  criminal,  as  the  said 
court  might  or  could  possess  and  lawfullf  exer- 
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cise,  if  the  sessions  of  the  said  court,  iottead  of 
being  commenced  on  the  said  twelfth  day  of  April 
next,  and  the  said  first  day  of  May  next,  should 
hare  been  commenced  on  the  days  heretofore, 
prescribed. 

Sbc.  3.  And  be  it  further  eiiactedj  That,  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  all  actions,  suits, 
process,  notices,  pleadings,  and  recognisances, 
and  all  other  prooeedinss  of  what  nature  or  kind 
soever,  civil  or  criminal,  returnable  to  or  havioff 
day  in  the  said  court  durins  the  session  thereof, 
shall  be  returnable  to  and  Save  day  in  the  ses- 
sions of  the  said  court,  as  prescribed  by  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  It  Jurther  enacted^  That  if,  at 
any  time,  the  day  prescribed  by  this  act  for  com- 
mencing a  session  of  the  saia  court  shall  be  a 
Sunday,  the  said  court  shall  commence  and  hold 
its  session  on  the  following  day. 

Approved,  March  34, 1814. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  *<An  act  laying  da* 

ties  on  all  sales  at  anction  of  merchandise  and  of 

ships  and  vessels.'* 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  condition  of  the 
bond  required  to  be  given  by  every  auctioneer,  by 
the  third  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  lay- 
ing duties  on  sales  at  auction  of  merchandise  and 
of^ships  and  vessels,''  passed  the  twenty-fourth 
day  .of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen,  shall  be,  that  the  said  auctioneer  shall 
render  tne  quarterly  account,  in  writing,  required 
of  him  by  said  act,  within  twenty  days  after  the 
first  day  of  April,  July,  October,  and  January,  in 
each  year,  and  that  in  the  said  quarterly  return 
shall  oe  stated  the  aggregate  amount  of  goods, 
wares,  merchandise,  and  efiec^,  liable  to  duty, 
sold  by  him  on  each  day  during  the  quarter,  with 
the  date  of  such  sale,  anything  in  the  said  act 
contained  to  the  contrary  Notwithstanding. 

Approved,  March  24, 1814. 

An  Act  concerning  Shawneetown. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  a  tract  of  land,  not  ex- 
ceeding two  sections,  in  the  Illinois  Territory, 
adjoining  Shawneetown,  shall,  under  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Surveyor  General,  be  laid  ofi*  into 
town  lots,  streets,  and  avenues,  and  out-lota,  in 
the  same  manner,  under  the  same  restrictions,  as 
are  prescribed  by  the  sixth  section  of  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  providing  for  the  sale  of  certain 
lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," approved  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten.  And  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Surveyor  General,  or  the  person 
by  him  authorized  to  carry  this  act  into  efi'ect,  to 
select  the  two  sections  so  as  to  extend  the  said 
town  to  the  high  lands  in  the  rear  of  the  town,  as 
it  is  now  laid  out. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
lots  in  said  town  shall  be  offered  for  sale  at  the 
same  lime,  and  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions, 
as  are  provided  by  the  sixth  section  of  the  before 
recited  act. 

Approved,  March  28, 1814. 


An  Act  for  the  better  organizing,  paying,  and  supply- 
ing, the  Army  of  the  United  States. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  first,  second,  aod 
third  regiments  of  artillery  be  formed  into  one 
corps,  and  organized  into  twelve  battalions,  as 
follows,  to  wit :  six  lieutenant  colonels,  six  ma- 
jors, twelve  adjutants^  twelve  quartermasters, 
and  forty-eight  companies. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each 
company  shall  consist  of  one  captain,  one  first  lieu- 
tenant, two  second  lieutenants,  one  third  lieuten- 
ant, five  sergeants,  one  quartermaster's  sergeant, 
ei^nt  corporals,  four  musicians,  and  one  hundred 
privates. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
President  be  authorized  to  assign  one  of  the  two 
second  lieutenants  hereby  provided  for  each  com- 
pany, as  a  conductor  ot  artillery  for  said  com- 
pany, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  receipt,  and 
account  for  all  ammunition,  implements^  and 
cannon,  furnished  by  the  ordnance  department 
for  said  conlpany,  and  to  do  and  perform  auch 
other  services  as  the  War  Department  may  di- 
rect ;  and  that  for  the  performance  of  these  ser- 
vices they  be  allowed  each  ten  dollars  extra  pay 
per  month. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  in 
lieu  of  the  two  rcffiments  of  light  dragoons  now  in 
service,  there  shall  be  organized  one  regiment,  to 
consist  of  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel, 
two  majors,  one  adjutant,  one  quartermaster,  one 
surgeon,  two  surgeons'  ipates,  one  sergeant  ma- 
jor, one  quartermaster  sergeant,  one  principal 
musician,  one  principal  farrier,  and  eight  troops. 
Sec.  5.  And  be  it  [further  enacted,  That  each 
troop  shall  consist  of  one  captain,  one  first  lieu- 
tenant, one  second  lieutenant,  one  third  lieuten- 
ant, one  cornet,  five  sergeants,  eight  corporals, 
one  riding  master,  one  master  of  the  sword,  two 
trumpeters  or  buglers,  one  farrier,  one  black- 
smith, one  saddler,  and  ninety-six  privates. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
officers  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  and  the  regiment 
of  light  artillery,  shall  severally  receive  the  same 
pay  as  is  now  provided  by  law  for  the  light  dra- 
goons in  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  and 
the  subalterns  of  all  other  corps  shall  be  allowed 
one  ration  in  addition  to  the  pay  authorized  by 
existing  law8« 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  annually  to  each  oon-commit- 
sioned  officer,  musician,  and  private,  in  the  corps 
of  sea-fencibles,  one  blanket,  one  knapsack,  and 
one  canteen. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  prescribe  the  quantity  and  kind 
of  clothing  to  be  issued  annually  to  the  troops  of 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  June  next,  the  officers 
of  the  Army  shall  be  entitled  to  waiters  agreeable 
to  grade,  as  follows :  a  major  general,  four  wait- 
ers ;  a  brigadier  general,  three ;  a  colonel,  two  $ 
the  physician  and  surgeon  general,  two  $  a  lien- 
tenant  colonel,  major,   and   hospital   surgeon, 
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61^,  one;  the  officers  of  each  company,  three 3 
every  commissioned  officer  who  holos  a  staff  ap- 
^fitment  which  fi^ives  the  rank  of  captain,  or 
a^  hif^her  grade,  one ;  and  to  every  company 
officer  who  commands  a  separate  post  detach- 
ment, one;  any  law  or  regulation  heretofore  ex- 
ming  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Seo.  10.  Audit  further  enacted,  That  no  offi- 
cer shall  be  permitted  to  employ  as  a  servant  any 
soldkr  from  the  line  of  the  Army,  and  that  the 
serrants  of  officers,  not  exceeding  the  number 
allowed  br  the  preceding  section,  shall  be  mos> 
ttred  with  some  corps  of  the  Army,  and  that, 
00  the  muster  rolls  formed  in  consequence  there- 
of, payment  shall  be  inade  in  money  to  the  offi- 
cers employing  them  in  lieu  of  wages,  subsist- 
ence, and  cfothing,  by  the  paymasters  of  the  sev- 
tftA  corps  or  districts  where  such  servants  are 
mastered,  at  the  rate  allowed  to  privates  of  infan- 
try, wbich  shall  be  published  to  the  Army  annual- 
ly, by  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  War. 
8kc.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  authorized  to 
appoint  so  many  assistant  apothecaries  as  the  ser- 
vice may,  in  his  judgment,  require;  each  of  whom 
shall  receive  the  same  pay  and  emoluments  as  a 
regiotieiital  surffeon's  mate. 

Beo.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  promotions  may 
be  made  through  the  whole  Army,  in  its  several 
lines  of  light  artillery,  light  dragoons,  artillery, 
infantry,  and  riflemen,  respectively ;  and  that  the 
Htflatfve  rank  of  oflicers  of  the  same  grade,  belong- 
ioff  to  regiments  or  corps  already  authoHzed,  or 
wEich  may  be  engaged  to  serve  for  five  years,  or 
dnring  the  war,  be  equalized  and  settled  by  the 
War  Department,  agreeably  to  established  rules; 
and  that  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  more  perfect  organization  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,''  passed  the  twenty-sixth  of  June, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelye,as  comes 
wHhin  the  pnrriewand  meaning  of  this  act,  be 
and  th€  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

(Etec.  13.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That,  for 
tbe  purpose  of  avoiding  unnecessary  expenses  in 
ihm  Military  Establishment,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  in 
case  of  failure  in  filling  the  rank  and  file  of  any 
regiment  or  regiments,  to  consolidate  such  defi- 
cient regiment  or  regiments,  and  discharge  all 
sopernumerary  officers:  Provided,  That  officers 
so  diseharged  shall  be  allowed,  in  addition  to  the 
mHeage  already  authorized  by  law,  three  months' 
pay  to  each. 

Seo.  H.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  every 
non-commissioned  officer  and  private  of  the  Army, 
of  officer,  non-commissioned  officer,  and  private 
of  any  militia  or  volunteer  corps,  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  who  has  been  or  who  may 
be  captured  by  the  enemy,  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive durin&r  his  captivity,  notwithstanding  the 
expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  the  same  pay, 
subsistence,  and  allowance  to  which  he  may  be 
entitled  whilst  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United 
States:  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  entitle  any  prisoner  of  war, 


of  the  militfa,to  the  pay  and  compensation  herein 
provided  after  the  date  of  his  parole,  other  thaa 
the  travelling  expenses  allowed  by  law. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
five  regiments  which,  by  the  first  sectioQ  of  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  in  addition 
to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  raise  an  additional 
military  force,  and  for  other  purposes.'"  were  an- 
thorized  to  be  enlisted,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  for  and  during  the 
war.  may  be  enlisted,  at  the  option  of  the  recruit, 
for  nve  years,  or  for  and  during  the  war,  unless 
sooner  discharged;  tAe  provisions  of  the.said  act 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Seo.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
commissary  general  of 'ordnance  may  employ  in 
his  department,  besides  blacksmiths  and  wheef- 
wrights^  other  mechanics,  such  as  the  public  ser- 
vice may  require,  who  shaH,  together  with  the 
said  blacksmiths  and  wheelwrights,  be  mustered 
under  the  general  denomination  of  artificers;  and 
such  artificers,  being  hereafter,  or  having  been 
heretofore,  enbsted  to  serve  for  the  term  of  Ave 
years,  or  during  the  war,  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
same  annual  allowance  of  clothing  as  is  or  may 
be  provided  for  the  soldiers  of  the  Army. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  the 
laborers  who  may  be  hereafter  enlisted  to  serve  in 
the  ordnance  department,  for  the  term  of  five 
vears  or  during  the  war,  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
bounty  of  twenty-five  dollars  in  money,  and  the 
same  annual  allowance  of  clothing  as  is  or  may 
be  provided  for  the  soldiers  of  the  Army. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  the 
physician  and  surgeon  general  of  the  Army  be 
entitled  to  two  rations  per  day  and  forage  for  two 
horses ;  and  that,  in  addition  to  their  pay  as  at 
present  established  by  law,  the  regiment^  sur- 
geons and  regimental  sprgeoos'  mates  be  entitled 
to  fifteen  dollars  per  month  each. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,*rhsitt}Le%{^ 
de-camp  of  major  generals  shall  be  taken  from  the 
captains  and  subalterns  of  the  line;  and  the  aids- 
<le-carop  of  brigadier  generals  from  the  subalterns 
of  the  line;  and  that  it  shall  not  be  hwfal  to 
take  more  than  one  aid-decamp  from  a  regt  menC 
Sec.  aO.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  in 
no  case  shaH  the  district  paymasters  or  quarter- 
masters of  any  grade  be  uken  from  the  line  of 
the  Army. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  UfMher  enacted,  That  die 
officers  of  the  volunteer  corps,  aiuhoriz^d  by  the 
act  of  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  Febrtrary,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  be  entitled 
to  promotion  in  the  line  of  the  Army;  and  that 
the  Pr^ldent  of  the  United  States,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  be  authorized  to 
make  all  necessary  appointments,  and  to  fill  all 
vacancies,  which  may  happen  in  the  same. 
Approved,  March  30, 1814. 

An  Act  anAoriting  the  Presidsnt  of  the  United  States 
to  exchange  a  certain  parcel  of  land  in  the  d^  of 
New  Torl^  for  ether  lands  in  the  same  dUbf  m  its 
vicini^. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc.,  Tbnt  the  President  of  the 
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United  Slater  be  and  hereby  is  authorized,  io  case 
the  same  can,  in  his  opinion,  be  done  without  dis- 
advantage to  the  United  States,  to  grant  and  re- 
lease to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty 
of  the  citv  of  New  York,  and  their  successors 
forever,  all  the  right,  title,  and  interest  of  the 
United  States  in  and  to  a  certain  lot  or  parcel  of 
land  lying  in  the  said  city  of  New  York,  and 
bein^  that  parcel  of  land  first  described  in  a  deed 
bearing  date  the  sixth  day  of  Mav,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eight,  siffned  by  Daniel  D. 
.  Tompkins,  John  Broome,  John  Lansing.  James 
Kent,  and  Dewitt  Clinton,  acting  as  commis* 
.siooert  under  the  authority  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  for  the  purpose  of  granting  to  the  United 
States  the  use  aod  jurisdiction  of  three  several 
parcels  of  land  therem  described :  Fravided^  That 
there  be  conveyed  in  fee  simple  to  the  United 
States,  in  exchange  for  the  same,  other  land  ne- 
cessary or  proper  to  be  occupied  for  the  safetv 
and  defience  or  the  citv  of  New  York,  and  which 
may  be  equally  advantageous  to  the  United  States; 
and  in  case  the  lands  to  be  conveyed  in  exchange 
to  the  United  States  shall  be  of  less  value  than 
the  land,  with  its  improvements,  hereby  author- 
ized to  be  conveyed  to  the  Mayor.  Aldermen,  and 
Commonalty,  the  difference  in  value  may  be  paid 
to  the  Unitea  States  in  money ;  the  respective 
valuation  to  be  ascertained  in  such  manner  and 
.form  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may 
direct. 
Approved,  March  30, 1814. 


An  Act  providing  ibr  the  indemnification  of  certain 
dainunts  of  public  lands  in  the  Miisissippi  Terri- 
tory. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  every  person  or  per- 
aons  claiming  poblio  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  and  west 
of  the  State  of  Georgia,  under  the  act,  or  pre- 
tended act  of  the  State  of  Qeorifia,  entitled  "  An 
a«t  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  '  An  act  for 
appropriating  a  part  of  the  unlocated  territory  of 
this  State  for  the  payment  of  the  late  State  troops' 
and  other  purpoees  therein  mentioned,  declaring 
the  right  or  this  State  to  the  unappropriated  terri- 
tory thereof,  for  the  protection  and  support  of  the 
frontiers  of  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes,'* 
passed  January  the  seventh,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-five,  who  have  exhibited  the 
evidence  of  their  claims  to  th6  Secretary  of  State, 
for  the  purpose  of  having  the  same  recorded  in 
books  in  hts  ofllce,  conformable  to  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, passed  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  three,  entitled  ^An  act  regulating 
the  grants  of  lands,  ana  providing  for  the  disposal 
of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,"  shall  be  allowed  until  the 
first  Monday  of  January  next  to  deposite  in  the 
ofike  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  a  sufficient  legal  release  of  all  such  claim 
or  claims  to  the  United  States,  and  an  assignment 
and  transfer  to  the  United  States  of  their  ri^t 
and  claim  to  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  which 
by  tham,  or  the  persons  from  whom  they  or  aay 
13th  Coy.  2d  Sjbss. — 89     - 


of  them  have  derived  their  claima^  were  deposited 
or  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
as  the  consideration  of  the  purchase  of  the  land 
for  which  their  release  of  claim  is  deposited  ^s 
aforesaid;  and  also,  a  power  to  sue,  in  the  name 
of  such  claimant,  for  any  sum  or  sums  of  money 
assigned  as  aforesaid,  and  which  shall  have  been 
unlawfully  or  fraudulently  withdrawn  from  the 
treasury  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  such  release,  as- 
signment, transfer,  and  power,  to  take  effect  on 
the  indemnification  of  such  claimants  being  made 
conformably  to  ihe  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  fuHher  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States 
(for  the  time  being)  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby 
constituted  and  appointed  a  board  of  commis- 
sioners, to  meet  in  the  city  of  Washington,  on 
the  first  Monday  of  January  next ;  and,  as  soon 
as  may  be  practicable  thereafter,  they  or  any  two 
of  them  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and  required 
to  adjudge  and  determine  upon  the  sufficiency  of 
the  releases  and  assignments  and  powers  to  be 
executed  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  in  conformity  with  the  foregoing 
section ;  and  also  to  adjudge  and  finally  deter- 
mine  upon  all  controversies  arising  from  such 
claims  so  released  as  aforesaid,  which  may  be 
found  to  conflict  with,  and  to  be  adverse  to,  each 
other;  and  also  to  adjudge  and  determine  upon 
all  such  claims  under  the  aforesaid  act,  or  pre- 
tended act  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  as  may  be 
found  to  have  accrued  to  the  United  States  by 
operation  of  law :  Provided.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  cause  to  be 
published,  for  the  period  of  three  months  before 
the  said  meeting,  at  least  onee  a  week,  in  all  the 
public  newspapers  in  which  the  acts  of  Congress 
are  by  authority  published,  notice  of  the  purposes 
and  of  the  time  and  place  of  such  mee^ting. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enc^ted,  That,  as 
soon  as  the  said  commissioners  shall  have  made 
report  to  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  of 
the  sufficiency  of  such  releases  and  assignments, 
to  the  amount  of  at  least  nine-tenths  of  the  whole 
lands  olatmed  by  virtue  of  the  sales  made  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  Sute  of  Georgia  to  the  re- 
spective companies  hereafter  enumerated,  exclu* 
live  of  such  claims  to  the  said  lands  as  shall  have 
vested  in  the  United  States  by  the  operation  of 
law,  and  shall  have  certified  to  him  the  names  of 
the  claimants,  whose  claims  they  have  finally 
adiudged  and  allowed,  and  the  respective  and 
relative  proportions  on  which  they  are  entitled 
to  the  indemnity  under  and  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
the  President  shall  be  and  he  hereby  is  author- 
ized and  required  to  cause  to  be  issued  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  Slates,  to  such  claimants, 
respectively,  (of  convenient  amount  for  circula- 
tion,)  certificates  of  stock,  not  bearing  interest, 
and  expressing  on  their  face  that  the  same  are 
payable  out  of  the  first  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  arising  from  the  sale  of 
public  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  after  the 
money  due  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  the  expen- 
ses of  surveying  such  lands,  have  been  satisfied. 
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T9  the  persons  claiming  in  the  name  of  or  un- 
der the  Upper  Mississippi  Company)  including 
such  share  or  ^shares  as  may  be  found  to  haTe 
vested  in  the  United  States,  and  for  which  the 
United  States  are  to  be  considered  entitled  to  the 
respective  proportions  for  the  same,  (and  exclu- 
sive of  all  claims  usually^  denominated  in  the 
former  report  of  the  commissioners  aforesaid  citi- 
zens' claims,)  a  sum  not  exceeding  in  the  whole 
three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  persons  claiming  in  the  name  of  or  un- 
der the  Tennessee  Company,  uader  the  foregoing 
terms  add  restrictions,  a  sum  not  exceeding  in  the 
whole  six  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  persons  claimin|^  in  the  name  of  or 
under  the  Georgia  Mississippi  Company,  under 
the  like  terms  and  restrictions,  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing in  the  whole  one  million  five  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

To  the  persons  claiming  in  the  name  of  or 
under  the  Georgia  Company,  under  the  like  terms 
and  restrictions,  a  sum  not  exceeding  in  the  whole 
two  millions  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

To  the  persons  claiming  under  citizens'  rights, 
including  such  share  or  shares  as  have  already 
accrued  to  the  United  States  by  operation  of  law, 
or  by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  to  which  the 
United  States  are  to  be  considered  entitled  to  the 
respective  proportions  for  the  same,  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  whole  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars :  Provided^  That  any  person  having 
claim  under  either  of  the  said  companies,  and  enti- 
tled to  indemnity  by  virtue  of  this  act,shall  receive 
such  indemnity  only  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
of  such  claims :  Ana  provided  also,  That  no  claim 
shall  be  allowed,  or  any  indemnification  made 
therefor,  to  any  person  or  persons  who  have  vol- 
untarily surrendered  the  evidence  of  their  claims 
to  the  said  lands  under  the  act  of  Georgia  of  the 
thirteeoth  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-six,  or  under  any  subsequent  act 
of  the  said  State,  and  which  at  the  time  of  the 
aarrender  would  have  vested  the  title  in  such 
claimants  had  the  title  from  Georgia  been  valid, 
or  who  have  received  the  money  dci>osited  as  the 
consideratiou  of  the  purchase  of  said  land  thus 
surrendered  ;  but  all  such  lands  shall  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  vested  in  the  United  States,  ex- 
onerated, and  discharged  from  all  such  claims 
without  any  further  surrender  or  release  what- 
ever, and  the  dividends  to  be  made  to  claimants 
who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  this  act 
shall  be  lessened  in  proportion  to  the  claim  so  sur- 
rendered or  withdrawn  :  And  provided  also,  That 
DO  person  or  persons  shall  be  entitled  to  the  ben- 
efits of  this  act,  who,  by  himself,  herself,  or  them- 
selves, or  by  his,  her,  or  their  agent,  or  by  any 
person  or  persons  with  privity  afld  consent  of 
Dim,  her,  or  them,  shall  have  taken,  received,  or 
withdrawn,  from  the  treasury  of  the  State  of 
Georgia  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  which  had 
been  paid  and  deposited  as  the  consideration  of 
the  purchase  of  any  of  the  aforesaid  lands,  which 
person  or  persons  at  the  time  of  the  taking,  receiv- 
ing, or  withdrawing,  of  the  said  money,  was  or 


were  not  the  b6na  fide  tslaimant  or  claimants  of 
the  lands  for  the  purchase  of  which  the  said  money- 
had  been  deposited ;  and  all  and  every  the  share 
or  shares  of  such  person  or  persons  so  fraud nleatly 
drawing  the  money  as  aforesaid,  as  may  be  found  to 
have  been  claimed  bysuch  person  or  persons,  at  the 
time  of  recording  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  the  evidences  of  their  claim  or  claims,  aball 
be  vested  in  the  United  States,  and  the  dividends 
to  be  made  to  the  claimants  entitled  to  the  benefits 
of  this  act  shall  be  lessened  in  proportion  thereto: 
And  provided  also.  That  each  and  every  person, 
before  receiving  the  certificates  of  stock  aforesaid, 
shall,  after  the  two  foregoing  provisoes  have  been 
read  to  him.  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath, 
viz :  ^  I.  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swear,  or  affirm,  (as 
the  case  may  be)  that  I  have  not,  nor  has  any  per- 
son for  whose  interest  I  now  act,  either  as  a^nt 
or  trustee,  or  as  executor,  administrator,  or  beurat 
law,  done  and  performed  4ny  act,  which,  by  the 
tenor  of  the  two  provisoes  I  have  heard  read  to  me, 
would  disqualify  me  from  receiving  the  indem- 
nity afibrded  by  the  provisions  of  this  ace'' 

Sbc.  4.  And  be  it Jurther  enacted.  That  the  said 
certificates  of  stock  shall  be  receivable  in  payment 
of  the  public  lands,  to  be  sold  after  the  dale  of 
such  certificates,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory: 
Provided,  That  on  every  hundred  dollars  to  be 
paid  for  such  land,  ninety-five  dollars  shall  be 
receivable  in  said  certificates,  and  five  dollars  in 
cash :  Provided,  That  no  person  or  persons  mak- 
ing payment  for  lands  in  certificates  auihorized 
to  be  issued  by  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
discount  for  prompt  payment  now  allowed  by  law 
to  purchasers  of  public  lands^ 

Seo.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from 
and  after  such  sufficient  releases  from  the  elaim- 
ants  to  the  United  States  shall  be  lodged « in  the 
office  of  Secretary  of  State,  as  is  hereinbefore 
provided  in  this  act,  all  such  sum  or  sums  of 
money  remaining  in  the  possession  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  which  may  have  been  deposited  aa 
the  consideration  of  the  purchase  of  the  said  landa, 
together  with  such  interest,  if  any  there  bc^  as 
may  have  accrued  thereon,  shall  be  set  over  aad 
paid  by  the  said  Commissioners  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  in  part  payment  of  the  one  million  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  stipulated  to 
be  paid  by  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cesaioa 
between  the  United  Sutes  and  the  State  of 
Georgia. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  aaj 
person  or  persons,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  of  the  thirteenth  of  February, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six,  or  of 
any  subsequent  act,;8hall  have  taken,  received,  or 
withdrawn  from  the  treasury  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, any  sum  or  sums  of  money  which  had  been 
paid  or  deposited  as  the  consideration  of  the  pur- 
chase of  any  of  the  aforesaid  lands,  which  person 
or  persons  at  the  time  of  receiving  or  withdraw- 
ing said  sum  or  suras  of  raonev  as  aforesaid,  were 
not  the  bona  fide  claimants  of  the  lands  for  the 
purchase  of  which  said  money  had  been  paid  or 
deposited ;  or  if  sueh  person  or  persons  bad  aol, 
at  the  time  the  legal  title  vested  in  them,  anp- 
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posing  the  title  of  Georgia  to  have  beea  Talid, 
erery  such  person  or  persons  who  shall  have  taken, 
received,  or  withdrawn  the  money  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  to  have  had  and 
received  the  same  to  and  for  the  use  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  shall  be  and  herebjr  are  declared 
10  be  h olden  and  liable  to  refund  and  pay  to  the 
United  States,  or  to  the  treasury  of  the  State  of 
Qeorgia  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  all  such 
sum  or  sums  of  money  so  had  and  received  as 
aforesaid,  with  legal  interest  from  the  time  he,  she 
or  thejr  so  received  the  same.  And  the  aforesaid 
Commissioners  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  fur- 
ther authorized  and  directed  to  examine  into  and 
investigate  all  cases  coming  within  the  purview 
of  this  section,  and  to  claim  such  sum  or  sums  of 
money  to  be  pjaid  to  the  United  States  as  to  them 
shall  appear  just  and  reaaibnable,  and  in  case  of 
refusal  to  pay  the  same,  to  direct  suits  to  be  com- 
menced for  the  recovery  of  the  same,  in  such 
form  and  manner  as  shall  be  thought  most  advi- 
sable, making  plaintiff  or  complainant,  as  they 
shall  think  ^st,  either  the  United  States,  the 
claimants  whoshall  have  transferred  to  the  United 
States  their  right  of  action  against  the  aforesaid 
persons,  or  the  State  of  Georgia  as  bailee  of  the 
money  so  taken,  received,  and  withdrawn  from 
the  treasury  of  the  said  State :  Provided,  That 
if  it  should  be  thought  advisable  to  institute  the 
suits  for  the  recovery  of  the  moneys  aforesaid  in 
the  name  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  or  of  its  proper 
officers,  the  consent  thereto  from  the  proper  au- 
thority of  the  State  of  Georgia  shall  be  first  had 
and  obtained  :  And  provided  cUeo,  That  the  said 
suits  shall  be  conducted  at  the  proper  expense  of 
the  United  States. 

Sfic.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  be  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  apply  to  the  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  for  all  such  vouchers  and  tes- 
timony, within  the  archives  or  treasurer  of  the 
said  State,  as  may  be  necessary  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  when- 
ever the  legal  estate  in  any  of  the  said  lands  (sup- 
posing the  said  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Georgia  of  the  seventeenth  of  January,  seven- 
teen hundred  and  ninety-five,  had  been  valid  and 
effectual)  shall  be  vested  in  any  person  or  persons 
who,  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall 
be  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  guardians  of  such  person  or  per- 
sons, appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the 
respective  States  in  which  such  person  or  persons 
shall  reside,  to  execute  for  and  m  behalf  of  such 
person  or  persons,  and  deposite  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  the  re- 
lease, assignment,  and  power  mentioned  in  the 
first  section  of  thh  act ;  which'  said  release,  as- 
signment, and  power,  so  executed  and  deposited 
as  aforesaid,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  ffood  and 
effectual  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  that  in 
case  of  femes  covert  claiming  lands  under  the  act, 
or  pretended  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia  aforesaid, 
passed  the  seventh  of  January,  seventeen  hundred 
and  ninety-five,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  husband 


and  wife  to  join  in  the  execution  of  the  release,  as- 
signment, and  transfer  mentioned  in  the  first  see- 
tion  of  this  act,  and  that  such  release,  assignment, 
and  transfer  shall  be  good  and  effectual  as  to  the 
interest  of  such  wife :  Provided,  That  the  release, 
assignment,  and  transfer,  executed  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  acknowledged  before  a  judge  or  justice  of  a 
court  of  record,  and  shall  have  the  attestation  of 
such  judge  or  justice,  certifying  that,  on  the  sep- 
arate examination  of  the  wife,  she  had  acknowl* 
edged  that  she  had  freely  and  voluntarily  execu- 
ted the  same. 

Sbg.  9.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  or  pe/sons,  cfaimiog  lands  under  the  afore- 
said act,  or  pretended  act  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
passed  January  seventh,  seventeen  hundred  ana 
ninety-five,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  compromise 
and  make  settlement  of  all  such  claim  or  claims, 
in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  declared 
to  be,  exonerated  and  discharged  from  all  suck 
claim  or  claims,  and  the  same  shall  be  forever 
barred ;  and  no  evidence  of  any  such  claim  or 
claims  shall  be  admitted  to  be  pleaded  or  allowed 
to  be  given  in  evidenoe  in  any  court  whatever 
against  any  grant  derived  from  the  United  States. 

Approved,  March  31, 1814. 


An  Act  making  Elhtabeth  City  the  port  of  entry  and 

delivery  for  the  district  of  Camden,  in  the  State  of 

North  Carolina. 

Be  it  enacted,  <fc.,  That,  from  and  after  the 
first  daf  of  June  next,  the  port  of  entry  and  de- 
livery established  by  law  at  Plankbridge,  on  Saw- 
yer's creek,  for  the  district  of  Camden,  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  shall  be  abolished,  and 
the  town  of  Elizabeth  City,  on  Pasquotank  river, 
shall  be  the  port  of  entry  and  delivery  for  the  ^aid 
district ;  and  the  collector  for  the  said  district 
shall,  from  the  said  first  dav  of  June,  keep  his 
office  at  the  town  of  Elizabeth  City  aforesaid. 

Approved,  April  9,  1814. 


An  Act  for  the  better  organisation  of  the  Courts  of 
the  United  Sutes  within  the  SUU  of  New  York. 
Be  it  enacted^  ^^  That,  for  the  more  conve- 
nient transaction  of  business  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  within  the  State  of  New  York,  the 
said  State  shall  be  and  the  saioe  is  hereby  divided 
into  two  districts,  in  manner  following,  to  wit : 
the  counties  of  Rensselaer,  Albany,  Scb^ectady, 
Schoharie,  and  Delaware,  together  with  all  that 
part  of  the  said  State  lying  south  of  the  said 
above  mentioned  counties,  shall  compose  one  dis- 
trict, to  be  called  the  southern  district  of  New 
Yoric;  and  all  the  remaining  part  of  the  said 
State  shall  compose  another  district,  to  be  called 
the  northern  district  of  N^w  York  ;  and  that  the 
terms  of  the  district  court  in  the  said  southern 
district  shall  be  held  in  the  city  of  New  York,  at 
the  several  times  at  which  they  are  now  by  law 
directed  to  be  held  in  the  said  city;  and  that  the 
terms  of  the  said  court  in  the  said  northern  dis- 
trict shall  be  held  at  the  several  times  and  placea 
at  which  they  are  now  by  law  directed  to  be  held 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


282S 


APPENDIX- 


2821 


FtMic  Act9  of  Congre^e. 


m  that  part  of  the  State  of  New  York  iDcliklecl 
in  tbe  said  nortbero  district,  except  that  the  term 
of  the  said  court  now  holden  at  Geneva,  shall 
4ereafter'be  held  at  the  village  of  Canandaigaa. 

Big.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  Mat- 
thias B.  Tallmadffe,  one  of  the  district  judges  of 
the  district  of  I^ew  York,  be  and  he  is  hereby 
assigned  as  tbe  judge  to  hold  the  said  district 
court  in  the  said  northern  district  of  New  York, 
and  to  do  and  perform  all  the  duties  appertaining 
to  bis  office  within  the  said  northern  district ; 
and  that  William  P.  Van  Ness,  tbe  remaining 
district  judge  of  tbe  district  of  New  York,  be  and 
he  is  hereby  assigned  as  the  jud^  to  hold  the 
said  court  in  the  said  southern  district  of  New 
York^  and  to  do  and  perform  all  the  duties  ap- 
pertaining to  his  said  office  within  the  said  south- 
ern district.  And  it  is  hereby  also  made  the  duty 
of  the  judffe  of  the  said  southern  diktrict  to  hold 
the  several  district  courts  hereinbefore  directed 
to  be  holden  in  the  said  northern  district,  in  case 
of  the  inability,  on  account  of  sickness  or  ab* 
•ence,  of  the  said  Matthias  B.  Talimadge  to  hold 
the  same. 

Sac.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  shall  be  held 
in  and  for  the  said  southern  district  of  New  York, 
at  the  city  of  New  York,  at  the  times  and  in  the 
ottnner  now  directed  by  law  to  be  held  in  and 
ibr  the  district  of  New  York;  and  that  the  dis- 
trict court  in  the  said  northern  district  of  New 
York,  ihall,  besides  the  ordinary  jurisdiction  of  a 
district  court,  have  jurisdiction  of  all  causes,  ex- 
cept of  appeals  and  writs  of  error  cognizable  by 
law  in  a  circuit  court,  and  shall  proceed  therein 
in  the  same  manner  as  a  circuit  court ;  and  writs 
of  error  shall  lie  from  decisions  therein  to  the  cir- 
cuit court  in  the  said  southern  district  of  New 
York,  in  the  same  manner  as  from  other  district 
courts  to  their  respective  circuit  courts. 

Approved,  April  9, 1814. 


An  Act  ibr  the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the 
State  of  Louiiiana  and  Territory  of  Miaaouri. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  every  person  or  per- 
sons, or  the  le^al  representatives  of  any  person 
or  persons  claiming  lands  in  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana, or  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  by  virtue  of 
any  incomplete  French  or  Spanish  grant  or  con- 
oession,  or  any  warrant  or  order  of  survey,  which 
wasgranted  prior  to  the  twentieth  ofDecember,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  for  lands  lying 
within  that  part  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  which 
composed  the  late  Territory  of  Orleans,  or  which 
was  granted  for  lands  lying  within  the  Territory 
of  Missouri,  before  the  tenth  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  and  where  the 
claimant,  or  the  person  under  whom  he  claims, 
were  resident  in  the  province  of  Louisiana  at  the 
respectives  times  aforesaid,  or  at  the  time  the  said 
concession,  warrant,  or  order  of  survey  was  grant- 
ed, and  whose  claims  have  been  filed  with  the 
proper  register  or  recorder  of  land  titles  accord- 
ing to  law,  and  are  embraced  in  the  report  of  the 
commissioners,  or  register,  or  recorder,  for  the 


district  within  which  the  lands  claimed  do  lie,  in 
every  case  where  it  shall  appear  by  the  said  re- 
port of  the  commissioners,  register,  or  recorder, 
that  the  concession,  warrant,  or  order  of  survey, 
under  which  the  claim  is  made,  contains  a  special 
location,  or  had  been  actually  located  or  surveyed 
within  the  late  Territory  of  Orleans  before  the 
twentieth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  three,  or  actually  located  or  surveyed 
within  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  before  the  tenth 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
four,  by  a  surveyor  duly  authorized  by  the  Gk>v* 
ernment  making  such  grant,  such  persons  shall 
be  and  they  are  hereby  confirmed  in  their  claims: 
Provided^  That  no  chiim  shall  be  confirmed  by 
this  section  which  shallhave  been  adjudged  by 
either  of  the  boards  of  commissioners,  or  a  regis- 
ter or  receiver  of  pilblic  moneys,  or  a  recorder, 
acting  as  such,  to  be  antedated  or  otherwise  fraud- 
ulent; nor  any  one  to  claim  a  greater  quantity  of 
land  than  the  number  of  acres  contained  in  one 
league  square,  nor  the  claim  of  any  person,  in  his 
own  right,  who  has  received,  in  his  own  right,  a 
donation  grant  from  the  United  States,  in  said 
State  or  Territory :  And  provided  ako^  That  do 
confirmation  made  by  this  section  shall  affect  the 
rights  of  any  person  claiming  the  same  lands  or 
any  part  thereof,  whose  claim  has  been  confirmed 
by  a  board  of  commissioners  for  ascertainiiig  and 
adjusting  claims  to  land  in  said  State  or  Terri- 
tory, nor  preclude  a  judicial  decision  between 
private  claimants  in  such  interfering  claims. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
person  or  persons  claiming  lands  in  the  said  State 
or  Territory,  by  right  o(  donation  under  aoy 
former  laws,  whose  claims  are  contained  in  the  re- 
port of  any  of  the  boards  of  commissioners,  or  the 
report  of  the'  register  and  receiver  of  public 
moneys,  or  of  the  recorder  of  land  rides,  made, 
or  hereafter  to  be  made,  under  existing  laws,  atid 
which  claims  shall  appear  by  the  said  reports  Bot 
to  have  been  confirmed,  merely  because  the  traels 
claimed  were  not  inhabited  on  the  twentieth  «f 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three, 
such  person  or  f>ersons  shall  be  «nd  they  are 
hereby  confirmed  in  their  respective  claims :  Pro* 
vided  That  in  every  other  respect  sach  daiiaa 
shall  be  embraced  by  the  provisions,  and  confonn 
to  tho  limitations  and  restrictions  prescribed  by 
former  laws  for  granting  the  right  of  donatioos 
in  the  said  State  and  Territory. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  itjurther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  several  registers  of  the  laod 
offices,  and  of  the  recorder  of  land  titles  in  the 
State  or  Territory  aforesaid,  with  whom  the 
claims  in  theii^respective  districts  have  been  en- 
tered, which  are  confirmed  by  this  act,  in  all 
cases  where  the  land  has  not  been  surveyed  ac- 
cording to  law, 'to  make  out,  for  the  principal 
deputy  surveyor  of  the  district  in  which  the  land 
lies,  an  order  of  survey  for  each  tract  of  land  eon- 
firmed  under  this  act,  with  a  proper  description 
of  the  tracts  to  be  surveyed,  wherein  the  quantitjf-y 
locality,  boundaries,  and  connexion,  when  practi- 
cable, with  each  other, and  the  tracts  which  have 
been  heretofore  confirmed,  shall  be  stated;  and 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


2825 


APPENDIX. 


2828: 


PMie  Acts  qf  Congress. 


on  the  retarn  of  the  plat  of  sarvef,  or.  where  aD 
order  of  sarrey  is  not  necessary,  the  said  register 
or  recorder  of  land  titles  shall,  on  application  for 
that  purpose,  make  out  for  each  claimant  entitled 
thereto  by  the  pro7isions  of  this  act,  a  certificate 
of  confirmation,  directed  to  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  and  if  fiO  ^^^^^  appear 
to  the  satisfaction  of  said  commissioner,  that  such 
certificate  shall  have  been  fairly  obtained  accord- 
ing to  the  true  intent  aiid  meaning  of  this  act, 
then  and  in  that  case  patents  shall  l^  granted  in 
like  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  other 
lands  of  the  United  States.  And  the  said  regis- 
ter or  recorder  shall  be  entiUed  to  receive  from 
the  person  applying  therefor,  where  he  shall  have 
previously  issued  an  order  of  survey,  for  such  or- 
der of  survey  and  certificate,  the  sum  of  one  dol- 
lar and  fifty  cents,  and  for  each  certificate,  with- 
out an  order  of  survey,  the  sum  of  one  dollar. 

Sec.  4.  AndheUJurther  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  principal  deputy  surveyor,  on 
receiving  an  order  of  survey  from  the  register  or 
recorder  of  land  titles,  and  the  surveying  fees 
from  the  claimant,  which  shall  not  exceed  three 
dollars  for  every  mile  to  be  surveyed  and  marked, 
to  survey  or  cause  to  be  surveyed,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Surveyor  Gkneral^yr  surveyor  of 
the  lands  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  the 
several  tracts  of  land  confirmed  by  this  act;  and 
the  said  principal  deputy  surveyor  shall  make  re- 
turn of  the  surveys  in  separate  plats  to  the  regis- 
ter or  recorder  of  the  district  within  which  the 
land  lies,  and  also  transmit  to  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral, or  surveyor  of  the  lands  south  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  as  the  case  may  be,  a  plat  or  plats 
of  the  surveys  directed  to  be  made  bjr  this  section, 
who  shall  respectively  transmit  copies  thereof  to 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Gkneral  Land  Office. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  every 
person,  and  the  legal  representatives  of  every 
person,  who  has  actually  inhabited  and  cultivated 
a  tract  of  land  lying  in  that  part  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana  which  composed  the  late  Territory  of 
Orleans,  or  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  which 
tract  is  not  rightAiIly  claimed  by  any  other  per- 
son, and  who  shall  not  have  removed  from  said 
State  or  Territory,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  right  of 
pre-emption  in  the  purchase  thereof,  under  the 
same  restrictions,  conditions,  provisions,  and  regu- 
lations, in  every  respect,  as  is  directed  oy  the  act, 
entitled  ^An  act  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption, 
in  the  purchase  of  lands,  to  certain  settlers  in  the 
Illinois  Territory,"  passed  February  fifth,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Approved,  April  12, 1814. 


An  Act  to  iaeorporale  a  compcnj  lor  the  pnipose  of 
•applyuig  Georgetown  with  water. 
Be  it  enacted^  ^.,  That  a  company  shall  be 
incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  a 
copious  supply  of  i>ure  water  into  Georgetown, 
District  of  CoiumDia,  and  that  the  capital  stock 
of  said  companv  shall  consist  of  fkt^  thousand 
shares  of  ten  dollars  each^  and  that  subscriptions 
fbr  the  saitte  be  opened  in  Georgetown  on  the 


third  Monday  in  May  next,  under  the  direction 
of  Henry  Foxall,  Daniel  Bussard,  Clement  Sfrnth^ 
John  Gbsafter,  John  Biiason,  William  Marbary, 
Thomas  Corcoran,  Washington  Bowie,  Thomas 
Robertson,  Ninian  Magruder,  Joel  Brown,  and 
William  Crawford,  commissioners,  or  a  majority 
of  them* 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  commissioners,  after  giving  ten  days'  previous 
notice  in  two  newspapers  published  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  shall,  on  the  day  before  mentioned, 
proceed  to  receive  such  subscriptions,  but  no  per* 
son  or  persons,  bodies  corporate^  or  otherwise, 
shall  be  nermitted  to  subscribe  on  the  first  day 
for  more  than  ten  shares;  and  if  the  whole  amount 
be  not  subscribed  on  the  first  day.  the  books  shall 
remain  open  on.  the  second  day,  when  individuals 
or  bodies  corporate,  or  otherwise,  shail  subscribe 
for  double  the  number  allowed  on  the  first  day; 
and  if  on  the  end  of  the  second  day  the  whole 
amount  of  shares  are  not  subseribedfor,  the  books 
are  to  be  closed,  and  the  said  commissioners  may* 
at  any  time  receive  subscriptions  for  such  number 
of  shares  as  remain  unsubscribed  for :  Provided' 
always,  That  if  the  subscriptions  shall,  on  the 
first  dav,  exceed  the  number  of  shares  hereinbe* 
fore  allowed,  then,  and  in  such  case,  the  said 
commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed 
so  to  apportion  the  shares  subscribed  among  the 
several  subscribers,  by  such  proportional  reduo* 
tion  as  may  reduce  the  whole  to  the  number 
allotted. 

Seo.  3.  And  he  it  fitriher  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  conduct 
everv  operation  of  the  said  institution,  until  thej 
shall  be  superseded  by  the  appointment  of  di* 
rectors. 

Seo.  4.  And  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum 
of  one  dollar  shall  be  paid  to  the  said  commis- 
sioners on  each  share  at  the  time  of  subscribing, 
and  the  remaining  nine  dollars  by  instalments, 
not  exceeding  two  dollars  at  each  instalment,  as 
may  be  required  by  the  president  and  director* 
to  be  appointed  in  the  mode  hereinafter  prescribedj 
on  giving  twenty  days'  notice  in  two  newspapera 
printed  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  and  in  case 
of  failure  in  the  imyment  of  all  or  any  part  <^ 
said  instalmenu  for  the  space  of  ten  days-ajf^er 
the  same  shall  have  become  payable,  every  share 
on  which  such  failure  shall  have  taken  place 
shall  be  forfeited  to  the  coinpany. 

Sec.  5.  And  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sab- 
scribers  for  the  said  stock,  and  their  suceesaersi 
shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  % 
body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name  and  style 
of  The  Georgetown  Water  Company,  and  by 
that  name  shall  have  perpetual  succession,  ssA 
shall  be  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  niead 
and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  answereo,  de« 
fend  and  he  defended,  in  all  courts  of  judicetmra 
or  elsewhere,  and  to  make  use  of  one  coramoB 
seal,  and  the  same  to  alter  or  renew  at  their  pleas- 
ure,  and  generallv  to  do  and  perform  aU  things 
relative  to  the  object  of  the  instttotion  which 
now  is  or  shall  be  lawful  for  any  individual  or 
body  politic  or  oocporateto  do. 
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8io.  6.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That,  at 
soon  as  three  thousand  shares  shall  be  subscribed, 
the  eotnmissioners  hereby  authorized  to  receive 
sobscriptioDs  may  caii  a  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders, after  giving  not  less  four  weeks'  notice  in 
two  newspapers  published  in  the  District  of  Co** 
lumbia;  amd  the  stockholders  who  shall  so  as- 
semble in  consequence  of  such  notice,  or  appear 
by  proxv,  shall  choose  by  ballot  from  among  the 
stockholders,  by  a  plurality  of  votes,  twelve  direct- 
ors, who  shall  continue  in  office  until  the  first 
Alonday*  in  April  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen,  wnich  dav  every  succeeding  year 
thereafter  an  election  shall  be  held  for  twelve  dt* 
rectors  as  aforesaid,  who  shall  continue  in  office 
for  one  vear  from  tne  time  of  their  election,  and 
until  others  be  chosen  in  their  stei(d ;  and  the  said 
directors,  ai  their  first  meeting,  shall  choose  from 
amongst  the  stockholders  a  president,  and  allow 
him  a  reasonable  compensation  for  his  services, 
who  shall  also  continue  in  office  for  one  year 
from  the  time  of  |iis  election,  and  until  another  be 
chosen  in  his  stead;  and  in  case  of  death,  re- 
moval, resijirnation,  or  disqualification  in  any  way 
of  the  president,  or  any  of  the  directors,  the  board 
may  elect  others  to  supply  their  place. 

Sfio.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in 
choosing  the  directors,  all  persons  or  bodies  poli- 
tic, holding  stock  in  the  said  company,  shall  vote 
agreeably  to  the  number  of  shares  they  may  hold, 
in  the  following  proportion,  that  is  to  say:  ror  one 
share  and  not  exceeding  five  shares,  one  vote 
each;  for  every  two  shares  above  five  and  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty-five,  one  vote;  for  every  five 
shares  above  twenty-five  and  not  exceeding  fifty, 
one  vote;  but  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  vote 
more  than  twenty  votes. 

Seo.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  president  and  directors  shall  have  full  power 
and  authority  to  make  all  by-laws,  rules,  and 
regulations,  for  the  well-ordering  and  conducting 
of. the  business  of  the  company,  and  such  by-laws, 
rules,  and  regulations,  to  alter,  change,  and  annul, 
at  their  pleasure;  but  every  such  by-law,  rule,  or 
regulation,  may  be  altered  or  repealed  by  the 
stockholders  at  a  general  meeting,  to  be  called 
for  that  purpose  by  any  ten  or  more  stockholders  : 
Providedf  That  there  be  present  at  such  meeting, 
stockholders  holding  more  than  one-half  of  the 
said  stock,  or  their  proxies,  an^  thftt  four  weeks' 
previous  notice  be  given,  in  two  newspapers  print- 
ed in  the  District  of  Columbia,  of  such  meeting, 
and  of  the  alteration  or  repeal  intended  to  be  pro- 
P09ed  thereat. 

Seo.  9.  And  be  it  further^  enacted.  That  the 
said  president  and  directors  shall  have  power  to 
appomt,  and  remove  at  their  pleasure,  ail  clerks, 
superintendents,  agents,  or  other  officers,  neces- 
sary for  carrying  on  the  business  of  the  said  com- 
pany, to  dispose  of  its  funds  or  property  in  the 
manner  hereinafter  directed,  and  out  of  the  funds 
of  the  said  company  to  pay  the  compensation  of 
all  such  agents,  superintendents,  clerks,  or  officers, 
to  make  such  contracts,  purchases,  or  agreements, 
of  all  such  matters  and  things,  in  behalf  of  the 
said  company,  and  of  all  such  privil^es,  permis- 


sions, rights,  and  advantages  of  every  kind  and 
nature  whatever,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary 
for  completiUjg  in  an  eflectual  and  proper  manner 
the  introduction,  distribution,  and  supply  of  water 
to  Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia,  with  any 
individual  companies,  firms,  or  corporations,  and 
to  use  and  dispose  of  any  surplus  water  to  the 
best  interest  and  advantage  of  the  said  company, 
and  all  other  contracts  to  rescind,  alter,  abridge, 
and  enlarge,  with  consent  of  the  parties  thereto 
respectively ;  and  to  lease,  sell,  convey,  transfer, 
and  bind  by  their  contracts,  deeds  and  writings, 
under  the  hand  of  the  president  and  the  seal  ot 
the  company,  all  the  property,  estate,  eommoa 
stock,  and  joint  funds  of  the  said  company,  sub- 
ject to  the  ratification  of  the  stockholders,  or  m 
majority  of  them,  at  some  getieral  meeting,  if  the 
value  of  the  matter  in  question  shall  exceed  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars,  but  not  the  persons  or  sepa- 
rate property  of  themselves,  or  any  of  the  stock- 
holders. 

Seo.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
said  corporation  may  purchase  and  hold,  in  fee 
simple  or  otherwise,  all  such  lands  and  real  es- 
tates suitable  for  the  erection  of  i  the  necessary 
works^  and  that  may  be  necessary,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  for  the  proper  accomplishment  of  their  un- 
dertaking, as  they  shall  adjudge  proper,  and  for 
that  purpose  mav  direct  from  the  usual  course,  at 
such  place  or  places  as  they  shall  think  fit,  any 
stream  or  streams  of  water  which  they  may  think 
suitable  for  the  purpose,  or  any  part  or  paru 
thereof,  on  the  said  corporation's  first  obtaining 
the  consent  of  all  persons  having  any  right  or  in- 
terest in  the  stream  or  streams  so  to  be  diverted  in 
whole  or  in  part,  or  in  the  lands  through  which 
such  stream  or  streams  may  be  intended  to  pass, 
after  being  so  diverted;  and  the  said' corporation 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make  and 
lay  conduits  or  tunnels  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
said  water,  under  and  along  any  public  highway, 
or  any  street  or  streets,  lane,  or  lanes,  alley  or 
alleys,  of  Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia,  for 
the  purpose  of  conveying  and  distributing  the 
said  water,  and  the  said  conduits  or  tunnels  from 
time  to  time  to  renew  and  repair,  and,  for  such 
purposes,  to  dig,  break  up  and  open,  at  their  owa 
expense,  all  or  any  part  of  such  highways,  streets, 
lanes,  and  alleys,  and  of  the  middle  or  side  pave- 
ment thereof,  leaving  at  all  times  a  sufficient  pas- 
sageway for  carriages,  horse  and  foot  passengers, 
and  restoring  forthwith  to  their  former  condition 
all  such  highways,  streets,  lanes,  and  aUejrs,  and 
the  pavements  thereof,  as  may  be  at  any  time  ao 
dug,  opened,  or  taken  up.  ^ 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
corporation  shall  have  full  power  and  authority 
to  establish  reservoirs  and  public  fountains  ia 
such  parts  of  the  streets  and  squares  of  the  said 
town  as  they  may  think  proper,  and  to  grant  to 
all  persons  whomsoever,  and  to  all  bodies  politic 
and  corporate,  the  privilege  of  using  the  said 
water  so  to  be  introduced,  in  such  manner,  and  oa 
such  terms  and  conditions,  and  in  such  quantiiie:! 
respectively,  as  they  shall  think  fit ;  and  the  i 
water  so  to  be  introduced,  together  with  all  i 
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Tdn,  canals,  taDneli,  tDginet,  baildiogs,  and  ma- 
chines, whatever,  to  be  b^  them  made  and  used 
for  the  purpoee  of  introducing,  raiting,  and  dis- 
tributing the  said  wateri  to  hold  to  them,  their 
taccessors,  and  grantees,  forever,  as  their  sole  and 
delusive  property. 

Sbo.  12.  And  he  UJurther  enacted,  That  the 
corporation  aforesaid  shall  insert,  or  grant  per- 
mission to  the  corporation  of  Georgetown,  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  insert,  and  repair  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  town,  such  a  number  of  fire  plugs  as 
to  them  shall  appear  necessary, into  the  pipes  used 
to  convey  the  water  through  the  streets  thereof, 
to  be  used  only  in  case  of  fire,  but  free  from  any 
charge  for  a  supply  of  water. 

Sbc.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  president  and 
directors  to  call  and  demand  from  the  said  sub* 
scribersi  respectively,  all  such  sums  of  money  by 
them  subscribed,  in  instalments,  not  exceeding 
two  dollars  each,  under  pain  of  forfeiture  of  their 
share^  and  of  all  previous  payments  thereon^  to 
the  said  president,  directors  and  company  s  Pro* 
tided,  That  no  such  demand  shall  be  made  with- 
out twenty  days'  previous  notice  being  given  in 
two  newspapers  of  the  District  of  Columbia :  And 
provided  alio,  That  not  more  than  one  such  pay- 
ment shall  be  called  for  or  required  in  any  term 
of  three  months. 

Sbc.  14.  And  he  itjuriher  enacted,  That  any 
Buit^  action,  or  complaint,  by  the  said  corporation, 
against  any  person  or  permns  whomsoever,  on  ac- 
count of.  or  grounded  on,  a  trespass  or  injury 
done  to  toe  said  worits,  or  any  tunnels,  conduits, 
canals,  water-courses^  mound,  plug,  cock,  reser- 
voir, dyke,  engine,  machine  or  thing,  appertain- 
ing to  the  same,  shall,  in  every  instance,  be  held 
and  deemed  as  transitory  in  its  nature,  and  may 
be  brought,  sustained,  and  tried,  in  any  court  in 
this  district  having  jurisdiction  in  such  like  cases. 
Sot.  15.  And  beii further  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall  wilfully  pollute  the  said  water,  be- 
tween the  pumping  house  of  said  company  and 
Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia,  by  throwing 
any  dead  animals  or  other  impure  substances  into 
the  same,  or  by  swimming,  bathing,  or  washing 
themselves,  or  by  washing  clothes,  or  skins  of  any 
dead  animals,  or  other  impure  things  therein,  or 
by  erecting  any  necessary  or  other  nuisance  so 
near  the  said  water  as  to  pollute  the  same,  the 
person  or  persons  so  ofienaing  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  to  the  said  company  a  sum  not  exceeding 
twenty  dollars  for  eveiy  such  offence,  to  be  re- 
covered by  warrant,  before  any  magistrate  of  the 
district  or  county  of  Washington,  and  shall  be 
obliged  to  remove  the  said  nuisance,  or  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  for  every  day  the  same 
shall  continue,  to  the  use  of  the  corporation  of 
Georgetown.  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  recovered 
by  action  of  debt  at  the  suit  of  the  United  States. 
Sbc  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  corporation  to  enter 
into  any  negotiation  on  bills  or  notes,  nor  to  deal 
in  exchange,  discount,  or  other  commercial  or 
banking  operation,  or  other  business,  in  their  cor- 
porate capacity,  other  than  to  vest  their  capital  in 


stocks  of  chartered  companies,  or  in  public  secu- 
rities, or  to  borrow  money  as  may  be  found  ne- 
cessary for  the  carrying  on  the  works  proposed : 
and  dividends  of  the  profits  of  the  stock  shall  be 
annually  made,  reserving  only,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  directors,  such  proportion  as  they,  or  a  ma- 
jority of  stockholders,  shall  deem  sufficient  and 
necessary  to  promote  or  attain  the  object  of  this 
incorporation ;  and  if  the  said  corporation  shall 
not  carry  into  effect  the  intentions  of  this  act 
within  two  years  from  the  passage  thereof,  in  that 
case  all  the  powers  hereby  vested  in  them  shall 
cease  and  determine. 
Approved,  April  13, 1814^ 


An  Act  to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  *'An  act  laying  an 

embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and 

harbors  of  the  United  States/'  snd  so  much  of  any 

act  or  acts  as  prohibit  the  importation  of  goods, 

wares,  and  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 

mannfiu^tare  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  of  any 

of  the  colonies  or  dependencies  thereof,  or  of  any  place 

or  country  in  the  aetoal  possession  of  Great  Brttaia. 

Be  it  enacted  fc,  That  the  act  entitled  "An  act 

laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the 

ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,"  passed  on 

the  seventeenth  day  of  December,  one  thousand 

eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  be,  and  the  same  is 

hereby,  repealed:  Provided  That  all  penalties 

and  forfeitures  which  have  been  incurred  under 

the  said  act,  shall  be  recovered  and  distributed,  and 

may  be  initigated  or  remitted,  in  like  manner  as 

if  the  said  act  had  continued  in  full  force  and 

virtue. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much 
of  any  act  or  acts  as  prohibits  tl\e  importation  of 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  of  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland, 
or  any  of  the  colonies  or  dependencies  thereof,  or 
of  any  place  or  country  in  the  actual  possession  of 
Great  Britain,  and  so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as 
prohibits  importation  into  the  United  States  or 
the  Territories  thereof,  in  neutral  ships  or  vessels, 
from  any  port  or  place  situated  in  Great  Britain 
or  Ireland,  or  in  any*  of  the  colonies  or  dependen- 
cies of  Great  Britain,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
repealed :  Provided,  That  all  fines,  penalties,  and 
forfeitures,  incurred  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  or 
acts,  shall  be  recovered  and  distributed,  and  may 
be  mitigated  or  remitted,  in  like  manner  as  if  the 
same  had  continued  in  full  force  and  virtue :  And 
provided  aleo,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  construed  to  authorize  or  permit  the  im- 
portation of  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or  of  any 
article,  the  property  of,  or  belonging  at  the  time 
of  such  importation  to  the  enemy  or  enemies  of 
the  United  States. 
Approved,  April  14, 1814. 


An  Act  decUring  the  assentof  Congress  to  an  act  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Bute  of  TennesMe» 
therein  mentioned. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,*  That  the  assent  of  Conmss 
is  hereby  given  and  declared  to  an  act  of  theGen^^ 
eral  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  entitltd 
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''An  act  to  provide  for  the  more  eqaal  and  equita- 
ble apportionment  of  the  direct  tax,  laid  upon 
the  State  of  Tennessee  hj  an  act  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  at  the  last  session,  amonjcr 
the  counties  in  this  State:"  Provided^  That  if 
all  the  principal  assessors  shall  not  hatre  been  ap- 
pointed prior  to  the  first  day  of  February  last 
past,  that  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  principal  as- 
sessors, in  the  respectire  assessment  districts, 
shall  suspend  the  delivery  of  the  tax  lists  to  the 
respective  collectors  for  one  month  after  the  time 
allowed  for  the  last  appointed  assessor  to  complete 
the  assessments  and  make  out  his  tax  lists^  to  be 
delivered  to  the  collector ;  during  which  time  of 
one  month,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several 
principal  assessors  to  comply  with  the  provisions 
of  the  above  described  act  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  State  of  Tennesee. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  principal  assessor  last  appointed, 
to  give  at  least  one  month's  notice  to  the  other 
principal  assessors,  by  publication  in  the  new9- 
Mtpers  published  at  Nashville,  Knoxville^  and 
Hawkins  court-house,  of  the  time  of  meeting  at 
the  seat  of  Gk)vernment  of  &aid  State  to  make  the 
aApointments  aforesaid,  which  time  of  meeting 
shall  be  at  least  twenty  days  before  the  period  at 
which  the  principal  assessor  last  appointed  will 
be  required  to  deliver  his  tax  lists  to  his  principal 
oollector. 

Sfio.  3.  And  bt  U  farther  enacUd,  That  if  all 
the  principal  assessors  should  not  attend  at  the 
time  notified  as  aforesaid,  that  then,  and  in  that 
case,  those  that  do  attend  shall  proceed  to  make 
^B  apportionment  for  their  respective  districts, 
by  making  the  quota  of  each  county  bear  the 
same  proportion  to  the  aggregate  amount  of  the 
direct  tax  already  apportioned  among  the  several 
counties  of  their  respective  districts,  by  the  act 
<tf  Congress  passed  at  the  last  session,  that  the 
assessed  value  of  the  property  of  each  county 
bears  to  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  assessed 
Taloeofthe  property  of  all  the  counties  in  the 
districts  of  those  who  do  attend. 

Seg.  4.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  if  any 
one  or  more  of  the  principal  assessors  shaH  fail  to 
sttend  and  perform  the  duties  enjoined  by  the 
provisions  of  this  act.  and  the  act  of  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  which  is  herein  referred  to,  that  then, 
in  that  case,  such  principal  assessors  shall  imme- 
diately afterwards  proceed  to  make  out  tax  lists, 
and  the  tax  shall  be  collected  in  their  respective 
districts  in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  act  had 
not  been  passed. 

Approved,  April  14, 1814. 

An  Act  authorizing  an  augmentation  of  the  Marine 
Corps,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Se  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause 
the  marine  corps,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  augmented  by  the  appoibtment  and 
enlistment  of  not  exceeding  one  major,  fourteen 
captains,  twelve  first  lieutenants,  twenty 'second 
Ue^tenants,  sixty-one  sergeants^  forty-two  drums 
add  fifes,  and  six  hundred  and  ninety-stx  privates. 


who  sbaH  be  respectively  allowed  the  same  pajr, 
bountv,  clotbing,  and  rations,  and  sEalt  be  em-^ 
ployed  under  the  same  rules  and  regulations  to 
which  the  said  marine  corps  are  or  shall  be  ea- 
titled  and  subject. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
adjutant,  paymaster,  and  quartermaster  of  the 
marine  eorps,  may  be  taken  either  from  the  line  of 
captains  or  subalterns;  and  the  said  oflScera  shsKll 
respectively  receive  thirty  dollars  per  month,  in 
addition  to  their  pay  in  the  line,  ia  full  of  all 
emoluments. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  further  emicted^  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  Is  hereby, 
authorized  to  confer  brevet  rank  oil  such  officers 
of  the  marine  corps  as  shall  distinguish  themselves 
by  ffallant  actions  or  meritorious  conduct,  or  who 
shall  have  served  ten  years  in  any  grade :  Pro^ 
videdj  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  entire  officers  so  brevetted  to  any 
additional  pay  or  emoluments,  except  when  eom* 
manding  separate  stations  or  detachments,  when 
thev  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  the  same  pay 
and  emoluments,  which  officers  of  the  samegrades- 
are  now  or  hereafter  may  be  allowed  by  law. 

Sec.  4  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  any  of  the 
officers  authorized  by  this  act;  which  iippoint- 
ments  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  at  their 
next  session,  for  their  advice  and  consent. 

Sec  5.  And  beitjurther  enacted,  That  it  abeU 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  to  ap|)oint  all  or  any 
of  the  officers  of  the  Navy  authorised  by  existing 
laws ;  which  appointments  shall  be  snboiicted  to 
the  Senate  at  their  next  session,  for  their  ad  vice 
and  consent. 

Approved,  April  Id,  1814. 

An  Act  autboriBing  the  ap^intatentof  osrtaia  oAoers 
Ibr  the  flonUa  service. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc..  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  bjT 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate^ 
to  appoint  four  captains  and  twelve  lieutenants, 
to  be  employed  in  the  flotilla  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  without  rank  in  the  Navy,  but  with 
the  same  relative  rank  and  authority  in  the  flo- 
tilla service  as  officers  of  the  same  grade  are  en- 
titled to  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  captains  shall  receive  the  pay  and  subsistence 
of  a  captain  in  the  Navy  commanding  a  ship  of 
twenty  and  under  thirty- two  guns,  and  the  lieu* 
tenants  the  same  pay  and  subsistence  as  officers 
of  the  same  rank  are  entitled  to  in  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  and  shall  be  governed  by  the 
rules  and  regulations  provided  fbr  the  government 
of  the  Navy. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shaH 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  appoint,  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  any  of  the 
officers  authorised  by  this  act,  which  appointments 
shall  be  submiUed  to  the  Senate  at  their  nett 
session.    [Approved,  April  16, 1814. 
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AnArcttor^fhre  and  ootttiniioiii  force  ''An  ai^'d«- 
daring  the  aisent  of  Congreit  to  eertann  a<^  of  the 
Statea  of  MaiyUnd  and  Georgia." 

Beit  enacted^  fc,  That  the  act  which  passed 
the  seventeenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred,  entitled  *'An  act  declar- 
ing the  assent  of  Congress  to  certain  nets  of  the 
States  of  MUryland  and  Qeorgia,"  be^  and  the  same 
it  hereby,  revived  and  continued  m  force  until 
the  third  day  of  Mareh,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two:  Provided,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  authorize  the  demand  of  a 
duty  on  tonnage,  on  vessels  propelled  by  steam, 
employed  in  the  transportation  of  passengers.- 

Approved,  April  16,  1814. 


An  Act  eonArming  certain  olaims  to  land  in  the  lUinoia 
TeRit(»j,  and  providing  for  their  locaUon. 
Be  it  enoQiedj  ^c.,  That  the  decisions  made  by 
the  commissioners  (appointed  in  pursuance  of 
the  act,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  revision  of  former 
confirmations,  and  for  confirming  certain  claims 
to  land  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia,"  passed  the 
twentieth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twelve)  where  such  decisions  were  in 
favor  of  the  claims,  and  where  the  oommissiGners 
have  reported  specially  and  have  not  rejected  the 
daima;  all  such  claims  as  entered  in  their  report 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  bearin|^  date  the 
fourth  day  of  Januarv,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirteen,  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
confirmed. 

Sbc.2.  And  be  it  Jvrther  enacted,  That  all  the 
okims  conuined  in  a  list  transmitted  to  the  Sec- 
rata ry  of  the  Treasury  by  Michael  Jones,  one  of 
the  commissioners  aforesaid,  bearing  date  the 
eighteenth  day  of  January,  one  tbousaad  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  shall  be  and  the  same  here- 
by are  confirmed:  Provided,  That  any  person 
iRmo  may  have  received  a  militia  right,  shall  not 
receive  in  addition  thereto  more  than  three  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  by  virtue  of  this  section ;  and 
itahall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  to  enter  the  list  aforesaid  of 
record  in  his  office :  And  provided,  aUo,  That 
nothing  in  this  act  shall  prevent  or  bar  a  judicial 
decision  between  persons  claiming  the  same  origi- 
nal title  or  claim. 

•  See.  3.  And  he  it  fiirther  enacted,  That  all 
that  tract  of  land  included  within  the  following 
boundary,  viz:  beginning  at  the  township  line 
nearest  to  and  above  the  mouth  of  Big  Muddy 
river,  on  the  Mississippi  river ;  thence  east  to  the 
mtridian  line  running  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio 
river;  thence  north  with  the  said  meridian  line 
to  the  north  boundary  lines  of  township  number 
five^  north ;  thence  west  to  the  Missi^ippi  river ) 
thence  down  the  same  to  the  beffinning,  shall  be, 
and  the  tame  hereby  is,  reserved  and  set  apart  to 
satisfy  the  uolocated  claims  of  persons  to  land 
within  the  Illinois  Territory  confirmed  to  them 
heretofore  or  by  this  act. 

Sbo.  4.  And  beitjurther  enackd.  That  any 
person  or  persons  residing  within  tne  tract  re* 
served  by  this  act,  and  who  had  aetuilly  culti*' 


vated  or  improved  any  tract  of  land  therein,  be* 
fore  the  fifth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirteen,  not  rightfully  claimed  by 
any  other  person,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  pre-emp^ 
tion  in  the  purchase  of  such  tract  of  land  inclu^ 
ding  the  improvement:  Provided,  That  the  pur* 
chaser  shall  not  enter  less  than  one  quarter  section 
or  more  than  one  section;  and  any  person  claim* 
inff  a  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  under  this  act, 
who  may  be  the  owner  of  any  unlocated  confirm- 
ed claim  which  may  be  located  within  the  tract 
aforesaid,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  • 
deliver  to  the  receiver  of  public  money  for  the 
district  within  which  the  land  lies,  the  evidences 
of  his  or  their  claim,  which  shall  be  received  as 
payment  for  the  quantity  of  land  such  person  or 
persons  would  have  been  entitled  to  locate  bv  vir- 
tue thereof ;  and  in  all  cases  where  the  lano  pur- 
chased shall  not  he  completely  paid  for  by  the 
evidences  of  confirmed  claims,  the  residue  of  the 
land  shall  be  paid  for  at  the  same  price,  in  the 
same  manner,  under  the  same  restrictions,  and 
liable  to  the  same  forfeiture  as  other  public  lands 
sold  at  private  sale. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  register  of  the  land  office  iox 
the  district  of  Kaskaskia,  to  ^ive  notice  that  aU 
persons  entitled  to  a  pre-emption  in  the  purchase 
of  any  tract  of  land,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  may 
make  such  purchase  on  application  to  him  at  his 
office  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October  next ; 
and  any  person  failing  or  refusing  to  enter  with 
the  register  of  the  land  office  the  land  by  such 
perron  improved,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
October  next,  shall  lose  the  right  of  pre-emption 
given  by  this  act. 

^Bc.  6.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted,  That  after 
the  first  day  of  October  next,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  any  person  or  persons  being  the  owner  of  any 
unlocated  confirmed  claim,  to  enter  with  the  re- 
gister of  the  land  office  for  the  Kaskaskia  district, 
any  quantity  of  land  within  the  reserved  tract 
aforesaid,  not  exceeding  one  quarter  section  more 
than  the  quantity  of  acres  contained  in  his  claim 
or  claims,  and  to  deliver  to  the  receiver  of  public 
money  the  evidence  of  his  claim,  which  shall  be 
received  in  payment  for  the  number  of  acres  spe- 
cified therein,  and  the  residue  of  the  land  thus 
entered  which  may  exceed  the  amount  of  con- 
firmed claims  thus  ])aid  in,  shall  be  paid  for  at 
the  same  price  and  in  like  manner  as  the  other 
public  lands  of  the  United  States  sold  at  private 
sale*  And  if  two  or  more  persons  shall  make 
applications  at  the  same  time  time  to  enter  the 
same  tract  or  tracts  of  land,  the  priority  of  right 
to  enter  shall  be  decided  by  lot  in  the  presence  of 
the  register  of  the  land  office ;  and  any  person  or 
persons  failing  or  refusing  to  enter  or  locate  his 
claim  within  the  reserved  tract  aforesaid,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  this  act^  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  May.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen,  shall  forfeit  all  right  or  claim  against  the 
United  States,  derived  from  confirmations  under 
this  act  or  any  former  law. 

Sec.  7.  Ana  be  ii  fitrther  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  register  of  the  uind  office  for 
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the  Kaska^kit  district,  to  make  oat  a  certificate 
of  eonfirmatioo  to  each  person  whose  claim  or 
claims  are  coofirmed  by  this  act,  or  hy  any  for- 
mer law,  within  the  Territory  of  Illinois ;  and 
such  certificate  shall  specify  the  quantity  of  land 
confirmed  to  the  holder  thereof,  and  shall  be  suf- 
ficient evidence  of  claim,  within  the  meaning  of 
this  act,  to  entitle  the  owner  or  holder  thereof  to 
a.credit  with  the  receiver  of  public  moneys,  for 
the  Quantity  of  land  mentioned  in  such  certifi« 
cate,  within  the  reserved  tract  aforesaid ;  and  the 
register  of  the  land  office  shall  receive  the  sum 
of  seventy-five  cents  from  the  person  demanding 
and  receiving  such  certificate. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  pat- 
ents shall  be  obtained  for  lands  entered  under 
this  act,  in  the  reserved  tract  aforesaid,  in  the 
same  manner  and  on  the  same  terms  as  are  pro- 
vided by  law  for  other  public  lands  of  the  United 
States. 

Approved,  April  16, 1814. 


An  Act  directing  the  disposition  of  money  paid  into 
the  Courts  of  the  United  BUtes. 

Be  it  enactedj^,,  That^  upon  the  payment  of 
any  money  into  any  district  or  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States,  to  abide  the  order  of  the  court, 
the  same  shall  be  deposited  in  such  incorporated 
bank  as  the  court  miiy  designate,  and  there  re- 
main till  it  shall  be  decided  to  whom  it  of  right 
belongs :  Protoided,  That  if  in  anv  judicial  dis- 
trict there  shall  be  no  incorporated  bank,  the  court 
may  direct  such  money  to  lie  deposited  according 
to  ite  discretion:  Provided,  alio.  That  nothing 
herein  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  delivery 
of  any  such  money  upon  security,  according  to 
agreement  of  parties,  under  the  direction  of  the 
court. 

Approved,  April  18, 1814. 


An  Act  granting  pensions  to  the  oflicers  and  seamen 
serving  on  board  the  revenue  cutters  in  certain 


Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  officers  and  sea- 
men of  the  revenue  cutters  of  the  United  States, 
who  hare  been  or  may  be  wounded  or  disabled  in 
the  discbarge  of  their  duty  whilst  co-operating 
with  the  navy,  by  order  of  the  President  of  the 
United  State^  shall  be  entitled  to  be  placed  on 
the  navy  pension  list,  at  the  same  rate  of  pension, 
and  under  the  same  regulations  and  restrictions 
as  are  now  provided  by  law  for  the  officers  and 
seamen  of  the  navy. 

Approved,  April  18, 1814. 

An  Act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress. 

Beit  enacted,  ^c.^  That,  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  present  session,  the  next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress shall  be  on  the  last  Monday  in  October 
next. 

Approved,  April  18, 1814. 


An  Act  fixing  the  salary  of  tke  Paymaster  of  the  Ar- 
my of  Ihe  United  States,  and  allowing  a  swn  fn 
the  employment  of  additional  clerks  in  hia  office,  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eig^t  hundred  and  fi>nitean, 
and  providing  for  the  appointment  of  Assistant  Dis- 
trict Paymasters. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  in  lieu  of  the  monthly 
compensation  now  allowed  by  law  to  the  Paj- 
master  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Sutea,  he 
shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  two  thoasaod 
dollars,  to  be  paid  quarter  yearly  at  the  Trettsorjr 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  commence  on  the 
first  day  of  January  last ;  and  that,  in  addition  to 
the  amount  already  allowed  by  law  for  clerk  hire 
in  the  office  of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  of 
the  Unit^  Slates,  there  shall  be  allowed  the  far- 
ther sum  of  ^7t  thousand  &yt  hundred  and  fbrty- 
seven  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  employing  ad* 
ditional  clerks  in,  and  for  contingent  expenses  of 
his  office  for  the  present  year,  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  and  he  is  here- 
by authorized,  by- and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  so  many  assistant 
district  paymasters,  not  exceeding  thirty,  as  the 
public  service  may,  in  his  opinion,  require :  Pro- 
vided, That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  have  power  to  appoint  any  officer  author- 
ized by  this  act  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
to  be  slibmitted  to  them  for  thc^r  advice  and  con- 
sent, at  their  next  session. 

Sfic.  3.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  War  Department,  to 
make  all  disbursements  of  money  within  that 
department  to  the  district  paymasters,  and  to  ad- 
just, state,  and  exhibit  their  several  accounts:  ac- 
cording to  such  forms,  and  within  such  periods  as 
shall  be  prescribed  for  that  purpose  by  the  Trea»» 
ury  Department. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  to  se- 
cure the  regular  and  punctual  payment  of  the 
troops,  the  district  paymasters  shall  examine  and 
transmit  to  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army  the  ac- 
counts and  vouchers  for  all  disbursements  which 
have  been  made  by  them  to  the  troops  of  the 
army  or  district  where  they  shall  be  stationed, 
as  soon  as  the  first  payment  shall  have  been 
made, and  accompany  the  same  with  aneatimace 
for  the  next  payment :  which  accounts  and  esti- 
mates shall  be  regularly  transmitted,  that  settle- 
ments may  be  made  and  competent  funds  remit- 
ted: Provided  aim).  That  the  said  district  and 
assistant  paymasters  shall  make  payments  to  the 
militia  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  when 
required  by  the  Secretary  of  War  or  the  Pay- 
master of  the  Army. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the  as- 
sistant district  paymasters  shall  receive  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  a  captain  of  infantry,  and  for- 
age for  one  horse. 

Sec.  6.  Asid  he  it  Jurther  enaeCed,  That  the  dis- 
trict and  assistant  district  paymasters  shall  sere- 
rally  givelrands,  with  good  and  snffictent  seevrity 
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to  the  United  States,  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  their  duties,  in  such  sums  as  shall  be  required 
by  the  Paymaster  of  the  Army,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  War  Department,  and  shall  be  subject 
to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war. 

Sbc.  7.  And  be  itjuriher  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  continue  in  force  until  the  termination  of  the 
war  in  which  the  United  States  are  now  engaged 
with  the  United  Kingdom  of  Qreat  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereof,  and  for  one 
year  thereafter,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  April  18, 1814* 


An  Act  to  aothonze  the  Secretary  of  State  to  liquidate 
certain  claims  therein  mentioned. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  State 
be  and  he^is  hereby  directed  to  liquidate,  accord- 
ing to  principles  of  justice  and  equity,  all  the 
claims  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  province  of 
West  Florida,  now  included  within  the  limits  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  or  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory, for  advances  by  them  made  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  United  States  prior  to,  and  since,  the 
taking  of  possession  of  the  said  portion  of  the  said 
late  province  of  West  Florida  by  the  United 
States. 

Approved,  April  18. 1814. 


An  Act  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  the  distribution  thereoil 

Be  it  enacted^  ^,,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Department  of  State  be.  and  he  hereby  is,  author- 
ized and  directed  to  subscribe,  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  for  one  thousand  copies  of  the  edi- 
tion of  the  laws  thereof,  proposed  to  be  printed 
and  published  by  John  bioren  and  W.  John 
Duane,  of  the  citj  of  Philadelphia,  and  Roger 
C.  Weightman,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  upon 
such  terms  as  he  may  deem  reasonable,  not  ex- 
ceeding fifteen  dollars  per  copy :  Provided^  That 
said  publication  shall  contaiu  an  edition  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, the  Articles  of  Confederation,  and 
the  Constitution  thereof,  and  the  Treaties  and 
Conventions  made  between  the  United  States 
and  foreign  nations  and  the  Indian  tribes,  and 
that  it  shall  be  comprised  in  four  volumes,  royal 
octavo,  and  shall  include  the  laws  passed  at  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  and  that  all  laws  re- 
lating entirely  to  the  District  of  Columbia  shall 
be  excluded  therefrom :  And  provided  Jurther, 
That  the  said  edition  shall  be  executed  on  a  plan, 
and  in  a  manner,  that  shall  be  prescribed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  direct 
what  acu  shall  be  printed  by  title  only.  And  the 
Secretary  of  State  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  appoint  a  competent  person  to  prepare 
said  edition  for  publication,  and  to  superintend 
the  same  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  the  Attorney  General,  who  for  his  ser- 
vices shall  be  compensated  by  the  publishers. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
said  Secretary  shall  cause  the  said  copies  of  the 


laws  to  be  distributed  as  soon  as  may  be  after 
publication,  in  manner  following:  one  set  shall 
be  delivered  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
the  Vice  President,  and  to  each  member  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives ;  six  sets 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
and  eighteen  sets  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  the  use  of  said  houses  re- 
spectively ;  one  set  shall  be  delivered  to  each  of 
the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Clerk 
thereof,  to  each  of  the  Judges  of  the  District 
Courts,  and  to  each  of  the  Marshals,  Clerks,  and 
Attorneys  of  each  District ;  one  set  shall  be  de- 
livered to  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  the  Attorney  General, 
to  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  to  the  Comptroller, 
Auditor,  and  Register  of  the  Treasury,  to  the 
Treasurer,  to  the  Accountants  of  the  War  and 
Navy  Departments,  to  the  Postmaster  General 
and  the  two  Assistant  Postmasters  General,  to 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  and  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  each  ; 
two  sets  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  several  States  and  Territories  respectively  5 
one  set  shall  be  delivered  to  each  of  the  Governors 
of  the  several  States  and  Territories;  and  one  set 
shall  be  delivered  to  each  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Courts  in  the  several  Territpries :  and  the  residue 
of  said  subscription  shall  remain  at  the  future 
disposal  of  Congress. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  in  case 
of  the  death,  resignation,  or  dismission  from  office 
of  either  of  the  officers  before  mentioned,  except- 
ing  the  President^and  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  and  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 

Ereme  and  District  Courts,  the  said  copies  of  the 
iws  delivered  to  them,  as  aforesaid,  shall  belong 
to,  and  be  delivered  up,  to  their  respective  suc- 
cessors in  the  said  offices. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the  acts 
passed  at  each  succeeding  session  of  Congress^ 
including  future  treaties,  shall  be  printed  in  a 
form  corresponding  with  the  said  edition,  and 
shall  be  distributed  in  the  same  manner  as  here- 
tofore by  law  directed. 
Approved)  April  18, 1814. 


An  Act  authorising  the  purchase  of  the  vessels  cap* 
tuied  on  Lake  Erie. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  purchased  the  British  Teasels  which 
were  captured  on  Lake  Brie  by  the  American 
squadron,  on  the  tenth  day  of  September,  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen  ; 
and  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  thoa- 
sand  dollars,  in  payment  for  the  said  vessels,  shall 
be  distributed  as  prize  money  among  the  captors, 
or  their  heirs. 

Sbo.  2*.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  for 
carrying  into  effect  this  act,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
two  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  dollars  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid 
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oot  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  there 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  Captain  t)liver  H.  Perry, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  in  addition  to  his  share  of- prize 
money,  as  commander  of  the  ship  Lawrence,  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars. 

Approved,  April  18, 1814. 


An  Act  concerning  Invalid  Pensionera. 

Beit  enacted,  fc,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  place  the  fpUow- 
•  ing  named  persons,  (whose  claims  have  been 
transmitted  to  Congress  pursuant  to  a  law  passed 
tenth  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,) 
on  the  pension  list  of  invalid  pensioners,  accord- 
ing to  the  rates,  and  to  commence  at  the  times 
herein  mentioned,  that  is  to  say : 
.  Samuel  C.  Arickson,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  the  tenth  June,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Alexander  Barr,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  twen- 
ty-five cents  per  month,  to  commence  twenty- 
ninth  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
teen. 

Ezra  Bellows,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  from  twentieth  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Daniel  Dodd,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  fifty 
cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth 
of  May^ne  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Joel  Terrell,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  thirty- 
three  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  eight- 
eenth December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen, 

Qeorg«  Dugao,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  fifty 
cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  tenth  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 
:  Joseph  King,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  fiftv 
cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  niueteentn 
October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Andrew  Qreen,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  sixty- 
aeven  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  four- 
teenth day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirteen. 

Hugh  Barns,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  fifteenth  June,  one  thousand 
ei|^t  buiKired  and  thirteen. 

Enoch  Ducker,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  the  second  February,  one 
thoQsiind  eUtbt  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Samuel  Hawkins,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
and  thirty-three  cents  per  month,  to  commence 
on  the  fourth  February,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fourteen. 

Darby  Mars,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  eommenee  the  twenty-fifth  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteeif. 

Benjamin  Daniels,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five 
dollars  per  month,  to  commence  the  twenty-sec- 
ond February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen* 

Robert  McCuUock,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the  fourteenth 


February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four- 
teen, 

John  Gilbert,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  the  thirtieth  June^  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Henry  Brenneman,  at  the  rate  of  ^y^  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  the  fourth  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

William  Blanchard,  tit  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  the  thirteenth  July,  one 
thousand  eight. hundred  and  thirteen. 

John  Kersenar,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
thirty-three  cents  per  month,  to  commence  the 
first  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen. 

Robert  Neil,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  the  fifth  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

John  Berry,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  the  thirty-first  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Jonathan  Willard,  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  March  the  sereath, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Levi  Bishop,  of  New  York,  at  the  rate  of  fire 
dollars  per  month,  to  commence  the  tweUUk  of 
October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tweWe. 

John  Fain,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per  month, 
to  commence  on  the  tenth  day  of  September,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
pensions  of  the  foUowinp^  named  persons,  already 
placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States, 
whose  claims  for  an  increase  of  pension  have  been 
transmitted  to  Congress,  pursuant  to  the  act  afore* 
said,  be  increased  to  the  sums  herein  respectiveljr 
annexed  to  their  names ;  the  said  increase  to  coni- 
mence  at  the  times  herein  mentioned,  that  is  to 
say: 

«  benjamin  Jenkins,  five  dollars  a  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  sixteenth  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Abner  Rose,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  fourth  of  March,  one  thousand 
eigh|t  htindred  and  fourteen. 

Richard  Fairbrother,  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  thirtieth  September^  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirteen. 

Joseph  Cutler,  ten  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  twenty-eighth  February,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Thomas  Monday,  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  thirtieth  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

Hezekiah  Bailey,  ten  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  thirtieth  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundredand  thirteen. 

Elisha  Reynolds,  three  dollars  thirty-three  cents 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  sixth  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 

Seo.  3.  Md  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  depo- 
sitions substantiating  the  facts  neces»iiry  to  entitle 
any  person  to  be  placed  on  the  pension  list,  or  to 
an  increase  of  pension,  may  hereafter  he  taken 
before  any  judge  of  any  of  the  courts  of  the  State 
or  Territory  in  which  such  person  may  reside, 
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and  the  ceriieate  of  the  clerk  of  the  court,  whereof 
the  said  judge  is  a  member,  shall  be  a  sufficient 
aathenticaiioD  of  his  being  such  a  judge. 
Approved,  April  18, 1814. 


An  Act  extending  relief  to  certain  jporchasers  of  puUic 
lands  in  the  MissiiBippt  Territory. 

Be  it  enacted^  fc^  That  any  person  or  persons 
having  purchased  lands  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  who  have  been  subjected 
to  prosecutions  by  adverse  claimants,  who  derived 
their  titles  from  a  Spanish  grant,  warranty  or 
order  of  survev,  and  where  such  prosecutions 
have  terminated  favorably  to  porohasers  from  the 
United  States,  such  purchasers  shall  have  one 
year,  from  the  first  dav  of  June  next,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  any  interest  that  may  be  due  from  them 
to  the  United  States,  on  the  purchase  aforesaid. 

Approved,  April  18, 1814. 

An  Act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  Post  Roads. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^,  That  the  post  roads  hereafter 
named  be  discontinued : 

In  Maryland, — From  Cloeen  Ann's  to  Pig  Point. 

In  Virginia. — From  Mecklinborg  oourt-house, 
by  St.  Tammany  and  Lombard y  Qrove,  to  Qees's 
Bridge.  From  Tazewell  court-house,  by  Russell 
court-house  and  Lee  court-house,  to  Cumberland 
Gap.    From  Springfield  to  Romny. 

In  North  Coro^no.— From  Suffolk,  by  Gates 
court-house,  to  Edenton.  From  Blizabethtown 
to  Whiteaville.  From  Charlotte,  by  Bcaty's 
Ford,  to  Lincolnton. 

Bi  Oeoma.^From  G^eensboroogh  to  Wash- 
ington.   From  Darieo,  by  Jones,  to  Milledgeville. 

In  Kentuckyj-^Ftom  Lewis  court  house,  by 
Flemingsburg,  Millersburg,  Mount  Sterling, 
Olympian  Springs,  and  Little  Sandy  salt  works, 
to  Cattletsburg. 

In  Tbmeaaec— From  Alexander's,  by  White 
Plains,  to  Carthage.  From  Bledsoe  eoort-house 
to  Franklin  oourt-house. 

In  OAtb.^-From  Steubenvilie.by  Faucetutown. 
to  New  Lisbon.  From  New  Lisbon,  by  Saleoj 
to  vColumbiana.  From  Springfield  to  Troy. 
From  Zanesviile  to  Coshocton. 

In  XfOtfifumo.— From  La  Foorch,  by  Point 
Coupee,  to  Opeioosa. 

In  Indiana.— Ftom  Jefieraonville,  by  Clarks- 
ville,  to  Vincenoes. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jwiher  enacted^  That  the 
following  be  established  post-roads : 

InNewHampihire.'^The  post  road  from  Roch- 
ester to  Wakefield  be  altered  so  that  it  pass  through 
Farminglon,  Middleton,  and  Wollborough,  to 
Wakefidd. 

^Afome.— ^rom  Waterford,  by  Norway,  Plan- 
tation Third,  Rumford,  and  Bethel,  to  Waterford. 
From  Livermore,  by  Jay  and  Wiiton,  to  Farm- 
inffton. 

JnMa$$achu9ett0.^'From  Springfield  to  Sonth- 
wiek.  From  Stafford,  Connecticut,  by  Monson, 
to  Palmer,  in  Massachusetts.  From  Hatfield,  by 
Whatiy,  Conway,  and  Ashfield,  to  Chariamoat 


From  Aihol  to. Greenfield.    From  Kingston  to 
Halifax. 

In  Connecticut.^-From  Middletown,  by  Hebron, 
to  Windham.  From  Sharon,  by  Ellsworth,  Corn- 
wall bridge,  and  Warren,  to  Litchfield.  From 
Providence,  in  Rhode  Island,  through  Scitqate, 
to  Ashford,  in  Connecticut. 

In  New  York.— From  Bettsburg  to  Deposit. 
From  Albany,  by  Bath,  Sand  Lake,  Stephenson, 
Hancock,  and  Lanesborough,  to  Dalton,  in  Mas- 
sachusetts. From  Sbeldon,  by  Willink  kod  Ham- 
burg to  Buffalo.  From  Onondago,  by  TuUy, 
Preble,  and  Homer,  to  Courtland  court-house. 
From  Chesterfield  to  Jay,  in  Ks9ex  county.  From 
PeekskilL  by  West  Point,  to  Newburg.  From 
Stamfora,  by  Water ville,  to  Rosevilie.  From 
Esperanza.  by  Schoharie  court-house  and  Mid- 
dleburg,  to  Stanford,  on  the  turnpike  road.  From 
Middletown,  Delaware  county,  by  Colchester  aad 
Hancock,  to  Deposit.  From  Aarelius  to  Sem- 
prooius.  From  Brooklin  to  Flatbush.  From 
Albany,  by  Spencertown,  to  Sheffield,  in  Massa- 
chusetts. From  Cairo,  by  Windham,  to  Lexing- 
ton. From  Grreen,  on  the  turnpike,  West,  to 
Lisle. 

In  New  Jereey.— From  Morristowa,  by  Newtoa, 
to  Millford,  in  Pennsylvania. 

In  PennaylvanicL— From  Wysor,  by  Orewili 
and  Warren, to  Naatieocke,in  New  Jersey.  From 
Washington  to  West  Alexandria.  From  York, 
by  YorkHaren,  to  Middletown.  From  Somerset, 
by  Meiford,  Turkyfoot  and  Addison,  to  Smith's 
Stand,  on  the  national  road.  From  Lewistown, 
by  Beavertown,  Bdiddiehnrg  and  Selin's  Grove, 
to  Sunbury.  From  Beaverstown  to  Burgetstowa. 
From  Btti|;et8town,  by  Hookstown,  Georgetown, 
Beaver  bridge  and  Fulkstown,  to  New  Lisbon, 
in  Ohio.  Ffom  Burlinviiie  to  Baston.  From 
Wilmington,  by  West  Chester,  to  Pottsgrove,. 
Swamp  Churches  and  Summary  Town,  to  Sam- 
uel Seller's  tavern,  on  the  post  road  leading  from 
Philadelphia  to  wards  Bethlehem,  in  Buckscounty. 
From  the  town  of  Indiana,  through  Kataoing,  to 
Butler  Town. 

In  Ohio, — From  Urbanna  to  Springfield,  in 
Champaign  county.  From  Canton,  by  Spring 
field,  Suffield,  Talmadge  and  Stow,  to  Cleveland. 
From  Portsmouth  to  Vanceburg,  in  Kentucky. 
From  Urbanna  to  Troy.  From  Chilicotha,  by 
Lebanon,  to  Cincinnati.  From  AthensJ>y  Lan^ 
caster,  to  Columbus.  From  Cadiz,  by  Freeport, 
White  Byes  Plains,  Coshocton,  Mount  YemoB 
and  Clinton,  to  Fredericktown.  From  Steubeo- 
vilie,  by  Faucetutown,  Fulkstown,  Achor,  Fair* 
fields  Crolumbiana,  Salem,  Grissels,  Sandy  Store, 
Thompson's  salt  works,  and  Lower  salt  works,  to 
Steubenville.  From  Columbus,  by  Washington, 
to  Newmarket.  From  Columbus,  by  London, 
to  Xenia. 

At  JMiana, — From  Baton,  in  Ohio,  to  Salit- 
bory.  From  Washington  court-house  to  Valonia. 
From  Charlestowo,  by  Washington  court-house 
and  Lindley's  mills,  to  Vinceoaee. 

InlUinois. — From  Cahokia.  bv  Madison  oourt- 
house  and  Clinton  Hill  to  Canoaia*  From  Kaa- 
kaskia  to  Johnaoo  eourt^boiiie. 
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Jn  Deiaware.^F rom  Christianm  to  Newark.     ) 

/h  Afary/aiu/.— Prom  Libertytown,  by  Union 
Bridge  and  Uniontown,  to  Westminster.  From 
Annapolis  to  Pig  Point. 

In  Ktr^nwr.— From  Clarksbarg,  by  Morgan- 
town,  Waynesboro,  in  Pennsylvania,  to  Wheel- 
ing. From  Monroe  court* house,  to  Lewisburg. 
From  Fredericksburg  to  the  mouth  of  the  Poto- 
mac run.  From  Fiocastle,  by  the  mouth  of 
Cowpasture,  to  Callahan's.  From  Norfolk,  by 
Elizabeth  City,  to  Edenton,  in  North  Carolina. 
From  Wood  court-house  to  Jacksonrille.  From 
Abinffdon,  by  Russell  court-house  and  Mockin- 
son  Gap,  to  Abinirdoo.  From  Pughtowo  to 
Springfield.  From  Dumfries,  by  Walnut  Branch, 
to  Fauquier  court-house.  From  Columbia  to 
Warren.  From  Charlottsville  to  Warren.  From 
Peroival's,  by  Lewisrille  and  Lombardy  Grove, 
to  St.  Tammany.  Frqm  Petersburg,  by  French- 
town,  to  Morganyille.  From  Hanover  court- 
house, by  Hanover  town  and  New  Castle,  to  New 
Kent  court-house. 

Jn  Kentucky.^From  Mount  Sterling  to  Floyd 
court-house.  From  Bairdstown,  by  Grayson 
court-house  and  Butler  court-house,  to  Russell- 
ville.  From  Washinfirton,  by  Williamsburg,  to 
Lewis  court-house.  From  Greenup  court-house 
to  Little  Sandy  salt  works. 

In  North  Carolina. — From  Grayson  court- 
house, Virginia,  by  Edwards  and  McMillen's,  to 
Ash  court-house.  From  Suffolk,  Virginia,  by 
Sunbury  and  Gates  court-house,  to  Bdenton. 
From  Trent  Bridge,  by  Trenton,  to  Duplin  court- 
house. From  WintoQ  to  Gate's  court-house. 
From  Windsor  to  Wiltiamston's.  From  Wil- 
mington, by  Whiteville  and  Fsi](b)uff,  to  Bar- 
itold  Mill,  in  South  Carolina.  From  Charlotte 
to  Lincolnton.  From  Salisbury  to  Lincolnton. 
*  From  Hillsborough,  by  High  Rock,  to  Lennox 
Castle. 

In  7>finefs«e.— From  Newport,  by  Greenville, 
Rc^rsvilie,  and  Lee  court-house,  io  Virginia, 
to  Cumberland  Gap.  From  Carthage,  by  Sparta, 
to  Alexander's.  From  Sparta,  by  McMinville, 
Slid  Winchester,  in  Franklin  county,  to  Hunts- 
TJlle,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

In  8imth  OxroUno.— From  Belfast,  by  Sat- 
terthwait's,  to  Cambridge. 

In  Oeorgia.'-^Vtom  Milledgerille,  by  Green- 
boro,  Lexington,  and  Danlelsville,  to  Carnsville. 
From  Milledgeville,  by  Irvinffton,  Dublin,  Mon^ 
gomery  court-house,  Tatnal  court-house,  and 
Barrington,  to  Darien.  From  Dublin  to  Telfair 
court-bouse.  From  Riceboro,  by  Barrington 
and  Jefferson,  to  St.  Marys.  From  Brunswick 
to  Frederioa. 

In  Lotdsianaj^From  Blancbardsville,  by  As- 
sumption, to  Opeloosa.  From  Assumption  to  La 
Fouroh  Interior  court-house.  From  Concordia 
to  Washita  court-house.  From  Concordia  to 
Warren  court-house. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  Junker  enacted^  That  the 
Postmaster  General  cause  a  mail  to  be  carried 
from  the  nearest  post  office  on  any  established 
postroid  to  the  court-house  of  any  county  which 
IS  now,  or  may  htnafter  be,  established  in  any 


of  the  States  or  Territories  of  ths  United  Sutes, 
and  which  is  not  or  will  not  otherwise  be  ac- 
commodated with  the  mail;  and  the  road  on 
which  the  same  shall  be  so  carried,  shall  there- 
upon become  a  post  road,  and  so  continue  until 
other  provisions  shall  be  made  by  law  for  the  ae« 
commodation  thereof  with  the  mail. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  tl^ 
Secretary  of  State  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized 
to  transmit  by  the  mail,  free  of  posuge,  one  copy 
of  the  documents  hereafter  mentioned,  being  oa 
subjects  of  A  general  nature,  and  which  mar  be 
ordered  to  be  printed  by  either  House  of  Con- 
gress, timely,  of  communications  with  the  ac- 
companying documents,  made  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  Conffres?,  or  either  Hotise 
thereof;  of  reports  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  br  the 
Secretary  of  War,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary, 
by  the  Postmaster  General,  by  the  Commission- 
ers of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  Congress,  or  either 
House  thereof,  in  pursuance  of  anj  law  or  reso- 
lution of  either  House:  affirmative  reports  on 
subjects  of  a  general  nature  made  to  CcngresS| 
or  either  House  thereof,  by  any  committee,  re* 
spectively :  for  each  of  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  of  the  district  courts,  and  of 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  to  any  post 
office  within  the  United  States,  they  may  respect* 
ively  designate. 

Approved,  April  18,  1814. 


An  Act  to  inc<^porsta  the  Directors  of  the  Washing* 
ton  Library  Compaay. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  James  Laurie,  Joseph 
Stretch,  William  Parker,  Jonathan  S.  Findlay, 
George  Way,  Moses  Young,  and  Thomas  U. 
Gilliss,  and  their  successors,  duly  elected  or  ap- 
pointed in  manner  hereinaher  directed,  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  made,  declared,  and  constituted 
a  corporation  and  body  politic,  in  law  and  in 
fact,  to  have  continuance  forever,  by  the  name 
style,  and  title  of  "  The  Directors  of  the  Wash- 
ington Librarv  Company,"  and  by  such  corpo- 
rate name,  style,  and  title,  shall  be  hereafter  for- 
ever able  and  capable  in  law  and  equity  to  sue 
and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and 
be  answereu  unto,  defend  ana  be  defended,  in  any 
court  or  courts  or  other  places,  and  before  any 
judge  or  judges,  justice  or  justices,  or  other  per- 
sons whatsoever,  within  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia^  or  elsewhere,  in  all  and  all  ntanner  of  suits, 
actions,  complaints,  pleas,  causes,  matters,  and 
demands,  of  whatever  kind  or  nature  they  may 
be,  in  as  full  and  effectual  a  manner  as  any  per^ 
son  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate,  may 
or  can  do. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  all  and 
singular  the  goods,  chattels,  and  other  effects,  of 
what  kind  or  nature  soever,  heretofore  giiren, 
granted,  or  devised  to  the  said  library  company, 
or  to  any  person  or  persons  for  the  use  thereof, 
or  that  may  have  been  purchased  for  or  on  ac- 
count of  the  same,  be,  and  the  said  goods,  chat- 
tels, and  other  effects,  are  hereby  vested  in  and 
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eooftrmed  to  the  said  corporation.  And  the  said 
corporation  mty  take  and  receive  any  5um  or 
sQins  of  money,  or  any  goods,  chattel,  or  other 
effects  of  what  kind  or  nature  soever,  which  shall 
or  may  hereafter  be  given,  granted,  or  bequeathed 
unto  them  by  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  poli- 
tic 6r  corporate,  capable  of  making  such  gift, 
grant,  or  bequest:  Provided^  That  the  eoods, 
chattels,  and  other  effects  vested  in  and  confirmed 
^to  the  said  corporation,  and  moneys,  goods,  chat- 
*tels,  and  effects,  which  by  this  act  the  said  cor- 
poration is  authorized  hereafter  to  receive,  shall 
not  in  the  whole  exceed  in  value  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enoc^,*  That  the 
said  corporation  shall  have  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  make,  have,  and  use  a  common  seal, 
with  such  device  and  inscription  as  they  shall 
think  proper,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter,  and 
renew  at  pleasure :  to  appoint  a  treasurer  and 
librarian,  and  such  othet*  officers  as  they  may, 
from  time  to  time,  deem  necessary :  to  assign 
them  their  duties,  fix  their  compensation,  and 
remove  him  or  them  from  office,  and  appoint 
another  or  others  in  his  or  their  place  as  often  as 
tbev  shall  think  fit :  to  make,  ordain,  establish, 
ana  execute  such  by-laws  and  ordinances  as 
may  be  deemed  useful  to  the  institution,  and  the 
same  to  alter,  amend,  or  abrogate  at  pleasure :  to 
fix  the  price  of  new  shares  and  annual  contribu- 
tions on  each  share :  to  direct  how  transfers  shall 
be  made  and  certified :  to  procure  by  purchase, 
rent,  or  otherwise,  a  suitable  place  for  keeping 
the  libraty  :  to  appoint  the  times  for  keeping  the 
library  open«  and  for  taking  out  and  returning 
books:  to  fill  up  vacancies  that  may  happen  in 
.  their  own  body  between  two  annual  elections : 
to  levy  and  collect  fines  and  forfeitures:  and  to 
determine  upon^do,and  transact  all  business  and 
matters  appertaining  to  the  said  corporation  and 
library  company,  agreeably  to  the  rules,  ordi- 
nances, and  by-laws  thereof,  during  their  con- 
tinuance in  office:  Prcmdedj  That  not  less  than 
a  majority  of  the  said  directors  be  a  quorum  to  do 
business;  that  no  rule,  ordinance^  or  by-law,  be 
made  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  District  or  of 
the  United  States:  and  that  no  contribution  be 
laid  on  any  one  share,  in  any  one  year,  exceeding 
three  dollars,  without  the  consent  of  a  majority 
of  the  shareholders. 

8bo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  an 
election  for  seven  directors  of  "  The  Washington 
Library  Company"  shall  be  held  on  the  first 
Monday  in  April  next,  and  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  April  annually,  thereafter,  at  the  library 
room,  under  the  direction  of  such  persons  as 
the  present  directors  and  their  successors  may 
appoint;  which  appointment  shall  be  at  least 
five  days  previous  to  the  day  of  election.  They 
shall  also  publish  the  names  of  the  persons  so 
appointed  to  hold  the  election,  in  some  newspaper 
printed  in  the  City  of  Washington,  at  least  three 
days  previous  to  such  election's  being  held ;  the 
polls  for  which  shall  be  kept  open  from  three 
o'clock  until  six  o'cl^k  P.  M.;  and  no  person 
ahall  be  eligible  as  a  direetorj  or  have  a  right  to 


vote  for  a  director,  who  is  not  at  the  time  of  vot- 
ing, or  being  voted  for,  a  share  holder  in  the  said 
company,  or  who  shall  be  in  arrears  to  the  said 
company,  for  any  annual  contribution,  fines,  or 
forfeitures :  and  all  persons  qualified  to  vote,  may 
vote  either  personally  or  by  proxy,  by  ballot. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  this 
act  may  at  any  time  be  altered,  amended,  or  re« 
pealed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  April  18, 1814. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  the  collection  and  preservation 
of  sQch  flags,  standards,  and  colors,  as  shall  have 
been  or  may  hereafter  be  taken  by  the  land  and 
naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  from  their  enemies. 
Be  it  enacted,  if  c,  That  the  Secretaries  of  the 
War  and   Navy  Departments  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  directed  to  cause  to  be  collected  and 
transmitted  to  them,  at  the  seat  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  all  such  flags,  stand- 
ards, and  colors,  as  shall  have  been  or  may  here- 
after be  taken  by  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  from  their  enemies.    » 

Sfic.  2.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the 
flags,  standards,  and  colors  of  the  descriptioa 
aforesaid,  which  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
departments  aforesaid,  and  such  as  may  be  here- 
after transmitted  to  them,  be,  with  all  convenient 
despatch,  delivered  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  being,  under  his  direc- 
tion, preserved  and  displayed  in  such  public  place 
as  he  shall  deem  proper. 

Sbo.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  appropriated,  for  the  above  purposes,  oat 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 
Approved,  April  18, 1814. 


An  Act  to  lessen  the  compensation  for  marshals,  clerks, 
and  attorneys,  in  the  cases  therein  mentioned. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  June  next,  there  shall  not  be  allowed  or 
paid  to  either  the  marshal  or  attorney  of  the  dis- 
tricts of  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island.  Connecti- 
cut, the  southern  district  of  New  York,  or  Penn- 
sylvania, nor  to  the  clerk  of  the  district  and  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  United  States  in  either  of  said 
districts,  any  daily  compensation  for  attending  on 
the  said  courts,  and  that  the  clerks  of  the  district 
and  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
entitled  to  one-half  of  one  per  centum  and  no 
more  on  money  deposited  in  court,  any  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved.  April  18, 1814. 


An  Act  in  further  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  <*An  act 
more  efiectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defimce, 
by  establishing  an  nnifbrm  militia  throughout  the 
United  States.'* 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That,  in  addition  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  militia  provided  for  by  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  more  efieetuallj  to  provide  for  the  o«- 
tlonal  deftaee  by  aetablnhiag  an  uniform  militia 
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tbfougkoot  the  Uoked  Btates,"  approred  May  the 
eighth,  oDe  thousand  sevea  handred  and  n^ety- 
two,  and  by  an  act  in  addition  to  the  said  recited 
act.  approved  March  the  second,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  tliree,  there  shall  be  to  each 
division  one  division  inspector,  with  the  rank  of 
lieutenant  colonel,  and  one  division  (quartermas- 
ter, with  the  rank  of  major ;  to  each  brigade  one 
aid-de-camp,  with  the  rank  of  captain ;  and  the 
quartermasters  of  brigade  heretofore  provided  for 
by  law,  shall  have  the  rank  of  captain.  And  it 
shall  be  incumbent  on  the  said  officers  to  do  and 
perform  all  the  duties  which  by  law  and  military 
principles  are  attached  to  their  offices  respect- 
ively. 
Approved,  April  18, 1814. 


An  Act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws 
of  the  Union,  snppress  insurrections,  and  lepel  in- 
Ttsions,  and  to  repeal  the  act  now  in  force  for  those 
purposes." 

Be  it  enacted,  fe,,  That  courts  martial,  to  be 
eorapoped  of  militia  officers  Hlone,  for  the  trial  of 
militia  draughted,  detached,  and  called  forth  for 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  whether  acting 
in  conjunction  with  the  regular  forces  or  other- 
wise, shall,  whenever  necessary,  be  appointed, 
iheld,  and  conducted  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  rules  and  articles  of  war  for  appointing,  hold- 
iog,  and  conducting  courts  martial,  for  the  trial 
ofdelinquents  in  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

Sbo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  in  all 
eases  in  the  militia,  where  an  offence  is  punisha- 
ble by  stoppage  of  pay  or  by  impo»ipg  a  fine,  lim- 
ited by  the  amount  of  pay,  the  same  shall  be  taken 
to  have  relation  to  the  monthly  pay  existing  at 
the  time  the  offence  was  committed. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
delinquent  directed  to  be  summoned  to  appear  be- 
fore a  court  martial  for  neglect  or  refusal  to  obey 
,the  orders  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  any  of  the  cases  recited  in  the  first,  second, 
third,  and  fourth  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  exe- 
cute the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, and  repel  invasions,  and  to  repeal  the  act 
now  in  force  for  those  purposes,"  passed  Febru- 
ary twenty-eighth,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-five,  shall  be  absent  when  any  non- 
commissioned officer  shall  call  to  summon  him, 
it  shall  be  a  sufficient  summoning  of  huch  delin- 
quent if  the  non-commissioned  officer  leave  a  copy 
of  the  summons,  or  a  written  notice  thereof,  signed 
by  him,  with  some  person  of  suitable  age  and  dis- 
cretion, at  the  usual  place  of  abode  of  such  delin- 
quent, at  least  ten  days  previous  to  the  day  of  ap- 
pearance. And,  in  case  of  the  non-appearance  of 
saeh  delinquent,  the  court  martial  may  proceed 
with  his  trial  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  had 
appeared  and  plead  not  guilty  to  the  charge  ex- 
hibited against  him. 

Sbc.  4.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  president  of  any  court  martial 
lor  the  ttial  of  milUia,  if  requiied,  and  upon  his 


being  duly  satisfied  that  such  testimony  b  i 
rial  to  the  trial,  to  issue  his  precept,  directed  U> 
any  person  la  be  summoned  as  a  witaeas,  oon- 
manding  his  or  her  attendance  at  such  court,  to 
testify  for  or  against  the  person  to  be  tried.,  as  the 
case  may  be;  and  any  witness  having  been  duly 
summoned  and  failing  to  appear,  without  a  reaa- 
onable  exciise,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding fifty  dollars,  to  be  sped  for  and  reeovend 
in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  by  bill,  plaiAC. 
or  information,  in  any  court  of  competent  jark- 
diction.  And  if  any  witness,  when  called  npoo 
for  that  purpose,  shall  refuse  to  testify,  or  shall 
behave  with  contempt  to  the  court,  orif^aoy  other 
person  shall  use  any  menacing  words,  signs,  or 
gestures,  in  presence  thereof,  or  shall  cause  aav 
riot  or  disorder  therein,  it  shall  be.lawful  for  amch 
court  to  punish  every  such  offender  by  impriacui- 
ment,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  month,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  court. 

Sec.  5.  Axi^-  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  into  execution  the  sentence, 
judgment,  or  order  of  any  such  court  martial,  for 
any  of  the  offences  specified  in  the  last  clavsie  of 
the  preceding  section  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful tot  the  court  to  issue  an  order  to  any  eommis- 
sioned  officer  of  militia,  not  below  the  rank  mi 
captain,  commanding  him  to  carry  the  same  into 
effect  by  military  force;  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  obey  the  same,  and  execute  the  order  accord- 
ingly. 

Sec.  6.  Andbe  it  further  enaet&d,  That  oa  the 
trial  of  delinquents,  for  offences  not  cafutal,  hy 
any  such  court  martial,  the  deposiiioa  of  wU* 
nesses  taken  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  othar 
person  authorized  to  take  affidavits  to  be  read  in 
any  court  of  record  in  the  State  where  the  aaaie 
shall  be  taken,  may  be  read  in  evident,  provided 
the  prosecutor  and'  person  accused  are  preaeat  at 
taking  the  same,  or  are  duly  notified  thereof.  Aad 
further,  that  the  returns  of  captains  or  other  com- 
manding officers  of  companies,  of  ddinqaeals 
draughted  or  ordered  into  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  who  shall  have  refused  or  neglected  lo 
enter  the  same,  sworn  to  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
competent  evidence  of  the  facts  therein  eoa- 
tained. 

Sfio.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  aav 
person  shall  wilfully  swear  false  before  any  each 
court  martial,  or  in  any  affidavit  or  depoaitioa 
taken  as  aforesaid,  he  or  she  shall  be  adjudged  to 
be  {[uilty  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury,  ana  shall 
be  indicted,  tried,  and  punished  accordingly,  bf 
any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  in  the  &ate 
where  such  offence  shall  be  committed. 

Sbo.  &  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
militia,  when  called  into  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  bjr  virtue  of  the  before  recited  act,  may. 
if  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  the  public  interest  require  it,  be  compelled 
to  serve  for  a  term  not  exceeding  six  moaths  af- 
ter their  arrival  at  the  place  of  rendezvous^  in  any 
one  year. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  r^i- 
mental  chaplains  in  the  n#itia,  which  have  bc«n 
or  shaii  be  called  ihto  the  aervlce  of  the  Uaitad 
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Blatts.  shall  rc«ei?e  the  same  month)  j  pay  and 
nlioDsas  a  eaptato  of  iofaotrf ,  with  the  addition 
^  forage  for  oae  horse;  und.  whenever  called 
forth  into  the  service  of  the  United  States^  divis- 
ion qoarternusters  shall  be  entitled  to  the  pajr, 
•molaments,  and  allowances  of  a  depaty  quarter- 
vaster  general;  brigade  quartermasters,  to  the 
pay,  emoluments,  and  allowances  of  an  assistant 
depaty  quartermaster  general;  and  regimental 
ijtiartermasters,  to  the  pay  and  emolomenu  of  a 
keutenaat  of  infantry,  and  sixteen  dollars  per 
month  in  addition  thereto,  and  forage  for  one 
horse;  division  inspectors  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
pav,  emoluments,  and  allowances  of  a  lieatenant 
colonel  of  infantry^  brigade  majors,  to  the  pay, 
tmolnmaots,  and  allowances  of  a  major  of  infan- 
try; aids-de-camp  to  brigadier  generals,  to  the 
paj,  emolonaents,  and  allowances  of  a  captain  of 
mfanuy ;  with  aa  addition  of  sixteen  dollars  per 
aM>nth,  and  forage  for  one  horse. 

Sfio.  10.  And  be  itJuHher  enacted,  That  the 
expenses  incurred,  or  to  be  incurred,  by  marching 
the  militia  of  an^  State  or  Territory  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  their  places  of  rendezvous,  in  pursu- 
ance of  a  requisition  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  which  shall  have  been  or  may  be 
incnrred  in  cases  of  calls  made  by  the  authority 
of  any  Btate  or  Territory  which  shall  have  been 
or  may  be  approved  by  him.  shall  be  adjusted  and 
paid  in  like  manner  as  the  expenses  incarred  af- 
ter their  arrival  at  such  places  of  rendezvous,  on 
the  requisition  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States:  Provided^  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  considered  as  authorizing  any  species  of 
expenditure  previous  to  arrivioe  at  the  place  of 
nadezvous,  which  is  not  provided  by  existing 
laws  to  be  paid  for  after  their  arrival  at  such  place 
of  rendezvous. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  in  all 
cases  where  a  brigade  of  militia  shall  be  called 
forth  for  actual  service,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
brigade  major  of  sucn  brigade  to  inspect  and 
muster  the  same,  and  sign  the  muster  rolls,  con- 
formably to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitlea  ^^An 
act  more  effectuallv  to  provide  for  the  nation- 
al defence,  by  establishing  an  uniform  militia 
throughout  the  United  Sutes."  If  le^  than  a 
brigade  be  called  forth,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  a  brigade  major  of  the  district  wherein  such 
xnilitia  may  renaezvous,  to  inspect  and  muster  the 
same,  and  sien  the  muster  rolls:  two  musters  to 
be  made  to  the  manner  aforesaid,  one  on  the  as- 
sembling, and  the  other  on  the  discharge  of  such 
militia.  If  there  should  be  no  brigade  major  in 
the  vicinity,  the  commanding  officer  may  direct 
any  officer  under  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel, 
whether  of  the  reffolar  troops  or  militia,  to  in- 
spect and  muster  the  militia  so  called  forth. 

Sbo.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  any 
commissioned  officer,  non-commissioned  officer^ 
musician,  or  private  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States^  who  shall  have  committed  an  offence 
while  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States, 
may  be  tried  and  punished  for  the  same,  althotigh 
bis  term  of  service  may  have  expired,  ia  like 
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manner  as  if  he  had  been  actually  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States.  ; 

Sco.  13.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  this 
act  be  continued  in  force  for  and  during  the  pres- 
ent war,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  April  18,  1814. 


An  Act  ooncemiDg  the  pay  of  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines,  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  pay  and  subsist- 
ence of  the  respective  commissiooed  and  warrant 
officers  be  as  follows:  a  lieutenant  other  than  a 
master  commandant,  or  lieutenant  commandin|( 
a  small  vci^sel,  forty  dollars  per  month  and  threS 
rations  per  day;  a  chaplain  forty  dollars  per 
month  and  two  rations  per  day ;  a  sailingmastet 
forty  dollars  per  month  and  two  rations  per  day^ 
a  surgeon  fifty  dollars  per  month  and  two  rations 
per  day;  a  sui^eon's  mate  thirty  dollars  per  month 
and  two  rations  per  day;  a  purser  forty  dollar^ 
per  month  and  two  rations  per  day ;  a  boatswaiil 
twenty  dollars  per  month  and  two  rations  per 
day ;  a  gunner  twenty  dollars  per  month  and  two 
rations  der  day ;  a  sailmaker  twenty  dollars  pet 
month  and  two  rations  per  day:  and  that  the 
pay  to  be  allowed  to  the  petty  officers  and  mid^ 
shipmen,  and  the  pay  and  bounty  upon  enlist- 
ment of  the  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, shall  be  fixed  by  the  President  of  the  Uni« 
ted  States:  Provided,  That  the  whole  sum  to  be 
given  for  the  whole  pay  aforesaid,  and  for  the 
pay  of  officers,  and  that  the  amount  of  bounties 
upon  enlistment  of  seamen  and  marines,  shall  not 
exceed  for  any  year  the  amount  which  may,  in 
such  year,  be  appropriated  for  those  purposes 
respectively.' 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  make 
an  addition,  not  exceeding  twenty-fire  per  cent., 
to  the  pay  of  the  officers,  petty  officers,  midship- 
men, seamen,  and  marines,  engaged  in  any  ser- 
vice, the  hardships  or  disadvantages  of  wbic|k 
shall,  in  his  judgment,  render  such  an  addition 
necessary. 

Approved,  April  18, 1814. 

An  Act  supplemental  to  an  act,  entiUed  "An  acjfc  fiir 
ascertaining  the  titles  and  claims  to  lands  in  that 
part  of  Louisiana  which  lies  east  of  the  river  Miadn 
rippi  and  island  of  New  Orleai^'' 
Be  it  enacted^  <fc..  That  the  time  for  deliver- 
ing notices  and  the  evidences  of  claims  to  lands 
as  required  by  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supple- 
ment, be  and  the  same  hereby  is  extended  until 
the  first  day  of  September  nexu 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  appointed  un- 
der the  act  aforesaid,  to  receive  such  evidences 
as  to  them  may  be  offered  in  support  of  any 
claims  which  may  not  be  embraced  by  said  act, 
and  to  report  the  same^  together  with  those  re- 
ferred to  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  November  next,  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Qeneral  Land  Office,  to  be  by 
himiaid  before  Congre§s.a|  their  next  session.. 
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Brno.  3.  And  he  it  Jwrther  enacUd,  That  th« 
eommissioDer  for  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river 
mA  wait  of  the  Perdido  be  aod  he  is  hereby  au- 
thoTNBed  and  reqaired  to  reocive  aod  make  report 
at  aforesaid  on  all  elaims  to  knda  lying  eaat  of 
the  river  Tombigbee. 

Approred,  April  18, 1814. 

An  Act  la  fix  the  eompeasation  of  the  Olorks  easplojed 

in  the  offices  of  the  Secretary  of  the  S^ate  and 

Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  ""**' 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  in  lien  of  the  annual 

compensations  of  the  clerks  employed  in  the 

Met  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  in  the 

office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa* 

liveni  as  now  fixed  by  law,  there  shall  be  allowed 

tQ  the  principal  clerk  in  each  of  said  offices  fifteen 

ftondred  dollars,  and  to  each  of  the  engrossing 

fllerkf  employed  in  said  offices  tw^ve  hundred 

and  fifty  dollars  per  annum,  to  be  paid  quarter- 

f  ^rly  out  of  aayr  money  in  the  Treasury  not 

^erwise  appropriated. 

810.2.  And  be  itjuriher  enacted,  That  this 
|kO|  shall  take  effect  from  and  after  the  thirty-first 
4^f  of  December,  one  thousand  ^ight  hundred 
am4  thirteen. 
.    Approved,  April  18, 1814. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  act  Ujing  duties  on  licenses  to 

Mtaiieni  of  wkies,  spiriluons  liquors,  and  Ibreign 

aaenbandise,  aad  ht  ether  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  nothing  contained  in 
the  first  section  of  the  act  laying  duties  on  licenses 
to  retailers  of  wines,  spirituous  liquors,  and  for- 
eign merchandise,  snail  be  construed  to  extend 
tQ  physicians  who  keep  on  hand  medicines  solely 
(br  the  purpose  of  raaxing  up  their  own  prescript 
thmt  for  their  own  patients,  nor  shall  any  physi- 
cian, surgeon,  or  chemist,  for  vending,  solely  in 
bis  pracuce,  medicines  to  his  patients,  be  sub- 
jected to  take  out  license  as  a  retail  dealer  in  for- 
tini  merchandise. 

OBC.  2.  And  he  itjurther  enacted,  That  where 
any  collector  shall  have  required  any  pbvsician, 
aursjeon,  or  chemist,  vending  medicine  excFustvely 
to  his  patients  in  his  practice,  to  take  out  license 
as  a  retailer  in  ibreign  merchandise,  every  such 
collector  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
cancel  every  such  license  and  to  repay  any  money 
received  for  the  same,  and  in  every  case  where 
the  monev  has  not  been  received  to  grant  a  re- 
Hase  for  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  itfiirGhcr  enacted.  That  upon 
the  sale  or  transfer  of  any  licensed  still  or  boiler, 
or  other  vessel  used  in  distillation,  the  right  of 
^ing  the  same,  during  the  term  for  which  such 
Heenee  shall  remain  in  fbrce,  shall  accrue  to  the 
new  proprietor  or  possessor;  entry  of  such  sale 
or  transfer  having  been  previously  made  at  the 
omce  of  the  collector  for  the  district  by  the  per- 
son selling  or  transferring  the  same,  and  the  same 
famring  been  endorsed  on  the  original  license. 

Sbo.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  in 
case  any  stilL  boiler,  or  other  vessel  used  in  dis- 
tillatton,  shall  be  burnt  or  otherwise  destroyedi 


the  collector  for  the  district  wh«f«ia  the 
shall  have  been  situate,  shall  be  empowered,  i 
is  hereby  directed,  to  remit  such  portioQ  of  tbo 
duties  which  may  have  been  bonded  for  the  li- 
cense granted  therefor,  aad  shall,  at  the  time  of 
the  burning  or  destruction  thereof,  remain  on* 
paid,  as  would  have  accrued  for  the  time  between 
such  burning  or  destruction,  and  the  ezpiratioa 
of  the  period  for  which  such  license  was  graatad: 
Prwiaed,  That  previous  to  such  roaaissiony  tha 
said  burning  or  destruction  shall  be  rerified,  uadcf 
the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  owner  or  auperia* 
tendent  of  such  still,  boiler,  or  other  vessel,  be^sra 
a  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace  residing  witllia 
the  said  district:  And  priMed,  That  the  s«M 

t'udge  or  justice  shall  endorse  on  said  oe? ttficata 
^is  belief  of  the  facts  tberetn  set  forth,  ae4  that 
the  burnin|[  or  destruction  did  not  arise  froa  a 
fraudulent  inteat  to  defraud  the  re^entie,  and  in 
case  of  such  remission  of  duties,  the  license  pv^ 


viously  granted  for  such  etiH,  boiler,  or  other 
sel  ased  in  distiUation,  shall  be  af  no  fanlkor 
avail. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  itjwther  enacts,  That  ia 
case  any  peraoo  or  persons,  10  whooa  a  lictasefta 
retailing  may  be  granted,  shall  die  heiore  tJaa 
comaiencemeat  or  during  the  period  Ibereof^  Iko 
heirs,  executors,  or  adnuntstrators  of  such  aacsmi 
or  persons  shall  be  authoroed  to  retail  onoer  tlui 
same;  and  any  person  to  whoa  a  liceaae  for  ra* 
tailing  shall  be  ^ranted,  may,  on  application  la 
writing  to  the  collector  for  the  district,  hare  iht 
same  transferred  to  any  other  person  in  the  aam^ 
collection  district ;  in  which  several  cases  it  wtmik 
be  the  duty  of  the  collector  to  endorse  oa  tjbia 
said  licenses  a  certificate  of  such  tiansler.  withoM 
which  certtfioale  this  provision  shall  ha  of  a* 
avail. 

Sbo  6.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  in 
case  anf  person  or  persons^  to  whom  a  license  for 
employing  a  still  in  distilling  spirituous  liquors 
may  be  granted,  shall  die  before  the  commence^ 
mentor  during  the  period  thereof,  the  hetrstczec- 
utorS|  or  administrators  of  such  person  or  persona 
shall  be  authorized  to  employ  the  same  for  the 
unexpired  period  of  such  license :  ProHded,  An 
application  previous  to  using  the  same  be  made 
fn  writing  by  the  said  heirs,  executors,  or  adoMA* 
istrators,  to  the  collector  for  the  district,  and  that 
a  certificate  of  such  transfer  be  endorsed  thereoa 
by  him,  without  which  certificate  this  provisioa 
shall  be  of  no  avail. 

Sac.  7.  And  he  it  fitHker  enacted,  That  b 
shall  be  the  duty  of  any  person  to  whom  a  license 
for  retailing  may  have  been  granted,  to  produce 
and  exhibit  the  same  on  the  demana  of  the  col- 
lector for  the  district  made  at  the  place  of  xetail- 
ing,  for  refusing  to  do  which  said  person  shall 
forfeit  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars. 

Ssc.  8.  And  he  it  furiher  enacted.  That  la 
case  of  the  sickness  or  temporary  inability  of  a 
collector  to  discharge  such  of  his  duties  as  can- 
not, under  existing  Taws,  be  discharged  by  a  dep* 
uty,  they  may  be  devolved  by  him  on  a  deputy : 
Frtnrided,  Information  thereof  be  immediatdy 
communicated  to  the  Commissloo^r  of  the  Reir>- 
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eQue,  and  the  same  shall  be  approved  by  him : 
And  provided^  That  the  respoD9ibiIity  of  the  col- 
lector, or  his  sureties,  to  the  United  States,  shall 
Qot  be  thereby  impaired. 

Sfic.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  in 
ease  a  collector  shall  dfie,  resign,  or  be  removed, 
the  deputy  in  his  service,  at  the  time  immediately 
preceding  who  shall  have  been  longest  eipployed 
oy  him,  may  and  shall,  until  a  successor  is  ap- 
pointed,  discharge  all  the  duties  of  said  collector. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
letters  and  packets  to  and  from  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Revenue,  of  whatever  weight,  shall  be 
received  and  conveyed  by  the  mail,  free  of  postage. 

Approved,  April  18, 1814. 

An  Act  making  additional  appropriations  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ibnrteen. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  sum  of  six  hun- 
dred and  iwenty-nve  thousand  dollars  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  the  expenses  which  have  been  or  may 
be  incurred  in  building  and  equipping  vessels  of 
war  on  Lakes  Ontario  and  Champlain^  to  be  paid, 
first,  out  of  the  balances  of  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Navy  remaining  unexpended  at 
the  end  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirteen,  and,  secondly,  out  of  the  surplus  of 
any  other  appropriation  which  may,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  rresident,  be  transferred  to  that  otyect 
without  injury  to  the  public  service. 

Sbc.  2.  Avk  be  itjuriher  enacted.  That  for 
defraying  the  expense  of  additional  clerks  in  the 
offices  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Comp- 
troller, and  Auditor  ofthe  United  States,  the  fol- 
lowing suibs,  in  addition  to  the  satQ  already  ap- 
propriated,  be  and  they  are  hereby  appropriated: 
For  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars;  for  the  office  of 
the  Comptroller,  seven  hundred  dollars;  and  for 
the  Auditor's  office,  one  thousand  dollars ;  which 
several  sums  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasurv  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  in 
addition  to  the  sums  already  appropriated  to  those 
objects,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eiffhty-nine 
thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  to  pay  the 
bounty,  subsistence,  clothing,  and  other  expenses 
of  the  marine  corpus,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  mon- 
eys in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 
Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  thousand 
seven  hundred  dollars  be  appropriated  for  the 
Tiounty  and  pay  of  seamen  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  in  addition  to 
the  sum  already  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of 
anj  moneys  in  the  Treasury;  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Approved,  April  18, 1814. 

An  Act  concerning  certiilcatet  of  eonilTmation  of 
daimi  to  lands  in  the  State  of  Loaisiana. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That,  in  All  cases  where  cer- 
tificates of  confiimation  to  lands  lying  in  either  of 


the  land  districts  established  by  law  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  have  been  issued  agreeably  with  the 
provisions  or  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  respecting 
claims  to  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Orleans  andt 
Louisiana,^  passed  the  third  March,  one  thouaaiMl 
eight  hundred  and  seven,  and  which  were  directed^ 
to  be  filed  with  the  proper  Register  of  the  Lan(l 
Office  within  twelve  months  after  date,  and  Ofi 
claims  which  are  included  in  the  transcript  of 
divisions  made  in  favor  of  claimants  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  said^ 
certificates  shall,  in  every  case  where  the  lands- 
have  not  been  already  surveyed  according  to  law. 
be  by  the  said  registers  delivered  to  the  principu> 
deputy  surveyor  of  the  district,  together  with  the 
proper  descriptions  of  the  tracts  to  ba  survejj;ed^ 
wherein  the  auantitv,  localitv,  and  connexion., 
when  practicable  with  each  other,  shall  be  stiktea 
at  any  time  after  the  expiration  of  three  montltti 
from  the  passage  of  this  act,  (unless  the  claimant 
shall  otherwise  specially  direct.)  whose  duty  n 
shall  be,  under  the  direction  or  the  surveyor  df 
the  lands  south  of  Tennessee,  to  accurately  sniS 
vey  the  land  at  the  expense  of  the  United  Stated 
according  to  the  said  certificates  of  confirmatiO)i 
and  description,  and  make  general  and  particular 
plats  thereof,  which  he  shall  return  to  the  office 
of  the  proper  register,  together  with  the  original 
certificates;  and  it  «hall  be  the  further  duty  of 
the  said  surveyor  to  make  a  like  return  of  tl^ 
plats  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Lap'd 
Office:  Provided,  The  expense  of  surveying  the 
said  tracts  shall  not  exceed  that  allowed  by  laW 
for  surveying  the  public  lands  in  the  said  State. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  Thai  so 
soon  as  the  said  tracts  of  land  shall  have  beetl 
thus  surveyed,  and  the  surveys  thereof  returned 
to  the  office  of  the  proper  register,  together  Witn 
the  original  certificates  of  the  commissioners,  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  register  to  issue  Cef- 
tificates  in  favor  of  the  claimants  entitled  there- 
to^ which  he  shall  transmit  to  the  Commissioner 
ofthe  General  Land  Office,  and  if  it  shall  appear 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  commissioner  that 
the  certificates  have  been  fairly  obtained,  and 
correspond  with  the  transcript  heretofore  trans- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the 
plats  returned  by  the  surveyors,  patents  shall  be 
granted  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for 
the  other  public  lands  of  the  United  States; 
which  paten  U  shall  be  transmitted  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Laiid  Office  to  the  pro- 
per register,  to  be  by  him  delivered  to  the  claW- 
ants  entitled  thereto ;  and  the  said  register  for 
delivering  the  certificates  and  descriptions  of  the 
tracts  to  the  surveyor,  making  out  and  forward* 
ine  the  returns  to  the  General  Land  Office,  aod 
delivering  the  patents,  shall  be  entitled  to,  ant 
receive  from  each  claimant,  the  sum  of  two  doV 
lars  for  such  patent  so  delivered. 

Approved,  April  18, 1814. 

An  Act  granting  to  the  President  and  Directors  of  dWb 
New  Orleans  Navigatkm  Company  and  their  fue- 
cessors,  a  lot  of  ground. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  all  the  right  and  claim 
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of  the  United  States  to  a  lot  of  ground  in  the 
county  of  Orleans  and  State  of  Louisiana,  bound- 
ed above  by  the  lands  of  Don  Miguel,  and  front- 
ing on  the  bayou  St.  John,  containing  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  feet  front  and  five  hundred  and 
forty  feet  back, including  the  improvements  there- 
on, now  occupied  by  the  said  company,  be  and 
the  same  hereby  is  vested  in  and  conveyed  to 
the  president  and  directors  of  the  Orleans  Navi- 
gation Company,  for  the  time  being,  and  their 
successors,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said 
company  forever. 
Approved,  April  18, 1814. 

Hasolution  for  the  printing  and  distribution  of  an 
'    additional  number  of  the  Journals  of  Congress,  and 

of  the  documents  published  under  their  order. 

Resolved^  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepre- 
$entative3  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled.  That  of  the  public  Jour- 
nals of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
aentatives,  of  the  present,  and  every  future  Con- 
j^ess,  commencing  with  the  present  session,  and 
of  the  documents  published  under  the  orders  of 
the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
.respectively,  from  the  commencement  of  the  pre« 
sent  session,  there  shall  be  printed  two  hundred 
copies  beyond  the  number  usually  printed;  of 
which  twenty-five  copies  shall  be  deposited  in 
the  Library  of  the  United  States,  at  the  seat  of 
Government,  to  be  delivered  to  members  of  Con- 
jpress  during  anv  session,  and  to  all  other  persons 
authorized  by  law  to  use  the  books  in  the  said 
Library^  upon  their  application  to  the  Librarian, 
and  giving  their  responsible  receipts  for  the  same, 
in  lise  manner  as  for  other  books.  And  that  so 
mtkny  other  of  the  said  copies  shall  be  transmit- 
ted, in  like  manner  as  the  acts  of  Congress  are 
transmitted,  to  the  Executives  of  the  several 
Btatp  and  Territories,  as  shall  be  sufficient  to 
iurnish  one  copy  to  each  Executive,  one  copy  to 
each  branch  of  every  State  and  Territorial  Legis- 
lature, one  copy  to  each  university  and  college 
In  each  State,  and  one  cony  to  the  historical  so- 
ciety incorporated,  or  which  shall  be  incorpo- 
rated, in  each  State :  and  that  the  residue  of  the 
'said  two  hundred  copies  be  deposited  in  the  Li- 
lurary  of  the  United  States,  subject  to  the  future 
diaposition  of  Congress. 

Approved,  December  2^,  1813. 

*BesoIntion8  expressive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  of 
the  gallant  conduct  of  Captain  Oliver  H.  Perry,  the 
officers,  seamen,  marines,  and  infantry,  acting  as 
such,  on  board  of  his  squadron. 
Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  Bouse  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled^  That  the  thanks  of  Congress 
1>e  and  the  same  are  herebv  presented  to  Captain 
'Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  and  through  him  to  the 
officers,  petty  officers,  seamen^  marines,  and  in- 
fantry serving  as  such,  attached  to  the  squadron 
Qjider  his  command,  for  the  decisive  and  glorious 
.victory  plained  on  Lake  Erie,  on  the  tenth  of  Sep- 
tember, m  the  year  one  thousand  eiff  ht  hundred  and 
thirteen,  over  a  British  squadron  of  superior  force. 


Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  gold  medals  to  be 
struck,  emblematical  of  the  action  between  the 
two  squadrons,  and  to  present  them  to  Captain 
Perry  and  Captain  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  in  such  man* 
ner  as  will  be  most  honorable  to  them ;  and  that 
the  President  be  further  requested  to  present  a 
silver  medal,  with  suitable  emblems  and  devices, 
to  each  of  the  commissioned  officers,  ei^er  of  the 
Navy  or  Army,  serving  on  board^  and  a  sword  to 
each  of  the  miashipmen  and  saihngmasters  who 
so  nobly  distinguished  themselves  on  that  memo- 
rable day. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  present  a  silver  medal,  with 
like  emblems  and  devices,  to  the  nearest  male 
relative  of  Lieutenant  John  Brooks,  of  the  ma- 
rines,  and  a  sword  to  the  nearest  male  relatives  of 
Midshipmen  Henry  Laub  and  Thomas  ClaztoO| 
junior,  and  to  communicate  to  them  the  deep  re- 
gret which  Congress  feel  for  the  loss  of  those  gal- 
lant men,  whose  names  ought  to  live  in  th^ 
recollection  and  affection  of  a  grateful  countrfi 
and  whose  conduct  ought  to  be  regarded  as  aa 
example  to  future  generations. 

Resolved,  That  three  months'  pay  be  allowed, 
exclusively  of  the  common  allowance,  to  all  the 
petty^  officers,  seamen,  marines,  and  infantry, 
serving  as  such,  who  so  gloriouslv  supported  the 
honor  of  the  American  flag,  under  the  orders  of 
their  gallant  commander,  on  that  signal  oc- 
casion. 

Approved.  January  6, 1814. 

Resolution  relative  to  the  brilliant  achievement  of 
Lieutenants  Burrows  and  McCall. 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  Hwse  of  Repre' 
sentatives  of  the  United  Staies  of  America  m  Con- 
gress assembled,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes  be  requested  to  present  to  the  nearest 
male  relative  of  Lieutenant  William  Burrowsj 
and  to  Lieutenant  Edward  R.  McCall,  of  the 
brig  Enterprise,  a  gold  medal,  with  suiuble  em- 
blems and  devices;  and  a  silver  medal,  with  like 
emblems  and  devices,  to  each  of  the  commis- 
sioned officers  of  the  aforesaid  vessel,  io  testi- 
mony of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  Coiigress 
of  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  the  omeera 
and  crew  in  the  conflict  with  the  British  sloop 
Boxer,  on  the  fourth  of  September,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirteen.  And 
the  President  is  also  requested  to  communicate 
to  the  nearest  male  relative  of  Lieutenant  Bur- 
rows the  deep  regret  which  Congress  feel  for  the 
loss  of  that  valuable  officer,  who  died  in  the  arms 
of  victory,  nobly  contending  for  his  country'k 
rights  and  fame. 

Approved,  January  6, 18;l4. 

Resolution  relative  to  the  brilliant  achievement  of  Cap- 
tain James  Lawrence,  in  the  capture  of  the  British 
vessd  of  war,  the  Peacock. 
Resolved^  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rapre* 
sentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Vom- 
gress  assembled.  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  requested  to  present  to  the  nearest 
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male  relatire  of  Captain  James  Lawrence,  a  gold 
medal,  and  a  silver  medal  to  each  of  the  commis- 
sioned officers  who  seryed  under  him  in  the  sloop 
of  war  Hornet,  in  her  conflict  with  the  British 
ressel  of  war,  the  Peacock,  in  testimony  of  the 
high  sense  entertained  bf  Congress  of  the  gallan- 
try and  good  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  in 
the  capture  of  that  ressel;  and  the  President  is 
also  requested  to  communicate  to  the  nearest  rel- 
atire  of  Captain  Lawrence  the  sense  which  Con- 
gress entertains  of  the  loss  which  the  Naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  has  since  sustained  in 
the  death  of  that  distinguished  officer. 
Approved,  January  11, 1814. 


Resolotion  directing  a  sword  to  be  presented  to  the 
nearest  male  rdation  of  Midshipman  J<^  Claik. 
Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprt- 
sentatives  qf  the  Untied  States  of  America  tn 
Ckmgress  assembled^  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  present  a  sword  to 
the  nearest  male  relation  of  Midshipman  John 
Clark,  who  was  slain  gallantly  com1)ating  the 
enemy  in  the  glorious  battle  gained  on  Lake  Srte, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Perryj  and  to 
communicate  to  him  the  deep  regret  which  Con- 
gress feeb  for  the  loss  of  that  brave  officer. 
Approved,  February  19, 1814. 
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TO    THE   PROCEEDINGS    AND   DEBATES    OF   THE   FIRST    AND    SECOND 
SESSIONS    OF   THE   THIRTEENTH    CONGRESS. 


SENATE,  — FIRST    SESSION. 


A. 

Adams»  John  Q.,  the-  nomination  of,  as  one  of 
the  Envoys  Extraordinary,  ^.,  to  treat 
of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  ^c.»  con 

finned 

Additional  Military  Force,  a  bill  to  amend  the 
act  to  raise  an,  read,  dec. 

read  a  second  time    .... 

read  a  thiA  time,  and  passed     - 

returned. from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  an  amendment,  and  concurred  in 

a  bill  supplementary  to   the  above,  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 

indefinitely  postponed        ... 
Administration  of  Justice,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Dana,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in< 
quire  into  the  necessity  of  legislative  pro- 
vision for  the         .... 

a  bill  from  said  committee,  read,  dee. 

read  a  seeond  time    -        .        .        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     • 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments  .... 

concurred  in     -        •        -        •        - 
Anderson,  Mr.,  on  motion  ot,  a  messago  was  sent 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  informing 
them  that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  is  as- 
sembled          

A|qpointment  of  certain  officers  by  the  President, 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
authorizing  the,  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  read  thrice,  and  passed 
Aikansas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Ref^esenta- 
tives  giving  further  time  for  registering 
claims  to  lands  in  the  late  district  of,  dec, 
read      ....... 

read  a  second  time    ..... 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
Army  Officers  under  General  Harrison,  a  memo- 
rial of  the,  complaining  that  injustice  has 
been  done  them  in  recent  appointments 
and  promotions,  read      .... 
Army  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of 
War  reported  a  code  of  rules  and  regular 
tions  for  the  government  of  the,  prepared 
in  obedience  to  act  of  Congreis 
Assessors,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represenca- 
ti ves,  for  appointment  and  compensation  of 

read  twice,  and  referred     .... 

reported  amended,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed  as  amended         .... 

13th  Con.  1st  &  2d  Sess.— a 
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23 

69 
71 
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B.  '*'^- 

Bank  of  Washington,  Mr.  drent  presented  the 
petition  of  the,  praying  permission  to  in* 
crease  their  capital,  referred  to  a  select 
committee      ------      2S 

a  bill  to  that  efiect,  read,  dec.     -        -        -      31 
read  a  second  time    •        •        -        .        .      32 
postponed  to  December  next      •        -        -      48 
Barges,  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  to  be  built,  for  the 
defisnce  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  read,  dec         -        -        -      85 
read  a  second  time,  and  amended      -        -      38 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -      38 
Barney,  Joshua,  and  others,  owners  of  private 
armed  vessels,  the  petition  of,  read,  and 
referred  to  a  select  committee         -        -      28 
report  of  said  committee,  read    •        -        •      82 
committed  to  a  select  committee         -        -      85 
a  bill  reported  for  their  relief      -        -        •      86 
(See  GoodSf  4'Ct  captured.) 
Barrett,  Theodore,  and  Nathaniel  Gilbert,  Mr. 
IXggett  presented  the  petition  of,  pray- 
ing release  from  penalties,  dec.,  read       -      46 
Bayard,  James  A.,  the  nomination  o^  as  one  of 
the  Envoys  Extraordinary,  dec,  to  treat 
of  peace,  dec.,  confirmed         -        -        •      90 
Bayly,  Mountjoy,  Doorkeeper  and  8ergeant-at- 
Arms,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  was  author- 
ised to  employ  an  assistant,  dbc     -        -       13 
Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees,  Mr.  Goldsborough 

submitted  a  resolution,  on  the  subject  of      91   ' 
on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  resolution  waa 
amended,  and  agreed  to         -        -        -      92 
Bibb,  George  M.,  of  Kentucky,  appeared,  and 

took  bis  seat 85 . 

Bledsoe,  Jesse,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  iCentucky  for  six  years  from  the 
fourth  of  March  last,  produced  his  cre- 
dentials, was  qualified,  dec  ...  9 
Bounty,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
allowing  a,  to  owners,  officers,  and  crews, 
of  private  armed  vessels,  read  -        •      74 

read  a  second  time 80 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -      82 
Bowen,  Benjamin   B.,  extra  compensation  al- 
lowed to 79 

Breckenridge,  Reverend  John,  appointment  of, 

as  Chaplain  -        -        -        -^        -        .       18 
Brent,  Richard,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 19 

British  Licenses,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  use  of, 

'read 88 
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British  Licenses— continued.  Pmge* 
resd  a  second  time  ....  -  39 
recommitted  .-----  46 
reported  wih  amendments  -  -  -  47 
(didered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  S2 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  •  65 
Bryce,  Henry,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the  peti- 
tion ot;  read 70 

Bollock,  Wm.  B.,  appointed  Senator  hy  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  Georgia,  in  place  of  William 
H.  Crawford,  resigned,  was  qualified,  6lc,  9 
Business,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  a  committee 
was  appointed  agreeably  to  the  42d  rule 
for  conducting  -  -  -  •  .*  1  -^ 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Howell,  a  similar  commit- 
tee was  appointed  agreeable  to  the  22d 
rule,  Ac. >      13 

C. 

CampMl,  Mr.,  two  resolutions  referring  certain 

paHs  of  the  Message  were  submitted  by  -      18 
Qi^itol,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Leib,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  an  appropriation  for  repairing 
the  north  wing  of  the,  and  finishing  the 
Senate  Chamber    .....      31 
a  hill  to  that  efibct  read,  dec.      ...      41 
reftd  a  second  titoe    .....      43 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...      45 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        -      46 
€trriages  for  conveyance  of  persons,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  laying  duties 
on,  read  twice  and  referred     -        -        -      47 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -      63 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        .      66 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        -        -      58 
CHuplains,  Mr.  Anderson  submitted  a  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  two,  of  different 

denommations 18 

agreed  to 14 

concurred  in  by  House  of  Representatives  -       18 
ISiace,  Dudley,  appointed  Senator  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Vermont,  for  six  years  from  4th 
March  last,  produced  his  credentials,  was 

qualified,  ^c. 9 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal,  Mr.  Horsey, 
from  the  committee  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred certain  acts  of  the  Stste  of  Penn-     , 
sylvania  respecting  the,  reported    -        -      48 
report  postponed  to  next  session  of  Congress      53 
day,  Henry,  a  meaauge  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resents tives  informed  the  Senate  that  they 
had  elected,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives    13 

Collectors  of  Customs,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary  of  State,  giving  information  of  those 
who  have  not  made  regular  returns  of 

regfstered  seamen 19 

Commissioners  of  the  Revenue,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  establish  the 
office  of,  read  twice,  and  recommitted      -      46 
reported  with  amendment^         -        -        -      48 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...       54 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   -       56 
Condict,  John,  of  New  Jersey,  appointed,  and  took 

his  seat 19 

Congress,  a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, appointing  a  committee  to 
consider  and  report  when  an  adjournment 
ofy  may  take  place,  read  ...      4^ 


Congress — continued.      >  ^  P^ige. 

read  twice,  concurred  in,  and  a  committee 
appointed      ......      43 

report  of  said  committee  in  part,  read         -      46 
a  resolution  firom  the  House  of  Repreaent* 
atives  fixing  the  time  for  adjournment  of, 
read  twice     .--...      70 
amended  by  striking  out  29th  July,  and  in- 
serting 2d  August,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ----..       72 

read  a  third   time,  and  passed  as  amended      74 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

fixing  the  time  for  next  meeting  o^  read       61 
read  a  second  time    -        .        -        •        -      6S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        -      66 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        -        -       66 
Connecticut,  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of,  en- 
closing a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature  thereof,  that  they  do  not  ratify 
the  amendment  of  the   Constitution  in 
relation  to  titles  of  nobility    -        .        .      S4 
Crane,  Captain  Ichabod  B.,  and  Captain  Roger 
Jones,  the  memorial  of,  referred  to  a  select 
committee     ......       57 

report  of  said  committee    .        -    %  -        -80 
(See  Rotter,) 
Cummins,  Ebenexer  H.,  a  letter  from,  asking 
permission  to  have  a  seat  to  report  the 
proceedings  of  the  Senate      ...      37 
Cutts,  Charles,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive  of  New  Hampshire,  to  fill  a  va- 
cancy, produced  his  credentials,  was  qual- 
ified, &c. 9 

D. 

Daggett,  David,  appainted  a  Senator  by  the  Le. 

gislature  of   Connecticut,    in    plaoe  of 

Chauncey  Goodrich,  resigned,  prodooedl 

his  credentials,  4tc        ....         9 

Dana,  Mr.,  notice  of  a  bill  concemtng  c«rtaiii 

fisheries,  given  by  •        -        -        .       3S 

(See  Fisheries,) 
Denny,  ThooMs,  Mr.  YarnutB  preaenCtd  tWa  pe* 

tition  of,  referrad   -        •        .        .        .34 
ahiUfor  relief  of,  read       -        *        -        .       36 

read  a  second  time 38 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -      39 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...      41 
Direct  Tax*  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rapraaeal* 
atives  to  lay  and  collect  a,  read  twiee,  and 

referred 46 

reported  with  amendments         ...       $0 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...       63 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  65 

the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  same 

and  disagree  to  other  amendaaentB  -        -       70 
the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference      .       7S 
modifications  reported,  and  adopted    .        .       79 
Direct  Taxes  and  Internal  Duties,  a  bill  ftcm  the 
Hoittae  of  Representatives  ibr  the  asseas* 
ment  and  collection  of,  read,  S^c    -        •       4S 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •        -43 
reported  with  amendments        -        -        -       44 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...       47 

read  a  third  time,  ai^d  passed  as  amended  47 

returned  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
not  concnrred  in    .        -        -        >        .54 
Distillers  of  Spirituous  Liquors,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representattvea  laying  duties 
on  licenses  to,  read        *     .  •        -        .       4S 
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rend  ft  fleeond  time,  ftml  referred         -        •      44 

'   reported  wilh  amendments        -        •        -      48 

further  amended,  and  again  referred  •      53 

the  committee  discharged  from  its  further 

oonsideiation         .        -        «        -        -      64 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended       -      66 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  aa  amended         68 
Documents,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Bepresent* 
atives  to  authorize  the  transportation  of 
certaiU,  free  of  postage,  read,  dtc.   -        -      57 
read  a  second  time    -----      60 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        -        -      67 
fiorsej,  Joshua,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read    -        -        -      82 
Dufour,  James,  and  his  associates,  a  bill  from 

the  House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of      66 

read  a  first  time 66 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      71 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -      73 
read  a  third  time,  and  paraed    -        -        -      81 
B. 
Ihnbargo,  a  confidential  message  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  with  a  bill  laying  an, 
on  all  ships  and  vessels,  dec,  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  under  an  in- 
junction of  secreor ;  referred  -        -        -      99 
reported  with  amendments,  and  postponed  •      99 
the  third  reading  of  the  same  negatived      -     100 
injunction  of  secrecy  removed    -        -        -     102 
Entrance  of  Foreign  Vessels,  &c.,  Mr.  Dana  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  respecting  the,  into  our 
waters  -------      69 

read,  and  postponed  to  next  session  -  -  73 
Envoys  Extraordinary,  dec,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Leib,  ordered  that  the  Executive  record 
relating  to  the  nominations  of  Albert  Gal- 
latin, John  Quincy  Adams,  and  James  A. 
Bayard,  as,  to  negotiate  a  Treaty  of  Peace, 
dec,  be  furnished  to  any  member  apply- 
ing for  the  same 83 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  was  ordered  to  cause  the  said  por- 
tion of  the  record  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  members   ------      83 

Everingham,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Gaillard  pre- 
sented the  petition  of     -        -        -        -      69 

Executive  proceedings 88 

Extra  Compensation,  Mr.  Leib  presented  a  peti- 
tion authorizing,  to  certain  officers  of  the 

Senate;  read 69 

read  a  second  time    -----      72 
amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -      79 
F. 
Farmera^  Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Campbell 
presented  the  petition  of  the,  praying  an 
extension  of  their  charter       -        .        -      20 
referred  to  a  select  committee    -        -        -      28 
a  bill  to  that  effect  reported  and  read  -        -      26 
postponed  indefinitely        -        -        -        -      29 
Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Alexandria,  Mr. 
Brent  presented  a  petition  of  the,  praying 
an  act  of  incorporation  ;  referred  to  a 
select  committee    -----      24 
a  bill  to  ineornorate  the,  reported  and  read  -      26 
read  a  second  time,  and  recommitted  -        -      26 
reported  with  amendments         .        .        -      33 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended       -      38 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -      39 


Fagv. 

Fisheries,  Mr.  Dana  gave  notice  of  a  bill  con- 
cerning certain ^82- 

bill  read,  &c 23 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -      24 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 26 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -      26 
allowance  to  certain  vessels  employed  in  the. 
(See  Salt,  imported) 
Forage,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  regulate  the  allowance  of,  to  officers, 
dtc. ;  read      ------      64 

read  a  second  time    -----      54^ 

referred  to  a  committee      -        -        -        -      67. 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -      5# 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -      61 
Foreign  Licensee,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  use  of, 

road 88 

read  a  second  time 39 

recommitted 46 

reported  with  amendments         -        --47 
(See  BritUh  Lkenset.) 
Foreign  Relations,  Mr.  Campbell  submitted  a  res- 
olution, that  so  much  of  the  Message  as 
rdates  to  our,  and  the  Military  Establish- 
ment, be  referred  to  a  select  committee    -       I8 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        -       19 
Fromentin,  Elijius,  appointed  a  Senator  hj  tiie 
Legislature  of  Lousiana  for  six  years,  fk-om 
the  4th  Mardi  last,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  dec  -        -        -        -      24 
Furniture  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  King,  ordered  that  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  be  directed  to  sell  the  old      -        •      82 

G. 

(Saillard,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qualified, 

and  took  hb  seat 10 

Gallatin,  Albert,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  (in 
Executive  session,)  the  President  of  tiie 
United  States  was  requested  to  inform  the 
Senate  whether,  commissioned  as  one  of 
the  Envoys  to  treat  of  peaces  retains  the 
office  of  Secretanr  of  the  Treasury,  dtc  -      84 

Messageof  the  President  of  the  United  States 
in  reply '  ^ 

the  nomination  of,  as  Envoy,  dtc,  referrod 
to  a  uelect  committee     -        •        -        •      86 

said  committee  reported  two  resolutions — 
1.  That  the  offices  ofSecretary  of  the  Tre»- 
sury  and  Envoy  Extraordinary  are  incom- 
patible, and  ought  not  to  be  united  in  the 
same  person ;  2.  That  the  committee  be 
instructed  to'^communicate  the  foregWBf 
resolutions  to  the  President  of  the  Uftiled 
States   -        -        -        -        -        -        -      86 

the  first  resolution  agreed  to      -        -,       -      86 

second  report  of  said  committee  -        -        -      88 

the  Senate  resolved  that  they  do  not  advise 
and  consent  to  the  nomination  of,  as  En- 
voy Extraordinary,  dtc  -  -  -  --90 
Gamble,  WiUiam,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robinson, 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition,  pre- 
sented at  last  session  -  -  -  -  29 
General  Land  Office,  a  letter  from  the  Commts- 
sioncr  of  the,  concerning  a  revision  of  land 
elaims  in  the  district  of  Kaskaikia  -        -      20 

another  from  the  same,  in  relation  to  claims 
to  kmd  in  the  aaid  diatrict      •        -        -      20 
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CtoermI  I<and  Office — continued.      -  Page, 

another,  in  relation  to  claims  to  land  in  the 
•       western  district  0/  Orleans  Territory,  now 

State  of  Louisiana  ....      82 

Georgetown*  District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  concern- 
ing certain  streets  in,  read     -        -        •      23 
read  a  second  time     -        •        -        -        -23 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •        -      24 
German,  Obadiab,  of  New  Yorky  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  -        -        -        -        -        -      18 

Gerry,  Elbridge,  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  address  of,  to  the  Senate,  on  tak- 
ing the  Chair         10 

Giles,  William  B.,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 22 

'  Crirard,  Stephen,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  present- 
ed the  memorial  of,  praying  the  liberation 
of  certain  vessels  seized  for  alleged  viola- 
tions of  non-importation  laws ;  referred  to 
a  select  committee  -  -  -  -  22 
report  of  said  committee  read     -        -        -      32 

copy  of  said  report 33 

Goldsborough,  Robert  H.,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  from  the  4th 
of  March  last,  produced  his  credentials, 

was  qualified,  dec 18 

Good  Friends,  Amazon,  and  United  States, 
ships,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  owners  of  the, 

read,  ^,       - 36 

read  a  second  time 38 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  44 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  46 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments  -        -        -        -        -      70 
amendments  concurred  in  -        -        -        -      72 
Gooding,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        ...      26 

Xrtread 47 
^)ted,  and  leave  granted  to  withdraw  the 
petition-        ...... 

Goods,  dtc.,  captorod  by  private  armed  vessels,  a 
bill  to  relinquish  the  claims  of  the  United 
States  to,  read       .....      36 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 40 

read  a  third  time,  and  paMed     -        •        -      45 
Gore,  Christopher,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Executive  of  Mass.,  in  place  of  James 
Lloyd,  resigned,  produced  his  credentials       19 
crodentiats  read,  and  ordered  to  be  filed     -      21 
Government,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives making  appropriations  for  sup- 
port of,  read  twice        ....      74 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...      79 
Government  Loan,  Mr.  Bibb  commlinicated  a  let- 
ter from  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury concerning  the  ...      63 


Henley,  David,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, for  relief  of,  read  -   .     -        -      61 

read  a  second  time 66 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...      81 
Hornet,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  reward  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  sloop  of  war,  read    -        -        -        -      31 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -      32 
reported  vrith  amendmenta,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 37 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasted  as  amended  -      38 


Horsey,  Mr.,  on  motion  o^  certain  TrtMViy 
statemento  relating  to  interest,  revenue, 
dbc,  were  ordered  to  be  printed  -  -  S9 
HoweUy  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed under  the  22d  rule  for  eondod- 
ing  business  in  the  Senate  -  -  •  19 
Hamaliation,  Fasting  and  Prayer,  the  President 
of  the  Senate  communicated  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  recommending  a  day  of      tS 

Mr.  Anderson  suboritied  a  resolution  re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  recommend  a  day  of  -        -        •        •       fiS 

resolution  read  -        -        -        -        -        -       63 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading-        ......      66 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...       66 

L 

Lidian  Tribes,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  with  statemente  of  all  the  treaties 
held  with  the,  &c.         -        -        -        -       18 
Infirm,  Disabled,  and  Superannuated  Officers, 

&c,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice   -        -       dS 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        •        -       36 
Internal  Duties,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, making  further  provision  for 
collection  of,  dtc.   -         ....       69 
read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        -       71 
reported  with  amendmenta,  read   a  third 
time,  and  passed  amended      -        -        -       78 
Internal  Revenue,  dec,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hor- 
sey, the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  was  di- 
rected to  cause  to  be  printed  certain  state- 
menu  from  the  Treasury  reports,  in  reUp 

tion  to -59 

Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives concerning .  .  -  .  66 
read  a  first  time  .....  66 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  68 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  7S 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  78 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -       78 


Jay,  James,  Mr.  King  presented  the  petition  of, 

referred         ......      89 

report  from  the  committee        -        -        -       43 

leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  relief  of,  asked 
and  refused   --.-.-       44 
Jones,  William,  acting  Secretary  of  the  '^tetM" 

ury,  a  report  from  -----       31 

a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  informing  the  Senate,  as  requested, 
that,  was  duly  appointed  to  perform  the 
duties  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasmy 
during  the  absence  of  Mr.  Gallatin  -  86 
Jumel,  Stephen,  and  others,  Mr.  German  pre* 
sented  the  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War        -        ....       66 

report  of  that  officer  on  the  petition  of        -       70 

K. 

Kaskaskia,  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  with  a  copy  of  the 
reporta  of  the  Commissioners  ibr  the  revi-  . 
sion  of  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of    -       30 
also,  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Regis- 
ter of  the  General  Land  Office,  dec        -       30 
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on  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  both  letters  were 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  petition 
of  Thomas  Sloo     -        -        *        -        -      21 
King,  Rofas,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legis- 
btore  of  New  York  for  six  years,  from  the 
4th  of  March  last,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, &C.        ----.. 
Sing  and  Queen  of  France,  portraits  of  the.  (See 
Penmylvania  Academy  of  Fine  Art9.) 
on  motion  of  Mr*  King,  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  was  directed  to  remove  the  por- 
traits of  the,  from  the  Senate  Chamber, 
to  one  of  the  committee  rooms 
L. 
Laoock,  Abner,  of  Pennsylvanis,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 

Lee,  Rev.  Jesse,  a  meisage  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  that  they  have  appointed 

the,  Chaplain 

Lee,  Thomas  Sim,  and  others,  Mr.  Hunter  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
a  bill  in  pursuance  of  the  prayer  of,  read   - 
read  second  time,  ordered  to  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
Leiby  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed under  the  42d  rule  for  conducting 
business  in  the  Senate   .... 
Library,  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  on  the 
Lloyd,  James,  a  letter  from,  resigning  his  seat  in 

the  Senate 

Loan,  a  bill  from  the  Houie  of  Representatives 
to  authorise  a,  read        .... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third 

time^  and  passed  as  amended 
Mr.  King  submitted  a  resolution  asking  in- 
formation as  to  the  terms  on  which  the 
former  loan  was  obtained        ... 
resolution  agreed  to   ..... 

a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  communicating  sundry  papers  from 
the  Treasury  Department  in  reply  to  the 
resolution      ......      75 

Lyon,  George,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read    -        -        -      70 

read  a  second  time 74 

referred  to  a  select  committee    -        -        -      81 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    -----      82 
M. 
Macaulay,  Daniel,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  pe- 
tition of 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Relations  with 

Foreign  Powers 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        .... 

read  a  second  time 

postponed  indefinitely        .... 
Mason,  Jeremiah,  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of 
New  Hampshire,  stating  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  Sute  had  elected,  a  Senator 
for  six  years  from  4th  March  hut,  read   - 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  - 
MassabhusettSy  Mr.  Gore  presented  the  remon- 
strance of  the  Legislature  of,  against  the 

war       -        -    ^ 

Mr.  Yamnm  presented  the  protest  of  the 
minority  of  the  same,  declaring  the  war 
to  be  just,  dice 37 


19 


82 


10 


72 


87 
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Message,  the  President's  annual       -        -        -      14 
five  hundred  copies  of  the  same  ordered  to 

be  printed 18 

to  the  Senate,  containing  nominations  for 

advice  and  consent         ....      88 
assigning  reasons  for  declining  to  confer 
with  their  committee      ....      96 

a  confidential 98 

Military  Establishment,  Mr.  Campbell  submitted 

a  resolution  that  so  much  of  the  Message 

as  refers  to  foreign  Powers  and  the,  be 

referred  to  a  select  committee         •        -      IS 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed         -      19 

Military  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  to  extend  the 

time  for  issuing  and  locating,  read  -      25 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  •  26 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 26 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -      27 
Militia,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the,  to  executo  the  laws,  dec, 
and  to  repeal  the  acts  now  in  force,  ^cc, 
read,  and  referred  -        -        .        -      20 

reported  with  amendments         -        -        -      21 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  as  amended  -        -      21 
recommitted      ------      24 

reported  with  amendments         ...      29 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .      ao 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -      81 

(See  Widow  and  Orphans  of.) 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreoentativea 
supplementary  to  the  act  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the,  dtc.,  and  to  increase  the 
pay  of  volunteers  and  militia  corps,  ret^     66 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -      70 
reported  without  amendment,  and  indefi- 
nitely postponed    -        -        -        -        -      ^ 

Minifie,  Charles,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  allowance  or  interest, 
referred  to  a  select  committee         -        -      20 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       ....      26 

read  a  second  time 27 

the  third  reading  negatived        -        -        -      80 
Mississippi  Territory,  a  bill  to  establish  a  dis- 
trict court  ii^  read  twice         ...      45 
referred  to  a  select  committee     -        -        -      56 
reported  with  amendments         ...      60 
Ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -      80 
read  a  third  time,  and  indefinitely  postponed      81 
Mobile,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatttes 
to  establish  the  town  of,  a  port  of  entry, 

read 42 

read  a  second  time 4S 

referred  to  a  select  committee  -  -  -  45 
reported  with  amendments  -  -  -  46 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -      48 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •      58 
Morrow,  Jeremiah,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio  for  six  years  fit>m  the 
4th  of  March  last,  produced  hb  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  &c.  -        -        -        9 

N. 


Naturalisation,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  acts 
heretofore  passed  on  the  subject  of  an 
uniform  rule  of,  read  twice,  dtc.      -        -      21 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...      26 
returned  from  the  House  of  Repreeentatives 
with  amendments  -        -       •        -      81 
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Katoraliation— contiDiied.  Ptge 

mmendmenta  referred         .        .        ^        .      M 
conoarreaoe  reported         ....      66 

reeommitted 68 

reported  with  Amendment,  in  which  (he 

Senate  concur 70 

the  HoneiB  of  Repreeentetivee  disagree^  end 

the  Senate  recede  ....      73 

a  bill  concerning  evidence  in  caies  of,  read       59 
read  a  aeoond  time    -        ....      61 
indefinitely  poetponed        ....      79 
NaTal  Bitabliahment,  Mr.  Campbell  submitted  a 
reaolntion  that  ao  anioh  of  the  Meaeaf  e  as 
related  to  the,  be  referred  to  a  select  com* 

miHee -16 

agreed  to,  and  a  oommitlee  appointed         -      19 
Newspapers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  the 
nsnal  order  was  passed  for  the  supply  of, 

to  the  members 13 

Kew  York,  Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of 

the  Common  Conncil  of  the  City  of,  pray- 

ing  Congress  to  adopt  measures  for  their 

gieater  security,  dec,  referred  -        -      37 

reported,  and  referred  to  Secretary  of  War      40 

Jiicholas,  J.  B.    (See  Fire  L%suranee  Company 

of  AUxandria.) 
Kominations  to  the  Senate,  (in  Executive  ses- 
sion,) Mr.  King  snbmitted  sundry  resolo^ 
tions  requesting  information  of  the  Presi- 
dent 6f  the  United  States  relating  to        -      84 
first  and  second  disagreed  to,  and  the  third 
agreed  to        .-.'-.-      86 
Notes,  bank,  and  other,  dtc.,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  I^presentatives  laying  duties  on, 
#read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referrad      60 
reported  with  amendments         -        •        •      6|3 
ordered  te  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .      69 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -      71 
the  House^  Representatives  agreed  to  one 

amendmlnt,  and  disagreed  to  the  others  -      73 
the  Senate  innMt,  and  ask  a  conference       -      74 
the  managers  report  modifications,  some  of 
which  the  Senate  agreed  to,  but  innsted 
on  one  of  their  amendments   ...      79 
Notting^m  Warp  Loom.   (See  Ward^  Richard,) 

O. 
Okott,  Samuel,  Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  peti< 

tion  of 30 

Oidnance,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreeeotft- 

tiies  for  the  better  regulation  of  the,  read      66 

read  a'seoond  time 70 

reported  with  amendments         ...      78 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -      81 

P. 

Pensions  to  persons  on  board  private  armed  ves- 
sels, a  bill  concerning,  read    •        -        -      61 

read  a  second  time 65 

read  a  third  time,  and  passod      -        -        -      82 
Pennsylvania,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
communicated  copies  of  certain  acts  of  the 

Legislature  of 23 

referred  to  a  select  committee    -        -        -      26 
(See  Chesi^eake  and  Delaware  Canal  Cook' 


pony.) 
lylvi 


Pennsylvania  Academy  of  Fine  ArU,  Mr.  Lacock 
presented  the  petition  of,  praying  remis- 
sion of  duties,  dLc,  referred  to  a  s^l^t 
committee 41 


Pennsylvania  Academy — eontinned. 

a  biU  in  pursuance  of  the  prayer,  read        •  43 

read  a  second  time 44 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        •        •        -  54 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -  M 
Mr.  Bledsoe  submitted  a  resolotion  avlker- 
iaing  the,  to  receive  the  portraits  of  the 

late  King  and  Queen  of  France       -        -  59 

.  referred  to  a  select  committee     -        -        •  61 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  '  70 

negatived  on  the  third  reading   -        -        -  82 
Phcenix,  Al«xandeiv  Mr.  Clerman  presented  the 

petition  ot,  referred         -        -        -        -  19 

a  bill  for  the  reUef  of,  read  -        -        -  90 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading M 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -  tS 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

amended,  and  concurred  in    -        -        -  SO 
Pittsburg,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives authorizing  the  sale  of  sundiy  IoIb^ 
the  property  of  the  United  Sutes,  in  the 

borough  of,  read  .        .        .        .  7|> 

read  a  second  time    .....  74 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -  8S 

Pontingon,  J.  A.  P.,  the  petition  oi,  read  •       -  49  - 
Ports  and  Ha^rs  of  the  United  States,  a  hill  pte- 

viding  for  the  further  defence  of  the,  read  40 

read  a  aecond  time    -        -        -        -        -  41 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed     -        -        -  4f 
President  of  the  United  States,  a  joint  oommitlee 

appointed  to  inform  the,  of  a  ^nortim      -  IZ 
Mr.   Anderson,  from  said  committee,  re- 
ported     14 

annual  Message  of  the        ....  14 
Mr.  Brent  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  provide  for 

the  accommodatien  of  the        -        -        -  90 

a  bill  in  pursuance  of  notice*  read      -        -  SS 

read  a  second  time,  and  refinrred         -        -  83 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  94 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •      ,  -        -  95 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -     '  -        -  85 
Prize  Goods,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repnsenl- 

atives  reducing  the  duties  on,  read  -        -  70 

read  a  second  time    .....  74 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        ...  80 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  61 

Q. 
Quarenburg,  John  W.,  Mr.  Daggett  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        ...       55 
Quorum,  interchange  of  messages  on  the  subject 

ofa It 

R. 
Rangers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  continue  in  force  certain  acts  author- 
izing a  corps  of,  dec,  read       ...       49 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •       51 
reported  without  amendment,  and  oiderad  to 

a  third  reading 50 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -       61 
Registered  Seamen,  a  rf^rt  from  the  Secretaiy 
of  State,  giving  information  of  those  col- 
lectors of  the  customs  who  have  not  made 
regular  returns  of  -       -       -       -       -10 

Retailers  of  Wines,  d&c.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  laying  duties  on  liotnsea 
to,  read  ......       57 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        -       60 
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reported  with  amendments  -  -  -  63 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended  -  66 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed  -  68 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  some, 

and  disagree  to  other  amendments  -  -  70 
the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference  -  72 
the  managers  report  modifications,  to  which 

the  Senate  agree 74 

Rights  of  Citzenship,  Mr.  I#acock  presented  the 
memorial  of  sundry  natives  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  Ireland,  praying  to  be  admitted  to 

the,  referred 19 

Robinson,  Mr.,  on  motion  o^  Wm.  Gamble  had 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petition  presented 
at  the  last  session  ....      29 

Roster,  the  committee  on  the  petition  of  Captains 
Crane  and  Jones,  reported  a  resolution 
directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  lay  be-. 

fore  the  Senate  a,  dec 80 

resolution  agreed  to  -        -        -        •      82 

Rales  and  Regulations,  a  code  of,  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Army,  reported  by  the 
Seoretaxy  of  War  ....      23 

Soles  for  conducting  business  in  the  Senate^  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  revise  the      -        -        -        -62 
Russell,  Jonathan,  nomination  of,  as  Minister 

Plenipotentiary  to  Sweden     -        -        -      91 
referred  to  a  select  committee    -        -        -^92 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Wells  a  committee  was' 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  President  of 
the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  his 

nomination 95 

a  Message  from  the  President  declining  to 

confer  with  the  committee      -        -        -       96 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  President         ....      96 

S. 

Sales  at  Auction,  ^c,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  laying  duties  on,   read 

twice,  and  referred         ....  46 

reported  with  amendments         -        -        -  48 

ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended      -  65 

'  recommitted 67 

reported  with  further  amendments,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading          -        -        -  67 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  69 
Salt,  imported,  a  bUl  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives laying  a  duty  on,  read  twice, 
and  referred           .....  60 
reported  with  amendments         ...  63 
oidered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended       -  67 
read  a  third  time,  and  piuwed  as  amended  68 
Satterwhite,  Edwin  T.,  a  bill  fVom  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of,  read    -        -  48 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  62 

r^orted  without  amendment     -        -        •  57 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    .        .        -  60 

Scott,  Alexander,  Mr.  Giles  presented  Ihepetitieii 

of,  referred 32 

a  biU  for  relief  of,  read  twice      -        -        •  33 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          -        -        -  35 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  36 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  Ml  amendment        ....  48 

concurred  in      ------  61 

Sea  Fendbles,  a  bill  to  anthoriie  the  ratsing  a 

corps  of,  read 33 


Sea  Fencibles— continued.  Page^ 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 96 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -      36 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments  ....      66 

and  concurred  in       -----      67 
Senate,  members  present  at  the  meeting  of  the        9 
usual  resolutions  preparatory  toadjoummeoi 

of  the 83 

adjournment  of  the,  to  the  first  Monday  of 
December  next      .....      8S 

Shelly,  Thomas,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred  to  State  Department     -        -      70 

Simpson,  Tobias,  extra  compensation  allowed  to      79 

Sixth  Circuit  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Tait  gave 

notice  of  a  bill  to  alter  the  tune  for  holding 

the  circuit  courts  in  the  ...      21 

a  bill  in  pursuance  of  notice,  read      -        -       22 

read  a  second  time    -        -        ...      98 

referred  to  a  select  committee-    -        -        -      24 

reported  without  amendment,  and  indefi- 
nitely postponed    •        -    .     •        -        -      3l 
Sloo,  Thomas,  Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    ------      21 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       -        -        -        -      28 

read  second  time,  ordered  to  third  reading    24 
re^  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -      25 
Smith,  Samuel,  of  Marj^land,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat  ......      18 

Society  of  Friends,  in  New  England,  Mr.  Gore 

presented  the  memorial  of  the,  read        •      89 
Stone,  David,  appointed  a  Senator  bj  the  Lagia- 
lature  of  North  Carolina  for  six  yeaes  fimn 
the  4th  March  last,  appeared  «nd  was 
qualified        ......        9 

Storm,  Thomas  Hall,  Mr.  King  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment     81 

report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  read         -      38 
.  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       -        -        -        -      42 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         «        •      45 
postponed  indefinitely       -        -        -        -       67 
Sugar,  refined  within  the  United  States,  a  bill 
firora  the  House  of  Representatives  lay- 
ing duties  on,  read  twice,  and  referred  46 
reported  with  amendments         ...      52 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...       57 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments ---...-68 
Superintendent  General  of  Mililaiy  Suf^liee,  a 
bill  from  the  Ho«se  of  Representatives 
freeing  from  postage  all  letters  and  pa^- 
ets  to  and  from  the,  read        ...      37 
read  a  second  time    .....      43 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          .        .        -      44 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        -      46 
Sweden,  Mr.  Anderson  submitted  a  resolution 
asking  for  the  correq[>ondence  with  the 
King  of,  in  relation  to  an  interchange  of 

Ministers 92 

the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  message 

transmitting  the  papers  asked  for  •      92 

Mr.  Goldsborough  submitted  a  resolution 
that  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  send 
a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  .        .      94 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Wells  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  confer  with  tlie  President  of 
the  United  States  on  tiie  sntject  of  a 
Minister  to    -        -        -        -        •        -      95 
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T- 
Tait,  Charles,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
g^lature  of  Georgia  for  six  years  from  the 
4th  of  March  last,  produced  his  creden- 
tials and  was  qualified  ...         9 
Tatham,  William,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  petition  of           -   .     -        -       52 
report  and  petition  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee   ft5 

Taylor,  Mr.,  presented  the  petition  of  Daniel 

McCauhiy 26 

Tims,  Charles,  extra  compensation  granted  to   -      79 
Trade  or  traffic,  a  bill  to  prohibit  all,  with  any 
of  the  dominions  or  dependencies  of  Great 

Britain,  read 36 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 38 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...      39 
Treasuiy,  a  report  from  the  acting  Secretary  of 

the,  in  obedience  to  law  -        -        -      21 

Ttunpike  Boad,  in  the  county  of  Alexandria, 
District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany for  making  a,  read  ...      26 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      37 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        -      41 
ordered  to  a  third  reading           ...      42 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -      43 
Tweedy,  Robert,  extra  compensation  allowed  to      79 

U. 
iJlmer,  George,  Mr.  Gore  presented  the  memorial 
of,  refened  to  the  Committee  on  Military 

A£&ir8 30 

reported,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

State 39 

V. 
Vacancies,  Mr.  Gore  submitted  sundry  resolu- 
ttons  respecting  the  President's  power  to 
fill  certain,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate   •  90 
Yaraum,  Mr.,  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas 

Denny 34 

Vermont,  notice  of  a  bill  to  alter  the  time  and 
place  of  holding  the  United  States'  courts 

in 32 

a  bill  pursuant  to  notice,  read  a  first  and 

second  time 33 

Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  address  of 

the,  on  taking  the  Chair  of  the  Senate    -      10 
Vixen,  Brig,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  officers  and 

cxew  of  the  United  States  -  -  -  66 
read  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  66 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  71 
reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 79 

read  a  third  time  and  passed      -        -        -      82 

Volunteer  and   Militia  Corps,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  supplementary 

to  the  act  to  provide  for  calling  forth  the 

militia,  and  to  increase  the  pay  of  the, 

read      -- 66 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         .        .      70 
reported  without  amendment,  and  indefi- 
nitely postponed 80 

W. 
Wagons  and  Teams,  a  bill  authorising  payment 
for,  lost  or  destroyed  by  thfi  enemy  at  De- 
troit, read      41' 


Wagons  and  Teams— conttnned.                        Figte. 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred          -        -43 
reported  without  amendment      -        -        -  44 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        -         -  48 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -         -  53 
Ward,  Richard,  Mr.  German  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  -        -        -        -        -         -  89 

referred  10  a  select  committee    -        -         •  40 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read       -        -         -  45 
indefinitely  postponed        ...         -  38 
Wame,  Willett,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of    -        -        -         -  69 

read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading  -         -  71 

read  a  second  time    -        -        .        -         -  74 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -        -        -        -  81 

taken  up,  read  a  third  time  and  passed        -  83 
Wells,  William  H.,  the  credentials  of,  as  a  Sen- 
ator appointed  by  the  Legfislature  of  Dela- 
-    ware  in  place  of  James  A.  Bayard,  re- 
signed, were  communicated  and  read       -  22 
appeared  and  was  qualified        -        -         -  25 
Widows  and  Orphans  of  Militia,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  provide  for 
the,  slain  or  disabled  in  service,  read        -  48 
read  a  second  time  and  referred '        •        -  61 
reported  with  amendments         .        .        .  f^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  79 
Winter,  Elisha  J.,  Mr.  German  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred  to  a  select  committee  39 

a  bill  for  relief,  read "42 

read  a  second  time     -        ....  44 

ordered  to  a  third  reading           ...  54 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  57 
returned  from  the  House  of  ReprcsentatiTea 

with  amendments           ....  95 

concurred  in -•? 

had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers        -         -  72 

Y. 
Yeas  and  Nays,  on  agreeing  to  the  report  on  the 

petition  of  Joshua  Barney  and  others      -       9& 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  relinquish 
the  claims  of  the  United  States  to  goods, 
dtc.,  captured  by  private  armed  vesseb    «       40 

on  postponing  the  same     ....       40 

on  recommitting  the  bill  for  relief  of  the 
owners  of  the  ships  Good  Friends,  Ama- 
zon, dec         .....         -      45 

on  reooinmitting  the  House  bill  for  aeseas 
ment  and  collection  of  direct  tax  dec       -      47 

on  the  final  passage  of  t^e  same         -        -      47 
on  amending  the  bill  concerning  British  licen- 
ses         -         -52 

on  amending  the  bill  laying  duties  on  distil- 
lers of  spirituous  liquors  -        -         -       53 

on  recommitting  the  bill  concerning  Britiah 
licenses  ----..-55 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same         -        *       55 

on  amending  the  bill  laying  doUes  on  car* 
riages -56 

en  recommitting  the  same  -        -        -       58 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same-        -         -       58 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  dutiea 
on  distillers  dec.     ....        -       58 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  duties 
on  sugars  refined  .....        58 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  duties 
on  sales  at  auction  -        -        -        -       59 

on  amending  the  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a  di- 
rect tax 61, 63 
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T0M  and  Nays — continued.  Page, 
on  reoommitling  the  same  «  -  -  65 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  -  65 
on  amending  the  bill  concerning  retailers  Sec.  66 
on  amending  the  bill  taxing  notes  dec.  67,  68 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  tax  retail- 
ers        *        - 68 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  tax  salt 

imported  --.---  68 
on  postponing  the  bill  taxing  notes,  &c.  71,  74 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  -  74 
on  amending  the  bill  to  reduce  the  duties  on 

prixe  goods  •-....  80 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  -  -  80 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  -  81 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  allowing  a 
bounty  to  owners,  dec,  of  private  armed 
vessels  -  -  -  -  '  -  -  -82 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  regulating 

pensions  to  persons  on  board  said  vessels      82 
on  agreeing  to  Mr.  King's  resolution,  con- 
cerning certain  nominations  -        -        •      84 
on  referring  the  nomination  of  Albert  Gal- 
latin to  a  select  committee      -        -        -       86 
on  the  resolution  declaring  incompatible  the 
duties  of  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
of  Envoy  Extraordinary         -        -        -      86 
on  the  motion  to  communicate  the  above  to 

the  President  of  the  United  States        -      87 
on  Mr.  Dana's  motion  to  furnish  members 
with  an  extract  from  the  Executive  record 
in  relation  to  the  nomination  of  Jonathan 

Russell 91 

on  Mr.  Goldsborough's  resolution  that  it  is 
inexpedient  at  this  time  to  send  a  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  to  Sweden        -    .    -      98 
on  amending  the  confidential  embargo  bill 

from  the  House  of  Bepresentatives  -  99,  100 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same        -        -     100 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

PimtT  SB88IOX   or   THE   THIBTKINTH  COlTOBlSS. 

Accounts,  appointment  of  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee of    108 

Additional  Military  Porce,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  amend  the  act  in  addition  to  the 
act  to  raise  an,  read  twice,  and  referred  •    328 
reported  without  amendment,  and  commit- 
ted          332 

discussed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole        -    385 
reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading 386 

Adjournment,  the  usual  resolutions  preparatory 

to  the 497 

Aliens,  Mr.  Fisk  presented  the  memorial  of  sun- 
dry, referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations 391 

Alston,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  ad- 
nut  stenographers  -        -        -        -        -     133 
remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  remon- 
strance  344 

Amelia  Island  vessels.  (See  Good  Friends, 
Amazon,  dec) 

Appointment  of  Officers,  a  bill  authorizing  the, 
during  the  recess,  read  three  times,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed     -        -    486 


Page. 

Arkansas,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hempstead,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
further  time  to  the  purchasers  of  lands  in 
the  district  of  -  -  •  -  -  153 
a  bill  allowing  further  time  for  registering 
claims  to  land  in  the  late  district  of,  read 

twice -        -     396 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    463 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    470 
returned   from   the    Senate    with    amend- 
ments, and  concurred  in        -        -        -    489 
Arras,   Mr.   Stuart  submitted  a   resolution    to 
distribute,  to  every  able-bodied  man  in  the 
District  of  Columbia      -        -        -        -    498 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs       499 

report  of  the  same  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 

on  the  table 499 

Army  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of 
War  reported  a  code  of  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  government  of  the,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  -  144 
Arts  and  Manufactures,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Kim,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
directed  to  report  the  progress  made  in 
preparing  a  digest  of  the,  of  the  United 

States 146 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert,  the  same  officer 
was  directed  to  have  printed  a  certain 
number  of  copies  of  the  digest  authorized 

to  be  made 413 

Assessors,  a  bill  for  the  appointment  and  com- 
pensation of,  dec,  read  twice  ...    472 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        -     476 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in 488 

B. 
Bank  and  other  Notes,  dtc,  a  bill  laying  duties 

on,  read  twice 441 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ....  448 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  446 
read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table -        -    456 

amended,  and  again  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing       -        -        465 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  469 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenU,  478 
agreed  to  in  part,  and  disagreed  to  in  part  -  482 
the  Senate  insisted,  and  asked  a  conference  484 
the  House  also  insist,  and  agree  to  the  con- 
ference   -    484 

Bank  of  Washington,  a  bill  to  increase  the  capi- 
tal stock  of  the,  read  twice,  dec      -        -     144 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

Ue  on  the  table 145 

Barbarick,  Theophilus,  Mr.  Miller  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        >•        -        -    311 
the  committee  discharged  .        .        -        -    382 
Barges,  a  biV  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the 
building  of,  for  defence  of  ports  and  har- 
bors, read  twice,  and  committed      -        -    982 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    -----    884 
Bassett,  Burwell,  Mr.  Eppes  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  complaining  of  the  undue  election 
of  Thomas  M.  Bayly,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections        -        -        -        -    HI 
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-  131 

-  479 
486 


349 
131 


144 


348 

-    436 


Bavwellp  BaMett—- continoed. 

repon  of  said  commiUee  read    -        .        - 
the  report  recommitted      .... 
•gain  reported,  postponed  to  next  ses&ion 
Baylie%  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetts 
remonstrance         •        -        -        -        - 
Bayly,  Thomas  M.,  report  on  the  contested  elec- 
tion of  f       • 

(See  Bassett,  Burwell,  above.) 
Be%ll,  Rezin,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 

seat       -        -        

Benson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetts 
remonstrance         ..... 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations      .... 

Bibb,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  reso- 
lution   -        -        -        -        -        -        -     162 

on  the  resolution  to  distribute  arms,  &c.,    -     163 
notice  by,  that  he  should  call  up  the  revenue 

bills  to-morrow 302 

remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  remon- 
strance   

'     on  the  resolution  concerning  the  Northern 

army 

on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 

Relations 

Bigelow,  Mr.y  remarks  of,  on  the  reference  of  a 

petition 

on  the  Massachusetts  remonstrance    •     645,  349 
Blydenburg,  Benjamin  B.,  Mr.  Benson  present^ 
ed  the  petition  of,  contesting  the  election 
of  Cbenezcr  Sage,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Elections        -        - 
postponed  to  the  next  session     .        .        - 
Bond,  Shadrack,  delegate  from  Illinois,  was  qual- 
ified and  took  his  seat    .... 
Bounty  to  Privateers.  (See  Private  armedveascU,) 
Bowers,  John  M.,  of  New  Yori^,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat    .        .        .        .        - 
on  motion  of  Mr,  Flsk,  the  Committee  of 
Elections  were  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther Isaac  Williams  was  entitled  to  the 

seat  claimed  by 

report,  postponed  to  next  session 
Boyd,  William,  of  New  York,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat - 

Bradley,  Mr.,  speech  of,  introducing  a  resolution 
to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  failures  of 
our  Northern  armies  -  -  -  413, 420 
Brigham,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetts 
remonstrance  ..... 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a  di- 
rect tax 

British  Barbarities,  Mr.  Macon,  made  a  report  on 
the  subject  of         -        -    .    - 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  five  thousand 
copies  of  said  report  were  ordered  to  be 

printed 

British  Licenses,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  pro- 
hibit the  use  of,  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 

of  the  Whole 

without  amendment 

Biirch»  Benjamin,  appointment  of,  as  Assistant 

Doorkeeper    ----.- 

Burwell,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  naturalization 

bUl 147,  164 

on  the  report  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions    437 
Butler,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolu- 
tions      303 


348 
430 
437 
184 


396 
434 

143 


301 


312 
384 

107 


348 


406 
489 


492 
446 

483 

484 


107 


C. 

Calhoun,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  the  resolutioB  io  ad- 
mit Geo.  Richards  as  a  stenographer     121,  I3S 
on  the  resolution  to  distribute  arms    -         -     163 
on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions      -        -       69,  176 
speech  of,  on  the  same    ^  -        -        -         -     17* 

expresses  his  desire  to  stop  the  discosaicn  oa 
the  same        .....         .     902 

remarks  of,  on  the  Maasacbusetts  romoo- 
stranco  -        -    ^    -        -        -        -         -     347 

on  his  report  on  the  Webster  resolutions  446, 438 
Capitol,  a  bill  to  improve  the  grounds  around  the, 

read  twice,  &c.      .....     317 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  repair  the  north 

wing  of  the -    400 

twice  read,  and  committed         ...     413 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    .....     473 

Captures  by  private  armed  vessels,  a  bill  ^m 
the  Senate  to  relinquish  the  claims  of  the 
United  States  to  certain  goods  introJoeed 
by,  read  twice        .....     433 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     434 
Carriages  for  conveyance  of  persons,  a  bill  laying^ 

duties  on,  read  twice      ....     432 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     439 

read  a  third  time,  and  parsed     ...     431 
returned  from  the  Senate  wit&  amendmoita     456 
concurred  in      -        -        -        -        -        -     463 

Chaplains,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for 

tho  appointment  of  two  ...     iQ7 

concurred  in      -        -        -        -        -         -     168 

Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal,  on  motiom  of 
Mr.  IngersoU,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  siibaciib- 
ifog  to  the  stock  of  the.    ...         -     166 

I  Cheves,  Langdon,  of  South  Caroline,  was  qual- 
ified, and  took  his  seat  -        -        -         -      111 

Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee  of     106 
Claxton,  Thomas,  appointment    of,  as  Door- 
keeper   107 

Clay,  Henry,  election  and  address  of,  as  Speaker     106 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  admit  Ueorge 
Richards  as  a  stenographer    -        -         -     119 
Clerk  of  the  House,  election  of  a       ...     107 
Clopton,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Mil  laying  du- 
ties on  carriages    .....     43S 
Commerce  and   Manufactures,  appointment  of 

the  standing  committee  on      -        -         -    IQiB 
Commissioner  of  Revenue,  a  bill  to  establish  tiie 

office  of,  read  twice  ....  399 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  431 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments    446 

concurred  in 464 

Conduct  of  the  War,  Mr.  Bradley  submitted  a 

resolution  to  inquire  into  the  ...     416 

laid  on  the  table 4S1 

Congress,  Mr.  Benson  submitted  a  resolution 

concerning  the  adjournment  of  -  •  386 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -  991 
Mr.  Grundy  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 

adjournment  of,  >on  29th  July,  twice  rea^  477 
subsequently  read  a  third  time,  and  agreed 

to 477 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment changing  the  day,  and  concurred  in     486 
Congressional  Reservation ,  Mr.  Humphreys  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  concerning  elaims  to 
land  within  the      -        -        -        -        -     318 
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Connectitfot, » letter  from  the  Goremor  with  « 
reieliition  of  the  Jjegielature  of,  not  rati- 
im%  the  proposed  amcnclmeiit  to  the 
UonstitQtion  reepecting  titles 

Constitation,  Mr.  J.  6.  Jackson  submitted  a  res- 
olution proposing  an  amendment  to  the 

Cooper  Thomas,  ofDelawaxe,  appeared  and  took 
his  scat  ...... 

Courts  of  Admiralty,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts, 
the  Naval  Committee  were  instnipted  to 
inquire  concerning  the  fees  charged  in  the 

Courts  Martial,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  counsel  to  persons  on  trial  be- 
fore        

Courts  of  the  United  Slates,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate concerning  suits  and  costs  in  the 
read  t^ice,  and  referred     .... 
reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third  time, 
and  paiised  as  amended  -        -        -        - 

Creighton,  William,  jr.,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat   .        -        -        -        . 

Cnlpeper,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    -        -        -        . 
^eech  of,  on  the  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a 
direct  tax       .-.--- 

D. 
Darby  Fishing  Company,  Mr.  Pitkin  presented 
the  petition  of  the,  referred     ... 
Denny,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re 
lief  of,  road  twice,  and  committed 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    -        -        .        .        - 
Desha,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Grosvenor's  mo- 
tion to  amend  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  re- 
specting the  spirit  and  means  of  the  en- 
emy in  conducting  the  war     ... 
Destruction  of  enemy's  armed  vessels  of  war,  a 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  encourage 
the,  read  twice,  and  committed 
Dewey,  Daniel,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 

Dillon,  John,  report  on  the  petition  of       -        - 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted         

Diplomatic  Expenses,  Mr.  Eppcs  submitted  sun- 
dry resolutions  respecting       ... 
which  were  amended  and  agreed  to    - 
Direct  Tax,  a  bill  for  assessing  and  levying  a    - 
amended  at  the  Clerk's  table,  and  discussed 
discussion  on  the  bill  continued  -    330,  871 

the  House  refused  to  concur  in  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  the  b'dl  was  again  committed   - 
reported  and  discussed       .... 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  report 

a  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time 

final  passage  of  the  same  .... 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

read,  and  referred  .        .        .        .        - 

agreement  to  some  and  disagreement  to  other 

amendments  reported     .... 

the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference 

the  managers  report  a  compromise,  which 

was  agreed  to 
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456 

469 

158 

111 

409 


134 
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478 
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108 
165 

166 

487 
'188 
312 
319 


381 


396 
399 
405 
412 

472 

478 
478 

486 


-    472 


-    446 


447 

^6 

488 

157 

470 
471 


Direct  Taxes  and  Intemal  Duties,  a  bill  for  the 

assessment  and  collection  of,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed    -        -        .        .        - 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in  with  an  amendment     -    442 
the  Senate  insisted  on  their  amendments    •    443 

the  House  reeeded 447 

Distribution  of  Arms,  Mr.  Pitkin  submitted  a    • 

resolution  respecting  the  '     •        -        •     159 
adopted,  and  a  committee  appointed  -        -    168 
report  of  said  committee  referred         -        -    400 
District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  for  the 108 

Dividing  Creek,  Virginia,  Mr.  -Hungerford,  pre- 
sented a  petition,  praying  that  a  new  col- 
lection district  and  port  of  entry  may  be 
established  at,  referred  - 
Documents,  an  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the 
transportation  of  certain,  free  of  postage, 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  of  similar  tenor, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  ..... 

Dorsey,  John,  a  favorable  report  on  the  petition 

of 

a  bill  for  relief  of,   read  three  times  and 

passed  -        - 

Dufour,  J.  J.,  and  his  associates,  a  bill  for  relief 
of,  read  twice,  and  committed 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        - 
Dunn,  Thomas,  appointoient  of,  as  Sergeant-at- 

Arms 107 

Duvall,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  lay  and  col- 
lect a  direct  Ux      372 

E. 
Elections,  appointment  oi  the  standing  Commit- 
tee of    108 

Mr.  King,  of  Ma^achusetts,  submitted  three 
resolutions  ooncerning  the  Committee  of 
the  first  resolution  concurred  in  - 
the  second  resolution  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table 

the  third  resolution  postponed    ... 
a  report  from  the  Committee  of  - 
Embargo,  (secret  session,)  a  bill  laying  an,  twice 
read,  and  committed       .... 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    .        ^        .        *        * 
a  message  from  the  Senate  that  they  do  not 
concur  in  the  said  bill    - 
Encouragement  to  Privateers,  Mr.  Nelson  sub- 
mitted two  resolutions  concerning  - 
both  agreed  to  -        - .      - 
Eppes,  Mr.,  remarks  o(  on  the  resolution  to  ad- 
mit George  Richards,  stenographer 
Extra  Compensation,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Findley, 
ordered  that,  be  paid  to  certain  persons 
employed  by  the  Doorkeeper  -« 

P. 
Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  an  adverse  report 
on  the  petition  oi  the,  concurred  in 
concurrence  reconsidered,  and  the  report  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    - 
Fj^rrow,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to 
admit  stenographers 


157 
157 

157 
158 


501 
503 


-    504 


456 
457 

122 


486 


152 
153 


-     184 
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Farrow,  Mr. — continued.  Page, 

on  Mr.  Webster's  iMolatioos  -  •  •  185 
on  the  Massachusetts  remonstrance  -  -  347 
on  the  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  conduct 

of  the  war 420 

Finances,  a  bill  from  the  Treasury  Department, 

with  the  annual  report  of  the-        -        -     127 
Findley,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  subject  of  in- 
demnification for  property  lost  by  the  sur- 
render of  Detroit    -        -        -        -        -     147 
speech  of^  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 
conduct  of  the  war         -        -        .        -    417 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Alexandria,  a  bill 
to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted -        -  .     -        -        -     .  -        -     146 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -     153 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  purport, 

read  twice,  and  committed      ...    382 
reporte<f  without  amendment     ...    432 
Fisheries,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for 
the  government  of  persons  in   certain, 
read  twice,  and  referred  -        -        -     152 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed    -        -        -        •        -     1 65 
allowance  to  certain  vessels  employed  in  the    433 
Fisk,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  remarks  of,  on  the  dis- 
tribution of  arms 161 

on  his  resolutions  respecting  maritime  de- 
fence      166 

on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions  -  -  -  174 
on  the  petition  of  B.  F.  Pomeroy  -  183,  184 
on  referring  the  case  of  Mr.  Bowers  to  the 

Committee  of  Elections  -        -        -    313 

speech  of,  on  Massachusetts  remonstrance.    342 
Fisk,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  remarks  of  on  the  distri- 
bution of  arms       .....     162 
on  the  Massachusetts  remonstrance    -        -    347 
Forage,  a  bill  to  regulate  the  allowance  of,  to 

officers  of  the  Army,  read  twice     -        -    441 
raad  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    443 
Foreign  Affiiirs,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Grundy,  so 
much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to,  w>8 
referred  to  a  select  committee         -        -     109 
appointment  of  a  committee  on  -        -        -     110 
report  on  the  state  of         ....    435 
Franklin,  Meshack,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat  .....     107 
Frendi  Decrees,  Mr.  Webster  Submitted  sundry 
resolutions  calling  for  information  con- 
cerning certain 150 

~  the  resolutions  were  ordered  to  Ho  on  table  152 
the  first  resolution  agreed  to  -  -  -  302 
the  second  resolution  agreed  to  -        -    308 

the  third  and  fourth  resolations  agreed  to  -    309 
and  the  fifth  resolution  agreed  to       -        -    310 
a  Message  from  the  President  transmitting 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
reply  to  the  foregoing  resolutions   -        •    433 
the   Committee  of  Foreign   Relations  re- 
ported a  resolution  that  the  conduct  of 
the  Executive  in  relation  to  the,  meets 
with  the  approbation  of  the  House         -    435 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  five  thousand   copies  ordered  to  be 

printed  - 429 

Mr.  Goldsborough  moved  for  printing  the 
same  number  of  copies  of  the  resolution 
asking  for  information  concerning  the  re- 
peal of  the,  which  was  not  cpnsidered    -    442 


French  Decrees — continued.  Page. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  for  the  consideration  of 

the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 

Relations  on  the  reply  to  Mr.  Webster's 

resolutions,  which  motion  was  lost  -    470 

G. 

Gaston,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  ad-' 

mit  George  Richards,  stenographer      119, 123 

remarks  of,  on  the  naturalization  bill  -        -    154 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions      -    239 

remarks  of,-  on  the  rejK)rt  of  the  Cbmmit- 
tee  of  Foreign  Relations        -        -        .    438 
General  Land  Office,  a  report  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the         -        -        -        -     112, 127 

Georgetown,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  concerning 
certain  streets  in,  read  three  times,  and 
passed  -        ......    145 

Gholson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  on  the  petition  of  the  Far- 
mers' Bank  of  Alexandria      ...     153 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 
conduct  of  the  war         ....    419 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Foreign  Relations  on   Mr.  Web- 
ster's resolutions    -        -        -        -        -    438 
Glasgow,  Hugh,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat   .....    144 
Glebe,  in  Alexandna  county,  D.  C,  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  sale  of  the,  read  twice,  and 
committed     -.-..-     152 
Goldsborough,  Charles,  of  Maryland,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  his  seat     -        -        -        -     111 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  compen- 
sating the  mounted  riflemen  -        -     135, 136 

on  the  petition  of  B.  F.  Pomeroy       -        -     183 
Good  Friends,  Amazon,  and  United  States,  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  own- 
ers of  the  ships,  and  their  cargoes  -        -    400 

twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means       ....    418 

reported  without  amendment,  and  commit- 
ted         469 

the  committee  rose,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again 471 

amended  by  adding  thereto  the  Femandina, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        -     476 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    478 
Government,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for 

support  of,  read  twice,  and  committed    -     478 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....     48S 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     483 
Grosvenor,  Mr.,  remarks  o(,  on  proposing   to 
amend  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  respecting 
the  spirit  and  manner  of  the  War  waged 
by  the  enemy         ....      109,  1 10 

on  the  petition  of  George  Richards,  to  be 

admitted  as  a  reporter    •        -        -        -     1 12 
'  speech  of,  in  favor  of  granting  the  privilege 

prayed  for 116,  125 

remarks  of,  on  the  resoltition  to  indemnify 
for  property  lost  at  Detroit      -        -     146,  168 

on  the  naturalization  bill   ....     155 

on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions     -        •        -     170 

on  the  reference  of  a  petition     -        •;        -      184 

speech  of,  on  the  French  decrees        -        -     900 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Fisk's  motion  to  refer 
the  election  of  Mr.  Bowers  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections         -        -        -     313,  314 
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Grocrenor,  Mr.^-oontinaecl.  Page. 

OB  tho  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations  on  Mr.  Webater*8  reaolutionB  -    437, 

488 
Gnindy,  Mr.,  remorki  of,  on  the  petition  of 

George  Richards 113 

on  compensation  to  the  Kentucky  mounted 

riflemen         ..--.-     136 
speech  of,  on  Mr.. Webster^s  resolutions     -    219 


Hall,  Boiling,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified,  and  took 

bis  seat Ill 

Hanson,  A.  C,  of  Maryland,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat 108 

speech  of,  on  the  petition  of  George  Richards  113 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Wright  -  -  -  -  118 
on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions  ...  178 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Grundy  .  >  261 
on  the  bill  laying  a  duty  on  imported  salt  >  468 
Hairis,  Thomas  H.,  Uie  seat  of  contested  by  Mr. 

Kelly Ill 

report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  in  the 

case  of 137 

speech  of,  on  the  said  report      -        -        -     188 
the  House  concur  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee atlowing  time  to^  for  procuring  tes- 
timony ......     145 

Hasbrouck,  Abraham,  of  New  York,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    ....    328 

Hempstead,  Mr.,  delegate  from  Missouri  Terri- 
tory, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat       -     147 
Henley,  David,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed       .....     143 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 463 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    469 
Hopkins,  Samuel,  of  New  York,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat  .....     134 
remarks  of,  on  the  reference  of  a  petition 

presented  by  him 183 

Hopkins,  Samuel,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified  and 

took  his  seat 317 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  censuring  the 
conduct  of  the  war        ....    415 
Hornet,  a  bill  to  reward  the  officers  and  crew  of 

the  sloop-of-war,  read  twice,  dec    -        -     166 
reported,  blanks  filled,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 302 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    •        -        -    31 1 
retamed  from  the  Senate  with  amendments    388 

concurred  in 413 

House  of  Representatives,  members  present  at 

the  meeting  of  the         ....     106 
secret  session  of  the  ....    499 

adjournment  of  the,  to  the  first  Monday  in 
I)eceraber  next      .....    493 
Howell,  Nathaniel,  of  New  York,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 108 

Humiliation,  fasting,  d^ ;  a  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  appointing  a  day  of,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  House      ....     146 
a  resolution  from  the  Senate,  requesting  the 

President  to  recommend,  dec.         .        -    446 

read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    466 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    463 

a  joint  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the 

President  with  the  same         ...    469 


Page. 
Humphreys,  Mr.,  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing lands  within  the  Congressional  reser- 
vation in  the  State  of  Tennessee  -  -  318 
Hungerford,  John  P.,  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  with  a  resolution  that, 
is  not  entitled  to  his  seat,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -        -     148 

the  report  discussed 166 

resolution  rejected  and,  confirmed  in  his  seat     164 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  ef  Vermont,  the  vote 
was  reconsidered,  and  the  report  recom- 
mitted   166 

subjeot  postponed  to  the  next  session  -    488 

Hunter,  William,  speech  of  (secret  session)  on 
tho  proposition  to  take  possession  of  East 

Florida 606 

Hyneman,  John  M.,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  his  seat     -        -        -        -    110 
I. 
Indiana,  Mr.  Jennings  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of,  praying  further  time 
for  purchasers  of  public  lands  in,  to  com- 
plete their  payments      -        -        "       -111 
also  a  memorial  prayiug  Congress  to  confirm 
the  sale  of  certain  lands  for  the  benefit  of 
the  University  in  said  Territory,  both  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands     111 
Infirm,  disabled,  dec,  officers,  dec,  a  bill  from  the 

Senate  for  relief  of         -        -        •        -    817 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....    318 
reported  without  amendment,  and  committed    392 
Ingersoll,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to 
make  additional  accommodations  for  ste- 
nographers  ■         .....    it% 
on  the  MassachusetU  remonstrance    -        "    346 
speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  impose  a  duty 
on  distilled  spirits           ....    362 
Insurance  Company  in  Georgetown,'  a  bill  to  in- 
corporate an,  read  twice,  dec.          -        -     146 
reported  without  amendment     ...     163 
a  bill  respecting  an,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   332 

Internal  Duties     (See  Asse98or9,) 
Invalid  Pensions,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  the 
unfinished  bill  of  the  last  session  con- 
cerning, was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of 'Claims      -        -        -        -        -        -     166 

the  bill   reported  with   amendments,  and 

ordered  to  a  third  reading      ...    470 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -471 
returned  with  amendments,  and  concurred  in    488 
J. 
Jackson,  John  G.,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat 107 

remarks  oC,  on  his  resolution  to  add  to  the 
Standing  Comnittoee  one  on  the  Judi- 
ciary   ...        .        -        -        -        .     132 

remarks  o(  on  the  Masatohusetts  remon- 
strance ......    343 

speech  of,  on  tho  resolution  respecting  the 

failure  of  our  Northern  armies        -        -    416 
speech  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  to 
amend  the  Constitntion  ...    430 

Jay,  Peter  A.,  Mr.  Benson  presented  the  petition 
of,  complaining  of  the  undue  election  of 
John  Lefierts,  referred  to  the  Conunlttee 

of  Elections 396 

postponed  to  next  aeanon  ...    434 
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Page. 
JenninfTii,  J<mttthan,  a  delegate  from  Indiana 
Territory,  produced  his  credentials,  &c. 
Jones,  William,  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

annual  report  of,  on  the  finances    - 
Judiciary,  Mr.  Jackson  submitted  a  motion  for 
the  appointment  of  a  standing  committee 
on  the  -        -        -        - 
the  motion  agrised  to         .... 

K. 
Kaskaskia,  copy  of  a  report  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  district  of,  referred     - 
a  letter  fh>m  the  Register  of  the  Lind  OAce 

at,  referred  -  -  -  - 
ft  bill  to  authorize  the  laying  out  and  opening 
a  road  from  Shawneetown  to,  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
KeHy,  William,  Mr.  Grrundy  presented  the  pet! 
tion  of,  contesting  the  election  of  Thomas 
K.  Hairisy  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

ElecUoos 

report  of  said  comrailtce    -        - 
the  report  adopted     -        -        -        -        -     145 
statement  made  by  (note)  -        -        •     138 

Kennedy,  Mr^  speech  of,  on  the  naturalisation 

hiU 

Kentucky,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mi^ee,  amended 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Goldsborongh,  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
refunding  to  the  State  of,  and  other  States, 
the  sums  expended  in  defence  of  their 
respective  frontiers  -  - 
Xflboum,  Mr.,  a  resolution  was  submitted  hy, 
respecting  the  Northwest  Territory 

L. 

Lawrence,  Captain  James,  Mr.  Nelson  submitted 
a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
conferring  public  honors  on  the  mem- 
ory of  - 

Lee,  Beverend  Jesse,  appointment  of,  as  Chap- 


111 
137 


465 


472 
311 


481 


lain 


108 


Lefibrts,  John,  a  petition  complaining  of  the  un- 
due election  of,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections 
the  consideration  of  the  subject  postponed 
to  next  session       ..... 
Library,  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  on  the 
Licenses  to  Distillers,  a  bin  laying  duties  on, 

read ^        . 

recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  ihe  Whole 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
read  a  second  time  as  amended 
ordered  to  lie  oo  the  table  .... 
taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        • 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments 
and  concurred  in       -        ...        .    464 
Loan,  a  bill  authorising  a,  read  twice,  and  com* 
mitted  .        .        .        .        i. 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed  .  -  . 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, which  was  agreed  to  -  -  - 
Lloyd,  James,  Mr.  Crawford  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  respecting  a  combustible  Hquid, 
dbc,  read       ......    328 
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111 

371 
381 
888 
387 
390 
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486 


Lloyd,  James — continued.  Fiffe. 

refferred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with 
instruetione  to  order  experiments    -        -    38S 
Lowndes,  William,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    -        -        -        -     Itl 
Lyon,  George,  a  bill  for  relief  Cft,  read  twice,  and 

committed     ---...    476 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    -        -        .        .        .    478 

M. 

Macon,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  naturalization  bill     IM 
on  the  Massachusetts  remonstrance    -     345,  940 
Magruder,  Patrick,  election  of,  as  Clerk  of  the 

House •     197 

Marine  and^-^ire  insurance  Company  in  Alex- 
andria, a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read 

twice,  dec. -     145 

reported  without  amendment      ...     153 
Maritime  Frontier,  Mr.  Fisk  of  New  York  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  the      166 
resolution  adopted     -        -        -        -        -     16|7 

Mason's  Causeway,  a  bill  supplemental^  to  the 
act  to  authorize  a  turnpike  from,  to  A/ex- 
andriis  read  twiice,  &c.  -        -       -        -     184 

Massachusetts,  Mr.  Pickering  presented  the  re- 
monstrance of  the  majority  of  the  Legis- 
lature of,  against  the  war,  dec        -        -     3SI 
Mr.  Richardson  presented  a  protest  of  the 
minority  of  the  same      ....     350 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  the  remonatranoe  ot, 
was  considered       .....     404 

and  postponed  to  December  next        -        -    406 
Message,  the  Prodident's  annual,  (see  Senate 
proceedings  p*  14,) 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  referred  to 
various  committees         ....     X08 

a  confidential,  recommending  a  prohibitum 
of  exports,  referred         ....     500 

the  repOTt  on  the  same,  referred  to  a  seleefc 
committee      ......     601 

Military  Establishment,  so  much  of  the  Measage 
as  relates  to  the,  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee     -        -        -        -        -        -     110 

MiKtary  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
fbrther  to  extend  the  time  for  issuing  and 
locating,  twice  read        «...     1^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    219 
Militia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  the  Commits 
tee  on  Military  Affairs  were  inatrueted  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  of,  slun  by 
the  enemy  •---..        -     149 
(See  Widows  and  Orpham,  for  further  ac- 
tion on  the  same.) 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the  act  to 
provide  for  calling  forth  the,  dec,  read 
twice,  and  referred         ....     9if 

reported  with  amendments,  and  committed 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole      -        -     8t9 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  provi^ 
for  catting  forth  the,  lo  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, dec,  read  three  times,  and  passed  -     472 
Miller,  Mr.,  the  petition  of  Theophilus  Barbarick 

presented  by 311 

Mississipipi  Territory,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robert- 
son, a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  estabti^ng  a  dia- 
trict  court  in  the  ' 123 
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MiMiisippi  Territory-— continued.  Pftge* 

a  letter  from  the  Comuieeioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Lend  Office,  relating  to  -        .        -    301 
a  biH  to  establiflfa  a  district  court  inr,  read 
twice,  &c     -        -        -        -        .        «    332 
Mobile,  on  motion  o^Mr.  Robertson » the  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce  and  Manufaetnrra  were 
inelructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establiahing  a  port  of  entry  and  delivery 
at  the  town  of       -        -        -        •        -    113 
a  bill  to  that  effect,  read  twice,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .        .    383 
read  a  third  time,  and  pamed     ...    386 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in   -        -        •        -        •    443 
Montgomery,  Mr.,  speech  of,  en  Mr.  Webster's 

TOBolutions     •        .«       .        ...        .    265 
on  the  ways  and  means     ....    331 
remarks  of,  on  the  Massachuaetts  remon- 
strance   345 

Mmto,  Nicholas  R.,  of  Maryland,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 108 

Minted  Rangers,  a  hill  explanatory  of  the  act 
Ibr  raising  certain  corps  of,  read  three 

<       times,  and  passed 473 

Mounted  Riflemen,  Mr.  Sharp  submitted  a  reso- 
lution of  inquiry  in  relation  to  compensat- 
ing the  Kentuoky,  dec.  -        -        .     134 
Murfree,  Mr.,  speech  of^  on  Mr.  Webster's  reso- 
lutions .......    307 

MeKee,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  re- 
specting compensation  to  the  Kentucky 
mounted  riflemen  -        -        -        -     195,  136 

on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions     -        -     171,  173 
MeKim,  Mr.,  a  resolution  concerning  the  arts  and 

manufacturer,  presented  by,  was  adopted       145 
McLean,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  of  in- 
qniiy  concerning  indemnity  for  losses  by 
Hull's  surrender    -        -        .        -      146,  167 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  making  compensation 
fbr  the  use  of  wagons,  dec.      ...    408 

N. 
Naturalization,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  supple- 
mentary to  the  acts  heretofore  passed  on 
the  subject  of  an  uniform  rule  of,  read 
twice,  and  committed     ....     145 

reported  without  amendment     ...     147 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted  to  a  se- 
lect commfittee       .....    433 

reported  with  amendments,  and  committed 

to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -    443 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    468 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •    460 

the  Senate  concurred,  with  an  amendment    478 

to  which  the  House  disagreed    ...    483 

Naval  Establishment,  so  much  of  the  Message 

as  relates  to  the,  was  referred  to  a  select 

committeee    ......     108 

appointment  of  the  committee  on  the        -     1 10 
Nelson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  ad- 
mit stenographers  .....     ift 

on  ^  the  resolution  respecting  maritime  de- 
fence    -        -     .  -        •        -        -        -    Iflfl 
on  the  report  of  the  committee  on  Mr.  Web- 
ster's resolutions 430 

New  Bank  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Epji^es,  were  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  memorial  for  the  et* 


Page. 
tabHshment  of  a,  at  a  lower  rate  than  law- 
fhl  interest,  and  the  same  was  committed 
to  th«  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia -        -        -        -        -        -        -     163 

Newman,  Daniel,  Mr.  Hale  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      133 

Newspapers,  the  usual  order  passed  for  the  sup- 
ply o<;  to  members        ....     107 

Newton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  re- 
specting the  importation  of  provisions     -    486 

Nexsen,  William,  jr.  (See  Phanix,  Alexander,) 

Northwestern  Army,  a  resolution  submitted  con- 

oeming  Hull's  surrender  of  the      -        -     146 
amended  and  agreed  to      -        •        .        .     168 

Northwestern  frontier,  a  resolution  submitted  re- 
specting the  defbnce  of  the    -  -    311 
amended  and  agreed  to      -        -        -        -    313 
a  bill  fbr  the  more  effectual  protection  of 
the,  twice  read,  dec        ....    494 

O. 

Oakley,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  JVIr.  Webster's  reso- 
lutions -        -  •  -        •     186 

Orders  in  Council,  on  motioniof  Mr.  Rhea,  m 
committee  was  appointed  to  request  of 
the  President  a  copy  pf  the,  by  the  Brit- 
ish GoTcrnment     -        -        -        -        •    811 

Ordinary  modes  of  conducting  War,  a  eommitr 
tee  was  appointed  to  request -ojf  the  Presi- 
dent that  he  would  cause  to  be  colloot«d 
and  presented  to  the  House  evidenoe  of 
every  departure  of  the  enemy  from  the  -    403 

Ordnance,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the 

better  regulation  of  the,  read  twice,  dec  -    313 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

tine,  and  passed 473 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment 
and  concurred  In    -        «•        -        -        •    480 

Ormsby,  Stephen,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat HI 

P. 

Pearson,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  reso- 
lutions   375 

on  the  report  thereon,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Foreign  Relations        -        -        -    436 
Pennsylvania,  the  President  transmftted  copies 

of  certain  legislative  acts  of   -        -        •     144 
Pennsylvania  Adademy  of  Fine  Arts,.a  bill  from 

the  Senate  to  remit  certain  duties  to  the    446 
read  twice,  and  committed        ...    456 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    .....    470 
Plensions  to  persons  on  board  private  armed  ves- 
seU,  Mr.  McKim  snbmitted  a  resolution 

respecting 318 

a  hill  to  amend  and  explain  tha  act  regula- 
ting, read  twice,  dtc.      -        -        -        -    371 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 463 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    460 
Phcenix,  Alexander,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of,  read  twice        -        -        -        -    144 
read  a  third  time,  amended  by  adding  the 
name  of  WilUam  Nexsen,  jr.,  and  passed     165 
Pickering,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to^  re- 
fer the  Massachusetts  remonstrance  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole       *       -     348,  344 
I^ekied  Fish,  a  bounty  on.  (See  SaH,  xmporHd.) 
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Pike,  Z.  M.,  Mr.  Nelson  submitted  a  resolution 
fi)r  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  propri- 
ety of  conferring  public  bononi  on  the 
memory  of    -        -        -        -       .  -        -    481 
Piracy,  Mr.  IngersoII  submitted  sundry  resolu- 
tions relating  to  the  punishment  of        -    387 
Pitdklyn,  John,  Mr.  Archer  presented  sundry 

documents  in  relation  to  the  petition  of  •    381 
Pitkin,  Mr.,  speech  of,  introductory  of  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  distribution  of  arms    -     158, 

160,  ^61 
speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations  on  the  resolutions 

of  Mr.  Webster 438 

Pittsburg,  a  bill,  to  authorize  the  sale  of  certain 
lots,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  borough  of,  read  twice      ...    441 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    478 
Pomeroy,  B.  F.,  Mr.  Hopkins  presented  the  pe- 
tition of        -        -        ...        .182 

refinrred  to  the  Committee  of  Claiites        •     185 
Ports  and  Harbors,  a  bill  for  further  fortifying 

the,  read  twice,  &c        -        -        -        -    371 

•  a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  some  tenor     -    400 
twice  read,  and  committed        ...    413 
reported  without  amendment,  and  recom- 
mitted -        -        -        -        -        -        -    441 

again  reported  without  amendment,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed    ....    443 

Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  members  of  the 

Committee  on 108 

President  of  the  United  States,  appointment  of 

a  committee  to  wait  on  the     -        •        -     107 
report  o(  said  committee,  that  a  Message 

would  be  sent  this  day  -        .        .        -     107 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the 

household  of  the,  read  twice  -        -        -     153 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    473 
PriTate  Armed  Vessels,  a  bill  allowing  a  bounty 

to  the  owners,  ^c,  o^  read  twice   -        -    471 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •"        -    483 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    483 
Prize  Goods,  a  bill  to  repeal  the  additional  duties 

on,  read,  and  ordered  tu  lie  on  the  table  -    473 
Mr.  Nelson  submitted  a  letter  from  the  act- 
ing Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  sub- 
ject of   -        -    , 473 

a  bill  to  reduce  the  duties  payable  on,  read 

twice     .--.---     476 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    478 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -    479 
Provisions..  Mr.  Newton's  resolution  respecting, 

indefinitely  postponed    ....    487 
Public  Lands,  members  of  the  Committee  oa    -     108 

Q. 

Quakersy  an  address  from  the  New  England  So- 
ciety of,  read  871 

Quorum,  the  usual  interchange  of  messages  re- 
specting a 107 

R. 

Bangers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hempstead,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Aftairs  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  contin- 
uing in  force  the  act  authorizing  certain 
companies  of,  dec.  -  -  -  -  -  157 
a  bill  to  that  effect  read  twice  -  -  -  311 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    4S9 


Rangers — continued^  P«g«* 

on  motion  of  Mr.  H.,  the  same  oommittee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  what,  if  any, 
alterations  are  necessary  in  the  act  to  au- 
thorize ten  additional  companies  of       •   471 
Rea,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  <|ualified,  and 

took  his  seat ^ 

Reed,  John,  speech  of,  on  the  bUl  laying  duties 

on  imported  salt     -        -        -       -       -   449 

Retailers,  dec,  a  bill  laying  duties  on,  read  twice   441 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  readmg    :   444 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -       .       -   466 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  referred  -        -        -        -       '.'   *^ 

reported  with  agreement  to  some,  and  disa- 
greement to  others  -        -       -       -   478 

the  Senate  insist  on  the  amendments  disa- 

greed  to  -        -         •        -       -       -   481 

the  House  of  RepresenUtives  insist,  and 

grant  a  conference  -        "       "       *   JS 

report  of  the  managers  laid  on  the  table     -   484 
Revenue,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to, 

was  referred  to  a  select  committee  -      •    1<^ 
Revisal  and  Unfinished  B  usiness,  members  of  the 

Committee  of         -         -        -       -      "    ^^* 

Rhea,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  reeolu- 

Uone     ------      -    2 

on  the  reference  of  a  petition     -       .      •    iw 
on  the  report  of  the  ('ommittee  of  Foreign 
Relations,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions  -   436 
Richards,  George,  Mr.  Groisvenor  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  sett 
as  reporter  for  the  Federal  Republican, 
which  the  Speaker  had  refused  to  him    -   I  * 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole       -    H' 
Mr.  Grosvenor  submitted  a  resolution  to  ad- 


mit, on  the  floor 


119 


the  resolution  modified,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

Eppes '    ^^ 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the 

word  "Resolved,"  and  insert,  "that  the 

prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be 

Unted-^        -        -        -        -       '       •    « 

which  amendment  was  carried    -        *      J 

Richardson,  Wm.  M.,  was  qualified,  and,  took 
his  seat         -        -        -        -   .    *      . 

Ridgely,  Henry   M.,  of  Delaware,  was  qusU- 

fied,  &c. -   *'* 

Roberts,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to 
admit  George  Richards  -        -        ',   . 

Roberts,  Thomas  H.,  Mr.  Moore  presented  the 
petition  of;  respecting  a  machine  for  msn- 
time  warfare,  referred  to  the  MiliUiy  Com-   ^ 
mittee    -        -        -        -    ,    -       -       ' 

Robertson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  motion  re-      , 
specting  the  town  of  Mobile    -    *   -       -    * 
remarks  of,  on  the  Massachusetts  '•™<'°:   ^ 


strance 


8. 


Sage,  Ebeneaer,  of  New  York,  the  election  o^ 
contested,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 

of  Elections   -      '  -        -        -        ;       '  asA 

report  thereon  postponed  tb  next  session    •  *»» 

Sales  at  Auction,  a  bill  laying  duties  on,  read  ^ 

twice,  dec.      -''*"'  481 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     '      :       '  ^ 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  «j 

amendments  concurred  in  - 
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Salt,  imported,  a  bill  laying  a  duty  on,  read  twice    433 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -        -        -        -    441 
afler  several  amendments,  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -        -        -    '    -        -        -    466 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    463 
Satterwbite,  Edwin  T.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  committed      ...    332 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 430 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    4S1% 
Bchuraman,  James,  of  New  fork,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 108 

Soott,  Alexander,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred 328 

reported  without  amendment,  and  committed  332 
reported,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 429 

read  a  third  time,  and  parsed  ...  432 
the  Senate  returned  it  with  an  amendment  441 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  -        : 443 

concurred  in 464 

Sea  Fencibles,  a  bill  firom  the  Senate  authorizing 

a  corps  of,  read  twice      ....    328 

committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    323 
reported  with  amendment,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed  as  amended  ....    472 

Senate  Chamber,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  making 

an  appropriation  for  finishing  the    -        -    400 
twice  read,  Ac.         -        -        -        .        .    413 
read  a  Uiird  time,  and  passed      ...    472 
Seybert,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  in- 
quire concerning  the  conduct  of  the  war  -    415 
Sharp,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  con- 
cerning the  Kentucky  liflemen        -        -    134 
speech  of,  on  the  Webster  resolutions         .    290 
Shawneetown,  a  bill  authorizing  the  laying  and 
opening  a  road  from,  to  Kaskaslua,  road, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table         -        -    432 
Sheflfey,  Daniel,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat  -        --        -        -        -111 

speech  of,  on  the  Webster  resolutions         -     173 
speech  of,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  on  the  same        -        .    430 
Shipherd,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  naturalization 

bill 164 

speech  of,  on  the  direct  tax  bill  -        -        -    376 
8I00,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

o(  read  twice,  and  committed         -        .     148 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed 302 

Slmith,  William  S.,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 107 

Spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  Mr. 
Fisk  submitted  a  resolution  concerning, 
which  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 

Whole 329 

consideration  postponed     -        -        -        -    371 
Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the         -     108 
Stenographers,  Mr.  Nelson  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion concerning 133 

referred  (o  a  select  committee    ...    134 
report  of  said  committee,  providing  for  the 
admission  oU  ad6pted     -        -        -        .163 
Strong,  William,  of  Vermont,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 107 

Stuart,  William,  submitted  a  preamble  and  reso- 
lution to  distribate  arms,  dec.  -        -        • '  498 

1  dth  Con.  1st  &  2d  Sess.— b 


'  Stuart,  William— continued.  Page, 

reforred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  AfEiira  499 
report  of  said  committee  .  ^  .  .  499 
Sugar  refined  within  the  United  States,  a  bill  lay- 
ing duties  on,  read  twice  ....  400 
read  a  third  time,  «nd  passed  ...  421 
returned  with  amendments        ...    466 

concurred  in 463 

Superintendent  (General  of  Military  Supplies,  • 
bill  to  free  from  postage  all  letters  and 
packets  to  and  from  the,  read  twice        -    818 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...    9i% 
Supplemental  Journal  of  proceedings  in  secret 

session  - 498 

T. 
Taliaferro,  John,  Mr.  Gholson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  contesting  the  election  of  John 
P.  Hungerford ;  referred  to  the  Commit^ 

tee  of  Elections 110 

report  of  said  committee    -        •        .        .    329 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition     •        •    830 
Tatham,  William,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  petition  of  -        -        -        -    391 
Taylor,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  conduct  of  the 

war 417 

remarks  of,  on  the  report  upon  Mr.  Webster's 

resolutions 437 

Telfair,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolu- 
tions       270 

Thornton,  William,  Mr.  Seybert  presented  the 
petition  of;  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

Ways  and  Means 386 

Trade  and  Intercourse  with  the  Enemy,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Fisk,  the  Committee  of  For- 
eign Relations  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  further 
provision  by  law  for  prohibiting  -  -  146 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  prohibit,  read  twice  962 
Troup,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  petition  of  George 

Richards 112 

speech  of,  on  the  distribution  of  arms        -     169 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Pitkin        -        -        -        -     161 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  amend  the 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  raise  an  addi- 
tional military  force        -        -        -     .   -    386 
Turnpike  Road  in  the  county  of  Washington,  a 
bill  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making 
a  certain,  read  twice       -        -        -        .148 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     168 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -    167 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in 398 

a  bill  to  incorporate  a  company  for  a  like 
purpose  in  the  county  of  Alexandria,  read 
twice,  and  committed     ....    144 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  lie  on  the  table 148 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  168 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  167 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in 396 

U. 
Upper  Lakes,  a  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Wil- 
son, on  the  subject  of  our  Naval  Estab- 
lishment on  the,  was  agreed  to       -        -    319 
V. 
Vansycoe,  S.,  and  Gilson  &  Jones,  Mr.  Beall 
presented  the  petition  of;  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims     ....    186 
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VizeSy  the  petition  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
United  Stotes  brig,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims    -        -        -        -    455 
a  bill  for  relief  of  the  officers,  dec,  of  the, 

read  twice 463 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  -  470 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  471 
letamed  with  amendments,  and  concurred  in    489 

W. 


Wagons  and  Teams,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  an- 
thorizing  payment  for,  dec,  read  twice, 
and  referred  -        -        -        -        -        - 

reported  with  amendments,  and  committed 

amendments  not  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  read 

a  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

War,  as  waged  by  the  enemy,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

Clay,  (Speaker,)  so  much  of  the  Message 

as  relates  to  the  spirit  and  manner  of  the, 

was  referred  to  a  select  committee  • 

members  of  said  committee        ... 

Wame,  Wniett.  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
Ways  and  Means,  members  of  the  Committee  of 

report  of  Mr.  Eppes  on  the  subject  of  - 
Webster,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to 
admit  George  Richards,  dec  ... 
remarks  of,  on  introducing  sundry  resolu- 
tions respecting  the  French  decrees 
on  the  distribution  of  arms         ... 
in  support  of  his  resolutions       -        -      169,170 
Wheaton,  Mr.,  presented  an  address  from  the 
New  England  Quakers  .        .        .        - 
Widows  and  Orphans  of  Militia,  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the,  read  twice,  and  committed  - 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  concurred  in  -        -  •      -        -        -    488 
Williams,  Isaac,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  were  instructed  to 
inquire  whether,  is  not  entitled  to  the  seat 
occupied  by  John  M.  Bowers - 
report  thereon  postponed  to  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Congress     .        -        .        -        . 
Wilson,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat  .        .        .        -        - 
remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  con- 
cerning the  naval  force  on  the  upper  lakes 
Winter,  Elisha  J.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

reliefof 

read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  - 
reported  with  amendments,  and  committed 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
Wood,  Abiel,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat Ill 

Wright,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Grosve- 

nor 

on  the  petition  of  George  Richards     - 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Hanson      .... 
on  the  resolution  conperning  the  Kentucky 
riflemen         ..---. 
on  the  distribution  of  arms         ... 
on  the  Massachusetts  remonstrance    -  '345,  348 
Yancey,  Bartlett,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat     -        -        -        .     127 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolutions      •    286 
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447 
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476 
108 
148 

121 
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371 
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430 
432 


312 
384 
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Pmge. 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  considering  Mr.  Webster's 

resolutions 

on  the  report  of  the  committee  adverse  to 

the  election  of  J.  P.  Hungerford     - 
on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Webster's  first  resolu- 
tion        

on  agreeing  to  the  second  resolution  - 
on  agreeing  to  the  third  resolution 
on  agreeing  to  the  fourth  resolution    - 
on  agreeing  to  the  fifth  resolution       - 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  subject  of 
contested  elections  between  Mr.  Williams 
and  Mr.  Bowers    ... 
on  an  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Gros- 
venor  to  the  motion  to  postpone      -        - 
on  the  resolution  respecting  Isaac  Williams 
on  amending  the  bill  laying  direct  taxes* 

&c        -        -        -        -        :        -     330,  331 
on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  same        .        .        .        - 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill- 
on recommitting  the  bill  laying  taxes  on  li- 
censes to  distillers  .        .        .        .        • 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -       *       .* 
on  amending  the  bill  to  lay  and  collect  a  di- 
rect tax 

on  the  previous  question  on  the  same 
on  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  said  bill- 
on the  final  passage  of  the  same 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  duties 
on  sugar  refined  within  the  United  Sutes 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  duties 
on  sales  nt  au<^on         ..... 
on  amending  the  mil  laying  a  duty  on  carria- 
ges         

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  Senate  bill  relin- 
quishing the  claims  of  the  United  States 
to  goods,  dec.,  captured  by  private  armed 
vessels  --..-.- 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  salt  bill  - 
on  agreeing  to  the  amendments  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  the  same     - 
on  further  amending  the  same  ... 
on  amending    the    bill    laying  duties   on 

licenses  to  retailers,  &.C. 
on  amending  the  bill  laying  duties  on  bank 

and  other  notes,  dec       ...     445, 464 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  salt  bill    46^ 
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109 
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392 
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396 
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421 


-     421 

429 

431 


434 
439 


-     443 


on  amehding  the  same      .... 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  duties 

on  licenses  to  retailers,  dec.    .        .         - 
on  Mr.  Nelson's  resolution  for  the  encour- 
agement of  privateers    .... 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  a  duty 

on  imported  salt  ..... 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  duties 

on  bank  notes,  dec.  -  .  -  - 
on  considering  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Foreign  Relations  -  -  -  . 
on  amending  the  loan  bill  .... 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  reducing  the 

duties  on  prize  goods,  dec.      ... 
on  amending  the  appropriation  bill    - 
on  amending   the  bill  respecting    British 

licenses  .        .        .        .        - 
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Yew  and  Nays — continued.  Page, 

on  a  moUon  to  lay  on  the  table  Mr.  Stnart'a 

reaolations  req>ectinf  arma  -  -  •  498 
on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the  Commit* 

mittee  of  Foreign  Relatione  .        .        -  600 

on  the  order  of  the  day     .        .        .        •  601 

on  amending  the  embargo  bill   -        -        -  602 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  aame        -        •  602 

on  the  final  paiaage  of  the  aame        -        •  608 


SENATE.— SECOND  SESSION, 

THIBTBBirrR  CONOBXSS. 


Additional  Appropriationa,  a  bill  making,  read 
twice,  and  referred         .... 

reported  with  amendmente,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       -        -        .        -        . 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed     ... 

the  House  of  Repreaentativea  disagreed  to 
some  of  the  amendments,  and  the  Senate 
receded  ...... 

Agents,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represents 
tives  authorizing  the  appointment  of,  for 
paying  military  pensions,  read 

read  a  second  time    ..... 

indefinitely  postponed       .... 
Aiken,  John,  and  Pearl  Spafibrd,  Mr.  Bledsoe 
presented  the  memorial  of,  referred 

an  adverse  report  presented       ... 

leave  granted  to  withdraw  the  petition 
Allegany,  the  ship,  report  in  the  case  of,  pre- 
sented   729 

American  Prisoners  of  War,  Mr.  Dana  submit- 
ted a  resolution  asking  the  names  of  the 
individuals  selected  from,  and  sent  to 
Great  Britain  for  trial    .... 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President  .... 
Appointments  by  the  President,  Mr.  Mason  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  concerning  certain, 
without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into      ...... 

Arms  and  Armoriea,  a  bill  to  insure  uniformity 
in  the  manufacture  of  the  one  and  a  bet- 
ter organization  of  the  other,  read  - 

read  a  second  time    .....    622 

third  reading  negatived      ....    628 
Army,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  further  provision  for  filling  the 
ranks  of  the  regular,  i^c^  read  twice 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af« 
fjurs 

reported  with  amendments         .        .        • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed  as  amended 

the  House  of  Representatives  disagree  to 
the  amendments    .        •        .        .        • 

the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  oonfrrenoe 

the  House  of  Representativea  also  inaist 
and  appoint  managers   .... 

modifications  reported,  and  agreed  to 

a  bill  for  better  oiganizing,  paying,  and  aop- 
plying  the,  read 612 


-    768 

765 
771 


776 


692 
698 
775 

624 
644 
675 


616 
624 


681 
688 


615 


-    575 


593 
594 
597 
597 

598 
599 

599 
601 


Army— continued.  Page. 

read  a  second  time 618 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -     ^  -        -    640 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -    '  -        -    648 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments,  and  refened      -        -    668 
concurrence  reported  in  part      ...    666 
the  Senate  agree  to  some,  and  disagree  to 
other  amendments         ....    678 

the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  all, 
except  the  16th,  on  which  they  insist,  and 
the  Senate  also  insisting,  a  conference  is 
^pointed      ......    679 

the  managers  report  a  modification     -        -    684 
which  is  not  agreed  to,  and  another  confer^ 
ence  asked    ......    686 

report  of  the  second  conference  agreed  to 

by  the  Senate 688 

and  concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives       689 

Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  a  bill 
from  ^e  House  of  Representatives  to  es- 
taUieh  the  permanent  residence  of  the,  at 
the  seat  of  Government,  read  ...    766 

B. 

Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent, dtc.,  of  the,  refiBrred       ...     595 
the.  committee  discharged  from  the  consid- 
eration thereof       .....    740 
Banks,  Bankers,  dtc,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  amend  the  act  laying 
duties  on  notes  of,  dtc,  read  ...    626 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    628 
reported  without  amendment     ...    634 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    688 
Barker,  Samuel  Augustus,  Mr.  King  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ....    682 
an  adverse  report  thereon  ....    688 
Beatty,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  Lambert  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  referred      -        -    646 
Bibb,  William  Wyatt,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  in  place  of 
William  H.  Crawford,  resigned,  produced 
his  eredentials,  dtc.        ....    587 
remarks  o^  on  Mr.  Mason's  resolutions  re- 
specting the  President's  power  to  appoint 
certain  oflicers       .....    625 
Bibb,  George  M.,  of  Kentudiy,  appeared  and  took 

hisseat 680 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gore's  motion  respecting 

Executive  appointments         ...    694 
remarks  of,  on  two  readings,  the  same  day, 
of  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo      -        -    738 
Bioren,  John  and  others,  a  letter  from,  resMCt^ 

ing  their  contemplated  edition  of  the  lawa    895 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of;  re- 
ferred     1056 

Births,  Marriages,  dtc,  Mr.  Fromentin  submitted 

a  resolution  respecting  records  of  -         -    547 
Blankets,  dec,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gore,  a  resolution 
was  adopted  asking  fi>r  an  account  of  the 
quantity  of;  dtc.,  provided  for  the  Army 

and  Navy 567 

reports  from  the  two  Departments  in  reply    616 
Boardman,  Homer,  and  others,  Mr.  Dana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of;  referred       -        -    668 
Boone,  Daniel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred  -.-..-    568 
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Boone,  Daniel — continued.                                      Page, 
reported  without  amendment      -         -         -  622 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -         -  624 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  625 
Bounty,  to  owners,  &c.,  of  private  armed  vessels, 
Mr.  Fromentin  submitted  a  resolution  con- 
cerning             564 

agreed  to 566 

a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  allowing  a,  read  597 

read  a  second  time     -----  598 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  613 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -         -         -  614 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments,  and  referred        -         -  650 
concurrence  reported           ...         -  659 
the  report  agreed  to,  with  an  amendment     -  665 
Bounty  to  persons  who  shall  enlist,  a  bill  to  in- 
crease the,  read 573 

read  a  second  time-         -        -        -         -  575 

recommitted 593 

postponed  indefinitely         -         -         -         -  616 
Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others,  Mr.  Goldsborough 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred     -         -  691 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  reported  and  read    -         -  729 

read  a  second  time     -----  735 

indefinitely  postponed         -         -         -         -  776 

Brazer,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Varnum  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -         -         -         -  649 
the  committee  discharged  from  further  consid- 
eration thereof 774 

Breckenridge,  the  Reverend  John,  election  of,  as 

Chaplain 545 

Brent,  Robert,  Paymaster  General,  the  petition 

of,  referred 688 

(See  Paymaster  General.) 
Brevard,  Joseph,   Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 564 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read      .  -         -        -    .     -  648 

read  a  second  time 650 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         .         -         .  665 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        .        -  689 
Barrows  and   McCall,  lieutenants,  a  resolution 
relative  to  the  brilliant  achievements  of, 

read 566 

read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed    -  566 
Business,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Leib,  a  committee 
was  appointed  under  the  forty-second  rule 

for  conducting,  in  the  Senate  -        .         -  .544 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Fromentin,  the  same  was 

done  under  the  twenty-second  rule        -  545 

C. 

Cahoone,  John,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 596 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        •        -        •        -  633 

read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed    •  636 
Campbell,  George  W.,  of  Tennessee,  appeared, 

and  took  his  scat   ....         -  544 
resignation  of,  as  Senator  .        .        -        -  629 
Canton,  Ohio,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Kepre- 
■entatives,  attaching   a   certain  tract  of 
land  to  the  district  of,  read      ...  626 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        *        -  627 
reported  without  amendment      .        •        .  639 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  658 
Carroll,  Charles,  and  others,  Mr.  Horsey  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred      ...  662 
Champion,  Henry,  Mr.  Dana  presented  the  me- 
morial of       ..:•..  598 
referred  to  a  select  committee    ...  599 


Chaplains,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Worthiogton,  ik 

usual  resolution  passed  for  the  electioa  of  54 
Chaplain,  Abraham,  Mr.  Bibb  of  Kentackj  pR* 
sen  ted  the  petition  of,  referred 
an  adverse  report  thereon  -        .       -      . 
Cheevers,  Mary,  a  bill  from  the  Hoose  of  JLtpn- 
sentatives,  for  relief  of   -        ... 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .       -      . 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr. 
Horsey  presented  the  petition  of,  referred 
a  bill  authorizing  subscription  to  the  itod 

of  the,  read 

read  a  second  time     -        .... 

indefinitely  postponed         -        ... 

Cheves,  Langdon,  a  message  from  the  House  of 

Representatives   that   they  have  elected, 

Speaker         -        -         .... 

Chilmark,  Massachusetts,  a   petition  from  the 

town  of,  praying  relief  under  embtifoJtw 

Clark,  Midshipman  John,  a  resolution  froo  the 

House   of   Representatives    direedo;  t 

sword  to  be  presented  to  the  netiestmale 

relative  of,  read      -         -        ... 

read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  ptMed  • 

Clark,  Dennis,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Ropn- 

sentatives,  for  relief  of    .         ... 

read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
Clason,  Isaac,  on  motion  of  Mr.  German,  the  p^ 
titiou  of,  was  referred     .        .       -      • 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        -        .       -      • 
read  a  second  time    .        -        .       -      > 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .       .      • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    - 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTef 
with  an  amendment       .        .       -      • 
concurred  in      -        -        -        ... 
Clay,  Henry,  a  message  from  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentatives  communicating  the  resign** 
tion  of  -        -        -        -        -       -      • 

Clerks  of  Congress,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wor 
thington,  a  committee  was  appointed  te 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  mcrttsiD{ 

the  salaries  of  the 

a  bill  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the,  resd 

twice     .-.-.-• 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed 

of  the  War  Department,  a  report  exhibitiBg 

the  names  of  the  ...       -      * 

Cochran,  Charles  B.,  Mr.  GaiJlard  presented  tbe 

petition  of 

read,  and  referred     -        .        .       -      • 

the  committee  discharged  finom  further  oos- 

sideration  thereof  .        .        .       -      * 

Cochran,  Robert  B.,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  the 

petition  of     -        -        -        -       •      ' 

read,  and  referred      -        .        •       •      • 

the  committee  discharged  therefrom  - 

Collectors  of  Customs,  a  report  from  the  Tresin- 

ry  Department,  with  a  statement  of  the 

emolamenta,  dec,  paid  to       •       *   .  * 

Columbia  Manii&ctiiriiif  Company,  a  pel^ 

praying  an  act  of  incorporatioD  of  the  • 
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694 

727 
728 
764 
766 

672 


.     628 


Colmnbia  Company — confinned.  Page, 

a^bttltoincoiporate  the,  read     .        -        •    698 

read  a  aecond  time 706 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 

read 761 

read  a  second  time    .        .        -        «        •    762 
'  reported  with  amendments        ...    765 
indefinitely  postponed        -        -        -        -    776 
Cemmerdal  Intercourse  with  Powers  at  peace 
with  the  United  States,  a  Message  from 
the  President  in  relation  to,  referred 
Comptroller  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments,  a 
bill  creating  the  office  of,  read 

read  a  second  time 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 
read  a  tMrd  time,  and  laid  on  the  table 
Ccndict,  John,  of  New  Jersey,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 

Congress,  a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Kepre- 

sentatiTes  for  a  joint  committee  to  inquire 

oonoeming  the  adjournment  of,  read 

read  a  second  and  third  time,  agreed  to,  and 

a  commi^ee  appointed  •        .        •        • 

report  of  said  committee  read     .        .        • 

read  a  second  time    .        .        -        -        - 

a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 

tiTos  fixing  the  day  for  adjournment  of, 

read 

read  a  second  time 

a  hUl  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  fir- 
ing the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of,  read 

read  a  second  time 

amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed 
a  joint  resolution  preparatory  to  adjourn 
ment  of        ---.-. 
Contingent  Expenses,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  transmitted  an  account  of  the  - 
Ckxyper,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Brown  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred      ... 
C<^ea  of  certain  Commissions,  Mr.  Gore  submit- 
mitted  a  resolution  asking  for 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 
a  Message,  with  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  reply    -        -        -        -  .      - 
Cotton  Manufrictures,  a  resolution  asking  for  a 
statement  of  the  value  of;  dkc 
report  from  the  Treasury  Department  in 

wpiy 

Crawford,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatiTes for  relief  o^  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        •        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
Crowninshield,  Benjamin  W.,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of, 

read 

read  a  second  time    .        .        .        .        • 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

>    Cmfiae,  Paul,  Mr.  Gore  presented  the  petition  of, 

I  referred 

m  bill  allowing,  to  depart  with  vessel  and 
cargo  for  Sierra  Leone,  read  -     ^  - 

L  rea4  a  second  time 

\  ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

I  read  a  third  time,  and  pasted     •        .        • 

^   Cmmbeiland  Road,  report  from  the  Treasury  De- 
i  partment  concerning  the 

€«wm,  John  G.    (See  United  Breikren.) 
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Cutler,  Jarvis,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read    ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 

D. 
Daggett,  David,  of  Rhode  Island,  appeared,  and 
took  his  seat 
remarks  of,  on  reading  twice,  on  the  same 
day,  the  bill  concerning  the  embargo    782,  784 
Dale,  Richard,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read    •        -        .    562 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •    568 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed 567 

Dana,  Samuel  W.,  of  Connecticut,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 546 

remarks  of,  on  two  readings,  on  the  same  day, 
of  the  bill  concerning  the  embargo       ISSi,  784 
Dawson,  John,  the  death  of,  announced  by  mes- 
sage from  tho  House  of  Representatives  - 
Destitute  and  .distressed  American  Seamen,  a 
bill  iTrom  the  House  of  Representatives 
concerning,  read    ..... 
read  a  second  time    ..... 
indefinitely  postoonM        .... 
Direct  Tax,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  amend  the  seventh  section  of 
the  act  to  lay  and  collect  a,  read     - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading           .... 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasted     ... 
District  of  Columbia,  Mr.  Giles  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the, 
referred  to  a  committee  .... 
the  committee  discharged  from  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject 
Documents,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives for  transmission  of  certain,  firee  of 
postage,  read          ..... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
postponed  indefinitely        .... 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Fromentin,  it  was  ordered 
that  all,  printed  by  order  of  either  House, 
be  bound,  dec,  for  use  of  members 
Donation  Rights,  a  bill  to  grant,  to  certain  claim- 
ants  of  land  in  Louisiana,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
indefinitely  postponed       .... 
Duties,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mason,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  was  requested  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  a  state- 
ment of,  dtc -    546 

Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 

the  statement  asked  for 

E. 

EKxabeth  City,  a  bill  to  make,  the  port  of  entry 

for  the  district  of  Camden,  North  Carolina, 

read      ....... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
ElUs,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read 
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EUify  Stmuel — continued.  Page 

read  a  second  time  -  .  .  .  .  M5 
referred  to  a  select  committee  -  .  •  682 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 689 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  -  691 
Embargo,  a  bill  laying  an,  read  in  part  (secret 

session)         • 560 

a  confidential  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

sentatires  to  die  same  effect,  read  twice, 

and  referred 560 

Trted  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
t  confidentially  printed         ...    560 
amendments  adopted,  and  bill  recommitted      561 
reported  with  further  amendments,  and  read 

a  third  time 664 

passed  as  amended,  and  sent  confidentially  to 

the  House  of  Representatives         -        -661 
signed  by  the  Speaker,  President  of  the 

Senate,  and  President  of  the  United  States    562 
Mr.  Horsey  presented  sundry  petitions  for 

the  repeal  of  the,  read    ....    681 
referred  to  a  select  committee     •        -        -681 
committee  discharged,  and  the  petitions  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Foreign  Affiiirs    694 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes  to 

repeal  the,  read 729 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        .    735 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       .....    740 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    741 
Erie,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
a«tfaorixing  the  purchase  of  yessels  cap- 
tured on,  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  ------    763 

Erans,  Oliver,  report  on  the  subject  of  the  pat- 
ent granted  to 641 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  relief  of,  read     642 

read  a  second  time 648 

third  reading  negatived      -        -        -        .     683 
Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  petition  o^  pray- 
ing to  be  heard  by  counsel      -        -        .    660 
Executive  Appointments,  debate  on  Mr.  Gore's 

resolutions  concerning  -        -        .        .    661 
the  resolutions  concerning,  indefinitely  post- 
poned     759 

Expenoiture  of  Moneys,  a  report  on  the,  from 

the  Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy  -        -    566 

F. 
Fuming,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read  •        -    634 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 

committee 635 

reported  without  amendment     -        .        -    686 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -    647 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    648 
F«zmers  and  Mechanics*  Bank  of  Georgetown, 
Mr.  Bibb  of  Kentucky  presented  Uie  peti"* 
tion  of  the,  referred        ....    636 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read,  and  the  sec- 
ond reading  negatived    -        -        -        -    737 
Fees  in  the  United  Sutes  Courts,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Daggett,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  making 
nrovision  by  law  concerning  -        -    671 

Fiftld  Officers  of  Militia,  dec.,  a  bill  respecting,        , 

read -        -    662 

referred  to  the  committee  on  the  revision  of 
militia  laws    --..-.    634 


Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Akiandiia,  Ifr. 

Brent  presented  the  petition  of  J.  B.  Nidi* 

ols,  and  others,  praying  an  aot  of  i&eorpo- 

ration,  referred       -        .        -        .        .    599 

a  bill  in  pursuance  of  the  prayer,  read  a  first 

and  second  time  -  •  -  .  .  626 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  631 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  68S 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepresentatHes 

vrith  amendments  -        -        .        .        •    648 
the  House  amendments  ooacurred  in  -        -    649 
Five  Years'  Enlistments,  dec,  a  bill  attdiorixing^ 

for  certain  regiments,  read  -  -  •  271 
read  a  second  time,  ameoded,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  •  •  672 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  579 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatirea 

with  amendments  -        -        -        -        .    599 
the  Senate  refiised  to  concor      •        •        .     597 
Flags,  dec,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  provide  for  the  collection  and  pres- 
ervation of  such,  as  shall  have  been  or  majr 
be  taken  from  the  enemy,  read   '    •        -     729 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred       •        -     735 
reported  without  amendment     .       -        •    737 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    Tf^ 
Floating  Batteries,  a  bill  authorizing  the  bnildiiif 

of  one  or  more,  xead  -  .  .  •  627 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 631 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     633 
Flotilla,  a  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of 

certain  officers  for  the,  read    »        -        .    660 
read  a  second  time  .  -        -        -        -        •    661 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  readinir     -     TV 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        .        «     j^ 
Foreign  Ministers,  dec,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bibb, 
of  Georgia,  amended  by  Mr.  Gore,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  request  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  a  liai  of 
appointments  of,  made  in  the  recess  of 
the  Senate,  dec      -        -        .        -        •     70$ 
Foreign  Relations,  Mr.  Tait  submitted  a  reeola- 
tion  that  so  much  of  the  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee     544 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  of,  appointed    -     545 
Fowle,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  Giles  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        -        .        -     ^i 
Fromentin,  Mr.,  appointment  of,  on  the  Library 

Committee    -        -        -        .        .        .     945 
remarks  of,  on  twice  reading,  on  the  same 
day,  the  bill  concerning  the  embargo       -     732 


Gaillard,  John,  election  of,  as  President  pro  tem. 

of  the  Senate 

General  Land  Office,  a  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  -        -        -        -        - 
Georgetown,  D.  C,  a  bill  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany to  supply,  with  pure  water,  read      - 
tead  a  second  time    -        -        •        -        . 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 
returned  from  the  House  of  Repreoentativee 
with  an  amendment,  and  concurred  in     - 
a  bill  to  authorize  two  lotteries  in,  read 
read  a  second  time    •        -        -        •         • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        .         • 
read  a  third  time^  and  passed     .        -        • 
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Mhi 


Georgia  voA  MiwiMippi,  a  bill  to  carry  into  e£bict 
tbe  report  of  tka  oommtBsionen  appointed 
under  the  act  for  the  amicable  settlement 
of  limits  between,  dec.,  read    -        -        -    613 
read  a  second  time    .        •        •        •        •    613 
t  recommitted  to  a  select  committee      -        -    631 

reported  with  amendments  ...  636 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  640 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  643 
retnmed  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 

with  amendments 689 

Geruan,  Obadiah,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  ---.-.    645 
GUes,  William  B.,  remarks  of,  on  twice  reading, 
on  the  same  day,  the  bill  concerning  the 

embargo 783,734 

Giiard,  Stephen,  Mr.  Lacock  presented  the  me- 
morial of       -        -        -        -        -        -    696 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ...    663 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    676 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        .     678 
indefinitely  postponed        -        -        -        -    760 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  a  petition  of;  referred    666 
the  committee  made  an  adverse  report        -    684 
I  report  concurred  in   -        -        -        -        -    686 

;        Oloyer,  Stephen,  Mr.  Gore  presented  the  peti- 
tion of;  referred     .        -        -        -        .    636 
J  an  adverse  report  concurred  in  •"        -        -    662 

Goldsborongh,  Robert  H.,  of  Maryland*  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat   -        -        -  -    544 

speech  of,- on  the  bill  to  increaee  the  bounty 

for  enlistments       -        1        -        -        .    676 
on  presenting  the  Maryland  memorial        -    616 
Ch>niales,  Don  Ramon  de  Lenares,  and  others, 
Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of;  re- 
ferred     644 

an  adverse  report  thereon  -        -        -        -    663 
leave  granted  to,  to  withdraw  his  petition  -     677 
Gere>  Christopher,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat   ....        -    546 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  importations    602 
on  the  resolutions  respecting  Executive  ap- 
pointments     661, 742 

Government,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of,  read 660 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    661 
reported  without  amendment     ...    662 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    673 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     674 
Great  Britain,  a  Message  from  the  President, 
transmitting  a  correspondence  on  the  rela- 
tions with,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
referred  ......    670 

Mr.  Bibb,  of  Georgia,  submitted  sundry  res- 
olutions requesting  information  concern- 
ing the  conduct  of,  in  certain  cases         •    648 

read  a  second  time 667 

amended,  and  adopted       ....    659 


Hunilton,  George,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of,  read    -        -  766 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed   •  771 
Hart,  William,  Mr.  Daggett  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  598 

referred  to  a  select  committee    ...  599 

indefinitely  postponed        ....  727 


Page^ 

Hastings,  Daniel,  and  others,  Mr.  Gore  presented 

the  petition  of;  referred  ...    630 

an  adverse  report  concurred  in  -        -        -    662 
Hay,  John  D.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,  read        -        •    766 
read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed  -    774 
Hillen,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  presented 

the  petition  of;  referred  ...    786 

Hillhouse,  James,  and  others,  Mr.  Dana  present- 
ed the  memorial  of;  referred  ...    646 
advlBTse  report  thereon,  and  the  committee 

discharged 761 

Hogan,  Michael,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  compensate,  read        -        -    626 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    627 
reported  with  amendments         ...    636 
the  third  reading  negatived        ...    687 
Hook,  Moaes,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represeal* 
atives  granting  the  right  of  pre-emptum 
to,  read  twice,  and  referred     ...    668 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....    678 
Horses,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representattvaa 
allowing  oompensation  for,  ^wned  by  mi- 
litia and  volunteers,  read        ...    763 
read  a  second  and  third  ttme,  and  indefi* 

nitely  postponed 778 

Horsey,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  presenting  snndry 

petitions        .-..*-    681 
speech  of,  on  the  resetntion  respecting  Ex- 
ecutive ai^poiatments     ....    TOT 
remarks  o^  on  twice  reading,  on  the  sama 
day,  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo  -     782,  784 
Howell,  Jeremiah  B.,  of  Rhode  Island,  speared, 

and  took  his  seat  ^       -        .        •        .    6^ 
Hunter,  William,  of  Rhode  Island,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 646 

I. 
Illinois  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep« 
resentatives  confirming  certain  claims  to 
lands  in,  read         -        .        .        .        •    663 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        -    676 
reported  with  amendments         ...    726 
postponed  indefinitely        -        •        -        -    760 
vote  to  postpone  reconsidered,  and  the  bill 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  760 
read  a  third  time*  and  passed  as  amended  •  768 
Mr.  Fromentin  presented  the  manorial  of 

the  Legislative  Council  of;  referred        -    706 
Mr.  Bond  presented  a  petition  of;  referred    872 
ImporUUon,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the,  of  certain  arti- 
cles therein  mentioned,  read  .        .        -    666 
read  a  second  time    -----    666. 
amended  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 

so  reported  -.----  602 
read  a  Uiird  time,  and  the  question  on  its 

passage  postponed  -        -        -        -        -    612 
a  motion  to  recommit  failed,  and  the  biU 
finally  passed         -        -        -        -        -    ^13 
Indiana  Territory,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature 

o^  praying  payment  of  their  militia        -    670 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  concern- 
ing certain  post  routes  ....    672 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  concern- 
ing their  Judicial  system         -        -        -    699 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of,  protesting 
against   the   Governor's    assumption  of 


power 


680 
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IndiftQa  Territory — continued.  Ptge. 

a  bill  to  establiBh  the  mode  of  laying  off  the, 

into  dijBtrictfl,  &c.,  read  -        -                 •  633 

jead  a  second  time 634 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        ...  636 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  637 
Internal  Navigation,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bledsoe, 
a  select  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
quire what  further  regulations  are  neces- 
sary concerning 571 

Invalid  Pensions,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives concerning,  read  ...  724 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  •  726 
reported  without  amendment  ...  737 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  767 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  771 

J. 
Janney,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  GHles  presented 
the  petition  of.    (See  Cohimbta  Monti' 
faeturine  Company.) 
JirriSf  Sarah,  Mr.  Vamum  presented  the  peti- 
tion of 664 

the  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  were 

discharged 729 

Joumala  of  Congress,  a  joint  resolution  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  for  the  printing 

and  distribution  of  an  additional  number 

of  the,  Ac,  read    .....    546 

read  a  second  ttme,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -        -     ,  -        -        -        -    547 

read  a  thurd  txmh,  and  concurred  in    -        •    648 
Jdzon  in  United  States'  Courts,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Daggett,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  ezpedienor  of  making 
further  provision  by  law  relative  to        -    578 
the  committee  dischargdi  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject    -        -        -    727 
K. 
K«ntucky,  Mr.  Bledsoe  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  o^  respecting  compensa- 
tion to  her  militia ;  referred  to  the  Mill- 
itixy  Committee     -        ...        -    594 
Mr.  B.  also  presented  certain  resolutions  of 
the  same,  expressive  of  their  confidence 
in  the  Administration     ....    632 
Mr.  B.  also  presented  a  memorial  and  reso- 
Intions  of  the  same,  respecting  the  line  of 
division  between  Tennessee  and     -        -    632 
which  last  were  referred  to  a  committee     -    638 
King,  Rufiu,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 546 

remarks  of,  on  twice  reading,  on  the  same 
day,  the  bill  concerning  the  embargo      -    732 
K^ht,  Simeon,  report  of  the  Paymaster  Gen- 
eral on  the  petition  of,  referred        •        -    568 
a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  twice  read        -        -    635 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -        -    637 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    644 
Koch,  Jacob  Gerard.    (See  National  Bank.) 

Lakes,  Mr.  GaiUard  presented  the  memorial  of 
navy  officers  serving  on  the,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs       

Latrobe,  B.  H.,  a  memorial  of,  on  the  subject  of 
steam  engines 

Law,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  GaiUard  presented 

Che  petition  of 

referred  to  a  committee     .... 


648 

665 

673 
677 


Lawrence,  Capt^n  James,  a  joint  lesolution  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  relative  to 
the  brilliant  achievement  of,  read   -       -     566 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  as  amended        .        .        .        ^     568 
read  a  third  time,  and  concurred  in,  with  an 
amendment   ------     566 

Laws  of  the  United  Sutes,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  authorizing  a  subscrip- 
tion for  a  certain  edition  of  the,  and  the 
distribution  thereof,  read         ...     7^ 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -     Ttt 
reported  without  amendment      ...     737 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     772 
Le  Due,  Mary  Philip,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  6{,  read    -        -     616 

read  a  second  time,  and  refinrred         •        -     6S2 

reported  without  amendment     .        .        *     665 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...     667 

Lee,  Rev.  Jesse,  a  message  announcing  the  ^ 

pointment  of  the,  as  Chaplain  to  Uie  Hoose 

of  Representatives 546 

Lewis,  C^^orge,  and  others,  Mr.  King  presented 

the  memorial  o^  rel^red         ...     eSUi 
Library,  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  on 
the,  Mr.  Leib  submitted  a  xeeolution  for 
the        ....--.     545 
read  three  times,  and  paseed       ...    546 
Licensee  to  Retailers,  dbc,  a  bUl  from  the  Honee 
of  Representatives  to  amend  the  act  laying 
duties  on,  read       -        .        .        .        .     763 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -     764 
reported  without  amendment     ...    766 
amended,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -     772 
Lloyd,  James,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred 650 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        ....     734 
read  a  second  time    -        .        .        .        .     726 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     741 
Loan,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

authorizing  a,  read          ....     648 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -     650 
reported  vrith  amendments         ...     661 
amendments  not  agreed  to,  bill  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    -        -        -        -        -     741 
Louisiana,  Mr.  From^ntin  presented  certain  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of,  referred       -     646 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  find  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  the 
State  o^  and  Territory  of  Missouri,  read    660 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    661 
reported  with  amendments         ...     684 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        -    726 
read  a  third  time,  and  psussed  as  amended   -     727 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
supplementary  to  the  act  for  ascertaining 
title  to  lands  in  that  part  of,  east  of  the 
Mississippi  and  Island  of  Orieans,  read    -     7!28 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •     736 
reported  without  amendment     ...    759 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...     773 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
concerning  certificates  of  confirmation  of 
claims  to  lands  in,  read  .        -        -        -    740 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    756 
reported  with  amendment  -        -        -        -     706 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amend- 
ed        -        - 773 
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Malcolm,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep* 

resentatiyes  for  relief  of,  read  -        -        -    663 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         ^        •    676 
reported  with  amendments         ...    728 
indefinitely  postponed        -        -        -        -    761 

Marbury,  William  and  others,  Mr.  Worthington 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred   -        -    661 
Marbury,  Leonard,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  the  widow  and  heirs  of      -        -     693 
Marine  Corps,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  authorize  the  augmentation 
of  the,  read    -        -        -        -        -        -    647 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •        -    650 
reported  with  amendments        ...    687 
ordered  to  a  thbd  reading  ...    724 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -    726 
the  House  of  Representatives  concur,  with 

an  amendment  which  was  agre^id  to       -    763 
Mr.  Gaillard  laid  on  the  table  a  roll  of  the 
commissioned  officers  of  the    •        -        •    774 
Marine  and  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Alexan- 
dria, a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  -        •    660 
indefinitely  postponed        -        -        -        -    676 

again  called  up,  and  referred  to  the  Commit* 
tee  on  Naval  Affairs       .        ...    679 

Marshals,  Clerks,  &c,  a  bill  to  lessen  the  com- 
pensation to,  read  -----    660 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        -    661 

referred  to  a  committee      -        -        -        -    724 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

rrading 762 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    763 
Maryland,  Mr.  Goldsborough  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  House  of  Delegates  of;  con- 
cerning the  war 616 

Maryland  and  Georgia,  a  bill  to  revive  and  con- 
tinue in  force  the  act  declaring  the  assent 
of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  Sutes 
of,  read  and  referred       ...        -    686 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        -  -    689 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -    691 
Mason,  Mr.,  of  New  Hamp^e,  speech  of,  on  the 

Embargo  bill 664 

on  his  resolutions,  respecting  the  Secretary 

of  Uie  Treasury 625 

Mather,  George,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred  .  -  -  -  -  666 
Medical  Staff  of  the  Army,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Bledsoe  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
feirs  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  further  regulations 
concerning  the  ....  -  548 
^  Message,  the  President's,  at  the  opening  of  the 

session  -•-•---    638 
five  hundred  copies  of  the,  ordered  to  be 

printed •    644 

confidential,  of  the  9th  December      -        •    649 
Messengers  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Turner  submitted 
a  resolution  to  pay  two  dollars  per  day  to 

Oie,  read 727 

read  a  second  time 728 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -    760 
Metropolis,  (See  Bank  of  ike,) 
Mid^igmn  Territory,  a  Message  from  the  Presi- 
deat  of  the  United  States,  respecting  the 
distressed  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of    644 


Page. 
Military  Academy,  a  bill  to  establish  an  addi- 
tional, read    646 

read  a  second  time 648 

indefinitely  postponed        ...        -    728 
Military  Affairs,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  was  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee          546 

Military  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,    making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the,  read     ...    660 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    667 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -    660 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    662 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    664 
MUitery  Schools,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Worthington, 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  additional        ...    648 
Militia,  Mr.  Dana  submitted  sundry  resolutions 

respecting  the 646 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs    648 
Mr.  Horsey  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  pay  of 668 

agreed  to,  and  referred      ....    664 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  so  much  of  the 
Message  as  relates  to  the,  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee         ....    632 
a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  for  calling 

forth  the,  to  execute  the  laws,  dtc,  read  -  638 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  -  639 
reported  without  amendment  ...  640 
indefinitely  postponed  ....  884 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  of 

the  same  tenor,  twice  read*and  referred  691 
reported  without  amendment  ...  737 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  768 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  764 
a  bill  in  further  addition  to  the  act  more 
effectually  to  provide  for  establishing 
through  the  United   States  a  uniform, 

read 736 

read  a  second  time 738 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  761 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  -  762 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendment,  and  concurred  in         -    766 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Giles,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  requested  to  cause  to 
be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  statement  of 
moneys  paid  to  the         -        -        -        -    761 
Mills,  Isaac,  and  others,  Mr.  Daggett  presented 

the  memorial  o^  referred        ...    623 
Mint,  letter  from  the  Director  of  the,  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury    .        -        -        -    667 
the  President  of  the  United  States  transmit- 
ted a  report  of  the  Director  of  the    -        -    670 
Missouri  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  appointing  an  additional 
judge  for  the,  read         -        -        -        -    665 
referred  to  a  select  committee    .        -        -    667 
reported  with  amendment         ...    673 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -        -    674 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    675 
Money  paid  into  United  States  Courts,  a  bill  di- 
recting the  disposition  of,  read        -        -    676 

read  a  second  time 678 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  -  725 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    .        -        -    726 
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McCaU,  Archibald,  a  bill  firom  the  Hoqm  of  R«p. 
retentatiTes  for  relief  of,  read  twice  and  re- 

fisrred 761 

reported  without  amendment,  and  <Mrdered 

to  a  third  reading 764 

read  a  third  tame,  and  paa«ed     ...    766 
McCaoley,  Daniel,  and  Samuel  Ralston,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  RepreaentattTee  for  the 

relief  of,  read 663 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        .    676 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....    693 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    693 
McDonald  &  Sons,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  pe- 
tition oU  read         -        .        .        .        .    686 
McKennej,  Augustus,  and  Laiel  Bancroft,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  R^resentatives  for 
the  relief  of,  read  .....     738 

read  a  second  time 740 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    767 
MePherson,  Isaac,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  me- 
morial of       .....        -    666 
referred  to  a  committee      ....    568 
report  of  said  committee  thereon        -        -    670 

N. 

Nantucket,  petition  of  the  town  and  county  of, 

referred 664 

a  bill  for  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of,  read    673 
amended,  and  committed  ....    674 

reported  with  amendments         >        -        -    676 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    694 
National  Bank,  petition  of  Jacob  G.  Koch,  and 

others,  praying  incorporation  -        -    696 

referred  to  a  select  committee    ...    698 
the  said  committee  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject    -        >    740 
Naturalization,  Mr.  Fromentin  o£fered  a  resolu* 

tion  respecting  certificates  of  -        .     647 

a  bill  concerning  evidence  in  cases  of,  read    663 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    671 
reported  without  amendment     ...    769 
indefinitely  postponed        .        -        .        .    776 
Naval  Estabiiehment,  appointment  of  a  select 

committee  on  the  -        -        -        -        .     546 

Navigation,  a  bill  to  establish  a  system  of,  read     663 
Navy,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  support  of  the, 
read      -        -        -        -        -        -        -    660 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    657 
reported  without  amendment     ...    659 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    663 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  unanimously    664 
Mr.  Gaillard  communicated  a  letter  and  sun- 
dry documents  from  the  Secretary  of  the, 
ordered  to  be  printed      ....    667 

on  motion  of  Mr.  G.,  the  Secretary  of  the, 
was  directed  to  devise  and  digest  a  sys- 
tem for  the  better  organization  of  the, 
Department  -        -        -        -        -        -    673 

New  England  Mississippi  Land  Company,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Hunter,  the  memorial  of 
the,  was  referred  to  a  select  committee    -     572 
the  memorial  ordered  to  be  printed    -        -    612 
New  Orleans  Navigation  Company,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  granting  a 
lot  of  ground  to  the,  read       ...    706 
read  a  second  time -    722 


New  York,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repitssnt- 
atives  for  the  better  organiiation  of  the 
United  State  courU  within  the  Sute  o( 
read    ,  

read  a  s^nd  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 

Mr.  King  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Mayor,  dtc,  of,  referred 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  exchange  of  a  certain 
portion  of  land  in,  read 

read  a  second  time    .... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    - 
Nimmo,  Henry,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  peti< 

tion  of,  referred     .... 
Non-iniportation  Laws,  a  bill  from  the  Houm  of 
Representatives  for  more  efl^tually  eO' 
forcing  the,  read    .... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     - 

pos^)oned  to  next  session  ... 

O. 
OBkers  of  the  Army,  the  Secretary  of  ^tf  it- 
ported  a  corrected  list  of  the  . 
P. 
Page,  St^en,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Ssprs* 
sentatives  for  relief  of,  read    .       -      - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
i^eported  without  amendment;  read  a  Uuid 
time,  and  passed    .        .        .       -      • 
Parker,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Lacock  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
Partial  Appropriations,  a  bill  from  the  Home  ol 
Representatives,  making  certain,  twice 
read  and  referred  .        .        .       -       - 
reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Patents  for  Usefril  Discoveries,  a  bill  in  addition 
to  the  act  concerning,  read     .        -       • 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
•   reported  without  amendment     .       -      • 
the  third  reading  negatived        -       -       * 
Patriots,  a  btU  from  the  House  of  Represents* 
tivee  for  relief  of  the  owners  of  the,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .        -        .        -       - 
read  a  third. time,  and  passed     •        -       * 
Patterson,  Robert,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  pre- 
sented the  petition  of     -        -        •      '* 
Pay  of  the  Navy,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives concerning  the,  read   - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments         -       -       - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  - 
Paymaster  General,  a  bill  to  fix  the  salsiy  of 
the,  dbc,  read        .        -        .       -       • 
referred  to  the  Military  Committes    - 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       -        -        .       -       • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -       *       ' 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  concurred  in 
Pennsylvania,  a  letter  was  presented  with  a  new 
edition  of  the  laws  xJf    -        -       •     . ' 
the  President  transmitted  copies  of  osrtaw 
resolutions  of  the  LegislatUM  of    -    •»•  "^ 
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PentioMy  to  the  wtdews  and  orphans  of  persons 
slain  in  public  and  priTate-armed  vessels, 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

giving,  read 626 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -,  •  628 
reported  without  amendment  .  -'  .  637 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    645 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    647 
Penrj,  Oliver  H.,  and  others,  a  resolution  expres- 
sive of  the  sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallant 
conduct  of,  read     .        -        -        -        .    665 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 565 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...    566 
Pettibone,  Daniel,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the  petition 

o^  referred 613 

the  committee  discharged,  and  petition  re- 
ferred to  the  War  Department        •        •    627 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  thereon  re- 
ferred      679 

an  adverse  report  made      ....    682 
Piatt,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

sentatives  for  relief  o^  read  ...  626 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  627 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 682 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    633 
Pitchlyn,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read  three  times, 

and  passed    - 775 

Plater,  John  R.,  Mr.  Goldsborough  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         -        -        -        -    649 
the  committee  reported,  and  were  then  dis- 
charged   673 

Porter,  David,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 615 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read        -        -        -        -    629 

read  a  second  time 630 

recommitted 634 

reported  with  amendments  ...    G62 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    687 
Postmaster  General,  reports  of  the,  relative  to 

clerks  and  contracts       ....     627 
Post  Routes,  a  memorial  from  the  Legislature  of 
Indiana,  praying  an  alteration  in  certain, 

in  said  Territory 572 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 

alter  and  establish  certain,  read  -  -  666 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  •  677 
reported  with  amendments  ...  723 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  .  766 
the  House  of  Representatives  concurred, 
with  amendment  .....  772 
President  of  the  United  States,  a  jcunt  committee 

appointed  to  wait  on  the,  dec.         •        -    538 
President's  House,  a  lull  making  appropriations 

for  repairing  the,  read    ....    735 
read  a  second  time    -        .        .        .        .    738 
read  a  tlard  time,  and  passed     ...    772 
Printing  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a 

resolution  respecting  the  .  >  .  658 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -  661 
ajoint  resolution  reported,  ana  read   -        -    663 

read  a  second  time 677 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    683 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    684 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
•mended,  and  concurred  in    -        -        .    688 


P»gc. 

Produce  and  Manufactures,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Bledsoe,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  directed  to  Airnish  a  digest  of  the  in- 
formation obtained  from  the  last  census,  of    573 
report  from  said  officer  in  reply  -        -    576 

Promnrgation  of  the  Laws,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Horsey,  a  committee  was ' appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  general,  &c.  ...    667 
Public  Buildings,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gaillard,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 

thesUteofthe 726 

Public  Contracts,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 

relating  to      -        -        -        -        -        -    706 

Public  Journals,  Mr.  Daggett  submitted  a  reso- 
lution relating  to  the  distribution  of,  which 
was  twice  read,  ordered  to  a  third  reading    630 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    638 
Public  I^ands,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives giving  further  time  to  purcha- 
sers of,  to  complete  their  payments,  read    626 
read  a  second  time    .....    627 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    629 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    630 
Public  Ministers  and  Consuls,  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  conformity 
with  the  act  concerning  ...    647 

Purchasers  of  Lands  in  Mississippi  Territory,  a 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  ex- 
tending relief  to  certain,  read        .        -     736 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         .        -    788 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    772 

Q. 
Quarter  Sections  of  Land,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  authorize  the  subdi- 
vision of,  read 736 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         .        *    788 
reported  with  amendments         ...    759 
read  a  third  time,  and  indefinitely  postponed    774 
Quorum,  interchange  of  messages  with  the  House 

of  Representatives  respecting  a        .        •    537 
R. 
Rangers,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  raise 
ten  additional  companies  of,  read    .        .631 
read  a  second  time    .....    638 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    684 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    685 
Ransoming  of  Ships  and  Vessels,  a  bill  IVom  the 

House  of  Representativea  to  prohibit  the  601 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading  -  -  602 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  .  612 
the  committee  discharged  from  its  further 

consideration 774 

Records,  Mr.  Fromentin  ofiered  sundry  resolu- 
tions relating  to  the  establishment  of  a 

general  office  of 647 

agreed  to,  and  a  oommittee  appointed         -    567 
Rel^  Richard,  and  others,  Mr.  Fromentin  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         -        •    622 
Removals,  from  one  county  or  State  to  anothoc, 
being  one  of  Mr.  Fromentin's  resolutions. 
(For  which  see  Reeordi,  above.) 
RctaliatioB,  a  MMsage  from  the  Presidtent  on  the 

subject  of 767 

Return  of  Vessels  to  their  own  districts,  a  hill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  pro- 
viding for  the,  which  have  been  detamed 
elsewhere  by  the  embargo,  read      -        •    628 
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740 
759 
763 
766 

631 


Return  of  Veisels — continued.  Page, 

read  a  aeoond  time,  and  referred         •        •    629 
reported  without  amendment      -        -        -    634 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    639 
Revenue  Cutters,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives granting  pensions  to  officers, 
Ac,  serving  in,  read      -        -        -        - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments         ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   - 
Richards,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  Daggett  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  referred 
Riflemen,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  raise  five  regiments  of,  twice  read, 

and  referred 614 

reported  with  amendments        -        -        -    616 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    623 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -     623 

Roberts,  Jonathan,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 

Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  place 

of  Michael  Leib,  resigned,  produced  his 

credentials,  &c.      .        .        .        .        - 

Robertson,  Cathalrine,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the 
petition  of     -----        - 

Rodney,  Cesar  A.,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred      .... 

the  committee  discharged  from  its  further 
consideration         ..... 

Root,  Ephraim,  and  others,  Mr.  Dana  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        ... 

Russell,  Seth,  and  Sons,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of,  read    - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment    ... 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ... 


648 
569 
-    706 


774 
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663 
676 
685 
725 
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Sties  at  Auction,  a  bill  fVom  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  amend  the  act  laying  duties 
on,  read'' 


643 


646 
648 
660 
685 
686 


-     764 


741 


726 
623 


649 
678 

624 


-     571 


623 

637 


read  a  second  time 645 

referred  to  a  select  committee    ...  658 
reported  without  amendment     ...  662 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  679 
Sands,  Jo^ua,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read    ...  660 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -661 
reported  without  amendment     ...  664 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  686 
Satterwhite,  £dwin  T.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives,fbr  relief  of,  read  -        -  646 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •        -  648 

reported  with  amendments        ...  659 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  687 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  689 
Savage,  William  H.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives,  for  relief  of,  read   -        -  663 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  676 

reported  without  amendment     ...  679 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •        -  726 

Seamen,  Mr.  Fromentin  submitted  a  resolution 

respecting  the  Aiture  employment  of       -  547 
Senate,  memlMrs  present  at  the  opening  of  the 

second  session  of  the      «...  537 

election  of  a  President  pro  tempore  of  the  537 
adjournment  of  the,  to  the  last  Monday  in 

October,  read 778 

^  Shannon,  George,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, for  renewal  of  a  land  war- 
rant to  next 722 


Shannon,  George— continued.  Page, 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •        •    728 
reported  without  amendment     ...    726 
^ad  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    774 
Shawneetown,  a  bill  firom  the  House  of  Repn 
sentatives  concerning,  read    - 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment'    .        •        • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
Sheep,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robinson,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibit- 
ing by  law  the  exportation  and  transpor- 
tation of,  from  the  United  States    - 
Shotwell,  William,  dtc,  Mr.  King  presented  the 

petition  of 

Simmons,  William, the  petitioned  was  presented, 
praying  an  augmentation  of  his  salary  as 

accountant,  &c 

referred  to  a  committee      .... 
Sinking  Fund,  report  of  Commissioners  of  the 
SmiUi,  Jonathan  S.,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 
memorial  of,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Department  of  Sjtate      .... 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  thereon 
Smith,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  G.  P.  Stephenson        ... 
Smyth,  Alexander,  the  petition  of^  referred  to  the 
Military  Committee        .... 
the  said  committee  discharged,  and  the  sub- 
ject referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
a  letter  from,  laid  before  the  Senate   - 
Specie,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of,  read 

twice 

•  the  third  reading  negatived      ... 
State,  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of,  to  liqui- 
date certain  claims,  read        ... 
read  a  seeond  time    .....    726 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    772 
Stephenson,  George  P.,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred      .... 
the  committee  discharged  from  its  further 
consideration         ..... 
Stone,  David,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 544 

Stothard  and  Starkey,  Mr.  Leib  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    669 
the  committee  discharged,  and  the  petition 

referred  to  that  on  Foreign  Relations      -    670 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       ....    613 

read  a  second  time 614 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        -        -    616 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    616 
Supreme  Court,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mason,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  a  library  for  the 

use  of  the 646 

a  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  library 

for  the,  read 647 

read  a  second  time  .  .  .r  .  .  649 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee  •  -  661 
reported  with  amendments  -  -  -  661 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  687 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  6^ 
Survey  of  Coasts,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives concerning  the,  read    -        -    740 

read  a  second  time 760 

indefinitely  postponed        ....    776 


773 
778 
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774 
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Tatt,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  on  motion  ot,  a  select  com* 
mittee  was  appointed  on  ao  mach  of  the 
President's  Message  as  related  to  foreign 

afiairs 544 

Tatham,  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Giles,  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  me- 
morial o^  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 

select  committee 632 

said  committee  discharged,  and  sabject  re- 
ferred to  the  Military  Committee    -        •    639 
a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
pordiase  certain  models  ot,  read     -        -    666 

read  a  second  time 677 

indefinitely  postponed        ....    775 
Taylor,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  twice  reading  a  bill 

on  the  same  day    •        .        -        .        .    733 
Teaekle,  John,  Mr.  Goldsborough  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy 676 

report  of  that  officer  thereon     •    "  •        •    697 
r^erredio  a  select  committee    -        -        .    598 
an  adverse  report  concurred  in  •        •        -    675 
Tennessee,  a  bill  £rom  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of,  read      663 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •    676 
reported  with  amendments        ...    679 
amendments  adopted         ....    683 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •    686 
the  House  of  Representatives  do  not  concur    706 
the  Senate  innst,  and  ask  a  conference      -    706 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  the 

conference,  but  insist  on  disagreeing       •    738 
the  managers  report  modifications,  which 

were  agreed  to 740 

Thompson,  John,  Mr.  Giles  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  637 

Thorndike,  Israel,  Mr.  Gore  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred 723 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read      ...    737 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    741 
Thornton,  William,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         ....    723 
Toolmin,  Harry,  Mr.  Fromentin  presented  the 

jpetition  of 673 

referred  to  a  committee      ....    677 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  President 

communicated  'the  general  account  of  the    638 
T^asury,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  in 

obedience  to  law    ....     671,633 
Mr.  Mason  submitted  aresdution  concerning 

the,  Department,  and  Mr.  Gallatin,  Sec  -    600 
whidi  was  indefinitely  postponed       -        -    631 
Treasury  Notes,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, authorizing  the  issue  of,  read  -    638 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        •    639 
reported  without  amendment     ...    643 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    645 
Trott,  John  S.,  and  Martin  Blake,  Mr.  Gore  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         -        •    639 
an  adverse  report  concurred  in  -      '  -        -    663 

U. 

Ulmer,  George,  Mr.  Vamum  presented  the  peti- 
tion o(  referred  to  the  War  Department    647 

report  therefrom  referred  to  a  select  eom- 
mittee 663 

m  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        -    666 


Ulmer,  George— continued.                                 Page, 
read  a  second  time    .        .        •        .        -  677 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  680 
Union  Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Anderson  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of  the,  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee       .        ^        .        .        .  567 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  reatt     ...        .  569 

read  a  second  time 575 

recommitted      ......  594 

reported  with  amendments         ...  595 
indefinitely  pos^ioned        .        «.        .        .  738 
United  Brethren,  Mr.  Giles  prdbented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Society  of,  read,  Slc      -        -  635 
Unproductive  Post  Routes,  a  report  from  the  As- 
sistant Postmaster  General  on  the  subject 
of,  referred    -<-..--  678 

V. 

Vamum,  Joseph  B.,  election  of,  as  President /yre 

/em.  of  the  Senate-        ....    537 
Vessels,  a  bill  frem  the  House  of  Representatives, 
authorizing  to  be  built  or  purchased  the, 
therein  mentioned,  read         ...    650 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    657 
reported  without  amendment     .        .       •    660 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    687 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  attendance 

of  the,  in  his  place        ....    633 
Virginia,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, altering  the  time  for  holding  the 
district  courts  in  the  district  o^  read        -    663 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    676 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  tiiird 

time,  and  passed 677 

Virginia  Military  Reservation,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Worthington,  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  on  the 
survey  of  the,  was  referred  to  a  select 

committee 633 

Volunteer  Corps,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, authorizing  the  President  to 
-   retain  in  service  certain,  read         -        -    633 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  <  634 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 633 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •    iS8 
a  bill  firom  the  House  w  Representatives,  au- 
thorizing the  President  to  accept  the  ser- 
vices of,  read  a  first  aiid  second  time,  and 

referred 761 

reported  without  amendment     ...    765 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        •        -    774 

W. 

Wabash,  a  bill  firom  the  House  of  Repreeenta* 
tivea,  supplementary  to  the  act  conoemtng 

the  late  campaign  on  the,  read        -        •  663 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  676 

reported  without  amendment     .        .        -  698 

the  third  reading  negatived        ...  738 

last  vote  reconsidered,  and  bill  postponed    •  738 

again  postponed  indefinitely      ...  775 
Walkington,   George,  a  bill  firom  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of;  read    -        -  668 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -  676 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed    -        •        -        -        -  691 
War,  report  of  this  Secretary  o^  in  obedience  to 

law 564,571 

Ward,  Richard,  petition  of,  read  and  referred    -  565 
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Wvdy  Richard — continued.  Ptge- 

abillforreKefof,  read        -        -        -        -    671 
had  leave  to  -withdraw  his  petition      •        •    626 
(See  PtUenU  and  IhefiU  DtBeaveries,) 
Wadiington  Library  Company,  Mr.  Morrow  pre- 
aented  the  petition  of,  praying  an  act  of 
incorporation,  referred    ....    56d 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  tead      ...    595 
read  a  second  time    .....    598 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  '     -        -        •    599 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    690 
WeUf,  Wiliiam  H.,  6f  Delaware,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 547 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  bounty 

for  enlistments 588 

Wellsy  Mary,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, to  satisfy  the  claim  o^  read  -        -    626 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        .    627 
reported  with  amendments         ...    686 
the  third  reading  negatived        ...    637 
WhaitOD,  Jesse,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  Tennessee,  in  place  of  G.  W. 
Campbell,  resigned,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, &c 785 

White,  Jonas,  and  others,  Mr.  Vamum  present* 

ed  the  petition  oft  refmrred      ...    666 
Whitney,  John,  and  Joseph  Derr,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  tlM  relief  of, 
read  twice      ......    767 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    774 
Widows  and  Orphans  of  Militia,  dtc,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  supplemen- 
tary to  the  act  to  provide  for,  read  -    729 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        •    735 
postponed  to  next  session  ....    759, 

indefinitely  postponed        .        -        .        .    775 
Williamson,  John  P.,  and  Samuel  Rice,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  re- 
lief of,  read 729 

read  a  second  time 735 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...    767 
Wilson,  Thomas,  a  bill  sup[&ementary  to  the  act 

for  relief  of,  read 643 

read  a  second  time  -  •  -  -  •  645 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  -  687 
Woollen  Manufactures,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mason, 
a  reM>lntion  was  adopted,  requesting  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes  to  cause  to 
be  laid  before  the  Senate  a  statement  of 
the  value  of,  d^c    .....    566 

Y. 
Teas  and  Nays,  on  amending  the  Embargo  bill   551, 

552,  558,  554 

on  amending  the  House  bill  concerning  the 
regular  Army         .        .        .      595,596,597 

•n  the  bill  to  permit  the  final  departure  of 
Paul  Cuflee,  dtc. 601 

on  amending  the  l>ill  to  prohibit  the  Impor- 
tation of  certain  articles  .        -     602,611 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  same         -        -611 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  in  addition  to 
the  act  allowing  a  bounty  to  the  owners, 
^cc,  of  private  armed  veneis  -        .        .     614 

on  printing  the  Maryland  memorial   -        .    622 

on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Dana's  resolution,  call- 
ing for  the  names  of  American  prisonere 
sent  to  Great  Britain  for  trial         -        .     624 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  limits  be- 
tween Georgia  and  Mtasissippi        -        -    6t9 


Yeas  and  Nays~-^x>ntinued.  Pige. 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  satisfy  the 
claim  of  Mary  Wells      -        -        -        -    687 

on  amending  the  bill  respecting  the  retorn 
of  vessels  to  their  own  districts        -        -    688 

on  a  motion  to  adjourn      ....    640 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 
Georgia  and  Mississippi         ...    640 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same         -        -    648 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  support 
of  the  Military  establi^ment         -        -     664 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  support 
of  the  Navy 664 

on  amending  the  bill  for  the  better  organiz- 
ing, dec,  Uie  Army         ...        -    674 

on  amending  the  loan  bill  ...    676 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same         -        •    675 

on  postponing  the  bill  to  enforce  die  non- 
importation act      -        -        •        -        -    679 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  amend  the 
act  for  the  relief  of  Oliver  Evans    -        -    688 

on  the  indefinite  pos^onement  of  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act  for  calling  forth  the  militia    684 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  biU  to  autherine 
two  lotteries  in  Georgetown,  D.  0.         -    G85 
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two  dollars  per  diem  allowed  to  an  aaaistant  2006 
Clay,  Henry,  (Speaker,)  remarks  of,  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  appointing  a  committee  oir 
that  portion  of  the  Message  relating  to 
cruisers,  Ac  ..... 

address  and   resignation  o^  and  vote  of 
thanks  to      -        -        -        - 
Clerk's  Office,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Archer  a  < 

mittee  was  appointed  to  in<^ire  into  the 
state  of  the,  and  report  therein 
report  of  the  same     ... 
authority  g^ven   to  employ  an  additional 
assistant        .... 
Clerks  in  the  two  Hotises,  a  bill  from  the  Sett- 
ate  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the  - 
twico  read,  and  committed 
laid  on  the  table        .        .        .        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
Clopton,  John,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  took 
his  seat  -        -        .        - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo  2000 
Coasting  Trade,  Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  sub- 
mitted sundry  resolutions  respecting  the    938 
Mr.  King  submitted  another  on  the  same 
subject,  which  the  House  agreed  to  con- 
sider    .        -        -        -        - 
and  after  consideration  adopted 
Mr.  Wood,  of  Massachusetts,  also  submitted 
a  resolution  on  the  same  subject 
Codiran,  Robert  C,  an  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of     - 
concurred  in  by  the  House 
Cockbum,   Rear    Admiral,  correspondence  of; 

with  Commodore  Charles  Stewart 
Collectors  of  Customs,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crouch, 
the  CommiUoe  of  Waye  and  Means  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  compensa- 
tion paid  to  -  -  -  .  .  - 
report  from  said  committee 
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Columbia  Manufacturing  Company,  the  petition 
of,  referred  to  the  Committee  6n  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia   -        -        -        -        -  1864 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  twice^and  com* 

mitted  -        - 1934 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  2010 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  SOI  5 
Ctfmmei'ce  and  iManufactures,  appointment  of  the 

standing  committee  of  -        -        -        -    784 

GnamiMioner  of  Loans,  of  Maryland,  a  report 
on  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  com- 
pensation allowed  to  the         ...  1862 
Cbttmissions  granted  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in 
relation  to      -        -        -        -        -        -  3660 

Committee  of  Elections,  Mr.  King,  of  Massachu- 
setts, called  up  a  resolution  submitted  by 
him  in  June  last  for  the  appointment  of 

the,  l^  ballot 783 

the  resolution  was  negatived  ...  786 
Gompulsory  service  of  impressed  Americans,  &c. 
Documents  accompanying  the  President's 
Message,  showing  the  manner  in  which 
war  is  waged  by  the  enemy  .  .  ,  2278 
C#mBteck»  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  encour- 
age enlistments 930 

on  the  resolutions  concerning  the  coasting 

trade 1068 

CoBOord,  N.  H.,  Mr.  Webster  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  the  inhabitants  of,  on  the  subject 
of  distilled  spirits,  referred      ...  1577 
Condict,  Mr.,  of  New  Jersey,  made  a  report  from 

the  Committee  of  Revisal,  &c       t        -    791 
Congress,  Mr.  Macon  submitted  a  resolution  for 
the  adjournment  of,  on  tlie  seventh  March 

next 1200 

amended  by  changing  the  day,  and  referred 

to  a  joint  committee  ....  I28d 
report  of  said  committee  fixing  the  eleventh 

April,  concurred  in  -  -  -  .  1800 
the  Senate  concurred  with  an  amendment  -  2006 
the  eighteenth  April,  fixed  by  the  Senate, 

agreed  to  -  ....  .  2006 
a  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting 

of,  twice  read 1958 

laid  on  the  table 1959 

the  day  altered  to  last  Monday  in  October, 

and  the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  2002 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  2003 
Constitution,  Mr.  Pickens  submitted  a  resolution 

to  amend  the 797 

referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole        -    798 
resolution  disagreed  to       -        -        -        -     849 
Mr.  Jackson,  of  Virginia,  submitted  a  reso- 
lution to  amend  the       -        -        -        -    849 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole        -     861 
Mr.  Grundy  submitted  a  resolution  of  the 
LegisUture  of  Tennessee,  proposing  an 
amendment  to  the,  committed  te  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole      ....  1264 
Contingent  Expenses,  the  President  transmitted 

an  account  of  the 936 

Controversies  between  States,  Mr.  Desha  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
Kentucky  on  the  subject  of    -        -        -  1434 
referred  to  the  Jodidary  Committee   -        -  1471 
a  bill  prescribing  the  mode  of  deciding,  twice 
read,  and  committed       •        -        -        -     183 


Page. 

Cooper,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  the  Committee  ob 
Revision  of  the  Militia  Laws  were  inr 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  provision  for  paying  the  expeosei 
of  the  militia  eddied  out  to  defend  the 
several  States*  dec.         -        -       -       -   7$7 

Cooped,  Captain,  letters  from  to  the  Lieutenant 

Governor  of  Virginia      -        -       -       -  M38 

Copper  Coins,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert  a  com« 
nHttee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  the,  of  the  United 

States I860. 

a  report  that  it  was  inexpedient,  coneuired 
in 1877 

Costs,  ^c,  in  United  States  Courts,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Pitkin,  the  Judiciary  Committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  concerning  the  801 

Cotton,  remarks  on  the  growth  and  manufi^ore 

of 3W5 

Courtney,  John  T.    (See  Harrison,  SarmnL) 

Coxe,  Tench,  letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  manoftO' 
•    tures,  Ac *57J 

Crawfo/d,  William  U.,  the  President  tranfimttad 
the  correspondence  of,  with  the  Fiench 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affiun  -  -  - 10*7 
papers  touching  the  reception  of,  in  Franes, 
transmitted  in  compliance  with  a  resolti- 
tion  of  the  House  -        -        -       ".     "^ 

Crawford,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  -  ISJ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  1*» 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment  177* 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  IW 
the  amendment  concurred  in     -       '       -  ^^ 

Creighton,  Mr.,  submitted  a  lesolution  od  ^   ^ 
subject  of  paying  the  militia   -       .       -  9w 

Crimes  against  the  United  States,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Ingersoll  the  Judiciary  Committet 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  more  eflfoctually  for 
the  punishment  of         ..--«» 

Criminal  Intercourse  with  the  Enemy,  Naval 

General  Order  on  the  subject  of     -       •  ^ 

Crouch,  Bdward,  of  Pennsylvania,  elected  to 
supply  the  place  of  Mr.  Groninger,  re- 
signed,  appeared,  was  qualified,  dtc.       -  ^ 

Crowninshield,  Benjamin  W.,  a  billfer  relief  o^ 

read  twice     -        -        -        -        *       '  IS 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -       -  ^ 

Cruisers  of  Powers  at  war  with  our  enemy,  on 
motion  of  My.  Clay  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed on  so  much  of  the  Message  ai 
relates  to ^ 

Crutchfield,  Major,  letter  from,  to  Governor  Ba^ 

hour,  of  Virginia   -        -         -        -       -  83* 

CufTee,  Paul,  (a  colored  man,)  Mr-  Wheaton  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce  and  Manufactures         -        .       -  88» 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  de- 
parture of,  with  vessel,   dice,   to  Sierra 
Leone  -        -        r        -         -        "       "  *^S 
.    read  twice,  and  referred     -         *        -       -  ^^^ 
report  of  the  committee  thereon  ordered  to 

be  printed      -        -        -         -        -       "  ^*? 
the  third  reading  of  the  bill  negatived         -  I^ 

Culpeper,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  right  of  expa- 

triation ...        *         .        .       -  1W» 


speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill 
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Tage. 
Ctunberland  Road,  the  President  transmitted  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  the  subject  of  the     -        -        -        -  1047 
Cuthbert,  Alfred,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified  and 

took  his  seat 1248 

Cutler,  Jervis,  a  bill  ibr  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 

committed 1696 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1958 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  2003 
Cutts,  Thomas,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  debated  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  and  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims  -        -        -  2006 

D. 
Bale,  Commodore,  a  bill  for  relief,  of  twice  read, 

and  committed 794 

reported  witho^it  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 797 

I                read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -    801 
Dardin,  Amey,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gholson,  the 
petition  of,  presented  in  1 804,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Rev- 
olutionary Claims 849 

Daschkoff,  Mr.  de,  letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of 

'State 2087 

Davis,  Samuel,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 812 

Dawson,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  the  standing  com- 
mittees were  appointed  ....    783 
the  death  of,  announced  by  Mr.  Eppcs       -  1934 
resolutions  of  respect         ....  1985 
I  the ,  Speaker  was  instructed  to  inform  the 

,  Executive  of  Virginia  of  the  death  of    -  2003 

Dawson,   John,  deposition  of,  respecting    the 
I  massacre  of  prisoners     ....  2324 

Dearborn,  Major  General,  correspondence  of, 
I                   with  the  Secretary  of  War      -        -        -  2354 
I       Debt  of  the  United  States,  the  Speaker  laid  before 
the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
[                  the  Treasury  transmitting  a  revised  state- 
ment of  the   2019 

g      Defence,  facts  relating  to  such  manufactures  as 

are  useful  or  necessary  to       -        •        -  2598 
I      Depredations  by  Soldiery,  Mr.  Pickering  submit- 
ted a  resolution  concerning    -        -        -    814 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 

^  fairs 815 

Deoha,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  rifle- 
men     -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1184 

remarks  of,  on  the  petition  of  the  Moravians  1577 
on  his  motion  respecting  the  issue  of  Treas- 
\  ury  Notes     -        -        -        -    '    -        -  1953 

Destitute  and  distressed  American  Seamen,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Baylies,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
'  paying  the  transportation  of  -        -        *    813 

'  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 

'  make  an  additional  allowance  to  owners 

of  vessels  for  bringing  home,  twice  read  1862 
'  ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  2005 

'  •  read  a  third  time,  aud  passed     ...  2008 

J>|^eflt  of  Manufactures,  report  of  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  a     -        -  2570 
'  I>irect  Tax,  a  bill  to  amend  the  seventh  section 
of  the  act  to  lay  and  collect  a,  twice  read, 

&c. 823 

reported  withput  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading 855 


Direct  Tax — continued.  Page* 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -    855 
Mr.  Rhea  presented  a  resolution  of  the  I/egis- 
lature  of  Tennessee  respecting  a  more 
equitable  distribution  among  the  States  of 
the,  referred 1186 

Disabled  Officers,  Soldiers,  Marines,  Ac,  Mr. 
Ingersoll  submitted  a  resolu^on  concern- 
ing a  provision  for  ....     796 

District  Attorney  of  New  York,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Sherwood,  the  Judiciary  Committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  amount 
of  fees  and  perquisites  to  the  •        -    930 

District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  for  the     -        •        -        -    784 

Doeuments,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing  members  to  frank 

certain 786 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  read  three  times,  and 

passed 787 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Pickering  all  printed,  or- 
dered to  be  numbered,  &c     ...    790 

Domestic  Distilled  Liquors,  a  bill  to  change  the 

tax  on,  was  indefinitely  postponed  -        ^  2011 

Doyle,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

committed     ......  1434 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  lie  over 1876 

Duties  and  Drawbacks,  the  Speaker  laid  before 
the  House  a  letter  from  the  acting  Secre-  . 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  with  a  statement  of  1007 

Duties  on  Domestic  Spirits,  the  committee  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred  reported 
the  inexpediency  of  altering  the  act  con- 
cerning   1878 

Dyes  and  Paints,  digest  of  the  manufiusture  of  -  2590 

E. 
Earle,  Elias,  of  South  Carolina,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat  ......    805 

Earthquakes,  Mr.  Hempstead  presented  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri  Ter- 
ritory, praying  Congress  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  sufferers  by  the  late,  referred  1534 
Ejections,  appointment  of  the  Committee  of  -  786 
Elizabeth  City,  North  Carolina,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  making,  the  port  of  entry  for 

Camden 1946 

read  three  times,  and  passed      -        -        -  1946 

Ellis,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice       -  1245 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .  1695 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        .        -  1697 

Ely,  William,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat -    784 

Embargo,  Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  resolution  to 

suspend  the 1770 

a  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the 
bistrict  of  Columbia,  praying  a  repeal  or 
modification  of  the         ....  1798 
Mr.  Gaston  submitted  a  resolution  to  repeal 

the 1867 

the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  re- 
ported a  bill  to  repeal  the,  which  was 
twice  read       -        -        -  .        .  1947 

referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole        -  1948 
reported  to  the  House  after  much  debate    -  1983 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley  the  third  section 
was  struck  out  in  Committee  of  the  Whde  1984 
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on  which  the  Hpuse  refused  to  concur  -  1986 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  2000 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -2001 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2011 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  agreed  to  -  2014 
a  confidential  Message  from  the  President 

recommending  an  immediate  ...  2031 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions    ..-.-.,  2032 
then  follow  the  proceedings  on  the  bill  lay- 
ing an  -        -        .        -        .        -        .  2032 
(See  Secret  Proceedings.) 
Enlistments,  a  bill  for  encouraging,  dbc^  in  the 

regular  army,  read  twice,  dec.         -        .    872 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       .....     936 

read  a  third  time 939 

and  after  long  debate  passed  ...  979 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments^  1093 
amendments  disagreed  to  .  .  .  .  1094 
the  Senate  insist  and   ask  a  conference, 

which  is  agreed  to .        -        .        .        .  1114 
report  of  the  managers  of  said  conference    -  1 132 
the  report  concurred  in      ....  1140 
Enterprise,  Brig,  account  uf  the  engagement  of 
the,  with  and  capture  of  the  British  brig 

Boxer   - 2660 

Eppes,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Hanson's  reso- 
lutions         .    810 

on  the  partial  appropriation  bill  .        .    860 

on  the  resolution  respecting  blue  lights      .  1127 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  print  the  Mary- 
land memorial        .....  1223 
on  the  loan  bill  .....  i269 

on  (he-National  Bank  ....  I8GI 
remarks  of;  on   the  resolution   respecting 

Treasury  notes 1961 

in  reply  to  Mr.  fiassett      ....  1962 
on  the  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Congress     .        .        .        .        .  1966 
Enron  in  designating  tracts  of  Land,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
pravision  by  law  for        -        -        -        -    803 
a  bill  to  that  efiect  reported,  and  indefinitely 

postponed 1967 

Estimates  tor  the  current  year,  the  Speaker  laid 
befoi;e  the  House  a  letter  fix)m  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  enclosing  his      -  1068 
Evans,  David  R.,  of  ^uth  Carolina,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat    .        .        .        .        -    792 
Evans,  Oliver,  a  report  on  several  petitions  re- 
lating to  the  patent  rights  of  .        .        -    866 
Mr.  Fisk  presented  sundry  petitions  of  a 

•imilar  character 1248 

a  bUl  to  extend  the  time  of  the  patent  right 

of,  read  twice,  &c.  .        -   .     -        .  1471 

papers  relating  to  the  patent  right  of  »        -  2666 
Exportation  of  Specie,  a  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  from  the  presidents  of 
banks  in  Baltimore,  recommending  a  law 
prohibiting  the       -        -        -        -        -  2660 


Failure  of  our  Arms,  ^c,  Mr.  Bradley  submit- 
ted a  resolution  for  a  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  causes  of  the,  on  the  northern 

frontier 819 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed         -    822 


Faili^  of  our  Arms — continued.  Pags. 

toe  President  transmitted  a  report  from  the 

Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  the  -  IJM 
a  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Miller  on  the 

subject  of,  was  rejected  -        .       -       -  M30 
documents  relating  to  the,  transmitted  by  the 
President       .        -        .  .     -       -       -  S85S 
Fanning,  Henry,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed IISS 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        -       -       •  1433 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -       •       -  143S 
Farmer,  Thomas,  Mr.  Jackron  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -        -        -        -       -   813 
Farmers*  Bank  of  Alexandria,  a  bill  to  extend 

the  charter  o(  read  twice,  dtc        -      -  H^ 
Fanners  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Georgetown, 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  dtc    183( 
Farrow,  Mr.,  of  South  Carolina,  remarks  0^  on 

fttrioughs  to  the  army  -  .  .  -  M9 
on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistments,  dec.  -  ^30 
on  the  resolutions  concerning  the  coasting 

^      trade 105» 

on  the  right  of  expatriation        .       -      -  IWB 
on  the  bill  granting  certain  privileges  to  the 

people  of  Nantucket  *-  -  •  -  IH^ 
on  Mr.  Hanson's  motion  relative  totbeTa^ 

reau  letter •  l^^O 

speech  of,  on  the  Tazoo  claims  -       - 1850, 189^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  a 

National  Bank       -        -        -        -       '  ^^ 
on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 
specie,  dtc     -        -        -        -     .   -       "  ^^^ 
Ferguson,  Hugh,  Mr.  logersoll  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         -        -        -       -  811 
Finances,  report  from  the  Treasury  Department 

on  the  state  of  the,  referred    -        .       -   871 
Findley,  Mr.,  remarks  of;  on  the  resolution  to 
appoint  the   Committee  of  Elections  by 

ballot '  '^ 

on  Mr.  Sharp's  resolution  .        -        .  '    -  881 
on  postponing  Mr.  Jackson's  resolution  to 

amend  the  Constitution  -        -       •  Iw 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -        -       -  ^^ 

remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  respecting  a  Na- 

tional  Bank ^^ 

on  the  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meet- 
ing  of  Congress      -        -         -        -       -  19* 
Pine  Arts  and  Sciences,  effect  of  the,  on  theim- 

provement  of  manufactures     -        -       -  3635 
Fire  Insurance  Company  in  Alexandria,  a  bill  Co 

incorporate  the,  read  twice,  ^cc  -  '  ^\i 
a  bill  from  ihe  Senate  to  the  same  effect  -  1^ 
read  twice  and  committed  -        -       •  ^** 

reported  with  amendment,  -and  ordered  ^  a 

third  reading  -        -         -        *       '  ^S 

read  a  third  time,  and  paned  as  amended  -  17^' 
Fishbury,  Massachusetts,  Mr.    Reed  presented 

the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of       -  ^^ 
Fisheries,  benefits  resulting  to  the,  from  mana- 

factures ^ 

Fisk,  Mr.,  of  NewTTork,  presented  the  petition 

of  Isaac  Williams,  jr.,  -  -  "  -  -  ^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  appoint  a 

Lieutenant  General  -  -  .  -  856 
on   Mr.  King's  resolution   respecting  the 

coasting  trade        -        -         -         -        -  KM' 
on  the  resolution  respecting  Uue  lights      -  1^^ 
on  the  motion  to  inquire  concerning  Tur- 
rau's  letter H*' 
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speech  of^  on  the  hill  to  raiee  three  regiments 
of  riflemen    ------  1157 

remarks  of,  on  suhmitting  a  resolution  con- 
cerning army  contractors        -        .        .  1231 
on  the  National  Bank        ....  1863 

on  the  motion  concerning  Treasury  notes  •  1953 
Fisk,  Mr.,  of  Vermont,  made  a  favorable  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  Isaac  Williama,  jr.  792 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Sharp's  resolutions  -  880 
on  furloughs  to  the  army  -  .  -  -  878 
on  Mr.  Wright's  resolution  ...  883 
on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistments  -  -  934 
on  the  right  of  expatriation  ...  1096 
on  the  Senate  amendment  to  the  bill  to  raise 

riflemen 1263 

on  the  increased  bounty  on  prisoners  -  1806 

on  the  Yazoo  claims  ....  1852, 1908 
on  introducing  a  resolution  respecting  the 
1  execution  of  the  revenue  laws        -        -  2090 

Fite  Tears'  Enlistments,  a  Mil  authorizing  the 
President  to  raise  fourteen  of  the  regi- 
ments for,  or  during  the  war,  read  twice, 
and  committed       .....    873 
^  a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tener, 

read  twice,  and  referred  to  same      -        -    900 
debate  od  the  bill  in  Committee    of  the 

Whole 981 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 1092 

read  a  third  time,  and  debated    -        -        .  1099 
final  passage  of  the  bill,  as  amended  -        *  1113 
i  returned  from  the  Senate  with  disagreement, 

and  the  House  receded  -        -        -       ,;  1114 
I         Flags,  ScCf  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seybert,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
(  expediency  of  collecting  and  preserving 

the,  captured  from  the  enemy         -        -    796 
I                a  report  from  said  committee     -        .        -  1237 
I                sundry  documents  in  relation  to          •        -  1241 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  collection  and  pres- 
ervation of  the,  read  twice,  dec.       -        -  1243 
I                ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -        .  1958 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  2003 
Flax,  digest  of  the  manufactures  of  -        -        -  2587 
I        Floating  Batteries,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  author- 
izing the  President  to  cause  to  be  built    -  1433 
I                read  twice,  and  committed          ...  1435 
reported  without  amendment,  and  recom- 
mitted   1471 

reported  with  amendment  ...  18OO 

I  ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1803 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1804 
Flotilla,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  authoriaing  the 
appointment  of  certain  officers  for  the, 

service 2003 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  2005 
reported  without  amendment,  and  committed  2009 
again  reported,  and  ordered  to  third  reading  2015 
\  read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -2019 

Foreign  Aflbirs,  appointment  of  a  Committee  on    785 
Foreign  Gold  Coins,  communication  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  on  the  subject  of  2650 
Foreign  Intercourse,  a  Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent transmitting  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  of  the  expenses  of, 
with  numerous  documents      ...  1284 
Foreign  Licenses,  Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts, 

submitted  a  resolution  teaching      -        -  2020 
resolution  rejected 2022 


Page. 
Foreign  Vessels  of  War,  a  bill  concerning  the 
use  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States  by,  read  twice, -&c.      ...  1837 

Forsyth,  John,  of  Georgia,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat  -        -        -        -        -        -    790 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  allowing  further  time 

to  purchasers  of  public  lands  -  -  .  1234 
speecn  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ...  1590 

on  the  Yazoo  claims 1890 

France,  Mr.  Hanson  submitted  sundry  resolu- 
tions respecting  our  relations  with  -        -    809 
which  were  laid  upon  the  table  -        -        -    812 
Mr.  Hanson  withdrew  the  above  and  sub- 
mitted two  others 886 

the  first  of  which  was  agreed  to         -        -    890 
the  second  resolution  negatived  -        -    900 

Mr.  Roberts  renewed  the  resolution  of  Mr. 

Hanson  -  -  -  •  -  .  .  901 
which  was  ngreed  to,  af^  debate  -  -  927 
Mr.  Gaston  submitted  a  resolution  asking 

information  touching  our  relations  widi  -  2016 
which  bill,  slightly  amended,  was  agreed  to  2017 
a  Message  from  the  President  transmitting 

a  reply  to  the  resolution  ...  2027 

papers  transmitted  by  the  Preaident,  conoem- 
ug  our  relations  with,  (Appendix)  -  2061 

Franklin,  Meshack,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat    -        -        -        .        .    793 
French  Decrees,  on  motion,  of  Mr.  Webster,  the 
Message  of  the  last  session  transmiltiDg 
a  reply  to  his  resolutions  on  the  subject 
of  the,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

the  Whole 825 

Frenchtown,  Maryland,  account  of  the  pillage 

and  destruction  of         -        -        -        .  2287 
Fruit,  digest  of  manu&cturea  from    -        .        .  2591 
Furloughs,    Mr.  Gkosvenor  submitted  a  reso- 
lution on  the  subject  of  •        -        *        -    867 
which  was  laid  on  the  taUe        ...    371 
the  resolution  was  taken  up,  and  agreed  to    873 
G. 
Gaete,  the  Duke  o^  copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  ^ 

Count  of  Sussy 2072 

Gbston,  William,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat 787 

speech  of,  on   Mr.  Pickens's  resolution  to 

amend  the  Constitution  ....  885 
on  the  amendment  of  the  same,  as  to  the 

mode  of  choosing  electors,  &c.  -  -  851 
remarks  of^  on  Mr.  Wright's  resolutbn  -  887 
on  Mr.  Hanson's  resolution  -  .  .  899 
on  his  proposed  amendment  to  that  efiect  by 

Mr.RoberU 922 

on   his    own    resolution    concerning  the 

Canadas 1054 

in  reply  to  the  Speaker's  remark  as  to  die 

rules  of  the  House  ....  1055 
on   the  bill  to  prohibit  the  ransoming  of 

vessels 1185 

speech  of,  on  the  Maryland  memorial  -        •  1220 
remarks  of,  in  explanation  .        -        .  1227 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -  -  -  .  1543 
on  his  resolution  to  repeal  the  embargo  -  1866 
remarks  of,  on  the  Yazoo  claims  -  -  1921 
on  the  National  Bank  -  -  -  -  1945 
on  introducing  a  resolution  respecting  our 
relations  with  France  -  -  •  -  2016 
General  Court  Martial,  proceedings  of  the,  in  the 

case  of  General  Hull      ....  2526 
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General  Land  Office,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
Home  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of 

the        -        - 818 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Lattimore,  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the,  was  directed  to  report  con- 
cerning certain  purchasers  of  lands  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory      -        -        -        -  1300 
r^iort  of  the  said  Commissioner  in  reply    -  1234 
Georgetown,  D.  C,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  au- 
thorizing two  lotteries  in        -        -        -  1918 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  1923 
reported  without  amendment,  and  commit- 
ted         1928 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany to  supply,  wi^  pure  water     •        -  2003 
read  twice,  and  ordered  te  a  third  reading  -  2005 
read  a  third  time,  slightly  amended,  and 

passed 2008 

Georgia,  Mr.  Troup  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  peiaons  m,  respecting  the  improve- 
ment of  internal  navigation,  dbc,  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  -  844 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  Uie  expediency  of 
continuing  in  force  the  act  declaring  the 
assent  of  Congtess  to  an  act  of  the  State 

of 1160 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  (embracing  Maryland 

also,)  read  twice 1913 

(See  Maryland  and  Georgia,) 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  efiect     -  1929 
read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1932 
a  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act 
granting  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an  act 
of  the  State  of,  concerning  the  harbor- 
master and  health  officer  of  Savannah,  and 
St.  Marys,  twice  read,  and  committed     -  2008 
Gholaon,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  petition 
oif  John  Taliaferro,  contesting  Uie  election 
of  the  sitting  member,  Mr.  Hungerford   -    790 
remarks  o(  on  Mr.  Pickering's  resolution 

<:oncerning  the  depredations  of  soldiers  -    814 
on  the  resolution  respecting  furloughs        -    869 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Hanson's  second  resolu- 
tion (Turreau's  letter)    -        -        -        -    894 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 
Naval  Establishment     -        -        -        -  1011 
,  on  the  Senate  amendment  to  the  bill  to  raise 

riflemen         ....         1259,  1260 
on  the  Yazoo  claims  •        -        -         1911,1918 
Gibson,  Jacob,  letter  from,  respecting  the  de- 
struction committed  by  the  enemy  on  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland    -        -        -  2298 
CHzard,  Stephen,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        -  1864 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1864 
the  petition  of,  respecting  his  ship  Mon- 
tesquieu, referred 1811 

an  adverse  report  concurred  in  •        -        -  1957 
the  memorial  of,  for  remission  of  penalties 

and  forfeitures 2555 

Glass,  manufactures  of 2628 

Gold  or  Silver  Coins,  or  Bullion,  a  bill  to  pro- 
hibit the  exportation  of,  read  twice,  ^c  1948 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        *  2014 
indefinitely  postponed        -        -        -        -  2018 
Gold,  Silver,  and  the  finer  mixed  metals,  manu- 
factures from         2614 
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Goldsborough,  Charles,  of  Maryland,  sjipeaisii 

and  took  his  seat 1143 

remarks  of,  on  printing  the  Marylaad  me- 
morial     1209,  1211 

on  the  Senate  bill  giving  increased  bouotj 

on  prisoners  -        -        -       -       -      -  1806 

Government,  a  bill  for  support  of,  read  twice  -  1565 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  •  •  1832 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  1853 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmeaU  1883 
Graham,  John,  letters  fit>ra,  to  Mr.  Ruisell  -  3079 
memorandum  of  the  converaatien  of,  vith 

Mr.  Baker 2079 

Grain,  importance  to  the  farmer  of  manofto- 

tures  from      -        .        .        -        -       -  2592 
Great  Britain,  a  message  transmitting  a  corret- 

pondence  on  our  relations  with      -       •   355 
copy  of  the  papers  communicated      -      -  2063 
Greenwood,  Jonathan,  deposition  of,  respecting 

the  conduct  of  tiie  enemy,  &c.       -      •  2291 
Grosvenor,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Sharp's  le- 

solutions 860 

on  introducing  a  resolution  respecting  fv- 

loughs  -  ...  -  -  -  866 
in  defence  of  the  same  -  -  .  -  808 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Wright's  resolution  -  863 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Hanson's  second  nsoln- 

Uon       - 897 

on  the  letter  of  Turreau  -  -  .  •-  908 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Hanson's  amendment  to 

Mr.  Roberts's  resolution  -  -  -  916,  IIM 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Roberts  -  -  U** 
sj^ech  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohiiNt  the  riD* 

somicg  of  vessels l^'' 

on  the  Maryland  memorial  -  1212,  1222 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  amendment  to 

the  bill  to  raise  riflemen  -  -  1369, 1261 
on   the  resolution   respecting  a  National 

Bank  -  -  .  *^  -  .  -  .1942 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo  -  -  1^ 
on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of 

gold  and  silver  coin,  dtc.         -        -       -  ^^^ 
Grundy,  Felix,  of  Tennessee,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat JJJ 

remarks  of,  on  the  right  of  expatriation  -  1^ 
on  the  Nantucket  bill  -  -  -  •  l^J* 
on  the  blue  lights  resolution  -  -  -  ^^^ 
on  the  resolution  concerning  army  cootraet- 

ors -      ;1«» 

on  the  bill  for  the  return  of  vessels  to  their 

own  districts  -  -  -  -  "  '  ^*2 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -  *  "*  '  « 
remarks  of,  on  the  Yaxoo  daimn  -  -  ^^ 
on  his  resolution  respecting    a   National 

Bank 1942,19^ 

on  the  resolution  respecting  Treasury  notet  19^ 

1952 

on  the  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress      -        -        -       -  195* 

on  the  Ull  to  prohibit  the  exportation  ^     . 
specie,  &c.    -        -        -        -        .       -  2017 
Gnenin,  J.  B.,  a  prisoner  on  board  an  English 

ship,  the  memorial  of,  was  referred  ^  <^   ^ 
Secretary  of  State-        -...-»'* 

H. 


Hale,  Mr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  remarks  of,  on 
the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exporUtion  of 
specie,  &c    ---.-• 
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Hall,  Wflliam,  of  New  Hampelure,  i^^ared  and 

took  hia  aeat 812 

Hall,  Mr.,  of  Georgia,  retnukf  oi,  on  the  reaoln- 

tion  concerning  army  contractors   -        -  1232 

OB  the  bill  attaching  certain  lands  to  the 

'  Canton  district      .        .        ^        .        .  1244 

on  the  Yazoo  claims  ....        -  1862 

on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo        «•        -  2001 

Hallowell,  Edward,  a  bill  for  relief  c^,  read  twice, 

and  committed 1957 

Hamilton,  George,  a  bill  for  reUef  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed       .....  2004 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  2025 
Hampton,  Virginia,  outrages  committed  at        -  2830 
letter  to  the  editor  of  the  Richmond  En- 
quirer, on  the  outrages  at        ...  2340 
Hampton,  General  Wade,  correspondence  of, 

with  the  Secretary  of  War     -        -        -2401 
Hanover,  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Webster  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 

of 844 

Hanson,  Alexander  C,  of  Maryland,  appeared 

and  took  bis  seat 783 

^ech  of,  on  introducing  resolutions  respect- 

ing  our  relations  with  France         -        -    808 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Eppes        ...        -    810 
.  on  Mr.  Wright's  resolution        -        -        -    886 
on  his  own  resolution  respecting  Turreau's 

letter 890 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Roberts      -        -        -        -    901 
on  his  amendment  to  Mr.  Roberts's  resolu. 

tion 913 

on  printing  the  Maryland  memorial   -        •  1225 
remarks  of,  on  submitting  another  resolution 

concerning  the  Turreau  letter         -        •  1236 
speech  of,  on  the  biU  for  the  return  of  Tas- 
sels to  their  own  districts        ...  1268 

on  the  loan  bill 1371 

Hargrove,  Captain  William,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Jennings,  the  Military  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
compensating,  &c.  ....    856 

Harris,  Thomas  K.,  of  New  York,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Shipherd,  the  Committee  of  £Uec- 
tions  was  instructed  to  inquire  conoeming 
the  title  of,  to  a  seat       ....     804 
affirmative  report  of  said  committee  refoired 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole      -        -    823 
concurrence  reported  and  confirmed  by  the 

House 1859 

Harrison,  Major  General,  extract  of  a  letter  from, 

to  the  Secretary  of  War  ...  2317 

correspondence  of,  with  the  Secretary  of 

War 2386 

Harrison,  Samuel,  and  John  T.  Courtney,  a  re.  - 
port  on  the  petition  of,  refereed  to  the 
Secretory  of  the  Navy    -        .        -        -  1869 
report  of  said  officer  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table 2026 

Hasbionek,  Abraham,  of  New  Yoric,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat 791 

HoTTO  de  Grace,  an  account  of  the  conduct  of 

the  army  at 2302 

Hawes,  Aylett,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat 804 

Hawkins,  Joseph  H.,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  certificates  of  the  elections  of,  in 
place  of  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  re- 
signed, referred      1923 


Hawkins,  Joseph  H.^— continued.  Pi^. 

appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  -  1928 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  a 
National  Bank       -        -        .  1954,  1965 

Hay,  John  B.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

committed     ......  1995 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  2028 
Hemp,  digest  of,  the  manufacture  of  -        .  258^ 

Hempstead,  Edward,  delegate  from  Missouri  Ter- 
ritory, appeared,  &c,      ....    782 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  final  adjustment 
of  titles  to  lands  in  Louisiana  and  Mis- 
souri Territory 1832 

Henderson,   Frisby,  affidavit  of,  in  relation  to 

pillage,  dtc,  by  the  enemy      ...  2286 
Henrick,  Brigantine,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson, 
the  claim  of  the  Danish  Government  for 
rmtitution  in  the  case  of  the,  was  referred  ^ 

to  the  Committee  of  Claims   ...    803 
a  bill  to  enable  the  President  to  make  resti- 
tution for  the,  read  twice,  dec.         -        -  1957 
Highwassce,  Mr.  Rhea  presented  a  letter  ftt>m 

the  United  States*  agent  at,  referred        -  1876 
Hodgson,  Rebecca,  report  on  the  petition  of,  read 

and  committed 66^ 

Hoffinan,  Lieutenant  Robert,  of  &e  Navy,  certi- 

cate  of,  in  respect  to  impressed  Americans  2278 
Hogan,  Michael,  Mr.  Miller  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .....    812 
a  bill  to  compensate,  read  twice  -        -    818 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...  1244 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  126it 
Hook,  Moses,  a  bill  granting  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to,  read  twice    ....     806 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    818 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    823 
Hopkins,  Samuel  M.,  of  New  Yoik,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat    .....  112S 
speech  of,  introducing  a  resolution  concern- 
ing  losses  on  the  .Niagara  frontier  -        -  llTO 
Homer,  Maria,  Mr.  Ingersoll  presented  the  peti- 

tion  of,  referred 812 

Horses  of  Volunteers,  6cc.,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

Desha,  the  Military  Committee  were  in. 

,  structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

paying  for,  lost  on  the  Canada  expedition    700 

a  bill  allowing  compensation  for,  6cc,,  read 

twice,  and  committed     >        -        -  '     -    844 
reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 2019 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  2019 
House  of  Representatives,  members  present  at 

lh6  meeting  of  the  ....    78I 

adjournment  of  the    -        -        -        -        -  2031 
Howell,  Nathanial  W.,  of  New  York,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat    -        -        -        -        *  1 128 
Hughes,  Joseph  S.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 

and  committed       .....  2019 
Hull,  Brigadier  General,  trial  of,  by  general  court 

martial 2524 

Humiliation  and  Prayer,  resolution  and  proola- 

mation,  appointing  a  day  of  -        •        -  2678 
Humphreys,  Mr.,  presented  the  petition  of  sdndry 
inhabitante  of  Tennessee,  praying  that 
oertain  lands  may  be  set  apart  to  satifiy 
warrants  issued,  dito.,  reforred         .        *    889 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ....  1854 
Hungerford,  John  P.,  election  of,  contested  by 

John  Taliaferro 790 
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Httiigerford,  John  P. — continued.  Page, 

report  of  Uie  Committee  of  Elections  in  tbe 

caie  of,  read 1200 

tbe  aaid  report  disagreed  to  by  the  Houee  1201 
decieion  uf  the  House  confirming,  in  his  seat  1471 

I. 

Illinois  Territory,  a  bill  confirming  certain  claims 

to  land  in,  read  twice  ....  1370 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1863 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1864 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2019 
read  and  concurred  in  -  -  .  -  2022 
a  report  on  the  resolution  of  sundry  inhabi- 

tants  of 1923 

Importations,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House 
a  letter  from  the  acting  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  containing  two  statements  of, 
in  American  and  foreign  vessels,  for  one 
year,  Ac.       -        -        .        .        .        .873 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  prohibit  certain    -  1199 
twice  read,  and  referred     ....  1289 
a  Message  from  tbe  President  in  relation  to, 
and  exjportations,  referred       -        -        -  1984 
Iviports  and  Tonnage,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKim 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  laws  laying  and  collect- 
ing duties  on 855 

Iiaypressed  Seamen,  reasons  assigned  by  the  Brit- 
ish Admiralty,  for  refusing  to  discharge  -  2222 
Incorporated  Banks,  oi)  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  permit  any,  to  discount,  ^.,  without 
stamps,  on  certain  conditions  ...  801 
Ijtffease  of  the  Army,  report  made  to  the  Senate 

by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  relation  to  an  2349 
Indian  liands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  extending  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  to,  dec.  -  -  806 
Indian  Titles,  Mr.  Rhea  also  presented  sundry 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Tennes- 
see, concerning  the  extinguishment  of,  re- 
ferred     1283 

Indiana  Territory,  the  Speaker  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Legislature  x>f,  praying  pay- 
ment of  their  mUitia,  referred  -        -        -    813 
Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  petition  of  the 

same,  respecting  the  judges  of,  referred  -  1123 
Mr.  J.  also  presented  another,  protesting 

against  certain  acts  of  the  Governor  of    -  1243 
a  bill  to  define  more  explicitly  the  duties  of 
the  General  Court  of,  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted  --.....  1244 
reported  without  amendment,  recommitted  1865 
reported  with  amendment,  and  referred       -  1877 
committee  discharged  from  its  further  con- 
sideration       1961 

tiM  third  reading  of  the  bill  rejected   -        -  2002 
a  bill  to  establish  the  mode  of  laying  ofS,  into 

dirtriets,  d»:.,  twice  read  ...  1333 
mad  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1433 
Infimtry,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  tbe  mili- 
tary committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  authoriiing  the 
President  to  change  any  portion  of  the, 
into  artillery  men 801 


Ingersoll,  Mr.,  submitted  a  leeolution  for  t  eom- 

mittee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

making  prbvision  for  the  support  of  dm- 

bled  officers,  soldiers,  and  marines  -      •  796 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  post 

office  patronage  -  -  -  -  864,  IM5 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Webster  -  -  -  -  951 
on  the  bill  for  five  yesrs'  enlistments  -  •  lOOS 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Stockton    ...       -  lOlS 

on  the  lean  bill 1405 

remarks  o^  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  {mr- 
chase  of  certain  vessels  -        -       -       -  1801 

oh  the  Yazoo  claims 1856 

on  the  resolution  concerning  a  general  tariff 

of  duties 19M 

Ingham,  Mr.,  submitted  a  resolution  concerning 

a  regular  tariff  of  duties        -       -      - 1951 
remarks  of,  in  defence  of  the  same    -       -  I9<i0 
Inland  Navigation,  Mr.  King,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, presented  the  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  that  State,  praying  the  aid 
and  patronage  of  Congress  in  opening  an, 
between  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  8t 
Mary's  river  in  Georgia,  referred    -      -   818 
a  similar  petition  from  inhabitants  of  Vi^ 

ginis,  referred  to  same  -  -  .  -  822 
a  similar  petition  from  inhabitants  of  G«o^ 

gia,  referred  to  same  •  -  -  -  B44 
a  similar  petition  from  inhabitants  of  South 

Carolina,  referred  to  same  -  -  - 1696 
Mr.  Murfree  presented  a  second  petition  of 

the  same  tenor  from  North  Carolina  -  17^ 
Mr.  Macon  presented  a  second  petition  of 

the  same  tenor  from  Georgia  -       -       -17^ 
the  Speaker  presented  a  second  one  on  the 
same  snbjeet  from  South  Carolina  -       •  1^^ 
Instruments  and  Agents  of  Manufactures,  a  dif  • 

sertation  on  the S635 

Insurance  Company  in  Oeorgeto^^n,  D.  C,  a 

bill  to  incorporate  an,  read  twice,  die.    -  1046 
Interest,  Mr.  Archer  made  a  report  on  the  snb- 
jeet of  792 

Internal  Improvement,  Mr.  Wilson  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, submitted  two  resolutions  on  die 

subject  of 19SS 

Internal  Resources,  Mr.  McKim  submitted  a  res- 
olution respecting 1434 

Invalid  Pensions,  a  bill  concerning,  twice  read, 

and  committed  -  -  -  .  .  1868 
reported  with  amendments  -  -  -  1^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  •  .  -  1946 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  -  -1^ 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta, 

and  concurred  in 2^6 

Ironi  digest  of  the  manufacture  of    -        -       -  25* 

Island  of  New  Orleans,  n  bill  supplementary  to 

the  act  for  ascertaining  titles  to  land  in 

that  part  of  Louisiana  west  of  Missisaip- 

pi  river  and,  read  twice,  &c    -        •       -  1^ 

reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  t 

third  reading 1957 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  S003 

J. 

Jackson,  Jc^  G.,  of  Virginia,  i^eared,  and 

took  his  seat .644 

remarks  of,  on  the  right  of  expatriation     -  1^ 
on  the  blue  lights H^ 
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Jickion,  John  Gw— continoad.  Page, 

speech  of,  on  his  motion  to  amend  the  Gon- 

«     atitntion 1191 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  postpone  the 

same 1197 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -        -        -        •  147t 
^     remarks  of,  on  the  bill  fixing  the  time  ibr 

the  next  meeting  of  Congress         -        -  1968 
Jail  in  Alexandria,  a  bill  making  appropriations 

for  building  a,  read  twice,  dtc        -        -  1244 
Jeffnrion  College,  Mr.  Lattimore  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  the  trustees  of  the,  referred       •  1334 
report  of  the  committee  thereon         •>        •  1922 
Jennings,  Jonathan,  delegate  from  Indiana  Ter- 
I  ritory,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  -        -    782 

Jc4iDion,  James,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat         -        -        -        -        .        <>    791 
Johnson,  Richard  M.«  of  Kentocky,  iras  quali- 

fied,  and  took  his  seat    ....  1831 
Minson,  Joseph,  the  petition  of  referred  -        -  1879 
Judgments  of  Record,  the  Jadiciarr  Committee 
were,  instructed  to  revise  the  laws  con- 
cerning, as  evidence,  4&C        -        •        -    791 
Judicial  Courts,  the  Committoe  on  the  Judici- 
ary were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expedienqr  of  amendiug  the  act  con- 
cerning          797 

Judicial  System,  on  motion  of  Mr.  IngersoU,  the 

Judiciary  Committee  were  instructed  to 

inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 

the        -.'-...-    805 

a  bill  further  to  amend  the,  read,  and  com- 

'  mitted 1768 

iudefinitely  postponed       ....  19<^ 
'       Mttdary,  appointment  of  th^  standing  commit- 
tee on  the     784 

I       Justices  of  the  Peace,  D.  C,  Mr.  Lewis  present- 
ed the  petition  of  the,  referred        -        -  1576 
>  an  adverse  report  on  the  same  concurred  in  1804 

K. 

K«lly»  William,  a  report  from  the  Committee  of 
f  Elections  that,  is  not  entitled  to  his  seat, 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    823 
f        Kennedy,    William,  of  North    Carolina,    ap- 
\  peered,  and  took  his  seat        ...    784 

Kemtucky,   Mr.  Desha  presented  the  memorial 
,  of  the  Legislature  of,  in  relation  to  the 

payment  of  their  militia         ...  1056 
Mr.  McKee  presented  sundry  resolutions  of 

the  LMpslature  of 1436 

Kenxie  and  Forsyth,  the  Committee  of  Claims 

reported  on  the  petition  of     .        -       -    819 
their  report  referred  to  the  Committoe  of 

the  Whole 1819 

Kerr,  Mr.,  submitted  a  resolution  instructing  the 
Militory  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  amending,  relating  to  the 
service  of  militia   .....    801 
the  resolution  adopted        ....    802 
Kilbourn,  James,  of  Ohio,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 803 

remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  re- 
lating to  the  Lake  service        -        -        -1142 
Killpatrick,  W.  T.,  deposition  of,  respecting  the 

enemy's  conduct  at  Havre  de  Grace       -  2302 
King,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 789 

King,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  remarks  of,  on  the 

bill  to  encourage  enlistmento        931,  932,  933 


Kingt  Mr. — continued.  Pige. 

on  introducing  sundry  resolutions  concern- 
ing the  coasting  trade  ....  936 
speech  of,  on  his  resolutions  -  -  1048, 1053 
on  extension  of  enlistmenU  ...  1071 
remarks  of,  on  the  Nantucket  bill  .  .  1151 
speech  of,  introducing  certain  resolutions  -  1156 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  giving  an  increased 

bounty  on  prisoners       ....  1806 
introductory  of  resolutions  concerning  our 

foreign  relations    .....  2020 
speech  (in  secret  session)  on  the  embargo  bill  2065 
King,  Adam,  in  behalf  of  cerUin  militia  of  Wash- 
ington, an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of,  concurred  in      -        -        -        -        -  1143 
Knaggs,  Whitmore,  a  prisoner,  letter  from,  to  Col. 

Gardner        - 21M 


Labbadie,  Medard,  affidavit  o^  respecting  the  bat- 

.  tie  at  the  river  Raisin     ....  2318 
Labor-saving  Machinery  and  Cotton,  remarks  on 

the  subject  of 2600 

Lake  Erie.    (See  Ves9ek  captured  on.) 

account  of  the  capture  of  the  British  squad- 
ron on 2546 

Lake  Service,  Mr.  Kilbourn,  of  Ohio,  presented 

a  resolution  concerning  the    ...  1142 
the  resolution  negatived    ....  1143 
Lattimore,  William,  Delegate  from  Mississippi 

Territory,  was  qualified,  dtc  ...    782 
speech  of,  on  the  Yazoo  daims  -        -  1851, 1902 
Law,  Mr.,  speech  of,  introducing  a  resolution  eon- 

corning  blue  lights         -        -        -        .1 123 
Lawrence,  Captain  James,  Mr.  Lowndes  reported 
a  resolution  requesting  the  President  to 
present  to  the  nearest  male  relation  e(  a 
gold  medal,  dec ;  read,  and  referred        -    845 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    849 
Laws  of  the  United  Stetes,  a  bill  authoriaing  a 
subscription  for  an  edition  of  the,  read 

twice 1187 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1935 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1946 
Leather,  digest  of  the  manufectnres  of      -        -  2586 
Le  Due,  Mary  Philip^  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice 844 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  1 196 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1229 
Lee,  Rev.  Jesse,  election  of,  as  Chaplain  -        -    787 
LefTerts,  Mr.,  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  New  York,  praying  the  incor- 
poration of  a  National  fiank ;  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means        -    844 
Library,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate  to  appoint 
a  joint  committoe  on  the,  was  read  and 
concurred  in  ......    789 

Licenses  to  Distillers,  Mr.  Taylor  submitted  a 
resolution  to  instruct  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pedMucy  of  substituting  a  duty  on  the 
quantity  of  spirits  distilled,  in  lieu  of  the 

duty  on 1058 

the  resolution  agreed  to  -  .  -  -  -  1051 
Licenses  to  Retailers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Yancey, 
the  same  committee  were  instrueted  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  act  concerning  *  -  -  -  791 
Mr.  Post  presented  the  petition  of  the  me- 
chanics and  mannfecturers  of  New  York* 
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Idoenses  to  Retailers — continued.  Page, 

reepecting  the  constnietion  put  upon  ihe 
act  laying  duties  on.  Which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means   -    844 
report  of  said  committee  thereon,  read,  and 
committed      ......    874 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  laying  duties  on,  read 

twice,  6cc -        *  2004 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  2023 
returned  firom  the  Senate  with  amendments  2026 
which  were  concurred  in   -        .        .        .  2029 
Lieutenant  Goieral,  Mr.  Murfree  submitted  a  res- 
olution to  instruct  the  Military  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  ezpediency'of  author- 
izing the  President  to  appoint  one  •        .    856 
the  resolution  laid  on  the  table        .        •    857 
Lindsay,  George  W.,  (late  Clerk -of  the  House,) 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  an  order  pasbed 
to  pay  the  funeral  expenses  of        .        •  2027 
Liquidation  of  Claims,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
authorizing  the,  in  certain  cases  therein 
mentioned,  by  the  Secretary  of  State      .  2028 
read  three  times,  and  passed      ...  2029 
Lloyd,  James,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  2016 

read  twice,  Ac 2019 

read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table 2096 

Loan,  a  bill  to  authorize  a,  read  *  -  -  1199 
read  a  second  time,  and  statements  of  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  presented,  which, 
together  with  the  bill,  were  referred  -  1269 
reported  with  amendments  ...  1585 
amendments  and  bill  recommitted  .  .  1586 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     .  1771 

read  a  third  time 1776 

and  finally  passed 1798 

Louisiana,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hempstead,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  proTid- 
ing  by  law  for  the  speedy  and  final  con- 
firmation of  all  grants  of  land  in  Missouri 
Territory  and  State  of  -  -  .  .787 
a  bill  for  the  final  adjustment  of  land  titles, 

Sec,  read  twice,  and  referred  >  -  -  1 143 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 1886 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1853 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmente  1985 
amendments  read,  and  referred  ...  2002 
agreement  reported,  and  concurred  in'  -  2004 
a  bill  concerning  confirmation  of  claims  to 

land  in,  read  twice  ....  1881 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  2008 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2009 
returned  firom  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in 2029 

Lovett,  Mjr.,  remariis  of,  on  ofiering  sundry  reso- 
lutions on  the  subject  of  retaliation        -    802 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  additional  re- 
giments  of  riflemen        -        -        •        -  1 174 
Lowndes,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  re-enlistments  in 

the  Army 791 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  expressing  the 
sense  of  Congress  of  the  merits  of  sundry 
naval  officers         .....    845 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlist- 

mente  - 930 

on  the  resolutions  concerning  the  Lake  ser- 
vice        1142 

on  the  bin  to  purchase  certahi  Tessels        -  1801 


Lowndes,  Mr. — continued.  hgs. 

remarks  of,  on  floating  batteries       -      - 1803 
on  the  resolution  concerning  a  general  tariff  1961 

M. 

Macon,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Wright's  rssolu- 

tions  •  -  -  •  .  -  6n,884 
on  Mr.  Hanson's  resolutions  -  .  -  8tKI 
on  the  TCsoltttion  concerning  the  ceastng 

trade 105) 

on  the  right  of  expatriation       *       -      *  1^ 
introducing  his  resotutiDn  to  fix  the  time  of 

adjournment  -  -  -  -  -  •  IJOO 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  print  the  Maiy- 

land  memorial 1SS6 

on  the  loan  bill ITIt 

Magruder,  Patrick,  the  severe  indispositioD  of, 
being  stated  by  the  Speaker,  the  Assist- 
ant Clerk  was  directed  to  aet  -       -       -   781 
Magruder,  George,  diosen  Chrk  pro  ttm  -      -7^ 
Malcolm,  Henry,  a  bill  fer  relief  of,  read  twice  -  IM 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...       -  1863 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -       -      -  I96i 
Manner  in  which  the  war  has  been  conducted, 

papma  relating  to  the     -        .       -      -  ^^ 
Mansfield,  Richard,  deposition  of,  respecting  tbe 

conduct  of  the  enemy  at  Havre  de  Once  it90€ 
Maple  Sugar,  manuliscture  of  -        ...  S617 
Maps,  Plats,  dec.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robeitson, 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  was  required  to  procure,  for  the  use 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  socfa 
as  may  aid  said  committee  in  their  duties  300i 
Marine  Corps,  a  bill  from  the  Senato  to  augment 

the !      -  l«6l 

read  twice,  and  referred     -        .        .       -  1985 
reported  without    amendAiant,  and    com* 

mitted 2009 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -       -       -  ^^^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -       -  ^^^ 
Marine  and  Fire  Insurance  Company,  in  Alex- 
andria, a  bill  to  incorporate  a,  twice  read  1066 
Mariners,  documents  showing  the  detention  oi^ 

as  prisoners  of  war        -        -        -       -  W66 
Marshals,  Clerks,  dec,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 

lessen  the  compensation  to  -  •  -  ^^^ 
read  twice,  and  committed  -  -  .  .  >Ott 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed 20J7 

Maryland,  Mr.  Goldsborough  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  majority  of  the  House  of 
Delegates  of,  remonstrating  against  the 

war,  dtc.,  read Ijj* 

laid  on  the  teble 1^ 

a  motion  to  print  the  memorial  negatived  -  1^ 
Maryland  and  Georgia,  a  bill  to  revive  and  con- 
tinue in  force  the  act  declaring  the  assent 
of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  States 

of,  read  twice l^^J 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -        -        "       '  ^ 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  eflect    -  1^ 

twice   read 1^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        '       '      t 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        -       -  8019 

Mason,  John,  Cominissary  General  of  Prisoners, 

correspondence  of,  with  sundiy  marshals 

and  o&ers,  in  relation  to  the  treatment  of 

prisoners  of  war 8^^* 

Massa,  the  Duke  of,  copy  of  a  letter -fitmi,  to  the 

President  of  the  Council  of  Prizes       •  ^ 
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'Massachusetts,  on  motion  of  >lr.  Ward,  the 

Committee   on  the  Jadiciary  were  in- 

stracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

increasing  the  salary  of  the  district  judge 

of  the  district  of 1863 

an  adverse  report  from  said  committee,  con- 
curred in 1892 

Massacre  and  huming  of  American  prisoners 

&c.,  documents  showing  the  -        -        -  2308 
Mediation  of  Russia,  documents  transmitted  by 

the  President  in  relation  to  the  offered    -  2087 
Message,  reference  of  the  several  subjects  of  the 

annual 786 

a  confidential,  from  the  President       -        -    787 
a  copy  of  the  same    .....  2031 
Messengers  and  servants  of  the  House,  a  resolq- 
tlon  for  compensating  the,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Accounts    ...  2024 
report  of  said  committee,  fixing  the  com- 
pensation of,  concurred  in       -        -        -  2029 
Michigan  Territory,  a  Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent, recommending  provision  for  relief  to 

the  inhabiUnts  of 1695 

Military  Afiairs,  appointment  of  a  coQunittee  on    785 
Military  Establishment,  a  bill  for  support  of  Uie 

read  twice      -        -        -        -        -     .   -  1585 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        -  1800 

read  a  third  time 1808 

finally  passed    -        -        -        -        -        -  1830 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1866 
which  were  agreed  to        •        -  -  1869 

Militia,  appointment  of  a  con^mittee  to  revise  the 

laws 786 

a  bill  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to^  read 

twice 1928 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -       '•        -  1931 
a  resolution  respecting  provision  for  paying 

the  expenses  of      -        -        -        -        •    797 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
limiting  the  service  of,  to  three  months   -    801 
said  committee  discharged,  and  the  inquiry 
referred  to  the  committee  for  revision  of 
the  laws  relating  to        -        -        -        -    845 
report  of  said  committee    ....    936 
ordered  that  the  same  committee  inquire  in- 
to the  expediency  of  making  provision  for 
paying  a  detachment  of  the  Tennessee   -    816 
a  resolution  submitted  on  the  subject  of  pay- 
ing the 980 

a  report  on  this  subject      ....  1432 
4  bill  to  authorize  a  detachment  from  the, 

twice  read,  6cc 1834 

a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  provide  for 

calling  forth  the,  &c.,  twice  read    -        -  1432 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1928 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasned     ...  198J 
returned  firom    the    Senate   with   amend- 
ments     2022 

amendments  concurred  in         •        •        -  2025 
Miller,  Mr.,  of  New  York,  remarks  of,  respecting 

the  failure  of  our  northern  armies    -        -    819 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlist- 
ments     955 

spoech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Robertson  -        -    986 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  additional  xegi- 
^     ments  of  rifiemen  -----  1166 
Miniat^ra  and  their  Secretaries,  list  of,  appointed 

in  the  recess  of  the  Senate     -        .        .  2665 
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Mint,  the  President  transmitted  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Director  of  the  •  -  -  855 
the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
with  sundry  documents  concerning  the  -  2005 
Mississippi  Territory,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ormsby, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  provision  to  quiet  and  adjust  titlee 

to  lands  in 1433 

a  bill  from  the  Senatei  to  provide  for  the  in- 
demnification   of  certain    claimants    to 

lands  in 1697 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ....  1771 
read  a  first  time  -  -  -  •  -  1836 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  1855 
report  of  the  committee,  committed  to  the 

Committee  of  the  Whole        ...  1873 
reported   with  amendments,    which    were 

agreed  to 1890 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        -  1922 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  1925 
a  bill  extending  relief  to  purchasers  of  pub- 
lic lands  in,  twice  read  ....  1804 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2003 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2005 
a  bill  for  granting  clauns  to  land  in,  twioe 

read 1881 

indefinitely  postponed        ....  2006 
Missouri  Territory,  a  bill  for  appointment  of  a 

district  judge  in^  twice  read,  &c.    -        -    805 
reported  without  amendment  and  ordered 

to  a  thurd  reading 814 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...    816 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments    980 
read  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  1047 
agreement  reported  with  an  amendment    -  1137 
Mr.  Hempstead  presented   sundry  resolu- 
tions respecting  land  titles  in,  referred    -  1587 
a  bill  permitting  certain  lacations  to  be  made, 
and  granting  certain  donations  of  land  in, 
&c.,  read  twice      -        .        .        -        .  1659 
Mitchell,  Richard,  a  biU  for  relief  of,  read  twice    878 
a  third  reading  negatived  ....  2016 
Money  paid  into  the  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
a  bill  firom  the  Senate  directing  the  dis- 
position of 1961 

read  twice,  and  referred  ....  1985 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed 2025 

Monroe,  James,  letters  from,  to  Messrs.  Barlow 

and  Russell 2081 

reply  of,  to  the  letter  from  Lord  Castloreagh  2085 
correspondence  of,  with  the  Russian  Pleni- 

potentiaiT 2088 

Montgomery,  Mr*,  of  Kentucky,  on  motion  of, 
the  Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
compensation  to  volunteers  and  militia  -    792 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -        -        -        -  1436 
Moore,  Roxana,  deposition  o^  respecting  the  con- 
duct of  the  enemy  at  Havre  de  Grace     -  2305 
Moravians,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  a  petition  of 

the  society  o(  reftrred    -        -        -        .  1577 
Moseley,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  resolution  con- 

oerning  blue  lights         ....  1125 
Mnrfree,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  bis  resolution  to  au- 
thorize tne  ai4>ointment  of  a  Lieutenant 
General 856 
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remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 

coasting  trade        .....  1051 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  additionah  ri- 
flemen   1168 

remarks  of,  on  the  Yazoo  Claims        -        -  1864 
Myers,  Captain,  statement  of  the  intenriew  o^ 
with   Admiral  Warren  and  Sir  Sidney 

Beckwith 2383 

McCall,  Archibald,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  1928 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  2010 
read  a  third  time,  and  (>as8ed      -        -        -  2016 
McCanley,  Daniel,  and  Samuel  Ralston,  a  bill  for 

relief  of,  twice  read         -        -        -        -  1199 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1863 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1863 
rethmed  from  Senate  with  an  amendment  1934 
which  was  concurred  in     -        -        -        -  1936 
McCl'mtock,  Midshipman  H.  M.,  extract  of  a  let- 
ter from,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy      -  2301 
McClnre,  Brigadier  General,  correspondence  of, 

with  the  Secretary  of  War      -        -        -  2469 
McDonell  John,  deposition  of,  respecting  the  pur- 
chase of  prisoners  .....  231 1 
McKee,  Mr.,  made  a  favorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Daniel  Boone      ....    806 
^marks  of,  on  the  bill  attaching  certain 
lands  to  the  Canton  District  ...  1244 
McKeehan,  Dr.  Samuel,  letters  from,  showing 

his  treatment,  as  bearer  of  a  flag  of  truce  2280 
McKenney,  Augustift,  and  Lazel  Bancroft,  a  bill 

for ' relief  o^  twice  read   -        -        -.      •  1862 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  2006 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  2008 
McKim,  Mr.,  of  Maryland,  remarks  of,  on  the  res- 
olution concerning  the  coasting  trade  1061, 1062 
remarks  of,  on  the  Maryland  memorial  1211,  1220 
on  his  resolution  concerning  internal  re- 
sources -..-...  1433 
on  the  Moravian  petition    ....  1678 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  cer^ 
tain  vessels    ......  1801 

on  floating  batteries 1802 

on  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes        -        •  1950 

on  a  general  tariff 1960 

on  the  embargo  -        -        -        -        -  1976 

speech  of»  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  em- 
bargo     -  ...  1987,  1990 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  export- 
ation of  gold  and  silver  coins,  &c.  •        -  2012 
McLean,  Mr.,  of  Ohio,  remarks  of,  on  the  call 

for  the  Turrean  letter     ....    902 
speech  of,  on  the  extension  of  enlistments  1034 
McLeay,  Alexander,  correspondence  of,  with  Mr. 

Beasley 2228 

Nantucket,  a  bill  from  the  Senate^  authorizing  the 

President  to  grant  certain  permissions  to    . 
the  inhabitants  of  ....  1046 

read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  ...        .        .        .  1093 

reported  without  amendment     •        -        -1116 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1 122 
National  Bank,  a  petition  from  New  York,  pray- 
ing the  incorporation  of  a,  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the   Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  -..-.--    844 
report  of  said   committee  referred  to  the 

Committee  of  the  Whole        ...    878 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  were  discharged,  and  a  ret- 


National  Bank— -continued.  Pigs, 

olution  was  adopted  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  to  iDqoire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  t,  in  the 
Distribt  of  Columbia       ....  123S 
Mr.  Seybert  presented  a  petition  from  dti' 
zens  of  Philadelphia,  praying  the  establish- 
ment of,  referred  to  the  same  committee  •  1058 
a  bill  to  incorporate  a,  twice  read,  &c       •  1579 
Mr.  Grundy  submitted  a  resolution  for  flie 
appointment  of  a  committee  to  consider 
and  report  on  the  expediency  of  a  -       -  IWJ 
the  resolution   adopted,  and  a  committee 

appointed      - IM* 

the  committee  discharged  from  the  further 

consideration  of  the  subject    -       -       -  ^OW 
the  subject  indefinitely  postponed '     -       -  3023 
Naturalization,  documents  transmitted  by  the 

President  touching  the  subject  of   -       •  3098 
Naval  Affairs,  appointment  of  a  Committee  on  -   788 
Naval  Establishment,  Mr.  Beed,  of  Mass.,  submit- 
ted a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  economj 
of  the  ......      -1010 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  .        .        -      •  lOtf 
resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  tp- 

pointed 1*89 

said  committee  authorized  to  act  in  the  recess  2019 
Navigation  and  Commerce,  assistance  of  mana- 

Pictures  to *W3 

Navy,  a  bill  for  the  support  of  the^  read  twice  -  1586 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  -  18W 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  IWT 
a  bill  concerning  the  pay  of  officers,  &e^  ia 

the,  read  twice       -        -        ^       *      *  ^J2 
ordered  .to  a  third  reading  -        .        -       -  IJJ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -       '  ^ 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  Vm 
which  were  concurred  in   -        -        •       '^^ 
Navy  Pension  Fund,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  with  the  annual  report  of  the  Com- 
missioners  of  the    -        -        -        .       -  110* 
Nelson,  Mr.,  of  Virginia,  remarks  of,  on  the  Yaioo 

claims   ....         1875,  I90t,  19W 
New  Orleans  Navigation  Company,  a  bill  grant- 

ing  a  lot  of  ground  to  the,  read  twice     -  l^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -       -  1^** 
Newport,  Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Potter  presented  a 

petition  of  the  distillers  in,  referred        -  ^^ 

Newspapers,  the  usual  order  for  supplying,  ^^  ^   ,^ 

members        -        -        -        -        .       -   781 

Newton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  National  Bank  - 19^ 

1944. 1945 

remarks  of,  on  the  subject  of  a  general  tariff  1^ 
on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo         -        •  *** 
New  York,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Irving,  the  Judici- 
ary Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  ^"^  *^   «-« 
better  organization  of  the  district  court  in  I^ 
a  biU  to  that  effect  read  twice     -        -        -  1*J 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -       -  ^^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -       -  ^^ 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  ex- 

change  of  a  lot  of  ground  in,  for  other  land  19» 
read  three  times,  and  passed       -        -       -  ^^ 
New  York  Hospiul,  a  report  on  the  petition  of 

the  Governors  of  the,  was  referred  ^  ^   ^ 
Committee  of  the  Whole        -        -       -  ^^ 
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the  committee  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof      ....  20S2 
Kiagara  Frontier,  Mr.  Hopkins,  of  New  York, 
submitted  a  resolution  respecting  losses 
sustained  on  the    .        «        .        .        .  1141 
Non-importation  laws,  a  bill  for  the  more  effect^ 

ual  enforcing  of  the,  read  twice      -        -    816 
North  Carolina,  Mr.  King  presented  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of,  praying  aid  in 
opening  an  inland  navigation  ;  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole      -        -    813 
(See  Inland  Namgaiian.) 
Northwestern  Frontier,  Mr.  Kilboura  submitted 
a  resolution  for  a  committee  to  inquire  ii)to 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  more 
efiectual  protection  of  the,  &c        -        -    849 
which,  being  amended  so  as  to  refer  it  to  the 

Military  Committee,  was  agreed  to  -        -    850 
a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  defence  of  the, 

read  twice,  and  committed      -        •        -  1767 
reported,  and  the  House  refused  to  consider 

the  report S003 

the  bill  again  called  up,  with  the  same  result  2016 
Notes  of  Banks,  Bankers,  Ac,  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  laying  duties  on,  dec,  read,  twice, 

and  committed 818 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed 1244 

O. 

Oakley,  Thomas  J.,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat -    783 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Hanson's  second  resolu- 
tion        897 

on  the  resolution  asserting  the  right  of  expa- 
triation   1096, 1096 

speech  of,  on  the  Yazoo  claims    1863,  1890,  1918 
remarks  of,  on  the  National  Bank      -        -  1946 
Ohio,  Mr.  Beall  submitted  a  resolution  respecting 
claims  of  citizens  of,  for  articles  impressed 
and  supplies  furnished  to  detachment*  of 

militia 927 

consideration  negatived     ....    928 
'resolution  amended,  and  agreed  to    '-        -    936 
Orleans  Territory  and  Louisiana,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Robertson,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  revising  the  act  for  adjust- 
ihg  claims  to  land  in      -        -        -        -  1234 
Orleans  Navigation  Company,  a  bill  granting  a 

lot  of  ground  to  the,  read  twice,  dec        -    873 
Orso,  Zenon,  an  «dverse  report  on  the  petition  of  1914 
Oatrages  at  Hampton,  in  Virginia,  papers  detail- 
ing the  2390 

Owen,  Thomas,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 

of,  concurred  in     -        •        -        ...  1929 

P. 

Page,  Joel  W.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  dec.  1 186 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1863 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1864 

Partial  Appropriations,  a  bill  making  certain, 

read  twice,  and  committed      ...  823 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      -  846 

read  a  third  time,  and  discussed        -        -  850 

finally  passed 851 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  866 

which  were  CQncurred  in    -        •        -        -  872 


Page- 
Patent  Rights,  Mr.  Nelson  presented  a  memorial 

against  the  extension  of        -        -        -  1696 
papers  in  relation  to  the,  of  Oliver  Evans    •  2656 
Patriota,  Brig,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  owners  of 

the,  twice  read 1266 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        .  1863 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1864 
Patton,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 

commiMed -  1677 

Paymaster  General,  a  bill  to  augment  the  com- 
pensation of,  twice  read,  dec        -        -     986 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor,  dec  2006 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  2007 
reported  without  amendment      ...  2009 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  2024 
Pearl  and  Chefhncty  Rivers,  Mr.  Grundy  pre- 
sented a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
Tennessee,  respecting  a  road  from  a  point 
between  the  mouths  of  -        -        -        -  1228 
Peaison,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  encourage 

enlistments '    -    929 

on  the  motion  respecting  the  Turreau  letter  1130 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -        -        •   •»    -  1447 
Penington,  Cordelia,  deposition  o^  respecting 

the  burning  of  Frenchtewn    .        -        •  2287 
Penitentiary,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a, 

in  the  District  of  Columbia,  read  twice    -  1199 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  1967 
Pennsylvania,  the  President  transmitted  sundry 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of      -^  1433, 1902 
volunteers,  return  of,  who  agreed  to  cross 

into  Canada 2490 

Pensions  to  persons  on  board  of  private  armed 
vessels,  a  bill  further  to  amend  the  act 
regulating,  read  twice    ....    869 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1244 
read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed      ...  1261 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  Mr.  Archer 
proposed,  as  an  amendment  to  the  stand- 
ing rules,  the  appointment  of  a  standing 

committee  on 706 

amended  and  agreed  to      -        -        -    .    -    803 
appointment  of  the  committee  on        -        -    804 
Perry,  Captain  Oliver  H.,  a  resolution  from  the 
Senate  expressive  of  the  sense  oC  Congress 
of  the  gallant  conduct  oi;  dec,  twice  read, 
and  referred  --....    818 
reported  without  amendment      .        .       •     823 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        -        -    848 
Physicians  of  New  York,  Mr.  Miller  presented  a 
memorial  of  sundry,  rejecting  the  con- 
struction of  the  act  laying  duties  on  li- 
censes to  retailers,  referred      ...  1901 
Piatt,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read      -  1069 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1244 
Pickens,  Mr.,  submitted  a  resolution  to  amend 

the  Constitution 797 

speech  of,  on  the  same       •        -        -        -    828 
on  the  Yazoo  claims  ....  1922 

Pickering,  Timothy,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 783 

remarks  of,  on  the  depredations  committed 

by  soldiers 814 

on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistments  -  -  936 
on  the  bill  to  raise  additional  riflemen  -  1 184 
on  the  bill  providing  for  return  of  vessels  1269 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -  -  -  -  1697 
Pillage  and  destruction  of  private  property,  on  the 

Chesapeake,  by  the  enemy     .        -        -  2286 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


»1 


im>s&. 


xcii 


House  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


Page. 
Pitchlyn,  John,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of,  disagreed  to,  and  the  Committee  of 
Claims  ordered  to  report  a  bill  in  his  favor  2019 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read       ...  2025 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  2027 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  2030 
Pitkin,  Mr^  on  motion  of,  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee -were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
costs,  fees,  &c,in  the  courts  of  the  United 

States 801 

remarks  of,  on  the  partial  appropriation  bill  850 
on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistments  -  -  929 
on  the  resolution  concerning  the  coasting 

trade 1060, 1053 

on  the  Nantucket  bill  -  .  •  -  1121 
on  printing  the  Maryland  memorial  -  -  1210 
on   the  resolution   concerning  Army  con- 

tractors 1232 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -  -  -  1283 
remarks  o(  on  the  Yazoo  claims  ...  1854 
on  the  National  Bank       ....  1955 

on  a  general  tariff 1959 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  olfgold 

and  sihrer  coin,  6cc        ....  2017 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  lay  an  embargo     •  2042 
Pleaaanta,  James,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 789 

Porter,  David,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  1923 
twice  read,  and  committed  ...  1926 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed 2010 

Porter,  Col.,  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  2464 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Webster  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of;  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 

and  Means 1150 

another  petition  of  the  same  character,  also 

referred 1922 

a  bill  concerning  transportation  to  and  from 

Thomastown,  read  twice        ...  1926 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  2009 
Pott,  Jotham,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 786 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  of  inquiry  into 

tile  economy  of  the  Naval  Establishment  1011 
on  the  bill  providing  for  the  return  of  ves- 
sels, Ac        - 1265 

on  the  bill  to  autiiorize  floating  batteries     -  1802 
on  the  bill  giving  increased  bounty  on  pris- 
oners             7        .  1804 

on  the  bill  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meet- 
ing of  Congreis     .        -        .       *        .  1959 
on  the  bill  laying  an  embargo    -        -        -  1991 
Postmasters,  a  bill  providing  for  the  appointment 

of,  read  twice     ' 889 

Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of  the 

standing  Committee  on  ....    784 
Post  Office  Establishment,  Mr.  Ingersoll  offered 

a  resolution  concerning  the  -  -  *  1245 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ....  1247 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  regulating 

the,  read  twice 1887 

Post  Office  Patronage,  Mr.  Ingersoll  submitted  a 

resolution  touching  ....  866 
after  several  motions,  it  was  referred  to  a 

select  committee 866 

the  said  committee  were  discharged    -        -  2025 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  to. alter  and  establish  certain, 

read  twice,  and  committed      ...  1659 


Post  Roads — continued.  Page. 

reported  with  amendments         -        -       -1868 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -       -1869 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        •       •  ISTS 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  agreed  to         -        .        -        -       .  J0t6 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  alter  and  establish 
certain  -        -        -        -        -        -       .  SOU 

Potter,  Elisha  R.,  of  Rhode  Island,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 789 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 

coasting  trade 1053 

speech  of,  on  the  extension  of  enlistments  •  1099 
on  the  bill  providing  for  the  return  of  ves- 
sels, <fcc. 1253 

remarks  of,  on  the  National  Bank     -       -  1955 

on  the  embargo  bill 199J 

on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  gold 
and  silver  coin,  &c.        -        -        -       -  2013 
Pre-emption,  a  bill  giving  the  right  of,  read  twice, 

&c. 1577 

Mr.  Jennings  presented  a  petition  from  son- 
dry  inhabitants  of  Indiana  Territoiy,  pray- 
ing rights  of,  referred     ...      -  J696 
President  of  the  United  States,  appointmeBtoft 

joint  committee  to  wait  on  the        -      •  783 
report  of  said  committee,  with  information 
of  a  Message,  dec.  -        -         -        -       -   783 
President's  House,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 

f  airing  the,  read  twice   -        -        .       -  20J9 
lost  for  want  of  a  quorum     -        -       -  2030 
Presque  Isle,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affiiirs  were  inatructod 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing for  deepening  the  channel  into  the 
harbor  of       -        -        --        --788 

Prex*08t,  Sir  George,  letters  from,  to  the  Bntish 

Commissary  of  Prisoners        ...  2113 
correspondence  of,  with  General  Wilkinson  2113 
Printing  of  Doeuments,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pick- 
ering, a  particular  mode  of,  was  preMribed  764 
a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  respecting  1913 
read,  and  agreed  to,  with  an  amendment   •  1923 
Prisoners,  brought  into  port  by  private  aimed 

vessels.    (See  Bounty  to  oumen.  See*) 
Prisoners  of  War,  sent  to  Great  Britain  for  trial, 

documents  relating  to     -        -       .       -  2096 

a  list  of    -        - 2187 

documents  showing  the  bad  treatment  of  -  22i3 
a  table  of  allowance  of  provisions  to  -  -  2216 
detention  of,  on  the  plea  of  being  British 

subjects 2251 

a  return  of,  tomahawked  by  the  Indians,  st 
the  battle  of  Frenchtown        -        .       -  231T 
Pmiiege  of  Members,  Mr.  King,  of  Massachu- 
setts, submitted  three  resolutioDs  eoncera- 

ing  Uie ^^y 

which  the  House  refused  to  consider  -       -  H^' 
Property  captured  or  destroyed,  ^  a  bill  to- 

Uiorizing  payment  for,  read  twice,  Ac    -  ^ 
reported  without  amendment,  and  recom- 

mitted  -        - ^ 

ordered  to  He  on  the  table  ...       -  2W 
taken  up,  and  amended     -        -        "       '  22 
laid  over  by  general  consent      -        .       -  2029 
Property  Impressed,  &c.,  the  Committee  of  Claims 
were  i^istructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  full  value  to  the  own- 

ersof ',S 

a  bill  to  provide  for  payihg  for,  read  twice  -  l^^ 
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Mperty  Impressed — continued.  Page. 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        .  1933 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1934 
Public  Acts,  Records,  dec,  a  bill  to  prescribe  the 

mode  of  authenticating,  read  twice,  Ac,  1228 

the  committee  discharged  -        -        .        .  2022 
Public  Debt,  revised  statement  of     •        -        -  2651 
PubUc  Expenditures,  Mr.  Eppes  submitted  a  res- 
olution for  appointing  an  additional  stand- 
ing committee  on  -        -        -        -        -  1628 

agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed      -  1695 
Public  Journals,  Mr.  Pickering  submitted  a  ree- 

olution  concerning  the ;  read  twice        -    788 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    789 

on  motion  of  the  same,  a  committee  was  • 
appointed  respecting  the  printing  of  the  -    791 

a  resolution  from  the  Senate  to  furnish  copies 
of  thO)  to  the  judges,  dtc.        -        -        -1433 

twice  read,  and  committed         ...  1435 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading         .....  1767 
Public  Lands,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee on       -      *" 784 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Committee 
on,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  reducing  the  price  of    •        -    786 

on  motion  of  the  same,  they  were  also  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
giving  further  time  to  purchasers  for  mak- 
ing payments  on    -        -        -        .        .    786 

the  same  Committee  were  also  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expe'diency  of  making 
provision  for  the  sale  of  certain  sections  of    803 

a  bill  for  relief  of  persons  who  have  made 
wrong  entries,  &«.,  twice  read,  dec  -  1778 
Public  Stores,  the  Committee  of  Claims  were  in- 
structed io  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
paying  for  buildings  occupied  as,  dec.  -  791 
PnrchaMrs  of  Public  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Lattimore,  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  further  time  to  certain, 
to  complete  their  payments    ...    789 

a  bill  in  pursuance  thereof,  read  twice        •    813 

ordered  to  a  third  reading .  -        .        -        -  1187 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1235 

Q. 
Quarter  Sections,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

subdividing  the 786 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  subdivision  ot,  twice 

read 1804 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  2003 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  2005 
Quorum,  an  interchange  of  messages  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a         -        --        -        -        -    782 

R. 
Rangera,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hempstead,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  contin- 
uing in  force  the  several  acts  authorizing 
the  raising  of        -        -        •        -        -    980 
a  bill  making  provision  for  two  companies 
off  twice  read         .....  1195 

•   indefinitely  postponed        ....  1945 

'  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  raise  ten 
additional  companies  of,  read  twice,  and 
committed 1334 


Rangers — continued.  Page, 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed    .....  1370 
Ransom  of  American  prisoners  from  Indians  in 

the  British  service         ....  2285 
Ransoming  of  Vessels,  a  bill  to  prohibit  the,  dec, 

read  twice,  dec  -  -  -  -'-816 
reported,  and  discussed  ....  1135 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  ...  1139 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1144 
a  motion  of  Mr.  Oakley,  on,  negatived  -  2052 
Rea,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat 789 

Reed,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  remarks  of,  on  his 
resolution  to  inquire  into  the  economy  of 
the  Naval  Establishment        -        -1010,1011 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  allowing  certain  per- 
missions to  the  people  of  Nantucket        -  1117 
remarks  of,  on  the  bHl  authorizing  the  pur- 
chase or  building  of  certain  vessels        -  1801 
speech  of,  on  the  repeal  of  the  embargo      -  1979 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  ex- 
portation of  gold  and  silvelr  coins,  dec      -  2012 
Reed,  George  C,  letter  from,  to  Captain  Charles 

Morris 2300 

Re-enlistment  of  Soldiers,  a  resolution  introduced 
by  Mr.  Lowndes  was  adopted,  respecting 
additional  encouragement  for  -        -        -    791 
Remission  of  Penalties,  dec,  papers  in  relation  to 

the,  communicated  to  the  House     -        -  2552 
Removal  of  causes  in  certain  cases,  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  the,  read  twice        -        -        -  2025 
Renguenet,  Bartholomew,  Mr.  IngersoU  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred      -        -        -    812 
Representatives'  Chamber,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wright,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  raising  the 
floor  of,  and  completing  the   .-        -        .  2008 
a  bill  to  that  effect  reported,  and  twice  read  2015 
Resources  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  McKim  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  the, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

Ways  and  Means 1686 

Retaliation,  appointment  of  a  committee  on  so 

much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  -        -    786 
Mr.  Lovett  offered  sundry  resolutions  con* 

corning 802 

referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole        -    813 
Return  of  Vessels  to  their  own  districts,  a  bill  to 

provide  for  the,  twice  read      ...  1228 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1255 

read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed     ...  15MI9 

'  returned,  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1580 

read,  and  referred      .....  1627 

the  amendments  concurred  in     -        -        -  1694 
Revenue,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means    ......    785 

Revenue  Cutters,  Mr.  Wood  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion concerning,  which,  after  being  modi- 
fied, was  agreed  to        •        -        -        -  1628 
a  bill  granting  pensions  to  oflicers  of,  read 

twice 1865 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .  2008 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  2009 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2024 
amendment  concurred  in    -        - .       -        •  2026 
Revenue  Laws,  Mr.  McKim  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  manufacturers  in  Baltimore, 
praying  a  revision  of  the         ...  2OO6 
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Revenue  Laws — continued.  Page, 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  Waya  and 

Means 2007 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  of  Vermonty  a  com- 
mittee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  judicial  sys- 
tem so  far  as  concerns  the  execution  of 

the 2020 

Bevkal  and  Unfinished  Business,  appointment 

of  the  standing  Committee  on  -  -  784 
Reynoldshurg,  Tennessee,  Mr.  Rhea  presented 
a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, respecting  a  road  from,  referred  1233 
Rhea,  Mr.,  of  Tennessee,  on  motion  of,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing  members  to  frank 
certain  documents  -        -        -        -    786 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  resolution  con- 
cerning the  French  decrees    -        .        -    826 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlist- 

menU 929 

on  the  Naval  EsUblishment  -  -  -  101 1 
on  the  coasting  trade  -  -  -  -  1061 
on  the  right  of  expatriation        ...  1098 

on  the  blue  lighU 1127 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  raise  additional 
riflemen         -        -        -        -        -        -  1146 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  same 1260 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ...  1348 

Rioe>  Thomas,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  three 

times,  and  passed  ...        -        .  2008 
Richards,  StepheUi  a  prisoner,  letter  from  to  Col. 

Gardner 2209 

Richardson,  William  M.,  of  Massachusetts,  ap- 
peared and  took  his  seat         ...    872 
remarks  of,  on  the  Nantucket  bill       -        -  1116 
Rider  to  a  Bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  an 
additional  standing  rule  was  adopted,  that 
no  amendment  be  received,  by  way  of>  on 

its  third  reading 2003 

Ridgely,  Henry  M.,  of  Delaware,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 808 

reinarkff  of,  on  the  Yazoo  claims         -        -  1876 
Riflemen,  a  bill  to  raise  three  additional  regi- 
ments of,  read  twice       ....    872 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  llOl 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment      1266 

amendment  concurred  in  -        -        -        -  1264 
Right  of  Expatriation,  Mr*  Robertson  submitted 

a  resolution  en  the  subject  of         -        -  1096 
laid  on  the  Ubie        -        -        -        -        -  1099 
Robert,  Joseph,  deposition  of,  relative  to  the 
massacre  and  burning  of  American  prie- 

oners 2310 

Roberts,  Mr.,  of  Pennsylvania,  speech  of,  on  Mr. 

Hanson's  second  resolution    ...    894 
remarks  of,  on  his  own  adoption  of  Mr.  H.'s 

original  resolution  -        -        -        -    901 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Post  ....    903 

on  Mr.  Webster's  proposed  amendment  to 

his  resolution         -----    906 
on  Mr.  Hanson's  proposed  amendment  to 

his  resolution         -        -        •        -        -916 
on  Mr.  Gaston's  resolution  concerning  the 

Canadas 1064 

on    his    resolution    concerning    Turreau's 
letter 1129 


Roberts,  Mr. — continued^  Ptfs. 

on  the  Moravian  petition  •        -        -       -  1578 
resignation  of  -        -        ...       -  1697 
Roberts,  Zachariah,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ardier  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  were  discharged 
from  consideration  of  the  petition  of     -  SOtS 
Robertson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend 
the  seventh  section  of  the  act  to  lay  and 
collect  a  direct  tax  .        -       -    854 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  extending  the 

time  of  enlistments        -        -        -       -    981 
speech  of,  introductory  of  a  reeolution  on 

the  right  of  expatriation  1094, 1096, 1098 

remarks  of,  on  the  Maryland  memorial      -  1S19 
on  the  Senate's  amendmenii  to  the  bill  to 

raise  riflemen         .        -        -  1367,1)80 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  -        -       -  1609 

remarks  of,  on  the  Yaxoo  claims        -       •  1917 

on  the  National  Bank       -        -        -       -  1956 

Robertson,  Toilos,  deposition  of,  respecting  the 

conduct  of  the  enemy  -  -  -  .  tSUH 
Rules  and  Articles  of  War,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  the  Comroittee'un  Military  A&in 
were  instructed  to  revise  so  much  of  the, 
as  relates  to  the  punishment  of  ofiuecs 
therein  mentioned  ...      -  1050 

resolution  adopted 1051 

Rules  of  the  House,  Mr.  King,  of  Maseaduisetts, 

submitted  a  resolution  to  add  to  the       -  H^ 

laid  on  the  Uble UST 

Russell,  Seth  db  Sons;  a  bill  for  relief  of,  lesd 

twice IW 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -       •  M 

read  a  third  time,  and  pMsed     -        -       -  1866 
Rnsiell,  Jonathan,  correspondence  of,  with  Mr. 

Barlow,  and  others         -        -        .       -  96H 
Russian  Mediation,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoan, 
the  President  was  requested  to  lay  before 
the  House  such  documents  as  he  may 
deem  proper  to  be  communicated,  respect- 
ing the  ...        -        .       -   9« 
a  message  transmitting  the  papers  asked  fir  I0<7 
a  copy  of  said  papers         -        -        .-3087 

8. 

Sales  at  Auction,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  act  laying 
duties  on       -        -        -        -        .       -  WW 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  laying  duties  on, 
twice  read     -        -        -        -        -       -  1894 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -       *  16^ 

Salt,  manufactures  of ^^ 

Sands,  Joshua,  Mr.  Fisk,  of  New  York,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         -       •  ^ 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read      -        -       -  ^^^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        '       '  ^^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -       -  ^^ 
Saratoga,  Mr.  Taylor  presented  certain  proceed- 
ings in  the  several  towns  of,  recommend- 
ing  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war    -  10^ 
Satterwhite,  Edwin  T.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 

twice  .-...--  IwJ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  ^^ 
returned  from    the    Senate  with  amend- 

ments ."'^m! 

amendments  read,  and  concurred  in   -       -  1^ 

Savage,  W.  H.,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  read  twice   -  1^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        '       '  ^SS 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -       -  ^^ 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


XCVJl 


.INDEX. 


XCTU 


Mouie  Proceedings  and  Debates. 


Page. 
Scott,  W.  H.,  a  prUoner,  a  letter  from  to  Colo- 
nel Gardner 2208 

Sea  Fendbles,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  author- 
ize a  corps  of,  read  twice        ...  1143 
indefinitely  postponed       ....  1935 
Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  resolution  to  con- 
nect the,  with  the  flotilla        ...  1932 
Seios,  William,  statement  of,  in  relation  to  the 
pillage  and  destruction  of  private  prop- 
erty by  the  enemy  ....  2285 
Secret  Proceedings.    See  journal  of  -        -        -  2031 
Seecomb  and  Williams^  Mr.  Pickering  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred      -        -        -    812 
Senators  and  Representatives,  a  bill  to  estab- 
lish a  uniform  mode  of  electing,  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 

of  the  Whole 849 

Sevier,  John,  of  Tennessee,  appeared,  and  took 

hissQit 783 

Seybert,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of 
collecting  and  preserving  flags,  6cc.,  taken 

from  the  enemy 796 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 

Naval  EsUblishment  -  -  -  -  1010 
on  his  resolution  concerning  copper  coins  -  1859 

on  a  National  Bank 1860 

on  a  general  tarifi* 1959 

Shuinon,  George,  a  bill  to  renew  a  land  warrant 

to,  read  twice         .....  1195 
I  ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1935 

read  a  third  time,  and  paissed     ...  1946 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment, 

.  and  concurred  in 2030 

i      Sharp,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  introducing  sundry 
resolutions  in  relation  to  the  conduct  o( 
\  Governor  Chittenden,  of  Vermont  -        -    859 

t  on  Mr  Hanson's -second  resolution    -        -    898 

I  on  the  Yazoo  claims  ....  1917 

I      Shawneetown,  a  bilf  to  authorize  the  opening  of 
a  road  from,  to  Kaskaskia,  read  twice, 

I  and  committed 845 

a  bill  concerning,  read  twice      ...  1767 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1771 
Sheffey,  Daniel,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 
I  his  seat  -        .        .        .        .        .    737 

I  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  term  of 

I  enlistments 986 

on  the  Nantucket  bill        -        .        .        -1122 
I  on  the  resolutions  touching  army  contracts 

ors 1233 

on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  bill  to 

niae  riflemen 1266 

,  speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill  ...  1298 

Shelby,  Governor,  correspondence  of,  with  the 

Secretary  of  War 2400 

Sherwood,  Samuel,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and 

took  his  seat 796 

speech  of,  on  the  loan  bill ....  1523 
Shipherd,  Zebulon  R.,  of  New  York,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat 786 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Webster's  amendment  to 

Mr.  Roberts's  resolution  ...  908 
on  the  bill  to  extend  enlistments  -  ^  1018 
on  the  bill  providing  for  the  return  of  ves- 

■elai  Ac 1266 

on  the  loan  bill 1502 

on  the  embargo  bill 2000 

811^  manu&ctures  of  * 2629 

13th  Con.  Ist  ft  2d  Sess.— d 


Page. 

Singleton,  Stephen,  Mr.  IngersoU  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         -        -        -        -    813 

Singleton,  Thomas  S.,  collector  of  Newborn, 

letter  from  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  2301 
Sinking  Fund,  annual  report  of  the  state  of  the  1248 
report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the    -        -  2646 
Smith,  W.  S.,  of  New  York,  speech  of,  on  the 

bill  to  raise  riflemen       ....  1197 

remarks  of,  on  floating  batteries  -        -  1802 

Smyth,  Alexander,  the  Speaker  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  to  retain  hie  rank  in 
the  Army      ......    806 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War       -        -    807 
-    a  letter  from,  to  the  Speaker,  with  sundry 

documents     ......  1595 

correspondence  of,  with  the  Secretary  of 

War,  and  others 2486 

Specie.    (See  Gold  and  Silver  Coins,  Slc) 
Spirit  and  manner  in  which  war  is  waged  by  the 
enemy,  re|H>rt  of  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  into  the      -        .        .        .  2S39 
Standing  Committees,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Daw- 
son, the  House  proceeded  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  -        -        -        -        -        .    783 
Standing  Rules  and  Orders,  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  Mr.  King's  motion  to 
amend  the,  were  discharged    ...  1284 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  a  committee  was 

appointed  to  revise  the  ....  1160 
Mr.  Goldsborough  submitted  a  resolution  to 
amend  the,  by  adding  a  rule  to  admit  on 
the  floor  ex-members  of  the  Cabinet       -  1589 
which  was  agreed  to  -        -        -        -        -  1669 
Mr.  Wright  offered  an  amendment  to  the  -  1961 
which  was  agreed  to,  (See  Rider  to  a  bill)  2003 
Stanford,  Richard,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat  .....    783 
remarks  of,  on  the  Yazoo  claims  1856, 1876 

State,  report  of  the  Secretary  of^  on  our  relations 

with  France 2061 

Stenographers,  Mr.  Roberts  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion concerning 1047 

Stewart,  Captain   Charles,  correspondence  o( 

with  Admiral  Sir  John  Warren      -        -  2129 
Stockton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Wright's  res- 
olution respecting  treason       -        -     881, 883 
on  Mr.  Hanson's  resolutions  ...    899 
on  Mr.  Hanson's  amendment  to  Mr  Rob- 
erts's resolution 914 

speech  oi^  on  the  extension  of  enlistments  -    988 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Ingersoll    ....  1018 
on  the  embargo  bill,  (secret  session)  -        -  2034 
Stothart  and  Starkey,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read      - 1234 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1284 
Strong,  Wm.,  of  Vt.,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat    783 
Sturges,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  act  concern- 
ing judicial  courts 797 

Suffrage,  Mr.  Lattimore  presented  a  petition, 
praying  extension  of  the  right  of,  in  Mis- 
sissippi^Territory,  referred       ...  1334 
a  bill  to  that  effect,  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted   1771 

Sugar  of  the  Cane,  manufacture  of  -        -        .  2619 
Supplies  to  the  Enemy,  a  resolution  by  Mr.  Oak- 
ley to  ask  the  President  for  evidence  of 
persons  famishing,  was  negatived  -        •  2052 
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Supreme  Court,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  authori- 
zing the  purchase  of  a  libraxy  for  the  use 
of  the,  was  read  twice,  and  committed    -  1926 
Survey  of  the  Coast,  a  bil^to  authorize  a  partial, 

twice  read 1864 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        •        .  2008 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  2009 
Soi^ohannah  Bridge  Company,  the  Speaker 
presented  the  petition  of  the,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means *    816 

an  adverse  report  thereon,  concurred  in     -    873 

T. 

Taggart,  Samuel,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared, 

and  took  his  seat   -        •      .  -        -        -    786 
TiiafiArro,  John,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JSholson,  the 
petition  of,  contesting  the  election  of  John 
P.  Hungerford,  sitting  member,  was  re- 
ibrred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections      -    790 
report  of  said  committee  thereon,  committed 

to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  -  873 
the  decision  of  the  House  was  adverse  to 

the  petition 1471 

Tallmidge,  Benjamin,  of  Connecticut,  appeared, 

■nd  toflik  his  seat 783 

remarks  of,  on  the  Nantucket  bill  -  -  1123 
on  the  bin  to  raise  additional  riflemen  -  1184 
t>if  the  volunteers'  bill  -  -  -  -  1230 
on  the  Senate  amendment  to  the  riflemen  bill  1263 
on  the  bin  to  amend  the  militia  laws  -  -  1930 
on  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  gold 

and  silver  coins,  dec 2013 

Talinehin,  General,  return  of  the  brigade  of,  who 

volunteered  to  cross  into  Canada    -        •  2499 
Tappan,  Arthur,  and  others,  a  bni  for  relief  of, 

twice  read 1862 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -'       -        -  2006 
Tariff  of  Duties,  Mr.  Ingham  submitted  a  reso- 
lution concerning  a        -        -        -        -  1959 

resolution  agreed  to 1961 

Taylor,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolu- 
tions concerning  cruisers  of  Foreign  Pow- 
ers, and  war  with  our  enemy        -        -    786 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  seventh  section  of 

the  act  to  lay  and  collect  a  direct  tax  -  863 
on  the  bin  to  encourage  enlistments  -  -  932 
introducing  resolutions  concerning  Ucenses 

to  distillers,  dec 1058 

on  the  National  Bank        ....  1862 
en  the  bill  to  amend  Uie  militia  laws  -        -  1930 
on  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes        -        -  1950 
Ti^br,  General  Robert  B.,  correspondence  of, 

with  Captain  Barrie       ....  2237 
with  Admiral  Warren        ....  2330 
extract  from  the  general  orders  of      -        -  2386 
Telfiur,  Thomas,  of  Georgia,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat 789 

Tennessee,  a  bfll  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
'     gress  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of,  read 
twice,  and  committed     ....  1577 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  •  .  .  1863 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  .  -  1864 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1923 
amendments  disagreed  to  -  -  -  -  2005 
the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  conference  .  2006 
conference  agreed  to,  and  managers  ap- 
pointed - 2008 


im 
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m 

6M 
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report  of  the  managers  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe 

Uble S009 

the  Senate  accept  the  modifications  report- 
ed by  the  managers,  and  the  House  do 

the  same SOU 

an  adverse  report  on  the  resolution  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  paring 
a  detachment  of  militia  for     - 
Thomastown,  Mr.  Wood  presented  the  petitioD 
of  the  inhabitants  of,  referred 
(See  Partsm&uth,  New  HampMrt^ 
Thompson,  John,  report  on  the  petition  o^  for  in- 
terest     

the  report,  being  adverse,  concurred  in 
Mr.  IngersoU  presented  two  petitions  of,  le- 

forred 

Mr.  Newton  presented  another  petition  of, 
referred         -        -        -        - 
Thompson,  Richard,  affidavit  of,  in  relatioo  to 

his  imprisonment  -       -  «.    .       •      •  tff% 
Thorndike,  Israel,  a  bill  for  relief  of  -       -       -  SOU 
reported  without  amendment,  and  oomaatted  SOU 
indefinitely  postponed        ...       -  SOSS 
Tobacoo,  digest  of  Ae  manufteture  of      •       -  S590 
Todd,  Dr.  John,  letter  from,  detatling  tbe  ocm- 
duct  of  the  enemy  after  the  disastrous  «l- 
fiiir  of  Frenchtown         -        •        *      ."  *^^ 
Tompkins,  James,  affidavit  o^  in  relation  to  his 

imprisonment StTI 

Transportation  of  Troops,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson  the  Military  Committee  were  in- 
structed ta  inquire  into  die  expediency  ef 
improving  Che  water  and  land  comnKinica- 
iions  between  certain  places  and  the  lakes, 
for  the  -        -        -        ...        -        -    788 
Treason,  Mr.  Wright  submitted  a  reselutioB  ex- 
tending the  second  section  of  the  act  es- 
tablishing rules  and  articlee  ibr  the  Army, 
to  citizens      ...        .        .       - 
the  resolution  agreed  to     -        -        -       - 
Treasuiy  Notes,  a  bill  to  airthorise  the  Iwoe  o^ 

read  twice     ------  UW 


881 
868 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  pcmed 

Mr.  Desha  submitted  a  resohitioii  < 


1581 
1588 

\  1846 


Trinity  Chmch,  Georgetown,  Mr.   Lewis  we- 
sented  a  petition  of  the  congreg«tieB  w,  re- 
ferrwl    -     .  -        -        -  ""T^.       .  1471 
Troup  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  refermoe  of  a 

resolution      ...        -        -       .   767 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Bradley's  reeolutioii  re- 
specting the  failure  of  our  arms    -       .   8S6 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  tOQchiflig  to- 

loughs  -  -  •  ^  -  -  -  867, 861 
remsrks  of,  on  Mr.  Wright's  resoiatioB  -  881 
remarks  of^  in  reply  to  Mr.  Gkosrenor  -  t84 
on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistmetita  -  229,  986 
on  the  Senate  bill  for  ^^t  yearn'  MiUstmeBts  881 
OB  the  report  from  the  conforence  on  the 

same 1140 

on  the  resolution  concerning  the  Niagara 

frontier  - lUl 

on  the  bill  to  raise  additional  riflemen         -  1144 
on  the  bill  respecting  volunteers  -  1230,  S009 

<m  the  Senate  8  amendments  to  the  nflemen 

biU 1855 

speech  of,  on  his  motion  to  re)eei  the  Senate's 
Yaaoo  Inll      ^        -        -        -        -        -  1888 
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Troup,  Mr.— oontiauecl.  Page.' 

remarkfl  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  bill  for  organizing  the  Army    -        -     1893 
on  the  resolution  respecting  internal  im- 
prorements    -        -        -        -        -        -  1941 

TuberfiUe,  Major  John,' letter  from,  to  the  Secre- 

UryoftheNaty S301 

Tonean,  General,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from 
France,  copy  of  a  letter  said  to  hare  been 
addressed  by,  to  Robert  Smith,  Secretary 

ofSute 922 

a  Message  from  the  President,  with  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  a  commu- 
nication from  his  chief  clerk,  respecting 

the  letter  of 1069 

Mr.  Roberts  submitted  a  resolution  on  the 
subject  of  said  letter       -        -        -        -  1128 

laid  on  the  Uble 1130 

taken  up  for  consideration  and  negatived    -  1236 
Mr.  Hanson  submitted  a  resolution  on  the 
same  subject,  negatived 1237 

librae,  Daniel,  of  Pennsylvania,  elected  a  jnem- 

ba  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Hyneman,  resigned, 

was  qualified  and  took  his  seat 

Uniliim  Militia,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  in  ftur- 

ther  addition  to  the  act  to  provide  for  aad 

to  establish  a         -..-•- 

read  twice,  and  committed 

reported  amended,  read  a  third  time,  and 


Vessels  of  War— -continued.  Page, 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  1802 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  180i 

Violation  of  Flags  of  Truce,  documents  laid  be- 
fore Congress  in  relation  to  the,  by  the 


enemy  - 


2280 


-     782 


2019 
2022 


Unifonn  mode  of  electing  Senaton  and  Repre- 
sentattves,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wrighl,  « 
committee  was  appointed  lo  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  act  of 
Congress  one         ..... 

Union  Bank  of  Alexandria,  a  biU  to  ineorporate 
the,  read  twice,  &c        .... 

United  Brethren,  an  adverse  veport  on  the  peti- 
tion of  J.  J.  Conow,  in  behalf  of  the 

Unsettled  Accounts,  a  letter  from  the  acting  See- 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  with  a  statement 
of^  on  the  Auditor's  books  ... 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  sub- 
ject of.        ------ 


2025 


790 
1202 


-  1768 


787 
2642 


Vacant  Grounds,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Washing^n,  praying  that  certain,  be- 
tween the  Capitol  and  the  Potomac  river, 
may  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  appropria- 
ted to  altering  the  canal,  &c;  referred  to 
the  District  Committee  .        .        .        - 
Valuation  of  property  destroyed  in  Frederick- 
town  and  Georgetown,  Eastern  Shore  of 
Maryland      .... 
Veaey,  John  T.,  certificate  of,  relative  to  the  de- 
struction of  towns  on  the  Eastern  Shore 
of  Maryland  .        .        -        - 
Veasela  captured  on  Lake  Erie,  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  purchase  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        - 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ... 
retomed  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  agreed  to        -       -        - 
YemmeU  of  War,  a  bill  te  authorize  the  purchase 
or  building  of  certain,  read  twice,  6lc     - 
tile  committee  discharged,  and  bill  referred 
to  another 1799 


849 


2226 


2225 

2009 
2016 
2019 

2026 

-  1677 


Virginia,  Mr.  Pleasants  presented  the  petition  of,  , 
praying  aid  in  opening  an  internal  navi- 
gation, referred  .....  822 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Clopton,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  altering  the  time  for 
holding  the  district  courts  in  the  district 

.     of-        -        ^ 1284 

a  bill  to  that  effect,  read  twice   ...  1482 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1864 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1864 
Volunteers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Desha,  the  Military 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing  additional  pay 
to  the  mounted,  on  the  Canada  expedition    790 
the  Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
for  compensating  the  militia,  and    -        -    'W 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  retain  in 

service  certain,  read  twice  ...  1195 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  .  -  .  1281 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1234 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1436 
which  were  read  and  concurred  in  -  -  1471 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  accept 

the  services  of,  twice  read       ...  1882 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  2909 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  2015 
Wabash,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  amending  the 
act  for  relief  of  the  officers,  &c^  who  served 
in  the  campaign  on  the           -        -        -  1602 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  aforemen- 
tioned, read  twice 1696 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        •  1864 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1866 
Wagons  and  Horses,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Desha, 

a  resolution  respecting  lost,  was  adopted    790 

Walkington,  George,  report  on  the  petition  of  1778 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read      ...  1774 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1863 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1864 

Ward,  Artemas,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared  and 

tookhisseat 804 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 

coasting  trade 1060 

on  the  right  of  expatriation'      -        -        -1099 
on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  return  of  ves- 
sels, dec 1267 

on  the  Senate  bill  giving  an  increased  bounty 

on  prisoners -  1804 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  support  of  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment        ....  1808 
Ward,  John,  deposition  of,  relating  to  the  conduct 

o(  the  enemy 2293 

Warren,  Sir  John  B.,  correspondence  of,  with 

the  Secretary  of  State    -        -        -        -2238 
letter  from,  to  Brigadier  General  Miller,  re- 
pecting  the  release  of  O'Neill         -        -  2319 
Washburn,  James,  and  others,  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of        1918 

Washington  Library  Company,  a  bOI  from  the 

Senate  to  incorporate  the       -        •        -  1132 
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Washington  Library  Co. — continued.  Page, 

read  twice,  and  committed         -        -        -  1 143 
reported,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed       -  2027 
Ways  and  Means,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  of 783 

Webster,  Daniel,  of  New  Hampshire,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat 812 

remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  motion  to  refer 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  the  Mes- 
sage of  last  session  in  reply,  to  his  reso- 
lution  respecting  the  French  decrees      -    824 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Wright's  resolution         •    686 
«peech  of,  on  the  Turreau  letter         -        -    904 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlist- 

ments 982 

speech  of»  on  the  same  bill  ...  940 
remarks  o^  on  the  Nantucket  bill  -  -  1121 
on  printing  the  Maryland  memorial  -  -  1223 
on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  riflemen 

bill 1258,  1263 

on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  bill  for 

organizing  the  Army     ....  1898 
on  the  National  Bank        -        -        -        -1943 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo    1966 
Wells,  Mary,  a  bill  to  satisfy  the  claim  of,  read 

twice -    900 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1244 
Wheaton,  Laban,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat 783 

speech  of,  on  the  extension  of  enlistments  -  1 108 
on  the  embargo  bill  -        >        -        -        -  2046 
Whitehill,  James,  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat -    787 

Whitney,  John,  and  J.  H.  Dorr,  a  bill  for  relief 

of,  twice  read 1876 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        -        -2025 
Widows  and  Orphans  of  Militia,  a  bill  to  provide 

for  the,  read  twice 1229 

ordered  to  a  thurd  reading  ...  1957 

read  a  time,  and  passed  ....  2003 
of  officers  of  militia,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the, 

twice  read 1577 

Wilkinson,    General,  correspondence  of,  with 

General  Sir  George  Prevost  -        -        -2113 
correspondence  of,  with   the  Secretary  of 

War 2415 

Williams,  Isaac,  jr.,  Mt,  Fiskef  New  York  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  contesting  the 
election  of  John  M.  Bowers,  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Elections  ...  789 
a  favorable  report  thereon,  read  ...  792 
the  House  concur  in  the  report  that,  is  en- 
titled to  the  seat    801 

appeared  and  took  his  seat,  in  place  of  Mr. 

Bowers 1123 

Williams,  John  R.,  a  bill  for  relief  o(  twice  read  1956 
Williams,  James,  a  report  on  the  petition  of  -  1434 
Williamson,  John  T.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read 1957 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  2003 
Wilson,  John,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat 706 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 

coasting  trade 1050 

on  the  Nantucket  bill        -        -        -        -  1117 
on  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  bill  for 
the  return  of  vessels       ....  1250 
Wilson,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  speech  of,  on 

the  extension  of  enlistments  ...  1039 
on  internal  improvements  -        -  '      -        -  1935 


Page. 
Wilson,  Thomas,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 

for  relief  of,  read  twice   ....  1659 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -       -1694 
Winder,  Colonel  William  H.,  letters  from,  to 

General  Smyth      -       *-        -       -       -  M9t 
return  of  the  regiment  of,  embarked  for 

Canada 2509 

Wines,  manufacture  of,  and  cultivation  of  the 

grape    -        - SfiJO 

Winter,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  payment  for 
buildings  occupied  as  public  stores  and 
burnt  by  the  enemy  while  so  occupied  -  791 
Wood,  digest  of  the  manufactures  of  -  -  3589 
Wood,  Doctor  James,  a  prisoner,  a  letter  from, 

to  Colonel  Gardner        ....  S210 
Wood,  Abiel,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat  -        -        -        -        .       .   81S 
Wood,  James,  deposition  of,  respecting  the  con- 
duct of  the  enemy  at  Havre  de  Grace    •  S304 
Woodward,  Augustus  B.,  extracts  of  letters  from, 

to  General  Proctor         ....  S908 
Woollen  Goods,  Mr.  Seybert  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Philadelphia  manafitcturersof^ 
praying  protection,  dbc  ....  1984 
digest  of  the  manufiurtures  of    -        -  2581, 3807 
Wright,  Robert,  of  Md.,  appeared  and  took  hisseat   787 
remarics  of,  on  the  fiulure  of  our  arms  in  the 

North   ....--.   810 
oA  Mr.  Webster's  motion  in  relation  to  the 

Freneh  decrees      -        •        -        ..815 
speech  o(  on  the  resolution  to  appoint  a 

Lieutenant  General  -  -  -  .  8S7 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Sharp's  resolutions  re- 
specting Governor  Chittenden  -  -  880 
on  th«  resolution  respecting  furloughs  •  870 
on  Mr.  Hanson's  resolution  -  •  -  899 
on  the  bill  to  encourage  enlistments  -  929, 9)1 
on  the  resolution  concerning  coasting  trade  1050 
speech  o^  on  the  extension  of  enlistments  -  1083 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning 

blue  lights 1190 

on  printing  the  Maryland  memoriaf  •  1209, 1910 
speech  of,  on  the  loan  hill  -  -  -  •  1^ 
remarks  o^  introductory  of  a  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  embargo  -  -  -  -  1709 
on  the  Yazoo  claims  -  -  .  1854, 187S 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  on 

that  subject 1883 

remarks  of,  on  the  militia  laws  •        -       -  199S 
on  the  National  Bank       -        -        .       .  1949 
on  referring  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embar- 
go          1947,1979 

on  the  issuing  of  Treasury  notes       -       -  i960 


Yancey,  Mr.,  on  motion  of,  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
ei^>ediency  of  amending  the  laws  as  to 
evidence,  dbc  ..... 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  compen- 
sate the  Yazoo  claimants        ... 

Yazoo  Claims.  (See  Musissijmi^  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  to  indemnify,  <fc) 

Yeo,  Sir  James,  correspondence  of,  with  Commo- 
dore Chauncey 31*^ 

Yeas  and  Nays,  on  considering  Mr.  Hanson's 

resolutions     ------   8i9 
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on  pottooning  Mr.  Webster's  motion  leqpect- 
ing  the  French  decrees  •'      -        -        -    827 

on  concarring  with  the  Senate's  amendments 
to  the  parUal  appropriation  bill        -        -    873 

on  Mr.  Wr^^ht's  resoiation        -        -        -    887 

on  considering  the  new  resolution  submit- 
ted by  Mr.  Hanson        -        -        -        -    888 

on  postponing  the  second  of  his  resolutions    896 

on  agreeing  to  the  same    ...        -    900 

on  Mr.  Gain's  motion  to  ask  for  Turreau's 
letter 987 

on  considering  Mr.  King's  resolution  respect- 
ing the  coasting  trade    ....    988 

on  Mr.  Sheffey's  motion  to  add  a  rider  to  the 
bill  to  encourage  enfistments  ...    939 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill     *>        -    979 

otk  agreeing  to  Mr.  King's  resolution        -  1064 

on  eoneurring  in  the  Senate's  amendments 
to  the  biU  to  encourage  enlistments        -  1093 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Senate  bill  for  re- 
lief of  the  people  of  Nantucket,  dec        -  1 12S 

on  laying  on  the  table  Mr.  Roberts's  motion 
concerning  Turreau's  letter   -        •        -  1130 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  the  deUT* 
eiT  of  libeUed  goods        ....  1132 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same        •       -  1134 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  proliibit 
the  ransoming  of  Tsssels       ...  1144 

on  considering  Mr.  King's  resolutions  1155, 1156, 

1157 

on  amending  the  bill  to  raise  additional  ri- 
fiemen -*       -  1190 

on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Mr.  Pickering's  motion  to 
amend  the  Constitution        -       -        -  1198 

on  printing  the  Maryland  memorial  -       .  1238 

on  amending  the  Volunteers'  bill        -        .  1231 

on  amen^g  the  lull  for  the  return  of  res- 
sels,  dec        -        -        -         1248,  1249,  1252 

OB  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  bill  to 
raise  riflemen 1264 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  return 
ofTcsseU 1269 

on  recommitting  the  loan  bill    -        -        •  1586 

OB  the  final  passage  of  the  Treasury  note 
biU 1588 

OB  considering  Mr.  Wright's  resolution  to 
suspend  the  embargo     ....  1772 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  loan  bill    *       .  1798 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
floating  batteries 1808 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Senate  bill  giving 
increased  bounty  on  prisoners        -        -  1807 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  Navy       ...  1807 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  Military  EstablMhment  -  1830 

on  amending  the  bill  for  support  of  Qotim* 
ment 1831 

on  amotion  to  reject  the  Senate's  Yaioo  bill  1855 

on  instructing  the  committee  to  whom  said 
biU  was  referred 1858 

on  considering  Mr.  Gaston's  resolutions  to 
tepeal  the  embargo        ....  I868 

a  resolution  concerning  the  coasting  trade  1877 

on  considering  the  report  of  the  committee 

on  domestic  distilled  spirits    ...  1878 
OB  the  third  reading  of  &e  Inll  oooeeming 
Paul  Cufiee 1881 


Teas  and  Nays— continued.  Page, 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

Isaac  Clason 1882 

on  amending  the  Senate's  Yazoo  bill  1891,  1912, 

1918 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same  -  1911 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  -  1925 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  amend  the 

militia  laws 1931, 

on  Mr.  Webster's  motion  to  take  up  the  re- 

Sort  of  the  Secretary  of  State  in  reply  to 
is  resolution  concerning  the  French  de- 
crees      -^1941 

on  Mr.  Desha's  motion  for  the  further  issue 

of  Treasury  notes 1953 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  National 

Bank 1956 

on  amending  the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo  1984, 

1986, 1991,  1992 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same        -        -  2000 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same         -        -  2001 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to 
change  the  mode  of  taxing  domestic  dis- 

tUled  spirits 2011 

on  agreemg  to  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  bill  to  repeal  the  embargo         -        -  2014 
on  amending  the  Ml!  for  protection  of  the 

Northern  frontiers  ....  soi6 

on  a  resolution  respecting  foreign  licenses  2021 
on  printing  the  embargo  bill  -  -  -  2032 
on  postponing  the  same  ....  2033 
on  amending  the  same     2084,  2048,  2049, 2050, 

2051,2052 
on  a  motion  to  adjourn  ....  2051 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  laying  an 

embargo        --..-.  3053 
on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  same    -  2054 
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Additional  Appropriations,  an  act  making,  for 

the  service  of  the  year  1814    .       .        -2853 

Additional  Military  Force,  an  act  to  amend  the 

act  in  addition  to  the  act  to  raise  an       -  2679 

Allowance  of  Forage,  an  act  to  regulate  the,  to 

officers  of  the  Army       ....  2767 

Appointment  of  certain  officers  during  the  ro» 
cess  of  the  Senate,  an  act  to  autl^rbe  the, 
by  the  President  of  the  United  Stetes     .  2765 

Army,  an  act  making  further  provision  for  fill- 
ing the  ranks  of  the  regular   ...  2789 
for  the  better  organizing,  paying,  and  sup- 
plying the 2814 

Assessors,  an  act  making  further  provision  for 

the  appointment  and  compensation  of    -  2774 

B. 

Barges,  an  act  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  to  be  built,  for  the 
defence  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  Sutes 2680 

British  Licenses  or  Passes,  an  act  to  prohibit  the 

useof •  2777 

Bryce,  HenrT»  an  act  for  the  relief  of        -        -  2734 

Burrows  and  McCall,  Lieutenanti^  a  resolution 

reUtive  to  the  brilliant  acfaimmtnts  9i  -  2856 
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C. 

Oarriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persona,  an  act 

laying  datiea  on 2728 

Certain.  Documenta,  an   act  to  authorize  the 

transportation  oil^  free  of  postage     -        -  2734 

Certificates  of  confirmation  of  claims  to  land  in 
^  Louisiana,  an  act  concerning  •       -        -  2863 

Claims  to  Land,  dbc,  an  act  giving  further  time 

for  registering        .-.'--  2779 
an  act  concerning  certain,  in  Illinois  Ter- 
ritory   -------  2883 

CUoic,  Midshipman  John,  a  resolution  direeting 
a  swora  to  be  presented  lo  the  nearest 
male  relative  of 2868 

Clerks  in  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  an  act 

fixing  the  compensation  of  the        -        -2861 

Commissioners  of  the  Revenue,  an  act  to  estab- 
lish the  office  of 2722 

Congress,  an  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 

meetbgof    -        -        -        -         2734,  2836 

Corps  of  Rangers,  an  act  to  conttnue  in  force, 
Ibr  a  limited  time,  certain  acts  author- 
izing    -        -  .        -        -        .  2723 

Courts  of  Sie  United  States  within  the  State  of 
New  York,  an  act  for^the  better  organiza- 
tion of  the-        -^- 

D. 

IMreet  Tax,  an  act  to  lay  and  oollect  a      -        -  2739 

an  act  to  amend  the  seveirth  section  of  the 

Mbowe 2788 

Pbact  Taxes  and  Internal  Duties,  an  act  for  the 

assessment  and  coUeoCien  of  -       -       -  2700 

E. 
lUtebeth  City,  an  act  making,  the  port  ef  eMtiy 

for  the  district  of  Camden,  in  the  State  of 

North  Carolina 2822 

Elliott,  Lieutenant  Jesse  D.,  an  act  to  reward, 

and  his  officers  and  companions     -        -  2680 
Embargo,  an  act  laying  an,  on  all  ships  and  vos- 

sds,  Ac. 27B1 

.  an  act  to  repeal  the  above,  dbc  -  -  -  2880 
Enlistments,  an  act  for  encouraging,  dec.  -  -  2789 
Exchange  of  a  certain  parcel  of  land,  in  the  city 

of  New  York,  an  act  providing  for  the    -  2816 
P. 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  in  Alexandria,  an  act 

to  incorporate  a 2800 

Fiaheriea,  an  act  for  the  gdvemment  of  persons 

in  certain 2678 

an  act  granting  allowanees  to  certain  vessds 

empkyed  in  the 3786 

Five  Years  Enlistments,  an  act  authorizing,  for 

certain  regiments 2791 

Flaga,  Standards,  dec,  an  act  to  provide  for  the 

collection  and  preservation  of,  taken  firom 

the  enemy,  dccc 2840 

Floating  Batteries,  an  act  to  authorize  one  or 

more  to  be  built,  dec 2799 

Flotilla  Service,  an  act  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  certain  officers  for  the        -       -  2882 
Forage,  an  act  to  regulate  the  allowance  of,  dec.  8767 
G. 

Georgetown,  D.  C,  an  act  concerning  certain 

streets  in -  2677 

an  act  to  incorporate  a  cempany  for  supplf- 
ing^  with  water 2826 


Good  FViesds^  Abmmob,  dbo.,  sfaip%  an  aet  fMr  lb« 

Teliefof  the    -        -        -        -        -        -  2782 

Government,  an  act  making  aMitional  appraprla- 

tions  for  the  sn^wrt  of  •        -        -        -  2778 
an  act  making  appropi4atioBs  fer  the  soppaii 
er,forl814    ... 

H. 

Hornet,  sloop^>f-war,  an  act  to  veward  the  eft- 
cers  and  crew  of  the      • 

Household  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stalw, 
an  act  providing  for  the  aooommodatlea 
of  the 2788 

L 

Imjported  Salt,  an  act  laying  a  duty  an,  dbe.  -  2786 
Indemnification  of  certain  claimants  of  poUie 

lands  in  Mississippi  Territory,  an  ael  pto» 

viding  for  the 2817 

Indiana  T^riteiT,  an  act  to  estaMish  the  mode  of 

laying  o^  into  districts,  dbc:  ...  8798 
Internal  Duties,  an  act  making  ftirther  pinvisito 

for  the  collecting  of  -  -  -  -  8774 
Invalid  Pensioneis,  an  act  oonceming         83!6%  3839 

J. 

Journals  of  Congress,  a  reaolntion  for  tiiepiint- 
-ing  and  distribution  of  an  additional  nom- 
berofthe       -        -        -        -        -        -9866 

L- 

Land  Tides,  an  act  for  the  final  adjustment  of, 
in  the  State  ef  Lonisiana  and  Tenitory 
of  Miaeonri 3828 

Lawrence,  Captain  James,  a  reaolntion  ezpiaa- 
sive  of  the  sense  of  Congress  of.  the  gal- 
lant conduct  of      3866 

Laws  of  the  United  States,  an  aet  andMriiing 

subscription  for  the        .        .        .       ..  S837 

Licenses  to  Distillers,  4te.,  an  act  li^ring  dotiee 

on -  S786 

Licenses  to  Retailers  of  Wines,  dbc^  an  act  lay> 

ing  duties  on         -        -        -        .        .  9761 
an  act  to  amend  the  above        ...  9861 

Loan,  an  aet  authorizing  a,  not  exoeeding  aeven 

millions         ......  97O6 

an  aet  authorizing  a,  not  exoeeding  twenty* 
five  millions  -        .        ^        .        .        .  9811 

M. 

Marine  Corps,  an  act  authorizing  an  ( 

tion  of  4he    -       -       . 
Marshals,  Clerks  and  Attorneys^  an  act  to  1 

the  oomnensation  of  ...  -  9846 
Maryland  and  Georgia,  an  act  to  revive  and  oe*- 

tinne  in  force  an  aet  dedaiing  the  assent 

of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  Statea  ef  98S9 
Military  Establishment,  an  act  makaig  appro- 

priations  for  the  support  of  the  •  -  9809 
Mifitaiy  Land  Warrants,  an  act  Anther  extend* 

ing  the  time  for  issuing  and  locating  '  *  9680 
Militia,  an  act  to  provide  for,  disabled  in  theeer- 

viee  of  the  United  Stotes       ...  9769 
an  act  in  addition  to  the  aet  providing  Ihr 

calling  forth  die,  to  supptees  inenxveo- 

tions,dco. 9847 

(See  Uniform  MUiHa.) 
Missovri  Territory,  an  act  for  the  appeinf  ent 

of  an  additional  judge  for  the         -        -9790 
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Mobile,  an  act  to  establish  the  town  of,  a  port  of 

entry,  dtc, 3717 

Monej  paid  into  the  Conrts  of  the  United  States, 

an  act  authorixing  the  disposition  of       -  2885 
N. 

Nantucket,  an  act  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  grant  certain  permis- 
sions to  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  of  2788 

Naturalisation,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  acts 
heretofore  passed  on  the  subject  of  an 
uniform  rule  of 2738 

Nayy,  an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the 2803 

New  Orleans  Navigation  Company,  an  act  for 
granting  a  lot  of  ground  to  the  President, 
Directors,  dbc,  of  the     -        -        -        -  2864 

Non-importation  acts,  an  act  repealing  the        -  2830 

Notes  of  Banks,  Bankers,  dec,  an  act  laying 

duties  on 2708 

O.  ; 

Ordnance,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for 

the  better  organization  of  the  -        -2706 

Orphans  and  Widows  of  persons  slain,  in  the 
public  and  priTate  armed  ressels  of  the 
United  States,  an  act  granting  pensions  to  2798 
P. 

Partial  A^ropriations,  an  act  making,  &c        -  2788 

Pay  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  in  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  an  act  con- 
cerning the    2860 

Paymaster  of  the  Army,  an  act  fixing  the  salary 
ofthe,  dbc. 

'  PennsylTania  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  an  act  for 
the  remission  of  certain  duties  incurred 
by  the 2700 

Pensions  to  persons  on  board  private  armed 
ships,  an  act  to  amend  and  explain  the  act 
regulating 2779 

Pcvry,  Captain  Oliver  H.,  a  resolution  expreesive 
of  the  sense  of  Congress  of  the  gallant 
conduct  of 2866 

Pickled  Fish  expoHed,  an  act  granting  a  bounty 

on 2736 

Pittsburg,  an  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  sundry 
loU,  the  property  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  borough  of 2766 

Ports  and  Harbors  of  the  United  States,  an  act 

to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the      -        •  2699 

Post  Roads,  an  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain  2841 

PriTate  armed  Vessels,  an  act  to  relinquish  the 

claims  of  the  United  States  to  certain 

«   goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  captured 

by 2681 

an  act  allowing  a  bounty  to  the  owners  and 

crews  of 2773 

an  act  in  addition  to  the  above   -        -        .  2804 

Prise  Ctoods,  an  act  reducing  the  duties  payable  on  2766 

Parchasers  of  Public  Lands,  an  act  giving  fur- 
ther time  to,  to  complete  their  payments  -  2792 
an  act  extending  relief  to  certain,  in  Missis- 
sippi Territory       2841 

R. 

Rengeis,  an  act  explanatory  of  the  act  to  raise 

ten  additional  companies  of    -        -        -  2764 


Rangers-— continued.  Page, 

an  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act  to  raise    -  2793 

Return  of  Vessels  to  their  own  districts,  an  act  to 

provide  for  the        -        -        -        -        -  2793 

Revenue  Cutters,  an  act  granting  pensions  to 
officers  and  seamen  serving  on  board,  in 
certain  cases 2836 

Riflemen,  an  act  to  raise  three  regiments  of      -  2791 

S. 

Sales  at  Auction,  an  act  laying  duties  on  -        -  2728 
an  act  to  amend  the  foregoing    -        -        -  2813 

Sea  Fendbles,  an  act  to  authorize  the  raising  a 

corps  of         ------  2782 

Secretary  of  State,  an  act  to  authorize  the,  to  li- 
quidate certain  claims  therein  mentioned  2837 

Senate  Chamber,  an  act  making  an  appropria- 
tion to  finish  the 2783 

Shawneetown,  an  act  concerning     .        -        .  2813 

Sugar,  refined  vrithin  the  United  States,  an  'act 

laying  duties  on 2717 

Suits  and  costs  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States, 

an  act  concerning  -        -        -        .      i  .  2699 

Superintendent  General  of  Military  Supplies,  an 
act  fireeing  from  postage  all  letters  and 
packets  to  and  firom  the  -        -        •        •  2681 

T. 

Tennessee,  an  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  2830 

Titles  and  Claims  to  Land,  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river  and  island  of  New  Orleans,  an 
act  supplemental  to  an  act  for  ascertain- 
ing the  2860 

Treasury  Notes,  an  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  2796 

Turnpike  Road,  in  the  county  of  Alexandria,  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  an  act  to  incorporate  a 
company  for  makiug  a  certain  -  -  2682 
an  act  to  ucorporate  a  similar  company  in 
the  county  of  Washington,  District  of 
Columbia -  2690 

U. 

Uniform  Militia,  an  act  in  further  addition  to  an 

act  establishing  an         ....  «|846 

Uniform  Rule  of  Naturalization,  an  act  supple- 
men  taiy  to  the  acts  heretofore  passed  on 
the  subject  of  an 2738 

V 

Vessels  captured  on  Lake  Erie,  an  act  authoris- 
ing the  purchase  of  the  ...        -  2838 

Virginia  District,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  for  hold- 
ing the  oourtf  in  the      -        -        -        •  2812 

Vixen,  United  Sutes'  brig,  an  act  for  the  relief 

of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  late  -        -  2766 

Volunteer  Corps,  an  act  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent to  receive  into  service  certain  -        -  2798 

W. 

Wagons  and  Teams,  an  act  authorizing  payment 

for,  lost  or  destroyed  at  Detroit       -        -  2766 

Washington  Library  Company,  an  act  to  incor- 
porate the  Directors  of  the     -        -        -  2844 

Widows  and  Orphans  of  Militia,  slain,  dec,  an 

act  to  proride  for  the     -        -        -        -  2763 
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